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NINIAN EDWARDS’ CHARGES OF FINANCIAL MISMANAGEMENT. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APRIL 19, 1824. 


Wuee ine, Vireinia, April 6, 1824. 
Sir: I have the honor to request you to present the address herewith transmitted, with its accom- 


panying notes and documents, to the House of Representatives of the Congress of the United States. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
NINIAN EDWARDS. 


Hon. Henry Cray, Speaker of the House of Representatives of the Congress of the United States. 





ADDRESS. 


To the honorable the House of Representatives of the Congress of the United States : 


As certain proceedings, at the last session of Congress, under the authority of the House of Represen- 
tatives, and a recent report to your honorable body, by the Hon. Wm. H. Crawford, Secretary of the 
Treasury, seem to have been intended and are calculated to cast upon me imputations injurious to my 
character, which I know to be unjust, and which, I think, I can demonstrate to be so, I trust no apology 
can be necessary for my requesting leave to present my vindication against those imputations directly to 
your honorable body, in order that it may be conveyed to the nation through the same channel by which 
I have been assailed. 

This is a right which, under similar circumstances, I should suppose, ought not to be denied to the 
humblest individual in the Union. In this case, it is due to the nation itself, in consideration of the 
station I lately held, and that which I have now the honor to hold; and, owing to the peculiar circum- 
stances of my case, it is emphatically demanded, on my account, by every principle of honor, and every 
regard to justice. Nor is it unprecedented in either house of Congress, in cases which certainly had no 
greater claim to such indulgence. 

It will be seen that I was called upon by a committee of the House of Representatives of the last 
session, as a witness, to testify before it; that I was subjected to an examination which has not its 
parallel in the records of any free country; and that, after the lapse of about twelve months, and just as 
I was on the eve of my departure for a foreign country, an attempt has been made to impeach my credi- 
bility, on grounds which must have been, at all times since my testimony was given, within the command 
of the honorable gentleman by whom they have been so opportunely alleged. 

To refuse to permit me to repel such an attack in the manner proposed would be to overthrow the 
longest established precedents, and to establish in their place the odious, oppressive, unjust, and indefen- 
sible principle of allowing the credibility of a witness to be impeached, and yet denying to him the right 
to support it before the tribunal under whose authority he had been called on to testify. 

But, independent of all considerations, in regard to myself, personally, I humbly conceive that your 
honorable body might well desire to receive my vindication, and every corroboration which I can give to 
my testimony, on your own account, in order to enable you the more clearly to ascertain the truth of and 
the mor_ satisfactorily and correctly to decide upon statements now before you and not yet acted on. 

Notwithstanding all the canting about an “A. B. plot,” the ingenious attempts that have been made, 
and the stratagems that have been adopted by certain newspaper editors and others to mislead and 
deceive ihe public mind into a belief that the committees, appointed at the last session on that subject, 
had thoroughly investigated all the statements made by a writer under the signature of A. B. in regard to 
certain suppressed documents; and that Mr. Crawford had been “triumphantly acquitted,” in relation to 
the whole of them, I assert, without the fear of contradiction, that it is known to your honorable body 
that neither of those committees extended their investigations into those statements beyond about four 
paragraphs, which were mere bagatelles in comparison with other letters and matters that were expressly 
charged, and incontestably proved, by the documents furnished by Mr. Crawford himself, to have been with- 
held contrary to the resolutions of the House which required their production. 
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These important statements, and the matters and things contained in my testimony, have neither 
been investigated by any committee nor acted on by the House; and if my testimony had been, it is now 
revived by Mr. Crawford himself; and, surely, if it be competent to him to attack it, it cannot be fair or 
just to withhold from me the equal right of defending and supporting it. 7 

By referring to the resolution of the House (note 1) under which the second committee of investi- 
gation was appointed, and to my examination by that committee, (2,) it will be seen that the latter ful] 
merits the character I have given to it; that it was wholly unauthorized by any powers delegated to the 
committee, and that it evinced a far greater disposition to implicate me in some kind of censure, in regard 
to the public deposits in the Bank of Edwardsville, than to investigate the conduct of Mr. Crawford, or'to 
inquire into those subjects for which the committee had been professedly appointed. Whatever may be 
thought by those who may be at the trouble to examine the list of interrogatories that were put to me, ag 
to the source from whence they originated, none can read some of the following statements and documents 
without being convinced that a very small portion of candor would have rendered a part, at least, of those 
interrogatories unnecessary and useless, even in the opinion of the committee itself.(3) 

Whatever may have been my agency in procuring the Bank of Edwardsville to be made a depository 
of public money, it had nothing to do in originating the great system adopted by Mr. Crawford, employing 
the local banks, and, in several instances, in direct violation of law, by allowing them a permanent deposit 
of nine hundred thousand dollars, equal to a salary of $54,000 per annum, for receiving and transmitting 
the public money, which the Bank of the United States was bound to do without compensation, and would 
have done without those immense losses to the public which must inevitably result from the adoption of 
a plan so contrary to the letter and spirit of the bank charter, and to the avowed intentions and objects 
of Congress in granting it. ; 

The effect of my application to have the Bank of Edwardsville made a depository of public money, 
was merely to have deposits made there that otherwise would have been made in the Bank of Missouri, 
which previously had been authorized to receive the public moneys collected by the two Receivers in 
Illinois, who alone were directed to make their deposits in the Bank of Edwardsville. My agency in this 
transaction, therefore, did not prevent the depositing of a cent in the Bank of the United States; and your 
honorable body may well judge whether the public interest could have been much jeopardized by the 
change I recommended from the following statements, extracted from the documents presented to you by 
Mr. Crawford. 

The Bank of Missouri had a capital of $210,000, of which the stockholders drew out of it, on pledges 
of stock, $186,335, leaving only $23,665 for the further accommodation of themselves and others. Upon 
this last sum, its real banking capital, it discounted and paid on over-drafts to the amount of $244,345 53. 
The whole amount of its discounts, including payments on over-drafts, was $430,680 438; of which sum 
its directors alone were responsible for $297,492 18, if, as is presumed to be the case, they were chargeable 
with over-drafts to the amount of $11,622 27. 

To this bank Mr. Crawford allowed a permanent deposit of $150,000, equal to a salary of $9,000 per 
annum. He permitted the public money to accumulate in it to the amount of $726,031 90 in the course 
of nineteen successive months, ending with the lst of September, 1819, without exacting those precau- 
tionary returns and statements which he himself considered essential to insure the fidelity of all the 
banks appointed to receive the public money; and, eventually, he received from it, in part payment of its 
debt, contrary to the positive injunctions of the resolution of Congress of 1816, a large amount of uncur- 
rent notes, some of which were not worth 25 cents in the dollar. 

Much as he has mystified this subject in several of his reports, and particularly in that one which is 
part of document 105, (in the 8th volume State Papers, 2d session 17th Congress,) in which he blends a 
deposit in the Bank of Missouri, of $64,613 58, with “the special deposits which passed through the Bank 
of the United States,” it cannot excuse, or even successfully disguise, the flagrant impropriety of his having 
received at par the uncurrent ‘notes above referred to; for, by the very document last mentioned, it 
appears that this deposit had been “re-transferred to the Bank of Missouri, and assumed as cash, in 
September, 1819,” which was previous to the receipt of those notes. His own letter to the Cashier of the 
Bank of Missouri, dated March 23, 1819, and the Cashier’s answer, dated June 25, 1819, (4 and 5) clearly 
show that no justification for receiving uncurrent paper can be derived from that circumstance. Besides, 
he received uncurrent notes that were not and could not have been included in that deposit; for, not to 
mention other cases, the notes which he received on the “Bank of Georgetown, Kentucky,” were not at 
that time even receivable in the land offices. Nor was there ever any contract between the Bank of the 
United States, or the Treasury Department, with the Bank of Missouri, from which the latter could derive 
any right to tender or be any justification for receiving those uncurrent notes. 

But, had it even been otherwise, it would not be less difficult to justify the placing of this bank upon 
a footing so different from that of all other similar depositories of public money. 

Under all these circumstances, it would seem incredible that any injury to the public could have 
resulted from the change of deposit for which I applied; and the attempt to subject me to censure for 
the small participation which 1 have had in this business ought to be considered as a plain acknowledg- 
ment of the awful weight of responsibility that rests upon him whose especial duty it was to take care of 
the public money. 

My responsibility, however, did not long continue; for, finding the Bank of Edwardsville, on my 
return from Congress, soon after it had been authorized to receive the public money, involved in some 
difficulties, I determined to sustain it against the dangers that then threatened it; and, after seeing it in a 
safe situation, to relieve myself from all kind of responsibility for that or any other bank. Accordingly, 
in the same year, I made a publication in several newspapers, and in two different States, of my determi- 
nation to be held no longer responsible for that or any other bank. This publication can be established 
by a part, if not the whole, of the respective delegations now in Congress from the States of Illinois and 
See It was forwarded to Mr. Crawford, and I have no apprehension that he will ever deny having 
received it. 

He had also been put upon inquiry, in regard to the Bank of Edwardsville, by a bitter philippic, in 
ample detail, against it, which he received from the Hon. Mr. Benton, of the Senate. This was shown 
to Colonel Johnson and myself, and a copy of it was transmitted to the bank, where, I suppose, it now 
remains, 

He was fully apprised of those very difficulties of the bank which produced my determination to 
retire from it. They were communicated in letters from myself to Colonel Johnson, which were intended 
to be, and were, forwarded to Mr. Crawford. The receipt of two of them is acknowledged by his. letter to 
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Colonel Johnson of 15th of July, 1819, in which he says: “Yours of the 28th ultimo came to hand this 
morning. The circumstances connected with the bank of Edwardsville, as developed in the two letters of 
Governor Edwards, submitted by you to my perusal, will receive due consideration.” In the same letter 
he says: “With Governor Edwards I had no personal acquaintance before last winter. The opinion 
which I had formed of his talents and integrity, from the official correspondence which had been carried 
on between us, both in the War and Treasury Department, has been confirmed by personal acquaintance. 

“The different subjects upon which he had occasion to ask my opinion or decision during the last 
session of Congress were fairly and candidly stated; his comments upon them were judicious, and it 
afforded me great pleasure to be able, after due examination and reflection, generally to coincide with him.” 
The session here spoken of is the one in which I made the application in favor of the Bank of Edwardsville. 

Had Mr. Crawford been as much disposed to profit by the impressive lessons of experience which he 
was constantly receiving as I was by those of a few months only, it might have prevented a vast 
accumulation of ‘unavailable funds,” and have enabled him much earlier to have secured to the Bank of 
the United States, “in their just extent, the advantages intended to be secured to it by the charter,” 
which he fairly promised to Congress in his report of the 10th of December, 1817, (6) and the necessity 
for which he seems to have been duly sensible of in another report, (vol. 8 State Papers, 2d session 17th 
Congress, p. 77,) in which he says: “In the winter and spring of 1819 the Bank of the United States 
was, in the opinion of the enlightened officer who presided over its direction, in a great degree indebted 
for the preservation of its credit to the forbearance of its creditors and to the support which it received 
from the Treasury Department. Such were my impressions of is critical state that I felt it my duty to 
accept propositions made by the Board of Directors which, under other circumstances, would have 
been declined. It is wonderful, therefore, that, with these impressions, he should have thought it 
consistent with his duty to have extended such favors as have been noticed to a single local bank, much 
less to the multitude that shared his patronage, and could not have existed without it. 

It would be just as fair and candid to implicate me in the unjustifiable indulgence that has been 
extended to the Bank of Edwardsville since its failure as to endeavor to involve me in any kind of 
censure for its continuance as a depository of public money after the fall of 1819. At the time of its 
failure its resources were, 1 am well satisfied, more than amply sufficient to have secured its debt to 
the Government. But every man of common experience and observation knows that the resources of 
all banks in its situation must necessarily become more and more impaired, and are more liable to be 
misapplied. Yet, strange and incredible as it may appear, I have never heard, nor do I believe, (though 
I reside in the same village in which the bank is located,) that Mr. Crawford has collected one cent from 
it, or made any adjustment with it, or resorted to any measure to coerce the payment of itsdebt. He, 
who could find motives for an indulgence so extraordinary, and at the same time so inconsistent with 
and detrimental to the public interest, could not have required either my recommendation or sanction for 
continuing this bank a depository of public money after the fall of 1819. 

I come now to the report that contains the dextrous insinuation against my credibility. So much of 
it as relates to this subject is in the following words, viz: ‘The Hon. Mr. Edwards, late a Senator from 
Illinois, having stated on his examination before a committee of the House, on the 13th of February, 
1823, that the late Receiver of Public Moneys at Edwardsville had, on his advice, and in his presence, 
written a letter to the Secretary, enclosing a copy of the publication which Mr. Edwards represents 
himself to have made sometime in the year 1819, announcing his intention of retiring from the Director- 
ship of the Bank at Edwardsville, and that he had advised the Receiver to withhold his deposits from the 
bank until he could receive further orders from the Secretary; and that the Receiver afterwards informed 
him that he had received a Lerrer from the Secretary, directing him to continue the deposits: the 
Secretary deems it proper to state that no such letter from the Receiver is to be found on the files of the 
Department; that the officers employed in it have no recollection of the receipt of such a letter, and that, 
on an examination of the records of the Department, it appears that no answer to any such letter, 
directing the Receiver to continue the deposits, was ever written to him by the Secretary of the Treasury.” 

This statement bears intrinsic evidence that it was intended to deprive me of the benefit of my 
justification, not voluntarily made, but drawn from me by the committee, in regard to the Bank of 
Edwardsville, and to subject me to the odious suspicion of having sworn falsely. Were there any doubt 
on this subject, it would be removed by the conduct of a distinguished individual, whom it might not be 
respectful to name in this communication, and who, since I left the city, has not thought it beneath his 
dignity to go about exhibiting the report, and expressing his opinion that it “placed me in a dilemma.” 
He may yet find it more difficult for his patron to get rid of one of infinitely deeper interest. 

Believing, as I call upon my God to witness I sincerely and confidently do, that Mr. Crawford did 
receive the letter mentioned in the above report, and that it is now in his possession, or has been purposely 
destroyed, I can but regard this attack upon my reputation as unparalleled by anything I have ever 
witnessed or heard of, as emanating from so respectable a source, except certain maneuvres and 
stratagems to fix upon a much more distinguished individual of this nation the disgraceful charges of a 
guilty participation in horse stealing and the passing of counterfeit money, which I have somewhere 
met with in the course of my reading. Malicious insinuation is the resort of a timid mind. Wilful 
misrepresentation denotes a wicked one. 

In regard to the time which has been selected for making this attack upon me, it very much 
resembles the management which Mr. Crawford resorted to at the last session of Congress to defeat a 
certain applicant for a land office appointment. This gentleman had been before the President for many 
weeks; he was supported by gentlemen of the first respectability, and of different parties, in the States 
of Illinois, Missouri, and Tennessee. No objections to him were anticipated by himself or his friends, 
and none were made till the President was about to transmit his nomination to the Senate. Then, when 
a nomination could no longer be kept back by any contrivance whatever, and not till then, did Mr. Crawford 
exhibit his objections. The gentleman’s residence was too remote, and the session of Congress too far 
spent, to admit of any defence or explanation from him; and thus he lost the appointment. As this case is 
strongly marked by certain characteristical traits, which tend to illustrate the objects and design of this 
—— attack upon me, I refer, for a further explanation of it, to my letter to Mr. Crawford on that 
subject. (7) 

In the latter part of the week previous to my departure from the city, on calling to take my leave of 
the President, I met with Mr. Dickins, to whom, in a short conversation with him, I communicated my 
intention of leaving the city on the Sunday following, (one day before the date of Mr. Crawford’s communi- 
cation,) and but for an accidental engagement of the Secretary of State, which prevented his signing a 
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paper that it was necessary for me to carry to the Treasury Department till after the hours of businegg 
in that Department had elapsed, I should have departed from the city before Mr. Crawford’s communi- 
cation was made, and probably should not even have heard of it till after I had left the United States. 

But, independently of what I stated to Mr. Dickins, my intended departure was strongly indicated 
by the business I was engaged in transacting in the public offices. It was generally known; and, if it 
had not been, it was very naturally to have been expected. 

Deprived of all opportunity of defence, a victory over me might, indeed, have been easy; but surely 
the triumph would have been most ignoble. 

By way of availing myself of further characteristical traits, I beg leave to state that an inspection 
of the public documents is sufficient to show that, in repeated instances, Mr. Crawford’s replies to calls 
upon him by the House for information, &c., have been so tardy and protracted as to prevent the possibility 
of investigating them during the sessions in which the calls were made, and to require a great degree 
of charity—possibly, however, not more than is justly due—to resist the belief that he has been as much 
disposed to evade as to invite a scrutiny into his conduct. ; 

Even the correspondence which accompanied the report in question, though required by a resolution 
of the 8th of May, 1822, to be laid before the House as early as practicable after the commencement of 
the then next succeeding session, has been delayed to so late a period of the present session as to render 
an invéstigation of it before the first Monday in December next impossible. ; 

Notwithstanding all these circumstances, it may be that Mr. Crawford did not intend to take an 
undue advantage of my absence. He must well know with what indignant condemnation such an attempt 
would be denounced by every magnanimous and generous bosom. What surprises me most is, that a 
just apprehension of so degrading a suspicion had not induced him to have exhibited his insinuation a 
little sooner, or to have declined it altogether. But whatever may have been his intentions, I could not 
have been more disadvantageously affected by any contrivance or stratagem that he could have adopted to 
deprive me of a fair opportunity of defence. ‘ ( 

Scarcely convalescent from a long indisposition, exhausted with the fatigue of travelling, and 
required to proceed on my journey with all convenient despatch, I must leave him unanswered or content 
myself with such a defence as, with all these disadvantages, a very short time of necessary delay on my 

journey may enable me hastily to present. But what I regard with the most concern is, that writing as 
I must do, without having it in my power to refer to and re-examine certain documents, I shall not be 
able to avail myself of some important circumstances which they would establish, and may be betrayed 
into some slight inaccuracies to which all men are liable who have to trust to memory alone. I promise, 
however, to be more accurate than Mr. Crawford has been in cases in which he had before him every 
means of being entirely so. 

Having endeavored to establish my right to make my defence before your honorable body, and 
taking it for granted that a request so reasonable, under all the circumstances that have been mentioned, 
will not be denied me, I presume I shall be indulged in every legitimate right of defence that belongs 
to my case. 

Among these it will scarcely be denied that I have a right, 

Ist. To corroborate my own testimony. 

2d. To show, by any means in my power, that the statements made against me are inconclusive; and 
particularly, to avail myself of any circumstance that is presented by the documents in the case in which 
I was called on to testify, for the purpose of invalidating those statements. And 

3d. Directly to impeach the credibility of those who have assailed mine. 

The latter I shall probably waive; for though I have at all times felt myself at liberty to animadvert 
upon Mr. Crawford’s official conduct, and to defend my own, both of which he has found me prompt to do 
in cases that never yet have met the public eye, yet, I never have, intentionally, treated him with the 
slightest indecorum or a want of that respect that is due to his station. (8) Respect for your honorable 
body would, of itself, be sufficient to induce me to abstain from the language of passion or abusive 
vituperation before you. Respect for myself would prevent me from using it anywhere else. I 
cheerfully leave that resource to bullies, political tools, mercenary hirelings, and those who, conscious of 
their inability to defend their own conduct, can find no better means of diverting public attention from 
themselves to others. I shall nevertheless freely urge and insist on such facts as I know to be true, 
disclaiming, however, any other construction of them than the most innocent of which they are 
susceptible. If I shall point out palpable omissions and violations of duty, or show that letters which 
ought to have been communicated to the House have been suppressed, and that various misstatements 
have been officially made, I shall attribute them to nothing more than forgetfulness, inattention, inadver- 
tence, or some erroneous but innocent views of the subject. 

This will be sufficient to show that the negative statements of Mr. Crawford and “the officers 
employed in the Treasury Department” ought not to prevail against my positive statement on oath. If 
others should suppose this forbearance on my part a little too fastidious, and that the cases which I shall 
exhibit are evincive of intentions less innocent, let it be remembered that their views of the subject 
would unquestionably render the case the stronger in my favor. With these preliminary remarks I 
proceed to my defence against this mal-apropos statement of Mr. Crawford. 

It will be recollected that I was not a volunteer in giving my testimony before the committee, and 
I can conceive of no motive which could be supposed by any but a most depraved mind, misled by its 
own wicked operations, to have influenced me to make an uncandid statement. As to my responsibility, 
in consequence of having applied to Mr. Crawford to cause certain deposits to be made in the Bank of 
Edwardsville, in preference to that of Missouri, surely I have shown that enough was known about the 
latter bank at the time my testimony was given to have freed me from all apprehensions in regard to 

‘any responsibility that I had imposed upon myself, even if I had not withdrawn, as already stated, from 
the “Directorship” of the former. But Mr. Crawford does not deny that he received my publication; and 
even if he had not received it, it having been made in two different States, and he having been, as J 
have shown, put upon inquiry in regard to that bank, and informed of the difficulties it had had to 
encounter, I certainly might rely upon the notoriety of my acts in this respect with a much better grace 
than he relics upon a supposed notoriety of his repeated but unpublished omissions to comply with the 
most positive legal injunctions, as an excuse for those omissions, which he does in his letter of the 24th of 
February, 1823, to the chairman of the Committee of Investigation; and in which he also seems almost 
to insist that his violation of his duty was equivalent to a fulfilment of it. 
It could have been no object with me to have established an additional suppression upon him; for, if 
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time do not fail me, it will be seen before I am done with this subject that I had in my possession proof, 
whose credibility could not be questioned, of his having suppressed, in a variety of other instances, letters 
enough, of a much more important character and delicate bearing, for any purpose that the utmost malig- 
nity could have contemplated as possible to be effected by such means. (9) 

The amount of my statement before the committee, as well as I can now recollect it, (not having it 
in my power to refer to it for examination,) but which will be supplied at Washington, is— 

lst. That, for the reasons therein mentioned, I made a publication of my intention to retire from the 
“Directorship” of the Bank of Edwardsville. 

9d. That I advised the Receiver of Public Money at that place to withhold his deposits from the bank 
till he could receive further orders from the Secretary of the Treasury. 

3d. That the Receiver did write to the Secretary on the subject, enclosing my publication, &c. 

4th. That the former afterwards informed me that he had received a Lerrer from the latter, directing 
him to continue the deposits. 

Now, it is not denied, and dare not be, that I did make the publication alluded to; and this I could 
not have done, for the reasons that influenced me, consistently with the known friendship and intimacy 
that then subsisted between the Receiver and myself, without giving him the advice mentioned in the 2d 
part of the above statement. But that I did give that advice is much more strongly corroborated by the 
fact that the Receiver did actually withhold the deposits, and Mr. Crawford knows it. This might be 
established by the monthly returns of both the Receiver and the bank. But these are in the possession 
of Mr. Crawford. I, however, felicitate myself upon being able to satisfy your honorable body of the fact 
by documents that have been furnished by himself, but which, thank God, are now out of his power. 

By his report of the 27th February, 1823, (8th volume State Papers, 2d session 17th Congress, pages 31, 
33, and 35,) it will be seen that the amount of deposit stated to have been in the Bank of Edwardsville 
to the credit of the Treasurer, was— 


ee re Se IO By obvi cccceducnabbbaehodcassesccvaneesnenacenah $45,560 68 
ee ee Oe OD BO, ooo sc vasa de edines hsneihe at dcbetnes cnaseeeeen saps 45,475 04 
rr i OE SU sss cisco cd bake wean eaanne ds ka adaeeeeewamh 53,191 59 


The two first of these statements are presumed to be correct, or nearly so. The latter is entirely 
otherwise, as I will prove to your satisfaction, if there is any kind of confidence to be reposed in previous 
statements exhibited to you by Mr. Crawford. Had it been intended to disguise the fact of the Receiver 
having withheld the deposits, as above stated, and to give some semblance of plausibility to the recent 
insinuation against myself, nothing could have been more ingeniously, or more disingenuously, contrived 
for these purposes than this last statement. If it had been truly stated that, instead of $53,191 59, the 
real amount in deposit at the end of the fourth quarter was $98,191 594, the contrast between this sum 
and the amount of the previous deposits might have afforded some corroboration to my statement before 
the committee. But this, subsequent events have proved, it was intended to question. I will, however, 
make the case too plain for doubt. 

By the report last referred to, it appears that the amount of deposit in the Bank of Edwardsville, to 
the credit of the Treasurer, on the last days of June and September, was a little upwards of $45,000. 

By Mr. Crawford’s previous report of the 27th April, 1822, (in which is an ingenious contrivance of 
placing December before November, ) it is shown by the bank returns themselves that on the 30th November, 
1819, the amount of deposit was $45,475 044, and that, on the last day of the succeeding month, (the 
end of the 4th quarter of 1819,) it was $98,191 59}, (10,) and not $53,191 59, as subsequently reported 
from the Treasury Department. 

From the correspondence between the several amounts of deposit in the bank on the last days of 
June, September, and November, and the difference between them and that of the last day of December in 
the same year, no one can doubt that the Receiver at Edwardsville did actually withhold the deposits as 
above suggested; unless it can be believed that he did, in one single month, distinguished by no particular 
circumstances, receive to the amount of $52,716 55, equal to the rate of $692,598 60 per annum. 

Let us then inquire a little into the probability of his having written to Mr. Crawford, or, rather, into 
the great improbability of his not having done so. 

This gentleman united in himself the office of Receiver and President of the Bank of Edwardsville. 
As Receiver, he had positive orders to make his deposits in that bank, and was bound to make monthly 
returns of his accounts to the Secretary of the Treasury. As President, it was his duty to have monthly 
returns of the state of the bank, and the amount of public deposits therein, regularly transmitted to the 
Secretary. Is it then to be believed that he should have withheld the deposits, contrary to his orders, 
without having given to Mr. Crawford some reason, either as Receiver or President, for his having done 
so? And if he had failed to perform this duty, is it credible that Mr. Crawford would have been so negli- 
gent and inattentive to his duty, and so regardless of the public interest, as not to have called him to an 
account for such conduct ? 

But if further confirmation of the letter’s having been written, and received hy Mr. Crawford too, 
were wanting, strong presumptions in favor of both may be derived from the very guarded and character- 
istic artifice by which he would seem equally to deny the receipt of the letter, and that any instructions 
had been given to the Receiver to continue to make the deposits. Let it be observed that my statement, 
as quoted by Mr. Crawford, is “that the Receiver informed me he had received a Lerrer from the Secretary 
directing him to continue the deposits.” Mr. Crawford does not deny that such directions were given; 
but he says “it appears that no answer fo such letter, directing the Receiver to continue the deposits, was 
ever written,” &c. From this peculiar manner of denial, I can but infer that, not being willing from some 
cause or other to admit the receipt of the letter, Mr. Crawford contrived to give the directions under some 
other form or pretext than that of a direct answer to it. But that such directions were given I cannot 
doubt, though I have nothing to rely upon for this opinion but the Receiver’s word for the fact. If Mr. 
Crawford did not write to him specially on the subject of his having withheld the deposits, it can only be 
satisfactorily accounted for on the supposition that he (Mr. Orawford) did, in some form or other, give 
such directions as he supposed would produce the proper corrective. 

Another fact in confirmation of my statement is, that one of the two Receivers who had been directed 
to make their deposits in the Bank of Edwardsville was ordered to make his elsewhere; but under what 
pretext I do not know, nor do I recollect ever to have heard; probably, however, under some one equally 
calculated to disguise the real motive, as the giving of directions without acknowledging the receipt of 
the letter that produced them. 
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It will not, I persuade myself, be considered a trifling corroboration of my statement that it was not 
made to the committee for the first time, but that, in a private correspondence between Mr. Crawford and 
myself, more than twelve months before my examination by the committee, I had asserted the same facts 
substantially to himself. i ; 

In my letter to him of the 9th February, 1822, (which I would not venture to refer to if I had not his 
answer to it,) I say “I beg leave most respectfully to suggest that it would be but an act of justice to 
me to present my publication of 1819, in which I declared I would be no longer responsible for the bank 
{of Edwardsville] in any way whatever. This publication was contained in the St. Louis Enquirer, which 
I believe you took at that time. It was also contained in a paper which I forwarded to you myself. And 
it was enclosed and referred to in a letter from Colonel Stephenson (the President of the bank ) [and the Receiver 
also] to you, which letter, he informed me, had been answered. Since the fall of 1819 my connexion with that 
bank has entirely ceased, except that I am a stockholder in it, without, however, ever having borrowed 
one cent from it.” 

In my letter to Mr. Crawford of February 14, 1822, I say to him: “I must, however, say, sir, that, ag 
the information in the Treasury Department relative to my original recommendation of the Bank of 
Edwardsville has, for some time past, been distinctly understood, and freely used at this place, [Wash- 
ington,] I can but consider it somewhat unfortunate for me that other communications in the Department, 
which ought to have terminated all responsibility on my part, have not been equally known. That I was 
the cause of the deposits being made there, in the first instance, I freely acknowledge; but that | 
unequivocally declared I would not be held responsible for that, or any other bank, in any way whatever, 
after the fall of 1819; that you were notified thereof in due time; that the deposits had not been continued 
there, in consequence of my recommendation, since that period; and that the bank was then in a good 
situation I may, I think, according to my present impressions, fairly insist upon. And if so, the partial 
information now in circulation at this place is not calculated to do me that justice which, I hope, I have 
a right to expect from your magnanimity. It would, therefore, afford me great pleasure, I assure you, 
sir, that the whole of my conduct in relation to that business should be so fully known as to be no longer 
misunderstood.” 

The first of these letters was written five days before his report of the 14th February, 1822. The 
second bears the same date of the latter. They must both, therefore, have been written before any charge 
of suppression had been made or suggested. 

Had the existence of the Receiver’s letter been denied, or the slightest intimation of questioning it 
been given at the time it was thus asserted, I could, and would, have proved every fact contained in 
my statement in regard to it by that gentleman himself. But he is now dead. Mr. Crawford knew this 
before he made the report in question; and dead men cannot contradict living ones. 

No one can read the interrogatories that were put to me by the committee and believe that Mr. Craw- 
ford was not well informed of my testimony before the date of his letter to the chairman of the same com- 
mittee, which was eleven days later than my examination. From the nature of the inquiries which he 
was then called upon to answer, they afforded as suitable an occasion as the one he has selected for 
questioning my credibility. Why, then, has he so long postponed it? One thing is certain, it never 
could have been undertaken with greater hopes of success than when it was supposed I should have no 
opportunity of defending myself. 

I will now submit to your honorable body a few remarks, to show that the negative statements of 
Mr. Crawford and his “ officers of the Treasury Department,” however confidently relied upon by him for 
my total overthrow, are too inconclusive for his purpose. 

You have been informed by him that, previous to the calls for his correspondence with the local 
banks which were made the depositories of public money, it had been usual to refer all such calls to 
Mr. Jones, his chief clerk, but that in these cases another clerk had been selected to collect the letters, 
&c., which were called for. Why this change was made at that particular juncture (being wholly 
unaccounted for by Mr. Crawford,) is left to conjecture. Was Mr. Jones incompetent to the discharge of 
this duty? The very station he holds in the Department forbids such a supposition. Had he proved 
himself unworthy of confidence? If so he could not have retained his station, and such is acknowledged 
to be his stern, unyielding, inflexible integrity, that no one could have supposed him capable of a subser- 
viency in any unfair purpose. I confess I regret the change was made, for, had it not been, I cannot 
resist the belief that 1 should have been spared much of the labor of this vindication. But, without 

yielding to unavailing regrets, I must be content to take things as I find them. I, therefore, proceed to 
examine the testimony that is offered against me. 

This is, substantially, 1. That no such letter from the Receiver [as that mentioned in my examination] 
is to be found in the files of the Department. 2. That the officers employed in it have no recollection of 
the receipt of such a letter. And 3. That the records of the Department do not show that it was 
answered. 

Supposing it to be true that this letter cannot be found “in the files of the Department,” it by no 
means proves that it was not received by Mr. Crawford. 

This is not the first occasion on which I have had to regret that a letter received by him could not be 
found when it became necessary for my defence. 

Finding myself grossly misrepresented in relation to a letter I had written to him, and being deter- 
mined to vindicate myself against the insinuations that were predicated upon it, I wrote to him on the 5th 
January, 1821, requesting a copy of it. In his reply, dated January 10, 1821, he says, “ the letter which 
you have described in yours of the 5th instant has been sought for in vain. Mr. Jones states that, according 
to the best of his recollection, he considered it not of a description to go on the files, and that, consequently, 
it was not filed. If his recollection is correct, it accounts for the absence of the letter from the files, and 
for its being lost or mislaid.” My letter being thus disposed of, Mr. Crawford, in his answer, impliedly 
repeated one of the insinuations above referred to. This was promptly repelled by me, and since then 
I have heard no more on that subject. 

From this case alone it might not be unreasonable to presume that some similar disposition may 
have been made of the letter now in question. But, with every motive to make such an assertion, Mr. 
Crawford has not ventured to say he did not receive this letter. It will not be difficult to show that 
other letters of infinitely more importance have been received by him, about which it might be truly said 
“no such letters are to be found in the files of the Department.” He has sometimes another depository 
for them, in which the letter mentioned in my examination may also have been placed. It may have 
been addressed to him “ without the addition of Secretary of the Treasury;” which we have seen gravely 
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insisted on, as giving him a right to consider any letter as a “ private paper,” though exclusively relating 
to matters of official duty. Or he may have “considered it not of a description to go on the files;” and 
thus may “its absence from the files,” or “its being lost or mislaid,” be very naturally accounted for, 
according to the practices of the Department. 

The probability of this supposition is greatly strengthened by the following case: 

Between 1816 and the 31st of December, 1819, he received important communications on the subject 
of the illicit introduction of a large number of African slaves into the United States which strongly 
implicated one of his particular friends. By a resolution of the House of Representatives, of the last 
mentioned date, he was directed to lay before the House copies of such communications as he had received 
since 1816, and such information as he possessed in relation to the illicit introduction of slaves into the 
United States. But, notwithstanding this positive call upon him, I assert (and I challenge investigation) 
that he did withhold letters and information upon this subject, implicating his friend, which ought to 
have been communicated to the House, and some of which he did not even permit “to go on the files of 
the Department.” Of course, it might be very truly said of them that “no such letters are to be found 
on the files of the Department, and that the officers employed in it have no recollection of the receipt of 
them;” for, having been deposited in his own private bureau, those officers could have no means of 
ascertaining the fact, and the very motives for withholding them from the files would render fruitless all 
attempts to find “answers” to them by an examination of the records of the Department.” And yet there 
is no doubt of their having been received, and the strongest probability that they were answered also. 
If the authority of the House of Representatives was not sufficient to obtain their production, the non- 
production of the letter of the Receiver at Edwardsville ought not to excite a moment’s surprise. 

But it also appears that he and his “ officers of the Treasury Department” have not been able to find 
a great number of other letters, and even some of his own ofticial ones, when required by other calls of 
the House; or if they could have been found they were suppressed. Of this the documents furnished 
by himself afford both abundant and conclusive proof. Many instances might be stated. For the sake 
of brevity I will allude to a few of them only. 

Several cases of this kind are presented by the correspondence with the Bank of Huntsville. I will 
refer to but one of them. This is too conclusive for any artifice to elude it, and it requires but a bare 
inspection of the documents themselves to be convinced of it. 

In his letter, L No. 7, to the President of the Bank of Huntsville, dated July 30, 1819, he says: 
“You will perceive by the contents of My LETTER OF THE 9TH INSTANT that the failure of the Nashville 
Bank and its offices was at that time known to this Department. It was then foreseen that the Bank 
of Huntsville could not fail to be injuriously affected by that event, and by others of a similar nature, 
which were then anticipated. * * * ‘The reasons stated in My LETTER OF THE 9TH INSTANT in favor of 
the prompt adoption by the bank of the measures necessary to the transfer of the public money in the 
possession of the bank, beyond the permanent deposit, remain animpaired.” 

This letter, of the 9th July, 1819, is also referred to in letter L No. 8, from the President of the Bank 
of Huntsville, dated September, 1819. Yet this same LetreR oF THE 9TH INSTANT, whose “relevancy 
to the subject-matter of the call” admits of no question, “was not to be found on the files of the Depart- 
ment,” or it was purposely suppressed, for it has not been communicated. 

By an examination of the documents No. 66 and No. 119, it will be seen that more than half the 
correspondence with the Bank of Missouri, though called for by a resolution of the House, had been 
suppressed. The importance and very delicate import of a few of these letters will be noticed presently, 
in connexion with another subject. 

But, though there were two calls in this case, either of which rendered it the duty of Mr. Crawford 
to have transmitted all the correspondence; and though, in answering the second call, he expressly 
stated that he had transmitted all the correspondence required by the resolution, except two letters from 
the Receiver at St. Louis, which were of a “ confidential nature,” yet your honorable body will find very 
strong reasons to doubt the correctness of this statement; and I shall be much surprised if the third 
call, with which he has so tardily complied, has been sufficient to draw from him all the correspondence, 
even with the Bank of Missouri. The omission of letters addressed to the Department might be accounted 
for on the supposition that they might have miscarried. But this is a casualty to which the letters, 
or copies of letters of the Secretary himself, which should always remain in the Department, are not 
liable. They may, however, sometimes disappear, as the letter of the Receiver at Edwardsville seems to 
have done. If not, it will be difficult to account for the absence of a letter of the 30th July, 1819, which 
is presumed to have been addressed by Mr. Crawford to the Bank of Missouri, upon the authority of a 
report of a committee of the Legislature of Missouri at its session in 1822. ‘ 

This was a committee appointed to examine into the concerns of the Bank of Missouri. Mr. 
Crawford’s letters to that bank were submitted to the inspection of the committee, and the report, which 
I have the honor herewith to transmit, (11,) contains extracts from several of them, among which is one 
from his letter of the 30th of July, 1819, of which enough appears to prove that it was embraced by the 
call, and ought to have been communicated, unless, indeed, it is a mere fabrication by the committee, for 
which no imaginable motive can be perceived. 

I have no time to dwell upon several curious particulars that are disclosed by this report. I beg 
leave, however, to refer your honorable body to the contract with the Bank of Missouri as therein set 
forth. An inspection of it will enable you to decide at once whether it is correctly represented in Mr. 
Crawford’s report of it; and whether he had a right to withdraw any part of the permanent deposit, 
under any pretence whatever, before the expiration of six months “after it ceased to be employed to 
receive the public moneys.” 

In regard to the letters that have been alluded to, I will barely remark that if so many of them, 
actually belonging to the Department, could not be found on “its files,” it will not be strange if it shall 
hereafter appear that the letter of the Receiver at Edwardsville has been overlooked; or, if the former 
ag purposely suppressed, there is nothing improbable in the belief that the latter has shared the same 
ate. 

But this letter may have been received by Mr. Crawford and he may have forgotten it. 

This, I presume, I may fairly demonstrate, by showing that his memory has been extremely treach- 
erous in other instances, of far greater consequence. For this purpose I beg leave, in the first place, to 
call the attention of your honorable body to his oath before the committee. 

Regardless of the salutary admonitions of the proverb “of the glass windows,” he has treated my 
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oath somewhat freely, and he can have no reasonable cause to complain if his own shall undergo a slight 


investigation. . to 
On his examination before the committee he says: “J never sanctioned the omission of ANy Part of the 
correspondence.” 


Now let us hear Mr. Dickins, his confidential Clerk. On the examination of this gentleman before the 
same committee he says: “It is the general direction of the Secretary, when information is called for, to 
give everything that relates to the subject. When the call was made, I looked over all the papers, filed 
and unjiled, relating to the subject. The papers, after selected, are laid before the Secretary; and in this 
case he directed me to collect everything in the office relating to the subject. They were selected and 
submitted to his inspection. In this case, from the urgency of it, I took the originals and rough drafts. The 
papers remained some time before the Secretary, while he was making the report, after I gave them to 
him, and before he communicated to the House.” 

Let it be recollected that Mr. Dickins is one of Mr. Crawford’s witnesses against me, and enjoys his 
highest confidence. Now, if this gentleman swears the truth, I would ask how it could have happened 
that so many letters of the correspondence with the Banks of Huntsville and Missouri alone were 
suppressed without Mr. Crawford’s sanction ? 

The document No. 119, before referred to, most indisputably proves that upwards of twenty letters 
of the correspondence with the latter bank were suppressed on the first call for them, and that these very 
letters were “in the office.” If, then, Mr. Dickins did collect and lay before Mr. Crawford “ all the papers, 
filed and unjiled, relating to the subject,” which he was so strictly ordered to do, and swears he did, b 
whom could the suppression of so great a portion of the correspondence with the Bank of Missouri have 
been effected? If not by Mr. Crawford, his own statement shows that it must have been done by Mr. 
Dickins. To permit so flagrant a breach of trust and confidence to pass with impunity is ¢o sanction it. 
If this suppression escaped Mr. Crawford’s notice when he answered the first call for those letters, he could 
not have been ignorant of it when he shortly afterwards complied with the second call by transmitting the 
very letters that had been suppressed. Yet we have never heard that Mr. Dickins has been punished in 
any manner whatever; and from the relation in which these gentlemen stand to each other, it cannot be 
presumed that he has been even blamed. 

Again: Mr. Crawford, in his testimony, says: “It is usual when resolutions require information which 
the records or files of the office afford to send copies; but when there is a press of business the oriciNats 
are sometimes sent, as in the present case.” 

Thus it appears from the oaths of these two gentlemen that Mr. Dickins delivered all the “ orginals 
and rough drafts” to Mr. Crawford, and that the latter sent them all to the House. No one, therefore, 
could reasonably expect to find corres among them. Yet, upon an examination of the correspondence with 
the Huntsville Bank alone, it will be-found that about one-third of the pages it occupies, and more than 
that proportion of the letters, are given as Extracts. These, surely, cannot be oricinaLs, unless Mr. 
Crawford and the President of the Bank of Huntsville were in the habit of sending Exrracts of their own 
letters to each other—a novelty that can scarcely be believed to have occurred. 

But, besides the striking variance between Mr. Crawford’s statement of having sent the originals to 
the House, and the fact of this case, the transformation of those originals into extracts requires explana- 
tion, at least. It is difficult to conjecture any motive for sending these extracts instead of the originals, 
unless it was for the purpose of omitting and withholding something which the latter contained; and if 
Mr. Crawford “never sanctioned the omission of any part of the correspondence,” by whom, and with what 
motives, could these extracts have been made and foisted into the place of the originals ? 

It cannot be too much to say that there appears to have been considerable forgetfulness in some part 
of this affair. 

Mr. Crawford must also have forgotten the resolution of 1816, when, in direct violation of its positive 
injunctions, he received from certain local banks, in discharge of their debts to the United States, and at 
par, the large amount of uncurrent notes, which, in his report, he admits he did receive from them. 

But his memory must have been much more unfortunately treacherous to him in two other particulars 
mine to this business, for I shall show that he has made two palpable and important misstatements in 
regard to it. 

Being called on by a resolution of the House of Representatives to state the amount of uncurrent 
paper which he received from the local banks that had been made depositories of public money received 
from the sale of public lands, he admits the receipt of a large amount from the Banks of Edwardsville, 
Missouri, and Tombeckbee. But as an excuse for his conduct, he represents those notes to have been 
deposited in these banks “ before the date of their contracts,” under which they agreed to account for the 
public deposits as specie. 

This I do most unequivocally and positively aver to be a misrepresentation and an indefensible apology, 
and your honorable body cannot fail to be convinced of it by adverting to the contracts themselves. I 
will refer to only one of them at present. The very first article of the contract with the Bank of Edwards- 
ville, under which it received the first cent of public deposits, is in the following words, viz: “1st. That the 
public moneys shall be entered to the credit of the Treasurer as cash,” which may be seen in document No. 
66, letter G Nos. 1 and 2. 

But for his own opinion upon the subject, even in a case where there had been no express stipulation 
“to pay cash,” I refer your honorable body to his letter, L No. 1, to the President of the Bank of Hunts- 
ville, dated January 11, 1818, where it will be found that he says: “In making the Planters and Merchants’ 
Bank of Huntsville a place of deposit, at its particular solicitation, it was expected that the transfer of 
the funds which it undertook to make would be effected in funds that circulated at par at the place where 
the transfer was directed. As the Receiver had been directed to receive the bills on no banks which did 
not discharge them in specie upon demand, it was expected that the bank would be answerable for the 
amount deposited in specie, or in bills which would be received as specie, at the place to which the money 
should be directed to be transferred, unless it should state the contrary.” 

But this is not the worst case; he has, in the same report, misstated the amount of uncurrent notes 
which he did receive from those banks, making it much less than it actually was; and some of the suppressed 
letters in the correspondence with the Bank of Missouri will prove it. 

This statement, no doubt, will surprise and astonish your honorable body; but you will not long regard 
it as a proof of temerity. I shall, however, content myself with barely stating enough to carry resistless 
conviction to your own minds of the truth of it. None shall doubt who will either read or hear the 
testimony exhibited to you by Mr. Crawford himself. 
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The suppressed letters B No. 13, from the President of the Bank of Missouri, dated October 11, 1819, 
and B No. 19, from Thomas Reddick, agent of that bank, dated February 18, 1820, taken in connexion 
with Mr. Crawford’s settlement with the said agent, will prove that the sum of $1,175 which he (Mr. Craw- 
ford) received from that bank, though artfully stated so as to disguise the fact, was composed of $290 of 
notes on the Franklin Bank of Alexandria, and $885 on the Mechanics’ Bank of Alexandria. 

His own suppressed letter, B No. 7, dated May 29, 1819, contains a notification to the Bank of Missouri 
of the failure of the former of these banks. And a friend has furnished me with the following -extract 
from the files of the National Intelligencer in regard to the latter, viz: “‘ August 28, 1819. The Mechanics’ 
Bank of Alexandria does not redeem its notes in specie, and its notes no longer pass here currently.” 

The suppressed letter, B No. 25, from himself to the President of the Bank of Missouri, dated November 
14, 1820, and the President’s answer, B No. 26, dated December 12, 1820, will show that he received from 
that bank $40,156 in notes on the Bank of Tennessee, and its branches, which were deposited in the Branch 
of the United States Bank at Louisville, on the 21st May, 1820, to meet the Treasurer’s draft. 

A report from Luke Lea, Pension Agent at Knoxville, to J. L. Edwards, of the Pension Office, dated 
January 27, 1823, shows that these notes were ‘“ mostly on the branches of the Knoxville Bank.” 

I have in my possession proof that those branches stopped payment in the summer of 1819, but I deem 
it unnecessary to exhibit it, as every member of the delegation in Congress from Tennessee, as well as 
other members of Congress, must know that they had failed to redeem their notes in specie long before 
the notes in question were received by Mr. Crawford. It is only necessary to add that none of these notes 
are included in the amount of uncurrent notes reported by Mr. Crawford. 

Now, though the probability that these misstatements were innocently made is somewhat weakened 
by the suppression of the letters that would have detected their inaccuracies, I do not deem it necessary 
to insist that they prove anything more than a greater degree of forgetfulness and inadvertence, than to 
have forgot or overlooked such a trifling affair as the letter mentioned in my examination. If they were 
intentional, it would prove the statement made against me so much the less entitled to credit. 

In making deposits in the local banks of Louisville, Cincinnati, Chilicothe, and the District of 
Columbia, (in all of which places branches of the Bank of the United States were established,) and, in 
some instances, continuing those deposits for years in succession, without making any report thereof to 
Congress, Mr. Crawford must have forgot, for a very long time indeed, and on a great variety of occasions, 
both the letter and intention of the following section in the law establishing the Bank of the United 
States, viz: 

“Be it enacted, &c., That the deposits of the money of the United States in places in which the said bank 
or branches thereof may be established shall be made in said bank or branches thereof unless the Secretary 
of the Treasury shall, at any time, otherwise order and direct; in which case the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall immediately lay before Congress, if in session, and if not, immediately after the commencement of the next 
session, the reasons of such order or direction.” 

Indeed, I am under the impression that notwithstanding his compliance with the above requisition on 
the 10th December, 1817, which proved that it was then fresh in his recollection, and though his connexion 
with the Bank of the United States, its pressing wants, and the nature of the business he had to transact 
with it, were all calculated ta recall his attention to that part of his duty almost every day, he himself 
has, in some one of his reports, admitted that he had overlooked it through ‘“ mere inadvertence.” 

I regret to have to say to your honorable body that both the state of my health and the want of time 
absolutely compel me, most reluctantly, to close this investigation of Mr. Crawford’s well timed statement 
against me. In this situation, I beg leave to refer you for further facts, of which I might, under more 
favorable circumstances, fairly and successfully avail myself, to a few of the publications under the signa- 
ture of “ A. B.,” herewith transmitted. 

Avowing myself the author of these publications, and (with the exception of a few unimportant 
typographical errors, and a mere verbal inaccuracy in regard to the time of a certain report being made) 

reasserting before your honorable body and the nation that the facts they allege are substantially true, I 
do most respectfully solicit that they may be taken as a part of, and be printed with, this communication. 

In order to strengthen my claim to this indulgence, combining all the rights of defence, of accusation, 
and of asking for investigation which can entitle me, as a citizen of the United States, or an officer of 
their Government, to appear before your honorable body, I do expressly state: 

1. That the Hon. William H. Crawford, Secretary of the Treasury, has mismanaged the national funds. 

2. That he has received a large amount of uncurrent notes from certain banks, in part discharge of 
their debts to the United States, contrary to the resolution of Congress of 1816. 

3. That, being called on by a resolution of the House of Representatives to state the amount of 
uncurrent notes which he received from these banks, he has misstated it, making it less than it really was. 

4, That he has, in his report to the House, misrepresented the obligations of those banks, or some one 
of them at least, and predicated thereon an indefensible excuse for his conduct in receiving those uncur- 
rent notes. 

5, That he has acted illegally, in a variety of instances, by making and continuing deposits of public 
money in certain local banks, without making report thereof to Congress according to law; and 

6. That he has, in several instances, withheld information and letters called for by the House, and 
which it was his duty to have communicated. 

His oath.—Let it speak for itself. 

For specifications of these statements, I offer the publications under the signature of A. B. above 
mentioned, and this communication; and, for proof, I offer that which they respectively refer to. 

All this I do defensively; for, if the facts stated be true, no rational man can doubt that they must 
weaken, at least, the force of Mr. Crawford’s statement against me. 

I will not charge him with bad intentions in any of those acts. It is more properly the duty of others 
to inquire into and judge of that matter. I do not ask for an investigation of his conduct. Such a 
request ought more naturally to be looked for from himself. But I will say that if, being an officer of 
the same Government under which he holds his office, I have wilfully and maliciously misrepresented him 
in the six foregoing allegations, it is a misdemeanor that would prove me unworthy of the office I hold. 
I invite him, or any of his friends, to make this charge against me, pledging myself to waive all notice, 
and, with all the disadvantages of absence, to submit to an investigation thereof by either or both houses 
of Congress, and to abide by the decision thereupon. If this proposition is declined, I trust we shall 
have no more canting about an “A. B. plot.” As to myself, I fear not the consequences of any fair 
investigation, for I know I shall be able, whatever may be the result, to justify myself to the nation, 
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And never having obtained any office by the slightest sacrifice of independence, I never will owe the 
holding of one to reluctant forbearance or the courtesy of my enemies. 

I will only add, that if any attempt should hereafter be made meanly to take advantage of my absence 
by those who have forborne to attack me when I could have had an opportunity of defending myself, I 
must beg of your honorable body and the nation to suspend your opinions, and to be assured that there 
shall be no avoidable delay in vindicating myself. I have in reserve much matter of defensive accusation 
and should most certainly have invited your attention to the report concerning the Receiver of Public 
Moneys at Huntsville, and other matters of not less importance, had time permitted. 


NINIAN EDWARDS. 


Wuee ine, Viretnta, April 6, 1824. 





No. 1. 


Resolved, That a committee be appointed to ascertain by whom the suppression of the paragraph in 
the letter of William R. Dickinson, Cashier of the Bank of Steubenville, to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
dated the day of , 1819, and by him communicated to this House at the last session, was 
caused, with leave to sit during the sessions of this House, and with power to send for persons and papers, 

And that the said committee be instructed to prepare and report to this House a digest of the evidence 
contained in the printed documents, in which the said printed letter (A 5) is included, if any such there 
be, showing whether uncurrent or depreciated bank notes were taken, in lieu of cash, from any of the 
banks in which the public moneys were deposited; whether the public moneys have not been discontinued 
to be deposited in branches of the United States Bank, and placed in certain local banks situated in the 
same towns and neighborhood, without complying with the directions of the law on that subject, and 
whether such transfers have not resulted in loss to the Government; whether the public money has not 
been loaned to those banks, in which standing deposits were made under the name of deposits, and 
whether such loans or deposits have not resulted in loss to the Government; whether security was not 
neglected to be taken, in some one or more instances, for the punctuality of one or more banks, which 
proposed to give such security, and whether such failure has not resulted in loss to the Government. 











Interrogatories proposed to the Hon. Ninian Edwards, a Senator from Illinois, which were answered under oath. 


Tuurspay, February 13, 1823. 


Interrogatory 1. Have you at any time, and if yea, at what time or times, seen the Documents now 
shown to you, of which (A 5) is a part, and which in printed documents is No. 66; where did you see 
them, and how often? 

Answer. Iam not here of my own suggestion, but by the request of the committee. The manuscript 
documents, which include (A 5) were brought to my room; at my request, by Mr. Cook, for my examina- 
tion; and I did examine those parts which I was desirous to see, in the presence of Mr. Cook and the 
Hon. Thomas Van Swearingen, then a member of the House of Representatives; very soon after which 
examination Mr. Cook retired from my room and took the documents with him, and I never have seen 
them since until the present time. As well as I remember, the House of Representatives directed Mr. 
Crawford’s report to be published without the documents, and Mr. Cook told me that he had been permitted 
to take the documents into his possession for examination; upon which I requested him to bring them to 
my room, This was some time during the last session of Congress, and before the documents were printed. 

Interrogatory 2. What part of said documents did you examine particularly ? 

Answer. I examined those that related to the Bank of Edwardsville pretty minutely, partially those 
that related to the Bank of Missouri, and I think it probable that I examined a part of the documents that 
related to the Tombeckbe Bank; I am under the impression that I did. I have not the slightest recollec- 
tion of having examined any other part of the documents. 

Interrogatory 3. Look at the letter A 5, now shown to you, and the pencil marks and underscoring 
thereupon. Did you, when you made the examination of the documents, see and read this letter? If yea, 
did you discover upon its face the marks it now wears? 

Answer. I did not examine the documents relating to the Bank of Steubenville. I had no motive to 
lead me to their examination, and I did not see the letter marked A 5, nor did I see or hear of any marks 
upon it, or upon any other letter at that time. 

Interrogatory 4. Do you know by whom said marks or underscoring or any part of them were made? 

Answer. Ido not. They were not made by me, nor by any other person in my presence. 

Interrogatory 5. When did you first hear the marks upon this letter (A 5) spoken of, and by whom ? 

Answer. I think I heard them first spoken of last winter, after the documents were printed, by Mr. 
Cook, but I cannot state precisely the time. 

Interrogatory 6. Did Mr. Cook state to you when or how he first discovered the marks upon A 5? 

Answer. All that I can recollect that throws any light upon that subject is this: Mr. Cook had stated 
to me that such expressions as are contained in the suppressed paragraph of the letter A 5 were in the 
documents, and afterwards, upon reading the printed documents, and not being able to find these expres- 
sions, I reminded him of his having told me that there were such expressions in some part of the 
documents. I have always supposed that that was his reason for examining the documents, for he 
afterwards stated that the paragraphs were marked. 

Interrogatory 7. What led you to the examination of the documents brought to your room by Mr. 
Cook at your request 7 














a SE aE Se Oe 












1824.] FINANCIAL MISMANAGEMENT. 1l 





Answer. There were two objects: the first of which was, that I heard of certain suggestions which 
J supposed were intended to criminate me in relation to the Bank of Edwardsville, and wished to see 
what the documents contained on that subject; and, particularly, one or more letters, which I believe had 
peen written to Mr. Crawford in 1819. The other was a statement which I had seen, or understood to be 
in Mr. Crawford’s report, and which I thought I knew to be erroneous, to wit: That the uncurrent paper 
which he received from the Bank of Edwardsville had been received by that bank before the date of the 
contract under which it agreed to pay specie. Because I, myself, had made the arrangement with him 
concerning the bank, and knew that the first article of the contract under which it became a depository 
of public money was, that the deposit should be entered to the credit of the Treasurer as cash. I did not 
examine the documents with reference to any other object. 

Interrogatory 8. Were you at any time a Director of the Edwardsville Bank? Did you resign your 
seat as such Director? If yea, at what time? And was it, or was it not, because you believed that the 
circumstances of said bank were impaired, and that it would be compelled to stop? When did said bank 
stop ? 
” penile I was a Director of the Bank of Edwardsville. It was organized about the time I left 

Edwardsville, in the fall of 1818, to take my seat in the Senate of the United States. Previous to that 
time, the public moneys received at Kaskaskias and Edwardsville were deposited in the Bank of Missouri 
at St. Louis, as I understood, by the directions of the Secretary of the Treasury; and believing that the money 
received by these offices would be equally as safe in the Bank of Edwardsville as in the Bank of Missouri, 
in which opinion subsequent events have proved that I was not mistaken, I applied to the Secretary of 
the Treasury to have the money received by these offices deposited in the Bank of Edwardsville, which 
he readily agree to do. On my return to Edwardsville from Congress, in 1819, I found that a great 
run was made upon the bank, resulting, as I then believed, and still believe, from a formidable combina- 
tion against it; and fearing that it might, at some time or other, fail to fulfil its engagements to the 
Government, I determined to sustain it against the run that was then made upon it; to get, if possible, 
out of the reach of danger, and then to free myself from all responsibility with regard to it. Accordingly, 
some time in 1819, I made a publication in the St. Louis Enquirer, Edwardsville Spectator, and I think 
one other paper, the object of which was to give public notice and to apprise the Secretary of the 
Treasury of my intention to withdraw from the bank, and my determination to relieve myself from all 
responsibility in regard to it; leaving the Secretary to judge for himself, from the returns he required it 
to make, of the propriety of continuing it a depository of public money; and although I believed the St. 
Louis Enquirer was sent to him, I enclosed him a paper containing my publication; and that he might 
have as perfect control of the subject as possible, I prevailed upon Colonel Benjamin Stephenson, the 
Receiver and the President of the Bank of Edwardsville, who apprehended that ill consequences would 
result from my withdrawing from it, to write to the Secretary of the Treasury upon the subject, and 
enclose him one of my publications; and I advised him, in the meantime, to withhold all further deposits 
till he could receive the orders of the Secretary; and I believe he did so, though I do not positively know 
it. Isaw him write the letter and enclose the publication, and I have no doubt the Secretary received it. 
Colonel Stephenson afterwards informed me that he had received a letter from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, directing him to continue the deposits in the bank, and I was much surprised at not seeing this 
correspondence in the report, as well as one or more letters which I confidently believe were written to 
the Secretary of the Treasury in 1819, for the purpose of apprising him of the situation of the bank at 
that time, and inducing him to forbear to draw upon it until it could relieve itself from the pressure it 
was then encountering. The bank continuing to pay specie notwithstanding the pressure, and in the fall 
of that year, I expect, was in as good situation as any bank in which the public money was then deposited. 

According to the pledge which I gave in my publication, I resigned my seat as a Director, and 
though I was once elected to the same station since that time I refused to accept it, nor have I had any- 
thing to do with the management of the bank since the fall of the year 1819; and that I might not be 
liable even to the suspicion of having been influenced by interested motives, in consequence of a hundred 
shares which I held in the bank, I have never borrowed one cent from it, though I paid the instalments 
required of me upon my shares in good money. I presume the documents will show when the bank 
stopped; I think it was in 1821, in the latter part of the summer or the first of the fall; it continued 
after that to redeem its notes under ten dollars. 

Interrogatory 9. Can you furnish to the committee a copy of the publication referred to in your 
answer to the last interrogatory? If not, state it as well as you can recollect it. 

Answer. I cannot furnish such a copy, but think that Mr. Crawford could; and presume that Colonel 
Benton recollects it. I think it substantially contained what I have stated in pretty express terms. 


Tuespay Mornine, February 19, 1823. 
Mr. Dickins examined: 
Interrogatory 1. Were you at the office of the Intelligencer at any time during the printing of the 
documents of which (A 5) is a part? If yea, for what purpose ? 
Answer. I do not know that I was at the office of the Intelligencer during that time, nor do I know 
how long the documents were in possession of the printers. I never saw the documents whilst in their 
possession, nor expressed to them any wish in relation to the documents. 


Mr. Burcu examined: 

Interogatory 1. Look at the underscoring upon the suppressed paragraph of A 5; is there anything 
in the ink with which said underscoring has been made which can lead you to pass any opinion upon 
the character of the mark ? 

Answer. The underscoring upon the said letter is, in my opinion, in a different ink from that with 
which the body of the letter is written. It is not the ink of the Clerk’s office of the House of Representa- 
tives; it is not so black, but approaches nearer the color of that furnished members during the last 
session of Congress. 

Interrogatory 2. Is there anything peculiar in the character of the ink furnished members of Congress 
which can enable you to identify it ? 

Answer. The ink, after being used for some time, assumed a rusty color, such as is exhibited by the 
underscoring upon the letter A 5; instead of growing black, as it grows older, it fades and rusts. 
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Mr. Cook re-examined on the 22d February. 

Question 1. At what time did you first become acquainted with the practice, in the office of the 
Intelligencer, of omitting to print those parts of documents marked with crosses, and included jn 
brackets ? 

Answer. I never heard of such a practice until I heard it stated to the other committee of investiga- 
tion by the printers. 

Question 2. How long after the documents were returned by you to the House was it before you 
moved that they should be printed ? 

Answer. I think it was not more than two or three days, but I cannot say exactly how long it was, 

Question 3. Do you think it was not on the same day ? 

Answer. I think it was not. It appears to me the documents lay in my drawer in the House of 
Representatives at least one day before I made the motion, and probably longer. 

Question 4. Were you in the habit of locking your drawer ? 

Answer No, I was not, except on some occasions, when the House adjourned from Friday or Saturday 
until Monday; and not always then. 





Bank oF STEuBENVILLE, February 10, 1823. 


Dear Str: I have just received yours of the 29th ultimo, calling my attention to a paragraph in my 
letter to the Secretary of the Treasury, of the 3d of April, 1819, which paragraph was omitted by the 
printer, on a call of the House of Representatives. 

I have examined the book containing a copy of that letter, and have conversed with the Clerk of the 
bank on the subject. We are both satisfied that no part was underscored, or marked in any way, when 
it left the bank. How, or by whom it was thus marked, or for what purpose, I am totally ignorant. 

Surely there was no just reason for suppressing that paragraph; the circumstance to which it 
referred being really trifling in itself, although, in the warmth of the moment, I gave an importance to 
it which this unfortunate suppression is calculated to magnify. The debt of eighteen thousand dollars, 
transferred from the Branch at Chilicothe to the Bank of Columbia, (where the whole amount of the 
special deposit was ordered to be placed,) and thence to this bank, was faithfully paid with interest. 

If it had remained at either of those places it would have been as faithfully paid. It was the 
property of the Government, and its character was not changed by the transfer. 

I am, very truly, dear sir, your obedient servant, 


W. R. DICKINSON. 
A. Dicxins, Esq. 





Leiter from the Secretary of the Treasury to the Committee appointed on the above subject. 


Treasury Departuent, February 24, 1823. 


Sir: In reply to your letter of the 10th instant, enclosing a resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives of the 6th of the same month, and requesting the communication of any information not already 
communicated as may be in possession of the Department, I have the honor to observe that when the 
Bank of the United States went into operation an effort was made to simplify the operations of the 
Treasury through the instrumentality of that institution. To give to this effort the greatest efficiency, 
it was agreed that the bank should have the selection, not only of the State banks in which the public 
money should be deposited, in places where it had established no office, but of those whose notes should 
be received on account of the revenue; and that all money so deposited should be entered to the credit 
of the Bank of the United States, in trust for the Treasurer of the United States. It was further agreed 
that the Treasurer might draw upon the bank at any place where the public money was deposited, 
whether there were any public money at such place or not, with the understanding, however, that 
reasonable notice should be given to the bank when it was intended to draw for any considerable 
amount beyond the sum on deposit at such place. 

This project was generally carried into effect in the course of 1817, after the State banks had 
resumed specie payments. The notes of all such banks, in the western States, were received by the 
land officers, and deposited as specie in the offices of the Bank of the United States, and in the State 
banks employed as offices of deposit. 

This plan of simplifying the operations of the Treasury was, in the course of 1818, interrupted, on 
the one hand, by the complaints of the State banks employed as offices of deposit, that the Bank of the 
United States acted oppressively and capriciously towards them, by subjecting them to all the inconve- 
niences incident to the relation they held, and depriving them of most of the advantages which they had 
a right to expect from that relation; and, on the other, by those of the Bank of the United States, alleging 
that the State banks were desirous of appropriating to themselves all the advantages of their situation, 
without bearing any part of the burdens imposed upon it by its charter, or by the arrangement made 
with the Treasury, one of the most onerous of which was the implied obligation it had incurred of guaran- 
teeing not only the solvency of those banks, while they were employed as offices, but also of the other 
State banks whose notes were received on account of the revenue. ‘This state of collision and irritation 
continued increasing until the autum of 1818, when the bank notified the Department that it could no 
longer execute its arrangement without sacrificing the essential interests of the institution. At the same 
time it declared its determination to receive from the land officers nothing but its own notes and the 
current coin of the Union, except as special deposit. Shortly after this determination many of the 
western banks stopped payment. 

The experience of the bank had, about this period, led to the conviction that it was impracticable 
to keep its notes in circulation in the western States, and orders were, consequently, issued in the course 
of the autumn or in the early part of 1819, forbidding its western offices to issue their notes, even on a 
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deposit of specie. The determination which it had formed, in relation to payments on account of the 
public lands, was, therefore, practically, a determination to receive nothing but current gold and silver 
coin, which was nearly as difficult to be obtained, in the western States, as the notes of the Bank of the 
United States. At this time there was due the United States nearly twenty millions of dollars by the 

urchasers of the public lands, a great part of which debt had been contracted during the suspension 
of specie payments, and in the years 1817 and 1818, when the notes of nearly all the western banks were 
receivable in payment. It was manifest, upon the slightest reflection, that this determination of the bank 
would greatly reduce the receipts into the Treasury from that important branch of the public revenue, 
put that consideration would not alone have been sufficient to have induced the Executive Department to 
have assumed the responsibility of the measure, which was, with great deliberation, adopted upon the 
occasion. 

To have permitted the distress and ruin in which the purchasers of the public lands would have been 
involved, by the refusal to receive from them any thing in payment but the current coin of the Union 
and notes of the Bank of the United States, under such circumstances, without an effort of the Executive 
Department to avert them, would have excited feelings in a large and meritorious body of citizens which 
no prudent Government, even if despotic, could have seen with indifference. It is confidently believed 
that, if no such effort had been made, the Executive Department of the Government would have been 
charged with the most shameful imbecility, and that the Treasury Department would have been loaded 
with the public execration. If an effort was to be made to afford relief, the alternative presented was to 
continue to receive the notes of the few banks in the west which still continue to pay specie, and enter 
them to the credit of the Treasurer, in the offices of the bank, as special deposit, or to deposit them in 
State banks, upon conditions which would make it to their interest to return them into circulation as 
soon as practicable, on account of the Government. In the first case they would have accumulated in 
those offices without the possibility of being put again into circulation on account of the Government, 
as those offices would have had no inducement to make exertions to convert them into specie, or transfer 
the amount by the purchase of bills of exchange upon New Orleans or upon the Atlantic cities. To effect 
either of these operations, it was manifest that the employment of the State banks was indispensable. 

The arrangements proposed were maturely considered and adopted with the approbation of the 
President, who was fully sensible of the importance of the crisis which had arrived. 

The inducements which were offered to those banks to resume and continue specie payments and to 
transfer the excess of the public revenue collected in the western States, beyond the expenditure, to 
places where it could be expended, were believed to be both justifiable and sufticient to insure success; 
and the result has proven that nothing was necessary to the most complete success but the want of 
integrity in those who had the direction of some of those institutions.* Against this contingency the 
Department availed itself of all the means within its reach, and confided in the representations of 
gentlemen who occupied high and responsible stations in the public councils, whose judgment and integ- 
rity were considered unquestionable, {and whose] means of information excluded almost the possibility 
of mistake. Notwithstanding the want of integrity which has been manifested by the Directors of several 
of those banks which have failed, it is still confidently believed that, after making a liberal allowance for any 
loss which possibly may occur by the Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank of Cincinnati, the Banks of Vincennes, 
Edwardsville, and Missouri, the benefits which have resulted from those arrangements will greatly 
preponderate over such loss. 

It is impossible to state whether any loss will eventually be sustained by the Government from 
either of those banks. No apprehension is entertained of loss from any other. The Farmers and 
Mechanics’ Bank of Cincinnati is, therefore, the only one in which public money has been deposited, where 
the Bank of the United States had established an office, from which there is any danger of loss. 

That bank, in a very short time after it resumed specie payments, in conformity with its agreement 
with the Treasury Department, stopped payment, and has never made any return or answered any of the 
demands which have been made upon it for information. The impression in relation to it has therefore 
been very unfavorable. A suit has been brought against it, in the federal court, for the amount of 
public money in its possession, which has not yet been decided. 

The arrangements made with the Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank of Cincinnati, the Bank of Chilicothe, 
and the branch of the Bank of Kentucky, at Louisville, where offices of the Bank of the United States had 
been established, by which the public moneys collected at the land offices in the vicinity of those banks 
were deposited in them, were not communicated to Congress at the next session after their date, from mere 
inadvertence to the provision of the charter to which the resolution refers. They were, however, matters 
of general notoriety, not only in the western States, but in the other parts of the Union. Omissions of 
this nature have frequently occurred in the Departments, and, it is presumed, will occur hereafter, with 
officers the most attentive. The notoriety, however, which attended these arrangements with the banks, 
it is presumed, will satisfy the committee that there was neither a wish nor intention to withhold from 
Congress the fact of such deposits, and the reason upon which the measure was founded. 

The papers which are herewith transmitted support the views presented in this letter. 


I remain, with respect, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 


Hon. Joun W. Campsetr, Chairman of the Select Committee. 


No. 3. 


[I wished to have prefaced my examination with the following remarks, and had written them out for 
that purpose, but I could not be indulged in doing so by the committee. ] 


I wish it to be distinctly understood that I am not now before this honorable committee as a volunteer 
to offer my testimony, nor has my attendance as a witness been produced, as far as I am informed, by the 


* This is proven by the fact that the banks of Illinois, of Madison, and of Columbus, have fulfilled their engagements 
with fidelity, and still continue to fulfil,them ; and that the Bank of Chilicothe faithfully fulfilled its engagements as long 


as they existed. 
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request, solicitation, suggestion, or procurement of any one or more of my personal or political friends, 
On the contrary, I am not free from the suspicion that some persons, at least, who have been most anxious 
for my examination, have been influenced by the hope of extorting some circumstance from me, which 
might at the same time afford a pretext for implications against myself and a plausible means of lessening 
the weight of suspicion and censure upon others; I therefore trust that the most ample explanations 
which I may deem it necessary to give, either for a correct understanding, or for a confirmation of the 
facts I am about to relate, will not be considered by the committee as improper or irrelevant. 

Before I proceed, however, I beg leave to protest against any proceeding, under whatever form or 
howsoever disguised, which assumes the authority, or has for its object, to compel any citizen of the 
Union to give evidence against himself in relation to an offence of which he may be suspected to be guilty, 
either as principal or particeps criminis, as being repugnant to and violative of those well established and 
sacred principles of our Government which are the guaranty of life, liberty, personal security, and 
property. And that no such right of coercion may be drawn into precedent through my instrumentality, 
or by passive acquiescence or tame submission on my part, I deem it proper to declare that I freely waive 
all such objections, and cheerfully submit to an examination, even if the object of it be my own crimina- 
tion, from considerations of a very different nature. 





No. 4 and 5.—B. No. 4. 


Treasury Department, March 23, 1819. 


Sir: By a statement from the Bank of the United States it appears that certain deposits mentioned 
below, made in the Bank of Missouri to the credit of the Bank of the United States for the use of the 
Treasurer, have been credited by you as “special deposits.” 

I have to request that you will inform me of the circumstances under which those deposits were 
received, and of what moneys they consist. 

Iam, Xc., 
W. H. CRAWFORD, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Joun Dates, Esq., Cashier of the Bank of Missouri, St. Louis. 
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B. No. 5. 


Bank or Missovrt, June 25, 1819. 


Sir: Your favor of the 23d of March last did not come to hand until the 16th instant, by a private 
conveyance from the State of Illinois. The deposits alluded to, say Bond and Stephenson’s, were received 
prior to this institution being informed of its appointment as an office of deposit, or had received its 
instructions. The receipts were given payable to the order of the Secretary of the Treasury, in such 
current bank notes as were then received by the Receivers of Public Moneys, and consisted of Cincinnati, 
Chilicothe, State Bank of Kentucky and branches, Tennessee, North and South Carolina, Vincennes, and 
Shawneetown notes. 

The special deposits of John Hayes, Collector, were uncurrent, viz: 


One Kentucky Insurance Company note of ........0.......200 eee eT TO Te eee CTT $20 00 
One Lebanon, Miami, Banking Company................ccceeeeeees ry eee voce §«=6D OO 
One Bank of Marietta, Ohio. .............ccese0es a sely kids eer RieeWee eee ee 5 00 
One Muskingum Bank, Ohio.................. eR R IS Wa wae Leen cieapiswinkeeeRs Kamae 5 00 
One Exchange Bank of Indiana.................. aoaks wien wd eee ee eT eT 5 00 
One Pittsburg Manufacturing Company................. REREEE RGSS HERE KDENG ETS ORES 5 00 
Two Union Bank of Pennsylvania, each $5..... feces h ee witdnwaane ARERR EET EERE Cet . 10 00 
a) a veweks 20 00 
a er [os ttrenghe oe edieeaeN 10 00 
One Marietta, Lancaster County .......... PRADO RE 4:k SOUS VANE AERA ERK ERD ERTO SEES HERS 5 00 
ee ee eT Cee eT PPT oe ere Te ere eee er ee 1 00 

136 00 


I am, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOHN DALES, Cashier. 
Hon. W. H. Crawrorp, Secretary of the Treasury. 





No. 6. 
Extract from Mr. Crawford’s Report, December 10, 1817. 


“Tn making the transfers from the State banks, the special deposits, of which they were, in some 
instances, principally composed, presented considerable embarrassment. The Bank of the United States 
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tendered its services for the purpose of exchanging for specie, or bills of the banks in commercial cities, 
those deposits which were principally confined to the interior of the middle and western States. This 
offer was accepted; and, although great exertions were made by the bank to effect that object, much 
remains to be done. Indeed, the amount of special deposits is now nearly as large as when the agency of 
the bank was accepted. This has arisen from the immense number of local banks scattered over the 
interior of the States of Pennsylvania and Ohio, most of which, ostensibly, pay their bills in specie. The 
aper, however, of these banks, is not received, in most cases, by each other, as specie; and the experience 
which the Bank of the United States, in the execution of its agency, has acquired of the character and 
standing of many of them, has induced it generally to refuse the bills of those banks. In order to put an 
end to an evil which seems rather to increase than diminish, general instructions have been given to the Collectors 
of the internal revenue to receive bills of no bank which will not be credited as specie in the Bank of the United 
States, its offices, and State banks, employed as places of deposit, where they are respectively required to 
make their deposits. As soon as the offices established at Louisville, Chilicothe, and Pittsburg, have gone into 
operation, and shall have thrown into circulation a reasonable amount of their bills, they will be made the sole 
depositories of the public moneys arising from the sales of land in the States of Ohio and Indiana; and instruc- 
tions, similar to those already given to the Collectors, will be given to the Receivers of public money in those States. 
It is only after this arrangement shall be effected that the Bank of the United States will enjoy, in 
their just extent, the advantages intended to be secured to it by the charter, Under the limited enjoyment of 
those advantages, which general circumstances seemed to impose, the conduct of the bank is entitled to 
high commendation. The Directors have in no instance urged their claim to an earlier transfer of the 
ublic money, which remained in the possession of the State or local banks. There is much reason, also, 
to believe that, in its intercourse with the State banks, and in the execution of the agency confided to it 
by this Department, a spirit of justice and liberality has been constantly manifested. 


I have the honor to be, &ce., 
W. H. CRAWFORD. 
Hon. Presipent of the Senate and the Hon. Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





No. 7. 
January 19, 1823. 


Sir: Iam informed that you have made objections to the appointment of Major Winchester to the 
office of Receiver of Public Moneys at Edwardsville, which a sense of justice both to him and myself 
renders it my duty to endeavor to obviate; and I flatter myself that if, on a review of the circumstances 
of his case, together with the explanations which I am constrained to give, you should not be fully 
satisfied that they are sufficient to warrant implications of the grossest dishonor and blackest turpitude, 
you have too much charity and justice to credit, much less to act upon them in such a manner as would 
inevitably fix upon his character a stain of the deepest dye. 

Your objections, as I understand them, are predicated upon the supposition that he has confederated 
with others for the base and diabolical purpose of robbing the public Treasury, by taking, and applying 
to their own use, the public money which was in the hands of the late Receiver, his father-in-law. 

The proof to justify presumptions of such outrageous depravity ought, in any case, to be very strong. 
In regard to an amiable but distressed family, whose honor and integrity even the utmost acerbity of 
party broils and contentions has never yet ventured to assail, the proof ought to be irresistible. 

Major Winchester’s character is neither a negative one nor has it been negatively supported. To 
say nothing of the favorable opinion of him which has been expressed by citizens of his own State, his 
standing and reputation are most honorably sustained by the recommendations of many disinterested 
gentlemen, who could have no possible motive to mislead and impose upon the administration in his case. 
Among them are Colonel Benton, Judge Barton, General Rector, Judge Peck, and others of great 
respectability in Missouri and Tennessee. If those gentlemen are to be believed, is i credible that such 
aman as they show Major Winchester to be should have entered into a plot which would forever blast 
his own fair fame and fix indelible disgrace upon the unstained reputation of the mother of his own wife ? 
I cannot believe it. The very application which he makes for the appointment in question, it appears to 
me, completely negatives all such unfavorable inferences. He would not apply for the office without 
intending to hold it; and he could not expect to hold it if he meditated the dishonorable purposes that 
are imputed to him, and which it would be impossible to conceal. 

Even his own direct interest in regard to the money alluded to, I should suppose, would be sufficient 
to prevent his participation in a scheme so criminal and disgraceful. Being, as he informed me he was, the 
security of Colonel Stephenson, he is now answerable for every cent of the money received and not paid 
into the public Treasury. To cause it to be misapplied would only render his loss the more certain. 
There could be no adequate inducements to appropriate it to his own use, under such circumstances, 
without a total abandonment of all prospects of future prosperity. To wish it appropriated, in part or 
the whole, to the use of others, would be nothing short of madness. He, therefore, must be both knave 
and fool if he has engaged in any such projects. 

What, then, is the proof to fix upon him those injurious suspicions? Nothing more than that “he 
declined the administration of the estate, and that it has been given to two young men of Edwardsville, 
of little or no property,” who are supposed to be mere instruments for consummating the intended fraud. 
Of these gentlemen I will speak first. I have known them both intimately, and one of them for many 
years; and I declare, upon my honor, that if I have ever heard the slightest suspicion of the integrity of 
either of them it has totally escaped my recollection. They are both men of business, who have been 
most extensively confided in; neither I think is less than about thirty years of age, one is older, and 
better characters than theirs I have never known. Mr. McKenney has property in Edwardsville that 
cannot be worth less, I should think, than $2,000; and they own, in partnership, a first rate tract of land, 
and a farm, in the American Bottom, about six miles from St. Louis; and with regard to Mr. Rockwell’s 
property I know but little. He, however, married the daughter and only child of one of the most amiable 
and respectable families in the State, who, to use a common phrase, appear to be pretty “full handed.” 
These gentlemen were the particular and intimate friends of Colonel Stephenson and his family, and this, 
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I suppose, was the cause of their being selected, and consenting to administer the estate; and I hazard 
nothing in saying a better selection could not have been made. 

I infer that these gentlemen are intended to be implicated because the objection to Major Winchester 
seems to be founded, not only upon his declining the administration, but upon the character or description 
of those to whom it has been committed. Is it possible, sir, that either assertion has been made, or the least 
proof exhibited, to impeach their characters ? I presume not. Without proof, the assumption that they 
would be base enough to lend themselves as willing instruments of fraud is wholly gratuitous, and ought 
not, I think, to be indulged for the purpose of eking out a most improbable suspicion of Major Winchester, 
What motive could tempt them to jeopardize, not only their characters, but their interest, by such a course? 
They must have given ample security, or they could not have obtained letters of administration, for the 
judge of probate is, and has long been, one of the most violent personal and political enemies of Colonel 
Stephenson, Major Winchester, and their friends. No presumption, therefore, can be indulged that he 
has failed to perform his duty in requiring adequate security. If the public money has been committed 
to their charge, it must be safe, and neither Mrs. Stephenson nor Major Winchester could have given a 
better proof of not intending to apply it to their own use than surrendering it into the hands of the 
administrators. On the other hand, if it has not been given up to them, their youth, want of property, 
and characters, whatever they may be, cannot, in regard to the money, have had any influence in their 
selection, and can be entitled to no weight in fixing the charge upon Major Winchester, of having 
procured their appointment with the views that are attributed to him. 

That the money has not been surrendered to them, and that it would not have been given up 
to any administrator, I think extremely probable. Administration gives no control over any but the 
property of the intestate. The public money, locked up in the Government’s own strong box, is not, 
nor ought it to be, considered Colonel Stephenson’s any more than munitions of war, or any other public 
property in the hands of an agent, should be considered as his. I have supposed that it is more proper 
that the money should be delivered to your order, or the successor of the late Receiver. Considering the 
nature of the duties of administrators in paying debts, as prescribed by law, and that they are not suable 
for twelve months, I should think it a very dangerous principle on the part of the Government to contend 
that money, under such circumstances, should be given up to them for the purposes of administration, 
and I have no doubt that equity would enjoin any attempt to act upon it, as a part of the estate of an 
intestate, which is all that an administrator can have any control over, or is responsible for, by virtue of 
any of the engagements imposed upon him by law. 

The money never was in the possession of Major Winchester. The day I left Edwardsville, which 
was nine days after the death of the late Receiver, Mrs. Stephenson informed me that the public money 
was in her possession, locked up in the strong box which had been purchased for the Government; that it 
had not been opened, and that she should keep it till it could be paid to the Government; adverting to a 
report that her husband was behindhand with the Government to the amount of about $3,000, which she 
had never heard of till after his death, she said every cent should be paid, if it took all the property 
they had in the world. 

Owing to certain persevering and successful measures to produce a coolness between Colonel 
Stephenson’s family and myself, our intercourse had been so suspended or altered that I knew less of his 
affairs during last year than at any former period of our acquaintance, and I was much surprised at the 
suggestion of his not being able to pay every cent he had received for the Government, and could only 
account for it upon the supposition that he had anticipated an allowance he expected for services under 
the relief law, and for certain other accounts which I knew he intended to exhibit. If, however, the 
amount of his defaleation does not exceed what has been stated, his property, independent of the debts 
due him, is worth more than double that amount, and it is free from embarrassment; all his other debts 
being very inconsiderable. I would myself give more than the amount supposed for his farm adjoining 
Edwardsville. He may have been imprudent in loaning money, and I have no doubt he was so, because 
I understood before I left home that a list of loaned money had been found among his papers, but I am 
persuaded, though you did not know as much of him as I did, you know enough to be satisfied that no 
man could have supported a more honest character than he did throughout the whole course of his life. 
His wife and family, I do believe, have too much pride to permit his memory to be stained with the 
reproach of having wronged the Government out of a cent. Even the injustice of prejudging them with- 
out proof, if it should happen, and the rejection of Major Winchester on such a supposition, though more 
likely than any other means my imagination can conceive of to produce such result, would not, I think, 
be sufficient, with all other motives combined, to induce them to withhold the money from the Government. 
This, however, can only be matter of opinion. It is honestly mine, though there is a possibility that I 
may be mistaken. 

Upon this view of the subject, the character and description of the administrators may, I hope, be 
considered as fairly disposed of, so as not to warrant any inference to the prejudice of Major Winchester. 

The only proof then remaining against him is, that he did not administer upon the estate; is this 
suflicient ? Had he administered he would not have got the public money in virtue thereof, and a variety 
of other considerations might have rendered him unwilling to take upon himself the administration. But 
1 owe it to him to state, and I do it without the least apprehension of not being able to justify myself, 
that he consulted me, and I advised him to have nothing to do either with the office or with the money, 
unless he should be previously authorized by yourself. I, however, exceedingly regret that in justifying 
my advice I am compelled, contrary to my inclinations and the settled determination with which I 
returned to Congress, to allude to circumstances of an unpleasant character, but as my advice was given 
upon a statement made to me by himself, I must briefly notice it. 

He informed me that it was said and believed that Mr. Lowry, whom you appointed to examine the 
land offices, had disclosed the fact that there was unaccounted for, in the hands of Colonel Stephenson, 
asum of money, the exact amount of which he did not know, but understood tu be about $3,000; that 
this disclosure was made previous to our late election, and that it was used in a most extraordinary 
manner, which I now forbear to state, for the purpose of having an influence upon the election. 

As, therefore, it was rendered probable there was a deficiency of money, the amount of which could 
not be precisely ascertained, and as it might possibly be greater than bad been supposed, I advised him 
to have nothing to do with it, lest a part of the actual deficiency might be supposed to have been produced 
after it came into his hands, and as he had never had anything te do with the office, in any way what- 
ever, his safest course was to keep clear of any kind of agency in relation to it, unless authorized by 


yourself, his course, I think, every prudent man must have felt the necessity of adopting under similar 
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circumstances, especially as there appeared to be no reason to doubt that the money would be equally 
safe in the hands of Mrs. Stephenson. 

Whatever, therefore, may be the case in relation to Colonel Stephenson or any one else, Major Win- 
chester is in nowise answerable for it. He rests his pretensions upon his own merit, and in that point 
of view I think they ought to be considered. 

I appreciate your motives in wishing to save the public money; but, seeing that Major Winchester 
has been so long presented as a candidate, I can but regret that implications of so serious character 
should have been delayed so long that it is utterly out of his power to defend himself against them in 
time to prevent their ill effects. The extreme hardship of such a proceeding must be obvious to every 
reflecting man. He, I am persuaded, anticipated no such opposition or imputations, and I cannot readily 
imagine how he could have taken a better course for avoiding them. If I could believe that he justly 
merited them, be assured he should not have my support; and I am greatly mistaken in the man if he 
fails to vindicate himself as soon as he has an opportunity to do so. 

I also regret that the office should have remained so long vacant, and if not, by that means, jeopard- 
izing the money, at least producing great inconveniences and hardships, that will require legislative 
interposition. For it is probable that there has not been a day, Sundays excepted, on which instalments 
have not been falling due; and as those instalments bear interest from their commencement, which can 
only “2 avoided by punctual payment, the amount of interest that will accumulate must be very con- 
siderable. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
NINIAN EDWARDS. 





No. 8. 


] have felt the consequences of this gentleman’s unprovoked hostility, not only at Washington, but 
in Illinois also. To show to what he can descend, I will state a fact, which must be regarded with 
astonishment by every highminded gentleman who may be informed of it. It has heretofore been pub- 
lished, and never has been denied, at least, publicly. 

A quondam friend of Mr. Crawford, in Illinois, applied to him for a statement of a certain gentleman’s 
account in the Treasury Department, intending to use it against that gentleman in a county election for 
the State Legislature. The statement was transmitted, and freely used in the election, being referred to 
in handbills, &c., This cannot be denied, or if it should be, it can be proved. 





No. 9. 


It will also be seen, in the progress of this investigation, that I had made this same statement sub- 
stantially to himself more than twelve months before my examination, before any of his suppressions had 
been discovered. 





F No. 10. 
A No. 5. 


Statement of the situation of the Bank of Edwardsville. 


See io enna yah aww eN ORe RRA CARNEATR ROE Ko ROMER Es $55,502 00 
a SOC an kad eN PNR AREER SERRE TOS Paks conteke suse nhwhw cond 10,000 00 
RES eC ON ee ee ees eT Se ee ee Te ee ee Te ee ee eee eee eee 5,231 61 
Cash on hand, viz: 

ee OOS 1 ia vane nig ORR WR EEN RED NRRWEO HR ONS $42,369 57 
NS on ANN ens oh SSE K DOSES SERA R ENERO RE SEE ENS 1,382 00 
Cash in bills receivable in land offices. ...........sccccccccsccsccseces 31,437 00 
ec IS is hy Si ide ORES aK KDRE HS e ROCKS 32,849 00 

——___—— 108,037 57 





178,771 18 











et ee ee re ee ee eee ee re Tee eee eee eee ee ee 47,690 00 
I a i ADL ah la hice edith Marea $1,825 544 
re IIIS wiseieidnc 5 5s 65s se Wde se as cbaubeseeae sae ecian 124 34 

1,701 203 
Olice notes sewed, including: post NOTED .. 2... 22.6 ccc cccce ccc cccceccccsvcesoees 44,006 00 
Balance to the credit of the Treasurer of the United States...............0...0e ee 45,475 044 
Bennnen ts Che CHOmt OF SMITH BCCOUNIS. .6 osc cece cede nsec teesesvsscecnees 39,898 03 





178,771 18 








NoveMBER_30, 1819. 
VoL. V——3 RB 
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Statement of the situation of the Bank of Edwardsville. 


oe! tee are ates i a oi hee ee tw oe ROR RRR MN eee be es $56,252 00 
MEE eT ETT eee CTT TOES ETT TCT ETE CEL CTT TE eee OTe 10,000 00 
EL sie cnn PUN eEEGE ORS ove oa bw 65'S 60N A WK oe $4054 K1G SEEN SS SIO RS ETE KS 5,844 561 
Cash on hand, viz: , 
Gold and silver ............ UNE oe a saa ewes thd «ade eiweee weeeee $44,895 00 
i 65d bene W bE Ck ETS inde WKS NOCD ER SS OK Ee ERES SD 2,050 00 
Funds sent to Louisville to pay draft from the Treasury Department, $15,000* 17,931 18 
Se Oe EEE POOURWMUNO EN FOIE DUNDES. 6 oon ccc ccccccsevseseseccccueeses 20,094 00 
ECE REE ET TE CET CERT CLE CC COTE TCO T ET TCE 35,300 00 
: 120,270 18 
192,366 744 
EET ee Tee ee Teer eer Pee yee ee eee Teer Ter ee ee Te 47,690 00 
EC eT Tee ee oe eee Hee Poe e eee ee ee Tee 2,051 60 
ON: ee eee eT TT eee ee eee ee ee Te 124 34 
1,927 26 
ee Se ANNE, SIE ORE HONOR ooo 5 56d i cede nine eee Wesenessiay kewesews 44,006 00 
Deposit to the credit of Thos. T. Tucker, Esq., Treasurer of the United States, 98,191 594 
Balances to the credit of sundry accounts.... 2... .... eee ee eee eee sseoes OBLEO OO 
—_——— 98,743 481 
192,366 74} 
i oh kp oka ON KORN AKER RTRETS ESS CANO WASSER NSO 3,700 00 
er es oc sh Sb N sk On heS RoR ROENRNOS SNES ONS s HEE OR 4,880 00 
ECE Pip eke ik ENTREE Serer ee eer TET CT eT eR EEE TTC CT 8,516 13 
EO Ore OO ee Errata rer ee een eee ree 85 00 
Bere errr eer rrr Teter rere Tr eT ere ee 100 00 
i CS ee Doe ere ik wasek: 4-0 aoe SERA Fe en's OER REO SS 650 00 





17,931 18 


DecemBer 31, 1819. 





No. 11. 
Report of the Select Committee to whom was referred the Report of the Bank of Missouri. 


The committee to whom was referred the report of the Bank of Missouri have had that report under 
consideration. A copy of the resolutions, marked A, herewith reported, was forwarded to the President 
of the Bank of St. Louis, and also to the President of the Branch Bank at St. Genevieve. The report of 
the Branch Bank, marked B, is herewith reported; and the President and Clerk of the bank, in obedience 
to the request of your committee, have brought the books, notes, and such other papers of the bank as 
were necessary to give the information wanted, which have been carefully examined. 

A list of the names of stockholders, showing the transfers made since the suspension of specie 
payments, and marked C, is also reported. 

The bank has also furnished lists of debts due for which stock is pledged, debts due on personal 
security, and debts secured by mortgage, balances on books, all of which items were verified by a 
comparison with the notes and books of the bank, and a statement, marked D, herewith reported. 

Your committee have examined, in part, the correspondence of the directory of the bank; and, for 
the information of the House, have made extracts from letters from the Hon. Wm. H. Crawford, Secretary 
of the Treasury Department of the United States. 

“1, The bank will receive from the Receivers of Public Moneys, and others having moneys to deposit 
on account of the Treasurer, the paper of such banks as pay their notes in specie on demand, and are 
otherwise in good credit, and whose paper is in circulation in its vicinity, (a list of which will be furnished 
by it to the Secretary of the Treasury,) and will credit the same to the Treasurer of the United States 
as cash. The bank may, however, discontinue to receive the paper of any of the said banks, but in such 
case it will give immediate notice thereof to such Receivers, and others who usually deposit public 
moneys in it, and the notes of any such banks which may have been received by them before such notice 
shall, nevertheless, be taken and audited by the Bank of Missouri as cash. 

“2. The bank shall pay at sight all drafts which the Treasurer of the United States may draw on it, 
and it shall, from time to time, transfer to the Bank of the United States, or its branches at New York, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington, or New Orleans, in such moneys as will be received by them as cash, 
the excess of public moneys remaining on deposit after such drafts are paid, over and above the sum 
of $150,000, which sum of $150,000 shall remain on deposit in the Bank of Missouri during the continuance 
of this arrangement, and shall be transferred, in like manner, by the bank, within six months after it shall 
cease to be employed to receive the public moneys. It is agreed, however, that if the amount received by 
the bank shall be so large as that the expense of remittance shall exceed the benefit of the deposit, the 
sum which is to remain on deposit in the bank shall be proportionably increased.” Dated June, 1819. 

Under date June 23, 1819, we find the following: 

“As the current payments into the Bank of Missouri will, probably, be more than sufficient to meet 
any demands which may arise for the public service in that quarter, over and above the deposit proposed 
to remain in the bank, and as it is desirable that the large sum which is now in that bank may, as soon 
as practicable, be made available where the public service will require it, I] have to request that measures 
may be taken for paying it over to the Bank of the United States as fast as may be convenient. * * * 
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It is presumed that the amount of the bills of the Bank of the United States and of its offices, now in the 
ossession of the Bank of Missouri, can be conveniently, and without delay, transferred to the office at 
Louisville.” 

Under date of 30th of July, 1819, your committee find: 

“ Although it is not entirely regular to ask the bank to advance money under circumstances which 
do not admit of an immediate credit upon its accounts with the Treasurer, yet, considering the amount 
which has accumulated in the bank, the difficulty there is in transferring it to the Atlantic cities, where 
much of it must be eventually transmitted.” 

Under date of the 9th September, 1819, the Secretary says: ‘Considering, however, the precarious 
state of the State institutions, except in the principal cities, it would be an act of prudence not to retain 
their notes longer than what is absolutely necessary.” 

It is proper here to remark that, under date of the 23d June, 1819, the Secretary, in consequence of 
complaints from Kentucky, remarks: “It is at the same time extremely desirable that the most conve- 
nient and conciliatory course should be resorted to in obtaining payment of the bills which may happen to 
accumulate in the banks in which the public moneys are deposited.” 

The amount which was received in the Bank cf Missouri from the 8th of August, 1818, to the 6th of 
September, 1819, will be seen by reference to a statement marked E. This statement is copied from a 
memorandum made in the handwriting of John Dales, the acting Cashier of the bank. 

Your committee believe that at the time the Bank of Missouri was established the medium of 
exchange then circulating in this country was chiefly foreign notes of the banks of Kentucky, Ohio, Ten- 
nessee, Indiana, North Carolina, &., in which the greater part of the capital stock was paid, and which 
was afterwards converted by the bank into specie. 

That the bank has never, at any time, had under discount a larger amount than was allowed by the 
charter. 

That the bank did make an arrangement with the Secretary of the Treasury for a permanent deposit 
of $150,000, which they had a right to loan or use as they thought proper. 

That the bank, for nearly five years, did meet all demands against it in gold and silver, and did 
continue to do so as long as it had the means in its power. 

That the debts due the bank on personal security, as well as those secured by mortgage, with the 
exception of five thousand dollars, are deemed safe and well secured. 

‘he amount of notes in circulation are diminished $51,515 75, of which amount $7,356, as per 
statement, is sued on, and arrangement is further made, as your committee are informed, by which $8,125 
are now suspended in the hands of General Clark, so that, making no allowance for the loss in five years’ 
circulation, there is now only $36,052 75 in circulation. 

Some of the Directors have borrowed more than $3,000; and a construction has been given to that 
art of the 8th section of the act of incorporation in the words following, to wit: “And no Director 
shall be entitled to loan at any time more than three thousand dollars from said bank, either in his own 
name or in the name of any other person,” by which a Board of Directors have loaned sums, at their 
discretion, to any Director. By a rule of the by-laws of the bank (as your committee are informed) a 
Director has no right to loan any sum whatever, it requiring five Directors to authorize a loan. Of the 
propriety of this construction your committee leave the House to judge. 

The books of the bank show the daily gradual, but rapid, drain of specie from the vaults of the bank, 
and your committee all concur in the opinion that there was no embezzlement of the specie funds of the 
bank at the time or since the suspension of specie payments. 

From statement it will be seen that the United States is now the principal creditor of the bank. To 
coerce the payment of this debt would not only involve the bank in ruin, but by causing a correspondent 
pressure on the debtors of the bank, and other debtors, who, in their turn, must be sued, would produce 
scenes of distress which your committee hope will be spared to this community. For, however pressing 
the calls on the Treasury of the United States may be, when your committee remember the important 
services rendered by the Bank of Missouri, as well to the Treasury as to the Bank of the United States, 
in thus becoming the instrument of cashing for its benefit the large amount of notes received on account 
of the Treasurer of the United States, it is hoped that this additional calamity will not be visited on a 
community already stripped of the precious metals by the fatal policy of a Government whose true interest 
would have increased rather than diminish the circulating medium, more especially when your committee 
believe that, with a reasonable indulgence, the bank will be enabled to redeem its notes and pay all its 
debts, with little loss to the stockholders. 

Your committee believe that the failure is not attributable to any act of dishonesty on the part of 
the directory of the bank, but to that cause only which has produced a general suspension in the western 
country, and to that policy which would submit the control of the currency, the wealth of this Union, 
and, unless soon counteracted, it is feared, its civil liberty, to the Bank of the United States. _ 

Your committee would ask of the House to examine the item in statement E, from which it will appear 
that the amount of the notes of the Bank of the United States and its branches, received into the Bank 
of Missouri from the 8th of August, 1818, till the 6th of September, 1819, was $104,041 49. Why has 
this currency disappeared from among us? Why have the branches of the west refused to loan their notes? 
Why are the wealthiest debtors of the bank sued? The notes then were received at par with Kentucky 
notes; they are now worth more than specie!!! Property was then high—it is now low. Your committee 
conclude by hoping that no other question, however gotten up, however momentous, can again divert 
the eyes of the National Legislature from the truly alarming state of the country. 
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STATEMENT D. 
Debts due by the Bank of Missouri. 


To the Branch Bank of the United States at Louisville, Kentucky ...................06. $590 g9 

To the Branch Bank of New York...........0+eeeeeeecees OE NE Ce ee Tee re 2 95 

To the Branch Bank of Washington ...... Te ee eer Tee ee Te eee, eee re 470 84 

Branch Bank of Kentucky at Louisville .............. ore ee Te ee hake PEAee hn . 1,528 00 

Treasury of the United States....... PARRA aaa OR er waa me ere ey iN PelN keke xs 152,342 88 

Suits commenced against the bank................ ee eee eee ieadeeewes rere 7,356 00 

To amount of notes in circulation, as follows: ; 

Oe Pip R ewes esis weceeesee+ $197,800 00 

Post notes..... rere ak eenseucaesine Lo vaet et ewe Coreeared “ackaee Sa 7,188 29 
Ee eee ee Oe Te eee ee ee 204,988 29 


Deduct as follows: 
Notes now on hand, as appears from the books of the bank.... $153,422 54 


Amount suspended in the hands of General Wm. Clark........ 8,097 00 
Notes on which suits are brought............ ees 7,356 00 
Making ...... Te Perr tere Pate nee eae veeeeeeees aa 168,875 54 
Which deducted leaves............ Pep rk ka et aes Mokke ET ee eee eee 36,062 15 
Making the whole due by the bank ........... eeeeus Reena LeCK is tiae aan wewe ee ee 198,353 54 
Funds of the Bank of Missouri. 
Debts due and secured on a pledge of stock at 80 per cent. .................. ore eee $182,060 00 
Debts due and secured by personal security and stock at 20 per cent. ...............006. 32,700 00 
Debts due and secured on pledge of stock at par................4. ieeeeSRaKeweetaaues 1,000 00 
Debts due on personal security...... ............ in ew ehheweas en toeet Tree Te eer 75,693 10 
Debts due on mortgage .............. CTT ROTC Te EOE Te CEL TTT Tee CEE Tee ee 110,577 69 
NE od See abd Nadie Dba e ea van ad 44 CO Pe ee ee er ee eee 6,696 07 
Due by Bank of St. Louis, secured by mortgage with interest thereon, as verified by the 
President of the Bank of Missouri, and exhibits of sale, &c................... Se eee 2,402 16 
Judgments verified by President and Clerk, and considered good........ eh Read Hee tiles 12,961 43 
re EEN Rid aaa teens Pisetas ne ewes Kiswewes CPC er Tee ee 17,713 75 
ee GUE MIO OG 6 ss oso oie e ee dees eee award eesev need vena er Sere 200 00 
Interest on judgments and notes suspended, as per report............ 02.0. eee eee eee ees 2,000 00 
Seneiee NI, CHING 5 ons socks be wun s esses ves sa 5in hoes Hole Di KOR Saws 446 00 
eer ree re ae pee eR eer eer eee aera ee es pik eh wees Ravine 441,460 80 
From which deduct the sum due by bank.......... Tore er Terry Rnhiawae Te cues ies 198,353 54 


246,097 26 





Leaving a balance in favor of the bank, but from which should be deducted the amount of $8,097, 
deposited with General Clark, deducted from the notes in circulation. 


E. 


Moneys on hand September 6, 1819, received of the several Receivers of Public Moneys, being such as they were 
authorized to receive by the Hon. W. H. Crawford, Secretary of the Treasury. 
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| | | | | | i 
115, 362 97 31,284 104,041 45,250,688 36 150) 3,384, 203 810) 8,148 ae 101,073 17,554 7,396 144,109 206,631) 2,336 28,091) 8,599) 5,727) 1151569, 064 





RemarkK.—The notes called foreign notes were such as the Secretary of the Treasury authorized the several Receivers of Public Moneys to receive, 
but none such were at that time received on general deposit by the Bank of Missouri as cash, although the bank did afterwards, at its expense and 
risk, convert the same into specie. 


The above, except the remark, is truly copied from a register kept by John Dales, late Cashier, from the 8th August, 1818, to the 6th September, 1819, 
and it is believed no register or memorandum of the kinds of paper received of the several Receivers was kept or made previous to the first mentioned 


period. 

E. L. LANGHAM, Clerk. 
T1imOis PAPer....seeeceeseceecceeees Ce ve seccccccccecccce ceee Base!) |) MAROORBCLOWD, WV ey PANCI oni 50.05 0000's sos oae0 e00se%.ce0c ew ecce $2,338 
SR oe ee eee ere 8,599 || North Carolina paper....... eeceeecececces ccc cccescccces eee 101,073 
Kentucky paper..........ee0s banks nishoo sen scbepwuasisessies es 206,631 || Alabama and Augusta paper.......ccsccccecscceececs saunas 7, 396 
Tennessee paper.......sse00- STs oe eee 144,109 || —_—-— 
RIND DE. oncconnene npeneeieees. 006s Seba b ene woe eneed 005440 29,091 | 504, 962 
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THE SUPPRESSED DOCUMENTS. 


In the hurry of my last communication I omitted to notice another reason in addition to “their 
irrelevancy of the subject-matter of the call;” which, according to the report of the committee, is assigned 
by Mr. Dickins as a justification for his having marked two of the three suppressed paragraphs, which he 
admits he marked. 

This is, that they were ‘improper, in his opinion, to be communicated to the public, on account of 
the disclosures they made, or opinions they expressed, which might be injurious to the affairs of the banks 
or individuals to whom they alluded.” And thus it appears that, because he thought they ought not to be 
communicated to the public, he determined to withhold them from the House, notwithstanding its unqualified 
callfor them. But who constituted him, a mere clerk of the Department, the judge of such matters? Was 
it not the province of the House to decide upon them? Or will he, or any one in his behalf, have the 
hardihood to place his justification upon the degrading and insulting assumption that the legitimate 
discretion of the House could not safely be confided in? 

Public documents belong not to the head of the Department in which they are deposited, but to the 
sovereign people of the Union, whose representatives have the right to command their production whenever 
they may deem it necessary or useful. Vain, however, would be the power to command without a 
correspondent obligation to obey. Obedience, therefore, is a positive obligation imposed equally upon the 
highest functionary of the Government and every subordinate public agent. None, therefore, can 
disregard or violate it without offering insult and indignity to the people and contempt to their representa- 
tives. And if, upon a call for the whole of a correspondence on a particular subject, as in the present 
case, even the head of a Department, much less a mere clerk, should, usurping the powers of the House, 
by arrogating to himself the right to decide how much of such a correspondence should be communicated 
or withheld, it could not be submitted to without compromitting the honor and dignity of the House. If 
submitted to, it would, indeed, “ involve the important question how far the House and the nation could 
repose confidence in the information on which they might be called upon to act.” A pretension so mon- 
strous, and a practice so dangerous, never can be tolerated or excused by a virtuous people who have 
the intelligence to appreciate and the firmness to assert and maintain their rights. 

But let us see what are those appalling “disclosures” and “opinions” which alarmed the apprehen- 
sions, awakened the sensibilities, and excited the sympathies of Mr. Dickins so strongly as to induce him, 
with such temerity, to interpose his unwarrantable precautions to shield ‘those banks and individuals” 
from the terrible consequences that were otherwise to be expected. 

One of the cases alluded to is destined to become a most fruitful topic. Some important bearings of 
the other will receive future illustration. At present, however, I intend to notice them in reference only 
to the motives by which Mr. Dickins professes to have been actuated. 

In the first place, then, it is not a little remarkable that “those banks and individuals” that were to be 
so seriously affected are found, on examination of the documents, report, and evidence, to dwindle 
down to simple units. There was but one in either case. 

In regard to the first, “the disclosures” which it was apprehended “might be injurious to the affairs 
of the banks alluded to,” are to be found in the letter of John Sering, Cashier of the Farmers and Mechanics’ 
Bank of Indiana, dated Madison, August 24, 1820, [F 6,] and consist only of a mere inquiry of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, whether the notes of the Mecuanics’ Bank or ALEXANDRIA ought to be received 

in payment for public lands by certain land offices in that State. Now, is it possible that an inquiry of 
this kind, by an individual residing at so remote a distance, could have been so materially “injurious to 
the affairs of a bank” in the District of Columbia, whose solvency, high character, and good standing, 
was such as to justify Mr. Crawrorn’s Crrcunar Lerrer to the Receivers of Public Moneys, dated August 1, 
1820, in which he directed its notes to be received in payment for public lands? How wonderful that it 
should have been so thought!!! 

The second case, [letter I 6,] it is true, “implicated one who had been a public officer,” but who had 
long before been removed, through the instrumentality of the Secretary of the Treasury himself, on 
charges of the grossest misconduct. Is it not, then, passing strange that, in the very Department by 
which he had been thus publicly disgraced before the whole nation, there should be found so strong a 
disposition, on his account, to prevent “the disclosure” of a solitary instance of his improprieties which 
happened a considerable time previous to his removal? Credulity itself must be severely taxed to believe 
it, but Mr. Dickins says so—and “Brutus is an honorable man.” 

It must be obvious to the most superficial observer that there is a mystery in the business which 
requires further explanation; but leaving its development to time, that effectual trier of all things, and 
supposing Mr. Dickins to have been actuated, in these two cases, by the motives he professes, let us 
inquire whether they could have been less powerful and operative for the suppression of the paragraph 
in the letter [A 5] which relates to the Bank of Steubenville. 

It appears that on the 10th of January, 1818, this bank owed the Government a special deposit of 

79,707 80, and a cash deposit of $27,570, making an aggregate of $107,227 80. 

On the 18th of January the bank proposed to the Secretary of the Treasury to consider this sum as 
a cash debt, and to pay it to the branch at Pittsburg, in four equal payments of three, six, nine, and 
twelve months, with interest, to commence from the time of the receipt of his acceptance of the propo- 
sition. 

On the 29th January, 1818, this proposition was acceded to by the Secretary. The whole of this 
debt, therefore, must have been due, and ought to have been paid, in February, 1819.—(See letters Aa Nos. 
l and 2. 

_ On the 13th February, 1819, the bank, having failed to comply with its contract, and still owing the 
Government a balance of $53,638 90, addressed a letter to the Secretary, stating that “in April, 1818, it 
had received a bundle of its notes from the branch at Pittsburg containing $30,000, the property of the 
United States, placed in that office on special deposit, and that, from the great pressure for specie, it had 
been compelled, in order to obtain time, to submit to a charge of retrospective interest from the January 
Preceding, because the Cashier had written a letter on that subject in that month which, as he alleged, 
amounted to a demand of payment, and that, in consequence of the continuation of those pressures, &c., 
it had only been enabled to pay the interest, and reduce the debt to $24,568 50;” and soliciting the Secre- 
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tary, with great importunity, to order this sum to be transferred to it from the branch at Pittsburg, anq 
to adopt certain arrangements for the purpose of increasing the value and circulation of its (the Bank of 
Steubenville) notes. These two balances, proposed to be united in one debt, amounted to $78,207 49 
which was all that the bank asked in this respect. r 

On the 12th March, 1819, the Secretary of the Treasury not only ordered the transfer as above 
requested, but also directed a similar transfer of $18,650 44 from the branch of Chilicothe, which the Bank 
of Steubenville had not requested, but was then “taking measures to discharge;” and in the same letter 
which announced these further fruits of “his friendly disposition to this bank,” and drew forth its adulatory 
acknowledgments, he adds: “I have this day addressed the Superintendent of the road west of the 
Monongahela, requesting him to ascertain whether the contractors for making the Cumberland road cay. 
NOT BE INDUCED to receive the sums which may become due them in drafts upon your institution. I have 
also instructed the Superintendent of that part of the road which is yet to be contracted for to make the 
contracts subject to be discharged in western funds, if i can be done without CONSIDERABLE Loss to the Govern- 
ment.*—(See letter A No. 2.) 

Thus it appears that on the 12th March, 1819, the debt which the Bank of Steubenville owed to the 
Government, but was utterly unable to pay, amounted to $96,257 84. Who, then, could have imagined that 
this bank, having so recently failed to comply with its engagements with the Government, could have the 
presumption to ask further pecuniary favors of “one of the first officers of the Government,” who was 
bound by the most sacred obligations to take every possible care of its money? And how infatuated 
must Mr. Crawford have been to have thought it consistent with his own duty or the public interest to 
continue a bank so evidently broken, and located in the vicinity of the branch of the Bank of the United 
States, at Pittsburg, as a depository of the public moneys ?—a bank, too, which, in its letter Aa No, 1, 
had so unequivocally indicated to him its own consciousness of the impropriety, if not illegality, of 
his doing so! Strange, however, as it may appear, the Bank of Steubenville, still confiding in Mr. Craw- 
ford’s “friendly disposition towards it,” at this very time, and under these very circumstances, asked to 
be made the depository of public moneys received from the sales of public lands; and, with an ever-abiding, 
untiring generosity, Mr. Crawford granted its request, and contracted to allow it a permanent deposit of 
$50,000, “of which the debt it then owed was not to be considered as forming any part.”—(See Aa 
No. 5.) 

The condition of the bank, as might have been foreseen from a variety of other circumstances contained 
in the document No. 66, which time does not permit me to advert to, continued to grow worse; and in a 
letter which it addressed to Mr. Crawford on the 7th July, 1820, pleading ‘‘its very low state,” and impor- 
tuning his indulgence, it says: ‘‘It is evident from the statement enclosed (which, by the bye, is suppressed) 
that the reputation of this institution, for the present, rests alone upon your forbearance until collections 
can be made, or further deposits made by the Receivers of public money.”—(See letter A No. 8.) 

This was, in effect, asking Mr. Crawford to wait for the payment of a debt to the Government till 
the bank could collect enough of the Government’s own money to discharge it. This appeal to Mr. Craw- 
ford’s “friendly disposition,” however, was not made in vain. The bank was indulged, continued to violate 
its engagements, owed the Government on the 14th February, 1822, (the date of Mr. Crawford’s report,) 
the enormous sum of $167,297, received from the sale of public lands, (see Mr. Crawford’s report, docu- 
ment 66, page 7,) and still is a depository of public moneys!—(See Mr. Dickins’ first examination. ) 

Can any impartial man read this hasty review of the connexion of the Treasury Department with the 
Bank of Steubenville, and believe that Mr. Dickins, who so greatly deprecated the disclosures in relation 
to the Mechanics’ Bank of Alexandria, and an individual who had been removed from office, might not 
have thought it equally serviceable to Mr. Crawford to suppress a paragraph which showed that, to a 
bank so highly favored and so ready to ask, “he had extended his friendly disposition beyond what is 
Board would have dared to ask.” I confess I think the latter much the most probable, and therefore I think 
Mr. Dickins’ memory must have failed him when he gave his testimony. 

The “Richmond Enquirer,” I find, thinks “it highly probable that Mr. Dickins, who marked all the 
other omitted paragraphs, marked this too, and that the circumstance has escaped his memory.” And 
thus it appears that the editors of that respectable and patriotic journal are too highminded and honorable 
to descend so low as to unite in the project of rejecting all testimony in regard to others, and fixing the 
charge upon a member of the House, against whom there is not the slightest grounds of suspicion. 

But they say, also, “that the arrow which was aimed at Mr. Crawford has spent its force in mid air, 
and that the committee have correctly acquitted him of all participation in this business.” What an 
unfounded assertion! There is nothing like it in the report. As to three of the marked paragraphs, one 
of which is particularly important, the implifications which the report justifies are most strong that Mr. 
Crawford’s attention was called to them, and, of course, that he must have approved of the object of those 
marks, since he did not erase them. Who could have had a better opportunity of knowing whether he 
did or did not see the marks than Mr. Dickins? The latter must have known, or believed at least, that 
he did see them, or he (Mr. Dickins) could not have sworn the truth when he said “I think that if the 
Secretary should have been of opinion that what I had marked ought to be printed, he would have erased 
the marks.” 

The editors might, with just the same propriety, contend that the committee have acquitted Mr. 
Dickins of all participation in marking the letter A No.5, as that they have done so in regard to Mr. 
Crawford. The report, in this particular, asserts only the want of proof that either of those gentlemen 
was guilty. Had the fact been established, as it is admitted by the “ Enquirer,” “that Mr. Dickins marked 
this paragraph also,” every implication against Mr. Crawford, in regard to the others, would have been 
equally warranted in relation to this one. 

I am glad, however, to find that the language of the “ Enquirer” so clearly admits that an offence 
has been committed by some one. The very term acquitted, which it introduces with some parade of 
triumph, has a direct reference to an offence. By whom, then, was it omitted? If by Mr. Dickins, is it 
not somewhat singular, if Mr Crawford had no participation in it, that it should not have received his 
most pointed reprehension? Let it be remembered that Mr. Dickins still continues one of his most confi- 
dential clerks. The inference from this single fact is irresistible, and an enlightened people will not fail 
to give it its due weight. 

Those editors, however, are greatly mistaken in supposing that these suppressed paragraphs are all 





* Who can doubt as to the effect of such instructions? and whence did Mr. Crawford derive authority to order any such 
contract to be made, at any loss whatever to the Government? This is monstrous! 
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EE 
the “ discoveries ” that were alluded to ‘in the whispers they heard three months ago.” They are mere 
pagatelles in comparison with what is yet to be discovered. I have done with paragraphs for the present, 
and take my leave of them without venturing to decide who is guilty of their suppression. The decision 
of that question I cheerfully surrender to an impartial public. I shall not, however, be deterred by vulgar 
ribaldry and ungentlemanly abuse, nor by attempts to establish an inquisition to abridge the freedom of the 
press, from engaging in further investigations. Such attempts come with a very bad grace, indeed, from 
exclusive ‘Republicans of the Jefferson school.” But the consciousness of a weak and indefensible cause 
naturally begets a desire to divert public attention from it. That desire has been most powerfully mani- 
fested already, and will be greatly increased. I shall, however, regard all such attempts with the indul- 
gence that is due to the desperation of the cause and the considerations from which they may spring. 

If certain members of Congress are as desirous as they appear to be to detect and punish me for any- 
thing that I have written, let them institute any proceeding by the House to act, not collaterally, but 
directly upon me, and I pledge my honor that I will avow myself, and waive any privilege that I have, if, 
indeed I have any, that would shelter me from merited punishment. 

My only motive for concealment arises from a consciousness that I do not write well enough for the 
public eye. So far from thinking that I have done wrong, I persuade myself that I shall, before I have 
done with this business, entitle myself to the gratitude of my fellow-citizens. The official conduct of a 
public officer is a fair subject of investigation. Every freeman has a right to investigate it in decent 
Janguage, and I neither have used, nor shall I intentionally use, any other kind. With this limitation, I 
shall pursue the course that I have marked out for myself, “though Tray, Blanche, and Sweetheart, should 
all bark at me.” a 
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SUPPRESSED DOCUMENTS—Cuass No. 3. 


Considering the great anxiety for “probing this business to the bottom,” which was so conspicuously 
manifested on a recent occasion, and the confidence with which gentlemen asserted on the floor of the 
House that “all the original letters, marked and unmarked, had been communicated,” it is a little singular 
that the strange metamorphosis of some of the most important of those originals into extracts, which has 
been subsequently discovered, should have completely extinguished the spirit of inquiry, and left nothing 
in its place but listless unconcern and apathy. How this is to be accounted for, is a problem which i 
may safely leave the public to solve. But why not investigate those extracts? It is just as probable 
that the originals were taken out, and those extracts foisted in, by a member of Congress, as that he 
marked the letter A 5. Besides, he might have done the latter innocently; but only let the former be 
fixed upon him, his motives can no longer be considered problematical. For what could more strongly 
evince a premeditated determination to suppress parts of a letter than deliberately copying long extracts 
from it and passing them off for the original itself? 

Suspicion cannot be made to stick to the member alluded to, unless he can somehow or other be impli- 
cated in the legerdemain by which the transformation of those originals into extracts has been so dexterously 
effected. If all the implications in regard to this curious affair shall be permitted to rest exclusively where 
they now do, the unsophisticated logic of the great mass of the community, who have no interest in being 
themselves deceived or in deceiving others, may lead them to the conviction that those who have been 
guilty of a multiplicity of much more important suppressions, may have had some participation in the 
suppression of the poor little paragraph in the letter A 5 also. 

It is a great error to be too easily discouraged. The investigation of those extracts may disclose 
some possibility that may afford, at the same time, an apology, at least, for the scepticism and the credulity 
of those whose peculiar organization of mind prevents the possibility of their being convinced against 
their wills, and renders it perfectly easy to believe whatever they please. Something, therefore, may 
possibly be gained in relation to the object alluded to by the investigation. Abstaining from it now, 
after all that is passed upon the subject, is like surrendering at discretion. The attempt to implicate the 
member alluded to has gone too far to stop at the present point. It must be openly abandoned (which 
would be very mortifying) or pushed further. Without the one or the other, an impartial people must 
infer that there has been a desire to screen the guilty by sacrificing the innocent; which is so abhorrent to 
every just and generous feeling that, if such an opinion should prevail, it will be infinitely worse in its 
consequences than all the suppressions that have been brought to light or are yet to be disclosed. 

Let not gentlemen who were so keen “upon the scent, while they supposed it to lead to the hole of an 
imaginary fox,” now be found “at fault” because it is discovered to ‘‘lead directly to the den of the lion.” 
Justice, magnanimity, and regard for consistency so imperiously forbid it, that I trust such a spectacle 
will not be exhibited to the just, generous, and gallant citizens of this highminded Republic. 

If gentlemen have been betrayed into error in asserting, before the whole nation, the important fact, 
that all the originals of the correspondence between the banks and the Treasury Department had been 
communicated, ought not the error to be corrected? And from whom have the public a greater right to 
expect that correction than from those who have rendered it necessary? One honorable gentleman, 
assuming the fact, as well he might, from all that then appeared, remarked, ‘that it spoke conviction to 
his mind from the first agitation of this matter, and was conclusive, that, so far from any intention to 
suppress any part of the documents, there was evinced, in sending the original letters, a disposition to open 
the whole flood of information to the House.” The great importance of this alleged fact is thus rendered 
manifest by the incontrovertible argument that has been deduced from it. Would it, then, be right that 
the people should be misled and deceived in regard to this matter? The argument of the honorable 
gentleman, without the fact to support it, is worth nothing, and I repeat, that the statement cannot be 
correct, unless Mr. Crawford and the President of the Bank of Huntsville actually sent extracts of their 
own letters to each other. And this the documents themselves will prove. 

The very mystery in which this affair is involved seems to me to furnish the strongest inducements 
and the best possible reasons for instituting a particular and strict inquiry into it. If there has been 
nothing wrongfully suppressed, the production of the real original letters themselves will show it. This, 
therefore, upon that supposition, would be the very best course that could be adopted for those who may 
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be supposed to be implicated, After the vigorous struggles that have been made for exculpation, jn 
relation to the suppression of one little paragraph, it would be too late to affect a dignified indifference in 
regard to those curious extracts. If, with such powerful motives to produce the originals, they should 
still be withheld, it will not be extraordinary if it should be believed that their production would readil 
account for the labor and pains that must have been employed in preparing the extracts which have been 
so unaccountably substituted in their place among the documents. 

But waiving for the present all further remarks on suppressions, by means of extracts of letters passed 
off for originals, I proceed to notice a new class of suppressions, by the withholding of both originals ang 
copies. 
It is most obvious, from the general scope and tenor of the very first one of the extracts that I haye 

referred to, (which is designated as the letter L No, 2, from Mr. Crawford to the President of the Bank 
of Huntsville,) that it is a reply to a letter which has not been communicated. Of this fact, however, the 
following sentence contained in it is conclusive: ‘I observe that a part of the deposit made at Savannah 
to which you refer, [when, where, or how, does not appear,] was made in your own notes and in the notes 
of the Bank of Tennessee.” Here, then, it is evident that a letter from the President of the Bank of 
Huntsville, relating directly to the deposits, and strictly embraced by the call upon Mr. Crawford, has 
been withheld, unless, perchance, it may have been purloined from the documents by some one “who 
wished to injure him.” This being possible, and possibilities being deemed entirely sufficient to warrant 
implications against one individual by gentlemen who reject proof as strong as Holy Writ against others 
I pass on to a case that cannot be so easily eluded by this most charitable subtlety. 

The suppressed paragraph in the letter L 5, from Le Roy Pope, President of the Bank of Huntsville 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, dated May 4, 1819, is acknowledged to have been marked at the Treasury 
Department for the purpose of suppression. This paragraph clearly related to instructions of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, in regard to the very deposits which were “the subject-matter of the call;” contains 
no “disclosures which might have been injurious to the affairs of banks and individuals;” and is, in itself, 
perfectly harmless. 

What possible motive, then, could there have been for its suppression, but for the purpose of coy- 
CEALING THE LETTER TO WHICH IT REFERS? ‘This letter has been withheld, and the paragraph that refers to 
it is in the following words: ‘“ Your conjecture in relation to your circular of the 11th of July last is correct; 
[where is the conjecture to be found?] the important words subsequent to the 30th June last are not 
contained in the copy received by us, and this circumstance satisfactorily accounts for the construction it 
received from the Board of Directors. We regret that any mistake should have occurred, but we rejoice 
that our decision is thus acknowledged [but how is it acknowledged ?] to have been proper. Agreeably to 
your request, [when, or how was this made ?] I return the copy heretofore received, and under which we 
have necessarily acted, and retain the copy accompanying your last letter.” This last letter, however, is 
nowhere to be found among the documents. Now, can any one read even this paragraph, with a view 
to ascertain the truth, without being strongly impressed with the belief that the motive for those sup- 
pressions, by such cautious arrangement, may have been somewhat different from what has been alleged? 

Mr. Dickins, in his testimony, says that “the letter of the 1st of May is not communicated, as will 
be seen by the printed documents.”—(Sce his second examination.) But, as there is no clue to lead us 
to all the reasons which may have produced its suppression, I will content myself at present with adverting 
to one more of the many letters that have been withheld, concerning which Mr. Crawford himself leaves 
us no room for doubt. 

This is referred to, and partly described, in his letter, L No. 7, to the President of the Bank of 
Huntsville, dated 30th of July, 1819, in which he says: “ You will perceive by the contents of my letter 
of the 9th instant that the failure of the Nashville Bank and its offices was at that time known to this 
Department. It was then foreseen that the Bank of Huntsville could not fail to be injuriously affected by 
that event, and by others of a similar nature which were then anticipated. I cannot, however, admit 
that these are the only causes which have produced the embarrassment described in your letter, nor concur 
in the opinion which you express—that the difficulties of your situation have been wholly produced by the 
Government deposits. The real cause of them is that you have discounted excessively upon your capital. If 
the public money had not been deposited with you, and you had discounted to the same extent as you have 
done, the amount of your notes in circulation would bear a most unreasonable proportion to the specie in 
your vaults; a proportion which, in times most favorable to banks, would be considered wholly unsafe. The 
public deposits, indeed, may be chargeable with your difficulties so far as they have tempted you to discount 
beyond what you would have done had they not been in your possession. 

“The reasons stated in my letter of the 9th instant in favor of the prompt adoption by the bank of the 
measures necessary to the transfer of the public money in the possession of the bank beyond the permanent 
deposit remain unimpaired,” &c. 

The letter of the 9th July, 1819, is again referred to in the letter, L No. 8, from the President of the 
Bank of Huntsville to the Secretary of the Treasury, dated September, 1819, yet that letter has been 
withheld. Let me then ask whether there can be a doubt that it was included in “the call,” or that it 
was relevant to the subject-matter thereof? If this letter could be rightfully withheld, what one, in the 
whole correspondence, was Mr. Crawford bound to communicate? Had it been produced, is it not probable 
that it would have left him without the least excuse for having continued the Bank of Huntsville a 
depository of the public money for about twelve months thereafter? I infer this from the description he 
himself gives of the letter, and from another one written cotemporaneously to another southern bank, 
which he agreed to make a depository of the public money on the production of a return of the state of 
its affairs, that “exhibited discounts to double the amount of the capital paid in,” which he himself “ con- 
ceived at the time to be imprudent,” and notwithstanding he thought it “difficult to conceive that any 
bank could be managed with prudence which extended its discounts more than fifty per cent. beyond its 
capital actually paid in.”—(See his letter, M No. 4, to Israel Pickens, President of the Tombigbee Bank, 
dated July 9, 1819.) 

The Bank of Huntsville, previous to the date of the suppressed letter of the 9th of July, 1819, had 
failed to fulfil its engagements; and, on the 50th June preceding, professing to repose “an animating con- 
fidence in the liberality of the Secretary of the Treasury,” its President frankly declared to him that 
“heavy drafts from you would. place us in a most disagreeable dilemma. In this case we must either 
empty our vaults or refuse payment. If you take away from us our specie we shall no longer have it to 
pay with here, and if you draw largely we shall be compelled to stop. Whichsoever of these courses we 
take, we trust, however, that you will not reduce us to a necessity so hateful.” And it is a most astonishing 
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fact that they did not trust in vain. After such an exposé of the situation of this bank, what possible 
‘ustification can be presented for continuing to make further deposits in it? But let us see what was its 
real situation at the date of this communication to the Secretary. 

On that very day its capital was $164,175, on which it had discounted to the amount of $417,834 40 
and then owed to the Government $244,519 51, and to individuals $34,031 77, and had in specie only 
$97,679 62.—(See LL, in document 66.) 

In June, 1820, its capital remained $164,175; its discounts amounted to $414,480 24; its debt to the 
Government, $218,352 08; to individuals, $37,268 39; and its specie was then reduced to $37,261 36 
(see same document; ) and yet, during all this time, it continued to be a depository of public money; and 
notwithstanding all these circumstances, so well calculated to excite the greatest anxiety for the safety 
and prompt transfer of the public deposits, it does not appear that Mr. Crawford ever wrote one line on 
the subject from July, 1819, to July, 1820. There is, therefore, little to choose between an admission that 
the correspondence has been suppressed and the acknowledgment of a negligence so culpable. 

It is also a remarkable circumstance that the offer of this bank to pay interest, when earnestly 
imploring forbearance, does not appear to have been accepted. 

And now, I would ask, what justification can be offered for thus jeopardizing the public money, and 
bestowing the use of it upon the stockholders of a bank in Alabama, while the Government has ‘been 
compelled to resort to loans and the payment of interest? All this, however, is but a trifle to what is yet 
to be disclosed; and though some people may now have their myrmidons, as Achilles had in days of yore 
their vaunting and menaces shall neither divert nor deter me from the purpose I have heretofore avowed. 
Indeed, I should think myself something like “the traveller who stopped on an important journey to 
chastise an impertinent cur that had bit at his horse’s heels,” were I to pay the slightest attention to 
their foolish denunciations and vile vituperations of myself for exercising in a decent manner a right 
wisely guaranticd to every freeman of this Union. . : 


A. B. 


[from the Washington Republican. | 


I now proceed to fulfil, in part, my promise of giving further explanations relative to the correspond- 
ence between the Treasury Department and the Bank of Missouri, and of the relation that subsisted 
between them. 

It will be recollected that the first call of the House for the correspondence with those banks which 
had been made the depositories of public money received from the sale of public lands, and for the 
monthly returns they were required by their engagements regularly to make to the Department, was 
answered by Mr. Crawford on February 14, 1822. 

Upon a critical examination of so much of his report as related to the Bank of Missouri, and of 
the documents therewith transmitted, they were found to afford intrinsic evidence that a part of the 
correspondence had been suppressed; that the returns of the bank required by the call had not been 
communicated; that another general return had been substituted in their place, which kept out of view 
the amount of its discounts and other important exhibits that were produced in all the other cases; and 
that a part of the information communicated was not only unsupported by any of the documents, but 
palpably inconsistent with some of them. 

Under such circumstances it was due to the dignity of the House that a second call should be made, 
and enforced also. And notwithstanding all the canting about harassing and persecuting Mr. Crawford 
with calls, it will be seen that he himself has rendered them necessary by withholding information which 
it was his duty to have communicated, and the withholding of which nothing can excuse, unless, indeed, 
his friends be so numerous and powerful, and their partiality for him so great, as to render them both 
able and willing to invest him de facto with immunities and privileges which would exempt him from all 
responsibility to Congress, and render him superior to the laws and Constitution of the country. 

Let the good people of this Union have patience; in due time they will be convinced that this 
language is not too strong. They are interested in knowing the truth, and nothing shall prevent me 
from communicating so much of it as may suit my own convenience. While, however, I continue to 
write under my present signature, I earnestly hope it will be constantly kept in mind that, for proof of 
the statements I have heretofore made or shall hereafter make, I rely exclusively upon Mr. Crawford’s 
own documents. If, therefore, 1 should make any misrepresentation, I repeat that nothing can be more 
easy than to detect and correct it. 

Intending merely to exercise the right, wisely guarantied to every freeman of the Union, of investi- 
gating the official conduct of a public functionary, and in doing so to confine myself to the truth, and 
studiously to abstain from all offensive language, I shall utterly disregard all the abuse, vituperation, 
and denunciations of those who, for their own selfish purposes, would overawe and repress the spirit of 
inquiry, without which the freedom of the press would lose much of its boasted advantages. 

It may, I am confident, be safely left to public sentiment to decide upon the pretensions to impar- 
tiality, disinterestedness, and patriotism of those who would excite odium against me for exposing 
conduct in Mr. Crawford which they themselves will not venture to defend and justify. Gentlemen should 
recollect that this case is now before a just and intelligent tribunal, where it will be decided according 
to its own intrinsic merits or demerits; and that, while they would impute to me motives of personal 
hostility, they themselves may not escape the reproach of endeavoring to screen from fair investigation 
conduct in Mr. Crawford which they would be the most prompt to condemn and denounce in others. 

It has recently been seen that when, in a short article, I first took the liberty of calling the public 
attention to a part of those suppressions, an immediate search was made into the documents. The facts 
I alleged were found to be strictly true; and thereupon the House of Representatives, of tts own accord, 
unanimously determined to investigate the matter. Additional facts of superior interest continued to 
be developed, with the same means of testing their accuracy; but finally “the scent was ascertained to 
lead directly to the den of the lion” And lo! then the great object of some gentlemen was to stop short, 
wheel about and turn back to inquire who A. B. was, with the hope of finding him a member of Congress, 
and the avowed determination “of expelling him as a dirty dog” for the very unparliamentary conduct of 
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writing a short article in decorous language, and the truth of which was attested by every member of 

the House. This ludicrous scene, however, at which I confess I, as well as others, laughed most heartily 

: ; : ; : ’ 

was permitted to close with an abandonment of that darling project; and thus I escaped, what indeed I wag 

very willing to meet, the formidable array of terrors with which I was threatened. Such daring attempts 

however, upon the freedom of the press and the rights of a fellow-citizen will not soon be forgotten. Like 

all the vaporings and abuse with which they were accompanied, they would have been worse than useless 
in a good cause, and could only render a bad one still more desperate. 

In an early stage of this investigation I ventured to advance the opinion that this business was not 
to be whitewashed, compromised, and finally settled at Washington. It is a subject which is legitimately 
within the jurisdiction of the tribunal of the people, and believing that they will take proper cognizance 
of it, I proeeed to notice the second call that was made upon Mr. Crawford in regard to the Bank of 
Missouri. 

This call remained unanswered until the 27th of April, 1822, and the documents accompanying it 
were not printed until after the rising of Congress. Of course, like the report of the second committee of 
investigation, and the replies to Mr. Eaton’s and J. Jenning’s resolutions, it was delayed to so late a 
period of the session that it could not then be acted on. It, however, was a little more fortunate than 
the resolution adopted by the House, on the motion of Mr. Moore, of Alabama, calling upon Mr. Crawford 
for an exhibition of certain allowances made to a few land officers, for clerk hire, &., in positive violation 
of the law of Congress on that subject; for this call, like the one made upon him in 1818 on the subject 
of internal improvements, he has not deigned to answer at all. And doubtless this flagrant contempt of 
the lawful authority of the House, and insult to its dignity, will be held perfectly blameless by all those 
who recently rendered themselves so conspicuous by their bold and unconstitutional attempts to muzzle 
the press and violate the most unquestionable rights of a fellow-citizen. The people, however, who yet, 
thank God, have the right to judge for themselves, may think very differently of such conduct, and with 
them I am content to leave it. 

Long as the answer to the second call above referred to was delayed, it would not have been without 
some use before this time if Mr. Crawford could have been induced to have paid a proper respect to the 
legitimate authority of the House. This second report disclosed the important fact that while only 
seventeen letters of the correspondence with the Bank of Missouri had been transmitted to the House, 
upwards of twenty other letters of the same correspondence, which ought to have been communicated, 
had actually been withheld. This far exceeded all the suspicions that had been excited by the causes 
already stated, and created a very strong presumption that, as so much of the correspondence with that 
bank had been suppressed, parts of the correspondence with other banks might not have been communi- 
cated. And hence a third call was made, requiring him to communicate to the House, as early as practi- 
sable in the succeeding session, all the correspondence between the Treasury Department and the banks 
in which public money had been deposited within a stated period, together with other information in 
regard to the relation which had subsisted between those banks and the Department. Yet, though he 
had from the adjournment of the first to the commencement of the second session of the Lith Congress to 
comply with this call, he actually failed to make his report till within about two or three days before 
the late adjournment of Congress, and, as in the case of the documents transmitted with his second report, 
this third one is not even yet printed. I hope, however, we shall have the pleasure of seeing it before 
long. And now I would ask of every disinterested and candid man, What does all this look like ? 

A. B. 





[From the Washington Republican. ] 


In regard to the suppressed letters in the correspondence with the Bank of Missouri, let it be recol- 
lected that Mr. Dickins stated in his testimony before the first committee of investigation that “in this case 
he [Mr. Crawford] directed me to collect everything in the office relating to the subject. They were selected 
and submitted to his inspection.” Now, if these letters were included among those which were thus col- 
lected and submitted to Mr. Crawford’s inspection, why were they not communicated agreeably to the 
first call? Seeing that Mr. Dickins was so particularly directed to collect “everything” upon the subject, 
and “that Mr. Crawford and himself had no particular consultation on the subject of these papers,” it is 
difficult to imagine any motive that could have influenced him to have concealed from Mr. Crawford such 
a large portion of this correspondence when he presented to him the seventeen communicated letters. 
But supposing these suppressed letters, of which, with all the others, it is proven that Mr. Dickins had 
the custody, were kept out of view by him when the first call was answered, how is it possible that the 
fact could have been concealed from Mr. Crawford at the time he made his second report, and transmitted 
them with those very letters themselves. And what should have been his course had Mr. Dickins dis- 
obeyed his orders and acted so unwarrantably ? 

The relevancy of these suppressed letters “to the subject-matter of the first call,” and the extremely 
delicate import of some of them, shall hereafter be most satisfactorily demonstrated. At present I can 
only briefly refer to a very few of them; and first I must premise that, by the call, Mr. Crawford was not 
only required to communicate the correspondence, contracts, &c., with those banks, but also to state the 
amount of uncurrent notes he had received from them in discharge of their debts to the Government. In 
his reply he states the several sums of such money which he admits he received, and adds that “in 
no other case have uncurrent bank notes been received from any bank in which the public money has 
been deposited.” Now, one or more of these suppressed letters will show that he received more of such 
notes than he reported. Yor proof of this I will, at this time, only refer to the 5th page of his report, the 
8th specification, and the paragraph immediately succeeding the 9th in the letter I No. 9, in the docu- 
ments No. 66, and to the suppressed letters B No, 18, No. 19, and No, 13, and particularly to the latter 
part of the last one, all in documents No. 119. 

In another part of his report, referring to the permanent deposits stipulated to be left in those banks, 
Mr. Crawford states that “the whole amount deposited in them was, af all times, at the disposition of the 
Government, whenever the public service should require it, and the opportunity of expenditure at the 
bank of deposit sha/l occur.” He has not, however, communicated the contract with the Bank of Missouri, 
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put annexed to his letter of the 28d June, 1819, which refers to that contract, is a note in the following 
words, viz: “The conditions referred to in the preceding letter are the same as those offered to the other 
panks in the western States; the sum to remain in deposit is $150,000."—(See A No. 10.) But upon 
examining A No. 10, it is found to relate exclusively to instructions given to Receivers of Public Money 
more than twelve months after the date of that contract. Let us, however, hear the Cashier of the Bank of 
Missouri on the subject. In the suppressed letter B No. 21, documents No. 119, he says to Mr. Crawford, 
among other things, “we cannot believe that you intend to draw on the standing deposit at this time, &c., 
when your COVENANT, so recently made, assured us of the contrary, &c. The opinion is pEctipepty formed 
that the standing deposit Must Not BE ENcROACHED Upon.” There are other important matters in this letter, 
put I beg to ask whether what is already stated is not sufficient to show its “relevancy to the subject- 
matter of the call 2” 

Mr. Crawford was also most explicitly required to communicate “the statements made by each [of 
the banks] for the last twelve months preceding its failure.” But neither of the calls have been sufficient 
to draw from him the monthly or quarterly returns of the Bank of Missouri of a later date than the Ist 
of February, 1820, although its failure did not occur until the 17th of August, 1821.—(See letter I No. 
17, documents 66.) 

The contract with the bank not having been communicated, except in the manner above mentioned, 
I cannot positively assert that the bank was bound to make these returns. This, however, seems fairly 
inferrible from those which it did make up to the Ist of February, 1820, and from the suppressed letter 
of its Cashier of the 18th of February of the same year, wherein, in referring to “his reports,” he seems 
to recognize his obligation to make them. 

Mr. Crawford also in his letter to the Bank of Missouri of the 23d of June, 1819, before referred to, 
says: “In lieu of the arrangement now existing between the Treasury and the Bank of Missouri in relation 
to the public money deposited therein, I now transmit for the consideration of that institution conditions 
similar to those which have been agreed upon with all the other banks of deposit in the western country.” 
To ascertain what those conditions were, reference must therefore be had to the contracts that had been 
made with the banks alluded to. The first of these that appears in the documents No. 66 is referred to in 
his letter, A No. 2, of the 12th of March, 1819, and the contract itself is designated as A No, 3. By this 
the bank was bound “to render to the Secretary of the Treasury and to the Treasurer of the United States 
duplicate monthly returns of its accounts with the Treasurer, and also to render to the Secretary of the 
Treasury monthly returns of the state of its affairs, and, as soon as practicable, a list of its debtors, showing 
the amount due by each, and that it should also render a similar list quarter yearly.” 

These are presumed to be the precautions to secure the honest fulfilment of their contracts by those 
banks to which Mr. Crawford alludes in his late letter to the second committee of investigation, in which 
he says that, to guard “against the contingency of a want of integrity in those who had the direction of 
some of those institutions, the Department availed itself of all the means within its reach.” But how 
idle must it have been to have entered into such stipulations without enforcing them? And what could 
more forcibly demonstrate the most inexcusable mismanagement and neglect of duty on his part than to 
suffer stipulations which he himself deemed so necessary and essential to the public interest to be violated 
and utterly disregarded? Could there be a plainer case of a public officer’s failing to perform, and that, 
too, without the slightest excuse, that which he himself had recognized as a solemn and important duty 
imposed upon him? Nothing, indeed, could be more like “sinning against light and knowledge.” 

He therefore cannot avoid the dilemma of having thus acted, or of having suppressed the returns of 
this bank for the twelve months preceding its failure, which he was required to communicate. Whether 
those returns and lists have been brought out by the third call can only be known when the third report 
and documents shall be printed, which I trust will not be one moment unnecessarily delayed. The people 
have been already so disgusted with the delays that have been practiced in the cases referred to that they 
most sincerely deprecate anything like a further repetition of them. Whenever this report can be obtained 
it will receive due attention. One of two things, however, is certain enough without it—either that if the 
bank did make those monthly and quarterly returns Mr. Crawford had it in his power, and ought to have 
communicated them, or that if it did not make them, he can have no adequate justification for having 
exempted it from the conditions imposed upon the others, as I will now attempt to prove. 

The capital stock of this bank was $210,000; on which it discounted and paid on overdrafts to the 
amount of $430,680 43, of which the sum of $186,335 was on pledges of stock, whereby the stockholders 
must have drawn out all but $23,665 of the capital stock paid in. 

The Directors themselves borrowed $108,795, for which they pledged their stock to the bank as 
security; $79,689 on mortgages; $60,075 86 on personal security; and were liable, as endorsers, for 
$37,510; to which, if overdrafts, probably chargeable to them, amounting to $11,622 27, be added, will 
show them alone liable for $297,492 18, which is $87,492 13 more than the whole amount of the capital. 
(See letter and enclosure, I No. 17, documents No. 66.) What a practical commentary upon the utility of 
monthly returns and list of debtors, showing the amount due by each!!! But how deplorable was that 
imbecility, at least, which failed to enforce a compliance with these conditions. 

It will aiso appear, unless those returns and lists have actually been suppressed, that in proportion 
to the amount and risk of public money, Mr. Crawford diminished his precautions. 

This bank, to which he allowed a permanent deposit of $150,000, equal to $9,000, at least, per annum, 
for taking care of the public money, &c., owed to the Government, on the 3d of February, 1818, $102,140 26; 
on the 80th of May, $144,248 64; on the Ist of July, $156,124 64; on the Ist of October, $188,097 54; on 
the Ist of December, $261,307 39; on the 2d of January, 1819, $849,662 14; on the Ist of March, $482,551 65; 
on the Ist of June, $691,534 88; and on the Ist of September, $726,031 30. How wonderfully Mr. Crawford 
must have forgotten the danger of Jeading people into temptation !! Can any one, seeing how the public 
money was permitted to accumulete in this single bank for nineteen months in succession, any longer 
wonder at the long Treasury list of unavailable funds? But all this must be considered still more extra- 
ordinary, in consequence of the facilities that were offered of transferring the money from St. Louis to the 
Bank of the United States at Louisville, by the steamboats which so constantly plyed between those places, 
and by which very means the Bank of Missouri itself, in the year 1819, transferred from the latter to the 
former place $163,690 in specie, of which it had been permitted to draw $35,000 from the branch and the 
balanee from the banks of Kentucky; and this, too, while it owed such a prodigious amount, which ought 
to have been transferred to, instead of taken from, the branch.—(See letters I Nos. 4 and 6, documents 66.) 

Is it possible that Mr. Crawford could have intended to comprehend such mismanagement as has been 
yere disclosed in that part of his letter to the second committee of investigation, in which he says: “It is 
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confidently believed. that if no such effort had been made, [that of using the local banks as the depository 
of the public money,] the Executive Department of the Government would have been charged with the most 
shameful imbecility, and that the Treasury Department would have been loaded with the public execration ” 
thus giving his conduct, with regard to his transactions with those banks, the aspect of a Cabinet measure, 
by an ingenious contradistinction between the “ Executive Department” and the “Treasury Department,” 
The most objectionable parts of his conduct, in regard to these matters, are his mismanagement of those 
banks, and his continuing to employ them after he himself had become sensible of the danger of doing go; 
of which no one can entertain the least doubt who will read his correspondence with the Banks of 
Steubenville, Vincennes, Huntsville, Tombeckbee, &c. If all the circumstances of these cases, as they 
developed themselves, were not communicated in detail to the ‘Executive Department” of the Govern- 
ment, but were known only to the “Treasury Department,” which was doubtless the fact, how unjust, as 
well as indelicate, was it for Mr. Crawford to introduce the President into his letter, in a manner so liable 
to be misunderstood, and for the purpose of shifting off upon his shoulders a portion of responsibility, for 
consequences which probably never would have occurred had Mr. Crawford himself adhered to and 
enforced the very arrangements which he says “were maturely considered and adopted.” Supposing the 
President, being “fully sensible of the importance of the crisis which had arrived,” did actually agree to 
the arrangements proposed at the time alluded to, it is not presumable that he could have had any 
knowledge of the minute details of the execution of them, and surely he ought not to be considered 
responsible for their continuance, after experience (of which he must have been kept entirely ignorant) 
had demonstrated the impolicy and danger of confiding in them. Nor can any approbation he may have 
given to the measure alluded to by Mr. Crawford excuse the latter for dispensing with conditions agreed 
upon, and deemed so essential to its success; nor justify him for failing to report to Congress those 
deposits in the local banks, agreeably to the positive injunctions of the act of Congress for the incorpo- 
ration of the Bank of the United States; nor for many other parts of his conduct in regard to those 
matters, which will be noticed hereafter. 

In this same letter to the committee, he expresses the opinion, very confidently, that notwithstanding 
any loss “which may possibly occur” from those arrangements and his execution of them, “the benefits 
which have resulted from them will greatly preponderate over such loss.” Sed quare de hoc. He gave to 
those banks permanent deposits to the amount of $900,000, (see his report in document No. 66,) which 
was equivalent to paying them $54,000 per annum for taking care of the public money, when the Govern- 
inent had so little of it that it was soon compelled to resort to loans of millions at a time, upon interest; 
and unavailable funds have accumulated to the amount of about $1,000,000, the interest on which would 
be $60,000 per annum, which ought to be included in the estimate; because, had those funds been appro- 
priated in due time to the public expenditures, they would have saved the necessity of berrowing and 
paying interest upon that amount, at least. But is it not most palpably unjust in regard to the people, 
that while this additional burden of $60,000 per annum is thus imposed upon them on account of those 
banks, the latter should be permitted to retain and apply to their own use such an amount of the people’s 
money, without paying any interest whatever for it. And how much longer has it to remain in the 
possession of those banks to render it, according to banking calculations, equivalent to a gratuity to 
them? I will not stop to make the calculation, but it is certain that, if it remain long enough for the 
interest upon it to discharge, it can be nothing less than a free gift; and that the people, by having, in the 
meantime, to pay interest equal to that amount, will have lost precisely as much as they will gain by its 
repayment; and so, just in proportion to the time which they shall have been thus burdened, will be their 
real loss. What will those who have vociferated so much about “retrenchment” and “ economy,” and who 
have declaimed so eloquently about mismanagement, profusion, and extravagance, say to all this? What 
would they say if such conduct had been practiced in any other Department ? 


A. B. 


[From the Washington Republican | 


I have already shown that the highly favored Bank of Missouri had a capital of $210,000; that the 
stockholders drew out of it, on pledges of stock, $186,335, leaving only $23,665 for the further accommo- 
dation of themselves or others; that upon this last sum, its real banking capital, it discounted and paid 
on overdrafts to the amount of $244,345 43; that the whole amount of its discounts, including payments 
on overdrafts, was $430,680 43; that of this sum the Directors alone were responsible for $297,492 138, 
if, as is presumed to be the case, they were chargeable with overdrafts to the amount of $11,622 27; that 
Mr. Crawford had permitted the public money to accumulate in it from $102,140 26 to $726,031 90 in the 
course of nineteen successive months, ending with the Ist of September, 1819; and that it was allowed 
a permanent deposit of $150,000, equal to $9,000 per annum, for taking care of the public money. 

Let us now look a little into its payments, for the purpose of ascertaining whether additional 
indulgences and favors, inconsistent with a due regard to public interest, were not extended to it. In that 
examination it may be useful to keep in mind the fact that certain funds “commanded a premium of four 
per cent.,” as mentioned in the suppressed letter, B No. 21, from the Cashier of that bank. 

The first intimation given by Mr. Crawford concerning the payment of the very large sum of money 
in that bank, beyond the amount of the permanent deposit, is in his letter, I No. 5, of June 23, 1819. 

In the suppressed letter, B No. 10, to the President of the Bank of Missouri, of August 10, 1819, he 
becomes more specific, and, referring to his desire that those funds might be made available for the 
public service, he says: “I presume that, by this time, such preparatory measures as were deemed 
necessary for that purpose have been made. The whole of the sum wili not be immediately required, 
however. I shall therefore instruct the Treasurer of the United States to draw on the Cashier of the 
Bank of Missouri in favor of the Bank of the United States, at the expiration of sixty days, for $210,000, 
and at the expiration of ninety days for $210,000. As soon as I am informed at what branches of the 
Bank of the United States it will be desirable to the Bank of Missouri that these drafts shall be made 
payable, instructions shall be given accordingly.” 

In the suppressed letter, B No. 14, of October 9, 1819, he says to the Cashier of the Bank of Missouri, 
“that the Treasurer of, &c., will be instructed to draw on you in favor of the Bank of the United States, 
at the expiration of sixty days, fur $60,000, &. You may therefore proceed at your convenience to place 

funds at Louisville to meet it on its presentation there.” 
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Thus have we an account of three drafts, amounting to $480,000. 

In letter I No. 6, of August 9, 1819, the Bank of Missouri proposes to “cause to be deposited in 
the Branch Bank of the United States at Fayetteville, or in any other bank in the State of North 
Carolina,” $50,000 of southern notes; and in the Branch Bank of the United States at Washington city, 
$50,000 in the notes of the Bank of Virginia and the District of Columbia, and specie—say $10,000 in 
specie and $40,000 in notes; and within thirty days after receiving an order to that effect, in the Branch 
Bank of the United States at Louisville, or any other bank in the State of Kentucky, $275,000—viz: 
$87,000 in notes of the Bank of the United States and its branches; $103,000 in notes of the State Bank 
of Kentucky and branches; $15,000 in the notes of the Bank of Vincennes, and $70,000 in notes of the 
Bank of Tennessee; and in the Branch Bank of the United States in Cincinnati, or any other bank in 
Cincinnati, $25,000 in Ohio notes.” 

These payments, thus proposed to be made, amounting to $375,000, included all but $34,561 of the 
notes of the local banks, exclusive of its own, which were in the possession of the Bank of Missouri 
only seven days before. It is therefore fairly presumable that those $34,561 had been disposed of in the 
meantime, or that they were of the best kind, and that all those of the least value were included in 
the offer. 

At the time these offers were made the bank had in its possession $109,645 in the notes of the Bank 
of the United States and its branches, $261,811 59 in specie; and in the Bank of Washington and branches 
of the Bank of the United States, $26,671 61—amounting in all to $398,128 20, being $23,128 20 more 
than the whole sum proposed to be transferred.—(See bank return of August, 1819, No. 119.) Whose 
money was this ? 

It may be proper here to remark that, in his late letter to the second committee of investigation, 
speaking of the “collision and irritation” between the Bank of the United States and the State banks, in 
the autumn of 1818, Mr. Crawford says: “ At the same time it [the Bank of the United States] declared 
its determination to receive from the land offices nothing but its own notes and current coin of the Union, 
except as special deposit. The experience of the bank had about this period led to the conviction that it 
was impracticable to keep its own notes in circulation in the western States, and orders were conse- 
quently issued in the course of the autumn, or in the early part of 1819, forbidding its western offices to 
issue their notes, even on a deposit of specie.” And hence it may have been, that, being so desirous “ that 
the large sum then in the Bank of Missouri might, as soon as possible, be made available where the 
public service should require it,” he appears to have hesitated about receiving such a large emount of 
unavailable funds from that bank while it had in its vaults so much good money that belonged to the 
Government. 

In the suppressed letter, B No. 12, of the 9th of September, 1819, after remarking to the Bank of 
Missouri that, “considering the precarious state of the State institutions, except in the principal cities, it would 
be an act of prudence not to retain their notes longer than whet is absolutely necessary,” he says: “I will thank 
you to inform me if the amount of the notes of the State Bank of North Carolina is comprehended in the 
sum of $50,000 which you proposed to deposit in the Office of Discount and Deposit at Fayetteville; also 
the amount of the notes of the State Bank of Tennessee which is comprehended in the sum of $70,000 in 
Tennessee notes which you proposed to deposit in Kentucky. The same information is requested as to 
the other Tennessee banks.” ‘The propositions of the bank were not then acceded to, but were held “ sub 
judice”—none of the money paid, and eight days before the date of this letter the whole of the notes of 
the local banks, exclusive of its own, in the possession of the Bank of Missouri were reduced to $281,445, 
leaving only $3,445 besides those which were proposed to be paid to the Government.—(See bank return 
of September 1, 1819.) 

In letter I No. 7, of the 27th of September, 1819, to the Bank of Missouri, Mr. Crawford says: “The 
Bank of the United States having declined to receive as cash the Vincennes and Ohio notes mentioned in 
your letter, I have to request that you will deposit the former in the Bank of Vincennes, and the latter 
in the Bank of Chillicothe, &. In consequence of the suspension of specie payments by the State Bank 
of North Carolina the Bank of the United States will not receive its notes as cash.” He, however, agreed 
to receive them, and requested that all of them included in the $50,000 of southern notes should be 
deposited in the State Bank at Raleigh. Respecting the Tennessee notes, he says, “instructions will be 
given as soon as I receive your reply to my letter of the 9th instant.”—(A suppressed letter.)—None of 
the money yet paid; and nine days after the date of this letter the whole amount of the notes of the 
local banks in the possession of:the Bank of Missouri was $264,294, which was $13,706 less than the amount 
of those notes proposed to be paid to the Governmen —(See bank return of October 1, 1819.) This 
deficiency, however, could easily be supplied, since nothing could be more practicable than to make the 
Government’s good money available for the purchase of bad. 

Various others of the suppressed letters relate to this subject. In one of them, B No. 18, of the 
11th of October, 1819, from the President of the Bank of Missouri, he says to Mr. Crawford, in relation 
to the notes proposed to be paid to the Government, “your compliance with the request of this Board has 
been thankfully noticed by them, and they will, as far as practicable, follow your indications,” &c. 

The determination, however, to draw the first draft of $210,000 was changed, and a draft of $50,000, 
payable at the Branch of Washington, and $160,000, payable at the Branch Bank of Louisville, were 
substituted in the place. Funds to discharge the first of these drafts were transmitted from St. Louis on 
the 14th of November, 1819.—(See suppressed letter B No. 15.) The other draft having been protested 
at Louisville on the 8th of the same month was subsequently settled at this place—(See suppressed 
letter B No. 16.) And thus the first portion of the public money required by Mr. Crawford’s letter of 
the 23d of June, 1819, to be transferred was paid in about five months thereafter. 

The second draft for $210,000 was transmitted to Louisville, but the branch at that place would not 
receive such notes as the Bank of Missouri insisted upon paying, as appears by the suppressed letter B 
No. 21, in which its Cashier says to Mr. Crawford, “I have answered the demand of that bank, (the 
Branch of Louisville) by saying that upwards of $70,000, (principally Tennessee notes) now and at all 
times heretofore assigned to the Treasury, must go towards the payment of the debt called for by that draft.” 

It being, therefore, found impracticable to adjust this affair at Louisville agreeably to the wishes of 
the Bank of Missouri, it determined upon the expedient of sending an agent to Washington to negotiate 
with Mr. Crawford himself upon the subject. 

In the suppressed letter, B No. 17, the President of the Bank of Missouri, referring to funds sent to 
Louisville (which are not described )* to $25,000 

* A line left out. 
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of uncurrent notes sent to Raleigh, says to Mr. Crawford: “To perform this business our intelligent 
Director, Colonel Reddick, has given his services,” and after expressing a hope that Mr. Crawford “would 
not again require of it [the bank] a transmission of its funds,” he adds, ‘“‘a disposition to aid the public 
service and a respect for your indications as a politician and financier will induce the directory to make 
any exertion which you may require, provided it does not endanger the property and interests of their 
stockholders and the safety of the institution. That danger is too imminent not to be dreaded, and the 
apprehension of it has eflected a determination not to encounter it.” The bank being on the safe side, by 
having the public money in its possession, it would seem, was not altogether insensible of its power, in 
some measure, to dictate its own terms. ‘That it did so with entire impunity and great ad vantage to 
itself will soon be shown. 

In the suppressed letter, B No. 18, of January 31, 1820, its Cashier says to Mr. Crawford: “Colone} 

teddick, a Director and agent of the bank, in making the public deposits, will claim your attention to 
the subject of the draft of $210,000. I beg that you will yield him that attention, as your interference 
will be no less an act of justice than of necessary friendship to this institution.” 

In the suppressed letter, B No. 19, of February 18, 1820, the agent, Colonel Reddick, submits the 
following propositions to Mr. Crawford, viz: “That the draft drawn by the Treasurer for $210,000, payable 
at Louisville, be withdrawn, and that the following draft be substituted, to wit: payable at Louisville, 
$14,000 in such money as is received by the Branch Bank as cash; $2,150 in notes, Bank of Georgetown, 
Kentucky; $3,850 in State Bank of Kentucky notes; $70,000 in Tennessee notes, viz: State Bank of 
Tennessee, and Nashville Bank and branches, payable at Chillicothe, $25,000, special deposit to the 
credit of the Treasurer, payable at Washington city; $20,000 in cash, or such notes as are received by the 
Branch Bank as such; $1,175 special deposits to the credit of the Treasurer; $42,000 in North Carolina 
State Bank and branches.” Or that if you (Mr. Crawford) “think proper to authorize the Bank of 
Missouri to collect or dispose of the Tennessee and Kentucky paper at St. Louis, for the use of the Treasury, 
the bank will cause it to be used to the best advantage, in any way that may be directed.” 

These sums thus proposed to be paid amount to $178,175, of which $34,000 only appears to have 
been in such money as either of the branch banks referred to would receive as cash, and the whole amount 
was $31,825 less than that of the draft which was proposed to be withdrawn. 

These propositions, however, were all acceded to by Mr. Crawford, on the 2d of March, 1820, as 
appears by his letter, I No. 9, to the Bank of Missouri, in which he says: “In consequence of a proposi- 
tion made by Colonel Reddick, as agent for the Bank of Missouri, I have agreed that the Treasury draft 
for $210,000, drawn on that bank on the 18th of November last, payable at Louisville, shall be recalled.” 
He also says that “the draft for $60,000, mentioned in my letter of the 19th of October last, [which was 
suppressed | has not been, and will not be drawn.” And this, too, notwithstanding the President of the 
Bank of Missouri had expressly stated to Mr. Crawford, in the suppressed letter, B No. 17, of the 18th of 
December, 1819, that funds had been transmitted to Louisville “to meet the Treasurer’s draft for $60,000, 
directed by your letter of the 19th of October.” And, in conclusion, he, Mr. Crawford, adds, for the 
comfort and encouragement of the bank, “it is not probable that any other transfers will be required 
during the present year,” of which only sixty days had then elapsed. And thus have we the winding up 
of the affair of these three proposed drafts, after the lapse of about nine months from the date of Mr. 
Crawford’s letter of June, 1819, to the Bank of Missouri, stating “it was desirable that the large sum 
which was then in that bank, over and above the deposit proposed to remain in it, might, as soon as 
practicable, be made available where the public service would require it, and requesting that measures 
might be taken for paying it over to the Bank of the United States as fast as might be convenient,” and 
for which purpose those very drafts were intended. 

No return of the bank having been communicated of a later date than the Ist of February, 1820, I 
cannot precisely ascertain what was its real situation at the time those extraordinary propositions were 
acceded to, with the intimation so kindly given of ten months’ additional forbearance. One month only, 
however, before the bank was permitted to discharge so much of its debt in uncurrent paper, it had in its 
vaults, besides its other good funds, $221,599 40 in specie of the Government’s money, which it was 
permitted to retain and use. This alone was $43,424 40 more than the whole amount of the payments 
stipulated for by Colonel Reddick. At this very time the bank had in its possession no more than $75,106 
of the notes of local banks, (with the exception of its own) nor had it as much the preceding month— 
(See bank returns of January and February, 1820.) 

What a system of brokerage and speculation might not this bank, under such circumstances (had it 
been so inclined ) have adopted, exclusively at the risk of the United States? The use of such an immense 
amount of public money would have enabled it to appropriate to its own advantage a very large amount 
of those “funds which commanded a premium of four per cent.” It had the opportunity of banking upon 
every description of money deposited in it. Whenever any bank whose notes it was authorized to receive 
failed, those notes immediately depreciated greatly, and though it might not at the time have a dollar of 
them in its possession, it could soon obtain them, either by purchase, or by receiving them from its debtors. 
The Directors themselves, if they had chosen to do so, might have borrowed and used those notes while 
they were current, and replaced them when they could be obtained for less than one-half of their nominal 





value. 
It is evident that Mr. Crawford agreed to receive all the uncurrent notes that are shown to have 


been in its possession at the time of that agreement. And thus this bank, all of whose capital, except 
$23,665, was drawn out. by the stockholders on pledges of stock, had not only enjoyed the benefits of 
loaning those vast sums of public money, and the opportunity of speculating upon depreciated paper, but 
it was indemnified and secured against all the losses and risk of those operations. 

Now, can it be doubted that some of these uncurrent notes of the Banks of Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee, 
and North Carolina, had been received by the Bank of Missouri, on its own account, in its regular course of 
business? Mr. Crawford himself suggests the probability that such had been the case in regard to the 
uncurrent notes received from the Bank of Tombeckbee. Was it less probable in this case ? Upon what 
funds could this bank otherwise have done business to such an extent? And what could justify Mr. 
Crawford for receiving, in discharge of a debt to the Government, even of not more than a thousand dollars, 
paper that was not worth more than two hundred and fifty dollars ? 

Let the “economy and retrenchment” gentlemen look to these things. No one, I am sure, after 
reading all the foregoing statements, and comparing them with the documents furnished by Mr. Crawford, 
will be silly enough to insinuate that the letter A 5 was marked by a member of Congress, without 
expecting to be laughed at and contemned by every man of sense and virtue in the community. ; 

A. B. 
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NINIAN EDWARDS DETAINED FROM MISSION TO MEXICO BY HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APRIL 23, 1824. 


To the House of Representatives: 

In conformity with a resolution of the House of Representatives of yesterday, I have received a copy 
of the proceedings of the committee to whom was referred a communication from Ninian Edwards, lately 
appointed Minister Plenipotentiary to Mexico, in which it is decided that his attendance in this city, for 
the purpose of being examined by the committee on matters contained in the said communication, was 
requisite. As soon as I was apprised that such a communication had been made to the House, anticipating 
that the attendance of Mr. Edwards might be desired for the purpose stated, I thought it proper that he 
should be informed thereof, and instructed not to proceed in his mission, but to await such call as might 
be made on him, either by the House or its committee; and, in consequence, a letter was addressed to 


him to that effect by the Secretary of State. 
JAMES MONROE. 
Aprit 23, 1824. 


18tu Concress. | No. 708. [1st Sesston. 








LOANS MADE TO GOVERNMENT DURING THE WAR OF 1812-’15. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE APRIL 28, 1824. 


To the Senate of the United States: 

In conformity with a resolution of the Senate of the 19th instant, requesting information whether 
the Executive, through the agency of the War Department, borrowed any money during the last war, 
under the condition of applying the same to the defence of the State wherein the said loans were made, to 
what amount, and whether interest was paid by the United States for such loans, &c., I herewith transmit 
a report from the Secretary of War, containing all the information in that Department in relation to the 


resolution. 
JAMES MONROE. 
Aprit 27, 1824. 





DepartMENT OF War, April 27, 1824. 


The Secretary of War, to whom was referred the resolution of the Senate of the United States, of the 
19th instant, requesting the President of the United States “to inform the Senate whether the Executive, 
through the agency of the War Department, borrowed any money during the last war, under the condi- 
tion of applying the same to the defence of the State wherein the said loans were made, to what amount, 
and whether interest was paid by the United States for such loans, or if they sustained any loss by giving 
stock or Treasury notes for them, including any other information in relation to the subject which he 
may think proper to communicate,” has the honor to transmit herewith copies and extracts of letters 
from this Department to Executives of certain States, to corporations of certain cities, banks, and com- 
manding generals of military districts, marked A; and of a report of the Third Auditor of the Treasury, 
marked B, which contain all the information in this Department in relation to the resolution. 

But it is probable additional information in relation to the “amount of the loans, and whether interest 
was paid by the United States for such loans, or if they sustained any loss by giving stock and Treasury 
notes for them,” can be obtained at the Treasury Department. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
J.C. CALHOUN. 


The Present of the United States. 





A. 
List of Documents within. 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to General Joseph Bloomfield, September 5, 1814. 

Copy of a letter from the Secretary of War to Joseph P. Norris, President Bank of Pennsylvania, 
dated September 6, 1814. 

Copy of a letter from the Secretary of War to J. W. Brachet and E. W. King, September 13, 1814. 
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Copy of a letter from the Secretary of War to General Thomas Pinckney, October 2, 1814. 

Copy of a letter from the Secretary of War to Joseph Norris, President Bank of Pennsylvania 
October 3, 1814. ‘ 

Copy of a letter from the Secretary of War to the Corporation of New York, October 8, 1814. 

Copy of a letter from the Secretary of War to General Samuel Smith, October 3, 1814. 

Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to Governor of Rhode Island, October 4, 1814. 

Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to General Henry Dearborn, October 4, 1814. 

Copy of a letter from the Secretary of War to the Committee of Defence, Philadelphia, October 5, 1814 

Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to General Samuel Smith, October 6, 1814. 

Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to James A. Buchanan & Co., October 7, 1814. 

Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to General Samuel Smith, October 8, 1814. 

Copy of a letter from the Secretary of War to General Samuel Smith, October 12, 1814. 

Copy of a letter from the Secretary of War to the Corporation of New York, October 18, 1814. 

Copy of a letter from the Secretary of War to Clement Smith, October 19, 1814. 

Copy of a letter from the Secretary of War to N. Fishe, Esq., November, 15, 1814. 

Copy of a letter from the Secretary of War to Paul Bentalou, November, 18, 1814. 

Copy of a letter from the Secretary of War to Governor Tompkins, November 25, 1814. 

Copy of a letter from the Secretary of War to the Corporation of Wilmington, December 28, 1814. 

Copy of a letter from the Secretary of War to Messrs. Joseph Riddle and others, December 23, 1814. 

Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to Governor Nicholas, of Virginia, January 4, 1815. 

Copy of a letter from the Secretary of War to Thomas R. Mercien, January 30, 1815. 

Governor Tompkins to the Secretary of War, enclosing an act of the Legislature of New York, 
dated March 22, 1815. 

Secretary of War to Governor Snyder, dated March 24, 1815. 

Secretary of War to Governor Tompkins, March 26, 1815. 

Secretary of War to Governor Pennington, March 31, 1815. 

Secretary of War to Governor of Rhode Island, May 5, 1815. 

Secretary of War tou Governor Pennington, June 20, 1815. 
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Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to Brigadier General Joseph Bloomfield, dated September 5, 1814. 


“Tn the present state of affairs here, it is impossible to remit to you the money which may be 
absolutely necessary for these purposes. I have, however, already accepted a draft in favor of Mr. 
McCoy, which has satisfied that demand; and, to put you at ease for the future, I transmit to you a letter 
of credit on the Bank of Pennsylvania for the sum of two hundred thousand dollars, which I think the 
Directors will not hesitate to advance as you may require it, especially as the whole sum will be expended 
in the payment of the troops and erecting works necessary for the defence of the city. In carrying their 
objects into effect, a free communication will be proper and eminently useful with the Government of 
Pennsylvania and the Committee of Safety in Philadelphia. On their support full confidence is reposed; 
on it, and on the virtue and patriotism of the citizens of Pennsylvania, the safety of the city may 


depend.” 





War Department, September 6, 1814. 


Sir: The Government being anxious to put into operation, with celerity and effect, all practicable 
measures for the security of Philadelphia against the attacks of the enemy, I have to propose to you that 
the Bank of Pennsylvania loan to it, to be immediately and exclusively applied to that object, the sum of 
$200,000. Iam authorized by the Secretary of the Treasury to state that Treasury notes or stock of the 
United States will be issued to give effect to such loan, as to which I should be glad to receive an answer 
from you with as much despatch as may be; the money to be deposited in bank until used by the 
Government, and interest at the common rate to go on. Every delay in having command of the funds is 
to be avoided, as it will be productive of correspondent delay in the defensive measures contemplated. 

If the Bank of Pennsylvania cannot make the loan at the present moment, I will take the liberty of 
requesting—as the object in view is commom to the city and, of course, all the banks-—that you make 
known, on behalf of the Government, to the other banks in Philadelphia the wishes and proposal stated 
in this letter. If their disposition and means could supply a greater sum than that herein mentioned, I 
should be happy to be so informed, as, in that case, it would leave a latitude for larger appropriations 
towards the object in question. 

I have the honor, &c., 
JAMES MONROE. 


JosEPH P. Norris, Esq., President of the Bank of Pennsylvania. 


War Departaent, September 13, 1814. 


GENTLEMEN: I have submitted to the President the proposition of the corporation of the city of New 
York for advancing to the United States, by loan, the sum of one million of dollars, to be applied exclu- 
sively to the defence of that city, in all the necessary measures authorized by law which the present 
crisis of public affairs may require, under the direction of the Government. 
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I am instructed by the President to state that he considers this as a proof of the patriotism of the 
corporation of New York, and of the zeal of the inhabitants in defence of the city and of the common 
rights of the nation. 

The proposition is accepted, with an understanding that the money must be deposited in some bank, 
according to the rules of the Treasury Department, and disbursed in the mode and according to the forms 
of that Department and the Department of War. On the strict application of the money to the objects 
for which it was intended you may confidently rely. 

No objection is seen to any arrangement which may promote this object which is common to this 
Department and to the corporation. 

I enclose a note, received from the Treasury Department, of the forms which it will be necessary to 
observe in the case. 

Any expenditures incurred since the loan of this money was decided on, coming within its objects, 
will be considered as comprised within its acceptance. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
JAMES MONROE. 

J. W. Bracuer and E. W. Kuve, Esqs. 


[Extract.] 


War Department, October 2, 1814. 


“Sir: Your letters of the 7th, 17th, 19th, and 24th of September have been received. 

“The force called out by you on the Tth of September is approved of, and thought not disproportioned 
to the object or crisis. The patriotic efforts of the citizens of Charleston, in contribution of labor and 
money towards the completion of the field work projected by you, are received with pleasure and appro- 
bation. The money loaned by the corporation for the defence of the town will, most assuredly, be 
reimbursed. Some delay in this must necessarily take place, and it was prudent in you to give no 
assurances of reimbursement until the termination of the war. 

“As to money, you must be well aware that there is a great pressure on the Government from every 
quarter, and you will rest assured that every possible exertion will be made to meet the demands from 
yours as well as every other district. The stoppage of the banks to pay their notes in specie, and which 
can only be continued by the countenance given to it by the Government, and the general spirit of 
patriotism now prevalent, have given considerable facilities to our money operations; and it is to be 
hoped that they will be extended to your district, and that you will be enabled to obtain from the banks 
and corporations of Savannah and Charleston, for Treasury notes at par, or by subscriptions, the Joan of 
such sums as may be necessary to carry on for the present the necessary fortifications, and to pay and 
subsist the militia that may be called out for their defence. The Treasury notes, if preferred, and they 
can be immediately negotiated, will be forwarded to you. If an additional subscription to the loan is 
more desirable to the banks, an arrangement will be made with the Treasury by which the expenditure 
of the money will be made in conformity to the objects of the lenders.” 

I have the honor, Xc., 
JAMES MONROE. 


General Tuos. Pinckney. 





War Department, October 3, 1814. 


Sm: Your letter of the 17th ultimo, making known the resolves of the banks of your city to loan to 
the Government the sum of $200,000 for the defence of Philadelphia, on the terms and conditions at which 
a part of the loan for six millions of dollars has been negotiated, in consequence of proposals made by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, dated July 25, 1814, has been received. 

The acting Secretary of the Treasury, to whom your letter and the resolves of the banks have been 
communicated, will transmit to you by this day’s mail a letter agreeing to the terms proposed by the 
banks, and pointing out the mode that will be necessary to be observed in order to obtain evidences of 
stock, as well as the proper disposition of the money loaned, agreeably to the established rule of the 
Treasury. When that Department shall have acknowledged the receipt of the loan referred to, a warrant 
will be made in your favor for all such sums as you may have advanced, and the balance will be drawn 
through the Treasury in the usual way, to meet the necessary expenditures for the protection of Phila- 
delphia. 

I have the honor, &c., 
JAMES MONROE. 


JoserpH P. Norris, Esq., President of the Pennsylvania Bank. 





War Department, October 3, 1814. 


GrntLeMeNn: In addition to the several sums heretofore advanced to M. L. Davis, Esq., contractor for 
supplying rations to the militia in actual service for the defence of New York, I have to request that you 
will take up his draft on this Department for one hundred thousand dollars on that account. 

I have also to request that you will forward to this department, as soon as practicable, the accounts 
and vouchers for all sums which you may have advanced to the several agents of this Department on 
account of supplies for local defence; and I have further to request that you will obtain from the Treasury 
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Department an acknowledgment of your loan of one million of dollars. When that Department shall haye 
acknowledged the receipt of the loan referred to, a warrant will be made in your favor for all such sums 
as you may have advanced, and the balance will be drawn through the Treasury in the usual way, to 
meet the necessary expenditures for your future defence. 
I have the honor, &c., 
JAMES MONROE. 


The Corporation oF New York. 


War Departuent, October 3, 1814. 


Sir: Yours of the 2d of October has been received and generally anticipated by a letter from this 
Department, which you will have received. 

You will take such measures as will compel the contractor to furnish good and sufficient supplies to 
the troops. As to their pay, should the Paymaster not have funds in his hands to meet the demands, it is 
presumed that you will be able to negotiate with the banks of Baltimore, for Treasury notes at par, such 
sums as will be necessary to pay off the militia, as well also as the amount that may be required for 
erecting works, mounting cannon, &c. As the banks do not pay in specie, they certainly cannot issue 
their notes on any better security than the Treasury notes of the United States. 

I have the honor, &c., 
JAMES MONROE. 


General Samvuet Suir, Baltimore. 





Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to the Governor of Rhode Island, dated October 4, 1814. 


“From the present state of the Treasury much dependence must be placed on the local authorities 
and the banks of your State to furnish temporarily those funds which it will be necessary for the United 
States to expend for their own immediate protection.” 

J. M. 





Extract of aletter from the Secretary of War to Major General Henry Dearborn, dated October 4, 1814. 


“It is supposed that, for the present, a sufficient sum of money for the pay and subsistence of the 
troops called out in your military district for its defence could be obtained from the State authorities, 
the town of Boston, and the banks, either by taking Treasury notes at par, or by a loan to the General 
Government, at legal interest, to be reimbursed at the end of the war, it being understood that the money 
thus loaned should be expended in the defence of the district, either in the erection of works and fortifica- 
tions (under the superintendence of an officer of the United States) or to pay and subsist the Army; 
either of which arrangements will be sanctioned by the Government. You will advise this Department 
to what extent you will be able to put yourself in funds by those means, and what is your probable 
monthly expenditure.” 

J. M. 





War Department, October 5, 1814. 


GenTLEMEN: In addition to the sums heretofore advanced to the several officers and agents of this 
Department for the defence of Philadelphia, I have to request that you will pay the drafts of Mr. Robert 
McCoy, contractor, to the amount of fifty thousand dollars, for the supply of provisions for the militia in 
service near your city. Until the loans offered by your banks are arranged between them and the 
Treasury, the funds cannot be drawn by warrants through that Department. I have, therefore, to suggest 
the expediency of an arrangement with the Treasury, by which they may be enabled to recognize the 
loans, including the advances made at the request of General Broomfield, as well as the sum referred to 
in this letter. When this arrangement shall have been acknowledged by the Treasury, a warrant will 
be given to cover all advances, and the balance will be drawn through that Department in the usual way, 
to meet the necessary expenditures for your future defence. 

I have the honor, &c., 
JAMES MONROE. 

The Commirree or Derence, Philadelphia. 





Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to General Samuel Smith, commanding at Baltimore, dated 
October 6, 1814. 


“The Treasury notes are signed in Philadelphia, and can be remitted thence directly to you if they can 
be negotiated, and that they might have been negotiated in the wealthy city of Baltimore was the more to 
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have been expected, as the Paymaster here has put himself in funds to pay so far the militia of the 
District of Columbia by a similar negotiation with the banks in it, and with some of them, too, that have 
been most inimical to the operations of the Government. The money, whether obtained by a negotiation 
for Treasury notes or a loan, will be placed to the credit of the United States, and drawn out in the usual 
forms, and placed to the credit of the Commanding General and the head of the staff department in such 

ortions as circumstances may make necessary to be applied to the expenses incurred for the necessary 


fortifications, &c., and the pay and subsistence of the troops stationed in Baltimore and its vicinity.” 
J. M. 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to Messrs. James A. Buchanan, William Lorman, and Henry 
Payson, sub-committee of Baltimore, dated October 7, 1814. 


“T am instructed by the President to state that he considers the loan offered by the sub-committee, 
on the part of the town of Baltimore, as a proof of the patriotism and zeal of the inhabitants in defence 
of the city and the common rights of the nation. It will be accepted, with an understanding that the 
money must be deposited in some bank, according to the rules of the Treasury Department, and disbursed 
in the mode, and according to the forms of that Department and the Department of War. On the strict 
application of the money, under the superintendence of the General commanding the District, according 
to the laws of the United States, to the defence of Baltimore, and to the pay and subsistence, &c., of the 
troops stationed in that town and its vicinity, you may confidently rely. 

“With respect to the past expenditures, the President is aware that, in the preparations to receive 
and repel the enemy, as well as during his presence in the neighborhood, many arrangements might be 
necessary and expenses incurred, which could not fail to have a salutary effect, for all the purposes for 
which they were intended. In sanctioning these, or any of them, reference must be made to existing 
laws, under which this Department acts. The same liberal construction of these laws, and the rule of 
expounding them, will be adopted, as well in regard to past expenditures, as to the future.” 

Al M. 





Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to General Samuel Smith, commanding at Baltimore, dated 
Baltimore, October 8, 1814. 


“The District Paymaster has orders to repair immediately to Baltimore. He takes with him fifty 
thousand dollars in Treasury notes. It would be advisable to get the Committee of Vigilance to extend 
their loan to an amount that would probably cover your expenditures to the lst December—a rough 
estimate of which you might be able to give them.” 

J. M. 





War Department, October 12, 1814. 


“Sir: It is desirable that the troops in service for the defence of Baltimore should be paid. It is not 
in the power of this Department to command the funds at this time. There can be little doubt that 
measures will be adopted by Congress to bring Treasury notes to par, and I hope, with the aid of the 
patriotic citizens of Baltimore, you will be able to procure a loan from the banks for this object, with the 
assurance of this Department that measures shall be immediately adopted to refund such sums as they 
may advance on this account, with interest.” 

J. M. 


General Samvet Suita, Commanding at Baltimore. 





War Department, October 18, 1814. 


GENTLEMEN: By a communication received from the Treasury Department I find that no money has 
been paid into the Treasury on account of the loan made by the corporation of the city of New York to 
be expended for the defence of that city. 

In my letter of the 3d instant I had the honor to point out to you the mode that would be necessary 
in the application of the loan for the purpose intended by the corporation and the Government. 

As frequent drafts are made on this Department for the payment of expenses incurred in the defence 
of the city of New York, which cannot be paid until the arrangement pointed out in my letter of the 3d 
instant is completed, I have to request that the corporation will be good enough to expedite the arrange- 
ment, if not already made, and that the Treasury shall have the amount of the loan deposited in some 
bank in New York. On its sole application to the defence of the city of New York, according to the 
laws of the United States, for the payment, subsistence, &c., of the troops, you may confidently rely. 


I have, &c., 
JAMES MONROE. 
The Corporation or New York. 
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War Department, October 19, 1814. 


Sir: The Secretary of the Treasury is busily engaged in the adoption of measures which, it is conf- 
dently presumed, will enable this Department to meet all its engagements in a short time; and you may 
rest assured that so soon as the means are within my control, one of the first objects which will engage 
my attention shall be the payment to your bank of all advances which it has been kind enough to 
make to this Department, as well as the payment of any advances which may henceforth be made. 

For the advances heretofore made by the bank in payment of drafts on this Department, which have 
been accepted or authorized by it to be paid, the bank will be allowed the legal interest from the period 
of their falling due until their payment by the Department, and the same course will be pursued in regard 
to any other advances which may be made by the bank. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 
JAMES MONROE, 

CLEMENT Suitu, Esq., Cashier of the Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank, Georgetown. 





War Department, November 15, 1814. 


Sir: I have not yet had the pleasure to receive the statement of expenditures made by the Committee 
of Defence of New York out of the loan of $1,000,000 made by the corporation of that city, promised in 
your letter of the 25th October. 

It is indispensably necessary, on many accounts, that this Department should be in possession of 
that document, and more especially for the purpose of ascertaining what amount it may be proper to draw 
for in favor of the eontractor at New York, who is extremely pressing for funds. 

No other resource to provide for his supplies at this time is at the command of this Department, 
I have this day authorized him to draw on the Committee of Defence for————, which draft you will 


be pleased to pay. 
JAMES MONROE. 
N. Fiske, Esq., Chairman of Committee of Defence, New York. 





Wark Department, November 18, 1814. 


Sir: Yours of the 16th instant, enclosing a letter to you from the President of the Commercial and 
Farmers’ Bank of Baltimore, is received. It is desirable that your accounts with that bank should be 
settled and paid up as far as possible. ‘The amount of the loan from the banks of Baltimore was to be 
applied to the discharge of the expenses incurred in the defence of that place, under the superintendence 
of the Commanding General of the military district. You will, therefore, make the necessary arrange- 
ments with General Scott and the sub-committee of Baltimore as to the sum which can be applied out of 
that loan to defray the expenses of your department. In addition to that amount, I can direct fifty 
thousand dollars in Treasury notes to be remitied to you, which is all that the existing state of things 


will at present admit. 
JAMES MONROE. 
Pav. Bentatou, Quartermaster General. 


War Departuent, November 25, 1814. 


Sir: Hearing that an increased demand for Treasury notes had raised their value in New York, and 
having urgent calls for money in the eastern States, I have taken the liberty to remit to you a very 
considerable sum, $600,000, in addition to the sum of $100,000 lately forwarded. In confidence, I have 
to state that it is contemplated to make an attempt to expel the British force, who have intruded within 
our limits, from Maine, and that there is great hope of success, if we shall be able to place a part of this 
money in a bank at Boston. The object of the remittance of these notes is to sell the whole se ep Oe 
they can be sold at par: $200,000 of which to be deposited in a bank at Boston, and the balance 4n a bank 


at New York. 
JAMES MONROE. 
Governor Tompkins, of New York. 





War Department, December 23, 1814. 


This Department having been informed that, if assurances were given to the corporation of Wil- 
mington that all moneys advanced by it to the United States should be confined in their expenditure to 
completing the works erecting on the Pea Patch it would advance willingly and liberally, I have now the 
honor of assuring you that whatever advances are thus made shall be exclusively confined to that object, 
and that an interest of six per centum per annum will be allowed until the sums so advanced are repaid. 

JAMES MONROE. 


The Corporation or Wi.mincton, Delaware. 
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War Department, December 28, 1814. 


Sir: Understanding that it is your wish to aid the views of the General Government by loans of 
money, on the condition that such loans will be confined exclusively to the completing the works erecting 
on the Pea Patch, I now make you the assurance that this condition will be respected to the extent of 
the sums loaned, and that an interest of six per centum per annum will be allowed on them till paid. 

JAMES MONROE. 


Messrs. JosePH Rippie, and others, Newcastle, Delaware. 





Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to his Excellency Wilson C. Nicholas, Governor of Virginia, 
dated War Department, January 4, 1815. 


“It is much to be desired that those of the militia who may be discharged should be previously paid, 
and that they should be supplied with provisions on their return home, especially the sick. All possible 
attention will be paid to these most important objects; but here new difficulties occur, of a nature not 
unknown to you. The resources of the country are abundant; the virtue and patriotism of our fellow- 
citizens unequalled; but, until a system of finance, inspiring general confidence, is adopted, the want of 
money will be experienced. From the banks of most of the States much aid has been derived in this 
trying emergency. If the banks of Virginia, who have been friendly, will assist us with funds, we shall 
be happy to take advantage of, and apply them to the payment of the troops employed in the defence of 
the State. I would thank you to have the goodness to communicate with them, and inform me of the 
result. Legal interest will be paid, and Treasury notes deposited, as in other cases, as a security for 


reimbursement.” 
J. M. 





War Department, January 30, 1815. 


Sir: I have had the honor to receive your letter of yesterday, requesting me to state whether there 
was not an understanding or agreement between the committee of the corporation of New York that the 
loan of one million of dollars, which was advanced to the United States to be applied to the defence of 
that city, should be accepted at the rate of eighty dollars in the hundred. 

I do not recollect that any precise agreement was entered into or insisted on by the committee 
respecting that particular condition of theloan. JI remember that I considered the loan as a strong proof of 
the public spirit and patriotism of the corporation of the city of New York; that eighty was the sum at 
which stock had just before been disposed of by the Secretary of the Treasury; and that, had a positive 
agreement been then entered into, I could not have expected to have obtained it on more favorable con- 
ditions. So far as I have any recollection of what passed between the committee and me on this point, 
I am inclined to think that the failure to enter into an agreement proceeded from an aversion on my part 
to fix the loan at that sum, or rate, preferring to leave it to subsequent and amicable adjustment, in the 
hope that if the public credit should rise the corporation would be satisfied with the sum at which future 
loans might he obtained. 

On a review of the subject, as the money has been received and disbursed, I am of opinion that it 
ought to be left to the corporation to decide on what condition the loan has been made; and if it should 
insist that it was made at eighty in the hundred, or ought to be accepted at that rate, it should be done. 

It is presumed that the corporation will not insist on more favorable terms than other corporations 
have done for loans made to the United States for similar purposes and under similar circumstances. 

JAMES MONROE. 


Tuomas R. Mercien, Esq., New York. 





Aupany, March 22, 1815. 


Sir: The Legislature of this State have passed a law authorizing a loan to the General Government 
of three hundred and fifty thousand dollars, to enable the Government to pay off the volunteers and militia 
of this State who served on the northern and western frontier during the last campaign. I enclose a 
copy of the law, and would beg to learn whether the proposed loan will meet your acceptance. 


I have the honor to be, sir, respecfully, your obedient servant, 
DANIEL D. TOMPKINS. 
Hon. A. J. Datuas. 


AN ACT authorizing the Comptroller to loan to the General Government a sum of money sufficient to pay off the militia of 
this State who have been ordered into the service of the United States, and for other purposes, passed March 17, 1815. 


Be it enacted by the people of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly, That the 
Comptroller of this State be, and he is hereby, authorized and required to loan to the Government of the 
United States a sum of money, not exceeding three hundred and fifty thousand dollars, for the purpose of 
paying off the militia of this State who have been ordered into the service of the United States, and who 
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may yet remain unpaid for their services: Provided, The said Government of the United States shall 
stipulate to repay the sum so to be loaned within two years after the making of the loan, with an interest 
at and after the rate of six per centum per annum, to be paid annually, or issue certificates of stock to 
the people of this State, equal in amount to the sum which may be purchased of such stock in market at 
the time of making said loan with the money hereby authorized to be loaned. 

And be it further enacted, That if there shall be an insufficiency of money in the treasury to make 
said loan, it shall be the duty of the Comptroller to borrow the same from any bank or banks within this 
State, or from any company or companies, or from individuals, on the most advantageous terms within 
his power, and to draw his warrant on the Treasurer for the payment of the same to the said Government 
of the United States so soon as the necessary arrangements to secure the repayment thereof shall be 
made as aforesaid. 

And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the person administering the government of 
this State to use all proper endeavors, without delay, to obtain from the said Government of the United 


States payment, in money, or in any stock created or authorized by the United States, for all such expen. — 


ditures by this State, during the war just terminated, as may, in his opinion, be justly chargeable to the 
United States, and to report his proceedings, under this act, to the Legislature at their next session. 

And be it further enacted, That the person administering the government of this State be, and he js 
hereby, authorized to adjust, with the proper officer or Department of the United States, the account 
between them and this State, for arms, equipments, and all other munitions belonging to said State, 
embezzled, worn out, captured, or otherwise lost or destroyed, during the late war, in the service of the 
United States, and of the munitions of the United States destroyed or lost by troops in the service of the 
said State, and that the Comptroller draw his warrants on the Treasurer for such expenses as may be 
incurred in travelling and procuring evidence and vouchers for such losses, or otherwise, in carrying this 
act into effect: Provided, however, That nothing in this or the preceding section contained shall in any 
manner prejudice any claims which the State may think proper to make upon the General Government for 
expenditures made for the defence of this State prior to the late war. 


Secretary’s Orricr, March 22, 1815. 


I certify the preceding to be a true copy of an original act of the Legislature of this State on file in 


this office. 
PETER B. PORTER, Secretary. 





Department oF War, March 24, 1815. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, enclosing a copy of the act of the 
General Assembly of Pennsylvania entitled “An act authorizing the Governor to negotiate a loan for 
paying the militia and volunteers of this State late in the service of the United States,” passed the 11th 
of March, 1815. This communication has been submitted to the President, who authorizes me to express 
his high sense of the uniform patriotism and public spirit of the Legislature of Pennsylvania, and to 
accept the loan of $300,000, or such part of that sum as may be necessary for the contemplated object, at 
an interest of six per centum per annum, to be reimbursed at any time within three years, upon the 
condition prescribed in the act, and to give you an assurance that the sum so loaned shall be applied to 
the payment of the militia and volunteers of Pennsylvania late in the service of the United States. 

I cannot allow this opportunity to pass without an expression of the personal gratification which, as 
a grateful citizen of Pennsylvania, I have derived from contemplating the exemplary conduct of the State, 
in its relation to the internal Government, during your administration. 

I have, &c., 
A. J. DALLAS 


Governor SNYDER. 





DepartMENT OF War, March 26, 1815. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 22d instant, enclosing a copy 
of the act of the Legislature of New York, “authorizing the Comptroller to loan to the General Govern- 
ment a sum of money sufficient to pay off the militia of this State who have been ordered into the service 
of the United States,” passed March 17, 1815. 

The offer of a loan of $350,000 under this act is accepted, upon the conditions which the act prescribes. 
The amount will be applied to the payment of the militia of the State of New York who have been ordered 
into the service of the United States, and who may yet remain unpaid for their services. And it is agreed 
that the loan shall be repaid within two years after the money is placed to the credit of the Treasurer of 
the United States in the Bank of America and the City Bank, or either of them, with an interest at the 
rate of six per centum per annum, to be paid annually. 

I have the honor, &c., 
A. J. DALLAS. 


Governor Dante D. Tompxtns, New York. 





DepartMENT oF War, May 31, 1815. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 22d instant. 
It will be an accommodation to this Department that the militia of New Jersey called into the service 
of the United States should be paid out of the fund which the Legislature has authorized you to procure, 
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If, therefore, you will be so good as to inform me when the money is ready to be distributed, the Pay- 
master of the Army will give the necessary directions for making the payment in a form to be recognized 
here upon the regular pay-rolls. 

The amount thus advanced by the State will be considered as a loan to the United States, bearing 
six per cent. per annum interest, and reimbursable in one year. 

The necessity of ascertaining the state of our appropriations for the payment of the troops before 
your offer was accepted will be deemed, I hope, a sufficient apology for not answering your letter sooner. 

I have, &c., 
A. J. DALLAS. 
Gov. Wm. Pennineton, New Jersey. 





Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to his Excellency William Jones, Governor of the State of Rhode 
Island, dated 


War Department, May 5, 1815. 


“T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your excellency’s letter of the 24th ultimo, and to 
repeat the assurances which you have received from my predecessors, that any sum of money advanced 
by the State of Rhode Island to pay its militia or volunteers who were entered into the service of the 
United States will be cheerfully reimbursed.” 





War Department, June 20, 1815. 


Sir: You will be so good as to place the money loaned by the State of New Jersey, for the purpose 
of paying her militia called into the service of the United States, at the disposal of Robert Brent, Esq., 
the Paymaster of the Army, who will take immediate measures for the application of the loan to its object. 

The advance which you propose to make for the Quartermaster’s Department is likewise very ac- 
ceptable; but you will observe that the reimbursement must await an act of Congress making additional 
appropriations for the military service, as the existing appropriation is insufficient. 

I have, &c., 
A. J. DALLAS. 

His Excellency Witu1am Pennineton, Governor of New Jersey. 





Treasury Department, Third Auditor’s Office, April 22, 1824. 


Sir: In conformity with the note from the War Department, dated on the 21st instant, directing me 
to furnish the information required by a certain resolution therewith referred, passed by the Senate of the 
United States on the 19th instant, to the following effect, viz: ‘That the President of the United States 
be requested to inform the Senate whether the Executive, through the agency of the War Department, 
borrowed any money during the last war, under the condition of applying the same to the defence of the 
State wherein the said loans were made, to what amount, and whether interest was paid by the United 
States for such loans, or if they sustained any loss by giving stock or Treasury notes for them, including 
any other information in relation to the subject which he may think proper to communicate,” I have the 
honor to state that payments have been found to have been made for interest on loans to the United 
States, as follows: 

To the State of Pennsylvania, on a loan of $300,000, from May and June, 1815, to March 31, 

SERS EET SSPE pe ree ey ee ere Ce Tee ee ee eee ee ey eee $33,670 97 
To the State of New Jersey, on a loan of $50,000, from June 24, 1815, to April 30, 1816.... 2,558 33 
To the city corporation of Charleston, South Carolina, on advances made in October, Novem- 

ber, and December, 1814, and January, February, April, and May, 1815, amounting to 

$145,000, from the dates thereof to the 4th January, 1816................0. eee eee 8,531 36 





With the interest account of the City Council of Charleston there is a letter dated in January, 1816, 
from the Intendant to the Hon. Henry Middleton, a copy whereof is herewith transmitted, whereby it 
appears that the advances were made on account of the fortifications erected for the defence of that city; 
that $163,911 39 had been expended; and that United States 6 per cent. stock to the amount of $204,889 23 
had been received in discharge thereof. The terms on which the before mentioned loans by the States of 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey were obtained, or the kind of funds wherewith they were reimbursed, 
cannot be ascertained in this office. 

It has also been found that the Committee of Defence of Philadelphia made advances to officers of the 
United States, amounting to $206,602 50, and disbursements in repairing Fort Mifflin and its dependencies, 
in purchasing and sinking vessels in the Delaware, and in erecting fortifications in and near Philadelphia, 
&e., &c., amounting to $64,251 83. In the account for the advances the sums are credited as having 
been repaid, ($145,000 thereof by warrants of the Treasurer, and the remaining sums by the officers to 
whom the same were advanced, ) and in an interest account therewith, interest is charged on the advances 
and credited on the refundments from the dates thereof, respectively, to the 20th January, 1815, resulting 
in a balance of between cight and nine hundred dollars in favor of the committee, and which appears to 
have been claimed but not allowed, the Secretary of War having refused his sanction theretv. Ths 








40 FINANCE. [No. 708, 





balance due on the account for disbursements, after deducting the proceeds of the sales of the vessels, &. 
appears to have been paid by a warrant of the Treasurer in July, 1815. The nature of the funds jn 
which either the advances or disbursements were repaid is not ascertainable in this office. By the copy 
of a letter from the War Department to the committee, dated October 5, 1814, and filed with the account 
it would seem that the advances were made exclusively for the defence of Philadelphia. 

The corporation of the city of New York, it has also been found, rendered accounts for expenditures 
amounting to nearly $950,000, and the principal part whereof appears to have been reimbursed bya 
warrant of the Treasurer in January, 1815, but in what funds this office affords no evidence. Amongst 
the papers filed with the account is the copy of a letter taken from the War Department, dated Septem- 
ber 13, 1814, to Messrs. E. W. King and J. W. Brachet, a committee of the corporation, whereby it appears 
that a proposition had been made by the city for advancing to the United States, by loan, one million of 
dollars, to be applied exclusively to the defence of that city, and that on certain conditions the proposition 
had been accepted by the General Government. 

There may possibly be other accounts within the scope of the resolution, but which cannot be ascer. 
tained without a very minute investigation, unless they were designated. The resolution is returned. 


With great respect, your most obedient servant, 
PETER HAGNER, Auditor. 


Hon. J. C. Catnoun, Secretary of War. 





CHARLESTON, SoutH Carouina, January 26, 1816. 


Sir: I have received your favor of the 6th instant, by Mr. Giles, and I have the pleasure to inform 
you that I have received from the Commissioner of Loans, at this city, United States six per cent. stock 
to the amount of $204,889 23, issued for the sum of $163,911 39, advanced by the City Council to the 
United States, on account of the fortifications erected for the defence of this city. The claim for interest 
remains, however, to be settled; and I am much obliged to you for your information on the subject. I 
have received a letter of the 10th instant from the Secretary of the Treasury, wherein he says: ‘ That if any 
further allowance of interest” (other than that on the stock from the 4th instant) “be deemed equitable, 
it must be arranged at the War Department.” 

I enclose you a copy of my letter to the Secretary of War and the Secretary of the Treasury, 
respecting this claim for interest, and I do hereby request and authorize you to receive any further 
certificate or warrant that shall be issued from the War Department in favor of the City Council of 
Charleston, and to act thereon as you shall judge most proper and advisable. 

I am, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
ELIAS HORREY, Jntendant. 


Hon. Henry Mippieron. 





B. 


Treasury Department, Tuirp Avpiror’s Orrice, April 26, 1824. 


Sir: I have the honor to state that the documents referred to this office from the War Department, 
since the transmission of my letter to you of the 22d instant, respecting loans made to the United States, 
have enabled me to ascertain that further payments for interest have been made, as follows, viz: 


To the Bank of the State of South Carolina, on a loan of $40,000 to General Pinckney, from 


ee rt Oy SE Oe, SOs doin os rsa nds eb ven dws be ReOMIOL DS KO mwE See $3,853 33 
To the Planters and Mechanics’ Bank, Charleston, South Carolina, on a loan of $40,000 to 

General Pinckney, from March 3, 1815, to June 17, 1816................. eee eee 3,091 79 
To the Bank of South Carolina, on a loan of $40,000 to General Pinckney, from March 2, 

Ng ak ee hk as ed KER CA ER ORAL Ed REDNESS SRE Se 3,118 03 
To the Union Bank, Charleston, South Carolina, on a loan of $40,000 to General Pinckney, 

re rh Se NOs 56 coven c ke ees edna ¥eK SR ROKK Ss ROMA RRO KS 2,800 00 
To the State Bank of South Carolina, on a loan of $40,000 to General Pinckney, from March 

6 6 iin 6 6d 5 50's CO Rd oA hi A VK RED ROOMS Ces ERE EE RE RHO. 3,190 16 
To the Planters’ Bank of the State of Georgia, on a loan of $100,000, from March 1, 1815, to 

a rr ee ee ee eer ee nr ee ray ee 12,402 17 


To D. D. Tompkins, Governor of the State of New York, on a loan of $400,000 obtained by 
him from the corporation of New York, from December 24, 1814, to February 6, 1816. 28,552 28 








An allowance was also made to Governor Tompkins for excess of interest paid to banks in the State 
of New York, which accrued on Treasury notes, pledged as security for moneys borrowed by him from 
those banks, and for loss on the sale of a portion of such notes, of $11,463 36. 

With the account of the Bank of South Carolina, there is a letter from Thomas W. Bacot, the Cashier, 
mentioning that six per cent. stock, at 91 for 100, was to be received for principal and interest in that 
case. There is nothing, with the other accounts, showing in what funds the loans were to be reimbursed, 
or on what conditions they were obtained. 

A payment of $10,000 appears to have been made to the Mechanics’ Bank of New York, for interest 
on a loan of $400,000 to Washington Lee, D. P. M. G., from July 25, 1814, to January 1, 1815. Whether 
this loan was of the description mentioned in the resolution of the Senate I am unable to say, the papers 
expressing nothing on that point. 

With great respect, your most obedient servant, 
PETER HAGNER, Auditor. 

Hon. Joun ©. Carnoun, Secretary of War. 
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ANSWER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY TO NINIAN EDWARDS’ CHARGES OF 
FINANCIAL MISMANAGEMENT. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MAY 11, 1824. 


Treasury Department, May 8, 1824. 


The Secretary of the Treasury has had the honor to receive the letter of the Hon. Mr. Floyd, chairman 
of asclect committee of the House of Representatives, dated on the 28th ultimo, transmitting the “Address 
of Ninian Edwards,” and expressing the readiness of the committee to receive any communication which 
the Secretary may think proper to make in reference to the same, and he now submits the following 
remarks in answer to the accusations contained in that address. 

But before he enters upon an examination of the subject of the “address” he thinks it due to himself 
to disclaim the imputation of having taken advantage of the moment of Mr. Edwards’ departure to 
arraign the testimony which had been given by him before a former select committee of the House. As 
the Secretary had no recollection of the communications to which that testimony referred, and as they 
were not on record in the Treasury Department, he considered himself bound to state the fact; and the 
occasion which was presented by the transmission to the House of other papers relating to the same 
subject appeared a suitable one for making the statement. The terms in which it was made will show 
that no disrespect towards Mr. Edwards was intended. And if the occasion was not earlier presented, 
the delay, so far from being caused or sought by the Secretary, was produced by circumstances beyond 
his control. For reasons stated to the House at the last session,the papers could not then be transmitted; 
and although considerable exertion was used, it was not until the day on which they were sent to the 
House that the preparation of them was completed. 

It is not deemed necessary, in this communication, to recapitulate the injurious allegations contained 
in the “address.” The lateness of the session requires despatch, and this answer shall be brief and 
explicit. 

. The first charge to be noticed relates to two letters which Mr. Edwards, in his testimony before the 
committee, on the 13th of February, 1823, had stated to have passed between the Receiver of Public 
Moneys at Edwardsville and the Secretary of the Treasury, and which, not having been communicated 
to the House under the resolutions of January 9, 1822, and March 12, 1822, agreeably to Mr. Edwards’ 
alleged expectation, and which the Secretary having stated to be neither on file nor on record in the 
Department, nor to be recollected by himself or his officers, he is accused of having suppressed or denied. 

As the resolutions under which it is alleged that these letters should have been communicated call 
only for the correspondence between certain “banks” and the Secretary, it is unnecessary to explain why, 
among’ the letters which were communicated, any correspondence between a “ Receiver” and the Secretary 
was not to be found. Nor is it easy to imagine how any one, informed of the tenor of those resolutions, 
should have entertained the expectation of seeing the letters in question among the papers which were 
transmitted. 

The blame of not having communicated these supposed: letters having been thus easily removed, by 
referring to the terms of the resolutions themselves, which show that no such letters were called for, the 
next question is, whether such letters ever passed between the parties.* 

In the absence of all direct testimony in support of his assertion, Mr. Edwards has resorted to proba- 
bilities, and has endeavored to infer a confirmation or corroboration in its favor from circumstances that 
are susceptible of no such interpretation. That which he chiefly relies upon is the omission of the 
Receiver at Edwardsville to make his deposits in the Edwardsville Bank, in the 4th quarter of 1819, 
which he states was in consequence of his publication and advice; and he asks whether it is to be believed 
that the Receiver would have withheld the deposits contrary to the Secretary’s orders without giving him 
a reason, and whether, if he had done so, the Secretary would not have called him to account. 

The means exist in the monthly returns of the Receiver, and the correspondence between him and 
the Secretary, on record in the Department, by the aid of which this may be investigated. Copies of 
these papers are herewith transmitted. 

By these it will be seen that the first instructions given to the Receiver to make his deposits in the 
Bank of Edwardsville were of the 21st of December, 1818; that in pursuance of these instructions he 
made his first deposit in that bank on the 28th of February, 1819, of $12,000, at which time he retained 
in his possession a balance of $20,092. On the 3lst of March he deposited $4,500, and retained a balance 
of $18,600. On the 30th of April he deposited $5,861, and retained $19,158. In May, he made no deposit, 
and in June, only $8,179, retaining $19,143; and from that time to the 30th of December he made no 
deposit. Whence it appears that, with the exception of a small sum in June, amounting to less than one- 
third of the money then on hand, he made no deposit between the last of April and the last of December, 
a period of eight months, during which he retained an increasing balance of from $20,000 to $56,000! 
and that even on the last of December he did not pay over, by about $10,000, all the money then in his 
possession. 

Instead of a withholding of the deposits in the fourth quarter of the year, here is a retention of them, 
with the exception before noticed, for eight months. It was scarcely contended that all these omissions 
of duty were the result of the advice given by Mr. Edwards to the Receiver, to withhold the deposits 
until he could receive the Secretary’s instructions. On the contrary, it will be shown, by the corre- 
spondence, as far as it is susceptible of being shown, negatively, that no part of these moneys was 
withheld from deposit upon that pretext. 

On the 6th of August, at about which time the Receiver’s monthly return for June was received, the 
Secretary wrote to the Receiver to know why he retained the public moneys in his hands, contrary to 


* Two facts must have occurred, if these communications were made, to account for the letter of the Receiver not being 
on file, and for the Secretary’s answer not being on record or among the rough drafts: Ist. That the letter itself has been 
lost; 2d. That the answer was not vopied. Though the concurrence of ‘these two facts is possible, it is highly improbable. 

{See accompanying papers from No. 1 to 29, inclusive. 
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his instructions, and informing him that as there was a bank at his place of residence there could be no 
excuse for his doing so. 

On the 18th of September (see No. 20) Mrs. Stephenson, the wife of the Receiver, answered this 
letter, in consequence of the absence of her husband, and informed the Secretary that, from what she had 
heard in conversation between the Receiver and others, she believed he had retained the money to meet 
the drafts of certain public agents in that country, which the Secretary had authorized him to purchase. 
And it is to be observed that, though this was “the fall of 1819,” Mrs. Stephenson said nothing of My, 
Edwards’ publication or advice. ; 

On the first of November (see No. 28) the Secretary wrote again to the Receiver, complaining of 
the continued detention of the public money in his hands, which he presumed had been the result of hig 
letter of the 9th of April, (see No. 17,) and directed that, immediately on receipt of this letter, he will 
pay into bank the whole of the public money in his possession on the 30th instant, and further instructing 
him not to consider the letter of the 9th of April as authorizing him to retain the public money in hig 
hands at the end of each month. Here it appears that, so far from attributing the withholding of the 
deposits to the cause alleged by Mr. Edwards, the Secretary attributes it to the cause assigned by Mrs, 
Stephenson in her letter of the 18th of September. And it is worthy of remark that this is the last letter 
on record, from the Secretary to the Receiver, in relation to the deposits in the year 1819; and that this 
was the last letter written to him on that subject in that year will appear by a reference made to it in a 
letter from the Secretary to the Receiver of the 20th of April, 1820, (see No. 26,) which is more particu- 
larly noticed hereafter. 

On the 28th October (see No. 22) the Receiver, who had then returned home, wrote to the Secretary, 
acknowledging the receipt of a letter of the 21st of September, (see No. 21,) with a new form of an account 
current, 

On the 5th of November (see No. 24) the Receiver wrote to the Secretary, enclosing a draft which 
he had purchased, transmitted his monthly return for October, and noticing a small error in his account 
for August. 

On the 16th of November (see No. 25) he again wrote to the Secretary, enclosing the second of the 
draft which he had transmitted on the 5th. But in all this time there was no allusion to Mr. Edwards’ 
publication and advice, although the “fall of 1819” was now nearly gone. 

At last, on the 31st of December, (see No. 12,) the Receiver made a deposit in bank, in consequence, 
it is fairly to be inferred, of the peremptory order of the Secretary of the Ist of November, and in con- 
sequence of that only. 

That Mr. Edwards’ publication and advice were not the cause of the retention of the money by the 
Receiver, before the 18th of September, is manifest from Mrs. Stephenson’s letter of that date. 

That no such cause of retention existed, within the knowledge of the Secretary, before the Ist of 
November is manifest from his letter of that date. If the Receiver had at any time between the date 
of his wife’s letter and of his own letter of the 16th of November made the communication alleged by 
Mr. Edwards’, it is to be presumed that he would, in some manner or other, have alluded to it in that 
letter, or in the previous one of the 5th of November. He must have discovered, on his return from 
Kentucky, that the Secretary was dissatisfied with him for retaining the public money in his hands. He 
must have been aware that every subsequent return which he transmitted to the Treasury, as it 
exhibited an increasing balance, and as it showed that he made no deposits in bank, would aggravate 
the Secretary’s dissatisfaction. Under such circumstances, what would be so natural for him, when he 
had occasion to write to the Secretary, as to make some allusion to the communication which explained 
the reason of his apparent disobedience, and to the instructions which he expected in answer for the 
government of his conduct in that important particular? The presumption is, that if such a justification 
of his conduct as is now pretended had existed he would, without doubt, have assigned it; but instead of 
doing so he contented himself with the excuse made by Mrs. Stephenson. Therefore he was silent on 
the subject. He waited the result of her letter. That he received in December; and accordingly, in 
December, it is found that, in partial compliance with the peremptory order contained in the Secretary’s 
answer to his wife’s letter, he made a deposit in bank. 

That no other letter was written to him on the subject of his deposits, after that of the 1st of Novem- 
ber, is to be inferred from the tenor of the Secretary's letter of the 20th of April, 1820, which was produced 
by his renewed remissness. This letter begins thus: 

“On the Ist of November last you were instructed to pay into bank the whole of the money in your 
hands on the 30th of that moath, and not to retain the public money in your hands at the end of each 
month. By referring to your monthly returns for the months of December, January, and February, it 
appears that the instruction has not been complied with—a sum exceeding $10,000, upon an average, 
having been retained by you during those months, As the bank in which your deposits have been 
directed to be made is established in the place in which your office is kept, the retention of the money, or 
any part of it, one day beyond the expiration of the month, is without any apparent excuse.” After again 
repeating the directions for him to deposit, and remarking upon some irregularity in his returns, the 
Secretary concludes thus: “It is expected that all regulations addressed to public officers will be promptly 
complied with, and that when, from any circumstance, this should be found impracticable, the cause of 
non-compliance shall be communicated without delay.” 

If any instruction in relation to his deposits had been given to the Receiver, since the order of the 
Ist of November, that order would scarcely have been referred to alone. And if any excuse or explana- 
tion had been received by the Secretary, subsequent to the lst of November, such as would have been 
afforded by Mr. Edwards’ publication and advice, the order of the 1st of November would not have been 
repeated and renewed as an order unsatisfied and unanswered. The style and manner of this letter of 
April 20 indicate not only that neglect had occurred, but that no explanation had been offered for the 
neglect. The Receiver’s answer confirms this conclusion. The Receiver had found, by the letter 
of the Ist of November, that, so far the excuse offered by Mrs. Stephenson of retaining money to meet 
the Indian payments had been admitted. But when in the April following he was called upon to account 
for his subsequent omissions of duty, omissions for which that excuse would no longer avail, would he 
not, in justification of himself, have naturally referred to any and every letter that he had written on the 
subject? and if, in any such letter, he had made a communication of the kind alleged by Mr. Edwards, 
would he not, on this occasion, have made some allusion to it ? 

All these circumstances, corroborating each other so fully, are not only irreconcilable with the 

inference which Mr. Edwards draws from the withholding of the deposits by the Receiver, but they lead 
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inevitably to the conclusion that the alleged communication of his publication and advice, as a reason 
for withholding the deposits, was never made to or received by the Secretary, and that no such letter, as 
he alleges to have been written by the Secretary, was ever written in consequence of any such 
communication. 

There is, however, other testimony furnished by the Receiver and Mr. Edwards themselves which 
confirms this conclusion. 

Mr. Edwards has stated on oath that he made the publication, and had it specially communicated to 
the Secretary by the Receiver, for the purpose of apprising the Secretary of his intention to withdraw 
from the bank, and his determination to relieve himself from all responsibility in regard to it, leaving the 
Secretary to judge for himself, from the returns which he required it to make, of the propriety of 
continuing it a depository of public money. That, “according to the pledge which he had given in his 

ublication, he resigned his seat as a Director. And though he was once elected to the same station 
since that time he refused to accept it, nor has he had anything to do with the management of the bank 
since the fall of the year 1819.” 

Yet, in the following winter, Mr. Edwards is found presenting himself to the Secretary, not only in 
the character of a Director of the bank but of a Director specially delegated and authorized by the bank 
to conclude an important arrangement with the Secretary, in respect to the terms on which the bank was to 
continue a depository of public money. By the printed papers accompanying the Secretary’s report to the 
House of the 27th of April, 1822,* it appears that on the 16th of February, 1820, Mr. Edwards, being then 
in Washington, transmitted to the Secretary a letter from the bank to the Secretary, signed by this very 
Receiver as President of the bank, containing a list of the Directors for the year 1820, in which Mr. 
Edwards’ name is included; that at the same time he also transmitted to the Secretary a letter from the 
bank, signed by the same Mr. Stephenson, informing the Secretary that Mr. Edwards, “one of the 
Directors of the institution,” is authorized to suggest certain modifications of the contract between the 
Secretary and the bank, and to conclude such arrangements as he may deem acceptable, “which will be 
considered obligatory,” and he likewise transmitted, at the same time, a letter from the bank, addressed 
to himself, signed also by Mr. Stephenson, stating to him at large the changes desired by the bank and 
the reasons therefor. 

Is this compatible with the impressions which the statement contained in his testimony is calculated 
to produce? If he had ceased to be a Director, and publicly withdrawn from all concern in the management 
of the bank in “the fall of 1819,” how was it that Mr. Stephenson, the Receiver, the President of the 
bank, who, as well from his official situation as from “the known friendship and intimacy” (address, page 
14) which Mr. Edwards has stated to have subsisted between them, may be supposed to have known 
something of his conduct and views in regard to the bank, should so soon after Mr. Edwards’ public 
withdrawal have written to him and constituted him, in his character of Director, the representative of 
the bank in a negotiation with the Secretary—that Secretary whom Mr. Edwards was so anxious to 
satisfy of his having no connexion with the bank? And, finally, how could he, if such had been the fact, 
communicate to the Secretary, without explanation, all these papers, which were totally at variance with 
it? If he had supposed the Secretary to have been informed at the time of his having withdrawn from 
the bank, in 1819, would he not also have supposed that the Secretary would be at some loss, on receiving 
these papers, to understand what was Mr. Edwards’ actual relationship to the bank? If he had not 
wished to be considered by the Secretary as a Director and agent of the bank, which the papers purported, 
would he not in some way have given him to understand that he was not so? Instead of doing this, in 
his letter to the Secretary accompanying the papers, he referred to them as fully explanatory of their 
object, and thereby gave his assent to their contents. 

Evidence might, indeed, be more positive, but taking all these circumstances in connexion with each 
other, it is doubtful whether any negative evidence could more satisfactorily establish the conviction, in 
any candid mind, that no such communications as Mr. Edwards has alleged ever passed between the 
Secretary and the Receiver. 

Mr. Edwards claims to have found a further confirmation of the Receiver’s letter having been written 
and received by the Secretary in the expressions used by the Secretary in speaking of the letter alleged 
to have been written by him to the Receiver. The idea, however, is groundless. There is no real 
difference in the meaning of the words employed by the Secretary and those of Mr. Edwards in relation 
to the letter. If the Receiver had discontinued the deposits for the reasons stated by him to the Secre- 
tary, (as Mr. E. alleges,) and if he had, in consequence, received a letter from the Secretary directing him 
to continue the deposits, (as Mr. E. also alleges,) such a letter, whatever might have been its form, was, 
in fact, an answer to the letter of the Receiver. The denial of the Secretary that any such answer was 
recollected, or was on record, so far from being evasive, was direct and explicit, and covers, as was 
intended, the whole ground presented in the charge. 

But this charge, contradicted as it is by all the facts which have been adduced in the case, is also 
rendered more improbable by the want of any assignable motive for the Secretary’s alleged conduct on 
the subject. What object had he to serve by continuing the deposits in the Bank of Edwardsville, if he 
had received any communications which authorized the opinion that they were insecure in that bank? 
Mr. Edwards has charged him with an improper partiality for the Bank of Missouri, yet it was that bank 
from which the deposits were taken to be placed in the Bank of Edwardsville; and it was to that bank 
that they must have been restored, if they were withdrawn from the Bank of Edwardsville. There was no 
other bank within reach. If the charge of favoritism towards the Bank of Missouri was well founded, 
the Secretary would have readily availed himself of the pretext furnished by the alleged communication 
of the Receiver for restoring the deposit to that bank. 

The instructions given to the Receiver at Kaskaskia to deposit in the Bank of Missouri, so far from 
confirming the allegation that a letter from the Receiver at Edwardsville, enclosing the publication of 
Mr. Edwards, had been received by the Secretary, lead to a contrary conclusion. The correspondence with 
that Receiver, at the period in question, is herewith transmitted.¢ It appears that on the 18th of Sep- 
tember, 1819, this Receiver wrote to the Secretary, enclosing his account current for the month of August 
preceding, and as there appeared by that account a large balance of public money in his hands, 
amounting to about $30,000, he seems to have considered it necessary to explain the cause. His 
explanation was the same as that offered by Mrs. Stephenson for a like retention of money, to meet the 
Indian payments; and in this case, as in the other, not any publication of Mr. Edwards, or any other 


* Documents Nos. 1, 3, and 4, of (No. 119.) ¢ See Nos, 30, 31, 32. 
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circumstance affecting the character of the Bank of Edwardsville, which, if such had existed, he was 
bound by the Secretary’s instructions to communicate. It was known to the Secretary that it was not 
so convenient for this Receiver to deposit at Edwardsville, between which place and Kaskaskia there 
was very little communication, as at St. Louis, with which there was frequent intercourse. In the next 
letter written to this Receiver by the Secretary, which was on the Ist of November, 1819, the Secretary 
without alluding to any publication of Mr. Edwards, or any letter from the Receiver at Edwardsville 
which, if any had been known to him, would naturally have been alluded to on such an occasion, directed 
the Receiver at Kaskaskia to deposit in the Bank of Edwardsville all the money in his possession at the 
close of the month, and afterwards to deposit in the Bank of Missouri. The Receiver did not make this 
deposit, for reasons stated by him in his letter of the 10th of January, 1820, until the 3d of that month, 
as will be seen by the list of moneys deposited by him on that day.* From his silence on the subject it 
is evident that there was nothing in the circumstances of the bank to render the deposit improper. 

The accusation of having presented contradictory statements of the amount of public money in the 
Bank of Edwardsville, and of having transposed other statements from that bank, in the communications 
made by the Secretary to the House, and of having done so for the purpose of disguising the truth in relation 
to the deposits in that bank, with a view to their bearing on the charge connected with these supposed 
letters, is altogether without foundation. The bank statements of December and November, which are 
referred to, either formed part of or accompanied the letters which they immediately follow in the printed 
papers; the first having been written on part of the same paper as the letter of the 7th of January, 1820, to 
Mr. Edwards, and the latter having been enclosed in the letter of the 6th of January, and both the letters 
and the statements having, when transmitted by Mr. Edwards, in his letter of the 16th February, been, it 
is believed, in the same order as that in which they appear in the documents. The Treasury statements, 
from which the balances in the Bank of Edwardsville at the end of the 2d, 3d, and 4th quarters of 1819 
are quoted by Mr. Edwards, were prepared by the Treasurer from materials in his own possession; and 
the Secretary had no more to do with the preparation of them than Mr. Edwards himself. They were 
communicated as the statements of that officer. The cause why the statement for the 4th quarter of 
1819 differs in amount from that rendered by the bank for the same period is, that in the former the 
Treasurer has deducted from the sum standing to his credit in that bank the amount of two drafts which 
he had drawn on the bank, and which had not been paid at the time when the bank statement was pre- 
pared. The sum stated by the bank is, therefore, more than that stated by the Treasurer by the amount 
of these drafts. This is more particularly shown in the accompanying note from the Treasurer,f all of 
whose statements are prepared on the same principle and have always been so prepared. It is considered 
unnecessary to dwell longer on this branch of the subject. That no such communications as Mr. Edwards 
alleges were made is believed to be conclusively demonstrated; and if so, no arts could have been resorted 
to for the purpose of concealing them. But at every stage of this investigation this remark naturally 
suggests itself: that even if both the communications alleged had actually been made, there was nothing 
in that fact for the Secretary to conceal. Mr. Edwards has stated, on oath, his opinion that in the fall of 
1819 the Bank of Edwardsville was in as good a condition as any bank in which the public moneys were 
deposited; and if so, what necessity was there for the Secretary to discontinue the deposits ? Whether 
Mr. Edwards was or was not a Director, and whether he did or did not choose to be responsible for a bank, 
if the bank were in a good condition, was a matter that ought to have had very little influence upon the 
conduct of the Secretary of the Treasury. In connexion with this charge it is to be remarked that it is 
true that communications were made to the Secretary against the Edwardsville Bank, and particularly in 
a letter from the President of the Bank of Missouri, of the 9th of August, 1819. But as the Receivers, 
both at Edwardsville and Kaskaskia, were instructed by the Secretary’s letter of the 31st of December, 
1818, that if any circumstance affecting the character of the Edwardsville Bank should come to their 
knowledge they should communicate the same to the Department, and as no such information was received 
from them, and as the bank continued to fulfil its engagements, there was no sufficient reason for discon- 
tinuing the arrangement which had been made with it. The fact is, that it was not until two years after 
the letter of the President of the Bank of Missouri referred to that the Edwardsville Bank stopped pay- 
ment. But although this charge is considered as sufficiently answered, the only remaining circumstance 
presented by Mr. Edwards in its support shall also be noticed. He represents himself to have stated in 
two letters written by him to the Secretary, in February, 1822, that he had made such a publication, that 
the Receiver had transmitted it, that the Receiver’s letter containing it had been answered, and infers from 
the Secretary’s silence on the subject an admission of the fact. 

That the Secretary did not reply to this, or to any of the other matters contained in those letters, 
resulted from his having declined any correspondence with Mr. Edwards on the subjects to which they 
referred, in consequence of a menace which the first of them contained. This will be seen by the Secretary’s 
answer, which, together with Mr. Edwards’ letters, are herewith transmitted.—(See Nos. 30, 31, 32.) 

The next principal accusation to be examined relates to the Secretary’s transactions with the Bank 
of Missouri, and charges him with having, in the arrangements made with that bank in regard to the 
public deposits, allowed it advantages for which it rendered no equivalent, and with having received 
from it uncurrent bank notes, which he was neither bound nor authorized to receive. The direct connexion 
between the Treasury and the Bank of Missouri began on the Ist of August, 1818.{ Before that time the 
bank had acted as the agent of the Bank of the United States. It had fulfilled its engagements with that 
institution with good faith; its condition was considered sound and prosperous; and its reputation 
stood high, as well in the Atlantic as in the western States. The large amount of money to be received 
from the sale of public land in that quarter rendered a connexion with such a bank not only convenient 
but necessary. 

In the first arrangement with the bank there was no stipulation as to what kinds of money it should 
receive or pay for the Treasury. The Receivers were instructed to receive the notes of such banks as 
paid specie on demand for their notes, and no others, and to deposit them in bank to the credit of the 
Treasurer. When public disbursements were to be made the Treasurer issued his drafts, and the bank 
discharged them in such funds as it had received. 

On the 23d of June, 1819, the Secretary, in the execution of a general system, which had been 
adopted with the approbation of the President, for the reasons stated in his report to the House of Repre- 
sentatives, of February 14, 1822, and in his letter to the chairman of a select committee of the House, of 
February 24, 1823, proposed a new arrangement to the bank.§ By this arrangement the bank was to 
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receive the notes of such specie paying banks as were in good credit and in general circulation, and to 
account for them as cash; to transfer to the Bank of the United States, or its branches, the surplus of the 
money which it might receive that could not be disbursed at the bank; and for the expense and risk of 
making those transfers, which were expected to amount to a very considerable sum, it was to have a 
standing deposit of $150,000, which standing deposit was always subject to be reduced by any disburse- 
ments that could be made at the bank. This arrangement was accepted by the bank on the 9th of August, 
1819.* It was modified in August, 1820, by limiting the local bank notes to be received to those of the 
Atlantic cities and of the State of Missouri,t and thus it continued until the bank stopped payment, on 
the 14th of August, 1821. ‘To estimate justly the advantages offered to the bank by this arrangement, it 
is necessary to examine what were the probable services to be rendered by the bank under it: About the 
time when the Secretary’s proposition for allowing a standing deposit was made to this bank there was 
a balance remaining in bank, over and above what could be expended there, of upwards of $640,000,} and 
this, too, after the bank had transferred upwards of $100,000. This large balance had accumulated in 
rather less than a year. Taking into consideration the revival of credit among the western banks which 
had then taken place, it was reasonable to suppose that the payments into that bank would not decrease 
more than one-half during the next year; upon this supposition, the amount to be transferred under the 
arrangement would be about $320,000 a year. The risk and cost of transferring money from St. Louis to 
Louisville, which was the nearest point to which it could be transferred, has been stated by the President 
of the bank, in his letter of November 29, 1819,§ to be at least three per cent., which, upon that sum, 
would be $9,600; and that was reasonably to be looked to, at the time the arrangement was made, as the 
value of the service, probably, to be rendered under it, in this respect, by the bank to the Treasury. 

It is true that, from causes not then to be foreseen, the subsequent payments into the bank fell short 
of what had been anticipated. Butt is also true that the whole of the stipulated standing deposit was 
not always on hand. It has already been stated that this standing deposit was, at all times, liable to be 
drawn upon by the Treasury. By the Treasurer’s statement of quarterly balances, accompanying the 
Secretary’s report to the House, of February 27, 1823, it appears that it had been so drawn upon, and 
that, at the close of six different quarters, the whole amount in bank, for which drafts had not actually 
been issued, was less than the stipulated amount of standing deposit by an average of $20,000. By a 
statement accompanying the letter from the President of the bank of the 30th June, 1821,|| it appears 
that, at the close of ten successive months, “the whole sum in bank was actually less than the amount of 
the stipulated deposit by an average of $20,000; and if, at all other times during the two years’ 
continuance of the arrangement, the full amount were in bank, the average of the sum actually in bank 
during the whole period would have been but $140,000. But it is to be observed that, in estimating the 
value of such a deposit to a bank, the certainty of its continuance, for a given time at least, is to be 
taken into consideration. In respect to this standing deposit there was no such certainty; it depended 
wholly on the convenience of the Treasury. It was constantly subject to drafts for any part, or even the 
whole, and it was frequently drawn upon. The idea, therefore, that this stipulation in regard to the 
standing deposit was equal to an allowance to the bank of $9,000 a year is wholly fallacious. 

It is proper to look, on the other hand, to the services rendered by the bank. During the continuance 
of the arrangement, the bank transferred, at its own risk and cost, $454,000 in cash, and about $138,000 
in notes, in kind. Calculating, then, the value of the transfers at the rate stated for transferring to 
Louisville, which was the nearest point, at three per cent., and the value of the standing deposit, actually 
on hand, at six per cent. a year, the rate of interest, it appears that the services actually rendered by the 
bank, in transferring the public money, may be estimated to amount to $17,800; and that the benefit 
enjoyed by the bank from the standing deposit, without making any deduction on account of its uncer- 
tainty, may be estimated at $16,000; thus leaving a balance in favor of the bank. But, allowing the 
advantage and the service to be equal in this respect, nothing then remains but the advantage derived 
by the bank from the temporary and uncertain possession of the surplus which sometimes remained over 
and above this deposit, as a compensation for all its other services, in becoming responsible for the notes 
received by it, in converting them, as far as was requisite, into such funds as might be transferred to the 
United States Bank, or as might be required in payment of Treasury drafts, which are always demandable 
in specie or its equivalent, and which, as appears by the letter from the President of the bank of the 
30th June, 1821, were always so paid. Hence, it appears that not only were no undue advantages intended 
to be granted to the bank by the arrangement, but that, supposing the payment of the debts now due by 
it to be secured with interest, as is believed to be the case, the bank has actually enjoyed no advantages 
under the arrangement for which it will not have rendered an equivalent. 

t is true this bank has failed. But it appears, by a document produced and relied upon by Mr. 

Edwards, that after a thorough examination by order of the Missouri Legislature, that its failure is not 
attributable to any act of dishonesty on the part of the Directors, but to that cause only which has 
produced a general suspension in the western country;** and that, “ with a reasonable indulgence, it will 
be enabled to redeem its notes and pay all its debts.” The sum due by it to the Treasury is already in a 
course of payment, and its ultimate discharge, with interest, is deemed by persons who are well acquainted 
with the security to be well secured. 

The correspondence which led to the reception of the uncurrent notes which Mr. Edwards has 
charged the Secretary with having improperly received from the Bank of Missouri, commenced with the 
letter of the President of the bank of the 9th August, 1819. . He there proposed, among other transfers, 
to transfer $50,000 in such paper of North and South Carolina and Georgia as was authorized to be 
received; $40,000 in notes of the Bank of Virginia; $103,000 in notes of the Bank of Kentucky and its 
branches; $15,000 in notes of the Bank of Vincennes; and $70,000 in notes of the banks of Tennessee, 
such as were authorized to be received, and $25,000 in such Ohio notes as were authorized to be received; 
all of which were then in bank. 

It is to be observed that the letter in which this proposition was made is the same letter which 
contains the acceptance by the bank of the arrangement, under which it was, for the first time, to be 
responsible in cash for all the public money which it might receive. If, then, it can be shown that these 
notes had been previously received on account of the Treasury, and were at that time on hand, the agree- 
ment of the Secretary to receive the whole or any portion of them, so far from being a subject of blame, 
was an obligation of duty. 


* See I No. 6, [66.] §See I No. 16, [66.] 
tSee [ No. 14, [66.] | See bank statements of July and August, pp. 53, 54, of No. 119. 
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It is also to be observed that all the notes which the bank here proposed to transfer were not actually 
transferred. Before the Secretary’s answer was received the bank had, on its own account, otherwise 
disposed of a great portion of them, and there were finally transferred the following: 





Of the Bank of Tennessee and branches..........-eeeececescecereeeees ‘ipees sececeeeeeee $40,156 
Nashville Bank and branches........ Ee eT verre err reer eT Cres See 29 844 
State Bank of North Carolina............. (ise hens an ee eneake ear e eee cseeee 42,000 
Certain District notes, viz: 
Mechanics’ Bank of Alexandria...... ere eT rer eS eee Tee eT (ee pie wiweeeese 890 
PROGR TORK cade ccensc sn sscvesessacesesecceseseens eres eee pe eae’ viewers 285 
Certain Ohio notes, viz: 
Paes nae perenne Matic OF Cimcinatl « .i.o isos os ac cece cane see cadeweeeseees 11,845 
Miami Exporting Company............... ee eT eee ere ee pon news s% peenees 8,661 
eg err ere rere Ree Cy er er ee ee re Kai nse Wisin eens 3,846 
Bauk of Muskingum............. ceeke wes eh eee Maew wks errr es ee ee 291 
Farmers, Mechanics, and Manufacturers’ Bank of Chilicothe ................ err e eer 350 
SEPT CTT CC EEE CTT TTC CELT OTE TL ET ETE TALULA Tee 4 
ee Cera Ter Tee TT Te TTT eee TTL eee eee erway MAehadue inh aes 1 
eee ere TTT eT TT TTT ee TTT eee eT ee Tete eee -. 138,179 





———— 





The Kentucky bank notes mentioned in the Secretary’s letter of March 2, 1820,* were not transferred, 
having been otherwise disposed of by the bank. Nor were the Georgetown bank notes, mentioned in the 
same letter, then transferred; and it is only within a few days that the Treasurer has received from the 
agent of the Missouri Bank an order for transferring them. 

That the notes thus received from the bank had been properly taken by the Receivers will appear 
from the instructions given to those officers by the Secretary, copies of which are herewith transmitted ;+ 
and that, at the time those instructions were given, they were considered by the Secretary as the notes of 
banks which discharged their notes in specie, on demand, and, consequently, notes which, by the resolution 
of Congress of April 80, 1816, were authorized to be received in payments to the United States, is manifest 
from the terms of the same instructions, in which the Receivers are positively interdicted from taking 
the notes of any bank which does not discharge its notes on demand in specie. 

That these notes were received by the bank from the Receivers during its first arrangement with the 
Treasury, and, consequently, previous to its engagement to account as cash, and that, at the time they 
were offered to the Secretary, they were actually in possession of the bank, is established by evidence 
adduced by Mr. Edwards himself. This evidence is statement E,{ prepared at the Bank of Missouri, and 
laid before the Missouri Legislature by a committee which was appointed to examine the report of the 
bank, and which committee represents itself to have had before it and carefully examined the books, 
notes, and such other papers of the bank as were necessary. The statement is, “Of moneys on hand, 
September 6, 1819, received of the several Receivers of Public Moneys, being such as they were authorized 
to receive by the Hon. William H. Crawford, Secretary of the Treasury.” It purports to have been taken 
from a register kept by the Cashier of the bank from August 8, 1818, to September 6, 1819, which period 
includes only twenty-seven days not embraced by the first arrangement, under which the bank was 
accountable only in kind. By this statement it appears that the bank had then on hand notes taken from 
Receivers, of a description not receivable by it on general deposit as cash, amounting to $569,064, of 
which $283,757 were of the kinds transferred by it to the Treasury. Hence it appears that, instead of 
the Secretary’s having received of the bank uncurrent notes, which he was not bound to receive, the bank 
not only took upon itself the conversion into cash of other notes to a large amount, which it had a right 
to pay over to the Treasury in kind, but that, of the very description of notes which Mr. Edwards had 
censured the Secretary for having received, the bank had actually a right to require that he should 
receive more than double the amount of what he did receive. 

It would be a great mistake, however, to suppose that the notes which were received of the Bank of 
Missouri were the notes of insolvent banks. Those of the Bank of Tennessee and its branches were 
immediately placed to the credit of the Treasurer as cash; those of the Nashville Bank and its branches, 
and of the North Carolina Ban.:, have long since been paid; those of the Mechanics’ Bank of Alexandria, 
Bank of Marietta, and Bank of Steubenville, were cashed by the banks to which they were transferred; 
of those of the Miami Exporting Company, $5,220 76 have recently been collected. Thus, of the whole 
amount transferred, there remains unpaid only about $22,000, and of this sum it is believed the greater 
part will be ultimately paid. 

Considering the state of the currency in the west during the time, and the large amount received by 
this bank, which was about $1,164,000, it is doubtful whether any individual transactions of equal extent, 
though attended to with great care, would have been followed by less ultimate loss. 

That the charge of having favored this bank at the sacrifice of the public interest is without foun- 
dation must be evident from the facts which have been here exhibited. That the bank does not consider 
itself as having been favored by the Treasury is proved by the fact that a claim has been preferred by 
the bank for an allowance, upon the ground that the services which it has rendered to the Treasury have 
not been sufficiently compensated. And it is a remarkable coincidence of circumstances that at the very 
time that a charge is preferred by Mr. Edwards against the Secretary, for having done too much for that 
bank, the agent of the bank is at Washington, petitioning Congress because the Secretary has done 
too little. 

The transactions with the Bank of Missouri being thus explained, the only other acts included in the 
charge against the Secretary, of having received uncurrent funds in payment from banks, are the receipt 
of $15,000 in notes of the State Bank of North Carolina, and $18,562 in notes of the Bank of Kentucky; 
the former from the Tombeckbe Bank and the latter from the Bank of Edwardsville. 

Although, by a rigid construction of the arrangement by which these banks agreed to account for 
the public deposits received by them as cash, the whole amount might, perhaps, have been demanded of 

them in specie or United States Bank notes, yet such was never the intention of the parties. The term 
“cash” was used in opposition to that of special deposit, and was not meant to render the banks liable 
for the payment of specie for notes which they might receive on behalf of the Treasury and which might 


See I No. 9, [66.] + See annexed Nos. 33 to 40, inclusive. t See Address, page 20. 
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cease to be convertible into specie. Such a construction is opposed by the Tombeckbe Bank in its letter 
of the 13th of August, 1819, (see M No. 5, (66,) although the President of that institution expresses its 
willingness to leave the construction to the “justice and liberal policy” of the department. It is more 
emphatically disclaimed, however, by the Bank of Edwardsville, in its letter to the Secretary, of the 
18th of April, 1820, (see G No. 3, (66,) and in its letter to Mr. Edwards, of the 6th of January, 1820, 
(see A No. 2, (119,) heretofore referred to. In that letter the bank maintains that “It is not supposed 
that any construction of the conditions upon which the deposits were received can render the bank the 
guaranty of those banks, because it would be contrary to every principle of reason to suppose that the 
paper of other banks, who have, or may, suspend specie payment, shall, by the mere act of deposit 
in this institution by the Receivers, be converted into specie, or its equivalent, and this bank held 
accountable for it as such. We are persuaded this never was the intention of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, nor can be inferred from the conditions upon which the deposits are made.” ‘This letter, as it 
was written by the President of the bank to one of its Directors whom it had constituted an agent for 
negotiating a modification of its arrangement with the Treasury, may be naturally supposed to contain 
its real views. And although Mr, Edwards now denics the construction then contended for by the bank, 
yet, from the terms in which he communicated the letter to the Secretary, it is presumed that he then 
gave It his assent. 

But although this construction could not be formally acknowledged by the Secretary without leading 
to the evil which the terms of these arrangements were partly intended to prevent, that of “special 
deposits,” yet it was always his intention, whenever the case presented itself, to admit such an interpre- 
tation of the contract as might be equitable and not injurious to the public interest. The letter of the 
Tombeckbe Bank, of the 3d of August, 1819, stating that there were then on hand in that institution 
$15,000 in North Carolina notes which had been received on deposit for the Treasurer, and which it had 
not yet been able to exchange, although no care had been spared in effecting that object, “since some 
difficulties were understood to affect the bank,” presented a case of this kind. At that time the State 
Bank of North Carolina had not stopped payment, although it did so before the Secretary’s answer was 
communicated to the Tombeckbe Bank. The Secretary having called upon the State Bank to disclose the 
means of paying such of its notes as had been received on account of the Treasury, and having been 
informed. by the bank that it did possess the means and would speedily apply them to that object, 
consented that these notes should be transferred from the credit of the Treasurer in the Tombeckbe Bank 
to the credit of the Treasurer in the State Bank of North Carolina, and by that bank they were afterwards 
paid, as were all the other claims of every kind which the Treasury had upon it. 

The case of the Edwardsville Bank, added to the equitable considerations which were presented in 
that of the Tombeckbe Bank, were considerations of policy. The communication of the Hon. R. M. 
Johnson, made on behalf of the bank and referred to in the Secretary’s letter of the 2d of February, 
1821, (see G No. 8, (66,) which communication was made with the concurrence of Mr. Edwards, stated 
that the bank had on hand upwards of $20,000 in notes of the Bank of Kentucky which had been received 
on account of the Treasurer before the suspension of specie payments by the bank. This representation 
being corroborated by an examination of the bank statements and certificates, as appears by the 
Secretary’s report to the House of the 27th of April, 1822, and there being then some reason to apprehend 
a want of punctuality or of good faith on the part of the Bank of Edwardsviile, the Secretary consented 
that these notes should be transferred at the risk of the bank, from the credit of the Treasurer in that 
bank to the credit of the Treasurer in the Bank of Kentucky. In dcing so the Secretary considered 
himself not only satisfying the demands of equity but promoting public interest, inasmuch as the Bank 
of Kentucky, though it had suspended the payment of specie, was known to be solvent. Although the 
notes thus transferred have not yet been paid, the most positive and formal assurance has been given that 
the debt is perfectly safe and will most certainly be repaid at no very remote period. 

Mr. Edwards has offered an extract from the Secretary’s letter of the 11th of December, 1818, to the 
President of the Planters and Merchants’ Bank of Huntsville, as proving that the Secretary’s conduct in 
receiving these notes is at variance with his own interpretation of the obligations of the banks in that 
respect. But by referring to the letter itself, it will be found that in presenting the extract an important 
omission has been made by which the Secretary’s opinion on the point is wholly misrepresented. As 
quoted by Mr. Edwards, the passage is in these words: “In making the Planters and Merchants’ Bank 
of Huntsville a place of deposit at its particular solicitation, it was expected that the transfer of funds 
which it undertook to make would be effected in funds that circulated at par at the place where the 
transfer was directed. As the Receiver had been directed to receive the bills of no banks which did not 
discharge them in specie on demand, it was expected that the bank would be answerable for the amount 
deposited in specie, or in bills which would be received as specie at the place to which the money should 
be directed to be transferred, unless it should state the contrary. But,” as continues the Secretary, 
(and this is the part omitted by Mr. Edwards,) “as no explanation of this nature has been made or 
sought on either side, this requisition will not be rigorously required.” There is, however, no question 
concerning this bank, as no uncurrent notes were ever received from it. 

The charge of having received uncurrent notes frem the banks of Missouri, Edwardsville, and Tom- 
beckbe, contrary to the agreement with those banks and contrary to law, being thus answered, there 
remains, in connexion with this branch of Mr. Edwards’ accusation against the Secretary, only that of 
having, in his report to Congress, misstated the amount so received. Upon a thorough examination, 
however, it is asserted that all the notes received from those banks, for which the Treasurer did not 
receive a cash credit in the banks to which they were transferred, were specified in the report made by 
the Secretary on the subject, with the exception of $285 in notes of the Franklin Bank of Alexandria, 
which formed part of the funds received from the Bank of Missouri, agreeably to his letter of March 20, 
1820, but which, in his report of February 14, 1822, were accidentally omitted to be mentioned. That 
there was no intentional concealment on this subject is evident from the manner in which the Secretary 
complied with that part of the resolution which referred to it. By the resolution, he was required to state 
whether any uncurrent or depreciated paper had been received from certain banks, which the Government 
Was not bound to receive. As the Secretary was of opinion that all the paper of that description which 
he had received from those banks was paper that he was bound to receive, he might without blame have 
answered that none such as were alluded to in the resolution had been received. Desirous, however, to 
put the House in possession of all the facts, he stated what uncurrent paper had been received, and why 
it had been received; and he included in the statement paper to the amount of several thousand dollars, 
which at the time he made his deposit had actually been paid in cash. Under these circumstances, it 
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might have been reasonably supposed that this trivial omission was, as was truly the case, wholly acci- 
dental and unintentional. 

The charge of withholding letters and information called for by the House rests on no better 
foundation. This, however, may have originated, in part, in the want of attention to the true import of 
the resolution under which these letters and information were called for. The resolution of the House of 
January 9, 1822, as printed, required ‘“‘a statement showing in what banks the moneys received from the 
sale of the public lands have been deposited since January 1, 1818; the contracts under which the said 
deposits have been made; the correspondence between them and the Treasury Department relative 
thereto,” &c., &c. It has been doubted whether, according to the proper rules of construction, the corre- 
spondence here called for related to anything. more than the contracts. It is believed, however, that this 
doubt gives place to certainty upon an inspection of the resolution, as transmitted to the Secretary by 
the Clerk of the House, between which and the resolution as printed there is a remarkable difference jn 
the punctuation. That which appears in the latter as the first member of a sentence terminating with a 
semicolon, is in the original, (see annexed No. 41,) which is herewith transmitted, a complete sentence 
ending with a period. By this difference, the words “relative thereto” are made applicable exclusively 
to the contracts; and of course the correspondence required by the resolution is the correspondence 
between those banks and the Treasury, relative to the contracts under which the moneys received from 
the sales of public lands since January 1, 1818, have been deposited. 

It will be seen, however, that in the collection of the correspondence it was not confined to that 
object; but that, in addition to everything which related thereto, there was communicated so much of 
the other correspondence with the banks referred to as would enable the House to form a just opinion of 
the whole subject, not only of the arrangements with these banks in this particular, but of the relationship 
subsisting between them and the Treasury. 

The resolution of the House of March 12, 1822, had reference only to three banks, those of Edwards- 
ville, Tombeckbe, and Missouri; it called for no correspondence except in relation to the Bank of Missouri, 
and as it required all the correspondence in relation to that bank not before communicated, all such corre- 
spondence that could be found was transmitted. Yet, although these two resolutions are distinct from 
each other in their requirements, Mr. Edwards affects to consider every letter which was communicated 
under the latter as having been improperly withheld under the former. : 

That some of the papers transmitted under this resolution might not with propriety, and perhaps 
with advantage, have been sent under the first resolution is not asserted. Whether any such, if such 
there be, were accidentally omitted, or whether they were not deemed necessary to an understanding of 
the subject, is not now recollected. As there was no consciousness on the part of the Secretary that any 
of his transactions required concealment or merited censure, and as it was supposed that the object of 
the resolution was exclusively to obtain information, the whole aim in selecting the papers and making 
the communication was to put the House in possession of such information, and such only, as would best 
serve to elucidate the subject to which it related. 

But to whatever cause the omission of any of these papers is attributable, the omission itself is 
unimportant. It is believed that the papers communicated under the second resolution, or the great mass 
which has been communicated under the third resolution, disclose no new fact which it was important, in 
relation to the subject of the resoluticn, either to communicate or to withhold. The idea of concealment 
was wholly out of the question. The delicate nature of many of the letters communicated under the first 
resolution shows, perhaps, a leaning the other way. But there was really nothing of moment to be con- 
cealed. The general outline of the arrangements with the western banks was well known. They had 
been published in most of the newspapers in the country interested in them, and they were familiar to 
many gentlemen in Congress, some of whom had been among the first to press upon the Secretary the 
necessity and advantage of such arrangements. 

Disclaiming, then, in the most unqualified manner, any wish or intention in the Secretary of concealing 
any part of his conduct in relation to those banks, the opinion is confidently repeated that, after an 
examination of all the correspondence that has been at various times communicated to the House, it will 
be found that, although more ample details are exhibited, because the papers subsequently presented are 
more numerous, as clear and faithful a view of the connexion between the western banks and the Treasury 
was presented under the first resolution as is exhibited in the whole mass of the correspondence. But if 
the fact were otherwise, nothing could be more unjust than to consider the omission of every letter not 
communicated under that resolution as a suppression with an improper design. 

Although these explanations may be deemed a sufficient answer to Mr. Edwards’ charge of suppression 
generally, yet there are some particular instances which he has specially dwelt upon, and to which he 
attaches particular importance, that it may be well specially to notice. The first of these is the circum- 
stance that “extracts” were communicated instead of entire letters in parts of the correspondence with 
the Planters and Merchants’ Bank of Huntsville. 

By referring to the letters alluded to, and which have been transmitted entire under the last resolution 
of the House, it will be seen that the parts omitted to be communicated relate to an occurrence wholly of 
a temporary nature, entirely unimportant in itself, and having no bearing whatever on the subject of the 
call. It seems that after the termination of the arrangement between the Bank of the United States and 
the bank at Huntsville, the Cashier of the former drew certain drafts upon the amount standing at his 
credit in the latter bank. These the bank at Huntsville declined to pay, under an erroneous idea that it 

yas accountable to the Treasury for the money. 

As soon as this was made known to the Secretary he wrote to the Huntsville Bank to remove the 
misunderstanding. The bank justified itself by quoting certain expressions of the Secretary’s circular of 
July, 1819. The Secretary replied that if the bank had quoted correctly the circular must have been 
imperfect, and desired to have it sent back for examination. It was sent back; was found to be inaccu- 
rately copied; the misunderstanding was removed; the drafts were paid; and there the whole matter 
ended. In the passages relating to this subject notice was also taken of the accidental omission of the 
bank to render some returns. ‘These are the parts of the letters in the correspondence which were not 
communicated, and this explanation will show with what little reason it has been inferred that every 
omission in the correspondence contains something which the Secretary must have an improper motive 
to conceal. 

These observations apply to all the extracts transmitted in that correspondence, except the letter of 
the President of the Huntsville Bank of the 30th September, 1819. As this letter does not appear to have 
been transmitted under the last resolution, it is presumed to have been mislaid. The purport of the pre- 
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ceding part of it is not recollected, but search is now making for it, and as soon as it is found it will be 
communicated. 

An additional importance is attached by Mr. Edwards to the circumstance of “extracts” being sent 
in this case, as contradicting that part of the Secretary’s testimony before a former select committee of 
the House, which, speaking of the correspondence generally, states that, in consequence of the pressure 
of business, the original letters and rough draughts had been communicated under the resolution of the 14th 
February, 1822. No such contradiction, however, can be imagined without misinterpreting the obvious 
import of the Secretary’s words. He spoke of the correspondence generally, and it is a fact well known 
that it consisted almost entirely of originals and rough draughts. But it is irreconcilable with common sense 
to suppose that he meant to convey the idea that papers which bore on their face the title of “extracts,” 
which he had himself communicated and described as “extracts,” were either originals or rough draughts. 

Neither the Secretary nor Mr. Dickins has anywhere said in their testimony, as Mr. Edwards sup- 
poses, that the latter delivered all the originals and rough draughts to the Secretary, and that the Secretary 
sent them all to the House. The fact is otherwise. All the correspondence with the banks referred to 
was not called for, as has been already shown; nor was it ever asserted that all was sent. Mr. Dickins 
collected, as he has stated, all the correspondence that he could find, filed and unfiled, that was likely to 
have any bearing on the subject; from this he selected such as, in his judgment, was required by the 
resolution; and such “extracts” as were made, were made under the exercise of this judgment. After 
the papers had been thus selected and arranged, he laid them before the Secretary, together with such 
statements in relation to other parts of the resolution as the Secretary might require for his report. 
These papers were in the possession of the Secretary while he prepared his report, but were referred to 
no further than was necessary for that object; and the correspondence thus prepared by Mr. Dickins was 
transmitted, in the same state, to the House. This circumstance will explain the appearance of the marks 
on the passages which Mr. Dickins has stated to have been marked by him for the purpose of calling the 
Secretary’s attention to them, and which, if they had been observed by the Secretary, would have been 
acted on by him, either by directing the marks to be removed or extracts, excluding those passages, to 
be prepared, 

To remove all pretext for the insinuation which Mr. Edwards has founded upon the circumstance of 
Mr. Dickins having been employed to select the papers in this case instead of Mr. Jones, the chief clerk, 
to whom it had been usual to commit the selection of papers required by Congress, it is proper to state 
that the resolution of the House did, in this instance, take the usual course of reference to Mr. Jones; and 
that it was at his request and upon his suggestion of the propriety of referring it to Mr. Dickins, because 
of his better knowledge of the subject, that the duty was transferred to him. 

There is one other omission in the correspondence which has been emphatically alluded to by Mr. 
Edwards, and which shall, therefore, be particularly noticed. It is a letter from the Secretary to the 
President of the Bank at Huntsville of July 9, 1819, and is more than once referred to in other parts of 
the correspondence; whether it had been communicated or not was never a subject of investigation with 
the Secretary until the notice taken of it in Mr. Edwards’ address rendered the inquiry necessary. After 
a thorough examination, however, it could not be found, either among the records or rough draughts; but on 
referring, as a last resort, to a file of confidential correspondence which is kept by Mr. Jones, the rough 
draught of the letter was there discovered. A copy of itis herewith transmitted.* According to the views 
with which the correspondence was selected under the first resolution of the House, this letter was one 
which would have been then communicated. It is believed, however, that the sentiments and opinions 
disclosed in it are far from furnishing a subject of blame to the Secretary; and as he had communicated a 
letter of similar import, written on the same day to the Tombeckbe Bank, it may be inferred that he was 
not withheld, by any improper considerations of delicacy in respect to the matters to which they both 
relate, from communicating this letter also. It is believed that the letter to the Tombeckbe Bank of July 
9, 1819, was also marked “ confidential;” and the opinion is strengthened by the reference made to it as 
“confidential” by the President of the bank in his letter of August 13, 1819.+ The word “ confidential” 
was probably omitted through inadvertence in the copy that was retained in the Department, and thus it 
went upon the ordinary record. If this opinion is correct, the communication of this letter corroborates 
the fact that the omission to communicate the letter to the Huntsville Bank was not owing to the matters 
it contained, but to the circumstance of its being on a file not before the person by whom the correspond- 
ence was selected. 

The Secretary is not aware that any other letters on the confidential file appertain to the objects of 
the present inquiry. He submits, however, such of them as are addressed to banks to the examination 
of the committee. He takes the occasion also to tender to the committee, as he did to the committee 
appointed under the resolution of February 6, 1823, the inspection of any of the records or correspondence 
in the Department that may be deemed necessary to elucidate any of the matters connected with the 
inquiry. 

Having disposed of all the minor topics of accusation brought against the Secretary in Mr. Edwards’ 
address, it now remains to notice the grave charges which he has preferred, of having mismanaged the 
national funds. As far as this charge is founded upon the particular transactions which have formed the 
subject of the foregoing observations, it is presumed to be sufficiently refuted. The only remaining 
ground of charge then is, the measure of employing the State banks as depositories of the public moneys 
in the western country. 

The circumstances by which this measure was rendered necessary, and the views with which it was 
adopted under the sanction of the President of the United States, have already been explained in the 
Secretary’s report of February 14, 1822, and in his letter to the select committee of February 24, 1823, to 
which a reference is now requested. It may be proper, however, to remark here, that throughout the 
western country a general and severe distress had followed the resumption of specie payments. On the 
part of the Treasury, every disposition had been entertained to make the demands of the Government 
press lightly on a suffering people. With this view, the Receivers and Collectors had been authorized 
generally to receive in payments to the United States all the specie-paying bank notes in circulation; 
and the Bank of the United States had liberally seconded the views of the Treasury, by authorizing the 
reception of these funds from the Receivers and Collectors. This experiment, though it gave relief to 
the public debtors, had been found injurious to the welfare of the bank; and by a proper regard for its 
own safety, that institution considered itself constrained to decline the reception of almost all of those 


* See annexed, No. 42. + See M No. 5, [66.] 
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funds which form the currency of that portion of the country, and of those which alone it could prudent] 
take, scarcely any were in circulation. What effect this change had upon the state of things mayfhy 
inferred from a few extracts from some of the communications which were about that time made to the 
Secretary in relation to the subject: 

“The debtors of the United States,” say the Directors of the Bank of Vincennes in their memorial 
of the 9th January, 1819,* “in the western country, labor under distressing and almost insuperable 
difficulties in meeting their engagements; not so much from the want of means as from the scarcity of 
such funds as are receivable in payment of public lands. Should the country continue in its present situa. 
tion with respect to these funds, many an honest citizen, many an industrious farmer, who has migrated to 
this country, and has paid his last eighty dollars as a first instalment on his quarter section of land, wil] 
be compelled, at the end of five years, to leave his favorite spot, his cabin, and all the comfortable improve. 
ments which the labor of his own hands has acquired, and, with his wife and children, seek a new home 
without money to procure it. And why? Because the produce of his farm, although he may have an 
abundance to spare, will not command such funds as Government demands for the completion of his pay- 
ments.” Other representations, which are herewith transmitted, from senators and representatives whose 
character is a sufficient guarantee for the truth of their statements, corroborate these views. The Hon. 
Mr. Herrick, in a letter of the 11th of March, 1818,¢ considers the adoption of some measures on the 
subject as desirable, as well with a view to relieve the people as to preserve their affections for the 
present administration of the General Government. The Hon. Waller Taytor, in a letter of the 31st March, 
1818, encloses a letter from a respectable source, stating that twenty per cent. had been given by those 
who had payments to make in the Land Offices to obtain such money as would be received; that few entries 
of land were made; and that many who had come from a distance to enter land had gone away without 
doing so, because the money they had brought, though consisting of the notes of banks of established 
character, could not be received; and Mr. Taylor concurs in opinion that the operation of the existing 
system was prejudicial to the purchasers of public lands, as well as the citizens of the State. In a joint 
letter addressed to the Secretary, on the 18th April, 1818, by fourteen western members of Congress, viz, 
the Hons. Joseph Desha, William H. Harrison, Robert Moore, Henry Baldwin, William Hendricks, James 
Noble, Waller Taylor, Richard C. Anderson, Levi Barber, Thomas Speed, John W. Campbell, Samuel 
Herrick, Peter Hitchcock, and Philemon Beecher, these gentlemen all concur in stating that “every mail 
from the west brings us the complaints and requests of the people on the subject of the pecuniary state 
of our country;” and they conclude by recommending, as a measure of vital importance, the reception of 
such western paper of specie-paying banks as were in good credit. The Hon. J. McLean, of Illinois, in 
a letter of the 5th June, 1819, speaking of one of the districts in that State, makes the following repre- 
sentation: “I am well assured, from my own knowledge, and letters of respectable gentlemen in that 
part of the country, that if every note that will be received in payment of land and every dollar of specie 
that is in the country were in the hands of those indebted to the Government for land, it would be 
insufficient to enable more than one-tenth man of our settlers to comply with his engagement. I almost 
daily receive letters from the people of Shawneetown land district and of that part of Illinois included in the 
Vincennes district, stating that they are in a situation truly distressing, and that, unless there be some 
amelioration in the directions to the Receivers, the time is but very short until they expect to see the 
little farm and dwelling they have provided for the support and shelter of themselves and family torn from 
them by the merciless, avaricious speculator. I am sorry to be constrained to say that their apprehensions 
are but too justly predicated, and that they represent facts.” 

These are letters which have presented themselves on a hasty reference to the files of the Depart- 
ment. It is well remembered, however, that numerous and earnest personal representations were made 
by other gentlemen in Congress, both as to the pecuniary distresses of the western country and the 
necessity of a change in the existing regulations. Representations like these could not be received with 
indifference. It is to be recollected, also, that at the time when this state of things existed the debt due 
for public lands amounted to about twenty millions of dollars, the greatest part of which had been con- 
tracted during the suspension of specie payments. Upon mature reflection, therefore, and with the 
approbation of the President, it was deemed advisable to make the arrangements with the western banks 
which are the subject of Mr. Edwards’ condemnation. 

The details of these arrangements are so fully exhibited in the Secretary’s former communications on 
the subject that it is not thought necessary here to explain them. 

As far as the interests of the people and of the Treasury were concerned, it is believed that those 
arrangements were not merely defensible, but commendable. As far as the measure affected the interests 
of the Bank of the United States, it is believed to be equally deserving of approbation. In a letter 
written by the Secretary to the President of that institution, on the 14th September, 1819, lhe thus explained 
the motives which, as far as the bank was concerned, influenced his course on the subject. 

“It has been my constant endeavor for more than twelve months past to prevent, as far as practicable, 
all collision between the Bank of the United States and the State banks, as far, at least, as that collision 
might be connected with the transactions of this Department. It is not my intention, therefore, to give 
drafts upon the State banks for public money, without previously arranging with them the mode of 
payment. 

“Acting upon the same principle, I have endeavored in the course of the present year to make 
arrangements with the State banks in the western States, by which they should become the depositories 
of the public money collected in that section of the Union. I considered the depositories there positively 


injurious to the bank, for the following reasons, viz: 
“Ist. That the offices had already extended their discounts in Ohio and Kentucky further than was 


consistent with the interest of the bank. 
“9d. That every dollar deposited in them on account of the Government that could not be disbursed 
there, would have to be employed in discounts, or transferred to the bank in Philadelphia, or its eastern 


offices. 
“3d. That owing to the state of exchange, transfers could only be made by the transportation of 


specie across the mountains. 
“4th. That owing to the geographical position of Kentucky and Ohio, the public expenditure would 


be extremely limited. 
“5th. That the transportation of specie from the western to the eastern States by the bank invariably 


had produced, and would continue to produce, irritation in the public mind against the bank. 


* Page 48 of Document [No. 66.] + Bee annexed Nos. 43, 44, 45, 46. 
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“ An additional reason for endeavoring to make State banks in that section of the Union the deposi- 
tories of the public money was to increase the receipts, by enabling the public debtors to pay in the 
notes of specie paying banks, which would not be received by the officers of the bank, and which could 
not be received by them, without increasing that collision which it was my desire to diminish.” 

These views, it is believed, were too just not to meet the approbation of the distinguished individual 
who presided over, and of the enlightened board which then directed, the affairs of that institution. 
Accordingly, Mr. Cheves, in his answer of October 5, 1819, thus expresses himself: ‘“‘The board entirely 
concur with you in the views you take as to the Government collections and deposits in the western 
States, which they believe to be calculated to ease the moneyed pressure on that portion of the country, 
as well as to meet the interests of the Government, and relieve the bank from embarrassing collisions 
with local banking institutions.” 

It happened, however, that in three of the places where the banks were situated, with which the 
Secretary had made these arrangements, branches of the Bank of the United States were also established. 
By the charter of that bank, it was the duty of the Secretary to have stated to Congress, at its next 
session, the reasons why he had directed deposits of the public money to be made in these three banks. 
This statement, through inadvertence, was not made, as the Secretary has stated in his letter of February 
94, 1823, to the select committee of the House. But as a full explanation of the motives of these 
arrangements had been made to the Bank of the United States, whose interests it was the object of that 
provision in the charter to guard, and as that institution had approved of the arrangements, and as the 
arrangements themselves had been published in various newspapers; and as the facts which were to be 
reported to Congress were of general notoriety, it is submitted, whether the Secretary could have had 
any motive for withholding the formal communication of the information to Congress. 

Of the policy of the measure adopted by the Secretary in the employment of the western banks, it 
is presumed there can be no doubt. That it has not been entirely successful, is considered to be subject 
rather of regret than of censure. But that it has been mainly beneficial it is thought will not be denied 
by those who candidly examine the subject in all its bearings. And although very little ultimate loss is 
expected, yet, if the whole sum now due by those banks which have stopped payment were to be lost, it 
is believed that the advantages which have resulted to the country, will have been cheaply purchased at 
that cost. 

As some misunderstanding in respect to the special deposits seems to prevail in the public mind, 
resulting from the misrepresentations that have been made on the subject, it may. be proper to take this 
occasion to remove it. 

About the time that the present Secretary of the Treasury took charge of that Department the 
special deposit amounted to upwards of three millions of dollars, being, on the 31st of December, 1816, 
$3,031,459, all of which has since been converted into cash funds, except $291,803. At the date of the 
Secretary’s report of the 27th of February, 1823, the amount of the special deposit was $927,107, 
including the $291,803 above-mentioned. Of this sum of $927,107, about $64,000 have since been paid.* 
Hence it appears that, of the whole sum now on special deposit, only about $571,000, including the sum 
due by the defaulting western banks, have become special during the present Secretary’s administration 
of the Department. When it is considered that this embraces a period of about seven years, during 
which great disorders have existed, and a great revolution has been effected in the currency, and during 
which upwards of one hundred and sixty-three millions of dollars have been paid into the Treasury, 
exclusive of loans and Treasury notes; and that of this sum upwards of twenty-one millions and a half 
of dollars, having been received from the sale of lands and internal duties and taxes, must have been 
collected in those portions of the country where the greatest disorders existed; when these circumstances 
are considered, it is believed that the sum which has become uncurrent during the Secretary’s adminis- 
tration of the Treasury, instead of furnishing ground either of censure or surprise by its magnitude, 
justifies the conclusion that in this respect, as he trusts will be found the case in all others, the Secretary 
of the Treasury has not mismanaged the national funds. 

In conclusion, the Secretary has the honor to state, that although it is believed that every material 
charge contained in the address of Mr. Edwards has now been satisfactorily explained, yet if, in the 
opinion of the committee, any further explanation be deemed necessary, it will afford him pleasure to give 
it, either personally or in writing. 

















No. 1. 
The United States in account current with Ben. Stephenson, Receiver of Public Moneys for the District of 
EK 9 *, Ss ” 7 is. . 
Dr. dwardsville, Illinoi Cr. 
1819. | 1818. | 
| To cash paid William Rector’s draft, No. 22, || Dec. 31 | By balance remaining on hand, per last return. ..| $29,033 70 
| dated 14th January, 1819.......0cscceecees sees $5,500 00 || 1819. | 
Jan, 30 To balance remaining on hand to the credit of || Jan. 30) By cash received for land sold ........eceeeeeees 5,336 79 
| | | 
| the United’States ......ssccsscccees cece Secees 28,870 49 | | 
| | —e 
34,370 49 | | | 34,370 49 
| { i | 














BEN. STEPHENSON, 
Receiver of Public Moneys for lands sold in the District of Edwardsville. 


* This sum consists of $5,220 76 received from the Miami Exporting Company, $18,726 40 from the Bank of Huntsville, 
and $40,943 38 in discharge of the debt due by the Branch Bank of Kentucky at Louisville. 

It is believed, however, that it will now be proper to include in the special deposit the sum due by the Bank of Columbia, 
amounting to $278,361 87; of this sum all but $40,000 were special when the present Secretary came into the Treasury, and 
was placed in this bank for the purpose of being converted into cash funds, as stated in the Secretary's report of February 14, 
1822. Having effected this object, the bank is not now in a condition to refund the money, but an arrangement has been 
made by which the payment of it, with interest, has been, it is believed, well secured. 
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No. 2. 
The United States in account current with Ben. Stephenson, Receiver of Public Moneys for the District of 
D Edwardsville. 
R. Cr. 
1819. 1819. 
To twelve thousand dollars deposited in the Jan, 30 | By balance remaining on hand, as per last return. $28,870 49 
Bank of Edwardsville, [linois, per receipt No. Feb. 28 | By cash received for lands sold.............. ‘aioe 5,751 50 
1, by order of the Secretary’s letter, dated 21st 
December, 1818...... 00 0cccrecccccccecccsvecs $12,000 00 
To cash paid W. Rector’s draft, No. 2, dated 
17th February, 1819 .......seecceccerecees eeee 1,200 00 
To cash paid Blackwell & Berry for printing, 
per receipt No. 3, dated 16th February, 1819... 45 00 | 
To cash paid Wm. Rector, Surveyor, &c., of 
land office of United States of Missouri and 
Illinois, per receipt No. 4, dated 18th February, | 
IBID: Sess Sbabine an wsun DEER ES Sctabansaeearses 1,031 06 | 
To cash paid Blackwell & Berry for printing, 
No. 5, dated 10th February, 1819........+0 +00 40 50 
To cash paid W. Pounsford for stationery, No. 
6, per receipt, November 9, 1818 ...........00 212 00 
Feb. 28 | To balance remaining on hands to the credit of 
the United States ....... Seah eaeeb ene waeee ones 20,092 63 
34,621 99 34,621 99 
BEN. STEPHENSON, 
Receiver of Public Moneys for lands sold in the District of Edwardsville. 
No. 3. 


° 


The United States in account current with Ben. Stephenson, Receiver of Public Moneys for the District of 
Edwardsville. 











Dr. Cr. 
1819. 1819, 
To cash paid William Rector’s draft, dated 9th | Feb. 28 By balance remaining on hand, per last return... $20, 092 63 
March, 1819...... poebesicsobee seeds soseee's coos] $500 00 | Mar. 31 | By cash received for land sold...... eccccees eee 5, 368 53 
To cash paid William Rector’s draft, dated 10th 
March, 1819....... o eecececreccees ecccccccccce 1,100 00 
To cash paid William Rector’s draft, dated 13th | 
March, 1819......... Seba bebbsb eoen ee es cess ee 300 00 | 
To cash paid William Reetor’s draft, dated 25th | | 
March, 1619., ..... 0000000 occ escecescoccceces 368 00 
To cash paid Robert Pogue for stationery, per 
receipt, dated 25th March, 1819......... esbess 13 00 
To cash deposited in the Bank of Edwardsville, 
per certificate from the Cashier, dated 3lst | 
March, 1819.,.......0.. peepee enna es shee ele coeel 4,500 00 | 
Mar. 31 To balance remaining on hand to the credit al 
Sib MI IURIES 5s ode nurs eens se snws sass > 18,680 16 





| 








25,461 16 | 





| 








25,461 16 





BEN. STEPHENSON, 


Receiver of Public Moneys for lands sold in the District of Edwardsville. 








No. 4. 
The United States in account current with Ben. Stephenson, Receiver of Public Moneys for the District of 
Edwardsville. 
Dr. Cr. 
1819, | I! 1819. 
To cash deposited in the Bank of Edwardsville, Mar. 31 | By balance remaining on hand, per last return... $18,680 16 
per receipt from the Cashier, dated 30th April, } April 30 | By cash received for land sold.......sseeeeseees 6,339 47 
1 eae Sees OUST eke e RE AEE pe GU TN BGR cAbeee $5,861 45 || 
April30 To balance remaining on hand to the credit of | 
| the United States ........csscoseee piss Sdeea' 19,158 18 || 
| si 
| 25,019 63 | 25,019 63 
| 














BEN. STEPHENSON, 


Receiver of Public Monevs for lands sold in the District of Edwardsville. 
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No. 


5. 


The United States in account current with Ben. Stephenson, Receiver of Public Moneys for the District of 


Dr. 





1819. 
May 31 

















Edwardsvilie. 

Cr. 

i} — l 

1819. | 
To balance remaining on hand to the credit of April 30 | By balance remaining on hand, per last return. ..| $19,158 18 
Che United Benes 0.0i6 6.08 cowsccccccssccesssee $23, 802 01 | May 31 | By cash received for land sOid .........eeeeeee0 | 4,643 83 

_ 

23,802 01 || | 23, 802 01 

itl | 





F BEN. STEPHENSON, 
Receiver of Public Moneys for lands sold in the District of Edwardsville. 





The United States in account current with Ben. Stephenson, Receiver of Public Moneys for the District of 


Dr. 


1819. 
June 30 








To cash paid the Register for stationery bought 
by him, per receipt from him, dated this day... 
To cash deposited in the Bank of Edwardsville, 
per certificate from the Cashier, dated this day. 
To balance remaining on hand to the credit of 
the United States ........000 


were eereesseeees 

















No. 6. 
Edwardsville. 
Cr. 
1819. 

May 31 | By balance remaining on hand, per last return... $23,802 01 
$150 || June 30 | By cash received for land sOld ......cseeeeceeees 3,521 87 

8,179 23} 

19,143 143 
27,323 88 27,323 88 








BEN. STEPHENSON, 


Receiver of Public Moneys for lands sold in the District of Edwardsville, 
































No. 7. 
The United States in account current with Ben. Stephenson, Receiver of Public Moneys for the District of 
Edwardsville. 
Dr. Cr. 
1819. |} 1819. 
July 31 | To cash remaining on hand to the credit of the || June 30 | By balance remaining on hand, per last return...) $19,143 14} 
UMM SiMe esas ciccsseccctsccccccwcccscceses $21,655 153 | July 31 | By cash received for land sold .......eseeseeeees 2,512 01 
21,655 15$ 21,655 15} 
II 
BEN. STEPHENSON, 
Receiver of Public Moneys for lands sold in the District of Edwardsville. 
No. 8. 
The United States in account current with Ben. Stephenson, the Receiver of Public Moneys at Edwardsville. 
Dr. Cr. 
1819. 1819, 
Aug. 2| To cash paid T. W. Smith’s account for sta- July 31 | By balance remaining on hand, per last return...) $21,655 15} 
THOTETY occccccccscccece covccccccccccccccscecs $39 37} |} Aug. 31 | By cash received for land sOld .......s.ceeeeeees 15,743 30 
4} To cash paid H. Warren for printing blank cer- 
tificates for the Register’s Office. .....ssseeeees 50 00 
24 | To cash paid the Register for superintending the 
public sales, 18 days, at six dollars per day..... 108 00 
25 | To cash, being the amount of my compensation 
for superintending the public sales, 18 days, at 
SiX Collars PCr dAY...cccseceecesvcseevceseees 108 00 
25 | To cash paid T. W. Smith for crying the United 
States land sales ....ssccceccecccscceecesceess 54 00 
25 | To cash paid John Wilson, clerk of the sales.... 54 00 
31 | To cash remaining on hand to the credit of the 
United States.....sccccccccccccecccesovcevens 36,985 08 
37,398 45} 37,398 45} 























BEN. STEPHENSON, 


Receiver of Public Moneys for lands sold in the District of Edwardsville, 
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No. 9. 


The United States in account current with Ben. Stephenson, Receiver of Public Moneys at Edwardsville, 











Dr. Or. 
1819. | 1819. | 

To cash paid Wm. P. McKee, September 30, for | Aug. 31 | By balance remaining on hand, per last return... $36,985 08 

StatiONery . 2.2... eeeeee vevee o ece cece eves cece! $21 00 | Sept. 30 | By cash received for lands 801d .....+++.seseeee. 12,511 68 
Sept. 30 | To cash remaining on hand to the credit of the | | 
United States.........00008 paveddinanvoasanasl 49,475 76 | | 

ne | | See ienes 

| 49,496 76 | | 49,496 76 

BEN. STEPHENSON, 
Receiver of Public Moneys for lands sold in the District of Edwardsville, 
No. 10. 


The United States in account current with Ben. Stephenson, Receiver of Public Moneys at Edwardsville, 


Dr. 


Cr, 





1819. 
Oct. 31 | To cash paid R. Graham, Indian Agent, per draft, | 
dated 16th September, 1819. ........eeeeeeees #1,000 00 
To cash remaining on hand to the eredit of the 
United States.....cccccccsccscccscccvcsvcsocs 53,449 87} 














| 54,449 872 














1819. 
Sept. 30 | By cash remaining on hand this day.........+++. 
30 | By amount received from individuals on account 
of public lands purchased prior to the Ist of 
| October, 1819........ 
| By amount received from individuals on account 
of public lands purchased, or intended to be 
purchased, from the Ist of October to the 31st 
October, (inclusive,) 1819 .....cececcscecseees 


Pe eeereresesvesesesesese! 


$49, 474 11 


4,418 35} 


557 41 





54,449 87} 





BEN. STEPHENSON, 
Receiver of Public Moneys for lands sold in the District of Edwardsville. 





No. 1l. 


The United States in account current with Benjamin Stephenson, Receiver of Public Moneys at Edwardsville. 


Dr. 





1819. | 
Nov. 30 To cash paid H. Warren for printing blank cer- | 
tificates for the Register’s office at Edwards- 





Cr. 





ville..... 000000 se0ccccece onseeee cevccce osunee $15 00 
To cash remaining on hand to the credit of the 
Uinlbed BtabeF soos 0c cc0ses cnscncncsccsceces 56,910 22} 


~ | 
56,925 22 || 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
! 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
! 
| 
| 


1819, 
Oct. 31, By cash remaining on hand this day...........++ 
Nov. 30 | By amount received from individuals on account 


| $53, 449 87} 


of public lands purchased prior to the lst No- | 


vember, 1819......... 
| By amount received from individuals on account 


Core cece sere eesesses sees 


2,881 15 


of public lands purchased, or intended to be 


purchased, from the 17th November to the 31st 
November, 1819, inclusive....... 


eeeereesesons 


594 20 


56,925 22} 





BEN. STEPHENSON, 
Receiver of Public Moneys for lands sold in the District of Edwardsville. 





No. 12. 


The United States in account current with Benjamin Stephenson, Receiver of Public Moneys at Edwardsville. 


Dr. 


Cr. 





1819, 


Dec.31 | To cash deposited in the Bank of Edwardsville... 


To cash remaining on hand to the credit of the 
United States 


SOHO Ree ee oeeeee esse sees seeeee 








$52 


,716 


9,716 17} 


| 62,432 72} 
i 


1819. 
Nov. 30. By cash remaining on hand this day............- 
Dec. 31 By cash received from individuals on account of 


$56,910 22} 


public lands purchased prior to the lst of De- | 


COMIC, BOLD oi 55% onsen saves e055 0eneseben ees 
| By cash received from individuals on account of 
| 


chased, from the Ist to the 3lst December, 
ISID, inclusive. ....cceccccccecvesesecs 


| 
| 
H seeeeees 
} 


| | 


4,380 02 


public lands purchased, or intended to be pur- | 


| 1,142 48 





62,432 72 





BEN. STEPHENSON, 
Receiver of Public Moneys for lands sold in the District of Edwardsville. 
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No. 13. 
The United States in account current with Benjamin Stephenson, Receiver of Public Moneys at Edwardsville 
Dr. Cr 
1820. 1819, | 
Jan. 31 | To cash paid John Ringgold for stationery ....... $50 62} || Dec. 31 | By cash remaining on hand this day............. $9,716 174 
To cash deposited in the Bank of Edwardsville... 2,526 82 1820. | 
To cash remaining on hand to the credit of the Jan. 31 | By amount received from individuals on account 
United States...ccccccvccesesccccscccecese « 10,606 03 of the public lands purchased prior to Ist Jan- | 


| By amount received from individuals on account 
of public lands purchased, or intended to be H 
purchased, from the Ist to the 3lst January, | 
BOROSINOIUMV Cre caccccadscuicceccvsseteceedos 64 00 


| 

| 

uary, 1820....... Sibcsudateciane scisetabsdiacaaacs 3,403 30 
| 

| 











13,183 47} 








13,183 47} 





: . _ BEN. STEPHENSON, 
Receiver of Public Moneys for lands sold in the Land District of Edwardsville. 











No. 14. 
7 . 2 4 », > +7, 9; > y , >, ‘ ’ Mi 
The United States in account current with Benjamin Stephenson, Receiver of Public Moneys at Edwardsville. 
Dr. Cr. 
1820. | 1820. | 
Feb. 29 To cash deposited in the Bank of Edwardsville.. $2,881 00 | Jan. 31 | By cash remaining on hand this day............. $10,606 03 
| Tocash remaining on hand to the credit of the Feb. 29 | By amount received from individuals on account 
United States........ snide 610s wetweeeics wieeeda 10,796 11 of public Jands purchased prior to the Ist of 
February, 1820.......ceseeeee ee cetiticnessecens 2,536 26 


| By amount received from individuals on account 
of public lands purchased, or intended to be 
purchased, from the Ist to the 29th February, 
NOU INCMUMENC a pace cavcceddeasuasedsacecnceds 534 82 

















13,677 11 13,677 11 





. : BEN. STEPHENSON, 
Receiver of Public Moneys for lands sold in the District of Edwardsville. 





No. 15. 


Treasury Department, December 21, 1818. 


Sir: From the favorable representations that have been made to me of the character of the Bank of 
Edwardsville, I have proposed to make that bank a depository of the public moneys, on the usual condi- 
tions. In order to prevent any delay in this arrangement, in case the bank accedes to my proposition, 
you are authorized, on receiving from the officers of that institution an authentic copy of its letter of 
acceptance addressed to me, (and provided that acceptance is unconditional,) forthwith to make your 
deposits in that bank to the credit of the Treasurer. In order to give facility to those who have payments 
to make for the public lands, you are authorized to receive (in addition to the notes of the Bank of the 
United States and its branches, and specie) the notes of all the banks authorized to receive the public 
money, as enumerated in the enclosed printed list, and also the notes of the banks in Boston, New York, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, and District of Columbia, (except the Merchants’ Bank of Alexandria, ) the old 
banks of Kentucky, and the banks at New Orleans, and the notes of any bank in Ohio that pays specie. 

You will understand, however, that if any of the banks should suspend specie payments, you are no 
longer to receive their notes. You are also requested that if any circumstances affecting the character 
of the bank in which you make your deposits should come to your knowledge, you will communicate 
the same to me. You will understand, of course, that if the proposed arrangement with the Bank of 
Edwardsville shall take effect, the notes of that bank may be received on the same terms as others. 


Iam, &c., 
To the undermentioned Receivers of Public Moneys: 


BensaMIN STEPHENSON, Esq., Receiver of Public Moneys, Edwardsville. 
Warren Brown, Esq., Receiver of Public Moneys, Kaskaskia. 

A similar letter, in relation to the Illinois Bank, was addressed to— 
Joun CaLpwE.t, Esq., Receiver of Public Moneys, Shawneetown. 








Ste baer cn see ger ere ree ate - 
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No. 16. 


Treasury Department, March 20, 1819. 


Sir: It being represented to me, by the Secretary of War, that funds are wanted to discharge the 
annuities stipulated by treaty to be paid in specie to the Ottawa, Chippewa, and Pottawatomie tribes 
of Indians, I have to request that you will furnish Richard Graham, Indian Agent, with one thousand 
dollars in specie, and take his bills for the same, drawn in triplicates, on the Secretary of War, in your 
favor. The first and second of which bills, after being endorsed by you to the Treasurer of the United 
States, must be transmitted by different mails to my office. 

Iam, &c. 


BensaMIN STEPHENSON, Esq., Receiver of Public Moneys, Edwardsville, I. T. 





No. 17. 


Treasury Department, April 9, 1819. 


Sir: Being informed by the Secretary of War that Governor Cass has been instructed to authorize 
the Indian Agents at Chicago, Green Bay, Michilimackinac, Fort Wayne, and Piqua, to draw bills on the 
War Department for the amount of their quarterly salaries and contingent expenses for the present year, 
I have to request that you will pay cash for all bills of that description drawn in your favor by any of 
the aforesaid Indian Agents, provided they shall exhibit to you the authorization of Governor Cass for 
drawing the same. The sum which will be required at the close of each quarter is estimated at about 
eleven thousand dollars. 

The bills are to be endorsed by you to the Treasurer, and transmitted to my office by different mails, 
as in other similar cases. 

I am, &c. 


The Receivers or Pustic Moneys at Detroit, Wooster, Edwardsville, Vincennes, and Kaskaskia. 





No. 18. 


Receiver’s Orrice, Edwardsville, May 5, 1819. 


Str: I have the honor herewith to transmit to you my account current for the month of May last; 
also a duplicate receipt of the Register for his salary and commission—his salary from the Ist to the 19th 
of April, inclusive, and his commission from the Ist day of April to the Ist day of May, inclusive. At 
the expiration of the first mentioned period Mr. Cole’s commission bore date, and at the expiration of the 
last he took possession of the books of his office, and entered upon the duties thereof. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
BEN. STEPHENSON. 


Hon. Wa. H. Crawrorp, Secretary of the Treasury. 





No. 19. 
Treasury DepartMENT, August 6, 1819. 


Sm: Observing by your monthly return, ending the 30th of June, that there remained in your hands 
a considerable sum of the public moneys, I wish to be informed why the same was not deposited in bank, 
in conformity with the instructions from this Department. Heretofore, when there was no bank in your 
vicinity, all reasonable allowance was made on account of the difficulty to which you were subjected in 
making your deposits; but now that a bank has been established in your place of residence, there can 
be no longer any excuse whatsoever for retaining public money. 
I am, &c. 


To the undermentioned Receivers of Public Moneys: 


J. Caupwe., Receiver of Public Moneys, Shawneetown. 
Bens. SrerHenson, Receiver of Public Moneys, Edwardsville. 





No. 20. 


Epwarpsvit.E, Inuinors, September 18, 1819. 


Sir: Your letter of the 6th ultimo to my husband having arrived in his absence, I hope its impot- 
tance will excuse the liberty I take in stating to you that Mr. Stephenson left here a few days ago for 
Kentucky, to bring home a daughter that we have had for a considerable time past at school in that State. 
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On his return, I have no doubt he will fully satisfy you relative to the public money mentioned in 

our letter. I cannot pretend to have any accurate information upon the subject, but, judging from some 
fugitive conversations which I have casually heard between him and others, I do expect that the reason 
why he has not deposited more money in the bank is, that he was directed by you last spring to retain in 
his hands about forty thousand dollars, to be appropriated in quarterly payments to defray certain Indian 
expenses. 


With great respect, I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
LUCY STEPHENSON. 


Hon. Wu. H. Crawrorp, Secretary of the Treasury. 





No. 21. 
CIRCULAR TO RECEIVERS OF PUBLIC MONEYS. 


Treasury DEparTMENT, September 21, 1819. 


Sir: It is deemed expedient that the form of the monthly account current rendered by the Receivers 
of Public Moneys should be altered so as to distinguish the sums received for lands entered or intended 
to be entered during the month from those received on account of previous entries. 

It is also deemed expedient that those accounts be countersigned by the respective Registers of the 
land districts. 

Intimations have been frequently made to this Department that the money received in some cases 

- on account of the Government has been exchanged for that which was less valuable, which has been 
subsequently deposited to the credit of the Treasurer in the banks selected as places of deposit. These 
intimations are no doubt generally unfounded; but it is important to the character of the officers, as well 
as to that of the Government, that the means of repelling them should at all times exist. This can be 
effected only by describing upon the back of the receipt the kind of money that was received. This will 
impose additional labor upon the land offices; but it is so important to possess the means of repelling 
insinuations against the integrity of the officers of the Government that it is deemed indispensable. If, 
during any public sale of land within your district, it should be found to be impracticable, it may be 
dispensed with until the sale shall be closed. In no other case must it be omitted. In order that the 
evidence intended to be obtained by this regulation may be perfect, it will be necessary for you to endorse 
upon all receipts for money paid by you, other than to the bank in which you make your deposits, the 
kinds of money paid away, including your own commissions and salary, and furnish a statement thereof 
to the Register of the Land Office. 

Iam, &e. 





No. 22. 


Receiver’s Orrice, Edwardsville, Illinois, October 28, 1819. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 21st ultimo, with the form of 


an account current. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your humble servant, 
BEN. STEPHENSON. 


Hon. Wu. H. Crawrorp, Secretary of the Treasury. 





No. 23. 
Treasury Department, November 1, 1819. 


Sir: Upon referring to your monthly accounts it appears that you have retained all the money which 
has been received by you since the month of August last. 

As it is presumed that this has been the result of my letter of the 9th of April last, I request that 
you will immediately on the receipt of this letter deposit in the Bank of Edwardsville the whole of the 
money in your possession on the 30th instant. 

You will consider the letter of the 9th of April as authorizing the purchase of bills in the manner 
directed therein when you have funds, but not as authorizing the detention of the public money in your 
hands at the end of each month for that purpose. 

It is presumed that if any draft should be presented when you have not money in your hands, that 
there will be no difficulty in having the drafts taken up by the Bank of Edwardsville on its own account, 
or to be repaid by you as soon as you have funds for that purpose. 

Iam, Xe. 


Ben. Sreruenson, Esq., Receiver 0” Public Moneys, Edwardsville. 





No. 24, 


Recetver’s Orricr, Hdwardsville, November 5, 1819. 


Str: I have the honor herewith to transmit you my account current for the month of October last; 
also R. Graham’s draft on the Secretary of War for one thousand dollars, paid him in specie. 


VOL. V 8 B 
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The cash received during the month of August last was overcharged in the account current for that 


month one dollar and sixty-five cents, which you will find corrected. 


I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
BEN. STEPHENSON, 


Hon. Wm. H. Crawrorp, Secretary of the Treasury. 





No. 25. 


Recetver’s Orrice, Edwardsville, November 16, 1819. 


Sir: I have the honor to transmit you R. Graham’s draft, drawn on the Secretary of War, for one 
thousand dollars, being the second of exchange, the first having been transmitted with my last account 


current. 
I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
BEN. STEPHENSON. 


Hon. Ws. H. Crawrorp, Secretary of the Treasury. 





No. 26. 


Treasury Department, April 20, 1820. 


Smr: On the Ist of November last you were instructed by this Department to pay into bank the 
whole of the money in your hands on the 30th of that month, and not to retain the public money in your 
hands at the end of each month. 

By referring to your monthly returns for the months of December, January, and February, it appears 
that this instruction has not been complied with; a sum exceeding ten thousand dollars upon an average 
having been retained by you during those months. 

As the bank in which your deposits have been directed to be made is established in the place in 
which your office is kept, the retention of the money, or any part of it, one day beyond the expiration of 
the month, is without apparent excuse; you will therefore, immediately after the receipt of this letter, 
deposit in bank the whole of the money retained in your hands, and regularly at the end of each month 
make a like deposit. 

In my letter of the Ist of September last, addressed to the Receivers of Public Moneys, the monthly 
returns of those officers are required to be countersigned by the Register. This regulation has not been 
complied with in your returns to the latest date. It is expected that all regulations addressed to public 
officers will be promptly complied with, and that when, from any circumstance, this should be found 
impracticable, 94 cause of non-compliance should be communicated without delay. 

I am, &c. 


B. SrepHenson, Esq., 
Receiver of Public Moneys, Edwardsville. 





No. 27. 


Receiver’s Orrice, Edwardsville, January* 1, 1820. 


Sir: I received your letter of the 20th of April, and hasten to answer it, in which you state, by 
referring to my monthly returns for December, January, and February, it appears that a sum exceeding 
ten thousand dollars upon an average has been retained by me during these months. Certainly it would 
appear so by referring to the account current, but by referring to the balanced account of that quarter 
ending December 31, 1819, there was in my hands, not paid over, three thousand four hundred and 
eighty-nine dollars and forty-six cents, and on the 31st day of March, the first quarter of 1820, there still 
remained in my hands two thousand four hundred and fifty-six dollars and fifty-eight and a half cents. 
Owing to my having advanced a sum of money to defray the expenses of the Indian Agency at this place, 
and Government giving me assurance that as soon as appropriations could be made by Congress my 
drafts would be honored, which I have expected some time, and in the meantime I took the liberty to 
retain about or nearly that sum of the public money. 

I acknowledge that such a course was not justifiable, and if I had reflected on the subject I should 
not have pursued it. In future I hope you will have no reason to complain of my want of punctuality in 
regard to any of my public duties. Since_the receipt of your letter of the 21st of September last, the 
absence of the Register has prevented me from a compliance with your order with regard to my monthly 
— being countersigned by him; he has now returned, and it shall be punctually attended to in 
uture. 

I am, with respect, sir, your obedient and humble servant, 

BEN. STEPHENSON. 


Hon. Wu. H. Crawrorp, Secretary of the Treasury. 


© The date of this letter is obviously a mistake, as this letter is an answer to the Seoretary’s letter of April 20, 1820. 
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No. 28. 


Treasury Department, July 26, 1820. 


Sim: Your letter dated the 1st of January, 1820, (meaning probably the Ist of June,) acknowledging 
the receipt of mine of the 20th of April last, has been received. The explanation given in it is entirely 
unsatisfactory. Either your quarterly account ending with the 3lst of March last or your account 
current for the month of March to this office is incorrect. Your returns for the months of April and May 
do not conform to the description which you give of your quarterly account. 

The principal object of the monthly return made to this office is to inform the Secretary what is the 
state of the officer’s account without resorting to other officers for that information. The quarterly 
accounts are also frequently rendered long after they are due, and when rendered frequently remain a 
considerable time without examination. To remedy this inconvenience monthly returns, showing the 
general state of the Receiver’s accounts, have been required. But if they are not substantially correct, 
if they do not show the state of the accounts by $10,000, they do not answer the purpose for which they 
are required. You will therefore have the goodness to make your next returns show the true state of 
your accounts and explain how they have varied from your quarterly returns, and from the truth, as is 
alleged in your letter. 

I am, &c. 


B. Sreruenson, Esq., Receiver at Edwardsville. 





No. 29. 
Treasury Department, December 6, 1820. 


Sir: Upon an inspection of your return for the month of October I find that it does not correspond 
with the instructions contained in my letter to you of the 21st of September, 1819, in the following 
instances, viz: it does not distinguish between the money received for purchases made prior to the month 
and the money received for sales made during the month, nor is it countersigned by the Register, as 
directed. 

Iam, &c. 


B. Srepuenson, Esq., Receiver at Edwardsville. 





No. 30. 


Recerver’s Orrice, Kaskaskia, September 18, 1819. 


Sir: I herewith transmit to your office my account current with the United States for the month of 
August. 

The Indian Agents whose quarter salaries and contingent expenses you directed me to pay and to 
retain money in my hands for that purpose here, none of them have as yet called on me for any part of the 
amount due them. Of the notes which I have reserved for that object some of them have depreciated in 
value, or in their currency; they were reserved for them, to wit, those of the State Bank of North 
Carolina and of the Bank of Nashville. Perhaps they will not call on me before I can have the benefit of 
your instructions; I request, therefore, that you will advise me whether I shall insist upon their receiving 
those notes, or whether I shall retain them on hand and subject to your orders. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
W. BROWN. 


Hon. Wu. H. Crawrorp, Secretary of the Treasury. 





No. 31. 
Treasury Department, November 1, 1819. 


Sir: Upon referring to your monthly account, it appears that you have retained ali the money which 
has been received by you since the month of August last. As it is presumed that this has been the 
result of my letter of the 9th of April last, I request that you will immediately deposit in the Bank of 
Edwardsville whatever sums may be in your hands on the 30th instant. 

You will consider the letter of the 9th of April 1st as authority to purchase the bills therein 
described, if you have funds sufficient for that purpose, but not as authority to retain in your hands, at 
the end of each month, any part of the public money received in the course of the month. ; 

You will, after the deposit herein directed, make your deposits monthly in the Bank of Missouri, 
until otherwise directed. 

Iam, &c. 


W. Brown, &c., Kaskaskia. 





*No. 30. 
Fesruary 9, 1822. 


Sir: I am informed by Colonel Johnson that you have taken his certificate as to a representation 
I made to him at the last session of Congress in relation to certain notes which had become uncurrent 
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after they had been received by the Bank of Edwardsville, in deposit from certain Receivers of Public 
Moneys, &c. 

This circumstance, taken in connexion with other remarks which I have heard of your having made 
induces me to suppose it probable that you may intend to make some use of my name in the report you 
are about to make upon that subject. To this 1 can have no possible objection, provided my conduct in 
relation to that bank can be fully understood; and for that purpose I beg leave most respectfully to 
suggest that it would be but an act of justice to me to present my publication of 1819, in which | 
declared I would be no longer responsible for that or any other bank in any way whatever. This 
publication was contained in the St. Louis Enquirer, which I supposed you took at that time. It was 
also contained in a paper which I forwarded to you myself, and it was enclosed, referred to, and 
commented upon in a letter from the President of the bank to you, which letter, he informed me, had 
been answered. 

Since the fall of 1819 my connexion with that bank has entirely ceased, except that I have been, 
and still am, a stockholder, without, however, ever having borrowed a cent from it. The information | 
gave Colonel Johnson was upon the faith of statements which I showed to him at the time and which | 
supposed he showed to you. They were from the President of the bank, and I have no doubt were 
literally true. But even in this part of the business there must be some misunderstanding, if I have 
been correctly informed as to the reasons you have assigned for agreeing to take the $20,000 alluded to; 
for these reasons, it appears to me, would have equally embraced the remaining $6,000 which Colonel 
Johnson stated you would not agree to receive. The whole amount of paper of that description was 
about $26,000. I should be perfectly willing to repeat, over and over again, any statements that I have 
ever made to you, either directly or indirectly, in relation to this business. ; 

The object of this letter is to manifest my disposition or willingness to avoid the necessity, on my 
part, of calling for any information upon the subject, or of referring to information which you received 
against the bank, the opinions you expressed to Colonel Johnson, and what you authorized him to say to that 
institution, as appears by his written statement, which I expect shortly to receive. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
NINIAN EDWARDS. 





*No. 31. 
Wasnarneton, February 12, 1822. 


Sm: I have had the honor to receive your letter dated the 9th instant. I regret extremely that you 
should have judged it consistent with your private character or official station to write such a letter. 

I trust, however, that if the report to which that letter refers should not furnish an inducement to 
make the call for information relative to your connexion with the Bank of Edwardsville, and to the other 
subjects which you have so emphatically underscored, you will, nevertheless, be impelled by other con- 
siderations to make the menaced call. I assure you, sir, it will afford me great pleasure to communicate 
to Congress all the information in the possession of the Department concerning that bank, your agency 
in bringing it into connexion with the Treasury, and the representations which were made against it, 
whenever it can be done consistently with the respect which is due to my own character and the station 
which I occupy. 

I remain yours, &c., 


W. H. CRAWFORD. 
Hon. Nintan Epwarps. 





No. 32. 


Receiver’s Orrice at Kaskaskia, January 10, 1820. 


Sir: I herewith transmit to your office my account current with the United States for the month of 
December, 1819. I delayed making my deposit in the Bank of Edwardsville some time, hoping to be 
able to leave home and go with it myself; but finding that I should not be able to go myself before the 
expiration of the month of December, I hired two trusty persons to whom I intrusted that business, but 
they were delayed by adventitious circumstances before starting and on their way thither, and the deposit 
was not made until the 3d of January. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
W. BROWN. 

Hon. Wm. H. Crawrorp, Secretary of the Treasury. 





*No. 30. 
Treasurer’s Orrice, May 3, 1824. 


Respecting the difference between the Treasurer’s account and the Bank of Edwardsville, it 


is proper to state, December 31, 1819, the bank states its balance...... err rer ere $98,191 59 
GE Bi, Tt e, Ce TONOUNOE OW URERIIOG BH, 65 5 oi vs ea ines sceucduseuecancecdoaeees 53,191 59 
Nk 6 kets e CEN LEE REES SARE dice a KEN S DNER RRR R eG KEES 45,000 00 

October 28, 1819, a bill, No. 9642, was drawn in favor of Jonathan Smith for............ 30,000 00 
Desomber 38, a bill, No, 9749, in favor of the same for ........5.ccesscccccscccsesecvesess 15,000 00 





45,000 00 


—=- 
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Both of these bills were outstanding on the 31st of December, 1819. The first was paid January 1, 
1820, and the second, March 13, 1820. 

When a bill is drawn on any bank, credit is immediately given on the Treasurer’s books for the 
amount, on the presumption that it will be paid. 

Thus, at any given date, there will appear differences which may be reconciled as above. 








*No. 32. 


WasuinetTon, February 14, 1822. 


Sir: I have this moment (15 minutes past 7 o’clock p. m.) had the honor to receive your letter of the 
12th, in answer to mine of the 9th instant. 

If there be any thing in mine of such an extraordinary character as to produce the extreme regret 
you express, I trust some apology, at least, may be found for it in the singular circumstances which 

roduced it, and to which it in part alluded. 

Without the slightest disposition to shrink from any just responsibility in relation to the Bank of 
Edwardsville, it was my wish that my conduct in relation to “its connexion with the Treasury” should 
be so understood, as fairly to show the extent of my reponsibility. If, however, I have been erroneously 
betrayed into the opinion that you intended to use my name, as suggested, J regret it. If my letter be 
liable to the interpretation you are pleased to give to it, I owe it to myself, unhesitatingly and promptly, to 
disavow any intention of offering personal disrespect to you or the station you occupy. 

I must, however, say, sir, that as the information in the Treasury Department, relative to my original 
recommendation of the Bank of Edwardsville, has for some time past been distinctly understood and 
freely used at this place, I can but consider it somewhat unfortunate for me that other communications 
in the Department, which ought to have terminated all responsibility on my part, have not been equally 
known. 

That I was the cause of the deposits being made there in the first instance I freely acknowledge; 
but that I unequivocally declared I would not be held responsible for that or any other bank in any way 
whatever after the fall of 1819; that you were notified thereof in due time; that the deposits have not 
been continued there in consequence of my recommendation since that period; and that the bank was then 
in a good situation, I may, I think, according to my present impressions, fairly insist upon; and if so, the 
partial information now in circulation at this place surely is not calculated to do me the justice which, I 
hope, I have a right to expect from your magnanimity. It would, therefore, afford me great pleasure, I 
assure you, sir, that the whole of my conduct in relation to that business should be so fully known as to 
be no longer misunderstood. Considering the use that has been made of the partial information referred 
to, the remarks alluded to in my letter, the novelty of the Secretary of the Treasury’s having taken a 
certificate of what I had said at the last session of Congress, and the time, and peculiar circumstances 
under which it was done, it surely is not extraordinary that I should have wished all the circumstances 
connected with the subject to appear, or that I should have been misled into some erroneous conclusions. 
If, however, there is anything in my letter inconsistent with the respect which I justly owe to you, or is 
due to my own character, I am sorry for it, though I am not now less disposed to do whatever I may 
consider necessary for my own justification. ‘ 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
NINIAN EDWARDS. 





No. 33. 


Treasury Department, June 18, 1818. 


Sir: The extent of the sales of the public lands which are intended to be offered at public auction 
during the present and succeeding year in the Missouri Territory, compared with the amount of bills of 
the United States Bank, and of the Bank of Missouri, in circulation in that Territory, forbids the expecta- 
tion that the purchasers will be able to make payment in them or in specie. The public interest, therefore, 
requires that the bills of other banks should be received by the Government in payment of the public 
lands, You are, therefore, authorized to receive in payment the bills of the banks the list whereof is 
herein enclosed. ; ; 

You will, at the end of each month, deposit the whole of the money received during the month in 
the Bank of Missouri, to the credit of the United States Bank, for the use of the United States, for which 
duplicate receipts will be executed by the bank. One of the receipts must be transmitted with the monthly 
account in which it is credited. ; , 

Should the Bank of Missouri refuse to receive as cash the bills which you are authorized to take in 
payment of the public lands, you will make a special deposit of it, and transmit a list of the bills so 
deposited to this Department with your monthly accounts. A strict regard to punctuality in complying 
with this instruction is confidently expected. The President calculates upon your zeal in securing to the 
Government in the approaching sales the full benefit of a fair competition among the purchasers; all 
combinations or associations, intended to repress or lessen that competition, should be discountenanced, 
and, if practicable, prevented by the officers of the Government, and especially by the Receiver and 
Register of the Land Offices. 

Iam, &ec. 


Tromas A. Swirn, Esq., Receiver of Public Moneys, Howard County. 
SamMvEL Hamuonp, Esq., Receiver of Public Moneys, St. Louis. 
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LIST OF THE BANKS IN WHICH THE PUBLIC MONEYS ARE TO BE DEPOSITED. 


Ist. The Bank of the United States and its branches. 


Bank of the United States, Philadelphia. Office of Discount and Deposit, Norfolk, Va. 
Office of Discount and Deposit, Portsmouth, N. H. Office of Discount and Deposit, Fayetteville, N. ¢, 
Office of Discount and Deposit, Boston, Mass. Office of Discount and Deposit, Charleston, S. C, 


Office of Discount and Deposit, Providence R. I. Office of Discount and Deposit, Savannah, Ga. 
Office of Discount and Deposit, Middletown, Conn. Office of Discount and Deposit, New Orleans, La. 
Office of Discount and Deposit, New York, N. Y. Office of Discount and Deposit, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Office of Discount and Deposit, Pittsburg, Pa. Office of Discount and Deposit, Chilicothe, Ohio. 
Office of Discount and Deposit, Baltimore, Md. Office of Discount and Deposit, Lexington, Ky. 
Office of Discount and Deposit, Washington, D. C. Office of Discount and Deposit, Louisville, Ky. 
Office of Discount and Deposit, Richmond, Va. 


2d. Banks employed as Offices of Deposit. 


Bath Bank, Bath, Me. Office of Discount and Deposit of Bank of Virginia, 
Cumberland Bank, Portland, Me. Fredericksburg, Va. 

Cheshire Bank, Keene, N. H. Office of Discount and Deposit of Bank of Virginia, 
Merchants’ Bank, Salem, Mass. Lynchburg, Va. . 
Newport Bank, Newport, R. I. Office of Discount and Deposit of Bank of Virginia, 
Bristol Bank, Bristol, R. I. Petersburg, Va. 

New Haven Bank, New Haven, Conn. State Bank of North Carolina, Raleigh, N. C. 
New London Bank, New London, Conn. Branch Bank of North Carolina, Edenton, N. C. 
Bank of Utica, Utica, N. Y. Branch Bank of North Carolina, Salisbury, N. C. 
Mechanics and Farmers’ Bank, Albany, N. Y. Branch Bank of North Carolina, Wilmington, N. (C. 
Trenton Banking Company, Trenton, N. J. Branch of Cape Fear Bank, Fayetteville, N. C. 
Easton Bank, Easton, Pa. Bank of Augusta, Augusta, Ga. 

Harrisburg Bank, Harrisburg, Pa. Planters and Merchants’ Bank, Huntsville, Ala. T, 
Centre Bank of Pennsylvania, Bellefont, Pa. Bank of State of Tennessee, Knoxville, Tenn. 
Branch Farmers’ Bank of Delaware, Newcastle, Del. Nashville Bank, Nashville, Tenn. 

Bank of Alexandria, Alexandria, D. C. Bank of Vincennes, Vincennes, Ind. 


Bank of Missouri, St. Louis, Missouri T. 


In addition to the above you are at liberty to receive the notes of all the banks in Baltimore, 
Philadelphia, New York, Boston, and District of Columbia, the Merchants’ Bank of Alexandria excepted; 
the banks of Cincinnati, Chilicothe, Columbus, Marietta, Zanesville, in Ohio, the Bank of Kentucky, and 
the banks at New Orleans. 





No. 34. 
Treasury Department, October 25, 1818. 


Sm: Your letter of the 16th instant has been received by this day’s mail. If the sales of the 
Alabama lands, which were advertised for the third Monday in this month, have not been effected, the 
amount of public money which is in your hands is known. If they take place, an early communication of 
the amount received will be necessary to enable me to comply with your wishes. 

The doubtful state of the currency in most parts of the country, resulting from the excessive multipli- 
cation of banks by the States, renders it extremely difficult to discriminate between those that are really 
solvent from those that are not so. Until further advised you will take the notes of no bank except those 
of the Bank of the United States and its branches, the State Bank of North Carolina, the banks of South 
Carolina and Georgia, the two old banks of Kentucky and Tennessee, the banks of the Alabama Territory, 
and of the States of Mississippi and Louisiana. In the event of either of the banks just enumerated 
ceasing 2 pay ig on demand the notes of such banks must not be received. 

am, &e. 


Joun Tay or, Esq., Milledgeville, Georgia. 





No. 35. 


Treasury Departwent, November 28, 1818. 


Sir: The banks at Cincinnati, in the State of Ohio, having ceased to pay their notes in specie, you 
will hereafter not receive their notes in payment of dues to the United States. It is reported that some 
if not all the other banks in that State have also suspended specie payments; but, although there is 
reason to apprehend that this may be the case, I am not sufficiently informed of the fact to give you 
positive directions to refuse their notes. You will observe, however, as a standing instruction, that if 
at any time it shall come to your knowledge that any bank whose notes you are authorized to receive 
does not discharge its notes in specie you will no longer receive them. 

Iam, &c. 


To the undermentioned Receivers of Public Moneys: 


James Apzort, Esq., Receiver of Public Moneys, Detroit. 
Tnomas A. Suiru, Esq., Receiver of Public Moneys, Howard Co., Missouri. 
SamveL Hammonp, Esq., Receiver of Public Moneys, St. Louis. 
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No. 36. 


Treasury Department, December 4, 1818. 


Sir: You are authorized, from and after the receipt of this letter, to receive the notes of the Bank of 
Georgetown, in the State of Kentucky, in all payments due to the United States for lands, at your office. 
In conformity with the instructions recently given, you will refuse to receive the notes of any bank 
contained in the list heretofore transmitted to you, as well as of the Bank of Georgetown, whenever you 
shall a — upon which you can rely, that such bank has discontinued specie payment. 

am, &c. 


To the undermentioned Receivers of Public Moneys: 


SamvEL Hammonp, Esq., Receiver of Public Moneys, St. Louis. 
Tuomas A. Suitn, Esq., Receiver of Public Moneys, Howard County, Missouri. 





No. 37. 
Treasury Department, January 4, 1819. 


Sir: You will hereafter deposit the public moneys received by you in the Tombeckbe Bank, at St. 
Stephen’s. Without anticipating any occurrence that can affect the character of that bank, I have never- 
theless to request that if any such occurrence should come to your knowledge you will immediately 
inform me. 

I am, &c. 


To the undermentioned Receivers of Public Moneys: 


Ws. Crawrorp, Esq., Receiver of Public Moneys, St. Stephen’s. 
Joun Taytor, Esq., Receiver of Public Moneys, Cahaba, A. T. 





No. 38. 


Treasury Department, January 12, 1819. 


Sir: Your letter of the 14th ultimo has been duly received, and I approve of your conduct in refusing 
to receive the notes of the banks therein mentioned in payment of the public lands; and as theres reason 
to believe that the other banks in the State of Ohio have pursued the same course, the prohibition must 
also be extended to them. 

In conformity with your suggestion, you may, until otherwise instructed, consider yourself at liberty 
to receive the notes of the State Bank of Georgia and its branches, and also the notes of the banks of 
South Carolina, observing, however, as before instructed, that if at any time it shall come to your 
knowledge that any bank, whose notes you are authorized to take, does not pay them on demand in 
specie, you will cease to receive them. 

Iam, &c. 


SamueEL Hammonp, Esq., Receiver of Public Moneys, St. Louis. 





No. 39. 
Treasury Department, May 29, 1819. 


Sir: The City Bank of Baltimore, and the Franklin Bank of Alexandria, D. C., having discontinued to 
discharge their bills in specie on demand, you will no longer receive the bills of those banks in payment 
of dues to the United States. 

I avail myself of this occasion to repeat the instructions heretofore given, that the paper of any bank 
which does not pay its notes in specie on demand shall not, on any account, be received on behalf of the 
United States. 

I am, &c. 


The Recervers or Pusrtic Moneys. 





No. 40. 
Treasury Derarraent, July 7, 1819. 


Sir: You will no longer teceive the bills of the Mechanics’ Bank of Alexandria, D. C., in payment of 
dues to the United States. 
Iam, &c. 


The Recervers or Pusiic Moneys. 
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No. 41. 


In tHE House or REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UniTED States, January 9, 1822, 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to lay before this House a statement show- 
ing in what banks the money received from the sale of the public lands have been deposited since the first 
of January, 1818; the contracts under which said deposits have been made; the correspondence between 
them and the Treasury Department relative thereto; the amount of deposits that were to be left in each 
in consideration of taking charge of the balance of the money deposited; whether, in any instance, the 
deposits allowed for that purpose have been increased, and why such increase was allowed, together with 
copies of the statements of their situation furnished to said Department for the last twelve months 
preceding such increase; whether any of those banks have failed to comply with their engagements, and 
to what amount; the statements made by each for the last twelve months preceding its failure; what 
measures have been taken, in consequence thereof, to secure the Government against any losses resulting 
from such failure; what those measures have been, and at what expense; whether, in any instance, 
uncurrent or depreciated paper has been received from them, or any of them, which the Government wag 
not bound to receive, by any agreement between such banks and the said Secretary; and whether any 
further measures are necessary to be adopted by Congress to provide for the transmission of the public 
money from the different Receivers to a more safe place of deposit; and if so, what place is most advisable, 

Attest: THOMAS DOUGHERTY, C. H. RB. 





No. 42. 
[Confidential. ] 


Treasury Department, July 9, 1819. 


Sir: At the present moment, when banks in the principal commercial cities which have been prudently 
managed are dividing but little, if any, more than legal interest, when those in the interior of the Atlantic 
States have generally failed, and such of those in the western States as have not preceded them in the 
loss of credit are justly alarmed with the apprehension of it, the Directors of all banks who intend to 
preserve their credit and usefulness are imperiously called upon to act with the utmost circumspection 
and prudence. All those in the management of which any departure fro:a the principles which ought to 
govern banking institutions has occurred, ought with promptitude to review their proceedings, and to 
introduce such reforms and curtailments as are necessary to secure their stability and usefulness. 

Considering the small quantity of specie in the country, which forms the basis of the paper currency, 
which has become its substitute, and its liability to exportation in the prosecution of the East India and 
China trade, as well as to meet balances which may happen to be due to the commercial states of Europe 
whenever the rate of exchange between the United States and those countries shall furnish inducements, 
it is difficult to conceive that any bank can be managed with prudence which extends its discounts more 
than 50 per cent. beyond its capital actually paid in. During the period of the existence of the former 
Bank of the United States, when there was but little bank competition, and when, owing to a most fortu- 
nate combination of circumstances, the precious metals abounded in this country more than in any other, 
that institution extended its discounts but little more than 50 per cent. above its actual capital. The 
Planters and Merchants’ Bank of Huntsville has, however, during the last twelve months, generally dis- 
counted to three times the amount of its capital actually paid in. In making it the depository of the 
public money received at Huntsville, it was expected that it would avail itself, to a reasonable extent, of 
the funds deposited in its vaults to the credit of the Treasury, taking care, however, to be always prepared 
to answer the demands of the Treasury for the whole amount if emergencies should render it necessary. 
It would be difficult to define the extent to which it might, with prudence, have extended its discounts 
upon the public money in its possession. In times favorable to banking operations it will readily be per- 
ceived that those discounts might be extended much further than at a crisis when banking institutions 
were generally struggling for existence—a crisis at which the Bank of the United States has not been 
able to declare a dividend of more than 24 per cent., and when it is at this moment unable to make any 
dividend. Under such circumstances, unless favored extremely by locality of position, prudence probably 
would have dictated the employment of the public money in the possession of the bank as a means of 
guarding against the embarrassments by which other institutions were surrounded, and under which they 
were daily sinking, instead of considering it a fund upon which it might extend its discounts. Such an 
employment would be so much the more necessary if the previous discounts of the bank were composed 
of what is commonly called accommodation paper. 

The common misfortune of most of the banks at this moment in the commercial cities, and it is pre- 
sumed to be still more so of those in the interior, is, that their discounts are generally of that description. 
When pressed themselves by the return of their notes, or withdrawing of the deposits, they have been 
unable to contract their discounts and draw in their debts in a corresponding degree. Embarrassment in 
their operations is the necessary consequence of this inability, and the loss of credit too frequently the 
result. The proposition lately made to the bank, and which has been conditionally accepted, by which a 

permanent deposit is stipulated, removes a part of the charge of imprudence, in preserving the discounts 
at the point to which they had been previously, as is believed, imprudently extended; yet still, in the 
existing state of the currency, it appears to me that prudence requires they should be diminished. It is 
possible that your local position may be so favorable as to exempt the bank under your direction from the 
emergencies and casualties to which banks in the commercial cities are now, and for the last twelve 
months have been subjected. I am not, however, able to discover that any such advantage exists. On 
the contrary, I perceive that banks in your vicinity, and which have not the power of charging their 
embarrassments to the Bank of the United States, have recently failed. 

It does, therefore, appear to me that prudence requires you to diminish your discounts, and bring 
them into that relation with your capital and the permanent deposit proposed in my arrangement of the 
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9th of March last, which is considered essential to the security of banks which are prudently conducted 
in the commercial cities. It may, indeed, be said, that as Boston is the place where specie has, since the 
war, borne the highest price, that your distance from that point affords efficient protection against any 
serious drain of specie. This may be correct to some extent; but it is presumed that dangers await banks 
in the interior not less embarrassing and dangerous than the immediate drain from the Atlantic banks 
occasioned by the East India and China trade. 

As an additional inducement to retrenchment at this time, it is my duty to add that the whole of the 

ublic money in your possession beyond the permanent deposit must be transferred to the Bank of the 

United States in the course of the ensuing autumn, in order that it may be applied to the reimbursement 
of the Mississippi stock. I will thank you, therefore, to adopt the measures necessary to effect that object 
with as little delay as possible, and inform me of the time and place at which it may be most conveniently 
effected by the bank. 

It is not considered expedient to dispense with the regulation to which the Directors have objected. 
It has been accepted by all the banks to which it has been proposed, and it has been proposed to all those 
where permanent deposits have been stipulated. Among them the oldest bank in the western States is 
to be numbered. It is not intended to be used inquisitorially as to the debtors of the bank. The secrecy 
which you seem to think essential in the concerns of the bank with its debtors is one of the vices of the 
existing bank charters which has done more to impair the public confidence in those institutions than any 
other circumstance connected with them. This secrecy has rendered them instruments in the hands of 
the officers of the banks to their individual aggrandizement, at the expense of the interests of the stock- 
holders and of the community. When this feature shall be obliterated from the charters of banks, and 
the utmost publicity given to their proceedings, a list of their debtors, with the amount due by each, pub- 
lished in the Gazette annually, confidence will be reposed in banks as far as the public interest requires 
it; at present it is lost. 

I remain, &c., &c. 


Le Roy Pores, Esq., President of the Farmers and Merchants’ Bank, Huntsville. 





No. 43. 
Wasuineton Crry, March 11, 1818. 


Dear Sir: I beg leave to call your attention to the editorial remarks in the enclosed paper upon the 
subject of the collection of the revenue of the United States, under the “Steubenville” head, and to ask 
for information, whether the arrangement in relation to the kind of money authorized to be received, as 
complained of, was made by the Government or the United States Bank; and if by either, whether some 
alteration may not be allowed without materially retarding the collection of the revenue, and such other 
information in relation to the subject as you may be pleased to communicate ? 

In making this request I have the double object in view of softening that kind of oppression incident 
to the payment of internal duties, and to preserve the affection of the people for the present administra- 
tion of the General Government. After perusing the newspaper, I will thank you to send it to me. 

I have the honor to be, dear sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAMUEL HERRICK. 


Ion. Wu. H. Crawrorp, Secretary of the Treasury. 





No. 44. 
Wasurineton, March 31, 1818. 


Sir: I herewith enclose to you a letter which I yesterday received from J. D. Hay, a respectable man 
at Vincennes, on the subject of a regulation which has been recently adopted by the United States Branch 
Bank at Louisville, Kentucky, for the government of the Receiver at Vincennes. I will only remark that 
these instructions, if not altered, will operate most prejudicially to the purchasers of the public lands, as 
well as to the citizens of the State, and I hope that you will use your influence with the United States 
Branch Bank at Louisville to have them so modified, at least, that the notes of the State Bank of Indiana 
may be received in payment for public lands. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 


WALLER TAYLOR. 
Hon. Wu. H. Crawrorp. 


Vincennes, February 24, 1818. 


Dear Sir: Your favor of the 19th ultimo came duly to hand by the last mail. We are very thankful 
to you for your friendly exertions in favor of our State Bank, and if the proposed arrangement could be 
made with the Bank of the United States it would be highly gratifying to us. 

The Receiver of Public Moneys received instructions last week from the Branch of the United States 
Bank at Louisville, directing him to receive no note, in payment of land, but those of the United States 
Bank and its branches, and the notes of the State Bank of Kentucky and her branches. This we think 
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extraordinary, when it is recollected that this bank commenced specie payments on the 20th of Februar 
1817, and conformed to every wish of the Government, at all times, which was not general with the 
western banks. 

If these instructions are to be permanent the people will experience great inconvenience, as it jg 
difficult to obtain the notes of those banks without paying high premiums. I have been told that some 
have paid 20 per cent. to have their money put into a shape to go into the Land Office. Few entries are 
making. Some individuals have come a distance to enter land; have brought the bills of North and South 
Carolina, Tennessee, New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia, &c., and have had to return without accomplish. 
ing the object of their journeys. 

I shall be happy to hear from you frequently. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. D. HAY. 


General W. Taytor. 





No. 45. 
House or Representatives, April 18, 181%. 


Sir: Every mail from the west brings us the complaints and requests of the people on the subject of 
the pecuniary state of our country. The monopolizing and depressing policy of the United States Bank 
and its branches, in the western country, have and are producing a state of things in that quarter much 
to be deprecated. The branch at Louisville, we are informed, has determined to receive no deposits 
except of specie, United States Bank paper, and Kentucky paper. The instructions of the Treasury 
Department restrict the Land Offices of the United States, within the State of Indiana, from receiving 
payments for land in any currency which will not be received as specie deposits in the branch at 
Louisville. The law of the present session, it is true, will prevent forfeitures during its existence; but 
during that time heavy sums of interest will be accruing against those who have land payments to make, 
and the doors of the offices must be closed against subsequent purchasers. The emigrant will not be able 
to purchase, and the general prosperity of the country must be greatly paralyzed. 

We would not press or ask a state of things prejudicial to the revenue, or the reception of paper 
below par, in payment for land; but the par value of the paper currency of Indiana is not doubted by 
any. There are but two banks in the State, and their credit are equal to any in the western country, 

All that we would ask or wish is, that the Land Offices be permitted to receive such western paper 
as they may have an accurate knowledge of, and may know to be in good credit, doing a fair business, 
and paying specie. This arrangement we think of vital importance to the State of Indiana, and hope it 
may be deemed admissible by you. 

The most of the above facts, we believe, exist in the State of Ohio also. 


We are, sir, very respectfully, &c., 
JOSEPH DESHA. 


WILLIAM H. HARRISON. 
ROBERT MOORE. 
HENRY BALDWIN. 
WILLIAM HENDRICKS. 
JAMES NOBLE. 
WALLER TAYLOR. 

R. C. ANDERSON, Jr. 
L. BARBER. 

THOMAS SPEED. 
JOHN W. CAMPBELL. 
SAMUEL HERRICK. 
PETER HITCHCOCK. 

P. BEECHER. 





No. 46. 


January 5, 1819. 


Sir: The people of Illinois, and particularly that portion of them within the district of public lands 
sold at Shawneetown, are very much alarmed, and I think in great danger of losing their lands, unless 
there be some change of instructions to the Receiver, authorizing him to take in payment for lands the 
notes of other banks than those now taken. The only notes now receivable at Shawneetown, for debts 
due the United States on account of lands, are the notes of the United States Bank and the State Bank of 
Kentucky; or if other notes are allowed to be received there they are the notes of such banks as have no 
paper circulating in that country. And I am well assured, from my own knowledge and the letters of 
respectable gentlemen in that part of the country, that if every note that will be received in payment for 
land, and every dollar in specie that is in the country were in the hands of those indebted to the Govern- 
ment for land, that it would be insufficient to enable more than one-tenth man of our settlers to comply 
with his engagement. I almost daily receive letters from the people of the Shawneetown land district, and 
of that part of Illinois included in the Vincennes district, stating that they are in a situation truly 
distressing, and that, unless there be some amelioration in the direction to the Receivers, the time 
is but very short until they expect to see the little farm and dwelling they have provided for the support 
and shelter of themselves and family torn from them by the merciless, avaricious speculator. 

I am sorry to be constrained to say that their apprehensions are but too justly predicated, and that 
they represent facts. From the best information I have upon the subject, the evil would be in a great 
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degree averted if the same latitude to receive bank paper were given to the Receivers at Shawneetown 
and Vincennes as is given to the Receivers at Kaskaskia and Edwardsville. There they take North 
Carolina, Georgia, and Tennessee State Bank notes. In the paper of these banks consists, by far, the 
greatest part of the circulating medium of our country. The receipt of these notes at the other offices is 
an acknowledgment of their goodness; and it is looked upon as extremely oppressive, by those who owe 
the Government, that they are obliged to let their farms be forfeited when they have of this kind of 
money enough to pay their debt. I hope what relief is possible, and in your power, will not be withheld. 
Your most obedient servant, 
J. M’LEAN. 
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OPERATIONS OF THE MINT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MAY 21, 1824. 


Treasury Department, May 21, 1824. 
The Secretary of the Treasury has the honor to transmit herewith three statements, marked A, B, C, 
which have been prepared by the Comptroller, pursuant to the 7th section of an act of Congress passed 
on the 2d of April, 1792, entitled “An act establishing a Mint and regulating the coins of the United 


States.” 
They contain all the information relative to the transactions of the Mint which the settlements made 


at the Treasury afford. 
Hon. Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





A. 


Statement exhibiting the balance of the gold and silver bullion remaining in the hands of the officers of the Mint 
on the 31st December, 1822; the amount deposited from 1st January fo 31st December, 1823; the different 
species of coins made and paid on account of deposits ; allowances for wastage ; and the balance remaining in 
the hands of the officers of the Mint on the 31st December, 1823, to be accounted for on a future settlement, viz: 
































eer Oz. dwts. grs. Dolls, cts.m. 
Balance of gold bullion remaining in the hands of the officers of the Mint on the 3lst December, 1822............. 1,274 13 20 22,655 96 0 
Gold bullion deposited from Ist January to 3lst December, 1823.............06+ mama seeenint Peas sndeQuancanccnkass 3,632 17 6 64,583 95 5 
SGU voaes seckrnwis suc tmacaes asausiegsescevaceriged cece ssistisecaccsrecesnee Sensi divisisleialsician eoeaee' 4,907 11 2 87,239 91 5 
‘a: 
Amount paid for deposits of gold from Ist January to 31st December, 1823......cccseeesseeceessecenseecncceeenees Jeececces eeecccees 80,745 56 0 
Amount deposited in the Bank of the United States on the 31st December, Wn vcancnsdsasiuniadcsrsixavrnccess|texeescesarcennseal 2,512 72 5 
Balance in the hands of the Treasurer of the Mint on the 3lst December, 1823 20... cece cece eeeee cecceceeceesers |e eee eoccccccccce | 82 5 
| 

| 88,259 LU 
Deduct amount ia the hands of the Treasurer and in the Bank on the 3lst December, 1822..... siswid cise since ensinde| eseaseieesactieceses | 10,834 11 0 

| 72. 495 
| 72,425 00 0 
* ———— 
Gold coins made at the Mint trom 1st January to 3lst December, 1823, 14,485 half eaghes......cccecsecececesceeees 4,073 18 3} 72,425 00 0 
Allowances to the melter and refiner, and chief coiner, for wastage for sume period. ........cceccccccccesccececees 12215 3 226 77 0 
Gold bullion in the hands of the officers of the Mint on the 3lst December, 1823...........000. Maswaaumaes alae ata | 820 17 20 14,588 14 5 
AS ADOVE...ccecrcccccccccccees covccecccccccs OIETOTTT ELITE rrr Terre errr reer rer rere ee wedevees 4,907 11 2| 87,239 91 5 

SILVER. | 

Balance of silver bullion remaining in the hands of the officers of the Mint on the 3lst December, 1822............| 34,741 5 5 40,089 55 0 
Silver bullion deposited from Ist January to 31st December, 1823........seececeeececeseccccececcceecesseesceesess| 890,690 16 0 | 1,027,719 27 0 





925,432 1 5/| 1,067,808 82 0 


NP GUN sois:6:o15:06:0.0'v's-c/elsin's 0.0.6.clnisisidlngie:sidie.0.06 tic'e ne weseaieleiecs vicseineo0ietoeee Sensinneeccesceectscocceewe | 3 





895,084 72 5 


Amount paid for deposits of silver from 1st January to 3let December, ch ER ° 

Amount deposited in the Bank of the United States on the 3lst December, 1823..........cccccecccceccccesecesnees|seeeeeeeseeseeeees 927 44 0 

Balance in the hands of the Treasurer of the Mint on the 31st rie acted gesatlsaxe gal jebuknwoeee itaracel enenecevenue samade 
896,012 16 5 

Deduct amount in the hands of the Treasurer and in the Bank of the United States on the 31st December, 1822....'...... eocceccccce 462 16 5 
895,550 00 0 


Silver coins made from 1st January to 3lst December, 1823, 440,000 dismes, 17,800 quarter dollars, and 1,694,200 = - 
776,143 6 16 895,550 00 0 
2,615 2 1 3,017 42 


half dollars....sccecssssececs weenie Siclaeesce: W6/66410:06b. 66:6 00005010 060.060 06556 OOS OROTC TOES SCO eSeRadeedeecees 
5 
146,673 12 12 169,241 39 5 


Allowances to the melter and refiner, and chief coiner, for wastage for saM€ PCTIOd.......seceeecesececreecceseers 
Silver bullion in the hands of the officers of the Mint 3lst December, 1823........cceeeeseseceees ateedconeaneqaved 











925,422 1 5 | 1,067,808 82 0 


PE 5s ois 0 0d 5:6. 6.016:0 4 6 44,4010 0 66:65:09.0 606 W604 600k 60060005 ss wcbbdedesebese Ree Ree eeeseCebeReees 





CompPTROLLER’s OFFice, May 19, 1824. LUND WASHINGTON, Clerk. 
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B. 


The Mint of the United States in account copper purchased from the commencement of the institution to 
December 31, 1823. 
Dr. Cr. 











Value of 
Troy weight. |Costof copper. Troy weight. copper at the 
rate of 7 
| dwts. toa et, 
lbs. oz.dut lis. oz.dwt 
To amount of rough copper and copper || By amount of rough copper and copper 
planchets purchased from the commence- planchets accounted for from the com- 
ment of the institution to the 31st Decem- || mencement of the institution to Decem- 
ber, 1822, per statement marked B, ac- \| ber 31, 1822, per statement marked B, 
companying the Comptroller’s letter of | accompanying the Comptroller’s letter 
February 27, 1823....... eeceececs seeeees| 1,553,288 7 19 | $407,632 46 || of February 27, 1823 .....ccceeecceeeeee| 1,499,564 9 0 | $481,074 67 
To amount gained on coinage...... occveces 147 0 112,438 26 || By amount of cents delivered by the 'Trea- 
surer of the Mint to the Treasurer of the 
United States in the year 1823.......... 35,729 2 0 12,250 00 
| Amount accounted fOr.....seeeeeeceee eee] 1,475,293 11 0] 493,324 67 
| Balance on hand 3ist December, 1823, in 
|| hands of the Treasurer of the Mint, 
 coined....... Be dal cia eared 1 as 37,039 1013] 12,699 39 
In hands of the chief coiner, uncoined.... 40,969 5 6 14,046 66 











,553,303 219} 520,070 72 1,553,303 219] 520,070 72 














| 
| 
| 
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| 








LUND WASHINGTON, Clerk, 
CoMPTROLLER’sS OFFICE, 19th May, 1824. 


Summary statement exhibiting the value of coins made at the Mint; the amount of disbursements on account of 
the establishment ; the amount.allowed for wastage ; the amount retained of deposits ; and the amount gained 
on the coinage of copper, from the commencement of the institution to the 31st December, viz: 








Value of gold, silver, and copper coinage up to the 3lst December, 1822.........eeeeeeeees seeceee cece cece cece Bane sosibeve salen © sseee $20, 809, 125 71 
Gold coins made from Ist January to 3lst December, 1823, per account A...ceceeecee’ ceceeceecees oasese 0006 60b000 872, 425 00 
Silver coins made from Ist January to 3lst December, 1823, per AcCOUNt A... ccc ceccceccscesecceceeecesesesecees 895, 550 00 
Copper coins made from 1st January to 3lst December, 1823, per account B........ $10 004s 6000 06000000 0enc cece vnee 12,250 00 

980,225 00 

Total value gold, silver, and copper.......+.++. seeeees cece ccccceccccccecees O Ness binaes awleslh sWebasGlieeeesaexeeseedens 21,789, 350 71 
Net charge on the coinage of gold, silver, and copper, to the 3lst December, 1822....... e+ covccee eoccccccccce toes 517,217 88 
Add amount gained on the coinage of copper to the same peri0d ....... 0.000 oocccece ocecce Seeeseceeesecee ccccecce 112, 433 26 





629,651 14 








From which deduct amount wastage on gold and silver to 3lst December, 1822 .......eeseeeeeeees $75,931 38 
Also amount wastage from Ist January to 3lst December, 1823........ bnbplbesebeeeederanes cocvce 3,244 19 
—_ 79,175 57 
—_— 550,475 57 
Add amount disbursed on account of the establishment from Ist January to 3lst December, 1823........ccscececces|sccececscess eae 21,281 44 
Add also the amount wastage on gold and silver to 3lst December, 1823 ............ orc ccccccccccscccccsocoscoses 79,175 57 
From the above deduct the amount retained from deposits to 31st December, 1822.......+0+ eevee $9,937 04 
Also this sum, from Ist January to 3lst December, 1823 ......... 06600 0660 00000500 000s ceneceesenee 1,874 43 
—_——— 11,311 47 
67, 864 10 
639,621 11 
Deduct amount gained on the coinage of copper from the commencement of the institution to 31st December, 1823.]......cecseseeeees 112, 438 26 





Net amount chargeable to the coinage of gold, silver, and copper, from the commencement of the institution to 31st 
December, 1823, including the costs of lots, buildings, And MACHINETY......ccccceceseccccccccsececsesccceesese|sccceveccees seeces 527,182 85 











LUND WASHINGTON, Clerk. 
ComPTROLLER’s OFFICE, 19th May, 1824. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NINIAN EDWARDS’ CHARGES OF FINANCIAL 
MISMANAGEMENT. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MAY 25, 1824. 


Mr. Livineston, from the Select Committee to whom was referred the memorial or address of Ninian Ed- 
wards, reported : 


That immediately on their appointment, as the House has been already informed, they communicated a 
copy of this address to the Secretary of the Treasury, and they also ordered the attendance of Mr. Edwards, 
to be examined before them as a witness, touching the various charges in the memorial. For although in 
that address he refers to papers and documents accessible to the committee without his presence, as the 
main supports of his charges, yet the committee were of opinion that these charges were not such as 
should be either lightly made or superficially examined; and that it ought not to content itself with any 
investigation short of one in which the accuser should have an opportunity of being personally present, 
the better to sustain the charges, if they were capable of being sustained, or to bear the proper responsi- 
bility if, failing to sustain them, he should appear to have brought them forward, in a form thus positive 
and imposing, from personal and improper motives or upon frivolous pretexts. And the committee is still 
of opinion that this investigation ought not to be finally closed without. the personal examination of Mr. 
Edwards; and in proceeding to make any report on the subject at the present time, and before such an 
examination is had, the committee acts only from the necessity imposed upon it by the approaching close 
of the session, and by a sense of duty which dictates that it ought not to postpone to a distant day all 
communication to the House on a subject so interesting to the Government, and so nearly affecting the 
honor and integrity of one of its highest officers. 

Under the influence of these motives the committee makes this report as the result of its examination 
of the papers referred to in the address, and such other proofs as the committee could command. What- 
soever is here said, therefore, must be received with the qualification that, although the committee do not 
know that Mr. Edwards, if present, could communicate any fact likely to be important, they do not know, 
on the other hand, that he might not do so; and he has had no opportunity to be examined or to give any 
reply to the answer of the Secretary, which the committee has received, and which has already been 
printed by order of the House. 

The address contains two general charges against the Secretary: one of mismanaging the public 
funds, under which various illegal transactions are alleged in reference to the deposit of the public 
moneys in certain banks, and the mode in which such moneys were allowed afterwards to be repaid; the 
other imputing to the Secretary the suppression of papers and documents, or failing to communicate them 
when they ought to have been communicated in answer to resolutions of the houses of Congress. 

The committee has given its attention to each of these divisions of charge. 

And first, as to the conduct of the Treasury Department in regard to the deposits of the public moneys 
in the banks, and the manner in which such banks were allowed to repay to the Treasury the balances of 
such deposits: 

By the resolution of Congress of April 30, 1816, it is declared “that the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he hereby is, required and directed to adopt such measures as he may deem necessary to cause, as 
soon as may be, all duties, taxes, debts, or sums of money, accruing or becoming payable to the United 
States, to be collected and paid in the legal currency of the United States, or Treasury notes, or notes of 
the Bank of the United States, as by law provided and declared, cr in the notes of banks which are pay- 
able, and paid, on demand, in the said legal currency of the United States; and that from and after the 20th 
day of February next no such duties, taxes, debts, or sums of money accruing or becoming payable to the 
United States as aforesaid, ought to be collected or received otherwise than in the legal currency of the 
United States, or Treasury notes, or notes of the Bank of the United States, or in notes of banks which 
are payable and paid, on demand, in the said legal currency of the United States.” 

At the time of the adoption of this resolution, debts accruing to the United States, whether on 
account of the sales of public lands, or at the custom-house, or from other sources of revenue, were in 
fact received, in some parts of the country, but evidently in disregard of the law, in the notes of the State 
hanks which did not redeem their paper by cash payments. By this resolution it was obviously made the 
duty of the Treasury to correct that departure from law as soon as practicable; and it was, as is equally 
obvious, imperative on the Department after the 20th February, 1817, to allow nothing to be received in 
payment of debts due to the United States but the legal money of the United States, Treasury notes, notes 
of the Bank of the United States, or of those State banks the notes of which were payable and paid on 
demand in cash. 

The Bank of the United States was incorporated in April, 1816, and went into operation at the com- 
mencement of the next year. By the act of incorporation it is provided and declared “that the deposits 
of the money of the United States, in places in which the said bank and branches thereof may be estab- 
lished, shall be made in said bank and the branches thereof, unless the Secretary of the Treasury shall, 
at any time, otherwise order and Cirect; in which case the Secretary of the Treasury shall immediately 
lay before Congress, if in session, and if not, immediately after the commencement of the next session, 
the reasons of such order or direction.” 

The present Secretary of the Treasury was appointed to that office in October, 1816. 

In the early part of the year 1817 it is represented by the Secretary, and appears to be true, that an 
arrangement was made with the Bank of the United States by which the public funds were to be deposited 
in the branches of that institution in all places where such branches existed; and where there were no 
such branches, that bank was to designate certain State banks for which it would be responsible, and in 
which such public moneys should be deposited; and notes of all banks which the Bank of the United 
States would receive in deposit as cash, and none other, were to be received on sales of the public lands. 

It is further represented, that in the execution of this arrangement difficulties and controversies arose 
between the Bank of the United States and the State banks thus employed in receiving the deposits of 
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the public moneys, and, ere long, the Bank of the United States signified to the Department of the Tre -asury 
that it could not contines such arrangement, and that thenceforward it could receive nothing in deposit, 

as cash, but the legal currency of the country or its own notes. The agreement with the ‘Bank of the 
United States termin: ited, for these reasons, on the 30th of June, 1818. 

It would appear that many of the State banks which had, in 1817, resumed specie payments, soun 
after this period, that is to say in the latter part of 1818, discontinued such payments, and that the debt 
due to the United States, en account of the sales of public land, had very greatly increased, amounting, 
in the early part of 1819, to not less than $18,000,000, The public expenditure in the western § States 
was not such as to require, within those States, the disbursement of the money received on account of 
this debt, but much the larger part was to be remitted cither to the seat of Government or to other places 
in the Atlantic States. 

About this period, also, the Bank of the United States issued orders prohibiting its western branches 
from issuing any of their own notes for circulation, even in exchange for, or on deposit of, specie. 

Under these circumstances the Secretary of the Treasury appears to have entered into arrangements 
with some of the local or State banks, generally those which had acted as agents of the Bank of the 
United States, for the purpose of employing them as depositories of the public money, and in the transfer 
of such money, when required, to places where it might be wanted in the course of Government 
disbursements. 

Among the earliest of these was that proposed to the Bank of Missouri, by letters from the Secretary 
of the 1st and the 11th of July, 1818, immediately after the termination of the agreement before mentioned 
with the Bank of the United States; which letters, indeed, have the form of circulars to all the banks in 
which the public moneys were at that time deposited, that is to say, the banks which have been employed 
by the Bank of the United States, during the continuance of its arrangement before mentioned with the 
Treasury. The Bank of Missouri was one of these. It was now informed that, since that agreement had 
come to an end on the 30th of June, all sums deposited in the Bank of Missouri after that time must be 
subject to the drafts of the Treasury, and would be drawn for, as occasion should require, in the following 
manner, viz: If in favor of individuals, drafts to be paid at sight; if in favor of the Bank cf the United 
States, in sixty days; drafts of the latter description to be so made that the money should be drawn out 
gradually and not en masse. The reason of this distinction between drafts to individuals and drafts to the 
Bank of the United States appears to be that drafts in favor of individuals, being probably intended for 
funds to be expended in the neighborhood of the bank, would be ordinarily paid in the notes of the bank 
itself, or other similar paper; but those in favor of the Bank of the United States would be such as 
required payment in specie or in United States Bank bills, or transfers of credit to its branches, operations 
which might reasonably require time. On the 1st of August the Bank of Missouri signified its acceptance 
of the conditions of this proposition. 

On the 21st of December, 1818, the Secretary, by letter addressed to the President of the Bank of 
Edwardsville, signified his disposition to employ that bank also in receiving the deposits of the public 
moneys, and on the Ist of February following that bank assented to the terms. A similar arrangement 
was made, nearly at the same time, with the Bank of Illinois, the Bank of Huntsville, and the Tombeckbe 
Bank. 
Shortly after the date of these transactions, however, a more general system of employing State 
banks, for the purposes before mentioned, was adopted, and conditions more precise, and which were 
thought more favorable to the banks, were proposed. The leading feature in this new proposition was, 
that as an inducement to undertake the engagement, it was agreed, on the part of the Treasury, to allow 
to the bank a permanent deposit of a stipulated sum, not liable to be drawn out or diminished, except in 
a specified case. The use of this deposit was to be the equivalent for the responsibility of receiving 
and keeping the funds and the expense of transferring them, without further charge on the Treasury, to 
such places as might be agreed on or required. 

Arrangements of this nature were made with the Bank of Steubenville, Bank of Chilicothe, Franklin 
Bank of Columbus, Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank of Indiana, Bank of Illinois at Shawneetown, Branch 
Bank of Kentucky at Louisville, Bank of Tombeckbe at St. Stephens, Planters and Merchants’ Bank of 
Huntsville, Bank of Missouri, Bank of Vincennes, Bank of Edwardsville, and Farmers and Mechanics’ 
Bank of Cincinnati. 

The terms, in general, agreed to between the Treasury and these several banks were, in substance: 

1. That the bank should receive in deposit, to the credit of the Treasury, as cash, from the Receivers 
of Public Moneys, all current notes of such banks as maintain cash payments; with power, however, to 
discontinue to receive the notes of any particular bank on giving seasonable notice of such intention to 
the Receiver. 

2. That the bank should pay at sight all drafts from the Treasury, and should also transfer, on 
request, all sums on hand beyond the amount of the stipulated permanent deposit to the Bank of the 
United States or certain enumerated branches of that bank; and that a fixed sum should remain in the 
bank, as before mentioned, as a permanent deposit, to be transferred, however, to the Bank of the United 
States in six months after the termination of the agreement. 

3. That if the money were wanted for disbursement in the neighborhood of the banks, it might 
be drawn for, at sight, notwithstanding such drafts might reduce the permanent deposit below the 
stipulated sum. 

The amount of this permanent deposit was to be increased if it should appear that the bank should 
receive and transfer such large sums as that the expense thereof should not be considered as compensated 
by the benefit of the deposit which had been stipulated. It was also prescribed that the bank should 
render to the Secretary of the Treasury and to the Treasurer duplicate monthly returns of its accounts 
with the Treasurer; and to the Secretary confidential monthly returns of the state of its own affairs; 
showing, also, the credits of all public officers in the bank; and, also, quarterly lists, or returns, of all its 
debtors; to the end that the Secretary of the Treasury might determine on the propriety of continuing 
the public deposit in such bank. 

Such was the general nature of the arrangements as they were adopted and entered into with the 
banks. There were, however, variations in some other particulars. In the bank of Steubenville, for 
instance, the public money in ‘the bank, or due from it at the time of the arrangement, was declared not 
to fall within the arrangement; in other instances nothing is said of such balances; and in others, again, 


it was declared that they should be embraced by the agreement. 
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The following table shows the amount of the permanent deposit allowed to each bank, respectively, 
as the equivalent for the services rendered, or expected to be rendered, by it to the Treasury: 


ti ohh ean no ata ¥F-4 i boob Kes x 6G NEWS ONO E 609 R40 Sa eRe eee RS $50,000 
Me GE IIo srk esc ncdsioe ceeseces eC ee ee Te eer re reais .. 100,000 
Franklin Bank of Columbus. . ie tera ale His case eA PeaMaee ae Kesh Oe eee 20,000 
Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank of ins. be de rsee Teneees eee Eta Is, its ali at a ere 40,000 
ee I Oe NIN iio k 5 sive cscs sscac ceeds caccsavscesess senses Oe ee 50,000 
Branch Bank of Kentucky at Louisville........... sy nye epee ere Sern for rr ay rer er re yt 100,000 
NN oo a kk wie dbase c noses eo eeaeecdseeeseneteveeceedenés 100,000 
Dieeene ae Beoremnmte Haak OF Tantaville.... .... ones occ ccc ccc ccc cc cee cece ceesessscecens 75,000 
ee, RO ne ree en IPE, Een eee eR EE 150,000 
Bank of Vincennes..... eee iat eat eG nas ee fw wy Ee Eee ee eae 75,000 
aa acy gl a kc a 189 RRA SAE ow ROR SSS 8c Wee bos os ee he RR ORR 40,000 
Dalesers ame srocmemees Hank of Cimcimaati.... ........ 2. 2 6 so cece ccc ewcceccsccesesccees 100,000 


The amount of these permanent deposits is nine hundred thousand dollars, the interest on which 
sum, at six per cent., would be fifty-four thousand dollars. 

It is alleged in the memorial that this sum of fifty-four thousand dollars was thus annually paid for 
receiving and tr ansmitting the public money; a service which, it is said, the Bank of the United States 
was bound to perform without any compensation. The committee does not see the ground of this obliga- 
tion on the Bank of the United States. That institution is, indeed, bound to give necessary facilities for 
transferring the public funds from place to place, but this can only mean cash funds; and it is bound, also, 
to receive money in deposit for the United States; but it is not bound to receive ‘in deposit as cash the 
bills of any banks whatever but its own, although ‘they may come within the provisions of the resolution 
of 1816. The committee does not perceive anything in the principle of these arrangements with the 
banks either in violation of law or contrary to the usage of the Government, since the Treasury has 
for many years had agreements with more or less of the banks, by which the public moneys were deposited 
in such banks, and drawn from them when wanted; certain terms and conditions, as to the mode of 
drawing, being stipulated, such as were thought beneficial both to the Treasury and the banks. Indeed, 
it may ‘be proper to observe here that it seems to have been assumed by different officers at the head of 
the Treasury Department that it was their duty to direct its operations to the support of different 
moneyed institutions whenever their affairs required support, so as to defeat combinations against them 
and preserve an equilibrium of credit among them. And the practice appears to have been in conformity 
with this;principle from a very early day. That benefit may occasionally result and has resulted from 
such operations is evident; but this is no legal employment of public funds. It is nothing but a gratuitous 
loan. The existence of the practice, however, as well as the avowal of the principle by different 
ofticers at the head of the Treasury, will be found by referring to a letter from the Secretary of the 
Treasury to the President of the Senate, of the 25th February, 1823, in answer to a resolution of that 
body. Such, however, was not either the object or the character of the agreements with the State banks, 
which are the subjects of this examination. 

On the Ist of August, 1820, the Treasury issued circular instructions to the Receivers of Public 
Moneys, authorizing them to receive, in addition to specie and bills of the Bank of the United States and 
its branches, notes of the incorporated banks in Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Rich- 
mond, and in the States of South Carolina and Georgia, (except the City Bank of Baltimore,) and of 
those specie-paying banks in the State in which the Land Office is situated. “This instruction,” it is 
added, “supersedes those which have heretofore been given on the subject, except in so far as they 
prohibit the receipt of the paper of any bank which does not discharge its notes on demand in specie, 
and that prohibitiom must in every case be rigidly adhered to.” 

Among the banks with which these negotiations were made, the attention of the committee was 
called particularly to the Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank of Cincinnati, the Bank of Chilicothe, and the 
branch of the State Bank of Kentucky, at Louisville, as forming the subject of a charge that does not 
apply to the others. In the several places where these banks were situated the Bank of the United States 
had offices of discount and deposit, and the law incorporating that institution, as has been before 
observed, creates an obligation on the Treasury of the United States to use them as places of deposit in 
preference to any other banks, unless the Secretary shall, for special reasons, otherwise direct; and in 
that case such reasons shall be laid before Congress at its then or next session. The charge is, that no 
such communication was made to Congress. This omission is acknowledged by the Secretary, who says 
it was owing to inadvertence, and that the inattention to the provision of the law was unimportant, 
inasmuch as the provision was intended obviously for the benefit of the bank, and the bank had full 
notice. The notoriety of the fact is also relied on to show that no improper conduct or desire to conceal 
it produced the omission. 

The committee sees no reason to doubt this statement, or to attribute any improper motive to the 
Secretary in this inattention to the directions of the act. 

The charges relative to the Bank of Missouri are, in substance: 

That this bank was unworthy of credit at the time the deposits of public moneys were suffered to 
accumulate in it to a large and an improper amount; 

That the permanent deposit allowed it was illegal and unreasonably large; 

That those returns and statements of its affairs which the Secretary had himself considered essential 
were not exacted; 

And finally, that in payment of its debt a large amount of uncurrent notes was received, some of 
them not worth twenty-five cents on che dollar, contrary to the positive injunctions of the resolution of 1816. 

The committee thinks it very probable that the Bank of Missouri did make an improper, perhaps an 
excessive, issue of its paper, although the mode adopted in the address of estimating that excess appears 
not altogether correct, as it omits to mention the permanent deposit of the government in calculating the 
fund on ‘witch the omission might be made. If the capital of the bank were, as is stated, $210, 000, and 
its permanent deposit from Government $150,000, supposing it to have no other deposits, a discount to 
the extent of $430,000 would not have been alarmingly excessive, supposing the loans to have been 
limited to safe hands and that punctuality of payment might have been expected. It is probable that a 
failure in this latter respect was the immediate cause of the bank suspending its payments. 

The sum of $726,000, which appears at one time to have been in this bank, was certainly a very large 
sum to have been suffered to remain in a country bank; but whether it was a greater accumulation than 
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ought to have been allowed is a question that depends on many considerations, chiefly on that of the 
solidity of the institution, which itself again depended on the solvency of its debtors. Of this the com- 
mittee has no other evidence than that arising from the report of the committee of the Legislature of 
Missouri, appointed to examine the affairs of the bank, who declare that the debts due on personal security 
as well as those secured by mortgage, are safe. If this were well founded, the bank, even at the time it 
stopped payment, had in those two items more than enough to pay all it owed. 

What information to put the Secretary on his guard would have been derived from the monthly 
returns the committee cannot determine. ‘They appear to have been furnished only up to February j 
1820. Nor has the committee observed any demand made by the Secretary for a compliance with this 
stipulation at any time between that date and the time the bank stopped payment. Whether, howeyey 
if it had been demanded and complied with any different result favorable to the United States would haye 
been produced it seems impossible to determine, because, judging from the last and most unfavorable 
return made, immediately previous to the stoppage of the bank, nothing in those returns would haye 
appeared to indicate any danger. 

A more important part of the charge is, that the Secretary received from this bank, in part payment 
of its debt, a large amount of uncurrent notes contrary to law. 

By the first arrangement made with the bank which has been already stated, it was not responsible 
as far as the committee can perceive, for the solvency of the banks the notes of which might have been 
deposited in it by the public Receivers. When the new contract was made in August, 1819, it did no¢ 
form any part of that contract, as it did with some of those of the other banks, that the bills already on 
hand should be at once passed to the credit of the Treasury as cash, as may be seen by a copy of the 
contract annexed to this report, marked B. So that the important question is, whether those notes were 
received before or after August 9, 1819, the day on which the bank assented to the new contract. If before, 
then they were received on account and at the risk of the government; if after, at the risk of the bank, 

The committee think there were sufficient reasons to justify the Secretary in believing them to have 
been received before the 9th of August, because by the letter of the bank of that date it appears that a 
much larger sum in notes essentially of the same description was in possession of the bank; and an offer 
is therein made to transfer them to various other banks, to the order of the Treasury. And by the state- 
ment marked E, annexed to the address of Mr. Edwards, it appears that as early as September 6, 1819, a 
much larger sum, in notes of the description of those thus offered by the bank, had actually been received 
on account of the Treasury from the several Receivers, and were then on hand. On this point the 
committee also refer to the deposition of Thomas F. Riddick, hereunto annexed, marked F. 

The committee think it proper to add, that of the whole sum received by the Treasury in these notes 
from the Bank of Missouri, a sum of about $20,000 only appears to be unpaid; and of this sum it is stated 
by the Treasury there are hopes that a considerable part will be secured. 

A very large part of the address is occupied with observations on the transactions between the 
Treasury and the Bank of Edwardsville. This bank was made a depository of public money, at the 
solicitation of Mr. Edwards himself, in December, 1818. It stopped payment in September, 1821, owing 
at that time a balance to Government of $46,202 43. 

It is not deemed necessary here to repeat all that is said on that subject in the address and the 
answer. The address, in this part of it, seems to have two objects: one, to clear Mr. Edwards himself 
from any imputation on account of having procured the public deposits to be made in the bank originally, 
and to repel the supposition that he had been the means of continuing them after they became unsafe; the 
other, to charge the Secretary with continuing the deposits after he ought to have been alarmed for their 
safety, and with receiving uncurrent notes from the bank against law; and also with the negligent 
omission of proper means to collect the debt due from it to Government. ° 

It appears to be for this double purpose that the address alleges that in 1819 its author made a 
publication, announcing his intention to withdraw from the bank in which he had been a Director, and no 
longer to be considered responsible for its engagements; which publication, as is alleged, was transmitted 
to the Secretary; that he also advised the Receiver of Public Moneys to withhold the deposits from the 
bank until he should receive further orders from the Treasury; that the Receiver thereupon wrote to the 
Treasury, enclosing Mr. Edwards’ publication, and, as he afterwards declared, received a letter from the 
Secretary directing him to continue the deposits. The Secretary has said that no such letter from the 
Receiver was on file in the Department, and that none of its officers had any recollection of such letter; 
and moreover, that there was no record of any answer. The address, notwithstanding this declaration, 
aims to prove that such letter was written; and among other arguments adduces the fact that there was 
about this time an actual suspension of deposits at the bank, which the address attributes to the caution 
of the Receiver, under the advice which had been given to him. To this it is answered by the Secretary, 
that this suspension was owing to the negligence, not the caution, of the Receiver; that the Receiver was 
directed frequently and repeatedly to continue his deposits, and to make them regularly and punctually; 
danger then being apprehended, not from the bank, but from the continuance of large sums in the 
hands of the Receiver. 

Without entering into a detail of all the facts connected with this subject, it seems to the committee 
that there is no doubt that Mr. Edwards did make a publication* in the newspapers in 1819, as he 
represents, and that he gave such advice as he represents to the Receiver. But there is no evidence that 
the Receiver communicated it, or wrote on the subject of it, to the Secretary. Indeed, it is not very 
probable he would have done so. It is to be remembered that he was President of the bank as well as 

teceiver of Public Moneys, and he would hardly advise the Secretary that he, as Receiver, could not 
repose confidence in the bank the President and head of which he was. The committee does not deem it 
at all material to inquire whether the Secretary received or saw a copy of Mr. Edwards’ publication. 
There is nothing in that communication which should have alarmed him for the safety of the public 
money in the Edwardsville Bank; for, although Mr. Edwards announces his intention of withdrawing 
from a participation in the direction of it, he speaks in most decided terms of its solvency and_ safety. 
While the committee sees no reason to believe that Mr. Edwards acted with any impropricty in procuring 
the deposit of the public money in that bank, or in regard to the continuance of such deposit, it perceives, 
on the other hand, no reason whatever for supposing that the Secretary continued the deposit after being 
admonished by the Receiver that they were unsafe. On the contrary, the committee thinks the corre- 
spondence fully shows that the deposits were omitted, or thought to be so, through negligence and default; 
and that in enforcing and insisting on them the Secretary was governed by a proper regard for the 


* See paper C, annexed. 
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security of the public funds. The committee, however, would take this occasion to observe, that in their 
opinion the appointment of the Presidents of the local banks, in which public moneys are deposited, to 
be Receivers of the Public Moneys, to be deposited in the same bank, is injudicious; that it has happened 
in several cases; and that inconvenience or mischief may be not unlikely to result from such a practice. 

As to the charge of receiving uncurrent notes from this bank also, contrary to law, the committee 
thinks that the construction which appears to have been contended for by the bank, and acquiesced 
in by the Secretary, of the first article of the arrangement between them, is not the true construction, 
especially if nothing be regarded but the terms of the contract. The words of the first article are: “That 
the public moneys shall be entered to the credit of the Treasurer as cash.” It would seem impossible that 
these terms could mean anything else than that, for the amount of these deposits, the bank should become 
directly debtor to the United States, and that this debt, thus assumed, should, like others, be legally paid. 
If this construction which the committee has given to the contract be correct, these notes were illegally 
received. 

The Secretary’s view of the case appears, however, to have been different. He says the term “cash” 
was used in opposition to the term ‘‘ special deposit,” and was not intended to subject the bank to the pay- 
ment of specie for notes which were not convertible into specie; and that it was not understood by either 
of the parties that the bank was responsible for the credit of other banks whose notes were deposited in 
it. The correspondence sufficiently shows that the bank expressed the same opinion at an early period of 
the connexion, and long before this case arose. The construction insisted upon was, in effect, that the 
bank was to receive such bills as the Receivers had lawfully taken and wished to deposit; and, as these 
would be of different banks more or less remote, the bank should, for the compensation which it received, 
be at the expense of collecting them, so that the proceeds might be transferred, without further expense 
or trouble on the part of the Government, to the order of the Treasury; but that, nevertheless, if any 
such bills became discredited while in this process of collection, by the failure of the bank which issued 
them, the loss should fall on the Government. 

Although the committee do not agree to the correctness of this construction, yet they see no reason 
to doubt that the Secretary may have honestly supposed that the banks entered into the arrangement 
with this understanding of its meaning, nor any ground to believe his conduct, in this respect, to have 
been governed by any improper motive. It ought to be added that the Secretary states that one reason 
for receiving these bills from the Edwardsville Bank was, that he had at that time some reason to appre- 
hend a want of punctuality or good faith on the part of that bank itself. 

The case of the Bank of Tombeckbe, as it is explained in the Secretary’s answer, does not call for 
any particular observations. It is not unlike that of Edwardsville, except that in the former case no loss 
appears to have occurred. The loss in the case of the Bank of Edwardsville, arising from the receipt of 
uncurrent notes, will be twenty thousand dollars, unless it should turn out, as the Secretary says he is 
assured it will, that the notes will yet be paid. 

The committee has requested of the Department to be informed of the present amount due to the 
United States from the following banks, to wit: The Branch Bank of Kentucky, at Louisville; the Hunts- 
ville Bank; the Bank of Missouri; the Bank of Vincennes; the Bank of Edwardsville, and the Farmers 
and Mechanics’ Bank of Cincinnati; and of the present circumstances of those banks; and whether there 
be reason to apprehend loss from any other bank in which the public money is deposited. 

In answer to this request the Secretary has communicated a statement of the Treasurer, giving the 
information required, which accompanies this report, marked D. 

By this it would appear that the balance now due the Government from these banks is four hundred 
and forty thousand eight hundred and twenty dollars and sixty-three cents. 

The committee has no particular information of the measures which have been adopted to enforce the 
collection of these balances. In regard to some of them, as has already appeared, the Secretary expresses 
a confident hope of ultimate payment; a great portion of the amount, however, may be considered as lost. 

The amount of money collected on account of internal taxes and from the sales of the public lands, 
mostly the latter, since 1816, is stated by the Secretary at twenty-one millions of dollars. If of this sum 
half a million should be lost by means of the failure of the banks which have stopped payment, the loss 
would be less than two and a half per cent. on the whole sum. 

Considering the great and violent shock which credit of all kinds has sustained within this period in 
the western States, and comparing this amount of loss, if it should eventually happen, with that of the 
Bank of the United States, of other banks, and of individuals, arising in the same part of the country 
from similar causes, the committee is of opinion that the result does not show, in the Treasury Depart- 
ment, any want either of fidelity or prudence in the management of the public funds. 

The other division of the charge contained in the address relates to the alleged suppression or 
withholding of papers called for by different resolutions of the houses of Congress. 

One specification under this head is that relating to the correspondence between the Secretary and 
Mr. Stephenson, the President of the Edwardsville Bank. The opinion of the committee on that subject 
has been already given, and need not be repeated. 

Another relates to the correspondence with the several western banks generally. The charge is, 
that material parts of it were retained when called for by the House. 

The first call was made on the 9th of January, 1822, and was, as the committee think, limited in its 
proper construction to a requisition for the correspondence relative to the contracts for making deposits. 
In this way the Secretary says he understood it; but that he did, nevertheless, transmit letters not directly 
embraced by the resolution, but which he thought were necessary to elucidate the subject. 

The next resolution was on the 12th of March in the same year, and the only correspondence it called 
for was that with the Missouri Bank; and there is no reason to believe that this was not substantially 
complied with. 

A third call was made in the same year, on the 8th of May, requiring the correspondence with all 
the banks that had not before been communicated. 

The committee have not been able to discover in the very voluminous return to this last resolution 
any material letters not before communicated, except a circular instruction to the western banks, directing 
them to note on the back of each return of the Treasurer’s account a description of the moneys credited 
in such return, and the amount of each, according to a form of return therein given. This form is the 
same with that in which the return referred to in Mr. Edwards’ address, marked E, is made out. This 
circumstance would seem to give a greater weight to the evidence to be drawn from that paper, consid- 
ering it as an official document intended for the Treasury, under the agreement. 
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Another charge of suppression incidentally made, but which the committee deem it proper to notice 
relates to a report made by the Secretary in obedience to a resolution of the House of December 81, 1819 
calling for such information as he possessed in relation to the introduction of slaves into the United 
States. On this point the committee addressed an inquiry to the Secretary, and received from him the 
answer annexed to this report, marked E. 

Although they are of opinion that there were papers in the Department containing information called 
for by the resolution, and which ought to have been communicated, yet, judging from the statement made 
by the Secretary in his answer, connected with the fact that the papers in question were communicated 
to the Attorney General, it is the opinion of the committee that the omission was not caused by a design 
to screen the person implicated from punishment or blame. 

As to the other cases in which the Secretary is charged in the address with having suppressed or 
withheld papers or information called for by the houses of Congress, the committee is of opinion that 
although papers coming within the scope of the resolution or call were not in some instances communi. 
cated, such omissions were either the result of accident or of a belief on the part of the Secretary, or of 
the persons necessarily employed by him on such occasions, that the papers so omitted were not called 
for or were not material; and the committee have seen no evidence that any documents or information 

_ has been withheld from the House from the operation of any improper motive or design. 

Referring to what has been said in the introduction to this report, and repeating that Mr. Edwards 
has not had an opportunity of supporting his charges by his presence and testimony, the result of the 
facts which have appeared to the committee thus far in this investigation, and of their deductions from 
them when applied to the recapitulation of charges, as stated at the end of the address, is 

First. That the evidence referred to and examined does not support the charge of having mismanaged 
the public funds. 

Second. That the uncurrent notes mentioned in the second charge appear, by evidence satisfactory to 
the committee, to have been received and deposited by the Public Receivers at a time when they were 
receivable under the resolution of Congress of 1816; that in the principal case—that of the Bank of 
Missouri—the bank did not make itself responsible for such notes as cash, and therefore the Secretary 
was bound to receive them from the bank; that, although the banks of Tombeckbe and Edwardsville 
were liable to account for such deposits as cash, if the construction which the committee give to their 
contracts be correct, yet, that both the Secretary and the banks expressed a different opinion as to the 
meaning of those contracts; and that the Secretary, in receiving fifteen thousand dollars from the one 
and twenty thousand dollars from the other of those banks, appears to have acted according to what he 
supposed to be the rights of the parties, and with a proper regard to the interest of the United States 
under the circumstances which then existed. 

Third. That no intentional misstatement has been made to the House of the amount of uncurrent 
bills received from the banks, although a sum of two hundred and eighty dollars of such bills was omitted 
through mistake. 

Fourth. That although the Secretary may have misconstrued the effect of some of the contracts with 
the banks to the extent before mentioned, the committee find no grounds for the charge that he has 
misrepresented them, inasmuch as the contracts themselves were submitted with his report to the House. 

Fifth. That the Secretary did omit to communicate to Congress the reasons which led him to direct 
the deposit of public moneys in the three local banks of Chilicothe, Cincinnati, and Louisville, where the 
Bank of the United States had branches; but there is no reason for supposing that any concealment was 
intended, or that the omission was occasioned by design. 

Sixth. That in some instances papers called for by resolutions of the House have not been commu- 
nicated with other papers sent in answer to such calls, but that these omissions have happened either 
from accident or from a belief that the papers so omitted were immaterial or not called for, and that there 
is no evidence that any document or information has been withheld from improper motives. 

Having already expressed the opinion that this investigation ought not to be terminated until the 
person preferring the charges shall have been examined, and regretting the circumstances which render 
such an examination impracticable during the present session of Congress, and thinking that Mr. Edwards 
may be expected at Washington within a few days, the committee feel it their duty to recommend to the 
House that they be required to sit after the adjournment for the purpose of taking his examination if an 


opportunity shall be presented. 








B. 


Conditions proposed by the Secretary of the Treasury to the Bank of Missouri for the future employment of 
that bank as a depository of public money. 


1. The bank will receive from the Receivers of Public Moneys, and others having moneys to deposit 
on account of the Treasurer, the paper of such banks as pay their notes in specie on demand, or are other- 
wise in good credit, and whose paper is in circulation in its vicinity, (a list of which banks will be 
furnished by it to the Secretary of the Treasury,) and will credit the same to the Treasurer of the 
United States as cash. The bank may, however, discontinue to receive the paper of any of the said 
banks; but in such case, it will give immediate notice thereof to such Receivers and others who usually 
deposit public money init; and the notes of any such banks which may have been received by them before 
such notice shall nevertheless be taken and credited by the Bank of Missouri as cash. 

2. The bank shall pay, at sight, all drafts which the Treasurer of the United States may draw on it; 
and it shall, from time to time, transfer to the Bank of the United States or its branches at New York, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington, or New Orleans, in such moneys as will be received by them as cash, 
the excess of public money remaining on deposit, after such drafts are paid, over and above the sum of 
$150,000; which sum of $150,000 shall remain on deposit in the Bank of Missouri during the continuance 
of this arrangement, and shall be transferred in like manner by the bank within six months after it shall 
cease to be employed to receive the public moneys. It is agreed, however, that, if the amount received 
by the bank shall be so large as that the expense of remittance shall exceed the benefit of the deposit, 
the sum which is to remain on deposit in the bank shall be proportionably increased. 
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3. The bank shall render to the Secretary of the Treasury, and to the Treasurer of the United States, 
duplicate weekly returns of its account with the Treasurer, and shall also render to the Secretary of the 
Treasury monthly returns of the state of its affairs, which latter returns shall be considered confidential, 
and will, in no case, be made public, they being intended solely to aid the Secretary of the Treasury in 
determining on the propriety of continuing or discontinuing the arrangement with the bank. 

4, It is understood that, if the moneys deposited in the Bank of Missouri under this arrangement 
can be disbursed at the bank, the drafts of the Treasurer shall be paid at sight, notwithstanding such 
payments may reduce the deposit below the sum of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

I have the honor to be your most obedient servant, 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 


Treasury Department, June, 1819. 


Original made part of the answer of the bank in a suit instituted by the United States against it, 
and filed with said answer in the Clerk’s office. 


I certify that the foregoing, with the exception of the memorandum, is a copy from the original 
conditions proposed by the Secretary of the Treasury to the Bank of Missouri, for the future employ- 
ment of that bank as a depository of public moneys. 

THOS. F. RIDDICK, President Bank Missouri. 


Sworn and subscribed before me, May 24, 1824. 
DANIEL RAPINE, Justice of the Peace. 





Wasuineton, May 24, 1824. 

Sir: I have received your note of this day’s date, and now enclose you a copy of the publication of Mr. 
Edwards, made in 1819, in reference to the Bank of Edwardsville, in the Edwardsville Spectator and St. 
Louis Enquirer, and from the former copied in the Illinois Gazette, published at Shawneetown, and from 
which last mentioned paper the enclosed is taken. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DANIEL P. COOK. 


Hon. Jonny Froyp. 





[ From the Edwardsville Spectator.] 


To the Editors of the St. Louis Enquirer: 

GENTLEMEN: The honorable Secretary of the Treasury having, at my particular application, directed 
certain deposits of public money to be made in the Banks of Shawneetown and Edwardsville, I feel myself 
called upon, by the repeated publications in your paper against the latter bank, to make the following 
statements, merely for my own justification, without, however, either wishing or intending to engage in 
any further controversy upon the subject, unless it should become necessary to support the facts them- 
selves, which I shall state. 

Whatever might have been the original intention of those who had been most active in procuring 
the incorporation of the Bank of Edwardsville, I did sincerely believe, at the time it was about to be put 
into operation, that it was intended to be conducted with the utmost prudence and honesty; and with 
that belief I myself subscribed for one hundred shares. I personally knew that $30,000 had been actually 
and bona fide paid upon the stock subscribed; and the election of Directors was a further confirmation to 
me that nothing like fraud or imposition was contemplated. 

The gentlemen chosen as Directors were— 

1, Coronet Bensamin SrepHenson, formerly Delegate in Congress, then and now Receiver of Public 
Moneys in the Land Office at this place. 

2. Wimuamn Kiyyey, Esq., a Senator in our State Legislature. 

3. Apranam Prickett, Esq., a member of our House of Representatives. 

4. Josern Conway, Esq., Clerk of the Superior Court. 

5. Docror Josern Bowers, a gentleman of the first respectability and highly distinguished for his 
professional abilities. 

6. Mr. Rozert Pogue, a respectable merchant of this place. 

7. T. W. Sara, Esq., with whom I had no previous acquaintance, but in favor of whose character I 
have seen the most flattering and pointed testimonials from members of Congress, the Vice President 
: the United States, and several other gentlemen of the first respectability in the State and city of 
New York. 

8. Major Rosert Latnam, whom I had known from infancy to manhood, and against whose honor I 
had never heard the slightest insinuation; and 

9. Myself. 

Reposing that confidence in a board composed of those gentlemen, which their individual characters 
did justify, I felt myself warranted in giving it as my opinion, to the honorable Secretary of the Treasury, 
that the public deposits could be as safely confided to them as to the Directors of any other institution 
whatever; and I am happy to say that Mr. Crawford, who has been regularly informed and is intimately 
acquainted with the general conduct of the Board has had no reason to believe that my confidence was 
misplaced. . 

To say nothing of the three last-named Directors, whose residence among us is of more recent date, the 
five first-named, who in my absence constituted five-eighths of the Board, are generally and well known; and 
Thazard nothing in stating, that there is not one man of respectability in this State that knows them who 
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will deny that their characters forbid the belief that they could so far degrade themselves as to become 
the wicked accomplices or willing instruments of effecting the fraudulent designs that, by its enemies 
have been imputed to the bank. The personal interests of the Directors could have afforded no such 
temptation; for the accommodation that any of them have asked or received has been very moderate; and 
it is a fact, that the President and several of them have never yet borrowed a cent from the bank. 

As to General Payne, who subscribed for a greater amount of stock than any other individual, and 
who has been so frequently alluded to in the publications against the bank, I can only say, that he has 
uniformly stated to me that his object in purchasing the stock was to sct apart a fund and to obtain 
facilities for the payment of public lands which he then had purchased and thereafter intended to purchase. 
and, as far as I am informed, his conduct has corresponded with his professions; for while he has recom. 
mended the utmost caution and circumspection in the management of the bank, neither he nor any of 
his connexions have ever obtained a loan from it. ‘ 

But, whatever may have been the objects of any one or more gentlemen, it is certain that the bank 
has been managed with such caution and discretion that I am convinced it could have nothing to fear 
from a comparison of its situation with that of any other bank in the United States; and so far from 
“struggling,” as you suppose it to be, “in the last agonies of death,” I pledge my honor that the amount 
of specie in its vaults exceeds, by several thousand dollars, twice the amount of its notes in circulation, 
aud that it is able to pay, at a moment’s warning, the whole amount it owes the Government; which 
statement it would be folly for me thus publicly to make if it were not true, because I well know the 
Secretary of the Treasury possesses the means of detecting and exposing any error which it might contain, 

My object, however, in this address is, not to support the future credit of the bank, but merely to show 
the grounds upon which my recommendation of it was predicated, its present condition, and that the 
expectations which I authorized have so far been completely fulfilled. 

For, notwithstanding I do verily believe that neither the Government nor any individual is in danger 
of being intentionally imposed upon by the bank, so long as it continues under the control of its present 
Directors, yet, intending to be absent from the State, and considering the disastrous pressure of the 
present times, the hostility which the bank has to encounter, and particularly the opposition of gentlemen 
in this State, high in office, who have been extremely anxious to get other banks into operation with the 
aid of “foreign capital,” as it is termed, I have determined to resign my seat in the Directory, and to 
withdraw from all future responsibility of any kind whatever, in relation to this or any other bank, 
without making any further unsupported effort to retain any portion of the public deposits in this State, 
leaving it to the Directors to maintain their credit by their own good conduct, and to the Secretary of the 
Treasury to judge for himself, upon the returns he requires, how far it may be prudent to trust them, 

I will only add that, in the support which I have heretofore given to the banks of Shawneetown and 
Edwardsville, | have been wholly uninfluenced by any motives of pecuniary interest, and that I never 
have applied for or obtained a loan from either; nor am I under any kind of obligations to them. 

Very respectfully, I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 
NINIAN EDWARDS. 

EpwakpsviL.E, September 18, 1819. 


D. 


Treasury Department, May 12, 1824. 


In answer to the letter of the honorable Mr. Floyd, Chairman of a Select Committee of the House of 
Representatives of the 1st instant, the Secretary of the Treasury has the honor to transmit the accom- 
panying statement from the Treasurer, showing the balances at the credit of that officer in the banks 
mentioned in Mr. Floyd’s letter. 

By this statement it appears that the Branch Bank of Kentucky at Louisville owes nothing to the 
Treasury, the debt lately due by that institution having been entirely discharged in August last. 

Of the present condition of the other banks mentioned by Mr. Floyd, the Secretary is not sufficiently 
informed to offer any opinion. As far, however, as relates to the debts due by them, respectively, to the 
Treasury, he has the honor to state: 

Ist. That the debt due by the Planters and Merchants’ Bank at Huntsville, is considered safe and is 
in a course of payment, having been reduced since the report made by the Secretary of the Treasury, on 
the 14th of February, 1822, from $64,044 to $45,167 11. 

2d. That the debt due by the Bank of Missouri is also considered safe, having been secured in a 
manner acknowledged by persons competent to judge on the subject to be satisfactory; and, morcover, 
that some portion of it is understood to have been already paid to the agent. 

3d. That the debt of the Bank of Vincennes was heretofore supposed to have been secured, but that 
some doubts have since arisen both as to the validity and the value of part of the security, and that, 
although no correct opinion can now be formed on the subject, there is reason to suppose that a loss will 
be eventually sustained by the United States. To what extent this may be the case cannot at present be 
estimated, but measures will be taken to guard the interests of the Treasury as far as practicable. 

4th. That the Bank of Edwardsville and the Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank of Cincinnati, having 
failed to make any provision by security or otherwise for the payment of the debts due by them to the 
United States, suits have been instituted against them. In these cases, also, some loss is expected, though 
no correct opinion can now be formed as to the extent. 

The Secretary has no reason to apprehend loss from any other bank in which the public money is 
deposited. 


Hon. Joun Froyp, 
Chairman of a Select Committee. 
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Balances at the credit of the Treasurer of the United States in the following banks, May 8, 1824. 


Branch of Kentucky, Louisville, none. 
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440,820 63 


The balance was $40,943 88, which was drawn for by bill No. 1846, in August, 1828, and credited 
to the Branch of the United States Bank at Louisville the same month. 
THOMAS T. TUCKER, 


Treasurer of the United States. 


Treasury Department, March 20, 1824. 


The Secretary of the Treasury has had the honor to receive the letter addressed to him on the 12th 
instant, by the Hon. Mr. Livingston, on behalf of a select committee of the House of Representatives. 

As the correspondence with Mr. D. B. Mitchell, to which the committee refers, though relating partly 
to public transactions, was unofficial, it was not placed on record in the Treasury Department. And on 
examination it appears that only two of the letters included in it have been preserved. These are Mr. 
Mitchell’s letters of February 19 and April 28, 1818; the former of which has been found on the files of 
the Department, and the latter among the private papers of the Secretary. They are both transmitted 
herewith. 

To explain the circumstance of public matters being introduced into an unofficial correspondence 
between two public officers, it is proper to state that Mr. Mitchell, having been Governor of Georgia, and 
having for many years taken an active part in the public affairs of that State, had long been personally well 
known to the Secretary; and that during the Secretary’s residence at Washington, though his own duties 
left him but little leisure for private correspondence, Mr. Mitchell had been in the habit of writing to him 
freely and frequently, introducing into his letters, as may naturally be supposed from the former and 
actual situation of the parties, a variety of topics, both of a public and local character. It is also to be 
observed that although Mr. Mitchell, as Indian Agent, was not precluded from any official correspondence 
with the Secretary of the Treasury, yet, as it was the War Department to which, under the President, he 
was officially accountable, it was to that Department that his communications in relation to his public 
duties were properly to be addressed. And it appears by a publication which has been since made by 
Mr. Mitchell, that on the 3d and 18th of February, 1818, he communicated officially to the Secretary of 
War the same information, in substance, respecting his conduct in relation to the Africans, as was contained 
in his private letter of the 19th of February to the Secretary of the Treasury. 

An examination of Mr. Mitchell’s letters of the 19th of February and 28th of April will show that 
they were not merely unofficial, but in part, at least, private and confidential. The letter of December 25, 
1817, which is the only other letter of Mr. Mitchell required by the committee, is believed to have been 
of the same character, but in what degree is not now recollected. 

Although it was no part of the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to have taken official cogni- 
zance of the subject of Mr. Mitchell’s letter of the 25th of December, even if the letter had been official, 
yet he submitted it to the President, and as the circumstances communicated in it appeared to show a 
defect in the existing laws on the subject, he submitted it also to a committee of the Senate which had 
been appointed to inquire into the expediency of making further provisions by law for preventing the 
introduction of slaves. Whether the letter was returned to the Secretary by that committee, or what 
disposition was finally made of it, he is now unable to state. He has written, however, to Mr. Roberts, 
who was chairman of that committee, for such information as he can furnish, and when the answer is 
received it shall be communicated to the committee. 

The additional circumstances disclosed in Mr. Mitchell’s letter of the 19th of February induced the 
Secretary to submit it to the Attorney General, and while it was before him the letter of the Collector of 
Darien, of the 9th of March, 1818, containing his official report of the seizure of the Africans, was received, 
and was also submitted to the Attorney General. As the opinion of the Attorney General recommended 
that the case should be left to the decision of the courts before which it was then supposed to be pending, 
the Secretary informed Mr. Mitchell of the fact; presuming that, as far as the Secretary was concerned, 
the affair was then terminated, as, indeed, it soon after was by the delivery of the Africans to the execu- 
tive authority of Georgia. As this letter was written in answer to unofficial letters, and probably 
contained allusions to some of the private matters noticed in those letters, it was not made official, and 
consequently was not placed on the records of the Treasury Department. Copies of unofficial letters are 
rarely retained by the Secretary, and of this letter none was taken. 

The opinion of the Attorney General, however, was filed in the Department, and it appears that with 
it were filed the papers upon which the opinion was founded, viz: Mr. Mitchell’s letter of the 19th of 
February, and the letter of the Collector of Darien of the 9th of March. 

There is reason to believe that it was owing to the circumstance of these papers having been filed 
with the opinion of the Attorney General that the letter of the Collector of Darien was overlooked when 
the papers were collected to be transmitted under the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 
31st of December, 1819. It will be seen by the endorsements made on the original resolution (which 
is herewith transmitted) by the Secretary and Mr. Jones, the Chief Clerk of the Department, that the duty 
of collecting the papers called for by the resolution was assigned by the Secretary to the Chief Clerk, 
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and was performed by him. And by the interlineation in his handwriting, in the original rough draught of 
the Secretary’s report, under that resolution, (which is herewith transmitted,) it will be seen that the 
report passed through his hands from the Secretary to the House. From the lapse of time that gentle. 
man is not now able to explain why the Collector’s letter of the 9th of March was not transmitted with 
the other letters; but the probability is that in collecting the papers required his examination was confined 
to the files of the several Collectors and officers of the customs, without recollecting that this letter of 
the Collector and Mr. Mitcbell’s letter of the 19th of February had been put up with the Attorney General's 
opinion, and placed with it on the file set apart for that officer’s communications. The originals of the 
opinion and of those papers, with the endorsements made on them at the time, are now transmitted in the 
same state as that in which they were filed; and it is believed that their appearance affords intrinsic 
evidence that they were so filed. 

The papers herewith transmitted include all the correspondence in the possession of the Secretary 
or in the Treasury Department, having relation to the subject of the letters required by the committee 
not heretofore communicated to the House of Representatives. 

It has been insinuated by Mr. Edwards that these letters were withheld by the Secretary, in violation 
of the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 31st December, 1819, for the purpose of screening 
Mr. Mitchell. The charge, however, is contradicted by the facts, and particularly by the facts upon which 
it purports to be founded. The letter of the Collector of Darien of the 14th of March, which was com- 
municated under that resolution, and to which, as well as the other papers communicated by the Secretary 
on the 11th of January, 1820, the committee is respectfully referred, begins thus: “I had the honor to 
address you per last mail, and to enclose to you papers respecting forty-seven African negroes, taken by 
the Surveyor of Darien from one Jared E. Groce, on their way to the Alabama Territory through the 
Indian nation, and forty-one others at the Creek agency, from the negro houses of the Agent for Indian 
Affairs.” Here, then, is a disclosure of the very fact which, if the Secretary’s design was to screen Mr, 
Mitchell, it was fatal to disclose, viz: that a large number of Africans who had been illicitly introduced 
had been seized, not only at Mr. Mitchell’s residence, and at the seat of his authority, but in his own negro 
houses. Jt will be seen by the committee that the Collector’s letter of the 9th, though it contains the 
details of the seizure, does not more strongly implicate Mr. Mitchell than he is implicated by this 
disclosure. But, whatever may be the purport and bearing of the letter of the 9th, that letter is particu- 
larly pointed to in the letter of the 14th, as containing papers respecting the seizure of those negroes, 
And if there had been a design to suppress the letter of the 9th, it was necessary to its success that this 
reference to a letter, which would have defeated the design, should also have been suppressed. But 
upon what principles that govern human conduct can the design of favoring Mr. Mitchell, at the expense 
even of honor and of duty, be reconciled with the suppression of papers that tend to his justification? 
For it will be seen by the committee that Mr. Mitchell’s letters, which the Secretary has been charged 
with concealing and withholding, represent his conduct in the transaction referred to as that of a 
vigilant, intelligent, and faithful public officer. And it is believed that if the guilt or innocence of Mr. 
Mitchell were to be determined on no other grounds than those afforded by the communications made to 
the Secretary by the Collector of Darien and himself, all of which (with the exception of the letter of the 
25th of December) are now before the committee, Mr. Mitchell would be free from suspicion. So far, then, 
from having been improperly influenced by any sentiment of partiality towards Mr. Mitchell in withhoiding 
these papers, it is believed that if any error has been committed by the Secretary in relation to them it is 
on the other side. If, on the one hand, the letters of the Collector inculpate Mr. Mitchell, so, on the other 
hand, his own letters justify him; and though one letter of the Collector was omitted to be communicated 
to the House, yet, on the other hand, all the letters of Mr. Mitchell were omitted. So that, as far as Mr. 
Mitchell was concerned, the charge was presented without the justification. 

It is believed that while the circumstances stated in this communication explain satisfactorily the 
reasons why the correspondence referred to by the committee was not laid before the House under the 
resolution of the 31st of December, 1819, it is demonstrated by the communications made by the Secretary 
to the President, to the committee of the Senate, to the Attorney General, and to the House itself, that 
there has been no wish nor intention on the part of the Secretary to withhold from the proper authorities 
any information, whether made known to him officially or unofficially, of the violation of the law in the 
case alluded to or of Mr. Mitchell’s conduct in the transaction. 





F. 


Thomas F. Riddick, President of the Bank of Missouri, having been called on by the Committee of 
Investigation on the address of Ninian Edwards to state whether or not it is known to him that the sum 
of $138,179, paid by the Bank of Missouri to the Treasury of the United States in bills of certain banks, 
was received by the bank on public account prior to the arrangement made by the Secretary of the 
Treasury with said bank, by which the bank became bound to pay in specie or its equivalent? 

Answers: That it is known to him that the bank did receive all the notes transferred by said bank to 
the Treasury, amounting to $138,179, from the several Receivers of Public Moneys, prior to the 9th of 
August, 1819, the day when the bank became, for the first time, bound to pay cash for all deposits on 
public account made after that date. 

Thomas F. Riddick further states that he was elected a Director of the Bank of Missouri when the 
bank first commenced its operations, and has continued until this day, either as Director or President; 
that he has always taken an active part in the direction of said bank; and that all its affairs and business 
have passed under his immediate inspection. That the paper marked E, accompanying Mr. Edwards’ 
address, is a copy from a memorandum kept by John Dales, former Cashier, in his lifetime, for the pur- 
pose of showing to the Secretary of the Treasury the amount received by the bank in funds at par, and 
the amount received in notes under par, that on final settlement the bank might pay in kind according 
to its receipts. 

That the Bank of Missouri did transfer in eastern funds to the Bank of the United States and its 
branches near $450,000, which funds were worth four per cent. premium to the bank; and he believes 
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that the price of good bills at Louisville, Kentucky, was at that time four per cent. and upwards, a part 
of the time as high as six. These funds were transferred on drafts issued by the Treasurer of the 


United States for the use of the Treasury. 
He further states that a part of the balance due by the Bank of Missouri to the United States has 


already been paid, and that the remainder is in a course of payment, and he verily believes the ultimate 
payment to be well secured. 
THOMAS F. RIDDICK. 


Sworn and subscribed before me. 
DANIEL RAPINE, Justice of the Peace. 


May 24, 1824. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NINIAN EDWARDS’ CHARGES OF FINANCIAL 
MISMANAGEMENT. 


MADE BY SELECT COMMITTEE, AND PRINTED DURING THE RECESS, JUNE 21, 1824, UNDER AN ORDER OF THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES. 


Mr. Lrvineston, from the Select Committee, to whom was referred the memorial or address of Ninian 
Edwards, having, in obedience to the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 26th of May, 
continued to hold its sittings after the adjournment of the House, until this 21st day of June, have 


agreed on the following report: 


In recommending, in their former report, a continuance of the existence and powers of the committee, 
it will be remembered that the reason given for that recommendation was the obvious propriety, before 
a final close of the investigation, of having the personal presence and examination of the author of the 
address which had occasioned the appointment of the committee. Such examination has now been 
had. Mr. Edwards attended the committee, in obedience to its summons, on the 7th of June; has been 
examined as a witness by its direction; cross-examined by a gentleman attending in behalf of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury; and his testimony, together with that of the other witnesses, is communicated with 
this report, as are also various documents and papers which have been referred to and produced in the 
course of the examination. 

A paper, in reply to the communication heretofore received by the committee from the Secretary, and 
another in the nature of an argument on the whole case, have also been presented by Mr. Edwards, and 
considered by the committee. 

The evidence has run into much detail, and some parts of it, probably, have not a very material 
application to the main subject of inquiry. It seems proper, however, to the committee to allow to those 
concerned a liberal indulgence in this respect. 

After a patient attention to all the evidence, and to whatever has been urged in the way of reasoning 
on the case, the committee see no cause to change or modify, in any material respect, the result to which 
they came on the former investigation, and which they have already submitted to the House. On the 
contrary, they find, in this further and fuller examination, a corroboration, generally speaking, of the 
opinions which they have heretofore expressed. 

On some parts of the inquiry, indeed, evidence has now been produced to points which were not, 
individually and particularly, taken into the consideration of the committee on the former occasion. To 
these, perhaps, some reference ought now to be made. They may be considered as new articles, or new 
specifications of charge; and although not very definitely or formally made, yet, as evidence has been 
taken intended to support them, they become subjects of consideration. 

One of these respects the deposits of public money, made or allowed by the Secretary, in the banks 
of this District, at the instance and on the solicitation of the banks themselves, and as an accommodation 
to them at a time of considerable pecuniary pressure, in 1819. 

In their former report the committee expressed their opinion in relation to deposits of this nature, 
and referred to a public communication of the Secretary, in which the facts were avowed, and in which a 
practice of a like character was stated to have been of early existence and long continuance. The com-' 
mittee did not deem it necessary to call for proof of that which was admitted; and as it was of opinion 
that the practice itself was irregular and dangerous, it did not think it material to inquire particularly 
whether, in the only case in which loss was apprehended from this cause, the probability of such loss was 
either greater or less than the Secretary had supposed. This apprehended loss is in the case of the 
Franklin Bank of Alexandria. In the letter of the Secretary to the President of the Senate, of the 25th of 
February, 1828, he says, in regard to this bank, that a letter of the District Attorney, therewith communi- 
cated, showed that there was no danger of loss to the United States. 

The evidence now offered and received tends to show that there is a probability of final loss from 
this bank, but in other respects there is no new view of the case presented. 

The debt due to the Government from the Bank of Vincennes has also been brought forward and 
made the subject of inquiry and proof. Nothing distinguishing this case from those of other western 
banks in which the public money had been deposited, and in regard to which loss had happened, or was 
expected, had attracted the attention of the committee, as important to be considered, at the time of their 
former report. The case of this bank had been previously made the subject of a report to the House by 
the Secretary on the 2Ist of February, 1823, in answer to a resolution passed on the 31st of January 
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preceding, in which a statement of the debt and the means which had been taken and used to secure it 
were laid before Congress. The evidence now taken relates principally, as in the preceding case, to the 
amount of the loss, which may be expected to be incurred. 

The only remaining charge which may be regarded as not before examined is an allegation or inti. 
mation that, owing to the fault of the Secretary, the pensioners and public creditors of the Government in 
East Tennessee were in some instances paid in bank paper not equivalent to specie. 

The circumstances attending this transaction seem to be fully stated in the testimony of Hugh L, 
White. It does not appear that any knowledge of these payments having been made in depreciated 
paper was communicated to the Secretary. The measures adopted by him for the reasonable provision 
of a proper fund at the place of disbursement were, as far as the committee can judge, suitable and 
judicious. He had a right to expect the payments to be made in specie, or its equivalent, or at least to 
be informed if anything should happen to prevent such payment. No information was given to him 
of any disappointment of his expectation in this respect by those whose duty it was to pay; and no 
complaint appears to have been preferred by those whose right it was to receive. 

In regard to the contested letter of Benjamin Stephenson, of the 12th of October, 1819, the committee 
see no cause to change the opinion which was entertained, and which they intended to express in their 
former report, that, although the letter was written as stated by Mr. Edwards in his testimony, there was 
no evidence that Mr. Stephenson communicated or transmitted it to the Secretary of the Treasury. 

The committee do not deem it necessary to extend their report by protracted observations on the 
various parts of the evidence, as the whole is submitted to the House. They content themselves with 
saying that, in their opinion, nothing has been proved to impeach the integrity of the Secretary, or to 
bring into doubt the general correctness and ability of his administration of the public finances. To this 
point, as the main object of inquiry, the chief attention of the committee has been directed, and they 
have come to the result which has now been stated with the unanimous concurrence of the members 
present. Other points there are of less importance, but which may nevertheless be supposed not to have 
escaped consideration by the committee. These, however, under all the circumstances, they have thought 
it proper to leave, without observation, in the light in which they are placed by the evidence. 





EXAMINATION OF WITNESSES. 


James Luioyp, of the Senate, sworn at the request of Mr. Edwards. 
Questions by Mr. Cook, in Mr. Edwards’ behalf: 

Question. State, if you please, what is meant by a special deposit made in banking institutions ? 

Ansuer. That will depend on the custom of the place or the usage of the bank where the deposit is 
made. A special deposit is not a very definite term: a piece of blank paper, said to contain a thousand 
dollars, may be a special deposit, as may a bundle of notes left at a bank for collection or safe- 
keeping. Some banks receive as special deposit paper issued by other banks in the same State, or in 
other States, and which is repaid by the bank receiving it in the same bills as those in which it was 
deposited, or in bills of banks previously designated. I should consider as special deposit that which 
did not mix nor mingle with the general circulation of the bank. 

Question. Are special deposits ever made without designating the amount and description of money 
or the thing deposited ? 

Answer. I should think they were sometimes, merely for the purpose of safe-keeping; more generally 
there would be a label on the outside specifying the contents of the bundle, box, &c., deposited. It may 
be noted in the memorandum book of the Cashier, but does not enter into the transactions or records of 
the bank at all. Plate is often deposited in this manner, and other valuable articles. In one of the 
Boston banks I have now a deposit of this description. 

Question. When deposits are made for safe-keeping, is it ever understood that the bank is allowed to 
trade upon them as its own funds ? 

Answer. Never, I believe. Some of the banks in Massachusetts keep accounts of two kinds of 
money; Boston money, for example, and foreign money; which latter means bills of banks located out of 
the city. If a sum is deposited repayable in foreign money, the banks designate on a list generally 
posted in the banking-house a certain number of banks whose bills they will receive as “foreign money,” 
which money they use; and if they repay the sum deposited in the bills of these banks they deem the 
contract fulfilled. If any one of these banks becomes insolvent previous to the payment, it is my opinion 
that the bank receiving its bills runs the risk of the loss thence accruing. 

Question. When a deposit is made of foreign money, or such as is not received as general deposit, 
but subject to be refunded to the depositor in paper of a similar kind to that deposited, if paper of a 
similar kind at the time of making the deposit should afterwards depreciate in value, would the depositor 
be bound to receive it in its depreciated state in payment of such deposit ? 

Answer. I should say yes to a question thus specific, but I do not know whether, strictly considered, 
the notes of different banks can be viewed as precisely similar. If the bank specifies beforehand in what 
money it will repay, it is a special contract, and the depositor must abide by his own agreement. But if 
one of the banks in whose paper the deposit is to be repaid has subsequently failed, the bank receiving 
the deposit would not, in my opinion, be authorized to repay the deposit in the notes of such bank as had 
thus failed. What rate of depreciation would justify a bank in offering to pay, or a depositor in refusing 
to receive depreciated notes I cannot state. 

Question. Where money of any description is deposited in any bank and is mingled with the funds of 
such bank generally, and the bank uses it in its general transactions, is not such bank always considered 
liable to pay the amount in legal money to the depositor ? 

Answer. I should consider the bank liable if the deposit is received and credited as general deposit. 

Questions by Mr. Webster: 

(Juestion. By a general deposit you understand a deposit to be credited as cash in account? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. By a special deposit you understand a deposit for safe-keeping merely ? 
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Answer. Yes; or a deposit on particular conditions. 

Question. If there be a deposit of an intermediate character between a general deposit and a deposit 
for safe-keeping where, though the particular notes deposited may be used or put in circulation by the 
bank, yet the bank is not answerable for the amount in cash, do the rights of the parties in such case 
depend mainly on their contract or agreement, or is there any general bank usage which should govern 
the case? 

Answer. I know of no established usage. The conditions of the deposit are indicated by the terms 
prescribed by the bank from time to time, which are frequently varied by it according to its sense of its 
own interest. 

Question. Is your knowledge of bank usage confined principally to that prevailing in the banks of 
‘the Atlantic cities, or does it include the usage of the western banks. 

Answer. It is confined wholly to the former. 

JAMES LLOYD. 


Hvuew L. Wurre sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards. 
Question by Mr. Edwards: 

Question. Have you any recollection of the sum of forty thousand one hundred and fifty-six dollars of 
notes on the Bank of Tennessee and its branches which was directed to be transferred by the Bank of 
Missouri to the Branch Bank of Louisville, and which was to be subject to the drafts of the Treasurer in 
favor of the Bank of Tennessee? 

Answer. I think it proper to state to the committee that my memory of the transaction is not to be 
entirely depended on, as it took place several years since, and latterly my mind has been so much taken 
up with other concerns that I may not recollect correctly some matters relative to this. So well as I 
remember, it was in the fall of 1819 the Knoxville Bank received from Mr. Crawford a letter, the substance 
of which was, that he proposed to give the bank at Knoxville a draft on the Bank of Missouri for the 
whole amount of Tennessee paper then in the hands of the Missouri Bank, and which had been received 
by it for the United States, which should be payable at Louisville, in Kentucky, in Tennessee bank paper; 
and that, upon the receipt of such draft, the State Bank at Knoxville should place to the credit of the 
Treasurer of the United States a like sum as specie, which should be drawn for as the Government might 
have occasion to use it in that quarter of the country. On the receipt of this letter he was answered 
that we could not agree to such an arrangement; that, as to the amount of Tennessee paper upon the 
Bank of the State of Tennessee and its branches, we were willing to accept such draft upon the Missouri 
Bank upon the terms proposed in his letter; that, as to other Tennessee paper that did not belong to the 
State Bank or its branches, we could not agree to receive it. In pursuance of this arrangement, early in 
the year 1820, I think in March or April, a draft was received from the Treasury for $40,156 on the Bank 
of Missouri, payable at the place and in the description of notes agreed upon. I think the amount was 
placed to the credit of the Treasurer of the United States immediately after receiving the draft. We had 
no correspondence with the Bank of Missouri, but only with the Secretary of the Treasury, so far as I can 
remember at this time, and upon this point I feel pretty certain I am not mistaken. After waiting what 
we supposed a reasonable time to allow the Missouri Bank to have the money at Louisville, where 
the draft was to be paid, I went, and took a young man with me, to receive the money. For form’s sake 
the draft was transferred to me. I went to Louisville, and, no particular place in Louisville being specified 
in the draft where the money was to be paid, I went to the Branch Bank there. I found no funds provided 
to meet the draft; and, after waiting a few days without being able to hear anything which induced me 
to think a longer delay would be useful, I had the draft protested, a copy of the protest forwarded to the 
drawer, with such notice as would make him responsible, and returned to Knoxville. Some time after- 
wards, I think in the same year, a letter was received from the Cashier of the United States Bank, stating 
that a bundle, said to contain the $40,156, had been forwarded and left there by the Missouri Bank for the 
purpose of lifting this draft; but, as we had had the trouble and expense of going once to receive it, we 
took no notice of this communication, and wished to have the money sent to us at our own place, at the 
expense and risk of the Missouri Bank. We were content with the paper, and ready to receive it at any 
time. Thus matters stood until we heard that the Missouri Bank had failed. I advised that the Knoxville 
Bank should again send to get this money. This was in the winter of 1821. As soon as they could make 
the arrangement, they sent on and received the money at Louisville early in the year 1822. I understood 
that the whole amount of $40,156 was received in notes of the Knoxville Bank and its branches. In the 
meanwhile the Treasury continued to draw on the Knoxville Bank, and, as President, I directed the 
Cashier not to pay cash for these drafts, but, if current money would be taken, to make advances in it, 
though the money was not yet received for the draft, under a belief that ultimately the Secretary would 
cause the amount of the draft to be paid to our bank. 

My impression was, that when the Missouri Bank had received these notes the banks were all paying 
specie, but that afterwards the branches had ceased to do so. The first information we got was from Mr. 
Cochran, Cashier of the Branch Bank of the United States at Louisville, that the money was ready for us, 
and was in the same summer, viz: of 1820, as I believe, but cannot be certain. I never exchanged a line 
with the Missouri Bank, nor received a line from it, according to my best recollection. I considered our 
transaction only with the Treasury. The mail from St. Louis to Knoxville was at that time tedious, and 
not very regular. Iam yet ignorant of the reason why the money was not ready for us at Louisville. I 
had no reason to doubt, nor have I now, that the Treasury did all that was reasonable towards notifying 
all parties concerned of having given the draft. The amount of notes on the principal bank itself was 
small in comparison to that on its branches. 

I understood that the draft for $40,156 was a mode of transfer from one bank to another for the 
purpose of having placed to the evedit of the United States, as cash or general deposit, this sum, which 
the Bank of Missouri could not transfer to the Bank of the United States. We paid creditors of the 
United States who presented drafts in current bills, though not in specie; and there were no complaints 
at the time, of which I have at present any recollection. We did not pay the specie, because the fund 
had not been received upon the foundation of which we had agreed to pay it; and if any blame is due, it 
is due to myself in preference to the Cashier, as I forbade him to pay the specie, as it related to this 
transaction, until the fund for which we had agreed to pay it should be paid to us. 

Question. I want to know the character of Mr. Lee, whose report is in my hand? ; 

Answer, I have seen that report. Mr. Lee is a man of the utmost integrity; and if that report varies 
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from my statement as to this transaction it is more to be relied on than my own statement, which is from 
memory, without the same means of being correct which Mr. Lee had. 

Question. Was a part of the money deposited to be suffered to remain in the bank ? 

Answer. The Treasury was to draw out the money only as the wants of the Government required: 
something may have been said as to the time it was to remain in the bank, but have no recollection of 
any positive agreement on that subject. Mr. Crawford’s letter shows the understanding upon that 
subject more correctly than I can state from memory merely. 

Question. What was the discount on your paper ? 

Answer. None upon that of the principal bank; but upon that of the branches and other Tennessee 
paper it has fluctuated from ten to twenty-five per cent. 

Question. What were notes on the branches of the Knoxville banks worth at that time? 

Answer. I cannot recollect at that particular time. The depreciation, taken for a series of years, was 
from ten to twenty-five per cent., as before stated, in East Tennessee; in West Tennessee the discount hag 
been sometimes higher. 

Question. Did not the pensioners receive from ten to twenty per cent. less than if they had received 
specie? 

J Answer. The money in which they were paid was of the kind which was at the discount before stated, 
By Mr. Taylor: 

Question. At the time these payments were made at the Bank of Knoxville was there a credit in that 
bank to the United States? 

Answer. Yes, and that credit always stood as a specie credit. But we thought that it was more 
than balanced by the draft unpaid, and we held the Treasury responsible for the amount of that draft. 

By Mr. Webster: 

Question. In other transactions did you pay specie for the drafts of the United States ? 

Answer. Our rule always was to pay in such funds as had been placed with us, if the payee so wished. 
If the fund on which the draft was drawn was specie, we paid it in that, if desired. If the fund was other 
than specie, we did not pay specie. 

By Mr. Edwards: 

Question. In crediting the draft from the Treasury in your favor was the word “cash” used ? 

Answer. I cannot remember. The intent was to credit it as cash. A deposit, when nothing is said 
to the contrary, is considered by us as being payable in cash, if demanded. We viewed special deposit 
of certain kinds of notes as not binding us to repay in those identical notes, but only similar notes, or 

such as the depositor would be as well satisfied with. 
j Question. Did you receive deposits from the Treasury in drafts on the Bank of Tombigbee ? 

Answer. That draft never was included in the arrangement before spoken of, and nothing has been 
received by us upon it; and if it ever was credited on our books I don’t remember it. That bank, 
however, is a specie-paying bank, as I have understood and believe. 

Question. Was the paper of the Huntsville Bank received at your bank? 

Answer. We never had a draft on the Bank of Huntsville. The paper of that bank is esteemed rather 
better than our own branch notes; and we have, until long after this transaction, made no distinction 
between it and what is called by us current Tennessee paper. 

Question. Was the notice of the protest at Louisville forwarded to the Treasury ? 

Answer. I do not recollect further than that I took the ordinary steps to make the drawer liable 
before leaving Louisville; and upon my return, in May, wrote the letter now shown me by one of the 
committee to the Secretary. 

Question. When you received the draft did you credit the amount to the Treasury ? 

Answer. Yes, as I now believe. That, I think, was our understanding of the agreement; and I 
suppose, and believe, that we complied with that part of it. 

By Mr. Webster: 

Question. Did you inform the Treasurer that you did not pay his drafts in specie, but in your own 
bills? 

Answer. I have no recollection of making any communication to Mr. Crawford on that subject. The 
Cashier may have given such notice, but Ido not know that he did. I gave him no order to do so; and 
think if he had done so I should have known it. 

By Mr. Edwards: 

Question. Do you believe that any one pensioner would have taken your bills if he had supposed he 
could get specie ? 

Answer. Doubtless he would have preferred specie to any of the bills in which he was paid. 

By Mr. Forsyth, on the part of Mr. Crawford: 

Question. Did you hold the United States responsible for the amount of its draft on the Bank of 
Missouri ? 

Answer. Yes, 

Question. How, then, did you refuse to pay in specie ? 

Answer. We thought that, as the money for the draft had never been paid to us, it was a just interpreta- 
tion of the agreement that we should not pay in anything till we received the proceeds of the draft; but 
preferred advancing in such funds as we could spare to having the drafts protested. 

By Mr. Edwards: 

Question. When you received the amount of the draft was it not chiefly in notes of your branches ? 

Answer. I understood so, but have no personal knowledge, as I was not then in Knoxville. 

Question. Had not most, or all, of those branches then stopped payment ? 

Answer, They had ceased cash payments when we made the agreement; but my impression is, that 
when these notes were received in the Bank of Missouri the banks all paid specie. This answer is given, 
however, upon the presumption that the Missouri Bank had received them as they were represented to the 
Secretary. How that fact was I, of course, do not know. 

Question. What means has a Director of knowing from what persons a sum, say of $100,000, found 
in bank, and received in a series of months, has been so received ? 

Answer. I can only speak as to the rules of the bank to which I have belonged. As to the rules of 
others I could only speak from information. By the rules of ours the President, Cashier, &c., can inspect 
all accounts of every person whatever; but no individual Director has such power; but the Board of 
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Directors, if they choose, have as much right as any of the individual officers to examine any and all 
accounts; but any information thus acquired would be confidential, and is intended to prevent any 
improper conduct, and to enable the Directors and officers to discharge their respective duties to the public 
and to individuals. 

By Mr. Forsyth: 
Question. As the President of the Bank, would you not have preferred advancing in current notes 

with the ee bound to pay the draft, to its having been paid punctually, and your being bound to 

ay in specie ? 
o Answer. I would have preferred that the payment of the bill should have been made when I was at 
Louisville, and that the transaction should have gone on as originally intended; because we would then 
have been as able as we ever may be to lift our paper, and as I never expected more from the Govern- 
ment than payment at our bank in the same kind of money specified in the face of the draft; but, at the 
same time, felt a confidence that the Government would cause us to be paid in such funds at our own 
place, it could make but little difference, as most of the pensioners were very probably paid in branch 
paper or funds equal to it, and I have ever believed, as President, that the interest of the bank was most 

romoted by acting honestly. I make this observation without feeling that the question was intended 
to doubt our integrity. 

H. L. WHITE. 


James Sanperson, of Alexandria, sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards. 
By Mr. Edwards: 

Question. I wish you to state what you know concerning sums of money obtained by the Mechanics’ 
Bank of Alexandria from the Secretary of the Treasury ? 

Answer. In January, 1819, I was President of that bank. At that time there was arun on that 
bank, and the bank was much embarrassed. I waited on the Secretary of the Treasury and he loaned 
at one time $17,000, at another $20,000. I showed him a statement of the concerns of the bank, proving 
its condition to be good, and reminded him of former loans by the bank to the Government in an hour of 
its necessity. He replied that he would consult the President of the United States and let me know the 
result; and when I called again, told me the Government was disposed to do all it could to relieve the 
bank, as well as the other banks of the District, and gave me a draft on the Bank of Alexandria for 
$17,000. This was on or about the 12th January; on or about the 23d of the same month I called on him 
again, and he gave me another draft on the same bank for $20,000. I understood these sums as loans, 
or deposits, made to relieve and aid the bank. I continued President of the bank a few weeks, and soon 
after I left it it stopped specie payment for a time—some time about the middle of March. 

Question. Has the bank repaid any of these loans ? 

Answer. I went this morning to look at the books of the bank, and find that the amount appears to 
have been repaid. 

By Mr. Forsyth: 

Question. When did you first call on the Secretary ? 

Answer. It was on Friday; but as I understood he was much engaged on Saturdays in receiving 
visits of members of Congress, I called again on Monday, when I received the $17,000. 

Question. Were there any deposits made by Government in that bank previously to those of which 
you have now spoken ? 

Answer, There were not, I believe, except the money which had been loaned to the Government 
previous to the time I speak of. 

JAMES SANDERSON. 

JUNE 9, 1823. 


JacoB Morean, of Alexandria, sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards: 

I was Cashier of the Mechanics’ Bank of Alexandria for a time after Mr. Sanderson left it. There 
were some loans obtained by Mr. Swan, President, from the Secretary of the Treasury, and received by 
me. Mr. Sanderson had left it. One loan, I think, was of $10,000, another of $20,000. The first was 
returned in a short time, say thirty or sixty days; and a few weeks after the first, the second loan was 
obtained. This latter was not repaid when I left the bank, which was, I think, in 1821. When I came 
into the office of Cashier I found little specie and a very small amount of current money, and about $80,000 
of notes in circulation. J reduced these before I left to less than $7,000. 

The second loan of $20,000 was, as I understand, subsequently paid, or secured to be paid, through the 
Bank of Alexandria; but when I left the bank the two loans mentioned by Mr. Sanderson and the second 
mentioned by me remained unpaid. This last was received in Treasury drafts on Carolina and Virginia. 
I went to Raleigh, in North Carolina, and exchanged the drafts for Virginia paper. The Raleigh Bank 
then paid specie, and was willing so to pay these drafts, but I did not wish to take away the specie. 

The first $10,000 was obtained to enable the bank to pay specie; but this being found insufficient, 
the second loan was obtained. The bank paid some of its notes as it was able, and as fast as the notes 
were paid they were withdrawn; but many notes were not paid when presented. I did understand from 
the Secretary of the Treasury that the loans were obtained in order to enable the bank to wind up its 
affairs. The Secretary frequently applied to me for repayment, and being told by me that the bank was 
unable to do it, he insisted upon interest being allowed on the loan, which was agreed to by the bank. I 
do not recollect when this agreement for interest was made; not, however, before the money had remained 
due for a year; nor do I remember ‘rom what date the interest was to be calculated. The present state- 
ment I make from memory merely. not having had access to the books of the bank for several years, 

JACOB MORGAN. 


Aveustine Newton sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards: 

I was Cashier of the Franklin Bank, and became so in March, 1821. There is a credit on the books 
of the bank to the Treasurer of the United States for $48,000. The money was obtained before I went 
Into office. Mr. Crawford was once at the bank while I was Cashier, say in August, 1821, applying to 
have the money either paid or secured, at which time the bank agreed to transfer to him all its property 
as security, and that this loan was the first debt to be paid. The charter of the bank expired on January 
1, 1822, but I have the books in my possession. 
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The discounted notes were first to be resorted to, and if these proved insufficient, resort was to be 
had to stock notes. A small sum, less than one thousand dollars, has been collected. The notes are now 
in suit by Mr. Swan, District Attorney. The stock notes are notes given by stockholders for stock, for 
the payment of which stock is pledged as security. I know of no reason for the agreement that one Class 
of notes was first to be sued for, unless it may have been the convenience of the debtors on the stock 
notes. All the real property was also transferred. It consisted of a few houses taken for debts. 

The agreement was accepted by Mr. Crawford before the expiration of the charter, and sent to Mr. 
Swan to have a regular conveyance drawn up. That conveyance was not consummated till after the 
charter had expired, say in October, 1822. Many of the notes assigned were under protest, and some of 
them in suit. Notes, including stock notes, to the amount of $185,000, and real estate to the amount of 
$5,000, were offered to be transferred; but Mr. Crawford did not at that time accept of this offer, because it 
did not extend to the payment of interest; but afterwards, the interest being stipulated for, the agreement 
was accepted and the transfer made in October, 1822, as I have above stated. The stock notes are stil] 
in my possession. They have never been endorsed to the Government by any one. If suits can be 
sustained there will be ample funds to repay the loan. 

When I went into the office of Cashier I was under the impression that provision had been made by 
Congress for continuing the charter of the bank for five years beyond the time originally limited for its 
expiration. I continued under that impression for a long time, and I believe the Directors were under 


the same impression. 
AUG. NEWTON. 
JUNE 9, 1824. 


Mr. Newron again called, (June 10.) 
The transfer above referred to from the bank to the United States was made on the 3d October, 
1822. The terms of the agreement were finally arranged and assented to by the parties on the 5th 


December, 1821. 
A. NEWTON. 


Cuartes T. Cuapwan sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards: : 

I was Cashier of the Union Bank of Alexandria. In June, 1819, owing to the heavy pressures upon 
the bank, and considering a disadvantageous loan had been made by this bank to the Government, and 
believing as I then did and do now, that, unless some temporary relief could be obtained at the moment, 
a serious inconvenience would have resulted to the institution; under such circumstances, a committee 

yas appointed to solicit from the Hon. Wm. H. Crawford, Secretary of the Treasury, a temporary aid, 
which he was pleased to grant, under the conditions that the amount should be refunded when demanded. 
The sum received from the Treasury was $30,000, in June, 1819; and, having received information that 
it must be refunded in January, 1820, a part was paid in the latter month and the balance in February 
of the same year; and although the funds we received from the Treasury were not, nor could have been, 
desirable under any other circumstances than those above mentioned, yet interest was paid upon the same, 
The money thus received from the Treasury was all, I believe, paid into the Office of Discount and Deposit 
of the Bank of the United States at Washington, either by deposits or drafts of the Treasurer through 
that bank upon us. 

The solvency of the Union Bank was, I believe, never questioned at any time during its operation. 

C. T. CHAPMAN. 


JUNE 9, 1924. 


Jonan THomrson sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards: 

I am President of the Bank of Alexandria, and have been since March 1, 1819. 

The bank never applied to the Secretary of the Treasury for a loan, but have always had the deposits 
from the Custom-house. On the 9th of January there was an application, and understood to be the wish 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, that the Bank of Alexandria would assume and pay the sum of forty-six 
thousand dollars to the Government. The Bank of Alexandria gave credit to the Government for the 
amount, and the Mechanics’ Bank agreed to secure it by notes and real estate. The bank pays the drafts 
of the Government when called upon. It has a deposit of more than $159,000. The Bank of Alexandria 
has never applied to the Treasurer for any indulgence, to my knowledge. 


JONAH THOMPSON. 


James L. M’Kenna sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards: 

I am Cashier of the Bank of Alexandria; I became so in 1811. The bank has never had a loan or an 
indulgence from the Treasury. It has always had the deposit of the Government from the Collector. — It 
has made advances to the Government when under pressure. And at one time remonstrated with Mr. 
Crawford on the closeness with which the public deposits were drawn. The average amount of public 
money remaining on deposit in the bank since Mr. Crawford has been Secretary of the Treasury has been 
less, I think, than it was during the incumbency of Mr. Gallatin. 


JUNE 9. J. L. WKENNA. 


I had an agency in obtaining one of the loans made by Mr. Crawford to the Mechanics’ Bank of 
Alexandria, when that bank was in difficulty. I accompanied Mr. Sanderson in his visit to the Secretary 
when he obtained the second loan, and represented the injurious consequences of permitting that bank to 
fail. I redeemed, repeatedly, the notes of that bank out of the hands of brokers and others. Mr. Craw- 
ford seemed dissatisfied at the second application so soon after the loan of $17,000. He applied to me 
for my opinion of the solvency of that bank, and whether the loan would enable it to redeem its paper. 
I represented the circumstances of the bank as being safe, (to the extent of its debt, but that its stock- 
holders might lose,) though I doubted the sufficiency of the loan to enable it to redeem its paper. I 
represented the permitting the Mechanics’ Bank to fail as being calculated to injure, and the granting of 
the loan to benefit, materially, the commercial interests of Alexandria; and Mr. Crawford acquiesced in 
the wishes of Mr. Sanderson, and made the loan in drafts on some of the western banks in sums of 2, 3, 
and 4,000 dollars each. 

By Mr. Edwards: 

Question. When a general deposit is made in your bank, without anything being said on either side, 

is the amount demandable in cash ? 
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Answer. Always, except when plate or notes of district banks are left for safe-keeping, to be delivered 


to order. 
J. L. WKENNA. 


Witu1am Rnaopes sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards: 

I was Cashier of the Franklin Bank of Alexandria from May, 1816, to June, 1819. When I left that 
pank it was indebted to the United States, I think, in the sum of $48,000. I cannot certainly tell when 
it became indebted, but believe it was in 1818 or 1819. It became indebted, as I understood, in conse- 
quence of an application by our Directors to the Secretary of the Treasury for a loan. There were, I 
believe, three such applications. At the first, we received $18,000; the second, $18,000; and at the third, 
$12,000. The money was advanced to the bank to relieve it from its embarrassments. I feel very 
certain as to the aggregate amount of $48,000, but am not so sure as to the amount of the different sums 
obtained at each application, nor respecting the time when they were obtained. My impression is, that 
the loans were all obtained within the course of about six months. I cannot state whether interest was or 
was not to be allowed upon them. I have no further knowledge of the transaction than that I received 
the warrants from the Treasury and passed the amounts to the credit of the United States. I now 
recollect that I was, in one instance, requested by the Directors to write a letter to the Secretary, 
requesting a deposit in our bank, which I did accordingly. But Ido not remember at what time, nor 
whether it was before or after the first loan. 

WM. RHODES. 


JunE 10, 1824. 


ALEXANDER Kerr sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards: 

I am Cashier of the Bank of the Metropolis in this city, and have been so for ten years past. It was 
one of the banks in which public deposits were made previous to the existence of the United States Bank. 
When the Bank of the United States went into operation the Bank of the Metropolis owed the United 
States about $90,000, which was drawn for by the former in one check. This sum had come into the bank 
by deposits of individuals only, and not by loan. 

There is a deposit now in the bank to the credit of the United States, in consequence of payments 
for western lands being made partly in bills which the United States Bank would not receive as cash, 
and which were received by the Bank of the Metropolis and receipted for to the Treasurer of the United 
States as cash. The notes were on specie-paying banks. We received them as cash, and considered the 
accommodation to the Government quite equal to any benefit received by the bank. The sum has 
gradually increased and vibrated from $40,000 to $60,000. It was never made at the solicitation of our 
bank, but the Secretary of the Treasury directed persons wishing to pay for lands, as above stated, to 
apply to our bank to know if we would receive the notes and credit them as cash; which we agreed to 
do. The amount of deposit as reported to the Treasury the Ist of January of the present year was 
about $60,000. Neither specie nor United States notes to any considerable amount were included in the 


above deposits. 
ALEX’R KERR, Cashier. 
June 10, 1824. 


Danie. Kurtz sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards: 
_ Lam Cashier of the Bank of Columbia, and have been for more than two years; since I have been 
Cashier the bank has been indebted to the United States in all about $300,000. The bank was appointed 
agent for the Treasury to collect certain uncurrent money; the whole amount above mentioned did not, 
however, consist of such collections; there were some balances, about $40,000, left from former trans- 
actions with the Treasury. The sum I have mentioned was owing by the bank when I became Cashier, 
and has remained about the same ever since. When the United States Bank went into operation the 
Bank of Columbia owed the Government from $30,000 to $60,000, a part of which was drawn for by the 
Treasury, say about $15,000. The balance has not been drawn for and remains a cash debt due to the 
United States. 

I do not know precisely what arrangement was made with the bank respecting the collection of 
uncurrent notes, but I have understood that so much of those notes as the bank could collect and turn 
into current money might remain in the bank on deposit; but I cannot state for how long a time. About 
$200,000 worth of uncurrent notes have been thus converted and credited as cash to the Treasury; part 
of the residue has been drawn out by the Secretary of the Treasury, and part remains now in the bank. 
These uncurrent notes were a part of those reported as uncollectable by the Bank of the United States, 
and were received from that bank by an order of the Treasury. 

Question. What is the amount of notes delivered for collection and what were the dates of delivery, 
and specify on what banks? 

Answer. The amount of notes delivered for collection was $545,991 37, as appears by a statement 
now delivered, marked Z, in which also the dates of the orders for the delivery of the notes to the bank 
will appear. The notes were actually received between the months of December, 1818, and August, 1819. 
The banks whose notes were so received are so numerous that it has been impossible for me at this time 
to make out the list. A statement of a number of them is, however, contained in a paper now delivered, 
marked Y. 

Question. What were the amounts of these notes cashed by the bank. 

Answer. $238,361 87, as also appears by the paper marked Z. 

Question. What was the amount of uncurrent notes drawn out of the bank by the Treasury ? 

Answer. $123,102 59, as appears by a statement now delivered, and marked X. 

Question. What is the amount of such uncurrent notes now on hand, and where are they lodged? 

Answer. $53,661 40, lodged principally at the several places contained in a statement now delivered, 
and marked W. 

. Question. What is the total amount of the debt now due from the Bank of Columbia to the United 
tates ? 

Answer. About $372,000, of which $318,361 87 is cash, and includes about $30,000 standing to the 
credit of the Treasurer on sundry accounts, and the remaining balance of $53,661 40 is special deposit. 
Question. What probability is there of the United States recovering this debt? 
Answer. In my opinion the security given for the debt is amply sufficient, and I believe the whole will be 
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recovered. The bank owes, in all, about $800,000, and the nominal amount of its assets is more than a 
million and a half of dollars. An agreement has been made with the Bank of the United States to assign 
to it property and debts to secure the debt from the Bank of Columbia to the Bank of the United States 
and to the United States. For the whole of the above amount of $318,361 87, excepting the sum of 
$30,000 above specified, the Government received a credit on the books of the bank, as cash, in 1819 or 
1820. At that time the Bank of Columbia paid specie. The above sum, credited as cash, was suffered 
to remain in the bank from that time to the present. This, as I understand, was in pursuance of an 
agreement with the Treasury. This deposit was the only compensation the bank received for the trouble 
of collection. I do not know that any time was specified for the continuance of the deposit. The Secre- 
tary of the Treasury has pressed the bank very much for the amount; more, I think, than he ought to have 


done, considering the trouble and expense to which the bank was put. 
D. KURTZ, Cashier of the Bank of Columbia. 


STATEMENT W. 


Evidences of debt in possession of the bank. 


en PEPE C PITT CERIO CLT EE CL TEE TERE CET ERECT Ee $1,176 61 
OR OE PU NOON BR BURMA YOUNG. 5 oo. cocci ees vicveec cnc scensee sect beaeesesssoess 7,376 00 
ee ER og SP SE TELE CETTE TT CEET TT ERTL TELE eee 1,311 00 
I TUOMEAI CHUN. 655. once ssn eerseecessve erence sn ewes ees casevccsvavoees 2,339 00 
ge gS  erereer rT er ete Teer Tee Te ee TER TERE ELE 4,059 57 
EEE TO LT Oe PE eee eee ee eT eee Te es ee he ee 23,761 00 
I aid a se heign chen sed Svea ANOS Chek Wh ad e de PRRNEAW NS KkweaN s 9,758 00 


Sundry bank notes, among which are Kentucky Insurance Company, $797; Marietta and 
Susquehanna Trading Company, $1,360; Susquehanna Bridge Company, $796; and $482 
counterfeits of various banks...............ss2ee0- eee eT yr rere rT ee re 3,880 22 





53,661 40 








STATEMENT X. 


Evidences of debt in these cases delivered and in possession of the Treasury, August, 1820. 


ie Da 2.5 Wk ed eA RS RCS PEASY + KE ERA ASKER OOS $19,865 25 
Pn er ey eae er ee eae 2,463 00 
ae Ns igh 6 ka SNM EAE DE Ee DWNT DA KEE ESAVEEWS CORE VEDS 64 00 
eee re ee re 198 00 
i es oe uN Ke be SNES SEY CRS ha chee AS Waw Meee anne chee 11,344 00 
or ibe sees Ghee aoa EGER Ween Kode RCE A wRWS Ca wes 1,835 00 
ein Sunes a whe ke es oe MERE C aw bee KOK CORRE NO Eee RS 595 00 
ge ie ce iG. MAK Rae One OEE Ue CIRCE ECCS See eSor 10,900 00 
rt eis sos ba aad 25k 9 oO NE e's. ARN ON 6a REEE NEAT SwRS 10,121 00 
EEE eT ee er ree rie eee ee mae re 1,375 00 
sl hg ae ia ka aaa ee ANON bo Eis bl8 0.6 RR ERER REE REOS 3,217 00 
EE EE TO Re a ee ee ee 500 00 
re A is shad awa ROWE OW be oss Oa ka wae eee ewes os 3,200 00 
ee ie hw MER EAS i OAs WET OED EAS ae ee bRa heb kiew hs 2,380 00 
SE EE eT ELT TELE ETT CTCL ERECT Eee eT TEE TOT e Cee Te CTT 291 00 

EERE ere oe ee ee ee iSvkas sat PRS se RAWLS eK states eeeees 7,930 00 

ee eee OL bah as We whe MRA RE ENOTES OR EAND + ORDERS S Te HSE 29,741 00 
NN aes eek 4b MOEA NE RES EWEE NEED 555460b ERR 9,575 00 
ee EM. in pnb inca eae se dwd dos kb Mame ONC s os vabeesadaaws 7,508 34 


123,102 59 

















STATEMENT Y. 


Bellemont Bank of St. Clairsville. Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank, New Salem. 
Bank of Marietta. Owl Creek Bank. 
Franklin Bank of Columbus. Western Bank of Virginia, Parkersburg. 
Alexandria Society, Granville. Bank of Vincennes. 
German Bank of Wooster. Lancaster Ohio Bank. 
Muskingum Bank, Zanesville. Zanesville Canal and Manufacturing Company. 
Centre Bank, Pennsylvania. Ohio Cotapany. 
Farmers and Merchants’ Bank, Green Castle. Commercial Bank, Lake Erie. 
Union Bank, Pennsylvania. Bank of Beaver. 
Farmers’ Bank, Pittsburg. Bank of Chilicothe. 
Farmers, Merchants, and Manufacturers’ Bank, Chili- Alleghany Bank, Bedford. 

cothe. Northwestern Bank, Pennsylvania. 
Farmers’ Bank, Canton. Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank, Cincinnati. 
Bank of Mount Pleasant. Bank of Washington, Pennsylvania. 
Lebanon Miami Banking Company, Ohio. Westmoreland Bank, Pennsylvania. 
Juniata Bank. Miami Exporting Company. 
Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank, Pittsburg. Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank. 
Huntingdon Bank. Bank of Steubenville. 
Virginia Saline Bank. Indiana Manufacturing Company. 
Cumberland Bank of Alleghany. Bank of West Union. 
Merchants’ Bank, Alexandria. Banks in Delaware. 
Kentucky Insurance Company. Banks in Virginia. 


Urbanna Banking Company. 
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Z. 
Dr. T. T. Tucker, Esq., Treasurer United States, in account with the Bank of Columbia. Cr. 
Ries 
| Cash. | Special de- | Cash. Special de- 
| i: posit. | posit. 
-_ | | | 1818, 
Jan. 20 | To draft NO. 933.....sseeeeesseesecee eeveeseeeees! $41,275 65 || Dec. 19 | By draft Bank United States..........)eseeeeseseee| $468,588 37 
Aug. 18 | To I. Norris, Cashier...........ss005- Re, seen | 7,779 18 | 30 D@sccenccsse eeOcececcccccecccelecceescecses| 13,640 00 
93 | To W. Neil, Cashier............0++ diatonic ail 11,194 32 isisiacciAiwcicis ee 
Sept. 4 | To draft No. 165 ......ssseseee Sree ene | 1,636 00 D0....0sccereedOssersesccccees [evcesecescce| 19744 00 
30 EE i 8,120 00 | 1819. 
ee es an 23,600 00 || Jan. 14) By A. D. Steuart’s deposit.........cscleccecceccees 8,322 00 
Oct. 21 | To draft No.  -aebeeaianan ‘ohemeen 130 00 | April 30 | By Bank Wilmington and Brandy- 
TTT Te 23,550 00 | DitiiKiitititintitiminbnnnes Be 
Nov. 21 | To Bank of Vincennes ...........+ ssihacaninetes 1,200 00 || May 17! By sundry Treasury drafts........ ooee| $45,000 00 |....cececees 
1821. | || July 13] By Treasury Department on Chili- 
i SE IN esi siusnad savvsinsesesecsal $5,000 00 |. bidet tHitttiuecmimmuimaniwe main 
Bees. 10) | Molde NOOR ccswcccacssaccaseeesl sees vecseoes 558 36 | 1820. 
To draft No. 1,096......csssesseeeseeeleceseseseeee| 1,822.00 | Aug. 2] By Treasury Department on Chili- 
1822, | | | COTNE..ceeecccccccccccceescsceeveslecsecececees 291 00 
June 20 | ‘l'o draft No. 1,237... .....cccccccccceee coves seseees| 5,000 00 1821. 
July 18 To draft NO. L8.ssssseesssevsseeess serseseesees 5,000 00 | Aug. 4 | By Bank United States...........cscc[eceeeseeeeee} 1,200 00 
Tocash account....e.sseee- aveiitciatinaiadacwace | 238, 361 87 | By special depOsit.....+sse0 eeeeeeeee| 238,961 87 |.ccececccece 
To balance to new account. .... s+. .| 278,361 87 | ‘eect 99 | 
283, 361 87 | 545,991 37 | 283,361 87 | 545,991 37 
| | —— 
| | By balance of special deposit.......+.|.....sseeeee| 176,763 99 
| By balance of cash account...........| 278,361 87 |.....2ceeees 
| (X.) Special deposits,evi- 
| dences acc. Treas. $123,102 59 
| | (W.) Special deposits, 
| | evidences at Bank 
| Columbia......... 53,661 40 
| | 
| | 176, 763 99 























In addition to the balance, as stated in the account current, there is due to the United States on the books of the Office of Pay and Deposit, on sundry 
accounts , about $30,000 


Epwarp Jones sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards: 

I am chief clerk in the office of the Secretary of the Treasury. I have heard of a letter mentioned 
by Mr. Edwards as having been written by Mr. Stephenson, Receiver of Public Moneys at Edwardsville, 
to the Secretary of the Treasury. I first heard of it very lately. I believe the first intimation I had 
concerning it was derived from Mr. Edwards’ memorial to Congress. 

By Mr. Cook: 

Question. Did you ever sce, in the Treasury Department, previously to Mr. Edwards’ memorial, any 
letter or notice in any part of the public papers concerning Mr. Edwards’ having withdrawn from the 
Directorship of the bank at Edwardsville? 

Answer. Never. 

Question. Does the correspondence between the Secretary of the Treasury and the banks which are 
depositori ies of the public moneys pass through your hands? 

Answer. Yes. When the Secretary is in town he opens the mail himself; writes on the different 
bundles such directions as will designate what is to be done with each, so that they may respectively be 
acted on; they are then sent out to me, and I distribute them among the clerks. 

Question. Have you read the report of the Secretary of the Treasury made to Congress on the 22d 
day of March of the present year? 

Answer. Yes, I have. 

Question. Did the Secretary consult you in making out that report? 

Answer. No. 

Question. Did he say anything to you in reference to that report before it was made? 

Answer. No. 

Question. Do you or do you not know that the letter from Mr. Stephenson referred to by Mr. Edwards 
has since been found in the Treasury Department? 

Answer. No; I do not know any such thing. 

Question, Have you heard that that letter has been found? 

Answer, Never. 

, Question. Do you remember whether the Secretary of the Treasury received the St. Louis Enquirer in 
819? 

Answer. I do not recollect. I have seen that paper several times in the Department. Papers are 
frequently sent to the Secretary which he has not subscribed for, and after a few numbers are sent and 
no subscription obtained they are sent no longer. 

Question. When, according to your best recollection, did you first see that paper in the Department? 

Answer. I do not recollect. 
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Question. Do you think it was several years past? 
Answer. I have seen it within two years. 
By Mr. Forsyth: 

Question. Does all the official correspondence of the Secretary of the Treasury pass through your 
hands ? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. In order to distribute the different papers sent out to you by the Secretary is it not 
necessary that you should read them ? 

Answer. To read them all would occupy more time than I can spare, but on merely opening them [| 
can immediately perceive whether they are from banks or Receivers of Public Moneys, or what is their 
general character. 

Question. Who makes the endorsements on these letters ? 

Answer. If they require an immediate answer I usually draw the answer, and in that case I endorse 
them myself ; but if they do not require immediate attention, or do not need any answer at all, I hand 
them over to a young man who assists me, and he makes the endorsement. The greater part of the 
letters received are of the description first mentioned. I do not draft all the answers, but most of the 
letters are of such a kind that there are precedents for the answer required. 

Question. When calls are made upon the Secretary of the Treasury for papers does the direction 
usually pass through your hands? 

Answer. Yes, it usually does. (The direction is generally endorsed on the back;) in some few caseg 
it has been sent immediately by the Secretary to the person having charge of the papers. 

Question. To which of the clerks go the letters from the Receivers of the Public Moneys? 

Answer. They remain with me, unless where they contain inquiries for directions concerning the 
kinds of moneys to be received, and the place of deposit, in which case they are considered as pertaining 
to the duty of Mr. Dickins. 

By Mr. Cook: 

Question. Where and by whom were the copies of the voluminous documents laid before Congress 
the present session, in answer to a call for the correspondence of the Treasury with the western banks, 
made ? 

Answer. That is a question which I cannot answer very fully. I had no share in making out those 
copies. Mr. Dickins was engaged in superintending that business. A Mr. Elkins, a Mr. Philips, and a 
Mr. Washington were employed, and Mr. Laub, an extra clerk in the office. 

Question. Was any part of the correspondence taken away from the Department to be copied ? 

Answer. I was told by Mr, Richards, who had the largest portion of the letters from banks to copy, 
that he took them with him to Connecticut. I also understood from Mr. Elkins that he took some of 
those assigned him to his lodgings. Those given to both these gentlemen were letters from banks to the 
Department. Those given to the extra clerks were records taken from the files of the office. 

Question. At what time did this copying commence? 

Answer. I think about the first of last July. 

Question. At what time was it finished ? 

Answer. A few days before the report went in to Congress. It occupied some days to arrange so 
great a number of copies of letters, but as soon as that was done and the report made out, the whole was 
sent in. I understood that the arrangement intended was, that each letter should be followed by the 


answer to it. But I had no hand in the business from the commencement to the end of it. 
EDWARD JONES. 


Ciement Satu sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards: 
I am President of the Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank of Georgetown, and have been for about four 


years. The bank has not been, in that time, indebted to the United States, nor is there a credit now on 
the books to the United States. 
C. SMITH. 


Overton Carr sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards: 

I am Cashier of the Patriotic Bank, and have been since its establishment, in 1815. The bank had 
one deposit from the Treasury of $10,000, on the 13th of September, 1819. It was made at my request, 
in consequence of the pressure then existing in the concerns of the bank. It consisted of a draft on 
Salem, Massachusetts, for $5,000; Portsmouth, $2,000; Bristol, $1,000; Petersburg, $2,000. On the 11th 
of February, 1820, this loan was repaid by a deposit in the United States Branch Bank, in this city. 
Interest of six per cent. was paid on the deposit, and a loss was sustained of 14 per cent. in converting 
these funds into cash, which was done through the agency of brokers. The banks drawn on were specie- 
paying banks, and their notes current in their own States, respectively. The loss arose merely from the 


rate of exchange. The bank has never, before or since, been indebted to the United States. 
OVERTON CARR. 


Ricuarp Suiru sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards: 
I am Cashier of the Branch Bank of the United States in this city, and have been since its institution. 
By Mr. Cook: 

Question. In what manner was the deposit of $1,175 made by Colonel Reddick in that bank; and how 
was it credited to the United States ? 

Answer. 'To the best of my recollection, it was entered to the credit of the United States, part as 
cash and part as special deposit; perhaps $285 entered as special deposit, on paper of the Franklin Bank 
of Alexandria. The residue entered as cash. I have no memorandum with me to refer to; but presume 
the above to be the transaction referred to in the question. 

RD. SMITH. 
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Tomas Swann sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards: 

Question. Please to state at what time the transfer of the effects of the Franklin Bank of Alexandria 
to the United States was made, for the purpose of securing certain loans made to it by the Treasury, and 
all the circumstances connected with such transfer. 

Answer. I was applied to, as the Attorney of the United States for the District of Columbia, by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, some time in the summer or fall of 1821, to carry into effect an agreement 
which had been entered into between the Secretary of the Treasury and the Franklin Bank of Alexandria, 
in relation to a debt of about $48,000, due from the Franklin Bank to the United States. The agreement 
appeared to have been entered into on the 23d of August, 1821; and the bank bound themselves to 
transfer to William H. Crawford, and his successors in office, all the debts due to that bank, and all the 
real estate of every description belonging to the bank, and all the notes given by the stockholders of the 
bank on account of stock by them severally subscribed thereto. The real estate was to be disposed of on 
the most advantageous terms, and the whole amount of the moneys collected were to be placed in the 
Bank of Alexandria to the credit of the Treasurer of the United States. 

The debts were to be collected by gradual instalments, excepting the stock debts, which were to be 
applied, in the first place, to the payment of the deposits and issues then due from the bank; and in the 
second place, to make up any deficiency that might be due to the United States. Schedules of the debts 
due to the bank were annexed to the agreement. 

Very shortly after this application was made by the Secretary of the Treasury, I prepared a deed of 
assignment for the purpose of carrying this agreement into effect, and made various efforts in the course 
of the fall of that year to get it executed by the Board of Directors of the Franklin Bank, but without 
effect; objections and difficulties of one sort or other were constantly made, and an indisposition to 
execute the assignment, as I thought, manifested on the part of the Board. I had understood that the 
deposit had been originally made by the Secretary of the Treasury in that bank at the instance of General 
Thomson Mason and Mr. John T. Ricketts, who were then Directors of the bank, and if they had been alive 
at the time that I prepared the assignment I have no doubt that the assignment would have been promptly 
executed; but the death of these gentlemen, and of my brother, William T. Swann, who had acted as the 
President of the bank, produced, I am inclined to think, the delays which attended the final completion 
of this business. After making my efforts to get this paper executed, I was requested to send it to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and I accordingly did so, and I believe that a correspondence took place 
between him and the bank upon the subject of the deed. It was returned to me about the month of May, 
1822, and was finally executed by the Board of Directors of the bank some time afterwards, the precise 
period I do not now recollect. At the time it was executed, none of us, I believe, were aware that the 
charter of the bank had expired. The impression generally was, that a power had been reserved to it, in 
common with the other banks of the District, to wind up its affairs, and the time given was, I think, five 
years; but so it was, upon looking at the law, the Franklin Bank was omitted, and its charter at an end 
before the deed of assignment was finally executed. 

When this information was obtained I was requested to turn my attention again to the original 
agreement, and to see whether the United States would be able to recover their moneys upon that paper. 
Upon considering that paper it seemed to me that the notes which [had] been negotiated in the bank 
while it was incorporated and endorsed in blank might be applied to the use of the United States, and I 
accordingly obtained possession of those notes and filled up the endorsements payable to the United 
States, and brought suits at law upon those notes in behalf of the United States, which suits are still 
mostly depending. 

As to the stock notes, no measures have yet been taken upon them, nor did the agreement with the 
bank authorize any steps to be yet taken; but when it may be necessary to resort to them, it seemed to 
me that a Court of Chancery would compel the payment of them and give to the United States the same 
relief as if the assignments had been regularly made. 

If the United States should be able to enforce the payment of those stock notes, I should entertain no 
doubt but that the money due to the United States may be obtained; but otherwise a considerable loss 


would be sustained. 
THOS. SWANN. 


Davin EneutsH sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards: 

I am Cashier of the Union Bank of Georgetown, and have been since its institution in 1809. That 
bank received one deposit in August, 1819, from the Treasury, of $25,000. The bank was under some 
fears on the subject of the resumption of specie payments, and application was made to the Treasury 
for aid and the loan was obtained, which was repaid in October following by deposits in the United 
States Bank or its branches. No other deposit has since been made by the Treasury in the Union Bank 
tomy knowledge No interest was paid on the above loan. : 

D. ENGLISH, Cashier. 


Tuomas Duncan sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards: 

I am a clerk in the Office of the Secretary of the Treasury, and have been about eight years. 

Question. Have you heard of a letter said by Mr. Edwards to have been written hy Mr. Stephenson, 
Receiver of Public Moneys at Edwardsville, to the Treasury, in 1819? ; 

Answer. Not until lately, when it has been mentioned in the public papers. I never heard of it until 
after Mr. Edward’s memorial was communicated to Congress. 

Question. Was it after that memorial was presented to Congress that you first heard the subject 
spoken of ? 

Answer. I have answered that question. 

Question. Have you heard anything of that letter having been found in the Treasury Department 
since that memorial was presented to Congress? ; 

Answer. I have not. ; 

Question. Do you know whether the St. Louis Enquirer was received at that Department in 1819? 

Answer. I do not know. 

Question. Did you see the report of the Secretary of the Treasury of the 22d of March, of the present 
year, previous to its communication to Congress? Or did you know anything of the subjects of its con- 
tents before it was communicated ? 

Answer. I did not see or copy any part of the report before it went to Congress; I had only a general 
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knowledge of its contents, such as everybody else had from the call to which it was an answer. My 
business in the office did not lead me to any special knowledge of that report. < 
THOMAS DUNGAN. 


Samvet M. M’Kean sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards: 

I am a clerk in the Office of the Secretary of the Treasury I never heard of the letter said to 
have been written by Mr. Stephenson, Receiver of Public Moneys at Edwardsville, to the Treasury 
Department, before the evening of the day in which Mr. Edwards’ memorial was presented to Congress, 
I attend, among other things, to that part of the business of the office which relates to the remission of 
fines and forfeitures, and also to the issuing of commissions. I have never heard of that letter having 


been found by any one in the Treasury Department. 
S. M. MWKEAN. 


Peter G. Wasuineton sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards: 

I am aclerk in the office of the Secretary of the Treasury, and have been since July 1, 1822, | 
copied a portion of the documents submitted to Congress the present session by the Treasury Department, 
I first heard of Mr. Stephenson’s letter to the Treasury on the day after the memorial of Mr. Edwards was 
presented to Congress. I have never heard that that letter has been found in the Department since the 
presentation of that memorial. The letters addressed to the office generally, and among them those which 
contain the correspondence with the banks, are mostly deposited in the room in which I am _ employed, 
and are considered as placed more particularly under my charge, and I think that, had such a letter been 
found, I must have heard of it. The letters have always been under my charge since I went into the office, 
but every gentleman in the office has free access to them, as a matter of course, in the discharge of his official 
duty. My duty in relation to them consists in placing and keeping them on the proper files, and restoring 
them to their places when removed. The custom of the office, in relation to letters sent from it, is to 
preserve in the Department the draught of letters, and to send away the fair copy of that draught made by 
one of the clerks. The original draught is sometimes made by the Secretary himself, and, if it is sufficiently 
fair, the original itself is sometimes sent and a copy retained. These copies or draughts are filed, and 
usually recorded monthly. No directions were ever given me by the Secretary to search for the letter of 
Mr. Stephenson; as I before said, I never heard of that letter until Mr. Edwards’ memorial was presented. 
The instructions of the Secretary were, that all the letters to and from banks should be communicated to 
Congress; in consequence of which, many letters were so communicated which I did not conceive to be 


embraced in the call of the House. 
PETER G. WASHINGTON, 


Perer G. Wasuineton again called: 
By Mr. Webster: 

Question. Are you able to state at what time the copying of the correspondence with the banks 
commenced, by order of the Secretary of the Treasury, which was called for by a resolution of the House 
of Representatives of May 8, 1822, and which was communicated, with a letter of the Secretary, to the 
House, of March 22, 1824 ? 

Answer. Soon after the adjournment of Congress in 1823; I think, in April. 

By Mr. Cook: 

Question. Look at the paper now shown to you. [Here Mr. Washington was shown a paper 
submitted to the committee by Mr. Edwards as the enclosure in the letter of the Secretary of the Treasury 
to the Cashier of the Bank of Edwardsville, dated November 1, 1819.] Do you know the handwriting ? 

Answer. I do. 

Question. Will you state whose it is ? 

Answer. It is the handwriting of the late Edward Fox, formerly a clerk in the office of the Secretary 
of the Treasury. 

Question. Do you know who copied the letter of the Ist of November, above referred to, for the 
purpose of being communicated to the House with the report of the Secretary of the 24th of March last ? 

Answer. I do; it was copied by myself. 

Question. Did the original copy of the enclosure accompany the original letter when copied by you? 

Answer. It did not. The enclosure was a letter to a Receiver; the letters called for were letters to 
and from banks. 

Question. Do you or do you not know that the Secretary of the Treasury could have commanded the 
same means during the recess of Congress in 1822, for the purpose of preparing the documents to accom- 
pany the report made on March 22, 1824, as were employed during the succeeding year to prepare the 
same documents; and if so, do you know what reason prevented their employment ? 

Answer. The power of the Secretary of the Treasury on that subject must always be the same. In 
his report of February, 1823, he states why all the correspondence with the banks was not then commu- 
nicated, and I know of no other reason than the one he assigned. 

Question. Do you know of any reason to doubt the truth of the facts stated in that report as the 
cause for not sooner communicating the correspondence ? 

Answer. I do not. 

By Mr. Forsyth: 
Question. At what time did Mr. Crawford return from Georgia to Washington in that year ? 


Answer. Late in the fall. 
PETER G. WASHINGTON. 


Rosert NEweELL sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards: 

I am a clerk in the office of the Secretary of the Treasury. I never heard of the letter of Mr. 
Stephenson to the Treasury until I read the memorial of Mr. Edwards to Congress. I have been in the 
office three years. I had charge of the letters in the apartment where Mr. Washington now is, for a time. 
I never saw such a letter as that said to have been written by Mr. Stephenson in the Department. It is 
now nearly two years since I left that room. I have heard nothing of such a letter being found in the 
Department since Mr. Edwards’ memorial was presented to Congress. Nothing was ever said to me, 
either by Mr. Crawford or by any other person, respecting that letter, previous to Mr. Crawford’s report 
of March 22, 1824. é 

R. NEWELL. 
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Assury Dickiys sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards: 

I am a clerk in the office of the Secretary of the Treasury. I do not recollect that I had any agency 
in the negotiation concerning the collection or securing of the loan to the Franklin Bank of Alexandria 
after the time at which the terms of the agreement were settled, which appears to have been on the 5th 
of December, 1821. I never heard anything, as I now recollect, of the letter said to have been written 
to the Treasury by Mr. Stephenson, of Edwardsville, previously to the Secretary’s directing me to draw 
up the report of the twenty-second of March last. I wrote the report according to directions previously 
given me by the Secretary, and when it was completed I read it to him. Before receiving those 
directions I do not recollect to have heard Mr, Stephenson’s letter spoken of by any one. At the time 
Mr. Edwards was examined last year before a committee of the House of Representatives I was not 

resent. I may have afterwards read Mr. Edwards’ deposition concerning that letter, but when I received 
the directions above alluded to I had forgotten everything in relation to it. I received Mr. Crawford’s 
instructions to prepare the report a few days before the papers were ready which were to accompany it. 
He expressed impatience at the delay which had taken place, and urged me to use despatch myself and 
to hasten the other persons employed. The greater part of the correspondence of the Secretary with the 
banks has passed through my hands ever since I have been in the office, which has been since October, 
1816. I had no instruction to search for the alleged letter of Mr. Stephenson until the time I received 
Mr. Crawford’s instructions to draw up the report. He then directed me to have the search made. I 
made the search accordingly but did not find such a letter, nor have I since heard of its being found. I 
searched for it on the files of the office; the letters had been put away in bundles. I directed the 
messenger to bring me the bundles which contained the letters of the period alluded to. I searched all 
of those bundles and examined all the files of letters they contained. Those bundles were not in my 
charge, and I cannot say how long they had remained untouched. They are usually put away by the 
junior clerks. They may be said to be in the particular care of Mr. Jones, or rather of the messenger; 
they are put away in cases. The report, as I believe, bears date the same day it was sent to the House, 
which, I think, was also the same day on which the fair copy was written. Ido not remember that I 
had any conversation with Mr. Crawford on the subject of that letter, between the time when I first 
received his instructions to draw up the report and the time when I read the draught of the report to him. 
‘He then inquired whether I had made the search directed, and I informed him that I had and of the 
result. Mr. Richards, as far as I recollect, returned the letters he took away to copy in October or 
November. When he returned I employed several persons in making further copies. At the time I had 
the first conversation with Mr. Crawford concerning the letter of Mr. Stephenson, he directed me to 
search the records for an answer to that letter; which I did accordingly, and found none. 

ASBURY DICKINS. 


Tuomas F. Rippick sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards: 

The Bank of Missouri had a capital of $250;000, of which sum $40,000 was placed in an Office of 
Discount and Deposit at St. Genevieve, which said office was entirely under the control of the principal 
bank in all respects; the Cashier and all the Directors and officers were appointed by the mother bank 
and removed at pleasure; their general operations were also directed by the principal bank at St. Louis. 
The office at St. Genevieve loaned money on personal security, but never on pledge of stock. Stock- 
holders residing at St. Genevieve pledged their stock at St. Louis if they wished to borrow on that 
security; not more than 80 per cent. was allowed on such pledge, which was considered only as collateral 
security; those loans were always considered safe, and better than any personal security. I believe that 
this stock has never fallen below 80 per cent. 

A large amount of public moneys had accumulated in bank prior to the 9th of August, 1819, but it 
consisted, for the most part, in notes of the various banks of the west which had been received by the 
Land Offices and could not be used by the Treasury in discharge of debts due by the Government. The 
Bank of Missouri, at its own expense and risk, (and for which they have not as yet been allowed any 
compensation) converted those funds to a large amount, say $600,000, into such funds as would pay the 
Treasurer’s drafts at St. Louis, but the Government having no occasion to disburse any considerable 
amount at St. Louis (as the bank was informed) made a proposition to the bank to transfer its funds to 
the Bank of the United States and certain of its branches; and, as a compensation for this service, 
agreed that $150,000 should remain in bank as a permanent deposit, but which might, nevertheless, be 
drawn on when disbursements could be made at St. Louis; agreeing, also, that further compensation 
should be made if the deposit should not be found adequate for the service proposed to be rendered. 
This was accepted, in part, on the 9th of August, 1819, and a sum amounting to near $450,000, before 
and after that time, was paid to the Bank of the United States and branches, or funds worth four per 
cent. premium to the bank; the permanent deposit was frequently drawn on and reduced to an amount 
considerably below $150,000. The bank has been allowed no compensation as yet for this service 
beyond what the uncertain benefit of this deposit might have been worth to them, which, under the 
circumstances, ought to be estimated at a very small sum. Moreover, the Bank of Missouri had to 
encounter the hostility of nearly all the institutions of the west from whom the Bank of Missouri had to 
make demand for specie funds or such other funds as would satisfy the Treasurer’s drafts, and also from 
gentlemen connected with those banks; this fact will be seen by a reference to the printed correspondence 
with banks. See letters from the President of the Bank of Kentucky to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
May 25, 1819, September 29, 1819; a letter from Hon. W. H. Crawford to the President of the Bank of 
Kentucky, July 80, 1819; also, letters from Hon. Ninian Edwards, a senator of the United States, May 
10 and 12, 1819, directed to Thomas F. Riddick, one of the Directors of the Bank of Missouri; which said 
letters last named are filed with the Committee of Ways and Means, in support of a petition presented 
by said Thomas F. Riddick, as agent for the bank. 

It will also be seen by a reference to the several agreements made by the bank with the Treasury 
Department, and the general correspondence, also the original certificates of deposit, that the Bank of 
Missouri never became bound until August 9, 1819, to pay over to the Treasury any other or better funds 
than such as they should receive from the Land Offices, not having it in their power before the said 9th 
of August to direct what kind of paper should be received in payment for lands; this was before that 
date regulated by a list furnished the different Receivers by the Treasury Department, and whether at 
par or not was received from them by the Bank of Missouri, and certificates of deposit issued by the 
Cashier, stating the amount received in par funds and the amount received in such paper as had been 
authorized by the Treasury Department. The bank, therefore, clearly had a right to pay over such funds 
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as was received by them; and the Government in common justice is bound to make compensation for the 
risk and loss incurred by the bank in converting those funds into such other funds as could be used by 
the Treasury in payment of demands against them. ° 

Whenever these fair demands of the bank shall be liquidated and settled, the amount that will be 
then found due the United States will be much lessened, and the amount that has been transferred by the 
bank ample and greatly more than sufficient to satisfy every cent justly due by the bank to the United 
States; the amount that now stands charged on the books of the Treasury is the nominal amount of all 
the moneys of every description paid into the bank by the Land Offices without any deduction having been 
made for services rendered and for risk and loss in exchange. 

It will also be seen by reference to the reports of the bank and the report of the committee of the 
Missouri Legislature that the Bank of Missouri did, at all times, conduct its operations with great care 
and circumspection, never having an average discount, including notes on pledges of stock, (with the 
exception of the deposit of $150,000,) greater than the capital stock, and never having its paper signed 
for circulation to a greater amount than $204,938 29, of which sum (if the books of the bank were within 
my reach) I am satisfied it would be found that the average amount in circulation, from the completion 
of the payment of the capital stock to the day of suspension, did not exceed $80,000; the greatest amount 
that appears ever to have been in circulation was $153,899 50, of which sum $25,000, or near that amount, 
was specially deposited in the Branch Bank of the United States at Lexington, and belonged to the Bank 
of Missouri; at the time the bank suspended payment only $86,000, or thereabouts, was in circulation, 

The suspension in August, 1821, cannot, therefore, be attributed either to excessive loans or to an 
excessive issue of the paper of the bank, but to the general situation of the western country, which 
rendered it impossible for the bank to collect from its debtors with sufficient promptness to meet the 
demand for specie created by the pressure that existed at that time, and to the circumstance of this bank 
being almost the only one who continued to pay specie on demand in the western country. 

By Mr. Cook: 

Question. Were you President of the Bank of Missouri in 1821? 

Answer. I was. 

Question. Do you believe that the account and monthly returns made by that bank were correct, just, 
and true ? 

Answer. I believe they were, and that the statements made by myself and forwarded to Mr. Crawford, 
under date of June 30, 1821, were also just and true. 

Question. From what Land Office were the largest deposits made in the Bank of Missouri between 
July 1, 1818, and August 9, 1819? 

Answer. From the Land Office at Franklin. 

Question. When did General Smith make his first deposit ? 

Answer. I believe on the Tth of December, 1818 ? 

Question. How much larger do you suppose those deposits were than those from any other office ? 

Answer. Something more than twice the amount from the office at St. Louis. 

Question. What was the amount of General Smith’s deposit between the aforesaid periods ? 

Answer. I believe they amounted to $460,966 76; this I take from a memorandum in my possession. 

Question. Were any of the notes received from him refused to be received as cash, and were they 
specially entered; if so, state the circumstances, and whether General Smith was apprised thereof ? 

Answer. General Smith very seldom made his deposits in person, his office being near two hundred 
miles from the bank; they were generally placed in bank by some person in whom the General had confi- 
dence, travelling to St. Louis or to the eastward, or by boats trading on the Missouri river. I do not 
remember that the bank ever had any difficulty with General Smith or any other person about his deposits. 
I believe they were always made in the same funds which he received for lands, and certificates were 
issued to him by the Cashier, stating the kind of funds deposited, which certificates were no doubt 
forwarded by him to the Treasury Department as vouchers. 

Question. What amount of internal taxes were deposited, much or little ? 

Answer. I do not remember of any deposits being made of that description. 

By Mr. Forsyth: 

Question. When were the deposits of the Tennessee paper made by the Bank of Missouri at Louisville? 

Answer. I believe in May, 1820, having promised Mr. Crawford to have it forwarded as soon as I 
arrived at St. Louis, which was done by a special agent. I was afterwards informed that the agent of 
the Nashville Bank received the amount of Nashville Bank paper, but that the agent of the Tennessee Bank 
had left Louisville a short time before the arrival of the special agent of the Missouri Bank at Louisville 
and deposited it in the Branch Bank of the United States. 

Thomas F. Riddick states that while a Director of the bank he had access at all times to the books 
and papers of the bank, being nominated by the President to act in his place pro tem. when he was absent 
at his farm, or was holding Indian treaties, or otherwise unable to attend; that he counted the Tennessee 
and other paper transferred to the Treasury before the proposition of the 9th August, 1819, was made, 
and that he took with him when he left St. Louis for Washington City in December, 1819, a considerable 
part of the funds intended to be so transferred, and made a deposit at Chilicothe and in the Branch Bank 
of the United States at Washington, which deposits made a part of the charge against him as agent of 
the bank, as contained in the monthly returns made to the Treasury in the months of January and February, 
1820; also that what I have stated before the committee, of my own knowledge, is true, and what I have 
stated as matter of opinion I believe to be true. 

By Mr. Cook: 

Question. When you discounted notes for individuals in what kind of money did you advance the 
amount of such notes? 

Answer. Those discounts were usually left in deposit and drawn for in small sums at different times; 
they were then paid, generally, in notes of the Bank of Missouri, or in such other funds as the bank had 
at the time, or as the party demanded. 

Question. Did not the amount of discounts by the Bank of Missouri always very greatly exceed the 
amount of its notes in circulation? 

Answer. It is my impression that it always greatly exceeded that amount. 

Question. Did not so much of the money advanced for discounts as exceeded the amount of the bank’s 
own paper consist of moneys deposited in it by the Government? 
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Answer. It consisted in part of such moneys, but not wholly, because some part of those moneys 
were in notes that the bank could not use. 

Question. Did the bank ever refuse to receive deposits made by General Smith as cash? 

Answer. So much of the deposit as was in cash was received as cash, so much of it as consisted of 
pills was receipted for as such, but the whole amount was credited together without distinction. 

Question. Did you, in receiving deposits from the Land Offices, ever keep a separate account of paper 
and of cash? 

Answer. A memorandum of the sort of funds received was kept by the Cashier, but it did not go into 
the books of the bank. But in private accounts with individuals a separate account was in some instances 
kept for cash and for notes, by inserting in the ledger, opposite to the sums paid, the words “cash” or 
“foreign notes,” as the case might be. When deposits were made on account of the United States, a 
certificate was issued by the Cashier, stating whether the deposit had been made in cash, or in such notes 
as the Land Offices were directed to receive. 

Question. Was not the principal part of the funds deposited by Government in the Bank of Missouri 
transferred to the Branch Bank of the United States at Louisville, and to other banks in Kentucky? 

Answer. There was no transfer made to any other bank in Kentucky but the bank at Louisville. The 
transfers made by the bank will appear in the communication of the Treasurer, No. 2, dated March 1, 1823. 

Question. Were not the funds which you say were worth four per cent. premium, and paid over by 
the bank to Government, derived from the Government deposits ? 

Answer, Some part of them might have been; the greater part was by the purchase of bills on the 
Government sent to the Bank of the United States at Philadelphia, and to the Branch Bank of the United 
States at Washington City, for collection on the part of the bank. 

Question. Were not these bills paid for in the funds that had been deposited in the bank by the 
Government ? 

Answer. They were paid for out of the general funds of the bank. 

Question. Did such general fund embrace the public deposits ? 

Answer. There was no distinct account kept between the public funds and the general funds of the 
bank. 

Question. Was any premium paid by the bank on these Government bills in their purchase; and if 
so, on how many and to what amount? 

Answer. A premium was frequently paid by the bank upon such purchase; I cannot say, without a 
reference to the books of the bank, to what amount; a premium of two per cent. has in some cases been 
paid, but it varied from par to one and a half and two per cent. When the bank sold their own bills on 
the Bank of the United States it sold them at four per cent. premium. 

Question. By what means did the Bank of Missouri acquire funds in the Bank of the United States 
on which it could draw bills? 

Answer. By collections made in the Bank of the United States for and on account of the Bank of 
—— and, perhaps, in some instances, by deposits made there by individuals to the credit of the Bank 
of Missouri. 

Question. What description of debts were they which were collected by the Bank of the United 
States for the Bank of Missouri? 

Answer. A part of them were bills drawn by individuals, and a part of them were bills drawn by 
persons authorized to draw on the Secretary of the Treasury for the expenditure of public moneys; much 
the greater part, I believe, however, were bills drawn by individuals. 

Question. You stated that the Government funds in the Bank of Missouri, at the time it suspended 
cash payments, consisted of bills which could not be converted into cash, or such suspension would not 
have happened. I wish you now to state what amount of bills deposited on account of the Government 
was in the Bank of Missouri at the time the suspension of cash payments took place ? 

Answer. I was not correctly understood if it was supposed that I said that the Government funds in 
bank at the time of the suspension consisted of bills. Although a credit then stood on the books of the 
bank to the United States, the money corresponding with that credit was not actually in the bank. The 
amount due the Government, as appeared on the books of the bank, was very near the amount allowed as 
a permanent deposit, which was payable six months after the bank ceased to be employed as an office of 
public deposit. 

Question. What sum did then remain in bank of bills which had been entered to the credit of the 
United States ? 

Answer, A very small amount—perhaps about $5,000. 

Question. When the arrangement was made with the Bank of Missouri under which it was to retain 
a permanent deposit, what was the amount first understood it should so retain? 

Answer. $150,000. 

Question. Was there not an arrangement made with the Secretary of the Treasury, by letters of 
August and September, 1819, by which the same moneys were to have been received by the Government 
(or a considerable portion of them) as were received under the subsequent arrangement of March, 1820? 
And did not the bank fail to comply with the first arrangement alluded to ? 

Answer. The letter of the bank of August 9, 1819, and the arrangement made by me in March, 1820, 
will answer that question. Whatever paper, under the first arrangement, was not transferred, the bank, 
of course, was accountable for in cash. 

Question. Was not a part of the same paper which was to have been transferred under the first 
arrangement afterwards received under the second in a depreciated state ? 

Answer. No. I believe that all the paper transferred to the Government was of the same value at the 
time of the transfer as it was at the time it was agreed to be transferred by letter of the 9th of August. 

Question. Was not a considerable part of the paper transferred under the arrangement contained in 
the letter of March 20, 1820, greatly below par? 

Answer. It was. 

Question. What amount of it, as nearly as you can recollect, was below par? 

Answer. Something more than $100,000. 

Question. Did the Bank of Missouri ever receive an answer from the Secretary of the Treasury to the 
following clause in a letter signed by Aug. Chouteau, President, and dated August 9, 1819, viz: . 

“As to the Bank of Edwardsville, the only one near us, we cannot give it our confidence. Their 
paper is received with distrust even in their own neighborhood, and passed from hand to hand as soon as 
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possible. Owing to the intimate connexion which it had with the Bank of St. Louis, which cannot pay 
its debts, and has entirely discontinued business, the capital stock of that bank has been taken, for the 
most part, and is now owned by five or six individuals, some of them living out of the State, and the 
direction secured to such persons as they may choose to appoint. There are other objections, which we 
forbear to mention.” 

Answer. I never saw any answer to this clause, and believe that none was ever received by the bank, 

Question. Was the opinion here expressed by the Bank of Missouri concerning the Bank of Edwards- 
ville continued to be entertained by the former for any length of time after the date of that letter, and 
how long? 

Answer. I cannot positively say as to any other person but myself; but my impressions were changed 
after I understood from common report that the Bank of Edwardsville had determined to forfeit the stock 
of those persons who should not pay the requisitions of the bank. I understood that General Payne, of 
Kentucky, and others, were stockholders to a large amount, and I believed that they would fail to pay for 
the stock subscribed if demanded in cash, This, I think, was my impression at the time; but it was 
derived merely from report then prevailing. 

THOS. F. RIDDICK. 


Exhibit of the amount, &c., deposited in the Bank of Missouri by the Receivers of the Land Offices at Kaskaskia, 
Franklin, St. Louis, and Edwardsville, as contained in twenty-six certificates of deposit, enclosed in q 
communication from the Secretary of the Treasury, of June 8, 1824, to the commitice appointed on the 
address of N. Edwards. 











DEPOSITED. 
222 | Bete 
g 2Sge 
Land Offices. Date of the certifi- “4 2s 2 - S es Amount of 
cates of deposit. % Bez £ 5 2 each deposit. 

2282 | 224. 

2758 Bsze2 3 

Z sMH 2 aes at 
PEIN SGbsbesahvsbuosssassasaneess pbapisousscheauseeaebbeeeseaeu® ..»| September 4, 1818 $20,243 00 $4,236 21 $24,479 21 
October —_3, 1818 9,887 00 2,698 81 12,585 81 
November 23, 1818 9,990 00 6,010 45 16,000 45 
December 1, 1818 6,139 00 861 00 7,000 00 
February 5, 1819 8,129 00 3.611 00 11,740 00 
Franklin...........- bas abobbseassahen ee seeebeseensie séabeuewesen: eseeeees| December 7, 1818 50,446 00 7,078 87 57,524 87 
January 14, 1819 38, 322 00 5,245 62 43, 567 62 
January 20,1819 2,776 00 70 2,776 70 
February 6, 1819 28,479 00 1,775 19 30,254 19 
March 22, 1819 14,258 00 86 14,258 86 
March 24, 1819 73,924 00 27,078 00 101,002 00 
March _—24, 1819 7,235 00 20,800 00 58,035 00 
April 29, 1819 16,667 00 209 04 16,876 04 
May 25, 1819 42,834 00 28, 734 30 71,568 30 
June 19, 1819 18,670 00 44,353 02 63,023 02 
June QZ, 1B1D [..cies soacceccccee 2,080 16 2,080 16 
BSE. TOMES . 0.0.00.0:0000:0000.0000:0000000000 0000005 00ers eseesecccccecscece cece October 6, 1818 23,315 00 2,309 04 25,624 04 
November 3, 1818 10, 225 00 1,775 00 12,000 00 
December 2, 1818 7,802 00 199 00 8,001 00 
December 17, 1818 15,500 00 328 43 15, 828 43 
February 5, 1819 9,825 00 = |.rcccccccccccsccees 9,825 00 
February 26, 1819 33,916 00 810 00 34, 726 00 
March 30, 1819 23,464 00 1,415 00 24,879 00 
April 30, 1818 40,364 00 5,758 59 46, 122 59 
BA WATASVAC. 4 0.0.0.s.0.0:0.0:0:00 0000000000000 060000.0000000000060000 00008006 sees} September 26, 1818 7,080 00 1,135 00 8,215 00 
October 29, 1818 4,000 00 J... reccsecece os 4,000 00 
553,490 00 168,503 29 721,993 29 

















James L. AntHony sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards: 

I am a clerk in the office of the Secretary of the Treasury. I first heard of Mr. Stephenson’s alleged 
letter to the Department since Mr. Edwards’ memorial was presented to Congress. I have at all times 
free access to the room in which the bank letters are kept, and have had occasionally to go there to 
consult those letters with respect to deposits by individuals in payment of debts to the Government. I 
was not consulted previously to the report made by the Treasury to Congress on the subject of its corre- 
spondence with the banks as to my knowledge of the receipt of the alleged letter from Mr. Stephenson. I 
have not hd@rd that that letter has been found in the Department since Mr. Edwards’ memorial was 
presented; nor have I ever heard from any person in the Department, or in any way connected with it, 
or from any other person, that such a letter ever was there, or that the Secretary of the Treasury had at 


any time seen it. 
J. L. ANTHONY. 


Joun Forsytn, of the House of Representatives, sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards: 
I first heard of the alleged letter of Mr. Stephenson to the Treasury after Mr. Edwards’ memorial was 
presented to Congress. A day or two after Mr. Crawford’s report came into Congress I read that report, 
but had no conversation with any person respecting Mr. Stephenson’s letter until afterwards. I never 
have heard from the Secretary of the Treasury, from any person connected with the Treasury Department, 
or from any member of Congress, that such a letter has been found. I was shown by a member of the 
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House of Representatives a letter from a gentleman in Richmond, in which the writer stated that a 
passenger on board the steamboat from Washington down the river had said that Mr. Cook, a member of 
Congress from Illinois, had Mr. Crawford’s answer to the letter of Mr. Stephenson ready to produce; on 
which I called upon the Secretary of the Treasury, and mentioned to him what I had heard. He replied, 


“it was possible, but it scarcely could be so.” 
JOHN FORSYTH. 


JONATHAN JENNINGS, Of the House of Representatives, sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards: 
By Mr. Cook: 

Question. In the report made by the Secretary of the Treasury to Congress, February 14, 1822, he 
states that “for the public money on deposit in the Bank of Vincennes at the time of its failure collateral 
security has been obtained.” I wish you to state your knowledge of the nature of that security. 

Answer. The collateral security consisted of assignments of certain bonds given to the Bank of 
Vincennes in behalf of the State of Indiana, and a note of a Mr. Piatt and his endorsers, as also a transfer, 
in trust for the use of the United States, of certain real property. The value of the collateral security, 
when given, I should have estimated, provided there had been no substantial objections to the character 
and circumstances under which the assignments and transfer were made, as being worth a sum not to 
exceed $80,000; the greater part of which, however, since the assignments and transfer, owing to various 
causes, has become unavailable to the United States, and, in my opinion, the residue will not yield more 
than twenty thousand dollars. 

Question. Do you know of any steps taken since the arrangement of 1821 to get security for 
this debt ? 

Answer. I know of none except what was obtained through General Noble, at Brookville, Indiana, 
in the year 1822, of the value of which I am unacquainted. 

By Mr. Floyd: 

Question. Had you any agency in procuring the Bank of Vincennes to be made a depository of public 
moneys ? 

aay, Among others I recommended that measure. The bank then appeared from its quarterly 
returns, submitted to me as Governor of the State, to be entirely solvent. Those returns contained only 
the general accounts of the bank; nor was the institution required by any provision of its charter to 
submit any list of its debtors, and the amount owing by each, to any State authority, which it uniformly 
refused to do when applied to for that purpose. 

Question. When the bank thus refused, and you were Governor, did you communicate that refusal to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, or did you at any time express to him any doubts or suspicions touching 
its solvency ? 

Answer. I never entertained any doubt of the solvency or integrity of the Bank of Vincennes until 
late in the year 1820, and the records of the State Government will show that, in my communications to 
the Legislature, I did not recommend an examination into the situation of the bank until December, 1820; 
prior to which time it will appear, however, from the communications of the Secretary of the Treasury to 
the bank, that the latter had committed ‘‘a breach of its engagement” with the former, in failing to pay 
drafts drawn by the Treasurer as early as the 19th of October, 18th of November, and 28th of December, 
1819, and 10th of March, 1820, of which failure to pay those drafts I have no recollection of having had 
any information until the session of Congress before the last. I was informed, however, of one small 
draft, drawn on the bank by the Treasury, having been dishonored during the winter of 182021, shortly 
before I personally examined said bank. Upon this examination I discovered the bank had not two 
hundred dollars of available funds, and that a draft drawn upon it for moneys, in favor of the Pension 
Agent, for the Indiana roll, had been diverted from its legitimate object, to the prejudice of the Govern- 
ment. I advised the Secretary of War of the circumstances. I made no communication to the Secretary 
of the Treasury when the bank declined giving a list of its debtors and the amount owing by each. The 
bank was not bound to give such list, nor was it required by me only in compliance with resolutions of 
the Legislature, nor was it incumbent on me, or necessary, to detail to the Treasury Department such 
refusal on the part of the bank, and the reasons offered by the bank as inducing a refusal on its part to 
give publicity to such list, inasmuch as the Secretary of the Treasury made the rendition of such list by 
the bank, quarter-yearly to himself, a condition upon which deposits were to be made in the Bank of 


Vincennes, and which was acceded to by the latter. 
JONATHAN JENNINGS. 


Lanepon Cueves sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards: 

I became President of the Bank of the United States on March 6, 1819, and continued till the begin- 
ning of January, 1823. I know but very little concerning the liability of local banks to the Government 
of the United States. My duties in the United States Bank consisted wholly of superintendence; I could 
not concern myself with the details of its business. I considered the liability of local banks to the 
Government as a matter external to the business of the United States Bank. The chief of what I do 
know on that subject is derived from a letter from the Cashier of the Bank of Edwardsville to the Cashier 
of the Branch Bank of the United States at Louisville, dated May 2, 1820, a copy of which I now produce. 
[Here Mr. Cheves read the letter.] . 

Question. When the Treasury of the United States gave drafts to the Bank of the United States on 
any of the local banks, did the Bank of the United States feel itself bound to receive in payment-of such 
drafts anything else than its own paper or the legal currency of the country ? 

Answer. The Bank of the United States did not feel itself legally bound to receive anything but its 
own paper and the legal currency of the country; but it was in the habit, with a view of being. useful to 
the Government and the country, of recciving almost anything that it could convert. safely and conve- 
niently into cash. ; ; : 

Question. The rule of the United States Bank in receiving deposits is, that when a deposit is made 
generally, the bank is liable for. the amount of such deposit in cash,-is it not?. 

Answer. That is the general rule, to which I recollect: but one exception, which was under a particular 
arrangement in respect to certain western. banks, by which the: bank received deposits from Receivers of 
Public Moneys in current bills of these banks, and credited them as cash on the-condition that, if not duly 
paid, they should again be charged to the Government. . 
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Question. This exception grew out of an arrangement which took place after you entered into the 
superintendency of the United States Bank, did it not? 

Answer. Yes. 

By Mr. Forsyth: 

Question. Do you know what is the per centage of the loss of the United States Bank on their debts 
in the western States ? 

Answer. I cannot state with accuracy. It exceeded ten per cent., and amounted, perhaps, to fifteen, 

Question. As President of the Bank, you had, of course, constant intercourse with the Secretary of 
the Treasury. Can you testify as to the zeal, integrity, and ability with which that part of his duty which 
relates to the collection of the public moneys was performed, so far as it came under your observation ? 

Answer. I had much and anxious intercourse with the Secretary of the Treasury, personally and } 
letter, in relation to the currency of the country and the collection of the public debts, as well in the 
Atlantic as the western States. It was a crisis of unexampled difficulty. The great object was to 
restore and preserve a sound currency, generally, through the Union. As it regarded the Atlantic portions 
of the Union, it appeared to my judgment to involve the soundness of the currency; but as it regarded 
the western States it seemed to me to involve the existence of any currency at all. I understood 
distinctly that it was the object of the Secretary of the Treasury, in the western States, to prevent its 
sudden and total prostration. In my opinion the Secretary of the Treasury displayed much ability, great 
zeal and industry, perfect integrity, and commanded as much success as was practicable under the 
circumstances of the times. 

By Mr. Cook: 

Question. In expressing this opinion, do you do it with a full knowledge of the connexion between 
the Treasury Department and the western banks in which the public moneys were deposited, and of the 
manner in which those banks fulfilled their engagements with the Treasury ? 

Answer. I do not do it with a full knowledge of these circumstances, but I do it with a great deal of 
knowledge of the subject. If this question be intended to refer to my answers to previous questions 
concerning the arrangements between the western banks and the Government, it is necessary to state 
that I understood those questions and answers to refer to the details which governed the transactions of 
those banks with the Government, of which I am ignorant; but the answer which I have just given refers 
to the general conduct and the success of the measures of the Treasury; and I know them from my 
correspondence and intercourse with the Secretary, and from the operations of the Bank of the United 
States, through which large sums of money were collected for the use of the Government in the western 


States. 
LANGDON CHEVES. 


Hon. Nriy1an Epwarps sworn, by order of the committee: 
By Mr. Livingston: 

Question. You stated in an examination before a former committee, in your answer to the 8th interroga- 
tory, that you had prevailed upon Colonel Stephenson to write a letter to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
relative to the propriety of continuing deposits of public money in the Bank of Edwardsville, and that 
you saw him write the letter and enclose a publication made by you therein. The committee wish to 
know whether you read that letter immediately after it was written, and, more particularly than is stated 
in that deposition, what passed between yourself and Colonel Stephenson on that occasion ? 

Answer. The circumstances under which it was written were these: Colonel Stephenson was at that 
time the Receiver of Public Moneys, and also the President of the bank. He was very unwilling that I 
should withdraw from the bank, and supposed that my doing so would be likely to impair its credit and 
increase the responsibility upon him for the deposits in it. I was myself glad of the opportunity of 
circumstances so favorable to my advising him, with success, to write the letter to the Secretary, and he 
was very easily prevailed on to do so, and applied to me to write such a letter for him as I thought he 
ought to write to the Secretary, and I accordingly wrote the draught of such letter, went to his office, remained 
there until he had copied it, and afterwards compared the copy made by him with the draught. At the same 
time that he wrote the letter, he enclosed, to be sent with it, as I believe was his intention, a printed copy 
of my publication announcing my intention to withdraw from the Bank of Edwardsville. I have no doubt 
that he sent the letter, because, from the conversation I had with him, it appeared to be his desire to send 
it, so far as I could discover, and his subsequent conversation left no doubt on my mind that he did send it. 
I have no recollection of having seen the original draught above mentioned from the time it was copied by 
Colonel Stephenson until the time of my late return to Edwardsville. It was then shown to me by 
Thomas Lippincot, who was employed in doing business in the Land Office, and who took it, in my 
presence, from among the files of that office. The copy now presented was made out, I think, by himself, 
and is either sworn or affirmed to as atrue one. Mr. Lippincot is a gentleman of fair and respectable 
character, and, as I understand and believe, was secretary or clerk to one branch of the last Legislature 
of Illinois. Although I cannot swear that this is a literal copy of the original draught, I know it to be 
substantially correct, nor have I the least doubt of its being literally so. Upon the original draught, as 
found on the files of the office, was an endorsement in the handwriting of Mr. Stephenson, the words of 
which were, as far as I recollect, the following: “Copy to the Treasury Department, October, 1819,” or 
words to that effect. An additional reason which induces me to believe that the letter was sent is, that 
the said Mr. Lippincot also showed me the copy of another letter, which he took from the files of the office, 
which was in the handwriting of Colonel Stephenson, the late Receiver, and purported to be a letter from 
the said Receiver to Mr. Crawford, dated, I think, the 22d October, 1819, which, from the subject of it, 
appears to refer to the before described Ictter. 

By Mr. Forsyth: 

Question. Was there any part of the original draught of the letter from Mr. Stevenson of October 12, 
1819, underscored ? 

Answer. I do not recollect that there was. I perceive that there is an underscoring in a part of the 
copy now presented, which may have been done in consequence of the object for which this copy was 
taken, which originally was not that it might be sworn to, but that it might be published. It was sworn 
to subsequently to the arrival of the summons from this committee to myself. 

Question. Was that underscoring made by you, or at your request? 
Answer. I do not think it was made by me, and I do not remember that it was made at my request. 
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I do suppose it was made by the gentleman who took the copy, and that it was done by him in consequence 
of his knowledge of my object in searching for the letter. 

Question. You say that you perceive a part of the copy is underscored. Is this the first time you 
have noticed the circumstance ? 

Answer. I do not recollect noticing it heretofore; but think it is highly probable that I did, as a copy 
was intended for publication, and this is a point to which I should naturally have wished to cail the public 
attention, and of which wish the gentleman who made the copy was well apprised. 

Question. Your belief is that this underscoring was done before the affidavit was attached to the copy? 

Answer. Such is my belief; I have no doubt of it. 

Question. This copy has been already published. Have you seen the publication of it in one of the 
public newspapers of this city ? 

Answer. I have. 

Question. Was the copy for that publication furnished by you? 

Answer. I submit to the committee whether that is a proper question. 

[ Mr. Forsyth here stated that he had a particular reason for making the inquiry; the letter as 

ublished contains a part in italics, which corresponds to the part underscored in the copy now presented; 
and he wished to ask whether the types of the publication were set from this copy ?] 

Answer. I have no objection to answer, provided the committee think it a proper question. This 
copy is that from which I suppose the publication was made, as it was furnished by myself for that 
purpose. 
om Question. How long was it out of your hands ? 

Answer. Not more than a day or two, as well as I can recollect. 

Question. Was it sent to the editors of the paper in which it was published, or was it delivered 
personally ? 

Answer. I do not recollect which; my impression is, that I delivered it to some person to take it to 
the printers; probably Mr. Cook. Whoever took it, I consider the act as equivalent to a personal delivery 
of it by myself. 

Question. Did you search, or cause search to be made, in the office of the Receiver at Edwardsville, 
for the answer of the Treasury Department to the letter of which you now present a copy ? 

Answer. I went to the office for the special purpose of endeavoring to ascertain if there was not a 
letter in it from Mr. Crawford to the late Receiver, directing him to continue the deposits in the Bank of 
Edwardsville. 

Question. Did you find the answer to the letter of which you now present a copy ? 

Answer. I found a letter from Mr. Crawford of the 6th of August, 1819, I think; another of the Ist 
of November, same year; and one of April, (probably the 20th,) 1820. The second of these, viz: that of 
the lst of November, it is my opinion, was written in consequence of the letter of the Receiver of October 
12, 1819. 

Question. You state in your examination before the committee of the last Congress that Colonel 
Stephenson informed you, after he had written that letter, that he received a letter from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, directing him to continue the deposits in the Bank of Edwardsville. In your letter to the 
Secretary of the 9th February, 1822, you say that he (meaning Mr. Stephenson) informed you that that 
letter had been answered. I wish to know exactly what the declaration made to you by Mr. Stephenson 
was; whether he said that he had received an answer to the letter, or whether he said that he had received 
a letter directing him to continue the deposits in the Edwardsville Bank ? 

Answer, The letter of the 12th October was written previously to my coming on to Congress. On 
my return from Congress, after the session succeeding the date of this letter, I asked the Receiver what 
answer Mr. Crawford had given to that letter? He told me either that he had received a letter from Mr. 
Crawford, directing him to continue the deposits, or that Mr. Crawford had written to him, directing him 
to do so; from which I understood him that he had received an answer from Mr. Crawford. I am positive 
he told me that he had received a letter from Mr. Crawford, directing him to continue the deposits; but 
whether he alluded to the letter of the 1st November, 1819, or to that of the 20th April, 1820, or to any 
other letter in particular, I do not know; for I do not recollect to have seen either of these letters from 
Mr. Crawford until my late return to Edwardsville. 

Question. Did not you consider that letter, which you draughted for Mr. Stephenson, as a letter from the 
Receiver of Public Moneys to the Secretary of the Treasury ? 

Answer. It was certainly a letter from the Receiver of Public Moneys; but he was at the same time 
President of the Bank of Edwardsville. I perceive from the copy it is dated at the “ Receiver’s Office;” 
I know that the Receiver’s letter was written there from the draught alluded to. 

Question. You state that you returned from Congress in the spring of 1819, and found the Bank of 
Edwardsville under great pressure. I wish to know whether you apprised the Secretary of the Treasury 
that such was the fact, or advised the Receiver of Public Moneys to withhold deposits in that bank on 
account of it? 

Answer. I do not recollect that I did write directly to the Secretary myself, but I am under an 
impression that the President of the bank did write him a letter, the object of which was to induce him 
to forbear drawing upon the bank while it was under difficulty. I made a communication to Colonel 
Johnson during that summer, whose brother-in-law held more stock in the bank than any other person, 
of the difficulties with which the bank was then struggling, and with a view that he should, and the 
expectation that he would, communicate the same to Mr. Crawford. I am induced to believe that he did 
so from a letter from Mr. Crawford to Colonel Johnson of the 15th July, 1819, which I now submit to the 
committee, and which acknowledges the receipt of a communication from me to Colonel Johnson upon 
the subject alluded to. Nothing of this, however, was done with a view to show Mr. Crawford the danger 
to Government of continuing the deposits in that bank, but rather to induce him not to draw upor it at 
that particular time. 

The difficulties of the bank I considered, at that time, but temporary; I thought it could be conducted 
through them, and did not fecl myself at liberty to withdraw from it until this had been done; which, 
finally, was effected, as I conceive, in a great measure, by my own diligent management of, and my 
assistance to the bank. 

_ I do not recollect that I did, particularly, advise the Receiver of Public Moneys to withhold deposits 
in the Edwardsville Bank at that time, nor until after I had made my publication in the St. Louis 
Enquirer, 
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Question. After your publication, and when you considered the bank as out of danger, you then 


advised the Receiver to withhold deposits ? 
ject, in that publication, was to free myself from all responsibility for the bank; 


Answer. Yes. My obj 
to state what I believed to be the real truth concerning it, and to leave the public and the Secretary to 
judge for themselves how far they could confide in it without any responsibility on my part. 

Question. You state that you enclosed a copy of this publication to Mr. Crawford. Was it accom- 
panied with anything written to him, or simply covered with an envelope and directed to him ? 

Answer. I think it was simply enclosed and directed to him; and that nothing was written but the 
direction. 

Question. Did you not write, at Mrs. Stephenson’s request, a letter purporting to be from her to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and dated September 18, 1819? 

Answer. I submit to the committee whether this is a proper question. I am perfectly willing to 
answer it if they so decide, and I am also willing to waive the objection. 

[The committee having decided that the question was a proper one. ] 

Answer. I did write a letter for Mrs. Stephenson, which I believe she copied, signed, and, I have no 
doubt, sent in reply to a letter from Mr. Crawford to Colonel Stephenson, which was received during his 
absence on a journey to Kentucky; and the original draught, which was written by myself, I have lately seen 
on the files of the Receiver’s office at Edwardsville. 

Question. Do you recollect whether Mr. Stephenson was in Edwardsville at the time your publication 
in the Enquirer appeared ? 

Answer. I do not. 

Question. After your publication, and before the writing of this letter of Mr. Stephenson’s, which you 


allege to have been written, you knew that complaints had been made, on the part of the Treasury, of his 
withholding deposits of public moneys in his hands ? 

Answer. I have no knowledge of having seen or heard anything on that subject, saving the letter 
which arrived at Edwardsville, directed to Colonel Stephenson, during his absence. 

Question. Do you, or not, know that before or about the time of this transaction, in the spring, 
summer, or fall of 1819, Colonel Stephenson had loaned large sums of money to different individuals ? 

Answer. I do not recollect of knowing or hearing of any such loans by him. A list, I understood, 
was found after his death of moneys loaned; but this was subsequent to the time mentioned in the 
question, nor do I remember of hearing the name of more than one individual to whom it was then 
ascertained he had loaned money. 

Question. You insinuate in your memorial to Congress that there was a letter written by Mr. Crawford 
to the Receiver at Edwardsville, which was, in reality, an answer to the letter alleged by you to have 
been written by Mr. Stephenson, but which was so contrived as to appear not to be such an answer; can 
you assign any conceivable motive which could lead to such a course, on the part of Mr. Crawford, at 
that time ? 

Answer. Mr. Crawford, as I believe, had received much information against the bank at Edwardsville, 
some of which appears in the documents, and particularly the letter of the President of the Bank of 
Missouri, dated, I think, August 9, 1819. This was naturally calculated to excite his fears for the safety 
of the deposits; my withdrawal from the bank was calculated to confirm those fears; and I think it 
highly probable that he might not have been willing to disclose any circumstance which was calculated 
to increase his responsibility for continuing those deposits in that bank; and I believe those deposits 
were continued there more through the influence of General Payne and his connexions than from that of 
any other persons. 

Question. I understand you, then, to say that Mr. Crawford, at that time, anticipated the failure of 
that bank, and sought to provide a screen from the responsibility of having continued the public 
deposits there ? 

Answer. My opinion is, that he did receive my publication and the Receiver’s letter, and that he has 
withheld them, and I have already assigned the motive which I supposed might have governed him in 
doing so; but whether that resulted from an actual anticipation of the failure of the bank, or from an 
apprehension only that it might fail, I do not undertake to decide. 

Question. You say that you determined to sustain that bank, and you lay great stress on the 
circumstance of your withdrawal from it; will you state how you were enabled to sustain it? 

Answer. I endeavored to sustain it by my influence, by my own funds, and by my personal attention 


to it. 
Question. Did you make any deposit about that time with a view to sustain it; and if so, to what 


amount ? 

Answer. I aided it by advancing my own money or bills; but cannot say to what amount. I held 
myself ready to give it further assistance if it had required it. 

Question. When you stated that you did not see the draught of the Receiver’s letter until “your late 
return to Edwardsville,” did you mean your return in April or May last? 

Answer. I did. 

Question. Did you see that draught after it was copied by the Receiver and examined, and previously 
to its being taken from the files by Mr. Lippincott? 

Answer. Not that I recollect. 

Question. Was a letter-book kept in the office of the Receiver at Edwardsville ? 

Answer. I believe there is. 

Question. Is this letter from the Receiver copied in that book ? 

Answer, I think that in the letter-book I saw that letter does not appear. There are also other letters, 
and one or more, I think, from Mr. Crawford, which are on the files in the office, which are not recorded 
in the book I examined; or if they were, I did not see them. 

Question. Are there any of the letters from the Receiver to the Department of the Treasury of the 
same year with the alleged letter, which are not recorded in that book? I include Mrs. Stephenson’s 
letter in this question. 

Answer. My examination of the letter-book was so slight that I cannot pretend to say whether it was 
so or not. I do not recollect whether Mrs. Stephenson’s letter appears upon the letter-book or not. It is 
my impression that Mr. Crawford’s letter of the Ist of November, 1819, is not recorded in the book that 


I saw; though I cannot speak with certainty about it. 
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Question. Were you not engaged prior to your journey to Edwardsville in preparing a publication 
with respect to these documents against Mr. Crawford ? 

Answer. To that question I positively object. My communication to the House is here; it speaks for 
itself. It cannot be material when or where it was written. [The committee decided he was not bound 
to answer. | 

Question. You have stated in your communication to the House of Representatives that you are the 
author of these A. B. publications which accompanied your address; are you not also the author of the 
other A. B. publications which appeared either before or since in the Washington Republican, against the 
Secretary of the Treasury ? 

Answer. 'To that question I object to answer. I am answerable only for those A.B. publications 
which I have acknowledged. [The committee decided that he was not bound to answer. } 

Question. Have you not, at another time, denied your being the author of the said A. B. publications 
which you now avow ? 

Answer. To this question I also object to answer. [The committee decided that he was not bound 
to answer. | 

Question. The packet I now present to you contains the original address presented by you to the 
House of Representatives; will you please to separate those parts of that address which were sent to this 
city by mail from those parts which were supplied after its arrival here ? 

Answer. The communication is before the House as a whole, and as a whole was referred to this 
committee. I do not feel myself under any obligation to state how its several parts got here. [The 
committee decided that he was not bound to answer. ] 

Question. I wish to know whether you are not the author of the printed letter now shown to you, 
and which is contained in the Washington Gazette of December 24, 1821, and dated the 12th of that 
month, and purporting to be written by a gentleman in Ohio? 

Answer. I do not consider myself bound to answer the question, unless the committee shall so direct 
me. [The committee decided that he was not bound to answer. ] 

Question. Are you the author of all those A. B. publications which accompany your memorial to 
Congress ? 

Answer. I am. 

Question. Were not the materials of your memorial to Congress collected and prepared by you before 
you had seen that letter of Mr. Crawford to Congress, which you allege to be the ground of that memorial? 

Answer. I had no intention last session of attacking Mr. Crawford, unless it should be necessary to 
my own defence, or unless I myself had been attacked. I had no knowledge of Mr. Crawford’s report 
until the morning after it was made; a copy of it was then brought to my room by Mr. Cook, in conse- 
quence of which I changed my determination to have left here on that day, and endeavored then to collect 
such documents as I thought might be useful to me in case I should reply to it. Not one word of my 
address to the House was written in the city of Washington, nor have I any recollection of having 
conversed on the subject of Mr. Crawford’s report but with three members of the House of Representatives, 
viz: Mr. Cook, Colonel Moore, and Mr. Campbell, of Ohio. I left the city the next day, the 24th, without 
any settled plan of answering it; and with the aid of no other materials than those I collected here in the 
city and my own memory. In making the references which are contained in my address to the House of 
Representatives I had recourse in general to the A. B. publications which I had collected here, and 
which contained a reference to those documents. I occasionally made some notes on my journey to 
Wheeling, where my address was written, and from which place it was sent to this city; and I expect 
the documents referred to by Mr. Forsyth as having been furnished here were obtained by Mr. Cook, to 
whom I wrote for that purpose. I regretted the necessity that I felt myself under to write at all, and 
would not have done so if I could have hoped, by any more pacific means that would not have been 
degrading, to have obtained a withdrawal of an insinuation which I conceived was calculated to injure 
me. Every single thing used in my address to the House was collected from a mass of my own private 
papers, and by two of my friends, as they could get them elsewhere, after the report of Mr. Crawford 
was presented. These things, thus collected, with the aid of my own memory, constituted the materials 
from which my address to the House was written. 

Question. Did you not, immediately after Mr. Crawford’s report was made to Congress, and before you 
left this city, state to Mr. Campbell, of Ohio, that you then had twenty or thirty pages prepared against 
Mr. Crawford? State what conversation took place between you and Mr. Campbell on that subject. 

Answer, I think it was on the morning I left this city that I met with Mr. Campbell, who introduced 
a conversation concerning this report of Mr. Crawford’s by asking me whether I had seen the report, and 
appeared, from the remarks which he made, to consider that report as containing an attack upon me. He 
spoke of its being presented at so late a period of the session. In the course of the conversation I 
mentioned to him that I considered it on this last account as being very ungenerous, or words to that 
effect. I stated to him that I had, during last summer, received information that I was to be attacked at 
the then ensuing session of Congress; and I think it is probable I stated to him the particulars of that 
information. Thinking it so probable that I may have stated it, I will now repeat what the information 
was: In travelling through Kentucky last summer, in Russeisville I received a confidential communi- 
cation from Virginia, stating that I was to be attacked, as is before alleged; that Governor Coles, of 
Illinois, was expected to co-operate in the attack, and advising me to come on a week or two before the 
meeting of Congress, to be prepared for it. In consequence of this information, and not expecting to 
return. home for some considerable time, I wrote to Mr. Cook to cali upon Governor Coles upon the 
subject; and I have since seen a correspondence between Mr. Cook and Mr. Coles on the subject, which I 
mention because it affords to any who may be inclined to make further inquiry the means of ascertaining 
the truth of the fact. Under an expectation thus produced, I had been engaged in writing and preparing 
for the warfare which I expected was to come on; and I believe I stated that fact to Mr. Campbell. I 
know that I alluded to it in speaking to him, but there is nothing copied into my address that I had 
previously written with that view. In consequence of the impression which Mr. Campbell’s conversation 
left upon my mind, that he thought I ought to answer Mr. Crawford’s statement, I wrote back to him, 
while on my journey, that I should do so the first leisure time I got, and intimated that I did not expect 
: occupy more than three hours in doing it. I do not know whether he received the letter, but I expect 
that he did. : 

Question. Did you not state in that conversation to Mr. Campbell that you had written twenty or 
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thirty pages against Mr. Crawford, which you could not complete until you got to Wheeling, for want of 
documents which you expected to find there ? 

Answer. I do not recollect that I made such a statement to Mr, Campbell; but I think I made some 
allusion to what I had written, and stated some things in general terms, admitting my preparation to 
meet, and determination to repel, an attack that I had expected would have been made upon me; but I 
cannot suppose that I could have stated to him anything like preparation for the particular case of Mr, 
Crawford’s report, which was entirely unexpected to me. 

Question. In one of the A. B. publications which accompany your memorial to the House of Represen- 
tatives, you refer to a short article, calling the public attention to suppressions by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, which produced an investigation in that House. Do you allude in this part of your publication 
to the article which was the foundation of what you call, in your address, the A.B. plot? [The committee 
decided that this question was inadmissible. ] 

Question. When did you reach Wheeling after leaving this city on the 24th of March last? 

Answer. My impression is, that I arrived there on the first Sunday in April, which was the 4th day of 
that month. 

Question. When did you leave Wheeling ? 

Answer. I have no distinct recollection of the precise day, but think it was on or about the 12th of 
April. 
Question. Did you apply to the President of the United States or the Secretary of State, before you 
left Washington, for permission to remain here for a short time, for the purpose of defending yourself 
from the accusation which you understood Mr. Crawford to have brought against you? 

Answer. I did not. Ihave never seen the President since I saw the report of Mr. Crawford to Congress, 

Question. Was there anything in your instructions which prevented you from remaining in Washington 
which did not equally apply to your remaining at Wheeling on this business ? 

Answer. I had no written instructions at that time; but the President had expressed great anxiety 
that I should get off as soon as possible; and the arrangement was, that I should leave this city so as to 
attend to my own business, and be ready to meet the vessel at New Orleans on the Ist of June at 
furthest, which was to carry me out. In conformity to which I left this city on the 24th, went to 
Baltimore to settle some private business, and also to lay in some articles which I intended to take to 
Mexico. I afterwards went to Wheeling, where I also had private business to attend to connected with 
a part of my business in Baltimore. 

Question. You knew then that you were not expected to leave the United States till the Ist of June? 

Answer. The arrangement was, that I should reach New Orleans by the Ist of June at furthest, and this 
left me but little time, considering the extent of my business, to arrange my private affairs preparatory to 
going to Mexico. I did not believe at the time, nor do I yet believe, that the President would have 
consented to my staying for the purpose suggested by Mr. Forsyth. 

Question. Was not the vessel in which you were to embark in a course of preparation for her voyage 
when you left this city? 

Answer. If the vessel had arrived here I did not know it. It was expected that she could reach 
New Orleans about the 15th of May; but there was no certainty, and I think she had not arrived. 

Question. You say “it was expected;” what do you mean by that expression ? 

Answer. 1 waited upon the President, in consequence of a wish he had expressed for my early 
departure, and in conversation with him he requested me to go to the Secretary of the Navy and inquire 
about a vessel to carry me out on the mission. I called on the Secretary of the Navy, who called in 
Commodore Rodgers to consult upon the subject; and from them I understood that the vessel in which it 
was concluded | should go had not arrived, but was shortly thereafter expected. Commodore Rodgers 
spoke of some repairs which would have to be made upon the vessel; made some calculation as to the 
time these repairs and the voyage to New Orleans would take; and in this way “it was estimated that 
the vessel could probably reach New Orleans about the middle of May, or between that time and the 1st 
of June.” 

Question. You stopped at Wheeling, then, instead of at Washington, for your own personal 
convenience ? 

Answer. I left here because it was necessary to attend to my business at Baltimore, and a part of 
my business at Wheeling, which was in the route to my own home, that I intended to visit previous to 
my departure. 

Question. I see by referring to your address that, in addition to the numbers of the Washington 
Republican, there are ten numbered documents, from No. 1 to No. 10. Were not all these documents in 
your possession at the time Mr. Crawford’s report was made to Congress ? 

Answer. They were not. I had no expectation of such an attack as was contained in Mr. Crawford’s 
report, and had made no preparation in anticipation of such an attack as constitutes the subject of that 
report in relation to myself. 

Question. Which of these documents were then in your possession ? 

Answer. I had No, 11; I had, also, No. 7; I had the paper from which No. 3 is taken, all among my 
papers, but not collected for any purpose of attack. I may have had some of them in the published 
documents, but I think I had at that time none of those documents in my possession. I was preparing 
to leave the city, and if I had had any printed documents but my own I presume I must have returned 
them; and my own I had sent to Mr. Cook. Nothing was collected or prepared for the subject of my 
memorial, or to be used for any such purpose, till after Mr. Cook furnished me the copy of the report. 

Question. Did you send your address by mail from Wheeling ? 

[The committee decided this to be an improper question. ] 

Question. Do you know when that address arrived in Washington? 

Answer. I do not know, but presume it must have arrived here the latter part of the week before it 
was presented to Congress. After it was written, in part, it was detained for some time, with the hope that 
I should have been able to obtain a document I wanted from the residence of the Hon. Mr. Ruggles, about 
ten miles from Wheeling; to which residence I sent twice to procure it. It was kept open from the 
paragraph preceding the last on page 24 of the printed address. I had intended to have pursued the 
subject further at that time, but from indisposition, from the want of the document I desired, and from 
my anxiety not to be longer detained, I concluded not to do so, and I referred to the A. B. publications in 
consequence thereof, I had to have a copy of it made, which would of itself have occasioned some delay, 

















b 
L 
6 
L 
L 














1824. ] FINANCIAL MISMANAGEMENT. 101 





and this was increased by waiting for the document above alluded to. I sent on the copy of such part 
as was ready, as I believe, the mail before the original was forwarded. I think I enclosed it to Mr. 
Cook. When I left Wheeling my intention was to avail myself of the earliest opportunity of making 
an additional defence, and | did not expect to be able to make a full defence until I could reach 
Edwardsville, where I hoped to find some of the documents that would establish the truth of my 
statements. On my journey, at Shawneetown, in Illinois, 1 found my publication of 1819, announcing 
my intention to retire from the Bank of Edwardsville; from which place I transmitted that publication 
to this city; and after my arrival at Edwardsville I wrote another address to the House of Representa- 
tives, and had obtained documents to accompany it, which I was prepared to transmit when the Sergeant- 
at-arms arrived at my house, intending, if Congress had adjourned, to get the same inserted in the 
National Intelligencer, if I could. 

Question. Did you transmit the original of your address by mail; and if so, when did you put it into 
the post office at Wheeling ? 

Answer. I did not put it into the post office myself. I gave it to a gentleman to put in for me, the 
post oflice being at a considerable distance from my lodgings; and I expect he did so in time for its 
arrival here in the latter part of the week before it was presented to Congress. 

(Juestion. Who was that gentleman ? ' 

Answer. It was some one of the gentlemen about the house where I stayed, but I do not recollect 
which one. 

Question. On what day of your stay at Wheeling did you deliver it to him ? 

Answer. I have no recollection except from the calculation which I think I then made as to the 
eg of its arrival here, and I therefore suppose it must have been about the 10th or 12th of 
the month. 

Question. You intended, then, that it should arrive the latter part of that week? 

Answer. I knew, from the time I delivered it to be put in the mail, that it could not arrive before 
that time, and I intended it should arrive by the due course of mail. 

Question. Do you know when the copy of your address was finished ? 

Answer. Ido not know the particular day, but I think that the copy, so far as one was made, was sent 
on by the first mail after it was finished, and that it was sent in the mail before the original was sent. 

Question. Please to read this address in the Washington Republican, of January 20, 1823, signed 
A. B, and addressed to Gales & Seaton. Is that the publication to which you refer in one of the A. B. 
publications communicated with your address, (page 62 of that address 7) 

Answer. It is. 

Question. Were you not just about to leave Edwardsville when the messenger from the House of 
Representatives arrived ? 

Answer. I expect I should have left it for New Orleans in about three days. 

Question. Did you find in your examination of the office of the Receiver any letter from the Secretary 
of the Treasury, to which that conversation could possibly refer which you had with Mr. Stephenson 
after your return from Congress, respecting the letter he is said to have written on the 12th of October, 
except the letters of the lst of November, 1819, and the 20th of April, 1820? 

Answer. I did not. 

Question. I remind you that in the fourth quarter of 1819 there was a deposit of upwards of $50,000 
made by Mr. Stephenson in the Bank of Edwardsville, and I ask you whether you think it possible he 
could have referred in that conversation to the letter of the 20th of April, 1820? 

Answer, At the time of that conversation I did not know what deposits he had made after October 
12, 1819, nor to what amount. I think it possible he may have referred to the letter of April, 1820, 
although I consider that the letter of the 1st of November, 1819, was the letter written in consequence of 
the Receiver’s letter of the 12th of October preceding. The letter of November directs the Receiver to 
deposit the money he should have in his hands on the last day of that month in the Bank of Edwardsville, 
but I think it contains no express order in regard to future deposits. A letter of the same date was 
written by Mr. Crawford to the Cashier of that bank, with an enclosure, and the paper I have presented to 
the committee was delivered to me by the Cashier of the bank as being that enclosure, from which it would 
appear that both the Receiver at Kaskaskia and at Edwardsville had been directed to make their future 
deposits in the Bank of Missouri, until otherwise ordered. And it appears, by the letter of the 20th of 
April, that the Receiver at Edwardsville was specially directed to make his deposits in the Bank of 
Edwardsville. Being the President of the bank to the Cashier of which the letter was directed, he may 
have supposed he was bound to take notice of the information which it is natural to suppose he must 
have received concerning the order contained in that enclosure. But these are all circumstances which 
have come to my knowledge since the conversation alluded to, and I cannot undertake to say what letter 
it was the Receiver referred to in that conversation. 

Question. Do you not know that in January and February, 1820, notwithstanding this circumstance, 
he did make deposits in the Bank of Edwardsville ? 

Answer. Ido not. I was at Congress during the time spoken of, and I have no recollection of having 
known anything at that time concerning his deposits. All I know on the subject is from recent publica- 
tions. Iam under the impression that during the winter succeeding the letter of November 1, either 
Colonel Johnson or myself was written to on the subject of the enclosure above spoken of, but my recol- 
lection is so indistinct that I cannot speak with any certainty about it. 

Question. It is stated in an account current of Benjamin Stephenson with the United States, printed 
with Mr. Crawford’s publication, ordered to be printed on the 11th of May, No. 138, that there was cash 
deposited in the Bank of Edwardsville, on the 31st of January, 1820, amounting to $2,526 82, and in 
another account, No. 14, that there was cash deposited in the same bank by Stephenson on the 29th of 
February, $2,881. If these statements are true, do you now think it possible that the letter of the 20th 
of April was the letter alluded to in that conversation before mentioned with Stephenson ? 

Answer. I still think it possible. His own letter being silent on the subject of the future deposits, 
he may have thought that that would have justified him in continuing to make those deposits, and yet, 
from the enclosure above referred to, Mr. Crawford may have intended to prohibit their being made there. 
I have already stated that my impression is that Colonel Johnson or myself received a letter on the 
subject of that enclosure, and I suppose that the enclosure and the Receiver’s letter together may have 
occasioned the latter some uncertainty how he was to act. 
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Question. You speak of your impressions concerning a letter to yourself or Colonel Johnson. By 
whom was that letter written ? 

Answer. My impression is that it was by the President of the bank, who was also the Receiver, 
Colonel Johnson’s brother-in-law holding a very large portion of the stock of that bank, he has been 
principally relied upon fur some years past to make all negotiations with Mr. Crawford concerning it 
that have been made here, and we have generally had conversation upon the subject when he has had to 
act in those cases. If I received the letter no doubt it was communicated to him, and if he received one 


it is equally probable that it was shown to me. 
Question. Do you know that the Receiver at Edwardsville ever saw that paper called the enclosure 


in the letter of November 1. 
Answer. Of my own knowledge I do not, but I should think it very strange if he had not seen it, he 


being the President of the bank. 

Question. In examining the records in the Receiver’s office did you see a letter from Mr. Crawford 
of the Ist of November ? 

Answer. I did. 

Question. Does it contain any direction to the Receiver to deposit moneys in the Bank of Missouri ? 

Answer. I think not. I have already stated that I believe it is silent as to his future deposit, after 
the one therein specially referred to. 

Question. The letter to the Receiver, of the 1st of November, and the enclosure of which you speak, 
differ in this respect. That part of the enclosure which relates to the Bank of Missouri is not found in the 
letter to the Receiver. Is there not this difference? 

Answer. The letter which I saw at the Land Office at Edwardsville, from Mr. Crawford to the 
Receiver, of November 1, 1819, I feel confident contains no directions to make the deposit in the Bank of 
Missouri, but is silent, as I have before stated, as to future deposits. 

Question. Could the Receiver, if he had seen this enclosure, have doubted about the propriety of con- 
tinuing his deposits, with the letter of the Ist of November in his hands? 

Answer. 1 think he could. 

Question. In giving your advice to the Receiver, in the fall of 1819, did you give it in the character 
of his friend, or, as a person holding a high place in the Government, with a view to promote the public 
interest ? 

Answer. At that time I had lost confidence in banks, generally, so much so that I did not wish to be 
held responsible for any bank. I advised the Receiver as a friend to him, and also with a view to free 
myself of all responsibility for the bank, by placing things in such a situation that Mr. Crawford could 
act in the case as he should think fit on his own responsibility, leaving the funds in the Receiver’s hands 
entirely to his control. 

Question. Did you consider the funds of the United States safer in the hands of the Receiver than in 
the Bank of Edwardsville for ninety days? 

Answer. I considered the funds, at that time, as safe in the hands of either, with this difference, 
however, that the bank might have been more liable to use them than the Receiver. 

Question. Did you not, after or about this time, write to a paymaster or paymasters, recommending, 
suggesting, or soliciting him or them to pay the troops of the United States in notes of the Bank of 
Edwardsville ? 

Answer. I have no recollection of having written to any paymaster at all on the subject. I had, at 
that time, as much confidence in the notes of the Bank of Edwardsville as in any other of the local banks. 
Their notes were receivable in the Land Office, and were current in that part of the country; and I should 
suppose might have been taken by persons to whom the paymaster was to make his payments, as safely 
as any other notes in that quarter of the country, nor should I have had any objection to recommend them 
to any paymaster as readily as any others of the notes of the local banks which circulated there. I think 
about that time I had heard of some order having been given by the War Department, which, as well as 
I now remember, required the troops to be paid either in Missouri paper or in specie; and I think I wrote 
to the Secretary of War, and probably to other persons, probably to Colonel Johnson, complaining of 


the order. 
Question. Do you recollect whether it was before or after you attended Congress that you wrote 


these letters ? 

Answer. I do not recollect the time, but I suppose it must have been after the first and before the 
second session I served in Congress. The bank only got into operation a short time before my departure 
for Congress in 1818; I recollect but little of the case alluded to. I am, however, strongly impressed 
with a belief that there was, or that I so understood it, an order to paymasters that I considered very 
partial to the Bank of Missouri. 

Question. Was the letter which you wrote at the request of Mr. Stephenson dated on the same day on 
which it was copied ? 

Answer. I do not recollect; but I presume it was. 

Question. Did you see him on that day enclose a printed copy of your publication? And were both in 
the same package ? 

Answer. It was on the same day, and I think both letter and paper were put in one cover. 

Question. Was the Land Office then kept in Mr. Stephenson’s house, or in a separate building ? 

Answer. It was in a separate building not far from his house. 

Question. Did you see him carry the letter to the post office, or do you know that he did so? 

Answer. I did not see it put in, nor do I know that it was; the post office was at a considerable 
distance from the place. 

Question. At what time of the day, in the morning or the afternoon, was the copy taken? 

Answer. I do not recollect. 

Question. Did you make the draught at the office, or in your own house before you went there? 

Answer. I think it was written in my own house. 

Question. Was it made on the same day on which it was copied, or the day before? 

Answer. I do not recollect, but I think it was on the same day. 

Question. At what hour of the day did the mail leave Edwardsville for Washington City at that time? 

Answer. I do not remember the hours of arrival or departure. 

Question. How long does it usually take letters to reach Washington City from Edwardsville by mail? 
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Answer. From 16 to 18 days I think, in regular course of mail, and when the weather is good; but it 
may be very much delayed when the weather is bad. The mail has been very irregular. 

Question. What is the average time in which you have received letters from that place when you 
have been in this city? Would 20 days be an unreasonable allowance ? 

Answer. I do not know how to make an average; miscarriages are more liable to happen in the 
winter time, not only from accidents, but from the accumulation of letters. And I cannot now specify in 
how long a time I have received a single one of my letters after it was mailed from there. I think I have 
received much fewer in 20 days than those which have taken a longer time. The mail has been irregular 
in the winter time during the sessions of Congress, or letters at least have arrived very irregularly. 

Question. I understand you to have said that but for the Secretary’s report to Congress on the 22d of 
March ee — have gone quietly to Mexico without disturbing yourself with any of those charges 
against him? 

Answer. I believe I have stated, and I now state again, that I should not have made the attack upon 
Mr. Crawford if I had not considered him as attacking me. 

By Mr. Webster: 

Question. Have you been pretty well acquainted with the general operations of the Treasury in the 
western States for several years in regard to the collection of the public debts ? 

Answer, I have been in regard to collection from the sale of public lands, but of the special facts 
contained in the documents I had no other means of knowing than every other member of Congress 
except what I knew from being a Director of the Bank of Edwardsville while I was such. 

Question. When did you first become a member of Congress ? 

Answer. I was elected in 1818. 

Question. Have you continued a member without intermission from that time until your recent 
diplomatic appointment ? : 

Answer. | have. 

Question. Have you generally attended the sessions of Congress? 

Answer. I have. 

By Mr. Livingston: 

Question. Do you know anything further, of your own knowledge, in support of the facts and specifi- 
cations against Mr. Crawford contained in your memorial ? 

Answer. Nothing that I recollect at this time that relates to the matters specifically alleged in my 


address to the House. 


June 16, 1824. 


Mr. Epwarns being again called: 
By Mr. Forsyth: 

Question. You state that you received from the Cashier of the Bank of Edwardsville an enclosure 
contained in a letter from Mr. Crawford to him of the lst November, 1819. Can you state whether there 
was not another paper enclosed in that letter ? 

Answer. I cannot. I neither saw nor heard of any other. 

Question. For what purpose was your address to Congress, and the letter to the Speaker accompanying 
it, sent in a different manner, and to a different person, from the documents and the copy of the address 
which you state was first sent? 

[The committee decided that the question should not be put.] 

Question. You state, in one of your addresses to the public at Louisville, dated May 18, 1824, that 
you sincerely believed, and had been advised by your most dispassionate friends, and other impartial 
gentlemen, that it was absolutely and essentially due to your own character to enter into this controversy 
with Mr. Crawford. I wish you to state who these dispassionate friends and impartial persons were. 

Answer. I object to the question. 

[The committee decided it should not be put.] 

Question. Did not your affidavit before the Committee of Investigation of the last Congress, with 
respect to this correspondence, which you allege took place between the Secretary of the Treasury and 
Mr. Stephenson, impose upon the Secretary the necessity, when he made his final report, either to produce 
that correspondence or to account for the omission to produce it? 

Answer. I submit the question to the committee. 

[The committee decided it should not be put. ] 

Question. Do you think it possible that, in the year 1819, a letter should have come by mail from 
Edwardsville to Washington from the 16th of October to the 1st of November following ? 

Answer. Judging from the statement I have to-day seen from the Post Office Department, I should 
think it was not; but if the letter of the Receiver did not leave Edwardsville before the 16th of October, 
I do not believe that Mr. Crawford’s letter to the Receiver, of the 1st of November following, was written 
or sent on the day of its date, unless the letter of the Receiver was sent by private conveyance to Louis- 


ville and mailed there. 
By Mr. Floyd: 

Question. When, in your deposition heretofore taken, you mention the name of “Colonel Moore,” to 
what Colonel Moore did you allude? 

Answer. To a representative in Congress from Alabama. 

Question. You state that you had prepared another address to the House of Representatives subse- 
quently to writing the first, which, should Congress have adjourned, you intended to get published in the 
National Intelligencer if you could. What was your object in wishing to have it so published ? 

Answer. I thought I had obtained sufficient testimony to establish my innocence of the charge or im- 
putation which I understood Mr. Crawford as having made against me, and I wished to lay that testimony 


and my address before the people of the United States. 


JuNE 19. 


Mr. Epwarps further examined: 
By Mr. Forsyth: 
Question. Have you, or have you not, had in your possession the paper which you say Lippincott 
found in the Receiver’s office in your handwriting at any time since the 12th of October, 1819? 
Answer. I presume that the draught of the letter of the Receiver of the 12th October is alluded to. There 
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is nothing that I more firmly believe than that I have never seen that paper from the time it was copied 
by the Receiver, as has been before stated, until it was found by Mr. Lippincott in the office, in April or 
May last, as has also been stated. I then had it in my hands, and read it, I believe, more than once, but 
never had it in my possession out of the office after it was so found by Mr. Lippincott. 

Question. Do you know who prepared the rough draught of the letters from the President of the 
Edwardsville Bank to you, of January 7, 1820; to the Secretary of the Treasury, of the same date; and 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, of April 18, 1820, or either of them? 


Answer. I do not. 
NINIAN EDWARDS. 


James Noste, of the Senate, sworn on the part of Mr. Crawford: 

Question. You were employed by the Treasury in some arrangements with the Bank of Vincennes, 
were you not? Will you be so good as to state whether, in your opinion, the debt due by that bank 
to the Government is secured, or any part of it, and if any, what ? 

Answer. So far as I had the agency in it, which is to the amount of about $26,000, I believe anq 
consider the debt as secured. 

Question. Do you consider the claim of the United States on that bank, apart from the collateral 
security, as being safe ? 

Answer. As to the residue of the claim which the United States has against the Bank of Vincennes, I 
know nothing of it except from information which has been derived from the Directors, who say that the 
bank is able to pay the debt, and has secured its payment. A part of that debt, consisting of $10,000, 
(not included in the $26,000 before mentioned,) was transferred by that bank to the Treasurer of the 
United States in a draft on John H. Piatt, secured by two good endorsers; and from very recent 
information I learn that this draft is now in the hands of the Treasury Department or the District 
Attorney, Mr. Dewey, and in a train to be recovered. A further sum of $7,000 is secured in obligations 
against the State of Indiana, which is a matter in negotiation between that State and the Treasury of 
the United States. 

Question. Have you had any conversation with Governor Edwards concerning Mr. Crawford's 
management of the western banks, and concerning his authorship of the A. B. letters ? 

Answer. I have, and it was introduced by himself. 

Question. State that conversation, with the time and circumstances. 

Answer. The precise day I cannot recollect; it was pending his nomination, made by the President 
of the United States to the Senate, as minister to Mexico, and it was after the 21st or 22d of February 
last. I make this statement from the fact that on the 21st or 22d of February I went to Mrs. Queen’s to 
board, where Governor Edwards resided, and this conversation was after I went there. He stated that 
he was about to be attacked in the Senate of the United States, for the purpose of defeating his nomina- 
tion; that party and political spirit was now high; that he understood that charges would be exhibited 
against him, and that it had been so declared in the Senate chamber. I remarked to Governor Edwards 
that he well knew, according to the rules of that body, while on executive business secrecy was required; 
that I was not at liberty to mention any occurrence or the remark of a single member, excepting so far as 
related to myself; that I was not governed by party or political feelings or motives; that I adhered to the 
expression made use of by Jefferson, and the only inquiry with me was, “Is he capable and is he honest ?” 
Governor Edwards then remarked that, although secrecy was required in that body, yet he was informed 
almost every day of the transactions and remarks of individuals when his nomination was called up, 
and he added, ‘ Noble, I shall not forget you.” I then replied that I did not understand his meaning. 
He said it was unimportant; he was satisfied I was not governed by the party feelings which were then 
prevailing. It was on the day in the evening of which this conversation took place that I had moved to 
take up his nomination in the Senate. This must have been his meaning when he said he would not 
forget me; for he explained it next day, and said he had heard that I had done so. Mr. Edwards further 
remarked that he knew me to be the decisive friend of William H. Crawford, and, said he, I am considered 
as being his bitter enemy, and I am charged with being the author of the numbers signed A. B.; but 
(raising his hand) I pledge you my honor I am not the author, nor do I know who the author was. 
“Crawford and I,” said Mr. Edwards, “have had a little difference; but I have always considered him a 
highminded, honorable, and vigilant officer of the Government. He has been abused about western 
banks and the unavailable funds.” Leaning forward and extending his hand, he added: “ Now, d—n it, 
you know that we both live in States where there are many poor debtors to the Government for lands, 
together with a deranged currency. The notes on various banks being depreciated after the effect and 
operation of the war in that portion of the Union, and the banks, by attempting to call in their paper, 
having exhausted their specie, the notes that were then in circulation became of little or no value. 
Many men of influence in that country,” said he, “have united to induce the Secretary of the Treasury to 
select certain banks as banks of deposit, and to take the notes of certain banks in payment for public 
lands. Had he not done so (meaning Mr. Crawford) many of our inhabitants would have been turned out 
of doors and lost their lands, and the people of that country would have had a universal disgust against 
Mr. Crawford; and I will venture to say,” said Governor Edwards, “notwithstanding I am considered his 
enemy, that no man in this Government could have conducted the fiscal and financial concerns of the 
Government with more integrity and propriety than Crawford did.” I further remarked to Governor 
Edwards, in speaking of his nomination, that inasmuch as he was nominated by the President, unless 
some charge was brought against him, I had already evinced in the Senate my disposition to vote for the 
confirmation of his nomination, without any previous consultation with him; but added, if I had the 
power of making the nomination, | would not have nominated him, and, as an evidence of it, I had written 
a letter to Mr. Monroe, urging the nomination of William Henry Harrison, and with that letter I had 
enclosed the unanimous recommendation of the members of the Legislature of Indiana in favor of General 
Harrison. 

By Mr. Cook: 

Question. When Governor Edwards mentioned to you that he received information of what the Senate 
was doing, did he not at the same time observe that he was a member of the Senate, and had a right to 
know what they were doing as much as any other member ? 

Answer. if he made that observation I do not recollect it. Tle might have done so. 

Question. When you had this conversation with him, had not the Richmond Enquirer, on that or some 
day not long before, been received in this city, containing an allegation that Mr. Edwards, “the author of 
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the A. B. plot,” had been nominated as minister to Mexice? and can you say positively that the denial of 
authorship on the part of Mr. Edwards did not relate to the plot, instead of the writings themselves under 
that signature? and did not the conversation grow out of that publication? 

Answer. I saw an article in the Richwond Enquirer, stating that Ninian Edwards, the “author of A. 
B.,” or “of A. B. plot memory,” (I do not recollect which,) had been so nominated. The paper I saw at 
the boarding-house of Mrs. Queen, and I think in the hands of Mr. Elkins. Whether it was before the 
conversation with Governor Edwards or afterwards I do not distinctly recollect. I am inclined to think 
it was after the conversation; but I am very well satisfied that, in the conversation with Governor 
Edwards, when he declared himself not to be the author of A. B., and pledged his honor to the declaration, 
I understood him to, have an explicit reference to the numbers signed A. B. which appeared in the Wash- 
ington Republican; and Iso understood him because he had reference to the reports of the two committees 
who examined into that subject at the previous session of Congress. No allusion whatever was made in 
this conversation to the article in the Richmond Enquirer. 

Question. In the course of the conversation, was reference made to any particular numbers of the 
publications signed A. B.? 

Answer. There was not. 

Question. Was the name of General Cocke at all introduced ? 

Answer. It was not. 

Question. When did you first mention the conversation you have now repeated as having passed 
between yourself and Governor Edwards, and to whom? 

Answer. According to the best of my recollection, I never repeated it to any person until the evening 
of the day that I was informed that Governor Edwards’ address was presented to the House of Represen- 
tatives. On that evening, in conversation with several of the members of that House, and amongst whom 
were Mr. Reed and Mr. Nelson, some of whom said that Governor Edwards had avowed himself to be the 
author of A. B., and others said that he had not done so, I remarked that they must have misunderstood 
the address, for Governor Edwards had pledged his honor to me that he was not the author of A. B.; in 
the same evening I made the same remark to Mr. Elkins. 

Question. Did you mention the subject to any member of the Senate ? 

Answer. Not while his nomination was pending, nor before his address appeared. Afterwards I 
spoke of it without reserve. 

Question. I perceive from the Richmond Enquirer that a letter, purporting to have been written in 
the Senate Chamber, and dated April 26, 1824, states: “Mr. N. Edwards declared to Mr. Noble, Senator 
from Indiana, that he was not the author of the A. B. publication; he did this pending his nomination as 
minister to Mexico. In consequence of this declaration, Mr. Noble states that he voted for him.” Did 
you make any such communication to any member of the Senate? [Mr. Forsyth objected to this question, 
and the committee decided that the question was improper. ] 

Question. Did you ever have any conversation with Colonel Benton, of the Senate, on the subject of 
your conversation with Mr. Edwards? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. In the conversation you had with Mr. Edwards, did he speak of the original plan adopted 
by the Secretary of the Treasury for the relief of the people of the west, or did he speak of the manner in 
which that plan was executed? 

Answer. He spoke of the conduct of the Secretary of the Treasury generally. 

Question. Did you understand the conversation you have mentioned as intended to affect your vote 
on the then pending nomination ? 

Answer. I did not suppose that that was its design, nor had it any such effect upon myself. I considered 
him as speaking as an honest man. If he had told me that he was the author of A. B. it would not, in my 
opinion, have had the least weight with me whatever in relation to my vote, for I considered that matter 
as done with, and I had already taken an active part for him in the Senate. 

By Mr. Forsyth: ; 

Question. What do you now understand as having been the effect intended to have been produced by 
that conversation? 

Answer. Governor Edwards having pledged his word and honor to me, unsought for, that he was not 
the author of A. B., and having expressed his opinion of the integrity and vigilance of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and mentioned that he expected an attack in the Senate, as I now suppose, from the friends of 
Mr. Crawford, I consider him as having expected that I would take this information that he gave me into 
that body, and it would be the means of securing the confirmation of his nomination. 

By Mr. Cook: 

Question. Did Governor Edwards request you to mention what he had said to any members of the 
Senate, or did he afterwards inquire whether you had done so? 

Answer. He did not. 

Question. Did you, in the conversation with Mr. Edwards, signify to him that his being or not being 
the author of A. B. would have no influence on your vote? 

Answer. I did not. 

JAMES NOBLE. 


Witness called again. 
By Mr. Edwards: 

Question. Please to state the value of each division of the property you received at Brookville, as 
security for the debt of the Bank of Vincennes to the United States ? 

Answer. As to the value it would be but mere opinion, and I cannot from recollection name each 
division of the property. But at the time the property was conveyed by mortgage to the Treasurer of 
the United States, I supposed and believed that it would cover nearly the sum of $26,000, according to 
the terms of the mortgage, (and the valuation fixed on the property by two disinterested persons who 
had valued it previously to its being conveyed by the owners to attorneys or trustees for the use of the 
Directors of the Bank of Vincennes, and for the purpose of discharging their debts, as will fully appear 
from a report of the Treasury Department, marked F, and dated April 29, 1822.)—(See Executive Papers 
of second session of 17th Congress. ) 

Question. What is its present value ? 

Answer. It is impossible for me to state. 
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Question. Was it not your opinion, while my nomination was pending and shortly after you came to 
Mrs. Queen’s to lodge, that there would be no opposition to it in the Senate ? 

Answer. It was my opinion that there would be an opposition, and you yourself told me that there 
would; but the fact turned out that there was no opposition, for reasons which you know. You know 
that the opposition was expected from Colonel Benton, and he was sick. I did not know what the 
charges to be brought against you were, and I told you at the same time that if there were no charges 
brought I should vote for you, and should not regard political feeling. You remarked to me that the 
friends of Mr. Crawford would oppose you. I replied that some of those whom I knew to be his friends 
would scorn such a line of conduct; I mean, would scorn to suffer political feeling to bias their votes in 
such a case. 

Question. Where did the conversation which you have testified as having passed between you and 
myself take place? 


Answer. In my room at Mrs. Queen’s. 
JAMES NOBLE. 


Joun Masovy, jr., sworn, on the part of Mr. Crawford: 
By Mr. Forsyth: 

Question. Have you or not had a conversation with Mr. Edwards concerning the A. B. publications; 
and if so, state what it was? 

Answer. I had such a conversation with Mr. Edwards, and, as far as I recollect, it occurred while his 
nomination was pending in the Senate, and before it had been confirmed: but of this I will not be positive. 
He stated to me that there would probably be, or that he had expected, an opposition in the Senate, and 
that one of the grounds of that opposition was the authorship of the A. B. publications, which had been 
imputed to him; that as to that, although it was well known that he had taken a decided stand against 
Mr. Crawford, he had done nothing which he had hesitated to avow, (or would hesitate to avow,) I cannot 


be certain which he said, and that his opposition had been open and fair. 
J. MASON, Jr. 


Mr. Mason called again: 

Question. When you first saw me after I occupied the back room of Mrs. Queen’s boarding-house, 
what was the state of my health? 

Answer. You were, as I thought, quite ill. 

Question. Was not this shortly after my nomination? 

Answer. It was. 

Question. Was it at this time that you had the conversation you have related ? 

Answer. It was subsequently to this visit. 

Question. Had I not then got well ? 


Answer. You were then certainly much better. 
J. MASON, Jr. 


Dantet P. Cook, of the House of Representatives, sworn, on the part of Mr. Crawford: 

Question. Did you receive the address of Mr. Edwards to Congress by mail; and if so, at what time? 

Answer. I received it on the Saturday next previous to the Monday on which it was presented to the 
House, accompanied by a letter through the mail from Wheeling, requesting me to place it in the hands 
of the Speaker, after supplying some documents which were referred to in the memorial, but were not 
forwarded with it. These documents I supplied, and on the next day did place it in the hands of the 
Speaker. 

‘j Question. Was the address itself communicated by mail? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. Did the address come through the mail addressed to you? 

Answer. No. 

Question. To whom did it come addressed ? ; 

Answer. I submit to the committee whether this is a proper question. 

[The committee decided that the question should not be put to the witness. ] 

Question. State what reason you had for knowing that it came by mail at all. 

Answer. By the mail preceding that which I believe brought it on, I received a copy of a part of the 
same memorial with a letter from Mr. Edwards, stating that he expected by the next mail to forward it 
complete; and by the next mail I received a second letter from him, stating that he had by that mail 
forwarded the memorial, as suggested in his former letter, and the person to whom it was sent did, early 
on that day, place the memorial in my hands, which was in the original blank envelope, having the post- 
mark of Wheeling upon it, and directed by Governor Edwards, whose handwriting I know; and therefore 
I believe that it came by mail. 

Question. Was it opened ? 

Answer. The seal of the envelope had been broken. 

Question. I think it was early in the day that you received both your own letter and this envelope ? 

Answer. I think it was not later than ten o’clock. 

Question. Do you not know that Mr. Edwards is not the author of those A. B. publications printed in 
the Washington Republican, which he has avowed in his memorial ? 

Answer. Since I understood he was the author of any of them, I have understood from him that he 
was the author of all of those which relate to the subject of this investigation. I did understand that the 
first number of those publications was communicated to that paper by a different person, but I have 
since learned from Mr. Edwards that he wrote all of them which refer to the subject of this investigation, 
and I know nothing to the contrary. 

Question. Did you, in supplying documents for that memorial, furnish any but printed ones ? 

Answer. I furnished no others, the rest came in the packet. 

Question. Was postage charged on the packet you received ? 


Answer. If there was I have no recollection of it. I am sure I paid no postage. 
D. P. COOK. 
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Mr. Cook called again. 
By Mr. Forsyth: 

Question. Please to separate those papers which you furnished for the memorial of Mr. Edwards from 
those which came enclosed to you ? 

Answer. I furnished one, and I am not certain but two, of the A. B. publications, and I furnished 
numbers one and two of the documents annexed to the memorial. My impression is that these are all 
which I furnished. 

Question. You state that the seal of the envelope which was handed to you had been broken. Were 
the papers within it sealed up and directed to you? 

Answer. They were not. I received six or seven newspapers and documents directed immediately 
to myself, but the memorial was not. 

Question. What motive did Mr. Edwards state to you for sending the memorial to you indirectly ? 

Answer. He expressed none. The memorial and the letter to the Speaker of the House came in the 


same envelope. 
D. P. COOK. 


JEREMIAH ELxins sworn, on the part of Mr. Crawford: 

Question. Had you a conversation with Mr, Edwards about the A. B. publications. 

Answer. I have heard him allude to those publications, and mention his being charged with the 
authorship of them. 

Question. State what took place ? 

Answer. I think it was an article in the Richmond Enquirer which led to the remark I heard him 
make, in which article it was stated that “Mr. Edwards of A. B. plot memory,” or words to that effect, 
had been nominated by the President as minister to Mexico. Mr. Edwards observed that he was not the 
author of those publications, or (as I think the expression was) that he was no more the author than the 
editor of the Enquirer himself. 

By Mr. Cook: 

Question. Where and when did this conversation take place ? 

Answer, It was at Mrs. Queen’s boarding house, and during the pendency of Mr. Edwards’ nomination 
before the Senate. I cannot recollect the particular day. 

Question. Was any other person present at this conversation ? 

Answer. Probably there were others present. I think it was either at dinner or during the time that 
the boarders were coming in to dinner. Mr. Edwards inquired whether any gentleman took or had seen 
the Richmond Enquirer; that he understood there was in it an article to the effect stated above, and then 
made the remark relative to it which I have mentioned. 

Question. Can you remember in what part of Mrs. Qneen’s house he then had his room? 

Answer. I do not recollect. 

Question. Did General Noble then board there ? 

Answer. I think it was about the time General Noble came there, probably within a day or two 
before or after; of this, however, I am not certain. 

Question. Do you remember having any conversation with General Noble about that article in the 
Richmond Enquirer before the presentation of Mr. Edwards’ memorial ? 

Answer. No. I might have had, but do not recollect any. 

Question. Had you the Richmond Enquirer in which this article was contained then in your possession ? 

Answer. It is impossible for me to recollect; the Enquirer was taken by Mr. Locke, a member of 
Congress from Massachusetts, who then lodged at Mrs. Queen’s. 

Question. Did you, at or about that time, hand or show that paper to General Noble ? 

Answer. I do not remember; such a thing might have occurred without my recollecting it. 

Question. Is that the only conversation you ever had with Governor Edwards on the subject ? 

Answer. I do not recollect any other. 

JEREMIAH ELKINS. 


Witness again called. 
By Mr. Cook: 
Question. Did Mr. Edwards, in making the denial you have referred to, use the words “ A. B. plot,” 
or “ A. B. publications ?” 
Answer. I knew of no difference between the two, and therefore do not recollect. 
JEREMIAH ELKINS. 


Wiuam W. Seaton sworn, on the part of Mr. Crawford: 
By Mr. Forsyth: 

Question. Did you ever have a conversation with Mr. Edwards relative to the authorship of the A. B. 
publications ? 

Answer. Mr. Edwards spoke of those papers to me incidentally. He came to our office to have, as 
he said, a free and frank conversation; it was the first time he had been there, to my knowledge, for a 
year; it was during the pendency of his nomination before the Senate as minister to Mexico, and some 
time before Mr. Crawford’s report was made to Congress. He wished to know, he said, if we would 
publish his defence? I asked him what defence? A defence against whom? He replied that he 
expected to be attacked; and whenever he turned upon his enemies he generally got the better of them, 
(or words to that effect.) He further said (and this I remember distinctly, for he twice or thrice repeated 
it) that when he commenced he never stopped at the line of just retribution. I answered him that if he 
was attacked in our paper he should have the free use of it to defend himself; that if he were attacked 
any where else, he should have the same rights extended to him as were extended to all other citizens; 
but he could have no positive promise of publication until we had read the matter he wished published. 
Passing then from that subject, Governor Edwards said he knew that we had thougbt him, for some time, 
hostile to us on account of that foolish business of last session, (or that A. B. affair of last session, I do 
not recollect which phrase he used,) but he had nothing to do with it. Mr. Gales was present during the 
greater part if not the whole of this conversation. It was on the authority of this conversation alone 
that we expressed, in the paper, our belief that Mr. Edwards was not the author of the A. B. publications. 
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By Mr. Cook: ; ’ 
Question. Had you not, previous to this conversation, said to others that you did not believe Mr. 


Edwards was the author of the A. B. publications? 

Answer. At the time the A. B. papers appeared it did not strike me that Mr. Edwards was the author 
and when the subject was continued in the Franklin Gazette, after Congress had adjourned, and Mr. 
Edwards gone to Illinois, I believed that another member of Congress was the author. Such being my 
impression I may have stated it, but do not recollect having done so. But the conversation with Mr. 
Edwards was the only authority beyond conjecture we had for stating that he was not the author: 
nor should we have published the paragraph but for that conversation. 

Question. Can you say distinctly that in that conversation Mr. Edwards did not speak of an imputed 
plot; and in saying he had nothing to do with it, that he did not refer to a plot and not to the publications? 

Answer. I do not distinctly recollect Governor Edwards’ language, except so far as that it left a 
strong impression on my mind that he disclaimed having anything to do with the A. B. business, He 
spoke of it generally, and I do not recollect that he made the distinction referred to in the question now 


put. 





By Mr. Livingston: 

Question. When you speak of the A. B. business, the A. B. plot, and the A. B. publications, do you 
not mean the same thing ? 

Answer. In applying some of those terms I have used the language commonly applied to them, and 
understand them all to mean the same thing. 

By Mr. Cook: 

Question. Was not the word “plot,” as applied to this subject, first used in the National Intelligencer? 

Answer. I cannot tell; it has frequently been used in the National Intelligencer; but I believe that 
epithet was applied to it by the public as early as it was by the National Intelligencer. 

By Mr. Edwards: 

Question. Do you not recollect that in the conversation which I had with you and Mr. Gales, I stated 
that in consequence of certain rumors about the publications of A. B., and what had been stated in your 
paper about an A. B. plot, that I might find it necessary to say something about yourselves, and show 
that there was no A. B. plot in the case at all, or words to that effect; and did not Mr. Gales reply ? 

Answer. Such a remark may have been made, but I cannot call it to my recollection. As it scems 
Mr. Gales replied to the remark it is possible it was addressed to him, and on this account I may not 
particularly have noticed it. 

Question. In saying, as you have done, that I intimated that I had nothing to do with the A. B. 
affair, did you not consider me as rather alluding to any effects it might have upon you than upon others? 

Answer. Your object at the time appears to me to have been to remove any impression of your 
entertaining feelings of hostility to us; but the concurrent impression which you conveyed to my mind 
was that you were not the writer of the A. B. publications. 

Question. Was not this an inference of your own, from the general scope of the conversation, rather 
than from any expressions of mine ? 

Answer. Your exact language I do not remember. I can only speak with certainty of its effect upon 
my mind, which was as I have stated. We thought the denial clear, because that was ‘the good reason” 
spoken of in our paragraph which we stated ourselves to be in possession of for not believing you to be 
the author. 

Question. Did I not expressly state, in connexion with the conversation about the A. B. affair, that 
I had no intention of injuring you ? 

Answer. I think not; because that would have been a virtual admission that you were the author, 
and we understood you to deny being so. 

Question. Do you not recollect my making the following remark: that I never was the aggressor in 
any controversy, and never would be; but that when attacked I did not know that I always stopped at 
the just bounds of retribution ? 

Answer. Of this remark I remember distinctly only that part which I have already stated; but the 
residue may have been expressed by you in connexion with it. 

Question. In Mr. Dickins’ testimony he mentions you as having procured the copying of some of the 
bank correspondence. By whom was this copying executed, and under what circumstances ? 

Answer. Being informed, last fall, by Mr. Little, of this city, that he should be glad to obtain from 
some of the public offices some clerical employment to fill up his leisure time, and knowing that, in times of 
pressure, writing was given out by some of the public offices, I inquired of Mr. Dickins, in the month of 
October last, if there was in the Treasury Department any extra writing he could give out. He mentioned 
that the voluminous bank correspondence, called for by a resolution of Congress, was more than the clerks 
in the office could get ready, and, as others were employed on it out of the office, if I knew of any trust- 
worthy person he would give him a part of it todo. On my vouching for the integrity of the gentleman 
mentioned, Mr. Dickins gave me a bundle of letters, which he wished might be copied without delay, as the 
Secretary of the Treasury was anxious to transmit the correspondence to Congress early in the session. 
These letters were transcribed in three or four weeks and returned. Soon after, Mr. Dickins called on 
me and said he was afraid the other persons would not be able to get the remainder of the letters copied 
in time, and asked me if the same gentleman would undertake some more. He left another bundle with 
me, which were also copied. On their being returned I inquired if he could tell how soon the correspondence 
would be sent in. He could not say, as there was yet much of the correspondence remaining to be 
transcribed. I told him the same gentleman, and one or two others also, would be glad of as much 
writing as they could get. I then received from Mr. Dickins a third large bundle of the letters, and they 
were immediately put in hand. I afterwards received several messages from Mr. Dickins to hurry the 
copying, as the Secretary was very impatient to send the correspondence to Congress, and as, after the 
copying should be completed, it would take much time to compare the transcripts with the originals. 
Towards the latter part of the copying, I received, every day, a message from Mr. Dickins, urging despatch, 
as all the rest of the copying was finished; and he was so importunate to have it done that I was induced 
to obtain for Mr. Little the aid of an additional person. The precise time that this copying was completed 
I do not remember, but it was, I think, some time in March. 

W. W. SEATON. 
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Cuartes H. W. Wuarton sworn, on the part of Mr. Crawford: 
By Mr. Forsyth: 

Question. Have you ever had a conversation with Mr. Edwards about the authorship of the A. B. 
publications ? If yes, relate it. 

Answer. I had a conversation with him on that subject, in December or January last, at his lodgings, 
at Mrs. Queen’s. Mr. Edwards said that he was not the author of the A. B. plot; that he did not know 
anything about it. 

Question. In what manner was this denial made, and in what words, so far as you can recollect ? 

Answer, The manner appeared to be solemn. The expressions were: “He would be d——d if he 
knew anything about that d——d A. B. plot.” 

Question. How came he to say anything about the A. B. plot? 

Answer. I called upon Mr. Edwards for the purpose of procuring recommendations to the different 
Secretaries of the Departments, with a view to obtaining for myself a clerkship. He stated that he was 
intimately acquainted with all of them, and could give letters to all of them, except Mr. Crawford; and a 
letter to him would do no good, for, (to use his own expressions,) that he and Mr. Crawford “did not set 
horses fogether;” that Mr. Crawford was under a belief that he was the author of the d——d A. B. plot, 
the authorship of which he disavowed; and he concluded by saying that he considered Mr. Crawford as a 
very clever and honorable man. 

By Mr. Cook: 

Question. Are you certain that Mr. Edwards, in speaking of an A. B. plot, did not say that “he knew 
nothing of any plot ?” 

Answer. I have correctly stated the conversation as it occurred. 

C. H. W. WHARTON. 


Joun S. Barsovr, of the House of Representatives, sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards: 
By Mr. Cook: 

Question. Have you had any conversation with Mr. Noble on the subject of a conversation held 
between him and Mr. Edwards relative to the authorship of the A. B. publications? If so, please to state 
what that conversation was ? 

Answer. I will relate the circumstances under which such conversations were held. Shortly after 
the communication of the address of Governor Edwards I read, with two members of the Kentucky dele- 
gation, a letter printed in the*Richmond Enquirer, in which Governor Edwards is said to have declared to 
Mr. Noble that he was not the author of those publications signed A. B., and that, in consequence of such 
disavowal, Mr. Noble had voted te confirm his appointment in the Senate. I felt anxious to know whether 
such disavowal had been made for such a purpose. Under the influence of that anxiety, I met with 
General Noble in this Capitol, and heard him say that such was not the fact; that Governor Edwards had 
disavowed the authorship of those publications, but it had no connexion with his vote, as he was his friend 
and should have voted for the confirmation of his appointment in any event. 

Question. Did General Noble say at that time that he did not believe that disavowal was intended to 
have any effect upon the nomination of Governor Edwards ? 

Answer. All that I know of it is embodied in my answer io the first interrogatory. 

Question. Have you had any conversation with Mr. Elkins on the same subject? If so, please state 
what it was, and when. 

Answer. I think, at some period of time shortly after the address of Governor Edwards was presented 
to the House, and after the publication in the Enquirer to which I have alluded, Mr. Elkins informed me, 
in a conversation sought by myself, that he had heard Governor Edwards incidentally remark, upon 
reading this article in the Enquirer, in which he is spoken of as “ Ninian Edwards, of A. B, plot memory,” 
that he was no more the author of that plot than the editor of the Enquirer. I speak with more precise- 
ness of the conversation with Mr. Elkins than of that with General Noble. 

JOHN S. BARBOUR. 


Tuomas H. Benton, of the Senate, sworn, on the part of Mr. Crawford: 
By Mr. Forsyth: 

Question. Were you not well acquainted with the connexion of Mr. Edwards with the Edwardsville 
Bank ? 

Answer, From general report only. I never did any business with him in that character. 

Question. Do you know that he made efforts, from the establishment of the institution till its failure, 
to keep up its credit with the public? 

Answer. What I know personally is the publication in the St. Louis Enquirer, of which I was an 
editor. 

Question. Do you know whether the statements in that publication are correct? 

[To this question Mr. Cook objected. The committee decided that it might be put. ] 

Answer. 1 very well remember my opinion at the time that publication was made. It was that the 
publication would give a credit to the bank to which it was not entitled. In conformity with that opinion, 
and from no other motive than to countervail the effect of that publication, I wrote an article which was 
published either in the same paper or in one next succeeding, (but I think the same,) in which I gave 
some of the reasons which induced me to believe that the bank was not entitled to the credit which Mr. 
Edwards gave to it in his publication. I have not seen that article since, but the facts and circumstances 
rest upon my mind, and I am still of the opinion that I then was. 

Question. What were the facts on which this opinion was formed ? 

Answer. The first was one leading fact, which I had from general report, that a majority of the stock 
was held by two or three stockholders, who were persons of little or no property. The stockholders to 
whom I allude were Mr. Robert Latham and General Payne, the latter of whom was reputed to cover 
stock for the Messrs. Johnson, of Kentucky. Mr. Latham was generally reported to be the insolvent 
partner of a firm in Kentucky—I think either Latham and Broadhead, or Latham and Morehead—and that 
he was insolvent I am certain, having been employed as a lawyer to collect debts from him. The Messrs. 
Johnson were generally reputed to be in bad pecuniary circumstances. These stockholders, having a 
majority of the stock, could: change the Directors at any election. This circumstance deprived the bank 
of credit in my eyes. Another circumstance which made me believe that the publication of Mr. Edwards 
would give the bank a credit which was not due to it was its silence upon points necessary to be known, 
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such as the pecuniary stability of several of the Directors. Mr. Smith, one of the Directors, of whom 
a high character is given in that publication, was generally reputed to be without property, or very 
recently insolvent. Dr. Joseph Bowers, of whom a high character is also given, was a speculator lately 
arrived in the country, claiming and talking of much property, but, as was believed, without solid 
foundation. The other Directors, with the exception of two or three, were generally reputed to own but 
little property, and to hold a minority of the stock. Another circumstance to the prejudice of the bank 
was my belief that it could not do a business which would defray its expenses and support it, owing to 
the little commerce existing in the place where it was established. 
By Mr. Cook: 

Question. You state that Mr. Edwards made his publication in the St. Louis Enquirer of 1819. Wag 
Mr. Crawford on the list of those to whom that paper was statedly sent? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. At the time you spoke of the character of the Bank of Edwardsville and its claims to public 
credit, did you know anything of its actual condition? 

Answer. I had no personal knowledge of its affairs; my opinions were bottomed on general current 
report. 
Question. Did you not, about the same time, write to the Secretary of the Treasury, stating strong 
objections to the claims of this bank upon his confidence and that of the public? 

Answer. I did so some time before, soon after the bank went into operation. 

Question. Did you receive any reply from the Secretary on that subject, by which you ascertained 
that he had received your letter? 

Answer. I did; and he stated that, availing himself of the permission expressed in my letter to show 
it to whomsoever it concerned, he had shown it to Mr. Edwards and Colonel Johnson. 

Question. Were you at that time a Director of the Bank of Missouri ? 

Answer. I was not till long after, say two years or more. 

Question. About this time, however, did you not make communications in your paper to the public 
strongly supporting the claims of the Bank of Missouri to public confidence ? 

Answer. I made very few, if any; I do not now remember one. 

Question. Was it not your opinion that that bank was entitled to confidence ? 

Answer. It was, most decisively. After my first arrival at Washington City, in 1820, I had spoken 
to Mr. Crawford in favor of the Bank of Missouri. After that bank had stopped payment and resolutions 
had been submitted in the House of Representatives upon the subject of its failure and of the public 
deposit in it, myself and Mr. Scott, representative from Missouri, went to Mr. Crawford and offered to 
give him in writing the previous statements which we had made verbally in favor of the bank. Mr. 
Crawford declined receiving any statement from us; his precise words I do not remember, but he declined 
taking from us anything like vouchers to shield him from responsibility, stating, I think, that the 
correspondence would show that everything was fair, and that he had proceeded on sufficient grounds. 

Question. Which bank first failed to pay specie for its notes, the Bank of Missouri or the Bank of 
Edwardsville ? 

Answer. The Bank of Missouri; but I have been informed, and believe, that the Bank of Missouri 
had assets at the time of its stopping specie payment to an amount beyond the claims upon it; that it 
has settled all these claims, either by paying them or securing them to be paid, while the Bank of 
Edwardsville has neither paid nor secured its debt to the United States. 

Question. At what time were you employed to collect debts against Mr. Latham? 

Answer. Sometime before I came to Congress, m 1820. 

Question. Do you, or do you not, know that General Payne is reputed to be, and do you not believe 
him to be, among the wealthiest men in Kentucky? 

Answer. I have always understood that he was a man of large property; but the general report was 
that the shares in his name were really the property of the Messrs. Johnson. 

Question. Do you, or do you not, know or believe that the Messrs. Johnson were at that time also 
considered among the wealthiest men in Kentucky? 

Answer. All the information which I had upon the subject represented them to be engaged in large 
and critical moneyed enterprises, and that their pecuniary credit was most uncertain. 

Question. Do you not know that Robert Pogue, another Director in the Bank of Edwardsville, was at 
that time engaged in large mercantile concerns and of unsuspected credit ? 

Answer. I knew Mr. Pogue as a merchant, and his credit and standing were very good. 

Question. William Kinney, Joseph Conway, and Abraham Pricket were also Directors. Were not 
these gentlemen all, at that time, of high respectability and of considerable unincumbered property, so 
far as your knowledge extends ? 

Answer. I knew them all personally. Mr. Kinney was always represented to me as a person of 
considerable property. I never heard the others so spoken of. I know nothing about incumbrances on 
any of their estates. They were all respectable. 

Question. Dr. Joseph Bowers, another Director, is spoken of by Mr. Edwards as a gentleman of 
respectability; was not that his general character at that period? 

Answer. It was; but my objection to Governor Edwards’ publication was its omitting to speak of 
the pecuniary circumstances of the Directors and stockholders. 

Question. Were the Directors and stockholders liable beyond the amount of the stock paid in? 

Answer. The Bank of Edwardsville was an incorporated bank; and I suppose, of course, they were not. 

Question. What was the conversation you had with General Noble which induced you to write the 
letter in the Richmond Enquirer in relation to that conversation ? 

Answer. I had two conversations with Mr. Noble upon the subject of his conversation with Mr. 
Edwards. The first soon after the appearance of Mr. Edwards’ address. It occurred accidentally, while 
passing each other in the large circular room in the centre of the Capitol. It was very short. I was 
going in haste into the Senate Chamber. Either replying to a question from me, or from some other 
person, (for there were several passing at the same time,) Mr. Noble said that Mr. Edwards had declared 
that he was not the author of the A. B. publications, and that he had supported him in the Senate. In 
repeating that conversation I reported it, and in writing to the editor of the Richmond Enquirer the 
letter in question, I represented it as if Mr. Noble had voted for Mr. Edwards in consequence of that 
disavowal. It was the construction which I put upon the support which he had given. I was not in the 
Senate during the time that Mr. Edwards’ nomination was pending. A week or two afterwards, and 



























































































1824.] FINANCIAL MISMANAGEMENT. lll 








when there occurred some leisure in the Senate, and in consequence of suggestions that Mr. Edwards 
had only denied the authorship of the A. B. publications by way of avoiding an improper curiosity, I 
asked Mr. Noble whether he had made inquiries of Mr. Edwards which led to the disavowal? Mr. Noble 
then stated to me, particularly, his conversation with Mr. Edwards. He said that the disavowal was 
wholly voluntary on the part of Mr. Edwards; that he had pledged his honor that he was not the author 
of the A. B. publications, but Mr. Noble had intended to vote for him before he heard this disavowal; that 
he had, before hearing it, made a motion in the Senate to take up his nomination; that Mr. Edwards in 
that same conversation spoke honorably of Mr. Crawford—spoke well of his management of the finances 
and of his relief to the western debtors. The second and full conversation was the same as has been 
detailed before the committee by Mr. Noble in his testimony. The first was short and imperfect, and so 
slight that Mr. Noble with difficulty could recollect it when I have since mentioned it to him. 

Question. Do you not know that the representations which you have stated were made by you to the 
Secretary of the Treasury against the Bank of Edwardsville were counteracted by those of Mr. Edwards 
and Colonel Johnson ? 

Answer. I do not know that they were. 


THOMAS H. BENTON. 


ApraHaM Brab.ey, jr., sworn, on the part of Mr Crawford: 
By Mr. Forsyth: 

Question. In October, 1819, what was the shortest time in which a letter could come by the mail from 
Edwardsville to Washington? 

Answer. I have examined the contracts, and am unable to state. 

Question. Could a letter have come at that time in less than twenty days? 

Answer. It is difficult to answer with certainty, but, according to my best information, I should say 
it could not. 

Question. Have you made out a list of the arrivals and departures of the mail between this city and 
Edwardsville? Is the paper now shown to you such a list, and is it made out according to the best 
information you possess ? 

Answer. It is. I have made it out from the contracts in all its items saving one, and that I have 
stated from the advertisement of the Post Office Department for a contract, which is the route from 
Wheeling to Louisville. The mail takes a longer time to come from Edwardsville than to go there. 

Question. Do the dates on the bills of the mails sent, which appear in the quarterly returns, ascertain 
the time of the departure of the mails? 

Answer, They always ought to do so. 

ABRAHAM BRADLEY, Jr. 


List of departures and arrivals of the mails at Washington and Edwardsville, 1818, 1819. 


Days. 
Washington.—Leave Sunday, Tuesday, and Thursday, at 2 a.m.; arrive Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday, at 10 p. m. 
Fredericktown.—Arrive Sunday, Tuesday, and Thursday, at 2 p.m.; leave Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday, at 10 a. m.; leave Sunday, Tuesday, and Thursday, at 3 p. m.; arrive Monday, Wednes- 
day, and Friday, at 9 a. m. 

2 Cumberland.—Arrive Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, at 8 p.m.; leave Saturday, Tuesday, and 
Thursday, at 3 a. m.; leave Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, at 4 a. m.; arrive Friday, Monday, 
and Wednesday, at 8 p. m. 

1 Brownsville——Arrive Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, at 8 p. m.; leave Friday, Monday, and 
Wednesday, at 4 a.m.; leave Wednesday, Friday, and Monday, at 3 a. m.; arrive Thursday, 
Saturday, and Tuesday, at 9 p. m. 

Wheeling.—Arrive Wednesday, Friday, and Monday, at 4 p.m.; leave Thursday, Saturday, and 
Tuesday, at 8 a.m.; leave Wednesday, Friday, and Monday, at 5 p. m.; arrive Thursday, Satur- 
day, and Tuesday, at 7 a. m. 

64 Shelbyville-—Arrive Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, at 10 a. m.; leave at 2 p.m.; leave Tuesday, 

at 11 a. m.; arrive at 1 p. m. 
Louisville—Arrive Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, at 8. p. m.; leave Friday, Monday, and Wed- 
nesday, at 9 a. m. 
} Bairdstown.—Arrive Tuesday at 8 p. m.; leave Wednesday at 5 a. m.; leave Wednesday at 5 a. m.; 
arrive Tuesday at 8 p. m. 

34 Shawneetown.—Arrive Saturday at 10 a. m.; leave Saturday at 2 p. m.; leave Saturday at 2 p. m.; 
arrive Saturday at 10 a. m. 

3} Kaskaskia.—Arrive Tuesday evening; leave Wednesday morning; leave Wednesday, 6 a. m.; arrive 
Tuesday, 6 p. m. 

1} Cahokia.—Arrive Thursday at 2 p. m.; leave Monday noon; leave Thursday at 3 p. m.; arrive 

4 Madison Court-house, or Edwardsville.—Arrive ; leave 


— 
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Extract from the first page of the original “ Account of the mails sent from the post office at Edwardsville” for 
the quarter beginning the 1st October, 1819. 























Rae eae OREN ae Oe oe 2 ee Pa , 
& 
Date of the To what office the letters were sent. Letters un- | Paid letters. = f Unpaid 
bills sent. paid. 5s newspapers, 
J 
4 
mom ee pees Saseembee ‘ — a ee a poe ee 
1819. 
October 9 | Golconda, IlinOis.......ccceecceeeeseceee cece cece secesececetess sees ssseesseeees ovis GO 43 |... ccoee Speen elicaseees semeRw auieees 
Brownsville......ssccceccece ppueekeoeee oeseveee ececeecee ovnesies Seeiebedes stabs oui soe Oe Con Cen oe 
English Prairie......cccccscccccccccccccccscecccccssccccesecees woe cccevccccccccccecs Ce eee Cees Pee Bee 
Cape Girardeau ....cccccccccccccccccsccccsccvcccscceces enan ee wee bubwebe eens cove cy Mn ree Bis sioisie Sisieieaivisl anew sies'eieeas 
Waterloo, Llin0is.....cceceeececcceccecccsscccceececseccsceees cccerccccccccsecccees 20 sees eeeeeeleces feel eeeeecescees 
Bla wards? City .ss00ccccccnsccecsee ee Sos aCe eED ee eee Pee 18} bseeeneeese paw wwiaw vous a coaesins 
Elvira, IlimOis.....sceee eeceee rece eecscecececescesonse cece ccecceeceseees secscccvccleces seecee ee BOADE [iscesews|ovsesevueces 
South ward ...ccccccccesccccccs soccccvecscccccce seesaw sees oe ecccccccccoscece occcccce 2 50 Seen Sens nn 
Franklin, M. T..... cece ce cee ee ceeeeceeses cscs essesececces cece cece ecceescecesececees 1BE [occescccccccceleoes teen ee eeeees 
EWR Wcscessesshexss spbaeheeabeboowbeed peneas anes p pus Se Gbamebesedan ears pabese Q7 47 se cbeeeneeEs 10 Seatneth . 
Kaskaskia.......++ cece cence eeeeceesessesees coeeeeceeeceeseseees eevee G2} | ncccccccccces|eccececs $0 17 ) 
Belleville, [llindis.........eeeeee ccc ccccccee covcccccce penneeepoone nese s eecceee a eee snes 13 
St. LOUIS ..cccccccoccccceccvcccescce 001010009008 0'60 4s 0n0n'e's 240000 0000 00 600s 5000 6s0es0 18 eecccccce pinieewiaine 99 
ED co ccovesbeveseuccuasespaceesacd jenbanboness es Pee ETT TP TTT EET ey Coe) 25 pane obGiss seeds lien ee sblinneess ule ear 
St. Genevieve. cccccccccccceveces eeebees ees i Keueaudo saps ebee wh oneonees sche sawn ae cae 37 Siawiainis wisisie Wissel Ssieleiaiveinil sew aseeeesas 
13 | St. Louis, M. T........ eocccceccoee ecccce eossececee Seccecceccee cocccees cececeeees GD [inwesdweiceces) ossovscelicccee Satake 
16 | St. Michacl.....ccccccoccscccvcccccsecs pase sibweneonsbaeie Sesboeabaeke ones sbesebiee sr a: Mem cwies wees us| panies eel auneusesece: 
Albion, Tllin0is........ccscceee soeses SLueeneeee Sigbaesecneanawe scaseasaaneccanueue RPE eaoawalesewsesal voweseeel suwaceeasccy 
Carmi, Illinois ......200sccecccees pabssaesepanhons bibucabeseoeeeeeseR Suesemnaeeeenae Dis dicteuneses sebRl Gece eeeel Sak baase wees , 
New Haven... ccccccccecs oeecececc cess jeans assess eee kebdb0nne6seesennsenenessenes BRE Baws wcseesansnlwaesneen]eucseaccens 
Nashville... ..ccsececee banphedese ness eben cbseconesso cOccrccccccccccccococesccceos ce 25 SWS Nisined bese eieleaeeisiee el seneetn. tenes 
Southward..... Siseae ee Sone pbbeeebeswone sees -eenewsubsehens pee Genes seeweewes ee seals BR ivkwoveswenaeelssewaseel wee escasucs. 
NeW Orleans 0 o.0.0.0.0.010.0000 60000000 :0600.0500000000000nsececececscceceesecccccosceeoes Be “Wseaiscense sesh lespedleas loccasiaasens 
Eastward ...eccesece cocvcccccccece pteseesebesenes oeesesee bebe Seueee occccececccccccs 15 48 1 50 w  sswantsoenes 
Kaskaskia.....+.0++ PEMRADSD A Sean wou sNeebNeseeee pepewesn ee aes paid baa SeNe een 00060 s e053 TRE [cvssecteccvess 1 Saeseneuce 
BIER a cnssvenbueress Shas anceecenns bees snkeecansewe pesnap es Syahanies se suchen eete IB Wisseutsnrsrteealsasesons silo eaves cs 
St. LOwis...cccccccccccccccccrccscccscccccsccces ccc cccccccccece 605000 ences secceccee GB disesices eeeey sles sacmuel scien Sentexer 
New York .....ccceccccccccce sen swanea coccccce ecccccecccccccccccccccccceccce sioeee Se io Ree eed Corer ere 
2D | St. Louis... ccccccccccccccccccccccccccce decease nannbassunpensbeees oeecvcrcesecevecce AR Wsesvccesee sees t Aswiees eaueese 











The within is a true extract from an original paper headed “Account of mails sent from the post 
office at Edwardsville, Illinois, 1819,” furnished to the committee appointed by the House of Representa- 
tives of the United States to investigate the charges preferred against the Secretary of the Treasury by 


Ninian Edwards. 
S. BURCH, 


Chief Clerk Office House of Representatives. 
JuNE 16, 1824. 


Grorcr SwEENy sworn, on the part of Mr. Crawford: 


Question. Are you a clerk in the City Post Office ? 

Answer. I am. 

Question. Look at the post-mark on this letter. What is the date there marked ? 

[Here the witness was shown the letter from Mr. Crawford to the Cashier of the Bank of Edwards- 
ville, dated November 1, 1819. | 


Answer. The day appears to be the 3d, but of what month cannot be discovered. 
GEORGE SWEENY. 





WasurneTon, July 15, 1819. 


Dear CotoneL: Yours of the 28th ultimo came to hand this morning. 

The circumstances connected with the Bank of Edwardsville, as developed in the two letters of 
Governor Edwards, submitted by you to my perusal, will receive due consideration. 

I am much surprised at the contents of his first letter to you. I am gratified with the explanation 
you have given him upon that subject. With Governor Edwards I had no personal acquaintance before 
the last winter. The opinion which I had formed of his talents and integrity, from the official corre- 
spondence which had been carried on between us both in the War and Treasury Departments, has been 
confirmed by personal acquaintance. 

The different subjects upon which he had occasion to ask my opinion or decision during the last 
session of Congress were fairly and candidly stated; his comments upon them were judicious, and it 
afforded me great pleasure to be able, after due examination and reflection, generally to coincide in opinion 
with him. 

The gentleman who has stated that I was unfriendly to Governor Edwards has entirely mistaken my : 
feelings and motives of action. Certainly everything which occurred between the Governor and myself 
was decidedly calculated to inspire feelings of a very different character. I had every reason to be ; 
satisfied with him, and hope that nothing occurred on my part to produce dissatisfaction with him with any 
part of my conduct. I believe the only difference of opinion that occurred between us was in relation to 
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the eligibility to office of a minor. In that case it would have afforded me great pleasure to have 
thought with him, inasmuch as it would have enabled me to have aided in doing an act highly acceptable 
to my friend Colonel McKee. My inability to concur with him in opinion was cause of regret and not 
of complaint. I had, therefore, no possible cause of hostility with the Governor, and assure you that I 
never felt anything like hostility to him. 
I remain, with sentiments of the highest respect, your friend and most obedient servant, 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 
P. S. I return you Governor Edwards’ first letter. 
Colonel Ricuarp M. Jonnson. 





E1iza QvuEEN sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards: 
By Mr. Edwards: 

Question. I wish you to state what you know concerning my sickness at your house, after my 
removal into the room in the back building which opens on the balcony. 

Answer. I know that you were very sick while you lodged in that room; so ill that the servant was 
obliged to sit up with you every night. 

Question. How long do you think that I continued in that situation? Do you suppose it was two weeks? 

Answer. I do not recollect the exact time; I should think two weeks, but cannot be certain. 

Question. Do you recollect how long it was after General Noble came to lodge at your house that I 
became so sick as to be confined to my room ? 

Answer. I am not certain, but think it was two or three days. It was on a Tuesday or Wednesday. 

(Juestion. Do you recollect that I breakfasted or dined at the table with the other boarders after 
breakfast on the Monday next after General Noble came to your house? 

Answer. I do not recollect that you did. 

(Juestion. Was it not in consequence of my indisposition that I did not? 

Answer, I supposed that it was. 

Question. Was not my room, in which I was sick, one of the remotest back rooms on the second floor 
of the back building, and was not Mr. Noble’s the front room on the first floor of the front building ? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. Do you recollect my being very lame after I began to recover ? 

Answer. I remember your wearing socks, and complaining of pain. 

Question. Do you think I could have walked from my room to the front part of the house within a 
week after my being taken so ill? 

Answer. I do not recollect seeing you do so. 

Question. Was not your room adjoining mine, and would I not have had to pass by your room to get 
to the front of the house ? 

Answer. Yes. 

By Mr. Forsyth: 

Question. You have answered that you do not recollect that Mr. Edwards dined with the other 
boarders after breakfast on the Monday next after General Noble came to board at your house. Do you 
recollect that he did not come to the table? 

Answer. I do not recollect seeing him at table after that time at breakfast or tea. I do not go to the 
table at dinner, but I do at breakfast and tea. 

Question. When did Mr. Noble come to lodge at your house? 

Answer. On Saturday, the 21st of February. 

Question. And you think it was on the Tuesday or Wednesday following that Governor Edwards was 
taken so sick? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. Where was Governor Edwards’ room when Mr. Noble first came to lodge at your house? 

Answer. It was the front room on the first floor; the same room which General Noble afterwards occupied. 

Question. When did Governor Edwards remove to the back building? 

Answer. On Sunday, the next day after General Noble came. 

ELIZA QUEEN. 


ApeLainE Linpstey sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards: 
By Mr. Edwards: 
Question. Did you not board at Mrs. Queen’s during the whole of the last winter? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. What do you know concerning my being sick there, after I removed into the back building? 
Answer. You were taken sick about the middle of the week, and continued confined to your room, I 
should think, about a fortnight. 
Question. Was I not sick previous to my being taken so very ill in that room ? 
Answer. Yes. : : 
Question. Do you recollect my eating at table with the other boarders after the Monday which 
succeeded General Noble’s coming to Mrs. Queen’s to lodge until I got well ? 
Answer. I do not recollect that you did. 
By Mr. Forsyth: 
Question. Do you recollect that he did not ? 
Answer, I was never at table saving at breakfast and tea. 
Question. Do you recollect that he did not come to table? 
Answer. I don’t know. 


ADELAIDE LINDSLEY. 


Witu1am B. Honeson sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards: 
By Mr. Edwards: . 
Question. Please to state what you know about my being sick, after my removal to the room in the 
back building at Mrs. Queen’s. 
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Answer. I recollect finding you frequently very ill in that room, when I visited you there, so much go 


as to be confined to bed. mace 
Question. How soon was this after my nomination ? =" 
Answer. I think it was the week after I understood the nomination to have been made, I believe on 


Tuesday. 
Question. Do you not recollect calling on that day, and telling me that you understood my nomination 


had not on that day been taken up in the Senate? 
Answer. If I did not say so on that day, I recollect to have made the observation frequently at other 


times when I visited you. 
Question. Do you recollect that I told you that Mr. Francis Key had been to see me on the day before 
you visited me? 

Answer. I think you did. 

By Mr. Forsyth: 

Question. Are you employed in the office of the Secretary of State? 

Answer. Ihave been occasionally employed in that office to translate foreign languages; but I am 
not a stated clerk. I have only been employed there within six or seven weeks past. 

Question. Did you visit Governor Edwards before he removed into the back room? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. At what time ? 

Answer. On the same week on which I understood the nomination to have been made. 

Question. Had you, in these visits, any conversation with Governor Edwards on the subject of the 
nomination ? 

Answer. Yes. j 

Question. Did he speak, in these conversations, of an opposition which he expected to his nomination, 
and of the grounds on which he expected it would be made? 

Answer. The opposition was casually spoken of, but I do not recollect that any special grounds for it 
were stated by Governor Edwards. . 

Question. Did he say anything about the A. B. plot, or the A. B. publications? 

Answer. If he did not, I mentioned it. 

Question. Please to state what passed between you on that subject? 

Answer. I had seen it mentioned in a New York paper that Governor Edwards was supposed to be 
the author of these A. B. publications. This I mentioned to him. At that time nothing positive was said 
by the Governor as to the authorship; but, at a subsequent visit, knowing that there were doubts enter- 
tained of his having been the author, to satisfy myself, I asked him if he did write them. He replied, “I 
neither confess nor deny.” 

Question. What was the reason of your frequent intercourse with Governor Edwards on this subject? 

Answer. Motives of friendship and interest. 

Question. Has there been a former connexion or acquaintance between you and Governor Edwards? 

Answer. Not before my first visit to him at Mrs. Queen’s. I was an applicant to be appointed his 
private secretary. 

Question. Were you so appointed ? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. Are you to go to Mexico with Governor Edwards? 


Answer. I am not; I have procured other employment. 
WILLIAM B. HODGSON. 


JeremiaH Netson, of the House of Representatives, sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards: 
By Mr. Edwards: 

Question. Please to state what you recollect of my being sick at Mrs. Queen’s, after Mr. Noble came 
to lodge there. 

Answer. I then lodged at Mrs. Queen’s, and understood from several members of the family that 
Governor Edwards was very sick. I should think it was more than a week after Mr. Noble’s coming 
there that I visited Governor Edwards in his room; he was then very much indisposed; but I do not know 
whether he had or had not been out of his room since his being taken sick. 

By Mr. Forsyth: 

Question. When you visited him was he, in your opinion, well enough to go from one room of the 
house to another? 

Answer. I cannot tell; he often went out when I thought that a person so sick as he ought not to 
have done so. 

Question. Have you not known him to be out, night or day, when he was apparently more indisposed 
than he appeared to you to be at that time? 

Answer. I have not. 

By Mr. Edwards: 
Question. Do you recollect seeing me out of my room for a fortnight after Mr. Noble’s coming there? 
Answer. I cannot recollect whether you were or were not. 

By Mr. Forsyth: 

Question. Do you recollect whether Mr. Edwards had any medical attendance at that time? 

Answer, I cannot tell whether he had or had not. 

JEREMIAH NELSON. 


Asa E. Hovex sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards: 
By Mr. Edwards: 

Question. Do you recollect to have seen me at Mrs. Queen’s after I occupied the back room? 

Answer. I do. 

Question. What was my situation at that time? 

Answer. You were sick in bed. 

Question. Do you recollect at what time this was? 

Answer. I cannot remember the precise day. It was some time towards the latter end of February. 
I recollect that you were so much indisposed that I did not communicate the business for which I had 
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come. I called again some time afterward, but learning that you were still confined to your room I did 
not go in. 
A. E. HOUGH. 


Henry WasHIncTon QuEEN sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards: 
By Mr. Edwards: 

Question. Did you lodge in the same house with me during the last session of Congress? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. Please to state what you know about my being confined to my room after General Noble 
came there to lodge? 

Answer. You were not, during your illness at that time, out of your room, to my knowledge, after 
Wednesday while General Noble remained there. I am under the impression that you became confined 
to your room on a Tuesday. I remember your being at breakfast on the Monday morning previous. I do 
not recollect your being out of your room after Tuesday until you recovered. 

By Mr. Forsyth: 

Question. What enables you to fix with so much certainty on Monday and Tuesday? 

Answer. General Noble came on Saturday; was not at breakfast on Sunday; and came to breakfast 
for the first time on Monday, in company with Governor Edwards. 

Question. Were you much in Governor Edwards’ room during his confinement? 

Answer. I was several times there. 

Question. Do you know how long he was confined to bed after his first being taken so ill? 

Answer. I do not. 

H. W. QUEEN. 


Joun ©. Rives sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards: 
By Mr. Edwards: 

ie Please to state what you know of my indisposition while I was in the back room at Mrs. 
Queen’s f 

Answer. I know that you were sick while there, but I cannot say exactly at what time. I visited 
you between the beginning and middle of March. You told me that you were then unwell, and had had 
on the day before a very severe ague. I think it was two or three days after Mr. Hubbard (Lieutenant 
Governor of Illinois) was in this city. 

JOHN C. RIVES. 





List of bank notes which will be received by the Bank of Missouri, according to the letter of the President of 
that bank, dated the 9th of August, 1819. 


United States Bank and its branches. 

Bank of Missouri and branch. 

Bank of Kentucky and its branches at Louisville, Shelbyville, Lexington, and Paris. 

Bank of Virginia and its branches at Fredericksburg, Lynchburg, and Petersburg. 

Bank of Illinois, at Shawneetown. 

All the banks in New Orleans, Philadelphia, Baltimore,* New York, and District of Columbia,+ whose 
paper is received on deposit at the United States Bank and its branches. 


State oF Itunors, Madison County, ss. 


On the 13th day of May, 1824, personally appeared before the undersigned justice of the peace in 
and for said county, Thomas Lippincott, who, being duly affirmed according to law, deposes that the 
above is a correct copy of a paper found on the files of official letters in the Receiver’s office at Edwards- 
ville; that the paper, of which the foregoing is a copy, was folded in the letter of the Hon, William H. 
Crawford of November 1, 1819, and is in the same handwriting of the letter of the Hon. William H. 
Crawford of the 6th August, 1819. 

THOS. LIPPINCOTT. 


HAIL MASON, J. P. 


Affirmed and subscribed before me— 





Treasury Departuent, August 6, 1819. 


Sir: Observing by your monthly return, ending on the 30th June, that there remained in your hands 
a considerable sum of the public moneys, I wish to be informed why the same was not deposited in bank, 
in conformity with instructions from this department. Heretofore, when there was no bank in your 
vicinity, all reasonable allowance was made on account of the difficulties to which you were subjected in 
making your deposits, but now that a bank has been established in your place of residence there can be 
no longer any excuse whatsoever for retaining the public money. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 
Bensamin SrepHenson, Esq., 
Receiver of Public Moneys, Edwardsville. 


State or Ituinors, Madison County, ss. 


On the 13th day of May, 1824, personally appeared before the undersigned justice of the peace in 
and for the county aforesaid, Thomas Lippincott, who, being duly affirmed according to law, deposes that 


© Except the ‘City Bank.” + Except the ‘‘ Franklin Bank’’ and the ‘‘ Mechanics’ Bank,”’ both of Alexandria. 
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the above is a correct copy of a letter found by the deponent on the files of official letters in the Receiver’s 
office at Edwardsville; that the said letter appears to be in the handwriting of a clerk, but with the proper 
signature of the Hon. William H. Crawford, as the deponent believes, from a comparison with other 


letters received from the Treasury Department. 
THOS. LIPPINCOTT. 


Affirmed and subscribed before me— 
HAIL MASON, J. P. 





Recetver’s Orrice, Ldwardsville, Illinois, October 12, 1819, 


Sir: My absence from this place, on a necessary and indispensable visit to Kentucky, has put it out 
of my power, by an earlier opportunity than the ensuing mail, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 6th of August last, in which you express a wish to be informed why the public money in my hands 
has not been deposited in the bank of this place, in conformity with your instructions. 

I should certainly have continued to make the deposits in the bank had it not been for your letter of 
the 9th of April, in which you requested me to pay certain bills which you expected to be drawn on me 
by the Indian Agents of Chicago, Green Bay, Michilimackinac, Fort Wayne, and Piqua, at the same time 
apprising me that the sum which would be required at the close of each quarter was estimated at eleven 
thousand dollars. 

Knowing that, if I deposited the money in the bank to the credit of the Treasurer of the United 
States, I could not, without special authority, draw it out, I conceived I was fulfilling your wishes by 
retaining the money in my own hands for the purpose of paying, when presented, the drafts mentioned 
in your letter of the 9th of April; and I presume that the same construction has beeu given by the Receiver 
of Public Moneys at Kaskaskia to a similar letter which, I have been informed, he received from you, as 
he also, for a considerable time past, has made no deposits in the bank. 

As your letter of the 6th of August makes no reference to that of the 9th of April preceding, I 
should, at all events, feel somewhat at a loss how to act; but I believe I should make the deposits, were 
it not for other considerations which I feel it my duty previously to communicate to you. 

You are doubtless apprised of the hostility of the Bank of Missouri and citizens of St. Louis towards 
the bank of this place, supposed to be produced in consequence of certain deposits being withheld from 
that bank and placed in this. It seems to be believed, with what justice I do not pretend to say, that 
their object is to destroy this bank, with a view to coerce the regaining of the deposits in that; and, 
under the impression that they employ the public funds for the purpose of accomplishing that object, 
stockholders in and several Directors of the bank have, in disgust, either withdrawn or declared their 
intention to withdraw from any further concern in the bank. Some of them seem even willing that the 
Bank of Missouri should regain the deposits, professing to believe it would be the readiest means of 
causing the State pride and public feeling of this and some of the neighboring States to react upon that 
institution with the more effect. 

In this state of things the principal part of the stockholders have declined paying the instalments 
that otherwise were expected to be paid upon their stock. Two of the Directors have already resigned; 
others talk of doing so; and the publication of Governor Edwards, herewith transmitted, shows the course he 
is disposed to pursue. 

Though these measures—adopted, probably, with too much irritation—may not produce any serious 
evils to the bank, (and I hope they will not,) yet I feel that they impose a greater responsibility upon me 
than I am willing to take upon myself without the full disclosure of the whole circumstances to you, and 
such instructions as you may think fit to give thereupon. 

The situation of the bank at present I consider as favorable as could either be expected or desired, 
and, under the control of the Directors who have hitherto had the management of it, I should apprehend 
no kind of danger to the public or to individuals; but I know not who may succeed those that have 
resigned and intend to resign, nor who may be elected at the next annual election on the first of January 
next. It is true that I have no reason to apprehend, nor do I anticipate, any unfavorable change in the 
directory; but, under all the circumstances of the case, I would not wish to risk the responsibility of 
making the deposits in the bank till after the first of January next, without your instructions, given upon 
a knowledge of the facts above disclosed. 

I am the more averse to doing so from the difficulty that the bank must constantly encounter in 
converting Land Office notes into specie, so as to be prepared at all times to meet your drafts, and from 
the fear that those drafts may fall into the hands of persons who, under the influence of St. Louis, would 
be disposed to insist upon specie when notes would answer their purpose equally well, merely for the 
purpose of harassing and distressing the bank. 

In fact, while such a variety of notes are receivable for public lands, and specie so much in demand, 
I do not consider it any advantage to the bank to receive the deposits on terms that subject it to the 
payment of cash as often as you may find it necessary to draw for it, unless the times of payment could 
be fixed upon at certain regular periods that would afford ample opportunity for the necessary preparation. 
The Land Offices now receive but little money of any kind. This consists of notes on such a variety of 
banks, so remotely situated from each other, that it must be a considerable time before the notes upon 
any one bank would accumulate sufficiently to bear the expense of sending for the money; and in most 
cases there is no other opportunity of converting those notes into specie, owing particularly to the locality 
of the banks from which they issue. 

To make the deposits of any advantage the time of payment ought to be fixed as above suggested, 
or the drafts made payable in such notes as should be Land Office money at the time of presenting these 
drafts, or partly the one and partly the other. To continue to convert all the notes receivable at this 
office into specie, and concentrate it at a single spot, must be utterly impracticable, and, if practicable, 
would be attended with great expense. 

I beg leave to add that the Bank of Edwardsville has received foreign gold under the expectation 
that it would be taken by the Government, even after the 1st November next, and it is now held ready to 
be paid in consequence of notice from you of an intended draft for $30,000. It is to be hoped that no 
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difficulties upon the subject will arise if the expected draft should not be presented till after the 1st 
November. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your very humble servant. 


Srate oF Inunots, Madison County, ss. 


On the 13th day of May, 1824, personally appeared before the undersigned justice of the peace in 
and for the county aforesaid, Thomas Lippincott, who, being duly affirmed according to law, deposes that 
the foregoing is a true copy of a paper which was found by the deponent on the files of official letters 
appertaining to, and now in the Receiver’s office at Edwardsville, and endorsed, or filed, in the hand- 
writing of the late Benjamin Stephenson, dsq., Receiver uf Public Moneys, as follows, to wit: “Cepy to 
the Treasury Department, October, 1819.” 

THOMAS LIPPINCOTT. 

Affirmed and subscribed before me— 

HAIL MASON, J. P. 





EpwarpsvitiE, Jllinois, October 22, 1819. 


Dear Sir: Twelve thousand five hundred dollars of the capital stock of the Bank of Edwardsville 
having been paid into the bank since the date of my last letter, I feel it my duty to inform you of the 
circumstance, in consequence of some of the suggestions made in that letter. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
BENJAMIN STEPHENSON. 

Hon. Wat. H. Crawrorp, Secretary of the Treasury. 


Srare or Intinots, Madison County, ss. 


On the 13th day of May, 1824, personally appeared before the undersigned justice of the peace in 
and for the county aforesaid, Thomas Lippincott, who, being duly affirmed according to law, deposes that 
the above is a true copy of a paper on the files of official letters in the Recciver’s office at Edwardsville, 
in the handwriting of the late Benjamin Stephenson, Receiver. 

THOMAS LIPPINCOTT. 

Affirmed and subscribed before me-— 

HAIL MASON, J. P. 





Treasury Departuent, November 1, 1819. 


Sir: Upon referring to your monthly accounts it appears that you have retained all the money which 
has been received by you since the month of August last. 

As it is presumed that this has been the result of my letter of the 9th of April last, I request that 
you will, immediately after the receipt of this letter, deposit in the Bank of Edwardsville the whole of 
the money in your possession on the 30th instant. 

You will consider the letter of the 9th of April as authorizing the purchase of bills, in the manner 
therein directed, when you have funds, but not as authorizing the retention of the public money in your 
hands, at the end of each month, for that purpose. 

It is presumed that if any draft should be presented, when you have not money in your hands, that 
there will be no difficulty in having the draft taken up by the Bank of Edwardsville on its own account, 
or to be repaid by you as soon as you have funds sufficient for that purpose. 

I remain, with respect, your most obedient servant, 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 

Ben. STEPHENSON, Esq., Receiver Public Moneys. 


State or Inuivots, Madison County, ss. 


On the 13th day of May, 1824, personally appeared before the undersigned justice of the peace in 
and for the county aforesaid, Thomas Lippincott, of said county, who, being duly affirmed according to 
law, deposes that the within is a true copy of an original letter on the files of official letters in the office 
of the Receiver of Public Moneys at Edwardsville; that the deponent has been employed in the Receiver’s 
office the greater part of the time since the winter of 1821~2, and has had access to the files and papers 
thereof; and that the letter, of which the within is a copy, appears, from a comparison with the signature, 
and with the signature of other letters and papers received from the Treasury Department into the said 
office, evidently to be the handwriting of the Hon. William H. Crawford: And further this deponent saith 


not. 
THOS. LIPPINCOTT. 


Affirmed and subscribed before me— 
HAIL MASON, J. P. 





Treasory DepartMent, November 1, 1819. 


Sir: The letter of which the enclosed is a copy was addressed to the Receivers of Public Moneys at 
Kaskaskia and Edwardsville. 

From the returns of those officers it appears that the whole of the public money received by them 
since the month of August last has been retained, as it is presumed, for the purpose of meeting the drafts 
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which might be drawn in pursuance of that letter. From the same returns it appears that no such drafts 
have been presented. ; 

To prevent the inconvenience and risk which may result from the accumulation of such large sums 
in the hands of those officers, I have this day directed them to deposit in the bank the sums which may 
be in their possession on the 30th instant, and to deposit, monthly, the money which may be received 
during each month. Should any bill be presented to the Receiver of Public Money at Edwardsville or 
Kaskaskia, when they have not funds to meet it, I presume the bank will have no difficulty in making 
the advance, which will be refunded by the Receiver when funds to that amount shall be received by 
him, or the amount will be remitted to the bank by the draft of the Treasurer on the bank itself. Either 
course will be acceptable to the Department. Payments made in this manner will be found to be the 
most convenient mode of meeting the demands of the Treasury upon the bank on account of the public 
money deposited in it. 

I remain, with respect, your most obedient servant, 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 


Caster of the Bank of Edwardsville. 


Treasury DepartTmMENT, November 1, 1819. 


Sm: Upon referring to your monthly account it appears that you have retained all the money which 
has been received by you since the month of August last. 

As it is presumed that this has been the result of my letter of the 9th of April last, I request that 
you will immediately deposit in the Bank of Edwardsville whatever sums may be in your hands on the 
30th instant. 

You will consider the letter of the 9th of April as authority to purchase bills therein described when 
presented, if you have funds sufficient for that purpose, but not as authority to retain in your hands, at 
the end of each month, any part of the public money received in the course of the month. 

You will, after the deposit herein directed, make your deposits in the Bank of Missouri until other- 
wise directed. 

Iam, &c. 





Treasury Department, June 12, 1824. 


In compliance with the request of the committee on the address of Ninian Edwards, communicated 
through Mr. Forsyth, the Secretary of the Treasury has the honor to transmit the accompanying state- 
ments (Nos. 1, 2, and 3) from the Treasurer, showing: 

1. The balance of public moneys in the Bank of Steubenville at the end of every quarter, from the 
commencement of March, 1817, to the 3lst of March, 1824, and continued to 7th June, 1824. 

2. The same in relation to the Bank of Tombeckbe, from the commencement of March, 1819. 

3. The aggregate of moneys deposited to the credit of the Treasurer, and the balance remaining at 
his credit on the 7th of June, 1824, in each of the following banks: Steubenville, Chilicothe, Mississippi, 
Tombeckbe, Missouri, Vincennes, Edwardsville, Illinois, Franklin Bank of Columbus, Farmers and 
Mechanics’ Bank of Indiana, Branch Bank of Kentucky at Louisville, Planters and Merchants’ Bank of 
Huntsville, and Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank of Cincinnati. 

The Secretary has the honor to state that no payments have been made, directly, by the Bank of 
Missouri since its failure. It is known that previously to the 23d of November last $781 43 had been paid 
in specie by some of the parties whose debts had been assigned by it to the Treasury, and it is under- 
stood from the President of the bank that other sums have been paid in like manner, but the Receiver at 
St. Louis, who is employed by the Treasury as its agent in collecting the debt of that bank, has not yet 
reported them to the Secretary. Among the debts assigned to the Treasury was one of $10,030, and it 
appears that for the reasons and under the circumstances stated in the accompanying papers, (marked 
a* and b,) the agent entered into an arrangement by which $8,000 in notes of the treasury of the State 
of Missouri (commonly called Loan Office paper) were taken, at the rate of seventy-five cents to the dollar, 
in part payment of their debt, and these notes the Secretary directed to be specially deposited in the 
Branch Bank of the United States at Louisville, to the credit of the Treasurer. It also appears by the 
same papers that there were among the securities assigned by the bank for the payment of its debt to 
the Treasury, $15,006 in paper of this description. Of this sum (together with another of $50, which 
he appears to have since received) the agent at St. Louis, on his own judgment, subject to the approval 
of the Secretary, exchanged $4,539 64 for certificates of the Auditor of Missouri, and $5,000 for notes of 
the State Bank of Illinois, all which, with the balance of the Loan Office paper, have been placed to the 
credit of the Treasurer, as a special deposit, in the Branch Bank of the United States at Louisville. The 
exchange is represented as advantageous to the United States, but has not been sanctioned by the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
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Hon. Cuartrman of the Committee on the Address of Ninian Edwards. 


* a Extracts of a letter from George F. Strother to the Secretary of the Treasury, dated St. Louis, April 27, 1823. 
b Extract of a letter from Thomas Sloo to the Secretary of the Treasury, dated November 23, 1823. 
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BANK OF STEUBENVILLE. 


Statement showing the balance of public moneys at the end of every quarter, from the commencement of March 
1817, to the 31st of March, 1824, and continued to the Ith of June, 1824. ‘J 




















March ly LOL Cais caidisis view.c vscivsitecnenssws vaveces sbeeese $3,200 00 || December 31, 1820........ssccesecscccesecsccceeecseees $146,817 33 
June BD, IBITZ ccc ccvccccvcccccccccccccscesececcecce 40,934 00 || March ghee cdeaiccease cetucelcneececanesacas Secces 143,159 10 
September 30, 1817....sseeeeceeeeccceecececcecevesceees cee 69,277 80 || June BO, TSB. ..crccccccccccccccce cece eececccceseoes 154,541 63 
December 31. 1817...ccccecccccccccccccccccccceccccecccece 107,277 08 || September 30, 1821.........cceccecceccccsccccccecccceeccs 176,511 47 
March Bl, ISIS... .cccccccccccccccccccccccscsccccccccece NOUS S01 OG 1) DOCOMUOE Sls 10M c cinccces oececcdedscvccscesssouceosdsen 184,649 16 
June DD, LOIS ssssccccsscsinedececcccceescscscccccecses 81,075 15 |} March MUN ED Cesc dcacccsine Gane pe ssweseid nseminccesces 193, 352 13 
September 30, 1818......sseeeessveceees pdees ee Oeeweeeees 54, 854 68 |} June Ge OM cde Rais cod nsesase bewssevauweradaceacs 178,056 14 
December 31, 1818....scccccccccc.cccccccccccsccccscccoses 53,638 90 |} September 30, 1822. .......ccsccccccceccccccccccsesssceecs 201,485 32 
March 31, 1819....ccccccvccevccvcccccseccccccccssecces 54,443 47 |] December 31, 1822........ccccccccccceccccccccccccccccces 176,448 78 
June DOs SIDS ass coecee sccesovecsssccsccece ccovcseses 162,311 30 || March Bis loin ccasecascs Soeeasesecigiccaseeceisos cance 167, 445 63 
September 30, 1819......sssecsesevccceeccceeeceveceeseees 138,494 18 || June Migte re Auisici ciate bivsie vielee die Oued cerciealeacesinecesaes 175,517 57 
December 31, 1819...... Sisia\sinisio's piso sieiaiesleasabeebdlececionee 141, 428 37 || September 30, 1823..... Pe cececccccccccecces ce cccecccocece 180,415 54 
March BU; TO vinvcssidviecscisccccasatsesiovecseesces coe 152, 302 76 || December 31, 1823.......ssccccceccceccccccceseccceceaces 181,835 06 
June Dy LO vices ss ein einiese cscciedsscse si ces'seeeosessies 100,873 92 || March BL, TERA. ceccccscccccevcccccccccccccccccccecces 185,737 21 
September 30, 1820......000 coves sesccccceccccevccssesess 119,793 95 || June Ug tOM te dvteneeiee sodaevdassccedeeareuceacicess 186,995 85 








THOS. T. TUCKER, Treasurer United States, 
TREASURY OF THE UNITED States, June 11, 1824. 








BANK OF TOMBECKBE. 


Statement showing the balances of public moneys at the end of every quarter, from the commencement of March 
1, 1819, to 31st of March, 1824, and continued to the Ith of June, 1824. 














March BL, IBID. ccvceccccccvevvcccevccccccevcssecovcees $74,828 47 || December 31, 1821......ssceesssccceverecsceeecscessseees| $207,569 91 
June BD, IBID. crccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccs 459, 003 26 || March DESMO dcsicsectincdestecacwencacecs rere c 391,801 63 
September 30, 1819.....cecescccccccccecescvcccvcccesvececs 613, 874 10 || June DUT ie cwin scieewcsaceuesctecccsweseoiaccteses 212,863 48 
December 31, 1819.....ccccccccccccccccceccccceccccccccces 368,033 03 || September 30, 1822, ......ccscccsccesccccccccccesccccccecs 287,084 48 
March Bl, BRD. cccccccccccsccvccccccscccccs cocccccecs 996, 433 17 || December 31, 1822. ....cccccccccccccccccccscccscoccecscce 273,230 90 
June Ga OME so cee cvisciwewecwe aise sess ccccccccccce 320,053 50 || March Wis LUNE s cocinccicsincitiiodoetees peacgedncuacnemecs 274,698 37 
September 30, 1820.... ccccccccccccscccccvccvcvccvccccccecs 240, 759 93 | June Mg Miia cwcsccnectosssoceteugensespesccnasienns 283,780 74 
December 31, 1820... cccccccccccccccccccccccsccccces eee 215, 911'G2' || Hepeeenbier Ws AIP sacivvasveciccccveswccsccosvecevenceeces 278,012 98 
March Shg BIEN 6 01054 0 sicie wieinieis ence snsedeeseesbesecve 229,929 09 || December 31, 1823. ......cccccsccccccccccvcccccccccccccccs 428,585 52 
June DD, UGA cccccccccccccccccvccccccccccccccccoce 207,464 10 || March lig WU ae vieigeisins css sabe enedac eceeececds eadeuene 453,689 92 
September 30, 1821... ..cccccccccccccccccccccsccccccce sivas 215, 528 67 | June Fy lOtacsotcvcnsclasbette Guns ceseegororacdusees 319,597 41 








THOS. T. TUCKER, Treasurer United States. 
TREASURY OF THE Unitep States, June 11, 1824. 





No. 3. 


Statement showing the aggregate of moneys deposited to the credit of the Treasurer of the United States in the 
following banks, and the balance remaining in each of said banks on the Ith of June, 1824. 




















| 
Banks. Aggregate re- Balance. | Banks. Aggregate re- Balance. 
ceived. | ceived. 

BtOUbEN VINE. 5. s.cccccccsccccceccccse cess $633,009 56 | $186,995 8&5 | P. and M., Huntsville ......sseeeeeeees re $671,700 82 $45,167 11 
Chilicothe .......... Ce ecccecccccccces Seis 266,101 04 | No balance. | Miss0uri...ccccccccceccccccccccccceces 1,074,301 04 159, 963 87 
Franklin, Columbus.........ceeeeeee soeee 336,080 06 53,936 63 } VINCENNES. 0.00 ccccccccccccccccces eo ccccce 294,123 77 168,511 64 
Farmers and Mechanics’, Indiana.......... 599,070 16 25,775 52 | Edwardsville......sceesesceees Seecee eee 204, 338 90 46,973 00 
Branch Kentucky, Louisville..........+06- 132,231 61 | No balance. || Farmers and Mechanics’, Cincinnati...... 50,796 25 20,213 O1 
UBDISEITVDA, sca visie cise 's Oaeewiesasaie seine wes 343, 780 01 7,004 34 | THINGS 2... ccccccccccccccccccccccccccces 188,980 36 54,3)1 63 
Tombeckbe.....cccccccsecccccccccessecess| 2,023,960 85 319,597 41 | 











TREASURY OF THE UntTeD SraTes, June 11, 1824. 


THOMAS T. TUCKER, Treasurer United States. 





[a.] 


Extracts of a letter from George F. Strother, to the Secretary of the Treasury, dated St. Lowis, April 27, 1823. 


“Sir: Amongst the debts transferred to the United States by the Missouri Bank was one of $10,000 
upon Wilson P. Hunt. This debt was secured by mortgage, but the land pledged to secure the payment 
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had been previously mortgaged to Mr. Astor, of New York, for $10,000, upon which there was due eight 
or nine years’ interest. When this note was proposed to be transferred the debt was desperate, as the 
land would not bring more than $10,000; and the debt was considered nominal until Mr. Hunt stated that 
by mortgaging the land to a friend, if relieved from the bank incumbrance, he could procure $5,000, with 
which he could purchase a sufficient sum of money to purchase the amount of the bank debt in Loan 
Office paper. Upon reflection, it was determined to receive Loan Office paper in payment of his debt 
at 25 per cent. discount. Mr. Hunt on that day, and frequently, expressed to me a great desire to 
discharge this debt, and expressed a wish that if I should see any for sale I would send it to him. In 
February last he paid Mr. Barton $1,800.” “Considering the debt in some peril, my wish was to have it 
placed upon a sure footing. Three or four weeks since a gentleman applied to me to procure a loan of 
money; I informed him that I had none, but that if he would give ample security to return the Loan 
Office paper when wanted, I would put him upon the plan to secure it; that Mr. Hunt wished to discharge 
a debt due the Government in Loan Office paper; and if he would give his note, with sufficient security, 
to pay the United States $6,000 in Loan Office paper, with 6 per cent. interest, upon demand, that Mr, 
Hunt would give him, in money, the selling price, amounting to $2,250. My object was to accommodate 
two deserving, meritorious men, and serve the Government, by placing the debt upon a sure footing. The 
whole arrangement I communicated to Mr. Hunt, and told him I should communicate the transaction to 
you. He considered it a fair and advantageous arrangement for the Government.” 





[b.] 
Extract of a letter from Thomas Sloo to the Secretary of the Treasury. 


Sr. Louis, November 23, 1823. 


Sm: Agreeably to your request of the 24th of August last, I called on George F. Strother, Esq., on 
the 19th instant, to exhibit to me the evidences of transfer received by him from the Bank of Missouri as 
collateral security for the public money in its possession at the time of its failure. Not having received 
the list mentioned in your letter, I requested Colonel Strother to furnish me with one, a copy of which is 
herewith transmitted, and with which the evidences of debt generally agree. In some cases, however, 
they exceed, and in others they fall short of the amount stated in the list. The former is owing to credits 
which the parties are entitled to that have not been entered on their notes. The latter arises from interest 
due on stock notes, accounts of which were to have been furnished by the bank, as appears from a memo- 
randum of the President in the hands of Mr. Strother, and which he informs me has been repeatedly 
called for without effect. Amount received by Mr. Strother, as will appear from notes of payment in the 
list, is $781 43 in specie, and $50 in Loan Office money. The only case in which the evidence of debt has 
been at all changed is that of Wilson P. Hunt, who appears to have owed at the time of transfer $10,030, 
secured by mortgage on a tract of land in the neighborhood of St. Louis, that had been previously 
mortgaged to John Jacob Astor, of New York, for $10,000. Such was the uncertainty of this claim that 
the bank agreed to receive the amount in Loan Office paper when it was worth only 25 cents in the dollar, 
as I am informed by Mr. Strother. 

At present the debt of Hunt appears to stand thus: 


6 ee eds 1 xk AERC ENN EAE EE 4 SARA MERN REA DRE OE RKOREK ES $10,030 00 
I ER er Te eee rr er rT ee ere eT ey yer ere re ere eee 108 00 
Amount received by Joshua Barton, Esq., as per his receipt in the hands of Mr. Strother, 
ii ob sc 5b eSRRE LODE O AN EE RK OKA IDES SR KOERD ASS RED ESCO 0 1,866 67 
EET CELE TC CEE COTE TOREEET EET COTTE CCT CLT TEES 3,333 33 


Amount secured by conveyance of the Missouri Hotel to George I’. Strother, in trust, to be 
paid in Loan Office money at any time the Government may require it, with six per 
SE SURE, sc r.vddedaccras GbGCTE CARER ALES DENK AD bON AR dR OSI CRS RX 6,000 00 


From every information which I have been able to obtain in relation to this debt, I believe the change 
to have been a favorable one, inasmuch as I deem the security for the payment of the $6,000 as amply sufii- 
cient; and you now hold, for the payment of the balance due by Hunt, the same security which was held 
for the payment of the whole debt transferred. 


I have received from Mr. Strother, in Missouri Loan Office money.............-0.seee00. $5,466 50 
EE SE TL PLO Oe ee TOR Pe Te ee POPE Te Pe Tee Te eee Pee Tee ee 4,539 64 
Eee CRO T TOT TCC TEESE CLT TER UEC ELUTE OEE Ee 5,000 00 

15,006 14 


—— 


Received by Mr. Strother, in Missouri Loan Office money, viz: 





ee eC ers aas.c oo eee ee RNR RG REN NS 6 We Chadd Ke EME DEEDS CRE $8,000 00 
ss SSL 1e bw Fhe AGRON KEE KASS da ddASKA Dee eReeAEO ENS >> 6,956 00 
ee SECA he bine vise bd eM SS ROEMWN AES SKS SKAN NEE ES FS KES SOKO ORE 50 00 

15,006 00 


—— 
——, 








I have received this paper from Mr. Strother, considering it equal to the whole amount in Loan Office 
money. The Loan Office paper bears an interest of three per cent. per annum; the Auditor’s warrants 
an interest of six per cent. per annum; and the Illinois paper two per cent. And as to the warrants, no 
difficulty can arise in regard to the constitutionality of the issue. Mr. Strother informs me that it was 
his wish to have exchanged the whole amount of Loan Office money for Auditor’s warrants, by which 
arrangement the interest would have been increased three per cent. and the debt rendered eventually 
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more certain. Should this transaction not be considered as entirely satisfactory, Mr. Strother has assured 
me that he will make good the amount in Loan Office money, by redeeming the Auditor’s warrants and 
Illinois paper. The amount received I shall deposit, as directed, in the Branch of the United States Bank 
at Louisville, Kentucky, in the early part of next month. 

You will herewith receive the act of the State of Missouri establishing Loan Offices. I thought it 
unnecessary to incur the expense of obtaining an exemplification from the office of the Secretary of State, 
presuming that you wished it for your own satisfaction, and not to exhibit in a court of justice. 

Mr. Strother informed me that he had brought all the suits commenced on the debts transferred by 
the Bank of Missouri in the State courts, in consequence of doubts having arisen of the bank being 
chartered, for want of the signature of the Governor. The Supreme Court of the State, however, 
pronounced it chartered. 





DepaRTMENT OF War, June 15, 1824. 


Sm: Your letter of the 14th instant is received, enclosing a note of the honorable Mr. Forsyth, 
expressive of his wish to have “a copy of Mr. Edwards’ letter to the War Department, remonstrating 
against, or complaining of, an order which prevented the receiving of the Edwardsville Bank notes in 

ayment to the troops of the United States, written in or after 1819, and any other letters on the subject 
of the Bank of Edwardsville from Mr. Edwards,” and, in answer thereto, I have the honor to transmit a 
copy of a letter from Mr. Edwards to this Department, dated June 11, 1819, which the clerk charged with 
the files of letters received by the Department states to be the only letter from Mr. Edwards on the files 
of the Department in relation to that subject. 

In addition to my own files, I directed the files of the Paymaster General’s Office to be examined, 
and herewith transmit a copy of a report from that office, containing a copy of a letter from Mr. Edwards 
to the Paymaster General, of the same tenor and date as the one addressed by him to this office, which 
it will be seen by the report from that office is the only letter in relation to the subject on its files. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
J. C. CALHOUN. 


Hon. Epwarn Livineston, of the Committee of Investigation on the memorial of Hon. N. Edwards. 





EpwarpsvitLe, Illinois, June 11, 1819. 


Dear Sir: I beg leave to inform you that the Paymaster of the United States troops (Major Hall, 
now at St. Louis) is, by an order, (to which I hardly think you have ever given your approbation, ) required 
to pay those troops in specie, United States Bank notes, or the notes of the Bank of Missouri, in which 
latter it is understood those troops are generally if not exclusively paid. 

Iam sure I need not remark to you that such a preference of a little petty bank of a Territory over 
all the respectable banks of the western States, enabling it exclusively to circulate its notes at the distant 
points to which the troops are destined, cannot fail to be very objectionable to those States, even if such 
a distinction were not unjust in itself. 

I have the honor, &c., 
NINIAN EDWARDS. 


Hon. Secretary oF War. 





PaymasteR Generat’s Orrice, City of Washington, June 15, 1824. 


Sir: I have the honor to enclose, in obedience to your directions, a copy of a letter from the honorable 
Ninian Edwards to the Paymaster General, dated ‘“‘ Edwardsville, Illinois, June 11, 1819,” in relation to 
payments said to have been made, by order of the Paymaster General, to the troops in that part of the 
country, “in specie, United States Bank notes, or notes of the Bank of Missouri,” &c., &c., being the only 
letter found on the files of this office upon that subject. 

I am, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
NATH. FRYE, Jr., Chief Clerk. 

Hon. J. C. Carnoun, Secretary of War. 





Epwarpsvi..z, J/linois, June 11, 1819. 


Dear Sir: I think it my duty to apprise you that Major Hall, the Paymaster of the United States troops, 
is, and has been for some time past, acting under an order (which I am convinced you never authorized) 
requiring him to pay those troops in specie, United States Bank notes, or notes of the Bank of Missouri, 
in which latter it is understood they are generally if not exclusively paid. 

Considering the remote points at which those troops are destined to be stationed, the advantages 
which the present arrangement must afford to the Bank of Missouri, by enabling it to issue and circulate 
a great amount of its notes, without danger of their returning upon it for payment, are not less obvious 
than such a preference of a little petty bank of a Territory over all the respectable banks of the western 
States would be odious to those States; more I am sure it cannot be necessary to say on the subject. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
NINIAN EDWARDS. 

Paymaster GENERAL OF THE ARMY OF THE Unitep States, Washington City. 


vot. v——16 B 
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List of drafts drawn by the Treasurer of the United States on the Bank of Missouri since July 1, 1818, 





Drafts. Amount. Remarks. 








$1,478 86 


Be DN iacccisscscveveccoccsesescnsscevenesstssostasecosescses nce 
PRs iceesncsne siabadennene ced SeeibannseieiaemaMesheohseeeen 5,000 00 
MN cscs ca cavdovnsbsneusisdpesheoiesvent ens analaniinbsinn xan 10,000 00 


240 00 | Transferred to United States Branch Bank, Washington. 
250 00 Do. do. do. 
25,000 00 Do. do. do. 
48 00 
30,060 00 Do. do. do. 
258 60 Do. do. do. 
10,000 00 Do. do. do. 
106 00 
: 300 00 
sowsieeeaiesma 250 00 
125 00 
eoccevces 208 00 
eo cccccces 206 00 
300 00 Do. do. do. 
250 00 
16 00 
712 00 
13 46 
33,000 00 Do. do. do. 
35 48 
1,000 00 
100 00 
1,002 85 
. 250 00 
200 00 
1,000 00 
6,000 00 
36,541 00 
300 00 
300 00 
oe cceecccece 300 00 
6 éseeseee ieekhesassuwaneuye 125 00 
18,530 10 
600000 000000000000eec0cees oeceesecccecccsecccese seocees * 250 00 
Q5BB. ..cccccccccccccccccecs TIT e 500 00 
50,000 00 Do. do. do. 
160,000 00 | Transferred to the Bank of the United States. 
3,000 00 
752 51 
120 00 | Transferred to United States Branch Bank, Washington. 
20,000 00 
300 00 
25 50 
500 00 
250 00 
125 00 
300 00 
300 00 
10 00 
21,775 79 
14,000 00 | Transferred to United States Branch Bank, Louisville. 
40,156 00 | Transferred to the Bank of Tennessee. 
29,844 00 | Transferred to the Bank of Nashville. 
25,000 00 | Transferred to the Bank of Chilicothe. 
20,000 00 | Transferred to United States Branch Bank, Washington. 
1,175 00 Do. do. do. 
42,000 00 Do. do. do. 
24,887 81 
20,000 00 
200 00 
500 00 


9719. ...ccceee shsdweunsobnsbovebosssesee TTT 


QBE1. ..oceccceccecccesecs osnece ec vecccccccveces Secccccccvescccecs 
QBCQ. ...ceccccccccccecsesssccece occ cece ccce cee ccccevseescecces 
DEBS... cccccevercevcccresesccesoes oceccccvescccccscccveccecoes ve 
DEBE. .ceveccrececcvccscccsees $0000 000500 cnecesicccesccsesescocscese 
QB99. .crccseeerescccsecs eccccccccccccccccvccvcs cccccccccccccccces 


Q904. ..scccccccccccccccccccccvcrsvcvesscesccceseecscssececers saps 125 00 
G915. ceccccccccccccccccccccccerccecscsccs cocecceccece aesssedaseee 300 00 
9916. ...cccccccccccvccee: cvcece cece cccccevecces Secccccccceee penes 300 00 


250 00 
500 00 
1,214 48 
39,000 00 
2,000 00 
101 67 
128 60 
10,000 00 
; 62 50 
520 53 
84 79 


9917. ..cccccccccvesveveicces 900000000 ccccesvecscevcesone ecccccces 
GO1B. ..cccccccccesccccccesccces eeccccee cccccccccees corccccccccccs 
9939. ..... o cccccccccvcvccs ocncccccccccecccsccccceoececeees scecece 
9952. ..rcccrecovoeses Seep bisnicewe sens cence ccccccccecec cece ecccee 
GOG2. .cecccccccccesvecers Seenccavercvcccccvcseseees cccceee secece 
GO74. ..crcccccccvccesccceves Ty errerrerr es erccccce ° 
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LIST OF DRAFTS—Continued. 





Drafts. Amount. Remarks. 








MWitiwiiamen: | ial 
10 50 
48 00 
500 00 
Scanian peaceiteails shai sis 10,391 00 
2,316 92 


104, ..65 +e sees ee ere eee rere eee 250 00 
105 cccescccccceses see ce cece ccccee cece esc eseeeees eee 500 00 
107 sees leis <iarnis's sie ois eielaee ald) Sie\selnies Si aiewlelsisinigiece Raleeric 300 00 | Transferred to United States Branch Bank, Washington. 


300 00 Do. do. do. 


i scisiiernsneves Shea Meneiesaustinenaneipons caccesantss 
Wiscccce “ Us aaa ciaalnnceae dannii cea aaulouniials 125 00 
Diciicancioricinns puieakeicede acbees bie aaaeniacilsiai 62 50 
Ri iieisevncss ska RUAN Lilet essiid ilbnscinasciissaatiniidi 4,000 00 
OD cisiehiii eines arrmmeiedehinanic esnittes nectde 2,000 00 
i issccunsaeie nish Gul eRe bide eine Canaan eeibaixeswnss 27,846 94 
Si eek scene adh camera nae iReadaide puasitdaacannted 6,139 50 
NO scaicihch ahs ua piuiacaisaiae aaa asa a alae Mekewcnndiaenonts ; 193 00 
ne Gbinbieriabnes SPORT Spite eabent oh 500 00 
ic buscnhadasaaeeasciu uauipi miner edad desanataseasauicnsiicés 992 28 
Wincons Ci eLTN NAR an tas eenedeeiaadmis aaa ema 15,000 00 
216... panentadebincdinibiennnadas pbihiicbiccdideaidewicaaiiiiis 20,000 00 
OR ices es ceca vkesasia ban rneeanseleiaeaeenies’ . 433 70 


250 00 
125 00 
18 00 


i cusckeccseves ubiichuanubsienncaeiianas ; wininia 
REE Ivee ie eer eo oe eT seeds sista Selanne 500 00 
Mi Adina btickabnaahagiedaninaaeeuntiiaabidwcneomdiens eds 300 00 
isp sks seine cwaincdens wktitont’ iatuaiieentsieasts 300 00 
iiss Ce re ee el Fe eee Ae ee : 1,631 00 
aisha cab ai enien sae ockuanianeauriankadiois ‘ 300 00 
reais dag cplcalinawsaka conan Makadiaiecibadianteneines 62 50 


11,760 00 
243 13 


ciel ire a wilh Rapa atadsueilicenduailawlawensshlsions 
Naini teaieit nck sancindanecccicinsnchinintccmmcias 34,000 00 
I dshhicenriecceis shila ns bile nanan eaaiaoaeiaetisicavRwesiiesions és 500 00 
MOO esis eciewecees Rsisiiuiols.. saligasisersies olan iaieie/slcis saeeceersloentaed 125 00 
I abicicsit loadings ncchinb ipa neds ap elincaaideaesieaaaivaiees ioe 11,500 00 
DR sccktvanrnsstdlicaietes EE ear ree ee eee 11,3380 00 


867 53 
10,000 ov 
43 50 
8,000 00 
1,000 00 
1,500 00 
24 00 
82 00 
1,000 00 
8,000 00 
598 57 
737 50 


B17. woccccccccccccccccccccccvcceccecssscsccesecscccccs socc cece oe 
G16. .ncccccvccccce Ccccccccccccsecccccccees oo cccccesccccecs Sosees 
BBS. wrevccee cocccccccccccevesccccccesccccecccesscccves cece cees 


TU. cvcccccccccrccccccccccceccccccsccesccccecescccccces eecceccees 
BOS. ..ccccvcccccccccccccrecccccccccccccccs eocccccecs eocececes 417 00 
B04. ..ccccccvcccccccccccccccceccccscecccccsees eccccccccscccecoes 634 00 
BBS. cccccccccccccccccccccc ccs ccccccscccceescccceces cove ccccccce 40 77 





914, 337 17 








Those drafts, opposite to which no remarks are made, were drawn in favor of individuals for the payment of warrants. 
Payments to individuals. .....cccccccccseccccccccccccccccccccccccccscseccecces $432,393 57 
Transferred to different banks............. US iesindvees CCCs ons eSs Ve CSCe RRee Ne Sees Cees 481,943 60 
914,337 17 








THOS. T. TUCKER, Treasurer United States. 


Treasury or THE United States, June 11, 1824. 





Replication to Mr. Crawford’s communication to the Committee. 


In replying to Mr. Crawford’s communication to the committee on the 8th ultimo, the subject that 
seems first to demand notice, in the order in which he has presented it, is his attempt to free himself from 
the imputation of having taken advantage ‘‘of the moment of my departure,” to arraign the testimony 
which had been given by me before a former select committee of the House. In this, however, he does 
not pretend to deny any of the facts upon which that imputation was predicated, and, consequently, may 
be fairly considered as admitting them. For, seeing how ready he has been to advert to and dilate upon 
other minute and unimportant particulars, he would hardly have been silent in regard to the circumstances 
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which I had relied on, to prove that he must have been apprised of my intended departure, had he not 
been conscious of their truth. 

Laboring as he has done, in his communication, to prove that no such letter as J swore I saw the 
Receiver at Edwardsville write, could have been written, and that no such directions to continue the 
deposits as those mentioned in my testimony had ever been given, it can no longer be doubted by any 
one that the object of his report was to impeach my credibility. 

As nothing could justify so serious an insinuation upon light and frivolous grounds, he ought not to 
have made it without the most thorough conviction that it was well founded; and being so convinced, if 
he felt it his duty to allege it at all, it should have been done in distinct, unambiguous, and intelligible 
terms. Making it in a doubtful and equivocal manner shows a disposition to inflict the injury, and at the 
same time to secure a retreat from a just responsibility for it. His delay would, under any circumstances, 
render his motives suspicious. Under the particular circumstances of this case, it affords the strongest 
presumption that he intended to take advantage of my absence. The facts which he now affects to 
question I had asserted to himself two years, and with his knowledge had sworn to them more than one 
year before he thought proper to indicate the slightest doubt of their truth. How, then, is his silence on 
the subject during the whole of this period to be accounted for? Can any one who knows his disposition 
towards me believe that he would have delayed this imputation a moment if he had believed he could 
have sustained it in a fair and honorable contest? His having so long forborne to make it, when he knew 
I could have had an opportunity to defend myself, affords reasonable ground to believe that he would not 
have made it at all if he had not supposed I had actually lost that opportunity by having taken my 
departure for a foreign country. Why did he not question any of the facts to which I had deposed, in his 
letter of February, 1823, which he addressed to the chairman of the select committee alluded to, eleven 
days after my examination? Had he really believed that I had not sworn truly, there was then a most 
suitable occasion for making his present statement, and his conduct being then under investigation, there 
would have been every motive for making and none for withholding it. 

But this was not the only opportunity he let pass by unimproved. On the 27th of February, 1823, he 
made a partial report to the House, in obedience to the very resolution of May 8, 1822, of which he availed 
himself to make his recent attack upon me. This he might with as much propriety have done on the 
former as on the latter occasion. According to his own view of the subject, the letter in question being 
from a Receiver of Public Money, was not embraced by “a call only for the correspondence between 
certain banks and the Treasury,” and, of course, if ‘no such letter was called for,” his official duty did 
not require him to make any reference whatever to it. His communication on that subject was, therefore, 
wholly gratuitous, and might just as well have been made without any resolution of the House as under 
one that had no relation to it. But even supposing it to be otherwise, it is certainly a poor excuse for his 
not having transmitted the information called for on the 8th of May, 1822, before the 22d of March, 1824, 
that he could not get the correspondence copied sooner, when, from the swarm of applicants for employ- 
ment competent to this business with which the city constantly abounds, it cannot be doubted that he 
might at any time have had the whole of the correspondence copied in less than one month. From the 
very nature of it many hands might have been employed in it at the same time; and with a call so 
imperative, and his own plighted word afterwards that he would have the correspondence “prepared and 
transmitted to the House at the commencement of the late session of Congress,” he should not have felt 
himself at liberty to have made a profitable job of this business in favor of any individual, so as to have 
delayed it till the 22d of March last. 

But I shall not conclude this replication without exhibiting still greater difficulties to overcome before 
he can successfully exempt himself from the suspicion of having contemplated some advantages by post- 
poning his attack to “the moment of my departure.” At present, I will proceed to a brief examination of 
some of the new grounds and arguments thereupon by which he has elaborately endeavored to prove me 
guilty of perjury. 

In meeting him upon this accusation I must protest against the dexterous use he makes of the same 
facts to establish directly opposite conclusions in his favor. I am perfectly willing to yield him one side 
of the argument, and have no right to object to his taking choice, but more than this it would be unrea- 
sonable in him to ask and imprudent in me to concede. 

He attempts to infer that “my publication, announcing my intention of withdrawing from the Direc- 
torship of the Bank of Edwardsville,” as mentioned on my “oath,” could not have been communicated to 
him by the Receiver at Edwardsville, and even that it could not have existed, because it was not referred 
to in the letter of the Receiver at Kaskaskia of September 18, 1819, who, if it had existed, was bound by 
the Secretary’s instructions to communicate it, as “a circumstance affecting the character of the Bank of 
Edwardsville;” and yet he contends “that even if both the communications (my publication and the letter 
in question) alleged had actually been made, there was nothing in the fact for the Secretary to conceal; 
Mr. Edwards has stated, on oath, his opinion, that in the fall of 1819 the Bank of Edwardsville was in as 
good a condition as any bank in which the public moneys were deposited; and if so, what necessity was 
there for the Secretary to discontinue the deposits ?” 

Now, if the latter be true, there was surely “nothing in the fact” of my publication having been 
made, which the Receiver at Kaskaskia ‘was bound by the Secretary’s instructions to communicate.” 
On the other hand, if there was anything “in the fact” which the Receiver was bound to communicate, 
according to those instructions, it must have been something indicative of danger in continuing the 
deposits. It must be evident, therefore, either that the silence of this Receiver as to my publication is no 
evidence against its existence, or that it contained something “to conceal;” or, at least, to render the 
propriety of continuing the deposits somewhat questionable. 

The truth, however, is that I have nowhere contended that the Receiver’s letter rendered it Mr. Craw- 
ford’s duty to discontinue the deposits, and the avowal of such an opinion is most erroneously imputed 
to me, in direct opposition to the explanations I have given, and my declared objects in referring to that 
letter. Neither in my publication of 1819, avowing my intention of retiring from the bank, nor in my 
correspondence with him in February, 1822, nor in my oath before the committee in February, 1823, nor 
in my late communication to the House of Representatives of the 6th April last, is any such idea suggested. 
In fact, owing to the responsibility which I thought I had imposed upon myself by recommending the 
bank as a depository of public money, I did not think myself at liberty to retire from it until I had seen 
it through all the difficulties and embarrassments with which I found it struggling on my return from 
Congress, shortly after it had been authorized to receive the public money. ‘These difficulties having 
been overcome, and the time arrived when I thought I could with propriety announce my intention of 
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resigning, I made the publication which has been submitted to the committee, in which, after explicitly 
stating that “I was convinced it (the bank) could have nothing to fear from a comparison of its situation 
{as to solvency] with that of any other bank in the United States,” I add, “ Notwithstanding I do verily 
believe that neither the Government nor any individual is in danger of being intentionally imposed upon 
by the bank so long as it continues under the control of its present Directors, yet, intending to be absent 
from the State, and considering the disastrous pressure of the present times, the hostility which the bank 
has to encounter, and particularly the opposition of gentlemen in this State high in office, who have been 
extremely anxious to get other banks into operation with the aid of ‘foreign capital,’ as it is termed, I 
have determined to resign my seat in the Directory, and to withdraw from all future responsibility of any 
kind whatever in relation to this or any other bank, without making any further unsupported effort to 
retain any portion of the public deposits in this State, leaving it to the Directors to maintain their credit 
by their own good conduct, and to the Secretary of the Treasury to judge for himsel/, upon the returns he 
requires, how far it may be prudent to trust them.” 

Although I believed at the time that one of the papers in which my publication appeared was 
regularly sent to Mr. Crawford, yet I enclosed to him a paper containing it, and, that he might have as 

erfect control over the subject as possible, I prevailed upon Colonel Benjamin Stephenson, the Receiver 
and the President of the bank, who apprehended that ill consequences would result from my withdrawing 
from it, to write to the Secretary of the Treasury on the subject, and enclose to him one of my publica- 
tions also; and I advised him (the Receiver) in the meantime to withhold the deposits till he could receive 
further orders from the Secretary. 

In my correspondence with Mr. Crawford in February, 1822, which is exhibited by himself, referring 
to my publication and the situation of the bank at that time, I say, in one of my letters: “This publica- 
tion was contained in the St. Louis Enquirer, which I supposed you took at the time; it was also contained 
in a paper which I forwarded to you myself; and it was enclosed, referred to, and commented upon in a 
letter of the President of the bank to you.” In the other letter I say: “That I was the cause of the 
deposits being made there in the first instance I freely admit; but that I unequivocally declared that I 
would not be held responsible for that or any other bank, in any way whatever, after the fall of 1819; 
that you were notified thereof in due time; that the deposits have not been continued there, in consequence 
of my recommendation, since that period; and that the bank was then in a good situation, I may, I think, 
according to my present impressions, fairly insist on.” 

In my oath before the select committee on the 13th February, 1823, which Mr. Crawford has thought 
proper to impeach, after having testified to Colonel Stephenson’s having written the letter in question, and 
enclosed my publication, &c., | add: “The bank continued to pay specie, notwithstanding the pressure, 
and in the fall of that year I expect was in as good a situation as any bank in which the public money was 
then deposited.” 

In my late communication to the House of Representatives of the 6th April last I not only re-assert 
the same facts substantially in regard to the situation of the bank, but, by its monthly return for November, 
1819, have unquestionably proved them true to the fullest extent. And I expressly state in that com- 
munication that “even at the time of its failure its resources were, I am well satisfied, more than amply 
sufficient to have secured its debt to the Government.” 

It is, therefore, inconceivable to me upon what ground it has been assumed that in referring to the 
Receiver’s letter my object was “to charge the Secretary with continuing the deposits after he ought to 
have been alarmed for their safety,” especially while it is admitted that I spoke “in the most decided 
terms of the solvency and safety of the bank” at the time the letter was written. 

It is true I cannot consider it very prudent management in Mr. Crawford to have continued it a 
depository of public money after he had, as he says himself, ‘‘reason to apprehend a want of punctuality or 
good faith on its part,” especially without enforcing a compliance with its stipulation to make those returns 
which he considered necessary to insure the fidelity of all the banks that were made depositories of the 

ublic money. The former is acknowledged in his communication to the committee, (page 18.) The 
atter appears by his letter to the President of the Bank of Edwardsville of the 10th November, 1821, in 
which he states that “no statement of the account between the Bank of Edwardsville and the Treasurer 
of the United States has been rendered to this Department since that of the 3lst January last.”—(See 
document 140, part 2, page 439.) 

But whatever may be my opinion of his subsequent careless management in regard to this, as well 
as other western banks, I certainly never intended to refer to the letter in question for the purpose of 
showing that there existed at that time any such a state of things as rendered it necessary to withdraw the 
deposits from that bank. 

But as my having been a Director thereof at the time it was authorized to receive the public money 
might have had its influence with Mr. Crawford in selecting it for that purpose, I deemed it important to 
give him timely notice of my intention to resign, and to afford him a fair opportunity of adopting such a 
course as he might think expedient under the circumstances of the case. The Receiver, who was also 
the President of the bank, and who was more afraid of jeopardizing the former than anxious to retain 
the latter office, (for which he was not then allowed a cent of compensation,) fearing that the credit of 
the bank might be impaired and that other ill consequences might result from my withdrawing from it, 
and being also bound “by the Secretary’s instructions to communicate any circumstance affecting 
the character of the bank,” was very easily prevailed on to write the letter in question, to enclose 
my publication, and to withhold the deposits for the purpose of lessening the additional weight of 
responsibility which he thought, and truly thought, the circumstances mentioned in his letter had 
devolved upon him. 

My objects in referring to my publication and to this letter were two-fold: 

1. To show the course of conduct I had pursued in relation to my withdrawal from the bank. 

2. To show that Mr. Crawford was well informed and duly notified thereof. Both were rendered 
necessary by the ungenerous and disingenuous attempts to subject me to unjust censure which are 
adverted to in my correspondence with him in February, 1822. 

It is remarkable that, with a pertinacity the most extraordinary, he still perseveres in his: efforts to 
implicate me in the transactions of that bank, well knowing that my connexion with it has long since 
ceased. And hence is his labored effort in his late communication to the committee to prove that I 
continued to be a Director thereof after the fall of 1819. In doing this he must have attempted to 
impose upon others what he himself could not have believed. With all the information which he must 
have had at the time of writing his late communication what could be less justifiable than the implications 
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to which he has thus so recently endeavored to subject me? Whatever else he may think of me, you 
cannot believe that he thinks me so great a fool as to have so repeatedly and publicly asserted, and 
finally sworn to, the fact of my having withdrawn from the Directorship of that bank if it had not been 
true, since, in that case, it would have been so easy to have convicted me of falsehood and perjury, 
What, then, can be thought of his candor in insisting, even at this late period, that I continued to be 
Director of that bank after the fall of 1819? 

Let us, however, see how he endeavors to establish this fact: 

Referring to that part of my oath before the committee, in February, 1823, in which I had sworn 
that, though I had once been elected a Director since the fall of 1819, I had refused to accept the 

appointment, and had had nothing to do with the management of the bank since that time. “ Yet,” says 
he, “in the following winter Mr. Edwards is found presenting himself to the Secretary, not only in the 
character of a Director of the bank, but of a Director specially delegated and authorized by the bank to 
conclude an important arrangement with the Secretary in respect to the terms on which the bank was to 
continue a depository of public money. By the printed papers accompanying the Secretary’s report to the 
House, of the 27th of April, 1822, it appears that on the 16th of February, 1820, Mr. Edwards, then in 
Washington, transmitted to the Secretary a letter from the bank to the Secretary, signed by this very 
Receiver as President of the bank, containing a list of Directors for the year 1820, in which Mr. Edwards’ 
name is included; that at the same time he also transmitted to the Secretary a letter from the bank, 
signed by the same Mr, Stephenson, informing the Secretary that Mr. Edwards, as one of the Directors of 
the institution, is authorized to suggest certain modifications of the contract between the Secretary and the 
bank and to conclude such arrangements as he may deem acceptable, which will be considered obligatory; 
and he likewise transmitted at the same time a letter from the bank, addressed to himself, signed also by 
Mr. Stephenson, stating to him at large the changes desired by the bank and the reasons therefor.” 

Contrasting all this parade of circumstances with all that I did in regard to the authority thus 
conferred upon me “‘fo suggest certain modijications of the contract,” and to my “special delegation to conclude 
the important arrangement,” it would seem that Mr. Crawford could not have desired a stronger confirmation 
of the truth of the very statement which he now affects to question. What did I do? Nothing more 
than write to him a short note in the following words, viz: “I have the honor herewith to transmit to 
you certain communications which I have recently received from the Bank of Edwardsville, the object of 
which is fully explained by the communications themselves.” Is it presumable that any member of the 
Senate, (not excepting my colleague, who was opposed to the bank,) would not, under similar circum- 
stances, have done this much? Could I, with any kind of decent respect for a portion of the people I 
represented, have done less? 

Without otherwise saying anything to him on the subject, I simply left the papers to speak for 
themselves. At this time he and myself were on terms of intimacy, and, as I thought, cordiality and 
friendship. Had I not been determined not to interfere further in the business I should certainly have 
spoken to him about it. Had he not perfectly understood from my publication, &c., the reasons of my 
silence, he would, doubtless, have mentioned the subject to me. But no conversation having taken place 
between us in regard to this matter confirms my statement, and affords a very strong presumption that 
he had received all the information before referred to. ° 

His attempt to produce an impression unfavorable to me from the circumstance of my name appearing 
on the list of Directors is the more extraordinary, since he himself has prefaced his remarks on that 
subject with an extract from my oath, from which it appears “that, though I had been once elected to 
that station since 1819, I had refused to accept it.” He well knows that to constitute a Director requires 
the concurring wills of the electors and the person elected; and knowing I had “refused to accept the 
appointment,” nothing can be more disingenuous than to pretend to recognize me in that character. If he 
had entertained the least suspicion that I had not sworn truly on the subject his whole conduct towards 
me can leave no doubt that he would have spared no pains to have been prepared to prove the fact. It 
being, therefore, obvious that he must have believed my statement, in this particular at least, what can 
be thought of his effort to mislead others in regard to it? More frankness and candor surely were due 
to the exalted station he occupies. 

My name’s appearing on the list of Directors was produced by the following circumstances: The 
election took place on the Ist of January, 1820, while I was attending to my public duties in this place 
as a Senator of the United States, and though I had positively declared that I would not serve, I was 
elected by the influence of General Payne, of Kentucky, who held nearly half the stock of the bank, and 
hoped that he could prevail upon me to change my determination, which he in vain attempted to accom- 
plish; all of which, I have no doubt, Mr. Crawford well understood. It was probably owing to this 
gentleman’s influence, and that of his powerful connexions in Kentucky, that this bank continued so long 
a depository of public moneys. 

From Mr. Crawford’s present attempt, under all these circumstances, still to implicate me in the 
transactions of that bank, it may well be supposed that his first efforts for that purpose in 1822, which 
have been systematically and pertinaciously persevered in to the immediate cause of the present con- 
troversy, have not left me without just cause of complaint. 

My conduct in regard to that bank has been fairly stated. It was the result of a justifiable desire 
to protect my own character against casualties that might have injured it, and not with a view to injure 
or give dissatisfaction to any human being. Nor did I imagine that it could have produced any motive 
or furnished any ground for accusation against me. Finding, however, contrary to every reasonable 
expectation, that ‘partial information from the Treasury Department,” concerning my agency in bringing 
that bank into connexion with the Treasury, was extensively used with no little success, for the purpose 
of producing injurious implications against me, and thinking that I had just reason to apprehend they 
were about to be presented in a more imposing form, I felt myself called upon to address to Mr. Crawford 
my letter of the 9th of February, 1822, in which, from a desire that my conduct should be fairly under- 
stood, and with no intention or expectation of giving offence, I referred to and asserted the facts, 
substantially, in relation to my publication of 1819, and the Receiver’s letter, which are contained in my 
oath before the select committee in February, 1823. 

Nothing could have been more preposterous than my assertion of these facts and the request with 
which it was accompanied, if I had not supposed that all these documents were in Mr. Crawford’s 
possession. Nor can anything be more reasonable than to suppose that if they had not been received 


by him, he would then have said so. 
He, however, alleges that “his not having replied to this or any other matters contained in those 
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letters, resulted from his having declined any correspondence with Mr. Edwards on the subjects to which 
they referred, in consequence of a menace which the first of them contained.” But let us inquire what 
that menace was. 

Having stated, in my letter above referred to, circumstances which induced me to suppose, as well 
they might, that he intended to make some use of my name in a report he was about to make to the House 
of Representatives on the subject of the Bank of Edwardsville, I say: “I beg leave, most respectfully, 
to suggest that it would be but an act of justice to me to present my publication of 1819, in which 
I declared I would be no longer responsible for that or any other bank, in any way whatever;” declaring, 
in the same letter, that the object of it was to manifest my disposition or willingness to avoid the necessity 
on my part of calling for any information upon the subject, or referring to other matters. 

It is this declaration, candidly made with a view to avoid any measure that might be construed into 
an evidence of hostility, that he is pleased to consider ‘“‘ the menace which my first letter contained.” As, 
however, my real object was what I had declared it to be, I had no hesitation in saying in my second 
letter that “I owe it to myself unhesitatingly and promptly to disavow any intention of offering personal 
disrespect to you, or the station you occupy.” The menace, then, if any had been made, was withdrawn. 
Still, however, he did not think proper to deny that the communications alluded to were in his possession, 
which no doubt he would gladly have done if such had been the fact. 

But he did not, in fact, “decline any correspondence with me on the subjects to which my letters 
referred;” for, in his answer to my first one, among other observations which he made in relation to those 
“subjects,” he says: “I assure you, sir, it will afford me great pleasure to communicate to Congress all 
the information in the possession of the Department concerning that bank, your agency in bringing it 
into connexion with the Treasury, and the representations which were made against,” &c., thereby mani- 
festing a disposition rather to show that he had no desire to conceal and withhold the documents alluded 
to, than to deny their existence. 

Under these and other circumstances mentioned in my communication to the House of Representatives, 
it would be extraordinary, on the supposition that my publication and the Receiver’s letter had not been 
received, even if he had declined replying to my letter of February, 1822, that their existence should 
have remained for a period of more than two years unquestioned; and that even a doubt upon the subject 
should have been for the first time suggested “at the moment of my departure for a foreign country.” 

But Mr. Crawford has, in his communication, attempted to avail himself of an additional ground to 
convict me of false swearing in what he is pleased to call my “alleged expectation” that the letters 
referred to in my testimony, as having passed between himself and Colonel Stephenson, would have been 
communicated to the House under one or other of the resolutions of February, 1822. 

“As the resolutions,” says he, “under which it is alleged these letters should have been commu- 
nicated, call only for the correspondence between certain ‘banks’ and the Secretary, it is unnecessary to 
explain why, armong the letters which were communicated, any correspondence between a ‘ Receiver’ and 
the Secretary was not to be found; nor is it easy to imagine how any one informed of the tenor of those 
resolutions should have entertained the expectation of seeing the letters in question among the papers 
which were transmitted.” 

In order to a correct understanding of this part of the subject, it may be useful to advert to my 
testimony before the committee. In this, after stating that I had prevailed upon “Colonel Benjamin 
Stephenson, the Receiver, and the President of the Bank of Edwardsville, to write to the Secretary,” &c., 
I say, “1 was much surprised at not seeing this correspondence in the report, as well as one or more 
letters which, I confidently believe, were written to the Secretary of the Treasury in 1819, for the purpose 
of apprising him of the situation of the bank at that time, and inducing him to forbear to draw upon it 
until it could relieve itself from the pressure it was then encountering.” Now as, from my whole state- 
ment in regard to this matter, it is evident that the subject-matter of the letter referred to in my testimony 
related much more to the affairs of the bank than to the ordinary duties of the Receiver, it surely is not 
more extraordinary that I should have expected to have seen this letter, or so much of it, at least, as 
related to the affairs of the bank, “among the papers which were transmitted,” than that Mr. Crawford 
himself should have transmitted a variety of letters from this same Receiver under the resolutions 
referred to. 

But he has in other instances acted upon the very consideration which induced the “ expectation” on 
my part to which he now excepts; or why did he transmit his letter to the Receiver at St. Louis of 
January 19, 1822, (see Document No. 119,) and state, in the report which it accompanied, that he had 
transmitted “all the additional returns and correspondence required by the resolution, except two letters 
From the Receiver at St. Louis, which were of a confidential nature?” Nothing could have rendered it 
necessary to have communicated the first, or to have apologized for not transmitting the latter, but the 
circumstance of their relating, as the letter of Colonel Stephenson did, to the affairs of the bank. 

Having thus disposed of the amplifications which he has given to his original charge, as contained 
in the report in question, I now return to the latter, which is as follows: 

“The Hon. Mr. Edwards, late a Senator from Illinois, having stated on his examination before a 
committee of the House, on February 13, 1823, that the late Receiver of Public Moneys at Edwardsville 
had, on his advice and in his presence, written a letter to the Secretary, enclosing a copy of a publication 
which Mr. Edwards represents himself to have made some time in the year 1819, announcing his intention 
of retiring from the Directorship of the Bank of Edwardsville, and that he had advised the Receiver to 
withhold his deposits from the bank until he could receive further orders from the Secretary; and that 
the Receiver afterwards informed him that he had received a letter from the Secretary, directing him to 
continue the deposits; the Secretary deems it proper to state that no such letter from the Receiver is to 
be found on the files of the Department; that the officers employed in it have no recollection of the receipt 
of such a letter; and that, on an examination of the records of the Department, it appears that no answer 
to any such letter, directing the Receiver to continue the deposits, was ever written to him by the Secretary 
of the Treasury.” 

Whatever different interpretations, ingenious and forced constructions might have given to this 
report, Mr. Crawford’s elaborate commentary upon it must now carry conviction to every mind that its 
real object was, at least, to create a suspicion of the truth of my statement, both in regard to the 
Receiver’s having written the letter mentioned in my testimony, and of his having “ afterwards informed 
me that he had received a letter from the Secretary directing him to continue the deposits.” The report 
itself, as well as the commentary, alleges circumstances which are intended to invalidate the former, and _ 
he has impeached the latter by denying that he ever gave such instructions to the Receiver. 
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The facts, then, fairly at issue between us are— 

lst. Whether the Receiver did write the letter alluded to. 

2d. Whether he “afterwards informed me that he had received a letter from the Secretary directing 
him to continue the deposits.” 

As to the first: It appears that on August, 6, 1819, Mr. Crawford addressed a letter to the Receiver 
most emphatically requiring him to state “ why he had not then deposited the public moneys in his hands 
in the bank, in conformity with the instructions from the Department,” and alleging that there could be 
‘no longer any excuse whatever for retaining the public money.”—(See page 115 of this report.) 

It is difficuit to believe either that the Receiver would have neglected to answer this peremptory 
letter, or that Mr. Crawford would have tolerated such a disrespectful omission. The latter, however, has 
stated additional circumstances which render it wholly improbable that any such neglect should have 
occurred. He represents the Receiver as having been guilty of great remissness in regard to making his 
deposits for months before, and says that he (the Receiver) ‘‘must have discovered that the Secretary 
was dissatisfied with him for retaining the public money in his hands. He must have been aware that 
every subsequent return which he transmitted to the Treasury, as it exhibited an increasing balance, and 
as it showed that he made no deposits in bank, would aggravate the Secretary’s dissatisfaction.” My. 
Crawford, however, relies upon these circumstances to prove that if the Receiver had answered this 
letter he would in his subsequent correspondence,. consisting of two short notes, have made “some 
allusion to the communication which explained the reason of his apparent disobedience, and to the 
instructions which he expected in answer, for the government of his conduct in that important particular,” 
but would it not, let me ask, have been much more extraordinary and unaccountable that he should 
not have answered the letter at all, than that he should have failed in one or two short subsequent com- 
munications to have alluded to his answer ? 

The letter, in fact, was fully answered on the 12th October, 1819. No other answer was ever given 
by the Receiver. And this is the very letter in question which, after accounting for its delay, assigns as 
a reason for not having theretofore made the deposits, a difficulty that might thereby have been created of 
complying with previous instructions; presents an account of the then situation of the bank; intimates 
apprehensions as to its future prospects; declares an unwillingness to make further deposits without 
such instructions as the Secretary might think fit to give “on a full disclosure of the whole circumstances 
of the case;” and, among other things, expressly states that ‘“ the publication of Governor Edwards, here- 
with transmitted, shows the course he is disposed to pursue.” All of which, I am happy to say, can be estab- 
lished by the original draught of the letter itself on file in the office of Samuel D. Lockwood, Esq., Recciver 
of Public Moneys at Edwardsville, with an endorsement thereon in the handwriting of the late Receiver, 
(who has been dead about eighteen months,) purporting that the letter was sent to Mr. Crawford in 
October, 1819, (of which an attested copy is hereto annexed.)—(See page 116 of this document. ) 

On the 22d October, 1819, ten days after the date of the letter last referred to, the Receiver again 
writes to Mr. Crawford, and states that “twelve thousand five hundred dollars of the capital stock of the 
Bank of Edwardsville having been paid into the bank since the date of my ast letter, I feel it my duty to 
inform you of the circumstance in consequence of some of the suggestions made in that letter.”—(See page 117.) 
The first fact in issue between Mr. Crawford and myself is therefore established. 

As to the 2d, viz: “That the Receiver informed me he had received a letter from the Secretary 
directing him to continue the deposits.” It must be admitted that my statement does not render me at 
all responsible for the truth of this information, and that it might have been given to me even if it had 
not been true. But as this circumstance would have weakened, so the fact of Mr. Crawford’s having 
actually writen a letter to the Receiver in November, 1819, expressly saying ‘ I request that you will, 
immediately after the receipt of this letter, deposit in the Bank of Edwardsville the whole of the money in your 

possession on the 30th instant,” must sufficiently corroborate my testimony. 

This letter, it is true, does not profess to be an answer to the letter of the Receiver of the 12th 
October, 1819, nor have I imposed upon myself any obligation to prove it to be so. But there are certainly 
strong circumstances to show— 

1. That it was written in consequence of the Receiver’s letter. 

2. That it could not have been written on the grounds upon which it professes to have been written. 

As to the first: It is worthy of remark that, in noticing “the difficulty” suggested by the Receiver 
as an excuse for not having made the deposits, Mr. Crawford is so particwar in pointing out the means 
of obviating that difficulty, that it is almost impossible to resist the belief that he had then received the 
letter in question. 

This belief, however, acquires great additional, if not irresistible strength from another document 
which Mr. Crawford enclosed in his letter to the Receiver of the lst November, 1819. It will be perceived 
that among the strongest reasons urged by the Receiver for declining to make the deposits in the Bank 
of Edwardsville without further instructions from the Secretary, were his apprehensions of danger to it 
from “the hostility of the Bank of Missouri, and citizens of St. Louis;” and his apprehensions that the drafts 
of the Secretary might fall into their hands, or those of persons who, under their influence, would be 
disposed to insist upon specie, when notes would answer them equally well, merely for the purpose of 
harassing and distressing the bank.” It is presumable that it was to allay these apprehensions that Mr. 
Crawford (who had checked the Bank of Missouri for its conduct towards other banks) transmitted in 
his letter to the Receiver, who was also the President of the Bank of Edwardsville, the document alluded 
to, which is headed “‘a list of bank notes which would be received by the Bank of Missouri according to 
the letter of the President of that bank dated August 9, 1819.”—(See page 115.) For what other possible 
purpose could this “dist” have been intended? And what else could have induced him to send it to the 
Receiver at Edwardsville ? 

Further corroboration of his having received the letter in question is furnished by the circumstances 
of his having, on the same day that he wrote to the Receiver at Edwardsville, writtcn on the same subject 
to both the Receiver at Kaskaskia and the Cashier of the Bank of Edwardsville, giving to the former 
particular instructions about making his deposits, and enclosing to the latter a copy of a letter that he 
represents himself to have written to both these Receivers, from which it appears that he ordered them 
to deposit all the public moneys which they should receive after the last day of the month in which he 
wrote, not in the Bank of Edwardsville, but in the Bank of Missouri until otherwise directed.—(See page 
118.) 
Considering the circumstances disclosed by Mr. Crawford, in regard to the withholding of the deposits 
by those two Receivers, it is not to be presumed that either of them would have been guilty of any 
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unnecessary delay in making the deposits after the receipt of his letters to them of the 1st November, 
1819; and if these letiers, which purport to have been written at that time, were promptly transmitted 
by mail according to their respective destinations, it is inexplicable that the Receiver at Edwardsville, 
who resided within about two hundred yards of the bank, of which he was also the President, should not 
have deposited “the whole of the money in his possession on the 30th November,” before the 3lst Decem- 
ber, and that the Receiver at Kaskaskia should not have made his deposits until the 3d January following. 
Mr. Crawford admits that the former did not receive his letter till some time in the month of December, 
but at what time in that month is not stated, nor how the fact was ascertained or is ascertainable—(See 
his communication, page 6.) Such delays as must have intervened between the date and receipt of 
those letters, at a season of the year when the mail is liable to so little obstruction, afford matter of 
speculation, in which, for the present, I forbear to indulge. 

But, I would ask, what, but the letter of the Receiver at Edwardsville of the 12th October, could 
have startled Mr. Crawford into all this hurry of writing, and sudden change of the place of deposit, and 
at the same time account for the subsequent hesitation that seems to be fairly inferrible from these other- 
wise unaccountable delays? As that letter was well calculated to produce such results, and nothing else 
appears to account for them, it cannot be unreasonable to refer them to that cause. 

He attempts to avoid the inference of his having received this letter and my publication, by stating 
“that if they had been known to him, they would naturally have been alluded to on such an occasion” 
as that of writing to those Receivers; in other words, that the receipt of them would have been acknowl- 
edged by him. But he admits the receipt of the letters of Mrs. Stephenson and the Receiver at 
Kaskaskia of the 18th September, 1819, and attaches much importance to them in his communication; 
yet, though it would have been just as “natural” that he should have alluded to them as to the letter of 
the Receiver of the 12th October, he is as silent as to either of them as he is to the latter, or as he was 
to that part of the letter of the President of the Bank of Missouri, of the 9th August, 1819, which gives 
such an alarming account of the Bank of Edwardsville. His not having noticed the letter in question 
in any of his subsequent communications, therefore furnishes no evidence to rebut the strong presumption 
that I have relied upon to prove that he must have received it. 

Let us then briefly inquire whether his letter of the Ist November could have been written on the 
grounds upon which it professes to have been written ? 

He professes to have been induced to write it from an inspection and examination of the monthly 
accounts of those Receivers, and commences it in the following words, viz: “Upon referring to your 
monthly accounts, it appears that you have retained all the money which has been received by you since 
the month of August last.” Now a moment’s reflection is all that can be necessary to convince you that 
there could not have been at Washington on the Ist November more than one monthly account of moneys 
received after the month of August preceding. And if he had really referred to their monthly accounts, 
he would have perceived that the Receiver at Kaskaskia had retained in his hands all the money received 
by him after the 18th May, and that the Receiver at Edwardsville had made no deposit since the first day 
of the preceding July; circumstances which it is extremely improbable he would have overlooked, or 
neglected to advert to in his letter, unless, indeed, there was some peculiarity in these cases, that defies 
all skill in guessing, which rendered it more excusable in these officers to have retained one part of the 
public money than another. 

But, if something more than meets the eye was not intended, why was his letter to the Bank of 
Edwardsville of Ist November, 1819, together with its enclosure, on the subject of those very deposits, 
suppressed? Their omission concealed a fact which affords a very strong presumption that he had 
received the letter of the Receiver at Edwardsville of the 12th October, and it is rendered less probable 
that they were withheld through inadvertence or forgetfulness, from the circumstances of my having 
called his attention to the subject, by my correspondence with him in February, 1822, just about the time 
he made the report that ought to have contained them. , ' 

This letter, though at last brought out upon the third call upon Mr. Crawford for his correspondence 
with the banks, and accompanying the report that was intended to affect me so injuriously, is still given 
in such a manner as not only to conceal the true state of the case, but to produce an impression directly 
contrary to the fact, by omitting to communicate its enclosure, which is so referred to as necessarily to 
make it a part of the letter, and this impression would probably never have been questioned, but for the 
present contest in which the report has involved me. 

The letter commences by saying, “The letter of which the enclosed is a copy, was addressed to the 
Receivers of Public Money at Kaskaskia and Edwardsville. * * * To prevent the inconvenience and 
risk which may result from the accumulation of such large sums in the hands of those officers, I have this 
day directed them to deposit in the bank the sums which may be in their possession on the 30th instant, 
and to deposit monthly the money which may be received during each month.” 

Now, in what bank would any one suppose these monthly deposits were to be made? Certainly in 
the Bank of Edwardsville, to which the letter was addressed. But palpable as this conclusion may 
appear, the fact is directly otherwise, and the enclosure will prove it. By the latter, Mr. Crawford says 
“‘T request that you will immediately deposit in the Bank of Edwardsville whatever sums may be in your 
hands on the 30th instant, (November, 1819.) * * * You will, after the deposit herein directed, make 

your deposits in the Bank of Missouri until otherwise directed.” Who, let me ask, could have inferred from 
this letter alone that these directions had been given to those Receivers or to either of them? And can 
it be denied that this enclosure ought to have been communicated for the sake of truth if nothing more ? 

But let us see how this case stands in other respects. If he did not send such a letter and give such 
instructions to those Receivers, he made a direct and positive misrepresentation to the bank, for which 
no adequate motive can be perceived. But if, as he himself asserts, he did give such instructions, it 
shows most clearly that he did intend to suspend the making of deposits in that bank, and accounts, much 
more satisfactorily than he has done in his communication to you, for his letter of the 20th April, 1820, 
which directs the deposits to be continued with a degree of particularity that would scarcely have been 
thought necessary if there had been no reason to suppose it had been his intention to discontinue them. 

But he has appealed to the want of any assignable motive for the concealment of any of the fore- 
going facts as proof that none was intended. I take no issue with him upon his motives or intentions. 
I may, however, be permitted to say that the pertinacity with which, in opposition to all the proofs I have 
exhibited, he still endeavors to hold me responsible for the Bank of Edwardsville, after the fall of 1819, 
renders it probable that he might not have been willing to let me escape from responsibility at that time. 
Overwhelmed, as he was, with representations against the bank, my withdrawal from it may have confirmed 
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his fears, and rendered him reluctant to disclose any circumstance that was calculated to devolve upon 
him an increased responsibility for events then apprehended and since realized. 

Having received a communication, through the committee, that contains a reference to a conversation 
that I am represented to have had with Mr. Campbell, of Ohio, on the day of my departure from the city 
in March last, I feel myself authorized to give the following explanations: 

In travelling through Kentucky last summer I received, at Russellville, in that State, a confidential] 
communication from Virginia, warning me that I was to be attacked at the then succeeding session of 
Congress, and that Governor Coles, of Illinois, was expected to co-operate in it, and advising me strongly 
to come on to Washington a week or two before the meeting of Congress, for the purpose of preparing 
for a defence. These intimations coming from a source that I knew to be entitled to the highest respect 
I did not think it prudent to disregard them, and not expecting to return to Illinois for some time there. 
after, I wrote to the Hon. Daniel P. Cook on the subject; in consequence of which, a correspondence took 
place between him and Governor Coles, in which, I believe, the latter disavowed the correctness of the 
information as it related to him. I refer to this correspondence with less reluctance, because Governor 
Coles, whose character is well known here, can establish it. 

Being thus warned, I endeavored to prepare for the threatened attack, and came on to Congress with 
a determination to do nothing unnecessarily to provoke it, but to meet it, whatever it might be, with 
firmness whenever it should be made. I, however, never once suspected anything like the insinuation 
contained in Mr. Crawford’s report; and though I may have written as much, or even more than has been 
supposed, preparatory for an anticipated attack, yet it is most certain that not one word of it related to 
the subject of the report. This I had neither anticipated, heard of, nor seen, till about one hour before m 
intended departure, on the day after it was communicated to the House. It then took me by such perfect 
surprise that I neither knew nor could decide what was best to be done with it; and I left the city 
without ever having mentioned the subject, as well as I can recollect, to any person or persons, except 
three members of the House of Representatives, of whom Mr. Campbell, of Ohio, was one. I met with 
him on the morning I left the city, and my impression is that he introduced the subject, and seemed to 
have no doubt that the report was intended as an attack upon me. In the course of the conversation 
with him I alluded to the confidential information above referred to, probably spoke of what I had 
prepared and intended to have done in any event that might have rendered it necessary to have defended 
myself at an earlier period, and regretted that I could not have been permitted to get off in peace. It is 
idle to insinuate that my answer to the report could have been written before my departure from this 
place. The latter could not be answered till it existed; and after it was known to me, I did not remain 
here long enough for any such purpose. Besides, a letter which I wrote to Mr. Campbell, on my journey, 
(towards whom I had no motive for concealment,) will show that my communication was then not only 
written, but that I did not expect to employ more than three hours in replying to the report. One thing 
is certain, that no man could have been less disposed than myself to be the aggressor in any controversy 
whatever at that time; and if I had not considered the report as intended and calculated to fix an indelible 
blot upon my reputation, which I knew I did not deserve, nothing would have been heard from me in 
regard to Mr. Crawford. 

The anxiety which the committee manifest, and must so naturally feel, to get through with this 
investigation, and my continued indisposition rendering it impossible to proceed with my replication to 
Mr. Crawford’s communication as I had intended, so as to finish it within the time which I could reason- 
ably hope to prevail upon the committee to wait, I feel myself compelled to postpone to a future occasion, 
which will not be neglected, a full answer to all his remarks, and at present to content myself with a few 
observations upon those of them which are most prominent, and seem to demand the most immediate 
attention. 

Commencing his justification for receiving so much uncurrent paper, some of which was greatly 
below par, from certain local banks, with a history of the commencement of the direct connexion of the 
Bank of Missouri with the Treasury Department, on the Ist August, 1818, he says: “Before this time the 
bank had acted as the agent of the Bank of the United States. It had fulfilled its engagements with 
that institution with good faith,&c. * * * * The large amount of money to be received from the 
sale of public lands in that quarter rendered a connexion with such a bank not only convenient, but 
necessary. * * * The Receivers were instructed to receive the notes of such banks as paid specie 
on demand for their notes, and no other, and to deposit them in the bank to the credit of the Treasurer.” 
But, says he, in this arrangement with the bank “there was no stipulation as to what kinds of money it 
should receive or pay for the Treasury.” These, therefore, must have been general deposits; and having 
been made at the solicitation of the bank, without any special agreement, it thereby imposed upon itself 
the highest obligation in regard to them that the acceptance of an unconditional and general deposit 
could create upon any bank whatever. 

But, besides this general principle, there was a contract that excludes every construction which could 
have imposed upon him any obligation, moral or legal, to have taken from the bank any paper that was 
not of as much value as the deposit at the time it was made. 

This bank was continued a depository of the public money on the same terms on which it had been 
employed as the agent of the Bank of the United States, except that instead of the deposits being subject 
to the drafts of the Cashier of the Bank of the United States, they were, on this second arrangement, to 
be drawn out “from time to time by Treasury drafts.” 

In both cases they were to be drawn for “as occasion might require, subject to the following 
conditions, viz: 

“Ist. If in favor of individuals, to be paid at sight. 

“9d. If in favor of the Bank of the United States, payable in sixty days.” 

It appears from Mr. Crawford’s own reports, “that in 1817 an arrangement was made between him- 
self and the Bank of the United States, by which the public funds were to be deposited in the branches of 
that institution in all places where such branches existed; and where there was no such branches, the 
bank was to designate certain State banks, for which it would be responsible, and in which such public 
moneys should be deposited,” &c. 

In conformity with this arrangement, the Bank of the United States, having selected and employed 
the Bank of Missouri as a depository of the public money, became responsible to the Treasury Department 
to pay cash for all moneys therein deposited. This it could have had no motive for doing without a 
correspondent obligation on the part of the Bank of Missouri. Who could be better judges of what would 
create such an obligation than the enlightened President and Directors of the Bank of the United States? 
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Their disinterested opinion on the subject is practically demonstrated by the adoption of measures which 
they must have considered fully adequate to secure their own interest, and impose upon the Bank of 
Missouri the correspondent obligation above referred to.” Their, therefore, not requiring “a stipulation 
as to what kind of money the Bank of Missouri should pay” is the best proof that they did not consider 
any stipulation, in addition to those expressed or implied by the contract, as necessary to impose upon 
that bank the obligation to pay cash. 

If, then, notwithstanding the want of such a stipulation, the Bank of Missouri was answerable to the 
Bank of the United States for the public deposits as cash, by what kind of argument can it be demon- 
strated that the absence of such a stipulation exempted it from a similar obligation in its subsequent 
engagements with the Treasury Department ? 

By the contract there were but two ways by which the Secretary could claim the right to demand or 
the bank the right to make payment: The one by drafts in favor of individuals, payable at sight; the 
other by drafts in favor of the Bank of the United States, payable in sixty days. There was, therefore, 
no obligation on Mr. Crawford to receive one cent himself, nor to enter into an arrangement with other 
banks to receive any part of the deposits from the Bank of Missouri. How, then, was he “bound” to 
accept the uncurrent money which he received from that bank? By the contract he could have lawfull 
required it to pay the whole amount of deposits, either on drafts in favor of individuals or of the Bank of 
the United States, subject to the conditions that apply to each. Had he drawn for the whole amount of 
the deposits, according to the contract, his drafts could not have been discharged, without the consent of 
the holders thereof, in anything but legal money, and a protest of the drafts would unquestionably have 
furnished good cause of action against the bank. 

But it is manifest, from other considerations, that it could not have been the intention of the parties 
that the deposits were not to be considered as a cash demand upon the bank. Both parties knew at the 
time of the contract that the Bank of the United States would not receive in payment anything but cash, 
or its equivalent; a contract, therefore, on the part of the Bank of Missouri to pay, if required, the whole 
amount of the deposits to the Bank of the United States, must have been understood as an obligation to 
pay it in legal money, or such other funds as that bank would consent to receive. 

If the construction now contended for by Mr. Crawford be correct it equally applies to all the other 
banks which he employed, whose connexion with the Bank of the United States ceased on the 30th of 
June, 1819, and a more injudicious arrangement, nor one better calculated to perpetuate “the evils of 
special deposits,” could not well have been made. They were not bound to receive any notes which, at 
the time of deposit, were not equal to cash; and if they might thereafter discharge the obligations created 
by those deposits in depreciated paper, there could not be worse management than permitting the deposits 
to accumulate, as he says they did, in the Bank of Missouri, in rather less than one year, to the amount of 
upwards of $640,000, composed principally of notes most liable, from the very nature of the times, to 
depreciate. 

: Under such circumstances, however solvent the Bank of Missouri might be, such an amount of notes 
could not be kept on hand so long without danger of great loss to the Treasury; and therefore it must 
have been bad management not to have found some means of exchanging them for cash, or applying them 
to the public service. 

It is, however, but a waste of time to dwell upon a point which the testimony of some of the best 
informed and most distinguished gentlemen of which this country can boast, taken in this case, proves 
to be so incompatible with the general usage and practice of banks in such cases. 

I will, therefore, notice this part of Mr. Crawford’s communication no further than to make a single 
remark upon the evidence by which he endeavors [to prove] that he was “ bound” to have taken even 
more uncurrent notes than he did receive from the Bank of Missouri. ‘‘ This evidence (says he) is state- 
ment E, prepared at the Bank of Missouri, and laid before the Missouri Legislature by a committee which 
was appointed to examine the report of the bank, and which committee represents itself to have had 
before it, and carefully examined, the books, notes, and such other papers of the bank as were necessary.” 
The statement is “of moneys on hand September 6, 1819, received from the several Receivers of Public 
Moneys, being such as they were authorized to receive by the Hon. Wm. H. Crawford, Secretary of the 
Treasury.” It purports, he adds, to have been taken from a register kept by the Cashier of the bank 
from August 8, 1818, to September 6, 1819, which period includes only twenty-seven days not embraced 
by the first arrangement under which the bank was accountable only in kind. By this statement it appears 
that the bank had then on hand notes taken from Receivers, of a description not receivable by it on general 
ht as cash, amounting to $569,064, of which $283,757 were of the kinds transferred by it to the 

reasury.” 

In stopping so short, however, with his quotation from this document, he has omitted a most material 
part of it, which overthrows his whole conclusions, for, in reference to those very notes, the document 
states that though they had been received as above stated, “the bank did, at its own expense and risk, 
convert the same into specie.” If, then, this document is good for anything, it leaves him wholly destitute 
of any apology whatever for receiving uncurrent notes from that bank. 

But waiving all question of his obligation to receive uncurrent notes from this bank, I return to and 
insist upon a specific statement contained in my communication to the House, which I think he has but 
poorly evaded. 

It is this : “That being called on by a resolution of the House of Representatives to state the amount 
of uncurrent notes which he received from those banks, he has misstated it, making it less than it really 
was.” 

To decide this matter, it is necessary to see both what he has said and what he has done in regard 
to it. 

In his report of February 14, 1822, page 8, in replying to the call that had been made upon him for 
the amount of uncurrent paper which he had received from certain banks, he says as follows, viz: 

_ “From the Bank of Tombeckbe there have been received $15,311 in the notes of the State Bank of 
North Carolina. 
‘From the Bank of Missouri there have been received the following sums, viz: 


“am notes of the State Rank of North Carolina .... 2... 022. cccevccccccccccccccseccaes $42,000 
Fe I i on coe uchbeReeasubeh Ns Saws Cree vasecrveasies 29,844 
“Tn notes of the Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank of Cincinnati ............0ceeee eee ceeds 11,845 
“In notes of the Miami Exporting Company..........ssececssecs scececcceccccccceeeecs 8,661 


ee rr reer TT rere 3,846 











132 FINANCE. [No. 719. 





See OE Wee Dam OF DIMIAIOM ...... 55a. 5 5 arcs hase esesvnrsceresinsusseserscaveees $291 
“In notes of the Farmers, Mechanics, and Manufacturers’ Bank of Chilicothe .............. 350 

“And from the Bank of Edwardsville there have been received $18,562 in notes of the Bank of 
Kentucky and its branches. 

“In the two first cases the notes were received in the month of March, 1820, and in the third, in 
October, 1821. All these notes above described were uncurrent at the time they were received from the 
banks * * * * * * In no other case have uncurrent bank notes been received from any bank in 
which the public money has been deposited.” 

These are the assertions of Mr. Crawford, about which there can be no dispute. If, then, I can show 
another case or other cases in which uncurrent bank notes have been as clearly received from the Bank of 
Missouri as in the cases he has mentioned, I make good my statement. This being all that I desire, I shall 
content myself with but a single case at present. 

In his letter, I No. 9, of March 2, 1820, to the President of the Bank of Missouri, he acknowledges 
that, “in consideration of a proposition made by Colonel Reddick, as agent for the Bank of Missouri,” he 
had agreed to take a draft “in favor of the Bank of the State of Tennessee, payable at Louisville, for 
$40,156 in notes of that bank and its branches.”—(See document 66.) 

His letter, B No. 25, to the President of the Bank of Missouri, of the 14th of November, 1820, and 
the President’s answer, B No. 26, of the 12th of December, 1820, (see document 119,) show that the said 
$40,156 in notes of the Bank of Tennessee and its branches, were transmitted to the Branch Bank of the 
United States at Louisville on the 2lst of May, 1820, according to his orders, where they were received 
by him. 

‘ The Hon. Hugh L. White’s testimony shows that these notes were mostly on the branches of the 
State Bank of Tennessee, and that those branches had suspended specie payments some time in the 
summer of the previous year. 

These notes, it will be seen, are not included among the uncurrent notes which Mr. Crawford acknowl- 
edges to have received, though they were equally entitled to that denomination. I therefore submit the 
naked fact to the committee, that he did receive uncurrent notes to a considerable amount in another case 
besides those specified in his report on that subject. 

Without positively denying this statement, Mr. Crawford would seem to impugn it by alleging that 
those notes were immediately placed to the credit of the Treasurer, as cash, by the Bank of Tennessee. 
This, if ever so correct, cannot disprove the fact I have alleged. The notes in the hands of the Treasurer 
were as much a cash demand upon the bank as any entry it could make on its books upon their alleged 
transfer. But, had they been paid the next day, it would not prove they were not uncurrent when 
received. They, however, remained at Louisville from May 21, 1820, till January, 1822, and have only 
been discharged by payments in depreciated paper to pensioners, and, possibly, a few other public 
creditors; so that, if the Treasury has escaped a loss, it has fallen upon those who were entitled to the 
gratitude and justice of their country. But I have not pretended to allege anything more upon this 
subject than the mere fact that more uncurrent notes were received than has been stated by Mr. Crawford, 
and therefore it is not incumbent upon me to show that the Treasury has sustained any loss, or that the 
Bank of Missouri has gained an advantage at the expense of the poor pensioners on the Government. I 
have not represented these “as notes of insolvent banks,” as those on some of the banks of Ohio actually 
were; but I have no doubt that as much might have been said in favor of the receipt of some of the 
other Tennessee notes, which Mr. Crawford acknowledges were uncurrent, as of those on the branches of 
the Bank of Tennessee. If, however, I am bound to pursue the subject further, for my own justification, 
then, certainly, I have a right to call for and should wish to see the proof on which Mr. Crawford has 
predicated the statement which he has made to the committee on this subject. 

The next subject to which I be leave to call the attention of the committee is to my fifth statement, 
in the following words, viz: 

“That he has, in his report to the House, misrepresented the obligations of those banks, or some of 
them, at least, and predicated thereon an indefensible excuse for his conduct in receiving those uncurrent 
notes.” 

It is evident that I have been misapprehended in regard to this statement. I certainly never intended 
to be understood as alleging that Mr. Crawford had misrepresented the contracts which were submitted 
with his report; for I myself relied on those contracts and the fact that no public money had been 
received by the Banks of Edwardsville and Tombeckbe, before the date of their respective contracts to 
pay cash for the deposits, for proof of my allegation. 

The committee justly consider this statement as the recapitulation of a charge previously made, and 
it will be seen that, for a specification thereof, I referred to a preceding part of the communication that 
contained it. This is expressed in the following words, viz: 

“Being called on by a resolution of the House of Representatives to state the amount of uncurrent 
paper which he received from the local banks that had been made the depositories of public money 
received from the sale of public lands, he admits the receipt of a large amount from the Banks of 
Edwardsville, Missouri, and Tombeckbe; but, as an excuse for his conduct, he represents those notes to 
have been deposited in these banks “before the date of their contracts under which they agreed to 
account for the public deposits as specie.” 

My opinion certainly is, that any statement which either adds to or diminishes the real obligations of 
those banks must be a misrepresentation of their obligations, and, taking Mr. Crawford’s statement to be 
correct, it implies the existence of obligations different from those contained in the “ contracts submitted 
with his report;” for the deposits could, not have been made “ before” the date of those contracts without 
an expressed or implied contract thereupon, which was not communicated, but which, from his statement, 
must be understood as giving to those banks a right to tender the money which he received from them. 

My object, however, was to show that he had misstated the fact in saying “that the uncurrent notes 
which he had received from the Banks of Edwardsville and Tombeckbe had been deposited in these banks 
before the date of their contracts under which they agreed to account for the public deposits as specie;” 
and this statement I now beg leave to submit to the decision of the committee, holding myself ready, if 
the committee have any doubts on the subject, to show that those deposits were made in these banks 
after and not before the date of their contracts to pay cash for them. 

Mr. Crawford has labored to show that the interest of the western country required the employment 
of the local banks as depositories of public money. I am not disposed to contest this point, nor to deny 
that a judicious employment of solvent and prudent local banks for this purpose might have afforded 
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some relief ; though the principal object which he seems to have had in view was to relieve the Bank of 
the United States from the odium of collecting the public revenue and converting it into available funds 
by substituting the local banks for that purpose. According to his arrangement, as he himself has 
developed it, his intention was to render the public money, by whomsoever collected, available wherever 
the public service might require it. Of course, whether collected by the local banks or the Bank of the 
United States, it was intended that all of it which could not be appropriated to the public service in the 
western should be transferred to the Atlantic States. The drain of specie, or its equivalent, therefore, 
from the west, with the exception of the permanent deposits, was intended to be the same in either case; 
and it is doubtful, at least, whether the ephemeral relief thus afforded to the western community has not 
been more than overbalanced by the evils which finally resulted from the injudicious execution and 
suicidal extension of this plan. Certainly great losses have resulted from it, as the events of every day 
exhibit, and if they have not fallen upon the Treasury the people cannot have escaped them. 

The principal ground of my objections to Mr. Crawford’s conduct in this respect has been exhibited 
to the House in the following words, viz: “The most objectionable parts of his conduct in regard to these 
matters are his mismanagement of those banks, and his continuing to employ them after he himself had 
become sensible of the danger of doing so.” 

To establish this statement I rely upon his communication to the committee to show that he continued 
the Bank of Edwardsville a depository of public money after he was so convinced of its want of good 
faith as to act, in other respects, upon that opinion. 

I rely upon his correspondence with the Banks of Tombeckbe, Huntsville, Steubenville, and Vincennes, 
and Governor Jennings’ testimony in regard to the latter, to show that he was apprised that there was 
danger in continuing the deposits in the three first, and that he continued the latter a depository of public 
money after it had forfeited all claim to his confidence, and proved to his own satisfaction that it could 
not safely be trusted. 

I rely upon the testimony that has been taken before the committee to prove, Ist. That he has acted 
illegally in making deposits of public money in local banks in the District of Columbia, and even in this 
city, without making report to,thereof Congress, according to law; 2d. That he has, in a variety of 
instances, abused his power to make depesits of the public money by actually making pure gratuitous 
loans thereof; and, 3d. That of the loans which he thus made in 1819 a part thereof has not been repaid, 
and is in danger of being lost. 

By the document 66, A No. 10, it appears that, notwithstanding he had made loans to certain local 
banks in the District of Columbia which were so crippled as not to be able to continue their operations 
without the assistance he afforded them from the Treasury, and particularly the Mechanics’ Bank of 
Alexandria, whose situation he well knew, and to which he had made five several loans of public money 
to enable it, as the witnesses say, to wind up its affairs, and which loans, or the major part thereof, 
remained unpaid, he did, on the Ist of August, 1820, the year after these loans were made, direct the 
Receivers of Public Moneys in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, and Michigan to receive the notes of those 
banks in payment for public lands. 

By document No. 66 it appears that the Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank of Cincinnati, into which he 
directed the public deposits to be.made in 1819, besides its other debts, owed to the Bank of the United 
States $220,000, had issued its own notes to the amount of $77,550, and had of specie only $19,430, and 
that he was twice offered any additional security for the fulfilment of its engagements which he might 
require, but which he declined taking. 

By the same document it appears that he declined the offer to pay interest by the Bank of Huntsville 
which the Treasury was justly entitled to receive from that bank. ‘ 

By his report in the case of Mr. Brahan, Receiver of Public Moneys at Huntsville, it appears that 
that officer had appropriated a very large amount of the public money to his own use; that he was con- 
tinued in office an improper length of time after his misconduct was known to Mr. Crawford; that, finally, 
in settling with him, a large amount that was justly due to the United States as interest upon the money 
which he had misapplied was relinquished; and that the indulgence he received as to the time of repay- 
ment was more than he deserved. 

By Mr. Crawford’s own communication to the committee he himself has shown a case of a Receiver 
which would have rendered it improper to continue any man in such an office under the circumstances 
which he has stated. 

There must also have been some bad management in his permitting the deposits in the Bank of 
Missouri, to accumulate to the amount of $726,000 when the transfer of any part thereof to the Branch 
Bank of the United States at Louisville was so practicable by the facilities constantly afforded by steam- 
buat navigation between St. Louis and that place; in his permitting the Bank of Missouri to delay the 
payment he required from it in June, 1819, for about five months; in his withdrawal, in March, 1820, of 
his previous drafts upon it, and then agreeing to take a much less sum, and a great portion of it in uncurrent 
notes, with an intimation to the President of the bank of ten months additional indulgence, (see his letter 
I No. 9, 66;) and this, too, at a time when the bank must have had in its vaults, besides its other good 
funds, about $221,599 40 in specie, which it was permitted to retain and use, and which was $43,424 40 
more than the whole amount of the payments stipulated for by Colonel Reddick as the agent of the 
bank.—(See bank return, February 1820.) 

Admitting that Mr. Crawford was right in receiving so much uncurrent money from this bank, I 
submit it to the committee whether he was not wrong in permitting the bank at that time still to retain 
such a large amount of public money in its possession, and, for a more detailed illustration of this subject, 
I beg leave to invite the attention of the committee to the last document attached to my communication 
4 the House, and to a comparison of the statements therein contained with the public documents to which 
they refer. 

I greatly regret that the want of time will not permit the committee to allow me the benefit of 
testimony that I otherwise could produce in relation to the management of the Banks of Tombeckbe 
and Steubenville. I beg leave, however, to refer you to a table herewith transmitted, which shows the 
amount of continued deposits in those banks for years in succession above the permanent deposits allowed 
to them, respectively, and to submit to you, whether these deposits thus continued can be considered in 
a less objectionable light than loans without interest.—(See pages 91, 92, 93.) 

NINIAN EDWARDS. 
June 11, 1824, 
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To the honorable John Floyd, Chairman of the Committee, &c.: 


Deeply impressed with the importance of the present investigation to myself, personally, I beg leave 
with unfeigned deference and respect, to submit to the consideration of the committee the following 
remarks: 

Sensible I am that the statements of my address to the House, to use the language of the committee 
are such as should not be “ lightly made,” and resolved I am that, if they are “superficially examined,” i: 
shall be in spite of my utmost exertions. 

It is obvious to the common sense of mankind, and apparent from the reasoning of the committee 
that from the active nature of responsibility, both moral and official, in this country, upon him who 
undertakes to arraign the conduct of an important functionary must the weight of his charges recoil if 
he fail to establish them. This consideration, while it furnishes a motive for zeal and perseverance on 
my part, is calculated to oppress me with mortification at finding that the committee have given this 
decided and injurious direction to the statements, which they think fit to denominate charges, contained 
in my address, after they had commanded, and before they could procure, my appearance for the purpose 
of explaining and enforcing those statements. 

This having been done, I trust I shall be pardoned for endeavoring to show to the satisfaction of the 
committee that the course of reasoning by which it was effected is not authorized either by the facts 
admitted by themselves or by the evidence which was presented to them. 

To relieve this subject, as far as may be, from the complexity of words and inferences in which it ig 
involved, I must be permitted to define, beyond the power of misinterpretation, the character and import 
of the statements which I made, and to claim, if I show that they are sustained by the facts and evidence 
offered to the committee, relief from the culpable responsibility with which their report has a tendency to 
burden me, and from the onerous task of investigating motives which my address does not assign, or of 
abiding in the accountable position indicated by the committee the result of a moral inquiry, which, how- 
ever it may comport with the partialities of Mr. Crawford’s friends, is certainly excursive and gratuitous 
in reference to the statements which I had the honor to advance. These the committee, not adverting to 
the document by which they were occasioned, have denominated charges, and as such they are fairly and 
conveniently susceptible of a division into two general heads, each of which may be supported by main- 
taining the specifications upon which they depend. 

According to this arrangement the first is to this effect, viz: That the Secretary of the Treasury, the 
Hon. William H. Crawford, has mismanaged the national funds; and the second amounts to this: That 
the Secretary of the Treasury has been guilty of neglect of official duty. 

In order to sustain these charges I shall follow the example of the committee, and shall, in the first 
place, recite the resolution of Congress of April 30, 1816, which declares “That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he is hereby, required and directed to adopt such measures as he may deem necessary 
to cause, as soon as may be, all duties, taxes, debts, or sums of money accruing or becoming payable to 
the United States to be collected and paid in legal currency of the United States, or Treasury notes, or 
notes of the Bank of the United States, as by law provided and declared, or in notes of banks which are 
payable and paid on demand in the said legal currency of the United States; and that from and after the 
20th day of February next no such duties, taxes, debts, or sums of money accruing or becoming payable 
to the United States, as aforesaid, ought to be collected or received otherwise than in the legal currency 
of the United States, or in notes of banks which are payable and paid on demand in the said legal cur- 
rency of the United States.” 

By the terms of this resolution it is not only plain to the understanding of every man, but expressly 
declared by the committee, it was made “ obviously imperative” on the Secretary of the Treasury, after 
the 20th of February, 1817, “to allow nothing to be received for debts due to the United States but the 
legal currency of the United States, Treasury notes, notes of the Bank of the United States, or of those 
State banks the notes of which were payable and paid on demand in cash.” 

In conformity with the injunctions of this resolution, and with the act incorporating the Bank of the 
United States, an arrangement, (agreement,) it is affirmed by the committee, was concluded in the early 
part of 1817, between the Secretary of the Treasury and that institution, by which it was stipulated that 
the public funds were to be deposited in the branches of the Bank of the United States in all places where 
such branches existed, and in others that bank was to select and designate certain State banks for 
which it was to be responsible, and in which such public moneys were to be deposited, and notes of all 
banks whose paper the Bank of the United States would receive in deposit as cash, and none other, were 

to be received on sales of the public lands. On the 30th of June, 1818, this agreement, it is stated by the 
committee, terminated at the instance of the Bank of the United States, and under the circumstances 
attending this fact the Secretary entered into agreements with certain State banks, by which they were 
employed as points of deposit and instruments of transfer for the public money in the course of its col- 
lection and disbursement. Engagements of this description were effected by the Secretary with the 
Bank of Missouri on the Ist of August, 1818; with the Bank of Edwardsville on the Ist of February, 
1819; and with those of Illinois, Huntsville, and Tombeckbe about the same time. Soon, however, it is 
declared by the committee, this connexion between the State banks and the Secretary of the Treasury 
was extended in its application and varied in its obligations. A greater number of banks were embraced 
by it, and more favorable conditions were allowed them. It was agreed that as an equivalent for the 
risk and expense of deposit and transfer the use of a stipulated sum should be permitted them as a 
permanent deposit, which was not to be withdrawn except in a certain specified case. 

The substance of this agreement between the Treasury and these State banks is expressed by the 
committee in the following words: 

‘“‘], That the bank should receive in deposit to the credit of the Treasury, as cash, from the Receivers 
of Public Moneys all the current notes of such banks as maintain cash payments; with power, however, 
to discontinue to receive the notes of any particular bank on giving reasonable notice of such intention 
to the Receiver. 

“9. That the bank should pay at sight all drafts from the Treasury, and should also transfer, on 
request, all sums on hand beyond the amount of the stipulated permanent deposit to the Bank of the 
United States, or certain enumerated branches of that bank; and that a fixed sum should remain in the 
bank, as before mentioned, as a permanent deposit, to be transferred, however, to the Bank of the United 
States in six months after the termination of the agreement. 
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“3. That if the money were wanted for disbursement in the neighborhood of the banks it might be 
drawn for at sight, notwithstanding such drafts might reduce the permanent deposit below the stipulated 
um. 
: “The amount of this permanent deposit was to be increased if it should appear that the bank should 
receive and transfer such large sums as that the expense thereof should not be considered as compensated 
by the benefit of the deposit which had been stipulated. It was also prescribed that the bank should 
yender to the Secretary of the Treasury and to the Treasurer duplicate monthly returns of its accounts 
with the Treasurer, and to the Secretary confidential monthly returns of the state of its own affairs; 
showing also the credits of all public officers in the bank, and also quarterly lists or returns of all its 
debtors, to the end that the Secretary of the Treasury might determine on the propriety of continuing 
the public deposit in such bank.” 

The effect of this arrangement is thus summed up by the committee: ; 

“The following table shows the amount of the permanent deposit allowed to each bank respectively, 
as the equivalent for the services rendered, or expected to be rendered, by it to the Treasury: 


ee CEU nnn Gh ne CARKAREERA EWEEK ORERD WE OOO $50,000 
CLE eins a sie yk kay k'WS4 04% SNE RRREAEO DES EOE ENO DHRC RE 100,000 
I os kil ww is ON ew hw AO e AOIG A SON OR Oe ww eee wee 20,000 
“Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank of Indiana................... er re rrr er ere TT 40,000 
ee Se SI iii bons 00% cde ewanenecdaseaeebecsdeweceunee 50,000 
“Beamon Damk Of Rentucky, af Lodieville....... 2. ccc cccccccccsccsccccsccceeses 100,000 
Re Oe See, HE Cob, IN Oi iin ince ane cinnee secvenerceesceecareneess 100,000 
“Planters and Merchants’ Bank of Huntsville............... ccc ccc cece cece ceees 75,000 
ee Liew eens echoes al da LaPEa seo huewsendenenwadedbe 150.000 
hori sil ap Wa Wkwe eae G AK RDEREN DAR o NORA bOEOOSEE DEREK 75,000 
ai EEA eK ROCAANR SE eR AKERS eke ee eee es haw Rea 40,000 
“Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank of Cincinnati... . .........cccesecccsccnsscccessces 100,000 


“The amount of these permanent deposits is nine hundred thousand dollars, the interest on which 
sum, at six per cent., would be fifty-four thousand dollars.” And I allege, in support of my first charge, 
that, by means of it, the Treasury of the United States was made to pay to the State banks enumerated 
the sum of $54,000 annually for receiving and transferring the public money—a service which the Bank of 
the United States was bound by the provisions of its charter, as well as by the agreement of the early 
part of 1817, to perform without compensation. 

This allegation the committee declare to be unfounded. They ccnsider that the Bank of the United 
States was bound to transfer no other description of public funds than cash funds; and, in order to sustain 
their declaration, they affirm that the Bank of the United States was not bound to receive in deposit “as 
cash the bills of any banks but its own.” In this affirmation there appears to me to be something of a 
fallacy, the detection of which may perhaps induce the committee to doubt the correctness of their 
construction of this obligation of the Bank of the United States. By the circular of the Treasury to the 
State banks under date of the Ist of July, 1818, announcing the termination of the agreement between 
the former and the Bank of the United States, and expressing conditions upon the acceptance of which 
the advantage of deposit and the services of transfer between the former and the Bank of the United 
States were extended to these banks, they are instructed in relation to all sums deposited subsequently 
to the 30th of June, 1818, (the period at which the agreement with the Bank of the United States 
expired,) “to enter them, as heretofore, to the credit of the Bank of the United States for the use of the 
United States.” And in his letter to this institution, of the 30th of June, the Secretary maintains 
earnestly and successfully the existence of a complete right in the Treasury to hold the Bank of the 
United States responsible for whatever ‘moneys were deposited to its credit in the State banks;” and 
after remarking that “an examination of the returns made by the bank to the Treasury, and the public 
money in its possesgion for which the Treasurer [of the United States] is credited, supports this position, 
he alleges in illustration of it “for whatever the bank has charged itself in its accounts with the Treasury, 
except for the special deposits, it is, I presume, in point of law and common sense, responsible. The special 
deposits were entered to the credit of the Treasury upon the express stipulation that the bank should not 
be accountable until they were converted into specie, or into bills admitted by the bank to be equal to 
specie.” He adds below, “I am persuaded that the facts and inferences drawn from them in the preceding 
pages will be sufficient to show that the responsibility deemed so extraordinary by the Directors has 
been assumed from the date of the arrangement and continues to the present moment unimpaired.” 

These extracts establish the following conclusions, viz: That, up to the moment. when the Secretary 
permitted the obligation of the Bank of the United States to expire (as he says in his circular of the Ist 
July following) “by agreement,” that institution was responsible in cash for all the public funds received 
by it on deposit, except such in regard to which the contrary was eapressly stipulated, and that, consequently, 
it was bound to transfer them, at the will of the Secretary of the Treasury, free of expense, and without 
compensation. This, it is admitted by the committee, it was bound to do in reference to “ cash funds ;” 
a description from which it will be difficult to exclude all sums not held as special deposit; for all other 
funds were entered by the bank, as the Secretary declares, and as the returns of the bank prove, to the 
credit of the United States, and, of course, represented such an amount of ready money, or pecuniary force, 
at the disposal of the Secretary, on the books of the bank. Cash funds is a phrase not restricted to coin 
or the precious metals, for no one will deny that ready money is cash, and that $1,000 in United States 
Bank notes is $1,000 cash. 

These extracts further exhibit the proper and admitted distinction between general and special deposits. 
They show, as would appear, ex vi termini, that all sums not received expressly as special deposits, were 
considered as general deposits, were credited to the United States as cash, and under that description 

were embraced by the obligation of the bank to transfer the cash funds of the United States at the request 
or order of the Secretary of the Treasury. It follows then that, according to the Secretary’s own showing, 
the Bank of the United States was under an obligation to the United States to transfer all public funds, 
other than special deposits, received by it or its branches, or by the State banks it had designated, at the 
request of the Secretary of the Treasury, free of all expense, and without compensation; and it can hardly 
be denied that when the Secretary of the Treasury, “by agreement,” as he declares, permitted the bank to 
withdraw from this obligation, and agreed to allow certain State banks $54,000 annually (a fact which 
is not disputed) for performing the very same service, he voluntarily increased the annual expenditure of 
the Treasury by that amount; relinquished, “by agreement,” a right which, by the charter of the Bank of 





ae 


Se Se 


























ee ee 














136 FINANCE. [No. 719. 








the United States, and its own engagement with him, he held in the fiscal services of that institution 
and then gave to the State banks $54,000 annually for a right to command the same fiscal services from 
them. 

This new agreement, injudiciously extended and carelessly executed, I have ventured to denominate, in 
what the committee consider my jirst charge, “mismanaging the public funds, “ nor am I now able to devise 
a more appropriate expression. The committee would, probably, have come to the same conclusion jn 
regard to this subject, but for what I suppose to be the fallacy which, as already intimated, they admitted 
into their reasoning of restraining the import of the word cash to the synonyme of coin, and of considerin 
the public funds as consisting of other than such as were cash, or equivalent to coin, and such as were 
not; a mode of classification which implies, obviously, that the parts are greater than the whole. 

Under their favorable but, as I conceive, erroneous view of this part of the Secretary’s conduct, which 
in a private individual would be considered highly indiscreet, the committee justify it as conformable “to 
usage for many years,” and to the “ practice of different officers at the head of the Treasury of assuming 
that it was their duty” to manage the public funds in a manner similar to the case here investigated, 
But this reference to antecedent usage is not likely to strengthen the position it was intended to support. 
The duty of Mr. Crawford and the usage of the Treasury were necessarily repugnant; for the resolution 
of 1816 and the law incorporating the Bank of the United States were adopted for the express purpose of 
correcting the evil usage which, according to the admission of the committee, “ was evidently in disregard 
of law.” Therefore, when they prove, as they do prove, that the management of Mr. Crawford was in 
conformity to usage and the practice of his predecessors, they prove it was “evidently in disregard of 
law;” was contrary to the resolution of 1816, which they themselves declare “made it the duty of the 
Secretary to correct this departure from law;” and thus demonstrate not only that he mismanaged the 
public funds, but that he violated, at the same time, both his duty and the law. 

If these permanent deposits and the accumulated sums which were patiently permitted to remain in 
some of those banks are not to be considered gratuitous loans and an illegal employment of the public 
money, the loans which it is now in proof before the committee the Secretary has made to various banks 
of this district, cannot fail to satisfy the committee that the charge of mismanaging the national funds has 
been clearly established. 

The corruption of the British Parliament and the illegal conduct of the British ministry are subjects 
of frequent and just reprobation, as the purity of our Legislature and the exact subservience of every 
branch of our Executive to the laws of the land are deemed causes of satisfaction and sources of pride. 
When Mr. Pitt, whose influence in Parliament was as transcendent as his fame, undertook, at a period of 
great commercial pressure, and at a calamitous season of war, to make a loan of £40,000 sterling to the 
house of Boyd and Benfield, the subject was brought before Parliament, and as the loan, though not 
gratuitous, was found to be “no legal employment of public funds,” and although the opposition admitted 
there was no ground to impute improper motives to the Premier, it was declared by the House of Commons 
an act of dangerous usurpation; and to prevent its being assumed as a precedent, or extended into usage, 
as well as to acquit this powerful and celebrated minister of moral or official liability on account of it, 
a bill of indemnity was introduced by one of his friends and passed into a law. 

Here it is to be observed that the loan of Mr. Pitt was advanced (even as Mr. Whitbread confessed) 
on unquestionable securities. Those of Mr. Crawford do not appear to have been so safely provided for. 
On Mr. Pitt’s loan no loss occurred. <A considerable part of Mr. Crawford’s loans is yet endangered, and 
probably will be lost. Mr. Pitt’s loan carried interest; Mr. Crawford’s were made without any such 
stipulation. If Mr. Pitt’s conduct could be exculpated only by an act of Parliament, can Mr. Crawford’s 
be justified in the teeth of an act of Congress? In this case, let me ask, would not the vital principle of 
our Government be lost sight of ? This is a Government of laws. Responsibility is the soul of the 
Republic, and is intended, like gravitation in the material world, to hold every orb and every atom, every 
officer and every citizen in their legal position. It was intended to prevent the Secretary of the Treasury 
from committing any act which could be justly called “no legal employment of the public funds;” and 
will hardly be satisfied with the declaration that any officer of the Government, but especially the head 
of the Treasury, can employ the national funds “in disregard of law,” and yet not mismanage them. 
Surely there is something less secure in the public treasure of the United States than in that of England. 

Having proved clearly, by the declarations of the Secretary-and the expressions of the committee, 
that the former relinquished, “by agreement,” on the 30th June, 1818, the right of the United States to the 
fiscal instrumentality of the Bank of the United States in the collection and disbursement of the national 
funds, and employed, by conditions offered to them on the Ist July following, the instrumentality of 
certain State banks for the same purpose; and having shown that when, shortly after the latter date, an 
extended agreement was entered into on conditions more favorable to these banks, allowing them as an 
equivalent, or rather as pay for similar instrumentality, $54,000 annually, by way of interest on permanent 
deposits; and having also shown that the Secretary has made various loans of the public money, I shall 
proceed to a subject connected with my second charge. 

This imputes to the Secretary of the Treasury, without any investigation of his motives, neglect of 
duly. In relation to it, the committee admit that the act of Congress incorporating the Bank of the United 
States makes it the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to employ the offices of that institution as 
places of deposit for the public funds in preference to all other banks, unless for special reasons he 
should think fit to use other banks for the purpose; and in that case, the special reasons are to be 
communicated to Congress by the Secretary at its then or its next session. This communication the 
committee pronounce, and the Secretary confesses, he failed to make. I may safely rest the truth of my 
second charge on this admission, since a failure in an officer of the United States, from any cause, to 
comply with the directions of a law prescribing his duties, is, to all intents and purposes, a neglect of duty. 
The Secretary, however, accounts for it, and the committee justify it, upon the ground of inadvertence. 

The admission of inadvertence in this case is a confession :f a neglect of duty so complex that it 
may fairly be denominated a violation of duty; for, as the object of the laws in requiring the prompt 
communication of these special reasons was not only to know that they ewisted, but also to know that they 
were sufficient; a failure to make the communication, if justified by inadvertence, is justified only as to 
the existence of the special reasons, and leaves the Secretary more directly obnoxious to the charge of 
having proceeded in the’ business upon reasons that were insufficient—a charge which, if substantiated 
by inquiry, could not, from its nature, be justified by inadvertence, but would infallibly discredit either the 
judgment or the integrity of the presiding officer of the Treasury. 

After recapitulating my statements in regard to the intercourse between the Secretary and the Bank 
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of Missouri, the committee remark upon that which (they say) declares that this bank was unworthy of 
credit at the time the public money was suffered to accumulate in it to a large and improper amount; they 
admit that, at one time, this accumulation amounted to $726,009, and then affirm that the propriety of 

ermitting this state of things is a question of prudence depending on the solidity of the institution. I 
endeavored to show in my address to the House that, in reference to this enormous accumulation, the 
limited capital and excessive issues of the Bank of Missouri left nothing like a substantial or reasonable 
security to the United States. But the committee, not denying the justness of this inference, seem to 
avoid it by affirming that my estimate of the capital of this bank is incorrect, inasmuch as it does not 
comprehend the amount of permanent deposit as part of its capital, and as raising the latter to such a 
proportion to the amount of its issues of paper as would give it, in relation to the whole sum of public 
money confided to it, the character of solidity. The reasoning involved in this affirmation cannot be 
maintained. If the bank had lost its solvency from the excess of its issues above the amount of its 
capital, a common creditor would hardly be persuaded, in order to secure a debt of $576,000 due to him 
from the bank, to lend it $150,000 more to add to its capital and restore its proper proportion to the issues 
of the institution. This step might be beneficial to the other creditors, and friendly in regard to the 
stockholders and officers, but, except in this benevolent light, would certainly be considered folly on the 
part of the creditor. The proportion, then, between the capital and the circulation of this bank, upon 
the fitness of which the committce declare the prudence of accumulating $726,000 of public money in it 
depended, is not as $360,000 is to $430,000, but as $210,000 is to $430,000; and the amount hazarded in 
deposit by the Secretary of the Treasury stands related to the capital of the bank to which it was confided, 
not in the proportion of $526,000 to $360,000, but in that of $726,000 to $210,000; and this $210,000 
endangered by its disadvantages and inadequate proportion to an admitted excessive amount of issues. 
Besides, this nominal capital of $210,000 was subjected to the pressure of other exhausting operations, 
The discounts to the stockholders and Directors were made on a pledge of their stock, so that to this 
extent that species of financial capacity which $100 of capital may represent and authorize $150 in 
issues was destroyed 

As this proposition of the committee cannot be sustained, the force of my statement, which it was 
intended to obviate, still bears upon the conduct of the Secretary, and demonstrates that in his intercourse 
with the Bank of Missouri he not only was guilty of neglecting his duty but of mismanaging the public 
funds. 

In my address to the House it was alleged that the Secretary had neglected to exact monthly returns 
and quarterly lists of its debtors from this bank, and thus disregarded the means in his power of under- 
standing the condition of the bank, and of providing against any loss which might occur to the United 
States from the embarrassment or insolvency of this institution. This fact is admitted by the committee 
to its full extent, but is not viewed by them as evincing neglect of duty or censurable inattention to the 
interest of the United States, although in the Secretary’s contract with this bank, as represented by the 
committee, these returns, &c., are carefully insisted on, in order “solely to aid the Secretary in determining 
the propriety of continuing or discontinuing the arrangement with the bank.” 

In considering my statement, which falls under both charges, and imports that the Secretary received 
a large amount of uncurrent paper from the Bank of Missouri, the committee declare this institution was 
not bound by the condition proposed to it by the Secretary, previously to the 9th of August, 1819, to 
receive as cash, on account of the United States, such sums as the Receiver should deposit in it, but was 
responsible for the same only in kind. But this, if correct, does not diminish, but only removes to an 
earlier point, the mismanagement of the Secretary. It appears to place him in a dilemma. If his contract 
with the Bank of Missouri did not, as is stated, secure to him the right of general deposit and transfer to 
the same extent'that, by the charter of the Bank of the United States and his contracts with that bank, 
he possessed that right, it follows that he was indiscreet in permitting the Bank of the United States to 
withdraw from this obligation before he could impose it on another bank. And if, as may be inferred 
from the observations of the committee, it was proper that the Secretary should receive in kind notes 
which, under the contract with the Bank of Missouri, had been for months deposited to the credit of the 
United States, because at the time they were deposited they were good, it would seem that a custom- 
house bond might be discharged when it became due in notes, however depreciated, provided they had 
been good at the date of the bond. 

To justify this unwise and irregular proceeding upon the ground that from the conjectures of the 
Secretary no ultimate loss will be sustained by the United States on the uncurrent paper so received, 
would be to proceed upon a principle which would allow of every species of speculation on his part with 
the public funds—a principle at war with integrity and prudence in fiscal operations, and with the prac- 
tice and regulations of this and other countries. 

In the British House of Commons the first charge brought against Lord Melville was not for the loss 
or waste of the public funds, but for permitting their mismanagement by a subordinate officer, who had 
deposited them in private banks in a manner similar in all respects to the operations of the American 
Secretary of the Treasury, with this only difference, that the British Government sustained no loss by this 
malversation of Mr. Trotter. It was the practice and not the event which was denounced before the House 
of Commons. “I am appalled (said Mr. Whitbread) at the reflection of no less than thirty-four millions 
of the public property having passed through Lord Melville’s paymaster’s hands. Why, sir, the report 
states, explicitly, that upwards of cight millions had been in the hands of his private bankers, and nearly 
seven millions more are allowed to have passed through the same channel. I cannot but think that this 
negligent criminality is deserving of the severest reprehension.” 

Mr. Pitt, the warm and powerful advocate of Lord Melville, was forced by a sense of truth to confess 
that this permitted misapplication of public money, contrary to law, though “without actual loss to the State, 
was not to be justified,” was constrained to advise the erasure of his friend’s name from the list of privy 
counsellors; and thus expressed to his admiring country the conflict between the tenderness of his friendship 
and the sublimity of his patriotism. “I am not,” said that magnanimous man, “ashamed to confess that I 
i not given this advice without a bitter pang. I will not erase from my bosom the feelings of private 
riendship.” 

When the report of the committee was framed, the only evidence which was known to exist that I 
gave the advice represented in my address to the Receiver at Edwardsville was my own solemn declara- 
tion to that effect, and my publication of 1819, announcing my intention of withdrawing from the Director- 
ship of the Bank of Edwardsville. Upon this evidence the committee thought fit to admit “that there was 
no doubt Mr. Edwards gave such advice as he represents to the Receiver,” and at the same time and 
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against the same evidence they deny “that the Receiver wrote on the subject of this advice to the Secretary.” 
For this discrepancy there is no apparent reason. The second fact is as credible, at least, as the first; indeed 
the admission of the first seems to establish the probability of the second—a probability not weakened by 
the remark of the committee, that inasmuch as the same person was Receiver of Public Money and Presi. 
dent of the Bank, “it is hardly probably that as Receiver he would advise the Secretary that he could not 
repose confidence in the bank of which he was President.” Even if in this double relation he might not 
have dissuaded excessive confidence, it is yet very clear that as his interest in the former capacity greatly 
exceeded that which he held in the latter, he was under the operation of a direct motive to give such 
information as he did communicate. And upon this motive, which the committee declare could not exist 
the Secretary actually relied, (see his reply, page 11,) as insuring the faithful communication of all such 
information. These remarks apply with equal force to the declaration by which the committee would 
seem to accuse me of swearing falsely, “that there is no evidence that the Receiver wrote on the subject 
of this advice to the Secretary.” I asserted upon oath that I saw the Receiver write to the Secretary and 
enclose my publication; and I confess that I feel no inconsiderable distress at the reflection that my oath jg 
falsified by the committee, in regard to a fact probable in itself, and at least as credible as one which my 
oath is suffered to establish. 

As to the famous letter from the Receiver, there can now be no doubt that it was written and 
despatched to the Secretary; or if, from technical objections to the testimony, the committee should not 
be disposed to act upon it, enough may be seen to show the propriety of allowing further time for pro- 
ducing, in due form, testimony enough to establish the fact, and this I ask the committee to do, if the 
are not satisfied of the fact. It must be admitted that, as I had no power to summon witnesses after | 
myself was summoned, I could do no more than obtain voluntary affidavits, and that I had but little time 
for doing this much. 

The question of this letter having been received by the Secretary appearing to depend on a compara- 
tive estimate of the opposing weights, of the probabilities of the fact on which I have relied, and of the 
Secretary’s denial, it is proper to examine minutely the character of that denial. This will be found to be 
very equivocal, I assert that such a letter was written, and that I believe, as is now evident, it was 
transmitted, and of course received. The Secretary does not deny that it was received, but declares it js 
not on file, and is not recollected by the officers employed in the Department to have been received, of 
whom, however, it now appears by their own testimony (with the exception of Mr. Dickins) that neither 
himself nor any one else made any inquiry in regard to that matter, : 

When I state my belief that the letter was received, I obviously mean by the Secretary; and it is an 
infirm and fallacious answer to reply, not that the Secretary did not receive it, but that it is now not on file, 
and is not recollected by the officers employed in the Department (whose credit is rather liberally pledged) 
to have been received, both which declarations may be true, and yet the letter be in the Secretary’s pocket. 
Again, I stated that the Receiver told me he had, after transmitting this letter to the Secretary, received @ 
letter from him, directing him (the Receiver) to continue the deposits. This also the Secretary denies in his 
report, and in the same indirect and evasive manner. He does not say that no such letter was written, but 
that no letter to this effect was written in answer to the one which he had laboriously asserted was never 
received—had strenuously argued was never written! Now, it is very clear that if the letter from the 
Receiver was never written, or even was never received, no answer of any sort could have been returned 
to it; and yet the letter directing a continuance of the deposits may have been written. These careful 
ambiguities in the report do not seem calculated to make the defensive declarations of the Secretary out- 
weigh the strong improbability that a public despatch deposited in the post office should have miscarried 
in a mail to which no casualty or interruption is known to have occurred, and at a season of the year, too, 
when the mail is least liable to any difficulties in its transportation. 

In addition to his neglect of duty in his transactions with this bank, as suggested in my address to 
the House, and in my replication to his communication to the committee, they might have adverted, in 
support of the same charge, to the case of the Bank of Vincennes; where, also, the Receiver was President 
of the bank, where the United States lost $168,000, on which bank the Secretary drew successively, from 
October, 1819, to March, 1820, four drafts, together amounting to $165,000, suffered as many continuous 
protests, and after neglecting, as usual, all measures of precaution, took no measure of redress until 
July, 1820. 

A course of didactive admonition in the form of four official letters is then pronounced to this delin- 
quent institution, the initial gravity of which is compensated by its final lenity, (see documents.) He 
recapitulates the acts of ill faith which he had patiently endured, mentions the protests of his drafts for 
$165,000, warns the Directors that unless they reform their demeanor and pay the drafts it will be*proper 
for him to proceed with rigor, but concludes with proposing a relaxation of that meditated rigor, provided 
they will agree to honor the drafts within forty days, and even promises to pay for this tardy and extorted 
justice (out of his never failing fund) by continuing the course of deposit in a bank thus attempted to be 
bribed and threatened into common honesty by himself! To this persuasive proposal the bank, increasing 
in audacity and sagacious of the character of its customer, did not condescend to reply for nine months; 
at the expiration of which pregnant period the President was delivered of the abortive fact of the 
corporation’s insolvency. In this feeble and exhausted state it asks further indulgence, and concludes 
its appeal to its munificent benefactor with the most eloquent encomiums upon his liberality. This letter 
reflects in interesting colors the substance and complexion of the intercourse between the Treasury of the 
United States and the banks of the west, and, whatever may be said of its prudence, must certainly be 
commended (by a hunter of motives at least) for its candor. As the presentation of a moral scene it is 
delightful to contemplate the sordid gratitude of the delinquent corporation glowing under the injudicious 
if not illicit favors of this liberal minister of finance. ‘Your friendly disposition towards the west, in 
times peculiarly difficult, and the interest you have evinced for this remote section of our common country, 
leads to a hope that the hand that has hitherto protected us will not be withdrawn.” This friendly hand 
was not withdrawn for at least twenty-one months, when measures of recovery were commenced in a 
manner evincing such interest for this remote section of our common country that the bank was allowed three 
years more to pay the debt—a period extending beyond the present important year, and upon conditions of 
collateral security imposed with such “a friendly hand” that the security was defeated by private 
creditors in this remote section of our common country; and in consequence of the friendly dispositions of 
the Secretary for the west the loss falls upon the United States. 

As both my charges have now been established, and of course the specifications upon which they 
depend, by the confessions of the Secretary and the admissions of the committee, I shall not press the 
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distinction which, it seems, escaped the committee, when comparing the amount of money lost by Mr. 
Crawford’s mismanagement (about half a million) with the amount collected, (twenty-one millions,) they 
contrast favorably to the Secretary this proportion with that which obtains in the ordinary collections of 

rivate or mercantile debts. They appear to forget, besides the superior regularity, vigilance, and power at 
the disposal of the nation, and the difference between the profits and loss of trade and the even exaction of 
the revenue, that the loss incurred by the Secretary was not of debts outstanding but of funds collected, 
and collected, too, by salaried officers, at an enormous expense. 

Upon one point, however, which has already been considered, I shall add some remarks. The com- 
mittee have admitted distinctly and in correspondence with my statements, that Mr. Crawfurd did, on 
some occasions, neglect to make such communications to Congress as by law it was his duty to do, and 
that on others he failed to report such facts and documents as by a resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives he was required to do; yet as they, very naturally, cannot detect the motives of this misconduct, 

which God alone can do,) they acquit him of all blame or responsibility. In this they appear to lose 
sight of the distinction which has hitherto obtained between private and official rectitude, and of the well 
established fact that bad motives in the man are not necessary to constitute misconduct in the minister. 

When Burke brought Warren Hastings to the bar of the House of Lords, and in strains of porten- 
tous eloquence invoked upon the head of the Indian Viceroy the vengeance of humanity, the power of 
justice, and the imprecated terrors of the English law, in portraying to this august tribunal a course and 
torrent of plunder and desolation which had overrun regions that the arms of Alexander could not reach, 
in charging him with the pillage of towns, the ruin of districts, the sacking of cities, the plunder of 
princedoms, the devastation of provinces, the waste of empires, he did not fail also to accuse him, with 
intense and awful formality, of having neglected to communicate to the Government the documents which 
were called for by the proper authority—(Burke’s Works, vol. 12, page 454.) ‘‘That in defiance of the 
said orders and in breach of the above recited act of Parliament, the said Warren Hastings has, in sundry 
instances, concealed from his council the correspondence carried on between him and the princes or country 
powers in India, and neglected to communicate the advices and intelligence he from time to time 
received,” &c. 

This great statesman, this political philosopher, this experienced orator, did not appear to consider 
that the illegal conduct of a minister could be justified by an alleged absence of improper personal 
motives, nor that a duty, upon the punctual performance of which the whole fabric of legislation rests, 
should be repeatedly violated, and with perfect impunity. 

I will not complain of anything that has happened to myself in this business; of the liberality with 
which bad motives have been imputed to me, of that impatient justice which on this floor condemned me 
for defending myself and argumentatively accusing a responsible officer, upon statements which are now 
established, but which were then not examined. But I beg leave to ask whether treatment like this can 
be just in itself, or is likely to sharpen that inspection which it is the right of every citizen to apply to 
the conduct of the high officers of this Government, and which cannot be repressed without great danger 
to the liberties of the people. 

The disadvantages under which I have labored in this investigation must be obvious to the committee. 
While I have been informed by them that no charges against me have been submitted to them, the trial, 
if such it may be called, has assumed much more the appearance of an investigation of my conduct than 
that of Mr. Crawford. Called upon as a witness, against my own consent, not being willing to rest any 
of my charges against the Secretary, or my own defence, upon my own oath, I have been required to 
swear to facts that I consider wholly immaterial, as it relates to his conduct, at least, (the avowed object 
of inquiry;) and the occasion has been embraced of requiring me to defend not only my general character 
for veracity, but to maintain it in particular and special cases, by which I have been perfectly surprised, 
and for which no adequate time is allowed me. 

In my address to the House I have made certain statements against Mr. Crawford which the com- 
mittee are pleased to denominate charges. For specifications of some of those statements I have referred 
to certain publications under the signature of A. B., of which I acknowledged myself to be the author, 
thereby making myself responsible from that moment for the charges they contain. When I wrote them, 
or whether I actually wrote them at all, neither could add to nor diminish the responsibility I had taken 
upon myself, by exhibiting them as charges to the House; and it might, with as much propriety, have 
been asked of me to swear that I wrote my address as that I wrote these publications, which, by the 
reference made to them, became part of that address. How they originated, or what was their object, 
before they were offered to the consideration of the House, does not appear to me to be either material in 
an inquiry into Mr. Crawford’s conduct, nor to have been within the intention of the reference to the com- 
mittee, especially if “no charge against me has been submitted to them.” 

The only inquiries that appear to me material in regard to those publications are, whether the facts 
they allege are true or false, and if true, whether they amount to proof of anything on the part of the 
Secretary worthy of reprehension. If the charges against him are well founded, no motive for making 
them can justify or excuse him. ? 

If I am to be convicted of having made them unjustifiably and criminally, not barely by an acquittal 
of him but by a positive judgment against myself, distinct allegations ought to have been made against 

me, and a fair opportunity of defence should have been allowed me. Such a trial I should be very willing 
to meet; but against any collateral and indirect operation for that purpose, and particularly where techni- 
cality has not been overlooked, I solemnly protest. R 

I have been required to swear that I wrote these publications more than two years ago; and this has 
afforded the ground for attacking my veracity in the special cases alluded to, without my being allowed 
the necessary time to disprove, invalidate, or explain the allegations that have been made against me. _ 

With regard to my having denied the authorship of those publications, I have no hesitation in 
admitting that I have frequently and truly denied that I wrote all that appeared under that signature 
during the time referred to by the testimony in this case—that is to say, the period that includes the 
first and the last of those publications. 

_ Ihave also constantly denied that there was any A. B. plot or conspiracy in the case, and have at all 
times treated such suggestions with the contempt they deserved. Not only has the existence of such a 
“plot” or “conspiracy” been affirmed in several of the most distinguished newspapers of the Union, but 
the committee have recently heard it boldly asserted on the floor of the House of Representatives. This 
Thave denied and still do deny, so far as it is intended to implicate me. No man but myself is or ought 
to be responsible for anything I have written on the subjects embraced by those publications, and one 
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man cannot make a conspiracy. For whatever purpose the assertion of a “ plot” or “conspiracy” has 
been made, it has, I know, been more correctly denied than affirmed. 

I am also equally free to admit that, though my general course was neither to deny nor acknowledge 
that I was the author of these publications, yet I may have repeatedly spoken in regard to that matter as 
any man has a right to speak in regard to an anonymous publication which he may have written, but 
which he does not choose and is under no kind of obligation to avow; but that I ever said anything that 
could be considered as equivalent to a denial of my authorship of these publications, for the purpose of 
avoiding any kind of responsibility, or to gain any point whatever, I do most positively deny. In fact, 
no man who did not choose to give his name to the public on such an occasion could have taken less 
pains to conceal it than I have uniformly done in this case; and hence there is reason to believe that 
nine-tenths of Congress, and almost every one else who read these publications and knew the general 
circumstances of the case, considered me as the author of them. In one of them I offered to avow my 
real name, provided the House of Representatives (then seeming to threaten to do so) would adopt any 
measure to operate directly upon me in consequence thereof. And it must be known to several of my 
friends that I intended to avow myself the author of such of those publications as I had then written, if 
the question had been put to me (as was expected) by the committee before whom I was examined in 
February, 1823, and that I had prepared the preface for my deposition, which is designated No. 3 in the 
documents accompanying my address to the House, for that and other like objects. 

That I had justifiable cause, as well from private as public considerations, for writing those publica- 
tions, I shall always be able to prove whenever it may become necessary. At present I will barely ask 
whether the public attempt that was made in several respectable newspapers, and even on the floor of the 
House of Representatives, to implicate me in the suppression alluded to in the first of those publications, 
did not justify me in endeavoring to show that such a charge was ridiculous and absurd? This is fully 
shown in the subsequent publications; and containing nothing but the truth, expressed in decent and 
respectful terms, what could there be in them to be ashamed of ? No attempt, that I have ever seen, has 
been made to prove that they contained even an indecorous expression in regard to the Secretary, or that 
the facts they allege were not true. 

As to a suggestion which has been made, that if they contained anything which, in my opinion, was 
wrong in the conduct of the Secretary, it was my duty as a Senator of the United States to have noticed 
it in a different way, I have only to remark that it may be seen that they treated of “suppressed docu- 
ments;” and it will, I think, hardly be contended by any reflecting and well informed man that it was my 
duty as a Senator of the United States to have noticed officially a contempt offered to the House of 
Representatives by the suppression of information called for by that House, the more especially as the 
House itself had taken the subject under its own consideration. 

That I denied my authorship of those publications for the purpose of obtaining a confirmation of my 
appointment as minister to Mexico is certainly but poorly supported by proof (if admitted to its fullest 
extent) that such denial was made or known to one Senator only, who had previously taken an active 
part in my favor, and who swears that he was wholly uninfluenced by that consideration. Considering 
the time and circumstances when and under which this controversy commenced, and that all the Senators 
were then present, it is hardly to be presumed that if such an attempt had been made by me, or such a 
denial had been known to any other Senator, further proof could not and would not have been produced. 

If, however, the committee should suppose there is proof enough before them to support this imputa- 
tion, I ask it of their justice to afford me a fair opportunity of producing testimony to the contrary, which 
I only want time to do. This being granted me, if it shall appear, or there shall be the least reason to 
believe, that I obtained a confirmation of my nomination by such means, I pledge myself instantly to 
surrender my appointment. 

The committee having requested me, since the foregoing was written, to reduce to writing my motion 
to have Mr. Crawford examined as a witness, that there may be no misunderstanding on the subject, I 
proceed to comply with their request, and to explain the grounds of this application. 

I deduce my right to claim the benefit of his testimony from the precedent that has been established 
by the committee in my own case. Legal principles have been pretty rigidly insisted on, in some instances, 
in the course of the present investigation, and although I am not able to point out the legal principle or 
usage that justifies this precedent, I presume it will be sufficient to entitle me to the benefit of it to show 
a strict analogy between the case to which it has been applied, and the one to which I now respectfully 
propose to apply it. 

I am considered by the committee as Mr. Crawford’s accuser. I might rely upon his report and his 
subsequent communication to the committee to show that he has made himself mine. But I also wish to 
prove that such was his intention. If, under these circumstances, either himself or the committee have 
a right to make me a witness against my own consent, in order to inquire into my motives and a variety 
of other matters not included in either of my six charges against him, or in any of their specifications, 
justice must accord to me the same privilege in regard to his implications against me. I claim the same 
right to examine him, and with equal latitude in regard to all the matters contained in his report and 
subsequent communication, which implicate me, that has been demanded of me in relation to all the 
matters contained in my address to the House. 

It is true that I myself consider such a course, either in his or my own case, as equally contrary to 
all former usage and inconsistent with well established and incontestable legal principles. But if I have 
been mistaken, or a new rule is to be adopted, all I ask is, that while it is applied against me in one 
instance, I may not be denied the benefit of it in a similar one. 

I had supposed that neither of us could, either as accuser or accused, be required, contrary to our 
consents, to become a witness and to testify for or against ourselves. The rights of a prosecutor and 
a defendant in this respect are the same in any form of trial that has been adopted in this enlightened 
country. Either has a right to decide for himself upon how much or how little testimony he may choose 
to submit his case, and neither can be compelled to strengthen or weaken it by his own oath. 

I invite the committee to review all the facts that have been required to be proved by myself, and 
that have been admitted to be proved by others, in regard to my conduct, and to contrast them with your 
own decision to confine the present investigation of Mr. Crawford’s conduct to the charges which I have 
alleged against him. It will be perceived from the whole of the testimony in this case that I have been 
put upon my trial for a malicious prosecution in the most injurious possible form, requiring me to convict 
myself Ve ym own oath before it is decided whether the charges I have alleged against the Secretary are 
true or false. 
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If those charges are true, as I alleged them to the House, I would ask what have the committee to 
do with my motives for making them, and upon what legal principle could I be arraigned, even in due 
form, for a malicious prosecution ? : 

If, on the other hand, these charges are not true, (there being “no charge against me submitted to 
the committee,”) it may not only justify the acquittal of Mr. Crawford, but may furnish ground of future 
trial of myself for having maliciously and falsely made them, It cannot, however, authorize any distinct 
judgment against me till I shall be put upon my trial, and have a fair opportunity of defending myself. 
This I am ready to meet, but I cannot consent to the blending of both trials together. 

If you should think such a charge against me sustainable, I would rejoice to have an opportunity to 
meet it fairly before the House of Representatives or the Senate of the United States; and for this purpose 
I beg leave earnestly to request the committee, in case that should be their opinion, to state distinctly 
which of the six charges I have alleged against Mr. Crawford are false, and in what respect they are so, 
that I may know how to prepare for my defence. In this I ask no more than any subaltern in your army 
is entitled to in cases of infinitely less importance. I presume and hope, therefore, it will not be denied 
to me. 

In the mode of trial of myself that has been adopted, (as appears by the testimony,) by which I have 
only known against what I should have to defend myself from the mouths of witnesses, the common sense 
of all mankind must perceive that I cannot have had any reasonable opportunity of defence. If, therefore, 
the committee think themselves authorized to inquire, for any purpose, whether I denied my authorship 
of the writings signed A. B., at all, or that such denial was made with a view to obtain the confirmation 
of my nomination as minister to Mexico by the Senate, I claim additional time to rebut the testimony that 
has been given, and to summon every Senator, if less will not satisfy you, to prove that no member of 
the Senate either voted for me, or forbore to vote against me, on account of any such supposed denial, and 
thereby to demonstrate the utter improbability of any such intention on my part. 

I have not made myself Mr. Crawford’s prosecutor, and am not willing to be so considered. With 
his immense advantages over me, I have not the hardihood to be willing to take issue with him upon his 
intentions. My object has been, and is still, to defend myself in the most effectual manner in my power 
against his attack upon me. This being accomplished, I care not what disposition is made of his part of 
the case. I had aright to urge the facts I have alleged in my own defence; and none can admit their 
truth and deny the justness of the arguments I have deduced from them. 

In doing all this I have imposed upon myself the obligation to show my own innocence of his impu- 
tation against me, and to prove the six specific statements I alleged against him to be true, without 
reference to his intentions. This is the extent of my responsibility; the public regard it in that point of 
view, and I protest against any further responsibility and all collateral and indirect trials of myself, 
being, however, perfectly willing to meet any charge in due form. 

These statements against Mr. Crawford I have, I think, completely established. If the committee 
think otherwise, and will specify wherein I have failed, I will still redeem the pledge I have given to the 


public in the proper place. 
NINIAN EDWARDS. 


P. S. All the witnesses, except one, who have testified on the subject of the A. B. publications, say 
they considered them and the A. B. plot as one and the same thing. It will be perceived, however, that 
in my address to the House I made a material distinction between them before I could have anticipated 
any contest on the subject, for while in that address I spurn the insinuation of “a plot,” I acknowledge 


myself the author of the publications themselves. 
NINIAN EDWARDS. 


I submit to the committee the testimony herewith transmitted, with a statement of the points to 
which it is intended to apply. 

Thomas F, Riddick states, in his affidavit annexed to the report of the committee, as follows, viz: 

“That the Bank of Missouri did transfer, in eastern funds, to the Bank of the United States and is 
branches, near $450,000, which funds were worth four per cent. to the bank.” 

I refer to the list of drafts drawn by the Treasurer of the United States on the Bank of Missouri since 
July 1, 1818, (see page 99,) to show that the whole amount of transfers to different banks was $481,943 60 
By the said Riddick’s affidavit it also appears that he himself gives an account of 











funds of a very inferior kind transferred. ..........-...scceececececececes $138,179 
By letter B No. 16, document No. 119, it appears that there was transferred to the 
Dranch at Louisville, of Kentucky notes. ..... 2... 0... ccccccecccccccceces 67,731 
By the enclosure of letter I No. 16, documents 66, p. 104, it appears there had been 
transferred to Louisville, of Georgetown and Kentucky notes............... 6,000 
—— 211,910 00 
Leaving only, that could have been transferred... .......... 00 ccc c cece eee ee reese 270,033 60 





I have not had time to examine further into this statement. 

I refer to a statement of the Treasurer of the United States, dated June 11, 1824, headed “A statement 
showing the aggregate of moneys deposited to the credit of the Treasurer of the United States in the 
following banks,” &c., (see page 93,) to show the proportion of loss to the amount deposited in certain 
banks that were depositories of public money received from the sale of public lands, and which have 
failed to fulfil their engagements with the Treasury. 

And I refer to the enclosure of letter I No. 16, document 66, page 104, to show that more uncurrent 
notes were received by Mr. Crawford than I have alleged in my address to the House, viz: Georgetown 
and Kentucky notes, $6,000, which appear to have been received between the 20th May, 1820, and the 
30th June, 1821; or, if they were not received, this document, furnished by Mr. Crawford himself, must 
afford a very sufficient apology for thinking so. 

I refer to an “extract of a letter from Thomas Sloo to the Secretary of the Treasury,” furnished by 
the Treasury Department, (see page 94,) and to the letter of George F. Strother, (page 93,) to show 
that the prospects of collecting the debt of the Bank of Missouri to the United States are not as good as 


they have been represented to the committee to be, &c. 
NINIAN EDWARDS. 
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To the Hon. John Floyd, Chairman, éc.: 


The committee having again repeated to me, on last evening, that there are no charges against me 
submitted to them; that their investigations will be confined to the six specific statements which I have 
alleged against Mr. Crawford in my address to the House; and that, if I wish to produce further testi- 
mony, I must state in writing the names of the witnesses whom | wish to have summoned, and the points 
I expect to prove by them, I cannot consent to take upon myself the responsibility which may be imposed 
upon me, by subjecting the Government to a great expense and many gentlemen to much personal inconve- 
nience, without explaining the causes and reasons which, in my opinion, impose upon me the necessity to 
do so. 
I need not enlarge upon the reasons heretofore given why I think I have been unnecessarily called 
upon, against my own consent, to give testimony in this case. That measure has been adopted; its 
effect has been to bring on a trial of myself upon collateral points, in the most injurious form, surprising 
me by accusations and impeachments of my character, of which I could have had no previous notice. 

Having been made a witness, I might have had less ground of complaint if I had only been required 
to defend my general character for veracity. But as the thing now stands I am compelled to defend it 
against particular allegations, the first notice of which has been from the mouths of the witnesses 
summoned against me. This, I think, was not demanded by any material fact in this case, and it surely 
can derive no justification from the rules of common law. If I mistake not it is a sound legal principle 
that a witness shall neither be compelled to discredit himself nor shall an adverse party be permitted to 
ask him a question with a view to discredit him. 

Why I was forced to become a witness I neither knew nor could conjecture, until the committee did 
me the honor on last evening to state to me that it was in consequence of my having charged Mr. Craw- 
ford in one of my six specific statements with having suppressed the letter of the Receiver at Edwards- 
ville, mentioned in my examination before the select committee of February, 1823, and with a view to 
ascertain what I knew upon that subject. 

This I must insist upon is a very great misapprehension on the part of the committee, and a most 
injurious one to me if it shall be persevered in. 

I do most postively disclaim ever having had, or now having, any intention to include that letter in the 
charge of suppression, submitted to the investigation of the committee by the House of Representatives, 

{t is not reasonable to suppose that I could have intended to impose upon myself an obligation to 
produce proof of the suppression of a particular letter, which the whole scope of my address, and every 
fair inference from it, showed I considered it as my misforturne not to be able to produce. 

But it is not a fair inference from anything expressed in my address that 1 intended to include this 
letter in the charge of suppressions. 

In page 13 of that address I say, “It could have been no object with me to have established an 
additional suppression upon him, for if time do not fail me it will be seen before I am done with this 
subject that I had in my possession proof, whose credibility could not be questioned, of his having sup- 
pressed, in a variety of other instances, letters enough, of a much more important character and delicate 
bearing, for any purpose that the utmost malignity could have contemplated as possible to be effected by 
such means.” 

Here, then, is a clear indication that in what I should thereafter say I did not intend to rely upon 
that letter, but others much more important, and whose credibility could not be questioned, evidently 
meaning those that could be established by the documents furnished by himself. 

Turning to the charge itself, (see address, page 25,) it is found to be expressed in the following 
words, viz: “That he has in several instances withheld information and letters called for by the House, 
and which it was his duty to have communicated.” 

The specifications of this charge, after referring to a particular case only, commences in the 
following words, viz: 

“But it also appears that he and his officers of the Treasury Department have not been able to find 
a great number of other letters, and even some of his own official ones when required by other calls of 
the House, or if they could be found they were suppressed. Of this the documents furnished by himself 
afford both abundant and conclusive proof. Many instances might be stated. For the sake of brevity I 
will allude to a few of them only.” 

Here, then, is the practical exposition of the intention indicated in the 13th page of my address, in 
regard to the suppressions on which I intended to rely. The suppressions referred to in the last above 
recited paragraph are expressly confined to those which could be proved by the documents furnished by 
himself, and of these a few only are specifically designated, and being all that I exhibited against the 
Secretary, must be all that I am bound to prove. They were deemed enough for my purpose, and more, 
therefore, were not intended to be included. 

The publications under the signature of A. B., transmitted with my address, are also referred to for 
specifications; but these contain no reference to any suppressions but those which the documents establish. 

Besides, the suppression of the Receiver’s letter, according to the decision of the committee, which 
I am not disposed to contest, was a fact wholly immaterial, since the description which I gave of it in my 
examination in February, 1823, and the copy I produced to the committee, both prove that it was not 
one of those letters which the committee suppose was embraced by the call of the House upon Mr. 
Crawford. 

For these and the reasons I have heretofore had the honor to submit to the committee, I not only 
think the testimony I am about to ask for ought not to be considered necessary in the present investiga- 
tion, but that my own testimony and all that which has already been taken in regard to the publications 
of A. B. ought to be rejected. Understanding, however, that the committee intend to publish all the 
testimony that has been taken against me, and believing that its publication under the sanction of the 
committee will be calculated to do me essential injury and great injustice without further testimony on my 
part, I feel compelled to ask that Samuel D. Lockwood, esquire, Receiver at Edwardsville, and Thomas 
Lippincott, esquire, of the same place, and all the Senators of the United States, may be summoned; the 
two former to support my testimony, and the latter to give testimony to oppose that which has been 
given against me in relation to an alleged denial of my authorship of the A. B. publications; and I renew 


my application for the examination of Mr. Crawford. 
NINIAN EDWARDS. 
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Remarks submitted by Mr. Forsyth. 


When, on the 16th of June, a question was proposed to Colonel Benton, touching the general character 
of Ninian Edwards, with a view to show him unworthy of belief, the committee said that if that question 
was pressed, and the opposite party asked for a delay to enable him to procure testimony to defend his 
character, it would be granted, and as Mr. Cook, acting for Mr. Edwards, distinctly stated that he should 
want testimony from the western country, to avoid further delay the question was waived. The com- 
mittee now say that certain papers brought from Edwardsville, to be used as evidence by Ninian Edwards, 
are not duly authenticated, and as they are deemed by him important, unless they are admitted as evidence 
time will be allowed to enable him to procure a proper authentication of them. With the same motive 
that prevented the question proposed to Colonel Benton from being pressed, a consent is now given 
that these papers should be received. But it is proper that the character of these papers, the motives 
for producing them, and all the testimony relating to them, should be examined. 

The papers to which this consent applies are five in number, to each of which is attached an affidavit 
of Thomas Lippincott, taken before a justice of the peace, viz: A copy of a letter from Mr. Crawford to 
the Receiver of Edwardsville of the 6th of August, 1819. 2. A copy of a letter from Mr. Crawford, of the 
Ist of November, 1819, to the Receiver. 3. A copy of a paper which was folded in the letter of the 1st 
of November. 4. A copy of a paper dated the 12th October, 1819, neither directed nor signed, but filed 
away, or endorsed with these words, ‘Copy to the Treasury Department, October, 1819.” 5. Copy of a 
letter of 22d October, 1819, signed by the Receiver of Edwardsville, and directed to the Secretary of the 
Treasury. ‘The first and second of these papers were communicated to the committee by the Secretary. 
The others are not officially certified by the officer whose business and duty it is to authenticate copies 
of the papers which belong to his office. The affidavit of Lippincott has been preferred by Mr. Edwards 
to the official certificate; and he, it is presumed, was perfectly aware that such an affidavit was insufficient 
to make the copy to which it might be attached evidence. The testimony of Lippincott was preferred, 
also, to that of a person (Oswald Dunn) who preceded Mr. Edwards to Washington, and who might 
have testified, after examining the copies and originals, that the copies produced were copies of papers 
in the office of the Receiver of Edwardsville. This preference was obviously given that the affidavits 
might show in whose handwriting the papers in the office were written. The handwriting of each is 
shown by Lippincott, except the paper with the date of October 12, 1819. By the testimony of Ninian 
Edwards, given most reluctantly, it is now ‘known that that paper is his own work, a fact obviously 
intended to be concealed, and to which concealment Lippincott lent himself if he was, as it is presumed 
he was, acquainted with Mr. Edwards’ handwriting. Even were he not acquainted with it, it will be seen 
by the affidavits that this paper is the only one the handwriting of the original of which the affidavit 
attached to it does not goto ascertain. The original letter, of the Ist November, is said to be in the 
handwriting of Mr. Crawford; that of the 6th of August of a clerk, and signed by Mr. Crawford; the paper 
folded in the letter of the Ist of November, in the same handwriting as the letter of Mr. Crawford of the 
6th of August; the letter signed by Mr. Stephenson of the 22d of October, in the handwriting of Mr. 
Stephenson. The explanation of this difference in the affidavit is found in the fact, disclosed by Mr. 
Edwards, that the paper from which that now offered was copied was the work of his own hand. The 
affidavit of Lippincott, that the copy offered is a true copy of that paper now on file, is contradicted by the 
testimony of Mr. Edwards. There is an underscoring in the copy, and in the original none. Mr. Edwards, 
although he never remembers to have seen the underscoring until he saw it before the committee, states 
that before the affidavit was affixed, he or Lippincott must have underscored a particular part of it; which 
underscoring, making emphatic a particular sentence, brought the copy somewhat nearer than the original 
to the description given by Mr. Edwards in his affidavit of 1823, of the letter of Mr. Stephenson. The 
oath of Mr. Edwards was, that the purpose of Mr. Stephenson in writing the letter was to enclose the 
publication of Mr. Edwards of the 13th of September, 1819, and that he (Mr. Edwards) prevailed on him 
to write it. The letter produced refers to the publication as enclosed, but does it incidentally, as a circum- 
stance of no particular importance; and the agency Mr. Edwards alleged he had in procuring it to be 
written is not stated, nor is there any allusion to the advice he declares he gave to Mr. Stephenson to 
withhold all further deposits until he received the order of the Secretary. Mr. Edwards now states that 
this advice was given to prevent, not immediate, but future remote danger; while the paper produced by 
him as the copy of that letter, written by himself, states, as from the Receiver, that “he would not wish 
to risk the responsibility of making the deposits in the bank until after the Ist of January next, 1820, 
without your instructions, given upon a knowledge of the facts above disclosed ;” of which facts, the course 
Mr. Edwards was disposed to pursue was one of the least important in his character. The peculiar 

manner in which the affidavit is drawn deserves notice. The paper now produced is intended to prove 
that Mr. Stephenson wrote the letter, in 1819, described by Mr. Edwards, and that he gave the advice he 
states he gave to Mr. Stephenson, and as presumptive evidence that his publication and this letter were 
sent to the Secretary of the Treasury. For these purposes it is necessary that it should appear that the 
original from which it is copied should have been always in the office of the Receiver since 1319, and was 
obviously preserved as an official document. While the others are in ordinary form, the affidavit of 
Lippincott, on this paper, is of studied and singular phraseology: “ That the original was found by him 
on the files of official letters appertaining to and now in the Receiver’s office at Edwardsville; a phrase- 
ology which implies that the deponent knew that the files of official letters in which he found the original 
paper, although belonging to, had been out of the Receiver’s office; a fact totally destructive of all the 
presumptions arising from the finding of the paper on the files of the official letters in the office. This 
paper of the 12th of October, it is shown by Mr. Edwards, is not on the letter book of 1819, in which it 
would have been the duty of Mr. Stephenson to have recorded it if it had been sent to the Secretary of the 
Treasury. But there is something written on it by the Receiver. The affidavit is on this point, also, 
equivocal. The paper was found by the deponent on the files of official letters appertaining to and now in 
the Receiver’s office at Edwardsville, and endorsed or filed in the handwriting of the Receiver of Public 
Money, as follows: ‘Copy to the Treasury Department, October, 1819.” No punishment could be inflicted 
for this statement as false, if the paper is not endorsed, provided the alternative that is filed is true. It 
is filed if the paper was enclosed in a separate envelope with the words upon it in the Receiver’s hand- 
writing; but if the Receiver’s handwriting is not on the paper itself, the only presumption in its favor 
arises from its being found among papers appertaining to and now in the office. 

It is not necessary to pursue this inquiry further. The Secretary of the Treasury could have no 
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knowledge of the conversation or the acts of Mr. Edwards and Mr. Stephenson in Edwardsville, in 1819 
nor has he expressed either belief or opinion respecting them. What was officially known to him he hag 
communicated. For the correctness of that knowledge only is he solicitous. Nor would this scrutiny 
into the circumstances of the paper dated October 12, 1819, be made, if Mr. Edwards had contented 
himself with the production of it in explanation of his oath of 1823, and his justification of that part of it 
which depended upon his own knowledge. It is, however, now produced as presumptive evidence that 
the copy of it was received by the Secretary; and Mr. Edwards sought for the answer in the office of the 
Receiver, and has now sworn that he believes the letter of the Secretary of the Ist of November, 1819, js 
the letter written after the reception of that of the 12th of October, to direct the Receiver to continue the 
deposits in the Bank of Edwardsville. The letter of the 1st of November makes no allusion to such letter: 
it is not a direction to continue deposits; it is the determination of the Secretary that the course 
alleged in the letter of Lucy Stephenson of the 18th of September, (which letter it now appears was algo 
the work of Mr. Edwards,) for the detention of the public moneys in the hands of the Receiver, did not 
authorize that detention. 

Since Mr. Edwards has produced the paper purporting to be dated on the 12th of October, 1819, it 
has been shown that it was impossible that the letter of the 1st of November should have been the answer 
to it, or written in consequence of it. By the mail arrangements of 1819, prevailing until the 16th of 
November of that year, as shown by the testimony of Mr. Bradley before the committee, it required 
twenty days to transmit a letter from Washington to Edwardsville, and a longer time to transmit a letter 
from Edwardsville to Washington. The original accounts of the Postmaster of Edwardsville, taken from 
the Comptroller’s Office, and of which an extract is before the committee, show that no mail left Edwards- 
ville for Washington from the 9th of October until the 16th of that month. More than twenty days from 
the 16th of October reaches beyond the 4th of November. The letter of the 1st of November was, there- 
fore, written before it was possible for the letter of the 12th of October, 1819, if such had been written at 
Edwardsville, to reach Washington. Admitting the impossibility that this should be otherwise, Mr, 
Edwards seeks to avoid the effect of this admission, by declaring, on oath, his belief that the letter of the 
Ist of November was not written or sent before that of the 12th of October was received. Either, there- 
fore, the letter was fraudulently antedated, or retained until the arrival of that document. To find a 
colorable pretext for this belief, Mr. Edwards, as the committee will recollect, turned to the original letter 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, of the Ist of November, to the Cashier of the Bank of Edwardsville, 
brought by Mr. Edwards from that place, which enclosed a copy of the letter of the same date to the 
Receiver, in order to ascertain the post-mark upon it; and succeeded in persuading himself that there was 
the figure 8 in the post-mark. A clerk of the Post Office, Mr. Sweeny, was sent for by (Mr. Taylor) one 
of the committee, but Mr. Edwards declined examining him. Mr. Sweeny, however, was examined; and 
the post-mark was ascertained to be the 3d of a month which could not be distinguished. This post-mark, 
if of November, was on the original letter before the letter of the 12th of October could have reached 
Washington. On the 19th of June, after a deliberation of three days, Mr. Edwards amended his own 
testimony, and then declared that it was possible the letter of the 12th of October might have arrived 
here in time to be answered by one of the Ist of November, because it might have been carried by a 
private conveyance to Louisville, from whence it could have been brought by mail within the required 
time. In making this amendment to his former-answer, Mr. Edwards appears to have forgotten how much 
he had previously said of the safety of the mail, and the improbability that anything committed to it should 
have miscarried; and that Mr. Stephenson could not have felt so much anxiety to despatch a paper which 
it had required Mr. Edwards’ influence to prevail on him to write, as to seek unusual means of hurrying 
it on by a mode of conveyance never before or after used by him for the conveyance of his official letters 
to the Department. 

Mr. Edwards, however, has asserted that Mr. Crawford’s letter of the 20th of April, 1820, was possibly 
the answer to the one of the 12th of October, 1819. In making this assertion on oath, Mr. Edwards has 
not recollected the stress he lays upon the circumstance of the deposits having been withheld till the 31st 
of December, 1819, as proof that he had advised the Receiver to withhold the deposits; as evidence that 
the Receiver did write to Mr. Crawford the letter of the 12th of October, and that that letter was answered; 
that in consequence of that answer the large sum of $53,191 was paid into the bank. In laying this stress 
upon the withholding of the deposits as evidence that Mr. Stephenson was acting by his advice, he had 
forgotten that he knew (having written Lucy Stephenson’s letter of the 18th of September, 1819,) that 
the deposits had been withheld for months before he gave the advice, of the giving of which that with- 
holding is afterwards considered as satisfactory proof. Without weighing the ingenious suppositions 
made under oath, founded upon a paper not proved to have been seen by the Receiver, differing from his 
official directions, and yet probably influencing him to do what he did not do, withhold the deposits, it will 
be sufficiently apparent that a letter of the 20th of April, 1820, could not be the cause of deposits made 
in December, 1819, and January and February, 1820; in all which months, notwithstanding the advice 
Mr. Edwards has sworn he gave the Receiver, deposits were made by that officer, as appears by his 
accounts in the hands of the committee among the documents accompanying the Secretary’s communica- 
tion. The letter of the 20th of April is written, as appears on the face of it, in consequence of the deposits 
of public money having been partially made. In the Receiver’s office at Edwardsville has been found no 
letter answering the description of Mr. Edwards in his testimony in 1823, or which could have been an 
answer to the paper of which the copy is now produced. Mr. Edwards has stated that he searched the 
office with the special object of discovering such a document, and that, except what he has produced, 
none such is to be found. 

It is therefore respectfully submitted: 

That the paper, in the handwriting of Mr. Edwards, found on the files of official letters appertaining 
to and now in the Receiver’s office, is evidence only that Mr. Edwards wrote such a letter. 

That it is not official, although filed in the handwriting of the Receiver, as it is not in his handwriting 
nor in that of any person employed in his office, and is not recorded in his letter book. 

That there is no evidence that the Receiver ever carried or sent a copy of it from his office. 

That such letter never has been received at the Treasury Department; that no answer is in the 
Treasury Department or Receiver’s office at Edwardsville, or was ever written to such letter. 

Mr. Edwards having declared in his last address to the committee, delivered on the 19th of June, 
that he had made no charge against the Secretary of suppressing the alleged correspondence with Mr. 
Stephenson, to which his oath of 1823 refers, it might appear superfluous to trouble the committee with 
these remarks. But on the very day that Mr. Edwards presented this disclaimer the alteration in his 
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testimony heretofore mentioned was made, and made, too, after the disclaimer was prepared and delivered. 
The conviction, therefore, is, that Mr. Edwards seeks to leave the stain of this charge on the Secretary, 
while he intends to avoid, if he can, the responsibility of having made it, and seeks to procure for his 
own testimony, which is the only testimony in support of it, a degree of respect to which it is not entitled. 
With this view of his intention it will not be deemed improper to examine what has been said and 
attempted by Mr. Edwards on the subject. 

In 1823 Mr. Edwards declared on oath to the committee of Congress that he was very much surprised 
that this correspondence (meaning the alleged letter of Mr. Stephenson of the 12th of October, and the 
alleged answer) was not communicated by the Secretary under resolutions of the House of Representa- 
tives of the 9th of January and 12th of March, 1822, calling for certain correspondence between the 
Treasury Department and sundry banks. 

In his address to the House of the 6th of April last he says, “Believing, as I call my God to witness 
I sincerely and confidently do, that Mr. Crawford did receive the letter mentioned in the above report, 
and that it is now in his possession, or has been purposely destroyed.” In the same address he infers 
that if this letter was not answered, Mr. Crawford, being for some cause or other unwilling to acknowledge 
the receipt of it, “contrived to give the directions (to continue the deposits) under some other form or 
pretext than that of a direct answer to it.” 

In his replication presented to the committee since the adjournment of Congress whole pages are 
occupied by an argument to show that the alleged letter of the 12th of October was sent, was received, 
and was answered. All the officers in the Secretary’s office were called as witnesses to prove that the 
letter had been received in 1819, or had been found since the Secretary’s report of the 22d of March, 1824, 
and that the Secretary had purposely delayed making that report until Mr. Edwards was about to leave 
Washington. In all of which the testimony adduced was conclusive that neither the charge itself nor 
either of the incidents alleged in aggravation of it by Mr. Edwards was true. 

Mr. Edwards argues, too, in his replication, that the Edwardsville Receiver’s letter ought, according 
to Mr. Crawford’s own view of the subject, to have been communicated to the House of Representatives 
under the before mentioned resolutions, because one other Receiver’s letter (the Receiver at St. Louis) 
had been communicated with his report of the , omitting to remember that this was communicated 
under a call requiring all the correspondence in relation to the Bank of Missouri, which made it his duty 
to transmit all letters respecting that bank, from whomsoever received. 

In his testimony now taken before the committee Mr. Edwards declares he believes that in 1819 the 
Secretary might have conceived the idea of concealing the letter of Mr. Stephenson, if it had been 
received, to screen himself from responsibility if the Bank of Edwardsville afterwards failed; an event 
which, although he did not anticipate, he might have apprehended. In the same testimony, when 
compelled to admit that a letter could not have arrived by mail from the 16th of October to the Ist of 
November, 1819, he added to that admission an insinuation, on oath, that the letter of the Secretary was 
antedated or retained until the arrival of the alleged letter of the 12th October, 1819. After the 
testimony of Mr. Sweeny was given, instead of disavowing this insinuation he was silent; and three 
days afterwards adds to that part of his testimony that from which it might be inferred that the letter of 
the 12th of October was sent by private conveyance to Louisville, and thence by mail to Washington. 

All these declarations, and the publication of Mr. Edwards at Louisville, in which he asserts that he » 
has the most irresistible proof that the Receiver at Edwardsville did write the letter mentioned in his 
examination, and that Mr. Crawford did write a letter to the Receiver directing him to continue the 
deposits in the Bank of Edwardsville, make it necessary that it should be distinctly brought before the 
committee. That Mr. Edwards, in different parts of his testimony, contradicts himself; that his testimony 
of 1823 does not agree with his testimony taken before the preseut committee; that his statements in his 
addresses to the House, and in his addresses to the committee, are contradictory to each other; that his 
statements now given on oath show that the impressions which his addresses were intended to make 
were, as he knew, unfounded; that he voluntarily declared, in the most emphatic manner, to different 
persons, that he was not the author of various publications against the Secretary, which he now acknowl- 
edges to have written; and finally, that he was, as admitted by himself, a party to a material alteration 
in a paper produced by himself, purporting to be a copy of a paper appertaining to and now in the 
Receiver’s office at Edwardsville—an alteration, the obvious effect of which was to deceive the committee 
and the public as to the character of the original from which the copy was taken. 

It is therefore respectfully submitted that nothing affecting the Secretary, and depending upon the 
oath of Mr. Edwards, can be taken as proved. 





Hon. John Floyd, Chairman, éc.: 


Unprepared, at present, to defend myself against the testimony of the Hon. Mr. Noble, by which I 
have been perfectly surprised, I have been compelled to look to a future period for that purpose. Lest, 
however, some erroneous inferences to my prejudice may be drawn from the want of a formal defence 
on this subject before the committee, I do most solemnly declare before God and my country that in the 
conversation which Mr. Noble states to have passed between him and myself, whensoever or wheresoever 
any part of it may have happened, he must, at least, have greatly misunderstood me, both in regard to 
the A. B. publications and to Mr. Crawford; and that if the conversation alluded to, or any part of it, 
—— as he says it did, in his own room, it must have been after my nomination was confirmed by the 

enate. 

It will be recollected that Mr. Noble, disclaiming all party considerations, had professed to be my 
friend, and had taken “an active part” in favor of the confirmation of my nomination, of which he proves 
I was well apprised. It would, therefore, have been most extraordinary that I should have thought it 
necessary to have made such statements to him, by which nothing was to be gained, and that I should 
have totally forborne to make them to any other Senator. 

Nor can it be considered less strange, if those statements were made to him during the pendency of 
my nomination, that he, with all his zeal in my favor, and acting in direct opposition to the wishes of his 
political friends, should never, either with a view to aid me or to justify himself, have given the slightest 
intimation of such conversation as he represents to have passed between us to any one of those gentle- 
men whom it was calculated to conciliate, and from whom opposition was expected. 

_ As to the conversation he mentions in regard to Mr. Crawford, it alludes to some facts which happened 
before I became a member of Congress, and of which I had no knowledge until since the commencement 
of the present controversy. 
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The very professions of gratitude, which he says I made to him, would apply with much more force 
and propriety to a period after than before the confirmation of my nomination; and from the nature of 
the case they would seem to have been predicated upon a disinterestedness on his part, which was the 
more highly appreciated because it overlooked the circumstances of his friendship and my hostility to 
Mr. Crawford, which is at war with the whole statement he has made concerning my opinion of the conduct 
of that gentleman. 

That Mr. Noble may have misunderstood me I will not attempt to gainsay; but, as I hope for future 
happiness, I never did intend to have expressed myself to him, ov any other person, so as to have conveyed 
the opinions and sentiments which he has imputed to me; nor can I account by anything within my own 
knowledge for such great misapprehensions. 

My object, however, is not now to present an argument upon the case, but simply to request the 
committee to accept of this as my denial of Mr. Noble’s testimony, and to have it printed with my other 


communications to the committee. 
NINIAN EDWARDS. 
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SEVEN MILLIONS LOAN BY THE BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 15, 1824. 


Treasury Department, December 14, 1824. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the Mouse of Representatives of the 12th of May, 1824, requiring 
ihe Secretary of the Treasury to ascertain and report to Congress the rate of interest at which the Bank 
of the United States will continue the loan of seven millions of dollars, I have the honor to state that the 
hank declines making any change in the terms on which that loan was originally made. Two letters 
from the President of that institution, exhibiting the views of the Directors on the subject, are herewith 
submitted. 

I remain, with respect, your most obedient servant, 
WH. H. CRAWFORD. 
Hon. H. Cray, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





Bank or THE Unirep States, December 3, 1824. 


Sir: I had the honor, on the 12th of July last, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th 
of that month, enclosing a resolution of the House of Representatives, passed on the 12th of May last, 
by which the Secretary of the Treasury was directed to “ascertain and report to Congress at its next 
session the rate of interest at which the Bank of the United States will continue the United States loan 
of seven millions;” and requesting “that the reply of the Board might be communicated in time to be 
submitted to the House during the first week of the next session of Congress.” 

In conformity to this request, I have this day been instructed by the Board of Directors to inform 
you that, after a very deliberate and respectful examination of the subject, they do not deem it consistent 
with their duty to the institution committed to their charge to propose any variation of the terms on 
which this subscription to the capital of the bank was originally made on behalf of the United States. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours, 
N. BIDDLE, President. 


Hon. Wu. H. Crawrorn, Secretary of the Treasury. 





Bank or THE Unirep States, December 6, 1824. 


Sir: In communicating the decision of the Board in relation to the rate of interest on the seven millions 
subscribed to the bank, I venture to add a few suggestions explanatory of their views, which you will, I 
am persuaded, duly appreciate, and can use in any manner of which you may deem them worthy. 

The question proposed being simply at what rate of interest the loan would be continued, without 
any specific offer to change its terms, and without intimating any modification which would be more 
acceptable than its present form, the Board felt themselves constrained to confine their reply to a general 
expression of their unwillingness to vary its present situation. Should the subject be resumed it will 
naturally present for consideration the expediency of either proposing to the bank to commute the subscrip- 
tion, now redeemable at pleasure, into a more permanent stock, at a lower rate of interest, or paying it off 
from the proceeds of a new loan. To that inquiry the following observations may not be inapplicable. 

The Government, in establishing by the charter its connexion with the bank, prescribed that its 
subscription to the capital should be “paid either in gold or silver coin, or in stock of the United States, 
bearing interest at the rate of five per centum per annum.” The latter course, as being obviously for the 
interest of the Government, at a time when the six per cents were received in subscription at par, was 
naturally adopted, and this five per cent. stock given in exchange for shares in the bank, on which a 
much higher rate of dividend was anticipated. This choice was proportionally disadvantageous to the 
bank, and combined with the other engagements of the charter, the bonus of one million five hundred 
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thousand dollars, the assumption of the duties of the Loan Office, and the obligation to distribute, without 
charge, the public revenue, imposed on the institution at its commencement some inequality in the burdens 
of the connexion. For a time the early expectation of large dividends from the bank was realized, until its 
misfortunes compelled it to reduce them; but now, and for some years past, the dividends equal the interest 
on the subscription by the Government. The stock thus subscribed is “redeemable in any sums and at any 
periods which the Government shall deem fit,” a phraseology which, though it certainly does not require, 
seemed to imply, and naturally suggested, the expectation that this reimbursement would be gradually 
effected from the surpluses of the revenue, whenever its abundance would furnish disposable means for 
that purpose. The contingency of a temporary reduction of the rate of interest, during which a new 
debt to others might be created to pay off the existing debt to the bank, was not anticipated, and the 
expediency of that measure, blended as it is with general views of the relation between that institution 
and the finances of the country, must, of course, be decided exclusively by those whom such considera- 
tions cannot escape. To them it is cheerfully left, with the single remark, which, unless outweighed by 
some decisive temptation to a change, should not be without its influence, that this stock procures to the 
Government an income equal to the sum which is paid on account of it, and that the shares of the bank 
for which it was exchanged bear a much higher value than the stock itself. Without enlarging on these 
topics it will be a more appropriate duty in those who are charged with the administration of the bank to 
suggest, as is now done, very respectfully, that it would probably benefit neither the bank nor the Govern- 
ment to vary the terms of the original subscription. 

Ist. In relation to the bank itself, the change from the present to a lower rate of interest is, of course, 
an obvious loss; but its remote effects, though not so apparent, would not be less disadvantageous. The 
true interests of the bank are inseparably connected with those of the community, whose general business, 
whose transactions and exchanges, it is at once its duty and its inclination to encourage and facilitate. 
When, by any concurrence of circumstances, that business, and with it the demand for banking accom- 
modation, diminishes, the bank naturally seeks to place its funds, no longer required for that purpose, in 
investments, which, though yielding small profits, are readily convertible, and from which it can imme- 
mediately disengage them at any moment, when the reviving business of the community may demand 
their more active and useful employment. It would be alike injurious to that community and to the 
bank that any change in the circumstances of the country, that any of the various contingencies which 
might give fresh animation to commerce, should find the means of the institution absorbed in stocks from 
which it could not extricate them without loss to itself, and where it could not leave them without 
diminishing its usefulness to the public. The board, therefore, would see with reluctance so large a 
proportion of the original capital of the bank invested in a stock which, bearing a lower interest than 
has hitherto been known in the United States, would be the first to feel the depreciation attendant on an 
active demand for capital. On the other hand, to throw back on the bank such an amount of its capital, 
for which no employment in the necessary course of business could now be found, would either condemn 
it to the disadvantage of suffering its funds to remain useless and unproductive, or else expose it to the 
hazard of extending its loans; of which the first effect would be to stimulate into a distempered energy 
the spirit of speculation, and the last might be reaction, disastrous alike to the community and to the 
institution; nor— 

2d. Is the advantage to the Government from any change either clear or important. This stock may 
now be redeemed in any portions and at any time which may be convenient, and the first excess of revenue 
may be applied to its reduction. To convert it into a stock bearing a lower rate of interest, yet still 
redeemable at pleasure, would be impracticable, as the only compensation which could be offered for the 
reduction of the interest must be found ir. the prolonged and fixed duration of the capital. It is, therefore, 
worthy of consideration whether it is not better to retain a five per cent. stock, reimbursable at pleasure, 
rather than convert it into a four and a half per cent. stock, irredeemable for years, and thus permanently 
added to the mass of the national debt. 

Again: It is probable, from present appearances, that the surplus revenue of 1825 will, during the 
first and part of the second quarter, be absorbed in the reimbursement of the $7,652,815 49 of six per 
cents redeemable in that year, and that to redeem the nineteen millions of six per cents, payable on the 
Ist of January, 1826, it may be necessary to borrow eight or ten millions towards the close of 1825. If, 
then, the Government were, in addition to the five millions of four and a half per cents for which proposals 
are now issued, to open a new loan of seven millions, these would probably so absorb the floating capital 
of the country as to leave neither the means nor the disposition to make the necessary advances at that 
low rate of interest to extinguish the sixes reimbursable on the lst of January, 1826. Would it not 
then be advisable to employ that disposable capital in the redemption of a six per cent. stock rather than 
to exhaust it in the exchange for a five per cent. stock ? 

The last consideration is, whether, in fact, any change of this stock could be so advantageous to the 
Government as its present form. It may be assumed that if these seven millions were repaid to the 
bank they could not be employed cither usefully or profitably, and that the Government in its character 
of a stockholder would proportionably suffer in its interests. Now, these seven millions bear an interest 
of $350,000, but the Government, as proprietor of one-fifth of the bank, receives in the shape of dividends 
on its shares one-fifth of this sum, making the sum actually disbursed by the Government $280,000, which 
is only four per cent., so that, in fact, this stock is a four per cent. stock, redeemable at pleasure. Now, 
a four per cent. stock, redeemable at pleasure, would not be purchased by individuals at par. A four and 
a half per cent. stock thus redeemable could not be procured, nor even if it could would it be so advan- 
tageous to the Government as the present, which, though nominally five, is actually only four per cent. 
In short, it is believed that no four and a half per cent. loan could be obtained unless for a length of time 
which would render it less convenient to the Government than the terms on which the subscription now 
stands, uniting as it does the advantages of a low rate of interest with the privilege of immediate 
reimbursement. 

Under these impressions, the Board deem it for the mutual advantage of both parties that the original 
subscription should remain in its present form; and more® particularly they do not feel themselves at 
liberty to make any voluntary offer for its conversion into a stock bearing a different rate of interest. 

You will readily perceive from the frankness and fullness of this explanation that its sole purpose 1s 
to present distinctly the views which have influenced the decision of the Board. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours, 
N. BIDDLE, President. 


Hon. Witutam H. Crawrorp, Secretary of the Treasury. 
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LOSSES ON DUTY BONDS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 15, 1824. 


Treasury Department, December 14, 1824. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives of May 26, 1824, I have the honor 
to submit two statements from the Register of the Treasury, showing the annual and aggregate amount 
of bonds for duties which accrued upon the importation of foreign merchandise from March 3, 1789, to 
December 31, 1823, and the annual and aggregate amount of loss which has arisen by allowing the 
credits thereon authorized by law. By these it appears that the whole amount of duties which accrued 
during that period is $535,512,933 36, of which $8,032,693 99 are estimated to have been received in 
cash, and the remainder of $527,480,239 37 were taken on bond; that of the amount of bonds taken, 
$1,575,626 67 are stated to be lost, and $758,191 51 are considered doubtful. If the sum considered 
doubtful be added to that stated to be lost, the whole amount of loss during that entire period is only 
about 441 cents in each hundred dollars. ; 

To require the prompt payment of duties would certainly prevent any loss in future; but it would 
probably diminish the amount of duties in a greater proportion than it has been diminished by the loss 
actually sustained under the credit system. It is also probable that the amount of duties would be 
diminished by shortening the credits, inasmuch as the length of the credit for the duties operates as an 
encouragement to importations. With a view, therefore, exclusively to the revenue, it is believed that 
no advantage would result from abolishing or curtailing the credits now given for duties. 

But whatever motives there may be for allowing a credit for duties to our own citizens, no sufficient 
reason is perceived for continuing it to foreigners who are not domiciliated in the republic. A discrimi- 
nation in this respect between citizens of the United States and others would tend to confine the 
commerce of the nation to its own citizens, and would aid in restraining the practice of shipping merchan- 
dise to this country upon consignment, for foreign account, which has hitherto been found to interfere 
with the interests of our own regular merchants. 

I remain, with respect, your most obedient servant, 


WM. H. CRAWFORD. 
Hon. Henry Cray, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





A statement of the bonds taken for duties on imported merchandise into the United States, from March 3, 1789, 
to December 31, 1823. 
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Statement of the amount of losses sustained during the last thirty years upon bonds given for duties on imports, 
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Savannah, Ga...... oe 4,193 00 | ere Josescvenseeees 1,121 00 Recainy: 8,212 00 |....+... MekweaPoaieins ee 
St. Marys, Ga ....cscccccccccces jeccccces vaveee | Eneeeeeseekees levceccccsccees[ocescecccccons PAA ee Tes re TTC exec ee, eet 
Brunswick, Ga....ccceecesceceee eoeeeeeeeeeees Jecvcccee cecces lecekiguusaiead bp wisrslses Sahwiaseeweesosniencs. |sueaiesweiessiees||s sibs so'sbi50:64is'sll'cacsvaceseaps 
MississipPi......cceceecececeeces [cee ceescecens lbeptbbenisenbes Seerree en ere eee ‘ble ase edubuabeneaauicks ; 
ede fae fa = i ie “pig 
27,452 03 | 11,735 17 | 5,315 06 10,532 38 | 18,075 80 48,692 44 | 19,820 15 1,044 64 
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a | | | 
Districts. | 1810 1811. 1812. | 1813. |; 1814. | 1815. | 1816. | 1817. 
| | | 
| | | 
l useusseeasecs | $9,746 02 I. seuilenaes ; 
| 








WETMONE. 600s 000 vecccescncesicees lovee peas Swen ss | $1,284 GS lecceecccccvcvcleccccceccccses cessecseiavces 

(LEE ELE, a et OTE Fe Oa SNe Der, eRe eC eer ener aS eee 
NN abicnncs:eonsnsitines Idasaaioniesns aoaane este oc PRbasibeniandisdimieesicans lesseceeeseeee| @1,543 45 | 6,304.39 | $2,415 40 
Bath .....ccccccee sovcccsccececs eter staceg Loues sesevccees pa taeeenaehuae lecece eeecceees eee neaiaass eee Letts ececccece | t00 ses eecees 
Portland.......++ sedbecccseseseos Pep pobasaseben lchsbsasbeweess | 521 32 |...e eee pee Sulaeeneees aisles |<sssiwwscsenseleses bese uWwenent owsenaemer cs 
MPRMRIINE s cosp00 esuwceseres SS hearers eye" lécspwsobusases le senlsbedisabaes leona bauebbseesle ose teceeacne : 1,275 77 
ET, NEARER, eee udinhcasind ere FEeneer er ere Sea aerate art “317 00 
Salem 2... cccccccccccsevcccs saent 1,532 62 Ricca eee Si eeeeee ee eccces cocccees reece levee ccccclccceccccccccce (cece ee eeeees 
Boston ...... a ee ate | 11,320 98 | 6,541 83 | 810 00 |....000- eee: ee ore siseiiawenshir | 40,487 48 | 837 39 
PI GMAMTIN <cpos ene sasnoawsswssens RET. i caeuaupoeseres | BBB GD: A ccesemesessees ere: PRR: RR ere 
IR esski ones deen aubeneee leweeueeoebes es | Ses aesb eens’ sloekasamisnes Seupieuns seeees news foiie seuss Ls gepaubeeswed lsbwetoas éeSée Pecuaiinee, 
Providence... ...e.0seesceees Peer, eer ee lS sueesee esse siasiokbe SeRehasalarceuNeeiensesaieees bake eeueas — bseeesisnes siemens ie Solsielsis 
RAMI REL cocks paneer enbeede lon ssaaceckes lSsGuscESbbaeee lwaeese seGubseeienee id On P0536 Banos: Reactecalecssseueeceese meer : 
PTI cccvnassesensnee ar Ue ree Leics aaiiainiens sshuddeasndead neewaninkbiens opener re Renee Bp "GE ee 
New TONG 6 5.000000000s00 sobs luperwocuhneses lekeeesee ences lL chaneeeaencebsisaas Sane abeebelos Suteneuwaecteceeacen | 5,507 61 


Genesee 





| 10,823 64 |...... me 
25,360 30 | $17,300 00 |......... shel al cinema: | 53,313 55 | 69,376 10 

| | 7,053 08 
82 29,416 82 | 647 24 
71 3,002 05 


PSR AMDOF sso c0is20002 000 PPR oe te Ee Reece TS H 
Philadelphia........+.0eeeeeee eee! 7,189 05 | 14,018 40 | 










Delaware .occcccee cece rs0ce pbs hbeeesuseebs |0006 c00ceeeses Ligue sdb eebbbs lewhbosee whos lnuce¥aus aT 
Baltimore. ..ccceccccccccsccccses | 1,073 04 | 4,151 34 | = 23,245 65 
Alexandria..... eccaiaaunie sich | 67 50 18,670 66 | 5,079 14 


385 42 


Georgetown, D.C. ..cccccesccecs locvcvccccssccs|sccccces 
18,512 02 | 19,215 32 


DOGO. 6cac cscs ccccnsesee eeeeeeie 


Wilmington, N. C........ coccces 
Edenton ......cee e ccccccccccce See ees ai tie Jeccccece 


CRNGO sc nnndccecoeccscccoccsssce | ‘ ‘mate an 
Washington .......000 sesee Sebel 576 81 197 20 195 64 | ID ‘lanww sews Shanes 319 60 1,537 60 1,458 35 
| 834 70 2,392 30 | 12,920 84 |..... peeneaeie besoasbaep ees 163 04 245 12 








Charleston...... pb eweneeneeeeens Joeccccee iseees 
= | 
Savannah, Ga.........000. bones Spano san bere lscsevseecces eplaesekoneaueens 10,517 00 Pao We \cereskecasvess sen beeaeaeeses 15,254 00 
| | | =e 9 
ae ee ee ee i) TARRY EY ee eee eer 
Brunswick, Ga..........0. sees cecccece babews Bee susaeeeee cub cbibd bebe (ener peewee iibaisnascaclitel iia Seniate Cesc seccasecceloocees wanees 
PRISMA Sc css Seebesanse nascent 128 00 47 00 1,152 35 | 3,487 00 | .ccccceee sti Minibuses = A eT eee eae 
| 
| 
—— ' ——a 











3,227 63 
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on 


22,874.55 | 142,149 12 | 66,903 27 | 69,945.60 | 5,513 81 | 33,238 10 
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Districts. 1818. 


Total. 














Baltimore...... SuSE SCO S eS Se wees eee veesies 5, 404 95 76,891 05 


| 1823 


pusaseenknawe Pitueaeaas ee eee erence |  @ 11,248 67 
were sdinsise lina bangeriiaal ees wsitivanunsisleneveusakaniael 5,447 94 
sidicaceebanie banks cad akan Ligacsineadipnetenss eile 12,014 12 


1820. | 1821. | 1822. 
| 
| 
| 

















Railiiaacereseess Beaeaawormuneees sews seteleeeeeees Peel es RE err Rete Jose eseeees acelenemaeed axes [eesetesecesacel 114 21 
Portland.....seeeeeseees Jer waite sete ance ‘giomiitien, Gai beeeeee nadaaess seeeerleees dbnaceaa: | 7,259 77 
NewDUrypPOrt .seseseeeeceseenceseeeercneves seeseeesseeees weneseasseaeee lense eaenes seeleeeeeeeeeeeeee, Sademten tenes [odnedcleeiseinwen 1,275 77 
eA cs iatiininsnseiiniinsiewanait fied ~ GN Teadencenss FE LR FL ey aoe EE KG te ae 1,037 70 
Salem ss seeserareeeseeeeeeeeeecseeeeters anes sees ener ees |. K@aw mb emeedaa wats rpacaeae Re seeeseen weawapamaden Liidae telemeuseed 1,532 62 
Boston ..eeeee adassleewesien secceeeccccecceee! 10,236 GF [osssessecceeee|s see e eee eeeeneleeeeteeseeeens teeeeeeneeenels saduaeee 108, 102 31 
Plymouth. ..++.. daca DAdaekiceripaaccsastcad SRS Bias tapiaiennaweida WU Vis tecestnthabvieasiasnisicsabcahosaetianiiien 1,355 25 
NN Neihiciscs ete sata hit hank abil teild Saaste'ccecatnssdauairiane ash bSiinnbadnseacanuihsvesacsfvaahnateidosesial ondviadasaance 2,152 78 
PERCINENCE!-wasiiesasice ses c es cleus scesicln sens sesie sine seeeeeles siaideasemeclavasedoongess iteneeeneseesleeeeeeee nesses seeeees a gueue 337 74 
TLE LOY eee See Oe PCE LPI S I NOTTS SOON Se Tw enn 811 29 
I iin caine acaisvscubaeeahiosusini WISE -laaccsarvarons 938 58 seseaeesenseesloes seteetis biicoatas er 7,263 33 
New LONdON .cceccccccccccccccvcccccccscece|sessccceseseee| sees sess cecees| sees sees sesees teen ones ceeeeele matwaae “| . : 5,507 61 
EUGERe exaun ahah edie weceaspecibnes snes ceil cic sie ssieeners| sews cnace sn asc| Seiveea cemieciessleass oes aninneeisee sua cclaceaeel Ae rey oar any 915 04 
OES LILLIE NEE, TEIN SERENA EE TERRE 12,017 71 
Sal Bicicxncsanniw iiss sscccccsccecsscese| 463103 | 76,934.89 | 17,072 34 $207 57 | $4,687 64 | $2,642 02 461,327 74 
Perth AMDOY .secceccecceecececccccccccccncs|seeereneueeesns sere were cesensl esse sere serene | teen seen eeeeee tees tees nseees sees seen eesens 7,053 08 
Philadelphia....... pre iicibi Ri acins cin raises scsacecssocces| ORME | MENTOR |icccceccciccss) 1900000 | 21,692 58 419,010 74 
OE SEE LEE RS: OL IP NE, EPC, mann | 210 88 |... 3,923 64 
} 


Alexandridss wocccecccccccccccccccccccccces siteesecceceees 24,638 28 
Georgetown, D. C....... ba aeiesteieislewts cegeoacel 28 75 845 64 


10,177 04 61 57 526 17 780 10 | 
DR hangs hice canis ec evenvinacacdbosatwnassvests 


148,731 60 
54,948 55 
1,259 81 





NIE ocsicnveres Mien ee) Bee I daca oniisuasdciia iapnaececiioae 78, 120 72 
Wilmington, N. C....seceeeee IA OIE | RR RN TO Sereren: 1,271 13 
MOD UNEON = sioteressigie ob nwinre cioe's c's sx's'ees siaeiceeeel sees ucssaueinsatewece stencil sisecso seeeees EE Re OE 300 00 
(MNO cstasw'sn seas eevee ce beens beens a Bene eon SivieaSutaaee safe Saas eanmaate e sloccadewed casas | 1,621 31 
FEO EN gt WRC ATTEN Sees eee wer ET 15,881 60 
ics gts Ciastitiiesaeens | 97,811 49 1,489 83 |........ peter: Di Stila Petes EE” Ae WOES, 97,909 60 
Savannah, Ga....ceesesccescccoee eececcccencs | 779 00 |..00 secerccceleccee ceece sand refeerreri Coc dnsibebiiacacaee 73,229 91 
St. Mary’s, Ga..cccccccccece ais peuebae keeled mees Gkecaaleeee wbeaiwaloalen aac sameeren hes ° ‘on HAs ee RET ee | 26,020 23 
I is odeclaeicimicmaticiaicneinnd WME Vvncicsiiouladocwnss ecsueabtnael aie alee | 1,808 80 
Mississippi..... 000010 0000606 060000000000 6000] tecesees covcss cece cccccccccs eee cece cccccelcccs cece ccccce|cons ccce ceceecleccceccccccccs| 4,814 35 





278,702 61 








1,575,626 67 





Amount of bonds given for duties on imports in suit on the 3lst December, 1823.......ceeeeeeesesecees *B2, 946,447 07 


Whereof is stated to be lost, as above........ 


Supposed to be recoverable .... cece cece ceeeeeeees eoecee secs 


The recovery is doubtful.......ccseecceceseccence 











$1,575,626 67 
612,628 89 
758,191 51 





2,946, 447 07 








* The resolution of the House of Representatives calls fer the losses on bonds during the last thirty years; the above statement, in fact, exhibits the 
whole loss since the 3d March, 1789, as there were no ascertained losses prior to the Ist January, 1794. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, November 30, 1824, 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register of the Treasury. 
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STATE OF THE FINANCES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 8, 1825. 


Treasury Department, December 31, 1824. 


Sir: I have the honor to transmit a report prepared in obedience to the “ Act supplementary to the 


act to establish the Treasury Department.” 


I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 


The Preswent of the Senate. 


WM. H. CRAWFORD. 





REPORT. 


In obedience to the directions of the “ Act supplementary to the act to establish the Treasury Depart- 


ment,” the Secretary of the Treasury respectfully submits the following report: 
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FINANCE. 








1, OF THE PUBLIC REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEARS 1823 AND 1824. 


The net revenue which accrued from duties on imports and tonnage during the year 





1823 amounted (see statement A) t0........ccccccccccccccce cess ccccvecscnes 
The actual receipts into the Treasury during the year 1823 amounted to............. 
Viz: 
Ceiba (TRIMS BY novos esc cccccacccenesecenescescevcces $19,088,433 44 
Pees GN CINE BPD ok aces cc abes ves esvendesccecccceees 916,523 10 
Dividends on stock in the Bank of the United States.............. 350,000 00 
Arrears of internal duties and direct taxes, and incidental receipts (E). 131,951 69 
Repayments of advances made in the War Department for services 
a ee eer 53,758 03 
Making, with the balance in the Treasury on the Ist January, 1823, of .............. 
EE ee Te Te PERT TT Te TT CUCT TT OCER TOOT T TT CCT CCT TET eT ee 
The actual expenditures during the year 1823 amounted to (F)............02eeeeeee 
Viz: 
Civil, diplomatic, and miscellaneous. ............0...2escccceccee 2,022,093 99 


Military service, including fortifications, ordnance, Indian depart- 
ment, revolutionary and military pensions, arming the militia, 








$17,008,570 80 


eit 
20,540,666 26 





4,237,427 55 








24,778,093 81 
15,314,171 00 





and arrearages, prior to January 1, 1817 ................605- 5,258,294 77 
Naval service, including the gradual increase of the Navy......... 2,503,765 83 
iG kha EERE WER CEESERE NG 6 ONEDDG CSN 26k b ENG KOO Kes 5,530,016 41 
Leaving a balance in the Treasury, on the Ist January, 1824, of ............002000e- 
The actual receipts into the Treasury during the first three quarters j 

of the year 1824 are estimated to have amounted to .......... 19,630,893 96 

Viz: 
ind SE RCEE EMAAR WEN MASS WERE ROMS $13,372,268 80 
Public lands (statement G)..........0..sese0e0. 768,805 10 
Dividends on stock in the Bank of the United States 350,000 00 
Arrears of internal duties and direct taxes and inci- 
eee ree 97,321 37 


Repayments of advances made in the War Depart- 
ment for services or supplies prior to July 1, 


Ee ECT Pe rere reer 42,498 69 
Loan under act of May 24, 1824, for paying the 
awards under the Florida treaty............. 5,000,000 00 





And the actual receipts into the Treasury during the fourth quarter 
of the year, including the moiety of the loan of $5,000,000, author- 
ized by the act of the 26th of May, 1824, for paying the 6 per 





cent. stock of 1812, are estimated at .......ccccccccescsscces 7,350,000 00 
Making the total estimated receipts into the Treasury during the year 1824.......... 
And, with the balance in the Treasury on the Ist of January, 1824, forming an aggre- 
bt tite deta dictinstnengamenst begun itliee 

estimated to have amounted to (statement I).............4..- $21,563,702 73 
Civil, idan tee and miscellaneous.............. $1,792,456 00 


Military service, including fortifications, ordnance, 
Indian department, revolutionary and military 
pensions, arming the militia, and arrearages 





Se a err rrr er 4,548,374 49 
Naval service, including the gradual increase of the 
LE Ee ee Tere eT rer Te ere Tee 2,172,671 34 
Awards under the Florida treaty ................ 4,775,671 99 
ED Se ee re ee rr ee 8,274,528 91 
And the expenditures during the fourth quarter are estimated at.... 10,374,445 13 
Viz: 
Civil, diplomatic, and miscellaneous.............. $580,870 11 


Military service, including fortifications, ordnance, 
Indian department, revolutionary and military 
pensions, arming the militia, and arrearages 





me SO ONE BS UDE Sook vk cicsecvesacvesss 765,346 35 
Naval service, including the gradual increase of the 

EE CEGHAPSS TERE MES ATK S60 Ke bu D kes 608 734,343 82 
IE. Pee re reer eT fer re ree 8,293,884 85 
Making the total estimated expenditure of the year 1824 ......... cee eee eee ce eee 





And leaving in the Treasury, on the Ist of January, 1825, an estimated balance of... . 





9,463,922 81 


26,980,893 96 





36,444,816 77 


31,938,147 86 














4,506,668 91 
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It is to be observed, however, that this balance is not to be considered as subject to appropriation, 
as there is about an equal amount of unsatisfied appropriations, which, though not called for in the year 
1824, are necessary for the objects for which they were severally made, and which are, therefore, an 
existing charge upon the means of the Treasury. 


2. OF THE PUBLIC DEBT. 


The funded debt which was contracted before the year 1812, and which was unredeemed 


























on the Ist of October, 1823, amounted (statement No. Se i ake neke reiki eke ses $16,597,318 58 
And that which was contracted subsequently to the 1st of January, 1812, and was 

unredeemed on the Ist of October, 1823, amounted (No. 2) to... . 2... cece eee eee 73,854,545 45 
Making the total amount of funded debt unredeemed on the Ist of October, 1823...... 90,451,864 03 
In the fourth quarter of that year there was added in Treasury note six per cent. stock. 716 75 
idly CE CE Ce CE eee Tee 90,452,580 78 
And there was paid in the reimbursement of deferred six per cent. stock............. 274,565 88 
Reducing the funded debt, on the Ist of January, 1824, (statement No. 2,) to........ 90,178,014 90 
From that day to the Ist of October last there was added, in four and a half per cent. 

I Ti EOE BE FE, UNG oink icc eee k i ans cee easeescasoes 5,000,000 00 
ove, Gevalia. tips. onnaectond CEE ERE COE TER Ee TEE 95,178,014 90 
During the same period there was paid the residue of the deferred six 

lee iw eW eee ind eda rd oy ee Ease oKN wR sue $357,546 26 
And in purchasing the seven per cent. stock. ................000. 4,123,397 10 
ee dG an oh is a eR A ES ENG SE NS hawk oA Ma ae seb EARN 4,480,943 36 
And reducing the funded debt, on the Ist of October, 1824, (No. 3,) to.. .......0. 90,697,071 54 
In the fourth quarter of the year it is estimated there will be added, in four and a half 

por cent. stock, Wader the act of May 26, 1024... 2.2... ci ec cee ee eeeen ees 2,500,000 00 
Ne gh hae asa ws Sg NEE ROBERUSEG owe eh bee ne ewaee 93,197,071 54 
And during the same period it is estimated there will be paid for the 

redemption of the residue of the seven per cent. stock. ........ 4,483,093 17 
And of the exchanged six per cent. stock.. .............0.ccceees 2,668,974 99 
ei apse sk 8 OS SEO NROS OES KS AS Hee aae esses eens 7,152,068 16 





Which will reduce the funded debt unredeemed on the 1st of January, 1825, (including 
$7,000,000 five per cent. stock subscription to the Bank of the United States, for 
which the stock of the bank held by the Government is considered an equivalent, ) 
ee arc pe os are iu 5G. hace wy nu 9 WSS ORS 86,045,003 38 








The amount of Treasury notes outstanding on the Ist of October, 1824, is estimated 
tee ries uno le eaN New ake s OREN RATRS ck WERE Meee ess 19,756 00 


’ 








And the amount of Mississippi stock unredeemed on that day, including awards not 
SR rer er rer eee ee eer ee re ee 14,016 53 








By the preceding exhibition of the fiscal operations of the year it will be perceived that, if the 
expectations formed respecting the fourth quarter should be realized, the receipts will have exceeded the 
estimate presented at the last session of Congress by about $800,000. The only failure has been in the 
proceeds of the public lands, and that has been the result of a disappointment in regard to the relinquished 
lands; great portions of which were supposed to offer strong inducements to purchasers in their fertility 
and situation, and other circumstances. But, not only has the quantity sold been less than was anticipated, 
but owing, it is believed, in a great measure, to combinations of capitalists, by which actual settlers 
were deterred from competition, the price has not, with few exceptions, exceeded the minimum price fixed 
by law. It is to be observed, however, that the actual receipts from that source of revenue during the 
present year will exceed those of the preceding year; and it is estimated that those for the ensuing year 
will not be less. 

The gross amount of duties on imports and tonnage, which accrued from the Ist of January to the 
30th of September last, inclusive, is estimated at $19,000,000, and that of the whole year at $22,500,000. 
Of this sum, that portion which accrued in the first half of the year exceeds by about $630,000, and that 
in the three quarters by about $1,200,000, the portions which accrued in the corresponding quarters of 
the preceding year. 

The debentures issued during the first three quarters of the present year amounted to $2,952,000, 
which is less by $460,000 than the amount issued during the corresponding period of the preceding year; 
and the amount of debentures outstanding on the 30th of September last, and chargeable upon the 
revenue of 1825, was $1,004,000, which is less by $401,000 than was, on the same day in 1823, chargeable 
upon the revenue of 1824. 

The amount of bonds in suit on the 30th September last was $2,909,000, which is $92,000 more 
than was in suit on the same day of the preceding year. Deducting from the whole amount of duties 
outstanding on bonds and otherwise on the 30th of September last, the debentures actually chargeable 
upon them and the bonds in suit, it is estimated that the sum payable after the expiration of the present 
year will be about $12,200,000. This amount, however, is subject to debentures which may still be issued; 
but, as an allowance has already been made for those which are now chargeable upon it, no considerable 
deduction on that account is to be expected. A portion of the amount, also, is not payable until 1826; 
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but the residue, together with so much of the duties accruing in the fourth quarter of the present and 
in the whole of the next year as may be received during that year, will, after deducting the expenses of 
collection, constitute the receipts from the customs during the year 1825. 

The productiveness of the customs, however, depends upon the state of the foreign commerce of the 
nation. It is estimated that in the year ending on the 30th of September last the value of domestic 
articles exported was $49,684,710, which exceeded by $2,529,302 the amount exported in the precedin 
year; and that the value of foreign articles exported was $25,248,782, which was less by $2,294,840 than 
the amount exported in the preceding year. The value of imports during the same period is estimated 
at $78,516,183, which exceeds the imports of the preceding year by $936,916. 

For three years past the average annual value of imports has been $79,778,997; that of foreign 
articles exported $25,026,201; and that of domestic articles exported $48,904,732. The little fluctuation 
that has taken place in these years, and the improvement in the last year, may be regarded as indications 
that the commerce of the country is tending to a regular and sound state. If no extraordinary events 
should occur to interrupt it, it is reasonable to infer that there will be no material or unfavorable change 
in the ensuing year. 

For the two years ending on the 3lst December, 1823, the average annual gross amount of duties 
on imports was $23,227,835. This sum, upon the annual average value of the whole importations for the 
three years ending on the 30th of September, 1824, was 29.12 per cent.; and upon the average amount 
of importations, after deducting the exports of foreign articles, it was 42.42 per cent. For the same two 
years the average annual net amount of duties, including tonnage, &c., was $18,758,931; and, for the 
reasons already stated, it may be presumed that, independent of any influence which the new tariff may 
have upon the revenue, the amount which will be received into the Treasury from customs during the 
year 1825 will be about equal to that sum. 

The operation of the new tariff upon the revenue cannot now be correctly estimated. On one 
important branch of imports, those from beyond the Cape of Good Hope, its provisions will not take effect 
until the Ist of January next. As it is only since the Ist of July last that it has been in operation in 
regard to other importations, and as the Collectors are allowed by law three months for rendering their 
accounts, the addition caused by the new tariff cannot, even for that portion of the imports and for one 
quarter of the year, be stated with perfect accuracy. It is believed, however, that the investigation 
which has been made with a view to that object affords data for estimating its effects with sufficient 
exactness for the present purpose. It has been found that, upon the whole importations (estimating their 
value at the rates adopted in forming the statistical report) in the three quarters of the year ending on 
the 30th of June, 1824, the gross amount of duties was 27.45 per cent.; and that, if the rates of the 
present tariff had been applied to the same importations, the duties would have amounted to 30.30 per 
cent., which is equal to an increase upon the amount of duties of 10.39 per cent. (statement K.) It also 
appears that, in eight of the principal ports of the United States, the rate of duties upon the whole 
amount of importations during the third quarter of the year 1823 was 28.36; and during the corresponding 
quarter of the year 1824 it was 30.98 per cent., (statement L.) But it is to be observed that in the third 
quarter of 1824 the importations from beyond the Cape of Good Hope were not subjected to the increased 
rates of the new tariff. These, it is estimated, would have made the rate of duties in that quarter 31.40 
per cent., which is equal to an increase upon the amount of duties of 7.57 per cent. The new tariff may, 
perhaps, have some effect upon the importation of those articles which pay high rates of duty, and for 
which articles of a lower rate may be substituted. But, as the value of the imports depends more upon 
the ability of the importing country to pay than upon the amount of duty levied upon the articles 
imported, it is not probable that, under the present circumstances of the commerce of the United States, 
there will be any diminution in the aggregate. Upon the whole, therefore, it is believed that the revenue 
derived from imports will be increased by the operation of the new tariff in a ratio nearly equal to that 
in which it is estimated to have been increased during the third quarter of the present year in the ports 
above mentioned, or about 74 per cent. This increase, however, will produce less augmentation in the 
actual receipts into the Treasury during the year 1825 than in subsequent years. 

With these views of the subject, the receipts into the Treasury during the year 1825 are estimated 


as follows: 


I ettolad shia cee enero Css ve os fue e eaten Ucn gu wage aieKe $20,000,000 00 
1,000,000 00 





Ee ee See ae a ee nee ee ea re ae ee 
eee ES be eh he eid dea cued Rae wee eRe 350,000 00 
eS RE ee re ee ae re 150,000 00 





eit ris eid ee wie ene nee * 21,500,000 00 
And the residue of the loan authorized by the act of the 26th of May last.. 2,450,000 00 





$23,950,000 00 


ee ee ke eGR Wee Ke WEN Kaeo aek Rene Owe ema 
The expenditures of the year are estimated as follows: 
Civil, Giplometic, and MmiBCOlIAMOANS ... .... .. 0.0 ne cc cesceeseeseess 1,685,026 76 


Military service, including fortifications, ordnance, Indian department, 
revolutionary and military pensions, arming the militia, and ar- 





rearages prior to the let January, 1817 ........0ccscocsvessses 5,013,283 60 
Naval service, including the gradual increase of the navy.............. 3,044,789 3 
Public debt, including a payment of $7,654,570 93 of principal......... 11,962,063 97 
EN ee OSE e Ns hla w een kane Rds GSE RMR WIS 21,705,163 64 


—$—$——* 





Which will leave in the Treasury, on the Ist of January, 1826, after 
satisfying all the demands of the year 1825, a surplus estimated 
cc 2,244,836 36 


Hie elec REE eee Cio oie Ok Oe ESSE. Ka ES eae OF SOS 
rT 
eo 
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On the first of January, 1826, a large amount of debt incurred by the late war, viz: $19,000,000 of 
the 6 per cent. stock of the year 1813, will be redeemable. As it is not probable that the surplus means 
of the year 1826 will more than equal the amount of the sinking fund for that year, only $7,000,000 of that 
stock can be discharged out of the ordinary revenues of the year. On the Ist of January, 1827, the 6 per 
cents of 1814, another portion of the war debt, amounting to $13,000,000, will become redeemable, and in 
that year, also, it is probable that not more than $7,000,000 of the principal can be discharged. There 
will then remain in those two years $13,000,000, which cannot be paid out of the revenue of those years. 
In 1828 the amount of principal redeemable will probably not exceed the means of the Treasury. In the 
years 1829 and 1830 no part of the public debt is redeemable, and in 1831 less than $19,000. Policy 
would seem to suggest, with a view both to the convenience of the Government and the advantage of the 
community, that the excess of debt which cannot be discharged in 1826 and 1827 should be thrown in 
equal portions upon those years in which nothing is payable. For the present, however, it may be suffi- 
cient to confine such an arrangement to the excess of the year 1826. From the state of the money market 
and the high credit of the Government no doubt is entertained that the $12,000,000 required to provide 
for the excess of the debt on the Ist of January, 1826, may be borrowed at 5 per cent., reimbursable in 
in 1829 and 1830. And if such an arrangement is approved, it is respectfully proposed that authority 
be given by law for that purpose. 

The same object might, perhaps, be accomplished by an exchange of the stock redeemable on the Ist 
of January, 1826, for a five per cent. stock redeemable in 1829 and 1830. But it is believed that better terms 
may be obtained by a loan. A proposal for a loan invites competition from all the moneyed capitalists, 
including the Bank of the United States; whereas an exchange of stock confines the demand for the new 
stock to the holders of the old stock, who constitute not only a small portion of the capitalists, but a 
portion interested in preventing the accomplishment of the exchange. Moreover, the experience of the 
Government during the last two years justifies the preference for a loan. In 1822 a law was passed 
authorizing an exchange of $26,000,000 of the seven per cents and of the six per cents of the years 
1812, 1813, 1814, and 1815, for a five per cent. stock, redeemable in the years 1830, 1831, 1832, and 1833, 
and only $56,704 77 were exchanged; and under the act of the last session, authorizing an exchange of 
$15,000,000 of the six per cents of 1813, only $3,308,307 45 were exchanged. 

Should the suggestion herein offered be adopted, for disposing of the excess of debt redeemable in 
1826 and 1827, the amount of public debt redeemable in each year will be as follows: 

In 1825, $7,654,570 93 of 6 per cents. 

In 1826, 7,002,356 62 of 6 per cents. 

In 1827, 7,001,437 63 of 6 per cents. 

In 1828, 9,490,099 10 of 6 per cents. 

In 1829, 6,000,000 00, proposed to be at 5 per cent. 

In 1830, 6,000,000 00, proposed to be at 5 per cent. 

In 1831, 6,018,901 59, proposed to be at 5 per cent. 

In 1832, 6,018,900 72, of which $1,018,000 72 are at 5 per cent. and $5,000,000 at 44 per cent. 

In 1833, 6,673,055 31, all at 43 per cent., except $18,901 59 at 5 per cent. 

In 1834, 1,654,153 73, at 43 per cent. 

In 1835, 4,735,296 30, at 5 per cent. 

This includes all the public debt of the United States, except $7,000,000 of five per cent. stock, 
subscribed to the capital of the Bank of the United States, and $13,296,231 45 of three per cents, both 
of which are payable at the pleasure of the Government. As, under the foregoing view of the debt, all 
that will be redeemable after the year 1828 will be at an interest of five per cent. or less, and as the five 
per cent. stock subscribed to the bank is reimbursable in such portions as the Government may please, 
any surpluses which may remain in 1829 and subsequent years, after discharging the debt redeemable 
and proposed to be made redeemable in those years, may be applied to the payment of that stock; or if it 
be deemed advisable to reserve any such surpluses for other objects, there is no doubt that a sum 
sufficient to pay off that stock may be obtained at 43 per cent., or even at a lower rate of interest, reim- 
bursable in 1834, in which year, it will be perceived, only a small sum is redeemable. 

According to this exhibition of the subject, reckoning the principal and interest of the public debt 
until its extinction at about $111,000,000, independent of the stock subscribed to the bank, which may 
always be considered as offset by the Government shares in the bank, it will be perceived that, by 
allowing $10,000,000 annually, with an additional million in the first year, the whole of the public debt of 
the United States will be extinguished by the end of the year 1835. 

In speaking of the public debt, it may be proper to notice the reduction that has been effected during 
the last eight years, both in the amount of principal and rate of interest. On the Ist of January, 1817, 
the whole debt of the United States was $123,491,965 16, of which $115,257,805 48 were funded, bearing 
an average interest of 5.563 per cent. per annum. On the Ist of January next the whole debt will be 
$86,045,003 18, bearing an average interest of 5.23} per cent. per annum; which shows a reduction of 
$37,446,961 98 of principal, and of 0.331 per cent. in the average rate of interest. 

It is also deemed proper to state that the loan of $5,000,000 for the payment of the awards under the 
Florida treaty, and the loan of $5,000,000 for paying the six per cent. stocks of 1812, both of which were 
authorized at the last session of Congress at 44 per cent., have been taken by the Bank of the United 
States at par. The means of discharging the awards under the Florida treaty were required so soon 
after the authority was given to make the loan as not to leave time sufficient for receiving proposals 
from a distance, and the offer of the bank for the whole loan at par was accepted. For the subsequent 
loan various proposals were received, amounting in the whole, independently of that of the bank, to 
$2,554,586 37, at rates varying between par and 44 per cent. premium, and forming an average premium 
of 0.974 per cent. on the whole amount offered, as appears by statement M, herewith transmitted. The 
proposal of the bank was for the whole sum at par. Although the individual offers are apparently more 
favorable than that of the bank, yet taking into consideration that the Government is the proprietor of 
one-fifth of the capital of the bank, and that a portion of the means of the bank, equal to the amount of 
the loan, would otherwise have been unemployed, the offer of the bank at par was decidedly the most 
advantageous to the Government, being, as is explained in statement N, equal to an individual offer of 
47 per cent. premium. . 

That during the progress of the redemption of the public debt a considerable amount may be applied, 
by a judicious management of the public revenue, to other than the ordinary objects of expenditure, is 
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apparent, as well from a retrospect of what has been done in the last eight years, as by a comparison 
between the probable receipts and expenditures in subsequent years. 


For the eight years commencing on the Ist of January, 1817, the total means of the 
Treasury, including a balance on hand on that day of $22,053,519 19, and the sum 


























of $16,336,747 34 since derived from loans, may be SLE LAT 2) O10 Ce), ae ee $210,275,899 11 
And the total expenditure at... . 2.2... secs cee ccc ce wees ewe cccseccnencenscencees 205,769,230 20 
Of this amount, nearly one-half will have been applied to the payment of the principal . 

NE OE Oe II ROE, WER ohio ks skin eNSecadenneeb eevee ese esos 101,365,900 67 
To the payment of claims under the Florida treaty................eeeeceeeeeee eens 4,891,368 56 
To the pensioners of the NN ai ee eee a ei ae Wie ee cibeele h ei 9,400,000 00 
EEL OLE OL OE EOE EE LE Ce PP Ee Le Per ne 4,200,000 00 
ee SA er ee ee eee er re See 6,000,000 00 
And to the payment of demands arising out of the late war, not less than............ 4,500,000 00 


Leaving for all other objects of expenditure, including the civil list, intercourse with 
foreign nations, Army and Navy, pensions, arming the militia, building of light- 








houses, extinction of Indian titles, and surveying of public lands, &c., &c., &.... 75,400,000 00 
Which sum, divided among the eight years, is (per annum) about ...............66. 9,425,000 00 











It will be perceived that, excluding the loans, the annual average receipts in those years may be 
estimated at $21,700,000; and, upon the data already shown, the annual revenue in subsequent years 
may also be estimated at $21,500,000. Should no important change be made in the existing national 
establishments, the ordinary annual expenditures, exclusive of what may be required for the erection of 
fortifications and the increase of the Navy, may be estimated at about $18,500,000. Thus, after providing 
for the annual demands for the payment of the principal and interest of the public debt and for all the 
ordinary expenses of the Government, there will remain for the next eleven years an annual surplus of 
about $3,000,000, which, after the extinction of the debt in the year 1835, will receive an annual addition 
of the $10,000,000 now appropriated to the public debt; which surpluses may be applied to such objects, 
conducive to the common defence and general welfare of the nation, as may be within the constitutional 
powers of Congress, and as they, in their wisdom, may deem proper. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 


Treasury Department, December 31, 1824. 





A. 


A statement exhibiting the amount of-duties which accrued on merchandise, tonnage, passports, and clearances; 
of debentures issued on the exportation of foreign merchandise; of payments for drawback on domestic 
refined sugars and domestic distilled spirits, exported ; of bounties and allowances on salted fish, and 
to vessels employed in the fisheries; of expenses of collection, and of payments made into the Treasury 
during the year ending on the 31st day of December, 1823. 


Duties on-— 

eee GUL Rai Gy oe Fee RNR od 6s eR aS ee EEN E ANNE EOS $22,376,752 25 

ee os a ew eho eae kw ENS RMD RED ORIEL EE MO Rw) 88,896 10 

a5 aca wa Sop pin 6 WS WAS dd GETS EEE DEON RO BESS ® 12,576 00 
etn hi Oi are ee esa dk be O62 we Was o 8o-4hOS ENS SED ERSRORSO@ 4,552,665 70 
Drawback on domestic refined sugar and domestic spirits ............ 0... cece ee ee eens 5,799 28 
ha aa SS ys Sie ial a Se de 0 ul ad agg eb ae aa wR Sad eR 187,644 58 
Ne ea ee ec Uh GA ASN EASED EWR EM RERS WER ASR ER TEOMA 17,732,114 79 
RE Tk Piss One ea ARE Foip ean cenwek ehOOeA LESNAR REGS 723,543 99 
ie kek 0 kG 4 Cv N KS Abies WA ees oo 4 RKOS KREDANS DOR ORR CROSS 17,008,570 80 


19,088,433 44 


ere ere ee eer eee eee eee eee eeerereeeeseersn ees eeeeeseeeesoe 
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B. 


A statement exhibiting the value and quantities, respectively, of merchandise on which duties actually accrued 
during the year 1823, (consisting of the difference between articles paying duty imported and those entitled 
to drawbacks re-exrported ;) and also of the net revenue which accrued that year from duties on merchan- 
dise, tonnage, passports, and clearances. 


MERCHANDISE PAYING DUTIES AD VALOREM. 











re ee ee er re $69,845 32 
ee ee nies iets ets Kew bnew ee besenwdeswenses 2,090,055 45 
ee No oss 6 LKR EASERED EK UW Ks ene wr dedew seeder 1,224,053 80 
EN ass ne Se sO NG A daw eke Se eR dE Kaw ewes 3,866,985 25 
ee OT ee eee eee 493,683 00 
eg ree Be UIE oo ks fein oes 50s veewe eee sseesnedena ses 7,744,622 82 
See $7,744,622 82 





SPECIFIC DUTIES. 


i are 1,730,105 gallons, average 22.8 ............cccee 394,416 25 
9, Spirits........ 3,702,152 gallons, average 44.7...........c0000e 1,655,326 43 

Molasses...... 13,284,451 gallons, average 5.0...............06- 664,222 55 
= errereen 6,796,364 pounds PE ask PeRnaAeaweee’s 2,105,956 63 

COM os ceess 18,603,330 pounds pat LO TEC Eee 930,166 50 
i 43,309,475 pounds Se er Cn ee 1,311,004 79 
|” ee 4,449,740 bushels tet En Be 889,948 00 
ee eee che hie k ewe cee eksus ae SN OUR eedaa Rea e Kees 1,813,750 90 





9,764,792 05 





17,509,414 87 
From which deduct— 
Duties refunded after deducting therefrom duties on merchandise, the particulars of which 
could not be ascertained, and difference of calculation..................00000200eee 57,011 09 





17,452,408 78 
































Add 23 per cent. retained on drawback... .............ccccccecccscces 126,359 15 
Extra duty on merchandise imported in foreign vessels................ 25,915 44 
Discriminating duty on French vessels................ceccceceeeeecs 7,183 58 
ie Rh ais x ko Wild Viera Kine vid ab WERE GMA Ok 20,865 18 
a Neh oni cee thes ok gies hkks aiekaheet eeee ees 3,714 86 
184,038 19 
Duties on merchandise................. uaa Mate ee a SNS RSS Re 17,636,441 97 
ET eee Tee eee TEE Ee eT OTe, TOT TT Terre ree 71,857 94 
EET re See a eee ee ee ee ee ee eee 17,038 16 
CTE EOE TTT OCCT TR ET OTC C TCT Tee 12,576 00 
101,472 10 
17,737,914 OT 
Deduct drawback on domestic refined sugar exported ................. 2,281 68 
Deduct drawback on domestic distilled spirits exported................ 3,517 60 
5,799 28 
ea ieire aah ua tine ced wee DRONES SNEAKERS ROMEO 17,732,114 79 
NP Ns ec ay ay SS HK Wd WERE OOS AKER SER SES RRRSRES 723,543 99 
re I Bias 6.5 onan end os eine da dnds d05s ed ee de wanes 17,008,570 80 
C. 


A statement exhibiting the amount of American and foreign tonnage employed in the foreign trade of the 
United States during the year ending on the 31st day of December, 1823. 


Tons. 


American tonnage in foreign trade...... iiivdiewdxins Sete bed owed sued seavedeiedbineiae 1,490,332 
AWE ac ccnekPiWhhbene skew inaieeuaikserseenne’ 118,691 
Total tonnage employed in the foreign trade of the United States.................4. 1,609,023 


_ Proportion of foreign tonnage to the whole amount of tonnage employed in the foreign trade of the 
United States, 7.3 to 100. 


} 
| 
| 
| 
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENTS AND NOTES. 
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Articles 


1. WINES. 

| 
TURDOUR icapeestechsssess nhens jcap ene Skbeee (eeneehaeeeansesn peebpasb eran eaiokrs oe se RHONS cess 68, 207 
Soave sewalOisaceenel 4,058 


Burgundy, &c....... cee coccccesccccccccce ecccccscces ccc ccccccccscce sees cece 
9,252 


35,471 
185, 111 
| 70,795 

1,357,211 


1,730, 105 


Sherry and St. Lucar........+.. 00000 os6sicece ceccceneces 
MMOs sen sees 


ee eee emcee seer reseeese 


Lisbon, Oporto, &C ... cece cece ee ceeeeeceeeeeeeres 
Teneriffe, Fayal, &c.... 


Claret, in DOtteS.....ccceececesseceeveceverees 


PRED CIDOB in 0 ns 654000100 000000 0004000004000 000000000 


2. SPIRITS. 


Grain, first proof......... SaRSSs SRK neue SESS ae ORUMUNBscs5S5! 196, 138 


SEONG SINT. bres bnscubecesusesseashnnsssanon ens isnessanbiw'sesucen een eesonsaveeOOenas se 32, 928 
third proof........020005 0006 cbShen eh nese nebboe ere nee Sebo bioS be Sabusseacsavclosetinen eas 40,230 
SOUT NDOT oon onese's enh secensans008 0008 nnsenceeee gisGiiaabakaretawncansietedecshan 15, 955 
So Sere Shebee RE ShESELEREA DOES As enSb bse deosnaewseeEbae ens eebuseasDeyawehae 548 
Other, first and second proof .....0 scereeseccccccscvecssces coves SS ee 431, 876 
third proof ..cccccrccccccccceseccececocses pbpebbeneeraeaew cheb ehiscse eens ry eee . 1, 112, 062 
fourth proof....... 2 00ce cccneesccccccscce ccccccccccces 0 ccccvccccccceccs 00280 tees 1,870,470 
PRIN cc cook ehbs bes ebereece esse seen seoees SSEUbEESeneSspabaweessivnbemcueeseeUOs oss eeas) 1,315 
UP EMO Deis sich bennnaebcannents ccapebestne Scebahecinubes abe se veeteeereee eee dOveseeees| 630 





3, 702, 152 


3. TEAS. | 


EE AC ON, 585, 864 
| 1,593,114 
1,967, 866 
Ebb ebE bob eeaepsab Ge heosskursend pesnes sdeekenasaeassssaeseUOsbsscnent 2, 384, 142 


| = £or 
| 265, 525 


SUVAOR BEN ..nssnnvccscce sens 
Hyson and young hyson..... 


PAUOTIR .. oscnneccnnnncescniccvsecs esses ovee 


6,796,511 
256 


| 
| 
| 
! 


Deduct exported SOUCHON. «00:0:0\00000000500000000800000s0censccscsceee seccecsecescccseOecsceses| 


6,796, 255 


Add extra duty on teas imported from other places than NR ssnckasicininncsnescrdenteenuesvetes sovenso oper nastiest ietaates onsen] 





| 6, 796,255 
| 








———————— 


4. SUGAR. | 
42, 137,421 
1,172,054 


| 43,309, 475 


BBPOWR 2 60000000 vccccecceccecssccsccces sub a SobEsWaanee esa OUD EBs es es 


eererensese 


ca 
| 
| 


White clayed..... ce... 





seven geen 5435, 449 


47, 486 
938, 223 


eeeseenee See meee ee meee ease erereeseees 


Imported, bushels. ........seeeeeeeees 


Peer eeee esses eees COR meee eee ee anes aeeeeeereees 


Exported, bushels........... bebe seem 
Bounties and allowances, reduced into bushels, at 20 Cents.......eeeeeeeee os ccccccos ee 
we 985, 709 


4, 449, 740 





6. ALL OTHER ARTICLES. 
28, 582 
31,387 
| 1,533 
| 3, 729 
99, 733 
12, 196 
24, 948 
1,115 
5,651 
787, 586 
2, 086 


Duck, Russia.....0ceccccsveees 
RAVENS, 0 o.0.0.0.000.0000 0000000000000000 00000000 0000000000 5000 00000000 cccsccccceccesAOeees cove 
PEIIAED 6 cwenindsuneo nesses buss sehen 6655565050 5500p0ss0wn seo sinnene sons ees es erM Osea see's 
Sheetings, brown Russia.......ccceccsecscccecccecccecccecscesessssccescsescsssesssesssdOsees cece 
WHItC..c .cccccccccccceccesvcccesccccescees 

Beer, ale, and porter, in bottles..scseccccceccssccceccescscecscees sossecssscesescees BallONSsseees 
In CASKS.. .cccccccccccceccccccccccsc cece ccvccscesccscccvccccesceeeUOvecccces| 

Oil, SPErMACeti .......eerececcccceccccceccccsccesccseccscssscccsscvcseescseseccs sess sdOeeesvece! 
Whale, and Other fish ......ccsecccceccescccesccccesccsccscccsscsesesssceessces ses sdOsses voce! 
Olive, iN CASKS......ccccccccccccccccvccccccesenccscecscssscscssscssessccsscessvessdUseee secs 
SURO 5c poses wbck beech Keb hob eg he 6s9a0 dO 606 b5 002000600 50006 2 wenn se sen es eneesPOMMEB esas s 
SRNR. ok s bvnbbonscbsbeniebdvns Seusss osenn ended 0s sess 0nbessicene snows eswen eae s elses sean 


jiaudspeisidoiebchvhak Gheeebhonemieseiaal 1,157 


840 


Sugar Candy.....ccccccercseccsecsseccssecsevssece 


Soe ekki aS ach GAGS ES PRESERB AS AOR OEbS sd 0dENS ESN Ee SOE SSNS SA eeuls dene SShHUN eS ees 


393, 044 
152, 476 
156, 839 
485, 908 
1,290, 225 
1,256,947 


Other refined ...seseeececececesscceseveccesees 
Fruits, Almonds, .....ssccscecccccecccvcccccccvcscccssssccssescsscscscessseeseess sess elses veces 
Co | EET TTT aT TTT Ti hn eee 
prunes And PlUMS.......0..cceecccceccccecccccceccccsescrssevasscsssessss esses UOseeeeees 


bE bch SHSWASRESS RELESE ONO EADKOASARDE ESS ss SES EEA CEASE UENO S ene RaMaNe sb sie% 


FBS. .ccscccsocece 





TAISINS, jAT, KC. ..0.cccccccccccccccccccccscccccscscevccsssecccsscsesccsssssseesedOeerevees 


NOT onson ko essnns esse scueeeeece ee aes eew sepeseuenssebe 

















| 


| 


eeeeeee 


Peewee eeeees 


45 


42 
48 
57 


70 


Sere ees eeeees 


56 


feces eeseeseses| 


eee errr sees 


leeee rere vesees 


250 


250 


wm ww 
a oN 


iM) 


Duties, 


| $58,207 00 
4,058 09 
| 5,551 20 
| 17,735 50 
| 74,044 40 
| 21,238 50 
203,581 65 





394, 416 25 


$82,377 96 
14,817 60 
19,310 40 

8,296 60 

328 80 

164,112 88 

467,066 04 

897,825 60 

749 55 

441 00 

|—---———_ —__ 


1,655,326 43 


| 
| 


i 
| 


| 
| 
| 


| $70,303 68 
398,278 50 
| 551,002 48 
953,656 80 
132, 762 50 





2, 106,003 96 
87 04 
2,105,916 92 

39 71 





2, 105,956 63 
{ $1,264, 122 63 
46, 882 16 


1,311,004 79 


$1,087,089 80 


197,141 80 


| 889,948 00 





—— 


$57, 164 00 
39,233 75 
3,832 50 
5,966 40 
1,352 50 
14,959 95 
1,219 60 
6,237 00 

| 167 25 
| 1,412 7 
| 15,751 7 
62 5 


| 138 84 
| 
| 


. 


wm or 


a 


100 80 

57 40 

11,791 32 

4,574 28 

4,705 17 
14,577 24 
| 38, 706 75 
| 25,138 94 
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ee 
EXPLANATORY STATEMENTS AND NOTES—Continued. 
Articles. | Quantities. | Rate of duty. Duties. 
— aes ae 
Candles, WAX OF SPEFMACEHI oe reese seeeeeeeeeeeceeeeeecereeees cet eccccccccees eccccccce pounds...... | 2,502 | 6 | $150 12 
Cheest.ssecscecececececscceecesecseeeven sees eeseeeeeneeee cess eenees mamieateeracinenercs Milciccacces | 66,122 | 9 | 5,950 98 
Soap .sseeeee TSE DED DAOC DOC OOOO APOC anc rOC eT TOC Oo rmmrrce unieeesieane dOiecscces| 281,044 3 | 8,431 32 
Spices, MACE. + see ee eres eeeeeeeeceeees Rieiniscele visicisisiciy aaeipeninivieia belabeseeclegnana eislavacee viele WOciccwces 3, 399 100 3,399 00 
NULMEZS... vee cece ec ces ce ceesceceeseees secccecees ee cececees eee cece cece eeeessdOeeee cece) 34,865 60 | 20,919 00 
AINiAIMON Ts soe ea eeeceaeauewnes area ees leech tii baka 0.  tte ARR tL ‘i 11,834 | 5 | 2,958 50 
PERU ES eee S aaa ors SSE Tein Stoo enle aa ons WIE a Dintelbia wlslolesalealolese es aaileaas SAO csces 93,936 25 | 23,484 00 
PTE srsnse cages dipasasanne hic dae ncanakciveaeexekeies heii shade ee 1,629,330 a | 130,346 40 
PIMENtO. s.ee eee aisle slaoinisis wis win sinere<ipieie eels oie ose Aun aininceesieeleivieneeseesicee svete seecEOsccccces 507, 773 | 6 30, 466 38 
GBEMA vas Go susiuitansievec sects sinte'seeiees none eaaseaeneis placlauibeleuueeseeeseeceOeecssces 277,555 | 6 16,653 30 
Tobacco, manufactured, other than snuff and Cigars ....+eceeeeeesesceeeeeceeeveceenee 2eO Oe cae cae 7,085 | 10 708 50 
Snuff. ....- LR Oe Sean ere none: BACAR Pere Colt haa ticle ee eee dds Seeks 250 | 12 30 00 
[ndigo...csesceceececeecccceccoescaceencesscseessessncessscsnsenessecessseseres esses lOeeee cere 321,748 | 15 48, 262 20 


Cotton. ..scceeccceevecs ee ee ee ieaiiea se mebowoewees eameisewaeense ev eledesceROee sees 138, 116 } 3 4,143 48 
Gunpowder .....eeeeeeee id deeb elersiia loins laielaleinGe dlalaicieincsl v aigovsisisacie elgisin(e spe see nee Rate iccaOlecemanes 27, 126 2,170 08 
98, 158 2,944 74 


Bristles cscs cece cece cceeeeceec cece cence cee eeessseresasesesesereseees ees pis ceenume’ GOccc caer 








8 

3 
Glue ..eeeee Pads aWesuwoussey j-oeibeGe opines e $0.60 0106.0 4419606 Oe ccc cece cece sielewisistelacw sce Osisicin news 95, 323 5 4,766 15 
Paints, OCHrE, Arye cecseecccecceececccececceccecccesscecees aulnsialb vise SoieeleceniscemecactuUmteeccees 1, 503, 320 1 15,033 20 
in oil..... oeeeeces Saw alghere'eisiasialseiee d/o REVS eSeSONelecoecian bene cewaee wavee@tenesante 18, 823 1} 282 34 
white and red lead. ..cceeceeece cece cceecs eee anes cees ence cecceccccese cess eeeedOvees cece 3,514, 412 3 105, 432 36 
whiting and Paris White........eceeeeeeeeees 06 cc ccrcccecere 0 te0e cescccccccccce Ac ccccicins 507, 821 1 5,078 21 
Lead, pig, bar, and sheet......cccccccscsssccscccsessesccccceses secre Reecussess eee AOae  oices 930,055 | 1 9,300 55 
"THI Ba eOEEOOGE IO HO CORT CU COE COR DREUAC COOL CO CECUCUE Cen Onn COURICCECOE DOCOESCEROed ) unceeccer 814,501 | 2 16,290 02 
Cordage, tarred and cables......... Soececeedescee cecnsecce sceeee deecawies sacesiseesawecOOpecccees 94,123 | 3 2,823 69 
untarred and yarn...csceeceeseeeees Siaaiets 5 aieeieaie jrwiarerdncpis eisieicin dre sleisien'ee arclatecceneliec pscateicc 283, 361 4 | 11,334 44 
twine, packthread, and seine ..... 0... eeeeeeenes Siaiaioibiere eieis eisisiaieis eiainre/alaiciovabicieie sUl le visierse'es 361,567 4 14, 462 68 
Copper, rods and bolts....... a cccee cede cccceeseoescccccescccccces ccease secees sisiSaisioteielec UO cesses 27, 286 4 1,091 44 
nails and spikes......... sioiainialarviaiew rere Soria sieise Neaisaasmeaes Riaeninlececeer sviec Ose weisieos 10,649 4 425 96 
Wire. iron, and steel, not aAove NO. 18,. cc. cceeee eee eeee eee eeeeeee scenes eeeeceeseeseesdO see cees 450,562 | a 22,528 10, 
above No. 18....... ee an alia ae aia gai oC a3) 244,050 9 | 21,964 50 
Tacks, brads, and sprigs, not above 16 OUNCES. .....e cess cece cree cecececceecceceeeccees per Mosse. 23,204 5 | 1,160 20 
above 16 OUNCES.....ceccescceee sees cess ee mer en 625 4 | 25 00 
Ten, NAMLS.. 00.2 0c. coccccscccccccececcccccccsevcccesoecsescsses oc eccccccccccceeccs pounds...... 499, 537 4 19,981 48 
SPiK€S...eeeeee isinis74 61s sieieie 61did Sle/s ois:elaie\éie 0isis o10.6101 elvis eie'sis\e solelveisisie eslgsinvceseieseeioncedOneccecise 54, 969 3 1,649 07 
ANCHOLS 2 wisieeise.sisee Sialeaisisicisteis aie isle eeisse a) oiere 6.0.66 Sieisisialsle(alsis e.cleiselwee's walacieielemise oes Anesiesiees 133, 444 2 2,668 88 


50 24,922 50 
COMIN BOicie og sides sic ciesaGsiereisseisesecisnse eens. sei6 eisieieidlsine disease seesicins coe eecissioalO vances 18, 676 75 14,007 00 

bar, rolled ....... ueueeenee Endesunexaemeee Saietatecewse seubinnce's eis arate Stevan eeseOOviccclouss 73, 369 150 110,053 50 
Hammered ....ccecccccccccccccccccccecs Siaiciare le ceielaielelsia wicis.nie silanes we eulelccsioaGlessineete 692, 437 75 519, 327 75 

sheet, rod, ANd HOOP .....eeseececceseeeers ECAR OCOCOUOCE mGacicicns. NOHOOEE: EEC Os cecceas 35, 837 250 89,592 50 
imelisisivcacc va cismssies saisee sion ciinsceslecivusiee sices cies cncweicorsls ciewievsaeecesicsess Meare Ot ecsees 18,570 100 18,570 00 
Henp......- Solaire We'nissieio'e abwececces Raerine seteisieais Penmincucaaescecaseslieceeucs caeteoaceelilenagscens 65, 826 150 98,739 00 
PATI sia'ea isin cinscieinieie'sisin se t:ssigs. 0 sisle'eaicvecleosewis.vioee Sule ciaislaw feidie sie eubegelsaseccleceiresemesAOeececeus 1,130 200 2,260 00 
MODEM Biss sccicaee Ueawns cs esinactccebWeseccaseesccacsinese ieee seeccecceseves neetanis ielGvecs eens 12, 838 100 12,838 00 


Ra swsciuenies pisiarelevsis siaieiewwie sielerniaia Seeaucveseasteeeecssewes. Seiccsleenanaanisiaawstesice CWl..cccees 49, 845 





Os crvees setae ener re CRORE rere nD ener err e Tere Sintec iiic 719,021 | 5 35,951 05 
Fish, dried or smoked...... Siaialnra(e's\viele)sista.e ole ecalestiels'eiase1s siascie's S010 Siaeeicoeisticlenesieoce es cM UNNUUMe. ccc. 2, 057 100 2,057 00 
pickled, salmon .....eseeeeees gieWaewewdeene<eebue Seow base.o5es sccbbe bbseee Sauces ONacesns 2,645 | 200 5,290 00 
IE caiccawirninlntcmndiiiiiniinemana inate 97 | 150 145 50 

all other ...... Walelwaia saaiara civiaisiaenle sels clereleiaie wisi sisi igaisevieeloeeelenswencssOpece ccs 288 100 288 00 

Glass, bottles, black, qUart........cceeeccceeceecceceeeees Balslenebaiane cece caccleee cost mlOBtne vipcta 11,761 144 16,935 84 
Window, not above 8 by 10.......cceeeeecceecececceeccecescecs seceeeeeeeee LOU square feet. 2,516 250 6,290 00 

Not Above 10 by 12...ccccescccsccccseccccvccccsccccccecs Riiaisisuihain new ecG Magaetsice 1,174 275 3, 228 50 





325 11,696 75 
150 168 00 
30 492 30 
25 734 75 
250 36,547 50 
252 30 


above 10 by 12.....seseeeeeeees ccc ccccccccccoececs se eecees cocccc cere redOeeccvees 3,599 
112 


Shoes, silk......cccece RETR SIRe pws webCOD siceiacemesieueansicesiee sions saan ewaviseeanee cascade nacenss 1,641 


leather...... Bie isteia Gieisis sar eiovciamica ron cate ein eis wise nea elaine ein ds @euewe veeresscoseecenssOlcnccenas 2, 939 
CigAES issue seisdwies anne auewes Seeder aes ecleaces NORE CCCC OCP CEP OIE ORI LUICOCC OC! ECON 14,619 


Playing cards....... Ieee aii ais tice Ra eotre a aina am nis eulsioceemeemeleissieneul gidebicsasaccPROkS cece 841 


| 1,814,854 95 


A se rnemensnesnnesteipsesieisbistmseeentes 


Deduct excess of exportation over importation, viz : 
Candles, tallow, at 3 cents, 34,302....cs.eeesscccccccssccoreccecccccccecccescess cee $1,029 06 
Tallow, at 1 cent, 5,304.....cccsscccccccccccccscccccccesscvcscceesccescccceccscccecs 53 04 


Shoes, children’s, at 15 cents, 145....ccccceccccccevccccceececceceesensesessseeesees 21 75 
sitelbaiiaipas 1,103 85 


1,813, 750 90 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 





TREAsURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, January 1, 1825. 








NANCE. 





D. 


Statement of lands sold and of moneys received on account of public lands during the year 1823. 



































AMOUNT RECEIVED. | EXPENSES. s 
ft = | ae : | q 
OFFICES. = © Bs 2 : Ss S | & 2 3 
. | @e ee = | « & 
Ss | S83 | 8g) 8s | gf 2 
= 2 & e” 3a = | & = 
i = . S282 E | 3 > 
= | os o = | an Fa 
“icres. | | 
STEERS eee ee Re ey Pe 1,589.48 | $1,986 88 $1,369 22 $3,336 10 | Moga eekeSviacinescs $1,553 00 
Zanesville... cccscccccesecscscssscccsvcescses 11,012.46 13,765 63 9.441 46 23,207 09 1,537 61 87 16 21,507 93 
Riiretemyallsciwssoesaconswaaseenunceosbsbacks 17,143.56 | 21,429 45 4.944 23 26,373 68 [BIS OF |oskecccsawesns 24,149 48 
CHilicothe.. ..ccscccccccccccccccvcccvvcscesececs 7,394.05 | 9,242 49 3,964 61 13.207 10 1,429 86 179 52 11,593 73 
Cincinnati .. ....2..cccccccccsccvccccsovcecose 4,389.84 5,487 30 16,572 71 | 22,060 O01 aad fee lvcssueseaswess 22, 0x6 04 
WOOStEr. ..ccccccccccccccccccsscvccccccccscces 19,031.11 | 23,788 88 8,522 58 | 32,311 46 IGSTO SD | acosievss cesaine 30,396 34 
PiqQuad...ccccccccccccccccscccccccccccccccsccecs 4,011.90 | O14 DO |occceccecccccs 5,014 90 1,317 52 |..06.cccvccees 20,564 02 
DPOIAWATO 5 once ssnecneseenecssenen eis ssennss 60, 162 92 | 755203 65 |ecscccesccesce| 75,203 65 2,489 34 | 400 00 71,247 62 
PerereiNalle..csccnsccncabsiaatsscersenssasss| 5,244.44 6,555 53 «10,766. 51 | 17,322 04 | JEODIAIG: | ccautaewceoss 47,984 17 
Vincennes........ popeahnsesbsoesk wees wrasenee 10,725.79 | 13, 422 08 | 13,055 79 26,477 87 1,888 18 |. .cccccccscees 7,183 01 
Bp IRGARE Dene Geek RoE Seno one kkED ones abanesonts | 86,619.48 | 108,274 51 |........ er 108,274 51 3,720 07 20000 = 92, 399 a 
re WRMEESIE coe a. paiesssenss oes eeheereaense 58,722.40 | 73,403 15 |...ccseseveees| 73,403 15 2,815 44 |..... bai acer 74,690 27 
Eire aN AaPssce oshee sen oobnaen see BS til 3,734.58 | D502 90D | ss cciwcskeeanss 9,502 00 ESAS BO Il. accaramawseno ecsacveotee. 
Kaskaskia ......cccccccccccccccsccccccessccecs 793.00 | 1,136 25 1,584 05 2,720 30 15950104 | 60555 c00i00seic 8,548 39 
SHAWNCCHlOWN 2... cevccccccscccccsccvcceccecss 1,253.63 1,567 05 1,736 17 3, 303 22 1,481 37 |..ccccccccccce 1,750 18 
Edwardsville ......ccccscscsescees seen eeee eens! 11,223.99 | 14,008 19 | 1,515 23 15,523 42 BF 009 OM: |sasesess ences 12, 321 77 
RS sit rsiccravccsasssninsnsrnnessoaee | 610.00 | RTD livicasissonane 800 00 SEEN asusinenavsnad vidansoneines 
PRIEMIRE cs owsnnaoswcn sevhnbeha sheesh ssn 7,903.87 | 9,680 SE |. .ccccivcvcccee 9,880 58 | 1,737 69 |. .ccccceccceee 24,980 00 
Sangamon ......e.+eeeeees ceccercccccccecccses | 38, 720.28 | BB.405 14 |ossscssccusewe 48,405 14 1,123 52 |..cccccecccees (tee eeeeeeees 
WSDiieL ue boca ceees ace sess sandeneeee- aeons 30,173.34 | 37,717 23 149 91 37,867 14 | AODIAT. \occossasaccees 38,797 95 
MON roe ....ccvecccccccccs cove vecececcesvcscees 3,844.43 | 4,895 48 |..cccccccceces 4,895 48 | GBB 22 | .ccccceesceces|ecccccscccces 
RE ENIGLy one basnenkenrccbassacasesecoe esses 31,337.20 39,174 19 5,829 08 45,003 27 | 3,564 19 | 725 48 37,188 50 
SuMRIS eC cLEL ob sb sahesdibsodseukisehesaceaees ss 45,964.20 | 61,315 70 7,655 71 68,971 41 | 2,649 47 ..... Saswee eer 18,112 64 
SPADE MMPANICAUs ucacnworesesavmscecnserseless)s 3,657.17 ASAGINAS +} 3500 eclouase's 4,471 45 | DS TNSIGRY vecaiaiisresiese 16 00 
Batesville...cccccccccccccccssccccccccccsscccees 1,479.12 1,848 89 |....ccccccces. 1,848 89 | 1,067 42 | ncccccccccess 23,529 59 
Little Rock..... SEER Gehaeebassereesbosenaeees 802.44 LEDS GO llewcn ies eacanie 1,003 85 | ASOT FS teinsie oic)s'0 eases | aie 4is'ae ee secele 
OUDCHIIA . 0.060.0.0:00:000.0:000000:000000 000008000006 720.14 | DOO 1G |. .csincwenecesie | 900 18 | 1,013 GO | onc. cccc cccceslecccscsccese . 
DPElOUSAS « ...0.000500 000000 5000002008 cocccceees 156.71 195 89 396 27 592 16 1,011 84 |... 0000. pais lawilsowa lenin 
New Orleans ....0.0:ccccccccccccccccccscccecs 348.82 | 492 25 |sosseseses sees 432 25 LC UGd IS \sicasiebe a ecwes's 16,380 11 
St. Helena Court-House.......sccccccccccccssciscsccces 07% iia Say Nie ata iia sh ee ntlon Eabcne 1B000 OO | ics0sec8 ccccccloccccccvccece 
Washington ......cccccccccecccsccccscccccsccece 4,175.26 | 5,211 52 2,472 00 7,683 52 4,821 79 | 45 40 | 5,714 14 
a ARMIN is cnsiecdednnses dice ssselodasicssns Os (PR cbscapestotoanstoupanareneds BON Ses ccicsveiasus | 5,375 00 
Choctaw District.......ccescccccsccscccccccces 26, 840.98 | Bos HOO WS levee esss osende 35, 366 03 2,032 80 ccaSepiatnicds | 2, 868 22 
SES TORRONE INAS. one 000s 0000000000000 0000500000 77,298.66 | 118,842 17 870 25 119,712 42 4,482 99 83 18 100,260 87 
Huntsville ......00000000000 8008 pewesbabons aveee 10, 910.26 | 13,637 75 4,893 24 | 18,530 99 1,956 68 | 100 65 48, 340 10 
CRUE. occ 'n0s0 sens enone e020 06 bes 00000400 | 15, 082.55 | 19,071 22 52,684 07 | 71,755 29 3,308 88 | 1107 | 92,267 10 
TUSCAIOOSR 2.0.0.0 000 cccccccccecccecccecses esos 23,797.10 } 29,731 69 |...0 000 eoccees 29,731 69 1,262 08 | 400 74 54,717 72 
SAIN, obese wweresecncscbons ss > $2006 5006 0000s 26, 414.36 | Doymet AD |cescicscscevess 33,447 11 | BiOID OD none sdanignesea| sesesnciuens 
| 
| pe | 
| 653,319.52 | 850, 336 25 148, 423 09 998,559 335 | 71,812 87 | 2,153 20, 916,523 10 
Total amount of moneys received in 1823 .....cccscccccceccccscececs paisnacees 96 aio ie\e Saisie'e'e cbewesuapee $998,559 35 
Incidental expenses, including salaries and commissions......... wove cece ccccccccce cocccece gil. 812 87 
Repayments made to individuals.........seccccecccceees LEPS ER USSU SaeNOONeEGuebehuneene es 2,153 20 
—s 73,966 07 
Net proceeds of public lands in 1823.......... Sines isis ve win wisioew Slee eelbebeweesesiesiog Saebeienes sees 924,593 28 


GEORGE GRAHAM. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, General Land Office, December 20, 1824. 





K. 


Statement of the moneys received into the Treasury from all sources other than customs and public lands 
during the year 1823. 


nn er et NERD WOW Ss diac sc seh dE Oka Sew ASS SS OSES CRS vere $73 96 
Prom arroere of old Givect tax Gf 1106 .....cccsccicccccecincses LARPS CCES KER ROA 108 00 
From arrears of new internal revenuc..............eeeeees er Tere ibapbiaree Se. opie 34,168 21 
Drei BICORES OF OW GINOCE TOK oo occ ccs cine cisco. (okaNi Deh het eoneecyeed 10,229 71 


From dividends on stock in the Bank of the United PE Saxe sd pecexs pouee eae vesees.e. 856,000 00 
is 6 ca ka Gn o> ks SNS SA Kes KWH K 90S Ree We A KOS 4,740 00 
i EEL eT er eee er eer ee eee pain Ska ada iam es 110 69 
From cents coined in the Mint of I 66s ns ewan wie ee oks 498 HAE 12,750 00 


$$$ 


412,180 57 
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1825.] STATE OF THE FINANCES. 161 
Brought forward............ $412,180 57 
From fines, penalties, and forfeitures ..................200. (MESS RA ELMS Kae R sew ees 10 00 
From returned passage money of American seamen .. ......... cece eee ec cece cee cees 30 00 
From moneys received under the act to abolish the United States’ trading establishments. . 37,546 95 
From surplus emoluments of officers of the customs .............. inh cdw AN se eee ake eS 22,492 84 
From moneys previously advanced on account of fourth census.............eeeeceeeees 3,178 84 
From moneys previously advanced on account of military pensions .... ............200- 1,828 84 
From moneys previously advanced on account of prisoners of War...........22.eeee eee 4,683 65 
From balances of advances made to War Department, repaid under the 3d section of act of 
NS oe hae <i RAW anh dO Ok OCRE ESS DSRERG SDK MEERDE Re bO oR dR RS TERS 53,758 03 


535,709 72 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


Treasury Deprartent, Legister’s Office, December 16, 1824. 





¥. 
Statement of the expenditures of the United States for the year 1823. 


CIVIL, MISCELLANEOUS, AND DIPLOMATIC, VIZ: 


Te TEC LOE TET OTETE TEER TEC CCE ECT EET $339,057 22 
I EE er eS ee ee eee Te eT rere Te ee rere 473,668 91 
i a dak beeew awn se Xa eben os K eee a bebe newest 9,600 00 
huis ko S Wes ede e ese cdckstnseeeesered ass ewe 15,216 66 
GCommaemioner of the Public Buildings ........ .ccrcsccccrecssccccecces 1,500 00 
Governments in the Territories of the United States.................00. 29,518 5 
ER ca nee hk Saks we Wee Wdsde Abas Kkehs dae hia S eee RRNSO RSS 190,350 11 
EE eT OT eee eee e Tee eT Te rere eee eee ee 2,328 14 
eee eee eee Trees re eee eee 14,139 12 
PCT TTT REECE TET CTC CETTE CC CT TI 334 59 
Lighthouse Eatabliaiment....... 2.2... ccc cccccccccccccccsssscecoses 207,610 23 
ee SN 9k kW KEN R RA SW KO ss os Knew eee S eee eee innes 135,996 98 
Boundary line between Missouri and Arkansas .... 6... 2c. eee e eee ee eee 2,000 00 
ee ae eee 8,292 95 
Adjustment of land claims in Michigan Territory ...... 0.2... .e0ee0---- 500 00 
i Si III ONS ovir cca e cece cc cencsceneseesecasesaee 5,289 48 
Repairing road from Cumberland to Ohio. ............. cece eee e reece 8,000 00 
Se COE I I Ng 5 ce nsec cs veseesoesesessesccsceds 17,857 84 
Roads and canals within the State of Missouri...............ce0eeeeeee 4,729 14 
i | ne ee 44,761 13 
Pen UNUNS OU WW OUIUO 8 os ke cccccscsccccccesssscasscescues 116,200 00 
Apartments in the City Hall for the Circuit Court of the United States .... 10,000 00 
Monument over the tomb of Elbridge Gerry............cccceeccceeecees 1,000 00 
Peperems OF coaeeee for property Wet... .. 6... vccnsnccssecssccecess 100 00 
Payments of balances due to officers of old internal revenue, &c......... 2,027 67 
Payments of balances due to Collectors of new internal revenue.......... 203 72 
Sm GE UN I SI is gk oes ccvccasracedcccessesisncavcees 2,682 08 
Encouragement of learning within the State of Illinois.................. 5,955 82 
DUEL COUTURE GUTIONIIG oo oss ns oc wins cs ce sew teasscersccnce 331 34 
Purchase of the sixth volume of the Laws of the United States............ 2,200 00 
Rebuilding of the public wharf, and repairing public storehouses, Staten 
a SE MERE EET SEE earner roe rer Tyee te ree eer 13,499 00 
I IO. 5 k'55 ccc vic nena dsssiasccccewecncesnes 1,000 00 
a hs ines sxscinsbesdnn pweendseaeeteaakcee's 64,024 55 
I ko WHA as oN de aN ene ewenNtNNe ee emald 101,328 56 
Contingent expenses of foreign intercourse...........eeee seer ee eee eens 30,584 37 
Missions to the independent nations on American continent.............-- 69,520 00 
Relief and protection of American scamen...........eeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 25,984 28 
i aided 1-56) AACR K DRE SECT PERE TENSES 20,272 93 
Relat iit icing sala a 4 besa eed Kone JuRKRES HS D8 x 508% 12,000 00 
Treaty of Ghent, 4th, 6th, and 7th articles.................0eececeeeeees 13,394 00 
I, Si oe x acd skins seWseeedesendeeessaeeees 10,014 20 
Treaties with Mediterranean Powers..........-.-ceeecceccsesecccccees 9,020 22 





MILITARY DEPARTMENT, VIZ: 


ar tts ein aiiktacimeanebcneuannnaeiandenie 952,944 
ee No isis an cians uate hls ehiesgabiadr Read ale Ws 271,712 
SISOS ERT © SpA A IR ie nis eonnO ne Nene ir te 35,624 


51 
56 
71 





1,260,281 


oe mw 66. 4 Bee 


78 


$1,058,911 65 


671,063 78 


292,118 56 





2,022,093 99 
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162 FINANCE. 
Brought forward............ $1,260,281 78 
eh ces Aa Caw aed STOCK KA dk OA WREEUARRCERRS EOS s ReWeN adie 126,833 41 
Medical and Hospital Department. ...........0.ccccccccsscccesscsesce 18,175 19 
Contingent Oxpemaes. ...... 2... ccescccccccsccescscesecsessensssecees 16,337 11 
ek ok be taSe kk pian KEVAEPEA CEES C NERS dew eR RS 32,872 06 
Quartermaster’s Department. ...........ccccccccccsccsccesesscvescens 262,707 83 
Repairs and contingencies of fortificationS...........0..eeeeceeeceeees 28,123 31 
ee ae Le ba Gk cd DMD AAMT CREST RKOE ES SERRE A eRE RS 102,142 89 
a i a Ge all ie b mali ee pane baa ae 78,343 59 
EEE PETE E ETE E EET TEE CTRL CET CCTRT OTTO e 33,971 93 
Soe ae Leh Sw sid uid 650 CCR OEE MANNED COON beau web 46,500 00 
ee A a ce eas bw kone we ae 81,997 18 
Fort on the right bank of the Mississippl..............cccccccccccesees 15,675 79 
co eee re ere ee Tee CTE ee TT eT ET Tere Tere 23,697 20 
Beery OReay, WORE TIRE ..... occ ns cc ccscevessevecsvenssesonsss 11,187 62 
ioe ob AGREKK RSW RKC RE SD ENE SCONE TER ODA SW EVE E EON 794 56 
eh GIS kas been eds AOE ORE SERED 2,700 00 
eee eat NG Ka DE CESS ODAEREHOD W's SACRE TORO DEERE 44,854 83 
ry eee ere eT re eT 6,841 50 
i ca ia bon as os eke kde s ee Ken Ne heey deh a sae ease Tee 42 24 
EES OE IU Eee TE Te CCE Ce Te ee Te Tee SE eT Le 418 95 
i a a sa nA ED KS Se ROPERS EES CERO 1,796 58 
SERS EET PEL SEO EOE TCT eT Tee TTT OT SC TAT eee Tee 4,495 33 
ESE POT ee OTe OT Ee TCL Te ery 175 23 
Bene Ge CUMIN The MINA... . - oo... cess ececoccensvereanes 207,856 2 
a ee doses deh ebebee oie esses Vaan eae 3,050 17 
Eo ee ee ae ig ik kun Awe babe be wsn die bchuaeS 344,541 TT 
aeons SreOry Gm the Wouter WAlers..... . ..... 0. 6c ewe csc nsccswaes 3,900 00 
ELL eee Te PTET Tee ee Tree eee eee eee eee 9,086 99 
er re i  iipiica cere ee cee see es vessecinsenwees 2,487 74 
SEErnEn OO OONERGE, PUOMMAUIVEIID, cocoa ccc ccsncccccccececvssceeee 152 80 
EE ee reer eT er re er re re ee ee eee 29,178 77 
EE ee re eer ere Tee Perr rer ee 75,000 00 
Road from Plattsburg to Sackett’s Harbor...............ccscceeecceeee 2,150 00 
EPC ETE CSOT ET CECE UTE C CSET ECCS ETT 2,536 90 
EOE ee eee eee ee re eT eee Te ee Tee Te 94,527 82 
ere kk bind oa Reena es eden hoes Meh e SOO RE RAD 30,861 08 
NE IND, Spach apn nb sw b os ceo s cen ed ens soba deals ass 10 00 
EE POET EP CERES TOT ETT TE TEEPE 1,449,097 00 
ee No hd hoes oes sad eaed sn scdecsw sense vieeenes 331,491 48 
Commences OF Indian Department... .. oo. 0.60 ..escocecsscsscccvvese 74,884 28 
Ne ois oO nea wo hax aN kd WSR RENE EN NS RERS 13,765 67 
EE NC eee EEE TP ee TT eee e ee Tee eee ee Te ee 23,560 60 
REPOS SOC CET ee EST ETO REET RECTOR ERTL OT TT Tee 11,475 29 
a5 oid wikia bos de Ad bk SN OAREERRE ESAS ES 11,578 27 
EE LS eT eer Tere ee er Tee Tere eT ee TT Te 23,053 37 
ee SN niche cdi seesaw ees cesses ceesicenneesewsuns 502 58 
EE a ee ee ree eee ery Pree rer er 2,000 00 
OLE ET LEE Te TT ee LT ee Te eee ere eee ee 1,050 00 
Purchase of Creek and Cherokee reservations. .............0eeeeeeeees 34,500 00 
ET SERIES ee I ee ee eee re 183,074 88 
ER LO ee re eee ee re 9,000 00 
Purchase of lands in Tuscarawas county, Ohio...............--2 ee eeee 1,000 00 
SS RE rey Per ere eee ee eee eT ere Tee eT 3,094 04 
ee ee oe dc wd weh eee RETR eke A ORES EK SSeS 4,281 00 
do FS AGEN o dbo KNse' Kee e aed bee seed owes 3,856 30 
ne MG GE NED 6 ki vio dks vd dened sweesdansccdnce sacs 369 63 
REE TET e Ce TT PEROT OTT CT TET CTT ET OTE E TT 4 19 
ee Ee nr eee eee ee 39,255 81 
Relief of officers, &c., of Seminole campaign...............seesceeeeees 41,056 47 
5,266,957 89 
From which deduct the following repayment: 
Expenses of holding treaties with Indians, per act of April 20, 1818....... 8,663 12 
—— $5,258,294 77 
NAVAL DEPARTMENT, VIZ: 
ee ESE sas Cok bd TORRE RES ONC Os a VOR 904,654 43 
ee ee ee eR hee 6s pe ares enn eemae ese ees kASRNS > 217,260 20 
EE EE OLE ORT Te LT eee Ter eT eT eee er ee Te 399,174 85 
EI EAE rE ee ee ee Eee ee rere, eee ee 82,324 73 
RE RTS a ey eS ee re ree 26,161 98 
eee ee ee cA bs nc oped W kOe ade ONES LEHR KE CANS URS 158,108 51 
ne ND IN. oii sss bok es Ad ob Abd 6s WOE SEEN AKO aw RS 7,666 61 
es ee ke dbs he eee ORNS Sk we CARER ORIOL 40,201 75 
ep the a 21,851 00 
CS SERS Lie aries ede Kea TERE RENN hoe Sue aeKOR 307,729 34 





Carried forward............ 2,165,133 


40 
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——— 





Rusens $2.165,133 
104,476 

8.498 
24,700 


Brought forward. . 


Suppression of piracy....... LRPTRRT ANNs hDANAw eS Od ood 444s EERE Hanes 
Prohibition of the slave trade..............ccceeeeeeees EN. erry 
Inclined plane, docks, &c.............eeeeeeees 
Ship-houses.......-.++.++. hike 4'914 11 
Survey of the coast of Florida...................2000. Oe ee Cee Ee 1,337 
Survey of the coast of North Carolina............. SAN Nth he ela hs teh aegis am 402 
Pay and subsistence of the Marine Corps..............-....00005- ere 
Clothing, Marine Corps............ erry eee eee ica Ge sw na nwa 
Fuel, Marine Corps 

Military stores, Marine Corps................ sate 
Contingencies, Marine Corps.......... ee ee ere 


est habisiat sane i 





2,520,618 

From which deduct the following repayments: 
SOE Te ee rer 
Purchase of vessels from eight to sixteen guns............... 
Captors of Algerine vessels............ 
Officers and crew of the Hornet............ 0... ccc cece eens 


$100 00 
1,532 03 
14,970 25 
250 83 


16,853 11 
$2,503,765 83 


PUBLIC DEBT. 


Interest and reimbursement of domestic debt.... .........0.0. eee ee eee 5,524,034 
Certain parts of domestic debt............ ....-..06- MAb NEM ER 
Remmbureemoent Of Missinnippi stock. ....... cscs ccs secccccscesccceses 5,477 
41 





5,530,016 





15,314,171 00 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury Department, Register’s Office, December 16, 1824. 
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Statement of lands sold and of moneys received on account of public lands from the 1st of January, 1824, to the 
30th of June, 1824. 




















| &§ Y Sa 
| z AMOUNT RECEIVED. EXPENSES. é 
| 
Zs tes £438 = 2 2% | # 
re ;e. si=EO = Sta ee 4 Mg 
| Su SEO 2s oe £& ses cis | 22 
OFFICES. | 2 | Sak seogée So & az £5 % = 2 
; «B |; "ss eseES sg Es irs = 5 e¢ 
| ae je Oe R-Reis £=9 wo = Za2 | ae 
| =f | «20 £2258 Yom se28 RSs | » & 
| es | aS efo ES 22a S36 os 8 | — 
. = ; “ss. av eo Rao ES ¢ ESE | 5 
| 7s | aeDme noevzo =o £ sot ss | £ 
| &§ ESE2 |€5E8S8| $38 S25 BE5 | & 
| wd Ic) ic) = 5 Fe a 
Acres. | 
UMVIDIUMe asf 6:ascon plese esse eseiaeweaevies te 5,142.11 | $6,513 46 $1,050 58 $7,564 04 OTD FO Pocciccccsivcse | $7,308 32 
Zanesville ssseveseeverserseeerereeerereseeeees) 1931414 16,790 61 3,965 64] 20,696 25 1,117 51 $2008 | 23,235 20 
CN iiriciisidciinsinticesmeccness| TE | She 2,072 97] 93,861 32 | 1,275 20 |....seeeeeeee) 22,586 14 
CUMMEONOisacei cose dseaccccasones Etesisdeetase 11,153.78 | 13,942 15 2,609 77 16,551 94 VA) (ee Ll Reece tre rercl 15,358 53 
I ceAbssccnhin dua saieritannasenes veel 15,750.67 | 20,026.17] 10,138 51 | 30,164 68 | 1,246 74 [esse ee ee essen 160 74 
i inicndinssniseackerdasancsines veees| 19,997.09 | 21,992 13 3,066 72] 25,058.85} 1,155 88 |...... sees eeee| 23,046 62 


Piqua,.cccscsess 
DOIRWATE isis sececossones 
Jeffersonville .....cececeesces 


ee eecceees 
eee eeeeeeeseses 


ee eeececeece 


WIMCEMNER Soo dsmsaincsecicnaceesdeese 


Brookville.......cceeececeess ceccccccccccccccee 
Crawfordsville .....cecscccscccccceccecs Seve 

MORETNVBYMNO sc ssicoe sinc sisincies oe eeeues soeneeeses 
MMMAMRIR Gos icswsan caneawevine soins sicssdewices 
PIB WHCELO WH cise cisseswses oebae-viesiseveweeses 
A WPALABVINIO. 5:05;6 ¢'s sibs ose ada ss veewseeee weds 
WANN Ss cceesaigsaesaNsesesecen soseeekeaeess 
PAL EMEINO Ys cisiaiie\oreisis'ducicre'e ovieisis owieite cele eeena sls o> 


RSAHROUNOM oicib.5.s n's ca sabia auideveies ew edelecesieeeas 
1 | ae 
MONO io 6.ccccawadscc-bbbioeic 


St. Louis......... 
Franklin...........00. 
Cape Girardeau.......0. ccecceccccees 
MIOSINGION sic cincee case soeense'see ove 
MIMVONVANE obi eisits cis iau en Calenwheonewaeieesele 
MSELOUROCKG, 5 0's:crvacewasekeucsodedvedecsoede 
PN Shinui bieiuicheieuadptianeaesacwanside 


PO Oe reer eeeresesesessesssese 





1,460.64 
13, 704.05 
4, 372.27 
6,257.03 
32, 728.01 


2,952.01 
374.00 


2,070.46 | 


4,282.61 
32,951.19 
8, 703.29 
8,154.54 
13,011.37 
10,177.02 
2,287.00 


320.00 


Cee ee eeeseresionesereseeeses 


17,130 06 
5,465 33 
| 8,161 46 
| 40,912 10 


| 25,004 99 }.. 


| 311 52 
1,002 80 
1,000 00 
3,690 02 
467 50 
2,588 06 
| 5,353 31 
41,558 68 
10,879 88 
10,193 25 
16,499 46 
12,721 27 
2,859 99 


400 00 


1,825 83 |... 








4,655 21 
2,380 52 


eeeeee 


ee eees eeeee 


463 54 
166 41 
115 68 
1,107 37 
2,409 93 


eeer cere eseece 





1,825 83 | 
17,130 06 | 
10,120 54 
10,541 98 
40,912 10 3 
25,004 99 

311 52 

1,466 34 

1,000 00 

3,856 43 | 

467 50 

2,588 06 

5,353 31 
41,674 36 
10,879 88 
11,300 62 
18,909 39 
12,721 27 

2,859 99 


Ceeeeersesecee 


400 00 





eee eereeseere 


59097 | occccee 


956 00 |......0. 
702 40 |....... 
e _| Senn 
LMM incisor. 
| eee 
GE iscrccciuas 
677 43 |.....0. 


1,258 45 
| 16,341 02 
| 6,165 98 
| 18,419 98 
..| 98,553 62 


i, OAR, 


865 66 |....00. 
SIG ID fockcccccccsccel es 


531 92 |.... 
TIS ST faces 


1,403 50 |....... 
| eee 


1,211 89 |... 
939 78 |... 


1,343 09 |....... 
ef TY 


500 00 
508 00 
520 19 





eee eeeresiee 


sees erresessesieeee 


12,261 50 


eeeeeeesees 


rates 21,154 25 


el eeeeweerreeees 


20, 133 85 
23,611 50 
2,500 00 





seeeccleecererersene 
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S | ' 
2 AMOUNT RECEIVED. EXPENSES. = 
oe —___—___ = — | 6 
éz g2s |s4832 ges | £8. eg | 2 
a ie > nm Is S87 35 ne wh ofa | 2 
a4 ss 2 = (> =. & 2 YS | ess ens i 
Ss 5S: 2 aon BE , | ses s=s | o£ 
OFFICES. i Se: eo & | aS so . } & wa ‘a = Ss A pS 
= x m= & 2 ~) oP d 7 = ms a 
se ol[#8& |25seg| £28 | owe 237 ae 
= = Zo a een | s=e8 es 2 iS 
85 see jE SCE aeiw | E25 ss§ 2 
o = eee |sS 2 = = eae | eS 2 ES & = 
z Re BQ |ZekSsl geek aso es £ 5 
5 SSem |(Sselan ose Gas | in © a 
4 ic) |S a = | = a 
| ia ee 
| | | 
Acres. j | | 
Opelousas ...... coubabsecsenesbererbe cédesaaen 29.79 $37 23 | $80 95 | S118 18 | PP OUB ODM nis eninenineeiexaislanenate ales 
| | | . 
New Orleans..... beneens Saew Spee snasheseanebas ieee cease Sbowes lesa eaeeheree Barer Sashes sabsiones suanee AID OO Nssce Wns eaewal Sesweecens ‘ 
| ee 
Eke END PITIRNE ROONNID 5 os 0's nisinn 0 000 0s ponds |Seus seve cbeese]on0s case neens piscsebetbsseeenienseanewanoee | 500 00 | Betas Swedes beens cease 
PU GRMBION . p0nnsccceccsc0c00 map behehee nes bes 4,894.45 6,118 03 4,646 73 | 10,764 75 2,455 48 | $462 44 | $8,500 00 
BaP eMe BUOOEIUNDE So ciksccs ose ssneasebubnas ebsnenssesones isons Sy oe sseneenons \ Saaeiseepueanee 500 00 |... geekeen baile aioe, 
Choctaw District...... onseee pushes Oe esa eases 42,405.21 54,959 32 |.cccccccvccses | 54,959 32 | DRS Oe liveceavcanccsd 44,442 94 
| 
St. Stephen’s ......... Docccccccccccs cocecccccs 15, 357.08 19,187 46 1,043 60 | 20,231 06 1,530 24 | pesaedee eas 28,340 00 
Huntsville ..... Skee nSeerr enor sesen eee Saeeep 3, 850.94 4,813 74 3,215 15 | 8,028 89 1,416 44 loses errr sees a 6,845 61 
PLAC ashbbshopkonhsbhens caabsbeeseneesee 39, 166.02 47,064 85 5,775 93 | 52,840 78 1,912 25 | 11 25 | 173 99 
RMMSODED bs chbbonseenceesawssspaeeeceeseees 7,978.90 9,973 82 |..ccccvecccees 9,973 82 886 01 [tteeeeeeeeeene) 9,166 00 
Sparta....... Schnee Seeeeenasens VTL 4,267.63 5 Sot SS |csccwcsesenese | 5, 334 53 | NAO ED | ebewsdiow aes ox lealbe se eesineie 
x | | | | 
ee - | imeesertend Sateunineen sain 
357, 160.38 456,507 36 | 48,965 12 | 505,472 58 36,437 25 | 493 77 | 357,410 70 
Moneys received from Ist January, 1824, to 30th June, 1824 .... cece cece eens eens ceeeee sees cess cecesscess $505, 472 58 
Incidental PRDORBCS) 06500% 600000005000 600%6500080446 00400 Seen weyoosnebae eeceseceeeee eoee = $36,437 25 
EPR Y RECHT G1) CRIN MANDIR. 6 5 5sicicc ss 2 00010.455 spin oboe 005 we ss n'ecb wens sese'se'es oevececeesee 493 77 
— —— 36,931 02 
Net proceeds of lands in first two quarters 1824......cecececeeececeeceevecs eeeseeee sc cccccccccece 468,541 56 
Amount paid into the Treasury in first two quarters 1824..... 5b bebe eeey bess <n Poe eccccnsccsecccececece 357,410 70 
Amount paid into the Treasury in third quarter 1824....... 0.06 @6in 6 40 h0weee be ees 06600 ooccece sae es eNe . 411,394 40 








Total amount paid into the Treasury in three quarters 1824....... cece cecccces oe ccececcccoeeececs 768,805 10 


GEORGE GRAHAM, 
Treasctry DepaRTMENT, General Land Office, December 20, 1824. 
H. 


Statement of moneys received into the Treasury from all sources other than customs and public lands, from 
January 1 to September 30, 1824. 


From arrears of old direct tax of 1798..............ccccceeees (VecaeedtaseesGwace~es $5,203 50 
From arrears of new internal revenue............ enka ig yu eh ee re rer yore 28,053 94 
oe re ike ee Waween cenke thane eae 998 46 
From dividends on stock in the Bank of the United States............... iveeitneetss Tee 
ee ne ee eee Pee eee ree ee Te ee re 4,770 00 
| Kinind tape eKeecheseusn ys 5,550 00 
From returned passage money of American seamen..............ecccccccccescccccscess 10 00 
From surplus emoluments of officers of the custom8............... cece eee eer ee cence 31,490 56 
From money received under the act to abolish the United States trading establishments. . 17,860 00 


From balances of advances made to War ener repaid under the 3d section of the 
CE ho Ss eke ot ke odie esd ake ras SEAS ees Ss ROTC e TT CT eC eT eT TT Teer 42,498 69 

From moneys previously advanced on account of. prisoners keds exeKiseeesenensus 2,984 91 

From moneys previously advanced on account of military pensions. . ee eT eee 400 00 





489,820 06 
Loan of five millions, at 4} per cent., to provide for the awards under the treaty with Spain, 5,000,000 00 





5,489,820 06 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury Department, Register’s Office, December 16, 1824. 





® 


Statement of the expenditures of the United States, from January 1 to September 30, 1824. 


CIVIL, MISCELLANEOUS, AND DIPLOMATIC. 
I er pete USER Cates icaieiisaddhwndadannss erry Te ee .. $515,388 39 
ee ae le 
Officers of the Mint......... Pete td ep inieehe bee ewe aes Re Pleas 6,910 00 
Commissioner of the Public Buildings. phetehega atu rer re ee ee 1,125 00 
Surveying Department.................. Mapiau kena Cake he ous 13,520 56 
Governments in the Territories of the United States. . ig aah toe i Tee 22,457 79 
Di skekracke ren ksnwes flee ck enes eet eee osecsseee 160,386 88 





$1,077,865 08 
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. Brought forward............ $1,077,865 08 
lose carne kv Kui wie Wala ad eee bead eae OA 1,653 02 
On re ee eee ee 21,469 76 
Payments of demands for unclaimed merchandise............+...00+-05- 184 27 
Light-house a ah ia Oe a lc es a ae ee wig wll e oimel 110,397 82 
NE NS did dd hbinn o 24.4 6 dbo 5304s ee dee es aeeeesesae® 87,630 00 
Boundary lines between Missouri and Arkansas..............0000.ee00 1,000 00 
ee a 10,297 46 
Registers and Receivers of Land Offices. .............ccccecccccccccees 706 00 
Repairing road from Cumberland to Ohio. ....... 66... cece eee ee eee 17,000 00 
Roads within the Indian Territory from Nashville to New Orleans ........ 7,920 00 
Ripe Witeets TE TUS OE TIAA. 5. non ccc cece rece ccccccensecsess 11,462 73 
Rome Witenes TNO DeNle OF AIMDOMEA, .... . 2 nc cc ees cece ccc cccscsscens 32,969 O1 
Roads and canals within the State of Missouri.......... ........e cee eee 3,282 79 

Payment to Ohio of the net proceeds of lands sold under the 3d section of 

Bn oboe dk ss othe ended eee senseececeees 10,206 41 
a 35,445 84 
ree IE ON Pr OS ice cece access oeswencopesesenee 87,800 76 
PUGOTT GE CUTOREI OUTEICRIE o.oo ec cece ce ceseeceeeccnce 331 10 
Payment of balances to Collectors of new internal revenue............... 353 73 
Payment of balances to officers of old internal revenue and direct tax..... 530 26 
Accommodation of the President’s household. .............. ccc eee eee eee 839 24 
iui Aw wdiess s Xo 4's noes sae Secdense sce eesnes 106,509 22 
Pee OF CHMENNE Poe POOLEY TOME, o.oo. 8 ctw er esceccceccecee 20 00 
Laat Contes ih HU, Metens Phd istrict... 2... sec ece sere ces cevevuces 937 50 

$549,546 92 
ene nmtheenie: -mapites niga. ORE CCE RECC TERT Eee 56,023 95 
Contingent expenses foreign intercourse.............ccccec ces cecceccees 15,664 83 
Missions to the independent nations on the American continent. .......... 28,669 72 
Relief and protection of American scamed...............cecccsccccsecess 23,457 36 
Treaty of Ghent, 40h, Oth, and Tih articles. .....6 0.66. ccs ccccsccscscccss 10,011 44 
Oe I Sih ck 6d ee csc adew Ee NISeNwke donee rewae ne 10,699 10 
IS bce k EON WKAR F060 0K 55K EWES HON ES EWEN OC RK HEE E OS 15,517 60 
ee ee ee een ee ee ee ee 4,775,671 99 
ROMERO WIT TROUIROTPRTIONE POWOTE 6 nono ik c oik ce ncceweserscevecscvees 5,000 00 

4,940,715 99 

MILITARY DEPARTMENT, VIZ! 

ce ee Eee PE eee ee ee ee ere rere 819,361 57 
a as Be Me nL Stale ae alas ncaa 8s Sh de. ae ah Wa ele NO 202,794 14 
RE ta cate wees 5 ots k WGM RaW ee Ke aw ha ONEE See Oks Reed ewe’ 32,985 44 
TE ee a eee ee ee eee an ee ee 151,073 46 
ee ee ee 20,170 56 
ahi ows WWM nee WSS RES HORE RRR EERTOS 10,173 46 
Oe ne ee a eee eS ee Pe Oe ee ee eee 31,584 97 
ee UrNNCN OW TPCUCINOTNE nak occ see Ws wanda seed ere cesecccvesesens 227,353 30 
RE Mite eS SV Denes 6 DPS aS 4K RSA RAD RONRE DEAE CEOS 227 70 
Repairs and contingencies of fortifications... ............0cceceeeeccees 7,956 65 
re eee aks age kG WEEK oN CEN ORREAOE SHEA EES 72,077 35 
eS ainda bu Wied AGW e RRS awa aN eee een’ 57,102 09 
Ee ee ee ee ee eee er ne ee eee eee 9,275 14 
i a a i a he Sy an ree ee ay a ele 11,500 00 
I ee singe Seg a 4 Siena Ma RA ee PA RAR OO RR OA HE 84,630 99 
lie age Aon dn 6 4H 24h PAD RRKEENRDAR DORAL RRR ON eOW 92,000 00 
hb ht ee a a 54,824 17 
se og ig ge RAR ARRAS SORE ES WARMER ROS 28,500 00 
cao aia hie SN sae ah Mead aan a wee 5,000 00 
ae er ree er ere eee rere 10,000 00 
ree a eee ee eee eee ee 1,000 00 
Guproving Olio aid Miguiasippi rivers... ... 2. oon ese cece ec eccvceees 2,736 84 
NN, WG, OE WN INE CMMI, 5 nc is cites cccassvwcceveeess 16,379 00 
Relief of officers, &c., of Seminole campaign.............. cece eee wees 10,355 27 
ee i SS ee 9,892 31 
er ieee ewan eeseen 2,215 00 
RU Be Rad w wes AP EELS cate Mb Eee ORE NAaS BHD 23,157 46 
Seen Gee Ges OVUM BEWIES... . 5 oon ise cece c ese cceeeseeesceecons 5,510 27 
CECT CTO TTT Teter eT Tere Tee Tee ee 21,332 95 
a RB ea whines a KG CAAA ERAAK UN RADARS HERERO ASO 12,176 72 
EERSTE OR DOR NE ew nee EM eS Ee 6,235 70 
IN oa Ra ee ka Siac 6 alee lari i Wid Vac Miah ie! he Www WR w ae 294,357 38 
I 6 el ee Re ist hn CUA eae eae eae aeae~wes 1,800 00 
Meier Nn I ON TU ong os oie isn since ceewscie tion weenene's 142,289 81 
TTMUIONEL GEMIOTY, WESIET WOEEES. . ...6 0c c cen cece ceenccceecceesccces 3,117 00 
nS P a 10,000 00 
enn UIE OU oi idwkcisansa dew soiaeeanseseeceecewes 12,000 00 
NN Te TT ee eee 652 75 
PUN NE WO GIGS 6 ocavcn ede sccssnecececnacesaddsesaads 547 56 
Carried forward............ 2,494,546 01 
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Brought forward........... $2,494,546 O1 
Road from Plattsburg to Sackett’s Harbor. . ... . .......00sc0csccceccccee 1,350 00 
EE ea Oe ee. rer re Tee er eee 125 00 
ee 15,000 00 
EE NINE 5 icy 5 d)6 Sinds'k BN KNabiea sok eae eee sees ew sued eis 133,600 78 
ee SN 6 a Seine csi salslnee ese ase aeinns'e ve sabes ous 230,442 93 
6 5 5 pis 9 60d CANAD DOSER ES DKON oes Pd dED Cee ew Oe 1,266,531 23 
Purchase of reservations of Indian lands in Georgia..........- 0.2... eee 4,000 00 
nag cde Rk eWe NS NS EEA NSE Re eR ORD 7,000 00 
IE ee ere eT Tee eee Te Tee 480 00 
er rr ry err er Ter errr eee eee 23,000 00 
ey ee a RMI. bois aa 's a wsidecGds sens cee sc civeenes se 23,657 50 
See COONS Wi) POOTMOD BUURMIN sc to see screen ssdoccestensesee ee 3,500 00 
ee is os a SRN ee EWEN A ADA DSA NW OS EETD 10,011 49 
ST OTe TET TER IE CTT EERE EE RTE ETC C Ee 24,799 24 
SET Ce ee TEE C OCTET LETC TET eT Te Tee Tee CTS 10,868 33 
RE SIRE Sy Pn a eee oer re ee rr See 15,249 95 
omaneoncion, Indian Department... ... 22.5... ccccessscecsicsvessaces 98,353 70 
EEE Ee ee eT er ee se a 176,825 00 
4,549,142 16 
From which deduct the following re-payments: 
Expenses holding treaties with Indians, per act, April 20,1818. $599 67 
ee ee 168 00 
ae 167 67 
NAVAL DEPARTMENT, VIZ: 
Oe Pe ee ee ee rT re eee eT eee eee ee 153,309 12 
ee eR Oi ick: cae cae gO ode ke NEN EG OOS TOR wE ES 227,951 88 
kee ae i as NaC HERON HS LO UWES DOA wS ACERS 33,179 66 
eS cb SG cS A saad eR KIER DEKE SERRE ESE ORS EKO 303,608 01 
ee eS UN 5 sia devine 6aN0 4004 e cS 4060 SOREN EOE HSS 20,017 48 
EER Ee eee ee Te Ore Te eee ee eee ee ee 54,528 41 
ooo 5 6 oss ose dbaheR dS dees Ob Hes sie as veda Sones 544,908 33 
PCT TET LTTE TTT CTL TTT EEE Ee 169,221 06 
es IN PURE BU sas kdciseversnowsccesdsccessveesuees 100,533 57 
CLE PTET TCT eT TTT ET TET erT Ty TTT TTT Tee ee 87,826 99 
Contingent expenses not enumerated. ..............scccccccccccccccees 44 45 
eS ee reels is aed SW Mesa bese eh hae eKRR SD 225,544 58 
I Oe TEL Tee ESOT T TT TT TT eee rr ee Tee 7,712 53 
Ee ee Te eee en ee ee eee eer en 31,386 60 
EC err’ Sere ee eer eee ee eee eee ee ee 14,036 12 
ds ks kei CRE R MRE Kee ee KOwS 40K 12,535 03 
ee MU 6 bos oe vi Sam Keke se SSW eae eae i eS eeee ee 855 67 
COLE OTE OTTER ET TOC CT EERE ETT CE TTC Te 2,962 37 
Cee a ss bsdnee Gaile pee sss 059 0 reweeveee sean ee 3,182 10 
| re eee rere eee TTT eee TEE TE Tree eee 7,432 97 
Rewarding officers and crews of two gigs under command of Lieutenant 
eR aera er ee ae eee ee ere ee are ry ee eae 3,000 00 
ESS OTe, or eee eee eee Te eT eee ere yee 56 59 
ob fob kbe dnd Ka wee habe eee ed ee Sao wakes 1,619 26 
ee ne RT ENNIS COUN S oo 5iisnn cscs ncssce ease cvavseeces eens 129,904 66 
EE eT ere er re eet eee rer ee eee 19,592 42 
eC OU Ss ik tve esa snd sinh dees chew eens hea awe 3,051 25 
ee eS he FADE EE TERE DOS aa K OAS DEERE ES 3,775 93 
omtemont Gxpensos Of Marine Corps. ........ 0.6.20 ssc secccseceesces 5,288 41 
eS eee TE OTe C TT TT ere eee eT EET ETL T Te Tee 450 29 
eke ce bd pice ea eid Kee edWnr eds dawiawwnse’ 5,631 81 
2,173,147 55 
From which deduct the following repayments: 
Rewarding the officers and crew of the Constitution ............ $66 63 
ee ee eee eee eee Sere 409 58 
476 21 
PUBLIC DEBT. 
es cin bd ene DAN RS Show we SAS KRESS AN EMRE 4,101,284 94 
eee Gn WONT CONE, BIOEK.. 5 onc ones cccsswnesewsecevnesses es 4,170,623 97 
Reimbursement of Mississippi stock ............ccceccccccsceces wees 2,600 00 
Principal and interest of Treasury notes ............0.ccsccseccesesess 20 00 





$4,548,374 49 


2,172,671 34 


8,274,528 91 





21,563,702 73 





ell 





JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, December 16, 1824. 
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Comparative statement showing the actual amount of duties which accrued on importations into the United States 
in the three quarters of a year ending June 30,1824, and the amount of duties which would have accrued 
on the same importations at such higher rates as are imposed by the act of Congress under date May 22, 
1824, and exhiliting the ratios which the said duties bear to said importations under the former and present 


tariff. 





——— | ; a a ro ae ee 
| 2s 5 z . S BES ae Ae z 
; 2s = 2g z a= 8 : | 2 | & 3 
1 eee 2 Es 2 £3 * = | | g = 
3s 5 — Oy = a | > 3 = L 
| g& a 22 val . &S 2 2 YS ae 
| a — a 4 Sc s = = Oo & 
| 22] 3 se | s as. 3 25 | .8 | 3 
| 2s % ES s BPs 2 ES a 3 
| a& = ca be EA 5 fo 3 bo 
c 5 i So ep = ‘i a © an] ° S S 
ie 3 S 35 = S s EE = 3 © a 
= bp 2 3 Ee 2 = S23 8 3 | G g 
| 2S I eS G3 = = os & S = = 
| = < e | 5 < a « = a |e = z 
ee os 
| Dollars. | Dollars. | Per waite Dollars. | Dollars. | Per cent. Dollars. | Dollars. | Per “| Dollars. | Dollars. | Per ct. 
PM isnt sakiatninices 29,810,556) 5,912,785, 19,83 19,567, 837/10, 278,628) 52.53 49,378,393/16,191,413, 32.79 | 9,608, 744/58, 987, 137] 27.45 
Duties which would have | 
accrued under the pres- | 
Ent tariff, .eccccsesccees iaeee aeeries 7,322,444 QASG Veccets e+ (10,550, 765 SIS \occeeveses 17, 873, 209) 36.20 | SCE rere? eccccee| 30.00 
| 
1,409,659 j| 272,137 1,681, 796| | 
Increase... ssssseeeeeeeseeed s fb eseeeeeals cece bosses cocee § ; ; eocccces leccccccccclecce eocleccece ° 
| — p. ct. (| 2.64 p. ct. ¢ |10.39 p. et. | 








L. 


Comparative statement of the value of importations into the ports of Boston, Salem, New York, Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, Norfolk, Charleston, and New Orleans, in the third quarter of the years 1823 and 1824, and of 
the several classes and gross amount of duties accruing thereon, with the ratio of increase or otherwise of 
said importations and duties. 










































































| ieee tg 2 | ¢ 2€ | Z 2 ¢ 
: | && = g& | & EE % s & 3 
' | = 2 i So } Beg 7 e 2 . = 
I | £s 2 ES 2 SSE! o& ef | 2 i> 
Periods. | £F g a8 s ofg| 58 gs a ae 
| Es wo Ea . Ea) ca S& s+ s 
: | 2s = ree la a&2 Es 29 = 3 
| Ss r= Se | & °.e) * S Bs S 
| £o 3 g ge] 8 s aSz| 3 s g Z S 
2 E = a | E & eas 3 S iG) 3 3 
| oe + 2 . i é |e & 3 S a 2 
' | | 
| Dollars. | Dollars. | Per cent. | Dollars, | Dollars. | Per cent.| Dollars. | Dollars. | Per cent.| Dollars. | Dollars. |Perct. 
Third quarter 1823 ......, 11,468,562] 2,665,488, 23.95 | 6,002,049 2,895,245 48,93 17,470,611 5,560,733, 31.82 | 2,198, 446 19,609,057) 28,36 
Third quarter 1824....... AIDA cscconssis|vésscnses| SIRI sce nnnesclouescace 16,652,415} 5,970,713, 35.86 | 2,623,416 19,275,831) 30.98 
| | 
| | | | 
| | | | 409,980 484,970 
Increas€.....sseesees I" eee ae seveclecece see hace: eta acai ee MT cae ake 
| 602,984 | 215,212 | 818,196 | 333,226 
besonial Bocca: EE MO Resp EE EO cig: NO NN OME Bs 2 
ene i 5.26 p.ct. f | { 3.59 p. ct. f | 4.17 pet ; | 1.70 p. et § - 
| | ' i 
Nore.— It is to be observed that the amount of duties above stated as accruing in the third quarter 1824 is agreeably to the estimates rendered by the 
several Collectors at the above ports, and is not founded on the ascertained ainount of duties secured, the returns of which are not yet received. 
M. 
Summary statement of proposals made by the Bank of the United States and others for the loan of five millions 
of dollars authorized by the act of the 26th of May, 1824. 
By the bank, (upon the condition of receiving the entire loan,) at par........... .seee+ $5,000,000 00 
By individuals: 
Bt per... pees Mag eakWe es has os eiien Ramee LeReuiaes (apa dNawendeben. mere 
’ ? 
ee SN 6 gai wa son SKC RGA COOTER eC awe oer ee ioanewehous 50,000 90 
| At 1 per cent. advance............. eee pera  Speeaen eerey Tere TT eee Te 60,000 00 
At lx§s per cent. advance ...............- ere ee re sd Sta ht tai a 1,000,000 00 
At 11 per cent. advance. ...........es000. ahaa Cie RDO ARRAS SSS 10,000 00 
At 1} per cent. advance.......... tan aaa ata al ca Eee Se al 10,000 00 
: At 13 per cent. advance............. Honkiche ra Mienehaebas aaah awa sta piikakeaglvaead 10,000 00 
At 14 per cent. advance...... pienh wee aenia CE eT Web pekeata te saan Deke 10,000 00 
At 2 per cent. advance.................05: ee singe “ain Oe ehieed 50,000 00 
ce re eer ee, Serer aah ke 28,586 37 
At 3 per cent. advance........ CT ee ee ere Tre eee iiesiaanans 30,000 00 
At4 per cent. advance............ Wits ewes eehuetadanes ew ew ew ees ie giGeiees 10,000 00 
WP Or GU, MOIS. 5 ok os evo vicccnccvcvedessncces np eee ins eatin eaaen 200,000 00 








Carried forward......... 





Le 2,472,586 


37 
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Brought forward........ er 


At such premium as may be fixed upon for the entire loan, not to exceed 5 per cent..... 
In stock, on as favorable terms as the loan is taken, not exceeding 2 per cent. advance. . 
At par, or if the whole loan is made at an advance, at such an advance at which it may 

DEINE SO kG iaedee cerns ns Scab cincd Slate Walkin ties iuVERKERRKRADENS SAREE rere 


Making an average premium of 97} cents per cent. ON ...... 66. eee e eee ee eee hoes 





N. 


$2,472,586 37 


20,000 00 
30,000 00 


32,000 00 


————_——_—_____ 


2,554,586 34 


—_—_— 
——$—$—$— 


Comparative statement showing the advantages offered to the Government by various rates of premium in 
contracting for the loan of five millions of dollars authorized by the act of the 26th May, 1824. 


OFFERS BY INDIVIDUALS. 















































Total principal 
and interest, 


chenidai 


$6,481,406 95 
6,448,671 87 
6,415,937 50 
6, 383,203 12 
6, 350, 468 75 
6,317,734 37 
6,285,000 00 
6,252,265 62 
6,219,531 295 
6,186,796 87 
6,154,062 50 
6, 121,328 12 
6, 088,593 75 


Interest actually} Total principal 


and interest. 


Rate. | Amount of stock ‘Interest of one-half; Yearly interest. | Yearly interest for | Total interest. 

| issued. for one year, and) six years. 

one-half for nine; 

4 months. 
ORE DOPED psbcsssworsccssesvessacs- | $4,950,000 00 $194,906 25 $222,750 00 $1,336,500 00 | $1,531,406 25 
One and one-half per cent....... sees 4,925,000 00 193,921 87 221,625 00 1,329,750 00 1,523,671 87 
TWO PeF CEN. ..cccccccccccccccccscees 4,900,000 00 192, 937 50 220,500 00 1,323,000 00 1,515,937 50 
Two and one-half per cent..... oosese | 4,875,000 00 191,953. 12 216,375 00 1,316,250 00 1,508, 203 12 
MURS PEPE s.osennccnsexne5s05505 .| 4,850,000 00 190,968 75 218,250 00 1,309,500 00 1,500,468 75 
Three and one-half per cent........+. 4,825,000 00 189, 984 37 217,125 00 1, 302,750 00 1,492, 734 37 
FOur per Cent. ccesecccescscecees ccccee 4,800,000 00 189,000 00 216,000 00 1,296,000 00 1,485,000 00 
Four and one-half per cent...... esses 4,775,000 00 188,015 62 214,875 00 1,289,250 00 1,477,265 62 
Five per cent.......seeee. dasa eenereee 4,750,000 00 187,031 25 213,750 00 1,282,500 00 1,469,531 25 
Five and one-half per cent .........0.. 4,725,000 00 186,046 87 212,625 00 1,275,750 00 1,461,796 87 
Six per cent ......6.- veces cocceee eos 4,700,000 00 185,062 50 211,500 00 1,269,000 00 1,454,062 50 
Six and one-half per cent ........eee00- | 4,675,000 00 184,078 12 210,375 00 1,262,250 00 1, 446, 328 12 
Bevan Ur CONE cccscsenseeadsoceeeenis | 4,650,000 00 183,093 75 | 209,250 00 1,255,500 00 1,438,593 75 

OFFER BY THE BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 
eae ee cone ae ors 7 pS co ES a ee 
Rate. | Stock issued. | First year’s Interest for six | Total interest. |Government pro- 
interest. years. portion,one-fifth. paid. 

= = —_ ee ee eee pe ee Ss 
PAL coscnbencbcansssanen's Baker $5,000,000 00 $196,875 00 | $1,350,000 00 | $1,546,875 00 $309,375 00 | $1,237,500 00 | $6,237,500 00 








N. B. The Bank offer at par is, therefore, equal to an individual offer at the rate of four and three-fourths per cent. advance on the whole. 





No. 1. 
Statement of the Debt of the United States, October 1, 1823. 





Deferred six per cent. stock (unredeemed amount).................0.- $632,112 14 
De EE GE WON sok sc erdc cv ccsins vesis CCAR 5 OE RR ARE 13,296,231 45 
Exchanged six per cent. stock............ ee Oe er er ee seasons 2,668,974 99 
Six per cent. stock of 1812............. MGMEREESALCLAS SEES DEM SS RE . 6,187,006 84 
Six per cent. stock of 1813 (16 millions) ..... seiko sbecdkeneesdy . 15,497,818 63 
Six per cent. stock of 1813 (74 millions) .................. iia ew nies 6,812,845 44 
Six per cent. stock of 1814............. Te ee ee Te re ken 13,001,437 63 
em ee UNG BIOORG TEED o.oo ssw acsicesecaes iitebtcsn «neers ..... 9,490,099 10 
Treasury note six per cent. stock............. (mck kewhascewn hee uo .. 1,466,847 34 
Treasury note seven per cent. stock ..................-- jena wee wus 8,606,490 27 
Five per cent. stock (subscription to Bank of the United States). .... .. 7,000,000 00 
Five per cent. stock of 1820............. MEDS RAE AREER SHI POR 999,999 13 
eve por Gat. SOCK OF TGR]. . - 0... oss cccssceces eine ven gr Rhee 4,735,296 30 
ee 56,704 7 





16,597,318 58 


43,854,545 45 





90,451,864 03 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Legisler. 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, December 23, 1824. 
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No. 2. 
Statement of the Debt of the United States, January 1, 1824. 
Deferred six per cent. stock (unredeemed amount) .................... $357,546 26 
I NI Gi Winey 26h Kee as eck ene narsevesecncswiwdesesss 13,296,231 45 
ND HEE I CIO oi 5 5 es seeks cesta re savecnewtecsssess 2,668,974 99 
$16,322,752 70 
Sisk MOE COME. GEOG OT IGTD . oon oss c eis cc ccccvccececcaecccnsess 6,187,006 84 
Six per cent. stock of 1813 (16 millions) .................2ccceeeeece 15,497,818 63 
Six per cent. stock of 1813 (73 millions) .............. eee eee eee eee 6,812,845 44 
soe gee, Mcaictvalle EE 13,001,437 63 
Sie NE COME, WUE GE TOD o.oo ic ccccccnesccsncccesecececencecs 9,490,099 10 
peer y GOUE GEE PEF COME, BIDOK. .... oo once cece ccc eceesnccecsce 1,467,564 09 
Tremeery NSCS GOVE Per CONE. BLOCK. .... 2... ccccscsccccecccccsecess 8,606,490 27 
Five per cent. stock (subscription to Bank of the United States) ....... 7,000,000 00 
I BI on vk oko parse rnesewenanateaneeewbuann 999,999 13 
| Se ee I Oe I a5 oan 6 onc hee th meee ee seme esaviewedneee 4,735,296 30 
Se tr rE Us 5 oi ii cdciicwareesisasesdavarsee 56,704 77 





73,855,262 20 





90,178,014 90 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 








Treasury Department, Legister’s Office, December 23, 1824. 










































No. 3. 
Statement of the Debt of the United States, October 1, 1824. 

RTT, CEPT OCTET CET ETE TEST CRTC Tee eT CTT Cee $13,296,231 45 

ee ee PEP Peee ETT eTCeeT Tere eee TT Tee eTeeeee 2,668,974 99 
$15,965,206 44 

a NO oi i kv kd cpa sniedseasvGSesendebesaw asada 6,187,006 84 

Six per cent. stock of 1813 (sixteen millions)....................... *15,497,818 63 

Six per cent. stock of 1813 (seven and a half millions) .............. *6§,812,845 44 

ey I ik ees S des ennscaleece eases saeeee cee 13,001,437 63 

ee nM OI a Ws a tia anes nine bv os SeCbeRE Keb Sa K eee 9,490,099 10 

aE SON I I, WII nck nese casscacscsecdscsecoess 1,467,564 09 

ROOREEEY TUS DOVER PET COL, BIOGE 2... ccc ee nccceesecccecccns 4,483,093 17 

Five per cent. stock (subscription to the Bank of the United States)... 7,000,000 00 

ee SO Ss veda dirws se ceeseanesenbesewedcsedcses 999,999 13 

ee ERE BO svn ae bee ne csc ocenksnses sbse6E0 002 8% 4,735,296 30 

Exchanged five per cent. stock of 1822............ccsccccecsscccees 56,704 77 

Four and a half per cent. stock (per act of the 24th May, 1824)....... 5,000,000 00 
74,731,865 10 
I aOR RE ro ia oars eet ks as a 6a gaa a Ki oR WHOS ORT 90,697,071 54 

JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury Departaent, Register’s Office, December 23, 1824. 
Nore.—The amount of the debt on the lst October, 1823, per estimate (No. 3) which 

accompanied the Secretary’s report of the 3lst December, 1823, was stated at.... $90,451,834 24 
The reimbursement of the deferred stock to that day, inclusive, was over estimated... 29 79 
Amount of the debt on the 1st October, 1823, per statement No. 1, herewith ......... 90,451,864 03 
Add Treasury note six per cent. stock issued in the fourth quarter 1823............. 716 75 
90,452,580 78 
Deduct reimbursement of deferred stock on the 3lst December, 1823 ................ 274,565 88 
Amount of the debt on the Ist January, 1824, per statement No. 2, herewith ......... 90,178,014 90 
| Add four and a half per cent. stock (issued under the act of the 24th May, 1824)..... 5,000,000 00 
95,178,014 90 


Deduct reimbursement of deferred stock during the first three quarters 
OR ras Naw iia Ke VAR RERGE Odo DSA OA eRe e Sees 
And the seven per cent. stock purchased under the act of January 22, 
os Ee EE Ee PLETE OTT TREO eee eee 


voL. v——-22 B 








$357,546 26 
4,123,397 10 





Amount of the debt on the 1st October, 1824, as above stated...............002000% 


4,480,943 36 





90,697,071 


54 


® There has been issued, since the Ist of October last, under the act of the 26th May, 1824, certificates of four and a half 
oy be stock, in exchange for an equal amount of the six per cent. stocks of 1813 subscribed prior to that day, the sum of 
,308,307 45. 
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Brought forward............ $90,697,071 54 
Add estimated amount of four and a half per cent. stock proposed to be issued during 
the fourth quarter of the present year, under the act of May 26, 1824........... 2,500,000 00 





: ’ 93,197,071 54 
Deduct payments to be made during the same period, viz: 
For the redemption of the exchanged six per cent. stock ............ $2,668,974 99 


Residue of the seven per cent. stock...........2esceccccesceceeees 4,483,093 17 
7,152,068 16 








Which will reduce the debt on the Ist January, 1825, to.... 0.2... 0. cee eee eee eee 86,045,008 38 











No. 4. 


Estimated amount of Treasury notes outstanding on the 1st of October, 1824. 


Total amount issued, (as per No. 4 of last report,)..........ccccccccccccrcccccssccsnce $36,680,794 
Cancelled and reported on by the First Auditor...........ccccccesccccccccceccsscccees 36,661,038 
Co EF Seer rer Corer eT Te Tee Tee TTP T ETS Te CTE ert es 19,756 

Comeietine OF GA Trensety motes soos. ois ciciises ces sesscases savesecedvewenes 2,576 

Se RN ING ss hays cv pede eee ew keds 65044 sd Dense es eo tweterseweeee 17,180 
19,756 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury DepartuEnt, Register’s Office, December 23, 1824. 





No. 5. 


Statement of the stock issued under the act of Congress entitled “An act supplementary to the act for the 
indemnification of certain claimants of public lands in the Mississippi Territory,” passed the 3d March, 











1815. 

Amount of claims awarded, per statement No. 5 of last report..............eeeeeeees $4,282,151 12} 
Whereof there was paid in for lands, per said report............ cece cece weet cece eens 2,447,535 39 
Payments at the Treasury to the 30th September, 1823................. $1,813,356. 86 
Payments from the Ist October, 1823, to the 1st December, 1824........ 7,242 34 

1,820,599 20 
Balance Ist December, 1824, consisting of certificates outstanding....... 13,971 93 
i TERT ET Pee eT Tee TT eT Pe TET TT TTT TT eee eee Te 44 604 





14,016 53} 





4,282,151 12} 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury Department, Register’s Office, December 23, 1824. 
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ENTRIES FOR BENEFIT OF DRAWBACK OF DUTIES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 3, 1825. 


The Committee of Ways and Means, to whom was referred a resolution of the House of Representatives 
of the twenty-eighth of December, instructing them “to inquire into the expediency of so modifying 
the act of Congress in relation to export entries, for the benefit of drawback, as to vest in the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury a discretion to grant relief in cases of unintentional non-conformity with the 
existing provisions of the said act,” reported: 


That by the act of Congress entitled “An act to regulate the collection of duties on imports and 
tonnage,” passed the 2d of March, 1799, a drawback, as prescribed by law, is allowed and paid on all 
goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the United States, whereupon the duties shall have been, 
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aid, or secured to be paid, as, within twelve calendar months, after payment made or security given, 
shall be exported to any foreign port or place, subject to the exceptions and restrictions provided by the 
said act. 

That in order to entitle the exporter of any such goods, wares, or merchandise to the benefit of the 
said drawback, it is required of him, previous to his putting or landing the same on board of any ship or 
vessel for exportation, to give twenty-four hours’ notice, at least, to the Collector of the district, of his 
intention to export, and make an entry, in writing, of the particulars thereof, in the form prescribed by 
the act. 

By the same law, the exporter is required, previous to the clearance of the vessel, or within ten days 
after such clearance, to make oath that the goods noticed for exportation are truly intended to be exported 
to the place whereof notice shall have been given, and are not intended to be relanded within the United 
States. 

He is further required, before he can obtain a certificate or debenture for the amount of the drawback, 
to give bond, before the clearance of the vessel in which the goods are laden, or within ten days after such 
clearance, with one or more sureties, to the satisfaction of the Collector, in double the amount of the certifi- 
cate or debenture to be issued; conditioned that the said goods or any part thereof shall not be relanded 
in any part of the United States, and that he shall, within a given time, produce the proofs prescribed by 
the law of the actual landing of the merchandise at the foreign port. 

By an act passed the 18th of April, 1820, the period of twenty days from the date of the clearance of the 
vessel is allowed for taking the oath and completing the entry for the benefit of drawback. 

The trade thus intended to be encouraged by the system of drawback is one of great importance to 
the merchants of the United States. It is nevertheless liable to many frauds, and the laws have therefore 
guarded it by the formalities already alluded to, and many other, to be found in the foregoing act. 

As general provisions, they have a salutary tendency, and could not be dispensed with; but cases of 
hardship, arising from neglect or casuai omission, in which there is neither intentional nor actual fraud, 
frequently occur, for which it is but just that some remedy should be provided. It is known to the com- 
mittee that in this, as in any other branches of the import system, such cases are constantly happening. 

The instances of most frequent occurrence are those in which the exporter has accidentally neglected 
to take the oath and give the bond required by the act of 1792, within the period of twenty days after 
the clearance of the vessel. 

This omission may be occasioned by the sickness of the exporter, by his ignorance of the precise 
provisions of the law, by inattention, no doubt, in some cases, or by the multiplicity of his commercial 
concerns, or by unavoidable accident, or from many other causes of a similar character, without any 
intention to evade the law or defraud the revenue. 

If, from any cause, however innocent or accidental, the exporter neglect to complete the entry within 
the twenty days, as the law now stands, he could not be permitted to do so, though he should attend at 
the custom-house for that purpose a few hours after the expiration of that period. 

In such case he would lose the benefit of the drawback and be without relief but by an application 
to Congress for a special law; a remedy expensive both to the Government and the individual. 

As well from their own knowledge of the cases heretofore presented to this House as from informa- 
tion derived from the most authentic sources, the committee are of opinion that the evils of the present 
system are productive of great hardship and embarrassment to the merchants of the United States, and 
that it would be expedient to vest the power of relieving all such casual omissions in some other depart- 
ment of the Government, where it might be exercised with equal safety to the revenue. 

The great policy of the drawback system is to encourage the navigation and carrying trade of the 
country, and therefore it refunds to the merchant the duties paid upon foreign merchandise imported into 
the United States when exported to a foreign port within the period allowed by law. If the merchandise 
be identically the same upon which the duties have been paid, and if it be actually landed in the foreign 
port conformable to the entry, the object of the law is substantially complied with, and it would comport 
neither with the spirit of the law nor the character of the Government to deny the merchant in an indi- 
vidual case the benefit of a debenture for an accidental non-compliance with those formalities designed 
only to accomplish what he had actually done. 

The impost system is doubtless exposed in all its parts to numerous evasions, and therefore its 
provisions are rigorous and severe; but in almost every other instance of innocent or unintentional viola- 
tion of the revenue laws a full discretion is vested in the Secretary of the Treasury, or the Collector of 
the port, to grant relief. 

The duty of presenting a true manifest of an inward cargo on the arrival of a vessel from a foreign 
port is strictly enjoined, and the omission of a single article is made highly penal; but where the Collector 
is satisfied that the omission was unintentional and not fraudulent he is authorized to dispense with the 
penalty by allowing a port entry. 

All fines, forfeitures, and penalties arising under the impost laws may be remitted in the discretion 
of the Secretary of the Treasury to any amount and upon any terms. 

In the collection law provisions for the system of appraisement and the ascertainment of ad valorem 
duties a similar authority to relieve against accidental or unintentional breaches of its provisions is 
vested in the Secretary of the Treasury, and, in some instances, in the Collector of the port. 

And in the law of 1792, establishing and regulating the drawback system, where the certificates and 
regular proofs of the landing of the merchandise in a foreign port cannot be produced within the time 
prescribed by law, the Comptroller is authorized, upon receiving a satisfactory explanation of the failure, 
to extend the time or even to cancel the bond, upon the ground of secondary proof. 

The accidental or unintentional omission to take the oath and give the bond within the prescribed 
period are the only casualties for which some summary relief is not provided; and when the object and 
character of these formalities are considered, the failure to provide such remedy must be supposed to 
have proceeded rather from inadvertance than design. 

_ As has been already remarked, the failure to comply with these formalities within the prescribed 
time, may have been caused as well by the multiplicity of business in the custom-house as by the inatten- 
tion of the merchant; the main objects of the law may have been faithfully promoted, the exporter may 
have tendered himself ready a few hours after the expiration of the twenty days to complete his entry, 
and yet no remedy short of the burdensome and expensive application to Congress is afforded, while 
the higher power of dispensing with the proof of an actual landing in the foreign port and of cancelling 
the export bond is vested in the Comptroller of the Treasury. 
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The committee are of opinion that this is an evil embarrassing to the merchant and in nowise advan. 
tageous to the Government, for which a more summary remedy should be provided. 

They do not propose to dispense with either of the formalities required by the impost act, nor to 
enlarge the time within which they should be ordinarily complied with, but recommend merely, where the 
failure to do so within that time has been the effect of innocent causes, and without any intention to 
defraud the Government, that the Secretary of the Treasury should be empowered to authorize the entry 
to be completed afterwards, where the failure shall be satisfactorily explained. 


And for this purpose they report a bill. 
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AMOUNT OF DRAWBACK ON EXPORTS IN 1821, 1822, AND 1823. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 12, 1825, 


Treasury Department, January 11, 1825. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 3d of March, 1797, I have 
the honor to transmit a statement exhibiting the amount of drawback payable on merchandise exported 
from the United States during the years 1821, 1822, and 1823, compared with the amount of duties which 
accrued on the same, respectively. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 


Hon. Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





Statement exhibiting the amount of drawback payable on merchandise exported from the United States during 
the years ending on the 31st day of December, 1821, 1822, and 1823, compared with the amount of duties 


which accrued on the same respectively. 





























1821. | 1822. 1823. 
Species of merchandise. ; | f : : 
Duties accru-| Drawback | Duties accru-| Drawback | Duties accru-| Drawback 
ing. | payable. | ing. payable. ing. payable. 
| | 
At 7} PEF CENt... ccc cccccccccccccece been bones peewee pebbeene $66, 818 $3,570 | $91, 345 $21,815 $111, 424 $40, 426 
At 15 per cent........... cee eoeeee paeenh sees seees~ denesaee seus 2, 160, 556 198,393 | 2, 839, 662 294, 494 2,684, 057 577, 969 
At 20 per cent.......ccceeeee Sbabeassbocansahsnseneuess oseesees 921, 552 25,669 1,387, 932 21,917 4, 255, 423 30,471 
BERS PEF CODE. ..c0.ccccnece0e bens sse0s0ob een ss cece ee sweapienns 4, 522,016 359, 947 5, 885, 342 447,565 1,639, 526 752, 732 
At DD per CONt.....cccccccvrercccvcrccceccccvcececcccccscces ooee 497, 926 14, 568 647,840 16,255 524,589 29,750 
Duck, Russia........ ecccccccces 900000 cecves cccccvscceeece cece 61,730 4,024 95,512 8, 636 68, 861 11,400 
Ravens .....ccccccecoees pibbsbneawhsuwpeneSeiesesossees sis 36, 963 3,730 59, 424 5,098 51,591 12,048 
HOWUANG ...0 2000000008 Secesenes bpaestenkeen beeuene sinsece 3,540 Joccccccccccees BUOU Nissteecsinusess 3, 923 88 
Sheeting, brown, Russia......cseccsesesccsecccccccccsccecesecs 64, 704 36,651 62, 108 43,791 46, 426 39, 442 
White, ...0cccce0 sub bbehepSesnibasebenens eens nine eee 2,568 73 3, 965 634 1,808 439 
Wines, Madeira. ..........++0+ ceeccccceces ppebpsesbeasseseeeee 120,190 26, 024 142, 094 51,651 102, 797 33, 530 
Champagne, &c....... o cccccccc ccc coccsccecs Seeseee nae DOLD leivebsecscsces 7,142 52 4, 129 66 
sherry and St. Lucar........e.eeeeee cece cccccccccccecs BIL GLD  Nesnsinses oeien d's 24,179 700 21, 986 16, 024 
Lisbon, Oporto, &C...ccccccccccceecccesccccs yo 150,593 7,526 230, 844 9, 739 34, 092 15,947 
TOROS, PAV G8, BoC. 00:0 00000 00000060006000000906 6008 is 186, 554 8,012 150, 162 6, 446 85, 664 11,320 
PINTOTS ON MIEN, BCC, so o5n cas acsees ee cvacsesessiesaees 18,697 1,583 13,193 2,695 25,502 4,058 
all other, in casks ......... pkeseesuse ayes Sasesanewosb en 372,795 28, 952 271,315 43, 350 304, 023 97,275 
Spirits from grain.......... Sipbeebaeanen babbew ees 'eessubeeneene 223, 599 12,377 329, 312 15, 388 137, 639 11,532 
other materials........s.see0- sbeoeuboessabeeonsess 1,566, 468 88, 130 1,890, 780 142,535 1,715,930 168, 418 
MOIASSCS.. 0000 cece ccc cscs sccccces pass esse neue ou veuechecebuune 474, 339 1,199 618, 859 380 665, 503 210 
Beer, ale, and porter........ ecccccccecs ccc ccccce Cove cccveccoes 12,502 627 16, 961 501 16, 855 658 
SPL TEDREOL 5 cncccesycn ches sbeseeee aAcaess eeeeccicccese eeen 1,520 395 BOY Ssousntesaecses 6,860 3,814 
whale and other fish ........csseee0 eeoee eccccccce ccccccccce Bi lesovicsckscenes B20) Noeocnscsancess 167 |.cceccceeees 
OliVE, iN CASKS 1... .seecececccccccescccvcessccccscccece sess 17,117 914 8, 462 3,509 BS 2 eee 
Teas, bohea......cccesecee $000 00.05.0000 0000000550 00000000000s00 21,102 61 69, 253 1,068 99, 032 28.010 
BOM CHONE o's <:0.0::050.010000.05000000 0020 0050000000000 seeses 286,577 22,548 341, 596 99, 268 571,819 169, 274 
hyson skin, &€......00ccsosse pesiebesece pea senesese ery 493, 012 8,685 576, 394 66,676 624, 301 71,455 
hyson and young hysOn.......cecsccccecceceees spseeedess 658, 391 81, 309 907,547 163, 720 1, 123,671 165, 750 
imperial .......... poeee Bios eeseeneensesan0sss dene cocee : 134, 527 29, 438 211,489 88, 547 231,959 96,714 
Coffee .. .200cc0e b055b0 bneeeeenee To a eee cocccs| - 2,246,583 435, 926 1, 229, 755 501,161 1,967,635 1, 006, 891 
SOUR spas snnenses0s s0ns0s auch encns Spebsee Sehr akssr eee ery 23, 232 14,564 26,294 18,650 51,089 34, 142 
PRUOONBIE ovis sin 90's 010 6:0 00 :55.5 500 psnns o5nbd000se0ssesseceseens WS leccscseseccses DV Henscuweswenses G3 |rcceceeceees 
PRGET, DROWN cine wees csss snsccesccuccwsse yeh ssebeun’ coccccee| 1,649,275 419, 680 2,333, 714 213, 768 1, 703, 024 422, 809 
WPMNDB Spo sccbnbn sn sn b5ss0500545050 0b 00nncssebeneee ees 264, 664 162, 195 448, 787 178, 956 280,919 227, 528 
CL | ae pERenaewnee Seeseeesas 354 83 al Asccnksassossts 295 4 
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STATEMENT—Continued. 
1821, 1822. 1823. 
Species of merchandise. Ti 
| Duties accru- Duties accru-| Drawback | Duties accru-| Drawback 
ing. ing. payable. | ing. payable. 
| | 

Sugar, other refined, &C.....seseeeeeeeeeceeeeneceeeecee scenes $46 GSA levccccccccsccs $57 s ececcccce 
Fruits, almonds........seseeseees puweeneis cadeleneian’ - 7,716 11, 423 $261 12,389 $571 
CUITANES .eeee cece cece eccecs 910 3, 712 evceee 5,158 569 
prunes and plums.........06. 2,600 3,716 ceeees 4, 862 150 
figS.cccceccccccccvesccsccessecees 11,725 11,503 92 16,034 1,415 
raisins, jar, KC... ee eeee ones 64,531 87,799 9,688 45,785 6,876 
all Other ....osccseccssesses 45,184 63, 489 1,322 37,594 12,144 
MIE ciscciisincviesdseses eves 5,699 5,431 .531 3,551 4,465 
wax and spermaceti......sesseeees ll 182 171 150 |ecccccccccce 
GUGCRG .440042 vesewcics sus svececoecss 6,263 5,194 54 7,775 1,750 
SOAP cccveceeeccccesesecvecesscacs sie sinless Seeeeee saeccenanl 10,319 14, 321 9,740 17, 352 8, 656 
TID it OE ROR aE BEC RE CTS 56, 889 19, 433 447 4,303 4,235 
Spice, MACE... es sees vececececcccecseeeees 104 769 se vceeee 3,510 108 
NutMegs...++e ead eee wisisisioleds resis ele aceeieiesie vecececccenel 16, 963 14, 227 1,991 22,014 1,067 
SINNAMON ss vines cic veeseeo.ssieseciswciis seewawaes Seesiecasen| 5,338 | 2, 832 3, 062 12,199 9,010 
GIOVER ocieaaiciseusarons ess ecies cies 2,318 8,189 1,458 37,007 12, 832 
I i cscuncsustccisnense or 212, 459 188, 988 159, 691 301,710 167,079 
PIMENLO..... eee eeeeeeseeees 21,389 58, 708 8, 468 46, 064 14, $64 
is sicnivnininwnenennd is 20,718 28, 563 21,319 56, 311 38, 667 
Tobacco, manufactured, other than snuff, &c..... ccc cccccccces 57 295 seeeceseee 964 236 
Sis oso cssinn bees dwawaccsenecens cases ‘ 1,068 831 391 275 239 
[ndigd....csccccccecccccccccccsccscescceccces 90, 889 171,648 111,025 139,995 89,253 
COUON soscccccccccccesccceces coos 17,390 9,349 6,523 10, 264 5, 959 
GUNPOWGEF ......ccccccccccceccscvecs 6,287 12, 267 2, 343 5, 121 2, 863 
PRA cskavnasccns Pee oer ee” 4,205 5,358 wed 2,945 |eoeree eseee 
Sen pacenikes einai 3,511 ee ee. | AMET ssicesincnscaes 
Paints, ochre, dry....ss.seceseeeeeees 4,882 SMITE crtihbinccaaas | 15,182 | 145 
EI ns rene ee 1,135 955 22 | a ee 
white and red lead..........06+ Sialeielooiniassaiweisie’s eeeeneee! 116,299 112,003 2424 | 107,082 | 1,608 
whiting and Paris white.... 281 3,515 aeeseucs | DC cal een cree 
J.ead, sheet, bar, and pig ........... OT ee ee 35, 685 34, 000 3, 150 13, 337 | 3,935 
manufactured into ShOt......e.seeeee secs Slolsleleisiaiwssvoiee sie 47,971 34, 061 3773 18,002 | 1,665 
Cordage, cables, and tarred...........- 15, 966 16,873 7,667 27,138 23, 684 
UNtATred.. .eeeceecccecsescees 14,816 10,672 16 12, 721 1,321 
twine, seine, &C.....+.+- secece 11,598 16,814 954 17,548 3, 005 
Copper rods and bOlts........eseeeeceeees 1,050 DOG. |sicvawccein see T0981 |cccccccecces 
nails and spikes.......... ee cccccccccccccces . 225 1,205 55 426 eee 
Wire, iron and steel, not above No. 18.. 13, 364 29,508 |.ccccccccce 22,528 [eccccccccces 
above No. 18......+6 9,289 22, 380 eee 21,965 [ecccccccccee 
Iron, tacks, &c., not above 16 ounces per M..... 2, 323 ZITA |rccccccccece 1,160 jeccccccccece 
above 16 ounces per M.........06. 50 40 cece cece QB jeccscccsccces 
CR itcssntervarntanness ido Annalee seeeanessee 29, 328 38, 405 1,161 20, 601 603 
WMIROR ecsccnacacaewies ese oweatecta 2,972 4,512 136 2, 082 422 
ANCNOMS . eeeeeeeees cose cccccccccccees 1,565 3, 737 1,150 2,872 187 
“UT eaarenees tical oweren peices uiresn ents iuncesevaltects Rae 7,317 13,704 343 25, 137 209 
CASTINGS .occccccevccccccccccs 6,620 10,501 734 14, 363 343 
sheet, rod, and hOOp.......eceeseeeees sssaic ; 70,650 102, 976 13, 578 96, 288 6, 526 
bar, rolled ...ccccccccceves oc cccecccees 60,810 163,314 14,010 126, 949 16,473 
hammered .........+ eee 234, 565 404,230 5,589 525,315 5,096 
Steel ...s.00 O00 50101006 0i0e oasene0see 0000s vesis coe 12,784 19, 448 1,019 19,519 926 
Help sasishesiecuatcedecnedseonnvs 181,064 296,718 622 103, 880 4,300 
AION. 000 0escccccesccscees eocee 3, 798 6, 300 esses 2,376 113 
Copperas ........ eGtee se cece vccccees 2,895 16,308 |.ccccccecccces 12,838 |occceccccese 
Balt peciscctiewseauias Saaseateauseaeosacwess bikes Welds ee alaeceink onl 814,277 872, 555 7,664 1,089, 402 9,260 
COR csciccoccccsece coccccccccce 39, 090 49,799 160 36, 006 54 
Fish, dried or smoked .......0.000+ Sesisiais Sica meates cee wees re 308 1,476 ‘ 2,091 stdavacees 
salmon, pickled........+ eee ccccccccceee 2,564 3,018 eccees 5,417 |eccccee ° 
mackerel, pickled .......seeceeeees cece 299 306 ecvccccces 147 jecce ee ccccce 
Other, pickled .........eeeeeee 146 156 cccccccece QOS ecesee eoccee 
Glass, bottles, black, qUart......ceeeeeceeeeeeeee sees 16,658 24,639 480 17,970 957 
WINdOW..ccccccccccccccevces 17, 305 15,665 4 21, 466 240 
WOME asc aaesinss bavcewennes oo ce core ccccccccceecccce Coccececee 267 185 26 681 500 
NOES Sli ios vaidaweiseeeeel o60sisceasdecietiness ens 275 1,080 47 1,390 860 
all other. ....cscccccccccccs 2,178 2,259 469 1,408 636 
RAUEAUB : sicinipialvaia tien vais se sas ie eee sca Osrenediiedieieasiees sees 33, 028 56, 758 6,401 43, 639 6,644 
Cards, playing ....eeeessse sees coves obse peccedcecccesece 426 254 2GO | occcccccccce 
Discriminating duty on French vessels ......... «|s00:6.60:0s 00 s0ce| eee 197 eeunes 75184 j.ccceccecees 
Total...... c cccccecccsccccocs 18, 706, 417 24, 066, 069 2,851, 196 22, 409, 183 4, 552, 666 





Treasury DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, January 4, 1825. 




















JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
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LOAN OF TWELVE MILLIONS OF DOLLARS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 12, 1825. 


The Committee of Ways and Means, to whom has been referred the “report from the Secretary of the 
Treasury on the state of the finances” of the 31st of December last, reported: 


That, in considering so much of the said report as relates to the public debt of the United States, it 
appears that, on the Ist day of January, 1826, there will be redeemable of the six per cent. stock of 1813 
$19,000,000, and that the ordinary revenues of the year will not be adequate to the reimbursement of 
more than $7,000,000, leaving an excess of $12,000,000 to be provided for. 

The whole amount of the public debt, including the loan of $5,000,000 at 43 per cent., authorized by 
the act of the 26th of May last, is found to be $88,545,003 38. Of this sum, $2,500,000 of the last 
mentioned loan not having been actually paid to the United States could not be regularly included 
in the estimate of the Secretary of the Treasury at the close of the last year; but must, nevertheless, be 
considered as part of the debt with a view to future years. 

This sum of $88,545,003 38 is redeemable as follows: 


In 1825, $7,654,570 93 of six per cent. 

In 1826, 19,002,356 62 six per cent. of 1813. 
In 1827, 13,001,437 63 six per cent. of 1814. 
In 1828, 9,490,099 10 six per cent. 


In 1831, 18,901 59 
In 1832, 6,673,900 72 of which $1,018,000 72 are at 5 per cent., and $5,000,000 at 44 per cent. 


In 1833, 6,673,055 31 all at 43 per cent. except $18,901 59 at 5 per cent. 
In 1834, 1,654,153 73 at 43 per cent. 


In 1835, 4,735,296 30 at 5 per cent. 
7,000,000 00 at pleasure, being the subscription to the capital of the Bank of the United 


States at 5 per cent. 
13,296,231 45 at pleasure, being the 3 per cent. js 





88,545,003 38 








By this statement it appears that, in the years 1829 and 1830, no part of the public debt will be 
reimbursable, excepting the seven millions to the bank and the three per cents.; but, as these bear a less 
interest than that portion of the six per cents of 1813 redeemable on the 1st of January, 1826, and which 
cannot, for the want of means, be reimbursed before the years 1829 and 1830, it is believed to be advisable 
to provide for that portion by a new stock at a reduced rate of interest, and payable at those periods. 

The committee, therefore, recommend a new loan or an exchange to the amount of $12,000,000, at a 
rate of interest not exceeding 4} per cent., reimbursable in equal portions in the years 1829 and 1830; 


and for that purpose report a bill. 
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AMOUNT OF DUTIES ON IMPORTATIONS FOR THREE QUARTERS TO JUNE 30, 1824. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 17, 1825. 


To the Senate of the United States: 

Agreeably to a resolution of the Senate of the 19th of May last, requesting the President to cause to 
be laid before the Senate a report ‘showing the amount of duties which shall have accrued on importa- 
tions into the United States for the three quarters of a year ending June 30, 1824, also the amount of 
duties which would have accrued on the same importations at such higher rates of duty as may be 
imposed by any act of the present session of Congress,” I herewith transmit a report from the Secretary 


of the Treasury, which contains the information required. 
JAMES MONROE. 
January 18, 1825. 





Treasury Department, January 5, 1825. 


Sir: In obedience to your reference to this Department of a resolution of the Senate of May 19, 1824, 
requesting the President of the United States to cause a report from the Secretary of the Treasury to be 
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1825.] 








laid before the Senate at the commencement of the next session of Congress, “showing the amount of 
duties which shall have accrued on importations into the United States for the three quarters of a year 
ending June 30, 1824, also the amount of duties which would have accrued on the same importations at 
such higher rates of duty as may be imposed by any act of the present session of Congress,” I have the 
honor to submit a statement from the Register of the Treasury, which contains the information. required 
py the resolution. 


I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 





The Prestpent of the United States. 





Statement showing the amount of duties which have accrued on importations into the United States for the three 
quarters of a year ending June 30, 1824; also the amount of duties which would have accrued on the same 
importations at such higher rates of duty as have been imposed by the act of May 22, 1824, entitled “An 
act to amend the several acts imposing duties on imports.” 








Articles. Value. Rate of duty. | Am’t of duty.) Rate of duty | Am’t of duty.} Increase in 
under the act of amount of 
May 22, 1824. duties. 





Paying an ad valorem rate of duty. 
$1, 044, 330 
398, 527 
99, 150 
34, 180 
1, 152, 256 
481, 452 
16, 462 
28, 759 
761, 738 
463, 706 
634, 446 
188 
122,751 
50, 066 
471,649 

4,108 |.. 
137,975 
2,161 
28, 326 
3, 106 
38, 133 


$174,055 
159,411 
39,660 
8,545 


Peeeereseees 


30 per cent.... 
Wes cccedOvccee 
Wee ccccdOccoce 
20.0 000cdO. oe. 
QB... ccccdO. ccce 
WiccccsOreavs 
Bee cccedO. coce 
25 per cent.... 
25.0 000cdO. cece 
25.0000 
lve decdOOcuees 
15..00edO.ceee 
POsescesEOecces 
250 0ecedO. cece 


25 per cent.... 


$3, 481, 100 
1,594, 109 
396, 601 
170, 901 
4, 609, 023 
1,925,810 
65, 649 
115,036 | 25 per cent.... 
3,046,952 | 15....6edO..0.. 
1,854,824 | 15...0..d0..... 
3,172,232 | 15......d0..... 
1,254 | 15.....-d0..... 
491,003 | 20......dO.0... 
200,266 | 20......d0..... 
1,886,595 | 20 per cent.... 
20,540 
689, 876 
8,645 
226,610 
20, 709 
254, 222 


eee ereeeecees 


$870, 27 
239, 116 
59, 490 
25,635 
1, 152, 256 
481, 452 
16, 462 
28, 759 
457,043 
278, 224 
475, 835 
188 
98,201 
40,053 
377,319 
4,108 | 20 per cent.... 
137,975 }.. . 
1,729 | 25 per cent.... 
16, 996 
3, 106 
38, 133 


seer eserecesns 


25 per cent.... 
Devices lOe tess 
15..000cdOveses 
15..000+dO.e0e 
Q5e. 000d. oes 
Q5oececedO. cece 
Wee vccedOe cece 


Cloths and KerseyMeres ...secceccccccccevcvecevccccssccees 


eeeevces 


Worsted and stuff goods......eeseccceccecccesveccs 
Blankets ANd LUGS. +.+ececececcescecescvecencccsceeseceeees 


WOO] .cccceccccccccccccvecs covccscsccsseseeccccccsecccecs 


Cottons, printed and Colored. ......sccseeesccecceccceeeeees 


WHITE .. cocccccccccccccccnccccescccccececcccccccce eevccecccece 


MANKEEN ccccccccccccccccsvcccccccccccvccccccccoce ecccccccccce 


Woolen and cotton hose*.....cesccccceccecsccsscces sevees Sania 
Cotton twist, yarn and thread.. 


Linens, bleached and unbleached........sesscececsessseees 


304,695 
185,482 
158,611 
24, 550 
10,013 
94, 330 


Silk goods, from MOUND s 6c dclduns 4 bebss Seca wabecs umwseodeess 


eee eereeesecees 


OLher co veeecevece 
Raw SiIK ...seeeeeeees 
Hempen go0ds.....seeeeeeee 
Brass. cocccccccccccccccccccccccccecess seven cescccccceccces 
Copper* ...- 
Toon BU BUCO viccicincccccces cess cevcwsecscccesccincecoverence 


CO eee ee Peeeeeeesees Seseeseetseseeee 


Come eeee eres essere seeeseeseees 





eeeeeteeereserererses Cero eeeeeeseseseereseses 








Swe eres eoeeesseseessese 


20 per cent.... 
20... 000edO. cece 
20.0 0000dO..00. 


GlaSS WATE*ccccecccccccccccccccscecceseece 
China Ware .cscccccceccccccccccccccccecccscccccccsccccccce ueeea 
Earthen and stOm€ Ware. .... cece cccccccecccecesccccecceees 
Tin and PCWLer...cecceecccccececcccseccesccsscesecseseees 
Paper, writing And Wrapping*.....eseescceesscesecceecseses 
Gold, silver, and preciOUS StONES.....+eeeeeeececssccesccees 


432 


eeeeesecscce 


11,330 


Seer eseeesssee 


12} per cent... 


Cee eeececeseces 


7% per cent.... 


15 per cent.... 
| Se, | See 


Ce eeeeereeeeseee 


ee eerescees 


Pe eeee. [cere sccseesesees 


15 per cent.... 
15... 60.0. .ee. 


Hats, caps, and DOMNEtS*....cssecececccecccsccceccsscceces 
Copper, at 15 per CEN. cececcssceccscccccccesceessseseesecs 
Tin, in sheets or plateS.......seeeeees 
All other articles paying an ad valorem rate of duty*........ 


Peer eeeseses 


ee 
Cee eres eereseesseeeee eeeecscece 


eeeereeecese 








5,973,469 
108, 051 
216, 970 

17,094 
309, 882 
157,063 


1,171,114 
43,220 
3,419 


4,802, 355 
64,831 
216, 970 
13,675 
309, 882 
157,063 


12} per cent... 
Tes csccEOscess 
Wee ccecdOsccee 
25.0 00000, cece 
30.0 000edO. cece 


864, 413 
1, 446, 465 
68, 375 
1,239, 528 
ae 


74 per cent... 
15. 000edO..006 
20..0060dO. sees 
Wee eeeedO. ces. 
30..4.+.d0....4 


f 
Non-enumerated articles, paying an ad valorem rate of | 
duty, amount $4,142,326, which comprise those stated in 
the Appendix, and are estimated to be of the value of... 





eeeeesreccece 





5,564,776 





ern ma. ae 








Paying a specific rate of duty. Quantity. 


22,917 | $2 00 per piece. 45, 834 


Duck, Russiaf.......... oeccee ccccc cece ccces sPICCES sce. 
Ravensf..ccccccccccscccccccccscvcscsccesccedOcecees 28, 508 1 25...do0..... 35,635 
GMOROE iss asincssceiseesdssessuyacssioneseescOOsecess 692 | 2 50...do..... 1,730 $| 25 per cent.... 170, 935 54, 879 
Sheeting, brownf ....ssescccccccccccccccerescesesedOreeeee 19,573 | 1 60.,.do..... aa 
whitef ...... Abbe SORE 5066 e we dseeeceees dO...06- 616 2 50...do..... 1,540 
Wines, Madeira.......... Leisarecessuenanenes .-gallons.... 68,773 1 00 per gallon. 68,773 | $1 00 pergallon. 68,773 lecceee wceaee 
Burgundy, &c ..... sisiomgisiens Me er eee 2,576 1 00...do..... 2,576 1 00...do..... DTI fecesscccccas 


7,814 |.. 


13, 024 60...do..... 7,814 


Sherry and St. Lucar ...cccccceseceeceeeeedQeeeees 





Lisbon and Oporto, &C.... cece eeeeeeeesedQeceees 
Teneriffe, &C.c.ccecccevecncevcsceeceseresGeceees 
Claret, &c., in bOttles....seeeeecseececseeredOseeees 
all Other, in CASKS......seeceeseceeeeeseersAOeecees 
Ppt; COMBA acces ccs sens csececnesreesciecesccEOsssece 
from other materials,....cscsecseeeeeceesesdOeevese 
MNOMRINOR 655 casa wsocaseiudecescwesns dessseccoeesedOeasses 
Beer, ale, and porter s..seseececeecsseess 
Oil, whale ........cceeeeees 


sccvcceeecsdQcccese 


eveeEOcecece 


MVP eves cise ss bosses tnsesteeseenawecessnesusUrevees 


Teas, bohea...... 64106 sicse:60004 9 PGUMOB sc. 


* Vide forward. 





51,984 
98, 793 
58, 389 
1,097,071 
602,615 
3,314, 059 
10,226,695 
74,909 
639 

43, 855 
336, 668 





50...d0..... 
40...d0..... 
30...d0..... 
15.. do..... 
Various rates.. 
Various rates.. 
$0 05 per gallon. 
15...d0..... 
15...d0..... 
25...d0..... 
12 per pound| 








25,992 
39,517 
17,517 
164, 560 
255, 901 
1,474,756 
511,335 
11,236 
96 
10,964 
40, 400 








Various rates... 
Various rates.. 
$0 05 per gallon. 


GOs OO cece 
40...d0..... 
30...dO, o00. 
15...dO. cece 


15.0040. cece 
15...d0, 0.0. 
25...dO. cece 





12 per cent....| 


25,992 |. 
39,517 |. 
17,517 |. 
164,560 |. 
255,901 |. 
1,474,756 |. 
511,335 
11,236 |. 
9 |. 
10,494 
40, 400 





+ These are now chargeable with an ad valorem rate of duty, and the declared value is $683,739. 


Cores cross 


eee eerseece 


seer wees eese 


eeeeeeeesee 
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STATEMENT—Continued. 








Articles. 


| 


| 


Rate of duty. 


Am’t of duty. 


Rate of duty 
under the act of 
May 22, 1824. 


Am’t of duty. 








Paying a specific rate of duty—Continued. 

1, 120,523 
261,398 

2,711,153 

1,619, 934 


Teas, souchong..... seseseeseeosccssecaces seeeePOUNAse +++} 
imperial ......-++++ oseeee eseccsesoes 
hyson and young hyson 


Hyson Skin ...... coeeseceee seceveveceeecers do 


Coffee. seecceccccccccccscccccsecscesenes seeeeMOeceeee! 29, 746, 319 
COCOD..eeeeeesscesceeseceeses tc eeeeeeeeseeeecees do. ay 1, 765,172 
Chocolate .ccccccccsccccccccccccccccccessccs cece sAOocccee | 1,571 
Sugar, brown ........+0 pike epi iaiaiakints eee | 57,190,727 
Rs iscssccscveses icannnkaeese inesoneneee do......| 9,937,883 
CANAY .cccccccccceececerecsceevsesesesececs ee 662 
Fruits, almonds.......+ssseeeeeeeeeeees weed0......| 329,375 
SRAKMEES, 555s 5s 000s e'0sssoesen>ansessosas@0sce.s.1 147,990 
PIUNES .....eeeeee Epecaassn seep erekboasenn ses 168,816 
N1gS ..rccccccccccccce 000000 o0seeccee eccccee 0.20000} 665, 014 
raisins, in jars .......e+++ Sececcccccescccees d0...0% 1,915,915 
all other.......+ eccccees cuenees deabinnss coeeGO.cceee| 2,294,482 
Candles, tallow .....seeceesecececccceses ese eeeeer DOisses 60, 108 


2,539 
38, 648 


WAX ANd SPETM....-ceveveccesecceee 


Cheese .....+.- PYTTSTTTITTTT Tree eee 
Soap .....ccccccccvcssccesccece pes pees eens ses ccee WOe.cees 179,507 
Tallow. ..cccceccccccccscccscsccccccccccsseces eee edOseeees 204, 923 





Spices, mace..... a ee 6,786 
NULMEZS... +e eeeeee beakoeunnsonenssansesacsOps 27,894 
CINNAMON «2. ee eeeeeeeseeececs eeeeee ceeceeedOeceee 39,697 
CLOVES... 0c cccecesccccccccccccccssscseceeesdOseeeee 72, 587 
pepper ..... cccces Decccccccccccceoccce Meisivent 799, 225 
PIMENtO.......crceccccce covevcccceseccsesdOeccoes | 737,180 
CREM 5. c0.cwasenne.cncs esse enesseccseessnesO0cose5s 751,738 

SS oe Fs se | 464, 960 

Cotton .......+ PrPerrre Trier reer ere seeeeeedOseeeee| 341,651 

Tobacco, manufactured .......ceeeeeeecsceseseeeesdOsseees 1, 967 


258 
29,746 
123, 169 


GUNPOWAET, ....ceereccerceeccesecssccees. ces 
Bristles.... 


eee eeeecesesesesesese sesssesseseseseslilsssece 


GIUC occcccccccccccccccccccccccc cece cccccccsvccece MB sssses 50,510 
ONDER, Fo. 00000 ces 0000 spkemehebues sosdnenees iscsi: 403, 222 

RG siscarvevace iebcelsiiens ee ere | 25,599 
i isibe Mia TER BEBE poi ona sicc0sscdiessaesssensscexs do......| 3,127,219 


Whiting and Paris white ........++eeee0- ccc ccccceOcccees 223, 250 


Lead, Pigs ...eccccccccee secccccssccescccsvcseces -d0.....) 1,661,375 
SNOL ...cccccccccccesees covves secccese 00dO..0000 571,180 
Cables, tarred....... sees eeececeeeee seseeccceceees Messed 335, 680 
MRORIOE copncnvesss ceecenwsebbesesons ee 48, 409 

NE Sis is saicehinlaasiabinidikherdsinintunch a | 181,934 
Tron and steel, Wire ..csseecccercccccccccesscsesessdOseeece | 541, 121 
PeRcdicsinavceccasevanstincsesissinesce | 139,681 

NAS. ..cececcecccsesccssecsscescessdO reeves | 309, 969 

spikes..... SS ee 69, 037 
ANCHOSS....00ccccccvcvccccccvcccccccscccessccesesdescees 89,584 
Sheet, rod, and hoop iron .......ceseceeeceesveceecCWheeeeee! 26, 382 


2,954,784 pounds......eseeeseee 


Bars, rolled .. 102,114 





hammered ........ ccccccccccccccccccccce coeOoccees 240, 398 
NS bain st NibihmensankenicnbaerminasessbuDiaiees 15,004 
Tron, in Pigs .....cccccccccsecccccceccsovcvers socces do......| 13,543 

CASTINGS* 0... cccccccccccscvescvececcvesessessAOsccecelocceveeees eee 
EE pitti caudichiclacans askeesan ikke sabekiebndebent 46,673 
MAIS eivinnsbtwuscnaheakuetkekennetonwncedl Pesccist 462 
COpPPeras ...ccccccccccvcsecvcsesvccvees : ceBO.ccese] 8,789 
EEE LTS 


Coal...seesees 672, 310 


Wish Coreign, WHOA ..6<.500500000s000s 00000000 s0ftlibtals s0| 650 
salmon......-- cocees cocccccccccccces cccee sDAITElS. oo.) 3,284 
mackerel ....... knceakes iKcdsinninan bail icisest 1,168 


74 
8,255 


all other..... eeeccecceces 
Glass, bottles.....+.+++++ see cere cree eereeeessees ZTOSS..+.4| 


WINKOW 00 cccccccccces cocccee cccceccccce 100 feet. ..| 4, 806 
BOOtS....000-cscsccvccccssscccccs cess cecece veces pairs..... 41 
BHOES ...0ccccccccccece tecnccescccece sneoh ene GO. ss00 | 4,099 


CIZAIE oc ccccecee oeebensece Sone eens bees osasosiencces __ Opry es 
Cards, playing............ pnieicind este ecccs| 3,853 


Peete reser esioseeeese 


Brought forward, amount of ad valorem duties 


eerlecesece 








| 
j 


| 
| 


O ee ee eeeres serene 


| 


eeeeees 


| 
| 
| 


25 per pound) 
50...d0.....! 


eeeee! 


Booch. cee 


oe 
} 





eeeee 


eeeee 


} p. pound 
4...d0..... 


Bi cOi sess 
° 


50 per cwt.. 
1 50 per cwt .| 


wr 
dOens 


seeee 





| 
2 00.. do. +++.) 


1 00 p. quintal.| 
2 00 per barrel.| 
1 50...do.....| 
1 00...d0..... 
1 44 per gross.| 

| 


Various rates.. 
$1 50 per pair.. 
Various rates.,| 
| $2 50 per M....| 


30 per pack. | 


| 


| 
| 


* Vide forward. 


$280, 131 
130,699 
1,084, 461 
453, 582 
1,487,316 
35, 303 
47 

1, 715,722 
397,515 
73 
9,881 
4,440 
5,065 
19, 950 
51,477 
45,889 
1,803 
152 
3,478 
55385 
2,049 
6, 786 
16, 736 
9,924 
18, 147 
63,938 
44,230 
45, 104 
69,744 
10,249 
196 

31 
2,379 
3,695 
2, 525 
4,032 
384 
93,816 
2,232 
16,613 
11, 423 
10,070 
1,936 
75277 
38, 878 
6,288 
12, 399 
2,071 
1,791 
65,955 
153,171 
180,299 
15,004 
6,772 


70,009 
934 


6,568 
1,752 

374 
11,844 
14,034 

62 

1,148 

29, 377 
1,156 

10, 269,003 
5,564, 776 











15,833, 779 





25 per cent.... 
50......d0..... 
40... 00000. cree 
2B. 0 0reedO. cece 
See eee. eeee 
Q.cccecdOs cree 
4.0008 
BiscvcclOscccs 
4..000edO.o0.. 
BE ss cnnsGOs dese 
DisesesOscces 
3.00000. oeee 
4. 00ccdO. voce 
BiveeeedO.ceee 
400+ 00000. 0000 
BicvcesllOssoss 
5.0 000cdO. cece 
Bi oc 0cAO. cece 
D.. occcEOsccce 
4. 00ccO.coee 
Asc cencllOscece 
100.....d0..... 
60......d0..... 
25.0 00ecdO.eeee 
Woo ceecdO. cece 
BivsseclO. coc 
Bie ccechOe veces 
G.ccces8Os cece 
ADixisicesOs secs 
SicseeslOrecee 
10..:000c8O.e00. 
8..0000dOcecce. 
Boe 0cccdOs ovee 
Lo. 0000. ooee 
1. ccccdO. cece 
1h...00dO..eee 
Ain s00cGOe seas 
Li.scscOseese 
Doe c0ccdO.coce 
Shove eedO.ooee 
SoocvceOccoce 
Soe 00eedO, coe 
5 per cent.... 
See 0cccOs cece 
4B. cxnslOccece 
PrsieeselOvesve 


-| §0 03 per pound 


1 50 per cwt.. 
90...d0..... 
00...do.... 
50...d0..+6. 


_ 


75 per ewt.. 
2 50...do..... 
2 00..,do.... 
20...d0..... 
6...d0..... 
1 00 p. quintal. 
2 00 per barrel. 
1 50...do..... 
1 00...do..... 
2 00 per gross. 
Various rates.. 
$1 50 per pair.. 
Various rates.. 
$2 50 per M.... 
30 per pack. 


_ 


Core ere eseres 


$280, 131 
130,699 
1,084, 461 
453, 582 
1, 487, 316 
35,5303 
63 
1,715,722 
397, 515 
73 

9,881 
4,440 
6,753 
19,950 
76,637 
68, 834 
3,005 
152 
3,478 
7,180 
2,049 

6, 786 
16,736 
9,924 

18, 147 
63, 938 
44,230 
45,104 
69,744 


384 
125,089 
2,232 
33,226 
19, 991 
13, 427 
2, 420 
9,097 
38, 878 
6,984 
15, 498 
2,761 


88,643 
153, 171 
216, 358 

15,004 

6,772 


seee eee esesesia 


81,678 
1,155 
17,578 
676,695 
40, 338 
650 
6,568 
1,752 
374 


Increase in 
amount of 


| duties, 


———— 
ime eee 
| sis 





19,160 
22,945 
1,202 


1,795 





Se eerene 





| 
[tee eeeeevens 


| 
| 
[eee eeeceees 


[eee were eens 


| 31,273 


Serres eceres 


16,613 
8,568 
3,957 

484 
1,820 


696 





| 11,669 


8,789 
6,723 


sere eeernere 


| 
joeee 
| 


eeereeeosoee 
| 
lescecccesere 


4,696 


| 
| 
| 








10,531,515 
6, 782, 529 


262, 512 








17,314,044 


| 
| 
| 
| 1,217,753 


1, 480, 965 
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STATEMENT—Continued. 














Articles. Value. Rate of duty. | Am/’t of duty.| Rate of duty | Am/’t of duty.| Increase in 
under the act of amount of 
May 22, 1624, duties. 
Paying a specific rate of duty—Continued. 
There were not any materials from which to form an exact 
statement of the increase of the duties on the following 
articles in consequence of some of the articles having 
formerly paid an ad valorem, which now pay a specific 
rate of duty, and, from other alterations in the mode of 
charging the duties, it has been necessary to have recourse 
to estimates thereof, which estimates, being founded on 
the best information which it was practicable to obtain, 
are respectfully submitted as an approximation only to 
the true amounts: 
25 p. ct. cotton. 
ink: eacbaoeone iia anupninassacibes 523,821 | 20 oe 104, 764 { i 137,350 32, 586 
Woolen and cotton hose $523, 821 per cent $104, 76 Sa 0: eee $137, $32, 
35 p. ct. vessels. 
Copper, (chiefly Vessels)...++esesseeeeeeees pid victhakaicnas 56,112 | 25......d0..... 14, 028 { cacoldiied i 19,639 5,611 
276,542 | 20......do 55,208 f eee } 110,616 55,308 
GlasSS WAKE... ccceccccccccccccccccescccccccccecees desiceeesse 9542 | 20..... -do.. ) Semone 5 9 
50 per cent.....{ ) 
Ccccccccccccece ecccccccccccccccccce 0 30... 006.dO..00 150, 4 248, 830 98, 401 
Hats, caps, and bonnets 501, 430 do 50, 429 $09. et. 00. i 9 9 
: ‘ = _ (| 168p. ct. vessels} 9 
Iron castings, (chiefly vessels,) 12,833 CWt...eccecccceeeccec[eccecccecceees 75 cts, per cwt. 9, 625 { 100 p. et. other. i 19,250 625 
Paper, (it is presumed that the duty will not be increased, 
but rather diminished, if any alteration)...... see eceveers 78,268 | 30 per cent.... 23,480 | Var. rates p. Ib. 23,480 Joccccccccece 
16,191,413 |..... egecccccces 17, 873, 209 1,681, 796 























Schedule of articles not enumerated, which, under the former tariff, paid an 


ad valorem rate of duty, at the 


several rates stated herein, viz: 


SEVEN AND A HALF PER CENT. 


Acid, muriatic. 
Acid, nitric. 
Acid, sulphuric. 
Annatto. 
Dyeing drugs, and materials for composing dye— 
Argol, 
Berries, yellow, 
Cochineal, 
Cream of tartar, 
Crude tartar, 
Cudbear, 
Curcuma, 
Galls, 
Madders, 
Paints used mainly for this purpose, 
Rocou, 


Dyeing drugs, and materials for composing dye— 
Safflower, 
Tumeric, 
Woad, 
Wine lees, 
Sumach. 
Gum, Arabic. 
Gum, Senegal. 
Laces of silk or thread—Alengon, Brussels, blond, 
tulle. 
Lace veils and shawls. 
Paste work. 
Saltpetre. 
Verdigris. 
Vitriol, blue. 
Watches of all kinds and parts of watches. 


FIFTEEN PER CENT. 


Acid, acetic. 

Acid, benzoic. 

Arrack, cherry rum, noyeau, ratafia, and other liqueurs. 

Bark, alcornoque. 

Battledores. 

Beef, dried, smoked, or jerked. 

Black, Frankfort. 

Black, ivory. 

Black, lamp. 

Blacking. 

Bone, whale, and manufactures of. 

Books, printed, charts, drawings, maps, engravings, 

__ etchings, pamphlets, music, paintings. 

Bricks and building stones, tiles, and slates. 

Butter. 

Catgut. 

Cayenne pepper. 

ement, Roman. 

Chemical salts and preparations. 

Chestnuts and cocoa nuts, and shells of ditto; also, 
all fruits not preserved in brandy or sugar. 

Clocks. 

Colors, water, for painting, chalk, white, red, crayons, 
and all other paints not used as dyeing drugs. 


VOL. V 23 B 





Coral. 

Copal, and varnishes of all kinds. 

Corks, manufactured. 

Down and feathers of all kinds, for beds. 

Drugs, medicinal, of all kinds, minerals, barks, 
gums, oils, resins, roots, and plants, and 
their tinctures. 

Elephants’ teeth and ivory of all kinds manufactured 
therefrom, or from bone. 

Enamel. 

Essences and essential oils not used as perfumes. 

Fire crackers. 

Fish, herring or salmon, smoked. 

Flints. 

Flour, grain, and pulse of all kinds, malt, bran, starch. 

Furs, dressed. 

Ginger. 

Ginseng. 

Gold-leaf. 

Gunny bags. 

Hair, horse. 

Hair cloth and seating 

Hair powder. 
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Hams, pork, lard, sausages, meats, and reindeers’ 
tongues, and fish sounds. 

Honey. 

Hops. 

Horns, horn plates and tips, and lanthorn leaves, 
manufactured or not. 

India rubber. 

Ink of all kinds. 

Iron, old. 

Isinglass. 

Jewelry, mock, if not gilt or plated. 

Jostick. 

Leaves of trees of all kinds, unwrought. 

Lents. 

Lime. 

Lint. 

Licorice. 

Macaroni. 

Madras handkerchiefs of the bark of a tree. 

Marble, and manufactures of marble, and of alabaster, 
plaster, or porphyry. 

Mercury, crude, and in its preparations. 

Mica or talc. 

Millstones. 

Mother of pearl 

Muffs and tippets. 

Oakum. 

Oiled cloth, not floor cloth. 

Oils, animal, and all expressed and essential, not 
used as perfumes. 

Onions, potatoes, and all other vegetables. 


Ores, metallic, minerals, metals, and their oxides, 

Oysters. 

Pipes, of clay. 

Pots, blue. 

Pongees. 

Pounce. 

Prunella shoes. 

Pumice. 

Quills. 

Rice. 

Rouge. 

Sago and tapioca. 

Seeds, garden. 

Snuff-boxes, of paper, tortoise-shell, horn, or wood, 
or ivory lined with tortoise-shell. 

Soy. 

Sponge. 

Stones, American grind, hones and oil, rotten and 
touch, and whet-stones. 

Sirop. 

Time-pieces. 

Tobacco, unmanufactured. 

Toys not under other rates. 

Turtles, live. 

Tortoise-shell, and manufactures of. 

Vermicelli. 

Vinegar. 

Vitriol, white. 

Wax, bees’. 

Wax, sealing. 

Wax, shoemakers’. 


TWENTY PER CENT. 


Blue, Prussian. 

Buckles of all kinds. 
Button-moulds. 

Buttons of mother of pearl. 
Gilt wares of all kinds. 
Hardware, not specified. 
Japanned ware. 

Lead, and manufactures of. 


Loadstone. 

Plated ware. 

Pins. 

Printing types. 

Quadrants, sextants, hour-glasses, telescopes, kalei- 
doscopes. 

Snuff-boxes, of tin. 

Trusses. 


TWENTY-FIVE PER CENT. 


Cashmere shawls and gown patterns. 
Coach and harness furniture. 
Plated saddlery and harness. 


Silver plated wares, 
Toys, of copper chiefly. 


THIRTY PER CENT. 


Almond paste. 

Anchovies and sardines. 

Artificial flowers. 

Balsam, medicinal. 

Balsam, cosmetic. 

Baskets and basket carriages. 

Bellows. 

Brandied fruits. 

Brooms. 

Brushes. 

Cabinet ware and chairs. 

Canes and walking-sticks. 

Capers. 

Carraway, oil of. 

Cards, visiting. 

Carpeting and mats of straw or flag. 

Cariages of all descriptions. 

Cashmere gowns, ready made. 

Clothing, ready made, and Guernsey frocks. 

Cloths, painted floor. 

Confectionary and sweetmeats, in brandy and sugar. 

Cosmetics and washes. 

Cut-glass. 

Dolls, dressed or undressed. 

Drawing pencils. 

Essential oils and essences used as perfumes, and 
perfumery and pomatums. 

Fans. 


Feathers, ornamental. 

Harps, hautboys, and other musical instruments, 
principally of wood. 

Hobby-horses. 

Leather, and all articles whereof leather is the article 
of chief value; laced boots, gloves, harness, 
bridles, and saddles. 

Millinery of all kinds, and head-dresses and ostrich 
feathers. 

Mustard. 

Sallad oil. 

Paint brushes. 

Paper hangings. 

Parasols and umbrellas, and frames for ditto. 

Parchment and vellum. 

Pasteboard. 

Pickles. 

Pocket-books. 

Rules, of wood. 

Snuff-boxes of wood of any kind. 

Straw plait. 

Tamarinds. 

Tinctures, odoriferous, not medicinal. 

Toys, of wood chiefly. 

Wafers. 

Whips. 

Wood, all manufactures of. 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register of the Treasury. 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, December 30, 1824. 
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STOCK UNDER THE ACT OF MAY 24, 1824, FOR A LOAN OF FIVE MILLIONS OF DOLLARS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 17, 1825. 


To the House of Representatives of the United States: 


In compliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 28th ultimo, “requesting the 
President to inform the House what terms were offered by applicants for the stock created by the act of 
the 24th of May last, and by whom such terms were offered,” I herewith transmit a report from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, with accompanying papers, which contain the information called for. 

JAMES MONROE. 


Wasuineton, January 17, 1825. 





Treasury DepaRTMENT, January 5, 1825. 


Sir: In obedience to your reference to this Department of a resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives of the 28th ultimo, “requesting the President to inform the House what terms were offered by 
applicants for the stock created by the act of the 24th of May last, and by whom such terms were offered,” 
I have the honor to report, that the awards to the payment of which the proceeds of that stock were to 
be applied were payable so short a time after the power was given to make the loan that proposals were 
not invited by public notice, and that no individual offers for the stock were made. The only proposal 
offered was the Bank of the United States, which was for the whole amount at par, and which was 
accepted by the President, as appears by the accompanying papers. These contain all the information 
called for by the resolution, and in the possession of this Department. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 

The Present of the United States. 





Senate CuamBer, May 26, 1824. 


My Dear Sir: I am informed that you wish an expression of opinion from me, whether the interest of 
the United States could be better promoted than by making a sale to the Bank of the United States of 
the stock to be created to provide for the awards of the Commissioners under the treaty with Spain, at an 
interest of 44 per cent. per annum; in consequence of which I with readiness state to you that I doubt 
if it would be practicable to obtain the loan at a lower rate of interest from any other source, and that, 
if to this be added the incidental interest which the United States have in the bank from the ownership 
of one-fifth of its capital, there can, in my mind, be no question but it must be more for the advantage of 
the Government to make the negotiation with the bank than in any other way. 

In giving this opinion you will allow me further to state that such an arrangement would greatly 
accommodate the claimants under the treaty, in whose favor awards have been rendered by the Commis- 
sioners, and that I am personally included among this number. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
J. LLOYD. 


N. Biopre, Esq. 





Hovse or Representatives, May 26. 


My Dear Sm: In consequence of your inquiry this morning I beg leave to say that, on the discussion 
of the bill for paying the Spanish awards in the House of Representatives, it seemed to be the opinion of 
a great majority that the treaty stipulated for payment upon making of the awards. That was the 
ground on which a motion to postpone the bill to the next session was successfully opposed. It is, I 
believe, the universal expectation of the claimants and their agents to receive their money as soon as the 
awards are made. 

With very great respect, yours, 
D. WEBSTER. 


N. Biwpte, Esq., President of the United States Bank. 





MEMORANDUM. 


The Bank of the United States offers to lend to the Government five millions of dollars, at four and 
one-half per cent., reimbursable after the Ist of January, 1832, say seven and a half years. 

These terms are more advantageous than could be offered by any other person, for this reason: the 
Government is proprietor of one-fifth of the capital of the bank. It has, therefore, seven millions of 
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dollars of its funds, which the bank is managing to the best advantage it can, but which, in the present 
state of business throughout the country, and the great amount of rival capital seeking investment in 
private loans, it cannot employ safely and profitably to the full extent of which they are susceptible; and 
as, without diminishing in the least its discounts, the bank is able to take the loan, the interest gained 
by it is so much clear profit to the bank and the Government. 
The amount of that profit may be thus estimated: 
ae EE IRENE NT CNN 5 icin oo ink cnn conse wd inen teases cesses snceercecgeses 350,000 
But as the bank, in the course of its dealings, has received in pledges to it, for bad debts, 
37,889 shares, which are now transferred to it, and on which it retains the dividends, 
these pledges operate in fact as a reduction to that amount of its capital. Deduct these 


Ses foe yee Ct Cee oe OU oe cay ke ORE GASTRON EE POSS RWS ERK 37,889 
And the efficient capital will actually consist of shares................00.005. 312,111 
Now, the number of shares owned by the Government is..............--220e eee 70,000 
The whole interest on the five millions, at 44 per cent., then, being............... $225,000 
The number of shares among which this profit is to be divided................... 312,111 
Noa eee SEER EWR A RN SR RESO 70,000 
The proportion of these $225,000 which will be received on these shares by the 
re eee er ee ere rT eer er eee ee eee $50,462 
The consequence is that, although the Government nominally pays..............0.....0005 $225,000 
| UTE C TT PETE TTT EEE TEL LTE TTT ETT eee 50,462 
ee eG, Se ee, Bh ee GO The Tive WTR ENG... ws oo oso ness iss nereseeenscswscowe 174,538 


_—_—___. 


That is, a fraction under 33 per cent., which would be $175,000. 

No individual and no other company could take it at that rate. 

No individual and no other company could lend five millions at an interest of $225,000, and then 
repay every six months $25,231 of that interest. 

Again, these dividends of $50,462 would, during the seven and a half years’ continuance of the loan, 
amount to $378,465, a sum equivalent to a premium, which no one in the present state of the moneyed 
concerns of the country could offer, being an actual bonus of 6,4, per cent. 

N. BIDDLE. 


Wasnineton, May 26, 1824. 





Wasurineton, May 26, 1824. 


Sir: I have the honor to offer, on the part of the Bank of the United States, to purchase the stock, to 
the amount of five millions of dollars, which you are authorized to issue by the act of Congress, to 
provide for the awards of the Commissioners under the treaty with Spain; the rate of purchase to be 
one hundred dollars in money for every one hundred dollars of stock, bearing an interest of four and a 
half per cent. per annum, payable quarter-yearly; the money to be placed to the credit of the United 
States at the bank in Philadelphia on the 8th day of June next, and the stock to bear interest from 
that day. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours, 
N. BIDDLE, President of the Bank of the United States. 


Hon. Wm. H. Crawrorp, Secretary of the Treasury. 





The proposition made by Nicholas Biddle, President of the Bank of the United States, is accepted, 
and the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby instructed to take the necessary measures to carry it into 





effect. 
JAMES MONROE. 
18tH Coneress. | No. 721. [2p Session. 











REMISSION OF DUTIES ON GOODS TAKEN BY THE ENEMY. 





COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 18, 1825. 


The Committee of Ways and Means, to whom was referred the petition of Paul Chase, praying to be 
relieved from the payment of a balance of three thousand two hundred dollars, with expenses due 
to the United States, on judgments recovered in the Federal Court for the District of Georgia, against 
Paul Chase and his security, Samuel Clark, have had the same under consideration, and report: 


That the petitioner was, prior to and during the late war with Great Britain, engaged in mercantile 
operations in the town and port of St. Mary’s, in the State of Georgia; that at the time said town was 
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taken possession of by the British forces under the command of Admiral Cockburn, the petitioner had in 
possession in his store in said town a large amount of foreign merchandise, which he had then recently 
imported into the United States, for the duties on which he had given bonds at the custom-house, with 
Samuel Clark security, on which bonds judgments were subsequently recovered. That the petitioner had 
volunteered to defend the country against the invasion by the said British forces, and thus rendered 
himself personally obnoxious to the enemy; that his absence from the town of St. Mary’s at the time it 
was entered by the enemy (being then in the service of the United States) deprived him of the oppor- 
tunity he would otherwise have had of removing said merchandise to a place of security; and that said 
merchandise, a large amount of which remained in the original packages, was plundered from the store 
of the petitioner, shipped by the enemy, and carried out of the United States. The petitioner therefore 
prays relief from the payment of the balance due on said judgments, which he alleges is equal to the 
amount of duties on the merchandise thus carried off by the enemy. 

The committee are of opinion that the object of the Government in laying duties on foreign mer- 
chandise imported into the United States is to raise a revenue for the support of Government, on foreign 
merchandise actually consumed within the United States. They cannot, therefore, conceive why the 
unfortunate petitioner, who lost the whole amount of merchandise for the duties on which said judgments 
now exist against him, should not be entitled to the relief prayed for, when, by provisions of your revenue 
laws, the more fortunate and (perhaps) less patriotic merchant who reships an equal amount of merchan- 
dise, with promising prospects of profit, is entitled to the benefit of drawback to an amount equal to the 
amount of relief prayed for, especially as the merchandise plundered from the petitioner was reshipped 
by the enemy and carried out of the United States, and as the loss of the petitioner was probably induced 
by his hostility to the enemy. The committee are aware that the benefit of drawback is allowed with a 
view to the encouragement of commerce. As the merchandise in question was carried out of the United 
States by the enemy the petitioner is not entitled to relief on that ground, for as much as such reship- 
ment did not tend to the encouragement of commerce, yet as the act of the Government (over which the 
petitioner had no control) induced those relations with Great Britain which led to the capture and loss of 
said merchandise and deprived the petitioner of the opportunity of exporting said merchandise to the 
encouragement of commerce and with a view to the benefit of drawback, no argument can be drawn 
thence opposed to the relief prayed for, because the petitioner would have had and might have used the 
privilege of claiming the benefit of drawback but for such capture and loss. 

On a full view of all the circumstances connected with this case, the committee are of opinion that 
the relief prayed for ought to be granted, especially if the petitioner’s loss was occasioned by his hostility 
and opposition to the enemy, which the committee think probable. 

The committee therefore report a bill. 





To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 


The petition of Paul Chase respectfully showeth: That your petitioner was, previous to and during 
the late war with Great Britain, doing business as a merchant at St. Mary’s, in the State of Georgia, and 
in the habit of importing various kinds of merchandise at said port, all of which was duly entered at the 
custom-house, by which means your petitioner became indebted to the United States in a sum of more 
than $10,000 for duties on goods so imported. That your petitioner was so engaged in trade when the 
southern part of the State of Georgia was invaded by the enemy, at which time your petitioner entered 
as a volunteer under the command of Colonel Scott, having his store and property then in it in charge of 
a person in his employment. When the enemy took possession of the town of St. Mary’s your petitioner’s 
store was, in common with others who were at the time absent, rifled of its contents and the property 
carried off by the enemy. 

Your petitioner further sets forth that the enemy took from his store upwards of $10,000 value in 
goods, $7,000 value of which was in the original packages, as imported, and on which he had secured 
the duties by giving bonds for the amount at the custom-house. 

Your petitioner applied to the Treasury Department, setting forth the circumstances of his case and 
praying to be relieved from the payment of the duties on the goods taken by the enemy and an extension 
of time on the payment of the duties really due; to that petition your petitioner never received an 
answer. <A short time after your petitioner was informed by William Davies, Esq., District Attorney for 
the State of Georgia, that he had taken judgments on all the bonds by order of Alexander J. Dallas, Esq., 
and unless they were paid he must proceed to the sale of your petitioner’s remaining little property. 
Your petitioner, being unable to pay, from the loss of his property, was obliged to submit to the sale and 
consequent sacrifice of his property, which the depression of commerce had so reduced in value that 
your petitioner’s property was sacrificed for less than half its cost. In consequence of these circum- 
stances your petitioner’s property was found insufficient to pay the bonds. Your petitioner’s property 
being thus taken, he concluded he would be permitted to pursue his business and maintain his family by 
his exertion and industry, without any impediment being thrown in the way by the United States 
Government. Your petitioner has the painful necessity to state that he has lately received information 
from Mr. Samuel Clark, of St. Mary’s, that all his property has been levied on by the marshal and is to 
be sold to satisfy those judgments as security on my bonds. 

Your petitioner therefore preys that your honorable body will take his case into their consideration 
and grant him relief from the payment of the remaining $3,200, together with the expenses that may 
accrue, which is scarcely the amount of duties on the goods taken by the enemy which were in the 


original packages as imported, and as in duty bound your petitioner will ever pray. 
PAUL CHASE. 





State or Lovurstana, City of New Orleans. 


Be it known that on the 22d day of November, in the year 1823, before me, Greenbury Ridgely 
Stringer, notary public in and for the city of New Orleans, duly commissioned, personally came and 
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appeared Paul Chase, to me, notary, well known, who, at his own request, having been by me, notary, 
duly sworn according to law, did depose that the facts stated and set forth in the foregoing petition 
subscribed by him are true in every particular. In faith whereof I grant these presents under my 


signature and seal of office the day and year aforesaid. 
G. R. STRINGER, Notary Public. 





Grorcia, Camden County, ss. 

Personally appeared Captain Charles Deshon, who, being duly sworn, doth depose and say that in the 
latter part of the year 1814, and early in the year 1815, he resided in the town of St. Mary’s, State and 
county aforesaid; that his business at said time frequently caused his being in the store of Captain Paul 
Chase, at said St. Mary’s; that this deponent resided in said St. Mary’s during the occupation of it by 
the British forces under the command of Admiral Cockburn, in January, 1815; that at the time said 
forces took possession of said St. Mary’s said Chase had had in his store a large amount of foreign 
merchandise which he then had recently imported from Amelia Island, and which merchandise was 
plundered from his store by said British forces and by them shipped and sent out of this country; and 
that the store of said Chase, during the occupation of said St. Mary’s by said British forces, was used by 


the main guard of said forces. 
CHARLES DESHON. 


Sworn to before me this 20th of November, 1823. 
M. H. HEBBARD, J. P. 





Grorcta, Camden County, ss. 

Personally appeared Joseph Dorr, who, being duly sworn, doth depose and say that he has resided in 
the town of St. Mary’s, State and county aforesaid, for the last twenty-eight years past; that he resided 
in said St. Mary’s in January, 1815, when the British forces under the command of Admiral Cockburn 
took possession of said St. Mary’s, and that he continued in said town during the occupation thereof by 
said forces; that at the time when said forces took possession of said town Captain Paul Chase had in 
his store in said town a large amount of foreign merchandise, which said Chase had then recently imported 
from Amelia Island, and which merchandise was plundered from his store by said British forces and by 
them shipped and sent out of this country in January, 1815, and that the store of Chase, during the 


occupation of said St. Mary’s by said British forces, was used by the main guard of said forces. 
JOSEPH DORR. 


Sworn to before me this 20th of November, 1823. 
M. H. HEBBARD, J. P. 


Grorera, Campen County, town of St. Mary's, November 21, 18238. 
I do hereby certify that M. H. Hebbard is one of the justices of the peace for the county of Camden 
and State aforesaid, and that the foregoing are his proper signatures. 
WILLIAM GIBSON, 
One of the Justices of the Inferior Court of the County and State aforesaid, 
and Intendant of the town of St. Mary’s. 





Srare or Geore1a, Camden County. 

Personally appeared before William Gibson, Esq., Intendant of the town of St. Mary’s, John Boog, 
who, being duly and solemnly sworn, sayeth, that in the month of December, 1814, he was in the store of 
Captain Paul Chase, in St. Mary’s, where he saw a large quantity of bale goods, which he was informed, 
and verily believes, was recently imported from Fernandina, in East Florida; and that on the 13th of 
January, 1815, the British forces took possession of St. Mary’s; that on the following day he, the deponent, 
was taken prisoner, when he saw the store of Captain Chase occupied by the main guard of the British 
troops, having, as he understood and believes, been first plundered of its contents by the enemy. 


JOHN BOOG. 


Sworn to this 10th of December, 1823, before me. 
WILLIAM GIBSON, JIntendant. 





Srate or Georcta, Camden County. 


_ Personally appeared Whipple Aldrick, who, being duly sworn, doth depose and say that he was a 
resident of the town of St, Mary’s, Georgia, at the time said place was taken possession of by the British 











1825.] BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 183 








in January, 1815; that the day after the arrival of their troops they took possession of the stores 
generally in said town, and among the number was the store of Captain Paul Chase, which they entered, 
and either that day or the day thereafter took therefrom some boxes, the value of which I could not 
declare, neither do I know the amount of property which was in the store at the time, but believe they 
(the British under the immediate command of Captain Jackson) took all that the store contained, let it 
be more or less, and they retained possession of said store until they evacuated the place. 

WHIPPLE ALDRICK. 


Sworn to before me this 13th of December, 1823. 
M. H. HEBBARD, J. P. 





Srare or Georc1a, Camden County. 


I do hereby certify that in the years 1814 and 1815 I had command of a company of the militia of 
this State, being the company of the 29th district; that during said period of time Captain Paul Chase, 
merchant of St. Mary’s, State and county aforesaid, volunteered his services in said company and served 


in the same under my command. 
WILLIAM MICKLIN. 
Sr. Mary’s, December 22, 1823. 
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TRANSACTIONS OF THE BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 21, 1825. 


Treasury Department, January 20, 1825. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 17th instant, I have the 
honor to transmit the statements (twelve in number) which have been received at this Department from 
the Bank of the United States, embracing the transactions of that institution for the year 1824. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 


Hon. Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
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Cr. 





| | 
| $10,874,014 88 | 























Funded debt, (various)....... Tr) i | 
Bills discounted, personal security ....... | $24,147,340 39 | 
funded debt...... Sener! 195,698 97 | | 

bank stock.......+s+++ | 6,729,772 ® | 

| | 30,972,812 28 | 

Domestic bills of exchange......++++++++ la pieoeen eens eis | 2,388,737 83 | 
Foreign bills of exchange......++e+ese+++ |eeseeeeees See 34, 890 87 | 
Baring Brothers & Co.......++- o cccc cece jtereeeeeeeeeeees | 1,400,176 37 | 
Hope & Co. .seececececcseces ceccececece jreseeeeeeees cove 467 60 | 
Real estate ..... cecccccces eee IRC: 1,224,079 82 | 
Mortgages, &C.....eeeeeeeeeee coccce cocelececccccceccceee 120,700 00 | 
Due from Bank United States and offices.| 14,423,040 41 | 
State banks.......+.. seceseees| 1,394,754 57 | | 

| 15,817,794 98 | 

RE I Bivccencesecinsiceslessntersccies we| 1,967,332 08 | 
Debt due by United States...........0000/eee0e vceranw ‘a 5,267 32 | 
BOPMICIPMPIES 65 oink suansdssecwossssanscon|eacsn siapcceses’ | 501,099 90 | 
Banking-houses, bonus, &C.....0.eeeeeee|eosencees eo cccees | 1, 872, 412 68 | 
EEXPCNS€S. 0000 ccccccccccsccccccccccesces|ccccccccccsccece| 45, 262 97 
Foreign exchange account..... ec cccecccclcocccccccccc cece 89, 662 56 | 
Cash notes Bank United States and offices} 6,668,215 56 | | 
State banks...... eoeccccces 835,179 83 

WR veitidsssiccissemessemioscecn| ECO! 
| 13,777,061 69 | 

pened 

80,391,774 13 | 





|| Deposits on account of public officers... 





Capita] stock........ Occ ccccccccccescccclececs eo 0ecccccees 
| 

PORES ABNER 5 io siviscensauee'ee tee eeee eens) eeees Sieies = 

Dividends unclaimed..... seubiewedecnns i heeiseiwaeeseuier 


Discount, exchange, and interest........|seccccccsscccece 
Profit and loss and contingent interest...|. 


COMUPONE TINE Ss ccchewsiesonecssesess|oaes gids boa Seae 
Due to Bank United States and offices ..| $14, 409,374 70 | 

State banks .....20 cscoce woeee 796,548 59 | 
Loan from Baring Brothers & Co........ Serre cocece 


Deposits on account of Treasurer United 
SURES oc csscese 
Deduct overdrafts.......+. 


7,747,333 36 
93,587 01 | 





individuals...... 





7,653, 746 35 
1,346, 403 37 
4,047,868 76 | 


—<— 








$34,995,919 63 
11,671,787 46 
159, 469 32 
194,414 47 
271,708 19 

3, 823,533 29 


15,205,923 99 
1,020,000 00 


13,048,018 48 


—_—_—_——— 


80, 391,774 13 








BaNK OF THE UNITED States, February 6, 1824. 


THOMAS WILSON, Cashier. 
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BANK 


OF THE UNITED STATES. 
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Dr. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Cr. 





Funded debt of United States, (various).. 
Bills discounted on personal security..... 


funded debt.......... 


bank stock........... 


Domestic bills of exchange...........4.. 
Foreign bills of exchange........eeeeees 
Baring Brothers & Co...... © coccceccccce 
Hope & CO.....eceeeseeveee 
Real estate...... 


Mortgages, &C.eccseceeccceeccececeeeees 
Due from Bank United States and offices. 


SUAS DANK ie cvccccccescccscees 


Ce eeee cers cesses ssseeeee 


Debt of S. Smith and B., G. Williams, 
and J. W. McCulloch.........esseeeee 


| $23,693, 400 62 | 
| 


| 97,575 29 | 
| 6,599,126 41 | 


| 
| | 
| cae 
| 
| 





| 
| | 


i" eee eeecccees | 
aaentetis 


14,596,189 02 | 
1,278,584 26 | 


| 
| 


Debt due by United States...........00- eaeae las 
RIEAGICNCIEN Fcc05s cawecun ene easesaueleewslawsscencs eters 
Banking-houses, bonus, premium on loan, 

KC. ccccccccccccccccccccccccccs Ccvcccclecccccccceccecos 
Expenses,.... eeccee Cece ccce ccvcescccceslccccccccccccccce! 


Foreign exchange account.......eeeeeees 
Cash notes Bank United States and offices. 
of State banks.... 


eee eereeses 


SPeCie.. .secccccseccccvcesscscccescvcees 


ee eeeeeeseee 


| 

eee | 

| 6,591,655 56 | 
| 


| 808, 446 24 
| §, 932,734 04 | 


| | 
Si ica alec | $10,874,014 88 


| 
| 
| 
| 
79,696, 966 30 


| Capital stock.....ccccccccccccccce Hedecalahicaccriaeee sacs 

f NG a sitiniciandiscidntacsinnses | seccceee eeececes 

|| Dividends unclaimed............0++00+- Beemer erent ere 

Discount, exchange, and interest. ...... Poeucsuseseu, oe 

30,390 102 32 || Profit and loss and contingent interest . .| ndjecebanseeeses 
2,392 389 00 || Contingent fund .......ccceseceereeeeee|eocessseeseeene 
25,266 43 || Due to Bank United States and offices...| $14,429, 720 56 
1,667,261 00 State banks........... gccustdaees 999, 042 56 

467 60 || 

1, 202, 896 11 i Loan from Baring Brothers & Co........)..ceceeeeeeeeees 


120,700 00 || 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


15,874,773 28 | 
| 

1,267,332 08 || 
5,267 32 | 
501,574 90 | 

| 

1,879, 757 82 || 
55,183 21 | 
107, 143 61 |} 


13, 332,836 74 





| $34,995,919 63 
| 11,759,327 46 
127,402 32 
296,205 76 
228, 875 54 
3, 820,106 96 


15, 428, 763 12 





Deposits, viz: 
On account of the Treasurer of the 


6,876,642 51 
78,587 87 


1,020,000 00 





United States......cccseeeeees eeee 
Deduct overdrafts, &c......... 

On account of public officers........ 
individuals,.......... 


6,798,054 04 
1,302,620 02 
3,919,690 85 


12,020, 365 51 








| 
| 
| 





| 79,696,966 30 





Bank oF THE Unitep States, March 5, 1824. 


THOMAS WILSON, Cashier. 
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FINANCE. 








RECAPITULATION. 


Cr. 





Funded debt of the United States, (various) ......+.++++++++ 
Bills discounted on personal security..... | $23, 121,786 50 
funded debt.........- 109,935 90 
bank stock .... «.. «e»| 6,470,902 46 
Domestic bills of exchange......eseesee coeesccceecees - 
Foreign bills of exchange...s..eesessseee coceceeeeeveeeee 
Baring Brothers & CO......eeeee essence secreccceeseeece 
Hope & Co..... ween ccccess osceescess coclecccccs pee nenenie 
Real estate....+.eecesseeeees cocvceccccceleccccccccesccees 
Mortgages, KC... sees eeeeee ocee cece cceclccce eccccecccece 
Due from Bank of United States and offices 14,137,812 02 
State banks........ ¢ Sesasesban 1,970, 811 55 

Debt of S. Smith and B., G. Williams, | 
and McCulloch ......-eseeee eee ccecceicces corccccccece 
Debt due by the United States. .......c.sicsccccscccesccce 
Deficiencies ..... ee ccccccccecs Cescccccelccccccsccecccces 
Banking-houses, bonus, premium on loan.)|........eesee08- 
EEXPCNSES. occcccccccccccccccccesccsccccsccccccccccsccsce 
Foreign exchange account....... shiobeeos [ness aswansaeanee 
Cash notes Bank United Statesandoffices., 6,551,045 56 
of State banks..... coccee coos} 1,145,176 19 
Specie......c000. secccccesce coscescccees, 6,309,691 38 


‘aida 78 


29, 702,624 86 
2,285,975 80 
25,266 43 
1,723, 876 83 
467 60 
1,234,617 91 
120,700 00 


16, 108,623 57 


1,267,332 08 
5,267 32 
501,574 90 
1,881,358 54 
80,625 22 
112,008 §2 


14,005,913 13 


79, 929,640 79 











Capital stock.....0ccccccccescevccccess | occ vccccccecces 
INGLES ISSUED 5 5500 siscccececcvcecves oer eee ee cccvcccece 
Dividends unclaimed...........000 nee Nene er 

Discount, exchange, and interest........ eeecccceceoes eee 
Profit and loss and contingent interest...|........+. cocces 
Contingent fund....... bNemiens Coeccsccceleoce piemeseisw eines 


Due to Bank United States and offices.. 
State banks .......... 


Pere eccces 


14, 120,236 40 


808,230 95 





Loan from Baring Brothers & Co.......!..++ 


Deposits, viz: 
On account of the Treasurer of the 
United States........ 5 $00 se bene eee 
Deduct overdrafts, &c......... 


6,404,749 62 
55,562 78 





On account of public officers ........ 
individuals........... 


6, 349, 186 84 
1,876,167 00 
4,259,064 98 











$34, 995,919 63 
11, 827,237 46 
71,893 05 
560,006 99 
221,591 93 
3,820,106 96 


14, 928, 467 35 
1,020,000 00 


12, 484, 418 82 





79,929,640 79 





BaNK OF THE UNITED States, “pril 6, 1824. 


THOMAS WILSON, Cashier. 
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BANK OF THE UNITED 





STATES. 195 








Funded debt of United States, panini emaiaare new ateeen | 

Bills discounted, personal security........ | 23,113,142 38 
funded debt.........044! 107,950 90 
bank stock. .......e008 | 6,236,581 46 


Domestic bills of exchange........000.. 
Foreign bills of exchange......sseeeeeeee 


Baring Brothers & C0....scsecceeeceeeee|s 


Hope & C0....eeeeeeee 
Real estate...ccccceceees 


Mortgages, &c...... ce eccccees ececcccces 
Due from Bank United States and offices. 
State banks..... .....e0 waleeiie 


Debt of S. Smith and B., and G. Wil- 

liams & CO...cccccceccccccce 
Debt due by United States.........eeee0- 
Deficiencies .... 


eeeeeeee 


Banking-houses, bonus, premium, &c....|.... 








EXPeMseS.ssessecescvcesccecececececcens oe 


Foreign exchange account.....ecceeesees 
Cash notes Bank United States and offices. 

of State banks..... 
Bpecie...seeeeee 


ee eerrees 


PO e oer eres ress eeeseres 


Cee eerereesecesels 


Cee eeereeleeesese 


Ce eeeeeeeeseseseleees 








15,048,966 04 
1,481,479 44 





5,727,625 56 
1, 052,756 18 
5,974,651 20 

















RECAPITULATION., Cr 





Jin. 





$10, 873,407 78 


99,457,674 74 | 
2,378,153 33 | 
25,266 43 | 
1,673,619 49 
467 60 | 
1,240, 893 35 | 
120, 700 00 || 


16,530,445 48 | 


1,267, 332 08 
5,267 32 
501,581 15 
1,938, 464 97 
95,478 76 
105,449 98 


| 
12,755,032 94 | 
78,969,235 40 | 





| 


| Capital stock...... Cece cccccccccccc cece Jnccceccccvcccece 


| Dividends unclaimed....... ae eure eaatsinws | sGnciccwncewecaes 
| Discount, exchange, and interest........ | 


ee TET ae 


$34,995,919 63 
11,769, 712 46 
63,506 05 
688,069 71 


INGIERAONU OU cs onc cassia Sodins deicdeceieses 


ee 


Profit and loss and contingent interest...|........606 sence 221,493 23 
COMMMBGNETON ones secsaccesccsecessaiecaces cows eccces 3,820,106 96 
Due to Bank United States and offices..| $14,273,242 78 





State banks............0000. cece 864, 128 83 





15, 137,371 61 
Loan from Baring Brothers & Co. ......|..seeeeeee cocces 1,020,000 00 
Deposits, viz : 

On account of the Treasurer of the 





United States. ........sseees eoveee| 5,199,041 51 
Deduct overdrafts, &c......... 60,220 27 
5,138, 821 24 

On account of public officers........ 1,611,139 08 
individuals .... ..... 4,503,095 43 


11,253,055 75 























78, 969,235 40 





Bank OF THE UNITED States, May 


4, 1824, 


THOMAS WILSON, Cashier. 
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FINANCE. 





Dr. 





Funded debt of the United States, (various) .......0+eeeeees 
Bills discounted on personal security..... $23,948,791 36 
funded debt.......04. 142,239 67 
bank stock .... s..e0- | 6,191,168 72 
Domestic bills of exchange..........e+4. Jee ee eee eeeeee 
Foreign bills of exchange...... 0060 ecccse Jowcccccece se bewe 
Baring Brothers & CO.....e+eeseeeeeeeee lcahaseehexeseren 
Hope & Co.sccccccccccccccccccccccscccslsssvcvccesecsess 
Real estate.....eccceeses teeeeeeeeees! none 
Mortgages, &C.....ssseccceeees ey ewes suhewentees 
Due from Bank of United States and offices} 14,913,492 09 
Hine BADER wassicwos susesencec | 1,593,640 44 
Debt of S. Smith and B., G. Williams, | 
and McCulloch .......ssseesseeeseseee/ ceeee seecccvcess 
Debt due by the United States.........../.- os eensioeessons 
Deficiencies ........ seceeee see c emcee eens eceeceec cscs cess 
Banking-houses, bonus, premium on Joan. Saath tates 
EXPenses..eeecccecceses cove co vccccelcceccccecccccece 
Foreign exchange account........ teeeeeeleceeeceeeeeseens 
Cash notes Bank United Statesand oflices.| 5,486,165 56 
of State banks...... eae | 1,141,501 38 
MN sebisnkccevmiaipasuens sesesesseee| 5,512,407 12 





RECAPIT 


| 


| $10,873,407 78 


30, 282, 199 
2,728, 105 
25,266 
679, 914 
467 
1,237,861 
120,700 


16,507, 132 5 


< 
i) 


08 
32 


15 


1,267, 332 
54267 
501,581 
1,944,790 54 
115,377 31 
7,045 66 


12, 140,074 06 


78,436,523 34 








ULATION, 









[No. 729. 


$$ 


Cr, 








Capital St0Ck. 0..0s00000000000%088 eccccclocceces eeecccees 
Notes issued.......00. veces oe seal cece eC cccccecee 

Dividends uncle 6556 05605sec0s eee] eees oo ccccce cece 
Discount, exchange, and interest....... neice Secece 
Profit and loss and contingent interest...|.......seeeseees 





Contingent fund........6 
Due to Bank United States and offices. . 
State banks ......... 


$14,643, 463 01 
582, 366 43 





© weer eeseee 





Deposits, viz: 
On account of the Treasurer of the 
United States. .... 0000000 
Daduct overdrafts, &c......... 


5,923,481 24 
184,454 04 


——$—$—_—____. 


$34, 995,919 63 
11,804,277 46 
58,070 57 
852,003 30 
221,950 59 
3,719, 467 50 


15,225, 829 44 





5,739,027 20 
1,577,504 41 
4,242,473 31 


On account of public officers ........ 
individuals 














11,559,004 92 


—— 


78, 436,523 34 











Bank OF THE UniTeD States, June 1, 1824. 


THOMAS WILSON, Cashier. 
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1825.] BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 201 


“ 





Dr. RECAPITULATION. Cr. 





| 
| 


| | 
Capitalistocksss .cccesssi eseewasswesees |-seee Sisaweniees | $34,995,919 63 




















Funded debt of United States, (various)..)......cceseeeees $15, 872,791 57 | 
Bills discounted on personat security..... | $23, 844,875 95 Notes issued. ....ccccccccccces eeeeeeees |[tereeees aeecews | 12, 086,922 46 
funded debt..... cee ‘| 76,649 76 i DAVIdeNAS UNCLAIMED: &.< ssisicic ccacdae esse lecesicccseecwcces | 833,078 82 
bank stock. .......0.. | 5,876,511 79 || Discount, exchange, and interest. ...... beaene sidsisecegaee 92,074 73 
| —__________| 99, 798,037 50 | Profit and loss and contingent interest...|.....seeeeeeees ; 316,750 45 
Moeatie Dills Of CXCHAN FES c.c:<.eieic'siore)ve'a|| sisicce nts sien eisai 2,896,058 97 Contingent finds vcs ceces csieeessoeess | Austad beeeeeht | 3,737,549 80 
Foreign bills Of EXCHANGC......ceeeee cece eeeeeeee ecceevee 30, 354 23 | Due to Bank United States and offices...| $14, 789,238 18 | 
Baring Brothers & C0........0+000ceseee|e0 jksteeaae eee 496,716 44 | State banks........... benacilaiiaes | 1,399,824 30 | 
Hope & Co..... suiselelelesamisiecs sian seleaicuies [tte teeeeeeeeees 467 60 || -—_————— 16, 189,062 48 
Real estate...... SUC SHOUOUGACOC HONE IGD KOC Ramaaiitiesienies | 1,284, 469 63 | Deposits, viz: 
Mortgages, KC..seeeseeeeeeeeeecnes peice nstaeicce Sevses | cocccccesccccces ! On account of the Treasurer of the | 
Due from Bank United States and offices.) 14,472,553 13 | \ United States.....cccccccecccccees | 6,145,837 24 
State HAaNkss.scissscecessscacacs | 1,696,688 80 | | Deduct overdrafts, &c......... | 193,904 02 
|__| 16,169,441 93 een ee 
Debt of S. Smith and B., G. Williams, | | | 5,951,933 22 
and J. W. McCulloch..... seeiswiseiatesars Josees semecwiasieies 1,297, 332 08 i On account of public officers........ 2,206,815 14 
Debt due by United States..........0000- | ecccccccccccccs 5,267 32 || individuals,..........| 6,043,562 31 
AIONCIENCION fae Soies Ra ea Ae eee eee iialdeals Wasnetensceeeasts 505,391 88 || ors 14,202, 310 67 
Banking-houses, bonus, premium on loan, 
CRY ccc ccccccccccce eecccccece|occe eecccccces «| 1,880,545 79 | 
EXpenses.....cececcceccecs o cccccccccece Joccccesccccccces 29,738 66 | 
Cash notes Bank United States and offices. 5,449,915 56 | 
of State banks ..... ptbewasen 1,105,466 07 | 
Specie....... eccceee pissisteielewslelsies seieisreie 5,588,000 24 | | 
——_—_—__———_|_ 12, 143,381 87 | 
| 1 
82, 453, 669 04 | 82, 453, 669 04 

















J. ANDREWS, Assistant Cashier. 
Bank or THE UNITED States, July 13, 1824, 





VOL. V¥ 26 B 








[No. 729, 


FINANCE. 


202 








99 Let ba3'¢ 
£9 gbI‘g 
98 199*8c9 
8b6 ‘8h 
092 ‘29 
£29 FST 
8bG9S 
£90 EST 
189 Gao 
GbE “bE 
8286 ‘001 
£06 ‘0ST 





6 916*S06 


gs sce ‘6tL Se 


8S ceL tz 


€9 082 ‘T8a‘T 


80 ceE*L0e ‘T 


SI Tes ‘eos 


06 FLL °F98‘T 


ix 


C13 ‘ebL ST 


09 FoF ‘OE ST 


88 960 *z66 ‘ 


3 | 6 1e9‘269°¢ 
| 


| 


9 6ro‘es =| 


CRO OGL ES 





00 0°9"sI 
| 00 Sab‘T9 j 


eee eeeeresces 
' 


| 00 8b6 ‘ee 
8¢ LOP ‘IT 

| 00 G23‘OI 
00 OLLSTT 

| $& 968201 

| 00 610‘e¢ 

| 00 T13‘2 


cee) 


00 SSL 
00 ote 


OF 
SL 


00 S¢9‘cls 
00 028 ‘9¢ 
00 O16‘ 
00 ¢1s‘000‘T 
00 09° 
00 ¢9s ‘CsI 
00 002 ‘se 
00 ce9‘eL 


ce 


86 





623 S 
> hI 
sec ‘ht 


88 69T 
0) bIP 

| 88 Ste 

| £1 Seo‘e 


Cob ST 
G09 

LIQ‘ 
661°9 








rod ac] Os 
| 00 006 ‘*&r 


Lg ree ‘TI 





$‘Th 
sin 


cs Gr 
| 8L LEL 
| 6b 86P ‘8% 
96 816 ‘23 
| €8 LpStce 





seer eeeeeereee 
eee e eee eeeeee 
eee eee ererecees 
eee eeeeereses 
ee eeeeeseesese 
see e were reeeee 
ee eee eeeeeeee 
Peewee eeeseses 


ee eee esse rees 


LG PEL el 
PI Genz 
Le 990° 
00 6069 
CO L80°1% 


eee 





we eeeeee 


66 OST ‘G6 





IL £96 ‘+9 
SL Peg ‘eT 


eeeee eeeeeee 





ST e6e°L 





eoeeeee 


1G <93‘OL 
10 662 ‘08 
88 268 ‘601 
Gb ORS “1% 
Gb 896 ‘69 


Foc 


oor SOT 

£b9 ‘091 
08% 

gee ‘cr 

£16523 

602 ‘Gb 

LLb ‘69 
¢60°EIT 
0906 

LoL ‘che 
ose ‘0ST 


98 F61°S 


Ce eeeeeeeeeree 
ee ee eeeeresvns 

ee eee erenrees 
eee ereereeeee 
Peewee ereeeeee 
see ween eeeeee 
Ce eeeeeeeecece 
Pee e rere eeeeee 
eee eee eer eeee 


seem eeeeeeesee 


00 o¢z‘I8 





LL Tee ‘0S6 
ee ga ‘st 
b8 c6r ‘89 
GO SebSL 





&8 $00 ‘6I 












































SI 16b ‘tb 
L9 LLe‘te9 
C9 $03 ‘6hI 
00 090‘&I 
8G St0'gz 
80 0S6 ‘IS 
LE G6S ‘9G 
#8 969 Tap 
G8 Lb ‘tel 


Cert errr eseses 


&L S68 ‘9G 








Seer eeeeeseses 


00 008 ‘FT 
00 00¢ 


9€ ELG‘TT 
00 e0r SIT 
00 chs ‘2p 
00 0S6 ‘Is 
00 0F06IT 
00 0068 





Pee eeeeserese , 


00 696 ‘cs 





00 00¢ 


a 00 
660% 
» 290 ‘sce‘T 
3 St 
¢ ako 
esi ‘scot 
coe ‘Ech 


2 


 St0 CELT 


996 “Sth 
80G*tEO 





HeeeeeeSmasild 
*suvatO MON 





loans WRuUloUly 
jr ree ts atPOoNMD 
seeee* ottasmo'y 
jeoee** UOIBUIXA'T 
ooeeeerupUUvAtg 


ree * uOIsaVyD 


**altAawosng 
oe ee 2 °°SIOLION 








| 








et 


Ayue 
aune 





| sess eeeseeeee| CE 66R*LLT*T jy reee* puowtpany 0G 
L€ 9be 69 Lh 89L'1 — | 00 OT “6ET | OT TOE «= | BT Lea TET = [cee ee sere sseninseonscsnsecoes ge gagtay §6(1 ee tte ‘sis cb age‘es$ | 26 #90‘6T be FSGS S LGO‘SBI «f-seereseee sees) 99 GG ‘TLa‘T = |*"** MOMBurSE AA FG 
€& COP‘sos | Lo @hr‘es = | 00 S26%2eh | ge Lee'T Fe LEO“OIT =| 80 cee‘Los‘IS] 9b ForSL0g | GO 1Le‘¥9 FB 00b GL sereeesseeree) Bo GLB "TEL | 1S ToeLet | Se seO‘TEOST [reer tse ****) Sh Bos ‘cew‘G  |****** sloUINIEg 9% 
FG 9F8‘9I8 00 000‘eet | wo ect’ers | £6 FOS 1G2-ORT ‘9S: |p attieseeenseeel 5g pease 8 618 °LE OE TNE [Ott tte teenainenwonsenesaset gee quate 00 ose ‘6IT L cebSbs =| BT OeOStEStA [MIO An 8G 
99 cog ‘ep | 00 9288°8 | 00 ceg ‘cor | CLES COCO CREEL ESOS ET SE Re reeeleoseserseseeesl ag aco ‘eed rod PeL IT gL GES ‘eS eee eee cceneees ea ance CL 166° ‘Gp 00 ocr ‘at teeeeeeceeecee! oy ren sean [seeesseenionsars 9% 
ce ger‘sh = | SL esetzt =| 00 Sub ees | (06 Seb hatches Wabi bhieaiiaas ciheieeiein ky £6 8e6 ‘Le SSsRAAARoREARE pens eeesneeeet ern «61 ens comin e Se *e8* gouapIAOdg cc 
ar Fes‘cos | 00 oce'cr | 00 OET‘s9s |rettteseteesss! Go cEBSgg — |rreeeeereeeeee|ereeeeeeceeeeel O9 QOOSSOL | GI PLOSTGH'T [tertestreeeeee|ereseeeeeeseee) ce goetear | 00 08 RE 00 0g2‘% | BS G16 “086 [reeeteees uoIsog oe 
GB FES FS | 6T CEL*6S | 00 Ser ‘sie SRS UaAl WSigices. tater nase \eeaeace seeecceerecees! ce roy bo tree eeeeecooeel or one 00 0ce‘P 00 one ‘2 00 Z19‘% 6 LOT‘R0F “ees iNOoUsHOg SIOWO | EI 
OL 9F0‘EbT ‘eS | oo ext ‘698$ | 9¢ o86‘z00'1%) es cgo‘ad £0 TOb “BEETS ttre steers eeteeeeee sere eres) gg COs *cg9S | 83 SsoHe6‘OIS |*tres sess] Fe BeOS — | ¥6 G9696FS | 00 Ose ‘zbA'RS| 00 OSS RT pL ‘GELSeR (ot soluig poy yung | og Afny 
| | | | | } “Pal 
| | } | | | 
\ } | se | —— a —_———— —_, | 4 | — 
mR - i) 7] S ie] fe) \ i] 1 | 
3 g z Be 2 ean E z 2 g s = = | 4 
g, § us 3 2 & a. = 2 ® . - = ® > (| _* 
° | Ps B® FI ae ade A > > a % 2 = = 2. + 
= a0 re) 5 OR Ee” = 5 @ © 3 Ss a 3 a } = % 
”, nm 7 = == 2 ° - as =~ oS e@ 6 = 5 | 
mR 3 : ES n° cy wR a c ~ E 22 & & ey 
3 zy Be > Ss # e =D s = 8s = 5 | z= ‘syuug | ‘aed 
- os 29 eS = = = ° xD =e as 
| i—" So > = 2 > co = oO > : = | =. & 
2 = =~ a> = ee = ° 2 | ie 
= eo Be &e 5 So a 8 2 » ; #98 
° ¥ 3. > 8 a a * 5. 3 5 z > | ae 
| 2 | f 2 2 a 3 - > | ; | 





‘pauoyjuae Ujaday sayop ay} yD psodag puv junoosyT fo saifO sp pun sayy papug ayy fo yung ay fo quawaznjs posauexy 








ior) 
o 
N 


NITED STATES. 


a 
J 


THE Ul 


BANK OF 


1825.] 





00 00¢‘R0T 





bE FrSSR0E 


LS 16L°GL8°ST$ 








SOO e ee eee eee eee TERE EHEEEEEHEHES EEE SHEE SEHEEESESEES CHHTEE HEHEHE EOEE HEHE SESE EEES oR ‘saSesy0 ly : UOIsapILYO J0YO Vv 





Sb eeeesewesoeee age *oavetiOnN 
seeeesoieig pollu ay1 Aq onp iqaq 
seeeeceee sou OXd JO SI[Iq UDIOI0.T 

eeccese ‘oO ¥ ado 









secereceeeccceeccccsecseresceessces cess eceeeseogry op gIOIOlg SULT 
WESC ISELOCEUNS FY SEOECEE SEER STS 5 ECOTETTTSSSESECRS 9906 RATER CE SECC ENTER A ‘saiwig powuy) au} jo iqop pepuny 


:soIVg pou yueg IV 








66 9¢8‘e90‘9 
SPL See 
PRI ‘69 
906 ‘9¢ 
LL6°96 
GEO STIL 
619‘06 
CEs ‘c% 
RE ‘CES 
6S6° 

ges ‘ete 
@9‘OOI 
cre ‘Tel 
686 ‘6bb 
ace ‘FF0‘T 
966 ‘81 

L& 00% 
000 ‘N98 
REI ‘L 


@EL*E90 SS 


€& 
PL 
€6 
Lal 
Or 
BL 


wD 
- 


~ 
~~ 


v1 


Il €2e ‘ge ‘tT 


con TIL se 


00 Lbr ‘811% 


89 SI ‘eaL cr 


08 6FS‘zeL‘e 


Tr 600‘8TE 


Th 8t6 500% L0 118 ‘6LT 9b G60 ‘881 ‘SI £9 616 ‘S66 ‘TE 





60 FIS°% 
& LITSIT 





L9 6eh ‘6I 
# 89¢ ‘ST 


eI 


199 ‘81 


&L 11e‘st 
GO 6b9 ‘bE 
8% £00 
GO 6°60 
00 GI&‘ZOT 
€L 86F SIE 
€1 £6 6L 
LL 186 °@LG 
Gh 9B StS 
IT 6249°@I 
EL IFL‘91Z 
18 9¢e%, 
es ece ‘gees 


cS 


66 


Peewee sere seeeeees 


3 
gs 
eg 
ch 
10 
¢9 
OL 
GL 
69 
at 
C6 
60 
89 
€9 
GL 
06 


6608 
966 “ET 


£86 “BIZ 
606 ‘8st 
669°9 
OLS TIT 
LEL“E6I 
FET ‘0G 
2£0 ‘9G 
ee ‘6e 
e069 
GES GE 
149‘296°T 
606 °LT 
118 ‘thT 
GEO ‘ase 
618 Gg 
get ‘or9‘ 18 





eee ee eereeseees 


06 980‘TT 
OL 69es 
£9 ©60‘% 
6e 0ce % 
tr Clee 
1% 609 °F 
CO 296 °T 
IL ceg9‘cs 
C3 G06 ‘OFT 
€1 Fe9‘T89 
6L 96¢ 

Le OLL $1 
OF 198 ‘SCT 


eee ee eee reeeee 


er ee ‘ozo S18 


LL ee ‘899 
G8 IFS ‘LUT 
6S LoP ‘ach % 
1¢ IL¢‘9FE 
18 S16°2E0‘T 
66 GOS‘8L0‘T 
II L4G 

98 bs ‘gce 
€L 929 ‘FET 
61 080°L6 
£9 6FF SOL 
8G LOT Ste 
69 eae ‘Tso 
€& 6ce ‘6eh 
66 SL ‘OF 

PI 08S ‘0% 

El 108 °LES 
0% I8h ‘6e 

OT £08 ‘esb‘ed 


Pee eee eeseeseees 
see rere ereseesene 
Seer eee eesseneeee 
Cee rere eesececere 
See weeereeeeesees 
Peewee eeeeeeeseses 
Pee were rere sesere 
See ee eeeeeeeeeeees 
Pee ererereeeseees 
see meee wees eseees 
Pewee cree sreeeeeee 
Ce eeeereesereeees 
eee ee ee eee eeseee 
See ee eres sereeses 
seme e wears eeeese 
Stee we eeeseeseeee 
Serer weeeseesceee 


0g 6Fo ‘rez Ses 


@9 6¢9'T 


€8 L9%‘es 





sere eeeeessesere 
see eeee reer eeee 
eee eereeeesesers 
Pe eeeereeseseeee 
Cee eeereesecece 
eee eee eeeeeneene 
See eereeereeses 
ee cere seaseesees 
Sere were reeeseee 
Seer me eeeseenese 
Perera eesees sone 
Peer ee esos eesess 
Peer ee recon sees 


eee ee eereserese 


96 190‘eee$ 


ee eeeeesese sees Peewee seseseeeeses 


88 IéI ‘fh 
86 %80‘FT 
€b eb bl 
9T 2e9°T 
$9 ORb‘S 
CLE OT 
OIL ST 
ce 160503 
968°9 
66h SG cL 
£208 
GELS o¢ 


0S L6¢ ‘EST 
00 Sh. ‘ere ST 
00 ose ‘re 

00 ¢99‘06T 
00 008 ‘Set 
00 0¢ 00 ¢9¢ ‘FBI 
0¢9 00 Oct °SFO‘T 
0¢ Ser‘9 00 ¢23‘e90‘T 
o10‘T 00 S06 ‘FR 
Lee's 00 090 ‘9¢E 
161 ‘OT 00 S18 ‘992 
8c9'e 00 Ost ‘616 
G23 RI CL 96h STL 0G ‘986 
L Lb ‘ce cL L¢9‘6I 0S GOLSLLL 
2 319°¢ o¢ 288°9 0S c69‘6Ie 
86 SEL *h 00 e218‘ 0c ‘F6G 
$9 1€6°SI CL 906 ‘GS Cte “Thr 
Gb FFOST ogee ces ‘Ole 
68 TI8 ‘66S 196629 96 640 ‘09T Se 


eee recesses eces Cosecceccoccovcce oainaaiid 
#60010, 6:06 4100060050 0.050600 66.8.690 64s tH TERR TITS AON 
SEER CCE CESEEE 045445665050 40 86568858 RIGS 
See meee ee ee sees esse sereseseeseseees ampooniyo 
Oooo oe cece cove seca cccccscces socecee® SITTASINOT 
oo eccece coca cccecocsercccccecocccces HOIBNIXO] 


¢9 OFE 


ee eeeeeeresesees 


00 000‘000‘T 


Cee eee eee esse seee 


eee eerereeseees 


0€ SST 


Pee reerressesecees 
COP eeerereseeseses 


Peer ee eres seeeeee 


00 000‘000‘T 
00 000‘00¢‘T 
00 000‘00¢ 
00 000‘00¢ 
00 000000 ‘T 
00 000‘00¢ 


seme ee eee eeseseee 


seveceeeeceveccvccccccoscocsoscooeessPUUPARG 
cece cece ercceecocesccececscoes sesessuiQisaIBD 
Pee e weer ee ee reese eeeses Seeeeeeses apace oe, 
Cove eres crceccreceverececs s000 0000 sees HIDTION 
oe cece cece coccccccccesccceccosscoocs NHOMUDNT 


—] 


thee eee eee cess eeeecseseees sess UOISUIYSE AA 
shee eee e ence seen seeeeeeees seseeseess QIOUITICG 
tee Seen e eee eeee sees sees sees eeeesessyIOk MIN 
sede ee ee cece eeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeee sees DIO IPT 
teen ee eeee rene ceeeeeeeceeeeseeees QOQDIAOIT 


00 000‘00¢ ‘a 
00 000‘0&% 

00 060‘00F 

00 000‘00¢‘T 
00 000 ‘008 

£9 616 “CEO ‘FS 


se ee cree cseseccrccsceesscccesese.seses HlOSOd 
seee cere ceccceccceccccos socssseeesenouIswod ‘20y0 
se ee cece rece cccccccesececsssvesess coIMIG paul yuUg 


T Aine 
83 suns 


0& 
LI 
0% 
xc 
9G 
8% 
9% 
rd 
tc 
61 
oe Aine 
*Pe8I 





‘senplaipur jo syisodoq 





‘ssaago orrqnd jo sytsodaq 





‘salvig paiug 
JoinsvaLL ay jo susodaq 


*syurq avg 0} ong 








*saalyo pure saivig 
pawuy jo yurg 0} ong 





puny juosunUOD 


*ysaaqUT JuasUN 
-u0s puU sso] pue 1YOIg 








*pansst SajON 
*yoojs yedeg 


‘syurg 


*paultepoun spuaplAtq 


*qsoraqUl 
pue ‘asuryoxa “junoasig 

















*a1U(] 





ta) 





*ponulqywuog—pauoyuswm Wiasay sayop ay) yo psodaq pup qunoosigT fo 


saJQ sj pun sayy panugQ ay? fo yuvg ay? fo quawapnjs posauay 








204 


FINANCE. [No. 729, 





Dr. RECAPITULATION. Cr. 








Debt of S. Smith and B., and G. Williams | 


17,108,050 14 | 


5,655,799 99 | 


aan | : : ctl 
Funded debt United States, (various)....)....eeseeeeeeees | $15,872,791 57 Capital stock....... 0006 06 con rocceececes Eee poner $34,995,919 63 
Bills discounted, personal security ...... 23, 120,085 12 | | INGLES ISSUED . 6.55565 c0cscc escccccccs cece |eseeeseee e ccccce | 12,188,092 46 
funded debt .......++0+- 83,049 76 | || Dividends unclaimed......e.eecsesceees |evecccece eseceee | 179, 871 07 
bank stock.......+.++. | 5,697,621 95 | || Discount, exchange, and interest........ debbiiseiabees | 200,948 41 
28,900,756 83 || Profit and loss and contingent interest... OE ee ean 318,009 4] 
Domestic bills Of Cxchange.....seeeceeee cece veeeneceeees | 2,992,095 88 || Contingent fund..... see ceee ences cccses oe cecevcccsecece 3, 737,549 80 
Foreign bills of exchange......ceeeesseeeiseeeeceeeeece ees 24,844 67 || Due to Bank United States and offices ..) $15,723,513 68 | 
Baring Brothers & C0.....esceeceeecees seen eccceccecees 308,544 34 | State banks........ mucus 2,118,447 00 
Hope & C0. ...ccccccececcccsccscccssccsisccceecscesacees 467 60 | | ' 17,841,960 68 
Real estate ....seeeeeeeeeees oe vccccccccs Joccccccccccccece | 1,302,454 60 |! Deposits, viz: | 
Mortgages, &C.....eeeeeeeeeee eres cccees Joes cccccccccces | 133,548 07 | On account of the Treasurer of the | 
Due from Bank United States and offices.| 15,743,275 24 | United States....... Siaeen Sawwe es | 5,711, 362 77 
State banks....... Sy ee | 1,364,774 90 | Deduct overdrafts........0.. | 55,562 78 | 
| 
Us Oe Seaeeeoseee Seeebaeenlnnaasswses sieats 
Debt due by United States...........0006 |eccevccccccccces | 
DeRCIONCICS 0.5 0.0100.000000000000000cccccsssccecccsoesccecs | 
Banking-houses, bonus, premium, &C....|....eeeeeecesees 
BURDONBES, 5.x 0c00005 0000000008 eccccccces lcceeehebe shawnee | 
Cash notes Bank United States and offices| 5,719, 858 58 
of State banks ......... eee | 905,916 39 | 
SPCCIC.. ..cccccccvcsccccee 0 cece cece eoee| 5,824,157 66 





| 
| } 
| 


1,207, 332 08 | 
6,998 78 

502,531 15 | 
1,881,780 63 

47,732 58 | 


12, 449, 932 63 





82,739, 861 55 | 





On account of public officers.........| 1,558,373 11 | 
individuals ........0++| 6,063,336 99 | 
—_——_ 13,277,510 oy 





— 


82,739, 861 55 








Bank oF THE UNITED States, 4ugust 2, 1824, 


THOMAS WILSON, Cashier. 
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BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 





Dr. 


RECAPITULATION. 


207 





Cr. 





Funded debt of United States, (various). 

Bills discounted, personal security ....... 
funded debt ........000. 
bank stocK......eseeeees 


Cee e meee eeesees 


$22, 786, 300 89 | 


29,477 00 | 
5,713,544 16 | 





| $15,872,791 57 


Domestic bills of exchange..........000- 
Foreign bills of exchange..........eeeee. 


CBNNANBOCK cscs cstecicsacsncetcuscs 
Notes issued. 


Cee weer eeee eres eee seeees 


Dividends unclaimed. 


Discount, exchange, and interest..... 


Profit and loss and contingent interest. . 


Cre ees eeseasaereee & 


Contingent fund........c.ccccceees 


eeeee 


$34,995,919 63 
12, 140, 427 46 
132,573 82 
319, 062 97 
317,956 53 
3,733,469 61 


Due to Bank of United States and offices. $16,636,853 44 








Baring Brothers & Co.....cceeccecceveesles 


Hope & Co.ssecceccecsseccccccscccceeecels 


Real @state..coccccvccccccccccccccscescece 


Mortgages, &Coccececrcccccsccceeecececsles 


Due from Bank United States and offices 
BAe WANK issssicasscccccséecs 


Debt of S. Smith and B..... cece ee ce eeee 
Debt due by United States...........0.00]5 
Deficiencies 2.0 ccecccccccccccccecssecces|s 
Banking-houses, bonus, &C........eeee0e]- 
EXPeNseS. ceseccsseccccccccccescccesvcele 
Cash notes Bank United States and offices. 

of State banks ..4.20000 cccses 


SPCCiC.s eveecececccccncscececcesseeccece 





Seer eeeeesereees 





eee eeeeeeeeees 


16,587, 389 12 
1,353,579 90 | 


eee cere sees sees 
ee eeeeeeeseeees 


eee eeeeerereses 





eee ccccccvccoce| 


6,259, 920 56 | 
987,508 68 
5,387,593 05 


| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 
| 
| 


256, 961 

467 
1,307,668 72 

133,548 07 | 


17,940,969 02 | 

- 207, 332 08 || 

5,267 32 || 

502, 531 

1,884,295 49 | 
59, 124 82 


12,635, 022 29 





83, 105,457 76 | 


SCMC DANES o6icciccccccscicccsceet 


Deposits, viz: 
On account of the Treasurer of the | 
United States. .......cceeeeees tend 
Deduct overdrafts. ........0055 


On account of public officers 


individuals .........6 





BaNK OF THE UNITED States, Septe 


mber 4, 1824, 





1,431,688 63 








6,356,050 03 


55,562 78 





6, 300, 487 25 
1,477,466 2% 
5,619,552 19 





18,068,542 07 


13,397,505 67 


83,105,457 76 





THOMAS WILSON, Cashier. 
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Funded debt of the United States, (various) 
Bills discounted on personal security..... 
funded debt......++.- 
bank stocK ...+ eseeee 


$22, 106,979 80 








Domestic bills of exchange....... TTT TY) eT eee Toe Tey 5 5 FOg aS Oo 11 AORN MONE SNCs skin o50s baendd bess cansdeasecedeessecssca 
Foreign bills of exchange...... eocccccces oes cccccccceces 24,178 00 | Due to Bank United States and offices, .| $16,742, 438 77 
Baring Brothers & Co...... bwahs $end Seehi hos eus PTT re 108,993 72 GN SUED 0 sus eweess ceokakkeeu 1,557,679 14 
Hope & Co...eceseseceeees peesbancee pkbisesee puSeebbeae 467 60 a 
Real estate..cccccccccccccccccccccccvccceicccccccce sapenee 1,331,615 63 | Deposits, viz: 

Mortgages, &C....++++ cee cec cece cccecccslecccccces ceecees 133,548 07 On account of the Treasurer of the 


Due from Bank of United States and offices 
State banks ....0ccce cocccccces 


Debt of S. Smith and B., G. Williams, 

and J. W. McCulloch ...... e cecccecees 
Debt due byjthe United States..... eesees 
Deficiencies ....eeeeececcsesccseceoscees 


Banking-houses, bonus, premium on loan.}.... 
5S ) > 


Expenses.... 
Cash notes Bank United States and offices. 
of State banks ....cccccccccee 


eeeeeeee 


SPCCIC.. .scccccccccccccccccecece 


17,255,412 43 


1,568,641 78 


55921,478 06 
1,105,607 60 


6,252, 823 &9 | 


5,683, 149 73 


$15,872, 169 38 
29,177 00 


27,819,306 53 








18, 824,054 21 


1,207,332 08 


peacebaeies 5,267 32 
caakiiabaken 502,531 15 | 
pasreuaeee 1,904,011 50 
ees ee 87, 120 06 








13,279,909 5: 


83,856,003 43 














Capital Stock. 5 < iiss ccccccccvssssese 


United States. ....csccccscccscscece 
Deduct overdrafts, &c.....6... 


On account of public officers ........ 


Notes issued. ....cccccccsee Stein seeds enee oveee Noneucl 
Dividends unclaimed see ewiews $00 0606 
Discount, exchange, and interest......scjecceccccssccees f 
Profit and loss and contingent interest. ..]......cceeeeeees 


5,889,164 43 | 
91,483 89 | 





5,797,680 54 
1,309,596 07 | 
5,328,330 03 | 


} 














Bank OF THE UnitTepD States, October 7, 1824.! 





5 bpaasionar seeeeee| $34,995,919 63 


12,317,302 46 
110,238 32 
645, 429 31 
317,919 55 

3, 733, 469 61 


18,300,117 91 


13, 435,606 64 





83, 856,003 43 


THOMAS WILSON, Cashier. 
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Cr. 





Funded debt of United States, (various).. 


Bills discounted on personal security...... 
funded debt.......... 
bank stock. .......+.. 

Domestic bills of exchange..........0.+. 

Foreign bills of exchange........s.seeee- 

Hope & Co.......4- 

Real estate.....sseeeees 

Mortgages, &c...... 

Due from Bank United States and offices. 

State banks..... seoccceccceees 


See eeerereeeseeeeseee 
eee 


Debt of S. Smith and B., G. Williams, 

and J. W. McCulloch.........seeeees 
Debt due by United States......... 
Deficiencies ....eesecceees 
Banking-houses, bonus, premium on loan, 


KCirccccccccccccccccccccccccces 2 esses 
Expenses. ....+. 
Cash notes Bank United States and offices. 

of State banks.......ececeess 


Specie....sseseeee se ceeceees 


$21,679,094 37 
30,907 00 


17,243,234 89 
1,666,170 36 


eer eseesese 


6,059,676 38 
1, 785,267 7 
5,664,392 7 





| 





5, 832,082 98 | 





$15, 872, 169 38 


27,542,084 35 | 


2,498, 866 41 
24,178 00 | 
467 60 | 
1,337,170 92 | 
140,548 07 | 


| 

| 

18, 909,405 25 
| 

1,207, 332 08 | 
5,267 32 || 
500,931 65 | 


1,909, 154 42 | 
102,568 84 | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


13, 509, 336 92 | 


| 


| Deposits, viz: 





83,559,481 21 | 


| Contingent fund......... 


COIN BOR rac sccciccdcsscsvccccecees 


Notes issued.....cseseees atsaes Sumvmndes towels 


Dividends unclaimed....... Cecccccccccsloc 
Discount, exchange, and interest........ 
Profit and loss and contingent interest... 
Due to Bank United States and offices.. 

BUSS DANK. cccccccccccssececs 


eeeeeseleoee 


ee eens seer eees 


Peer ee eeseseeces 


$16,561,019 07 


1,190,262 93 





Baring Brothers & Co.. ........+ 
On account of the Treasurer of the 
UMiS0d SOMOS ccecisccccteccesses 
Deduct overdrafts, &c...... eee 


On account of public officers........ 
individuals .... 


eee error eeeeses 


6, 433, 134 22 
89,568 42 


6,343,565 80 
1, 106,762 37 
5,426,153 76 











$34,995,919 63 
12,472, 942 46 
96,963 52 
758,519 27 
317,919 55 

3, 733, 469 61 


17,751,282 00 
55,983 24 


13,376,481 93 


83,559,481 21 





BaNK OF THE UNITED States, November 4, 1824. 


THOMAS WILSON, Cashier. 
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! 
Funded debt United States, etieobiasd soeneanbonsaoona | $15, 872, 169 30} Capital stock........ Ek RE $34,995,919 63 
Bills discounted on personal security ..... | $22, 153,696 96 Notes issued. ...cceccccccce ceaeaw oaeaa iSeiaa ais sxXeeue Sone 12, 808,242 46 
funded debt ......... .| 87,057 00 Dividends unclaimed.......eseececseees's 00s cceceseeccee 60, 326 57 
bank 000K. .c0sss005 | 5, 795, 969 98 Discount, exchange, and interest........ | pee babes weamen 1,036,873 67 
| 28,036,723 94 | Profit and loss and contingent interest... | phitsitinsiwaeinasns 320,622 94 
Domestic bills of Exchange....e.secesecsleccecececesceeee 2,378,980 33) Contingent fund........ whebueaeowe sessile enwdGesceneescis 3, 733, 469 61 
Foreign bills of exchange.....sseseeeeeee jteeeeeeeee cccece 24,178 00 | Due to Bank United States and offices ..| $16,555,807 60 
Hope & CO. ..cccecceceeccssocceees vores! sabe aheennee esse 467 60 State banks .....00000 cccccccecs 626,305 38 
Real estateé.......eseeeceeesceee 5 |oeeenaesereonens 1,355, 083 95 17, 182,112 98 
Mortgages, &C.....+eeeeeeee ccccee cesses Jeveeeceeeeeee eee 138,596 61 | Baring Brothers & CO....cccececcescces|cccccccccccccees 1,581, 762 35 
Due from Bank United States and offices.} 17,078,851 95 Deposits, viz: 
State banks....... cose ceeecees | 2,265,972 48 On account of Treasurer United States} 6,807,983 16 
i ——| 19,344,824 43 Deduct overdrafts.......se000- 89, 166 03 
Debt of S. Smith and B....... cece seeeee | bene ens 600000000 1, 207, 332 08 —_——_———_ 
Debt due by United States........ Mamagvaiss ceascue | 55267 32 6,718,817 13 
Ee Fane cecccce coe 500,931 15 On account of public officers........) 1,471,088 45 
Banking-houses, bonus, &C......eeeee0+- | penbeaee nee eae 1,909,154 52 individuals...........+| 5,071,162 03 
Expenses ....... anebesesecs bebeees Sess | besa se00esesenes 123,665 29 13,261,067 61 
Cash notes Bank United States and offices.| 6,910,788 06 Special] deposit of Treasurer’s drafts ....)....cccccecseess 565.000 00 
State banks........ | 1,358, 832 37 : 
SPOCi’ . ccccccccccccce ovcevccccccscccce | 6, 378, 402 09 
14,648, 022 52 
ey Se 
85,545,397 12 85,545,397 12 

















THOMAS WILSON, Cashier, 
Bank OF THE UNITED States, December 6, 1824. 
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BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 








Dr. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Cr. 





Funded debt United States, (various).... 
Bills discounted on personal security..... 
funded debt.......... 
bank stock, ......e08. 








Domestic bills of exchange........... vee 
Foreign bills of exchange.......+ses.00. 
Real estate ...... eee e ee eeceeeeceese eens, 
Mortgages, &c..... saacatueisaniaeamie 


Due from Bank United States and offices. 
Htate banks..ccccocccccccccces 





Debt of S. Smith and B., and G. Williams 

& CO.seeeeee 
Debt due by United States..........- 
Deficiencies .....++. 





Banking-houses, bonus, premium, &c....)... 


| 
Lael 
| 
| 
| 
| 


EXPeMsS€S.e.secresecceceeeecs 
Cash notes Bank United States and offices 
of State banks ......ccecesece 


Species. ssercccecevccevccccscevccsssvecs 





| Pee sees esesere 


$23, 170,541 93 
258, 824 86 
5,655,459 98 





Cero cree eseseees 
Se eeee eres seeene 
Se eeeeeeeee eeeee 


16, 880,255 82 
2,639,921 78 


7,193,043 06 
1,056,224 51 
6, 746,952 21 








eoeee a $18, 422,027 38 


89, 873, 732 70 





| Notes issued......eseceeessecsecs 
| Dividends unclaimed..... 
29, 084, 826 77 Profit and loss and contingent interest.. 
2,727,791 22 || Contingent fund.......ssceeesececeseses 
24,178 00 || Due to Bank United States and offices .. 
1,360,058 94 State banks......... 
135,091 85 


Seven per cent. stock ......scceeeeceeee 
| Six per cent, stock exchanged .... 
| Baring Brothers & Co.......s.eeeeeeess 
| Deposits, viz: 
On account of the Treasurer of the 
United States.......csesee oes 
Deduct overdrafts, &c......... 


eevee 


19,520,177 60 





1,207,332 08 
5,267 22 
500,931 15 
1,852,935 97 


Capital St00Ks.occcccccccccccocsccceecee 


| Discount, exchange, and interest........). 





| 


eee eeeeces eeee 





$19, 028,674 79 
509, 826 70 


$34,995,919 63 
13,234, 842 46 
839, 700 52 
146,198 08 
709,758 62 

3, 750,947 67 





Se eeeeesesesesee 


4,699,175 80 
88,995 23 





36,894 64 
On account of public officers......... 
individuals.........008 


4,610,880 57 
2,092,263 62 
5,330,921 38 





14,996,219 78 || Special deposit of Treasury drafts....... 


eeeeeeeeseseeeee 


19,538,501 49 
865,879 35 
786,336 41 

2, 407,282 90 


12,033, 365 57 
565,000 00 




















89, 873,732 70 





Bank OF THE UNITED SratTes, January 6, 1824. 


THOMAS WILSON, Cashier. 
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— 





No. 723. [2p Session, 


18TH Conaress. | 








UNCLAIMED DIVIDENDS ON PUBLIC STOCK SINCE THE ESTABLISH. 
MENT OF THE GOVERNMENT. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 25, 1825. 


Treasury Department, January 20, 1825. 


Sm: In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 16th of December last, 
directing the Secretary of the Treasury to lay before the House a statement of the unclaimed dividends 
on the public stock since the establishment of the present Government, I have the honor to submit a 
statement containing the information required. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 


Hon. H. Cuay, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





Treasury Department, Register’s Office, January 19, 1825. 


Sm: I have the honor to transmit “an account of the dividends on the public stock, since the 
establishment of the present Government,” which remained “unclaimed” on the Ist January, 1825. 
Most respectfully, your obedient, humble servant, 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


Hon. Witz1am H. Crawrorp, Secretary of the Treasury. 





An account of the dividends on the public stock, since the establishment of the present Government, which 
, remained “unclaimed” on the 1st of January, 1825. 


January 1, 1825. Amount of dividends payable at the Treasury, of those which had 
accrued at the several Loan Offices, and which, not having been applied for within nine 














months after they became payable, were returned as unclaimed.................- $226,845 89 
226,845 89 
January 1, 1825. Cash in the hands of the Cashier of the Branch Bank at Washington, for 
payment of dividends returned unclaimed from the several Loan Offices........... 26,823 01 
Amount of unclaimed Loan Office dividends, being so much retained in and payable at the 
avenery on epioiion OF the stockholders « .... os ccc cce seca cvewreeesseeseecses 200,022 88 
226,845 89 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury DepartMent, Register’s Office, January 19, 1825. 





18TH ConeREss. | No. 724. [2p Sesstoy. 








SMUGGLING ON THE NORTHWESTERN FRONTIER. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 28, 1825. 


Treasury Department, January 20, 1825. 


Sir: In reply to your letter, enclosing a resolution of the Senate directing the Committee on Finance 
to inquire what measures are necessary to prevent smuggling on the northwestern frontier of the United 
States, I have the honor to enclose a report from the First Comptroller of the Treasury containing the 
correspondence of that officer with certain Collectors on that frontier. 

The seizures made in those districts are generally of small value, and frequently do not more than 
pay the costs of prosecution; so that the officers of the customs are usually not benefitted by them. I 
enclose a letter from the Collector of Oswegatchie, which affords an illustration of this opinion, and also 
the draught of a bill which was prepared by that officer with a view to a remedy. I do not know that 
any better remedy can be suggested. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 


Hon. Samven Suits, Chairman of the Commvittee on Finance, Senate. 























ee 








SMUGGLING. 221 





Treasury Department, Comptroller’s Office, January 5, 1825. 


Sm: In compliance with your directions in relation to the enclosed resolution of the Senate of the 
United States, which instructs the Committee on Finance to inquire into the expediency of providing for 
the more effectual protection of the revenue on the frontiers of the United States, I have the honor to 
transmit herewith copies of the correspondence of this Department on the subject of seizures and violation 
of the revenue laws in some of the frontier districts of the United States. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
JOS. ANDERSON, Comptroller. 

Hon. Wm. H. Crawrorp, Secretary of the Treasury. 





District or Oswzeatcuir, Ogdensburg, January 10, 1823. 


Sir: I have thought it to be a duty which I owed as well to the Government as to myself to inform 

ou of what has transpired during the last year in relation to forfeitures of goods imported into this 

district in violation of the laws, and respectfully to submit to the consideration of the Department whether 

the law has been properly regarded by its officers; if so, to suggest some amendments which I cannot 
but think would, in their operation, essentially aid the revenue and promote the ends of justice. 

During the period above mentioned six or seven separate seizures were made by myself and the other 
officers of the district, which, on being reported, from time to time, to the District Attorney, were all 
included in five separate libels. No claim was interposed in any of the cases, and condemnation ensued 
of course. On a sale by the Marshal, at public auction, of the articles so seized, the aggregate avails 
were found to be $319 04. On calling, not long since, upon the District Clerk to receive the moiety 
which, by the act of March 3, 1815, the Collector is entitled to receive to his own use, and to the use of 
the Inspectors and informers, I was informed the amount of saies did not equal the costs of prosecution 
in the several cases, and that the deficiency, which would probably be about forty dollars, would be 
charged to my account, the costs in each case being about ninety dollars. 

The first question which presents itself seems to be, whether, by the provisions of the 5th section of 
the aforesaid act, the moiety vests in the Collector upon the seizure of the goods, and if it does, whether 
he can be divested thereof for the purpose of paying the costs of prosecution; and, also, whether he can be 
made liable for costs not met by the amount of sales? I have the honor to request an opinion on this subject, 
rendered the more interesting to me as I have advanced to indigent informers a considerable portion of 
their share, which I have been compelled to lose. I beg, sir, to state that, in my opinion, the law in rela- 
tion to seizures of small amount is extremely defective, and the proceedings unnecessarily tedious and 
expensive; and that, as I perceive that a bill is before Congress in which proper provisions might, 
probably, be inserted with convenience, I hope I shall be pardoned for the liberty that I have taken of 
enclosing herewith my hasty ideas in the form of a sketch of a bill. 

It appears to me that no danger to the revenue could result from the proposed alteration of the law 
in the cases contemplated, and I am satisfied that the operation of the amendments would, on the contrary, 
aid the revenue to the amount of from one to two hundred thousand dollars annually, which is now 
unnecessarily expended in costs. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest regard, your very obedient servant, 
AARON HACKLEY, Jr. 

Hon. Wm. H. Crawrorp, Secretary of the Treasury. 


Cotiector’s Orrice, District of Champlain, Plattsburg, February 20, 1819. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the reception of your letter dated the 8th instant, recommending 
“the utmost vigilance in detecting the frauds which are stated to be practised on board of steamboats,” 
and accompanied with a copy of a statement transmitted to your Department from Troy, in date of the 
28th ultimo. 

I have been convinced, since thirty months, of the inefficacy of the regulations maintained in relation 
to steamboats on Lake Champlain; my remonstrances on that subject to the former Collector of Vermont 
have had no effect, and in order, as it appeared, to remove all interference on my part, he placed an 
Inspector on board, and the act of the 3d day of March, 1817, was passed—an act granting privileges 
to those vehicles, repugnant, in my opinion, to some of the fundamental principles of the revenue laws, 
and injurious to the revenue. I readily believe that frauds against the revenue are committed on board 
these boats. The present Collector of Vermont (Mr. Fisk) has himself informed me that several whole 
hogsheads of rum have been passed fraudulently last summer, being covered with the fire-wood for the 
use of the engine; and that in one instance, on information, he sent his deputy to accompany the boat to 
White Hall, and seized one hogshead of rum which was found so concealed. 

The fact is, sir, that these boats are not searched; too much reliance is placed on the faculties of the 
officer of the customs stationed on board, and accompanying the vessel from the office at Alburgh to 
Burlington; indeed, it is impossible that a man alone could examine, with effect, those unwieldly boats 
where there are so many places of concealment, for when he has visited one place, the articles to be 
smuggled may be removed to the same place before visited. A slight examination of some of the trunks 
of the passengers takes place, and there generally ends. 

Should I direct a search of these steamboats when an Inspector of Vermont is on board it would be 
deemed oppression, and would also offend, as I have formerly experienced, the Collector of Vermont, who 
would consider such a step as intended to distrust the faithfulness of his officer and the propriety of 


his own measures. 


The stewards of these steamboats have every chance they can wish for to defraud the revenue, and 
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no doubt they improve it. The masters of the steamboats do not insert in their manifests, on their return 
from Canada, his sea stores, nor in the manifests of their cargo on their way to Canada; the stores of the 
stewards, I believe, are never inquired for; they may, therefore, have any number of small casks filled 
with liquors brought from Canada, and dispose of them at White Hall, and do the same every trip. You 
may think, sir, that it is my duty to see these irregularities rectified; but give me leave to repeat that 
these boats are kept and have been placed under the control of the officers of Vermont, and that they 
enter at that custom-house. There is, sir, but the old practice, which, in my opinion, will answer the 
object aimed at; it is, that the two Collectors should agree that the officers and men of both districts, 
stationed near each other at a narrow part of the lake, two miles on our side of the frontier line, should 
unite in examining thoroughly and faithfully these boats and baggage on their return from Canada, which 
if done, I have no hesitation to say, will soon put a stop to the smuggling complained of, and the sea 
stores ought also to be limited to the exigencies of the voyage. But, sir, permit me to observe that any 
measures calculated to put these boats under proper regulations should be as specifically as possible 
recommended strongly to the Collectors on this lake. Mr. Fisk is a good man, and means to do his dut 
well; he is also my friend, but he feels a delicacy in deviating from measures which have been adopted 
by his predecessor. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
PETER SAILLY. 


Hon. W. H. Crawrorp, Secretary of the Treasury. 





Treasury Department, Comptroller’s Office, March 18, 1819. 


Sir: It having been intimated to the Treasury that there are strong grounds for suspecting the steam- 
boats on Lake Champlain to be concerned in smuggling, I consider it my duty to call your immediate 
attention to the subject, and to request that energetic measures may be adopted to prevent a repetition of 
the abuses alluded to. 

It has been suggested that it might have a salutary effect if officers from your district and the district 
of Champlain were stationed near each other at a narrow part of the lake, about two miles from the 
frontier line, with directions to unite in a thorough and strict examination of the steamboats and the 
baggage of the passengers on their return from Canada. 

You will therefore be pleased to make arrangements with the Collector of the district of Champlain 
as to the course proper to be pursued under those circumstances. 

The 45th section of the collection law of 1799 points out the course to be observed with respect to 
the sea stores, and the 46th section with respect to the baggage of passengers. The Collector of Cham- 
plain has received similar instructions. 

Respectfully, 
JOSEPH ANDERSON, Comptroller. 


James Fisk, Esq., Collector, Vermont. 





Treasury Department, Comptrolier’s Office, March 18, 1819. 
Sir: The Secretary of the Treasury having referred to me your letter of the 20th ultimo, instructions 
on the subject-matter of it were immediately given to the Collector for the district of Vermont, a copy of 


which instructions is enclosed for your information. 
You will be pleased to co-operate with him in devising such means as will be likely to counteract the 


illicit practices te which you have alluded. 


Respectfully, 
JOSEPH ANDERSON, Comptroller. 


Peter Sattty, Esq., Collector, Champlain. 





Custom-HousE, District of Oswegatchie, August 18, 1819. 


Sir: Several of the innkeepers in this district have, as they could find opportunity, smuggled liquors 
for the use of their houses. A misunderstanding happening among them, one engaged as an assistant 
has informed against one of the smugglers, which has so alarmed the rest that they have all come forward 
and offered to report, under oath, what they have smuggled, and pay the duties. Not considering myself 
authorized to compromise any breach of the law, I make this appeal, respectfully soliciting your instruc- 
tions, believing myself it would be more for the public interest to make a compromise with all of them 
by accepting the entries and receiving the duties. I have forwarded to the District Attorney, in a number 
of instances, the names of persons subjected to penalties, requesting prosecutions might be commenced 
against them. In very few instances suits were commenced, but not a solitary one has been brought to 
final judgment, and should I take the same course with those now referred to, the result would probably 
be the same. I am further induced to make this application in consideration of the respectable standing 
of the party complained of, who is Captain Lyttle, late of the rifle corps, who did himself and country so 
much credit by his gallant services on the Niagara frontier in the late war. Besides, the informer is not 
the most creditable. Having been concerned in smuggling himself, he is not induced from any principle 
of respect for the laws in preferring the complaint, but from malice towards Captain Lyttle, whom he has 
threatened to ruin. Indeed, he has made himself so obnoxious by his conduct that a prosecution on his 
information would not be popular, and it would be difficult to get witnesses to go 150 miles to attend 
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the court. I believe Captain Lyttle to have been ignorant of the penalties of the law, although he must 
have known it was against the law to smuggle, and degraded himself in doing it. But he supposed (for 
which he can claim no merit) that could he evade the vigilance of the custom-house officers no after 
consequences could ensue. I have reason to suppose and believe that this exposure will be attended with 
happy consequences, and should a compromise be recommended, I think it would have a better effect than 
to prosecute. The smugglers, finding the hazard to be so great, will be deterred from making any 
attempts in future. I shall wait your instructions, and then act as you direct. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ALEXANDER RICHARDS. 
Hon. Wu. H. Crawrorn, Secretary of the Treasury. 





Treasury Department, Comptroller's Office, September 1, 1819. 


Sir: The Secretary of the Treasury has referred to me your letter of the 18th ultimo, stating that 
several of the innkeepers of your district had smugyled liquors for the use of their houses; that a person 
engaged as an assistant among them had informed against one of the smugglers, which so alarmed the 
rest that they came forward and offered to report, under oath, what they had smuggled, and pay the 
duties; but, not considering yourself authorized to make a compromise in the case of a breach of the 
laws, you request instructions from this Department, believing it would be for the interest of the public 
to make the compromise. 

In reply, I have to observe that the officers of the Treasury do not consider themselves possessed of 
the power to make such a commutation; and, even if they did, I should very much question the policy of 
exercising it in cases similar to these under consideration. 

Such a course, instead of diminishing, would, I apprehend, have a tendency to increase the evil. 

I have, therefore, to request that you will seize and libel every article which you can ascertain to 
have been smuggled, and prosecute (without regard to persons) for the penalties which have been incurred 
by the unlawful procedure. 

As you state that there is but one witness in the cases, it would be well to endeavor to obtain another. 

It may be proper to add that those persons who may be disposed to pay their fines without a prose- 
cution may be permitted to do so. 

Respectfully, 
JOS. ANDERSON, Comptroller. 

ALEXANDER Ricuarps, Esq. 





Extract of a letter from John Grant, jr., Deputy Collector for the District of Oswego, dated November 5, 1823. 


“During Elliott’s service he seized one vessel, the Marietta, which I have reported to the District 
Attorney for libelling. She had been employed in petty smuggling, and in making voyages to Canada, 
when under a license. She was seized at the eastern extremity of our district, and I was under the 
necessity of employing two special Inspectors for the purpose of navigating her to this port. These were 
John Bugee and Henry Manwaring, whose accounts are in the bills of Inspectors. ‘Two other vessels 
have been reported, which will be seized as soon as an opportunity offers.” 





Port or OcpensBure, January 16, 1824. 


Sir: About a year ago I had the honor to enclose to the Secretary of the Treasury the sketch of a 
bill similar to the one which I now take the liberty to enclose to you, which liberty I pray you to pardon. 
The session being limited was then, probably, too far advanced to have insured attention to the subject, 
had the amendment proposed met the approbation of the honorable the Secretary. Persuaded myself 
of the beneficial operation of such a bill, as it regards both the Treasury and the officers of the customs, 
Ihave hoped that during the recess it might have attracted the attention of the Department, and if 
approved, have been recommended to the consideration of either the Committee of Ways and Means or 
that of Commerce. 

_ In the pressure of more weighty concerns, during the lamented illness of the Secretary, this compara- 
tively unimportant matter has probably escaped his notice. ; 

During the summer I had an opportunity of conversing with Mr. Cambreleng, of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, who was pleased to approve of the alteration proposed in the law, and to promise to 
consult with you in relation to it. 

Most of the seizures made on this frontier, and, I presume, many of those made in the western States 
and on the seaboard, are of small amount, and in ninety-nine out of a hundred cases no claim is preferred. 
It appears to me, and such also is the view of other Collectors in this quarter, that in these small cases 

ere is no necessity of going through the tedious and dilatory forms of monition, libel, condemnation, and 
sale by the Marshal. The taxable costs in each case are about ninety dollars—a sum frequently exceeding 
the avails of the article sold, and the deficiency of avails to meet the costs is charged to the Collector, 
who has generally been at considerable expense in making the seizure, and has, perhaps, made advances 
to informers. 

The costs in any case intended to be embraced in the proposed bill would not exceed ten, and in most 
cases would not reach five dollars, creating a saving to the Treasury which, I believe, would not fall 
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short of fifty thousand dollars annually now expended in unnecessary costs. Allow me to add that the 
subordinate officers of the customs are much disheartened, after undergoing the fatigue, the trouble, and 
sometimes the peril of making these seizures, to find, at last, instead of a division of the avails being 
made between the Government and them, that the whole proceeds are consumed by the costs of prosecution, 

Permit me to solicit your indulgence for the liberty I have taken in asking your attention to the 
above subject. 

I embrace this occasion to inquire of you whether, under your instructions of the 26th of September 
last, Iam to permit persons travelling from Canada into the United States, with their own sleighs or 
carriages and horses, with their own personal baggage only, and with the intention, as far as can be 
ascertained, of returning, to pass without the payment of duties; and whether those carrying freight, 
either for themselves or others, are or are not subject to duty. I have never permitted horses, brought 
from Canada “for the importer’s own use,” to be so imported without subjecting them to duty, whether 
“intended to be taken back” or not; and such have been my instructions to the Inspectors, which I 
believe have been faithfully observed. 

I have the honor to remain, with the highest respect, your very obedient servant, 
AARON HACKLEY, Collector. 


Hon. Josern Anperson, First Comptroller of the Treasury. 





Treasury Department, Comptroller’s Office, February 24, 1824. 


Sir: The enclosed sketch of a bill, which was forwarded to this Department by Mr. Hackley, Collector 
of the Customs for the district of Oswegatchie, is respectfully submitted to you for such a disposition of 
it as you may think proper to make. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
JOS. ANDERSON, Comptroller. 


Hon. Wu. H. Crawrorp, Secretary of the Treasury. 





Extract from a letter of Nathan Sage, Esq., Collector for the District of Oswego, dated April 22, 1824. 


“Thave kept one of them, Mr. Southworth, in employ, not only in my own district, but also in the 
neighboring districts, and even in Canada. The accounts rendered in his favor, as an Inspector, will not by 
any means cover my advances to him, although (in my own opinion at least) his services have been greater 
than those of any three Inspectors who have been employed on this frontier for the year past. Through 
his exertions I have been enabled to detect several vessels which have been more or less employed in 
violating the revenue laws for years past, and have also ascertained several acts of smuggling committed 
by some of the most responsible men in this and a neighboring district, whom I have never been able to 
detect before, although I have been long satisfied that they were daily accumulating large fortunes by 
their constant and successful violation of the revenue laws. In the letter acompanying the returns from 
this office for the last quarter of 1823, Mr. Anderson was advised that we were preparing to seize some 
vessels then laid up for the winter, and also to commence some suits for penalties as soon as the testimony 
could be arranged. 

“ Anxious, however, to avoid all prosecutions that might be trifling in themselves, or which might 
possibly terminate unfavorably, I sent my deputy to the United States Attorney, at Utica, for the purpose 
of submitting the facts, together with the testimony, to him, and to be governed by his decision. After 
an examination of the subject, Mr. Beardsley, the United States Attorney, authorized and sanctioned the 
seizure of five vessels and the prosecution of eight suits for penalties. In consequence of this opinion, 
one of the vessels (the Laura) of Genesee river has been seized; the others not being fin the habit of 
frequenting our district, arrangements have beew made with Colonel Esseltyne, the Collector at Cape 
Vincent, to seize them in his district whenever an opportunity shall offer. The amount of penalties, which 
we have every reason te believe we shall recover, will be some four or five thousand dollars. Writs have 
already been issued, returnable in May term ensuing; and when returned, a detailed account of the whole 
will be forwarded to Mr. Anderson. For all this I am chiefly indebted to the exertions of Mr. Southworth. 
In the abstract of Inspector’s bill for the quarter ending the 31st March instant, the name of John Bugee 
will be found as an Inspector, whose employment as such was not sanctioned by the Secretary. He was 
employed twice, on different wages, in cases of such emergency that time did not permit my requesting 
the Secretary’s approbation, and he was not designed for any further services than those charged in his 
account.” 





Extract of a letter from John Grant, jr., Deputy Collector for the District of Oswego, dated October 20, 1824. 


“In a communication addressed to Mr. Anderson under date of April 22 last, I had the honor of 
informing him that, from the exertions of D. H. Southworth, one of our Inspectors, we had detected 
several vessels which had been long suspected of being smugglers, and should seize them as soon as 
circumstances would permit; that we had also detected several gentlemen residing in this and the 
neighboring districts, some of whom were well known to have accumulated handsome fortunes by 
smuggling, (but who had hitherto conducted all their concerns of this description so ingeniously as to 
avoid all penal prosecutions,) against whom we should commence suits as soon as possible. I have now 
the honor of informing Mr. Anderson that, at the last term of the United States Court in this district, the 
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schooner Sandy Creek was condemned, (the Marietta and Clarissa having been condemned the term 
previous, ) and thirteen suits for the recovery of penalties tried, in all of which we obtained judgments, 
amounting in the aggregate, exclusive of costs, to $3,790. Two of the most important remain to be tried, 
having been put over by the defendants through the indulgence of the Judge. A more detailed account 
of the suits will, I presume, be furnished Mr. Anderson by Mr. Beardsley, the United States Attorney. 

“T would close this communication by reporting to Mr. Anderson the seizure of the steamboat 
Ontario, made a few days since by some of our officers, in the district of Sackett’s Harbor, which has 
produced an uncommon degree of excitement. We do not charge either the owners or master of this 
vessel so much with smuggling as we do with rendering facilities to others to smuggle in the character 
of passengers. It has long been customary for this steamboat, both in the river Niagara and St. Lawrence, 
in her trips between Niagara and Ogdensburg, and frequently in the Kingston channel, to receive 
passengers from the Canada shore, with their trunks and baggage, and in many cases to send her own 
boats after them and bring them with their trunks on board, (while sailing under a license,) and after- 
wards land them at different places on our own shore, without ever reporting the facts to any custom-house 
officer; a practice which, if permitted, would furnish to smugglers all the security and protection they 
could wish. Our only object in making the seizure was to stop this practice, a thing which we found 
impossible in any other way.” 
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ASSAYS OF FOREIGN COINS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 28, 1825. 


Treasury Department, January 27, 1825. 


Sm: In pursuance of the act entitled “An act regulating the currency within the United States of 
the gold coins of Great Britain, France, Spain, and Portugal, and the crowns of France, and five franc 
pieces,” passed the 29th day of April, 1816, I have the honor to transmit herewith a report of the Director 
of the Mint, giving the result of sundry assays made in pursuance of instructions from this Department. 

I have the honor to be your most obedient servant, 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 

Hon. Henry Cray, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





Mint or THE Unirep Srates, Philadelphia, January 21, 1825. 


Sir: Conformably to your general instructions addressed to this office, I have caused assays to be 
made of the foreign coins current by law in the United States, and now communicate the result. 

The report of the assays exhibits the following proportions of pure gold and pure silver contained 
in the aforesaid coins, respectively: 


Gold coins. 


Of Great Britain, 22 carats, or 22 parts pure gold in 24. 

Of Portugal, 21 carats, 33% grains, or 218% parts pure gold in 24. 
Of France, 21 carats, 24 grains, or 21§ parts pure gold in 24. 
Of Spain, 20 carats,3 grains, or 203 parts pure gold in 24. 


Silver coins. 


Crowns of France, 10 ounces, 18 pennyweights, 12 grains pure silver in 12 ounces. 
Five franc pieces, 10 ounces, 16 pennyweights, 12 grains pure silver in 12 ounces. 
Spanish dollars, 10 ounces, 16 pennyweights pure silver in 12 ounces. 


The gold assays were made of proportional parts of three pieces, and the silver assays of propor- 
tional parts of five pieces, of the latest dates procurable of the several coins assayed. 

The standard of the gold coins of the United States being eleven parts fine and one part alloy, or 
22 parts pure gold in 24, and the eagle of ten dollars containing, as by law established, 270 grains of 
standard gold, the following intrinsic values of the foreign gold coins now current, according to the 
standard of the United States, axe severally derived from the above assays thereof : 


Standard United States, 100 cents for 27 grains, or 883%% cents per pennyweight. 
Coins of Great Britain, 100 cents for 27 grains, or 883% cents per pennyweight. 


Coins of Portugal, 100 cents for 27x80 grains, or 883% cents per pennyweight. 
Coins of France, 100 cents for 27x05 grains, or 873% cents per pennyweight. 
Coins of Spain, 100 cents for 285% grains, or 833% cents per pennyweight. 


_ On comparing these results with preceding assays of foreign coins, it will be observed that the gold 
cons of Great Britain are uniformly of the standard of the United States; that those of Portugal, though 
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they approach the same standard very nearly, are, strictly, inferior; and that those of France and Spain 
are always decidedly inferior. It will also be observed that the values severally assigned to those coins 
by the act of March 23, 1823, under which they have a qualified currency, being made receivable in 
payments on account of public lands, agree very nearly with the average of all the assays thereof 
hitherto made. ’ . 

The standard of the silver coins of the United States being 10 ounces, 14 pennyweights, 433 grains 
of pure silver in 12 ounces, and the dollar of one hundred cents, containing, as by law established, 416 
grains of standard silver, the following intrinsic values of the foreign silver coins now current, according 
to the standard of the United States, are severally derived from the above assays thereof : 


Standard United States, 115x%% cents per ounce. 


Crown of France, 11Txes cents per ounce. 
Five franc pieces, 116% cents per ounce. 
Spanish dollars, 11675 cents per ounce. 


The ordinary weight of the French crown now in circulation, as appears from the average of those 
received and weighed recently at the Mint, is 18 pennyweights, 13} grains; their intrinsic value, there- 
fore, is 109% cents. 

The ordinary weight of the five franc piece, as appears from the average of those recently weighed 
at the Mint, is 16 pennyweights, the intrinsic value corresponding to which is 93 cents 3 mills. 

The intrinsic value of the Spanish dollar may be estimated at 100 cents 6 mills, the weight thereof 
being generally 415 grains, as assumed in the several acts of Congress making it a legal tender. 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
SAM. MOORE. 


Hon. Wm. H. Crawrorn, Secretary of the Treasury. 
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OPERATIONS OF THE MINT IN 1824. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 9, 1825. 


To the House of Representatives of the United States: 
I herewith transmit a report from the Director of the Mint of the United States, showing the opera- 
tions of that institution for the last year. 
JAMES MONROE. 


Wasuineton, February 2, 1825. 





Mint or THE Unitep States, Philadelphia, January 1, 1825. 


Sir: I have the honor to lay before you a report of the operations of the Mint during the past year. 
From the statement of the Treasurer, herewith transmitted, it appears that the coinage executed 
within the above period has amounted to $1,858,297, consisting of 4,786,894 pieces of coin, viz: 





Uf 50.980 wincee, GMONIINe 40... .... 2 066 2 einen e ces $93,200 
OF GRVOEr ...5+> 3,504,954 pieces, amounting tO................eseeee- » 1,752,477 
Of copper..... 1,262,000 pieces, amounting to...................-.-- 12,620 

4,786,894 1,858,297 








Deposits of gold have been for the last three years inconsiderable. While gold bullion is in demand 
at a premium on its standard value, for the purpose of exportation as a remittance, instead of bills at 
the current exchange, no adequate inducement exists to bring it to the Mint, if its value can be otherwise 
satisfactorily ascertained. It is obvious that, if coined and issued under such circumstances, it cannot 
be retained in circulation. 

Of the gold coined within the year, about five per cent. was received from North Carolina, thirty-five 
from Africa, and fifty from South America and the West Indies. The remainder, about ten per cent., is of 
uncertain origin. 

Of silver, the receipt has been abundant throughout the year. The amount now in the vaults of the 
Mint exceeds $300,000, and no failure of the supply is at present anticipated. A large portion of this 
supply comes directly from Mexico, South America, and the West Indies, in various forms of unwrought 
bullion, in plate, and in coins not admitted into our currency. But the principal deposits are made in 
foreign coins by the banks, especially the Bank of the United States, about $1,200,000 having been 
received from that institution within the past year. 

The amount of copper, coined and uncoined, the property of the United States, now at the Mint, is 
about $25,000. The issue of cents within the year has amounted to $15,475, on which a profit has accrued 
of nearly $4,500, as will be more particularly specified in the usual return made by the Treasurer on that 
subject. 
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The aggregate profit heretofore realized on the coinage of copper having amply refunded the amount 
ordinarily invested on behalf of the Government in the purchase of that article, the profit now derived 
from the annual issue of cents, which is regularly paid into the Treasury of the United States, is an 
effective reimbursement of so much of the amount expended under the appropriation of the year for 
the support of the Mint. 

Copper coins being transported at the expense and risk of the Government to all parts of the United 
States, the knowledge of this facility, as it is more generally diffused, may be expected to increase the 
demand for them. Care is taken that this demand shall always be promptly satisfied. 

No material interruption has occurred within the year to the ordinary business of the Mint. Though 
the retirement from office and closely following decease of my excellent predecessor marked this period, 
the assiduous care of highly qualified officers, long associated with him, preserved unimpaired the 

rogress of its operations. The present report exhibits an amount of coinage inferior by only a minute 
difference to that of the year 1820, hitherto the most productive in the records of the establishment. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
SAM. MOORE. 
The Presmwent of the United States. 


Statement of the coins struck at the Mint of the United States from January 1 to December 31, 1824. 
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JAMES RUSH. 
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SINKING FUND FOR PAYMENT OF THE PUBLIC DEBT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 7, 1825. 
REPORT. 


The Commissioners of the Sinking Fund respectfully report to Congress: 

That the measures which have been authorized by the Board subsequent to the last report of the 6th 
of February, 1824, as far as the same have been completed, are fully detailed in the report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury to this Board, dated the fourth day of the present month, and in the statements therein 
referred to, which are herewith transmitted and prayed to be received as a part of this report. 

JOHN GAILLARD, President of the Senate pro tem. 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, Secretary of State. 
WM. H. CRAWFORD, Secretary of the Treasury. 


Wasuineton, February 5, 1825. 





Treasury Department, February 4, 1825. 


The Secretary of the Treasury respectfully reports to the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund: 
_ That the sums disbursed from the Treasury during the year 1823, on account of the’ principal and 
interest of the public debt, amounted, as per the last annual report, to.. $5,531,171 58 
To which add for interest on debts recovered from Commissioners of Loans 





ee ee Pe ere er eres Sarre r 148 07 
5,531,319 65 
And deduct the amount of a repayment in that year................4. 1,365 72 





Leaves the amount to be accounted for in this report.............000eceeeeeeeeeeeees $5,529,953 93 
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There was applied for the payment of a sum short provided on account of 

the public debt prior to the Ist of January, 1823, as per statement B, 

annexed to the last annual report .... 16-6. esse eee eee e ete e eee e eee eeeeeeeeeee 
There was applied during the year 1823, towards the payment of the 

principal and interest of the public debt, as ascertained by accounts 

rendered to this Department, as per annexed statement A, the sum of $5,617,741 25 


$27,620 18 











As follows: 
In the reimbursement of the principal of the deferred stock............ 601,560 32 
In the reimbursement of the principal of the Mississippistock.......... 5,4TT OT 
In payment of certain parts of the domestic debt.................++-. 294 42 
607,331 81 
The interest which accrued in the year 1823 amounted to.............. 5,010,409 44 





5,617,741 25 


Of this sum there was short provided, consisting of unclaimed dividends 


not applied for by the proprietors, as per annexed statement B...... 115,407 50 
5,502,333 75 








5,529,953 93 


—<<—__ 
_—_—_———— 


That during the year 1824 the following disbursements were made by the Treasury, on account of 
the principal and interest of the public debt: 








On account of the interest of the debt and reimbursement of the deferred stock........ $5,301,104 19 
Redemption of the seven per cent. stock .........c0scceccseccccceceseessceces Tee 8,647,611 54 
Redemption of the exchanged six per cent. stock of 1812........... cece cece eee eees 2,612,435 69 
eg. PPT eTT TTT TTT EEE LITE 7,242 84 

Making, together, as appears by statement C, the sum of ..............eceeeeee 16,568,393 76 


Which disbursements were made from the appropriation of ten millions of dollars for the year 1824, 
and will be accounted for in the next annual report, in conformity to accounts which shall then have been 
rendered to this Department. In the mean time, the manner in which the said sum has been applied is 


estimated as follows: 
There is estimated to have been applied to the deficiency at the end of the year 1823, 


EES et henry Se ere ete ree rrr $115,407 50 
Add per statement D, in the reimbursement of the deferred stock..............+000008 357,544 91 
In the purchase and redemption of the seven per cent. stock. .............s00+ seoeee 8,597,309 35 
In the redemption of the exchanged six per cent. stock of 1812............... 0c eeeee 2,612,435 69 
pe Gas Pemberpement OF Tho Missiesinnl BLOCK. 2... soos cc cece ccecsccvecwccscseeasee 7,242 34 





11,689,939 79 


In the payment of the interest on the debt, and premium on the purchase 
of seven per cent. stock under the act of the 22d of January, 1824: 





ane interest for IGR4 ia estimated at ....... 2.2 2c ccc eccccscecsseecss $4,906,602 07 
The premium paid on seven per cent. stock purchased between January 22 

and June 30, 1824, as per accounts settled at the Treasury, amounted to 50,302 19 

4,956,904 26 

Deduct this sum, short provided, per estimate E..................004- 78,450 29 


4,878,453 91 








16,568,393 76 








A statement (F) is annexed which exhibits the annual appropriation remaining unapplied on the Ist 
of January, 1825, and a statement, marked G, of the funded debt on the Ist of January, 1825. 


All which is respectfully submitted. 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 





A. 
Statement of the application during the year 1823 of the funds provided for the payment of the principal and 
interest of the public debt. 
I. Payments on account of the principal of the public debt: 
1. Reimbursement of the deferred stock .........c.cccccescccccccccces $601,560 32 
2. Reimbursement of the Mississippi stock..............ccceceeeeccees 5,ATT OT 
3. In payment of certain parts of the domestic debt .................... 294 42 





$607,331 81 
II. Payments on account of the interest: 
The interest for the year 1823, as per accounts settled at the Treasury, amounted to..... 5,010,409 44 


5,617,141 25 


—— 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 








Treasury Department, Register’s Office, February 3, 1825. 
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B. 


Statement of the provision made before the 1st January, 1824, for payment of the principal and interest of the 


public debt. 


The demands to be satisfied on the Ist of January, 1824, were as follows: 


1. Dividends payable by Commissioners of Loans, including dividends due 
on that day, and exclusive of dividends no longer demandable at 


their offices 


$1,525,462 31 


9. Unclaimed dividends from the Loan Offices, payable at the Treasury, 
beyond the amount advanced for their payment .................. 232,622 01 
3, Balance due the late agents in London, per Treasury settlement No. 


43,824 


ooo ees eee eee eee eee eee eee seers seeseeeseeeeeeseereeeeeeseesee 


1,474 44 





The funds provided to satisfy the demands were as follows: 


1. Cash in the hands of Commissioners of Loans applicable to dividends. 1,528,153 45 
9. Cash advanced for Treasury dividends over the amount payable. .... 12,060 07 
3. Cash paid for bills on account of the debt which were protested for non- 

payment and not yet repaid, as per note A to statement B, which 


accompanied the report of 7th of February, 1822................. 103,937 T4 


Short provided...... 





$1,759,558 76 


1,644,151 26 





115,407 50 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, February 3, 1825. 














C. 
List of warrants drawn according to law, during the year 1824, on the Treasurer of the United States, on 
account of interest and reimbursement of the domestic debt. 
Date. No. In whose favor. Amount. 
1824, 

January 5 3959 Branch of Farmers’ Bank, Delaware.......sccsceccceccccccccccccccccccecceeccess seeesseae ec cccccccccens $208 21 
<f 80 Branch Bank, Fayetteville ......ecccccccccccccccccccccecceces Nicsccceededscsebeatesesaearenve Cetoscoecece 197 31 
9 OS fivisessedOtecccs Washington ....ccccecseccece salaisiecelncseseaiaaue ae veaeuaceaeanwanas gutindainenicinanuaaaeeoes 50,000 00 
February 10 4045 focccceee OGsscsas OW Ol Esccsccsecccscecees ccesies beneeesseees San ecucevasenacentuees Ctoccccocecccens seeees 5,177 48 
12 47 Bank of the United States.........ceccccceeees suse seStecteeeceecceces Senn Samed bseseccducsnsoue Resecedees 1,768 16 
14 54 Branch Bank, Boston. .......secccceccscccceeeees w00ce cece see aiecose cece cccee cece ceccccccsccccccccs ceeves 10,035 06 
16 GO” Taceneees dO...0. Providence...... Meda Seiee eeonivcceeie se peraneaceeawe sae vadseneaseaes xeebua <dwedscenacseccceas 131 99 
18 61 Bank of the United States............ seule siveeeeusesetces maltecusadovecauesunecsasdacwsecd Manaccamadaende 39 22 
19 62 Branch Bank, New York.......cccesscceccceeces sdeneseasahaveccavooweensas peed Gale ealveesecincseaceodes 1,454 83 
20 OS! Peseiiees AO vecseas BORON 5 660 ss'scasce'e Rusia sisasscweede WEEE ee eaaaceweiaadacdesacawses aaiccraaaan aaaee 2,257 96 
21 TO; | sesereeas Sco wate cP LOUIUONOD Wiss dis'csiceacncascacowcsseee paviweeas Mancicaicecislaslaneslices sauieadaciesaecade eaccdaee 478 76 
25 83 Bank of the United States.......sccscccecccecsees Seedeteteceseocce Pacaald oneden dea enenaceaceceadssaeenes 239 75 
26 84 Branch Bank, New York........0006 aan in sebwaeeee Dass. Meso easewewe CC Gundeeneeasceeerdiawsacusdcessouneae 660 14 
Q7 BS lseesecs dO......BOstOnsecececscece cccccccccece ecccccceee Sodeciedene Secs enceed veedescesinceweee e ceccccccccce 2,399 10 
OO asewasellOsecece PR MACWR sscciccccccccceccecees eeceaseons Seaccween conned apumuddadeeduededscawe vamnaaceae 128 69 
March 1 96 02 ccccdOvescce Providence .. soacseeceecns PCE CE PREECE PPE ET COCCI EC ECOTT TELE cumeiaeee 27 47 
3 4104 |....000.dO.eeee . New York...... pose cunseeeee ene eceastecusdecsnenanemens cuuouadgedsesesaeneeunrce peecccas 359 67 
4 8 seve Dceiss se DOMOME Venenesesececeee ASCRCUCE ET Ere EUS CTE CCEE OCTET diecececaaede Lasdacssuucscnanas 3,044 60 
8 1S? Naess CC Providence........ pace esees pusesees i aseeencencaescen Riiweitadectiaveacees duaideuncecee rerere 64 45 
Ree |i sara otauiis SEO ore cia cra MEME OLEI WINS ois 6 5'6 a.0's's ece'a sle'ecis cin/oe cgi aitib'a o Gace: vais pe dwnwied eeneis unin nsbiseiieecedeiisedeveuns 54 24 
10 DO” l ceewasschOuvwees New York.......06. pees <paneeaR eee psa dbandwecaiipsnssuclecca i deiaadenawcidddddsnceseccede 278 76 
11 Ba) | cavaweasdOeruwnts Boston....... awateas nese Sanee sna ceed vad susn es wscrcaswauenancswuiia Sdausaarsacesenaenees 1,822 65 
13 ae Ree dO...08. PYOVIMONCO i595 sinicisogsseesseassescensseses Pacasaricaeecaleneneaomeace ikea ees ee ree re 113 83 
15 On bevcendsttOceaste Washington ....ecssececceee enwaeeheeeee pees OEE RN PILE P ETE TPO EE waaisa Sesiree 8 75 
17 4l Geweck dO cocci c NOW MOM ssicssbstincaevoseeeesexenseces eee Kiddsaon dite causenteasas mecmeesees eseacies 778 55 
19 AD | iswsieesedOeeecsr OMI 664 4:oeea c0es Shes eveneocsucacees Shae Rue ene DE Rude aGAda ead cavneseanaaiuas pdncceweee 679 47 
AGr |S eicnse soe Oeass sis PIGVERONCDycae ss ncweaceecseseaces eseees Bisceavatercces eebicenadaes Pudmupemuadenacaccaas 8 75 
20 49 Bank of the United States. ......ccccesceccceccseecees Gayseeccsces aanaae Raadauueainesadeaie adeeeceaakeed 7 00 
26 61 | Branch Bank, New York.....cccccccccsessevesscces meeeeen Kei eaeededesasaccuavases pcuecsenoace weaueedan 35 00 
62 +e+.d0......Portsmouth....... prea nee esegecnweses aeeeunbediececetcveen diaeatunies déaaensweaes eaeedd 5,593 56 
GS! laveseees AO. eccecMIMMICIOWE cocccccsccesccceccocecosceeccsscccces walecvaNneeeseees seuauasiassetnaeas ceeewaas 7,613 61 
64 Bank of the United States............ magaieetie ae Dakeaedesnnedoxccauses xed eavadeuawonauadenasues wads 592,055 84 
65 | Trenton Banking Company.........seeees sauivkeveececcee atacecdesedsekenednavstsestoeeeecenaaccdeceen 3,269 55 
OG || Brsiel Hank, Bal. 0c cccccsscccecccesveccasiesescececseceacs aces Kvecadsaksbeussnddacecwesuseacenes 52,437 51 
67 Bank of the United States..........seee0. mosbeaencens eansececee rere Wicaddaddansudsendacaduceducddcases 10,060 53 
OS (|| Braver Bank, WAMUNEINR Gecadccassesescescsdcceertee bes cceiesdeecovacnweseseseces Seeendieesecececveveuan 13, 342 23 
69 Thomas T. Tucker......ss0eeceeeees Seasweneweees Masudawrasareaecesidaecadasexwceedane “sae sdecececuseees 12,364 74 
MAND VessceseclOiacacisaicacinss ven iadenacns ones rere re eeeeueas Rritweccanad baw ewes Kbsieceumocsensuadaneres 1,970 55 
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Date. 


2 


In whose favor. 





1824, 
March 


April 


May 


June 


July 


August 


September 


~s 


23 


anu 


15 
19 
21 


11 
19 


23 


24 
25 


i 
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95 
95 
4410 
13 
60 
62 
70 
7§ 
80 
92 
4502 


~e 


43 
53 
58 
59 
69 
4909 
20 
21 
28 
57 
76 
80 
5005 
10 
38 


62 
66 
80 
81 
99 
5100 


Branch Bank, Charleston.....ccscsscserccccccccccccccccccscccccsessesessssssesssss sess essssessesseessens 


OcceeeeRiChmOnd ..cocccccecececccccecsccsesccscccessss esse cesses sess sess sees sess sees sere ceeseces 


sccu eonetaakoas DOOR inn 6 666.660 6 0:60:560460 0046 05:06:0000 06.5600 0000 0000 6600 '0050:0000:0005 60099600 000005 000008 
Soap eae Oooo c MiddlCtOWN 2000 cc0s cocccccccc cece cece cccccc cece cece cceces eens ence cece rece sesees coccccces 


Branch of Farmers’ Bank Of Delaware .......ccccce cecccc cece cenene essen esse eee: seer enes Sees seer ease eees 


Branch Bank, Providence. .....cccceeccececceccccccececsesesss sess sees eres sees sess esse sees assesses sseens 


lpane ks eNO is anna sO INE ws is dw ean iw Sn 00S 0 ein es win 6 05650 0005 4540 $009 :00565 506 04 040008 0 904 4d d 08895 se 
ieceene Soli acass Fayetteville ....cccecs ccc cvcccc cess ccccecceeeeseeeeee seen ee eseees cesses eeeeeeeesseseenees 
ew oie MEO a is wv b:40 ADO RUOID sim 6 0: os ois 510 0.00 16 510 0:5,0 0 6:06 W's 9.5 0 5 1010 1050 90 415101010 0.0.6 0.00161 010 005 0S 4019:5'00:919:90:04)6 0 0101581996100 6.6:0 
boewdeeriDensnes PROVAREMRE sc0sesseees peise we SSE Seb epessnien shee me noinens PILE ETE pwbew ens sSSwas bias 
chee nek BOp.usae New York...... pu uewcesenane TT rT rEr ee ee roy ETT VELYT LTTE RL LL Er 
lsppaw EEO EE ELE hbase w ean SeNee bees sssSrbabsenooans Seabaakukweussedeces eeeuwenieebebe seas ere 
Bank of the United States......... PO EOE TTT TOOT TTT TEC LE TE TS OL eke 


Seer eee ee eeeeeeeeeeseseeseesesese 


Branch Bank, Boston........... TT Ty re eo 


Py RGMIMAOED Ss. «sc nico Gsc cob ud oe ons.0cuwaswewec¥ 6s ee beens 005000 400s 0b6ss0 00.00 Sales 555405 ooGes6 


Reece ecereeeeeeseees 
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eeeeeee 
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cmab pion Oo coca NCW WAOTK oo.cc6ic 0006 050.000 60100 41604 60'001010:9:0'0:0.5 005010 0 0'v10)0'0 010, 6.4:5:65 6106108 0'0:0)05,6 4006s 600 000s sees 
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inseam 90 00 e.cc00 c BOSTON .2.0.0.00 00.00.0000 0000 6000 0000000000 0000000000 0000 cece seeecccs secees pecs eese sees esooee 
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ssuepetepenas EE eee TP ToT ey TT TTT TERT Trt ee Le 
| wweececAOscseee NOW YOK. cece ccc cccccncccs cece ee Serenee sere sesese assess sees sees sseseese essere sees eees 


los een oe MMEEEGIYS  Gicabcioesoucskeueesesennbnoesesepeseseabee mone Se cumsbelusess asics ssuyincs ses ee sess 
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leeeeeeeedO..e0e.Providence...... SPP TT TTT OTe LL te oe 
| Bank of the United States,.....cccccescccccccccccrcccecesscensesssesssssss sess cesses esse sessaseesses sees 
| Branch Bank, Boston......sscscesececeeeceeseeceeecccseseesnceceeeeasesesssesceswesesscsesecesseseceress 
| Bank of the United States.....cccccccccccccccccceccceeeceseees esse seeesessseese sere eeee sees sess sees sens 
| Trenton Banking Company.....seccccceccccccccccccceeceeseeeeesessssesssssssesses esse sures eseseseseses 

Bank of the United States, ....ccccocccccvccscccccccccceees sees sees seessss sess sees cess eeeseseeseesseeees 
| Branch Bank, Washington.......sssssssessccceececsseceaceesssenssccececsencecseaseaseecscseesseaee ees 


| Thomas T. Tucker... 2... sseecccccceecceeesssenscesesseesessssscncssscsecsssssecesscesscesesessesasse eens 


| csp She etlOb sah nenedbosadeeps vonss eee eee Pe Le er oe 


Branch Bank, Baltimore......eccecesecesecccccccccseeeececseccnteeseeseesensssseesesessseesesesccsecees 


jecceeeeeOe cece eHAartfOrdesssecceeeeseceeceseneeeeereeecrereeeeeeseree seer seen sees eeeeeeesee sees eeseeesseees 
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Bank of the United States.......+++seeee- Ree TS YS TS rT ee Ee Piet Pore Ce 
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«a chlOcn cco BRACIMMOIG «5 5.5.5.0.0.0:46.000000.0,6 0000506010 :9:000 000006 .00'0 6 0'60.0'0's 0 5900 0106106 00:06:06 6046's se se eeee 
Branch of Farmers? Bank Of Delaware. ...ccececeeececccc cscs veeseeceeees esse cesses eeesescessss sess essens 
Branch Bank, Boston......ceesceececceneceeecceeeeeeeeseeee see eeeeeeees seers seeeees wens a eeeenseeeeee eens 
sews olen ccss OW ROK ss20400000 BO SS EE POET PO TT TOC, TUR EST Ee er ee 
Pr GPereres Whi asl) eer eee eee eee e EEOC e tee 
Bank of the United States.....csccccccccccccccccsceeeesesssss esse sessss sess secees cess seeseesecess cess nees 


| Branch Bank, New York.....ssccccccceccccecccccccceccssscssseeeesessees sees ssaees sees eeeeesecee eeees 
0 cccedO.cceee. New YOrK...0- OES TET TT ST OST TTT TTT COTTE ee Oe 


|p en ceeedOsseees BAIGMOFE. ...ceeceeecccrsenccerecccercccscaesssaaseasanssssessseesesscesesseseseasesece sees 
cewc cece Occceee NOW YOrK.scccccccccccvccccccccccceceesre esse sere eseses sees eeee es eeesseseee esse eeee neeees 


CORR HPO RHE Ree eH EET OOOOH Seeeees Seeeseeeeee® 


| okt SEMEL SRE OM Gai cabo ver denshu seas oeenwinesna nes 
leesveseedOsscceseeeedOrssecseecceccscssrsrcssrscsscasscssesesssecesecsseesessecacaes sens seuss snasesseeee 
Bank of the United States..... 2.4 sescccccccccccvcccceeeessessssensees esse snssee esses seesseseeseeese sees 
Branch Bank, Providence ....seeeesececeeeccececceccccenseseeeassesssssesessesss cesses cesses aes sseneees 
cece weccdOccecesBOStON.. cccscccccecccccccccccecccecersesseeees esses ees eeee sere es sess es cesses eeeses sees sees 
| cwwccccOcccececcecDOccccvcccccccsessssssececcssees sess esse esses seeee reese essen serssss sees esses seen ees 
Trenton Banking Company ....seseeseeceeseccenccecen. coenseneeessssseesseseeesesssssesseessasuesseeeees 
Bank of the United States .....ccccccccccccceseees seseeesesese cesses assesses eseseseseses sees eeeeee eens sees 


POOP e ede eee eee ee SEH OEEEEH OE TEHEHEEE EH OEEE 


Branch Bank, Baltimore.....cssccececeeecccceeseeevesseseens 
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Bank of the United States......... capbaneeasue PPT TT eT Te OTL Tir Oe i a 


Amount. 


$46,524 99 
5,945 09 
261,708 69 
49 17 
304,413 81 
64 38 
8,242 68 
5,352 42 
150 32 
4,511 55 
199 59 
893 82 
2,402 46 
2,245 28 
872 23 
41 41 
1,209 47 
96 25 
1,989 84 
471 62 
1,097 82 
254 36 
359 62 
355 06 
87 50 
106 75 
175 34 
48 35 
359 40 
29 75 
107 85 
178 50 
540 09 
124 49 
1%5 
603,472 71 
3,329 51 
10,060 53 
13,430 19 
12, 364 74 
1,970 55 
52,774 53 
7,534 77 
5,461 86 
248, 889 01 
10 50 
42, 322 13 
5,936 24 
298, 402 03 
66 37 
2,986 03 
4,436 70 
150 32 
385 59 
305 06 
250 76 
409 50 
586 OL 
175 00 
150 69 
459 03 
192 50 
606 37 
87 50 
869 13 
87 50 
67 37 
21 67 
87 50 
1,089 74 
7,389 80 
95 41 
26 25 
67 73 
3,379 48 
646,851 27 
52,187 14 
6,030 18 
9,990 47 
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12 
14 
16 
18 
19 
20 


21 
23 
25 
26 
27 


March 


ar wnd = 


2m» Ww 
or oS 


a 


C—Continued. 








| 
| 
| 
| 











No. In whose favor. 

5210 Branch Bank, Washington .......... ANAC AG Saneannsemuccesowee sv ucawieaanebee eo neceseneeneanawancnace A 
ll Thomas T. Tucker......eeceeecees 0:6 We Wnea sisiesisieebie pee wc cbncibibee deus eeeeeediebiensae dees oued Ceenenceae eens 
ie’ jeacsaceess WR ace nisolsielnieibb 8 HeGievislaw veka sp olne7n de ctsin:s ssi@ealdicia.sieibenin a bieaseeseseSerenasadoenbenedee Seeseawes | 
13 Branch Bank, Bostonss s.ecccess sccciessecs RumeMiee Ae dR a Maa eds SAS UK, (0194s OPO SRMTRS CL ONe Sas enE eC ema Aeee 
aS TnswoscasOOcwrcee Charleston..... Jide ansaWesevinsaedesuesee cerwsere Reba eaidalale. Cale eveesleeedeutaweiecacuaonenee 
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5,000 00 
62,271 28 
5,452 00 
1,500 00 
3,870 74 
22,926 23 
800 00 

135 00 
2,087 00 
500 00 

201 00 
1,000 00 
1,243 00 
8, 386 00 
5,631 00 
76,030 00 
14,980 00 
18,714 00 
71,437 21 
946, 403 07 
1,401,505 91 
1,746,636 19 
17,623 00 
37,797 84 
69, 335 13 
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C—Continued. 





Date. No. In whose favor. Amount. 








1904. Redemption of seven per cent. stock—Continued. 


December 27 5590 ESEDHICII MASTER ET ULLIOTU We sie.s'e-aisis sig's.6 eoinicisja.e,sia6 010/00 4 bsibiein os Sele Rese 6 ne Auiusiasincins.asieeeaseessebacaeeacleaasee $49,061 00 
91 Trenton Banking Company...... Orrrrrrrrrrrerrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr errr rrr t Cccccccccccccccccces 687 76 
94 Branch Bank, Richmond...... OTe rrrrrrr rere errr rect er reer rrr eer re eee err i ec ccceseccce 32 81 
30 5602 [ever eeeeAO.seeee New York...... 0. 010:0:01000:0:0 90.0000 0000000000 00 cce teeseccconceseseeseoecconceee ecccccceccccs 500 00 
30 De Neieraseswieie SU ara oslele VU MIEN BEOIN 6: s\6/e'0'0\0.6/ 0's wid) bin cteiwiarela.mn.eieleie ale10e 6 oie cael eibia ciel ciaseieia diemoernseee ceebed cals wneeeawseone 7,195 65 


8,647,611 54 





Reimbursement of Mississippi stock. 


March 24 4157 PTANCH DG, VV AMNINMIOI so ociciscdccc tues s0cseuesassd0s es cecsacbeecccsccceustes Sececcee CWbedicveeseeneees 600 00 
July 29 S00 JoceeeceeAQercrceceecdOvececcccccvcceces 00 be cece ecerereccereseeccsccccccccesceecscecelcceece Scecccccce eens 2,000 00 
December 7 IID Vorveis oesieUnse's 0600's) U0vescieeisieisiswieinn scisine sion si01666ice 6 eben O0cnic dlc cesieelenaiaesieecesie.eesbleciad.eeesceceionasieleas 4,642 34 


7,242 34 


Reimbursement of exchanged six per cent. stock of 1812. 


December 24 5581 EEUUIC UPA Peat E CPERITIOULL hic osicia'e's.0ios.neleeeid as: 4.0 .44,666 6 baloieie 0! bepiaie'e ecleesinealdles oSaide davcadiaseceecawaseeeaces 8,502 41 
83 Bank of the United States. ...ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccscccccccccscccccsccccccce eevee cccccccccccccccs 893, 886 16 
85 Branch Bank, N@w York 00.0 00ccccccccccecccvccccccscc cece seseccccccesccccccccscccecccccccceeccccccsosce 279,370 44 
BE [000 ceed eceece BOSOM occcccccccccccccccccccccccc cece bcesccccccccccccccccccccccccccecosccecccccccccscccce| 1,095,944 30 
OTe este woo nie state e EE MISUMOIE cows selsccicincenesicescwocnseseteneegnectedrweccees diciecdia denedivaoseceseecsdcawancees 235,180 98 
Ot ewerscln MON s aisles MMIMEMCO s weiss nce ccleisis(oa sarc sca s'cladlen-ace ae nieeeasimedsiine'a ceisiecoeeecsseaelccecinnsseecesuce 24,436 60 
27 89 |........do......Charleston........ Reabesweseretennesereseassasacecinsevetcoacsceéseaasstacesies nelaemmacawes 25, 862 19 
DO” lawaeroca scarce eg eee OUG < sss coc s\ces scscsccccnensiewsscsstcessee scan $esecdsoe cvecucseecssecesececsescacee 20, 320 43 
91 Trenton Banking Company 0... .c.cccsccececcceccscesccccce cece ccccccccccce secs ccc cece cece cece cecccecces 2,551 23 
94 Branch Bank, Richmond......... Maiaigciowie sac dunaeasasecesaieensnoese cucdeseas sa ecaanadeseeaseeecsenedesd 92 71 
95 BPANCHOL PRMNCTA’ AUK, DICIAWALE 20.000 cccc es cccebseese cscs oescacccssececstes bo0seccesebsvareccsscceece 559 40 
30 5603 Branch Bank, Washington...... 0 occ cc cece cece cccceccceccs cece cecccs cceececceccecee 0 cccccccecccnccce cece 25,728 84 


2,612,435 69 














RECAPITULATION. 


Interest and reimbursement of domestic debt ......... eccves eeecee eoeeee Cece cece coe cece cccc cece cece cece cece $5,301,104 19 
Redemption of seven per cent. StOCK.....000seeeeeeee eec0e cece secs tececcescocscccccccacess cecccccccccccoccee — 611 54 
Reimbursement of Mississippi stock . ecccccccccce Cece cece cces cvccce cece ccecec cece ccs cece ° 242 34 
Redemption of exchanged six per cent. RNIN INES h sos ens acaaddedisaccacsidondhceussaanenatenas 2,612, 435 69 


“16, 568, 393 = 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, February 3, 1825. 





D. 


Estimate of the appropriation in 1824 of the funds provided for the payment of the principal and interest of 
the public debt falling due in that year. 


I. On account of the principal. 


1. Reimbursement of the deferred stock, estimated at................4. $357,544 91 
2. Purchase and redemption of the seven per cent. stoeck............... 8,597,309 35 
3. Redemption of the exchanged six per cent. stock................... 2,612,435 69 


4. Reimbursement of the Mississippi stock ..................0000008 : 7,242 34 
: $11,574,532 29 





II. On account of the interest of the domestic funded debt and premium on the pur- 
chase of seven per cent. stock. 


1. On account of the interest........... ST er err ee weceeeee $4,906,602 07 
2. For premium on amount of seven per cent. stock purchased between 


the 22d January and the 30th June, 1824............ iene kanes 50,302 19 
4,956,904 26 








16,531,436 55 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury Department, Register’s Office, February 3, 1825. 


VoL. v-——30 B 
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E. 


Estimate of the funds provided before the 1st January, 1825, for the payment of the principai 
the public debt which was payable on and before that day. 


ed 


Amount short provided on the Ist of January, 1824, per statement B 


and interest of 


$115,407 50 
16,531,436 55 





Application, per estimate. ... 26.0.0. e cece eee teen erect eee nee n eee cnet ences 


Amount of warrants issued on account of the principal and interest of the public debt 
during the year 1824, per statement. .. 0.6... cece eee ee eee eee eee ees : 


16,646,844 05 


16,568,393 76 








pe sae eo SS 6 we O60. Bie 6 OOS Se 6 66-8 66 6:4 OO 8 8 8 9 2 Oe SR Oe 6 FBO ee o 6's So 


Short provided 








78,450 29 





JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


Treasury Department, Regisler’s Office, February 3, 1826. 


F, 


Statement of the annual appropriation of ten million of dollars by the second section of the act 
the redemption of the public debt, passed March 3, 1817. 

|) Sn ee eee err ween eee e teen eee eee eee ee tenes 

Application in 1817, in anticipation of the appropriation for 1818 


ere e eee er eereeeeereseeee 


to provide for 


$10,000,000 00 


2,830,108 59 





LS SC ree eer rere ee ere eS Perse eee ee eee ee eee 
EE EE CEE CEE TEE 
6.55 655s SR EKESEEOSNKKAEEEREESRS ea Nee t Saab d creer neHeeeES 
OCT ee TIE TE TURE TOL LEE LE LL 
Application in 1822 
SPE eee eee ee oO eT eer TTT eee eee ToL eee Tey eee eee ee Tee eee 
Application in 1824, per accompanying report 
Balance unapplied January 1, 1825 


occ eece ee eoe eer eer reese ere e eer eee eee eee sees eereeesreeeeeee eee eee eeee 


ee 


eer ee reer eee e eee ee eee sees ee sees esses eeeeeeeeeese 


12,830,108 59 
7,169,891 48 
1,703,821 87 
8,628,514 28 
8,367,093 62 
7,849,159 67 
5,529,805 86 

16,568,393 76 
5,353,210 94 





80,000,000 00 








ee oS 6ekb Ade cumesh cade sek Esee SONU ONESAS SEK eweeee Ns STARS 
Appropriation in 1818 
Appropriation in 1819 
Appropriation in 1820 
Appropriation in 1821 


+o» a» 6s. 6 6 © 6 be we 6 6 £ we 650.8 6.2 6.0 2.0 28 © O08 S660 66) 6.9 6 2-0 60) S86. 20.8 6-6 * SS © Bn” 
oo oe ss 6 © a6 6s OO 62s 2 & & £.6)6 OS 6.5 6 0.2 6 6S 5-6. O20 6 6 OS 8 0 6.4 6.6 6 6-6 0.46 6S Se OO 
bie Se 26. Sw 26 b S: ®:'6 6 * 0.6 6.6. & 2S 6 © 8 6 8 6S, SS Oe BO 16. 5. % 6S Fw OO SO B88 e 0.46 @ S20) Ss 6 HG <0 


2 » 6s)»: © * + 2 6 > 00. 6 2 © 0 6 06) 41 0 6 oS 66 SSO . OHO HT 646% FO OSC eS 00. O OO OS 6 8 © 6 018 © 


Theie vee eee eee he See ae ee eee ee ee ee ee eo ee ee Ak ae et ge ae ee ee ee ae ee 


Appropriation in 1823 
CeCe veer ee ete Oreo ee eee eT eT eee ee Tee Te Tee Cee ee ee 


JOSEPH NOURSE 
Treastry Department, Register’s Office, February 3, 1825. 





G. 
Statement of the funded debt of the United States on the 1st of January, 1825. 


ore eee eee 


Reimbursement of the deferred stock in 1823, as per the foregoing statement A 
Purchase and redemption of the seven per cent. stock, as per estimate D 
Redemption of exchanged six per cent. stock of 1812, per estimate D 
Amount of the funded debt on the Ist of January, 1825, subject to a reduction on account 
of the reimbursement of the deferred stock in 1824, and by the amount of the seven 
per cent. and exchanged six per cent. stock of 1822, payable, but not on that day 
provided for, by warrants on the Treasurer 


ooeeeeee eee eeees 


oe ee eee eee eee e eens 


S668 + 2 © OS 2 66 2 2 2 6 6 6 00 0 8 6% 6b 60 6's 8 oO oo 8 


Amount of the funded debt on the Ist of January, 1824, per statement H, which accom- 


panied the report of the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund of February, 1824..... 
Stock issued since, viz: 
Four and one-half per cent. under the act of May 24, 1824............... $5,000,000 
Four and one-half per cent., being one moiety of the loan authorized by 
ee CE Ek isnt eb ecsGe oki eh sake snes ws suennnswess 2,500,000 





10,000,000 
10,000,000 
10,000,000 
10,000,000 
10,000,000 
10,000,000 
10,000,000 
10,000,000 


80,000,000 











, Register. 


$601,560 32 
8,597,309 35 
2,612,435 69 


86,468,268 51 





98,279,573 87 


—$—$<$—<$<$<${—- 











90,779,573 87 


7,500,000 00 


98,279,573 87 


—— 
———— 
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Amount of the debt on the Ist of January, 1825, brought ic bans ther eeee anise $86,468,268 51 
Deduct estimated amount of deferred stock reimbursed in 1824........... $357,544 91 
And payments on account of the seven per cent. and exchanged six per cent. 


stock of 1812 not covered by warrants till after the lst of January, 1825, 65,720 22 
nn 423,265 13 





Amount of the funded debt on the Ist of January, 1825, per statement (3) which accom- 
panied the Secretary of the Treasury’s report of the 31st of December, 1824........ 86,045,003 38 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 








Treasury Department, Register’s Office, February 3, 1825. 
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DISCRIMINATING DUTIES AND CREDITS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 21, 1825. 


Mr. McLanz, of Delaware, from the Committee of Ways and Means, to whom has been referred a resolution 
instructing them to inquire whether any, and if any what, provision ought to be made by law to 
discriminate between importations made by citizens of the United States and others, and whether it 
is or is not expedient to repeal all laws allowing credits for duties upon merchandise imported by 
aliens or on foreign account, reported: 


That it would, in their opinion, be inexpedient at this time to repeal all laws allowing credits for 
duties upon merchandise imported by aliens or on foreign accounts. That though such a measure may 
not be prohibited by the strict letter of existing treaties, it would nevertheless conflict with the spirit 
and general design of those treaties, and beget a system of discrimination which the liberal policy of 
most commercial nations is aiming to abolish, and which, in the opinion of the committee, would be 
extremely prejudicial to the fiscal and commercial interests of the United States. 

The committee are also of opinion that it would be wise and expedient to make provision by law to 
discriminate between importations made by citizens of the United States and others. 

It would afford the best means of information of our various commercial interests, and enable the Govern- 
ment ultimately to ascertain the comparative benefit or loss between American and foreign importations. 

Such a regulation is altogether practicable, and would impose no material additional burden upon the 
officers of the customs, and the committee therefore report a bill. 
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RELATIVE TO CHANGE INMODE OF ISSUING DEBENTURES OF 
DRAWBACK OF DUTIES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 25, 1825. 


Treasury Department, February 22, 1825. 
Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the Senate dated the 25th of January last, I have the honor to 
transmit a report of the Collector of the district and port of New York. In the opinions and views therein 


presented I entirely concur. - 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 


The PresIDENT OF THE SENATE. 





New York, February 11, 1825. 


Sir: I have received the memorial* of the New York Chamber of Commerce to the Senate and House 


of Representatives, and transmitted by you for my special report. Bid ; 
I have read the memorial with attention, and agree with the memorialists that the drawback of duties 


* This memorial was not returned to the Senate with this report. 
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on the exportation of foreign merchandise is of great advantage to the shipping and mercantile interests 
of this city. In an office where the business is so complicated and various as that in the Collector’s of 
this port, it cannot be supposed but that some little delay must necessarily take place. And it is not 
surprising that men so enterprising and active as our merchants, who are pushing to the utmost extent 
the employment of their funds, should occasionally complain of the unavoidable delay in the execution 
of their debenture certificates. I am not, however, aware that any extraordinary delay exists at present 
which should have called forth the memorial. I admit that we are about two months behind with the 
debentures; one month can scarcely be avoided at any time while the existing laws remain in force, 
allowing the exporter twenty days after the clearance to make the oath and give the exportation bond, 

The export trade, as the memorialists truly state, has increased within the last few years almost 
beyond calculation, and the duties incident to the Collector’s office have proportionably increased. Would 
the department proposed by the memorialists, if organized, prevent the delay or give any facility to the 
issuing of the debentures? I think not, but would add much to the responsibility of the Collector and 
increase very essentially the labor incident to the duties of his office. Should the department recom- 
mended be created, it would be necessary that it should be furnished by the importers with an entry of 
the merchandise, and by the inspectors, weighers, gaugers and measurers with their returns, both inward 
and outward, which would increase the labor fifty per cent. on importation entries. The duties inwards 
are nearly ten times as much as the drawbacks, and it can be easily ascertained whether the public 
would derive any benefit from the proposed experiment. Should it be suggested that the new department 
might have the use of the entries made in the Collector’s office, I would urge in reply, should that be 
allowed, it would render it almost impossible for the Collector to make out his accounts of the import 
revenue. 

I cannot admit that any branch of the business in the Collector’s office is neglected, or that each 
does not receive all possible attention. Attention is given to the drawbacks on exports as well as to the 
collection of the revenue arising from imports and tonnage. 

The division of responsibility in monied concerns seldom results in any good. But should the depart- 
ment recommended be organized, I would ask whether, instead of dividing the responsibility it would not 
increase that of the Collector, by rendering him liable for the acts of the head of the new department. 
And in what way can the creation of the contemplated department relieve the Collector from any of his 
arduous duties; he would still be under the necessity of examining the same papers relating to merchan- 
dise entitled to drawback before he could sign the debentures or make his return to the Treasury that 
he has now to examine, and the same delay would unavoidably take place. In my own judgment the 
greater number of co-ordinate or independent departments created in the collection of the customs the 
greater will be the delay, embarrassment, labor, and expense. 

To that part of the memorial which complains of the accommodations in the custom-house, I beg 
leave to state that it is entirely incorrect. 

Previous to the last summer there may have been grounds for this complaint. But during the past 
summer I caused the second story of the front building of the custom-house to be thrown into one room, 
which is about fifty feet square, placing the counters and desks in such manner as to form a large hollow 
square for the persons transacting business. The room and arrangements have been acknowledged 
by all persons visiting the custom-house, except the memorialists, to be sufficiently capacious and every 
way convenient. 

Since the opening of the trade to Mexico and South America generally the exportation of assorted 
cargoes with the benefit of drawback has greatly increased. We have several times received from a 
single shipper, in one vessel, eighty, ninety, and to one hundred entries for drawbacks, he having pur- 
chased as many packages of gouds as would entitle him to a debenture of fifty dollars or thereabouts of 
duties on importation, and for each entry three debentures generally become necessary to meet the several 
terms of credit of the duties on importation. 

During the last month I have placed four additional clerks in my office, who, together with several 
others besides those usually employed, are now progressing with the calculations of the drawbacks, which 
I expect shortly to get up as near as is practicable to keep them. The extension of time for bonding 
and making the oath of exportation after clearance of the vessel has tended to cause many omissions. 
Was the exporter required to have his drawback entries of goods subject to ad valorem duties made 
complete, and all of his entries for drawback signed and dated when lodged at the custom-house, and the 
bond and exportation oath made within ten days thereafter, it would add much to the facility of preparing 
the debentures. And I think another salutary provision might be made, when the drawback of duties on 
exportation did not exceed one hundred dollars, by requiring only one debenture and payment at the 
most extended time allowed by law for the credit of the duties on importation. This alteration would 
not only materially lessen our labor but lessen the chance of many errors. The terms of credit allowed 
by law for duties on importation of merchandise are various. From the West Indies six and nine months; 
from Europe eight, ten, and twelve months; and from other places eight, ten and eighteen months. The 
merchandise thus imported may be retained nearly twelve months and then exported with the benefit of 
drawback, and by this it will appear that duties may be paid months before the goods are exported. 
Merchants are in the habit of selling their merchandise at custom-house measure, weight, or gauge, with 
custom-house tare, and frequently resell it several times with the benefit of drawback, and sometimes at 
what is termed “short price,” or in other words the seller to receive the debenture in part payment. 
When this is the case the parties apply to the weigher, gauger, or measurer for a private return, which 
the law does not permit them to make. Application is next made to the clerks in the custom-house for a 
sight or a copy of the return, with a request to be informed the amount of the drawback, and desire to have 
the debentures immediately that they may settle their purchase or sale, and all this frequently happens 
before they have given the bond and made the exportation oath. There is one part of the drawback 
system which the memorialists have not noticed, though by far the most troublesome and attended with the 
most labor in making the certificates. I refer to the transportation overland and coastwise of merchan- 
dise entitled to drawback. This, perhaps, is the most laborious and at the same time the most loosely 
attended to of any in all the ports of exportation. 


Should my suggested alterations be deemed worthy of attention I think some good might result from 


their adoption. 

The public business occasionally calls the Collector from his office, and when absent it is impossible 
for his deputy to attend to the duties of both offices. And in case of the sickness of the Collector or his 
deputy it is impossible for one to attend to the duties of both. The business incident to the Collector's 
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office having also so rapidly increased for the last three or four years as to render it highly proper and 
necessary to allow him another deputy. This would in some measure relieve the Collector from the more 
minute details of his office and enable him to give a more general superintendence to the whole depart- 
ment of the customs. And I will add that, in my opinion, should an additional deputy be appointed it 
would tend to remedy more effectually the evil complained of than the creation of a new executive depart- 
ment, and would also be far less expensive to the Government. I would take the liberty of also suggest- 
ing that in case the proposed department should be organized it would become necessary to make some 

rovision for the payment of its officer and clerks other than those already provided for the payment of 
the Collector, Naval Officer, and Surveyor. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JONATHAN THOMPSON, Collector. 


Hon. Witu1am H. Crawrorp, Secretary of the Treasury, Washington. 
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DRAWBACK ON SPIRITS AND WINE IN CASKS NOT LESS THAN FIFTEEN GALLONS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 25, 1825. 


Mr. Campre_ene, from the Committee of Ways and Means, to whom was referred a resolution of the House 
of Representatives of the 24th January, instructing them “to inquire into the expediency of permit- 
ting a drawback to be paid on foreign brandy and wine when re-exported to any place in Mexico, 
Guatemala, or South America, in casks of not less than fifteen gallons,” reported: 


That it would not be expedient, were it even in conformity with the stipulations of our existing 
treaties with foreign nations, to adopt a commercial measure limited in its operation to particular countries. 
A general measure of the character contemplated in the resolution would interfere with a very necessary 
regulation extending to every description of merchandise exported with the benefit of drawback, which 
requires that the same shall be exported in the identical packages or casks in which it was imported, 
unless so damaged as to make it necessary to substitute new packages or casks. 

The committee are, however, sensible of the necessity and advantage of extending every facility to 
the carrying trade, and they are particularly disposed to enlarge our commerce with the American States. 
They are aware that in the trade to these countries it is necessary that wines and spirits should be 
exported in casks of small size to facilitate their transportation into the interior. The best remedy for 
the inconvenience now existing appears to be to remove any restriction which may be imposed by our 
laws as to the size of the casks in which wines or spirits may be imported. If such restriction be 
removed, it is probable the sagacity of those engaged in the trade will very soon furnish our markets 
with wines and spirits in casks of a capacity suited to every foreign market. 

With regard to wines, the committee are not aware of any restriction as to the size of the casks. 
They may be imported and exported in casks of any description; trade must be left to its own expedients 
to correct the evil if any exists. It is otherwise with foreign distilled spirits. 

By the act of March 2, 1799, the importation, by sea, of distilled spirits is prohibited in casks of a 
capacity less than ninety gallons; while this restriction continues, we must limit if not deprive ourselves 
altogether of a very profitable branch of trade with the American States; it will, of necessity, continue to 
be a direct trade between Europe and those States in which we shall have little if any share. There are 
other reasons why this restriction should be removed; whatever may have been the motive for its adop- 
tion, it has been found, in practice, more inconvenient than useful. Many vessels have been seized and 
detained for an innocent violation of this prohibitory regulation; while as a measure to guard against 
frauds on our revenue it would seem to be wholly abortive; we might with equal propriety prescribe by 
law the capacity of packages for every description of merchandise. The committee therefore report a bill 
authorizing the importation of foreign distilled spirits in casks of a capacity not less than fifteen gallons, 
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OPERATIONS OF THE MINT. 


or 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 25, 1825. 


Treasury Department, February 23, 1825. 


Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith three statements, marked A, B, C, which have been 
prepared by the Comptroller of the Treasury pursuant to the 7th section of an act of Congress, passed 
= the 2d of April, 1792, entitled “An act establishing a Mint and regulating the coins of the United 
states.” 
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These statements contain all the information relative to the transactions of the Mint which the 


settlements made at the Treasury afford. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Hon. H. Cray, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





A. 


WM. H. C 


tAWFORD 


Statement exhibiting the balance of the gold and silver bullion remaining in the hands of the officers of the 


Mint on the 31st December, 1823; 


the amount deposited from January 1 to December 31, 1824; the 


different species of coins made and paid on account of deposits; allowances for wastage, and the balance 
remaining in the hands of the officers of the Mint on the 81st of December, 1824, to be accounted for on 


a future settlement, viz: 
GOLD. 
Balance of gold bullion remaining in the hands of the officers of the 


Mint on the 31st of December, 1823 
Gold bullion deposited from January 1 to December 31, 1824..... 


eee e eee eee eee eee eee eee 


DE Cad ak bear k PCE SWAN RE COS Ca REEES HOLS 

Amount paid for deposits of gold from January 1 to December 
Ne EEE ORT CEST SCTE TEER TE TTT TET PTT TCT EET 
Amount deposited in the Bank of the United States on the 31st of 
ee i ee ee a em ora een ne ee 
Balance in the hands of the Treasurer of the Mint on the 31st of 
AE ee eee ee ee ee ere 


Deduct as follows: 
Amount in the hands of the Treasurer and in the Bank of the 
United States on the 31st of December, 1823............... 


Gold coins made at the Mint from January 1 to December 31, 
1824—-17,340 half eagles, 2,600 quarter eagles............. 
Allowance to the chief coiner for wastage for same period....... 
Gold bullion in the hands of the officers of the Mint on the 31st of 
Snr elt Conk hee DEL ekEe sk behe we wen ken 


SILVER. 


Balance of silver bullion remaining in the hands of the officers of 
the Mint on the 31st of December, 1823................... 
Silver bullion deposited from January 1 to December 31, 1824.... 


Amount paid for deposits of silver from January 1 to December 
31, 1824 
Amount deposited in the Bank of the United States on the 31st of 
ERED Ee ee ee et ae eee reer ree 


sere eee eee eer eee eee ese ereeeeseoeseeeer ese eee eeneee 


Deduct as follows: 
Amount in the Bank of the United States on the 3lst of December, 
1823 


owe ee eeereeer ee eeeseeeseeereeeeeeeeseeeeeeeseeereseeese 


Silver coins made from January 1 to December 31, 1824—3,504,954 
MN ee Sc arh cee ean skied s Gal ane eek eR heneee 
Allowances made to melter and refiner and chief coiner for wastage 
i tb cegucag age EE EEC TEE TCT EEC ee 
Silver bullion in the hands of the officers of the Mint December 
31, 1824 


2 2S S29. 99 2 2S 6 DD: 20's 6:08: 6 6.5 ba 6 24 2 6.4.5 S30 SO D4 HO O80 6 HS 


Coyprroiter’s Orrice, February 22, 1825. 
























































Ozs. duts. grs. 

820 17 20 $14,588 14 5 
4,931 12 00 87, 672 37 0 
5,752 09 20 102,260 51 5 

Perreer eT ree 93,207 06 5 
ivisies SOOM 1,065 69 0 
[RRERS eee 1,440 79 5 
95,713 55 0 

ee er 2,513 55 0 
93,200 00 0 

5,242 10 00 93,200 00 0 

10 18 14 194 29 5 

499 O1 06 8,866 22 0 

5,752 09 20 102,260 51 5 

146,673 12 12 169,241 39 5 
1,634,012 09 00 1,885,398 02 0 
1,780,686 OL 12 2,054,639 41 5 
rer Perey Te 1,753,167 27 5 
eer ree 237 16 5 
1,753,404 44 0 

ii MIRON EAA RS 927 44 0 
1,752,477 00 0 

1,518,813 08 00 1,752,477 00 0 
3,319 00 05 3,829 62 5 
258,553 13 O07 298,332 79 0 
1,780,686 01 12 2,054,639 41 5 
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LUND WASHINGTON, Clerk. 














OPERATIONS OF THE MINT. 








Dr. 


B. 


December 13, 1824. 


The Mint of the United States in account for copper purchased from the commencement of the institution to 





ditacioen 






































Cr. 
} Value of copper, 
i ’ \| biped at the rate of 
Troy weight. Cost of copper. ] Troy weight. ¢ dui tee 
i cent. 
| aioe 
lbs. oz. dut. | lbs. oz. dut. 
T’o amount of rough copper and copper By amount of rough copper and copper 
planchets purchased from the cum- | planchets accounted for from the 
mencement of the institution to the | commencement of the institution to 
| 3lst December, 1823, per statement | 31st December, 1823, per statement 
marked B, accompanying the Comp- | marked B, accompanying the Comp- 
troller’s letter of the 20th May, 1824..) 1,553,303 2 19 $407,632 46 | troller’s letter of the 20th May, 1824./ 1,475,293 11 00 $493, 324 67 
T'o cost of 91 casks of copper purchased By amount of cents deposited by the 
. . | 
of William Harrol, of Birmingham, | Treasurer of the Mint to the credit 
in the 4th quarter of 1823, received | of the Treasurer of the United States 
per the ship Montezuma, 15 tons, 1 | im the year 1824,.....seeeeeseeeeess 45,135 5 00 15,475 00 
cwt. 1 qr. 7 IDS....ccccccccccccccceee 41,011 1 15 10,039 81 | 
To loss in exchange in remittance to Amount accounted for....... eeee} 1,520,429 4 00 508,799 67 
Wm. Harrol on account of the pur- rarer hand 31st December, 1824 
~sy | b] eet 
esses ct aladeeioammmadacmaia vob 6866000 dbeee 773 23 | in the hands of the Treasurer of the 
| To amount gained ON COINAZE.....eceeclececeeeecees oe 115,686 47 | Mint: 
Coined ....seee0s Sa ccecvesecccececese 28,712 9 13 9,844 39 
Uncoined .....+... < seeenecece ecccceee 41,011 1 15 14,061 25 
Chief coiner, uncoined..........see0¢ 4,161 1 6 1,426 66 
1,594,314 4 14 534,131 97 || 1,594,314 4 14 534,131 97 
LUND WASHINGTON, Clerk. 


CoMPTROLLER’S OFFICE, February 22, 1825. 





C. 


Summary statement exhibiting the value of coins made at the Mint; the amount of disbursements on account of 


the establishment; 


the amount allowed for wastage; the amount retained of deposits, and the amount 


gained on the coinage of copper, from the commencement of the institution to the 31st of December, 1824, viz: 


Value of gold, silver, and copper coinage up to December 31, 1823........ 
Gold coins made from January 1 to December 31, 1824, per account A. . 
Silver coins made from January 1 to December 31, 1824, per account A.. 
Copper coins made from January 1 to December 31, 1824, per account B.. 


Total value gold, silver, and copper...............006- 


$93,200 
1,752,477 
15,475 





Net charge on the coinage of gold, silver, and copper, to December 


eeeee eee ewe ew ee eee eeees 


31, 1823 


Add amount gained on the coinage of copper to the same period. . 


From which deduct: 


Amount wastage on gold and silver to December 31, 1823.. 


eerste ere eee eee 


527,1 


112,438 


$21,789,350 71 


1,861,152 00 





23,650,502 71 








82 85 


26 





639,621 


$79,175 57 


Also, amount wastage from January 1 to December 31, 


1824.. 


seeereseee ee ereseore 


4,023 92 


83,199 


11 


49 





Add amount disbursed on account of the establishment from January 1 


to December 31, 1824.... 


Add, also, the amount wastage on gold and silver to December 31, 1824. 


r rom the above deduct: 


The amount retained from deposits to December 31, 1823. 
Also, this sum from January,1 to December 31, 1824. 


eoeees eee eee eeee 


83,1 


$11,311 47 
1,872 273 


te) 





13,183 


99 49 


74 


Nie 





556,421 62 
22,044 93 


70,015 744 





Deduct the amount gained on the coinage of copper from the commencement of the 


institution to December 31, 1824... 


eoereree eeee 


eoeeeeeees 


eeeree 


648,482 294 
115,686 47 





) Net amount chargeable to the coinage of gold, silver, and copper, from the commence- 
ment of the institution to December 31, 1824, including the cost of lots, buildings, 


) and machinery. 








Comprrotier’s Orricr, February 22, 1825. 


ae ee ee ee ee ee ee 


532,795 824 








LUND WASHINGTON, Clerk. 
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STATE OF THE FINANCES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 22, 1825. 


Treasury Department, December 22, 1825. 


Sir: I have the honor to transmit a report, prepared in obedience to the “ Act supplementary to the 


act to establish the Treasury Department.” 


I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 


The Hon. Speaker of the House of Representatives. ' 





REPORT. 


In obedience to the directions of the ‘ Act supplementary to the act entitled an act to establish the 
Treasury Department,” passed on the 10th of May, 1800, the Secretary of the Treasury has the honor to 
submit to Congress the following report: 


1, OF THE PUBLIC REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE OF THE YEARS 1824 AND 1825. 


There being no direct taxes of any kind, duties of excise, or other internal duties in operation under 
the authority of the United States, the public revenue, by their existing laws, arises almost entirely from 
duties upon foreign merchandise imported, and upon tonnage, and from the sale of the public lands, 
There are other branches from which small and occasional receipts are derived, as dividends on bank 
stock, the Post Office, arrearages of taxes due under former laws, and other incidental payments, the 
aggregate of which, whether from temporary or permanent sources, is inconsiderable, as will appear by 
statements annexed to this report, where all are recapitulated. 

The receipts from the Post Office, indeed, have, of late years, exceeded a million of dollars annually; 
but this sum, exhausted for the most part in defraying the expenses of that extensive and useful estab- 
lishment, performs, in this manner, the highest purposes of revenue, by contributing to the intercourse, 


the trade, and the prosperity of the country. 


The net revenue which accrued from duties on imports and tonnage during the year 
ee I CANE UNIS FF WO no ids iss sake eee seiscek eked auweew oes $20,385,430 42 








The actual receipts into the Treasury, from all sources, during the year 1824, amounted 
(including the loan of five millions, at four and one-half per cent. interest, to 


i Os ods Seeks Heo ERIE NSE KEANE DORADA KRESS 24,381,212 79 
Viz: 
a SEs eee sc kb shed veeeseewenw as Pisa atime $17,878,325 71 
ee ee ee 984,418 15 


Dividends on stock in the Bank of the United States, arrears of 
internal duties and direct taxes, and incidental receipts, (state- 


EE Teer re rT Ere tT Teer eer 472,987 04 
Repayments of advances made in the War Department, for services 
aS. eer ee Ter 45,481 89 


Loan made under the act of the 24th of May, 1824, “to provide for 
the awards of the Commissioners under the treaty with Spain,” 5,000,000 00 





Making, with the balance in the Treasury on the Ist of January, 1824, of ............ 9,463,922 81 
33,845,135 60 





ike eG rey en edo CLASS KDC ESEEAI OG CWEL CEE A KAREW OER RERE RES 
The regular and permanent expenditures of the United States divide themselves into 


two principal branches: First, the sums authorized by law for defraying the whole 
expenses of the Government, domestic and foreign, civil, military, and naval; 
second, those provided for the payment of the interest and principal of the public 
debt. 
The actual expenditures of the nation, on all accounts, during the year 1824, amounted 
EE be Ries kare PPE U6 LE 5SS HERR ER NENG VO RREEKES RaW ORO ER 31,898,538 47 
Viz: 
Civil, diplomatic, and miscellaneous ...... .......ecceeeeeceeeeee $7,155,308 81 
Military service, including fortifications, ordnance, Indian depart- 
ment, revolutionary and military pensions, arming the militia, 





and arrearages prior to the Ist of January, 1817.............. 5,270,254 34 
Naval service, including the gradual increase of the Navy......... 2,904,581 56 
Ss Peed Se ress eins ES 454s CARTERS AAS ROO KB EON 16,568,393 76 
Leaving a balance in the Treasury on the Ist of January, 1825, of .................. 1,946,597 13 








The difference between this balance and that stated in the last annual report from the Treasury is 
reconciled by the facts that the balance last year was given as an estimated balance, subject to correction 
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by actual settlement afterwards, and that it included the moiety of the loan of five millions under the 
act of May 26, 1824, which was not paid into the Treasury until after the Ist of J anuary. 


The actual receipts into the Treasury during the first three quarters 


of the year 1825 are estimated to have amounted to........... $21,681,444 56 
Viz: 
hh BS inns chads eae aeeS $15,196,397 00 
Public lands, (statement G).............eceeees 976,902 67 
Dividends on stock in the Bank of the United States 367,500 00 
Arrears of internal duties and direct taxes and _ in- 
cidental receipts, (statement H)............ 98,886 29 


Repayments of advances made in the War Depart- 
ment for services or supplies prior to July 1, 











eT ee eee eee eee 41,758 60 
Loan under the act of May 26, 1824............. 5,000,000 00 
And the actual receipts into the Treasury during the fourth quarter of 

Re SE Re Eon eke vccic twas eenevowsees 5,100,000 00 
Making the total estimated receipts into the Treasury during the year 1825 .......... $26,781,444 56 
And, with the balance in the Treasury on the 3lst December, 1824, of ............... 1,946,597 13 
EE ee eee ee ee eRe ToT eee oe Teer eee eye ere 28,728,041 69 
The expenditures during the first three quarters of the year 1825 

are estimated to have amounted (statement I) to ............. $20,190,979 91 

Viz: 

Civil, diplomatic, and miscellaneous ............ $2,098,525 16 


Military service, including fortifications, ordnance, 
Indian Department, revolutionary and military 
pensions, arming the militia, and arrearages 











prior to January 1, W817... 2... .....0000000- 4,890,310 59 
Naval service, including the gradual increase of 

oe cg CLEC NERC ETRE TTT E 2,127,156 37 
ee eee ee rere 11,074,987 79 
And the expenditures during the fourth quarter are estimated at.... 3,253,000 00 

Viz: 

Civil, diplomatic, and miscellaneous ............ $445,000 00 
Military service, including fortifications, ordnance, 

Indian Department, revolutionary and military 

pensions, arming the militia, and arrearages 

preor to Pamatary 1, TORT... ccc nes ceceecss 960,000 00 
Naval service, including the gradual increase of 

egy SEM Ee ETL L EET EET CO 820,000 00 
TS Kenan er ENeeda KE Rea wa Kee eos 1,028,000 00 
Making the total estimated expenditure of the year 1825 ...... 0... cece ce eee eee 23,443,979 91 
And leaving in the Treasury on the Ist of January, 1826, an estimated balance of..... 5,284,061 78 








Should the expectations formed respecting the receipts in the fourth quarter be realized, the amount 
of receipts for the whole year will have exceeded the estimate presented by the Treasury at the last 
session of Congress by about $500,000. 

It is to be remarked, that of the above estimated balance of $5,284,061 78 the sum of $3,500,000 is 
not subject to appropriation, being the estimated amount that will remain on the 31st of December next 
unsatisfied of appropriations heretofore made. These appropriations, being necessary for the objects for 
which they were severally made, are still an existing charge upon the means of the Treasury. 

Of the residuary balance of $1,784,061 78, it is proper distinctly to state that about one million 
cannot be counted upon in any estimate of effective funds for the public service. It is made up of 
debts due from various banks whose notes were received by the Government during the suspension of 
specie payments, or which were heretofore used as banks of deposit—debts of which the recovery must, 
in regard to a large part, be doubtful, and, in any case, slow. It may be proper to add that the permanent 
deposits, generally, made in State banks, have recently been withdrawn, or put in train to be so; the 
public exigencies which rendered it necessary to make them, in common with those on which the losses 
above mentioned are likely to occur, no longer existing. Such portions of the deposits as may still remain 
in any of these institutions will be further withdrawn, as circumstances may render just and expedient, 
until these operations are closed; nor will they be renewed where it may be avoidable. 

It may be proper, also, to state that directions have lately been issued to all the Receivers and 
Collectors of the Public Revenue not to receive, in any payments made to them, bank notes of any of 
the State banks of less amount than five dollars. In discountenancing a species of paper circulation 
deemed to be objectionable, reference was had to the authority and example of Congress upon this point, 
as seen in the prohibition to the Bank of the United States, and to the banks existing in the District of 
Columbia, against issuing notes of a lower denomination. To guard against all inconvenience to indi- 
viduals from the adoption of this measure by the Treasury, especially in the districts where the public 
lands are sold, an adequate previous notice was directed to precede its enforcement. 


voL. V-——31 B 
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2. OF THE PUBLIC DEBT. 


The total amount of funded debt, due on the Ist of October, 1825, (statement No.3,) was $80,985,537 79 


a 
—$——s 
——. 








Of the above amount, the only portion remaining unpaid, of the revolutionary, debt, is 
the 3 per cents, amounting to $13,296,231 45. This sum and the subscription of 
seven millions in the Bank of the United States, at five per cent., (the United 
States holding an equal amount in the shares of that institution, ) are redeemable 








atthe pleasure of the Government, making together. .........20+eseee eee renee 20,296,231 45 
The residue of the public debt, contracted subsequently to the Ist of January, 1812, and 

amounting to $60,689,306 27, exists in the following purtions, and is redeemable 

at the following periods, viz: 
In 1826, being the residue unpaid of loans made in 1818............ 0. ee cee eee eens 16,270,797 24 
In 1827, being the residue unpaid of loans made in 1814.............. cee eee ee eee 13,096,542 90 
In 1828, being the residue unpaid of loans made in 1815......... 0... cece eee ee eee 9,490,099 10 
The stock of the foregoing portions of the debt is all at 6 per cent. 
In 1829, stock at 4} per cent., being the moiety of 6 per cent. stock of 1813, exchanged 

ne Gees Ot Gn TINO BUONO DB, BONO. sn oc ce edivcde wks awas asc csdwncsaos 792,569 44 
In 1830, stock at 44 per cent., being the other moiety exchanged as last above stated. . 792,569 44 
In 1831, stock at 5 per cent.; this is one-third of the sum of $56,704 77, issued in 

exchange for the 6 per cents of 1813, 1814, and 1815, subscribed under the act of 

i EAE CRUE OU 6 65 5255-64 Wa 505 aoe he RRR Eee OSS io 96 SF SLEE REESE HOS He's 18,901 59 
In 1832, stock at 5 per cent., being one other third part of the sum subscribed as last 

| RS EC er ere ve Err ery Tere eer eee TE Te Te ee 18,901 59 
In 1832, stock at 43 per cent., borrowed of the Bank of the United States, one half to 

pay the Florida claims, the other half to pay off the 6 per cent. of 1812, under the 

en ge ge er eee ee ee 10,000,000 00 
In 1832, stock at 5 per cent., under the act of Congress of May 15, 1820............. 999,999 13 
In 1833, stock at 5 per cent., being the remaining third, subscribed under the act of 

VE CEEA CREEK E DORE GSES S ITD ONT SRS ES ROME see ERE RARER EOD 18,901 59 
In 1833, stock at 44 per cent., being one moiety of the amount subscribed in exchange 

for 6 per cent. stock of 1813, under the act of May 26, 1824..................... 2,227,363 917 


In 1834, stock at 44 per cent., being the other moiety subscribed as last above stated 2,227,363 98 


In 1835, stock at 5 per cent., being the amount issued under the act of Congress of 
4,735,296 30 








Ce) are ee rere eer mre Pee TT rr rere Te ye eee gS et 
eee ermeeret GE SUE PRIN GION 6. 6.5 ois on. ghd os oe cS ew kc dndses es cersew nese 60,689,306 27 
Total redeemable at the pleasure of the Government..................escceececce. 20,296,231 45 

Total amount of funded debt on the Ist day of October, 1825............... 80,985,537 12 








The amount of Treasury notes outstanding on the 1st of October, 1825, is estimated (No. 4) at $16,600. 

And the amount of Mississippi stock unredeemed on that day, including awards not applied for, 
(No. 5,) at $7,850 17. 

The foregoing recapitulation exhibits the precise amount of the public debt now due, as well as the 
different periods at which, by the terms of the several loans under which it was contracted, the United 
States are at liberty to pay it off. Of the sum of $11,074,987 79, mentioned under the head of expenditures 
for. 1825 as having been paid off in that year, $7,727,052 19 were on account of the principal of the debt, 
and the remainder on account of interest during the first three quarters of the year. Nearly the whole of 
the principal thus paid was outstanding at an interest of six per cent. Looking to the above recapitu- 
lation, it appears that in the years 1826 and 1827 a larger amount of debt becomes redeemable than it 
will fall within the ordinary surplus means of the Government to pay in the course of those years, viz: 
asum exceeding sixteen millions in the former and thirteen millions in the latter year. Both these 
portions of the debt are also at an interest of six per cent. In 1828 the amount redeemable is at a point 
which it may be hoped the stated means of the Treasury for that year will reach; the ability to pay off 
increasing as the process of reduction advances, both by the increasing means of the nation and the annual 
liberation of interest on the amount of debt reduced. But in the year 1829 only a very small amount 
becomes redeemable, viz: less than one million, and in the year 1830 a sum no larger. 

At the period of the last annual report from the Treasury no portion of the debt became redeemable 
in either of those years; and, with a view to a more equal diffusion of payments, as well as to effect a 
saving in interest, it was recommended that the excess of debt which could not, by the ordinary resources 
of the Treasury, be discharged in 1826 and 1827, the debt redeemable in the former year, then standing at 
$19,000,000, should be thrown in equal portions upon the years 1829 and 1830. To carry this recommenda- 
tion into effect, so far as applied to the year 1826, a loan of twelve millions was recommended, at five per 
cent.—one half to be redeemable in 1829, the other half in 1830; the entire twelve millions being intended 
to constitute a fund with which, in conjunction with the annual surplus means of the Treasury, to pay off 
the nineteen millions redeemable in 1826. The principle of the recommendation was adopted by Congress, 
but not its precise terms. An act was passed on the 3d of March, 1825, authorizing an exchange of stock 
to the amount of twelve millions of dollars, at 4} per cent., for a stock of like amount at 6 per cent., the 
latter being so much of the stock of 1813 as was intended by the act to be redeemed. The act also 
authorized a loan to the same amount, and at the same rate of interest, to accomplish the same object; 
both modes not to be pursued if either succeeded. The new stock of 43 per cent., whether proceeding 
from the exchange or the loan, was, by the terms of the act, to be subject to redemption in 1829 and 
1830 in equal portions. ‘The proper measures were taken to execute this act, but have prevailed only to 
a limited extent. 

The operation of exchange which was first resorted to took effect to the amount of $1,585,138 88, 
and this sum, divided into equal parts, forms the two sums that now stand in the general table of the 
debt as redeemable in the years 1829 and 1830, whilst they have also served to diminish by so much 
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the six per cent. stock of 1813. Proposals for a loan for the residue of the sum wanted were next 
issued, but no offers were received. The causes of the failure, it may be presumed, were the iow rate 
of interest and short periods of redemption held out by the act, in conjunction with an activity in the 
commercial and manufacturing operations of the country, affording higher inducements to the invest- 
ment of capital. This mode of dealing with the debt, whereby, through the instrumentality of new loans, 
stock at a high interest is converted into a stock at a reduced interest, and whereby, also, the extinguish- 
ment of the principal is made to fall in payments as nearly equal as may be throughout a given number 
of years, is evidently advantageous to the public, since it not only lessens the national expenditure, on 
account of interest, but guards against the possible accumulation of money in the Treasury in years when 
it might remain inactive towards the progressive reduction of the debt. As it is a mode fully sanctioned 
by Congress heretofore, it is respectfully recommended, on this occasion, that an act be passed, at an 
early day of the session, giving authority to borrow nine millions of dollars at an interest not exceeding 
five per cent., redeemable in equal portions in 1829 and 1830, in order that the Treasury may be enabled 
to pay off, in 1826, the entire remaining amount of the six per cent. stock of 1813, redeemable in that 
year. Nine millions, with the disposable means which the Treasury will probably have at command in 
1826, it is believed, will form a sum commensurate with this object. Five per cent. is named as the 
maximum of interest, and, considering the short period of redemption, it is not probable that the loan 
could be obtained at a lower rate. The contingencies of the money market might, indeed, produce more 
favorable offers; but these are not to be counted upon with any approach to that certainty which 
should form the basis of such a financial operation. 

Should the act in question be passed, it is further respectfully recommended that, in the event of 
the loan being obtained under it, authority be given to issue to the holders of the stock under the 3d of 
March last, exchanged stock equal to the amount of the subscription before stated, viz: $1,585,138 88, 
bearing the same rate of interest as that which may be issued under the act proposed. The two acts 
will have had precisely the same object. The second, should it succeed, will only have consummated an 
operation which will date its inception from the first. It is therefore considered that it will belong to a 
proper estimate of good faith to place the stockholders under both acts upon a footing of equality. Those 
who were willing to accede to the terms of the Government at an early day in this transaction should 
not be left in a worse situation than those who may have held back in the hope of better offers. Let all 
be treated alike. It is thus that the Government will exalt itself before the nation. It is thus that, 
substituting an expanded justice for the mere letter of a bargain, it will be likely to invite still larger 
confidence in future. It is thus that it will ultimately be the gainer by that connexion invariably sub- 
sisting between the permanent interest of every Government, and its standing of unimpeachable and 
spontaneous equity in the eyes of the public creditor. 

Should an act for the loan of five millions be passed, a considerable surplus of the debt at 6 per cent. 
will still remain to be provided for the service of 1827. More than thirteen millions of the stock of 
1814 becoming redeemable in 1827, the whole cannot be redeemed in that year but with the aid of a loan. 
A loan of six millions would be sufficient, in all probability, for this purpose, and is accordingly recom- 
mended. The interest not to exceed five per cent., and the amount to be also subject to redemption in 
1829 and 1830 in equal portions. The effect of the two loans recommended, which it would be most 
desirable to authorize in distinct acts, would, it is believed, be to enable the Government to redeem 
the whole of the 6 per cent. stock of 1813 and 1814 in the course of 1826 and 1827. It would also throw 
upon each of the years 1829 and 1830 an amount of debt equal to about eight millions and a half, instead 
of less than one million, according to the distribution as at present existing. The only remaining stock 
of six per cent. would then be that of 1815, in amount under nine millions and a half, redeemable in 1828. 
Should no unforeseen expenditures arise, and a proper economy be kept up in the public administration, 
it may reasonably be hoped, as before intimated, that the surplus revenue at the disposal of the Treasury 
in 1828 will be equal to the reimbursement of that sum. After 1830 the whole amount of debt, on the 
results herein assumed, would stand at about forty millions; full one-half of which will be redeemable at 
the pleasure of the Government. No portion of it will be at an interest exceeding five per cent., whilst 
the principal part will be at a rate still lower. With these views of the public debt, so encouraging in 
their bearing upon its speedy, certain, and regular extinguishment, it is not deemed necessary to recom- 
mend, at present, any other measures in relation to it than the two loans described. 


3. OF THE ESTIMATE OF THE PUBLIC REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE FOR 1826. 


The public revenue is derived in an amount so preponderating from foreign commerce that the state 
of the latter is always to be chiefly looked to in every prospective view of the national income. As the 
internal business of the country has worn a character of activity and increase during the present year, 
so has also its foreign trade by that close connexion which subsists between them. The exports for the 
year ending on the 30th of September last, have exceeded ninety-two millions of dollars. The imports 
have exceeded ninety-one millions. Of the exports, upwards of sixty-six millions were of domestic and 
the remainder of foreign productions. 

Of the imports, upwards of eighty-six millions were in American vessels. Of the exports, upwards of 
eighty-one millions. Considering that the vessels of those foreign nations with which the United States 
have the most extensive commercial intercourse are now placed upon a footing of equality as to duties 
and charges of whatever kind in our ports with the vessels of the United States, this heavy excess of 
American tonnage is a signal proof of the flourishing state of our navigation. It may serve to show how 
the efficient protection extended to it, by the early laws of Congress succeeded in establishing it in a 
manner to meet and overcome all competition. Before the era of those laws it is known how this great 
Interest languished; how little able it proved, before the auxiliary hand of Government was stretched out, 
to support itself against the established superiority and overwhelming competition which it had to face 
mm the world. 

The foregoing amount of exports exceeds by about seventeen millions of dollars the average amount 
for the three years preceding. The imports exceed by about eleven millions the same average. Whilst 
this large excess of exports during the past year arises chiefly from the produce of the soil, it is satis- 
factory to know that domestic manufactures have lent their contribution, Of the latter there have been 
exported to the value of between five and six millions of dollars; this is an excess of eight hundred 
thousand dollars over those exported in 1824, and of more than two millions of dollars over those 
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exported in 1823. The progressive increase in this branch of industry is naturally ascribable to the new 
tariff. ; : 

The effects of the tariff upon the course of our foreign trade in other respects have as yet been but 
very partially disclosed. More time must elapse before such a body of successive facts can be presented 
under it as may lay a foundation for confident conclusions. The law itself, by the terms of its enactment, 
has not yet come into full operation in all its parts; and the returns in possession of the Treasury are 
not yet complete, even for the short period during which its principal provisions have had any efficacy, 
One thing seems apparent, that its effect, up to the present period, has not been to diminish the general 
aggregate of the foreign trade of the country. In estimating the value of the importations for the last 
year it is probable that even an Increase will be found to have taken place in some articles on which the 
duties were raised, as in fabrics of cotton, and in several articles composed of iron, whilst in other 
articles of this last material, as well as some articles composed of wool, a decrease will be observable, 
But a fact challenges notice, that can scarcely have been without its operation upon our importations 
during the commercial year just closed: it is the extensive changes that were announced in March last 
in the tariff of Great Britain. The trade of that country exerts such an influence upon the trade of other 
countries that any important alterations in the former must always be likely to affect, to a greater or 
less extent, the markets of Europe and of the commercial world. The larger admission into England, 
which the above changes authorized, of the commodities of other countries, heretofore positively or 
virtually excluded for ages from her ports, must have affected the prices of a portion, at least, of those 
commodities by the prospect of a new vent thus suddenly opened to them. This is known to have been 
the case in regard to some commodities, the duties upon which were lowered by the British tariff; which 
commodities are, also, amongst those imported from Europe into the United States. It is presuniable 
that it may have been the case in regard to others less distinctly known. Hence, the additional value 
of foreign merchandise imported into the United States during the past year cannot, in all cases, be 
taken as the true measure of an additional quantity, the laws of the United States requiring the value 
of foreign articles to be fixed at the port of exportation, and at the time of exportation. These changes 
in the British laws of trade, operating simultaneously with the new tariff at its commencement, increases 
the difficulty of ascertaining at this juncture the exact effects of the latter, even for a single year, upon 
the course of the foreign trade of the United States. 

The importations for the year being so large, and the provisions of the new tariff mainly attaching 
to them, a corresponding amount of revenue will arise from this source during the year. Accordingly, 
the gross amount of duties accruing upon imports and tonnage from the Ist of January to the 30th of 
September last is estimated at twenty-five millions five hundred thousand dollars. The gross amount 
that will probably accrue for the whole year is estimated at thirty-one millions. Should this amount 
prove to be correct, it will exceed by six millions of dollars the amount which has accrued during any 
one year since the excessive importations that immediately followed the war, viz: those of 1815 and 
1816. 

In estimating the clear revenue that may be expected to arise from the duties of the year, the amount 
of them to be drawn back on exportations of a portion of the articles on which they have accrued, the 
losses that may happen, and the expenses of collection, are all to be taken into consideration. The duties 
secured by bond during one year are chiefly payable in the year that follows. A portion is payable in the 
same year; but this is generally counterbalanced by the portion that also becomes payable in the next 
year on the importations of that year. It will be more than counterbalanced if the importations prove 
greater, and will not be met if they prove less. Debenture certificates for payment of drawback being 
demandable at any time within a year after the importation of the articles intended to be exported, the 
number and amount of them chargeable upon the accruing duties of the year can never be accurately 
foreknown. 

The debentures issued during the first three quarters of the present year amounted to $4,489,710 29. 
This is more by $1,537,710 99 than those issued during the corresponding period of the preceding year. 
The amount of those outstanding on the 30th of September last, and chargeable upon the revenue of 1826, 
was $1,858,315 64, which is more by $854,313 64 than was chargeable on the same day, in 1824, upon 
the revenue of 1825. 

The amount of duty bonds in suit on the 30th of September last was $2,987,347 22, which is 
$92,791 98 more than was in suit on the same day in the year preceding. 

Deducing from the foregoing statements the conclusion and probabilities that may at present seem 
warrantable, the receipts for 1826 are estimated as follows, viz: 





oes suaeh eves Kae coke kde Ceewnaa es Seer eee ee eee er ee re $24,000,000 00 
From public lands..... REFERS TS ETT SL ee ee ETE TT TT Eee ST TET LT TTT Tee TTT eT Cee 1,000,000 00 
From bank dividends ................ Pr er ee Pere ore Tee eas (kay 385,000 00 
From miscellaneous and incidental receipts................2005- eee ere ree 115,000 00 

NN NE fo hse as vadey ec keap newewenwns tense pacniiGin ARE wees $25,500,000 00 


The expenditures of the year are estimated as follows, viz: 
Civil, miscellaneous, and diplomatic......... invetts anes en seeeeeeee. 2,032,454 66 
Military service, including fortifications, ordnance, Indian department, 

revolutionary and military pensions, arming the militia, and arrear- 





ages prior to the lst of January, 1817............. errr ee 5,525,662 55 

Naval service, including the gradual increase of the Navy............ 3,026,612 81 

Public debt....... hhc s Lukwaenh hada Ca Mee ON od we sO weeeeeeeee 10,000,000 00 
6 See eee ree eed ed bean ree rere 20,584,730 02 





Which will leave in the Treasury on the 3lst December, 1826, after satisfying all the de- 
mands of that year, a surplus, estimated at.......... [ebb kee NOE Eee cca) ee 








If the remark be entitled to any attention, that the recent alterations in the British laws of trade 
have affected the importations into the United States during the existing year, by increasing their ad 
valorem amount, it ought not to create surprise if the value of importations in 1826 should fall below 
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those of 1825, because, admitting that those laws served, on their first promulgation, to enhance the price 
of certain enumerated commodities in the markets of Europe, it is not probable that this effect of them 
will be either extensive or permanent. One of their main provisions is known to consist in a reduction 
of the duties upon a list of articles manufactured in the different countries of Europe as well as in Britain. 
But the most important articles of this list were already so thoroughly established in the mannufactories of 
Britain as to be beyond the reach of competition from abroad. Hence, the privilege of introducing them 
there, and especially to any large extent, (meaning for consumption in Britain, without here alluding to 
her warehousing system,) must prove, in the end, to be nominal rather than real. Among the list are 
seen fabrics of woolen, of cotton, of linen, of hardware; and the new scale of duties is to have added to 
them in every case the amount of any internal excise duty previously existing, or which may at any time 
afterwards be imposed upon the same articles when manufactured in England. The forecast of that 
country, in all that relates to the interests of her manufactures, justifies the belief that she will not fail 
to conciliate the continued protection of them with whatever other abrogations she may ingraft upon her 
commercial code, either in relation to other nations of the world, or to her own dependencies in whatever 
part of it. 

It has been seen how largely the exportation of our own manufactures during the past year has 
exceeded the exportations of the two years preceding. It may be added that in no previous year since 
the foundation of the Government has the exportation of American manufactures reached an amount at all 
approaching to that of 1825. This is known from official documents as far back as 1803, and no doubt 
can be entertained of its being true for the remainder of the period. This fact, in conjunction with the 
increasing consumption of these manufactures at home, and not less of their improving quality, gives 
gratifying assurance of the progress of this most important branch of the national industry. It may be 
considered as marking the commencement of an epoch in the national resources, since an intimate 
connexion is believed to exist between the full encouragement and success of domestic manufactures 
and the wealth, the power, and the happiness of the country. The United States would, it is thought, 
overlook what is due to the essential interests of their agriculture, which can never reach the full point 
of prosperity but under the constant and various demand of the home market; of their foreign commerce, 
which can never expand to its full limit of activity, or reap its full measure of riches, but with ‘the aids 
of an active ho: * trade, and of an export trade enhanced in its value by being diversified in its objects; 
of the exuberance of their soil, yielding the best materials for so many of the fabrics which conduce to 
the wants, the comforts, and the refinements of the social state; of the industry, the enterprise, the fru- 
gality of their people; of the unrivalled equality of their laws, which, interdicting exclusive rights and 
monopolies, invites the most energetic exertions of every individual in the field of competition; and, finally, 
of the advantages flowing from the absence of pecuniary exactions, by the hand of Government, upon the 
internal products and labor of the country, if they do not vigorously uphold the manufactures of the country, 
now, for the first time, appearing to be upon the eve of striking root. It is a commencement that deserves 
every seasonable improvement. The territorial size and fertility of a country depend upon nature or upon 
accident. Both the one and the other may exist upon the largest scale, but in vain, if a provident Govern- 
ment do not second these gifts, whilst nations destitute of them, and struggling against positive obstacles 
of nature, are seen to arrive, through the wisdom of their policy, at the heights of prosperity and renown. 
To give perfection to the industry of a country rich in the gifts of nature, and blessed in the beneficence of 
its Government; to draw out its obvious resources, and seek constantly for new ones, ever ready to unfold 
themselves to diligent inquiry, urged on by adequate motives; to augment the number and variety of occu- 
pations for its inhabitants; to hold out to every degree of labor, and to every modification of skill, its appro- 
priate object and inducement; these rank among the highest ends of legislation. ‘To organize the whole 
labor of a country; to entice into the widest ranges its mechanical and intellectual capabilities, instead of 
suffering them to slumber; to call forth, whenever bidden, latent ingenuity, giving to effort activity, and to 
emulation ardor; to create employment for the greatest amount of numbers, by adapting it to the diversified 
faculties, propensities, and situations of men, so that every particle of ability, every shade of genius, 
may come into requisition, is, in other words, to lift up the condition of a country, to increase its fiscal 
energy, to multiply the means and sources of its opulence, to imbue it with the elements of general as 
well as lasting strength and prosperity. It is in the destiny of nations that the highest points of advance- 
ment are not to be arrived at but through the complicated yet harmonious action of these elements. 
That extensive and flourishing manufactures, with the train of useful arts allied to them, tend to propel 
nations in this onward course, is a maxim believed to be enforced by the best lights of experience, and to 
be of peculiar application to the United States under the present circumstances of their interior and external 
condition. By a flourishing state of manufactures we shall see rising up anew class of capitalists, 
rivalling, in the extent and usefulnes of their operations, and in the amount of their gains, the wealthiest 
of our merchants; spreading, too, by the education and habits for which their pursuits when largely 
conducted make a call, useful knowledge and science wherever those pursuits concentre. By a flourishing 
state of manufactures we shall see the gains of the merchant augmented even in his trade of imports, 
since, for every foreign fabric excluded from consumption by the ultimate use of the rival fabric at home, 
other fabrics will find their way to us, consumption having no limits but the ability to buy, and this 
ability invariably increasing as home manufactures assume variety and attain perfection. It is then that 
they create and diffuse wealth by what is the only true foundation of it in a nation, the universal, subdi- 
vided, and successful industry of the people. It is then that they make a call for an abundant circulating 
medium by quickening the operations of purchase and sale. It is then that they attract the precious 
metals to a country, and, beyond any other power of retention, keep them there. By numerous manu- 
factures we shall see agriculture, the first pillar in the State, stand firm; for when they shall have raised 
up new capitalists, who so sure to maintain profitable dealing with them as the owner of the soil? For 
the treasures that cover its surface and that lie beneath it he is then sure to find a market both regular 
and growing, whatever the political or mercantile vicissitudes at a distance, and as sure to buy at cheap 

rates the fabrics that he wants, cheapness being the necessary consequence of full competition among a 
powerful class of artisans at home. By numerous manufactures, in fine, we shall see reared up in the 
State that additional pillar which, standing in the middle, is indispensable to the stability of the other 
two; for the State must be in a false position, lying perpetually at the mercy of extrinsic events, when 
Teposing only upon foreign commerce and agriculture. The great intermediate interest, strengthening 
and upholding both the others, is manufactures. When to the complete establishment of these the internal 
improvement of the country shall have been superadded, the farmer of the United States cannot but 
perceive that the measure of his prosperity is made potentially full. Discouraging distances between 
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himself and his customers exist no longer. Through the wisdom of art the obstacles of nature disappear, 
He sees combined with the advantages of a country of almost boundless extent and capacity of produc- 
tion the facilities of a quick intercourse, which compensate to small countries the want of these advan- 
tages. He sees time anticipated in the effective augmentation of our numbers, for, as with machinery in 
manufactures, so with canals and good highways, they change the relative weakness of thin and scattered 
into the activity and power of a condensed population, thereby exemplifying the highest wisdom of legis- 
lation; the noblest works of Government, guided by the intelligence and stimulated by the energy of 
freedom. 

In giving these opinions in favor of domestic manufactures, it is known that other opinions exist on 
this subject, claiming the support of distinguished names both at home and abroad. For these opinions, 
as they have from time to time been witnessed in the discussions of the legislative hall at home, the 
utmost deference is felt. Nevertheless, it is deemed proper to communicate with candor those contained 
in this report, deliberately weighed as they have been, and uttered as they also are, under the obligations 
of official duty. In the submission of plans for the improvement of the public revenue, none occur more 
likely to prove salutary than those that look to the fostering of manufactures, under the truth that in the 
multiplied productions of nature and art in a country, the result of industry and skill everywhere diffused, 
lie the best and only foundations of finance. When the people of a country are universally and profitably 
employed, the aggregate of individual becomes the surest measure of national prosperity; and revenue 
for the public occasions will always be at hand, under whatever forms the Government may deem it most 
expedient and least burdensome to call it forth. The facts of the world are on the side of these opinions, 
it being incontestable that nations which have reached the most imposing heights of physical and intel- 
lectual power are those in which manufactures have been the most numerous, and arrived at the greatest 
perfection. It is more applicable to add that this perfection, amongst the nations where it has been most 
conspicuous, has been achieved through the most comprehensive and vigorous protection afforded to this 
kind of industry—a protection persevered in throughout ages, and never given up whilst its objects 
remained unaccomplished. The speculative economists of Europe are in opposition to the experience that 
surrounds them, and not less frequently to each other and to themselves, when they would hold up to 
any one‘nation the asserted benefits of an opposite system. “France,” says one of her most cclebrated 
writers of this class, (but who knows how to reconcile the enlightened ideas of free trade with those first 
duties that every nation owes to itself,) “is, probably, indebted for the beauty of her silk and woolen 
manufactures to the wise encouragement of that administration which advanced to the manufacturers 
two thousand francs for every loom at work.” The same writer, (Say,) whilst describing the condition 
of some of the provinces of that country, and which, as he says, wanted nothing but towns to bring them 
into high cultivation, adds, “that hopeless, indeed, would be their situation were France to adopt the 
system which recommends the purchase of manufactures from foreign countries with the raw produce of 
domestic agriculture.” France still adheres, in the midst of riches and power, to the practice on which 
these sentiments are founded. Nor is the example of Britain, up to this very moment, less absolute or 
less instructive. The prohibitions, the bounties, the high duties, the penalties, by force of which, 
throughout a long tract of time, the manufactures of that country have gained so much excellence, never, 
in anywise, abated until, by the recent avowals of her statesmen, high in intelligence, as authority, 
British fabrics were not merely certain to continue the supply, immense as it is known to be, of the home 
demand, but to find their way, in a proportion far greater than those from any other country, into all 
the markets of the world. The United States, with a combination of natural and political advantages as 
transcendent in number as degree, have before them these and other examples; the lights of co-existent 
nations; the amplest demonstrations of experience for building up their manufactures; and by that 
vigilant legislative assistance, without which they have never been known in any country to establish 
themselves in large or durable pre-eminence. Nor has this policy been found to interfere with an 
abundant foreign commerce in the wealthiest and most industrious nations. It has, on the contrary, 
carried its bounds still further, since every nation, by its habits and position, will always command 
superior facilities for excelling in certain branches of labor and art, which it therefore chiefly cherishes, 
leaving to other nations the opportunity of excelling in other branches, or of running the career of 
beneficial rivalry in the same; by which system the artificial productions of the world are augmented and 
improved, and the fields of traffic, through the increasing desires and varying tastes of mankind, as 
opulence and civilization make new advances, more and more extended and enriched. If the nations of 
Europe, whose industry and interchanges move in circles geographically proximate to each other, have 
yet adopted this policy, or have fallen back in their prosperity by the fact of its absence; if those nations 
that have adopted it are still seen to keep to it, or have only swerved from it after its ends have been 
attained, by stronger reason should the United States act upon it. Their remoteness from all the chief 
sources of supply of manufactured articles forms the additional motive, not to invoke that which might 
be drawn from the burdens, and even exclusions, still in full existence in other countries against some of 
their primary productions. That a populous and independent nation, a nation civilized since the moment 
of its existence, and whose institutions, by their essential principle, tend to accelerate it in the career of 
intellectual and social, as already they have conferred upon it political eminence, should have continued, 
as long as the United States have done, to derive from a distance, to be computed only by the space of 
oceans, so many of the fabrics which conduce to the necessary or tasteful accommodations of life, if not 
without precedent, has, perhaps, not before existed in the case of any other nation upon the same 
extensive scale. Without adverting to the contingencies which may diminish or cut off this supply from 
remote hemispheres, the very deterioration to which time, and more frequently casualty, expose no incon- 
siderable portion of these fabrics before the natural and intended uses of them can be exhausted, and 
where the skill that made is too often alone competent to renovate or repair, becomes, by so much, a 
dead loss to the capital of the importer or consumer, and consequently to that of the nation. The amount 
of it would go far, it is believed, towards forming a fund for encouraging the equally perfect fabrication 
at home of most of the articles of foreign origin, consigned, by the cause alluded to, to premature 
inutility or destruction. Besides the advantages of manufactures for home use, the present moment is 
deemed to be peculiarly auspicious, not to say urgent, for fostering them, from the situation and circum- 
stances of the rest of the world. An era has arrived, upon which after ages are to look back as toa 
point in the commercial destinies of mankind. The colonial system is fast falling to pieces: over immense 
regions it is totally gone, involving the certainty of changes both in the channels and the objects of 
trade, as vast as they will be various. The family of nations has been extended; new continents, new 
oceans, are opened to independent intercourse, to a just and equal participation in the benefits of which 
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the United States cannot but be alive. These benefits they can scarcely derive to the full and proper 
extent but by giving themselves to the large fabrication of those works of art for which their climate, 
their productions, and the skill and capitai of which their citizens are already in possession, especially 
qualify them. The course of their export trade for the last two years, as stated in this report, is an 
encouraging omen of their ability and aptitude to enter this new and great field of competition. Not to 
follow up such beginnings by timely and judicious measures, might be to let opportunities pass not 
always to be recalled. Whilst nations, shut out by their limited territory from agricultural products as 
the basis of foreign trade, have yet pushed the latter to its furthest limits by manufacture alone as that 
basis, it is the favored lot of the United States to superadd to the extent and riches of their soil a state 
of social advancement and an amount of town population already equal to the most extensive and varied 
operations of manufacturing industry. Not to found establishments by which this species of profitable 
industry may take life and spread over the land, would, it is believed, be to forget alike what is due to 
the best interests of agriculture on the one hand, and to the further enlargement of our commercial 
power upon the other. 

In expressing the convictions embraced in the foregoing remarks, it is not intended to close them by 
recommending any general revision of the tariff as fixed by the act of Congress of the 22d May, 1824. 
But it is deemed proper, under cover of them, respectfully to submit the expediency of effectually 
increasing the existing duties upon all manufactures of cotton of a fine quality. 

The facilities and inducements to the fabrication of cottons of every description in the United States 
are so great that the most beneficial consequences may be anticipated from the full establishment of this 
manufacture in all its finer branches, in like manner as, by the protection already afforded to cotton 
fabrics in the coarser branches, we have seen these latter established with advantages so manifold and 
decided. And should we establish completely the former also, such is the quantity in which we produce 
the raw material of this prominent manufacture of modern times, and, what is still more important, such 
is its quality, that there is no cause for apprehending that our immense exportations of it abroad will stop; 
on the contrary, it may be expected that they will go on progressively increasing. 

Concurrently with this recommendation for an augmentation of duties on all cotton manufactures of 
fine quality, it is deemed advisable to submit also the expediency of lowering, to a small extent, the 
duties at present existing upon teas, upon coffee, and upon cocoa. 

These articles, especially the two former, are of such large consumption in the United States as to 
take rank among the necessaries of life. They go to make up a part of the daily beverage of the poor as 
well as the rich, and should, therefore, not be pressed upon too heavily by the hand of taxation in any 
form; the less as they trench upon no rival production at home. Their more enlarged consumption would 
tend to increase, in corresponding proportion, the demand for sugar, thereby fostering a valuable produc- 
tion of some of our own States. The more widely, also, the habit of their use can be extended, the 
greater, it is believed, would be the prospect of seeing lessened the consumption of ardent spirits, so 
baneful in their effects upon the industry, the health, and the morals of the community. Under these 
views alone, regarding their connexion with the public prosperity and individual happiness, any tempo- 
rary or partial loss to the revenue that might result from an adoption of this last recommendation ought 
to be considered as compensated. It is not, however, certain that such loss would result, from the 
increased demand that might be expected to grow up for these articles, by a reduction of the present 
impositions upon them. As regards teas, it may be added, as an additional motive to the recommen- 
dation, that, under the present duties, there is reason to apprehend some falling off, ultimately, in our 
China trade, from the late laws and regulations of Britain, bearing upon this important article of 
merchandise. The interests of a valuable portion of our foreign trade, therefore, and of our shipping, 
appear to be at stake in fixing the duties upon teas of all kinds at rates somewhat lower than as at 
present established. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

RICHARD RUSH. 


Treasury Department, December 22, 1825. 





A. 


A statement exhibiting the amount of duties which accrued on merchandise, tonnage, passports, and clearances; 
of debentures issued on the exportation of foreign merchandise; of payments for drawback on domestic 
distilled spirits and domestic refined sugar exported; of bounties on salied jish exported; of allowances to 
vessels employed in the fisheries; of expenses of collection; and of payments made into the Treasury during 
the year ending on the 31st day of December, 1824. 
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AEE ROCA OMAN Se mre rtis MA en 17,878,325 71 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, December 21, 1825. 


_ _ [Statement B, giving the details of the revenue from customs in 1824, will be furnished by the 30th 
instant; and C, relating to the tonnage employed in foreign trade, will accompany it. ] 
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Lands sold and moneys received for lands from the 1st of January, 1824, to the 31st of December, 1824, and 
of payments made into the Treasury during the same period on account of public lands. 
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Rani cseunbusssavsee>reees>s seus eeeaeesuien 2,415.06 BIOS ansssauecs ane 3,018 88 08D 37 os cesses 2,308 45 
RIOR GIS ccnndsanucns donb senses Suck abeeen 27,219.31 BASD2NAG |i sucsesansce se 34,024 13 15700 'O0 Jles.bosssna sels 32,087 90 
Jeffersonville.......+.ssseeee. isbioneiee aneenens 11,313.34 14,141 65 10,748 63 24,890 28 1,804 70 |........ re: 17,117 95 
WAR remCE: o55555sesuesGenaeeess Sab ebeeabesen 12,283.52 15,694 59 6,637 73 22, 332 32 TSR1G 92 52 cassaeeaks | 23, 490 05 
lt it sissies pasaaiicune 6C,683.23 | 76,254 06 |....e.eseeeee4| 765.254 06 2,725 93 |......cccce000| 77515 41 
SEANAMMIGIND <cxoscchsusewsnscneusensencasess|  “ODIRN3I40 BOOTS Ol | 255 sessceceae 80,074 01 S51 0 1 C7 Sl Reece ny 77,558 70 
Flot WAYNE sss0sswec0seccoee icopenwneeneesa 1,075.02 Bes Serf a BRP eee eee 1,343 74 D5 085.107 | .<50 seceues 7,400 00 
RMMAEAGR cchisachscnnsiresbssnenesensuenaans 1,278.28 1,597 85 1,666 96 3,264 81 15003 AR 4, ascicka easton 37 00 
SRAWRECIOWD .0506s000000c00ee ébasueiesasbar 2,278.66 2,982 32 1,869 20 4,851 52 E(t ir Ol PRP os 2,960 59 
MW RILGHID. spo scsehoosnssnosskecn’s sepenesn 5,541.30 6,926 64 554 02 7,480 66 R082 20 152. sscew ere miei 25 
WaMMEMR Sass: cennssosacwnse SESE SER E REE ES ceke 614,00 BY 0  sesawwcceents 767 50 1,602 99 Jo. icecece seen [tree eeereeeens 
PPCM IMP cchnesnws coe eseears> spébabaswencoune 11,936.63 PAOD OG Tacswcewene seas 14, 921 26 1,379 31 }..... samneeee “4,000 00 
Sangamon... ...ecscecevesesecece eocccccccecccs 22, 339.10 27,923 89 2 eecccececes 27,923 89 2,374 33 | cccccccces 51,721 53 
DRE cots hs asheesesstasess SRE eAREEheEH esr 61,917.15 77,768 69 115 68 77, 884 37 = 7 ae eer aae 50, 026 01 
Mifare Goku anapeeseessseaeneenassacnpes pase 16, 329.53 20,436 89 |....eeee sian 20,436 89 AS S7219 Iiaseeace ec alNinseswessebes 
EON Ss cccnvosssvaciacs<ks SpeR SER eee nets 18, 363.45 22,954 45 6,684 29 29,638 74 2509869) 2s vasscess 25,541 78 
Palmyra....... RR RD EN a a car ceck She cisobhes Rees eescteeeesseb ae bene eese baneebheee epee ecccccecece YER ey eee ee pesteaese severe eeseenes 
Franklin. .......+++ pevenbeeeks apreees viskicsees 34, 400.58 45,331 28 5,330 19 50,661 47 ROE OF bo sic scenes. ..| 86,457 24 
CS eS aL ee 13,677.60 17,096 98 |..ceccccceseee| 17,096 98 sks OO dccesseweues | 14,319 00 
Lexington. ...... er Cee ee yan aeaee se 20, 343.49 ENDO 9 isha sseueneaees | 25,430 57 1,247 59 Sie Ter sementieee 
Batesville........ sees becca seahebsapaesnwosses 2,088.43 DAGIO Gs | |aiissecnsaniawse | 2,610 53 BOON dl ci iecesesews .| 202 33 
Little Rock ...... Seren esees oe Rear 889.36 0,992 95 essne pebees 1,111 75 DAS 1G os cscisc casos |esesessesweens 
Ouachita ...... .seeeeee cecceecccees eocccccccclecccccccccccce|sos seeeees Pe oe ae eee cocccccece 1,029 02 |.....ceeee pens Mere reaper ae 
Opelousas ..... +++. Ssh eanwsheei suka Sexensenee 3, 627.26 4,534 06 795 74 | 5,329 80 POSE DAY sca wera sbiowis 3,000 00 
New Orleans. ....seeeeceeseees sevecsces 0000 se]eces cvcees ccc leces ceseeis sees seeeseeeeeeees | tee teceees eens 1,000 00 |... cceececceeleeeeveeees tees 
St. Helena Court -House ......cccccccccccccccelecce voccccce celeccccccccc voce Be a Ty Lee 1,000 00 |...eeeeeee ee eee rere evens 
DUAMMMAIDs sassy sb ecasnoensa'essx oss 10, 269.22 12,836 46 7,716 58 | 20,553 04 3,295 53 462 24 17,500 00 
Jackson Court-House.......ee00. scbobanesnens 320.00 400 00 |occccccccccece| 400 00 G82 G3 |..ccccccccevee|seveecevecenes 
RRsRhy ACL. cocess ecko csensbntunaasosss 70,612.52 92,137 73 ]s0s0. eS 91,137 73 MS O40 AS Sowesue sions 70,977 94 
PEPERNNONS UCLaecckbeasascseecsebehesseener 23,579.92 29,465 98 1,933 86 31.399 84 ByDTE GO| csccceeee sae 41,264 01 
Huntsville ....... raebeene scneawnsbabponseenee 8,019.15 10,023 98 5,076 43 15,100 41 2,610 86 |..... akan 7,720 61 
SOM CLS cbrGhiesbpaiee sucess seaee Seaneaun 75,531.70 | 109,966 90 14,230 73 | 124,197 63 4,669 53 11 25 104,461 74 
TUERORIDOER Gpabes'aeesseseees ee easens acs aeeee 16, 883.60 DUNOA TE Noses cnececeese 21,104 71 1,507 13 |...cccccceee 19, 166 00 
BAA G saxo sapes scuwssbacenbae Seeeeee alesis 7,171.59 BOGT MB | swaencaeeeeene 8,964 48 A286 92 avcsassesceess 31,700 00 
749,323.04 | 953,799 03 | 110,890 59 | 1,064,689 62 74,621 56 493 77 984,418 15 


























E. 


Statement of the moneys received into the Treasury from all other sources than customs and public lands during 


the year 1824. 


Dividends on stock in the Bank of the United States.........-........- 


From arrears of old direct tax of 1798........... fatehet Shera s a ut wide a ewes 
new qGirect t€z.........% ee ee ee re re ee 
BOW TMmietbhl TEVERMEC. ... 666.56 ccs s cee vie ceenweas 
Fees on letters patent...... awed assem s a Wee SOT ree Te 
Ce Cr AG PND IB go ko secc nn wscascaseevces Tee, eet ee was 
Passage money of American seamen returned..............+. cite Mesias 
Surplus emoluments of officers of the customs...............0+eeeee ees 


interest on balances due by the Bank of Elkton to the United States. 
Received under the act to abolish the United States trading establishment 
Moneys previously advanced on account of prisoners of 
| SPT eeeT TT Te rere ree eT Tee Peebesbesucweccunes 


Balances of advances made to the War Department, repaid under the 


3d section of the act of May 1, 1820................... jemeies 
Loan of five millions of dollars, at 4} per cent., to provide for the awards 
under the Spanish treaty .......... Ewierterkeeess eet Tee ee 


$350,000 00 
5,203 50 
998 46 
34,663 37 
6,270 00 
15,475 00 
10 00 
31,490 56 
2.085 33 
22.519 20 
3,708 62 
563 00 





45,481 89 
5,000,000 00 


$122,987 04 


5,518,468 93 


—$————— 
——_— 





JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


Treasvury Department, Register’s Office, December 8, 1825. 
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STATE OF THE FINANCES. 











Statement of the expenditures of the United States for the year 1824. 


CIVIL, MISCELLANEOUS, AND DIPLOMATIC, VIZ: 


I ORCL Ido SERN AKA ood eon Ooo $4064 oN ee eaeawheweseaeee 
Se ee ne ee a eae 
ide gd on hig Ce ess Reb ta hee ba GS od Ree Res 
I MS syne ii dv aia ns e4e soe a oo 5k ss Se ea nen REO 
Commissioner of the Public Buildings... ..........2scecccssecccsccsece 
Governments in the Territories of the United States.................... 


EY I ee eee ee ee eee ee Te TTT eee ee Te TT Teer ee eee 


ie 6bs SAW eo US NESS Ass Kase ASAD SORES KORE SO SON 
hi a ui Gada Ww a Oe ako Ox eed eee eee aed ER eS 
ey nn a ree 
NT SOO is nba occa ccsesesteccenscedseases anew 
inns eae hh ee.crs yeas ee Oe dee ea beeen ded es 
Registers and Receivers of Land Offices.................. 


Boundary lines between Missouri and Arkansas 


en nT a A a 
Land claims in St. Helena land district............0.. ccc ccc ccccecces 
Repairing the road from Cumberland to Ohio.............. 0.00. e eee 
Roads within the Indian Territory, from Nashville to New Orleans 
Bones within the State of Tadiama. ..... 2... cs ccccccccccccscecccsecess 


Roads, canals, &c., within the State of Alabama 


Roads and canals within the State of Missouri..................0.e000 
Payment to Ohio of the net proceeds of lands scld under the 3d section of 

WE OE Py Oe, BOE os cn os cies sce cceesseeneseevess ee 
i CCL Cee 
Pas UTES TA WOURIRIOORS . ow on a ce cece c ence ene neescsesuses 
Accommodation for the President’s household...................000005- 
Payment of balances due to officers of old internal revenue and direct tax. 
Payment of balances to.Collectors of new internal revenue 
Pee OE CUNENON COOTINONUE oo cece see ee nec cesccewecsas cee 
CLE TEE ETC TT OT CT TET CC ETT ETO T OTe 


i, Se. os ose k Sas SSE Ads DUA Soe KOR ERS OR SOS eRe RES 
Missions to the independent nations on the American continent 
Contingent expenses of foreign intercourse............... cece eee eens 
Relief and protection of American seamen...............0.ceeeeeeeees 
hah RSs d Wik 9 6 OO 4 GAD KDHE ROR OSS 
ee Oe Sy SE OE WO ENON os. 5 sn ee eS bees Soeuedeeeemnes 
ee EN 55 o Vhs a ok Od 6K OREN ERNE DRM MONEE EMH OIOS 
Treaties with Mediterranean Powers...........cc.cceeseccscccncccoees 
NE ea Aeris tater ees KAR KRE WER LOe ead edn ee eewRws 


less he SVS AS RN WRN SIRES RWS 
ee Oh ane sa A ed TKI WR ROARK Ad Ss ae eekaS 
ERSTE SESSA aH Per ast vie ane reir er Fe Pane Pane Pee ae ares ree 
CTC CE TORE ETT OT TORO ECCT OR TTC ETT TT Te 
momen Git Hoapltal Department... .... 0... 00 cscs ccccsceveseecesses 
ates ein rece Ee EK wi eka eviews d esa SVaeweA 
Ae oO ke ek ea sey AG 0 bs kN A Raed OER eR 
I NN a on ex ant vx oe se Hoek dN RR RESTS EKER EO 
Repairs and contingencies of fortifications. ................ eee e eee eens 
eV BN Ve KA end a9 Ka RU RARER SER AA TAROT 
RS RAC Spa Wn Kn. sR AES URW Rod MORKR RELEASES EO 
i uitiaen 5 dv KARR DEAR ARS ADRI OS OS Saad 
EE eer eer nner rrr re errr 


REFERERS RE ERP eee nrecepeecenes Cen erent one tere ee 
ee eee eCUani eb eee kee wae een ences 


6g oc a oe ok dah eae eck seen sds adededebaesacades 
NN II ik occas eoecsaecdnscsciicnsisdcesenede’® 
ts CL iRK Wii alis oes ecshsnns couasagunees 
Improving Ohio and Mississippi rivers, &C.......... 0.00 cece cece eee eens 
Wi GE WON OME CRUAIE oon ce vies cscs cece cc cccsccencsccceceecuvs 
Relief of officers, &c., of Seminole campaign.............0+eceeeeeeeees 
UY MOMMY, WERE POU so scc cin is eescssevscssersbetenscseeeess 
Uf 3 RE Serene 
IR Otitis ch cins'eny sehen uadwes 
Balances due to certain States........cececceceeececees 


32 B 


eoee ees o eee eee eee eee rene 


eee e eee eee 


ere eee eereeeeese 


eorereerer ere eeeee 


$603,738 
473,370 
9,310 
12,272 
1,500 
26,632 
209,442 


10,206 
34,986 
110,370 
839 

657 
317 
425 
136,294 


108,898 
28,669 
20,145 
38,056 
15,946 
14,136 
12,327 
10,559 

4,891,368 





1,093,868 


39 
46 
00 
30 
00 
79 
30 


02 
76 
99 
96 
00 
00 
00 
92 
50 
00 
00 
73 
01 


79 


4] 
TT 
53 
34 
47 
50 
13 
4] 


47 
72 
73 
96 
17 
44 
78 
00 
56 


08 


265,500 81 


34,177 
148,738 
23,674 
13,695 
50,514 
993,154 
16,282 
95,629 
89,702 
9,275 
11,500 
84,630 
100,000 
69,059 
39,500 
15,510 
20,000 
3,000 
3,003 
19,344 
11,835 
15,438 
2,915 
17,331 


5,910 2 


18 
07 
19 
56 
09 
72 
47 
86 
09 
14 
00 
99 
00 
17 
00 
00 
00 
00 
84 
60 


$1,336,266 24 


678,942 74 


5,140,099 83 





7,155,308 81 





7,155,308 81 





250 FINANCE. [No. 732, 











Brought forward......... $2,552,091 96 $7,155,308 8) 

Bounties and premiums...........-0: eee eee cece e eect eee e tee eee eeeees 26,286 10 
OMA aie Ui he 2 os Sale ene an tae hee ee ee 12,400 04 
Expenses of recruiting. .........6-- eee cee cece ee eee eee cece eeeeenns 8,279 65 
ARR Bie ee ie Re Se ae es Se IE STOR ree arty eh neem nea ae rs 386,357 38 
EE ES Pe Se ar er er ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 2,538 92 
Arming and equipping the militia. ... 2... 6... ccc eee cece eee ee eee eee eee 171,155 43 
National armory, western Waters... .........ccccsecccsscccscssrecsces 3,117 00 
Purchase of Gredley’s farm. ..........cccscscccccscvccccccccsccvesses 10,000 00 
NS EEE SE ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 20,000 00 
ee 5 5 655.5 65-0 RV NERS TRADE ES OW Wwe OR SS 167 Td 
Mans, pians, Bc., War OGi0e. .. «250065 s-scnsscccscesceeescncscceecees 547 56 
Road from Platteburg to Sackett’s Harbor... .......csccccscccsceccsces 1,350 60 
eS aah hahah ae Dd SA SD 1,387 55 
Seis SO S COMMOOIE BO TOG, AMIUBUING. 66 occcs dscns ce ceccssccccncceeses 15,000 00 
ee kc dcis psa ds SESE D CREO dws we ew ane 134,745 81 
eT Ter TTT re eee ee Tee TET TEE Terese 231,726 18 
ee re er ET en er er eee 1,267,600 41 
Purchase and reservation of Indian lands in Georgia. ............2.0000. 26,025 70 
sce shu kv dss DSS RESAKRWET Hodes eRe LOH ERE 7,000 00 
eT UE ENT SNe MUNIN i. oa ne Ss bist dis a nino glne SW RAe ew oes HOE d «eee HS 938 37 
Treaty with the Creeks.......... LR ee ee Ee ee re PE ec 23,000 00 
ne See OE ENON os kn ess asia's edb dee o cee eeseneone ewe 23,657 50 
ee oer ere errr ee ere errr Tree eT eee 9,500 00 
a iui de aee REE ew Ow wwe 6 ale Mian OR 13,541 81 
ea re aids GaN TE AERK He bb eR RE WE CER S's 22,874 24 
RO ee eee ee Pee ee eee eee er ree Te 10,548 32 
Pe es oe i i eh ale po kee eee we Maken 14,412 45 
Domnnmencies OF Indian Department... 6.0.6... ccs cscs neces seecssons 98,743 88 
ES I ei CO Ey Ee ae er er 177,250 31 
Treaties with Indians beyond the Mississippi................... 0000000: 3,094 99 

5,275,889 31 

From which deduct the following repayments: 

ED RITE ESET OE oy Se eee $4,667 30 
cE rr 168 00 
ee a eee ee ene ee 200 00 
Treaties with Indians, act April 20, 1818.................... 599 67 














NAVAL DEPARTMENT, VIZ: 

ee eee eee re ee eer ee ee ere $898,415 50 
PTET EET TESTE COTTE TEC TTT Cee ee 223,869 24 
a a ss ka heen Wk SEE Ss a Deh wNes 312,404 56 
ee eae ae os ie hee aba ea Cpab sade eae E RED 31,698 47 
EE Lee eee een ee ee eee eee 404,151 00 
ie ecw KW ia ete Saw he~ hiwid ee Rw eww Mabe 30,156 44 
EEE ELIE EE ETT OPEL COTS Tee EEE Tee ere 136,365 01 
rr rn Mr OME oo. socks kane hans ou Redes 40s sae ae 08d 102,028 39 
ee i Bs kei s esas kc hae se bisvake sas ane eresas 149,889 97 
Contingent expenses not enumerated........... LMiwarkicaekunepemas near 680 94 
ee Ne i oe phate dba Aie SRS WES OM 286,977 45 
NN EE ne Se re ee eee ee 11,375 81 
ES VOU RS Are Re Te oe ee Te en ne ee ee re 15,114 63 
ee eh cada Wile ss GMAER REESE TARE DARKS RSA 16,401 60 
Ee ee ee eee re eee eee eee 14,032 58 
ee ne NE NEN 6 oe Sa SAME LEEW pS ewe Kae Ca wna se esr 1,412 82 
ee NN 6 og obi ca babes FUaSNw GaSe ens sy saraweenes 2,962 37 

Rewarding officers and crews of two gigs under the command of Lieutenant 
ee ee ot lS ele acim a hewn en eels Obes 3,000 00 
EET EEL TT ree ee eee ee Te ree ne TTT 56 59 
ee ic cS is ebb eR CK dhs Ka eR NSS See Sse sees 22,305 OT 
Pay and subsistence of the Marine Corps... ...........seecescseececenss 199,061 30 
Clothing of the Marine Corps........... PEUEIGES eA SA CARR ER EKER ES 31,334 83 
enn y WONON GE The MMIIND GOES. os 5 icc cs cs cis neewssecowecsenscaves 3,551 25 
ee en OU ens 5 ns 6 Sin ib G ANG a 6 Adie h eee albb anos 4 woe wae Weis 4,659 80 
Contingent expenses of the Marine Corps...............-eee0e betel eaten 9,000 00 
<csumauirepuatipsiglboo oth superna wsidgin git CETTE COTE C TTT 2,369 71 
NN Se PRIN RO Soo kis y dns sia bese dns s4e 6d cassie dnesvae’s 9,631 81 
2,922,907 14 

From which deduct the following repayments: 

RE a Pe ee ee en $409 58 

pupennmtendent and artificers, Oc... 2... 2... cece cescccscess 11,529 22 

Senn GRE TRON TOT COINS ob kn kee occ ncecee sd cassweses’ 6,320 15 

Rewarding officers and crew of the frigate Constitution ....... 66 63 
—— 18,325 58 

2,904,581 56 
Carried forward......... ere ee 15,330,144 1 
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STATE OF THE FINANCES. 








Interest, &c., domestic debt ..... 


Redemption of T per cent. stock of 


PUBLIC DEBT, VIZ: 


ee rer -.--- $15,330,144 T1 


er err 


Por principal . .. 6.2... vecescccssccccecccccssscccce ccc 0O0 08 35 


Premium ........ a8 


ee | 


49,302 19 


8,647,611 54 





Redemption of exchanged 6 per cent. stock of 1812..................... 2,612,435 69 


Reimbursement of Mississippi steck ...... 


Treasury Derartment, Legister’s Office, December 8, 1825. 


- 





ee 


7,242 34 





16,568,393 76 





31,898,538 47 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


(}.—Statement of lands sold and moneys received for lands from the 1st January, 1825, to 30th June, 1825, and 
payments made into the Treasury during the first three quarters of that year. 





OFFICES. 


Mreubenville... cocscccccevccsevcccves 
MATICUD secccs tee scwvcscns 
Cincinnati....cccecceses 


CHINCOIRG s.ccs000s0% Se eee ee ee 
TANCSVING <6 ci5:009s cea Kaivhle ase weve Cee 6ee\e 
Wooster...... Gaeta eneeerewais ween Rd eases 
Piqua. ...ccccesecccccevccces ooceecovcces 
Delaware....... is Sidiese Sle eh Gis wiewsinlw euipisiewemesas 
DORCIBOMVUNOs: cane os snes cewencies Rctreaee acer eee 
Vincennes....ceecccce Giateeeeeews eeeese 
Brookville. ....... ewes wine ateee's eWaecesciniew@es 
PW ACOUUINO s scc0es' cep cwawsncescecwsecnetele 

PRE MIARUING asoa bons 5504-40 46s ss eeseneeueeees 


Kaskaskia... ...00- 00 
Shawneetown ......ccccece 
Edwardsville. ........ aeesaie Sr ore Cae 
Vandalia. ...... Renews Seeeve wes vibestig eceh wees 
PMEMEND siss anne eectne soceuneene seas 
Springfield ...ccsccccccccccccccccccccscccccsoce 
DEW. .6:0:si0.0:6 cvs viestleeied slewieaaisitipntisie osiew elses 
PEO ai's, neue Saves ais 
St. Louis... 


eee eres eeseee Peewee wees seers reese 


Palmyra....... Gaile were $605.00 660056000 bees s066 
PIANC. cc sees as oe eead Qucees ceneaescecncas 
Cape Girardeau sicsciccviccccseceeseverecsecescee 
OPINION cicae same vivecnaes bass 
Batesville oe cccccccece 
MUALG MOOK sc sce susie cwessisciescs 
NTU GIES, as vonieie amore ere slaiereiers 


seen eeee eee Pere esse eeseee 


Pere rere were 


Se mee ee reser eres 


PCIMAD oc sc seetecesaaeb sous avueWancceedeees 


NEW ONCANSs.ssssiswisceassaswoave 





AMOUNT RECEIVED. 





to June 30, 1825. 
sold in the first two 
land sold prior to 
July 1, 1820. 


Lands sold from January 1 
quarters of 1825. 


Am’t received for land 
Amount received for 


Total amount received 


in the first two quar- 


ters of 1825. 


| EXPENSES. e 
a 
os 

| oR | om 2 

| oi ea B 

ae @ a) ns 

| 8s giz 2 

| Bg 2 S=°¢ = 

| « nD BE¢é: ° 

4 ond al eo 

y | 2 om =] 

| = | Le = 
to = S¢€@s 

| B88 238 g 

=a 0 i) 

5° ES s 5 
_— = | as = 
[ 2 .= | ct = 
368 § m&o sd > 

| SA & | om 8 a 

= = 

| = | -=] a 





Acres. 
9,272.44 
7, 483,32 
9,840.08 
8,536.79 

10, 440.48 


$12,085 87 
9,366 64 
11,385 00 
10,670 87 
13,050 58 


$9,103 96 
3,060 60 
30,476 72 
9,549 32 
16,421 20 


9,742.71 12,178 38 13,796 55 
2,915.55 2,764 48 |..... Saeed 


10,997.04 
3,102.78 
5,231.03 


SL 2 ree 
3,878 46 | 22,248 33 
6,538 83 14,675 97 
18,087.03 | 29,530 60 |......seeeeee. 
36,170.26 eg, ee 

295.40 SPE cissscnecensen 

560.00 700 00 1,155 53 

640.00 800 00 2,326 18 
2,244.56 2,805 69 1,153 38 

320.00 400 00 |.... 
3, 366.89 CL eer 
7,057.20 | rene 
59,388.04 75,739 96 5,168 73 
7,653.32 gy rer 
8, 869.92 11,087 37 6,265 93 
10, 961,12 Ce | 
8, 713.37 10,909 73 12,515 56 
1,916.06 CINE cvisnavonsins 
5, 495,38 | ere nee 
3, 103.54 3,879 41 

400 00 500 00 

80.00 WO oicascccmeens 
3,098 78 


400.00 





$21,189 83 | 


12, 427 
41,861 
20, 220 
29, 471 
25,974 
2,764 
13, 748 
26, 126 
21,214 
29, 530 
45, 587 
369 
1,855 
3, 126 
3,959 
400 
4,208 
8, 821 
80, 908 
9,541 
17,353 
13,710 
23, 425 
2,395 
6, 869 
3,879 
500 
100 
3,098 
500 


| 


| | 
| | 
| $991 49 |.....ceceeeeee] G18, 717 29 
24 | 446 15 | 11,887 76 
| 1c. 46,005 28 
1,258 “S GORE 18,963 50 
| 1,166 75 |.... 26,566 29 
93} 1,100 16 | 25,808 05 
| 2,135 20 


| 543 68 
26 | COOHOT Poeeiaclesseere wat 10,091 08 
28,497 69 


1 86 1,97 WI ..cc sass 


80 | 760) 9G) sc scsies wees 11,515 34 
MO JP ccciwnuse 25,510 28 
89 | DASOG riswou seen ee cee 
25 | A eee ae 11 87 
53 | Ce | eee: 58 97 
18 | | Ce 2,192 00 
07 | eg SC 145 73 


00 | WT 6: cusuus cacabeac dead 
61 | 698 36 12,576 71 
51 | ere 27,256 96 

| 

| 

| 

| 


69 1,603 75 42,843 02 


66 | 692 13 


Jecccecece eeeleeeeeeeeee eeee 
30 | PSII SS tee canciesees 14,318 86 
2 | eerennnne: SweMrme eas 
29 | 1,018 93 |...... ‘ia 21,263 50 
05 | pL | ee 1,060 00 


23 816 27 |...0.. 


| 
| 8,229 56 
41 | C58 AS Fee cece 


4,704 15 
00 621 62 
00 | 395 44 
78 | BYE 1D: becsccqdinescnalvaaxnaue 
00 | Pg | ener 
| 500 00 


Peer ee eeseseerlesse sees eseses 
eee ee eeeeeeer lessees eesesees 


14,295 01 























St. Helena Court-House..... Scie eib OU bine da leee ball Meee Obed vIbaese Lee's-e.enee seeeeeleees tence eeeeeeleceeeeeseeeeee! cetedtesees éesnlee ereaduwenee 
Washington..... Ganiieesuwteainae suaksieseseoeses 5,311.26 10,770 09 35,900 83 46,670 92 398 68 $350 11 70,204 21 
SACESON CG Ui -TIOUSC is kaos 0 dcca0 6010 6 oc0 casero 233.80 OP ON Lowascaciiossuee 291 86 500 00 |eeeeeeeeceeersleceeeeeeerees i 
MHOCUAW: SPIN GTI CU iia «is s:0.<,anis0scwieins IAN Aaleleit rad 30, 952 . 92 BOGOON WAM csiscwccesecase 38,691 13 | 1,800 TL |.cceeeeeee eee, 73, 963 28 
co ae ae ee a roe 11,214.50 14,019 99 3,247 13 | 17,267 12 Ge Pence eseecaass 164250 09 
Huntsville. .....cccceecsees pie See Nee 12,089.64 16,084 10 39,586 15} 55,670 25 1,857 05 |...... OEE ee 2,901 40 
MALE OOMD isincis Aovewininta Avie elsiaeielotelelsiewiealaa' see's 65, 662. 48 135, 138 23 cigs’ 135, 138 23 2,386 57 essences 125,734 84 
Sparta...... Minitininakwaccusnz: wea G,651 24 |....eccececeee] 6,651 24 | Ps eee 5,120 00 
Cahaba....... Seaaeeeass paeeaen Siclewuowenasus laessewe esrnce SEEN FE ET LEE ONT, PREP RT Mie IEE NR *16, 112 25 
WAUMNABSOE 5 ccs o:sieeineveciess Gubcatebleseeaienmical 4%, 427.55 77,268 00 | ..ceccee ian 77,268 00 | 1,756 66 oo mamas 40,500 00 
Mca Mace errr Mcneela 
428, 077.45 623,088 12 229,750 85 | 852,788 97 | 36,675 72 350 11 725,440 17 
ee ee t | 
Amount paid into the Treasury in the first two quarters Of 1825... ..60 ceceeececee sr eeeeesceeeecceeees $725. 440 17 


Amount paid into the Treasury in the third quarter Of 1825......ceeeeeeeeeeeeeeoes 


Total amount paid into the Treasury in three quarters of 1825 


251,462 50 








976. 902 67 


*N. B.—The extensive operations at Cahaba, Alabama, under the relief law of 1824, have unavoidably delayed the transmission of their returns from 
that office up to the period of this statement. It is presumable that about $100,000 was received at that office during the six months embraced in the above 


statement, 


Treascry DepaRTMENT, GENERAL Lanp Orricr, November 1, 1825. 


GEORGE GRAHAM. 














252 FINANCE. 





[No. 782. 





Hi. 


Statement of moneys received into the Treasury, from all sources other than customs and public lands, from 


January 1 to September 30, 1825. 


From dividends on stock in the Bank of the United States..... Te ee ee ee 
From balances of advances made in War Department, repaid under the 3d section of the 
act of May 1, 1820.. Re RPE eh ote a oe nee Dee eee Se inaiaee olan pie el hell sate Dat 
From arrears of new inter mal revenue....... pew eeda bea xa ete Ter rT Peete Te eee 
From arrears of new direct tax........... ire ere TT UTC Ee OL eee eee Tee Te yews 
From fees on letters patent ....... TOTeT TT Te eee Leuenee Tee eT eT eee ee eee 
From cents coined at the Mint ........ piseeve re ee eeh ewes ie nuranedetas errr ee 
From postage of letters ..............+.++- ina imei h Reka a se i era id Te ee 
From consular receipts, under the 2d section of the act of “April a4, 1708. ..5. renee rer 
From surplus emoluments of officers of the customs ............ 0.0 cece ec ee eee eeees 
From money received under the act to abolish the United States trading establishments 
i te a EY OR OE CONTE TP PEO ET eT Te Rew CRS eee Piees 
ee en ete ere ‘ 
From sales of public lots in the city of W ashington bakes ke seek CoE ER ee eivts ay 
From net proceeds of vessels condemned under ‘the acts prohibiting the slave trade . 
nn PPP PRET TTT eT ERT eT EEE ETE ETS (eenees 
From net proceeds of vessels, &c., captured of the pirates ihesad (RRCHDERIEIRUR NKR ORY 


From moneys previously advanced on account of the second census........-ceeeeeeeee 
From moneys previously advanced on account of ascertaining land titles in Louisiana. . 
From moneys previously advanced on account of annuity to Christian Indians on the River 
rere re Lepekbeweee Ke 
From interest on balances due from the banks of Wilmington and Brandywine to the 
United States....... 
From rent of the naval hospital farm, Chelsea........ 
From loan of five millions, at 43 per cent, , per act of May 26, 1824. 


eeereee eee ee eee eeee eee er eee e eee eee eee ree 


eee eee eens ree ereeeeeeeeeeer eres eeee 


$367,500 00 


41,758 60 
22.534 84 
2,009 98 
6,690 00 
12,726 95 

469 56 
2,292 10 
25,496 59 


9,698 54 
3, 3,298 06 
1579 38 
4473 51 


1,474 98 


4,937 42 
267 45 
5,000,000 00 





5,508,144 89 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


Treascry Department, egister’s Office, December 8, 1825. 





Statement of the expenditures of the United States 


CIVIL, MISCELLANEOUS, AND DIPLOMATIC. 


DMPIIOAIIPO. 2... 550+ ES Ee PE ree ere erie $316,367 08 
ixecutive Departments ............2.0.008: SE Tee Tee Te eee ee 369,767 44 
Officers of the Mint...... re a ee pale a eatin ea ase Sk arke sta es wees 7,200 00 
Commissioner of the Public Buildings 5 ia neeate (Seb aaa cache Raawer errr 1,125 00 
Surveying Department..... eT Ree Ee rE beans 17,551 82 
Governments in the Territorics of the United States .................04. 27,596 71 
RES EE a ee ee ee ee ee eee .. 158,942 55 
Annuities and grants .......... Se Or (Lae bweseceek RRKwe minke 8 1,300 00 
ra pi Rika eilentls (Ns nae WDE E 14,651 64 
Unclaimed merchandise ....... ce tknweeses errr Ne eee ee re 342 30 
Light-house Establishment. ee er eer eiubescunae seni ne osooe 116,868 88 
Surveys of public lands................ 5p wiieh wil hain ee er ree ee ree 125,456 33 
ET FOE te ee ee ee er 200,000 00 
Reweseors Gna Meccivers of Land Offices ....... 2.2. .e csc n ees cesceeee 1,125 00 
Western boundary line of Arkansas Territory....................40.- 7 2,000 00 
Boundary lines between Missouri and Arkansas ................-00+000- 1,500 00 
Preservation of the public archives in Florida........ Ladin soso u er bee ons 375 00 
Land claims in Florida Territory ..... etre ty Tee errs Pere 6,682 69 
Land claims in St. Helena land district................. rT re eer es 3,250 00 
Roads within the State of Indiana............ ivites tienes ee ia Rae ‘ 10,798 09 
one Wein the Biate OF DMO... oon ce ccc eec cee enes ey ere re 9,197 27 
Roads, canals, &c., within the State of Alabama..... Exenten tw ees POeiereees 10,753 66 
Roads and canals within the State of Missouri..... horde AS Sie Fh saa 1,256 44 
Roads and canals within the State of Mississippi...................... 15,780 26 
Encouragement of learning within the State of Illinois.................. 5,702 06 
Repayment for lands erroneously sold by the United States.............. 1,635 93 
Purchase of lands reserved to certain Creek Indians .................... 800 00 
Marine Hospital Establishment .... ............... er eT eee er 39,118 3 





89 


Srom January 1 to September 30, 18 





ION 


25. 


893,550 60 



































1825.] STATE OF THE FINANCES. 253 

Brought forward............ $567,593 89 $893,550 60 
ee rE Fe rN ios oso ck ceca ss cweescsenscesunrecess 62,000 00 
Accommodation of the President’s household................000eeee0e- 14,000 00 
Bringing the votes for President and Vice President of the United States 6,169 50 
Payment of claims for property lost, &¢...............0ccccceccceccces 125 00 
Stock in the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal Company.................. 192,500 00 
Payment of balances to officers of old internal revenue and direct tax..... 2,184 64 
Payment of balances to Collectors of new internal revenue.............. 1,723 45 
PR OE CONN I oon csc saeedsscaceecersiscoceses 83 Ol 
I SII Gis ok ko Keene de Reahn $0 As 0455 000k ewe eee 71,670 84 
Consular receipts under the act of April 14, 1792...............cccceeee 2,292 10 

— 920,342 43 
 covarepaviallcrie: petty mapas, EME OE COREE CEE ETE ETC CETTE 127,017 29 
Contingent expenses of foreign intercourse..............cccceccceccees 25,224 95 
Relief and protection of American seamen..............c0ccececcececs 22,567 20 
Teeeey OF Tenet, Gee Ge 11) BEUICION, wn. cee ec ececseceeceseceaess 12,583 13 
es 4 V5 ANd sun aeekecdeasenens¥osesvaudeceees 8,000 00 
en re ee re err a ere ee 1,125 00 
ie k FON sgt dr ck RADE SKLAR E AS ASE RRS RR RKO S 66,335 02 
Payments of claims under the 9th article of the treaty with Spain....... 16,270 87 
Treaties with Mediterranean Powers... ...........cccccccccccescccecs 3,508 67 
AEA aA Mee aw wee Ap aly a Fe Cah ewe ak abs Awe wees ao 2,000 00 

-— 284,632 13 

2,098,525 16 

MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT, VIZ: 

i Si them lhe, LEE, REEL CECT TCE TCE TTT Rial savaw nats 710,379 16 
NE hha Nau Snes ek <4 88 SUD DENCAES ASAE RAS Kew eR Se 271,326 69 
a RE Cee ee eee ete Teer ere Re ree ee ee : 28,289 31 
EN Seed RNR AA RA REA do PORERE SEEN 64 DEAR ROR O KEE OR HS 184,737 06 
nn Or IU Noo da os oss Ka eweeles se secwdederwcs re 20,000 00 
a eee 20,041 87 
aA GI NENG A REDS OA HEDD Rew ATO RARw ORDA de des 16,714 18 
LEGG ee eA WON Nia dues ok RON 6 W'S MRED SSGSECES RAC RRS 41,065 27 
nN NINN occ e kk Gad ce abend ves unr dsceeeeece ens .. 233,157 25 
tepairs and contingencies of fortifications.............. 0.00 cece eee eens 4,155 31 
RS Saas Sea e ho css a7 4 AS OS Ode PARES RMON OSES 86,025 58 
ee ee ee ia een eae tome aes Wie i 57,400 00 
Gee ts ts FN RAK ARERR OD REM RS ROH AORRS ¥ 4 207 35 
ltt dias oA a SAMO AEDS ONG Ra eke RRReWS Ss 36,506 14 
a i rid a hice ace oa be can vk Raw iran eRe RN Rana eWaeen 107,008 67 
EE ea Oe Ess b WHAM KWHRME EK OLA DERE OREN SEOs 80,000 00 
rales ep ahee kN ROARS SEO ERES Edd bR SC RERE SHR RSD 80,940 83 
sss Ai as bake ca ANS Ho: ee ENEORE RAN EE 44,134 60 
ete oe pe IE eee tee er ee eee 40,366 76 
ee Ene YRS Caen tis pO RG KEES CARI RREM ERE 400 00 
Soest wc Motes cosBagdeste og Mn ONO Oe EE CE OE LOE TTT ee 5,000 00 
UID SOR RU TIN nos 6 6 isk sess k's sa ween se eessrecoas 100 00 
ee esas ano o's #8 aE E ASSN OS ONE EWR Res 5,712 00 
se ee ahi as a WSs SHOP RDR EKER ERK SO ROSS 10,371 37 
Mmroving (PNA BA TEGMNINBINDT FIVOTE.. 5 5.5 5 os oc sc cs cescssceressevess 3,722 59 
Cr, GE PIED WINE COINS ov non skis csc bck ke se dasiane sous seeees 38,780 21 
Relief of officers, &c., of Seminole campaign.............cecescceesess 2,601 61 
ee OI WUE BUN oo sig eck con eclecNas ew Ain vaeeeasoadbaswe 9,066 40 
Ns NRE NG Sd Cow Shc n Wed oe 04 AREA CERN GES KE RNAS ARE SOS 32,304 47 
en a IN ie eka ne SANS wS DOLE DERG EO RR OW 13,450 63 
OY Sha teh Ges v5. 6 CRN RANG S Kao saab eKede ess 5,275 22 
IN eerie ara ge ork iach SG Ya Wee KGa aie en ns 261,432 60 
RR at ER lea a ra cb w Wi RoR ney s<dbewn ee 4need 17,480 72 
Preservation of islands in Boston harbor................-02ceceeeeeees 10,907 29 
ey Wied Gaiiay Th TA... oo. 5 os oc nse acdsee a daneeseveses 133,724 91 
A re a ae 2,479 88 
Peete ee UT Naik 6 en do bss GN Senne nes deeu eno weve 610 00 
IE WU I TIE 5 skis oo 0 hire edie eedawaws vane news’ 8,000 00 
Interest due to the State of ne a ae ae a 178,480 11 
reyment of clans for property lost, Hc... .........6.6.eccceeccwsecee 40 00 
ne i oe 15 «Cd KSA KH ASASETEOLC ANSE RR ESA 62 20 
Continuation of tie Cumberland road...............ccccccccccssaccecs 13,850 00 
Me TI I IN noc os bb cb dee babesesosasvaecsea¥eeuenae 5,255 00 
mond trom Cape Gabie to SaWOnney .... 6 occ cc ci cece eeovasceseeeeess 2,072 15 
Road from Detroit to Chicago...... Mian eee et behead dueeaWeawta tenes 3,000 00 
Road from ee EE ee 1,880 00 
Road from St. Augustine to Pensacola...............0.ccccecscceceees 809 50 
—ripags ce te, Te 6,000 00 
Road from Missouri to New Mexico............0.00cceceeceeeeecenee 15,000 00 
Mune GE GUNUEY INOIVIGURES,.. 6. ices cow ea ee ewe vetaces 140,144 63 
Revolutionary Ne ete Scel sah vntx 5 45d bn eS ESE MORK REE RSs 1,307,251 12 





Bice 4,297,670 








254 FINANCE. [No. 739, 
Brought forward........... - $4,297,670 64 $2,098,525 16 

Compensation to citizens of POORER 5 oie Sos eae eos ce ue sinen ade nas 23,000 00 

Claims against the Osages........ 6662 c cece eee ee ee eee eens 2,748 00 

SAIL DROP ECO ETE CCRT ELC CLR EE TRUCE TA 16,972 50 

Treaty with Choctaws..........- eee e renee tence eee eee e eee eee 3,748 72 

Expenses of Choctaw treaty. .....-. 666s e eee e eee eee eee ee eee eee 9,723 44 

Treaty with the Sioux, Chippewas, &C........6 6.6 eee eee eee ee ee eens 6,400 00 

Treaty with the Florida NU RTNU RAS as as ei Sh cs eG we Widksers es 36,425 57 

Military escort to “lewis, CAC Ga Ses ane ee ne nes near Or ee ree 500 00 

Treaties with the Indians beyond the Mississippi................-.0004- 3,216 21 

Treaty with the Creeks. ............ccccccsccesesscescccececcesceces 225,853 12 

EE Ce Pee ree re ee ee re 11,215 91 

ENON 6 5.55 5 6 SAS e aes Neeser uted eee wadnswr cess ees 26,254 12 

Pay of Sub-agents..... EOS OTe eee rat ee ere re eee ere ee Tet eee 12,104 15 

OE I ALE EEE TEE EE TT Tee eee ee Te eee re 16,963 18 

Contingencies of Indian Department. ................-. fe ieeWawenes 82,006 85 

Rr Sid ak oui ia daw he Red A SWE OE Ns PRA eS 201,278 98 





4,967,081 39 


From which deduct the following repayments: 
$14,500 00 


abe vos pees ATT ECO aa EEERSS Ss HEMEL ORE AN wees 
en eh EEE ETE T EEE E TEE CEE 70,351 70 
ESE POLES eee ere Tee eT Peet eee ee Te 205 37 
MORAY TOINED, 5. oki so wi sids wc swine se see's eee 226 09 
Pe PURE Ob PU idbke ese awnnsiaswesecaase aes 487 64 

—_-—— 85,770 80 

NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT. 

Pay of the Navy afloat........ Re es ate maice epleeated LikesKh sees oanhenws 511,913 27 
ee Sen aie eS MORENO oii kiss ocd sche eeend ees censeenes aes 219,801 93 
3 eee TE ee eee ee ere ee ee eee 274,487 98 
I coc kde es cans PEER RL GGA SARS Ahad OSs ERRORS 36,583 73 
ements GE WemOOM.. ............... PRK e sad Cae ae ene ews eeER KE ROKER 249,720 71 
Re ee, OR WUT WEEEOIE. 5 6 o.c eocecicdne recess ceasevedscsses 21,064 58 
Navy yard, Portsmouth........... [cee eeee AARC REDS SE 4RSE ES Oe 1,145 08 
gs. ee ere Weeeererey TT eee err ee 25,314 03 
Navy yard, Philadelphia................ (eCheKeMs se bande ESSA kaw 7,509 04 
NEE ee ir ee er ee ee eee 8,809 29 
IE ee re ee 12,398 44 
ETT Ce TeR TEER CTT TE COTTE Pee TELE T ee 14,111 90 
a Se ee 311 98 
ce da eS cn 45,108 14 
Contingent expenses not enumerated, 1824 ................ 0. e eee eee 1,767 21 
oy oie ao GLA hie aia Was big Sees Sow eRe wk Ke 192,632 94 
Contingent expenses not enumerated, 1825..............cc cece cee ecees 713 74 
Gradual increase of the Navy...... ewe pous (oP REPL HES Kee Rae 244,409 02 
Encimed planc, docks, &c........ 2.220050. bititohs: bu beaeuesatny eke hae 3,716 50 
ccc h Ck ee Ri ia bk eke REESE OREN OVE RSs ee eee re re 2,674 T4 
EE Oe Lee ee ee eee eT eee re . 8,374 90 
rr es eidbks kw she CE KES EER CERO ORR eS 8,838 85 
Survey of the coast of Florida................. Tee ee eer er ere rT 73 61 
ee te ReReONON MINE Tb, MURTY Gs cscs ccdces saws. cescivessscces cuss 1,894 28 
Captors of Algerine vessels........... MERA Keen eee eh ee Rae ok ee 161 53 
Reus OF SUNETY INGIVIAURIS....... 20. 00sec esceses C6 EP eis: dine ce 12,917 00 
Building ten sloops-of-war. .....0.....20ee00- put teceewd see aeeea ees 78,594 22 
Pay ann sabemence OF Marine Corps... ...... sn ccecce ccssescssessees 118,492 74 
ere (eekw esas SOSSEY 19,382 76 
cote, liegt val ga «eT ee EEE peeve cewentes 1,266 49 
en Oe ON NE MINDS isa os shaw onan dae sa ewlesiels eames seas 1,313 78 
i eS OG eG i adhe Kok ak Shee es dev K eda eS 5,668 58 
Contingent expenses of Marine Corps....................-. jab ncxwe nee 7,731 93 
PUUREEOR OF OCOMTIDIORE GEDONBCE,. .. w.6 ooo cae i ei eek dk cee ceesnnen 4,685 78 


2,143,588 70 
From which deduct the following repayments: 


PGnenne Mid OPENONOO BIOTES. ......... 6... cece ec ccessesss $7,524 26 
otitis UE ee ee en en 1,502 97 
BUPETIMIPNMCNIS, BEUMMOCTH, BC. 5... nic ccc ee eee ccceveveess 4,883 72 
aeRO NUE OND MUN iii issu; opie sic'e-0 4 cen dew wwe wtal 2,490 32 
Tools burnt at the navy yard, Washington.................. 31 06 

—— 16,4382 33 





a RT 8 Sd oo aig KA Ad bd Ke A oe we gw OR 3,347,923 92 
Redemption of T per cent. stock of 1815— 
NE nia. fig x 5s a OR bye SEAM NRG RN $2,113 92 
NOU eG Gib ok vhs begs ek doe ack Gama he ox 11 68 





2,125 60 


Carried forward , . ......4... se eeeess 3,000,049 52 


4,890,310 59 


9.127,156 31 


W115 


? 


992 12 








RS RRR RRR 











one: + 
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Brought forward............ $3,350,049 52 $9,115,992 12 
Redemption of exchanged 6 per cent. stock of 1812...............00006- 56,539 30 
Redemption of 6 per cont. stock of 1613. ..... 0... ccc cect nceceneccces 6,187,006 84 
Reimbursctient GF Missiesinpt Gt0Ck. ... o.oo cece tne eccenscees 1,524 02 
Principal and interest of Treasury notes. .............cccccsccccsscess 493 29 
Redemption of Treasury note 6 per cent. stock.............. 0c cece ee eee 1,479,374 82 


11,074,987 79 





20,190,979 91 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury Department, Legister’s Office, December 8, 1825. 





No. 1. 


Statement of the debt of the United States, October 1, 1824. 





ORME a yas sid dW Skee Rea eawe wos $13,296,231 45 
Rechangod aix per cent. stock of 181%. ... .... ccc cece cccceeceseeces 2,668,974 99 
$15,965,206 44 
ee Ge kh ob cae Kade ob Aad beads cto eweReeN ESOS. 6,187,006 84 
ie per Cont, ween GF TRIG, (1G millions)... .... 6. sce ncccsecncesacs 15,497,818 63 
frm per CONE, RUGCN OF POTS, (Th MHIINIONS)..... 2.0. c en ccesnecccseenes 6,812,845 44 
ee ee sila oo CNSR Eee eR Eada h essen ees aeae seed 13,096,542 90 
Ge OE EO BN ike c sc swakeces vias acaeseseeanbavecn’ 9,490,099 10 
TUE OUD MAE BET COM, BIGOE ng nok kc ccc ces cerecwaecaes 1,479,374 82 
TROUUNEY MOUS BOVE POT CORE, BUDGE og. wc oc ccc cvencccceeseccvescees 4,477,026 17 
Five per cent. stock, subscription to the Bank of the United States ..... 7,000,000 00 
Os hae nh ssede caw surseeedeenmdswcee na 999,999 13 
SO ee SE NT OI sis uWe nd eeysccucsdecwatesessboweeeen’s 4,735,296 30 
ete, nipalleecintetl sate th Se Se in 56,704 17 
Four and a half per cent. stock, (Florida loan).................22e0ee 5,000,000 00 





74,832,714 10 





90,797,920 54 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury Department, Register’s Office, December 8, 1825. 


Nore.—The amount of the debt due on the Ist October, 1824, as per statement No. 3, 

which accompanied the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, of the 31st December, 

I ee eas tae 5 ke RA US NER ERAAE WAR RRREKO DEES ORR OE OW HS $90,697,071 54 
Add this sum, ascertained to have been issued on account of the loan of 

$25,000,000, per aet of the 24th March, 1814, more than the sum which 

has heretofore been stated as the amount of the said loan, and for which 

the Commissioners of Loans have not made such returns as to enable 

the Pisnt Auditor to Teport TeTOOM ... on 2. oes cescssescccnceveveesces $95,105 27 
Also, for a variation in the amounts of Treasury note six per cent. and seven 

per cent. stocks, issued prior to the forming the said statement, but 


subsequently entered on the Treasury books. ...........ccee eee eee 5,743 73 
ee 100,849 00 





I SNe ae St na he hah Nee Ee kd aah eeu ee Wwe OS 90,797,920 54 











Statement of the debt of the United States, January 1, 1825. 





Three per cent. stock........ aaa eee as Laelia la he a lacdl tad lca kh tei $13,296,231 45 
Exchenged eix per cont, stock of 1819 ...........05ccccewcccceeesces 56,539 30 
$13,352,770 75 
pik per cent. stock of 1812, (16 millions)... ..............c0ceeeeeess 6,187,006 84 
Sak per cent, stock of B15, (7) millions)... .............02eccecesees 12,403,051 66 
er I I I aca csc ees pene cdaenceuavaseesessaedancs 5,452,884 46 
ne UI OI isis sii cbse s cd andadecdecdedsctaeceeens 13,096,542 90 
en NE NIN Ig ii Cana bos sae odes VES Da Ose eu Sede ES 9,490,099 10 
er rer 1,479,374 82 
Treasury Se NN sini vo veces sedi wneasdevavccsive 2,113 92 
Five per cent. stock, subscription to the Bank of the United States..... 7,000,000 00 
PONG HOP WON, WHRU OE BUDD. coco ncs cc csc cee ce eniseesceseveds dit 999,999 13 





Carried forward............ 56,111,072 83 13,352,770 75 











256 FINANCE. 
Brought forward............ $56,111,072 83 $13,352,770 75 
Pe ONE ODER OF DOGN oi. snc xy sci cine snes succes sc baeseeseeenes's 4,735,296 30 
Exchanged five per cent. of 1822............2.ssceesecccscosccscees 56,704 77 
Four and a half per cent. stock, per act of the 26th of May, 1824, Florida , 
eek fae ce hyn ks Aka bP AORN PN SRE RS SERRE ETERS ERE HE 5,000,000 900 
y 4,454,727 95 


Exchanged four and a half per cent. stock, per act of the 26th May, 1824. . 


Treasury Department, Regisler’s Office, December 8, 1825. 





No. 3. 





JOSEPH NOURSE, Register, 


Statement of the debt of the United States, October 1, 1825. 


Three per cent. stock 
Six per cent. stock of 1813, (loan of 16 millions)................00045 
Six per cent. stock of 1813, (loan of 7} millions)...................4. 
Bix per cont. stock of 1814 ..........ccccssscccccccscscccececcenecs 
a eg | errr eT eer err err Tere eee Tee eT eee eee 
Five per cent. stock, subscription to the Bank of the United States ..... 
ee NO TD i. odbc ab Sino. che bke hes asco b bases oes oe eee 
Five per cent. stock of 1821 
a) rs 
Four and a half per cent. stock, per act 24th May, 1824, (Florida loan).. 
Exchanged four and a half per cent. stock, per act of May 26,1824...... 
Funded four and a half per cent. stock, per act of May 26, 1824........ 


oereeeesr eee eee ee eres eseeeesseeseeeeeeseees 


Amount of the debt on the Ist of October, 1824, per foregoing statement No. 1 


ec eoe eer eee see eerereereeeseeseeereeseeeeeeeeseeseeeeeeeeeeeeesee ee seee 


*$12 492.051 66 


5,433,884 
13,096,542 
9,490,099 10 
7,000,000 00 

999,999 13 
4,735,296 30 

56,704 77 
5,000,000 
4,454,727 95 
5,000,000 00 





Add exchanged four and a half per cent. stock, issued under the act of the 26th May, 


G24, in lien of six per cent. stocks of ISIS. ..........ccececescess 


Deduct stock paid off in the fourth quarter of 1824, viz: seven per cent. 


EE ree re ee eee eer eT Tee Te Te he re eee 
And exchanged six per cent. stock of 1812 ...... ccccccccccscccssoees 
And six per cent. stocks of 1813, surrendered for ex- 

changed four and a half per cent. stock, viz: of the 

ee Se ON MURINE ig yh once dass ok katen, shies - $3,094,766 97 
And six per cent. stocks of 1813, surrendered for ex- 


changed four and a half per cent. stock, viz: of the 


loan of seven and a half millions................. 1,359,960 98 





Amount of the debt on the 1st of January, 1825, per statement No. 2.... 


Add loan at 43 per cent. per annum, per act of 26th of May, 1824 


Deduct stock paid off since Ist of January, 1825, viz: 
In the first quarter of 1825, the residue of seven per cent ............. 
In the first quarter of 1825, of exchanged six per cent................ 
On the Ist of April, the whole of the Treasury note six per cent 
On the 1st of October, the whole of the Treasury note six per cent. of 1812 


Amount of the debt on the Ist of October, 1825, as above stated........ 


$4,474,912 25 
2,612,435 69 





7,087,347 94 





eee eeee 


errr eee ee seers 


$2113 92 
56,539 30 
1,479,374 82 
6,187,006 84 





eee eee eee eeee 


70,357,801 85 





83,710,572 60 








a 








67,689,306 27 
80,985,537 72 








90,797,920 54 


4,454,727 95 





95,252,648 49 


11,542,075 89 





83,710,572 60 
5,000,000 00 





88,710,572 60 


7,725,034 88 





80,985,537 72 














JOSEPH NOURSE, Register, 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, December 8, 1825. 


* Six per cent. of 1813, (16-million loan) 
* Six per cent. of 1813, (7}-million loan) 


Deduct amount subscribed under the act of 3d March, 1825, and for which four and a 


half per cent. stock is to be issued on the 1st January, 1826 


Leaves the amount of six per cents of 1813, reimbursable in 1826....... 


ebeeeeoeaenpeeeceaunreeaesseene eos Cees 


eee eee eee eens 


ose ee eee wwese 


$12,422,051 66 


5,433,884 46 


17,855,936 12 


1,585,138 88 





16,270,797 24 


——_$————$—— 
——$<$<—— 
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No. 4. 


Estimated amount of Treasury notes outstanding on the 1st of October, 1824. 


Total amount issued, (as per No. 4 of the last report)......... Lp ceeinas sek ae ae $36,680,794 
Cancelled and reported on by the First Auditor .................206. eee Cer ee eT Tee . 936,664,194 
AE oa ee ree eres MARe es 4e> eKEH RRS 16,600 
Consisting of small Treasury notes... ... 0.6.0.2 ccseccevesccee eT ee $2,370 
Notes bearing interest ............... pA aawea ae Lied DRORAL RNAS Mane 14,230 
——___—— 16,600 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury Department, Register’s Office, December 8, 1825. 





No. 5. 


Statement of the stock issued under the act of Congress entitled “ An act supplementary to the act for the indem- 
nification of certain claimants of public lands in the Mississippi Territory,” passed the 3d of March, 1815. 











Amount of claims awarded per statement No. 5 of last report.............0. 0000005 $4,282,151 124 
Whereof there was paid in for lands, per said report..............ccecccccccccecs ‘ 2,447,535 39 
Payments at the Treasury to the 30th of September, 1824. .......... $1,820,599 20 
Payments at the Treasury from the Ist of October, 1824, to the 30th of 
ao shies i sir 5 ose WRK ESE AND RARER SSERES 6,166 36 
-_——— 1,826,765 56 


Balance outstanding October 1, 1825, consisting of certificates out- 








ae S ee hes SKA Ee ONDE AT ORES AWE RE 7,805 57 
See eee eee Tee Te eee ee 44 60} 
wa 7,850 174 
4,282,151 124 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury Department, Register’s Office, December 8, 1825. 


[Statements B and C, referred to in the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, of December 22, 1825.—See 
page 247 | 


Treasury Department, March 15, 1826. 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith statements marked B and C, referred to in the annual report 
from this Department dated the 22d of December, 1825. 
I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, your most obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 
Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


B. 


A statement exhibiting the value and quantities, respectively, of merchandise on which duties actually accrued 
during the year 1824, (consisting of the difference between articles paying duty, imported, and those 
entitled to drawback, re-exrported;) and also of the net revenue which accrued that year from duties on 
merchandise, tonnage, passports, and clearances. 


MERCHANDISE PAYING DUTIES AD VALOREM. 











$419,526, at TL per cent.......... EP PRET eee ee ee Cee eee bide hiecorentoe eal $31,464 45 
fe ee eer eee eee ee ee eee ee eee eee eee ee 154 56 
SUG BGS, Ab 12) per CONT... 6 cc cece cece eee eesseseassarecseseeserscceseee 117,483 62 
a Ee A ene ee ee ee ee ee ee 1,600,579 20 
TU, UR I a ic a 5 skh whois wesw cwicieiien le Wb ea HESNET ED OO es Coes onsen 1,295,489 20 
PR PT IN sc ihe sc cinecaenes Cadden we heee news eaeeredenness 4,256,083 75 
er ee errr eer eer re Te eT er eee eee eT eee ee ee ee 1,747,128 00 
oe Bg ee ere ee eee eee ee ee ee 576 45 
ee er ree ree eee ee eee eee ee ee 13,319 20 
Re, WE TE OIE 5 ia ok hos cb cece ew neee rer seeder sees eeceosmenasees 83,813 50 
41,559,524, at 22 per cent., average ..........ce ee eeee PEAR AEDS LRRD RR RRO OR 9,146,091 93 
eo: 











VoL. V 33 B 











258 FINANCE. [No. 732. 





ARTICLES PAYING A SPECIFIC DUTY. 





ee re ree $9,146,091 93 
1. Wines, 1,527,978 gallons, average 80.5.......6.0 0s eee ees $466,604 45 
2. Spirits, 5. (285,047 gallons, 6 . Lb, PS eT ane arn : 2,348,074 56 
Molasses, 12,871,425 gallons, - BUR braces hated ew aeata OR 643,571 25 
3. Teas, 7,107,677 pounds, re DE ca hhan oes ne wee ees 2,368,306 15 
Coffee, 20, 368,450 pounds, ij Ee Ee eres 1,018,422 50 
4. Sugar, 78,486,658 pounds, 5s ee ee ae ee ee ee 2 408,688 1] 
5. Salt, 3,092,092 bushels, ss og ee Ee ee re 618,410 40 
ee. ee ee ee ere rer re eee eee ee ee 1,829,508 70 





11,701,586 12 





20,847,678 05 
Deduct duties refunded, after deducting therefrom duties on merchandise, the particulars 











of which were not specified by the Collectors, and difference in calculation ...... 22,085 35 

20,825,642 70 
Add 23 per cent. retained on drawback... ...........6 00sec eee ee eee, $122,678 68 
Discount retained on re-exportations ...........cccceccccecccsceceecs 933 56 
Discriminating duty on French vessels............-.0ceeeeseceeesces 838 02 
Extra duty on merchandise imported in foreign vessels.............6+ 21,592 35 
Cs ons oben k Sea de seh bee eS wa Wels ess 26,844 08 
| er er rr herr eee eee 3,304 54 





176,191 23 






































Duties on merchandise................:s- Oe ee ee ee eer ee ar 21,001,883 93 
SS EY ee eee et ee ee 109,243 16 
ee oa sg ier BL pid acai Sa OA ARAN eee kw ee 17,273 
126,516 44 
Passports and clearances................ eT Tee eee T Ee ere eee ere 10,986 00 
21,139,336 37 
Deduct drawback on domestic distilled spirits exported................ 934 92 
Deduct drawback on domestic refined sugar exported............6.0005 1,038 56 
acest 1,973 48 
CERO PEGE Gs Sn RR roe SCRE. Pa en aera EA SRE eT yr y 21,137,362 89 
en in ie heer. . ee. or fo 751,932 47 
pret revenme, per Statement A... 2... asec cece se nceneesceesecenadnaseis 20,385,450 42 
Laplanatory statements and notes. 
1. WINEs. 
NN ahs is) x mss ee es, UW UI 5.5 5 has ce ek oes Hee BERR R RO $109,861 00 
Champagne, Xe... ... 4,852 Oe eee ee ee ee eee ree ee re 4,852 00 
pees ce eeeene ac. Ele panos, Bt G0 Cents... 6... 6 ices sean cies see wewenes 7,076 40 
Been, Meeorne, Wee... BOG 100 masons, Bb OO CONES... .. oo. oc dese ee eee esece ees cese 133,390 00 
De, POO, ee... TOG TOS Patlons, Ab 80 COmtBig onc s ccc seers seecssaroseveses 54,720 80 
nate, ec. mi bolties 46,606 wallons, at 30 conte... 0... .00c0s ccc scnscisesweeeseces 14,041 80 
er emer, ts GANEe.. . SOTOGS waleiiea, ab 15 CONts,. 66.5 cscs cee evawesadasewsavenns 142,662 45 
ee Chaba saws BRAN 6s Sd EER HADRON SV OE 466,604 45 
2. SPIRITS. 
Grain, Ist proof. . | ee ee ee ee ee $344,453 34 
Grain, 2d_ proof. . Peer Weenie, BS OF COME... 6 in osc cen idaes casieederw essen 40,884 75 
Grain, 3d proof... eee ee ee eerie 37,093 44 
Grain, 4th proof. . oe Oe eee ee ee eee re ee 3,113 24 
Grain, 5th proof. . nee er re ee ee , 485 40 
Other, 2d proof.. 674,129 callons, ears ticks t ew Saree MEARE OEE 256,169 02 
Other, 3d proof.. 1,179,264 gallons, at 42 cents.............. eer ee Tr eee eee 495,290 88 
Other, 4th proof. . 2, Se mE, A NOG sos cae oe ects eas ce wee eae eeNe vewe swe 1,164,140 64 
Other, 5th proof. . 11,305 gallons, at 57 cents........ en OT en rE Tee ee ee Te 6,443 85 
ee ee er ee ee ee eee ee ee ee a 2,348,074 56 
3. TEAS. 
cece fe ee O0,104 poms, Mt ED CON. 25, . ois s ses csurs errr tr ree $5,053 68 
Souchong re Ee eee NEE 1S OO INE 6. oa pean eo enc ceeieeee es, beweeus 477,031 00 
Hyson Skin..... Ne ee eee ee ee Z 497,379 68 
mysonand Young 3,023,710 pounds, at 40 conte. .......6.. 0.6. acc seceseeaseeeceee 1,209,484 00 
Hyson. 
Imperial........ en ee CRE OG OP OMNI a oh sae Seren Red ewes Ow RUE WR HS 178,686 50 


———— 








PE sy cnmnvonnsnstienne re Serer sisvasees 9807684 98 
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Brought forward.............. cocsess SQ 367,608 86 
Extra duty on teas imported from other places than China..............2 sees ee eee ee 671 29 











7,107,677 pounds, average 33.3............ PEPE VESO SARC RD ES 2,368,306 15 











4. SUGAR. 


Brown, &c., pe ee 2 |) a er ee $2,192,334 63 
White, clayed, &c., 5,408,837 pounds, at 4 cents .......... adidas uke ts tient ck ellen Scawes 216,353 48 











78,486,658 pounds, average 3.07........... ROE ee rer eT T 2,408,688 11 
5. SALT. 
Inaported, Dashele. 26... 60655 see ccas ee ee RUE, WE De COMIN 5 ose n cccadiens ivus $845,568 20 


Exported, bushels............. 61,435 
Bounties and allowances reduced 
into bushels, at 20 cents..... 1,074,354 


Re ciene and gutngokduseeaeas 227,157 80 


? 














5,007,002, at 20 cents... . 22.2.2... errr 618,410 40 














6. ALL OTHER ARTICLES. 























Articles. Quantity. | Rate of duty. Duties. 
Duck, Holland......seseceeseeeeeeee cece ccccccccesccsecees seececieees sinsie-aeecscioons pieces...... 369 250 $922 50 
Carpeting, Brussels......+.+eeeee POTETITETITETITT eee eee yards....... 29,312 50 14,656 00 
Venetian ..ceccceccseeees cece cree ccccccccons o cccccccccccecccece de seesd aelOeeceene 230, 054 25 57,513 50 
Other 2... cceccees sible Wuletlereielevieisicisie sieivelbie weiss Gaaese sem ecisnenes Sasieeseeee OOSccesass Til 20 142 20 
Cotton bagging........ FRR RNGESED siclaes parameters aeieeanais paicmeneeenes Gecesestameues MOcccesoce 2, 157, 337 33 80,900 13 
Vinegar....cecccees 01:08 661600141910 0:4.06:6 a sieisies'e Coccceeeees netivicne sebcevedsasesnered gallons...... 7,663 8 613 04 
Beer, ale, and porter, in bottles... secevecceeeeeeeceeees 000 be cccc cece ceccescceccesces dO. cccceee 40, 800 15 6,120 00 
in bottles......++6+ eccccccceecces obcccccocecccescccs scccccccces dO... c0e0 29, 493 20 5,898 60 
IN CASKS. .occcevccccccccvces RAsdaeseKeseDareecnseiee Wanenes wes Ginx. cece 1,606 10 160 60 
UN CHORB so cicbcccccccvccsssecses ase easeaesets skwnewt creeeebeees We cess 3, 897 15 584 55 
Oil, Olive, in casks......0+ Relmienasewat es sialorbieacsuelpie a areisreplereisicwisiela wieisielticiie we we lcis beige OGivecscacs 49,283 25 12, 320 75 
whale, and other fish......s.eeeeeee peur carearenee sritaglaie <baees waetacenven Ps errr 431 15 64 65 
CASLOF..ccccccecccccccces Saiewiow se%sine Re sale-ocncie ys bei ees wis blewh wie ewiesnesedigse ease MOsecsusce 116 40 46 40 
linseed .....e0- coccee ececccecccccees coccee coecees o tecceseccesccececcoese cece ccesdcccc cece 14, 440 25 3,610 00 
COCOA .o.eeeeeeeee eeeeeee cece eeees seeececees OTPPerrrrr errr ere eee pounds...... 898, 573 2 17,971 46 
Chocolate ...... ecccce coves sedbededwsedscccccesccsccecevece eee casecces cane cece cece OGcccseus 1,014 3 30 42 
DO. acccvecccse 2060600 ssse ceces ececee Sieletaldiog tne Bosse seemes seneee ccc cccccccccs GO. cceccee 705 4 28 20 
Sugar candy.....ececece PPUYENITITILI RTT TTT occccccecs occcOecccccee 723 12 86 76 
| LOAL. ccvcccccc ccesee secede sccccccsesccccccccccccccssescccece 606006 0000 seeee coedOcccccces 311 12 37 32 
i other refined, and JUMP. ....eeeeeeeeee cone Desdissiwessacwan case seen Sdeehaeews dO svccccees 151 10 15 10 
Almonds..e..eeeeees eee eceeeee cece seceeesccers covceecees cece ccc cccc cose cccccs eocees dO.eeesece 540, 302 3 16,209 06 
Currants...e.seeeeeeves eee cecees sesees cece cceeccecces eee eeeeeee see e cece eeeecees GO...eeeee 133,617 3 4,008 51 
Prunes and plums.......+ See dewedeleenwse esate saweserenes ae sisebiceiew sioeeseeuueiconees dO s.cs.c000 29, 503 3 885 09 
Dove seassaee Re eee Uiadaviesceetetesontsinsss delaras aNeeteen eee "i eae 153, 350 4 6,134 00 
iicccescsaes icdasme SST TOR TT GuisakasdeNinins cia cieaedie enkviiun’ geadenecccas: 548, 218 3 16,446 54 
Raisins, muscatel, &C..... cee eeeeceeccccece PPL EY Cee TR ETE ee Le TTT GOscircccs 646, 023 3 19, 380 69 
DO iscgese<s peaaeeicaew aces cam Pipv MAGN sds assure cee siosseae aan aeeacucauemaceueue OMe kecmors 931,290 4 37,251 60 
Raisins, other....... Cade sleeseeesceees papuemaesseewes awe Sabeewenindseeecese asses see JODe cia 538 1, 134,110 2 22,682 20 
OS ae Oo ce cccececcccceseccce SeWeeSOw Sinise Va 656 obo Chae eeesen eee nedeeceaees AO.scccece 972, 188 3 29,165 64 
Candles, tallow...... aiwaeureieguiees 006 00seeeee sHaeain se éacicis seneeceens ericesiase rer G0ecssicees 8,815 3 264 45 
DO veescinese aca rc ee CeO aipawonieses Soele (eee eeeuceceecets dOvacscese 13,586 5 679 30 
Cheese........ seu seeioaeel des eececsedceccee suaeapiecusea sewonisinem sess bedvecccsees MOS cccis ccs 29, 628 9 2,666 52 
MOND ccssseasmanierswecee s Sew CRN sisleNedvivig dais O50 oe eereseee su ehewaseieevewets stan elOwens cicee 184, 958 4 7,398 32 
LUALONY oe wials csis arya Zev lets wiois sa NG Hk O'3/5/8'4 Ai slo.biaiele siaiWisle sicls oo Siejoseeiél Aw Leoviniessieasowel soesdOuuca tare 671,433 1 6,714 33 
BOSSA SPO Kia saiswadeasivesmenees Wiadiaielsisineeis ba'simebovwae neces’ sevccces o cccccccees WOsesciscae 787 2 15 74 
PABST OELCK NO OIL Gs. 3 5 0 aiais/6'0)aieln\ cio bats. wialoib.bioiois orsis'e\n v aise b wiawietaia/eleisieisisies seebeues eaesOOcnssicees 17,525 3 219 45 
BUN cscksicncuwseseecws Reeaeecenenhcsmeectes Bteeas ewe cca net eae a ee (rere 2,514 5 125 70 
Saltpetre, refined.........606 eecccece ceccccece Ssevceccercecees socccccccccccccccccece dO. ceevees 61,517 3 1,845 51 
WilbeIGI OIE Ol ayscines's.s.cis'eiewielsisie dais sols sislabisie eee disse euiviawl ovine wenslwaeniew’s emastisicsecerees oehO.ceccece 46, 097 3 1,382 91 
Camphor, crude....... Ribera SSeIRG bin aeed 66 wekeaeweneebeseve SC cccccccece wocccccccecccces Bice c<cces 49,677 8 3,974 16 
Salts, Epsom............ EON rere saseieleiaielevien Sos BAAR Seo eric Wiseeeteateac OOscccceee 159, 402 4 6,376 08 
MRUDEE 55 045: 44/005 558 Seine io onnls jaewedesinaeai ahdecareewsace tare seemecetessers OO vsesicees 186 2 3 72 
Spices, Cayenne pepper. ....sececceecceecceees Seen ssiccavaoasecowvces Bec hnias oer, MOrsscadze 107 15 16 05 
PROB CR s Scriss seen beeen Siomearestis aeeneeues Siete es Sei claw vine eee aoas cis ewe see ealoaes 7 Oe 1,414 2 28 28 
MACE secosuiccioas aeeeisiuiewlam tice Uae ncaliwe ean hina ieeueuenne saneus nee lOuer ceases 7,132 100 7, 132 00 
MUON: os cisadawiaasige aelas shia ea wisiorasaisiciowoiedesdsinoalesawionne cess Se aces ROO scecewes 39, 426 60 23,655 60 
CIOVES.....0 000. aaeewarcend aed eiale vols ave ereisiciass os a leseaoiale oleae ale ae eliooe enw eatedOusesieces 8,720 25 2,180 00 
pepper, black ....cccccccccccce a Wareigicieis AO en eT ee saebaise sieeve eetUUueue sens 1,473, 402 8 117,872 16 
pimento...... Sewsieweleaes Rievaaleelenue aaatityeies Siero gldatoirals ee eiaieieearneek MMO CORR 1,094, 851 6 65,691 06 
CHBSIR aca secee secon RSeieis e sigraiaisleersiclals oicrames cuneate AOA OC OTE wsdsieies GOsses ee 279, 160 6 16,749 60 
Tobacco, manufactured, &C......eceeeeceececceceececees ASCO COME CO EIC™ avatiecesenee Aiecicecss 639 10 63 90 
CRN eSEL na akegNUWE VA eR eaeeswuneGn NUhAeerevNNsUiAS eA teeeaesedews ceccceeedOcecceeee 5,212 12 625 44 
ieee eee ° : a 378, 322 15 56,748 30 
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENTS AND NOTES 


Continued. 








Articles. Quantity. 








Cotton... ...ccccsecccceces paaenebeeee Leh saben s obeee en nun eee ashes seas isesea seen san OUN essen st 517,681 
Gunpowder, ......eeceeeccceseeeeeeees 000s ceseccccescccorcscoces Sd60GRSbwee ee oases sehen a eset 49, 035 
DIMAM ss canneadowsrn svacddiaboen sis seeeee pesniceieke es busin Salphes east anes obsnwese tl Onesnneent 176,513 
Glue... ccecccscccccesccccece Sata EP AER EST 48, 359 
Paints, OCHre, Ary... . ccc cee ee eee ee ence eee eesee cere eesecneeeseneeeeeneees eee neeeeees GO.cceccce| 501,576 
IM Oil, ccoccccccccecccscosccseccs cece ccccccccessccccee eceee cece cece ee sedOeeeeceee| 17, 650 
white and red lead...... ohn sbn0 bs00ss ssisceseeee Saupe sOasaeueeebevavnnwssedereeOssenmans! 2, 194, 603 

DOL Eecck eheenaancreseobrcsnssbaueshbssuesensnsanse speRaenenawsbeons lO swsae ss a 1,509,045 

aay oer ccLe sera shee cnica sea beens eneoeusssues pcan eeeonwabiansdeveaseeedlOsversnas | 290, 022 


Sicee ieery Stet, HNN GEE oc ch sass .snnec sans -shsaeewnenbrssisusssecienecincenesesscnssd0sssse0es] 1,137,809 


Rca cusseesieeseseacesbbuccaecdasocabsa den ees bbe Sans Reuses ees sosneuserNOsunsnneks 1, 330, 622 

Mh obs0s2sneevessne Sons ShbibbSssbobsh bbdheebbeeesoeunereebsesoeanueds dees entOansanens! 286, 596 
| 

DDE OLLLE CURE sa eaie eeeSE babs EA She eSe Sus Gash ess bondusadasenussoueaane BOssusuesel 79,007 


BCR ROIICD essen as<ansscsaoe's Pebiseee Gees uheaknb shuns sone sasasuneos snbioeieWase nem Osweawuas! 68, 140 


onde) CRITE. 00sccccwsesecce. SoRheaSEha SSSees bOSsES Sas. Ooas sis seams ee Reeban ep oUseesseea} 447,544 
UNtATLEM....cccccccccccseccccescccsss secccceccs oeeceesccccceccces eseen Ceci avesl 1,046 

28, 335 
Twine, packthread, &c....... Ss ase chicken Chabcesuaatseermbviseniec 34,499 
OSS Sa ey ere eee Sees ee ERRO eee eRe s Tew aumOnoebanent 200, 188 


| 

PUR SPEC SEC RSCEC ROLE cea mice eb ai Mena MEes SSSR SEAS RRe men” oes eihennnhitae eile 44, 067 
| 
| 


Disa bbibeh bones senses esbnub esses ees eenu se pbscbovkhaeSneeepaee res eenbe stl sshsnnme 





Copper, rods, and bolts...........0+- Papebpebeakeeb es ebenueessase ee pe rbRaehapne meg eeelOskcneecse 3,015 


nails and spikes ...... eecnkeees==e > ee 0eseescccee ce ses seesaw 045 000s sasesnesOvessiwensl 311 
Tron, muskets....sccccccscccccececees eee ec cccccececcccccessccsccs cece scccccccccs oMUMMET.. 0600} 2,499 
| 9 


SREB 5s >inwsetewee savenss bse 061000 00000000 see weccceccccccccces seceee cece eee edOseee cece! 2 
wire, not above No. Miscrscuinmesnahbs dbubneaedipcensanarecekipcaennaray eRacaassl 449,318 
SUDUE MUSES cexnewakhsSaveeeeses s ones eeuebasinsss6h sein es GeebesaessinosstlOonscseess] 279,193 


tacks, brads, &c., not above 16 ounces.........0.eeeeeee ee es a.) Cee, 31, 462 


and sprigs, Above 16 OUNCES, 2... 0000020000 cccccscccesccecceccccscedOcscceses| 3,659 


TIDUS. «00.00 000000 000000000000 00eeecceeccceccecececsccccccscseccesccessces cess POUNdS,..... 247,121 
MM rt CoE SC RAUS RS eb Eo ReRAR REE SEMRUSES EKER ECM ewe bansaewoon een eeas auee eObawesuer | 157,677 
MUR concakussecnceeeen SU ERNERSeRebSibben eb ekbnnon es peatas Genius Gnseneeaeaea is secdeew 33, 282 
DECRG GEL sina sbaeba is abus wes ebs Meese Sab ameoes BT ae hr. EA 31,379 
chain cables........... Saves Sobek bobbinawasesoates SapaEs MBean anaReseaanosasasceDesse sees 271,268 
PRES ISS ibis seesncaspsehobiehsmink abcess oases sbanscseescansetaknnas es EbOhs. sis. 1,274 
ANCHOMS. ..00 ccccccccceces 5108/88 Vic's 600 5h 009018666 05001000 0's4 00sec sees cooeeseepounds......| 107, 458 
REPL CCcc Seb eee Gene enneesssuseh oss ses ables eebanesocssas ee ee a 211,753 
NAS WEE MEPOREN 525155 oun a bien Ge ube Onis Se bau nk Saksie ao sere SOR se Ue Case eeene OD ea nical 25,625 
PERUNPS OP OMIS) oc osassnccsasetesaseesseces peabetintans pesubeabisaceeneraecshUOseipnbea| 428, 369 

DME cnbphs babs bsrbbvbseceshiswischcvbaisepe ee ae 404, 859 
Sn MPLA MOMS CL Eb eebcawch eh hoab snehasoos case exwsewe saws cccewsce ca MlOncss woke | 10,124 


9,629 
| 1,652,216 

10,639 
12,620 


BOM EE EUR ssn ota anee nnsndnbseussehscaeecoseeabaeen ae 


SERRE MOND) BC aon oss occ 00se-cn'ese oe 


$end énSeteseneee 95555600 ds 25en esos enese@oseneces 


sheet and hoop...... poasbeeeekeeeshh sees 


inesbnsebess ana ips sn othe tenses poses evUssesccent 


78, 830 
219 

55 
7,806 
1,410 
418 
398, 342 
422, 461 


DER veces sb ekesvsasnsiseeces ace o cece cccecccccccccccece so ccccccceccccecscesevees edOvees cece] 12, 588 
a eibidap ns ahscsvncekphisskcetesibalacapacas (ibash verse iasauebbene saves! St, 287 
hammered........ Bas Se VER EaE Ri Tiler carts ccdasineU eas cidsatebsnccis uae tieacessic’ 37,979 
hammered .......... pee abS Sen eMRod Sb beisnenwsion ness ees whee sesheuseaees est Desss coos 356, 250 
PELs sw we bssbsesness esse senses pee SheEPSin Gb seuemessonbwekbawesesaphneesureaseaueedOseeseuct 19, 851 
| 
| 
| 


DOseeu Ee seneShne poseable beunnpeocG cuba sucisccace kesh oesesunseesusowesncoonseeosteOiiecsxts 
RORDEIBB once no shes hoesen sess ©.01090)0 9101519010 00.60 01010000 60100.0.0:00:6000 60000000006000008200ecccceee 
Pv ceelebepbsbnekebbbeseecke ses acpeso shes baeeeueeesss shade noses s abenieu mens eyaetlOsuesense 
EROS EICR Us bbsbs anes nn sven anes ahesiabup esse asus sees0aa assesses eulesicnseen accel OaeosGses 
[UE Redbapbh beck seesokeessSkukn-osbsopenbohsdasd sede pyesaeeaee MT eT ee 


See RELELECAU ESN BESS apEbekobGhaeesuboeersh bubkbS bos nn ses chan Soak eebowsssauue necetlOosaveeeet 


Mp pseeheseheeess >= paeabeRbeb whee ters shabcbbabens bs5hl00s00s Gabe bbe sanieeh ones sorstOseeboess 21 
PERLE CECE Sen ehacaeas sauces bine opens cee bhss duab oheoesbes4s5s0anesapenweSsnseecPDiaweeecs 7,223 


PACT, TOLD BN GUAMOPOSt s « 0:00 0050001500006b000es ooesee 050654000000 0660seeeeeeecePOUNGBesccee 
Ci NE OP cs gill e oe Loe cobb abacpesaie ohb enbossdeensscaseuuns EO sksuuees 109, 863 
eee EMME ENC ened ican cteubbsessek ness oucnseWsawenueSworieeke es sce ehOsasecner 
SRUORTUNAINT, ANIONS 5 BUC; cisinsie Sens sess ncsecwsewss Si puseel Cees be Shiaeoh been aeneeeOOsuebesee 34,778 
all other........ SREpRSSE LE SAR abe Es aesooReacnaS oculesih weubenbuewcethawabaxeelOrtenicnoed 9, 201 

OOKN, CHIMRON PEC VIOUS £0 19TD iso osce 020 050d5s000d00es5sce0e peieweas PT TEE ek is OES 1,607 
printed in other languages than English, except Latin and Greek. ........00000+dOsseeeeee 37, 186 
REMI GU RPK PNR. 5 5055 - ssarswnacsincbackcbausve Sosesowsusaweebsesacee DOUNOSiwsces 2,441 

SB MMRIOH punch cacasssboseubcsnsecseccnss sibeeeeunreeasaewswetl Ooo sesees 1,560 
BU OMEr, DOWN oo 0.05.00:00100 0.05000 600040600006 000000:4000 05009006 000000 00000000Oress cone 6,968 
SONNE Conn ccnp ays va ceueiben en ck exe i aeons Subhas eben eecause users Osnsieass 19,580 

Sane, RE ed NOL NEOESING, 5. oo chou paiep bh oo osnsbescwec sd sdieesecsGawseuseeescseerlOnene eens 18,149 
PE EMIOE su ude eesnebaee been seis obeeos esses 50 sso0bsos 509080 eee seecseelOveceecee 382, 497 
apothecaries’ phials, not above 4 OUNCES. ....0.scccccceccsecccccc cesses ceces oPTOSSiee cece 2,602 

RO UONE Se UNORRS oS 06s <u vse w see sees beusnes=se denen cll svasiees= 287 

On, RU OWE BRONTE a cpu ics see aa wkavinees0s0sbaesebsaowmscbwibaascees vee eOvees enon 4,637 
ROPE Pe NIIE ob nb becheb bssuscuspansneessccnsesbaveswusucessesawertOeeseases 228 
ee SNRE Unccy ops sGaboee? bubeeneeescedbas’povewn esses cab ens eelOeaeeeees 35 











Rate of duty. 


vo 


1k 
3 


ws 


C= — DW 
i Be 


tw 
gr os} 
ow ft W& 


roa] 
—) 


150 


90 
100 
175 


150 


. 100 
200 
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125 
144 
200 
250 
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Duties. 


$15,530 43 
3,922 80 
5,295 39 
2,417 95 
5,015 76 

264 75 
65,838 09 
60,361 80 

2,900 2: 
11,378 09 
26,612 64 
5,731 92 
2,765 25 
2,725 60 
17,901 76 
41 84 
1,416 75 
1,379 96 
10,009 40 
5,288 04 
120 60 

12 44 
3,748 50 
3 00 
22,465 90 
25, 122 51 
1,573 10 
182 95 

9, 884 84 
7,883 85 
998 46 
1,255 16 
8,138 04 
1,274 00 
2,025 20 
4,235 06 
640 62 
6,425 52 
4,048 59 

303 72 

288 87 
49,566 48 

7,979 25 
31,550 00 
6, 294 00 
87.430 50 
28, 484 25 
320,625 00 
19,851 00 

137, 952 50 

328 50 

110 00 

7,806 00 
2,820 00 

209 00 
19,917 10 
25, 347 66 

142 50 

210 

722 30 
1,442 00 
18,676 71 
115 85 
1,043 34 
1,390 15 
64 28 
1,487 44 

366 15 

202 80 
2,090 40 
5,090 80 

544 47 
7,649 94 
2,602 00 

358 75 
6,677 28 
10, 752 00 

570 00 

105 00 


7) 
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENTS AND NOTES—Continued. 





























| | 
Articles. | Quantity. | Rate of duty. | Duties. 
| | | 
eGlass, CEMijONS....+sseeeeeeeeeeeeeeceees cece ccccecccccevcccces ces onccecccces number...... | 10,630 25 | $2,657 50 
window, not above 8 by 10 inches. ...... cece eeeeeeeeeeeeeceeeeeeeee eens 100 square feet..! 119 250 | 7 50 
Pca stseceslOadsccdincass, cosdesinededeweesewccicsesncceeseseeeene dO. .c00sss 217 j 300 651 00 
NOt above 10 by 12 MCHEB...6.2..6000 vecssesccceccssccceccs ceccscccoocs €Os6 000000 416 275 | 1,144 00 
DOs cccc dered cccccccccvcccccsescscccces cccccccccccccecs socvcces GOsscesee | 222 350 | 777 00 
above 10 by 12 inches........eeeeeeeees Bei aicea eae SAARC ROR Oe, 700 | 325 2,275 00 
DO... ccceee dO. .cecccccece cece cccccc cece cveecccce cccccee weee eee sAO cece eeee| 793 | 400 3,172 00 
LNCUts AM PIWtESs SCocisssc.cicccceacswecesceenson FOROS GOBCCURI COOL OOR OEE Caceres MOsesecens | C2 400 | 484 00 
Fish, dried or smoked........+0+. wieieabtid aunt then thenencbeosniaseciadtess ser AMernsss| 1,480 | 1000 1,480 00 
salmon, pickled ..... Ginslselecavoste ais aisiseis@ eleewlssalsiesooitoses sceereessonee see ebarrels....0e.| 1,703 | 200 | 3,406 00 
mackerel, pickled .......ssseeeees cwawpeescrtenese.s punt ga Gamen amen sere Saeeeeecre do.... 00. 763 | 150 | 1,144 50 
all other, pickled..........esseceeeees SeeeecneaGasiseeececeesmeness aaeaerke ++.d0... a 632 100 632 00 
Shoes and slippers, silk...........0000. sumseneeseceae sso Reet SSoisuddanceeaeeccss a1 936 | 30 | 280 80 
Ne isi cinenacaaeuicunties Late ales geedllaitasiace 496 | 5 | 124 00 
men’s, women’s, leather........+ Desawicensisneseniseces BREET TEE dO... 0006 1,936 | 25 | 484 00 
GHIMPEM Rens ccvels swore ssicicveccs cits csiesia sie sieiawiaineisieisiels PRB ROCUCECTOCONOE veeedOe.ee cece] 193 | 15 | 28 95 
boots and DOOteeS........ceeeeeeeeeeees eccccccececccees sc cccccccees cccccccccedOccce cece | 206 | 150 309 00 
Cicccinirivcxeesien Silas abatie he adiicnsaataeshekainnnwcilisssens pendcnachicccden} 10,456 | 250 | 26,140 00 
Playing cards...... siseeees peinevenseesiedesccsucess Eeenisecoss pasatsedonmanecter es sees PACKerecesss| 6,630 | 30 | 1,989 00 
| | 1,879,287 21 
Deduct exportations over importations, viz : | | 
Duck, Russia, 2,602 pieces, at $2.... sesceeseceeeee cic AR tintin Soot tony hana teeres . $5,204 00 | | | 
Ravens, 7,456 pieces, at $1 25....... mieraleielete dicie sieieie ceieiei se sieiisveroiein/elmasesie(nes 9, 320 00 | 
Sheeting, brown, 12,375 pieces, at $1 G0........ cee cece cece ceccecen cues eceeeesens 19,799 60 | | 
Wilites 140 MIC CERSALIEO D0 s..cocccnccsucsece veces des eudecseseceecnae or 425 00 | 
Candles, wax, 2,270 pounds, at 6 Cents..... cccccccccccccccsecccccccccccccccccccs 136 20 | \ 
Soap, 145,121 pounds, at 3 cents......sceeeeeeees Seren eee tin cehnlys Viccws <ebes | | 
Cinnamon, 6,165 pounds, at 25 Cents.........cceeeeeeeeeees Sian bes ciclaaiseeelsie wees ° 1,541 25 | | 
Cordage, tarred, and cables, 299,961 pounds, at 3 cents....... Pewsenweswecweas cocece 8,998 83 
| 49,778 51 
Carried to statement B.......sceeecceese cece oveccccoee Coccccccccccccccocccce Seemuseesiadeldawnssoveeeses wane ines ae 1,829,508 70 
Sperm candles, imported, 111 pounds, at 8 CentS......ccsecccccscccecccecccccccccececcccescccesslececce ales Watedsldecncceeess veal 8 88 
CXPOFted o.c00cccccesAOcccccccccsee CORSO pos ees eens eccccccee weaeee GRocieiiee doce wasn waver aiedesihesidleneceadceecseee 8 88 
C. 


A statement exhibiting the amount of American and foreign tonnage employed in the foreign trade of the 
United States during the year ending on the 31st day of December, 1824. 


American tonnage in foreign trade........ EO eT ee OS eee eee Pe bSSpkbsedesedniceek “Se 
Foreign tonnage in foreign trade ..... Epa DUPE EE Reh oas heehee eke weed oe canwecee 90,666 
Total tonnage employed in the foreign trade of the United States................. 936,424 


Proportion of foreign tonnage to the whole amount of tonnage employed in the foreign trade of the United 
States, 9.6 to 100. 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury Department, Register’s Office, March 8, 1826. 
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DESCRIPTION OF AND DUTY ON IMPORTED WINES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 3, 1826. 


Treasury Department, December 30, 1825. 


Sm: In obedience to a resolution of the Senate of the 27th instant, directing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to cause to be laid before the Senate a statement showing the aggregate quantity of each 
description of wines which have been annually imported into the United States since the year 1800, and 
the rates of duty that have been payable on them respectively, I have the honor to transmit herewith a 
letter from the Register of the Treasury, accompanied by a statement, which presents the information 
called for. 

I have the honor to remain, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 

The Preswent of the Senate. 
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Treasury Department, Register’s Office, December 29, 1825. 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith a statement showing the aggregate quantity of each 
description of wines which have been annually imported into the United States since the year 1800, and 
the rates of duty that have been payable on them respectively. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


Hon. Ricnarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 








Statement showing the aggregate quantity of each description of wines that have been annually imported into the 
United States since the year 1800, and the rates of duty that have been payable on them respectively. 





| 


| 

| Malmsey, Madeira, and 
| London Particular Ma- | 
| 

| 





All other Madeira. | Burgundy, Champagne, | Sherry and St. Luear, 
|  Rhenish, and Tokay. 

























































































Waar, deira. | | 
aaa ea i ae Le do ae) eos, “dibucwaeen ah : 
Rate of duty.| Gallons. ‘ques of duty.| | Gallons. ‘Rate of duty, Gallons. aad of duty. | Gallons. 
| | | | 
IGOL. csiccic eves Parr ec cee cceatasceeae tent 58 cents.. 198, 080 | 50 cents.. 82, 182 | 45 cents.. 4,490 | 40 cents.. 50, 127 
RODD cesccececsess Seebeisw ee bannee ee ee a | 58“ 254,673 | 50 = jeseceeee beanie a: 5, 332 | 40 «6 509,644 
BBUS cssssk woes cpcnes see cashes esse wersne i ae | 348, 591 <n Popes saad a 4,056 | 40 « 523, 392 
1804. ceccccccccccccccccccccceccccescosces < ed | 268, 321 oo 160,408 | 45 *& 1,911 40 « 563, 191 
DADS escccbeseenb dec scewesbessesbenn sass | Oe | 226, 173 | ig 92, 499 | 45 « 4, 178 40 « 398, 066 
TBDG...ccccccccccecccccccccccesessscececes | pe 316,622 | po ee 48,411 | 45 « 6, 963 | 40 «& 280, 951 
SENy-cccresbheseerenceeseccesnebeno recess | 58 349,535 | 50 « 45,568 | 45 6 | 13,948 | 40 « | 315,779 
1808..... SoebeS han san> Sree snes cmapeswsey a 99,572 | 50 43,914 | 45 & 3, 230 40 «“ 329, 499 
1809. 0.2... axcbieuin ssnsieix: wuateae | 58 | 16,349 | 50 19,910 | 45 « o17 | 40 « 955,615 
RID cicenssnukesnacs bi Sbepeweuckekaceseel wee ad 271,904 | 50 « 45,360 | 45 «& 788 | 40 «& 144,234 
en ERNE ‘boli iaunh bos | 58 « 253,220 | 50 « 27,070 | 45 « 454 | 40 « 5,481 
1812.. secseccccce oeerccescceseccceses | 16 « | 143,559 | 100“ 59, 438 | 90 & 2,132 80 « 28,217 
1813..... buepbwinb anise as enesee 90s ices One: 7H 22,776 | 100 « 3,790 | 90 « 1,587 80.“ 79,391 
Pi biscicitastuss (akvnsineinnesile veee] 116 | 2,278 | 100 « | 862 | 9 « 734 | 80 « 297 
GDS. vine ences ese ciessn nse 0020050000005 jasG, ** 144,268 | 100 «“ 20,251 | 90 << 3,519 80 «se 29, 503 
1816, ...000 coceee $000 00000.0800 000000 sta = | 276,517 | 100 * 38,374 | 100 13, 926 Co «< | 283, 954 
i ccneeinar ee || IR TF « Risieiarccens (1000 « 8,528 | 60 « 89, 334 
1818, ....2- pubbibhis ones 0b0e55e0ssne pees | 100 << T7001. FADO EE. [occa etnaGu cc's |; 100 «& 8, 854 | 60 « 17,346 
1819. ....000- PTT Pre seccce | 100 * | 218,869 | 100 ‘guooeniaaiaae | 100: <6 7,688 | 60 « 21,858 
BSD cru wue aus wepsense Bee ne Maas see O: EE M2508 MOO <= TI cceesewcan eee 1100 « 5,571 | 69 << 3,006 
1821. 0c. cccccceces ibs she bhes -heeseenee 1100 « | 120, 499 /100 « Seseens «soos 100 «| 3,931 | 60 « 23,294 
Bee eocwceeecsercheces echsaasnense esses / 100 MG sg52) (M0060 Nios esesueeana /100 «| 5,588 | 60 « 39, 736 
BERS so vacecsbicswnes Ebi Gece bere eheeeles 100 « | RSSh0G7 OO ES Tc ccasenee | 100. « 8, 165 | 60 « 30,639 
1824. ....06 Suebne Si vewosbaesesesacewescce | 100 68,772 | 100 $ = |..scccoeee sencl aug ss 2,576 60 «6 13,004 
| 
STATEMENT—Continued. 
Claret and other wines not | Lisbon, Oporto, and other | Teneriffe, Fayal, Malaga, | All other, when import- 
enumerated, when im- | Portugal wines. St. George, and other ed otherwise than in 
Years. ported in bottles or cases. | Western Island wines. bottles or cases. 
|Rate of duty. Gallons. ‘Rate of duty. Gallons. _|Rate of duty. Gallons. \Rate ofduty.| Gallons. 
yeey : 
coun senesenereennasheensebnensh i> sana] oo Cents... 102,621 | 30 cents.. 332, 383 28 cents.. 652, 509 23 cents..| 1,296,034 
1802, ..cccccccccece open eee nen cecces eee 35 148, 393 | 30. sé 386, 497 28 «(« 492, 357 es SF 1,271,291 
1803... eeeeee SbeaepwseSe0eo en ssenne 35 sé 74,197 | 30 & 173, 792 cs 429, 438 23 «(st 934, 503 
1804, ..ccccccccccccccccccccecscccsccccees 350 173, 801 | | ae 259, 569 a8 ss 484, 353 23 sé 3,105,174 
1805. wcccccscvces ST pe wees onsianss poo 221,464 | 30 « 361,635 a3 - *s 930, 286 23 «(ss 4, 027, 479 
1806...... ier ekenon Suuoeepakepnenl; ee he 174,014 30. 380,579 a 408, 486 23 & 3, 209, 604 
LU ee caeesnee icc chkbbou sees en eebee _ = 186, 286 300s 518, 729 98 457, 982 93 Ok 3,679, 952 
1808..... sob sne on 0bev senses 200010 Suaeehesl Tees 78, 323 | 30 262, 208 ae. 465,559 23 2,020, 478 
1809. ..erceces se eccveccccccecers cevese 35 1,166 | oD yee 155, 301 eS ss 343, 254 23. «6 67,888 
1810... .cccccceesee ceeseccecsicccsesececes 35“ 5, 707 | 30.0 «Cs 162, 288 we: °F 632, 791 23. «ss 204, 105 
IBLL. ..0000 oecccccccce ccccccccccccccs sees eee e* 29,685 | 30 « 94,418 | 28 « 693, 370 23 ss 794, 811 
GIR eek eeeskee Rebee esse eeeses popes a0) 32,234 | 60 « 139,250 | 56 « 745,652 | 46 << 811, 862 
1813....+4- Sebben bebeeeeseesenence oe os ao. 6 26, 942 | 60 «“é 29,888 | 56“ 247,091 46 391, 224 
BGI, .o0cic0ssces0 000000600000 090006 000006 1 10,043 | 60 « 3,924 | 56 * 105, 098 46 « 299, 223 
1B15.....ccccese weneeercenicnessecscee 5553 Ue Gee 56,639 | 60 « 181,217 56 CS 369, 978 46 475, 485 
TBIG .csicsiccsscn see 000006000000000000.000 | UR 156, 001 | 50. 654, 608 | 40 « 1, 152, 791 2 «6 1,656, 677 
1817.. oe b.ececeeccsccce ceccccccece wo OS 86,803 | 50 <“ 194,187 | 40 & 297, 582 3 « 882, 836 
en re Ce 91,216 | 50 « 89,508 | 40 « 211,401 | 95 « 1, 436,871 
ICID occas sceenes sbbnesesuneeenen wesecees | 30 « 53, 288 | 50 « 152, 555 40 «“ 287, 842 15 6 1, 027,019 
1820, ...corcccccccccccccccsesccccsccccees oe 43, 453 | poy =e 145,695 | 40 « 271,731 15 68 1, 059, 091 
DOP. .ccccccsccvvevccccccecsces ecccccvccs 30. 99, 155 | 50.“ 300, 809 40 « 424, 956 15. 2, 242, 498 
1822. . ccs cecececereceveceeceeeees seeceees jppaws Ox 58,984 | 50. 473,902 40 446,461 | 15 « 1, 926, 793 
1823... ccccccccces Sine eesenewsese, o0scess digs 73, 880 50. 124,101 | 40 * 284,622 15 6“ 2,015, 770 
1824, .cccccsecees eeeecesececese ees covcce 30. 53, 414 | 50. 63, 606 40 «“ 87, 053 15 1,097, 132 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 





Treasury DepaRtTMENT, Register’s Office, December 29, 1825. 














MUTE 
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19rH Coneress. | No. 734. [1st Sesston. 








REMISSION OF DUTIES ON GOODS IMPORTED INTO CASTINE, IN MAINE, WHILST IN 
POSSESSION OF THE ENEMY DURING TH& WAR OF 1812~15. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 23, 1826. 


Mr. Ssirn, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the memorial of Henry Rice and others, 
made the following report: 


That the port of Castine was taken possession of by the enemy during the late war and held until 
the peace; that during that period a considerable quantity of British goods had been introduced, and 
the duties imposed by the British authorities paid thereon; that, on the restoration of that port, the 
Collector returned and exacted bonds for the usual duties on such goods, as if the same had been regu- 
larly imported into a place held by the United States; most of those bonds were paid; on one a suit was 
brought, and, whilst pending before the Supreme Court, a memorial was presented to the House of 
Representatives, and referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, who declined to act until a decision 
should be had in the court; a judgment having been obtained in favor of the defendants, the memorial 
was again presented, and the Committee of Ways and Means reported a bill in favor of the memorialists; 
the House amended the bill so as to include only those persons who were presumed to be inhabitants or 
purchasers from those who had resided at Castine whilst in possession of the enemy, and added a proviso 
to the bill, to wit: “Provided, That it shall be proved to the satisfaction of the Secretary of the Treasury 
that the claimants named in the bill were residents of Castine, or Bucksport, or purchasers from residents 
of the goods on which the duties have been imposed.” ‘The bill, thus amended, passed both Houses on 
the 11th day of April, 1820. 

The memorialists, at the next session, prayed payment for those persons who had not been included 
in that act, and continued their application until an act passed, on the 19th May, 1824, in favor of the 
persons named therein; but it so happened that the names of the present claimants were not included, 
and they now pray that similar justice may be granted to them as has been granted to all the others 
similarly situated. The committee think that the prayer of the memorialists ought to be granted. 

The committee further report, that, soon after the decision of the Supreme Court, the Secretary of the 
Treasury released all the unpaid bonds given at Castine, to the amount of $27,581 50, the bond of an 
American citizen, and $7,955 06, given by R. Hasbuck, a British subject. 

Eastport had continued in possession of the enemy until it was surrendered under the treaty of 
Ghent. Whilst possessed by the British authorities, and under the expectation of its surrender, the 
Collector requested instruction as to the following question from the Treasury Department: Question. 
“On the restoration of the island shall the Collector take possession of all merchandise of foreign growth, 
produce, and manufacture, and detain the same until the customary duties are paid, or secured to be 
paid?” The Attorney General answered in the negative. 

It appears by a document submitted, that when New Orleans was delivered to the United States 
no duties were exacted on the goods in that city at the period when it was received by the United States. 

The committee do not perceive that the residence of the importer or owner of the goods can vary the 
law in the case. The decision of the Supreme Court is, “that duties could not be legally exacted upon 
any part of these goods by the United States,” and it is presumed that those persons who voluntarily 
submitted to the authority of the custom-house officers should not be placed in a worse situation than 
others who refused to comply with the requisition of the Collector. 
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REDUCTION OF DUTY. ON DRIED FISH. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 205, 1826. 


Mr. Lioyn, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was referred the petition of certain merchants of 
Baltimore, praying that the present duty of one dollar per quintal on imported dried fish may be 
repealed, and that a duty of fifteen cents per quintal may be imposed in lieu thereof, made the 
following report: 


That the memorialists aver the proposed reduction of duty would promote the agricultural, manufac- 
turing, and commercial interests of the country. 

That the present duty operates as a prohibition of the importation of the articles from foreign 
countries. 

That by a recent act of Parliament a market has been opened in the British North American 
colonies for our foreign and domestic manufactures to a great extent, and to secure the benefits of the 
new trade, as well as to extend the present one, in breadstuffs, we must enable these colonies to make 
payment in their products, of which dried fish is an important article; but the principal benefits, the 
memorialists state, they apprehend will result from the fact that South America requires a particular 
kind of fish, which can be procured from Newfoundland and Nova Scotia, but which cannot be obtained, 
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except in small quantities, and of an inferior quality, from our own fisheries, owing to a different manner 
of curing, and to the colonists having the advantage of contiguity to the fishing grounds, and to the 
large permanent establishments they have on shore, to which the fish are carried as soon as caught, and 
cured in a better manner than those of the United States, which must be transported to a greater 


distance. 
In reference to which reasons for the reduction of duties asked for, and the effect they believe would 


flow from acceding to it, the committee remark: 

That the fisheries on the coast and on the banks of Newfoundland were, from a very early period 
after the first settlement of the country, considered as objects of great national importance, and worthy 
of the particular attention both of the British and American Governments, as is evidenced by the 
numerous laws passed for their protection, and from the employment, antecedently to the Revolution, in 
the State of Massachusetts alone, of twenty-eight thousand tons of shipping, and from four to five 
thousand seamen in this pursuit. 

That a continued and active vigilance to guard against an interference from foreign participation or 
competition still marks the policy of the British Government in reference to the fisheries, which she 
encourages by bounties, and fortifies by prohibitions, confiscations, and severe penalties. 

The Government of the United States, also impressed with the importance of this interest in a 
national point of view, immediately after it came into operation, imposed, in July, 1789, a duty of fifty 
cents per quintal on foreign caught and dried fish imported into the United States, which, in 1804, was 
continued without drawback; and being still found inadequate for the purpose intended, that of counter- 
vailing foreign importations, in April, 1816, the duty was raised to the present rate, of one dollar per 
quintal, on the same condition. The principal object of the imposition of this duty, the committee confi- 
dently presumed, was the protection and support of the Bank and coast fisheries of the United States, 
which cannot but be considered an invaluable branch of the national resources, whether viewed in relation 
to the hardy, intrepid, and skilful seamen it produces, and who, in the hour of danger, have ever been 
found ready promptly to rally under the standard of their country, and to contribute a large proportion 
of those who, in time of war, have manned the public and private armed vessels of the United States, 
and, in periods of peace, have furnished a prolific nursery and school for the most effective and useful 
seamen employed in its mercantile navigation; or whether considered in relation to one of the most 
important staples it creates for the commerce of the northern and eastern part of the Union; or the 
amount it adds to the national wealth, literally drawn from the depths of the sea; to the encouragement 
it affords to all classes connected with ship building; and to the draughts it makes upon the agricultural 
interest for the subsistence of the seamen engaged in the fisheries, and that of their numerous families 
on shore, while absent themselves on their hardy and perilous occupation on the ocean 

That, from the protection given by the duties before mentioned, the fisheries have, in some degree, 
extended with the growth and expanding interests of the United States, will be apparent from the state- 
ments accompanying the present report; yet it will also be seen that this increase has occurred in a very 
moderate degree, giving only an addition of one-tenth in nineteen years, and having, from 1823 to 1824, 
actually diminished more than 1,000 tons, furnishing conclusive evidence that the protection afforded is 
not more than sufficient to accomplish its object; for, although there is now a considerable tonnage, and 
eight or ten thousand seamen probably employed in this bold and laborious pursuit, in which the summer 
storm and winter tempest are fearlessly and cheerfully encountered, yet there is reason to believe, from 
the information of those most conversant with the fisheries, that it is an occupation of a very limited and 
restricted profit—an impression which is corroborated by the less improved situation of the fishing towns 
than those of almost any other on the seaboard; from the small general increase of the tonnage engaged 
in them for the last eighteen years; from its aetual and recent diminution; and from the memorial 
recently presented to the Senate from the ancient town of Marblehead, one of the largest fishing towns 
in the Union, in which it is stated that during that period the number of vessels engaged in this their 
principal employment has decreased more than a fourth part, there having been, in 1807, one hundred 
and seven, and now only eighty vessels engaged in the fisheries from that port. 

The committee further remark, that it is undoubtedly true that the British fishermen, from their 
proximity to the large establishments of Newfoundland, and to the shores of New Brunswick and Nova 
Scotia, the coast of Labrador, and the islands at the mouth of the St. Lawrence, all of them adjacent to 
the fishing grounds, have superior advantages in preparing their fish for market over the fishermen of the 
United States; but the existence of this advantage, the committee apprehend, should form an additional, 
and, as they believe, powerful inducement to continue, if not to extend, the protection given to our own 
fishermen, when coming into competition with those of a nation whose local positions give to it already 
superior advantages in this branch of business; and that, as it is to be presumed, for the supply of the 
South American markets, which, however, have been too recently opened to enable the committee to form 
any definite opinion as to their extent or importance for the article in question, fish may be cured by the 
fishermen of the United States in the manner that is wanted, although at present to be obtained but in 
small quantities, the dictate of national policy would seem to be, to endeavor, by additional inducements, 
to lead to the production of the quality and quantity required, rather than to lesson the incentives to it 
which at present exist. 

And the committee take leave further to remark, that although Great Britain, wearied of her restrictive 
policy, when, perhaps, no longer necessary for her purposes, may have partially abandoned a system which 
she has cherished for ages, and of which her statesmen have heretofore, for a long course of years, 
boasted as a monument of her wisdom, and a material source of her commercial wealth and maritime 
greatness, and has opened certain enumerated ports in her colonies, and authorized a trade with them 
from the United States, the committee are not aware, that, in time of peace, any great advantage is to be 
derived to the commerce of the United States from making British colonial ports places of entrepot for 
the warehousing and transhipment of merchandise received from or to be imported into the United States, 
when it could, probably, be both brought and carried, without a resort to them, directly to its ultimate 
destination, with less cost and greater benefit; more especially when such ports are subject to occlusion 
without their previous knowledge or concurrence, as is recently demonstrated to be the case with regard 
to Halifax, in Nova Scotia. 

And the experiment, the committee also conceive, yet remains to be made to ascertain how far the 
articles admitted, for colonial consumption, from the United States into the British colonies, at higher 
rates of duty imposed on their importation than when received from the mother country or the British 
possessions in America, and when burdened with an export duty which cannot be constitutionally coun- 
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tervailed, and other onerous colonial exactions, will admit of sufficient benefit to entitle the trade thus 
opened to be considered as meriting peculiar favor or indulgence, or one of great interest to the United 
States. 
But, however this may be, no adequate inducement, as the committee believe, exists to give a 
remium on the industry of British fishermen, at the expense of those of the United States, by the com- 
paratively free admission of the fish caught and cured by them into the ports of the United States, in 
depression and counteraction of the praiseworthy enterprise and exertions of a highly useful class of our 
own fellow-citizens; while a policy of this character is so far from being reciprocated on the part of Great 
Britain, that, in all the acts of Parliament which the committee have at command, relative to the fisheries, 
or in which an incidental reference is had to them, foreign caught dried fish neither is nor has been, at a 
trifling or heavy rate of duties, admitted into British ports, but has been, and still is, expressly and 
specifically prohibited from an entry or admission into the British dominions on any terms whatever; and 
so strenuously is the prohibition enforced, that forfeiture immediately attaches to the importation; the 
vessel carrying it into port is also condemned; and any person evading the law is, in addition to the loss 
of the property attempted to be landed, subject to a fine of an hundred pounds, and in default of payment 
of the penalty, is to be committed to the common jail, there to remain twelve months, without bail or 
mainprize. 

_— all which considerations, the committee are of opinion that the reduction of the duty asked for 
would materially injure a highly valuable interest of the United States for a contingent and uncertain 
benefit, depressing an important auxiliary of our naval and mercantile marine to the encouragement, in 
addition to the local advantages already possessed, of an alien, rival, and, under events which would not 
be unprecedented, a hostile competitor, and which the committee consider is not called for by any principle 
of national comity or reciprocity; and they therefore report— 

That the prayer of the petition ought not to be granted. 

JAMES LLOYD Chairman, per order. 





Statement of the amount of tonnage employed in the cod fisheries from 1795 to 1824. 





























Years. Enrolled ton- | Licensed ton- Total. Years. Enrolled ton- | Licensed ,ton- Total. 
nage. nage under nage. nage under 
20 tons. 20 tons. 
| 

Tons and 95ths. | Tons and 95ths. | Tons and 95ths. Tons and 95ths. | Tons and 95ths. Tons and 95ths. 
RTD ves peleen see eee 24,887 06 6,046 05 30,933 11 RGA sisicccccese abaees 26,250 91 8,577 28 34,828 24 
ATOD secsvaweeteaess ecice 28,509 39 6,453 41 34, 962 80 POlE cass PRT Ore 34,360 85 8,872 75 43,173 66 
WIG cmiecieeecocacoewet | 33,406 67 74222 31 40,629 03 WOR eacceacesusic Seleaace 21,822 64 8,636 65 30,459 34 
DTDs sissies weaeclneeaess 35,476 81 7,269 37 42,746 23 ISIS. cc Rese seceasees 11,255 36 8,622 13 19,877 49 
TID sciwassens aaeeseese 23, 932 26 6,046 17 29,978 44 ISLS. ccc sdanecsaiwnns 8,863 35 8, 992 23 17,855 58 
1800...... seeeipaniseoenes! 22,306 94 7,120 06 29,427 05 TN Ovcssivciccvens aieased 26,510 33 10, 427 26 36,937 59 
I oie uanhiensil 31,279 57 8,101 85 39,381 47 PONG ccacindieciscwasisiions 37,879 30 10,246 66 48,126 01 
TORS. casacctevesecaencs 32,987 42 8,533 56 41,521 03 BOER etsuesiccnnscsesecs 53,990 26 10,816 79 64,807 10 
IGOSS sicnicn sea sieneie ose 43,416 20 8,394 24 51,810 44 | BOO vaaviscinveaesseciens 58,551 72 10,555 09 69,106 81 
ROOF css ecscdewssoeeasss 43, 088 68 8,925 73 52,013 SL || IBID... eee eens choos 65,044 92 11,031 34 76,076 31 
DUD scisiseee wise nie sieieaaioin 48,479 30 8,986 37 BUABGIGT |||, WWascccccccsicsdeses 60, 842 55 11,197 36 72,040 91 
1806..... AAS ETRE 50, 353 20 8, 820 57 OOyhla Ce ||, BOL vsccccecsess sseees 51,351 49 10,941 89 62,293 43 
Bi cas es sees cccrcccece 60,689 88 9,616 20 70,306 13 | LOevcwcce seccceavecca 58,405 35 10,820 82 69,226 22 
TOUS saves soir es@avewsiseay 43,597 40 8,400 22 51,997 G2 || W828... cccccccccs va 67,626 14 11,213 63 78,839 77 
DOO aise: 4. Kannease wees 26,109 67 8,376 93 34,486 65 | BO ecncccnccccceeses 68,419 00 9,208 33 77,627 33 

| 





JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Regisfcr’s Office, January 4, 1826. 


Statement exhibiting the quantity of dried and pickled fish imported into the United States from October 1, 1804, 
to September 30, 1824. 

















PICKLED. 
Years. Dried. 
Salmon. Mackerel. All other. 
Quintals. Barrels. Barrels. Barrels. 
From the Ist of October, 1804, to the 30th of September, 1805...... stheressicces @occcce ceccce 106, 543 4,681 8, 956 11,613 
Dieses SeetdOsecnce 1O05 ss c00is BOwcccictieess AO serous 1Q0G aiacice sigvieinasaee ac taaccasatest -| , 153,501 8, 484 12,789 13,716 
DO seecnseee diseases MBO Bain. 52sec see's AOse sis STON oct ivenssts wslactects eeneaeg ciwetiene 233, 902 7,231 16,098 17,057 
DOs coosiivsce BO eas iOON ocaeccdOs es ccovees ri eee TORS ccaseaasesss Juadtewacasaseavens 73, 402 3,123 3,378 2,223 
DO scdcsanes AO ics ss LOOB esias0% domes sweves AO esiasiv LOUD Sa see's Saleenwieees deci nsetacanvess 8, 446 927 4,019 3,083 
ee ee ee Dues sis ncsicctemens iciicbhecstniie’ 2, 998 1,689 1,677 1,465 
DO ss «csecs MOS sses MNO act ccdOciss ceases ne MSR cuxacinwudecsawnasasensecmencces 5, 685 3,257 |oceeeeees seeee 1,104 
DO eines ose Oseccccleltenssee MGisacese peeplOriciasies ISD Scie seacnenweneeseas Soaieseeewed 2,221 169 68 453 
DOs sicienssedOeacass 112) Carre BOSicanssecdOosctesbOlOoccs cnc isis ewielNeeinsie es sinteiseeeene 10, 100 723 77 1,533 
Do..... pievesdOnccies PBS o scahORocncesas WGz seca |) 0 eee P uccssnere pediccaeet 14,510 917 1,557 4,504 
DO sseeesuisseUOsoveaslOlaensossOvcacie sas Fr (ae i: a sa acieare tilda sisicae no's metene 16,401 1,195 1,435 2,971 
Dots sccsds OO ses Bl bis acdO ees css soedsecses ROB ccitirawe cease Been seieenen wee 14,373 5,636 7,482 2,497 
DOisscsnaessG0asecsslOlO anes sdOesivecncaatdO eevee |) 7 Cae Re a claeiisresteoes 4,610 4,403 5, 346 2,874 
DG iiswsccs AGeseaed ic ere MOiaaset ccc POsecee. PORN se gievcaisccsetcincsweassnevences 2,920 3, 339 5,51 948 
DO icsccs sosUO seine ee dOicwadaresdOvecses REEOD  . cacicc's sceSndusioane vieweaees 1,037 1, 467 6, 855 417 
ae AOsssexs PGND Sinn 2d0cs5- veneeeOOs vaca SUID So iaircceatescuicsousbacisiedewcecsees 431 1,831 85 298 
DO siccceczes AOS eset 1820...... AG seccaescce A0'scvess POR aenkc ves ontucicieaeinone a eaveet 346 1,048 rj 116 
DO sweasoaes WO Sasa MOET ccince dO sa'ciaisiaieae-e AGesashs OAD <2 clecexsoesadioccs deeelislictadeets 712 1,244 387 $9 
DG ss ccwsiccenlOvccens FO casas ssiciesaiia OGrccces [3 me at statement eye 2,969 1,507 67 268 
BO sav sceenasdOssss soloed oa cosslOvrcecrececlOessecsl@bhodsaceeaies Saldindbaeetalesledseenes 644 1,935 782 373 
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MEMORIAL OF THE MERCHANTS OF BALTIMORE. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled: 

The undersigned ask leave to represent that, in their opinion, the agricultural, manufacturing, and 
commercial interests of the country will be promoted by an alteration in the present duty on imported 
dried fish, and respectfully offer the following reasons: 

The present duty of one dollar per quintal is equal to an ad valorem duty of fifty, and in some cases 
seventy-five per cent., and operates as an entire prohibition of the article. A recent act of Parliament 
has opened a market in the British North American colonies for our domestic and foreign manufactures to 
a great extent; and, to secure to us the benefit of this new trade, as well as to extend the present one in 
breadstuffs, we must enable those colonies to make payments in their products, of which dried fish is an 
important article. ; 

3ut the principal benefit, we apprehend, will result from the fact that South America requires a 
particular kind of dried fish, which can be obtained from Newfoundland and Nova Scotia, but which cannot 
be obtained except in small quantities, and of an inferior quality, from our own fisheries. The different 
manner of curing them constitutes the difference in British and American fish, and the colonists have the 
advantage of our fishermen in this respect by reason of their contiguity to the fishing grounds. They 
have large and permanent establishments for curing fish on shore, to which their fish are carried as soon 
as caught, lightly salted, and soon dried; while our fish are heavily salted and stowed in vessels until a 
large quantity is taken, when they are carried on shore, at some convenient place, and cured by the 
vessels’ crews, or are brought home for that purpose; and, being thus heavily salted for preservation, 
they will not bear the voyage to South America without injury, and are unsalable when at market. 

From these considerations we are brought to the conclusion that a reduction of the duty to fifteen 
cents per quintal will subserve the interests of the country. 

BatrimorE, November 18, 1825. 
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TRADE WITH CHINA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 6, 1826. 


Mr. Ssurn, as Chairman of the Committee on Finance, laid on the table the following documents, in relation 
to the finances of the United States, which were ordered to be printed: 


, dated New York, January 18, 1826. 





Extract of a letter from 


“T much regret my avocations have been such as to have caused tardiness in furnishing the docu- 
ments spoken of, relating to the trade to China, and which I submit for the inspection of your friend in 
the Senate of the United States. 

“These papers show the individual trade from this port with Canton of Thomas H. Smith, Esq., for 
the years 1824 and 1825, as well as information touching the trade generally, necessary to be laid before 

the enlightened individual you named to me. 

“The document A exhibits the exports in the year 1824, by which will be seen the error generally 
entertained of believing that the China trade is carried on by the exclusive export of specie. As domestic 
as well as foreign merchandise comprise nearly one-half the amount of the exhibit, and the paper B, 
showing the exports of 1825, confirms the former statement, and proves the increasing exports to very 
large extent of manufactures, and especially so of cotton goods, and that, whenever raw colton can be 
purchased in this country at fen cents per pound, it will become an article of export of large extent to 
China, as, at that price, it will compete with the cotton of Bengal carried thither by the British East 
India Company, shipments of cotton have often been made from the United States to Canton, and has 
turned to good account. 

“In the statement D is exhibited the average cost of teas at Canton from the year 1817 to 1825 
inclusive, reduced to cents per pound for each and every grade of tea, which may be of service, as a con- 
densed view of the same, whenever Congress deliberates upon the propriety of reducing the present duties. 

“The statement E is a condensed view of the importations into Canada during the last year, by the 
East India Company, of teas, per the ships Moffat and Juliana, and which shows the quantity of each 
grade of tea is more than double the amount of consumption of all the British colonies on this continent 
yearly, and plainly indicates an intention which let be nameless; and in a more particular manner, since 
information has arrived in this country that two other ships of equal burden are now on their way from 
China, to the same destination, by order of the above named company. On reviewing the number of 
pounds of tea imported into Canada by those ships, and the population of the provinces not over 300,000 
persons, and those in part not tea-drinkers, being the descendants of Frenchmen, it may fairly be inferred 
«a motive exists on the part of the Government of Great Britain, other than the real consumption of their 
colonies. This is further exemplified by the rate of duties charged on introduction into Canada, viz: 


ERE MUGE SUNT 6.5 os nn koe ose hE STAG oo obs ee eb 6d., or 10 cents per pound. 
I ONT Rs Oi Alay oc k ba Rw RG Rew Se Een Bd be KS PEERS 6d., or 10“ mar 
I Og as kiran 6 Gah ek 4a Lea ole COREE 4S O08 eKREWSES TS 6d.,or 10“ wg 
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“T also hand you a statement of the trade of the East India Company with China (marked F) for one 
year, (the latest 1 now have by me,) by which your friend will perceive that the company carried on the 
trade that year without introducing a dollar of specie into China; and the probability is, that we, of this 
country, may arrive hereafter at the same end,.should our Government, by wise measures, enable the 
American merchant to compete upon fair grounds with the East India Company. By the late tariff China 
silks are subjected to a discriminating duty of five per cent. over the duty charged on British and other 
manufactured silks, and the reason enforced for doing so was the want of reciprocity in the trade between 
this country and China, and which is controverted by the statement B, herewith. I would here remark, that 
the English Government, seeing this discriminating duty laid, it immediately reduced the duty of export 
and import on manufactured and raw silk, with a view of supplying this country with manufactures upon 
as cheap terms as silks could be imported from China; and the plan will succeed, unless Congress revokes 
some of their high duties, as articles of silk are now importing from London (usually obtained at Canton) 
at cheaper prices than can be obtained at the latter place. One other remark, permit me further to make, 
which is the fact, that the East India Company, on finding the duty reduced on raw silk, immediately 
despatched advices to Canton and purchased up all the raw silk to be obtained; the result was, conse- 
quently, a rise in all silk manufactures to prices that prevented purchases for this market that would 
permit a saving to the importer, and therefore curtailed importations into the American market. 

“Tt may not be known to your friend, but which is a fact, that the house of Messrs. Perkins & Co., 
and that of Archer, of Philadelphia, connected with Browns, of Liverpool, Jones, Oakford & Co., of Phila- 
delphia, all carry on their trade with China without the aid of specie, (in the main,) and, by dealing in 
British manufactured goods, and in quicksilver, opium, lead, &c., from Europe. These houses, and T. H. 
Smith, carry on seven-eighths of the China trade, which will show how limited the amount of specie is, 
compared with the merchandise now shipped to China. 

“Should the duties on teas not be reduced fifty per cent. generally, and the duty on silks equalized 
with those from Europe, we may expect to receive our supplies through the instrumentality of the East 
India Company. 

“The paper G I consider very important, inasmuch as it exhibits, at one view, the capital ceniered in 
China, on American account, from the year 1804 to 1824, (returns not having arrived of 1825,) the imports 
and exports at China to the United States, to the Sandwich Islands, to South America, and with Europe, 
for the past year; the entire trade for the past year being $6,567,969.” 



































A. 
BRITISH GOODS | 
Vessels. 5 Dutch cam-} Cochineal. | Quicksilver. fron. Pig lead. | Brandy. 
ay 5 blets. | 
Cloths. Camblets. | Long ells. | Cotton goods. 
| 
| 
Ship Mary Lord.......| $19,274 52 | $7,158 22 |.....cceeees $4,007 79 | $3,800 00 | $11,164 98 | $16,409 00 | G3,912 14 |... cece eel ses ee eens 
Beaver .eeeceeees 21,337 13 |.cccccccccee cccccccccecs 1,989 56 |...ccccccces ses] 16,433 73 | 2,600 00 |.......0008- loscusencce 
RMR cicesicd TE vcosscniscsrherresvavess BO secessotcennenct MAMET = CPM isrencccsiibnisnntas 
London Trader ..| 9,895 53 |....sseeeeee seenins seaeue LSSTOUET ccc acea's cos leonsnctcneeslceveesccosesl ocsteacecucs| caceotececest Seana OO 
Citizen...... eoeo| 12,181 21 | 26,727 50] 17,491 62 31,623 65 |...cecceeees scoccccceceee| 39,898 60 883 90 | $8,709 44 |... se eeee 
| | 
79,516 93 | 33,885 72} 17,491 62 40,193 25 3,800 00 | 11,164 98 | 102,054 60 | 8,247 87 | 8,709 44 | 2,417 00 














A—Continued. 










































































. , : AMERICAN PRODUCE. 
Vessels. Rum. Wine. Looking- Specie. Sperm can- |Dutch cloths 
glasses. l dles. 
Cotton goods.| Furs. Ginseng. Bread. 

| 
Ship Mary Lord.......Jsccccccccccclscccevcecelcovcescceses $201,000 00 |...ceeceeecees| 5,531 25 |eseeveeeeeee $658 49 $804 18 |... cccecces 
Beaver ...ecccccslecccvccccecs eM 162,000 00 |.....seeeeeee+| 39437 50 | $6,252 40 }...... cccelescceccoeccs|eccce eccccee 
TE Re SERCO nN seseee| 162,000 00 g398 79| 5,857 10 |...... Poe KREME AN Se ere Scaieaes alicia 
London Trader..}| $1,612 00 | $393 75 [seers sceece 159,000 00 |...eceeeseeeee| 10,179 95 |..... Scecesal 20t CU Teccaceseccceltaseud ecweee 
Citizen....eeeeee 289 00 |..ccccceee| $2,427 20 210,000 00 2,457 90 | 9,029 56 | 16,094 05 |... ceccccleccccccccves $44,204 40 

| 

| 
1,901 00 393 75 2,427 20 894,000 00 2,856 69 | 34,035 56 | 22,346 45 516 38 894 18 44,204 40 

RECAPITULATION. 
British cloths.... eee wikis ieee nateabenaieisiees | $79,516 39 | American cotton gOOds ..seeeeseeceeeeeeeeeee coccccceceses $2, 856 69 
camblets 33,885 72] FUrs...ccccccccecccccccecvcceccceseseeseeeeeecceecceeeees | 34,035 36 
Jong CllS...ccccccsccccceses secceee 17,491 62 | Ginseng....ccccccccevecscerececerersereeseeveces | 22,346 85 
COLON BOOS ..ccecccccccccccscee coecces 40,193 25 | Bread...cecccceccceccccscnecsccccecesseeceneeseecerereees! 516 38 
Dutch Cloths.....scscccsceccceccescecseceees cece cessesaces 44,204 40 | Sperm candles .....sseeeeeeseees 894 18 
CAMDMCS....ccccccccccccccccccccecccccccscssceccece 3,800 00 | Specie... cccccccsceccesceees eee 894,000 00 

MOD INGillaniy cic. o's ipsleeis sieve: dois eisiswiciesis Ov esisisisie'cscbaeee 11,164 98 ieee ee 

ER aciisciksleaeisiittarnemeciackesanscece] See |_1,911,057 22 
UPON pwemissiclecenscbeciedecleis shes eiccinsielsiselae cls cccccecccecs 8,247 87 aan 
BARNCAU  ainive nancies vaca nis bo banees dsb onleces siesiatieceeeaeee F 8,709 44 | Foreign articles........sscccccecscececccccccccceseccucoees | 356,407 76 
Brandy.......++. Pererrirrer errr ere ececccccecs cecccees 2,417 00 | American articles........++++ Cece cccccccccccocccccccccece | 60,649 46 
MBSE IN 9 raig's (05s ois'ove bse Rela Ve Rae Wedweweo or eeleiseuees éaakelvesiees 1,901 00 | Specic....cccecccccccccecesseeece ARAL E Ee Seakcnan wal 894,000 00 
VLG winrale bates Kivare cicis%s <lclei ou e eibrsicls e'yiainvainlatareisleleisivie’s eicisiciee's 393 75 (ee 
MOGI E-BIABEOE: cccesceeecleniisice siswsioccieasecesesce 00s vies 2, 427 20 1,311,057 22 











The foreign articles are estimated at prices with the debenture deducted, 1824. ’ . 
Six years since very few manufactured articles found their way from the United States to Canton ; but since the trade has become better understood 
trafhe in them has become great; and, should a liberal and enlightened policy be adopted by the Government, the American trade would stand on a 
etter footing at Canton than that of the East India Company. 
——e aes CHARLES HENRY HALL. 
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B. 


Memorandums of merchandise and specie exported to Canton by Thomas H. Smith in 1825. 





BRITISH GOODS. AMERICAN GOODS. 








Dutch goods. 


Vessels. 
Long ells. | Cotton goods.| Laces. Cotton goods. Furs. Ginseng. Bread. 


English English cam- 


| | 
cloths. | blets. | 
| 





| | ———<<< 
Ship Huntress ........| $2,423 24 |........ S0ss|vcnsesesess $31,954 41 |.....cceee \ cwinsn eosin e's $279 46 |...... 540056 | seeses weiss $213 38 
ee Laid 22,466 56 |......0++| $29,616 28 2,122 28 |.....seceeee| $4,909 80 372 80 


Mary Lord....... 








America.........| 9,227 70 |....4 peepee erry lemmas anima JO MESES [oc accedacedsssleseesecesces] 45000 80 155 98 
BeOVEFS cccccccces chen sennwens Joes 6000 neee lescccccevccelevececcs te eeeeleeeeece ou leses enwtdeeeloons sseuee teetleeeeee were ree been HOO0 171 %5 
London Trader. .|....ssceeese eetancio bain eee ESE ak oe Ss Se ene SeehieSnSbald Soe See e cea uwe Nl aaeeeeniesies 162 72 


Europa .....seeee | 3,922 32 | $2,781 10 | $1,162 91 18,654 05 | $3,160 25 1,737 81 |...ccceee cocccloccccccceces| Sgzoe 80 348 44 

ERAS ccccacasend MOGUED RE lb pndesAsweas]esennsecnses 5,824 30 |....006 ceeleccees eeceeclecsevese seeees| $21,394 46 3,528 00 199 59 

Citizen 18,620 95 hichanicibewe | 950 00 52,985 35 |.cseceeeccleceeee oc cccclecccccescccs «+| 17,477 84 7,098 70 465 39 
| 

















2,132 91} 131,884 67 | 


| 3,160 25 | 43,822 52 2,401 74 | 38,872 30 | 25,356 10 | 2,090 05 

















| 
| 
| 
| 
i 


| 61,979 20 | 2,781 10 | 
| | 








B—Continued. 





| AMERICAN GOODS, | 
Vessels. & Quicksilver. Pig lead. fron. Spelter. | Cochineal. 


| | | 
| Candles. |Beefand pork.) Hams. | Tobacco.| Flour. 








| | 
Biiip Hahteess ..is0s0<lovssesesecss | $216 25 |...... etlecdsseseee Lintbwabnes | 





$16,076 46 | 10,044 00 | $2,085 81 |....... veees| $9,631 39 
IE sincssslvessnceccess fae vee] 14,076 00 | 3,133 50 |.seseeeeeeeeleccereeeeees| 16,224 9 
eS ickectnanciuginens ape caracebee PRE bss rnoniiorbonscate ...{ 13,512 96 | 50,014 88 seeseseeeeey EMIT Dh occscecsesss 








Beaver ........+- aan Reet: RSS ee! ASORS, EN —— wee] 3,69495| 5,053.50]... . ecvest MNOGE Lines dudes, 
Sapslion Weer... |.s0000000052 eee lie 2h asnell cs unt ol eae ee 5 ciisaecaeslnesbuns Sonanr aivcdyupbesalansieictwouus slareleteaeiosee 
Europa....see0| 708 18| 1,862 50 |......0.. $240 B2 192,057 75 |....cccccceces|esceevees Beye aresrnmeey lehinasabionsh 5,117 00 
Rs desinvinkes | 464 41 Jessesseseeenslessesneens sane annec enenes Sons en aadeueanshbeteh sb taakerns | 2,364 95 5,129 75 








| 
eosleceececece eee 
| | | 
CUREcacccnsnent MGSO RL Uobapsensteseun| suse acscealessoncanns esses ieee 3, 307 86 | RONTS8 180 4|x.ucessae ie Pee 6,425 01 
| 


| 
| | 

50,668 23 | 45,404 74] 2,085 81| 10,437 31 | 42, 528 06 
| 


| 


| 
| 2,907 40 | 2,078 75 | 193 65 240 32 | 2,057 75 





B—Continued. 





Vessels. Specie. Rum. Gin. Oil. Otto of roses.} Sail-cloth. |French silks, &c. 








Ship America,........seese08 ecrccesccccccce ccccccee $150,000 00 j....cccccccclocces beseseeloess seeceese saSeicaen eae Socescoecccloceccccecces anes 


oe ee eT tee seeene prea akachanunes AO O0D WO) dcswewensaws ees i eee Sek plasdwensaweenieaeeGeesasan Ried ocalemisio sian ele 
London Trader .......+++ pte ars cic Bat 150,000 00 |.......e.00. On ENE CIE” Gey RR i, 
EY SGN rere ee er enna 24,000 00 |...... an: eee |esescesoees| 291 75 | $2,352 50 5,528 69 
NR cis hinisinncinvanenscesherstetacctesves| “RYTIUME. Lisnkcsvesssalsadivnsanes slisweicin ae bisn abe kddpcneamet mates snes nas 
IS ids tener sauacieekikcadesbokGeanse 93,000 00 |..... siehiness 1 ERD Bisnis sicterssendnwiees 

Huntress .....eeeeeccesccece ee eeee cess cees eens 150, 300 00 BGS 00 [orccccccccccleccccccccccelcccccceccves|cccccscccces|cocccces seeeeeee 
NE LT || el nee ERE NR COINS: eet Saree, Reet 





1,110,300 00 163 00 725 50 298 50 291 75 2,352 50 5,528 69 























B—Continued. 














| 
Vessels, Rigging. | Paper. | Coral. Saffron. Wine. | Brandy. Opium. 
| 








RPAUOE os ose tne n onsen nwnes's0n0 eb 00ebendns|ooscdesese, on EERE NE CC CREAR ee parse ees sds uviaukwboents 
RPRBOR SURE. Ususepcsaansaseeaseabhckbbanee loss $06 swsssenrloceeee eevcceloe 
oneas Su suoeluekb eas wabsil os weeeewebe see lee eeeneesenel cece SG oe 


| 
} 
ce tarncicathicad sci hoessis bicanceeetinies OR: RM \esesseseceeee| 968200 | $1,14900 | 583 10 | $134,353 75 
ee aabcbicgAecciiete | $4,648 80 | 
| 


pedenab ones dni W006 696000 [0400 5000006 loos sisesee save 
IRULMPM Ist chub beneheuesunscnas bhacsdbbeuSenawel sonwkwosaonedelesnebousbeus Osnaceecenbsoolecue se ses | . 
EEN bu6s shee nesneseoe 0 000c wen ceecesecese le coasitases a ee bes bees looses | 
Seem e eens lecee ee enenleene cence eens sesees erence lence sehaner ° 
Pay BIE os ss vSeaciscckaxes ey Pe en Oe Sheeone eS nuwbabenanceel scene sieecanied 
eee ef eee . el)eeee ewer ee eeerer ee . . ee eee 





682 00 1,149 00 | 583 10 134, 353 75 
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B.—RECAPITULATION. 





English ClOths...sseeccceceeceeceeeceeeeenccccaeeenceeusees $61,979 20 | REM Ar cu ciscclsccede rok reatalc@vaceacueda shea aaacceireseeaens $163 00 
BrAO i LOL WGI vena icicucguciseecis Jobe wnawa lew eeeslsaewitieerasasewedecas 725 50 


English Pos kc SHASASEKRADOES Rhee aK eee JcOeeeNDeREM 
LONG ClIS.. ccc cecerecccccccccceccccvccsscercseccccscesces Metre OR EOE cainae seiclenieis sie cerSeee tees wece Hecslsensceslecenusenececes 298 50 


Cotton goods, English. ....ssesccceccescccccccccccscccecces Row Gi OU ML ROHONe uaneccna nena nase ceedeeseseciesee Gausansatuee 291 75 
HRs Arai ciate breieidis'sia ath’ oie s1aleioiecie/sisloleveisio alsieiseslejsie bineeeecejee uel aay LOEE coed IP EM OIOUM cieiaig vic csnit'e wieisieis else Cecie sid @eseb aw Kasued/ceasiaenae 2,352 50 
PTL CIOUIA s o1014.0'5:6:010's'610)0:0 6 015.0: 'o'6'6:s6:010 se ies elsisiesacelse bales ie'ee'e HG thee Oe |} MH ECHON GIR. OG Gs:5 6.0/0 te.ciete aetiace sete esidelciccsesiie seeene 5,528 69 
Cotton gOOdS, AMCTICAN. .ocecesceecceecceeeeeeceeceeeevess eG AUE £57) MMMM darciainncccierenic sn.sioiseed cle cade dees Scie sieeecisienenendees 4,648 80 
WUWNIWs co loo.ysaisis ws we a6 leaieraie twin widneloeaeisiciatiness Suieey edie 38, 872 30 | MRUON sR uesewavleetes vadnar asedndnedacddcauiealscesiaemhes 120 00 
MAIMCIIR ais ajnininio's1010)6 dais 661010) 4.5/0: vsisiow'si0.s\e@ nisiciaisin s/s sinigieisiee ses Dis SOO TAUN | COLD acln cin tie se docs sowe seomies ce secees cnricionbeaseeceeusese 5,025 00 
ol) RANE See ORCI COCR II Cee eI BECO OSH MAMLOM ccicccnws ecinsbic se ciaiteneicsece ba stensescsiesedvoucees 682 00 


2,907 40 || Wie. ..occccccccccccscccvccccccscscccscceecccccctovccees 1,149 00 
583 10 
134, 353 75 


BEL ANG POH cic cccccvecswccscecesevcecegdececcccsceeces 2,078 75 || Brandy ....ccccccccssccccccscccccccccccccccccsccccccccece 


TOS GS ff Opma ans 6c ccicsccsccccscwccvcaccesevccesscessceecessouces 


MME D saci bwikinieeee wink seats obese He ee sasialgunbieeinccigcieieeios 6% 240 32 ——_—_———_ 
OUP sosi00:0.00.6)8'8i0o 4 00100 eiecissiee be visisisise sv cence ece's coeteees 2,057 75 1,739, 304 45 
QUICKSIIVEr. ....csccccesccvcccvecsccccccccccescecesccccecs 50,668 23 ae 
Pig lead ...cceccccccccccccsccccvcevcecsccccccsescccecccece 45,404 74 || Foreign articles... ccccceccccccccccccccccsccccscccccccces 548, 157 59 
TrOM..ceeecccccccccccceccccccccseccccecuccccevccccsccceves 2,085 81 || American articles......cceccoccccercccccccccccccccceccece 80,846 86 
BIDCMEE o'ci0'0't 40s 9:64 sin0is Sc ecls'e ecivecsecicweseceecsesccoces cove 10,437 31 || Specie... .cccccecccvcccccccccccccscccccccccccccsccceccece! 15110,300 00 


42,528 06 — 
1,110,300 00 1,739, 304 45 


POE MICAl so sss obec eeviekensascsbesiisessisaceceer” sGedee seas 

















It has occurred, in the course of a few years, that raw cotton has been exported to China, and I have myself sent 1,500 bales in one year to Canton ; 
and whenever the article may be afforded here at ten cents per pound, the same will go to Canton in preference to specie, as at that price a profit would be 


realized. 
Per proxy, THOMAS H. SMITH. 
CHAS. HENRY HALL. 


The object of this paper is to show that the Chinese trade, in the exports from this country, is not confined wholly to specie, as was declared in 
Congress at the time of revising the tariff on silk goods, and which opinion prevailed, and led to the laying on of a discriminating duty of five per cent., 
and which, if continued, will destroy the trade in manufactured China silks; especially so, since England has taken off the import and export duties on 
raw silk, which causes the East India Company to make large purchases of the same at Canton. 


D.—Average cost of teas from 1817 to 1825, inclusive. 




















1821,. 35a 54] 42 66 | 35a 44) 39 
34a 46] 41 45 |21a34] 29 32 |13a26) 18 19 |14a26! 17 18 |10a@11|] 10:/ 11 
31a 46! 39 | 42 19 @ 37| 31 34 | 12428) 20 22 | 13428] 18 19 9al11| 10 11 
36a 46} 41 45 |33a43| 38 41 |19429) 23 23 | 12428] 19 OO) becencacalecesoclsecowane 
44452] 48 honed 46 50 22 a 33 28 30 |14a28]| 22 24 |1lal2 | 13 





| GUNPOWDER AND IM- HYSON. YOUNG HYSON. HYSON SKIN. SOUCHONG. BOHEA. 

| PERIAL. 

| 

| 3 3 : 3 7 S . | 3 : 3 3 $ 
Years.) 2 2 2 2 2 | 2 = 4 2 2 2 & = 

| = 5 S E | 5 E E E E E eS 

| £ 2 ep g 2} og » | & wp S we & 

| Sp i ‘Sb £ ‘S| = =) g to = ‘Sb = 

| s 2 S e s | © Ss @ Ss 2 Ss 2) 

j eo > 3 > 3 > 3 > 3 = s ber 

| < es | < eS < = < = < 

| | | | | . | 

| Tale. | Tale. Cts.p.lb.| Tale. | Tale. |Cts.p.lb.| Tale. | Tale. Cts. p.lb. Tale. | Tale. |Cts.p.lb.| Tale. | Tale.|Cts.p.lb.| Tale. | Tale. | Cts. p.lb. 
1817..|52a@ 72} 62 68 56a58| 57 | 62 38a 45} 42 46 28 a 30; 29 32 | 22a36) 29 TZ fecccsccelcccece|soccescs 
1818,.;45a75|] 63 69 28453] 44 | 48 25a 45| 37 40 12a28| 2 24 lla 24; 17 18 10a16| 134 | 14 
1819..|49 a 74) 58 63 | 36a47| 38 | 41 297439! 31 34 15a 24) 20 22 13 a 22; 17 18 llal6} 14); 15 
1820..; 40a 67} 54 59 36446] 41 | 45 29 a 34 32 35 18 a 22; 20 22 12a19;} 16 17 loai2} 1 | W 

| 42 25 a 33] 28 30 14a21) 16 17 17a@25] 20 22 10a12; 10 12 


1822../ 37 a 56 | 49 
1823,.| 40 a 62) 53 


| 


1824,,/38a65] 53 
5 
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. The — in the first column of the average prices is so many tale the picul of 133} pounds; and the prices in the second column are so many cents 
the pound English. 
CHARLES HENRY HALL. 
New York, January 18, 1826. 





E.—Cargoes of the English ships Moffat and Juliana, loaded at Canton, season of 1825, bound for Quebec. 





| Moffat—821 | Juliana—534 Total. Probable 


tons. tons. weight. 








Pounds. 
510 500 1,010 82, 820 
947 sGeeecescecsoe 947 77,654 
238 411 649 55,165 
BOCG HiT UNE TCMEAUT Ls ciciGisis's sin civig.oiee's s'cie.'aisioieiaoiercioe:.s 8b os « 6 Siaw mnie aes oe aleiaiuewna wae e's wroeuineeas 109 Rieeansnmaaicas 109 3,815 
oose coccoees 499 aeessinseweewes 499 30, 938 
oecccececceces 150 150 4.800 
1,170 579 1,749 148, 665 
222 314 536 23,177 


1,501 502 2,003 | 124,186 


MASHSOMIS MIN SIN Air CREME eis cicicscie sais did le/awisinie 416.6: yaiace o(ore-elebiatsleasalsealelacsiersasanedsneesae nseeee[Secdeeosaneues 900 990 27, 900 
4,685 2,544 7,229 578, 320 


BCHHNe RSPATA NC ELE IEE faracaieie a/cia aiais eis Cire ela eal Siai ae sie oiore eleiaietaa wiaid dios orale viele iain ole ais bia Rie wee BRON SCR 
SET TALC 2 ecg ra egret ace ee ee ee 


PI OHGHOUD INGE SES eS cise een ous cneies Pac cc 756-4oa0 ae wonisied ois olin ois Heiss biaciasleie dmioenlecmaclonen sees 


WAVROUNEMICHEBUA tains oistclsise/anisis sisialetie.cicias'eleroiaversinwe siesibld see eiciee lores Saenole eS ealosieien 
BASIN ATHENA Ci CLIE RERG)s ete'cis'% c'sis'9 6 4/4°2ipia1 8 einve-ain e:eieiuia'e.s pale re'bieve-oieisiejajavuis’ous overa.oiele dials bieid lanisanweneeees 


PRS A esta La TEGAN GHG g ergo en 000 4'a' sie Torain'v aialele GRiG.a aiel0'o id iSin Varela wis a ig awe emis penn ORE obaeieIOns 





ROU PAPAS EON Ar IIE CTE BU oysters /s's «(6 o.aigsenwniainie die oie 0:18 e'elee seis 9Sisis'e.<iae'elnsd a celogsceassiecesieenese 





MUMS OTR SICAED LET LTENEN Gla /50 0-2 cc SASS esis) a's bis alR cw UG :Kis ¥oioraidb awibios 0 ule wn ela Rioieie bneanle eu Sue K Nee 





. ; 
PASHAN RMI CITE GEM ir winrg a/sie css ascin' a clein ce wiv s'otass elara aiaretin a’ cia oiisiele cles cts Siete sicisla Gala be bcaleleiners maemrenanues 








Duties charged in Canada on the above cargoes, viz: 
Halifax currency—Gunpowder and Imperial te........ecceceescccccececscccccececcaseuce 


Young HysOni.c.cccccseces Maisie Sle Malelelaaeaie: Weldereo Cecitia eRe eceleeea.e 


6d., or 10 cents per pound. 






Other green, and Souchong and Congo......cccccccccscccseccevcceces 4d., or 63 do. 
WOMAN acc wica connesis ce siecreueaesnecedisbseccesdasoentedeewes ate OR OE do. 


Halifax currency, $4 to the £. 
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F.—Slatement of the British trade at the port of Canton in the season of 181819 ; to which is added the import 
From India to Macoa, during the same period, in Portuguese ships. 








ne SF ee 
| 


ae ee ae a | ri 
! | 
| 
| IMPORTS. Tales. | Dollars. | EXPORTS. | Tales. | Dollars, 
| 





| On account of the Honorable Com- On account of the Honorable Com- 


| 
pany. | 


puny. 
Ships, 16; tonsre- | Broadcloths.....sceeeeeeseeeeeees) 938,190 Black Wea ss <vacepactdeccsaoesac (ples see 
gistered, 18,489. | Long €llS.....eeceecesececeeeeees 948,320 | PAERPER << nnGWerieccesheeceeensess| “FORsOO 
| Bi Msiscsnvsscscnseserseces| SOOR 


| Embossed long ells....+.eeeeeeees 13, 200 
51,996 | 


Nantin Clotit cicicsesssaccesenseess| 1995640 
345,312 | 


Sundry St. Helena stores.........| 38,161 


WVUMIOVEincscasusa 5sss0ees0e00551 


Camblets..cccesecescesecece cesses! 


Salisbury flannels......seeeeeeee+) 45,006 Cape Hope.....ccsseeeeee| 23,506 


| 2 
Bengal, .s.scccccccccseccse| 208,000 


Add disbursements on the fol- 





British irOn..ccscccecscccccccces 26, é 





5,582 | 


35,585 


PCR aop en wee enbpenineese= eases 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Woolens, per ship Clark......++++! 6, 381 | i} lowing account: 
Cotton, Bengal.....ceccseseseeees| 164,232 | Survey of the China Sits xacsvees| 43, 186 


° . . | 
Port duties on six ships.....+.++2.| 69,644 
| Unloading charges and factory ex- | 


Bombay.....secccccccveee| 732,074 
Madras ..ccccccsccccccecs| 3,950 
61,362 


PCTISCS. oc cccccccccccccccccecces| 


A, 742,625 | 6,586,979 


Sandal Wo0d.....eecccesccceeeese, 114,194 | 
5,028 | 


3,095,028 | 4,298,650 








On private account. | 
| Dollars. 


On private account. 
Dollars. | 


Per 35 country | Cotton, Bengal.....ssseeeeeeeeees 2,901,871 | *Tutenegue, 34,331 piculs........| 480,634 
ships, register- SOMDAY...cccccecescccees Beda, 045 | ~Raw silk, all descriptions in- | 
edtons,and 16 Tin, Banca....... EO ee ee 183, 138 | cluded, 1,882 piculs........... | 632,030 
Hon*ble Com- | Pepper sssescesseeeeecceseesesees, 194,096 Silk pieee goods, estimated value. | 300, 000 
pany’s ships: RAttAMs ..cccccecccccsccscccescecs 48,915 | {Nankin cloth, 606,830 pieces. .. st 550, 000 

From Bengal, 22 | Beetel-nut...cccccsssceseseeeeees 117,588 | Sugar Ws opisiccsvencsion| 
Bombay.... 12 | Putchuck......eeeseeseeeceees ---| 61,646 ! Bott Sirarissssiceessacokescseca| 485/088 
N.S. Wales 1 | Shark-fins.....cccccsceccsscecees| 114,432 ||Black tea, 9,934 piculs..........| 298,020 

— | Fish-maws........ o cccccecccccecs 51,620 | §Green tea, 3,222 piculs......... | 138, 546 
B35 | Myrilieessssecceescesvervecececees 1,735 | | Ci MBIA 6p eixincrcinse suds 85.920 
Olibanum.. coccccccccessccccccess 4,305 | Camphor, Chinese........sseeeeee 92,542 

| Black WOOd...+essseeeeeeeeeseeee 12,272 ALUM i cessersecsewswensesssecses| 00,007 
Sandal wo0d.........0..0ses cess], 9575500 | Starr’d annise seed....c..s0ceeses| 11,820 
TVOTY cccccccccecccccccccccsoccess| 32,604 UI ig 5,487 
Saltpetre .....ccccccccccses 17,173 | | iganaia ST eee ee 3,080 








Coarse Chinaware, estimated value 60, 090 


ae . 
1,358... e008 Peeee eee eee eee 1,358, 000 } Gamboge 2.020006 Bibi eee pals pean 2,100 











| Pearls and cornelian, estimated MUISK) scscannsncawesesescseateses| “eapeae 
| Value ....ssseseessceseeeseeees! 190,000 | Glass beads......scesesecesecceee| 20,000 
| Quicksilver......cccssesssssecees| 102,5 | UINWROGEN: conhunkessaSocnevooul 1,935 
| LAU Goosishseseseeheeesseasemese! A0s083 | Gallingal....... Meunuessesewasee| | pete 
| TrOm...ccccccccvccsccsccscccccess 1 Vermilion, 1,763 piculs .........| 88,150 
| Prussian DIUC ..cceceseevecee cess i | **Rhubarb, one-halfsupposed cut, | 
j SmaltS.esssseeeeeeee seeeeeeeeees 18,300 ! | one-half rough, 1,360 piculs...../ 144,160 
| CULCH cesesceceereeeeeeeeeeeeeees 31,656 | ‘Tortoise and mother-of-pearl shells) 55, 000 
| Coral, unwrought....ssseeeeeeee+) 19,200 | | Writing paper, lacquered ware, | 
| Cochineal .....eceereceseseeeeees| 40,600 | oil paper, and umbrellas........! 30,000 
| Window glass ...eeceeeeseeeecees 3,000 | Mother-of-pearl shells........0..| 26,000 
| Stick lac .....seeeeeeeee seeeeees 500 | COPPCr .eececcccccccccccceccccees| 179,745 
| CIOVESs cece ceceeceeeecceeeesseees 107,910 | | Estimated value of goods exported, | 
| NULINCQS. ce eeeeeeeeee cere ceeers 19,500 ! | of which no account is other- | 
ivopescatneiags tac ansgei pial pane | WISE GIVEN... ce. eecceececceceees| 200,000 
| Steel ..cccscccecceveccesccncscces| 6,000 | pe en 
| Flints .....00- seseeeeereeeeeeeees! 21,122 | | worn | 

. . | 5 
| Indian piece goods......eeeeeeee++) 72,620 | 
| Birds?’ nests, black ......+eceeeees 1,200 | Return has been | Port duties, pilotage, linguists? | 
Camphor ......cccccccesccsccvece 38 made of specie | fees, ships’ disbursements, com- 


} 

Chintz, part fine, part coarse, esti- | 
mated ValUC .eeseeecseeeeeeeees) 100,000 
Coarse cotton handkerchiefs...... 10,000 


manders’ and agents’? expenses | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ship’d in coun- 


try ships of on 35 country ships, $7,000 each. | 
$365,000 | Ships’and commanders’ disburse- 

and of 2,323,679 ments, factory rent, sea stock, 
——| on16 Company ships, at $9,000 


245, 000 


| Estimated value of goods, of which 





| 
| 
| 


no account can be obtained.....| 170,000 





—————— 2,688,679 | PCF SNIP. ceceeeeceeeeeeeseeeees| 144,000 
8, 714, 272 ee : 
Pe, from Canton to | Unloading charges upon cargoes of 
} 


Bengal opium, imported ; j 
sit _ | India. country ships and private trade 
into Macoa,1,820 chts., 


| 
| 
of Honorable Company’s ships..} 41,000 
at $1,000........+++- $1,820, 000 | ae 


4,556,195 























| 


Malva opium,1,809 chts., | 11. 143.174 
at $1,000.........0+-1,215, 000 Balance of trade between India iti 
Bengal and Bombay cot- | ANA Chind...ccceresccesccceccesisccccsevces| Oy lod, 748 
} ton, 1,200 bales, esti- 
| 
| mated value......... 250, 000 
—————'3, 285, 000 
— 11,999, 272 
| 16, 297, 922 || 116,207,922 








It is understood that large shipments of bullion have been made from Macoa, in Portuguese ships, bound for China. 
* To Bengal, 28,115; Bombay, 6,216 piculs. § England, 946; presents, 124; India, 2,152 piculs. 
¢ England, 773; India, 1,109 piculs. {| England, 1965 India, 567 pieuls. 
¢ England, 344,330; India, 262,500 piculs. ** England, 912; India, 448 piculs. 


|| England, 8,145; presents, 209; India, 1,580 piculs. 
CHAS. HENRY HALL. 


New York, January 18, 1826. 
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moiiciameai 
G.— Exports lo Europe by American vessels, 1823-24. 
| = . | a | Fa 
| eine zs/ 2 | he 
Names. : = | 5 wn = ‘ o | o : 2 z 
5 2 | 4 3 = os 5 si = | &§ g 25 
= re ae S a = i = = | & x oe 
3 a | S 4 toy iS 2 oO | 2 i & a 2 
iS) i=) 7 oH = al = | -¥ | io) = Fa 
NS os eae ptee ba eau 300 150 | 200 95 | 292 718 317 199 | 163 i eee eres 
3 | | | 
‘BEM niwiminiisnnent 298 904 | 1,163 100 484 767 1, 488 306 | 89272 | 83 | ee 
Ciciincmmnnnnd ell 166 | 643 | 209 54 117 967 216 | 303 | 50 Wares Wee 
as .cghancssuienoneinaiiuaiccccimcccct am a ore 30 982 127 | 128 | 125 5 | 14,400 
IIR cc cckcorsennbicnkwsind agp bah tees baae een pnewecseloesadecels ses eceeeelseuacceses Sesdewal 650 jeeeeeees cteeviewaloesaeeies 
| | 
| | | | 
| | | | | 
| 4, 438 1,220 | 2,187 | 449 830 1,632 | 3,754 878 | 1,515 | 269 8 | 14, 400 
| 








In addition to the teas exported to Europe, there were 4,150 quarter chests in the Bremen ship Mentor, Captain Harmsen, for Hamburg, from South 
America and Sandwich fslands. 


—D 


it ports te to ) Batavia, Manilla, and Sandu h Jelands, by - American vessels, , 1823-24. 






























































Names. Pieces cottons. Silks. Piculs sugar. | Chests tea. | Pieces nankins. Where bound. 
ule ae ae 
TiO VANE 0 :i0.5'0.04 66010 00:0.0'9.050 66a 0110:01046-66.0000e6wis 36,000 3,525 2 ae eee Batavia and Europe. 
) | PORTER TOT E RO ee ee Sundries. $12,000 o | 8 5 2,650 Sandwich Islands. 
General TEAMRCON s 0:0 99 :0:0:0500 60 06.000666 0004 6600 5233 seen eee eeeeleeeeecesceeees sescescecees eocsecessesesees| Manilla and United States. 
| | 
27,233 | 3,525 120 | 88 | 2,650 
CF wports to South America by | America an Vvesse sels, 1823~24. 
| 
Names. Articles. | Value. Where bound. 
Pah s voice 4010 scle av bine seed eee viveceens| SUC Hs OlD aIRONICOM MECOUNs s cee veaseresed ee tce-viees oe cecsscecaees $22, 000 Buenos Ayres, 
MOO siewckdwctecnwescowasss wecsaweess | SRGIODs OF MIC LICOM ROCOUNEs 5.20, cc00.cn scenes enecsaicecsecniscoes 30,000 California. 
MEICULY op secescccceccevcccccceccesecess| 220 pieces satins; 450 pieces sarsnetts; 1,150 pieces handkerchiefs ; 
8,317 shawls ; 1,545 dresses ; 300 scarfs ; 400 pieces crapes ; 66 pieces 
velvet; 60 pieces camblets; 30 pieces florentines ; 250 pieces levan- 
tines; 1,500 pieces ribbons; 100 pieces grass cloth; 10 piculs China- | 
ware; 18 chests tea; 5,000 Company, 7,000 blue, 22,000 short nan- | 
kins; a variety of chow chows and furniture, valued at $10, 000—- si ry. | 80, 000 West Coast. 
| 
| 132, 000 
Statement of the American trade with Canton, season of 182324. 
IMPORTS. 
Merchandise— Merchandise— 
ee eee 28,340 Handkerchiefs.......... 35,382 
CN, cceascccs cciss. BSE Leee CHG... .ssceesss WLS 
Quicksilver ...... een ees 445,740 Glass, estimated at...... 10,400 
PR ii bik aewae hee ee 29,376 ee ee ee 4,840 
ng Ee poupE avait 45,495 po ere ere 5,550 
TEE £66 tea pwc pues 8% 71,124 ee a ee rere 150 
re Ne ree 500 Cth atone oa rea hones 150 
ee 43,492 ok TT5 
Ok. CCS ..cccsscsccce TOR TRG a 1,125 
INE os voxcee enews 24,188 Broken glass........... 840 
Fox skins........ Sauces 27,568 bik. Sa enled 7,920 
ce, CET Tee ee 16,154 ee eee podad aces 1,825 
a, OT Oe . 19,740 Watches and clocks..... 1,600 
sable and mink......... 190 Hemp and rope......... 2,250 
PN eas ies caves Cee Bisnkete si... ... anes 12.000 
ee 86,350 SE a divenaey aa ree 4,728 
Sr rr 18.360 Cambric ....... errors 5,200 
IN os ov'sk ek ese s 166,975 eT Oe eee 4,800 
Sandal wood... .. hes 5%, 239 Ter end pitch... .. 665. 1317 
ee 1.850 ET Pere eee 920 
POS 565e4 o> x's vescen Saegee Brussels carpets........ 2,345 
jombazettes ..... ae 240 Cottom yarn... <2. 6.565. 100 
Rattans ......... prvees 1,050 ee er ee 2,500 
Se ee 8,328 —— 2,210,869 
Wine and spirits ....... 24,568 Spemiah Collars: ......cccccccccsecee S500 
DOE COMB. cicevcasses TOSS es 
a ER Sa ’ 40,608 Dollere.....cccscvces.s GSOT SS 
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G.—Continued. 
EXPORTS. 


To the United States of America. 


Teas— 


Bohea, Souchong, Hyson Skin, Young Hyson, Hyson, Gunpowder and Imp¢ 


ee Re PE A ect etch J, AN thal oe ins 2 eee 

oe ee useigeas Ce er ere te rere 
ee ee ee oe Sy ee ae Meckehees ahs pete ee 
SORES SEL RE er ee ae oe re ne eae ee ee ramet : a 
ee ee Dee ck a ek awk Bae oe nee te ee eee its eT st 
BOWINTS ......5.5 (seeinen hil wwe Coren Tee Hisiokens sew sewns 
OS a re us eae ae De eect cont taille Core i la eae 
Company yellow and white.............. ae ree eee Ts er ee 
Ee Rebacapr acm aia es ERE Ee re Bea attr: bers ihneitince et pba ies 
ES Ca PEE ee nee ae eee Be eee een re Re an ea ee eee nenews 
re oe ee eA ae ak Efe ar ea ee eee me hoe SAGs 
eA Oe ee LAGE CARNES bhi ko KEK Ss FSSATCAGANEE ORES OSORNO DORE WSS 
aie ae ih Avia oa aaa pC p ASA WA he oO Oe pads eee 
BNRDIIRD RIDING Che Pes 2 rs FP a ee a a and, eve Spon eee ees ie inst Daten cigs pile thine, bate 
EE ee eee Pe errr a Tee TTT Tee ee 
EE Oe Per ee Seer rae LOR Oe Se ee ee ee eT ee disse iota ete 
a ae ee ee eee eee ee eee ere nes 
Sundries, buttons, fireworks, oils, &c..... cua ins weer rT etiseiaie ore 


To Europe. 
Teas— 
Congo, Campoy, Souchong, Pecco, Hyson Skin, Young ILyson, Hyson, Imperial 
and Gunpowder ............ 


ae ~ LETC ve ehh net aeboicet $33 330 

Ginger, preserved..... eS ere ra LRG eee Dhins ECR RMN ats 4,304 

ON rivet dee Keewd se ES eae Oe ee ee oe ie te i ew 5,760 

Sandries ......... Teer re ee ere ete hiacgnba it de uusews “<dacees 1,500 

To South America. 

Per ship Panther, on American account............ ee eee (eG so HO ERER Es 
Mentor..... Pica Xe ; ee Rte Te PANE CHR rieemen as eee 
Mercury’s cargo..... er rere Lee ie Senne Ae Sawa peene 


Goods per Levant to Java, per and General Hamilton 


WAINCW Abc ciiaaiccuass 


Add port charges of 34 vessels, at $6,250 each... 20.0... 056.0 c sce seecceecens 
| re ne ee ee rere eer eee eee 


Estimate of the total value of imports and exports, by American vessels, 
commencing season of 180405. 


rial, Pecco, 


2 6 ee eee 


$1,448,472 
325,073 
10,854 
115,192 
22,000 
143,980 
28,800 
12,388 





eee eee ewe 


4,340 
13,260 
3,560 
4,000 
11,740 
3,744 
5,000 
8,000 


409,012 


44,894 


22,000 
30,000 
80,000 


, to Manilla, 


$2,815,447 


1,921,791 


185,168 
141,944 





453,906 


132,000 


85,000 


5,788,630 





212,500 
566,839 
P Few rf 2( 
6,567,969 


— —— 


lo and from the port of Canton, 























Seasons. No. of | Tonnage, | Total value of | Total value of | Seasons. | No. of | Tonnage. Total value of | Total value of 
vessels | imports. | exports. i vessels. | imports. exports. 
= | | | 
| | | | 

1804-05 .... 000. 34 10, 159 $3, 555, 818 | $3,842,000 || 1815-16........| 30 10,208 $2, 527, 500 $4, 220, 000 
9805-706 ..:s0:000. 42 12,480 | 5, 326, 358 | 5,127,000 || 1816-17........| 38 | 13, 096 5.609, 600 5,703,000 
IEDC 207 ciscicess 37 11,268 | 3,877, 362 | 4,294, 000 | W817-18 .eeeeece! 89 14, 325 7, 076, 828 6, 777, 000 
1807-08 ........ 33 8, 805 | 3,940,090 | 3,476,000 |) 1818-"19........| 47 16, 377 9, 867, 208 9,057, 000 
1808-709 ....... 8 2,215 | 479,850 | 808,000 |) 1819-20........, 43 | 15,145 8, 185, 800 8, 173, 107 
16092710 csc 000. 37 12,512 | 5,744,600 5, 715,000 T:2.) ee 26 8,663 4,035,000 4, 088, 000 
TUE eee 16 4,748 | 2,898,800 | 2,973,000 | 45 15,597 8, 199, 741 7,058, 741 
IS11712.....2350) 25 7,406 | 3,132,810 | 2,771, 000 40 14, 357 8,339, 389 7, 523, 492 
1812-713........| 8 1,816 | 1,453,000 | 620, 000 34. | ~—-:13, 069 6,567, 969 5, 788, 630 

18131H-"15...4.| 9 2,854 | 451,500 572,000 | | 














oe remeneae, 
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20. 





Statement exhibiting the duties which actually accrued on wines, spirits, teas, coffee, sugar, cocoa, indigo, olive 
oil, (in casks, ) and salt, after deducting the drawback payable on the same articles, annually, from Jan uary 
1, 1801, fo September 30, 1824. 








—— } “ie = Ss weg > % = = —— nae eee 
| | 
Years. | Wines. Spirits. | Teas. | Coffee. Sugar. 
| | 
| rea ] ae Fe 
| Amount. Amount. Amount. Duty. Amount. Duty. Amount. 


180 .seeeeesseseeesereeeese | G428.411 OL $2,221,064 36 | $484,635 12 | 5 cents..... $423,569 80 | 2iand3cts..| $1,199,384 29 
BR pcsveaisnannnessve ed 683, 816 72 2,253,496 17 | 382,699 00 |......do...... 336,211 00 |...... Pisces, 975,755 61 


Re cniennntcininaswanes 603, 146 06 2,594,259 10 | i ee ee ae 424,763 00 |...... re 1,290,034 16 
| 
| 
| 





AENFIGR Ass siSiecaeseauateces 958,117 79 3,061,007 38 485183 40° | .....<dOsacess 305,059 55 |...0.2dOceeee. 1,382,959 01 
HMR ccusasicuveaiesaay esse 793,794 85 2,232,901 85 669190997) ecesicdO% 500. 240,813 70 |...... dese... 1,746,979 85 
BUG Sakuessinseceveerocel 521,527 02 3,074,398 19 966,686 11 |......do..ee0. 867,250 40) | sc0cdOccesc 1,843,199 84 
NeMteKeat axa eaw or cineaeesG 829, 292 81 2,656,046 74 1,197,966 86 |......d0...... 550,820 95 |...... donc. 1,694, 432 20 
AROS eicwawaneweaininewaeens 400,484 53 1,333,473 71 | DIGE153'57) | sececdOees< 1546 F7495 |b ewwcias do...e..| 2,219,489 96 
TROD sisiccoaciorea ners winless ree 380,961 11 TeBO7AOSRESH) | occ. naeeesan teveeeleeeee dOecees, SAGE OS |S cccdedOvesacs 273,925 03 
405,024 41 1,272,063 44 | 1,314,091 17 |......do...... 292,604 10 |......d0...... 743,656 08 
505,111 35 950,603 86 540,594 94 |......do...... 879541990) | eciesiecdOnecicies 1,391,731 56 
617,999 79 1,520,482 46 | 657,609 62 | 5 and 10 cts.. 1,065,282 60 | 5and 10 cts. 2,058, 121 73 
P28. FISD 1.050 dOnccces io | a Ce 1,619, 565 02 
156,641 79 Sid GMOscce 652,823 80" Lew nccc dOsccxes 1,055,884 96 
oss AdOees oss 1, 49390991 90% |sccecadOscccis: 2,784,085 00 


| 10 and 5 ets.. 1,100,686 15 | 5,3, and 4 cts. 1,150,176 43 
| 
! 





1810. ...00. pe bah s.08 Valen eeee 
PONT ianie00i5-0% Sebenebaeeey es 


1812. ..eeeeee cee rece ccccce 


TRIGSoaiwonceso ae canteen | 339,521 15 611,913 64 
TSM ccowinaseaw ee egaecend 179,273 34 327, 780 08 
WBintecononseasenes secccees| 1,247,053 34 3,281,799 32 | 950,209 94 
TOLGEesbcesteenheee’ fdalwans | 1,418,952 12 2,340,013 73 | 1,274,176 44 
1817 583,099 83 1,775,547 95 | 1,484,549 87 | 5cents......| 1,090,034 90 | 3and4cts...] 1,998,093 81 
TAL Bice sense Soee sane oe | 630,181 75 2,646,186 92 | 1,531,749 53 |......do......| 95ON970' 15: | sss cdOve sce 1,568,892 44 
SUL eAveeesonenner stiles 506,836 60 1,959,125 12 | 1,737,450 09 |......do......, 1,041,293 45 |...... do......| 2,181,703 29 











():0 See een ee errs 490.573 50 1,728,565 81 | 1,568,414 32 |......do...... 664,592 85 |......do......| 1,575,345 23 
a eyges ae OnAEOn se eral 784,126 65 1,679,319 49 | 1,447,921 09 |......do......| 798,446 90. |...... do......] 1,315,143 40 


1822. ..... TTT TTT TT, 747,996 35 2,040,412 90 | 1,676,247 91 |......do...... 714,149 10 |......do...... 2,374,768 24 
Fede. come aces eee 394,416 25 1,655,326 43 | 2,105,956 63 |...... Pivivess 930,166 50 |...... hase 1,311,004 79 
POLE Sasa ceceasubonse'es ag 466,604 45 2,348,074 56 2,368,306 15 |......do......| 1,018,422 50 ]...... Obckcex: 2, 408,688 11 











Total...cseseeseeeeee| 14,916,322 78 | 46,890,921 79 | 24,710,861 11 |...... Ssipasacete 18,511,214 70 |.......06.002.] 38,163,020 04 
































| (Te) 
| | | 
STATEMENT——Continued. 
. | | | mee 
Years. | Cocoa. | Indigo. Olive oil, in casks. | Salt. 

— _ _ —— ere ; | —. - = —$——$—— 

| Duty. | Amount. | Duty. | Amount. Duty. | Amount. | Duly. Amount. 
LS Se Soeexeee| 1 COMA eves $21,880 46 | 25 cents.....| $52,556 00 |... cccccccccelecee Svesecescal 20 CONMccsce| $576, 360 60 
Di icsaissrcsionins ee ee “Seen a ak eee, nen neat ECS Serer ee JeeeeeedO.seee-] 648,861 80 
FOUG sissies OPER CeO a 10,153 58 Fae GOs ccc 32,711 00 TEE SOONG SNES 552, 129 60 
1804 re iPOsseves| TOO |...... dorrask: gt EES RSE AONE mee 487, 848 20 
Teer eens cece ee eee oon 425303 14 lessees eit SPR GU os sn eoe tees ssawasaancmne basa vaca 563,291 00 
TONGS odiesssamtives eee Jeosseed0.0.00.] 28,364 64 |......d0....4. WII I fas sikcaneistas| wivasv eacscnceponenes dOcsssce | 636,819 80 
TO Teos sie Br eh ieviet snl eetelate dOsecees 90,528 72 |....0.d0...... I Ec cneiciesicticcasnwcinsas [estes dOeceee,| 515,920 24 
Se oe See ae a eee a a a Meee nen Semen See emer anew 
Be enti iatacesatevaaas ee AS COT eens poe een eee Oe eee sccaigeierkendl ‘siceiianaiiniil ree ae 
_ Se ta: PSOGct MBO hicccccins eer Se ni aidiaadaita b sdidonssidtiesekeaaa adam eeataee 
ia satcgtcls |.eeveedO..... | 13,577 90 | 25 cents.....! 854544. 00 |.....eceeceees Rees ceesleeees sei snididnddieashiba heodiaaats 
Lis) Oey eae Sineae eee | aaa iiaana 30,517 96 | 25 and 50 ets. 36,282 75 [rtteee eee eaes tees eeeeeeeeeels aici weak 
ee eoeeasen Ep oreo OGsccescl GOETIS |b otc 50sec cies BOUIN UNE! Veccvaccancisankeceecwsw access Jeseececeeee achowaste aiaaiateen data 
LE a ee Dr ren cree tiaeseee; 10367644 |...... don etc 551 | le | ae pemeeaees | 20 cents..... 75,822 40 
OE NS ee ae eee ee a, ere RAN Sona dO ease 853,637 00 
i) Li SAE seceeseee| 4and2cents.| 33,497 74 Beater GO sicese 66,826 35 | 25 cents..... | $16,654 50 |...... AOecesac 984,693 80 
tL GPa ge Le) ce | 11,085 38 1D cents...... 28,311 45 , wanes bakwmien Bee Cee decelevcons GO. ceexk 461,841 80 
LSE ranasiiccteeasiwnecanecioasanddl esse | 10,406 14 |...... MOsexcst 19,049 85 | 25 cents.....| 4,012 25 |...... doneses 550,479 20 
DSDE co nwavesen deena eee ee eee 1258660) S0) | ccsecie "1 re 47,093 65 i aI gle SSO OO: fcc cd Occcces 595,172 40 
or ee Se eee ee ee el a ee | do..... 803,913 80 
wncianaacesneses’ PO Re ee | 8,994.50 |......do....../ 53,394.30 |..... <0 ee0ee| 16,169 00 |......do...... 624, 369 40 
BoC teiniesiesaunauine ca saiswies |secvesdOveess:| W100 SE | vncescdOscece = 57.661 80 |...... dOseeeee| 4,859 75 Jo. eeee do......! 707,664 60 
chisaiiunvoeexs 5 ee eee 15,751 72 |... eee 48,262 20 |......dOscccee] 15412 75 [0.40 Diicisins | 889,948 00 
WIAs elon SO Ne eniacaaie onach iseeeendOecaens | 17,971 46 we, Boss 56,748 30 eee i582 a ee eesdcec 618,410 40 

| ae a —_— 

re nea ae ree | 406,135 62 |.... s..cse0e.| 15207,924 95 emancual 61,449 95 |...... seduces | 11,147,184 04 
| | | 


VOU. \———40) 8 

















STATEMENT --Continued. 


figiooath ie lent aes | | | 








| 
| Wines. Spirits. Teas. | Coffee. Sugar. 
| | | 
| { | 
wa | | | | 
Aggregate of eleven years previous to the late War....e.eeeeeeeeeees| $6,509,687 66 | $22, 976,373 38 | $7,523,289 61 $6,191,760 30 14,761,547 59 
Aggregate of five years under the war duties, except the first six | | | 
months of 1812 and the last six months Of 1816...... 0... eeeeeeeees | 3,802,799 74 8,081,989 23 3, 266,975 91 | 5,102,377 50 | 8,667,833 14 
Aggregate of eight years under the operation of the tariff of 1816..... | 4,603,835 38 | 15,832,559 18 | 13, 920,595 59 7,217,076 35 14, 733,639 31 


14,916,322 78 | 46,890,921 79 | 24,710,861 11 | 18,511,214 70 | 38,163,020 04 




















Average annual duties of the eleven years previous to the late war...) 591,789 79 2,088,761 91 | 683,935 46 | 562, 887 34 | 1,841,958 87 
Average annual duties of five years under the war duties, except the | | | | | 
first six months of 1812 and the last six months of 1816....... 6006+. | 760,559 95 | 1,616,397 85 653,398 18 | 1,020,475 51 | 1,733,566 63 
Average annual duties of eight years under the operation of the tariff | 
OT BENG is 00.50.0150 00.00in 00000000500 000 0000000000000 000 eens haakeee 574,479 39 1,979,069 89 1,740,074 45 | 902,134 54 | 1,841,704 91 
% 


STATEMENT—Continued. 











hahaa are _ a ey ee a 
; — | | 
Cocoa.’ | Indigo. | Olive oil, in Salt. 
| | casks.. 

. | | | 
Aggregate of eleven years previous to the late War .....cecccccecccceccesccccccceceees| $212,437 96 $564,814 25 .ccceceveceeee| $3,981, 231 24 

H | | 

Aggregate of five years under the war duties, except the first six months of 1812 and | | 
the last six months Of 1816... .ccccccscccccscccescescccccccc cece cccccces cesses cece 94,601 58 | 314,179 10 | $16,654 50 | 1,914,153 20 
Aggregate of eight years under the operation of the tariff of 1816 .......ccceseeeeecees 99,096 08 328,930 90 | 44,794 75 | 5, 251,799 60 





| 406,135 62 | 1,207,924 25 
’ 3 ’ 


61,449 25 | 11,147,184 04 











51,346 75 |eeeseeesseeeee) 981,990 12 





Average annual duties of the eleven years previous to the late War.....eeeeeeeeeee eens! 19,312 54 | 
Average annual duties of five years under the war duties, except the first six months | 
of 1812 and the last six months Of 1816......ccccccsccscccccscces ooceccccecvcecccces| 18,920 31 62,835 82 | 16,654 50 | 382, 830 64 
Average annual duties of eight years under the operation of the tariff of 1816...... ia 12,387 01 | 41,116 36 | 5,599 34 | 656, 474 95 
| 





For the particulars of wines, spirits, and teas, see statements marked A, B, and C. 

Coffee, previous to the 30th June, 1812, paid a duty of five cents per pound; after that time, and until June 30, 1816, a duty of ten cents; from that 
period to the present, a duty of five cents. 

Teas, 1809.—The drawback payable this year exceeded the duties which actually accrued. 

Cocoa, 1809.—Same remarks applicable. To the 30th June, 1812, paid a duty of two cents per pound; from that time to the 30th of June, 1816, four 
cents per pound; from that period, two cents per pound. 

Indigo, 1809-°10.—Same remarks applicable. To the 30th June, 1812, paid a duty of 25 cents per pound; from that time to 30th June, 1816, 50 cents; 
and from that period, 15 cents per pound. 

Olive oil, in casks, previous to the year 1816, paid an ad valorem rate of duty ; 12} per cent. previous to the Ist July, 1812; from that to March 3, 1815, 
a duty of 27) per cent. ad valorem; and from that time to the 30th June, 1816, a duty of 25 per cent. ad valorem. It now pays a specific duty of 25 cents 
per gallon. 

Salt.—The act of the 10th of August, 1790, laid a duty of 12 cents per bushel on this article. The act of the 8th of July laid an additional duty of 
eight cents, making 20 cents per bushel. The act of the 7th of May, 1800, continues in force for ten years from the 3d March, 1800. The act of the 3d of 
March, 1807, repeals the act of the 8th July, 1797, and declared salt imported after the 3lst of December, 1807, to be free of duty. The act of the 29th of 
July, 1813, lays a duty on salt imported of 20 cents per bushel, which duty it is now subject to under the act of 27th April, 1816. 


JOSEPIL NOURSE, Register. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, January 28, 1826. 
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A statement exhibiting the duties which actually accrued on 
to December 30, 


TRADE WITH CHINA. 








A. 


each description of wines from January 1, 1801, 
1824. 































































































Years. Malisey, Madeira, and London All other Madeira. Burgundy, Champagne, Rhe- Sherry and St. Lucar. 
Particular Madeira. nish, and Tokay. 
| = Z a =: 
Rate of duty Duties. Rate of duty.; Duties. Rate of duty.| Duties. Rate of duty. Duties. 
1s) Geer Soueene 58 $101,237 84 50 $40,075 00 45 $1,738 35 40 $24,872 40 
1802. seseeeeeeeeeeeeeesleeeeeeee ees ee SHAE G: Posccecsscses 1TE ME basics, wand 255,984 00 
RROD ia gusios saiecw aieneese leseaeeseieers 140567146: | occ scveces | 34, 822 00 i ee PORE IO” be cactueecess 123,946 80 
1804. .ese0 sce eereacentl ROC GCOr 140,650 00 |...eeeeeeeee| 67,293 50 |...... ee WAGON occas saseece 221,584 80 
Halo eicnseevseswcnecess RSs TIQFST BLD [ea scccesevds 1,454 50 |....... eld ” RIA Setcecounsth 121,254 00 
1806. ce eeecccecccveevee | eeeee oceccee IGZ C09 9S Leccecacss vee! 11,624 50 nee Cones 2,855 25 124,848 80 
JBO7. cevceeecccccevccce occ cece cces EZSGOIWAG Ne cssswaeaens FaNILOON” Navies wasioisiccs 4,931 10 |.eeeeceeeeee 123,853 20 
AMIS ubaccsesssens esos’ wanes SSO0B IG | ss. oe veoas| 14,545 50 |..... See SOs | Sees seat 106,320 00 
RAD Nore sasieess oeean ete 145,997 02 |...... Snake | (22) Gis Ue Pee 2 al Ee 133,920 40 
REIDNeceaociecoesiuuees| seesuseees RARE DAS IID || Sveas coweoce ME OD Ticcscaccexcs TC. | a es 21,727 20 
Bll ceccccccccescevccsies adie vole eleins 126,450 44 |..cccccceese 24,336 50 ee cccees SIS 715 [ecccccce-cve 1,806 00 
116 30, 842 08 100 10,583 00 90 473 40 80 6,461 20 
tas denna “ i 116 61,614 56 100 3,619 00 90 462 60 80 8,858 40 
1813... ceecce de reeen es eewnlee ese OO bvecscee 1,881 00 eecveces 1,527 75 |eceeeececees 62, 985°60 
1Bl4. weevee coves eeccees eevee cove BOOED i eccscorsioceies 471 00 eeccccccece 495 00 |.ccccceeee oe 92 80 
1815, weseeeeeeeee eoccce eoccccccces 265,186 44 eee 39,546 00 |...... eeeee 5,114 70 |eeeeeeee cece 84,044 00 
100 5,044 50 60 70,702 40 
-taclaaaaadabaaiaatabaas si — ill icacii re { 100 7,100 00 60 52,997 80 
1817. coccccccevcccceces 100 PBGSO00'40) 1 caeacecvsecelcase eeccccccccccces eocccccece 4,217 80 |.cccccccccee 22,521 60 
1818, ..eccccccceccvecesiecs eoeeeceee 161,718 00 . | eevee Pe rer Re TO oeacicws weiss 7,005 00 
1819. ...006 eocccccccccs ie Ddailaset BGSS200 OO! Loses cesses | ccceccccces occcccece 554797 00 [acccccccccee 12,880 80 
i cccsncsiscevecaneseiins ee 96,927 00 alii silica aillbi isle edema sai 7,853 00 |esseseeeeees 3,987 00 
1821. ...... secesess sees seeecoes 93,480 00 |........% k Se eiuemewarte | 3,761 00 |. sigevecine 11,314 80 
TOAD a necaswsasieuecwaslicessuaceces 119,875 00 |........ A Re oe eve RECS) eet oe rece 7,036 00 sieseeier 23, 461 20 
1823... scleasiemsus anesicnce Pe 68590700! | scacvecssces Shee PORES OCE CORE OE CnERT A OGSIO08 ifs seuaveceees 5,551 20 
eR sinceeceriens davicldaigh 109,861 00 |...... ssasea]osaresneesenaseese ever 4,852 00 |...ecesees 7,076 40 
| — 
WDtall. wie ss siswiwsisll sewisiersiewe owas 2,882,209 24 |...06 : a 426,581 50 [..ccccccecce ! 835506 05 feccsiceas ala 1,639, 987 80 
t 1 
A—Continued. 
| | 
Years.| Claret and other, not enumer- | Lisbon, Oporto, and other | Teneriffe, Fayal, Maiaga, St. | Allother when imported other- | Aggregate of 
ated, when imported in bot- Portugal wines. George, and other Western | wise than in bottles or cases. each year. 
tles or cases. Islands. 
Rate of duty. Duties. Rate of duty. Duties. Rate of duty. Duties. Rate of duty. Duties. 
1801... 35 $25,285 75 30 $135,024 00 28 $70,712 60 23 $29, 465 07 $428,411 01 
RBU2 sal eens dscns eee 18,725 05 |eccecceseees 82,570 20 jrccccecceeee 174,959 G8 [eceeecseeeee 18,465 55 683,816 72 
NOUabiil| s'ovsie%e sceiere's 58 15,345 75 [eeeeeeeeeees GOSGTGIOO” | caiscesccceee 118, 338 64 [ecseeeceeees 117,662 71 603, 146 06 
cio” OS 28,803 25 j[eeeeeee eecee 0,492 TO Vasc cwccwees 133,588 84 |secececeeeee 288, 903 00 958,117 79 
1805.1 e006 23,342 20 |... eee SOT LO levcacweccess 228,653 88 | ecccccccccns 209,628 90 793, 794 85 
WOOO lick sxce ements 11,378 85 [eceeeseeeees TATSGIONOU |isccccceaces 19,755 12 | ccccccccccce 41,377 92 521,527 02 
TOO? | oceawecs er 31,746 05 . eee 164,505 80) |... coos ees 115,763 76 covccccccece 246,238 00 829,292 81 
it. re TIME W [orssnccncess 24,044 10 |....ccccceee 754272 40 |..0ssee eee 133,988 57 400, 484 53 
RETEST: Re scat) Bdeiiecuctiio’ CNM osccncices 24,768 49 tage cewek’ gcaeniasatin 380,961 11 
110i coresecs 2,293 90 ee? DG;4199990" |.n.ccasesees 48: BIS 1008 |! wceieveinenes 41,421 39 405,024 41 
3 ee SS a errr Pe SSPAIGI OOM occ nesses 19250831361]. <<c'sscsescs 127,349 8&5 505,111 35 
isi2..| ” caguiligen ve Disc xe iE ee pe — oe 617,999 79 
70 5,837 30 60 31,372 20 56 161,063 28 46 113,131 48 
DLS le setsrosteote's 15,355 90 oteseeees WTO Dial Bperscnircces: 86,878 96 |.secceeeeees 144,449 66 339,521 15 
| ae 5,682 60. |-- : 8,514 60 |...... 47,102 72 re 116,056 16 179,273 34 
DOS eel cas Sk curs 465236 40 |ereevees we 138,670 20 aeseeine 455,719 04 |..ccccccceee 212,536 56 1,247,053 34 
St er 82.154 10 { a a i soe a we i se ni mien a 1,418, 952 12 
9 50 175, 373 00 40 92,902 80 25 182,325 00 
CS ee 45,102 40 |ereeeeeeeees Wg tEl OD levcsssesecss 15,959 84 |.ccccees ee 192,550 79 583,099 83 
Le) Pere 40,931 80 [eseeeeee seis SE MOE Lisecse verses Tiss IO QU ccceldee seen: 279,815 75 630,181 75 
1819, { 30 15,232 ot TUE Cen Oe ee 111,327 20 { - 34,713 pom 506,836 60 
30 7,050 90 15 67,320 75 
ere WME No can scsstens a Le eee g9,52200 | se da aa 490,573 50 
“0 90 25 
REL lies cess viee'e'e'eie 16,811 10 ooccee 142,870 00 Saeesere 178,327 20 15 337, 562 55 784, 126 65 
| Re 10,153 20 |..cccccceccce 220,814 00 [.ceeceeeeees 143,047 GO [...ccccceeee 223,609 35 747,996 35 
BORD silicecanesiccses 21,238 50 aie wets Sie 17,735 50 sees 74,044 40 |. .cccceceees 203, 581 65 394,416 25 
1 eee noes 14,041 80 ecoeaees 139, 39000! | sccccseewees FAO 0: feceeecvocons 142,662 45 466,604 45 
DOU) occas se 514,790 25 | .ccccccccece 2,215,949 00 eccccccce 3,281,170 05 i ob eececece 3,873,038 89 14, 916, 322 7 





























TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office Junuary 28, 1826. 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
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B.—Statement exhibiting the duties which actually accrued on each description of spirits from the 1st day of 
January, 1801, to the 31st day of December, 1824. : 





SPIRITS FROM GRAIN. 
: ; : : | e : ' me 
Ist proof. 2d proof. sd proof. 4th proof. Sth proof. | Above Sth proof, 
YEAR. ~ 2 ar" aaa = ra eae - a. 
2 2 2 | 2 = | 
= = S = | —} 3 
rs Z rs Z S ui S Z | 3 cA S Fi 
= = 2 3 2 3 g = | g 3 2 = 
= A & ras a a = 6 e a & a 
= Se | ees roses a poste as) aa el ee ee ee ee 
IONE Pchsirorssstkeost 28 $200,708 78 =29-|s €25,047 30 | 31 $2,819 45 | 34 | g20,956 58 | 40 |..... er = os 
TEO2. cccccccceccccseciccccce AS1-G14- G2) | csese' 21,583 CL lisse sy fer UE eee 19,690 76 |....6. $555 60 .....-] 82,848 00 


SOME, sosvenss ikabkiballorese 316,150 80 |...... 19,261 51 |...... a ree 22,965 30 |......| 211400 |...... 1,282 09 
72 C645 46 fisccss| 2547S BL favaces N298T 1B sconces] RE MO faves. 108 50 
Misia bunectsecslionses 89,027 12 |...... 2,391 63 |....0. 10,045 86 |..... | 19,564.96 |...... 689 20 |...... 21 50 
ee hina seeneheianey 304,913 56 |...... reg: ay eae 3,827 26 |...... 42,999 46 |..... 698 40 |..... |... pgigkins 


1804 303, 428 


ere aes Pa 2615153 76. |.....4; Ae a 94562 | osasis 25-058O6 |scasins S66:20" | asc ected 
280B....0c008 Sue ehtacnlkkesn 48,462 40 |...... TS “Avsesse ny i mee 30,2370: ‘lace BeBe rate nictelaa cH pielptats Bite setae y ] 
SHDD  Seaeuiavasstxeeslnesses aati D Nan asn wilesws oSubiensaee pesens See Se ae ian WaPo ian ee ioe Saehicee ner 


On Ae 5.401 96 |...... 267 09 |......] 26,645 74 |......| 10,561 76 |..+00. DAE Ison ectssascss vee 
| | 





TTT Lay ae ere rao eta 10.992 84> | eccccclsess ip uwlskp eee Roar canmecenwee Be ee eee (ae a ey. eee Meee ae eee = 
56 15,471 40 | 58 RANG eM ne eho ets eA eee enc Pe easbinmen eas sere bet Basta 
1819...... ererenenee | | 
156 NOON: TSR: Hiccnivabwsanns 62 sais <>, SAL. Banana Neale Sets POE oR Micon | See ke 


BBIS schon en eae LADS jc anwclosswenwsisneccelosaae BOMAY oevucelesasaaauscnescloses 
Se errr Cena 6,886 32 2,012 60 |,.....]| 6,457 92 | 68 2,099 84 | 80 7,600 00 |...... Rea ee opees 
SELB Sores ie spaseneslouewes 253, 148 56 B,CO0'9O cs seee| 34513720 |osa0 | 20,491 80 |...... WqlOl OO! Acces eGhiiesiswouun 


13,138 28 |...ee. CHOSE iaiascctinns oe 


PSSHIURS: |isoews|scceeie rteeeeeleseeesleeeeeeaens 
C840 loses pobeabies 





I panne nae : 
Di eibecus seen { ee 
: 42 152,097 96 | 45 | 850210 | 48 1,700 58 | 5 








(ck See Se ays Beery oi a 12,205 35 | ...... SIONS: |ssackslestons Mabe mesloases 
SEAS op shssswsennneont on kext 249,582 06 |...... 91,016 55 |......| DONS? Andsnes 989°Q0 |anseiwis AGRO. \eicccenlesaaecew sass 
SUD aa escwcs selsaxuesiossben 202,873 44 |...... ee Enea n Ren Soeeee DEO 2B 4 se.dess 3,544 20 rn Saipan Reiss 
oe nS pe 152,539 38 |...... 22,264 65 |...... | MeBGtSS: ece sc BOOS. Wicsivews P5900 GO) lessees | sh au ntiave : 
SEPA Gpreeeaespeeavel ieeees 1E5.898'S8° acw.s 13,662 90 |......{ 1,286°08 |...... ee ee eee | 3,479 40 75 | 478 50 
ch RR, Ae 266,520 24.2... 27,798 75 |...... | 7,938.88 |...... TUM. | 525: | 3,024 00 |...... eerreres 





SOR Senn eibs os eennuselsys er 02.377 8B) lessees 14,817 60 |...... | S95310'S0: |.ciscc | 829660 |. s.s B259H0' seas lssGuiiobewses 


344,453 34 |...... $0,8684°95° [sess | "37,093 44° A eden i. wae BOS PA, ais tease diet 


| 
ee —_—— - —_—_— ——_—$$—$$—— — | ed ———ne o 
“CLT ee eel Een 3,726,081 20 |..... 996,611 57 |...... | 162,023 79 |...... 957,026 28 |...... | 94,477 89 |..000. 4,738 50 
| 
. 1 > 
B-—Continued. 
SPIRITS FROM OTHER MATERIALS. 
} 


Above Sth proof. 


| 
———— am | 
| 


| Istand 2d proof. | 3d proof. | 4th proof. oth proof. 














YEAR. | —______— say leans — aay ar ee : AGGREGATE FOR 
- = = | = | = | EACH YEAR, 
4 ew d Lot | = = 
= 4 | é a g s z Ss Fy 
OR ciccniuiccs .| 25 | 297,979 75 | 28 $712,806 24 | 32 $947,167 84 | 38 | $13,423.88 | 46 | 915456 | $2,221,064 96 
i tsbesduntantees 287,109 00 |...... 819,734 40 |...... 888,215 68 |...... | 19,835 62 [......{ 55108 | 2,959, 496 17 
EE Se 405,055 50 |...... 770,322 44 |......) 1,049,626 44 |...... 7,121 58 |......| 177.58 | 9,594,959 10 
Br iebectteesh ecivene 521,579 75 |... 750,917 44 |...... | 1,450,237 12 |......] 5,416 14 |...... sssrvesescss] S/OSI O07 
9 


1805S, .000cccecces leccees 284,253 00 |...... 857,253 D2 | .cccee 958,526 08 |......|; 11,080 42 |...... 48 76 | 2, 232,901 8&8 


RDG Ee eRe co ccee lin ckxs | 421,249 50 |...... 841,639 96 |...... 1,450,011 20 |......| 4,555 44 |...... 8004 | 3,074,398 19 
1807. 978,858 75 |......| 844,971 68 |......| 1,236,066 56 |......) 5,866 06 |eseees 1104 | 2,656,046 74 


DR aired cincaee taneshs | 207,930 00 577,151 40 |...... 486,999 36 |......] 2,597 30 |.cccoelescoscer eens 1, 333, 473 71 
Jeeeeeo] L316 | 1,327,058 58 


BMF Deusincenbeseex | 939,031 00 |...... | 621,379 08 |......] 439,474 88 |......| 1,274 90 
CORE Re, PEER | 242,392 25 |... 669,194 40 |...... | 314,355 84 |...... | 2454220 |... salsseccesssens| 25978, 000-48 
| 921,533 00 |...... 426,526 52 |......| 191,992 64 |...... RE Biawsbnseecas sit 950,603 86 

50 279,174 00 | 56 | 297,852 52 | 64 | 168,718 72 | 76 | 85 12; | aes 
i wnéee | | ieee free 386 86 | 1,520,482 46 
412,377 92 |...... 131 48 | 3) 276 00 611,913 64 


50 | 232,265.50 | 56 | 233,590 56 | 64 
tic aiiasse rae 81,728 50 |...... | 117,398 48 |...... 
1814 | 88,038 00 j...... 97,023 92 |......| 117,203 20 |... 458 28 |...... ee 327,780 08 

410,918 00 |...... 1,184,483 44 |...... 1,275,951 36 |......| 44,680 40 |......{ 92000 | 3,281,799 32 

116,542 00 |...... 384,357 68 | 48 O00 1 BT hichnreccsl ® 444 36 >| ” 
| 345,098 90 |...... 517,048 14 | 48 427,672 <a bak Gn ae ee adshaase | 70 81 vt tine waailed 
| 333 20 1,775,547 95 
2,646, 186 2 
1,959, 125 12 
1,728,565 81 
1,679,319 49 
2,040, 412 90 
1,655,326 43 


IGi7.... se lécessst OED Vocwesct 667,586 50 |..,.../ 792,776 24 |......| 10,959 96 
289,968 12 j......| 1,006,866 84 |,.....] 9¢9,450 40 |...... 17,424 33 191 10 


lsooses] 1557990 


SEND ec ostwsssboredenser | 244,980 30 |...... 681, 842 28 renege TUG, 913 SB boscses 3,555 09 | 

BED cbssncacenss Sebees | 230,467 72 |.... 523,309 92 |...... 790,242 24 |...... | 6, 323 58 | 

SOPIESL SS cy sees iooss a: 911,154 60 |...... 612,199 14 | 635,063 04 |......] 9,658 65 ee 1,304 80 
J.eee..| 619 50 


BERD iS ikepoberslesesen | wiry ee |...... 501,603 48 |,.....) 1,032,987 36 |...... | 20,911 59 





441 00 


PR ceniesritcchisinc A: NOME? bivccss 467,066 04 |.,....| 897,825 60 |...... | 749 55 |..... 
256,169 02 |...... | 495,290 88 |,.....) 1,164,140 64 |...... | IPA Basia cicsves w.e.| 2,348,074 56 





PN otasteous piveed 





[ecssoe] dla 42 46,890,921 79 








| 
—————— ee ] 
Pebehsocceed loansol 6,857,343 16 |......| 15,679,356 70 |......| 19,558,802 00 vse 206,746 60 
| | | | ; 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, January 28, 1826. 
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(.—Statement exhibiting the duties which actually accrued on each description of 


BOHEA. 








YEAR.) mR | 

| & = 

| 6 a 
porn, Sate senias 
1801.,| 12 | $123,898 32 
1802,.|...6--| 169,592 16 
1803. bss ..| 229,113 84 
{BDAC seo 51,375 84 


1806...) seee0% 
1807..|..000+ 
1808.. 
1809*.|seeeeeleees 
1810..). 
1811.. 





1812. .| 


ae 
1814,.| 
ee ee 


1816... 


a 
1818..|...0- 
O19 esl esnea's 
1820... 
1821../.. 
1822,.|....0. 
a 
1824,.|......| 





VoOtal:| 3666 





1,527,922 88 


55,381 92 
47,270 40 
185, 367 72 
77,065 08 
161,942 40 
6,517 56 
10,865 28 
9,922 08 
4,165 68 
27,636 20 
27,386 88 
53,871 00 
29,679 24 
45,155 28 
31,404 00 
19,587 12 
21,039 36 
68,157 84 | 
70, 303 68 | 
5224 00 


| 
| 
| 


January, 1801, to the 31st of December, 1824. 


ER BLACK. 


| 
| SOUCHONG AND OTH- 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 








| 
DER, AND GOMEE. | 


| 
IMPERIAL, GUNPOW- 
| 



































| 

| 

HYSON AND YOUNG | 
HYSON. 





HYSON SKIN AND 


OTHER GREEN. 














teas from the 


| 

EXTRA DUTY ON TEAS 
IMPORTED FROM | 
OTHER PLACES THAN | 





Ist day of 











* The drawback payable this year exceeded the duties which actually accrued. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, January 28, 1826. 





Lisbon, Oporto, and other Portugal wines. 


JOSEPH NOURSE 


CHINA. AGGREGATE 
a = pd si FOR EACH 
i = | = | = | = | 
| S uw. S | wh S | wi S | a S uw 
g = ei ¢ g = 2| & 2 = 
a & 2| 4 ai & {|} @ 2 & 
5 ey —| antes kes Gaur aeee Poll me Sot 
18 87,895 98 |......|e...eeecceeeee| 32 $97,964 48 | 20 | g168,579 00 |......| $6,298 34 | $484,636 12 
Seweent QA OOSSEO cs cwc| ounce Meneses Malscweer 45,733 44 oe 145978 60 bo cssseheicns doineesees | 382,699 00 
seeeee] 40,525 02 ++. silos misronaiet ats | 82,402 88 |.... 156,488 U0 |...... 609 03 | 509,138 77 
etesve] MGA QDB BE |rocevslocssoscccoscccleccsss|  $40,542°72 |...... 128,701 60 |..... 310 40 | 485,133 40 
sevees| 205,960) 14 J+seeee]eoee see's cves[ococes] 158,955 68 Psa 253,943 60 |......| 649 03 | 669, 190 37 
seeee|) QVGNAOH0"| Sea | ON Fewon e|, e 435,394 80 |...0.. | 1,201 17 | 966,686 11 
seccee] 248,477 22 ee Bisenecbioeays eseses 304,794 24|......] 459,101 80 |......| 225 88 | 1,197,966 86 
sssee| 287,546 22 |... so|seweesee anes |.eceee] 257,051 3 eee 351543360" |.0.025 | 5715 | 973,153 57 
| | | | | | 
sees] 404,658 36 ee ee Be eet wea. | 435,601 00 |......| 817 73 | 1,314,091 17 
se 2590792) oss REAR TS 84,013 44|......| 356,864 00 |...... 11,091 52 | 540,594 24 
36 ae) eT eee fe 32,696 00 | 40 361, 420 60 eee “ a 
36 14,489 64 | Reteealsieaieniiste vee] 64 71,786 m4 | 40 76,715 60 fos | ne | sin 
easel =S2RPTPAS | cess] se eeiaeececesleceses|) GOSGOMOU occ.) 1950707 901.305 922 24 | 228,338 12 
- 29,126 96 |... . amie acasee] 200009 1... 74,528 80 |...... | 4,389 63 156,641 79 
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» Register. 


From 1801 to 1811, inclusive, there were imported 3,087,399 gallons, making an average for each of 


those eleven years of 280,672y¥% 


cents. 


gallons, during which period there were paid, per gallon, a duty of thirty 


From 1817 to 1824, inclusive, there were 1,544,363 gallons imported, making for each of the eight 
years an average of 193,045§ gallons, at a duty of ji/ty cents per gallon. 





Statement showing the quantity of each description of wines imported into the United States from 1801 to 1811, 
and from 1817 to 1824, inclusive; the average quantity for each of the eleven and eight years embraced 
between those periods, respectively ; with the duties on said wines during said periods. 





Description of wines. 





Malmsey, Madeira, and London Particular Madeira.... ... 


All other Madeir: 


Burgundy, Champagne, Rhenish, and Tokay....... 
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Teneriffe, Fayal, Malaga, St. George, and other Western | 
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All other, when imported otherwise than in bottles or cases.. 
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| Quantity imported dur- 


Cents. | | 
254, 821 9-11 | 58 | 1,153,462 | 144,182 6-8 
51,395 7-11 | 50 | None........| None....+... 
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297,816 3 11 | 40 938,217 | 29,777 1-8 
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280,672 7-11 30 1,544,363 | 193,045 3-8 
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Statement showing the annual net duties which have accrued in the years 1815, 716, 717, 718, 719, ’20, ’21, ’22, 
and °23, on the following articles; also the average duties per annum. 





























Years. | Teas. | Cofiee. Cocoa. | Wines. Salt. Indigo. Olive oilin casks, 
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1,530,741 75 | 969, 185 76 14,685 23 | 755,915 15 719,080 00 46,238 82 5,447 72 








Extract of a letter from Henry A, S. Dearborn, Collector of the Customs at Boston, dated January 6, 1826. 


“Would it not be well to lower the duties on teas, and have but two rates: one for Blacks and the 
other for Greens? I believe the rate could be so averaged as to render such a system favorable to the 
importers and the Government, while it would preclude the chance of evasion, as is now possible; for the 
line between ‘Bohea’ and the ‘other Blacks’ it is often difficult to draw, as is that between ‘other Green’ 
and Hyson up to ‘Imperial.’” 





Cusrom-Hovussr, Boston, January 17, 1826. 


Mvucn Esteemep Sir: In conformity to your request, I will endeavor to answer the various queries 
which you have done me the honor to submit. Two ships belonging to the East India Company—the 
Maffit, of 800 tons, and the Juliana, of 600—arrived at Quebec, last summer, from Canton, laden with teas, 
The duties, I have understood, were two and a half per cent. on their cost, while in the United States they 
are above one hundred per cent. The importers set them up at auction at fixed prices, which were regu- 
lated by those in Boston, New York, and Philadelphia, believing that this would secure to them the 
supply of the whole consumption of the two Canadas. The sales in August were as follows: 
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Conditions of sale——The teas were to be paid for on delivery, and were to be taken away by the 22d 
of November, every buyer depositing forty shillings for each chest, and twenty for each box. Teas 
remaining unpaid for after the 22d of November, the deposit money forfeited, and the sale void. 

The prices at which a second lot of 4,000 chests was put up, on the 22d of August, were as follows: 
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As twenty shillings of the Canada currency are equal to 400 cents of that of the United States, you 
will perceive that the prices quadrated with those for which teas sold in our cities at the same time. 

So long as the East India Company shall be content to limit their importations to the wants of the 
Canadas, it will be their interest to regulate the prices, as nearly as possible, to those in the United 
States; for if they are put up higher, the teas will not be purchased, but be smuggled from the United 
States, and thus operate injuriously to the importers. But if it should be ascertained that large quantities 
could be successfully smuggled into the United States, the importers may lower the prices to facilitate the 
sale of a much greater quantity than to meet the whole consumption of the colonies. 

Having information that the two above-named ships were expected at Quebec, and believing that 
attempts would be made to send some of the tea here, from the low rate of duty there paid, measures 
were immediately taken to detect and prevent such a traffic; but as yet no instance of smuggling has 
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come to my knowledge. Still, it is not improbable that, on the northern line of frontier, teas may have 
been clandestinely introduced, and rumors to that effect have reached some of our merchants, who believe 
that, in succeeding years, frauds on the revenue, to a considerable extent, may be apprehended. 

The East India Company were requested to send teas direct to Canada, and great facilities were 
granted to that gigantic monopoly, to prevent their being sent from the United States illicitly, which has 
been the case to a vast amount, and when that evil is checked, the battery may be, in retaliation, turned 
upon us. If, however, there is nothing to be feared from that quarter, it is expedient to lessen the present 
rate of duties, as tea has become a necessary of life throughout the whole country, and would be very 
generally substituted for coffee and other succedaneums if the price was not so high, nearly half of which 
is in consequence of the duties. The increased consumption, and consequent increase of importation, by 
a lower rate of duty, would make the amount of revenue about the same. 

In a former letter I gave my reasons for establishing but two rates of duty; and if all Black teas paid 
18} cents, and all Green teas 34 cents per pound, the revenue would be the same it has been at the present 
rate of duty. But if it should be concluded to be proper to lower the duties on teas, the Blacks might be 
put at 15 and the Greens at 28. This would reduce the aggregate present duties over 20 per cent. 

As to wines, the duties are not only generally too high, but very unequal on wines of the same value 
coming from different places. For instance, most of the wines of France pay but 15 cents, while those of 
Portugal, of as inferior a quality, pay 50 cents per gallon. There is no reason why all the wines of the 
Rhine, or middle part of Europe, Portugal, Spain, the Italian States, not named in the tariff, and all other 
places, should not be at as low a rate as those of France, and such parts of the Mediterranean, Levant, 
and Archipelago, and other countries, as are subjected to but 15 cents per gallon when imported in casks. 

The duty of 50 cents, you name for Madeira, may also be imposed on Burgundy, Champagne, Madeira, 
and Tokay, and the other as follows: 

Sherry, Marsala, or Sicily Madeira; Teneriffe, or Pico, also called Pico Madeira; Lisbon and Port, 
25 cents. All other wines, when imported in casks, 12 cents, and when in bottles, 25 cents per gallon. 

The increased consumption, in consequence of the reduced cost, will augment the importation more 
than sufficient to make up the loss of revenue by the diminution of the rates of duty. Besides, if wines 
can be introduced at low prices, they will be soon very generally drank as substitutes for ardent spirits, 
and thus have a most salutary moral effect. 

Whether it is politic to reduce the duty on coffee I cannot, with confidence, determine. The price is 
so fluctuating in that article that it is difficult to ascertain whether the effect would be such as to afford 
it to the consumer, who it is intended to benefit, at a lower rate, taking a series of years, than has hitherto 
been the case under the present tariff. If the duty on tea is lowered, will it not be best to wait and 
ascertain the effect before the experiment is made of altering the duty on coffee? It is with deference 
that I hazard this opinion. 

Permit me to draw your attention to the duties on sugar. There is great difficulty in classing them 
to ascertain what is “brown” and what “white clayed,” under the tariff, as from “brown clayed” to 
“white clayed” the shades, as you well know, are infinite, and where to separate them, and say which 
should pay three cents and which four cents per pound, is impossible, so as to make the distinction 
palpable, known, and uniform in all the ports of importation. If the duty was averaged, and all sugars, 
other than loaf or lump, subjected to the same rate, or “all clayed” to form one class, and “all unclayed,” 
or raw, another, it would at once obviate the difficulty. The clayed may be put at 34, and the wnclayed, or 
raw, at 24, which would make the amount of duty rather more than at the present rates and classification. 

These remarks on sugars are merely intimations. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest esteem, your most obedient servant, 
H. A. 8. DEARBORN. 

Hon. Samvet Suirn. 





Extract of a letter from ———, dated Boston, December 29, 1825. 


“The subject on which you wrote to me is too interesting to reply fully without mature reflection. 

It is one interesting to me individually, as well as one of a community in which I feel great interest. 
The policy pursued by the East India Company, in throwing a supply of teas into Canada much beyond 
the wants of that colony, must be obvious. It is well known to the directors that for some years past 
both Upper and Lower Canada, with Nova Scotia, have been supplied with teas from the United States 
by illicit means, and that the only way of preventing the introduction from this side the border would be 
to make a direct fimportation. ‘The quantity imported is thought by those best informed on the subject 
to be much beyond the wants of Canada. The surplus will doubtless find its way to the States bordering 
upon the British possessions. To youI need not express my doubts of the practicability of preventing 
the introduction of valuable goods into our country upon so extensive a frontier line as that which divides 
the two countries. An army of douaniers would be necessary to do this effectually. The article need 
not be kept in the original package, which would lead to detection, but will find its way in all forms and 
shapes, and very much to the prejudice of the importer of the United States, direct from Canton. About 
15,000 quarter chests of teas, principally Twankay, corresponding nearly to our Hyson Skin, were imported 
the present year by the East India Company into Canada. Their wants may be, at the extent, 10,000 
quarter chests; the excess must, of course, find its way into our territory. From the manner in which all 
business is done by companies, it is probable the East India Company pay more for their teas at the 
market from whence they come than we pay in China; but the difference in duty between them and us is 
infinite, From the best information I can get, I am led to believe the average duty on the teas imported 
In the East India Company’s ships is about four pence per pound; how this compares with the duty levied 
here under the present tariff you can perceive. It so happens that I can give you facts in place of specu- 
lation, in answer to your inquiry as to the cost of tea in China. 

“Within a week two of our ships, the Nautilus and Duxbury, have arrived at this port, direct from 
Canton; they bring Imperial and Gunpowder, (which are nearly of the same quality, and subject to the 
same duty) Hyson, Souchong, and Congo teas. The Imperial and Gunpowder cost forty-two cents per 
pound, and pay fifty cents per pound duty, about 120 per cent. on the cost; Hyson costs thirty-seven cents 
per pound, and pays forty cents, or 110 per cent. on the cost; Souchong, fifteen and a half cents, and pays 
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twenty-five cents per pound, about 162 per cent. on the cost; and Congo about the same, say 170 per cent, 
Young Hyson is a favorite tea in this country, and although we have none in the above vessels, we have 
imported large quantities annually, which we have sent direct from China to Europe. The teas we have 
usually bought cost thirty and thirty-two cents per pound, although we have bought many thousand chests 
at twenty-four and twenty-six cents. Those teas, when imported here, pay forty cents per pound; and 
if we call the cost twenty-five cents, they pay as duty here 160 per cent. on the cost. Hyson Skin teas 
we have had shipped here from Canton as low as eighteen cents per pound; the usual price may be called 
twenty-one cents; they pay twenty-eight cents duty, or 1334 per cent. on cost. There are some other teas 
imported, but those mentioned compose the cargoes generally imported into this country. From the fore- 
going it would seem that although the first cost of the teas of the East India Company may be more 
originally, yet, that the difference between seven or eight cents per pound and what we pay enables the 
British importer to carry on the trade to our destruction, provided my premises are correct, that they will 
find their way into this country. As respects my establishment, we have made but few importations 
direct for some years past, having preferred the European market rather than to contend with our heavy 
duty, when nearly as good gross prices can be obtained abroad, and sales subject to much less duty. Our 
importation of teas for some years past has been from ten to twenty thousand quartey chests annually, 
which have been sold in Holland and Hamburg principally. There has been a strong prejudice existing 
against the China trade in this country, under the idea that specie was necessarily exported to procure 
cargoes from China. So far from this is the fact, in our case, that, although our importations have averaged 
more than a million of dollars annually, for several years, in the products of China, of which silks and 
nankins form a considerable portion, we have not shipped a Spanish dollar for the past three years to 
China. Our funds arise from the export of opium from Turkey, British goods from Great Britain, lead 
and quicksilver from Gibraltar, and the same articles, on a large scale, from Trieste. 

“The funds placed in those several countries arise either from merchandise shipped from China or 
this country, and bills of exchange; and I have great pleasure in stating that, with a view to ascertain 
the value and to give a chance of comparing our cottons with those of Great Britain, (I mean the 
sheetings and shirtings,) I have shipped considerable quantities of those manufactured here to China, 
Manila, Java, and to different ports in the Mediterranean, in Europe, as well as to Smyrna, Turkey. As 
far as we have returns we are satisfied we can compete with the manufactures of Great Britain in the 
more gross cotton fabrics. That there are dollars exported by many in the trade we are aware, but that 
the trade cannot be prosecuted successfully with specie alone recent events may be quoted as striking 
examples.” 

‘“‘My importations in the vessels now discharging cost about six hundred thousand dollars, about 
one-tenth part of which is in teas in small packages and calculated for exportation to the West Indies, 
Mediterranean, and French markets, nor do I believe that any considerable portion of them will remain 
in this country. The other parts of the cargo are composed of silks, nankins, spices, &c., which are also 
suited to foreign markets, and will be principally exported. I am decidedly of opinion that there would 
be a much greater quantity of goods of all sorts come into our ports did they, upon exportation, drawback 
the whole duty. Being once landed, many of them would be sold for home use, and this portion would, in 
my opinion, contribute more to the public treasury than does the per centum retained in the custom-house 
upon re-exportation. The heavy duty on nankins may be necessary for the encouragement of our cotton 
fabrics, but that there would be more revenue from silks was the duty lighter I have no doubt. My own 
importations are confined principally to such goods as can be exported with advantage to the West Indies, 
South America, the Brazils, and Mediterranean, as China silks cannot be imported for home sale to 
advantage under the discriminating duty between the goods which come from Europe and those which 
come from beyond the Cape of Good Hope. Great Britain, seeing this discrimination between silks from 
India and Europe, reduced the duty on raw silk from 5s. 6d. sterling per pound to six pence, and thus 
enables her manufacturers to drive us out of the market. Even France, with the aid of the discrimination, 
cannot carry on the silk trade to advantage, and our importers from thence complain of losing money in 
the trade. I omitted to mention that China cargoes are composed at times, and extensively too, of 
articles the growth of our country. Ginseng is sent toa great amount. Furs frequently make a com- 
ponent part of cargoes; and should cottons get down to ten or eleven cents, the China market would 
take off a great amount in them. 

“JT have thus told you a long story, and fear you will repent, from the length of my reply, of having 
made the inquiry of me. You may remember that some years since I had the pleasure to correspond 
with you in relation to the tea duty. I then thought, as Ido now, that all black teas should pay the 
same duty. That there have been large importations of teas, other than Bohea, introduced under that 
name into the country I have good reason to believe. The duty on Bohea is twelve cents, that of all 
other black teas twenty-five cents. Our population has become too nice to drink Bohea tea, and but very 
little real Bohea tea comes to market. I have imported none for six or seven years past. The best way 
of preventing this fraud upon the revenue is, in my opinion, to put all black teas on the same footing and 
tax them alike. Although Hyson tea costs more than Young Hyson, yet, as the taste of the people is in 
favor of the latter, I think they should pay the same duty. . Imperial and Gunpowder, being more articles 
of use by the luxurious, should be made to pay more than other teas, I have no doubt. What that should 
be, according to my ideas, as well as the duty on other teas, shall be the subject of another letter.” 





Boston, December 30, 1825. 


Dear Sir: I had the pleasure yesterday, and, as I promised, and at your request, I venture to suggest 
for your consideration the alteration below as the duty on teas: 
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By the present tariff the average on tea is 353 cents per pound. By the tariff I propose, 274; which 
js about 23 per cent. reduction. I am persuaded that, at the above rate of duty, as much or more duty 
would accrue to Government. 

The above is suggested independently of the call there is upon the Government to so lower the duty 
as to prevent the China East India Company from supplying our market with teas, they paying 8 cents per 
pound, and, at the reduced rate I propose, we paying 27 cents. I have found leisure, during a stormy day, 
to write to Mr. Lloyd on the subject of teas, though I may have omitted some of the suggestions made to 
you in my letter of yesterday. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. H. PERKINS. 

Hon. Samven Swiru. 





Custom-Hovse, Lubec, January 5, 1826. 


Dear Sir: I received your letter of the 21st ultimo on the evening of the 30th, in which you propose 
the following inquiries, viz: 

1. Will not the act of Parliament of July 5, 1825, make the North American Provinces a depot from 
whence their teas will be smuggled into the United States ? 

2. What measures can be adopted to prevent it ? 

3. What are now the relative prices of teas between your port and the Provinces ? 

4. Should the duties on tea be diminished, and to what amount ? 

5. If the privilege of the East India Company should materially reduce the price of teas in the 
Provinces below ours, can any effectual method be devised to prevent their being smuggled, and what? 

The subject of your letter is one on which I have been heretofore led to think considerably, in conse- 
quence of a former act of Parliament relative to supplying the British Provinces with tea direct from 
China; and when I was in Washing'ton, last winter, I submitted to the Hon. Mr. Crawford, by his particular 
request, a written statement, touching the danger of smuggling teas into the United States in consequence 
of that act, in which I expressed my belief that no such danger existed. 

Having, since the reception of your letter, carefully perused the act of Parliament to which you 
allude, and having, as fully as the time would permit, considered its probable effect, I feel prepared to 
answer your several inquiries with as much confidence as should, perhaps, be expressed on a subject 
which is necessarily involved in such a degree of uncertainty as belongs to all calculations with regard 
to future events. I will also add, that, for your greater satisfaction, as soon as I received your letter, I 
lost no time in making application to a number of individuals of the first standing for respectability and 
intelligence, requesting them to favor me with the information which they possessed touching the subject 
in question, and their views and opinions relating thereunto. Their several statements, in detail, I take 
the liberty to enclose. 

With regard to the first inquiry, it is my conviction and belief that the aforesaid act of Parliament 
will not make the British Provinces a depot from whence teas will be smuggled into the United States. 

An answer to the second question seems to be rendered unnecessary, in consequence of the reply 
which I have given to the first. 

To the third question I reply, that Souchong tea, the only kind used in New Brunswick and Nova 
Scotia, is worth seventy-five cents by the chest, on the English side, and sixty cents, or thereabouts, on 
the American side. It is sometimes sold for cash, at fifty-five cents per pound. 

In answer to the fourth question, I feel free to express my full persuasion that the interests of trade 
and the safety of the revenue will not require the duty on tea to be diminished. It is even doubtful 
whether a small reduction of duty would lower the price, and whether the trade itself would be benefitted 
if the duty should be reduced. If, however, it should be considered an object so to alter the duty as to 
effect a decided reduction of the price, in order to make the article come cheaper to the citizens of the 
United States, agreeable to the recommendation of the Hon. Secretary of the Treasury, this reduction 
must produce one beneficial effect, namely, it would lessen the temptation to defraud the revenue by means 
of debentures. 

The fifth inquiry may be answered by observing, that the best means of preventing the smuggling of 
tea into the United States from the British Provinces, should the project ever be attempted, would be the 
same which are required at the present moment to prevent the smuggling of rum and other articles on the 
frontiers. Indeed, I may add that the protection of the revenue and the interests of the honest trader 
loudly demand the immediate adoption of these measures. . 

The first measure which I beg leave, with great confidence, to recommend, is an act requiring the 
entering and clearing of all coasting vessels, in all cases whatsoever, when arriving at or departing 
from a frontier district. 

With equal confidence may also be urged the passage of a law such as passed the Senate the last 
session in relation to small seizures. It now requires an expense of more than sixty dollars to procure 
the condemnation of a seizure amounting to the value of no more than five dollars in cases where no 
defence is set up. 

Justice and policy require that a remedy be applied without delay to this intolerable evil—an evil 
equally deleterious to the revenue as it is unjust to the officers of the customs. 

Some further provisions are also necessary, relative to the marking of tea chests, and to prevent the 
use of false certificates, and to cause the present laws in relation thereunto to be more strictly observed. 
This precaution, at present, relates exclusively to debenture teas, which, under the pretence of being 
actually exported, are often relanded in the United States duty free, the debenture bonds being cancelled 
on the production of forged certificates. I may add, indeed, as a matter of great importance, that the 
laws in relation to debentures require to be better guarded, to prevent extensive and wholesale frauds on 
the revenue. 

Very respectfully, I have the honor to remain, dear sir, your obedient servant, 
STEPHEN THACHER. 

Hon. Jonn Houses. 
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Portianp, December 29, 1825. 


Dear Sm: I duly received your letter of the 21st instant, making some inquiries in relation to the 
probable effect that the importation of teas into the British American colonies, free of duty, may have on 
our revenue, and on the importers of the article into the United States; what measures can be adopted 
to prevent the article from being smuggled into the States, and whether the duties on teas should be 
diminished. as ; ’ , ? —S 

The importation of teas into the British American colonies, free of duties, will of course diminish the 
price of the article in the colonies; but it is believed that teas cannot be deposited there, and then sold at 
prices that will make it an object for the unprincipled part of the community to purchase for the purpose 
of smuggling into the United States. ; — 

Should attempts be made to smuggle those teas into the United States, it will require more particular 

inspection by the officers of the cutters, and by other officers of the customs, of vessels and boats from 
the colonies, and from our frontier districts; possibly it may be necessary for further restrictions to the 
coasting trade, making it incumbent on the masters of vessels bound to and from the frontier district, 
either with or without cargoes, to clear and enter at the custom-houses; and it may also require an act 
of Congress making it penal on all vessels found hovering on the coast, particularly off the frontier 
district. 
The price of teas, say Souchong, now the most generally used, is, with us, about 53 cents, and at St, 
John’s, New Brunswick, is about 75 cents per pound. Teas have declined in the price at St. John’s, and, 
should they be imported into the colonies free of duties, we believe the price will further decline, but not 
so low as to affect materially the regular importations from the East Indies into the United States, but 
will stop the smuggling of the article into the colonies from the United States, formerly carried on to a 
very considerable extent. : : 

Changes in the tariff often embarrass both the importer and the dealers in the articles on which the 
duties are altered; on this, as well as on other accounts, it would be desirable that no alteration be made, 
unless very urgent necessity require it. 

The British, by making their colonies depots for teas free of duty, will not, in my opinion, require a 
change in our tariff, with a view to protect our merchants in their East India trade; as the smuggling 
into the United States from the colonies cannot be so successfully prosecuted as to prejudice the fair 
dealers in the article. I therefore believe that it will not be necessary to diminish the duties on teas. 

I am just informed by a gentleman from Montreal, a merchant doing business there, that the prices 
of teas were something higher at this time at Montreal than in the United States, and that, in his 
opinion, they could not be imported and sold there at prices that would make it an object to smuggle 
them into the United States. 

I am, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
ISAAC ILSLEY. 


Hon. Jonn Hormes, Senator in Congress, Washington City. 
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RESTITUTION OF PROPERTY FORFEITED UNDER THE NON-IMPORTATION ACT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 6, 1826. 


Mr. Ssnrn, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the memorial of William Dixon and 
James Dickson, reported: 


That William Dixon, a British subject, and James Dickson, a citizen of the United States, lately 
co-partners, and trading at Liverpool, under the firm of William Dickson & Co., and in Savannah, under 
the firm of James Dickson & Co., state in their memorial— 

That in the month of July, 1812, after the repeal of the British orders in council, and with the 
fullest confidence that thereupon the restrictive measures of the United States would instantly cease, and 
a free and amicable commercial intercourse between the two countries be restored, a confidence which 
was encouraged and sustained by the opinions and representations of the public agents of the United 
States in Great Britain, most of the American houses there made large shipments of goods to the United 
States. That, among others, the house of William Dixon & Co. shipped to the house of James Dickson 
& Co. an invoice of goods, amounting to £21,547 16s. Td. sterling. That the said shipment was an 
investment of the proceeds of produce before that time consigned by the house in Savannah to the house 
in Liverpool, was less in amount than the share or interest of James Dickson in the joint funds of the 
concern, which were then in England, and was intended as a transfer of the funds really belonging to 
James Dickson from England to the United States. That, at the time of the said shipment, the house in 
Liverpool was very largely indebted to the house in Savannah, and the debts of the concern in the United 
States, for which, during the continuance of hostilities, James Dickson was alone responsible, amounted 
to upwards of £12,000 sterling. 

That the said goods were shipped in the American ship Thomas Gibbons, and that the said vessel 
proceeding directly for the port of her destination, off Tybee island, within a few hours’ sail of said port, 
was captured by the privateer Atas as prize of war, carried into Savannah, and there libelled by the 
captors. That on entering the said port the Thomas Gibbons and her cargo were also libelled by the 
Collector of Savannah for an alleged breach of the non-importation act. That the Collector was willing 
to relinquish the vessel and cargo to the owners on their giving bonds to be subject to such legislative 
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or judicial proceedings as the Government should subsequently direct against all property so situated 
which the owners were willing to give, but that this measure was objected to by the captors on the 
ground that the property was prize of war, and consequently that no bonds were given. 

That the libel of the captors was subsequently dismissed, on appeal, by the Supreme Court of the 
United States. That such proceedings were had on the libel of the Collector that one moiety of the 
goods was delivered to James Dickson, while the other moiety was retained by the officers and ultimately 
condemned for a breach of the non-importation act—the right to petition the Secretary of the Treasury 
having been denied to William Dixon by the District Judge. 

The petitioners state that their case is a solitary one. That other aliens having goods on board of 
the same vessel have had the forfeitures of such goods remitted. It is shown to the committee that the 
Supreme Court of the United States dismissed the libel of the captors, declaring that the shipment 
appeared to have been made in good faith and under a reasonable presumption that the repeal of the orders 
in council would produce a suspension of hostilities, and, consequently, that the merchandise on board, 
whether American or British property, was equally protected from capture, and that the same Court have 
also decided that the municipal forfeiture under the non-intercuurse act was absorbed in the more general 
operation of the laws of war. 

It is strongly urged by the memorialists that, even considering this as enemy’s property found 
within the United States during the war, still, as it was brought in in good faith and under the protection 
of the authorities of the United States, they were at least entitled to a reasonable time for its removal, 
and that if such allowance had not been given, yet it could not have been subjected to forfeiture but by 
express statutory regulation. That the treaty of 1794 with Great Britain allowed twelve months for this 
purpose, and that the act of 1798, concerning alien enemies, contains provisions which are similar in 
principle; that, although laws may change and treaties terminate, humanity does, and national hospitality 
ought to, remain the same. 

It is, moreover, urged by the American partner that from the state of the accounts, of which proof is 
furnished, that these goods were, in equity and in fact, on their arrival in the United States, his sole 
property, and that he ought to be considered in the light of an American citizen, who in good faith and 
on the earliest knowledge of the war was withdrawing his property from the enemy’s country. That no 
law forbade the formation of a partnership with a British subject in time of peace. That, as by the terms 
of the said partnership all losses were to be equally divided, whatever is inflicted on one is sustained 
also by the other; and that if a portion of this property is to be forfeited because of the interest of 
William Dixon in the concern, James Dickson is deprived of that protection which is afforded to every 
other American citizen, and is punished for an act which was neither forbidden by the laws nor inconsistent 
with the policy of the United States. 

That this shipment, known to be American property, was not subjected to forfeiture in Great Britain, 
and was protected by the separate acts of that Government and of this in its transit across the ocean; 
that, having been spared by his enemies, it was seized by his friends, and this, too, after they (the latter) 
had held out to it a delusive protection. 

The committee forbear to recapitulate the various other strong grounds which are urged by the 
petitioners who appeal to the justice and liberality of Congress and to the honor of the nation for a 
restitution of the proceeds of this property, or at least of that part of it which passed into the Treasury 
of the United States. 

The committee have considered the petition and documents. They think, in perfect accordance with 
the Supreme Court, that the shipment of the petitioners was made in good faith, with the strongest 
presumption, founded on the repeal of the orders in council and fortified by the opinion of the United 
States agent, that the non-importation act would cease and that peace would be restored. Concurring in 
opinion with the Supreme Court, the committee do not consider that this property was liable to forfeiture 
under the non-importation act, nor as prize of war, nor under the general belligerent rights of war. They 
consider it as having been confided to the honor and taken under the protection of the United States; 
and they believe that, on the state of facts made out by the petitioners, it was entitled to that 
protection on the soundest principles of law and the most obvious dictates of policy. They regret that 
the rule uniformly adopted prevents them from advising a full restitution of the property, and therefore 
find themselves compelled to limit their recommendation to the restoration of the amount paid into the 
Treasury; for which purpose they report a bill. 
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CHANGE OF REVENUE LAWS IN FAVOR OF SPANISH PORTS IN NORTH AND SOUTH 
AMERICA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 6, 1826. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 


The memorial of the New York Chamber of Commerce respectfully represents: 

That the trade which has for some years past and is now carried on from different parts of the United 
States to the Spanish ports in North and South America, especially on this side of the continent, is of 
immense importance to the commerce, navigation, manufactures, and revenue of the Union, and that it 
moreover has the happy tendency to promote feelings of friendship and good understanding between 
nations who have emancipated themselves from European subjection, who have adopted free institutions 
of government, and who have in some essential points of view a common interest. : 
This trade is carried on to a considerable extent with assorted cargoes, composed partly of articles 
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which are imported from foreign countries into this country, and which our laws permit to be exported 
with the benefit of drawback; partly of goods manufactured in the United States, and partly of the 
growth of our soil and the production of our fisheries. It appears to be essential to the existence of this 
trade that shipments to Spanish ports on the eastern side of this continent should consist of a great 
variety of articles. The absence of almost every kind of manufactory there, the location of their settle- 
ments, and the nature of their country demand it. Those ports which border on the sea are principally 
low and unhealthy; the large cities and the great mass of population are to be found in the interior, and 
can be approached only by roads leading over high mountains, and which rarely admit the use of carriages; 
their supplies are therefore, to a considerable degree, transported on the backs of mules and in small and 
light packages. The vicinity of some of these countries to the United States and the facilities afforded 
by our export laws have, together with the activity and enterprise of our merchants, hitherto given us a 
decided advantage in this important branch of commerce. The distance is less; smaller and cheaper 
vessels can be used than would answer for a direct trade with Europe; and cargoes may easily be made 
up in our ports adapted to the wants of the Spanish inhabitants, and sold to them on moderate terms, as 
the import duties are principally returhed on goods exported to foreign countries. 

The advantages which have been derived from our export laws, and vicinity to many of the Spanish 
ports, in the prosecution of this great branch of American trade, have not escaped the notice of other 
nations. They seem particularly to have attracted the attention of the British Government; and the very 
able and sagacious ministers who now compose its administration appear not only to have formed a high 
estimate of the value of this commerce and a strong desire to participate in it more fully than they have 
hitherto done, but even a hope to withdraw it from us and cause it to centre in their own hands. 

During the last session of the British Parliament a law was passed “to regulate the trade of the 
British possessions. abroad,” materially altering the colonial system so long established and so tenaciously 
adhered to by that Government. It is not necessary to the object of your memorialists to notice any 
part of that law or its numerous provisions, excepting those parts which appear calculated to affect. the 
American trade to Spanish ports; and they do not notice these with a spirit of enmity or censure. That 
nation has an undoubted right to alter its commercial regulations at its pleasure, and to invite to its 
ports a trade which has been enjoyed by others. If this is done by an abandonment of restrictions and 
an increased freedom of commercial law, the effect can be countervailed on the part of other nations by a 
policy still more liberal and enlightened. 

This law establishes a number of free warehousing ports in the British colonies, among which is the 
port of Kingston, in Jamaica. It empowers the King to add to the number of these ports, and authorizes 
the importation into them of every article which can legally be imported from any foreign country, and 
enacts that they be warehoused without the payment of duty, and that they may be exported within two 
years, subject only to warehouse rent; and it further authorizes the proprietor of warehoused goods, 
under the direction of the Collector or Controller, “to sort, separate, and pack, and repack any such 
goods, and to make such lawful alterations therein and arrangements and assortments thereof as may be 
necessary for the preservation of such goods, or in order to the sale, shipment, or legal disposal of the 
same.” ‘The law also contains a table of goods the importation of which is restricted or prohibited from 
foreign countries; the number is few, and consists principally of such articles as may be advantageously 
imported from Great Britain. 

Your memorialists particularly entreat the attention of your honorable body to the prominent points 
embraced by this law: 

1. It declares that Kingston, a port peculiarly convenient for the Spanish trade, shall be a free 
warehousing port. 

2. That all goods which may be legally imported may be warchoused free of duty. 

3. That all such goods may be exported at any time within two years after being warehoused, free of 
expense, excepting rent; and the Collector and Controller are authorized to allow further time if they 
shall see fit. 

4. And to make up assortments suitable for a market, it allows packages to be separated, and goods 
to be sorted and put into other packages. 

The facilities which these regulations will give to the British commerce with the Spanish ports are 
so great that the effect cannot but be injurious to the commerce which we have prosecuted with them, 
unless they are met at the outset by regulations on our part which will give further facilities to the 
export trade of the United States. 

In order to preserve unimpaired so important a branch of our foreign commerce, and one so intimately 
connected with the great interests of the nation, your memorialists are of opinion that several altera- 
tions ought to be made in the laws regulating imports and exports, and which they believe will, if adopted, 
give facilities to the exporters from this country equai to those which, by the new regulations of the 
British Government, are given to the subjects who export from free warehousing ports, and enable our 
citizens in future to compete on equal terms in a trade which they have heretofore enjoyed with so much 
benefit to the country and themselves. 

The alterations which your memorialists respectfully recommend are the following: 

1. That the benefit of drawback be extended to two years. 

2. That only one per cent. of the duties on goods exported be retained. 

3. That debentures be issued where the duty on goods exported is twenty dollars and upwards. 

4. That the importation of spirituous liquors be permitted in casks of the capacity of not less than 
fifteen gallons. 

5. That spirituous liquors imported in such casks as the law authorizes, and deposited in the public 
stores, may be drawn into smaller vessels and exported for the benefit of drawback, under such regula- 
tions as may be deemed safe to the revenue. 

And your memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

Py order of the New York Chamber of Commerce. 
W. BAYARD, President. 
Attest: 
Jno. Prvrarp, Secretary. 
New York, February 2, 1326. 
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ON THE STATE OF THE FINANCES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 6, 1826. 


Mr. McLane, of Delaware, from the Committee of Ways and Means, to whom has been referred the report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, of December 22, 1825, on the state of the finances, submitted the 
following report: 


That they have considered the said report of the Secretary of the Treasury, and also the state of the 
public debt, and the expenditures, with a view as well to ascertain the means of the Treasury as the 
best mode of applying those means to the payment of the public debt. 

Of the public debt, besides the three per cent. stock, amounting to $13,296,231 41, and the subscrip- 
tion of $7,000,000, in the Bank of the United States, redeemable at the pleasure of the Government, thete 
will be reimbursable at any time after December 31, 1825, $16,270,797 24; December 31, 1826, 
$13,096,542 90; December 31, 1827, $9,490,099 10 of the six per cents. 

Of these sums, the attention of the committee has been particularly called by the annual 





report to the debt reimbursable in 1826, amounting to ...... ...... 0. cece eee eee $16,270,797 24 
Add That POMMDUNERITS Th TORT, GOUT TO ooo onc cece ccc rccncesensececccecces 13,096,542 90 
eT ee re ee re 29,367,340 14 








The amount applicable to this debt consists, first, of the annual appropriation to the Sinking Fund, 
of $10,000,000, and, second, of such surplus as is authorized by the act of March 3, 1817, to be applied to 
the same object, and may be stated, for the present purpose, as follows: 

1. The annual appropriation to the Sinking Fund of ...... ...... cece cece eee ee eens $10,000,000 00 
From this must be deducted the amount required for the interest on the public debt, 

according to the practice ordinarily adopted at the Treasury, which, upon the suppo- 

sition that the residue of the loan of seven and a half millions, of 1813, amounting 

to $5,035,549 16, may be paid off by the Ist day of July, 1826, and of which it is 





believed there can be no doubt, will amount to the sum of....................0205 3,940,659 31 
Leaving of the $10,000,000, applicable to the principal of the debt, the sum of.......... 6,059,340 69 








By the fourth section of the act of March 3, 1817, entitled “An act to provide for the redemption of 
the public debt,” it is enacted as follows: 

“That after the year 1817, whenever there shall be at any time after an adjournment of Congress, in 
any year, a surplus of money in the Treasury, above the sums appropriated for the service of such year, 
the payment of which to the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund will yet leave in the Treasury, at the 
end of the year, a balance equal to two millions of dollars, then such surplus shall be, and the same is 
hereby, appropriated to the Sinking Fund, to be paid at such times as the situation of the Treasury will 
best permit, and shall be applied, by the Commissioners thereof, to the purchase or redemption of the 
public debt.” 

The committee consider this section as authorizing the application to the Sinking Fund of only such 
surplus as may remain beyond the actual appropriations, and which, though not paid in the year for which 
they were granted, are liable to be demanded at any time within two years after the appropriations 
respectively. In this view, the balances of unexpended appropriations cannot be considered as any part 
of the means of the Treasury applicable to the public debt. Therefore, though the sum of $3,500,000, 
being the balances of unexpended appropriations of 1825, was in the Treasury on the Ist of January, 
1826, it will probably be expended in the course of the year; and though the like sum should remain in 
the Treasury on the Ist of January, 1827, yet, being of the appropriations of 1826, would, for that reason, 
be inapplicable to the Sinking Fund, under the section already recited. 

In ascertaining the amount of the surplus which upon these principles may be applied to the Sinking 
Fund in the year 1826, there must be deducted from the sum stated by the annual report to be in the 


Treasury on the Ist of January, 1826, amounting to ............ cece cece cece eeees $5,284,061 78 
1. The balances of unexpended appropriations ...........0eeeeeeeeees $3,500,000 00 
i ee Se Is ied os nea xv eaee eRe WORME Rd eee eedanens 1,000,000 00 





4,500,000 00 





Leaving in the Treasury on the 1st of January, 1826, a surplus of ................005- 784,061 78 
To this sum must be added— 
1. The amount of the annual appropriation to the Sinking Fund applicable to the principal 








OR GUE, Gi GCS MINPWR, GITRMEINES WO ie a5 5 5 0.5. 5 0.5 ec cries ce cecccccenecccccccces 6,059,341 69 
2. The surplus estimated by the Secretary of the Treasury to be in the Treasury on the . 

31st of December, 1826, after deducting the $2,000,000 reserved by the act of 1817.. 2,915,269 98 
Making an aggregate, applicable to the principal of the public debt during the year 1826, 

Ne RE ee ee eee eT Pent Terry TT Tee Tee PTT Ere e rT ree 9,758,673 45 
Which being deducted from the amount of debt reimbursable in that year of........... 16,270,797 24 
Rave & Wales Ol tak Gok CapOIN OE o.oo oss cna ness scaedvenecereccserensens 6,512,123 79 








Which is less by about $2,487,876 21 than the estimate of the Secretary of the Treasury. 
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Upon similar principles of calculation, the surplus applicable to the $13,096,542 90 reimbursable in 
1827 may be shown as follows: 





























From the annual appropriation to the Sinking Fund of .........-...-..0eeeeeee ee eee $10,000,000 00 
Deduct the amount requisite for the interest ‘of the debt not paid in 1826, being pe 3,658,406 46 
Leaves of the same fund applicable to the principal of the debt the sum of............. 6,341,593 54 
To which must be added the surplus estimated by the Secretary of the Treasury to be in 

the Treasury on the Sist of December, 1827, Of... 2.2. ..2..0 0. cacsecsccsvessecss 4,915,269 98 
OCTET CCC NTE RTT E ETE C TCT TERETE EEE Tee 11,256,863 52 
Which sum being deducted from the debt redeemable in 1827 of ........... 2. e eee eee 13,096,542 90 
ee nO NE os kip oc ccned dns eta hoe Sa Sesh Op eRE ERSTE DC SEERC 1,839,679 38 
Which is less by $4,160,330 62 than that estimated by the Secretary of the Treasury; in 

other words, from the amount of debt reimbursable in 1826 and 1827 of............ 29,267,340 14 

Deduct, as exhibited by the committee— 

1. The surplus i in the Treasury on the Ist of January, 1826............ $784,061 78 
For 1826.—2. The amount of Sinking Fund applicable to the principal. . 6,059,341 69 
3. Surplus in the Treasury under “aS. ee 2,915,269 98 
For 1827.—1. Amount of Sinking Fund applicable to principal......... 6,341,593 54 
2. Surplus in the Treasury under law of 1817......sccceeeeeccccccees 4,915,269 98 
PE ee TCT TET TOE PETC PE ET ORCC TT LTC Tee er ree 21,015,836 97 
And there will remain a balance of those two years, for which the means of the Treasury 

for the same years are inadequate, Of.............2sc.cesscesccces pica haere wrsae 8,351,803 17 
The estimate of the Secretary of the Treasury shows a balance of the debt of the year 

0 SR Se) ee ee ee eee eee eee eres eee ee 9,000,000 00 
And of the year 1827 of.......... Li Seee BORN eA TER ke eR i OKA OER R hE SEES 6,000,000 00 
in ke awh Sey Hee hoes RATNER CAL ie ¥ ERE OWORD 15,000,000 00 





Being more than that exhibited by the committee of.............0.. cece cece eee ee eees 6,648,196 83 








This difference arises, it is presumed, by the committee having added to the annual appropriation of 
the Sinking Fund the surplus, pursuant to the law of 1817. 

For whatever balance of the debt that may remain in the years 1826 and 1827, to the payment 
whereof in those years the means of the Treasury may be inadequate, the Secretary recommends a loan 
of $9,000,000 in 1826, and of $6,000,000 in 1827, at a rate of interest not exceeding five per cent., reimburs- 
able in equal roportions in the years 1829 and 1830; and the inducement to this arrangement on the part 
of the Government would be any saving which might be made in the difference of interest between the 
rate of five and six per cent. 

If the estimate submitted by the committee be correct, the saving to the Government would scarcely 
justify any attempt, in the present embarrassed state of the money market, to change the stock to the 
prejudice of the stockholders. 

But for the purpose of a more satisfactory illustration of the subject, the subsequent remarks of this 
report will take the assumption of the Secretary of the Treasury to be correct, and will suppose that, if it 
be expedient to authorize a loan or exchange, it should be for $9,000,000 in the year 1826, and $6,000,000 
in the year 1827 

A similar recommendation was heretofore made and partially adopted by Congress in the several acts 
of 1820, 1822, 1824, and 1825. 

At those periods the state of the Treasury and of the public debt were different; the saving to the 
Government was an object of greater importance, the inducement to the stockholders more flattering, and 
the probability of effecting a loan or exchange upon the terms proposed more reasonable. The committee 
have considered the subject in reference to the existing state of things with all the respect due to the 
head of the Treasury Department. 

This proposition of a loan or exchange of stock, bearing an interest of five per centum, proceeds upon 
the supposition that the character of the several loans by which the six per cent. stocks have been created 
does not admit of partial payments, and that no part of one loan can be paid until the means of the 
Treasury are adequate to pay the whole; that, by this means, the debt may be distributed more equally 
in those years in which, upon this principle, no loan is reimbursable; that it would lessen the amount of 
expenditure on account of interest, and guard against the possible accumulation of money in the Treasury 
in those years in which it has been supposed it could not be applied to the reduction of the debt. 

Frequent changes in the public stocks, affecting their value and character, are, in general, inexpe- 
dient; to be justifie d principally by the financial exigencies of the country, and a ereat reduction in the 

value of money. 

Though the present state of the national finances may not be adequate to the entire discharge of the 
public debt as soon as the Government shall acquire the right to redeem it, a new loan would not substan- 
tially vary their condition by continuing the same debt in a different form and at a less rate of interest. 
The nature of the stipulation for a period before which the stock cannot be redeemed is for the advantage 
of the creditor. The right of the Government is, to pay it at any time at its pleasure after that period; 
so that, in fact, the debt is not due until it is the pleasure of the Government to discharge it. In this 
situation are all the existing six per cents; and as long as the terms of these stocks remain unchanged, 
the time of payment is limited, after the respective periods of their reimbursement, only by the conve- 
nience of the Treasury, and may be paid in any one year, or in more years than one, according to the 
pleasure of the United States. The advantage of throwing any portion of the debt upon any particular 
year, by a new loan, would not be nominal merely, or even convenient to the Government; but, as the 
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eriod of reimbursement would necessarily be prolonged, in order to reduce the rate of interest, the 
United States would have less discretion in this respect than they now have. 

From the best information the committee have been able to acquire, the present is believed to be an 
unfavorable time to exchange stock, or to procure new loans on reasonable terms, The embarrassments 
in the money market, both in the United States and Europe, are of a very serious character, and likely to 
increase, rather than diminish, for some time to come. If the act of the last session, in a comparatively 
prosperous state of the country, failed of its object, it is not probable that an addition of one half per 
cent. in the rate of interest would, in the present condition of things, produce a better result. The com- 
mittee do not believe a loan or exchange could be effected at an interest of five per centum, redeemable 
in 1829 and 1830; and a loan at an interest of five and a half per centum would be productive of little, 
if any, advantage. 

If these stocks cannot be partially paid, or if no part of a loan can be reimbursed until the means 
of the Treasury are adequate to discharge the whole, then the inconvenience of an accumulation of money 
in the Treasury will exist, and there will be an advantage in a new loan or exchange of stock, bearing a 
reduced rate of interest, redeemable at those periods when the means of the Treasury may be beneficially 
applied. But, in the opinion of the committee, partial payments of any part or the whole of the six per 
cent. stocks are admissible and expedient. 

The right of paying off the whole or any part of these stocks, at the pleasure of the Government, 
at any time after they become reimbursable, is expressly reserved by the several acts of Congress and 
the proposals by which the subscriptions were authorized; the proposals for the loans of 1813 varying 
from the others only in requiring that in any reimbursement of such loan the whole stock owned by any 
one individual on the last day of December, 1825, shall be paid. 

In the instance of the converted or exchanged six per cent. stock of 1807, the expedient of partial 
payments was resorted to in the years 1809, 1810, 1811, and 1812, and the portions to be paid were desig- 
nated by lottery, in the manner stated in the memorandum from the office of the Register, marked A, 
herewith submitted. 

The various modes of paying off the public debt, reimbursable at the pleasure of the Government, 
may be stated as follows: ; 

1. By paying the whele of any loan whenever the means of the Treasury may be adequate to its 
entire discharge. 

This operation would necessarily lead to the accumulation of large sums in the Treasury, increase 
the expenditure on account of interest, and is the mode ordinarily adopted. 

2. By a new loan or exchange of stock reimbursable at a period sufficiently remote to make it advan- 
tageous to the lender to reduce the interest. 

3. By applying the means of the Treasury, including the surplus appropriated by the act of the 3d of 
March, 1817, at the end of each quarter, to the payment of so much of the debt as can be discharged by 
such surplus, and as shall be designated at the Treasury by lottery or otherwise. 

In the opinion of the committee there can be no doubt that all the six per cent. stocks of the United 
States may be redeemed by either of the above modes in the course of the year 1829, and by either the 
first or third mode sooner than by the second, especially as by the terms of the new loan the stock thereby 
created could not be reimbursed before January 1, 1830. 

The particular operation of these several modes, as it respects the state of the finances, of the public 
debt, and the time and manner of its redemption, will be exhibited in the following statements, corre- 
spondingly numbered. 

In each of these statements the surplus in the Treasury, of 1826, is taken to be $5,000,000, instead 
of $4,915,269 98, as estimated by the Secretary, which, though they believe it will be more, the committee 
assume for the present, for the sake of round numbers. 

Although all calculations extended so much in detail are more or less liable to numerical error, it is 
believed that those contained in this report are not so inaccurate as materially to vary the results which 
they present. 


No. l. 


Statement showing the periods at which the six per cents may be redeemed, supposing the means of the Treasury 
applicable to the payment of the jpublic debt to be the same during the years 1827, 1828, and 1829, as esti- 
mated by the Secretary of the Treasury for the year 1826; also the amount of interest paid quarterly during 
such redemption; and likewise the balance in the Treasury at the close of each quarter. In this statement, as 
well as in the statement No. 2, the means of the Treasury are not applied to the payment of a portion of any 
loan then reimbursable, but are reserved until they are adequate to the reimbursement of the whole of such 
loan, leaving about two millions of dollars in the Treasury. 


According to the last annual report of the Secretary of the Treasury, the 
balance in the Treasury on the 1st of January, 1826, was estimated at $5,284,061 78 








_ Of which there would be required for unsatisfied appropriations......... 3,500,000 00 
ee ee ee a ee 1,784,061 78 
Of this surplus, however, he estimated as not effective about........... 1,000,000 00 
Leaving a surplus available for 1626 Of ........ «2 ......000 csavnessccccccsesseccces $784,061 78 


This sum, together with the sum estimated by the Secretary in the expenditures of the 
year 1826, as the expenditure on account of the public debt, (viz: $10,000,000,) and 
together with the amount of the surplus revenue of that year, (viz: $4,915,269 98, 
say $5,000,000,) will therefore be considered as the amount applicable to the public 
debt. For the first quarter of the year 1826 may accordingly be added one-fourth of 





the sum estimated by the Secretary as the expenditure for the debt, being.......... 2,500,000 00 
And one-fourth of the estimated surplus of the year. ......... ec cece cece eee eee eens 1,250,000 00 
Making the amount disposable for the debt on the Ist of April, 1826................... 4,534,061 78 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day.............060e eee eee 1,022,931 82 





And there will remain a balance towards the next quarter Of...........2 eee eee eeeeees 3,511,129 96 
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Brought forward............ $3,511,129 96 
For the second quarter of the year 1826 may be added, as in the first quarter.......... 3,750,000 00 
Making the amount disposable for the debt on the Ist of July, 1826................... 7,261,129 96 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, PPR OD THOE GRY, GE. ons i isekcsscavenes 1,022,931 89 
And there will remain a balance Of...........-.. 2s eee ee sees eee eee e eee cece cece 6,238,198 14 
Consequently, on the Ist of July, 1826, may be redeemed of the six per cents of 1813 the 
residue of the seven and a half million loan, amounting to..................0008- 5,035,599 16 
Leaving a balance towards the next quarter eae Sinica ibe eS RWC REED BAG 1,202,598 98 
For the third quarter of 1826 may be added, as before............0. ccc ee eee eee eens 3,750,000 00 
Making the amount disposable for the debt on the Ist of October, 1826................ 4,952,598 98 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day.............. ce eee eee 947,397 84 
And there will remain a balance towards the next quarter Of. ......... cc. eee eee eeees 4,005,201 14 
For the fourth quarter of 1826 may be added, as before.............. cece eceseccenes 3,750,000 00 
Making the amount disposable for the debt on the Ist of January, 1827................ 7,755,201 14 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day................ ce eeeee 947,397 84 
And there will remain a balance towards the next quarter of............... eee ee eens 6,807,803 30 
For the first quarter of 1827 may be added, as before. ............ccccccccccncccccces 3,750,000 00 
Making the amount disposable for the debt on the Ist ef April, 1827................06. 10,557,803 30 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day............eeeeeeeeeee 947,397 84 
And there will remain a balance towards the next quarter of............. eee eee eee 9,610,405 46 
Pe es EE MEEET OF TEs BEG, OE TOTO. 5 oo os ccs nei ac seencsvedesss saccade’ 3,750,000 00 
Making the amount disposable for the debt on the Ist of July, 1827..... (eeIiweenerens 13,360,405 46 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day.............. 2. cee eee 947,307 84 
EP EET ECE TTCEL OT ER CTC RECT CEPT ET OORT TT TTT Tee 12,413,007 62 
Consequently, on the Ist of July, 1827, may be redeemed of the six per cents of 1813 the 

residue of the sixteen million loan, amounting tO.........ccce cece cee ceceeceeees 11,235,198 08 
Leaving a balance towards the noxt quarter Of. .........c.cccscccsccccesesocscceess 1,177,809 54 
Par Sake Sere NOT OE ROE) OU, GG DOTS, oi nce cic cee s cs scecrcrarcevaveeweesanes 3,750,000 00 
Making the amount disposable for the debt on the first of October, 1827............... 4,927,809 54 
From which deduct one quarter’s intcrest, payable on that day ..............eceeeeeee 778,869 87 
Leaving a balance towards the next quarter Of ...........cccsecccccccscvcvcccescass 4,148,939 67 
ie Eee Ges TOUT OF EO s BUG, GO DOTORD. «oc ae cceiceccwsccscssovesvercsesonsvees 3,750,000 00 
Making the amount disposable for the debt on the Ist of January, 1828................ 7,898,939 67 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day ................0 eee eee T78,869 87 
Leaving a balance towards the next quarter Of... ........cccccccccecccccccccssscens 7,120,069 80 
eee Ge ee REE GE FORO WO, BE OUND 6 ioe isicewanccsscesstssssesisesccvevics 3,750,000 00 
Making the amount disposable for the debt on the Ist of April, 1828 .................. 1,870,069 80 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day ...............000000e 778,869 87 
neavier @ balenee towards tho next quater Of... oo... ccesesccssccwesccceecsvceses 10,091,199 93 
Pr Gem tes GBT IOE OL TUES GU, Be CTO. 5 ois ie cn scence sc ccensecedssnseiees 3,750,000 00 
Making the amount disposable for the debt on the Ist of July, 1828................... 13,841,199 93 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day ............... 2c eee eee 778,869 87 
Leaving a balance towards the next quarter Of ...........00.00ccseccvessssswccsseesacs 13,062,330 06 
ee ee ee IE he Ut WHE, A Io on ok 6 Kosice sc vessicssedenvaeseveeeees 3,750,000 00 
Making the amount disposable for the debt on the Ist of October, 1828................ 16,812,330 06 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day ..... 12... . cece cece 778,869 87 
And there will remain a balance of............... Witeubewewes ere TT eee eT 16,033,460 19 
Consequently, on the Ist of October, 1828, may be redeemed the six per cents of 1814, 

SE Pak ahe Fee ake We sdb eo Ok DATS CRE CSEW SHEN ORNS COREE TOROS CEES 13,096,542 90 
Leaving « balance towards the next quarter Of... ...........cccscccccccssecsecsceseses 2,936,917 29 
Poe tue Somrtn quarter OF 1608 edd, a6 DOTS. .ooiccccccwcccscsseceescnscessescsines 3,750,000 00 
Making the amount disposable for the debt on the Ist of January, 1829................ 6,686,917 29 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day ...........eecceeee cee 582,421 72 











Leaving « balance towards the next quarter OF..........cccc csc ec cece scecesecesecees 6,104,495 
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Brought forward. ........... $6,104,495 57 
er te TPE NTRee OT TCR MAG, B0 TOTONS nono ii iekc eee cccceesesccecesccccncecs 3,750,000 00 
Making the amount disposable for the debt on the 1st of April, 1829................... 9,854,495 57 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day ......... 2.0. ce eee eee 582,421 72 
Leaving a balance towards the next quarter of. ...........cccccccccccccccccwccccces 9,272,073 85 
For the second quarter of 1829 add, as before.......... ccc cece ccc ccccccccccecccecs 3,750,000 00 
Making the amount disposable for the debt on the 1st of July, 1829................... 13,022,073 85 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day ..............00 ec cece 582,421 72 
Pe Ee I BE oak iain occ whines cc cde cen eeedeecscenccndass 12,439,652 13 

Consequently, on the Ist of July, 1829, may be redeemed the six ” cents of 1815, 
SIN Wl oik bnka Kew eedecevew as PRL KAG ROA Eek RUA aR oes kOe SoA GOS 9,490,099 10 
Leaving a balance in the Treasury, after redeeming all the six per cents, of............ 2,949,553 03 

But to furnish means for a comparison hereafter to be made, it is proper to continue this 

calculation to the Ist of January, 1830; therefore— 
For the third quarter of 1829 add, as ean ee 3,750,000 00 
Making the amount disposable for the debt on the Ist of October, 1829................ 9,699,553 03 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day .................000085 440,070 23 
Leaving a balance towards the next quarter Of..........cccssccccccccccsscccccscecs 6,259,482 80 
Wor Gio Tomei @uerter OF TSS add, Gs BOWE own. cic cece scence enceecccaseses 3,750,000 00 
Making the amount disposable for the debt on the 1st of January, 1830................ 10,009,482 80 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day ............. ec eee eens 440,070 23 
And there will remain a balance on the Ist of January, 1830, of ..............00-0 0005 9,569,412 57 
RECAPITULATION. 

According to the foregoing calculations, the 6 per cents will be redeemed as follows: 
On the Ist of July, 1826, 6 per cents of 1813, (74-million loan,) redeemable January 1, 1826, $5,035,599 16 
On the Ist of July, 1827, 6 per cents of 1813, (16-million loan, ) redeemable January 1, 1826, 11,235,198 08 
On the Ist of October, 1828, 6 per cents of 1814, redeemable January 1, 1827.......... 13,096,542 90 
On the Ist of July, 1829, 6 per cents of 1815, redeemable January 1, 1828............ 9,490,099 10 
The interest paid on the public debt during the period embraced in these calculations will be as follows: 
On the Ist of April, a OO ee ee Oe a re ee ee ene ee ee ee ee .- $1,022,931 82 
July, SE a hae hig soaked ooo Nd SOR RRA ORES WHER RE AS OF ESE 1 022,931 82 
ERED reer eh en a Re a a ee ee 947,397 84 
I UNS 5 os eso ks we EW RAEN REMW SSR OS RAS RAEN Sees sacs mae 947,397 84 
April, Sree Oe re er rare a eee Tere eT eT 947,397 84 
July, Ee er ee ee Eee eee ee ee ee eee 947,397 84 
rit «Gena iihy caknioh ahs hieeidewekew nce eh oedenmewe T78,869 87 
og UN ani EEO, COO TET ET TOTEC TE TET ET TTT Se Tee eT TET 178,869 87 
April, ek eR EA Oh ee ak CREE H ER ACRES KAS RES ROKETERS 778,869 87 
July, BNR OMG o iota ele areas Co ebkaRe As oo neem was 778,869 87 
A gis hehe wai lac ahed keane eae naacale a nanased 178,869 87 
ey 6 HERS e Kid WN SN REAR REDD OK We SKE CR RERS WEDS 582,421 72 
I i enstnanSd in ere Shs la xia end wah ncsoaenn sada 582,421 72 
July, ec Ee OE Ee eT Ore oP ET Teer Te ere oe 582,421 72 
ES 6 ONO EA EAa ON KNSK RS GHNWEK EN EDER YEE SRAM SESS 440,070 23 
I HE pics oo awh thi SNe EDS hae bee's es aN ad ese ewwaede 440,070 23 
IE ne OE Le ee ee ee ee en eee Ter 12,357,209 97 

The balances in the Treasury at the same periods will be as follows: 

On the Ist of April, re ren AAR in Sate Gabba G eho e within edhe aa ERE $3,511,129 96 
July, eer Te ae ee Ee Cee ee eee Te ee ee eee ere Se ee 1,202,598 98 
ERLE NLT 4,005,201 14 
ee rn ere eee er eee eee eee ee TT 6,807,803 30 
April, ae EUAN ach abieck AG AU NOS NEED ea een eae NRG 9,610,405 46 
July, Re ee ere renee et ee eee ee eee eee eee ee 1,177,809 54 
RECO rrr ee ee eer ee ee ee ee eee ee ee 4, 148, 939 67 
| "cag! MR ls ol EN EE RE PEE OEE CCLRC Le 7,12 20,069 80 
| es sharin cristae mR has CRW nwia KECIeSS 10,091,199 93 
| July, ee ee ee ay Oe ee ree Te ee eee 13,062,330 06 
| a Soba ssic rgd ik vshnapesheda a atiehe po oem ANGI 2.936,917 29 
) NW, ee ee ee eee Yee ee ere ee 6,104,495 57 
. re bol ahi, isis i tinier a acida-ke Resale <aSi% Hos Sloan Race 9,272,073 85 
July, NN hea itt Se carters kes kk eR RE OSS OAM AER OSA OER Mon 2,949,553 03 
) ce ee eee Le Oe eee Eee eT ee Sere ere Tee eT. ee ee 6,259,482 80 
NE se ai 6 ADORE ANH SCOR ENE SOS ES AEE TRRMS SUID 9,569,412 57 
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No. 2. 


balance in the Treasury at the close of each quarter during that period. 


debt in the first quarter of 1826, in addition to this surplus, will be— 


debt, and one-fourth of the surplus 


To which add this sum, proposed to be borrowed on that day, at 5 per cent.* 
Making an increased balance on the Ist of July, 1826. 


be redeemed, amounting to ..............0.. yee ERREENWSE bw cece 


Pe ON Wis inns anc teccndreaedenstawawds bewee se ewe% 


Leaving a balance towards the next quarter Of..............ccecccecsees 
For the fourth quarter of 1826 add, as heretofore............. cece eee cence 


Making the amount disposable for the debt on the Ist of January, 1827..... 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day ............ 


Leaving a balance towards the next quarter Of...........ceeceeeesseeees 
For the first quarter of 1827 add, as heretofore ..............sceeeee cence 


Making the amount disposable for the debt on the Ist of April, 1827........ 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day ............ 


Leaving a balance towards the next quarter of .................ecceeeees 
For the second quarter of 1827 add, as heretofore...............-. es eeeee 


From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day ............ 


To which add this sum, proposed to be borrowed that day, at 5 per cent.*... 


Making an increased balance on the Ist of July, 1827, of................. 





For the third quarter of 1827 add, as heretofore .............00eeeeee eee 








For the fourth quarter of 1827 add, as heretofore .............. 00.0000 ee 






advantageously applied. 





Making the total amount disposable for the debt on the Ist of April, 1826 .. 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day............ 


Leaving a balance towards the next quarter Of .........eeee seer eee eeeees 
For the second quarter of 1826 add, as heretofore, one-fourth of the sum allotted for the 


NOONE cick cn seks ee h ann <oedesud ee agued bison cheese 


Leaving a balance towards the next quarter Of...........cccccecsesceccs 
For the third quarter of 1826 add, as heretofore ............eeee.eee. hone 


Making the amount disposable for the debt on the Ist of October, 1826..... 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day............ 


ee ere SMa das se iaieah ene 
Consequently, on that day, the residue of the 7}-million loan (6 per cents of 1813) may be 


Making the amount disposable for the debt on the Ist of July, 1827......... 


Leaving a balance towards the next quarter of..............cceceeceesces 


Leaving a balance towards the next quarter Of...............cececceeeeee 


Making the amount disposable for the debt on the Ist of October, 18%7...... 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day.............. 


Leaving a balance towards the next quarter Of...............c cee eeeeeees 


Making the amount disposable for the debt on the 1st of January, 1828...... 


The surplus in the Treasury on the Ist of January, 1826, is estimated by the Secretary at 
According to the data assumed in the former calculation, the means disposable for the 


One-fourth of the sum estimated to be expended on the debt during the year 1826 being. . 
And one-fourth of the estimated surplus of the year, say ................-. Kas 


eee ere ee ee ewe eee ee eee ee eeseeseseeeeeee 


Making the amount disposable for the debt on the Ist of July, 1826................06- 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day............ 


ere eeer ee eee 


Consequently, on that day, the residue of the 16-million loan (6 per cent. of 1813) may 


oer eee essere 


eereeeereere 


eorere eee eeee 


oer ee eeeeee 
ere eeesesene 
eee ee eee eee 


ore ee weer eee 


seers eeeeee 


eee ee wee eee 


Consequently, on that day, the 6 per cents of 1814 may be redeemed, amounting to...... 





ere e eer ere 


oe ee ee ee ee 


eorereeseeere 


Statement showing the periods at which the 6 per cents will be redeemed, supposing a loan or exchange at five 
per cent. to the amount of $9,000,000 to be made Sor those of 18138, and a loan or exchange of $6,000,000 
for those of 1814, according to the recommendation of the Secretary of the Treasury; and supposing, also, 
‘the means of the Treasury applicable to the payment of the public debt be the same during the years 1827, 
1828, and 1829, as estimated by the Secretary for the year 1826; also the amount of interest paid quarterly 
during the redemption of the 6 per cents and of the 5 per cents exchanged for them; and, likewise, the 


$784,061 78 


2,500,000 00 
1,250,000 00 





4,534,061 78 
1,022,931 89 


? 





3,511,129 96 
3,750,000 00 





7,261,129 96 
1,022,931 82 





6,238,198 14 
9,000,000 00 





15,238,198 14 
11,235,198 08 





4,003,000 06 
3,750,000 00 





1,753,000 06 
966,903 85 





6,786,096 21 


5,035,599 16 





497 05 


1,7 
750,000 00 


9 
v; 


0, 
0, 


5 
+) 





5,500,497 05 
891,369 86 





609,127 19 
5 


4, 
3,750,000 00 





9 19 


8,359,127 
891,369 86 








11,217,757 33 


891,369 86 





10,326,387 47 


6,000,000 00 





16,326,387 47 
13,096,542 90 





3,229,844 57 
3,750,000 00 





6,979,844 57 
769,921 72 





6,209,922 85 
3,750,000 00 





9,959,922 85 


*Norr.—The time at which these sums are here supposed to be borrowed is the time at which they may be most 
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Brought forward............ $9,959,922 85 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day....................05. 769,921 72 
Leaving a balance towards the next quarter of........ 0.0.0.0. cece eee c ec cc ce eccees 9,190,001 13 
Wor the Grat quarter of 1606 add, as herctofore. ......... 0. ccccccccccccncccaceceseces 3,750,000 00 
Making the amount disposable for the debt on the 1st of April, 1828.................. 12,940,001 13 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day......0.......... cece ee 769,921 72 
EE abc awhinen 28s SN PAR LCA NG ES hwaN wan bawedbeews ses ek eees 12,170,079 41 
Consequently, on that day, the 6 per cents of 1815 may be redeemed, amounting to...... 9,490,099 10 
Leaving & balance towards the next quarter of... 2... ccc cece ccccccucnecues 2,679,980 31 
For the second quarter of 1828 add, as heretofore. .......... ccc cccccccccccccccccces 3,750,000 00 
Making the amount disposable for the debt on the Ist of July, 1828................... 6,429,980 31 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day ...............0.00000 627,570 23 
Leaving a balance towards the next quarter Of...........ccccsccccccccccccccccceces 5,802,410 08 
Por the tind quarter of 16236 ndd, ag heretofore .... 2... ccc ccc ec ccccccsssccscecees 3,750,000 00 
Making the amount disposable for the debt on the Ist of October, 1828................ 9,552,410 08 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day ...............2000 eee 627,570 23 
Leaving a balance towards the next quarter Of............cccccccccccccccccccccuces 8,924,839 85 
For the fourth quarter of 1028 add, as heretofore... ... 2.2... ci ccc cc ccc cccesccc cess 3,750,000 00 
Making the amount disposable for the debt on the Ist of January, 1829................ 12,674,839 85 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day .................22005- 627,570 23 
ee ee ee ee ee ET ee a rere 12,047,269 62 
Consequently, on that day, one-half of the $9,000,000 borrowed on the Ist of July, 1826, 

and one-half of the $6,000,000 borrowed on the Ist of July, 1827, may be redeemed, 

NGG ati Rede ne d54s GaSe RSs Ke LOR d nde eds dhe es eNR RES DOR ORE SE ES 7,500,000 00 
Leaving a balance towards the next quarter Of..........cc.ccvecccssccccccccccccces 4,547,269 62 
Por Ge eet Quarter OF TGRS aid, am Nevetolowe.. ..... oo ..c cc cesceccsecccssnnccscesees 3,750,000 00 
Making the amount disposable for the debt on the Ist of April, 1829................... 8,297,269 62 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day.................0 0005. 533,820 23 
Leaving & balemee towards the next quarter of. ......... ccc e cc cceccsccwcsccccseess 7,763,449 39 
For the second quarter of 1829 add, as heretofore..........cccccccccccccccecccccnces 3,750,000 00 
Making the amount disposable for the debt on the Ist of July, 1829................... 11,513,449 39 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day....................0.. 533,820 23 
Leaving a balance towards the next quarter of... ..... 0... ec ceecccccceesccccsccess 10,979,629 16 
Por the Chive Quarter OF TURD wad, a8 HOTCTOFOT. ..... 20 once ccc ccc ccecsecccseccccns 3,750,000 00 
Making the amount disposable for the debt on the Ist of October, 1829................ 14,729,629 16 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day............... 0.0.2 e ee. 533,820 23 
Leaving a balance towards the next quarter of... .... 2.0... cc cece cece ccccccscecces 14,195,808 93 
For Uae fourta quarter of 1620 add, a6 heretofore. ... 2... ec cecc cscs ccsccccececes 3,750,000 00 
Making the amount disposable for the debt on the Ist of January, 1830................ 17,945,808 93 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, due that day............cccccccccccccccces 533,820 23 
EET TCT CETTE TT eT CTT TC LTT TCE LETT TE EET ERT TT 17,411,988 70 
Consequently, on that day, the remaining half of the sums borrowed on the Ist of July, 

1826, and Ist of July, 1827, may be redeemed, amounting t0............... ee eeeee 7,500,000 00 

Leaving a balance on the Ist of January, 1830, of.............- eee eee eee 9,911,988 70 
RECAPITULATION. 
According to the foregoing calculations the six per cents will be redeemed as follows: 
On the Ist of July, 1826, six per cents of 1813, (sixteen million loan,) redeemable Ist 

January, 1826...........ccccccccccccscccesccessccececeeeeensseeseresseenees $11,235,198 08 
On the 1st of October, 1826, six per cents of 1813, (seven and a half million loan, ) redeem- 

BONS USC POWUREG, TSDB. oon c cc cc cccecccsccvevsccsavsrecesecsresenesscccecoccs 5,035,599 16 
On the Ist of July, 1827, six per cents of 1814, redeemable Ist January, 1827........... 13,096,542 90 
On the Ist of April, 1828, six per cents of 1815, redeemable Ist January, 1828.......... 9,490,099 10 

38,857,439 24 
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The interest paid on the public debt during the period embraced in the foregoing calculations will be 


as follows: 


On the Ist of April, Rs uh Bee EEE de HEe CER MEMI KEE CaN ES 
July, eo oc bis LAE RE NAA SEN SSS 6 CEST EDT RED ERE ORS OS 
October, 1826........-- cece cece ccc c cence cceccecesenenesssccecccoes 
January, 1827.0... 2... cece cee cece cere eee n eee e eee cece nenenccrecees 
April, BN ie oss CES OER EN RENO ANKE Rn 60a EROERL ATA ERSS 
July, RSG a eee re Oe rere eer ere ere? ee ies se 
ee ere eer ey Per eee rer Terr er re ret ere 
TRMMRTY, TOTS so on oc ois case ceties eines easiest ece sess ses seeen sesenes 
April, Se Sree rere ree Tree rere rey Tree eee eo 
July, SPE er er ee ee eee Tee ee eee ee 
SG eee re Tee er rere Tee Tee ee eee ee eee ee 
os A er err ren ete rer ree eee rere rr re ee 
April, SORE eer reer Terre TT et eee eT eT ETL ee ee 
July, SE Ree nee ee ee ere eee er eee 
Ee eee eer Ts ee eee eee Te. eee ee er oT ce 
January, ISSO... 1... cw crcccccsececscseccscccesceeesscccnscsecers 

Maia @ total OF. 6 oi cscs ss cn e cc ssccinnce tienes aensecceecertersescnaeesace's 


The balances in the Treasury at the same periods will be as follows: 


On the Ist of April, CC EEE TE eee eS eee Tae Tere Tene Tee eT TT eee ere 
July, SE See eT eT ee eT Pe PETE eT Te ee Te ee 
NN TS See awe sckW is bOewas Coe sKeS bee etONS teens heesaeees 
rer rer rrrs CTT rT ere Tere TTY tte ee tee 
April, NS ies hawk ne PEASE EOS CECA NEW SEE GERERRE DAG COLEUS 
July, EE ers ret eer eer eee ee ree ee 
ee Os 6k is ea CRED SKS NO KW ENCES SES RAED A ROR EDIEDS 
ee eee eT ee Tere ee Tee Cree Tee 
April, ee ihe ie ntdinis RIS REM EN 8 COTM EAA SORTER DOR CURES 
July, ES eee ee eT re eee Tee Tee re eT Te ee 
ee ene ny ane re ea er ee ee ere 
Ae ee ee et Teer reer rie eee ee ee ce ee 
April, ENE Te Ore Te Tee eT Te Tee eT eT ery re TT Tee 
July, re rr ee errr ey Tee er er er ee ere err a 
EE eee ey ee ee ey ere ee ee ee 
Me Te eee eee TTT TTT eT TURE TT TL TEE ee 





No. 3. 


$1,022,931 


1,022,931 
966,903 
891,369 
891,369 
891,369 
762,991 
769,921 
169,921 
627,570 
627,570 
627,570 
533,820 
533,820 
533,820 
538,820 


82 
82 
85 
86 
86 
86 
72 
72 
72 
23 
23 
23 
23 
23 
23 
23 





12,014,633 


84 








$3,511,129 
4,003,000 
1,750,497 
4,609,127 
7,467,757 
3,229 844 
6,209,922 
9,190,001 
2,679,980 
5,802,410 
8,924,839 
4,547,269 
4,763,449 
10,979,629 
14,195,808 
9,911,988 


Statement showing the periods at which the 6 per cents will be redeemed, supposing the means of the Treasury 
applicable to the payment of the public debt be the same during the years 1827, 1828, and 1829, as estimated 
by the Secretary for the year 1826, and supposing that at the close of each quarter the surplus then in the 
Treasury, over and above two millions of dollars, be applied to the redemption of that stock, according to 
the act of March 3, 1817; and showing also the amount of interest paid quarterly during the redemption, 


and to January 1, 1830. 


According to the estimate of the Secretary, the available surplus in the Treasury on the 
ee Ng cca ss biG. cae tke RHE RAD CENA 6 00a eK aR SMES EERE STG ee KeO 
And, according to the data assumed in the former calculation, the means disposable for 
the debt in the first half year of 1826, in addition to this surplus, will be— 
One-half of the sum estimated to be expended for the debt during the year 1826, being.. 
And one-half of the estimated surplus of the year, (in round numbers, $5,000,000,) being. 


Making the total amount disposable for the debt on the 1st of July, 1826.............. 
From which deduct this sum, whichis to be reserved in the Treasury...........0e.ee05 


Leaving a balance to be applied to the debt of ............cccccescccceccsccecececes 
From which deduct one half year’s interest, payable on that day, (July 1, 1826)........ 


Leaving a balance to be applied to the principal on that day of................000005- 
On that day, therefore, may be redeemed of the 6 per cents of 1813, (16-million loan)... 


ee SN MRE NNN hs ic bend Raab eed ede bcs vAWas sone senee cess 
For the third quarter of 1826 add, as heretofore ...........cccccecceccecccseccecsees 
Making the sum applicable on the Ist of October, 1826..............0 sees eeeeeeeees 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest payable on that day...........eeeeeee ee ees 


Leaving a balance to be applied to the principal on that day of .............00eeeeees 
On that day, therefore, may be redeemed of the 6 per cents of 1813 (16-million loan) the 
further sum of 


OOHRS HDEDHSHDODOETHASSDPDHOSSSH DAS SSO PHS CHO SC HRCSL SRO CHVSOBHBO OC 6H EO 


$784,061 


5,000,000 
2,500,000 


78 


00 
00 





8,284,061 
2,000,000 


78 
00 





6,284,061 
2,045,863 


78 
64 





4,238,198 
4,238,198 


14 
08 





3,750,000 


6 
00 





2,790,641 


3,750,000 
959,358 


06 
85 





2,790,600 


21 


00 





41 


21 
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Brought forward............ $41 21 
Dor tee fourths quarter Of 10060 add, ap before... oo... cccweccesrcccsavecsionsseceee 3,750,000 00 
Making the sum applicable on the Ist of January, 1827.......... ccc cece eee eee e eee 3,750,041 21 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day ..............eeeee eee 917,499 85 
Leaving a balance to be applied to the principal on that day of...............0 ee eee 2,832,541 36 
On that day, therefore, may be redeemed of the 6 per cents of 1813 (16-million loan) the 
ane eee baht aa bias ikke Whe ARG SEARS KR DRER DORA RRS ORES 2,832,500 00 
nr rh er CE snd en cis ek sey sae heneebe dea see ees se eeeecuns 41 36 
Bor the Get quarter ok 1627 add; as heretofore ........cccescscccssecescncscesscecs 3,750,000 00 
Making the sum applicable on the Ist of April, 1827 ..........cccccccccccccesccceces 3,750,041 36 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day........... ce eee eee eee 875,012 35 
Leaving a balance to be applied to the principal on that day of ................00005- 2,875,029 O01 
On that day, therefore, may be redeemed the residue of the 16-million loan, (6 per cents 
oe Ee ee ee ARERR ALD SE Was eka ane 1,373,900 00 
Which will still leave a balance applicable to the principal of..................00000e 1,501,129 01 
On that day, therefore, may also be redeemed of the 6 per cents of 1813, (T4-million loan) 1,501,100 00 
re 29 O1 
For the second quarter of 1827 add, as heretofore ...........ccccccccccccscesccccess 3,750,000 00 
Making the sum applicable on the Ist of July, 1827. ....... 0c. cee c cence ec ccc cceess 3,750,029 O1 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day........ cc cece eee eee 831,887 35 
Leaving a balance to be applied to the principal on that day of ...... ..........00005- 2,918,141 66 
On that day, therefore, may be redeemed a further portion of the 6 per cents of 1813, 
VES PAN RaW Es HONE eGR NREL ELE RSS ROO DE RTO RITR 2,918,100 00 
eed MERE TORE T CECT TE CC CC ETE ET TEE CRETE TTT ; 41 66 
For the third quarter of 18237 add, as heretofore. ........cccccsccescecceccececesecas 3,750,000 00 
Making the sum applicable on the Ist of October, 1827............... ccc ec ceeeceees 3,750,041 66 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day............ 0.0 e eee eens 788,115 85 
Leaving a balance to be applied to the principal of ...........ccccccscccecccccccsees 2,961,925 81 
On that day, therefore, may be redeemed the residue of the seven and a haif million loan, 
ee UE I Gs SW RSME Dy ek oe ee RNs Gass ee sae eeeeN® icinelianeenn 616,399 16 
Which will still leave a balance applicable to the principal of .............. 000s eee eee 2,345,526 65 
On that day, therefore, may also be redeemed of the 6 per cents of 1814.............. 2,345,500 00 
ee Sr ee 26 65 
For the fourth quarter of 1827 add, as heretofore. .... .. 0... nc ccc ec ccecceesscesceees 3,750,000 00 
Making the sum applicable on the Ist of January, 1828 ........... ccc eee cee eee eee eees 3,750,026 65 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day.......... 0. eee eee eee 743,687 35 
Leaving a balance to be applied to the principal of .. .. . 2.0... ..scscccccceesccsscces 3,006,339 30 
On that day, therefore, may be redeemed a further portion of the 6 per cents of 1814, of. 3,006,300 00 
pe, Sctpsdpeosteaatiers wih oinece Dh apni CREEL TCE OE ECCT EEE TEE 39 30 
Por Wee Bret Guarter Of 1650 add, as horotofore ... 2... 5k cc ie ces ets scecevccesees 3,750,000 00 
Making the sum applicable on the Ist of April, 1828..............ccccsccccceccecces 3,750,039 30 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day...........e cece eee eee 698,592 85 
Leaving a balance to be applied to the principal of ............... ccc ee cece rece ceces 3,051,446 45 
On that day, therefore, may be redeemed a further portion of the 6 per cents of 1814, of. 3,051,442 90 
aR PIII TD IE I oink on gis donned dc sa vacrdetacucasecececsasans 3 55 
For the second quarter of 1828 add, as heretofore .........ccccscscccscccncscccscces 3,750,000 00 
Making the sum applicable on the Ist of July, 1828 .........00.. cece cence eee ee eees 3,750,003 55 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day............ 0. eee eee eee 652,821 22 
Leaving a balance to be applied to the principal of ........... 2... eee e cece eee eee eee 3,097,182 33 
On that day, therefore, may be redeemed a further portion of the 6 per cents of 1814, of. 3,097,100 00 
nn I ID SUNG INNO iodo oc cs once ca ddeeewseteeerecseeccasenescas 82 3 
For the third quarter of 1628 add, as heretofore ...... 2.22... cccesesccccsccccseccecs 3,750,000 00 
Making the sum applicable on the 1st of October, 1828.......... MEK hiae ea kweenens 3,750,082 33 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day.............0.eee eens 606,364 72 
Leaving a balance to be applied to the principal of ...........cecee cece eee rene eeees 3,143,717 61 
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Brought forward............ $3,143,717 61 
On that day, therefore, the residue of the 6 per cents of 1814 may be redeemed, amount- 

OOS errrr rr rerrerr ye errs Tt rt rt eee eer rere 1,596,200 00 
Which will still leave a balance applicable to the payment of oo arr 1,547,517 61 
On that day, therefore, may also be redeemed of the 6 per cents of 1815............... 1,547,500 00 
Leaving towards the next quarter ....... se eee e eee e cece cece eee cece eee e cee eeees 18 61 
For the. fourth quarter of 1828 add, as I ee ose s bbe OUR eV Ke OR ee x 3,750,000 00 
Making the sum applicable on the Ist of January, 1829.............. cece ee eee eee ees 3,750,018 61 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day..............ceeeeeeee 559,209 29 
Leaving a balance to be applied to the principal..............ssccccccsccececsescens 3,190,809 39 
On that day, therefore, may be redeemed of the 6 per cents of 1815 a pena! portion of. 3,190,800 00 
paving towards the next Quarter... 5.6.02 c cece ssc cwaweecceesecssscreeseeesnes 9 39 
Mor the first quarter of 1829 add, as heretofore. ..... 2.2.0... cs eccceccesncceeecceces 3,750,000 00 
Making the sum applicable on the Ist of April, 1829..........00.ceeccccccccvccesecs 3,750,009 39 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day ............... 0. eee 511,347 22 
Leaving a balance to be applied to the principal. ........... esse eee eee e cece tence eee 3,238,662 17 
On that day, therefore, may be redeemed of the 6 per cents of 1815 a further portion of.. 3,238,600 00 
PSV GHWEIME tho MEXE QURTIOT. . . 65 6os csc iiscciv cee receeseen sees seen. seceses 62 17 
For the second quarter of 1829 add, as heretofore .........cccccccceccccccscccscencs 3,750,000 00 
Making the sum applicable on the Ist of July, 1829. ......... ccc cece eececcccccces 3,750,062 17 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day................ceeeees 462,768 22 
Leaving « balance to be applied to the principal... .... 2.0.20. ccseccnccccecswecsee 3,287,292 95 
On that day, therefore, may be redeemed the residue of the 6 per cents of 1815, being.. ‘1,513,199 10 
TTT ET ETT TET TTT ETE PET TOT PETE L TEE Pree TT Te 1,774,093 85 
ee eee ee Sete WEE, THEI FONCTION ogc ook ii seine e co scusidetsce sence ssions 2,000,000 00 





Making a balance in the Treasury on the Ist of July, 1829, after redeeming all the 6 per 
i Sel ein cake eee AERA OS ES CR RKED 1.8 ROMNERMPROE GREE Sace's 
To furnish the means for a comparison hereafter to be made, however, it is proper to 
continue this calculation to the Ist of January, 1830. 


3,774,093 85 




















For the third quarter of 1829, therefore, add, as heretofore..............e cece ee ee eens 3,750,000 00 
Making the sum applicable on the Ist of October, 1829............... ec ee sees eee eees 7,524,093 85 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day ................... 000 440,070 23 
i Pocket hi ele Rik AWARE TORONTO Nod odd eneeNN eee se Kes 7,084,023 62 
For the fourth quarter of 1829 add, as heretofore ..........ccccscecccsscesecceeceees 3,750,000 00 
Making the sum applicable on the Ist of January, 1830 ............. cee eee cee eee 10,834,023 62 
From which deduct one quarter’s interest, payable on that day.................0.0005 440,070 23 
Leaving a balance in the Treasury on the Ist of January, 1830, of.............. vevece . 10,808,943 89 
RECAPITULATION. 


According to the foregoing calculation the 6 per cents will be redeemed as follows: 
Of the 6 per cents of 1813, (sixteen million loan,) on the Ist of July, 1826.. $4,238,198 08 


ee ae ee ee er 2,790,600 00 
| ee rane er 2,832,500 00 
NN, COU WEUNEE BUNS 6 66666 400s seevienerddedesstaene causes 1,373,900 00 





$11,235,198 08 
Of the 6 per cents of 1813, (seven and a half million loan,) on the Ist of 








te BELG sis bs sss Sakae ORES eek KERN eM ee 1,501,100 00 
| eee oer ere Torre eee rer Te Terr 2,918,100 00 
See ee NN, SE OE SPUIIET, BONE 6 sols okie cis sine sus ose sebse cussions 616,399 16 
5,035,599 16 
Of the 6 per cents of 1814, on the Ist of October, 1827 ................ 2,345,500 00 
ee A ee 3,006,300 00 
re i Se i. chasse kee beesgads Kdcee reese kbaews 3,051,442 90 
Ne 5s FL KU RRED ASK OEE ONES DN KU e se eRe’ 3,097,100 00 
Ne a a rs 1,596,200 00 
13,096,542 90 
Of the 6 per cents of 1815, on the Ist of October, 1828 ................ 1,547,500 00 
Of the same, Ist of January, EO ine ne eee rere rere ee 3,190,800 00 
OO i BU iis vadewdecesswaes doe sdssieeues sekawes 3,238,600,00 
ee er nen . 1,518,199 10 


9,490,099 10 
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And the interest, which will be paid quarterly, on the public debt during the same period and to the 
Ist of January, 1830, will be as follows: 














On the Ist of July, SKM Rene sae KANO i oad hee N LO RTEN EARS EWR TEA $2,045,863 64 
i eae ESS AKA Shade eRe Whned eekeeENasadeeeeNeacSs 959,358 85 
A OOS EhG Shas cee eRe EE oe ced weneaudekadeuePadeds 917,499 85 
April, EE Maga aik pee Raw G dO RO RETARD RUAE SACRE RES 875,012 35 
July, es hha ob ain oho Rae WAX ae SRDS HEH AWS 831,887 35 
I Sse oa eid bi ARES SERRATE MS DE SS a ib Ra eRR Ewes 788,115 85 
NG 6 6de a dS wea eK ended ae eRRRaeSeKEN DE eKae sad cab ees 743,687 35 
April, SEE ee ee nT ee eee ee ee 698,592 85 
July, EEE Ee CELT eee ee rer ee eer Cha tCRE AOR wKens 652,821 22 
i ihe eiw ke es) CSAS S KRG SOAS AKSC RENEE KEN e444 ee ameads 606,364 72 
i Sa raw s Cees sn Rae g he Res Sane ei AERA a ss ReeKss DaGewRs 599,209 22 
April, i EEE DEE ET CS ORE Tey ee eee 511,347 22 
July, PP Mie eee ads Risin eiweasixs ee eT Tey ero e Pee eT TTT YS 462,768 22 

10,652,528 69 

I Oa Fie sag EARNER E RONG hea EE Mada doe ook 440,070 23 

I sea PY an etna nes Oh eR VA RN Sees ek eee 440,070 23 

ae oho wc oe WERK s KEGNRNEWORERERD NERA aS e RES AOK aw SE KEES 11,532,669 15 
The balances in the Treasury at the same periods will be as follows: 

On the Ist of July, rb Sree Ase AEN SR KRRERRE OS HRAS TAR Sa ewan wies $2,000,000 06 
ELAR PERT NN 2,000,041 21 
Gat wane eas hk ds caeeeeenetekns in SUSKaan ns waws eee 2,000,041 36 
NRA a a ier oS de a sodas we doe xiuiviactiiet 2,000,029 O1 
re ha 9 dd eh aida gistials to ca wiotoigmil 2,000,041 66 
A id i til etic sens Ula chett ania Gig eden eGh 2,000,026 65 
co ARES gene ee ee 2,000,039 30 
a aaa i aed alte a wha xc bh ashe a 2,000,003 55 
i ice late ayet Sic acta ahoe bh nbtia xis asaiaainieias 2,000,082 33 
RENE AS SEE SF SiR REDE, en a or nen a 2,000,018 61 
a dates a a SEY Sie AAETEKUORS MERKE NASD OR dS ON 2,000,009 39 
April, NT Ries eG aude KPIS es ehh RRO ARAT ACEI AS DOERR RS 2,000,052 17 
July, OT TOE T LE COTE eee Lee e TEL eee eT eee eee TT Te 3,774,093 85 
a sd de dite cts osc wigs nual 7,084,023 62 
SE ie Nila eke paws d ke whe wa CRKGkeRMMESS + WATE REE WS OSERS ES 10,393,943 39 





From these statements it results— 

That, by adopting cither of the modes suggested, all the sia per cents may be reimbursed before and 
in the year 1829. 

And that, by adopting the mode pursued in number one or in number two, they may be reimbursed 
earlier than by embracing the proposition of a new loan or exchange; which, therefore, could be recom- 
mended only by an increased saving to the Government. 

But from these statements it also results— 

That, by adopting the scheme of a loan or exchange-—the course illustrated in the statement No. 2— 
the gain over the course pursued in No. 1 will be $342,576 12. 

That, by adopting the mode of partial payments, or the quarterly application of the Sinking Fund 
and surplus means to the debt—the course illustrated in No. 3—the gain will be as follows: 


Over the course purewed in NG: 1.2... 00s cece ecccccsnccsccases $824,540 82 
Rie OVOP TE Merete 1 ING: B.... oo oon cic nccesaseeswevevcccis 481,934 69 


It will be perceived that these results are reached by deducting the balances of unexpended appro- 
priations from the means of the Treasury, and also leaving in the Treasury at the end of each year the 
sum of $2,000,000, required by the act of March 3, 1817. 

The illustrations in statement No. 2 proceed also upon the supposition that a loan or exchange may 
be effected at a rate of interest not exceeding five per centum; of which, as has been already remarked, 
there is little probability. 

The particular object of the foregoing statements and calculations being to show the operation of 
various modes of paying off the six per cents becoming reimbursable in 1826, 1827, and 1828, in those 
years and 1829, no notice has been taken of other portions of the public debt which may be redeemed 
during the period embraced by those calculations. 

It will be perceived, however, that there are balances which may be so applied, and that there are 
portions of the debt redeemable at that period, viz: 

The five per cents subscribed to the Bank of the United States may be paid of in any 





portions that may be convenient to the Treasury, amounting to...............+65- $7,000,000 00 

And the exchanged four. and a half per cents of 1825: 
en SUN IN MI Ss vo keene Osiee <seus seeebaveneedcwaescoekes 792,569 44 
ee UN Ne IIE BUI goes acs ce enahinnscde ends eeh Swdoeard dean se eke 792,569 44 
SEY SN oan 5:6x biden oon Sa AD SORTASE e Re a0 baaenge 8,585,138 88 








___ If the scheme of partial or quarter payments—the course pursued in statement No. 8—be adopted, 
Saal of this amount may be redeemed on the 1st of October, 1829, and the residue on the 1st of January, 
830. 

If the plan of a loan or exchange—the course pursued in statement No. 2—be adopted, the first sum, 
viz: the $7,000,000, and the second sum, viz: $792,569 44, may be paid off on the Ist of July, 1829; 
leaving the last sum, viz: $792,569 44, to be paid off on the Ist of April, 1830. 

If the course pursued in statement No. 1 be adopted, $4,792,569 44 may be paid off on the Ist of 
October, 1829, and $3,000,000 on the Ist of January, 1830; leaving also $792,569 44 to be paid off on the 
Ist of April, 1830. 
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Hence it will be seen that, by applying the surplus means to the redemption of these stocks, the gain 
to be derived from pursuing each course will be varied, and, instead of the results presented above, the 
total gain will be— 

‘gS eg OS Perr fkvOCRAREkS PES ese socoss 806,907 53 


ag eS OS eee re ea Tee Te eee rer rT a | he 
rN ee 


But these calculations are founded upon the amount of the annual receipts and expenditures, as 
estimated in the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, and on the supposition that the annual appro- 
priation of $500,000 for the gradual increase of the Navy will be continued during the years 1827, 1898 
and 1829. If these receipts should be more or less; or if the sum for the gradual increase of the Navy be 
withheld after the term at present limited by law, which the committee do not contemplate; or if Congress 
should think proper to authorize extraordinary appropriations towayds internal improvements or other 
objects, the results before presented will be proportionably varied. It will, therefore, depend upon the 
wisdom of Congress to realize or disappoint these results, according to their views of the expediency of 
redeeming the whole debt, presented in this report on the Ist of January, 1830, of promoting objects of 
internal improvement, and providing for the exigencies of the nation. 

Further appropriations during the session of Congress must be necessarily anticipated, and if kept 
within a reasonable limit will not materially vary the foregoing results. 

It is believed that the receipts from the impost and sale of public lands will exceed the estimate of 
the Secretary of the Treasury from one million to one million and a half annually, and that an excess of 
appropriation to that amount in each year would not disappoint the anticipation in this report. 

Should this be erroneous, and it be deemed expedient to redeem the whole amount of debt in this 
report, including the subscription to the Bank of the United States, on the Ist of January, 1830, and to 
postpone the application of the national means to objects of internal improvement until that period, 
Congress may safely add to the standing expenditure one million of dollars in each session, and still 
accomplish that object. 

Supposing, then, the receipts to be the same as estimated by the Secretary of the Treasury, and that 
there be added to the annual expenditure the sum of $1,000,000, and that $1,000,000 less be applied 
annually to the debt, all the six per cent. stocks, amounting to $38,857,439 24 may be redeemed previous 
to and on the Ist day of October, 1829; leaving a balance on the 1st of January, 1830, of $5,992,275 02 
to be applied to the stock subscribed to the Bank of the United States. 

If Congress should think proper to exceed the estimated expenditure two millions of dollars annually 
instead of one, which the committee suppose would be the largest justifiable excess, still the six per 
cent. stock may all be paid before and on the Ist day of October, 1829, though no part of the other debt 
can be paid on the Ist of January, 1830. 

If the excess be annually $1,000,000, and the surplus means to be applied quarterly to the discharge 
of the debt, the ultimate gain would stand thus: 


$737,575 59 


Number 2 will gain over number 1 .................. Devin and HEE RE REE Spied nish 
Number 3 will gain over number 1 ...................-- eee eee ee rer ee sevees ES S26 5B 
and over number 2 ........ Sick Blas Saat es mes ag a eb ese oes eee 424,849 94 


All which is particularly explained and exemplified in the statement herewith submitted, annexed to 
this report, and marked B. 

It will then be apparent that, by adopting the mode of partial payments of the six per cent. stocks, 
and applying the surplus quarterly, the debt will be more speedily reimbursed, and with an increased 
saving; will be more equally and beneficially distributed in different years, according to the convenience 
of the Government; the expenditure on account of interest will be lessened, and all possible accumulation 
of money in the Treasury effectually guarded against. 

If such an operation for the redemption of the public debt be not expressly indicated by the words of 
the act of March 3, 1817, it is, in the opinion of the committee, clearly pointed out by the scope and policy 
of that law. It did not propose to wait to the end of a single year, or more years than one, for the whole 
of a loan to fall due, when it authorized and directed the application of the surplus at any time, after an 
adjournment of Congress, to the “purchase and redemption of the public debt.” And the committee 
perceive no mode so well calculated to give activity to the spirit and provisions of that act as that of 
quarterly payments. 

The operation, it is belieyed, will not be less beneficial to the stockholders than to the Government; 
for the more gradually the public debt be reduced, the less will be the influence upon the money market, 
and the facilities of a more favorable re-investment of the money. The payment of $16,000,000 of debt on 
a single day could not fail, by making money more plenty, to depress the rate of interest, and conse- 
quently increase the difficulties of a profitable re-investment; while gradual payments of three or even 
more millions in each quarter would not be materially felt. 

Under circumstances, therefore, in which the Government is under no obligation to pay the public 
debt at any precise time, but is at liberty, and perhaps bound in duty, to discharge it with the greatest 
advantage to the state of the finances, without producing unnecessary inconvenience to the creditor, and 
giving due weight to the considerations already presented, the committee do not feel themselves authorized 
to recommend a loan or exchange. They recommend, on the contrary, that the finances of the nation 
should be judiciously cherished; the public expenditures regulated by a wise and liberal economy, and 
‘the surplus means gradually applied in each ensuing quarter of the year to the redemption of such 
portions of the debt to which they may be adequate. 

The committee deem it unnecessary to recommend any particular mode of carrying this scheme into 
operation, preferring to leave it to be regulated by the convenience and capacity of the Treasury. 

It might be accomplished, in relation to all the six per cents, except the $16,000,000 of 1813, by partial 
payments from time to time of each certificate, and upon the principle of distribution among the several 
Loan Offices; but as the terms of that loan require all the stock owned by any one individual at a given 
period to be paid, it would perhaps be best, for the sake of uniformity, to adopt some mode applicable alike 
to all the debt. In this way, the owners whose stock could be paid at the end of any one ensuing quarter 
might be designated by lottery, to be drawn at the Treasury on the last day of a preceding quarter, and 
notice given accordingly for three months of such intended payment on the day therein to be named. 

The conclusion which the committee have reached in this report makes it unnecessary for them to 
consider in detail the expediency of the farther recommendation in the report of the Secretary of the 
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Treasury, to place stockholders who exchanged, under the law of the last session, upon an equality with 
the terms of a new loan. 

These stockholders have voluntarily made their contract with the Government for the equivalent 
prescribed by the law in postponing the redemption of that stock; this equivalent is rather increased by 
the scheme of redemption of the six per cents now proposed by the committee, and no reason is perceived 
for recommending an alteration in their condition. No other could be made, it is presumed, than to rein- 
state the stock to one bearing an interest of six per cent., which might subject it to an earlier reimburse- 
ment; and as it is fairly to be inferred that the exchange was not made without satisfactory evidence with 
the individual creditor that it was his interest to make it, and without reference to the views or circum- 
stances of others, or the extent to which it might prevail, it is believed there would be no propriety in 
annulling the arrangement. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 





A.—Memorandum of stocks of the United States which have been reimbursed by partial payments, viz: 


Exchanged and converted 6 per cent. stock created per act of February 11,1807; amount. $7,853,114 20 
Of these stocks there was reimbursed in 1809, by drawing lots for sundry numbers of 


UU ereOny SHNEE SE MMNOUINEEE BO... ne cece cece ene csceneccvcnvcrccesececes 2,242,218 24 
eee ee er oT ee re eT ee ner err rT 3,751,125 26 
60S kh Hwee ENA AER SRR ROT ER RARS KRSM WKS 1,294,452 29 
TET TTT ETE TCE T Tee COCO TOT OT TET eee Tee Tee Tee 565,318 41 





1,853,114 20 








After the drawings were completed, the numbers to be reimbursed at each period were advertised for 
six months previously to their being paid off. It is to be observed, however, that in addition to the 
progressive numbers which were given to the certificates at each Loan Office, beginning with number 
one, there was a set of permanent numbers assigned to each office; that each certificate had one of these 
numbers; that the Agents and Commissioners of Loans were directed to make a return of the permanent 
numbers issued by them, respectively, to the Treasury; and that the amount of each permanent number 
so returned was never changed, (the subdivisions by assignments having the same permanent number, ) 
so that when the Treasury decided upon reimbursing a part of the said stock, and having in its posses- 
sion the permanent number and amount of each certificate originally issued, just so many were drawn as 
it was deemed expedient at one time to pay off. 

The Louisiana stock was reimbursed by instalments agreeably to the terms of the convention and 
law, one half in 1818, one fourth in 1819, and the residue in 1820, without cailing in the certificates till 
the last payment; but upon the presentation of a certificate for assignment, after the first or second instal- 
ments were paid, a new certificate was made out in the name of the assignee for the residue; to those 
acquainted with the transactions relative to the payments on the certificates of the Louisiana debt, it 
would be apparent that those which were dated prior to the day which had been fixed for the payment of 
the instalments, and which remained outstanding subsequently to those payments, would be less in value 
by one-half or three-fourths of the sum expressed in the said certificates. 

Notr.—By the act of February 11, 1807, at least six months’ public notice of the intended reimbursement Was expressly 
required, but the several acts of Congress authorizing the present six per cents require only ‘‘ reasonable notice.’’ 





B. 


Supposing the sum which may be applied annually to the public debt to be one million of dollars 
less in each year than the sum assumed in the former statements, the result will be as follows: 


1. According to the mode exhibited in statement No. 1, the six per cents will be reimbursed thus: 

















On the Ist October, 1826, 6 per cents of 1813 (74-million loan). ..........00 002s ee eee $5,035,599 16 
Ist October, 1827, 6 per cents of 1813 (16-million loan).............2---+-006 11,235,198 08 
Ret Game; Pee, 6 mer Comin OF 1G14 2... wos c nines eeescetecncccccseccucess 13,096,542 90 
bet Camunty, F000, G6 per Comte of WS16 oo. soc ccc ccc cesses cesvccccceccccacens 9,490,099 10 

The interest paid on the debt will be— 

On the Ist April, 1826 ........... $1,022,931 82 On the Ist April, 1828........... $778,869 87 
etch cg POTEET OTE 1,022,931 82 OS | ee eer ee re T78,869 87 
Ist October ............-. 1,022,931 82 lat Oeteber. oo. csivcss. 718,869 87 
Ist January, 1827......... 947,397 84 Ist January, 1829......... 778,869 87 
cpl. ing EEE EEE ee 947,397 84 er 582,421 72 
ccishivings MOCO COLES 947,397 84 a) a eee 582,421 72 
Ist October ....... Dvespun 947,397 84 Pe aeeee eee eee 582,421 72 
Ist January, 1828......... 778,869 87 Ist January, 1830......... 582,421 72 

PS seen gineiawies 13,082,423 05 
And the balances in the Treasury will be— 

On the Ist April, 1826........... $3,261,129 96 On the Ist April, 1828 ........... $7,597,137 98 
PES 6. Kea weausewews 5,738,198 14 DE oo oka xkd oe ceues 10,318,268 11 
oi 3,179,667 16 a 13,039,398 24 
Ist January, 1827......... 5,732,269 32 Ist January, 1829......... 2,663,985 47 
co. rere 8,284,871 48 RG a ot sien vans eens 5,581,563 75 
cathe musa’ Le ee 10,837,473 64 ee ee 8,499,142 03 
Ist October .........2..4. 2.154,877 72 Ist October ............6- 11,416,720 31 
Ist January, 1828......... 4,876,007 85 Ist January, 1830......... 4,844,199 49 





38 B 


VOL. V 














298 


FINANCE. 


[No. 739, 





2. According to the mode exhibited in statement No. 2, the six per cents will be reimbursed thus: 


On the Ist July, 


Ist July, 


1826, 6 per cents of 1813 (16-million loan) 
Ist January, 1827, 6 per cents of 1813 (7}-million loan) 
Ist October, 1827, 6 per cents of 1814 
1828, 6 per cents of 1815 


eoeoereereeeeee 


eeoeeeeeereeee 
oe eer eeeeeseos 
eo error eee ee seoee eee eeeseseeeeeeeseseseseee 


oecer eee oe ee eee eee ee eer eee eee esesr essen eeee 


$11,235,198 08 


5,035,599 16 


13,096,542 90 


9,490,099 10 


And, as being most advantageous, the loans proposed by the Secretary, redeemable in 1829 and 1830, 
to be made as follows: the $9,000,000, for 1826, on the Ist July, 1826; and the $6,000,000, for 1827, on 


the Ist October, 1827. 


The interest paid on the debt will be— 


On the Ist April, 1826........... 
ares ee 
ee 


Ist October... .......... 
Ist January, 1828......... 


$1,022,931 
1,022,931 
966,903 
966,903 
891,369 
891,369 
891,369 
769,921 


And the balances in the Treasury will be— 


82 
82 
85 
85 
86 
86 
86 
72 


On the Ist April, 1828 
Ist July..... 
1st October .. 


oereree oe eeene 


Ist January, 1829......... 


Ist April .... 
Ist July..... 


Ist October 


coer ee ee ee ee 


eecee eres wees 


Ist January, 1830......... 


Total... 

















$769,921 79 
769,921 79 
627,527 23 
627,570 23 
533,820 93 
533,820 3 
533,820 23 
533,820 23 





—$—— 


12,353,947 46 











$9,723,097 28 
12,453,175 56 


5,835,506 23 
8,707,936 00 
4,174,115 77 
7,140,295 54 


10,106,475 31 


5,572,655 08 


$11,235,198 08 


5,035,599 16 


13,096,542 90 


9,490,099 10 








$730,320 22 
688,776 22 
646,606 72 
603,807 22 
560,364 22 
516,268 72 
471,513 22 
440,070 23 





On the Ist April, 1826........... $3,261,129 96 On the Ist April, 1828........... 
PDO hi icdse see sanes os 5,738,198 14 ha! EE TE TEE 
PENN 6.5 ks atekn Kee 6,036,096 21 Bet (CONSE os ska exec ans 
Ist January, 1827......... 8,569,192 36 Ist January, 1829......... 
ere eee 6,142,223 34 re es are 
og SEE ee 8,750,853 48 co hicues FERC CCRT 
ee 11,359,483 62 Sh. ae ee 
Ist January, 1828......... 6,993,019 00 Ist January, 1830......... 

3. According to the mode exhibited in statement No. 3, the six per cents will be reimbursed thus: 

On the Ist July, 1826, of the six per cents of 1813 (16-million loan)..... $3,738,198 08 
tet ChOROUET nk cc ccess _ rere Dscciuscend Meee eee ee 2,533,100 00 
Ist January, 1827...... Bi asnaaceae OG si duadsas as 2,571,100 00 
EINES 65s ccewawees Ee ree err ee eer 2,392,800 00 
IN ccc bes Kenree BEY wedeanees do....(74-million loan).... 2,862,500 00 
let Ceteber. «5. csseses ere ere rene ere Seve, were 2,173,099 16 
Ist January, 1828, of the six per cents of 1814................. 3,236,642 90 
| eae r _ SS DO Ae eek kek aed es owns 2,769,600 00 
ES ce vkak wore eee ee: PE FUCKED EE bee ek OS 2,811,300 00 
SEPT R TTS er DRA ivichniks ieee kek cares 2,853,300 00 
Ist January, 1829......do.......... DN Sim acinsnth eR ReseNs 1,425,700 00 
Ist January, 1829, of the six per cents of 1815................. 1,470,500 00 
errs ee iL ouian Gn ale eek kee eke 2,939,700 00 
a! eT Eee: Tee, Dibbeeswees baci erearnes 2,983,700 00 
bet Dotober.... 5. sc cess ee eee Divi toseteeenaveckee vues 2,096,199 10 

The interest paid on the debt will be— 

On the Ist April, 1826............ $1,022,931 82 On the Ist April, 1828............ 
i ee errr 1,022,931 82 POR 6 WWa ss. Senbeecnsas 
conte lhe tes assignee CELE 966,858 85 ccs th ccmamaeud COUT ECTREE 
Ist January, 1827......... 928,862 35 Ist January, 1829......... 
PR cicdcvanneanes cys 890,295 85 ak. Ce eee ere 
ng EEE CCCT ETI 854,403 85 Sn eee eas 
oo SO ere 811,466 35 DOe CREE 655 Ke scnwrkes 
Ist January, 1828......... 778,869 86 Ist January, 1830......... 

i ee ere 


And the balances in the Treasury will be— 


On the Ist April, 1826............ 
DM D Patkndekens, hace 
cnc tess gue SEE 
Ist January, 1827......... 
ko arr 
Gah cbhees oaks 
Sab CODODET on sos. cae sees 
Ist January, 1828......... 





$3 261,129 


2,000,000 
2,000,041 
2,000,078 
2,216,983 
2,000,079 
2,515,513 
2,000,000 


Ist April, 1828 
Ist July..... 


Ist October 


ore ewe eee enews 


Ist January, 1829......... 


Ist April See 
Ist July..... 
Ist October... 


ee eee eee wees 





11,934,347 52 








$2,000,080 67 


2,000,004 45 
2,000,097 73 
2,000,090 51 
2,000,026 29 
2,000,057 57 
2,932,245 25 
5,992,275 02 








FCM RR 9 
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SINKING FUND FOR THE PAYMENT OF THE PUBLIC DEBT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 8, 1826. 


The Commissioners of the Sinking Fund respectfully report to Congress: 


That the measures which have been authorized by the Board subsequent to the last report of February 
5, 1825, as far as the same have been completed, are fully detailed in the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury to this Board, dated the 4th day of the present month, and in the statements therein referred to, 
which are herewith transmitted, and prayed to be received as part of this report. 
J. C. CALHOUN, 
Vice President. 
J. MARSHALL, 
Chief Justice of the U. S. 
RICHARD RUSH, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
WM. WIRT, 
Wasuineton, February 6, 1826. Attorney General of the U. S. 





Treasury Department, February 4, 1826. 
The Secretary of the Treasury respectfully reports to the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund: 
That the sums disbursed from the Treasury during the year 1824, on account of the 
principal and interest of the public debt, amounted, as per the last annual report, to..... $16,568,393 76 








And have been accounted for in the following manner, viz: 
There was applied for the payment of a sum short provided, on account of the public debt, 

prior to the Ist of January, 1824, as per statement B, annexed to the last annual report, 115,407 50 
And there was applied, during the year 1824, towards the payment of the 

principal and interest of the public debt, as ascertained by accounts 

rendered to this Department, as per annexed statement A, the sum of $16,541,382 04 











Viz: 

In the reimbursement of the deferred stock. ........... cc cce ce eceeree 353,844 30 
In the redemption of the seven per cent. stock............ cece ee ee eeee 8,598,309 35 
In the redemption of the exchanged six per cent. stock................ 2,612,435 69 
In the reimbursement of the Mississippi stock...................-005- 7,242 34 

11,571,831 68 
The interest which accrued for the year 1824 amounted to ............. 4,920,248 17 
And the premium on seven per cent. stock purchased to ............... 49,302 19 





16,541,382 04 
Of this sum there was short provided, consisting of unclaimed dividends 
not applied for by the proprietors, as per annexed statement B..... : 88,395 78 
16,452,986 26 








16,568,393 76 








That during the year 1825, the following disbursements were made by the Treasury on account of the 
principal and interest of the public debt: 





ree Se Ar I I GU OG oo nin acc cccewe secede Secevecceccececewenes $4,373,277 40 
On account of the redemption of the Treasury note stock................0cee een e eens 1,479,374 82 
On account of the redemption of the seven per cent. stock.............0 000 cece ee eees 2,125 60 
On account of the redemption of the exchanged six per cent. stock ................04. 56,539 30 
On account of the redemption of the six per cent. stock of 1812.............000 0 eee 6,187,006 84 
On account of the reimbursement of the Mississippi stock ..............00ceeeee eens 1,524 02 
On account of the reimbursement of Treasury notes ...... 6.0.0 cece eee cece eee eee 2,001 49 
On account of certain parts Of the domestic debt. .... 2.0.00... .cccccssccccccesveces 15 31 
Making together, as appears by statement C, the sum Of..........0.. 2. eee eee eee eee ee 12,101,864 78 








Which disbursements were made from the appropriation of $10,000,000 for the year 1825, and from 
the unexpended balance of the appropriations for previous years, and will be accounted for in the next 
annual report, in conformity to the accounts which shall then have been rendered to this Department. In 
the meantime, the manner in which the said sum has been applied is estimated as follows: 


There is estimated to have been applied to the deficiency at the end of the year 1824, as 
er nlek i te Rae ete pn a ered eK RDOADRANVAEER CREWE DONORS $88,3 

In the reimbursement of the principal of the public debt, as per statement E........... 728,5 
And on account of the interest on the debt, viz: 

The interest for 1825, including $11 68 paid in that year for premium on 


seven per cent. stock purchased in 1824, is estimated at........... $4,381,746 96 
Of this sum there is estimated to have been short provided, as per esti- 
i SP Cee Ce eT Terr ere eT eT ree 96,853 66 


4,284,893 30 








12,101,864 78 
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A statement G is annexed, which exhibits the state of the annual appropriation on account of the 
debt on the Ist of January, 1826, and a statement, marked H, of the funded debt on the same day. 


RICHARD RUSH. 


All which is respectfully submitted. 





A. 


Statement of the application, during the year 1824, of the funds provided for the payment of the principal and 


interest of the public debt. 


I. PAYMENTS ON ACCOUNT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE PUBLIC DEBT. 


. Reimbursement of the deferred stock...............ccccccccsceces 
. Redemption of the seven per cent. stock. ..... 0... cece ceeccesccens 
Redemption of the exchanged six per cent. stock ...........---0045 
Reimbursement of Mississippi stock. ........... cee cee cece eeeeeees 


II. PAYMENTS ON ACCOUNT OF THE INTEREST AND FOR PREMIUM OF STOCK PURCHASED. 


1. The interest for the year 1824, as per accounts settled at the Treasury, 
ET ee EP Pe eee eee Te Te eee ee ee eee 


2. Premium of the purchase of seven per cent. stock under the act of 


I, BUEN oi b eS AEiee ts dcce edie esd cacseose odes eres 


$353,844 30 
8,598,309 35 
2,612,435 69 


7,242 54 





4,920,248 17 
49,302 19 





$11,571,831 68 


4,969,550 36 





16,541,382 04 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, February 1, 1826. 





B. 


Statement of the provision made before January 1, 1825, for the payment of the principal and interest of the 


public debt. 


The demands to be satisfied on the Ist of January, 1825, were as follows: 


1. Dividends payable by the Commissioners of Loans, including dividends 
due on that day, and exclusive of dividends no longer demandable at 
EE Le TTT ETT CTT TT TILT TEE EET TET eT Ce 

2. Unclaimed dividends from the Loan Offices, payable at the Treasury, 
beyond the amount advanced for their payment................4- 

3. Balance due the late agents in London, per Treasury settlement, 
G5 5k CEN EN1T CNRS Roe RK SUdE Ce CER VENNS UNTO A Re Kee Oo 


The funds provided to satisfy these demands were as follows: 
. Cash in the hands of Commissioners of Loans, applicable to dividends 
. Cash advanced for Treasury dividends over the amount payable...... 
. Cash paid for bills of exchange on account of the debt, which were 
protested for non-payment and not yet repaid, as per note A to state- 
ment B, which accompanied the report of the Commissioners of the 
Sinking Fund of the 7th of February, 1822...................4.. 


eon = 


CAO Ria So vbw caer esha rierearnKacin sé cnkvebee oe 


$1,252,498 06 


204,968 63 
1,474 44 





$1,256,618 39 


9,989 22 





$1,458,941 18 


1,370,545 35 





88,395 78 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


TreasuRY DepartTMENT, Register’s Office, February 1, 1826. 
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C. 





List of warrants drawn according to law, during the year 1825, on the Treasurer of the United States, on 


account of interest on the funded debt of the United States. 





Date. 


In whose favor. 





1825. 


January 1 


March 23 


24 


25 


31 
April 6 


June 22 


23 


July 1 


Septemb’r 21 


Vf 
December 22 


28 
29 


31 


Mare) 24 





5685 
5748 
6009 


_— 
_ Oo 


SSN RBRERESSEEE 


8 a 
— 

Js QAO o 

Se OO & Ht 


’ 
’ 


© 0 © @w =2 2 + 
aus S&S 6 i) 


8388 
89 
90 
92 

6402 
93 

6552 

6710 
11 
12 
13 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
26 
27 
28 
29 
33 

7028 
29 
30 
31 
33 
34 

7035 


37 
38 
47 
49 
53 


58 


6018 


20 
21 


~ 


22 


25 





Branch Bank, Boston....... cece eeceee Core cccccccccceveecceeeevceceeccsens cocccccececees eoccccccce 
cccccceeAOsccees Fayettevill€..cccccses ease Ab eeip Casa WSb ib 6 Sa eehe 8680 040s tsee Css 6 see eeeeneeeeleeees coccccees 
Bank of the United States.....c.cccccececees ecccee coccce aiaisibsereieieieieee Paikatiaeee ceases seccccecccceces occee 
Branch Bank, Washington........ssseceeeeeeees Cccvcccveee sacsaccececitiees Wate deaeGeedsencesedan cccccees 
We Be PMCHED iy vice cuisines geeces se ebem cecaneeeseceen odes W000 peceeecccccscesecces ° ° e ccccce 
Scisie vices AOvcvceisssie eeeciee +sesnsneeis seeneisesesie Winie 6 #10:96:610)0;6, 016-0/610:0. 61606006096 «0 Sedans setesiecesseuceleeasic 
Bank of the United States....... ccccccccces Neseoe dedegensceedeatneeesenrvevewausans ecccccccccccece 
Branch Bank, Baltimore...... Cccccccccccccceccccccces POOree Cre rrrererereere errr rer reer re err eoee 
cece ceeedO..eoeePOMsMOUthh.... seeces coceee ecccccceccccce 0066 000nee Cece cece esecesecceeesss Sees eccccee 
000040 0edOseccceHAltOllecce cocceee cccccc cece cccccs $600 cece cece cocceacscccccces coccceecccns wccccccccccces 
Trenton Banking Company.........++++ b sdiginwie races Kdevsoceesoeccceess eeccccees ccc ccceccccccccce eoee 
Bank of the United States.....scsscccssesccccccees 66.0000.00ce cocccccc ceceessocsccesecoes eo ccccccccccce 
Branch Bank, Charleston ......ccccccccccscccccccece Cccccccccccccccscccece PPYTETITILETT TET 
sais'e bes UD eevee sMICMIMONU Suicc dnsisee 0000 snecececseciceveseeekseeessntede bocedees thes cccnsececeeseecdecns 
$:6:01¢:0.¢ AD s00000 PFOVIGEHCEs 0:0.0000.000000.000 60000000000eece cect ence cccecccececncssscces pecceeeccees ececcece 
cocccccedOcccece Boston. ....+ ese set leeascane we ecec cccccccccccccccncc cect cecece coccscocescescoce ee 
sasissieeic DOs cccc NOW YORK scccccccccccoseese osceseecee ° caseeusedeees eccccccccccces 
Senieeeee dO...00% PIGHOWNs sane sanieiceecececswoceesee ° geiiaeeninae cea Kes dbo ccrecenccccceese eoee 
a0 6is8 UO s veces kt AVCULCVINCs 000,000: casiccosccsccesieccaes Retsaancenete sane vianaedeceree coves Uervedanes ccccce 
+00 000sdOccceee Richmond,...... «s+ Seesaw cour asinnas sence onde Socacccccccccocecceses ceecieesoccce aeewews 
senvceee 0Os.06< Portsmouth....... rrr Ore ee Co oe cecrcrceeccciocss cccccscceesceece eecccevcccce cece 
Bank of the United States.......... ECO ebevaaonnces eccccccccccs hain aieinniern Sscccesese 
Branch Bank, Baltimore .............006+ eccccccece Oocccccccccccccccs eecccccccs Occ eeeccccccecreccceeseoes 
Bank of the United States......cccccccccccscccvecs saseeecsasiaasic Co ecccecccccecee Aodeweineeas cadence wegielee 
Branch Bank, Washington......sseeeeeeeeeeeece OCP er errr rrr errr errr ere ere reer rere ees 
Bs Pe RUCKER cscs ceisscueeeovess ts vieceeces o ccceccccccccccce WisiO016i6 Ovo elsiwleseviesiacelascceceees eee coccece 
Pais Spe Ml cle wees giecisecie eve seis'eiswicbiscrsees, cease s.veee Cusesoies caindisigweasieides een vesine cecccccsccccces eoecceces 
Branch Bank, Hartford........... eee ecccees coevecccccecs o cecece ee eccececccccecs ec ccee covcecccccccs 
esse eee Ooo cece CharlestOn...occcce coccccccece eee cecccc ccc ccccccescoccccce ce esiadie recs 
peceleniee Oven ss F POVIUCNCCsccccctesees esasececes eddie disececedeedeeesietees oc ccccccc cece cccccccccccceces 
Trenton Banking Company .......s.eeeececees 01960 0666.0000 C8ebseersinesccoes occ cece cece cece cccccncscocees 
Branch Bank, Boston ...... sesesecsesescees C8Oe Cdn needecivece ceesseseeddoce dene cesecesecueseees 
coccccceAOccccceRICHMONG. reece seccce wecc cece cece cece cccccccoecoccee ¢ ° eoccese ccvceccecece 
Branch Farmers’ Bank, Delaware. .... ....eeeeeeee eccece Acs Asin esos eeeeseeeeeeecamamnesleeesicnceseed 
Branch Bank, New York.......+.eeeeeee TOPELETLIMILTT LETTER TTT eT rrr rr rrrrrrr errr eee ee eeeee 
coccccesdOvcccce Fayetteville .......00. coves ecccvcces cece ccccccccccccccce Cocccs cecccccess ceccecccee coe 
Bank Of the United Statess cisccsccecccccccceccscececceccscesecs 0 Co cccc cence eee ccenncseccsocecccoencece 
Branch Bank, Washington: o.0000 vscccccsscscecccsseesevecece ebeceeeRedaedccrereaseees Cdtece eceedeee 
T. T. Tucker. ..sccccoce eecccccces Coc cce seer cccccccs cece cece ccescccccccccccee © tedccccecescsese ssceces 
pied ares AOe caisisied a mscdisleinees oBA66 side ben csc clgeecisewasseees sis ecccccccces Cdecsccccovecs cccccce eeeece 
Branch Bank, Portsmouth.......++++ eeeeececcccccsccces to cececcccececevecececs eee cecccece 
oc cceeEOcscece BOStON. cocccccccccccce dc cencccccesescccseccesccs evcccccccccccces . eccccccccccccccce 
cecccece 1G so oc'n se PTOVIUCIICE ¢ 15.010 0:0:06:010100 010 0,00.0:6.0 06:56.0066 0060 060s eccicces -seueses ceed ccccacdcescoccocesescs 
coc cccedOcc cece AMtlOrd, cocvecccccccccccsccecccvcs Ce rere cecccccccccc cece cc cect else ceccceccccccccccoees 
Trenton Banking Company. ..0cccccccccccercccccccesccccceccsccccccece ce cccccccece eocccce ecccccce eceee 
Bank of the United States.........+06+ Snadlesicwieieiseles Recvweewawaties sccccccee dds eeecens once sececaeccecees 
Branch Bank, Baltimore......++++e++- ce ccccccece o cccccccccccecceccce ce cccecccs ccc cece cccccecececs 
sev cece Ovccces Charleston ..... Ss sisinsiewnasieenes onccceccccssccccesccesese neces coecescecoes Sesnewsauasecre 
voce cceeAOccccce Richmond.... .. 6 dinscneesbsnececce tSNeea Saciawssceeewies bows Seccecee eocce eccce ecececccece 
weedeeiee GO siecc cc NEW YOLK vccccccccccescccccccccccccsccsccccsec ents ccs csscescnsesceccecsceccecescecseses 
Branch Farmers’ Bank, Delaware....... eeccccee oe ccccceccccccces eeccccccccccecs Oceecccccccccccce: ccceces 


Branch Bank, Hartford....... cece vccc cece ccs cocs ccevcccccccces Cbs eceseccscceseeescsecee Seccccescceccs 
Trenton Banking Company...........+ eine pbiaisiere cecccccee cocoee Sesemeeaiceeeseas Newenaeeseeeee eaecavecee 
Bank of the United States..........5 PERCE eC RCAC Cnr Sore Riscigkisisce wedeet reer eereceet 
Branch Bank, Baltimore .......eecceseeceeccceeeeees veceee cececces eeccccccceces 0 cecccecccccccecs ecececee 
Thomas T. Tucker. ....00 socscccess ee Cer or Cece cccccccccccccccecccccs ccc cece ccccccs e veccee ecccce 


caneds $00. cece Sicaaaiet sb sista vemwreewe sees tsictbcesse seus Eerie ween cate eesecaveceres eeaenleRecisae esa 
Bank of the United States..... pada wile naieinamsieeceaens eeneesasemnescue wieenectaa Gavikdewwes Stites deenoees 
Branch Bank, Washington.......eeseeeseeceeees sscecseces Cccceccecccs sececcccesescees ccc cccccccccccoce 
PPTL OLE ee et PORBMOUID  c0cccccceccecos beneasnens seecerensuhsecedeseeecouseseenoecune Pere 
assie see eOvecs<c CRRUICAOOIN 6 5.55-6.500:.6 scan cane vewicecsecleens. ses se dedieiee ss esse vcccecdiedcuacendeenetionse sens 
aigoa\ae ein Earnie ON IR vb eic'a ax 6: o s'olnlais sells vclns cintareb nera/Oa Sellen eueesasedaprressiasnesueeucumeeeneawesteswaes 
cevelOeccee ePFOVIGENCE, .ccesecees whieees Ubiiemesncepeeceee RaWedceiOnseeenmnined du delecamnewaes sacsieowees 
sewaes DOsccees BOHM 00s sdeccscss cscs Saenecesaceannaces WSSRNL CEO URESS ev eoesee paeaeawe abv eeKecweeeee 
wale ocala sus RCRCMIONG +904 ene es siceuiseactocw esas eeedcvenersinweoeue Gin kaieelOd-galal ca bala eenwaleeanaeee 


Redemption of Treasury note 6 per cent. stock. 


Bank of the United States......ssseeeees Waves dvsness sileeceese 





Branch Bank, Baltimore......cccseecccceccecccesccseecscececs Seecsrrecececcs eeecee Scchinddesecesages ee 
coc ccc edOcccceePOFtSIMOUN crceccccccccscccccvcese sovcccce sees ccccsecccces TT TTT Terre 
sso ewes do......Hartford......... Sdiaias\eninn@s weceeu ase cncleSheseescieeessenaeisedeedeccnes adescaseeneeie 

Trenton Banking Company....seeeeeeeeeeeves S ddsnie baci cSesebsibieecnecesunesdsinddesiecneceaaes cesesccece 
Branch Bank, Charleston.......+..+++ 0:6 0100.0 0000:0:900 0000 000 ecesecescecceeceseces. cece cecee Seeeedoad cece 








Amount. 





$231 77 
85 23 
5,127 53 
9,726 72 
11,618 75 
1,800 99 
587,932 45 
46,482 84 
2,709 89 
1,800 61 
2,068 32 
28, 687 50 
36,210 55 
4,267 79 
4,913 88 
153,759 36 
212, 399 31 
7 50 

117 18 

75 00 
2,397 01 
637, 132 64 
45,342 99 
5,085 70 
7,265 89 
11,576 52 
1,800 99 
1,715 01 
33,340 86 
5,015 80 
1,762 77 


2,354 86 
149, 528 82 
5,008 57 
1,668 37 
2,757 84 
631,425 97 
45,213 41 
34,055 00 
4,568 00 
213, 391 75 
15 87 
1,663 58 
2,677 94 
576,567 02 
40,520 44 
12,264 27 
1,615 74 
5,085 70 
6,890 03 
2,266 20 
30,434 82 
202,144 04 
4,700 00 
134,823 70 
3,700 00 


4,373,277 40 
635, 860 67 
46,346 11 
20,387 46 

2,400 00 

4,719 43 
24,879 96 
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C—Continued. 





Date. | No. In whose favor. Amount. 





1825. 





March 25 | 26 Branch Bank, Richmond... .oseccceccccsccccccccvcccccessssvcscesssssessseseesecs cess cece csceesssssoces $8,665 71 
| BFL occw ew swdllcnccvs A ROUMUCRIOE 6b: 0500's 5 di6ib0'0 0 0's 40s p0 60'5'500 0 00)0 0 ov  64s0b 50d boone ss D¥be ECS ORNS SSS. Koss B0s6 12,468 30 

26 | Be Isacsus SeOni eens WV BEMRBOON 5 6.60 5 0 65:0 010 0:0:05:0'00:0.0'0 60'05'6.5:0'0 0600 60105 010.00 04006010500 0.00 :090 40504 4506004000 004% 25,499 55 

31 | <a ee Sr eee hades So heeshbsssb baw eneeiwese heehee sO She 0s oun s sehen seus bsdbbekeGaseeeces 359, 000 62 

April 6 | BIR ick capes neo c ctr, BOM oe dkisg one ns sus beneAwned ene sane ss bess ese e RS wees whens wah sens aebeGese Gaus cae 338,579 48 
BS dicceeccetibsscssctONeGlls csncsscoaeve kaa ela 500 00 

August 5 6607 |.. ¢000eAOoe coe eFAYCteVille ..cccecccccscccesccccecevccccccssccccecvcccecccccecccoseccccccssccescccsescese| 67 53 


nn aaa ian 
Redemption of 7 per cent. stock. ; Hissin. 374 82 
January 12 5748 ANE SSANKS WMV RMRE UAC o.a\o0i5 nnd 560i bess Somes vm aneais Web asisecloieeabeweeeen Gee eunsackeseeececeence’ 32 52 


19 | BS HapskisteO sees eae RANK: winis sicko suaas cues boson ch ouce bce oak bebe wk eRe WER CAs od ea ree eee eas 250 00 


February 2 99  SoRCEM ADEE EL MERE RII INTEA bao aicnuccishoaencku dae ta Coerere rete iie ba easun ete becsurihbawsewsawhenousas 1,842 19 
May cette PURI 5 55 OTST TL LL, a re aa See i ene Sn ee Ee wn eee a AT 89 
—_—_—_—_— oo 
9.195 
Redemption of exchanged 6 per cent. stock. —? 


5685 RMEEE ESOS MONLON nin 654) sic sbunnee asin pin sia ens suaees Webee” NenWnisleew es SU GRREa Eee hans Reh cone ee uae 15,451 32 
30,000 00 


January 


~_ 


1 
February 2 Be His RES ee Manse ap PRT MCNMIMNOINNL 52.55 <a pinis mises cio Be isla va bas wa wiawelewonaeuu Babies Da weu Wash enc ebesanubee Seno eRNS 6.087 98 
8 5,000 00 


April 


—__. 





Ee Eng « 
Reimbursement of Mississippi stock. en i” 


May 2 6239 | Richard Smith....... WS <\0'6'n\s'b s'0/016/a's 010.6 0 80.0 s)0 5 ois bininle wnys\s 0910's 0'0\6i0i0\a'sio'e b\oie's an'e'eie'e sie eigis Sas eeiesee sees eeesee| 499 02 


Septemb’r 10 Der Sarees Ueno mane ieee k {cits nisia hace nis suk BWM Rec w See SO In Wie ease BENG OR Coasts CNG ORE Seer a UE mewmEn sctll 1,025 00 





1,524 02 


Reimbursement of Ti easury notes. 





June 10 6355 EBRD PERKS WE MEMEO S 5650s is 4100505555 sons wns oan b Os wise Send aK Skee R Soe Saeko SENSE Rea Oeeweweeawesewel 493 29 
1,508 20 


7046 RISMMIE SUMEISEA LCA GS cbs oub one eee eb SE Ae REESE chee REE SA eS OUR OK KE ew ae OSE ASL See ee 


December 26 


| Redemption of 6 per cent. stock of 1812. 2,001 49 


Septemb’r 23 6716 Branch Bank, Washington........ piale'e sisin Sods5s sienion wees Mean nionws hee eeeewaUdaeaensicasnenoemeieeseser 258, 825 94 





24 BO ceca ppet Dee ea re pITtNIOTEN iain we shwascnudeinseaunwhecenenccdesaGchs eae aube rc huae eset i aie eeeeea ees 8,500 00 
PA TSEhe Pe oEED soba a RisOEMccnh cmon k scape assoc so ebunewsebircwiewsis ae hse ee ed enw ene lheka Sau CORO EN Sekek eukaeseat 1,147,728 68 

RE cen EpaE ile hyn b he MONEMCMUD: ous od aigkw pau conecabia en seeieswinenn baie aukuee sean Seen Saeco tae eee e eae 18, 807 04 

Bo lesen sari bonne Piers crusas| cecaecasabansndsxs ceewenn sense uxusse sisween'eseaboobobn cer eeeeue Oise tenesen 4,981 83 

24 | DEIR EP RMR CEONMNNY Syns0s sna senbacuinise soap es ekien: Sha bes beeNuay en Sioa Sek ewr ee le meas eee oekcx 81,147 52 

BP. 1 SME ON MEA MONO ESEMLOR ob oon oo ce saci iu Ss seibeulesenior esses ancenebecaeouedesean eek au keualcke tow kecea 2,735,245 69 

Po Meret ML aN K MBOMUNE Caco vcopaanreheuans causes waren wclieGGen act hes Sauea a Rae Eee ees ein ices 308,696 39 

27 OR SE ea oe ae eee ae eT ee enor ee 214,245 31 

26 Sas hapa ange bem tAInEMIN OMIA: osm 5 hints po 41/8 Sth bie wie a Sw Wis Ww 0s bl Se BSN SEN ob oc baic web eee we he eee ees 55,020 40 
29 EP) ipsneractesnnysnMcW, MMM Mone. ‘sicseackauiemn'osa sou niee isis ounsie earns bieou se’ S56) suaaico<oesnd SaCe¥ spaean eases 1,353, 808 04 
Paying certain parts of domestic debt. 6/187, 008 0 





November 23 6953 DENN Shs ho Nae Skee Spunsoaneuacabbaecesocuen® rose ewev sees seeseessaseseacecsevascces cees sess ceseee| 15 31 





RECAPITULATION. 


Interest on the funded debt of the United States......sessecececsrccnsecccecccsceccsscessesccescsesesesccssssessscsscccsscsscsessssess $4,373,277 40 
Redemption OF TTCRsUry NOLS G PEriCENE. BOCK oc 0.0 0000:010:0,0:65010 0.0:64's's 000s 60.06.0505 :00:000000 00 0500 :6i0'0 ses 000s 0646050 0000.00 0006000080 0008 1,479, 374 82 
NE a ee ee Sa oe ee ee eee ee er een 2,125 60 
Redempiagn OF CXCHANEED B PET CEN, BLOCK. 2.0. 00.00.0.0.5000.008000 6054 0000 .0:0,6 01010010000 0010 6010 00.0000 000000 600060 00sseeeeeeciccce cases cose 56,539 30 
SONNE AML PUROEAMENNEROCKs wance 5069 nw dnse 505 0sbns'sinne'n ve ss os 0s Wines 06.06% 64,610'50:0 6% si0lb 00's wa be bu'0's/0's e's d'6-65)0'6105.64-010. 05 280% 1,524 02 
ern a WIS MME Obs cache usp ss ee nice ssnedew sen Shbebss sess e 05006600500 oe 0468606 2,001 49 
Redemption of 6 per cent. stock Of 1812........eeeeee oe vee Lab wads Se UEbRE eee uve N soo bbas NEaESS ee reese beds 6,187,006 84 
PARIS CCI PRIEST MOMESUC EDL. 2 52 010 0ic 0 510:0:910\00'0'0:4 6.01040 1560066:04)55 1006 s.6sseSewnisiessios 010601010606 6o0e0400 5 00.o000b00see bees ecseesce 15 31 


"12, 101,864 78 








TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, February 1, 1826. JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 





D. 


Repayments into the Treasury during the year 1825 in relation to the public debt. 





No. of Date. On whom drawn. For what purpose. 


warrant. 


Amount. 











4312 June 30, 1825.........., Isaac Laurence, President of the Branch Bank, | Interest received by Wagstaff on $4,000 of six per $2, 820 
| New York, Acting Commissioner of Loans. cent. stock of 1812. 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, February 1, 1826. 























SINKING 


FUND. 





E. 


Estimate of the application, in 1825, of the funds provided for the payment of the principal and interest of the 
public debt falling due in that year. 


tedemption of the 7 per cent. sto 


Reimbursement of Treasury notes 


TI Oe OD BO 


. Paying certain parts of the domestic debt 


I. ON ACCOUNT OF THE PRINCIPAL. 


ck 


Redemption of the Treasury note 6 per cent. stock 


oe ee ew eee eee ee eee ees eee eseeeeseeeeseeeeeeeeeeee 


tedemption of exchanged 6 per cent. stock of 1812 
Redemption of the 6 per cent. stock of 1812 
Reimbursement of Mississippi stock 


eeoeeere eee eee eee eee eee see eeeeeee 


eee ee eee eee eee ee eeee eee eee eee e sree eeee 


oe eee eee eee eee eee eee ese eoeeese ees ese eee eeeseeeees 


ee eee eee eee eee ee eee eee eee eee e eee eee seeseesesesenes 


eoere eee eee ee ee eee eee eee eee eee eee eeeeee 


II. ON ACCOUNT OF THE INTEREST AND PREMIUM. 


1. The interest which accrued during the year 1825 is estimated at 
9. Premium paid on the purchase of 7 per cent. stock 


Total 


$4,381,735 28 
11 68 


se eee eee see see eeee 





$1,479,374 
2,113 
56,539 
6,187,006 
1,524 
2,001 

15 





1,728,575 


4,381,746 


96 





oer e eer eeee eee ee eee seers ee eeseeee seers eee sees eoeeeseeeeeseeeeseseeereeee 


12,110,322 


66 








JOSEPH NOURSE, 


Treasury Department, Legister’s Office, February 1, 1826. 





F. 


Register. 


Estimate of the funds provided before the 1st of January, 1826, for the payment of the principal and interest of 
the public debt which fell due before that day. 


Amount short provided on the Ist of January, 1825, per the foregoing statement B 


Application, per estimate E 


eeeereeee 


ee «6 «6 os 


eee eee 


se ee ee eee eee eee ese eee ee eeeeeseeseseseeseeses 


78 
66 





12,198,718 


Amount of warrants which were issued during the year 1825, on account of the principal 


and interest of the public debt, as per statement C, is 


Short provided on account of unclaimed dividends 


12,101,864 


44 


78 





oe eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee sree eeee 


96,853 


66 








JOSEPH NOURSE, 


Treasury Department, Legister’s Office, February 1, 1826. 


G. 


Register. 


Statement of the annual appropriation of ten millions of dollars, by the second section of the act to provide for 
the redemption of the public debt, passed on the 3d of March, 1817. 








Application in 1817.............. $10,000,000 00 
Application in 1817, in anticipation 
of the appropriation for 1818.. — 2,830,108 52 
Application in 1818.............. 7,169,891 48 
Pee ink iwwsee kee 7,703,821 87 
PE kk whe Swe se 8,628,514 28 
a 8,367,093 62 
Es 7,849,159 67 
os ge eee 5,929,805 86 
PN Sek casvwans 16,568,393 76 
1825, per accompany- 
ing report.... $12,101,864 78 
Deduct repayment. 2,820 09 
12,099,044 78 
Balance unapplied January 1,1826.. 3,254,166 16 
90,000,000 00 








Treasury Department, Register’s Office, February 1, 1826. 


Appropriation for 1817 
1818 


eee ereeeeeeeses 


$10,000,000 











10,000,000 
10,000,000 
10,000,000 
10,000,000 
10,000,000 
10,000,000 
10,000,000 
10,000,000 





90,000,000 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
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H. 


Statement of the funded debt of the United States on the 1st of January, 1826 


Residue of deferred stock reimbursed...... SS aoe ee eT Cai Mood Pa Neder $357,544 91 
Seven per cent. stock reimbursed in 1824 was, in statement G, whic h ‘accompanied the 
last report of the Commissioners, short estimated. Ee ee Ee TTT ee eee 1,000 00 


Amount of principal of the funded debt reimbursed in 1825, per foregoing estimate E, viz 
A Ee OEP OPN BUNK. 6c oss csc cacicccnsasvscecssscseaces GL 479,374 89 





even mer Went BIOCK... .....65.6.2 eer rer re eaves ee ere 2,113 92 
Exchanged six per cent. stock..... ere errr rrr. Liew werwehass 56,539 30 
Six per cent. stock of 1812......... deuce eee ee Mee Keniccesys ee oe 
7,725,034 88 
Amount of the funded debt January 1, 1826 .....................06.- ceeessecedaccs Speen Te 
89,069,117 51 











Amount of funded debt on the Ist of January, 1825, per statement G, which accompanied 
the report of the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund of the 5th February, 1825.... $86,468,268 51 


Sevend moiety of the loan of 26th May, 1824 ..........scvecccessccececconses ...-e- 2,500,000 00 
Treasury note stock credited in 1825........ oe reer Tere eee rere weeeNe ees ede 5,143 73 
Six per cent. stock of 1814, to be reported on ..........cccccccecceces ere er rer 95,105 27 


89,069,117 51 











JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury Department, [egister’s Office, February 1, 1826. 





19TH Coneress. | No. 741, [1st Session. 








EXTENSION OF TIME FOR BENEFIT OF DRAWBACK OF DUTIES ON EXPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 15, 1826. 


Treasury Department, February 14, 1826. 


Sir: Ihave the honor to enclose herewith a report upon the subject of enlarging the time within 
which merchandise may be exported with benefit of drawback from one to two years; prepared in obedience 
to a resolution of the House of Representatives, passed on the 2d of March, 1825. 

I have the honor to remain, with the highest respect, your obedient ser vant, 


RICHARD RUSH. 
Hon. Speaker of the House of Representatives of the United States. 





REPORT. 


In obedience to the order of the House of Representatives, the Secretary of the Treasury has had 
under consideration the resolution of the House, adopted at the second session of the eighteenth Congress, 
March 2, 1825, directing him to report at the present session of Congress “whether any, and if any, what, 
effect would be produced upon the revenue and commerce and navigation of the United States by 
extending the time within which merchandise may be exported with the benefit of debenture from one to 
two years, and what amount of duties ought to be retained to repay the disbursements of the Treasury upon 
this branch of trade; and also whether any additional Government storehouses will be necessary if the 
system of deposit now applicable to wines, teas, and distilled spirits should be extended to merchi indise 
of every description ;” and has given to the same every attention that the recent period at which it came 
to his hands would allow. 

Before the duties of the Department had devolved upon him a circular letter was addressed to the 
Collectors of the ports requesting such information as they might possess on the subject of the above 
resolution, with their opinion and views of the effect which the adoption of the measure to which it 
points would be likely to produce. It was not until a day immediately preceding the session of Congress 
that some of the answers to this circular arrived, and others are still to be received; nor does the 
Secretary find himself able to command during the session those opportunities of inv estivating fully the 
whole subje ct embraced by the resolution which, at seasons when the calls upon his official time were 
less constant and pressing, might have been open to him. Nevertheless, he does not feel at liberty to 
delay the report any longer , though conscious that it will be offered in a shape less satisfactory than, 
under other circumstances, ‘he might have been permitted to hope. Without more apology he will 
proceed to state the conclusions to which he has arrived under the several heads of the resolution; and, 
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I. As to the effect of the measure contemplated upon the public revenue. 


It is not believed that the measure would produce any unfavorable operation upon the public revenue. 
The standard of revenue would still be consumption. It is the capacity of the country to purchase and 
use dutiable merchandise brought into it from foreign countries that will give the true standard of the 
impost revenue. The amount of consumption depending upon the wants of the country and its ability to 
buy, and the latter being always more or less affected by price, it is scarcely to be imagined that 
increased importations could ever have a tendency to diminish consumption. It might rather be supposed 
that the tendency would lie the other way, though in this instance no such effect ought to be anticipated 
from the proposed measure, since the new door that would be opened to exportation would be commensu- 
rate with the increased importations. But, although increased consumption is neither the object nor 
ought to be looked to as an immediate effect of the measure, it might, to a certain extent, follow as an 
incidental and ultimate effect from the augmented amount and variety of imports that would be accumu- 
lated in the country. This would sometimes, it may be presumed, afford facilities and inducements to 
larger purchases of foreign articles than would otherwise be made, and at prices suited both to the buyer 
and the seller. Nor is there reason to think that any increase of danger to the interests of the home 
manufacturer would be the result, so far as the projected measure is concerned, but the contrary. For at 
present, when from any causes a larger supply of foreign articles is brought into the country than its 
wants for the year demand, which from the nature of trade will occasionally take place in this as in all 
importing countries, the excess is thrown upon the market at irregular and reduced prices. Hence, an 
increased consumption is forced upon the country, whilst the importer and the home manufacturer become 
alike the sufferers. But, by the measure proposed, the enlarged period of exportation would serve to 
carry off this excess, to give it a new vent, to multiply the channels through which, instead of injury to 
the country, a profitable commerce at a distance might open to its merchants, and wealth be brought back 
to its lap. If it be said that, by the forced consumption alluded to, the revenue nevertheless gains, since 
the duties must be paid upon all foreign articles thrown, through whatever causes or in whatever dispro- 
portionate quantities, upon the country, the answer obviously is, that the revenue of a country never can 
be usefully or permanently benefitted by what produces extensive loss and ruin to individuals. Such a 
principle would be wholly unsound, and cannot be admitted in any wise system of policy or finance, All 
operations of purchase and sale must rest upon a foundation of permanent advantage to both buyer and 
seller, or the trade of the country in which they take place cannot ultimately prosper. 

The conclusion that seems to follow from the foregoing considerations is, that the impost revenue 
would not, at all events, be injuriously affected by the measure in question. Some temporary incon- 
venience might be expected to flow from it at first in the further uncertainties that would be thrown over 
the annual anticipations of the amount of revenue from this source; but it is not conceived that this 
would constitute any serious objection. 

The amount of debenture bonds issued within the year on exportations under the present system 
can never be precisely foreknown, and an estimate at the commencement of the year of their prospective 
or future amount can be formed only by taking into view their amount on the importations of one or more 
years that are passed. The same rule of calculation would soon come to be applicable under a change 
of system that enlarged the time of exportation to two years, and with the same approaches to certainty 
in the result. The remote future would be brought by the revolution of a few years to within the range 
of a vision as distinct as that which now applies to the nearer future. 


II. The effect of the measure upon the commerce and navigation of the United States. 


It is believed that the effect of the measure upon the commerce and navigation of the United States 
would be decidedly beneficial. That commerce flourishes in proportion as it is free is a principle that 
requires no demonstration. The experience of all nations gives attestation to its soundness, and what- 
ever may have been the dissentient voices to it in other times, they appear no longer to be heard. The 
only restriction upon this principle is to be found in that which makes it secondary in practice to the safe- 
guard of the internal industry of a country in those essential branches of labor and art for which its 
productions and its other capacities especially fit it, and without the establishment and success of which 
the full point of national wealth and independence never can be reached. In no nation distinguished by its 
riches and power, and invited by its resources into the pursuit of manufacturing industry, has the freedom 
of commerce ever been seen to commence until this species of industry was first, in point of fact, essentially 
secured. Beyond the limit of this cardinal policy, all nations, where the principles of commerce are under- 
stood, seem to be acquiescing more and more in the wisdom of casting off its shackles. Nations in which 
these essential branches of industry have not yet been successfully reared up are manifestly not upon an 
equal footing with those contemporancous nations in which they are seen already to exist and flourish; as 
the fact of their complete establishment, whatever diversity of theory there may be as to the causes by 
which it was brought about, is a preponderating, overwhelming advantage, against which no unassisted 
exertions, however strenuous, no counter efforts of ingenuous or resolute industry, however they may be 
stamped in the abstract by an equipollent virtue, can hope to prevail. A true discrimination thence 
perceives that a nation in the first of these predicaments is in a situation to require adventitious aid to 
its home industry precisely at the moment that one in the second feels itself able to relax in this policy, or 
dispense with it altogether; whilst both profess equal homage to the abstract maxims that inculcate the 
benefits of a free trade in every species of manufacture, differing only in the point of time and relative 
maturity when they begin to act apon them—a difference, however, so decisive as to change ali parallel 
in their respective situations into contrast. 

A general reference to these principles is deemed to belong to 2 proper estimate of the branch of the 
resolution under consideration, as the belief that the measure contemplated by it will benefit the commerce 
and navigation of the United States is held in full conjunction with the belief that it will trench upon no 
interest within their own borders. It cannot, in fact, benefit these great branches of external industry 
without at the same time giving activity to all the operations of internal industry to those of the mechanic, 
the manufacturer, the laborer, the agriculturist. To ship building, this first of manufactures, the most 
extensive, the most useful, the most enriching of all others, and which, in the United States, through the 
co-operating influence of early legislative assistance, now flourishes in a manner to meet the competition 
of the world—divested of that assistance to this great manufacture, which links to itself so many other 
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profitable occupations in a country, the measure will have a natural tendency to impart a fresh spring, 
The nation has already derived advantages too manifold and signal from this magnificent branch of labor 
and art not to avail itself of every occasion that may give promise of enlarging the capacity and orbit of 
its action. Its eonnexion is too intimate with the national advancement and history, under views the 
most animating and the most imposing; with its riches, its commercial power, and prosperity, and, looking 
beyond objects merely commercial, with the foundations of its defence and the memorials of its glory, not 
to deserve every further aid which can be bestowed upon it. Not, however, such aid as it once required 
and received. It is that portion of our industry which may now safely be left to itself, with no other 
anxiety than to see it unrestrained by whatever may tend to confine within limits its full ability to an 
active, enterprising, and universal range. Fostered at the era of its infancy, it now sces itself at a point 
of vigor and strength adequate to self-support, and willing to rely upon its own intrinsic means for wider 
extension. It has, in short, emphatically placed the United States in the front rank of competition for the 
carrying trade of the world; and all that they now ask of other nations is, that navigation should be as 
exempt from regulation, as unfettered in all respects, as they themselves, by laws already in existence, 
have declared their policy and their wish that it should be; laws which only wait the assent of other 
commercial States to become, as far as the example of the United States can operate, universal throughout 
the commercial world. Here is the equal ground upon which we avow our readiness and our desire to 
meet other nations. Being, as regards it, at a point of maturity as far advanced as that on which they 
stand from the first moment that we reached it, we proclaimed to them our principles of reciprocity, of 
which our practice is the earnest. 

Upon the advantages of the carrying trade it is not necessary to dwell. If, by this trade alone, some 
nations have been raised to a high pitch of prosperity, those nations whose circumstances open to them at 
the same time other great avenues of public wealth—who, to a capacity to succeed as carriers upon the 
ocean, superadd the resources of an abundant agriculture and the means of extensive manufactures—may 
entertain justifiable expectations of ascending to a far higher and more lasting pitch of commercial pre- 
eminence and distinction. Nations that have all these sources of advancement and exaltation in prospect 
to them do not make the most of their condition if they fail to take advantage of all. Already the United 
States employ an immense tonnage in the exportation of their own productions, and in bringing back to 
their own ports the productions of other countries. A very large portion of their tonnage is also engaged 
in exporting from the United States the commodities of other countries previously imported, and in trans- 
porting from country to country foreign articles not previously brought here, which sufficiently attest to 
what extent their merchant ships continue to perform the part of carriers whilst peace reigns in almost 
every sea. In how much greater a degree they were thus employed during the prevalence of wars in 
Europe; how their ships, though subjected to so severe a measure of belligerent rapine and cupidity; how 
the sailors who navigated them, though falling in like manner under the scourge of belligerent injustice 
and ferocity; how the wealth of individuals and of the nation continued, notwithstanding these obstacles 
and deductions, to multiply under the effects of this universal carrying trade, is well known. In part 
it arose from causes that were transitory, and in part from those that are inherent in this nation. The 
consideration of the latter gives new importance to the proposal before the House, by showing how its 
policy is coupled with the well authenticated characteristics of our mercantile marine—characteristics 
that constantly and earnestly deserve every further expansion and development. By adopting the pro- 
posal; by holding out fit inducements to the importation of greater quantities of foreign merchandise, as 
a consequence of allowing it to remain in the country under the privilege of a prolonged time for exporta- 
tion, the presumption is well warranted that our merchant ships would soon be much more largely 
employed than they have ever yet been in times of peace in carrying to other nations those surplus 
imports brought into our own. It would give new wings to this branch of commerce, bearing it more 
extensively to every corner of the world. It would cause it to seek and to find markets hitherto untried, 
thus adding new trophies to our mercantile flag. If it be said that, although the time for exportation be 
prolonged, the fact of exportation would still be most likely to fall within the period now allowed -by 
law, since the term of credit on the duty bond will generally determine the time of exportation—it being 
an object with the importer to obtain the amount of his drawback for the purpose of paying his duty 
bond—and since, also, his capital lies dead in the warehouse, subject to expenses and risks until exporta- 
tion, the answer is, that the merchant ought to be left to his own option as to the time. He wil be sure 
to fix upon the appropriate and judicious moment better than others can do it for him. The maxim of 
letting individuals alone has, in such case, its proper application. It has generally its proper application 
under systems that are flourishing and free; whilst to suppose its universal application, subject to no 
control, to no modification, amidst all the diversified and complicated interests of opulent and populous 
communities, would be to forget the great purposes for which government and laws are instituted, and 
especially in States that are the most flourishing and the most free. That some exportations of foreign 
merchandise which, by our laws as they now stand, are under the necessity of being made within the 
year to obtain the drawback, do, in point of fact, take place after the expiration of the year, and conse- 
quently lose the drawback, is certain; though to what precise amount is less accurately known, as the 
drawback is also lost by the packages being broken. If they take place to any amount after the year, it 
goes to show that the state of the markets abroad, or of all such as could fall within the compass of the 
exporter’s advices, was not such as to justify an earlier exportation. This is motive enough to ask for 
an extension of the time, seeing that one year is too circumscribed a limit to answer all the calculations 
and vicissitudes of widely extended commercial operations. It will readily occur to any mind that 
exigencies may sometimes exist in trade when a merchant with foreign merchandise upon his hands may 
be wholly at a loss what destination to give it up to the last moment of the existing year, when, by 
retaining it for exportation even a few months longer, with the right of still drawing back the duty he 
may have paid upon it, unexpected and advantageous markets may burst upon him. It is evident that, 
as the time is enlarged, so will also be the horizon of his prospects and his capacity to improve them. 

In all ages of the world commercial States that have flourished most conspicuously have been those 
which have most freely admitted the merchandise of other States to their ports, thence to be exported 
whithersoever the markets of the world may invite it. When this accumulation of foreign merchandise 
from all quarters in the ports of any one country is seen to concur with a multitude of wares under all 
the varieties of utility and beauty manufactured in that country, and the whole are laid open to exporta- 
tion with the fewest restraints and at the least cost, then it is that we behold the true principle of 
commercial empire. A nation whose productive industry spreads itself over this wide surface; whose 
warehouses are filled with the products of nature and art from all other climes, and not less with those 
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of its own—the congregated assemblage waiting only the wants of mankind in every region for exporta- 
tion to meet those wants—such a nation sees its commerce resting on foundations at once stable and 
splendid, realizing all that can be projected or achieved in commercial influence and sway. If the ships 
of such a nation be its own carriers, a numerous body of seamen and all the concomitants of naval strength 
follow in the train of its commerce. - The riches of the world concentrate in such a nation, and its power 
ascends to a height that is proportionate to its riches. Not agriculture alone, not manufactures alone, not 
commerce alone, but the union of all, the copious treasures of all, make up its riches and power. Both are 
perpetually angmented by the industry that flourishes upon either element—by the streams that are drawn 
from either. Anticipations resting on the deduction of effects from their natural and visible causes justify 
the belief that the United States are destined to such a station amongst the nations of the globe—justify the 
belief that their foreign commerce will assume a range and mount up to a height commensurate with all the 
other great interests that will be tributary toit. The belief is rigorously justified by the consideration of the 
exhaustless resources of their territory—resources for the future supply of their own workshops and looms, 
as well as those of foreign nations; by their immense seacoast, the whole within favorable latitudes; by the 
number, position, and security of their ports, the general facility of access to them, and their exemption from 
vexatious regulations as against the ships that visit them; by an internal navigation, which, through the 
wonders of art already or soon to be achieved, has rendered the half of that portion of the continent which 
they occupy but as one great island; its side upon the ocean shadowed by the canvas of a richly freighted 
coasting trade, whilst all the currents of nature in its vast and majestic interior waters are stemmed by steam; 
by the maritime propensities of their inhabitants, so many of whom seem native to the sea, reaping from 
early time, and still reaping, their sole harvests from its depths; above all, by their free and popular form 
of government, the parent of industry and art, of an adventurous, intelligent, and persevering enterprise 
among the people, fitting them for all occupations because affording security and protection to all. The 
enlightened principles upon which the commercial code of the United States is founded, and to which it 
may be supposed they will continue to adhere, will serve to corroborate these anticipations—to give still 
more confidence to these their intrinsic prospects of an enlarged commercial dominion. Other nations 
have already, in part, taken example from these principles; and it will be the true interest of the United 
States, no less than their just pride, to give them in their home statutes and in their treaties and compacts 
with foreign Powers further extension as a return of reciprocity—real, not nominal reciprocity, shall 
await them. It is then that their warehouses and quays, their estuaries, their bays, their rivers, may be 
expected to display the mingled productions and wealth of every civilized region, all combining to swell 
the measure of their own prosperity; to enhance the value and example of their beneficent and liberal 
institutions, as well of commerce as of government, the primary fountain of it all. The commercial 
States of Italy of the middle ages are present to the memory in this connexion. It was to their ports, 
being the depots of foreign merchandise, the marts of all other nations, that these States owed their 
opulence and power; that Venice made Europe and the East subservient to her mercantile renown and 
grandeur. T'rom the same cause it proceeded that Holland, not longer ago than the middle of the 
seventeenth century, saw her tonnage reach an amount transcending that of all Europe put together; 
whilst the overflow of her riches sought investment in loans to foreign Governments in an aggregate sum 
of more than five hundred millions of dollars. These are examples not unworthy to be recalled, because 
they are those of free States, and because there is nothing in the circumstances of the immediate times 
to deprive them of a proper applicability. The well understood principles of commerce are the same 
now as then, and it is but the more fit that the United States should look to these examples, since it is 
evident that other modern nations, desirous of pushing further the bounds of their commercial power and 
aggrandizement, are shaping their policy upon them in anticipation of like results. There is another 
light in which they become instructive. They serve to show how much remains to be done by the United 
States before they gain that pitch of commercial exaltation towards which they have so many motives 
and so many means for advancing. Their past commercial success, signal as it has been for the circle of 
time within which it has been confined, must be viewed but as a starting point in the career that is before 
them. It is yet below what has been effected by smaller States of far inferior resources. 

The measure which the resolution projects recommends itself to the favorable consideration of the 
House by the peculiar time at which it comes forward. The moment is believed to have arrived when the 
United States are called upon by irresistible appeals to their highest commercial interests to give new 
and enlarged scope to all their commercial operations. The moment is believed to be at hand when it 
has become their highest commercial policy to secure to themselves, as far as just laws and exertions can 
give them opportunities of doing so, the means of supplying, to a greater extent than any or all other 
nations, the entire markets of the American hemisphere with every product for which their wants can 
possibly make a demand. This is so far from being too much to hope, that it is conceived that it must 
become the fact if the proper means be not pretermitted, or if, which is not to be supposed, other nations 
be not placed on a better footing in those markets. Has it been seen that States in Europe, and those 
small ones, have heretofore, by a wise direction of their policy, alternately been the commercial empo- 
riums of Europe? And may not the United States, at this marked juncture in commercial affairs, form to 
themselves the expectation of becoming the great emporium of commerce for America? Shall their 
national seniority upon this great continent; shall their merchant ships of such ample number and unsur- 
passed excellence; shall their merchants, enlightened by a familiar acquaintance with the principles and 
the facts of commerce in every region; shall their mariners, trained to every sea, and little accustomed 
to give way in any field of emulation; shall the relative proximity of their perts to this whole scene of 
competition; shall all these go for nothing? It is not to be supposed, and will not be witnessed. It 
cannot be doubted but that the United States would have possessed decisive advantages over Europe in 
the competition of supply to the markets in question, if their own manufacturing industry were at this 
day flourishing at all points, and in high perfection. As this is not its present condition, or only to a 
limited extent, to which extent the truth of the assertion will be fully realized, it remains for them to 
engage in the work of supplying these markets with the manufactures of other nations with whatever 
advantages their policy may enable them to command, in the hope that the day will be hastening when 
their own manufactures will take the place of those of Europe in this external destination of them. 
Already they do so in cotton manufactures of an important description. Already they do so to some 
extent in these same manufactures, even in the distant markets of China: facts full of instructions and 
encouragement. Of the latter there is ample evidence, however, until lately, it might have been calculated 
to strike with surprise. 

The measure under consideration would immediately open the way for disseminating foreign com- 
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modities from our ports to every quarter that might prove most attractive to it. It would enable the 
merchant of the United States to import and keep on hand a much larger stock than he can do at present. 
His stock would be distinguished by greater variety as well as greater amount. He would feel less 
trammelled in his orders to his foreign correspondent, and have less to apprehend from an overstock of 
goods arriving to his hands at a season of unfavorable markets at home. If it be said that the temptation 
to over-trade would be thrown before him, it must be answered, as before, that he will be the best 
guardian of his own interests. It is not improbable but that, for the first year or two after so large an 
augmentation of the right to export with benefit of drawback, over-trading would take place; but 
this new branch of trade, like all others, would soon find its level, and the evil its cure. By the privilege 
of keeping the foreign merchandise which he had imported for two years instead of one, the merchant 
could not fail to be better enabled to adapt his operations to the exigencies of commercial transactions. 
He would be better enabled to institute his inquiries and await their results before taking his steps; he 
would be better enabled to avoid depressed markets, and to take advantage of those that were rising; he 
would, in fine, be provided with double means, by the effect of double time, of adapting himself to all 
those circumstances, whether of a political, mercantile, or individual nature, that govern or influence the 
calculations and plans of men in trade. It is understood that the merchant of the United States, in all 
the principal towns, can obtain information of the state of the markets in South America, even those on 
the shores of the Pacific, at periods far earlier than the merchant of Europe; so that he may thus be able 
to undersell or anticipate the merchant of Europe in these markets, though carrying thither the wares of 
Europe. But to do this, besides the confidence he must feel in the cheapness and skill with which his 
vessel can be navigated, he must have every opportunity that can be afforded him towards making up 
assorted cargoes, that his adventure may always adapt itself, both in quantity and kind, to the precise 
existing state of the market to which he destines it. The larger and more diversified his stock of 
merchandise, and the longer he is privileged to keep it on hand, to the more advantage can he make this 
assortment; and it is an advantage from which the merchant of Europe, whilst his operations proceed 
only from Europe, is cut off. So sensible is Great Britain of the importance of these assorted cargoes for 
the markets of this continent, and so alive to the interests of her commercial, as for ages she has been to 
those of her manufacturing industry, that she has already extended to the ports of one or more of her 
West India islands the benefit of her warehousing system, in like manner as it exists in her ports in 
England. The evident avowed purpose of this measure is to meet the competition of the United States; 
and it gives additional weight to the argument for increasing the time within which foreign merchandise 
should be allowed to be exported under the right of drawback from their ports. 

Though the well-founded hope of largely supplying the markets of all South America and of Mexico 
with foreign commodities be the primary, it is not the only motive to the expediency of altering our law 
in the manner proposed. On every part of continental America south of the United States we know that 
the old colonial system of restriction and monopoly is fallen and crushed. What this system was is well 
known to the United States, for they, too, in their time, had it. It was a system that struck down liberty; 
that manacled commerce; that regarded America as only intended to toil for the wealth and luxury of 
Europe; that chained down every description of industry throughout her vast borders not suited to the 
purposes of Europe; that set itself against the natural progress of civilization in this whole hemisphere, 
by a rigorous prohibition of all manufactures and the arts. Such was this system. On its ruins in South 
America, where it flourished with a force more aggravated and baleful, have arisen independent nations, 
vigorous from youth and from freedom. Its shackles are also fast dropping off, by the force of circum- 
stances, from the fertile and rich islands that crowd the American seas. To be ready to take advantage 
of the complete independence of trade in all or any of these islands, when that day may arrive to them, 
either by the voluntary relaxations of the parent authority, or through any other causes, is then a further 
inducement to the alteration proposed. Nor do its recommendations end here. Leaving out of view all 
probability, however rational, as to future but untried results, it is believed that the alteration would be 
beneficial, regarding only the experience of the past. Not to build upon the valuable trade to South 
America and Mexico, or upon that to the American archipelago, not heretofore enjoyed, or enjoyed but 
partially, supposing that the markets of neither the one nor the other were free to the United States, their 
export of foreign merchandise has still been at all times a trade so important, the offspring of their ever- 
active mercantile marine, as to deserve every practicable enlargement of its ancient fields. What is it 
that this marine has been performing in only the old and customary lines of trade? It carries the cloths 
of two great navigating States, of England and of Holland, to China; the silks of France, of China, of the 
British East Indies, with the linens of Germany, of France, or of the Low Countries, to the islands of the 
West Indies, to the countries of the Mediterranean, and to other parts of Europe; dyewoods to supply the 
manufactories of nearly all Europe; copper and tin to the ports of France, to China, and to the Manilla 
islands; cotton piece goods to the West Indies; teas to Holland, to the Hanse Towns, to Germany, and to 
France; coffee and sugars and spices to the same countries, to Russia, to Denmark, and to Sweden; 
worsted and stuff goods to the Dutch East Indies. These are but samples of the extent and variety of 
this trade, manifesting the capabilities of the United States for its past prosecution in seas the most 
distant, to countries the most widely separated. In 1824 it exceeded in value twenty millions of dollars, 
aside from all exportations to Spanish South America and to Mexico. Independently, therefore, of the 
ports of these new and rising States—ports, however, in which our flag meets that equal reception to 
have been expected from the interest with which we watched their dawning, and the acclamation with which 
we hailed their established fortunes, and as between which, therefore, and our own ports, our hopes have 
naturally gone forth for a full measure of mutually beneficial commercial dealing—there is quite enough 
to engage for this branch of trade the most favorable legislation of Congress. It is due to the success 
we have had in it heretofore to loosen the bands which serve in any degree to cramp it; so that, with well- 
found ships as its vehicles, honorable gain as its object, and the world as its market, it may be seen how 
much higher this success can be carried—be fairly determined whether it can or cannot meet all 
other nations in the competition. Whilst repudiating for ourselves all claim to special favors, we must 
not be insensible to, by failing to improve, the transcendent advantages which nature and Providence 
have placed before us. Amongst these, most especially to be ranked at the present juncture, is that of 
the physical position assigned to us upon the globe. Besides the ascendancy which this, in conjunc- 
tion with the existing amount and perfection of our mercantile marine, is calculated to give us over 
the chief commercial operations of this continent, a vista is opened by the recent emancipation of the 
latter from European thraldom to a new era in Oriental trade. Amongst the consequences bound up in 
this great event, that of increasing to the United States the commercial if not the geographical facilities 
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of intercourse with China and the East Indies may safely be looked to as one. Placed at a middle point 
between Asia and Europe, with some of their ports stretching almost to the Southern Atlantic, others 
opening on the Gulf of Mexico, whilst new ones may be expected to rise up even upon their maritime 
border at the remote west—the coast of the Pacific—it may reasonably be believed that they will become 
largely the connecting link of trade between the new Republics and the East, besides greatly extending 
through these increased facilities the trade with the East, more properly their own, and that also 
which consists in carrying the productions of the East to Europe. The enterprising and experienced 
navigators of the United States, already familiar with all the coasts and islands of the Asiatic seas, 
will not be slow to avail themselves of every new opening to traffic with regions so enriching— 
regions exhaustless from their fertility and the population with which they teem; that have swelled the 
tide of wealth to ancient Kingdoms and Empires, as to modern Venice, Portugal, and England; their own 
wealth seeming to be perpetual, the foundations of it still continuing to exist as they were originally 
laid, as well in the costly and exquisite fabrications of art, ever distinguishing those regions, as in their 
immense natural riches. If the channels of intercourse with the Oriental world were once through the 
interior seas and gulfs of Asia, and afterwards round the southern promontory of Africa, there is nothing 
unreasonable in the belief that the next great change—a change springing out of the force of natural no 
less than political causes—will be through this continent; at all events, that new and inviting channels 
to this intercourse are destined to run in this direction. Under every prospective and future view, there- 
fore, of the resolution submitted to the House; under every anticipation of its effect, whether immmediate 
and certain, or probable, though more remote, it is believed that that effect upon the commerce and naviga- 
tion of the United States will be propitious, and that the present moment is that at which a wise forecast 
recommends it to the highest degree of favor and attention. There are epochs in nations that form great 
and fundamental divisions in their history—moral, political, and commercial. The discovery of this 
continent itself was scarcely followed by greater results upon the condition of nations than may be 
expected to flow in due time from its emancipation from Europe; a reflection with at least a sufficient 
semblance of truth to heighten our conception of the true tone and character of the commercial measures 
proper to be put in train by the United States in connexion with a political revolution so awakening, so 
momentous. 

It has been assumed that the measure under consideration would benefit the merchants and manu- 
facturers of foreign countries at the expense of those of the United States. This assumption is held to 
be entirely without foundation. If it be meant that the foreign merchant residing in the United States 
would be chiefly benefitted, the answer is plain: it is, that the measure would not change the relative 
situation as between such merchant and the merchant of the United States. Each would possess all the 
same rights and opportunities that he possessed previously to the measure; and the most that can be 
said is, that cach might be able to apply these rights and opportunities to a more extended surface of 
mercantile operations. If the sphere of importation be augmented to the one, so would it be to the 
other; and in like manner that of exportation; so that they would stand towards each other precisely as 
they did before. If it be meant that foreign merchants living abroad and foreign manufacturers would 
be benefitted by it, to the injury of those of the United States, the assumption is held to be no less falla- 
cious. The foreign merchant and the foreign manufacturer might, indeed, receive benefit; but the error 
consists in supposing that this would bring with it any injurious recoil upon the home merchant or the 
home manufacturer. Upon neither could it thus operate, as it contemplates no increased consumption of 
foreign manufactures in the United States, but only an extension of their external trade. If by this 
foreigners reaped advantage, so also would our own citizens. The day has passed when it was supposed 
that any one commercial nation was to be made to prosper most eminently in proportion as it could 
most successfully drain and impoverish other nations with which it maintained commercial dealings. 
The reverse is known to be true—commercial nations flourishing most, as they flourish mutually. The 
advantage to the foreign manufacturer from the measure proposed would be, that it would tend to 
increase the orders sent to him from his correspondents in the United States. The advantage to the 
merchant of the United States would be, that he would be the importer of these increased orders, 
and, in almost every instance, in his own ships. He would afterwards transport them in his own 
ships to other countries, with improved opportunities of falling upon good markets. The manufacturer 
of the United States would receive no injury, for the increased orders would not be imported for consump- 
tion but for exportation. The consumption of foreign articles in the country would stand at the same 
point as before. The manufacturer would even reap his advantage in the general advantage; in the 
new streams of wealth that an enlarged and successful carrying trade might be expected to pour into the 
country. He would find new demands growing up for the products of his labor and skill, as the ability to 
buy them increased. At the same time the protecting duty, which in part shields them at present, would 
remain as it is without diminution. It cannot be too constantly kept in mind that all the great interests 
of a nation flourish most as they flourish together. If the principle be true in reference to foreign nations 
in their intercourse with each other, it must come home with much more force to the different parts and 
interests of the same country, each of which will attain its highest prosperity as all move in one grand 
harmonious circle. 





III. What amount of duties ought to be retained to repay the disbursements of the Treasury upon this trade, and 
will any additional Government storehouses be necessary if the system of deposit now applicable to wines, 
teas, and distilled spirits, should be extended to merchandise of every description ? 


Some difficulty has been experienced in arriving at definite opinions upon this part of the resolution. 
It belongs, in part, to detail rather than to those more enlarged and universal principies of commerce 
supposed to be applicable to its other branches, and sufficient materials have not yet been obtained upon 
which to found, under all its bearings, exact conclusions. The only materials are those furnished by the 
Collectors in their answers to the circular letter before mentioned. These answers, fifteen in number, it 
has been thought proper to subjoin to this report, that the House may be put in possession of all the 
lights at present before the Department upon the subject. They will at the same time serve to make 
known the view of these officers on the object of the resolution generally, to which it will be perceived 
that some of them are opposed. As regards the amount of duty to be retained, they differ in opinion 
widely, some saying that it should be five per cent., or even more; some that it will not be necessary to 
make any addition to the present amount. The latter opinion is believed to be the most sound. The 
present amount of duty retained is two and a half per cent., which perhaps is high. It is more than is 
retained by the regulations of Holland, or those of England, on the same branch of trade. One of the 
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means of converting the ports of a country into a depot of foreign merchandise is to burden it as little 
as possible with charges of any kind. It is here no question of duties on goods to be consumed, but on 
those not to be consumed; such a duty should be kept at the lowest point ina commercial country to 
comport with the desire of witnessing an abundant and profitable transit trade through its ports. 

As to additional storehouses. This is a part of the subject full of importance, because to be looked 
upon as an indispensable concomitant of the measure in projection. It therefore deserves a more par- 
ticular consideration. 

The system of deposit applicable, under the existing laws, to wines, teas, and distilled spirits, is as 
follows: First, as to teas: In general, all duties on goods imported must be paid or secured before a permit 
van be granted for landing them. But, with regard to tea, the sixty-second section of the collection law 
of March 2, 1799, provides that it shall be at the option of the importer either to secure the duties on the 
same terms and stipulation as on other goods, or to give his bond to the Collector in double the amount 
of the duties, with condition for the payment of them in two years. This bond is to be accepted by the 
Collector without surety upon the following terms, that is to say: the teas must be deposited, at the 
expense and risk of the importer, in a storehouse to be agreed upon between the importer and an inspector, 
upon which storehouse the inspector must cause two locks to be affixed, the key of one to be kept by the 
importer and of the other by the inspector, whose duty it shall be to give his attendance at proper times 
for the purpose of delivering the teas; but no delivery shall be made without a permit from the Collector 
and Naval Officer. In order to the obtaining of this permit, the duties must first be paid or secured by 
the importer giving bond, with surety, in double the amount of duties upon the teas to be delivered, with 
condition for the payment of them in four months if they shall not exceed one hundred dollars; in eight 
months, if they shall be above that sum, but not exceed five hundred; and in twelve months, if above five 
hundred: provided that the time given for the payment of the duties shall not be such as in any case to 
extend the credit for them beyond the term of two years. These are the essential provisions relating to 
the deposit of teas. It may be proper to remark that, although a credit of two years is given for the 
payment of the duties upon them, they must, to be entitled to a drawback of the duties, be exported 
within one year, there being no exception whatever to this part of the law as it now stands. 

The provisions that affect wines and distilled spirits are found in the act of the 20th of April, 1818, 
and are substantially the same with these that apply to teas, except that the utmost term of credit upon 
them is limited to twelve months. There is a further provision in regard to these articles not made appli- 
cable to teas, the mention of which belongs to the consideration of the warehousing system. It is, that 
no drawback shall be allowed of the duties paid upon them, unless the articles themselves shall have been 
deposited in public or other stores in manner as_ prescribed by the act last recited, and have been there 
kept from the time of landing them to that of their shipment. 

Should the system under which teas, wines, and spirits are deposited, as above described, be extended 
to merchandise of every description, it is believed that additional Government storehouses would become 
imperiously necessary. They are respectfully conceived to be necessary now. Under the present system 
the public storehouses, meaning such as alone deserve the name from having been built by the United 
States and belonging to the United States, are scarcely sufficient in any of the large towns to contain 
more than a fourth part of the merchandise required to be stored. In some of the large towns the 
proportion is believed to be less. The remainder consist of private stores belonging to the importer 
himself, or hired by him and made public for the occasion under the provisions of the acts above recited. 
These stores are, in point of fact, generally selected altogether by the importer, though the concurrence 
of an officer of the customs is required and nominally obtained. They lie scattered over all parts of the 
town, often at distances remote and inconvenient, in its alleys, its by-places; being, too, almost always 
unsafe, whether as regards danger from depredation or from fire. They are seldom constructed with the 
requisite facilities for stowing merchandise in the first instance, or for inspecting, counting, and other- 
wise having necessary access to it afterwards. There is an unseemliness as well as an insecurity in 
such a state of things that must meet disapprobation. 

It is probable that warehouses far better than the majority of those now selected by the importers 
might be had on lease, and on reasonable terms, by the Government, in the large towns, in situations 
neither too remote nor too much dispersed. These might answer until a sufficient number of new ones 
could be erected; and the extent of the latter, with all the particulars that should enter into their plan, 
would probably be better ascertained by the temporary use of those that were reuted. In the meantime 
suitable sites might be purchased with due deliberation and economy. In this manner the system 
proposed might be made to supersede gradually that which exists, and a double advantage would be 
derived from so cautious a mode of proceeding; for, if the extension of the right of drawback from one 
to two years was not found, after the proper trial, to bring with it those advantages to the commerce of 
the country which are presupposed, it could be given up without the Government having been subjected 
to any considerable expense, and to none that would be lasting; and if it did realize the anticipations 
that are favorable to it, its effects during a few years would best indicate, under the lights of experience, 
the establishments for which it would make a call both in kind and degree. A commerce which yields 
an annual revenue of more than twenty millions cf dollars is entitled to a provision out of the public 
coffers for the machinery necessary to the safety and convenience of its operations, and in an especial 
manner those by which its rich earnings are transferred to the public coffers. It is well entitled to those 
local accommodations, those fixed and permanent establishments in our ports, required by its present 
extent and value, without dwelling upon its inevitable future scope and grandeur—required, not merely 
for the sake of due convenience and promptitude in transacting the business of commerce upon a large 
scale, but as appropriate and indispensable safeguards to the revenue. In the city of New York, where 
so great an amount of this revenue is collected, there is an almost total want of those safe and suitable 
places of deposit for merchandise—those edifices, those durable establishments of any kind that might 
serve to mark it as the great commercial emporium which it is. The consequence is not only that 
business is transacted there at constant inconvenience, but that the revenue is as constantly exposed to 
hazards. Losses have already occurred there from this cause, and the late heavy losses at Philadelphia 
are an impressive admonition of the necessity of radical reforms in the warehousing system. If this 
system is to be expanded, as an adoption of the measure embraced by the resolution would expand it, it 
cannot be expected that it can be brought into full, advantageous, or safe operation, with only the 
stinted appendages upon which it has hitherto relied. Ample warehouses ought to be built by the United 
States, and as secure as ample, in all the principal ports, for in these alone would the transit trade 


chiefly centre. They should be in one or more blocks, within a convenient distance from the custom- 
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house, of the most solid materials, and fire-proof. All of them, it is conceived, ought to be placed under 
the superintendence of a competent, trustworthy person as storekeeper, subject to the control of the 
Collector of the Customs, who should be authorized to employ assistant storekeepers and porters as might 
be found necessary. By such arrangements the importer might always have ready access to his 
merchandise, without any right to a key of his own, which the system should exclude. The proper 
details for conducting the business of those establishments so as to conciliate in all respects the just 
convenience of the importer with the interests of the public revenue, might, it is believed, be without 
difficulty arranged. An equitable rate of storage should be charged on the goods deposited, by which 
the Government might count upon receiving a proper interest upon the sums necessarily laid out in the 
erection of the buildings. Thus, whilst the merchant was accommodated in his daily business, the 
revenue protected, and the valuable merchandise entering our ports from all parts of the world put into 
receptacles better adapted to it, the Government would not be likely to lose; but, on the contrary, to 
reap in the end those real savings so often the fruits of a wise and liberal expenditure in the beginning. 
From the number of these new warehouses that would be required, and their necessary cost, it might not 
be expedient, nor would it be indispensably necessary, to build them all at once. 

Until public warehouses could be erected which would all offer equal security, it is conceived that 
care ought to be observed in selecting from amongst those now in use such stores as, both by their 
position and structure, are relatively the most secure for the deposit of all merchandise which, either by 
its own nature, from being in small parcels, or from the amount of duty charged upon it, holds out the 
most facilities, or the most temptation, to attempt its fraudulent removal. The warehousing system of 
England, as adopted, not at a former day, but in conjunction with the recent reduction of the British 
tariff, divides all goods imported into the country into two classes. In the first are comprehended those 
which pay the highest duties, and of the consumption of which in England there is the greatest danger. 
Such goods are liable to be kept in stores of a particular description, being either in docks or surrounded 
by walls; or they may be assigned to any special stores to be designated by three Lords of the Treasury. 
Goods so stored, and in this special mode of storing them will be recognized the vigilance with which the 
interests of home manufactures in that country are ever guarded, have afterwards the advantage of 
being exempted from re-weighing and liability to such allowance for deficiencies as it had been customary 
to subject them to. 

Under the supposition that it might lessen the number of public stores which it would be otherwise 
necessary to build, as well as with a view to other objects, one of the Collectors proposes that on the 
importation of all dutiable merchandise such proportion of each invoice as would secure the duty on the 
| whole should be deposited in the exclusive custody of the custom-house, and the remainder be delivered 
forthwith to the importer, on receiving his own bond, without surety, for the duty. It may be remarked 
upon this that the importer has already the option of pursuing this course under the present law, and that 
the practical operation of it must at last be limited by the amount of dutiable merchandise consumed in 
the country, even if the practice should go to the full extent which the law permits. As there is known 
to be a deficiency of public warehouses even as the law now stands, it is hence impossible to avoid the 
conclusion that on increased importations, not with a view to increased consumption, but as a basis for 
larger exportations and a more extended carrying trade, a much greater number would become necessary. 
Some increase of the subordinate officers of the customs would, doubtless, also be necessary, with the 
increased duties and labors which the meditated change would devolve on them. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 





RICHARD RUSH. 
Treasury Department, February 13, 1826. 








No. 1. 


Custom-Hovse, Bath, Maine, August 26, 1825. 


Sir: I received a letter from the Treasury Department on the 23d of April last, enclosing a copy of 
the resolution of the House of Representatives of March 2, 1825, authorizing inquiries into the effect 
consequent on an extension of time within which merchandise may be exported with the benefit of draw- 
back from one to two years, &c., requesting any information I possess on that subject, with an opinion as 
to the effect which would be produced by the adoption of the proposed measure on our navigation and 
commerce. The inquiry seems naturally to divide itself into three particulars, viz: Ist. What effect 
would be produced by the proposed extension of time from one to two years on the interest of the country? 
2d. What amount of duties ought to be retained to repay the disbursements of the Treasury on that branch 
of trade? And, 3d. What additional number of Government stores would be necessary? As to the first 
proposition, I think there can scarcely be a reasonable doubt but the extension of the time from one to 
two years, within which almost all articles of merchandise may be exported with benefit of drawback, 
would operate beneficially to the great interest of the United States, provided the law be well guarded to 
prevent fraud, and the officers intelligent and vigilant in the discharge of their several duties, The 
measure would operate as a loan to men of business and enterprise, because it would enable them to 
extend their commerce and carrying trade with foreign nations, particularly on long voyages to the South 
American States and shores of the Pacific Ocean, giving additional inducement to enterprise. Our 
merchants could employ more vessels, not only to transport a larger quantity of foreign merchandise, but 
of our own produce and manufactures, cheaper, which would have an effect on the quantity exported, if not 
on the price. 

It would increase the number of seamen, as well as promote the interest of the mechanic, manufac- 
turer, and farmer; it would not operate injuriously to the revenue, for, to say the least, it would not lessen 
the home consumption of foreign merchandise, but rather increase it; all which would continue to pay 
duties, and the redundant quantity would be exported. 

As to the second particular, I have given it all the attention which my own observation has enabled 
me to make, and also by comparing notes with many intelligent, practical men. 

If the duties retained by the Government and the allowance made on the quantity of the articles of 
merchandise now allowed to be exported with benefit of drawback are sufficient to meet the expense from 
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the Treasury, other articles might be permitted to be exported in the same ratio; but I think no increase 
ought to be made on any of those articles which are exported within the first year if there is an extension 
of time; but, should the importer think it for his interest to keep them on hand more than one year, let 
the addition not exceed the interest on the amount of duties on the article so kept on hand the second 
year. 
When the importation is first made, all the articles, as is now the case, ought to be weighed, gauged, 
and measured, so that the amount of duties may be inserted in the bond. 

When it is considered that the importer has storage to pay, capital lying idle, insurance from one- 
half to five-eighths per cent. per annum, the loss on spirits and wine by evaporation, about three per cent.; 
on molasses, by leakage, about the same; on sugar and salt, from two to five per cent., by draining, the 
first year, and about half as much the second year; on tea and coffee one per cent., and the risk, loss, and 
deterioration borne by the importer, he would have every inducement to export when there was the 
smallest chance of success, and none to keep his merchandise in the store but necessity. 

Finally, on the subject of Government stores, I am of opinion that the one now hired by the Govern- 
ment, or perhaps one larger, which might be obtained for about a hundred dollars per annum, would be 
sufficient at this port for many years to come; provided the present law continues for having gross and 
heavy articles placed in stores of the merchants under two locks. 

I conceive there is little or no risk in this case, where the importer who signs the store bond is a 
responsible man. Where there is doubt of this, and of the insecurity of pad-locks, the property would be 
placed in the Government store, exclusively under the control of the custom-house. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient, humble servant, 
MARK L. HILL, 


Hon. Ricuarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 
, 





No. 2. 


Cotiector’s Orricr, District of Portland and Falmouth, July 7, 1825. 


Sir: I duly received your letter of the 23d of April last, requesting that I would favor you with such 
information as I might possess on the subject of a resolution of the House of Representatives, passed the 
2d of March, 1825, and with my opinicn and views of the effect which the adoption of the measure referred 
to in the resolution would have on the revenue, commerce, and navigation of the United States. 

A great proportion of the foreign commerce of this district, with the navigation employed, is with the 
West Indies; and the imports from thence principally molasses, a small part of which is stored by the 
importers; this course of trade consequently limits my information on the subject of the resolution. I 
will, however, proceed to give my views of the subject. 

By extending the time within which merchandise may be exported with benefit of drawback from one 
to two years, would, in many cases, induce merchants to increase their importations beyond the usual 
consumption of our country, with the view of exporting the surplus under title of drawback within the 
time limited; foreign commerce would, of course, be increased, and the navigation be employed to more 
advantage. The extension of time would not materially affect the revenue; the demand for home consump- 
tion of the commodities on which duties are paid will remain the same as under the present restriction, and 
the surplusage only will be exported; the quantity of foreign merchandise exported, not entitled to deben- 
ture, being very inconsiderable under the present limitation of time. 

If the system of deposit now applicable to wines, teas, and distilled spirits, should be extended to 
merchandise of every description, it will occasion considerable additional expense for Government store- 
houses, particularly in districts where Government now has no storehouses, as is the case at this port, 
where the expense would be to the whole extent of stores necessary for the deposit of goods. 

The amount of duties to be retained on goods exported, entitled to drawback, to repay the disburse- 
meats of the Treasury upon that branch of the trade, should be from one-half to one per cent. in addition 
to the sums retained under the present revenue laws. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
ISAAC ILSLEY. 


Hon. Samven L. Sourmarp, Acting Secretary of the Treasury, Washington. 





No. 3. 


Custom-Hovusr, Cottector’s Orricr, District of Portsmouth, May 5, 1825. 

Sir: Ihave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23d ultimo, with a copy of a 
resolution of the House of Representatives of the 2d of March, requiring the Secretary of the Treasury to 
report at the next session of Congress whether any, and, if any, what, effect would be produced upon the 
revenue, commerce, and navigation of the United States by extending the time within which merchandise 
may be exported with the benefit of debenture from one to two years, and what amount of duties ought 
to be retained to repay the disbursements of the Treasury upon that branch of trade; and also, whether 
any additional Government storehouse will be necessary, if the system of deposit now applicable to 
wines, teas, and distilled spirits should be extended to merchandise of every description. To the first 
inquiry, it may be answered, that the revenue is presumed to be paid by the consumer, or on the quantity 
consumed; that the use aud consumption of foreign articles in any country is generally in proportion to 
its means of procuring them. The quantity consumed will, therefore, depend in some measure on the 
price; the price again depends materially on the quantity imported; which will be regulated not more, 
perhaps, by the actual demand which may exist at the time, than by a view of all those circumstances 
which may be calculated upon to affect the price, either at home or abroad, within the time in which 1t 
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must either be re-exported to save the drawback, or be retained exclusively for home consumption. The 
time, therefore, in which it may be exported with the benefit of the drawback will have an important 
bearing on the calculations of the merchant. If the time should be extended from one to two years, the 
importation of many articles for which there is not always a regular demand will be increased, as well as 
of others for which there is a regular demand, but which at the time may be so depressed as not to 
warrant their importation except with a view to distant operations. I am fully of opinion that if the 
revenue should not (as I think it will) be increased by the extension of the time in which merchandise 
may be exported with the benefit of drawback, that it will not be diminished. If a longer time was 
allowed for the exportation, capital would be invested abroad to a much greater extent in such articles 
as are to be purchased below the cost of production with a view to their rise, which, under such circum- 
stances, may generally be calculated upon with safety; and although these articles might be imported 
with a particular view to re-exportation, a variety of circumstances within the period of two years would 
operate to throw a portion of them into circulation at home, to the increase of the revenue. To the 
navigation and commerce of the country the advantage would be just in proportion to the increase of 
trade which may grow out of this measure, which, it is the opinion of some of our best-informed mer- 
chants, will be considerable. With regard to the amount of duties which ought to be retained to repay 
the disbursements of the Treasury on this branch of trade, it may be observed that the amount of these 
disbursements will not be increased by an extension of the time in which merchandise may be exported 
with the benefit of drawback, unless there should also be an extension of the time allowed for the payment 
of the duties; but, on the contrary, if the duties are paid before the merchandise is re-eaported, the Govern- 
ment will save the interest, or at least have the use of the money from the time the duties are paid until 
fifteen days after the goods are exported. But it appears a sufficient sum has not heretofore been retained, 
and cannot be, under existing laws, to repay those disbursements. The calculation I make is from the 
gross revenue of the year 1823; from which it appears that the expense of collection in that year amounted 
to 3.22 per cent.; the amount retained of the duties on merchandise exported in that year averaged 2.17 
per cent.; being less than the expense of collection by .45 per cent. There are some particular articles on 
which the expense is much greater than the general average. Russia bar iron, for instance, pays $1 124 
per cwt.; the expense of weighing inwards and outwards is 6 per cent. per cwt.; Collector’s commission 
will probably average 1 per cent.; all other expenses estimated at 1 per cent.—equal to 8 per cent.; being 
a fraction over 7 per cent. of the duties, or 4} per cent. more than is retained. 
The duty on 100 bushels of salt is $20. 





The expense of measuring inwards for duty and outwards for debenture is.............. 0.066. $1 50 
Collector’s commission, estimated to average 1 per Cent....... 2. cece cccc cece cece sec eee cceees 20 
1 70 








Equal to 8.5 per cent., or 6 per cent. more than is retained of the duties. An average of 3 per cent., with 
the specific amount retained on spirits, (which in the year referred to appears to have averaged about .27 
per cent. on the whole amount of debentures,) would probably be sufficient to defray the disbursements 
of the Treasury on this branch of trade. But as salt, iron, hemp, and other bulky articles, on which the 
expense of collection is the greatest, are also the articles which give the greatest employment to our 
navigation, I am of opinion that it would be better policy to increase the per centage generally, so as to 
meet the disbursements of the Treasury, than to retain any specific amount on those articles. The expense 
of keeping goods in deposit is borne by the importers. The stores and warehouses used by them for this 
purpose are generally selected with a view to their local situation, their safety, and the convenience of 
lading and unlading their vessels. Those stores, when approved of by the Surveyor and perfectly secured, 
become public stores, and remain so without any charge on the revenue while any property remains in 
them on which the duties have not been paid or secured according to law. I am not aware, therefore, 
that any additional Government storehouses will be necessary, if the system of deposit, now applicable to 
wines, teas, and distilled spirits, should be extended to every description of merchandise. 
With perfect respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
TIMOTHY UPHAM, Collector. 
Hon. Samven L. Sournarp, Acting Secretary of the Treasury. 





No. 4. 


Cottector’s Orricr, Salem, May 6, 1825. 


Sm: Your letter of the 23d ultimo, covering a resolve of the House of Representatives of March 2, 
1825, was duly received. I think that no inconvenience would arise to the Government in adopting the 
proposed alteration in the time—from one to two years—and that the storeroom in this district would be 
amply sufficient. The goods imported into this district for many years have been about nineteen-twen- 
tieths sold for consumption or exported within twelve months. The sums now retained from the duties, I 
think, would mect all the expenses of the Government. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. W. OLIVER. 

Hon. Samuen L. Sournarp, Acting Secretary of the Treasury. 





No. 5. 


Custom-Hovssr, Boston, October 26, 1825. 


Sir: In conformity to instructions from the Treasury Department, of the 23d of April last, I have 
the honor to submit the following answers to, and opinions upon, the queries contained in the resolution 
of Congress, contained therein. Ist. Warehouse system of Great Britain. As the warehousing system 
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of Great Britain has not been attempted in this country in its full extent, and only partially in any 
manner, and our merchants having ever obtained a credit on the duties, with the advantage of receiving 
the goods immediately into their possession, the system of placing in the public stores and receiving the 
cash for the duties when delivered, as is the case in England, would not only be troublesome and vexa- 
tious, but have a direct tendency to exclude all our merchants but the large capitalists from the business 
of importation. Hitherto the liberal policy of the Government has encouraged individual enterprise, and 
enabled every industrious and honest citizen to enter the lucrative field of commerce on equal terms with 
the richest merchant; for the credit on the duties not only enables them to meet those governmental 
exactions without embarrassment, but operates as a direct loan, to the amount of the duties, to the 
importer. To this generous and politic system may be mainly attributable the successful and rapid 
increase of our commerce and navigation. They have, in truth, been “let alone,” and I doubt the propriety 
of removing any of the present facilities for transacting business, or creating any new embarrassments 
to the adventurous career of those citizens concerned in commerce and navigation. 2d. The present 
system of storing teas, wines, and spirits. If the system contemplated by Congress by the resolution 
was only the extension of the same privileges to all goods, wares, and merchandise, as have been granted 
to teas, wines, and spirits, then a different view is to be taken of the subject. 

With the privilege now allowed of making use of private stores for the deposit of teas, wines, and 
spirits, it is often difficult to find such as are sufficiently secure for the purpose, while it occasions great 
trouble, expense, and vexation to the importers and the officers of the customs. This plan would not do 
for other goods; the vast number, variety, smallness, and value of the packages, and their liability to be 
injured by frequent removals, damp or leaky buildings, besides the risk of loss by fire and by embezzle- 
ment, without the possibility of detection, the vast increased number of officers which would be requisite 
to attend to their being stored and delivered, and the consequent confusion in all the accounts, forbid the 
experiment. 3d. Public stores for all kinds of goods. If the public stores are to be used, the number 
must be great, and the expense of erection or purchase, without that for their superintendence, will 
require an immense expenditure, which could not be refunded, or the interest on the sum invested and 
annually incurred, without extremely onerous retensions of the duties on the goods exported for draw- 
back, which would operate directly against this important branch of the carrying trade of the couniry, 
which now, and ever has been, of incalculable benefit to the United States. 

From these considerations, I do not believe it will be expedient to make any change in the present 
mode of securing the duties and suffering goods to be exported for debenture. I should have sooner sent 
an answer, but having referred the resolution to some of our most intelligent merchants for their written 
opinions, I awaited their reception, which have not yet been realized, but verbally they have expressed 
strong doubts of making the change contemplated. 

With the highest respect, your most obedient servant, 
H. A. S. DEARBORN, Collector. 


Hon. R. Rusu. 





No. 6. 


Cottector’s Orricr, Providence, June 7, 1825. 


Sm: Your letter of the 23d of April, with a copy of a resolution of the House of Representatives, 
was duly received. 

In reply, I have the honor to state that no additional Government storehouses will be necessary in 
this port, if the system of deposit now applicable to wines, teas, and distilled spirits, should be extended 
to merchandise of every description, provided the importers have the privilege now exercised with respect 
to teas, &c., and of storing them in their own or other private stores, satisfactory to the custom-house. 

On the subject of extending the time within which merchandise may be exported with benefit of 
debenture, I have conversed with several of the first merchants here, and we coincide in opinion that, in 
the case of teas, it would be advantageous to commerce and navigation, and could not be injurious to the 
revenue, if one year from the time of removal from deposit were allowed, provided, however, that this 
period did not extend beyond two years from the time of importation; and that this time would be 
sufficient as to other merchandise. We also think that a general extension of the system of deposit 
would be beneficial to commerce and navigation, and not injurious to the revenue. I would respectfully 
suggest, in case the system of deposit be extended, that a uniform credit, from the time of removal from 
deposit, be established as to all merchandise deposited. When goods are taken from deposit, there seems 
to be no reason for a variety of credit, and the operation at the custom-house would be much simplified 
by its being uniform. I would also suggest that no credit extend beyond twelve months, and that the 
last term of credit on importations from places elsewhere than in Europe and the West Indies, &c., be 
reduced from eighteen to twelve months. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS COLES, Collector. 


Hon. Samvuet L. Sournarp, Acting Secretary of the Treasury. 





No. 1. 


Disrrict anD Port or Newport, Collector’s Office, July 7, 1825. 


Sir: As to comply properly with the requirements of your letter of April 23, 1825, and the resolution 
of the House of Representatives of March 2, 1825, a view of the subjects embraced by them ought to be 
taken from a more commanding position than mine is, I beg leave to decline answering the questions 
propounded, excepting that relative to additional Government storehouses, to which my answer is, that 
if the system of deposit, now applicable to wines, teas, and distilled spirits, be extended to merchandise of 














s 
it 
of 








1826.] DRAWBACK DUTIES ON EXPORTS. 315 








every description, it will probably be necessary to erect in this port so many stores as would cost from 
$100,000 to $150,000, there not being a Government store in the port, and only one belonging to an indi- 
vidual which may be denominated fire-proof, nor, in truth, many in any respect well calculated for the safe 
deposit of goods. 
Most respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
CHRIST. ELLERY, Collector. 
Hon. Samven L. Sournarp, Acting Secretary of the Treasury. 





No. 8. 


Custom-Hovuse, Cotiector’s Orricet, New York, November 20, 1825. 


Sir: The letter of the Acting Secretary of the Treasury of the 23d of April last was received, relative 
to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 2d of March, requesting information, together with 
my opinion and views, of the effect which the adoption of the measures referred to in the said resolution 
would have on the revenue, commerce, and navigation of the United States. 

In answer, I state that I have read and considered the resolution in its different objects and bearings, 
and am of opinion that, if carried into effect, it would prove injurious to the revenue. The collection act 
of March 2, 1799, with few exceptions, is well calculated for the purpose of collecting the revenue, and 
for the allowance of drawback of duties on exportation. The existing laws provide credits, with sufticient 
securities, for the payment of duties on importation, and which operates in this port as a capital to our 
merchants equal to one-half of the gross revenue. They also permit bonds to be taken without surety on 
a deposit of a part of the merchandise as a security for the payment of the duties; they also permit all the 
merchandise to be deposited nine months without entry; they also permit a general bond, without surety, 
to be taken for duties on spirits and wines for twelve months, and the merchandise deposited in private 
stores under the locks of the Surveyor; they also permit a general bond, without surety, to be taken for 
duties on teas for two years, and the merchandise deposited in private stores under the locks of the 
Surveyor. The last two provisions may be considered as a very loose and an uncertain security for the 
revenue. Formerly there was said to have been a loss here for about $140,000 on a deposit of teas. 
When I entered upon the duties of the office there were upwards of $80,000 duties on teas, for which no 
special bond, with sureties, had been taken, and very little, and, in cases, no teas remaining in store as a 
collateral security; the duties, however, have since been paid. Within the present year a hundred casks 
of wine were deposited in a private store under the lock of the Surveyor, (under general bond,) and some 
weeks after, when a special entry and bond, with sureties, had been given for the duties, the officer, on 
going to make a delivery of the wine, found only one-fifth of the quantity remaining, the other having 
been previously removed. If the system proposed in the resolution be adopted, it will greatly and unneces- 
sarily increase the responsibility of the officers of the collection of the revenue, require a great increase of 
officers and clerks, and additional expenses, and it would be almost impracticable to render the quarterly 
accounts with accuracy. The system of warehousing goods of foreign manufacture for drawback, under 
the proposed resolution, will principally benefit foreign manufacturers or their agents here. In England the 
warehousing of foreign goods not permitted for consumption is allowed for twelve months, under a general 
bond, without surety. But it must be recollected that the duties on all goods for home consumption are 
there paid in cash previous to their delivery. We have already, the present year, taken upwards of 30,000 
bonds for duties. In relation to an extension of the time of allowing drawbacks on importation, I am 
of opinion it would be detrimental to the revenue, and be the means of introducing confusion into the 
accounts, diminishing the revenue, and increase the duties and responsibility of the officers, without any 
material benefit to the merchant or the Government. The debentures issued from this office have been 
from eight to eleven thousand a year. I therefore cannot recommend the adoption of the plan proposed 
in the resolution, but, on the contrary, give it as my opinion that the ad valorem rate of duties should 
be simplified, viz: that all goods, wares, or merchandise now subject, on importation, to the payment of 
duties ad valorem, shall, from and after , be subject to the payment of a duty of say not less than 25 
nor more than 380 per cent. ad valorem, in lieu of the present rates, excepting all such articles which are now 
subject to the payment of a duty of 124 per cent. ad valorem; and also excepting such articles as are 
enumerated in the fourth and fifth specifications in the first section of the act amending the several acts 
for imposing duties on imports, passed the 22d day of May, 1824; retaining the present addition of 10 
and 20 per cent. the square yard duty on cotton goods, and also the present duty on cotton yarns, threads, 
and twists; and that all debentures, where the drawback does not exceed $100, be made payable at the 
last period of credit allowed on importation, excepting where the duties have been paid in cash without 
discount. And I would further recommend that all merclffndise imported after the shall be consigned, 
in the bills of lading and the captain’s manifest, to some person or persons, and not to order, under a 
penalty of $ My reasons are, first, in relation to the ad valorem duties, that the proposed change 
would probably add something to the revenue and greatly facilitate the collection of it, and not injure 
our agriculture and manufactures. And as to the second, the change would give facility to the issuing 
of debentures, lessen the chance of errors and responsibility by diminishing their numbers, without injury 
to the merchant. In relation to goods consigned to order, as the bill of lading answers for any one, it 
has been the cause of most of our losses within the last four or five years. I would also take the liberty 
of recommending the passage of a law providing that, in case any teas or other merchandise deposited 
under the provisions of the collection act of March 2, 1799, or any other act, shall be embezzled, or fraud- 
ulently concealed, or removed from any store or place wherein they shall have been deposited, they 
shall be forfeited, and the person or persons so embezzling, concealing, or removing the same, or aiding 
or assisting therein, shall be liable to the same pains and penalties as if such teas or other merchandise 
had been fraudulently unshipped or landed without payment of duty; and that every Collector, Naval 
Officer, and Surveyor, or other person specially appointed by either of them, or any officer of the customs, 
may search for, seize, and secure any such goods, wares, or merchandise, as in other cases, and shall in 
all cases have the same protection against the suits or demands of claimants as are given by the existing 
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laws. Many other subjects might with propriety be submitted to your consideration, but will be deferred 


to a future occasion. 
With great respect, I am your obedient servant, 


JONATHAN THOMPSON, Collector. 
Hon. Ricnarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 





No. 9. 


Cottector’s Orricr, Philadelphia, June 28, 1825, 


Sir: In your letter of the 23d of April, enclosing a resolution of the House of Representatives in 
Congress, of the 2d of March, you request such information as I possess on the subject, and my opinion 
and views of the effect which might be produced by the adoption of measures referred to in the said 
resolution. 

First. “Whether any, and if any, what, effect would be produced upon the revenue, commerce, and 
navigation of the United States by extending the time within which merchandise may be exported with 
the benefit of debenture from one to two years, and what amount of duties ought to be retained to repay 
the disbursements of the Treasury upon that branch of trade.” 

Second. “Whether any additional Government storehouses will be necessary, if the system of deposit, 

now applicable to wines, teas, and distilled spirits, should be extended to merchandise of every descrip- 
tion.” . 
In considering the first point of inquiry contained in the resolution, I think it highly probable that 
though the time for exporting merchandise with the benefit of drawback should be extended to two years, 
much the greater amount will still be exported within the time now prescribed by law. Goods for 
exportation are generally imported with a view to that end; and, as it will always be the interest of the 
merchant to avail himself of the use of his debenture in meeting the payment of his duty bonds, there is 
abundant ground to conclude, and experience justifies the inference, that to whatever time the privilege 
of exporting with the benefit of drawback may be extended, it is obvious that the time of exportation 
will generally be regulated by the terms of credit on the importation, 

On receiving our exports on dutiable merchandise, within the years 1823 and 1824, when a greater 
amount has been exported yearly than for several preceding years, it appears that something less than 
one-twelfth part of the whole has been exported without benefit of drawback. I do not, however, infer 
that the loss of debenture was owing to the goods not having been exported in due time, but because they 
consisted of broken packages to make up assorted cargoes, and which, under any extension of time, 
would not have been entitled to that benefit; and of this twelfth part, perhaps, there may not have been one- 
twentieth in original packages that had been in the country more than one year from the time of importa- 
tion. It is proper to state that these observations are made hypothetically, as I have no means by which 
to test their accuracy, having cognizance only of goods exported with the benefit of debenture. 

The net amount of external revenue I presume will always, in times of peace, be commensurate with 
the demand for home consumption. A judiciously regulated commerce should not allow the importation 
to exceed the quantity necessary for home consumption beyond what can be advantageously exported to 
other countries; but as a want of concert amongst merchants, as well as causes over which they have 
no control, will not always allow this rule to regulate their importations, it might occasionally be to their 
advantage to be allowed a longer time for exporting with benefit of drawback, when an excess of articles 
intended for home consumption would render it their interest to,export what they might otherwise be 
obliged to force into our market at an under value. The revenue would, for the present, be so far 
diminished by as much as the drawback on goods thus exported would amount to, but which 1 apprehend 
would be compensated by retaining five per cent. of duty on all merchandise exported with the benefit of 
debenture; or, what perhaps might be better, five per cent. on that exported in the first year, and four per 
cent. on that exported in the second year after importation. But as I have already observed that the 
chief exports will always be made with a view to facilitate the payment of duties on the importation, I 
would not anticipate any effect from the extensions of the time that would furnish a sufficient motive for 
making the experiment. If, however, I should be mistaken in the view I have taken of the subject, and 
an extension of the time from one to two years would tend to increase the exports beyond what I have 
supposed, the increase of exports would necessarily be accompanied by a corresponding increase of 
imports. Whatever advantage might accrue to the commerce and navigation of our country by adopting 
the measure, I do not apprehend that any effect would ultimately be produced on the revenue that the 
duty proposed to be retained would not compensate. 

As the second point of inquiry appears to contemplate the retaining of goods in store until the duty 
is paid, the extent of storage will somewhat depend on the time that may be allowed for that purpose. I 
would suppose that stores of capacity to contain their entire importations one year would be necessary, 
as teas, under the present regulations, may remgin in store two years for the benefit of long credit. The 
public stores at this place, belonging to the United States, are perhaps not exceeded in dimensions by 
those of any other port; yet they are not of capacity to receive more than about one-fourth part of the 
goods now required by law to be stored under the custody of the customs, the residue being secured in 
the stores of the importers, agreeably to the provisions of the sixty-second section of the impost law of 1799. 

If the measure of placing in public stores all the dutiable goods imported should be adopted, it 
would, I conceive, require an amount at least twenty times greater than we at present possess, which it 
would be impracticable to procure, unless at an expense that might not be compensated by any advantage 
that would be derived from the measure. 

If the goods were stored at the expense of the importer, it would be highly objectionable to those 
who have good stores of their own, which, under such regulation, would be rendered useless property to 
such owners. If stored at the expense of the Government, this, with the addition of the compensation 
of storekeepers and incidental expenses, would probably amount to more than has ordinarily been lost to 
the United States by delinquent debtors. Should the measure be deemed eligible, I think it cannot receive 
too much consideration as to the probable consequences before it be adopted. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN STEELE. 
Samvet L. Sovrnarp, Esq., Acting Secretary of the Treasury. 
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No. 10. 


PuiLavELraia, (no date.) 


Sm: In replying to the letter of the Acting Secretary of the Treasury of the 23d of April last, 
wherein he requested such information as I possessed on the subject, and my opinion and views of the 
effect which might be produced by the adoption of the measures referred to in a resolution of the House 
of Representatives in Congress, of the 2d of March, which accompanied his letter, the opinion I then enter- 
tained and expressed, in respect to the first member of the resolution, I have had no -cause to change. 
Though the difficulties which presented themselves to my mind in considering the plan of depositing 
in store all imported merchandise, as contemplated in the second member of the resolution, have not, on 
more deliberate reflection, diminished, I am nevertheless of opinion that a change of system is indispen- 
sably necessary to give security to the revenue, which experience demonstrates is not attainable 
under the present; and I do not conceive of any that will so effectually answer the purpose as that 
of taking in deposit, at the time of importation, merchandise, as a pledge or security for the payment 
of the duties; but by no means to the extent proposed in the resolution. The credit system so long 
sanctioned by use, whatever may be said in its favor, in facilitating mercantile as well as other transac- 
tions between man and man, affords many temptations to deception and fraud, besides its tendency to the 
deterioration of the moral principle. The views and designs of dishonest men can seldom be penetrated 
until their nefarious purposes are accomplished. They may (as has been done) secretly dispose of their 
property to preferred creditors, or otherwise conceal it for their own use, so as to leave nothing tangible 
to discharge their obligations to the United States. Of the particular circumstances of the most reputable 
men in business, which, if any embarrassment exists, prudence cautiously withholds from public view, 
there is no less difficulty in obtaining a satisfactory knowledge. But, were the fullest assurance had of 
the entire solvency of principal and surety at the time of giving bond, unforeseen accidents and losses 
beyond their control, and which no prudence of theirs could prevent, might, at the end of eight, ten, or 
twelve months, render both the one and the other completely insolvent. In all these cases loss of 
revenue would be inevitable. In addition to the observations made in my former communication on 
the subject of storing all merchandise imported, I will suggest some other difficulties which I think 
would be found practically involved in the measure. As the delivery of the goods thus stored, on 
giving the usual bonds, would afford no greater security to the revenue than at present, I presume 
that payment of cash duty before delivery must have been contemplated. At present, when goods 
on arrival are delivered to the importer after having given the requisite bonds, the calculation of 
duty accruing on each invoice is performed by a single operation; but the payment of cash at delivery 
would render it the interest of the merchant to take at no one time more than suited his present 
necessity or convenience; hence, you will readily perceive that the demands for delivery of goods from 
store, the calculation of duty thereon, and the payments of cash, may possibly be increased to the 
number of packages contained in each invoice, which, besides the risk of mistakes or errors in the 
multiplied calculations, must necessarily be attended with the expense of as many additional clerks as 
would be requisite for the purposes. (or these calculations, however numerous, must be made previously 
to the delivery of the goods from store, or take a cash deposit, which would only increase the risk and 
labor still further; besides, duties should be paid at bank, and as seldom at custom-house as possible.) 
A like increase of expense and additional storekeepers, as well as risk of mistakes in such frequent 
deliveries from the immense quantity under their charge, would consequently follow. With a view to a 
plan that would afford no less security to the revenue and attended with as little expense in the execution, 
as well as risk of error in the calculations, keeping the accounts and records of the office, and in rendering 

‘accounts to the Treasury, as I conceive practicable, I would propose a substitution of the measure 
referred to—that, on the importation of all dutiable merchandise, such proportion of each invoice as 
would amply secure the duty on the whole should be deposited in the custody and under the exclusive 
control of the customs, which would not require more than one-third of the stores, if so many, as would 
be necessary to contain the whole, and deliver to the importer, forthwith, the balance of his invoice, (say 
two-thirds, more or less, as the case might require,) on giving his own bond for the duties. 

In frequent conversation with merchants on the subject of cash duties, they have generally stated, in 
objection to the measure, that it would place mercantile business wholly in the hands of men of large 
capital. To obviate this objection, and for the accommodation of importers generally, but more especially 
those of small capitals, allow (as might be deemed advisable) three, six, and nine; six, nine, and twelve; 

or eight, ten, and twelve months credit, beyond which I think credit in no case should be extended; this 
course would not impair the security deposited, and be productive of as little incovenience to the 
merchant as would consist with the safety of the revenue; as, on payment of the first instalment, he 
would be entitled to receive from store one-third of his goods deposited, and in like manner at the 
payment of the subsequent instalment. As an inducement to the payment of cash duty at the time of 
importation, which would proportionably lessen still further the quantity of goods to be taken into store, 
allow a discount according to the credit given, equivalent to the rate of six per cent. per annum, which, I 
think, money is always worth to men in business, notwithstanding the reduced rate of interest which 
has obtained for some time past. <A like benefit of discount might be allowed on the payment of bonds 
in anticipation, provided it was made on or before half the term of credit had elapsed; the labor of 
calculating discounts on short periods, which in many instances might be of little value to the receiver, 
should be avoided. 

The stores and goods deposited therein should be placed under the care of a principal superintendent, 
with such assistance as might be necessary, who should report weekly to the Collector the condition of 
the stores and merchandise under his care. 

In stating my views on the subject, which are respectfully submitted for your consideration, I may 
have fallen short of expressing them as explicitly and intelligibly as I intended. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN STEELE. 

Ricnarp Rusu, Esq., Secretary of the Treasury. 

P. S.—It may not be improper further to remark that the indefinite payment of duties under the 
general deposit plan, which, I apprehend, would leave it discretionary with the importer what payments 
he would make within the whole range of time from the importation to the period which would necessarily 
be fixed for finally discharging the duties thereon, would be materially deficient in giving that precise 
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view which the definite payments in the plan I have suggested would afford of the prospective revenue 
coming into the Treasury, which I suppose to be indispensably necessary in conducting the financial] 


arrangements of your office; of this, however, you are the proper judge. J.S 





No. 11. 
Bautimore, September 27, 1825. 


According to the existing system of warehousing teas, wines, and spirits, the credits on the duties 
are longer than if they were not stored; added to which, the quantities which may be eventually exported 
remain uncertain as long as the limited time of exportation with privilege of drawback. In this view of 
the subject, if the limit should be extended to two years, and the system of deposit applied to merchan- 
dise of every description, the inconvenience above stated would be much augmented, so as to render the 
necessary anticipations of the receipts into the Treasury very uncertain. There can be little doubt 
that, if the deposit system was extended, considerable quantities of goods must be deposited to meet the 
demands for the South American and other markets; and if the right of drawback (as in the existing 
case of wines and spirits) was made contingent on the deposit, no doubt the quantity would be very 
large. If the time should be extended to two years, the final settlement of the duties would be procras- 
tinated; it follows that more warehouse room would be wanted for the reception of the increased quantity 
of goods stored. It is probable, however, that some time would elapse before the measure of deposit 
would be very generally adopted by the importer; they would be deterred in the outset by the novelty of 
the plan and the inconvenience and expense to which they would think themselves subjected, and also 
the trouble of complying with the necessary and multiplied custom-house forms to which they would be 
liable in getting their goods in detail out of the store. It is presumed that the additional expense of 
store rent, storekeepers, &c., must be levied in some shape from the goods stored; this, however, would 
be progressive, and contingent on the increase of trade. It is concluded that the object in view is to 
improve the commerce of the country. The merchants, ever alive to their interests, will soon test its 
efficacy. If they find it advantageous, they will not regard the additional expense and trouble; but if 
they do not find their account in it, they will abstain as far as they can from depositing, and probably 
petition for a repeal of the law. It is to be recollected that the British Government has extended their 
deposit system to some of its colonies, evidently with a view of having goods ready and at hand to supply 
the southern markets. This may‘deserve the consideration of our Government. It is not supposed that 
the measure, if adopted, would naturally lessen or increase the net receipts into the Treasury under the 
existing tariff. The great mass of available duties arises on the goods consumed in the United States; 
the per centum retained out of the amount of drawbacks is but small when considered as an item of 
revenue, nor would the increase which might be expected from an augmentation of exports tend to make 
it a fund of much consequence. The amount retained might, perhaps, be increased; $2 50 on $100 draw- 
back is no great matter; perhaps $5 would not be too much. I would beg leave to go a little further, 
and say that disproportioned credits now allowed on goods imported from beyond Cape of Good Hope, 
&c., viz: eight, ten, and eighteen months, should be reduced to periods falling in with other importations, 
both for the facility of revenue transactions and the safety of State and merchants. In so long a_ period 
as the latter the changes are often very great; the risk is increased to the revenue and the merchants, 
who are connected together; and additional trouble so given to the officers accounting to the Treasury at 
the custom-houses, &c., besides the delays of collection. So few are interested, and desire to have this 
long credit, that not more than one person is here recollected to have approved the regulation, and, his 
approval of it was deemed no recommendation. The deposit of wines and spirits is productive of much 
trouble in keeping the accounts at the custom-house, and the benefit to the public can hardly be made 
out, while the individuals feel all the inconvenience of having their goods in other men’s custody, who 
are at the same time irresponsible. Laws ought not to be changeable; but this reason should not forbid 
a return to less exceptionable regulations.—(See act 20th of April, 1818, chapter 124.) 

Respectfully submitted. 
JAMES H. McCULLOCH, Collector, Custom-house, Baltimore. 


Ricuarp Rusu, Esq. 





No. 12. 
Cot.ector’s Orricr, Alexandria, May 3, 1825. 


Sir: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 23d ultimo, covering a resolution of the House 
of Representatives of the 2d of March last, calling on you to report to that House, at its next session, 
“ whether any, and if any, what, effect would be produced on the commerce and navigation and revenue 
of the United States by extending the time within which merchandise may be exported with the benefit 
of debenture from one to two years, and what amount of duties ought to be retained to repay the 
disbursements of the Treasury upon that branch of trade; and also whether any additional Government 
storehouses will be necessary, if the system of deposit, now applicable to wines, teas, and distilled spirits, 
should be extended to merchandise of every description.” As to the first branch of the inquiry—what 
would be the effect upon the revenue and commerce and navigation of extending the limitation of exporta- 
tion for drawback to two years—I am decidedly of opinion it would be salutary, both on our commerce 
and navigation, by extending the field of enterprise and giving employment to a greater number of vessels; 
nor do I believe it would affect the revenue injuriously. But, to render it safe, nothing short of the appli- 
cation of the system of deposit now in use as to wines, teas, and spirits, to all articles of merchandise 
which are the objects of it, will afford adequate security. With that guard, no objection is perceived to 
extending the limitation to two years. In the present state of the trade of this port, and until it shall be 
materially augmented, the present public stores will be abundantly sufficient if the change were made. 

As to the retention of duties, I am thoroughly persuaded that less than two and a half per cent., the 
present sum retained, will not be sufficient to indemnify the United States for disbursements incident to 
that branch of trade. 

With very high respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 

H. PEAKE, Collector. 
Hon, Samvet L. Sourwarp, Acting Secretary of the Treasury. 
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No. 13. 


Cotxector’s Orricr, Richmond, November 29, 1825. 


Sm: It will appear a long time to allow an official communication from the Department to remain 
unanswered, but the bad state of my own health, and that of a part of my family latterly, has denied my 
doing so till now; beside that, I considered it proper to consult some of the best-informed merchants of 
this place, who are entitled to great respect, and in whose hands I had placed the communication. 

The following is the result of their observations: 


“ % the Collector of the District of Richmond: 


“Sir: Your letter, enclosing those of Mr. Southard, Acting Secretary of the Treasury, covering a 
resolution of Congress of the 2d March last, has been duly considered, viz: First. On that of extending 
the time within which merchandise may be exported for the benefit of debenture. Second. What amount 
of duties ought to be retained to repay the disbursements of the Treasury upon that branch of trade. 
Third. Whether any additional Government stores will be necessary, if the system of deposit, now appli 
cable to spirits, wines, and teas, should be extended to every description of merchandise. 

“Tt is plain to all here that, whether the debenture laws remain as they are, or be hereafter extended, 
the commerce of this (James) river can be little affected, as you well know that it is rarely a case 
occurs at this place where debenture is claimed upon exportation, but as it may affect the commerce of 
the United States generally, we can scarce hazard an opinion. We think, however, the period within 
which merchandise may be exported for the benefit of drawback already sufficiently extended; that two 
years would only lead to larger importations at hazard without real benefit, and will tend to individual 
loss. It might be doubted whether, if the duties now charged upon imports were paid on entry, it would 
not improve the prosperity of the United States as well as that of individuals engaged in imports, which, 
to make effectual, ought to be accompanied with a shorter period on exportation for drawback. 

“The period now allowed by law for the payment of duties, for instance on British manufactures, 
acts as a bounty to the manufacturer, and it is notorious that they have nearly the whole of this branch 


of our imports in their hands. 
“JOHN ALLAN, 


“In behalf of the merchants to whom the resolution was referred.” 


With regard to Government stores at this place, I have been a tenant, from year to year, at my own 
expense, and have occasionally, where the articles for examination were bulky, been obliged to have it 
performed in the best way I could. While I make this observation, I do not think, under the existing 
laws, any additional storage is necessary; but should the system of deposit generally be adopted, then, 
indeed, not only additional stores, but, at this place, an additional inspector will be necessary. 

What may be the effect of such an arrangement I cannot venture to say; but, sir, I have no hesi- 
tation in believing, if Congress will make the duties payable on entry, and allow an adequate discount, 
that then the merchant who trades on a solid capital will be able to do business to advantage, inasmuch 
as it will have the effect to destroy a ruinous monopoly which now defies competition, and I believe 
would prevent great losses to the public. It would hold out encouragement to American merchants of 
solid capital to compete with British manufacturers, particularly, and their auction agents. 


I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES GIBBON, Collector. 


I could enlarge upon this subject, but my own want of health, added to a recent calamity in my 
family, disqualifies me from doing so. 





No. 14. 


Cottector’s Orrice, Norfolk, May 31, 1825. 


Sir: I have had the honor to receive your letter dated the 23d ultimo, enclosing a copy of a resolu- 
tion of the House of Representatives calling for information on the following points, viz: 1st. What effect 
would be produced upon the revenue, and commerce, and navigation of the United States, by extending 
the time within which merchandise may be exported with the benefit of debenture from o two years. 
2d. What amount of duties ought to be retained to repay the disbursements of the Trea upon that 
branch of trade; and 3d. Whether any additional Government storehouses will be necessary, if the 
system of deposit, now applicable to wines, teas, and distilled spirits, should be extended to merchandise 
of every description. 

In reply to the inquiry contained in the first member of the resolution, although the limited commerce 
of this place has afforded me the opportunity to acquire but little practical information on the subject, I 
have no doubt that the extension of the time within which merchandise may be exported, with the benefit 
of debenture from one to two years, would produce a very salutary effect upon the revenue, and com- 
merce, and navigation of the United States. The character of our merchants for skill and enterprise in 
trade would induce them to import goods to a much larger amount, in proportion as the time was 
extended, within which they could export them with the benefit of debenture, as thereby a much fairer 
opportunity would be afforded to ascertain the state of the most important markets in the commercial 
world. The extensive markets which have been opened, and which are opening, to the commerce of this 
country by the revolution in South America, hold out strong inducements to our merchants to supply 
them with such European and other foreign goods as they consume. The extension of the time within 
which merchandise could be exported with benefit of debenture, aided by the skill and hardy enterprise of 
our seamen, would enable our merchants to meet the European merchants in those markets on something 
like equal terms. ’ 

Taking into view the commerce of the country at large, I presume that the chances of frauds being 
practiced on the Government would be somewhat increased by extending the time within which merchandise 
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may be exported, with the benefit of debenture, if the deposit system should not be extended to merchandise 
of every description, because, in the event of such extension, the goods would generally pass through 
more hands, and thereby, as well as the increased difficulty of identifying them, the chances to commit 
frauds would be increased; these chances, however, might be greatly diminished, if not entirely removed, by 
proper legal regulations, such as requiring that the merchandise of every description entered for exporta- 
tion, with the benefit of debenture, should undergo a particular examination and inspection, and that 
marks or brands, known to all custom-house officers, should be placed on the bales, cases, packages, &e., 
containing such merchandise. 

In reply to the inquiry contained in the second member of the resolution, I have to remark, that I consider 
the present retention from the amount of duties paid as fully sufficient to cover all expenses attending the 
collection of such duties, as well as those attending the exportation of the goods on which they accrued, 
In reply to the inquiry contained in the third and last member of the resolution, I have to remark, that here 
I do not believe it would be necessary to have any additional Government storehouses; if the system of 
deposit, now applicable to wines, teas, and distilled spirits, should be extended to merchandise of ever 
description, the revenue would thereby be completely protected against every species of fraud, until after 
the shipment for exportation, as the goods could always be identified, and no opportunity would exist 
until then of substituting other and inferior goods for those entered for exportation with the benefit of 
debenture. I, however, entertain the opinion that such an extension of the deposit system as appears to 
be contemplated by the resolution would be attended with serious inconvenience in the large commercial 
ports, and would completely counteract all the advantages likely to result from extending the time within 
which merchandise may be exported with the benefit of debenture. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with very great respect, your obedient servant, 
JAMES JOHNSON, Collector. 

Hon. Samu. I.. Sournarp, Acting Secretary of the Treasury. 





No. 15. 


Custom-Hovse, Cottecror’s Orrice, Savannah, May 21, 1825. 


Sir: Your favor of the 23d ultimo is received, enclosing a copy of a resolution of the 18th Congress in 
relation to the following points, viz: ‘Whether any, and if any, what, effect will be produced upon the 
revenue, commerce, and navigation of the United States by extending the time within which merchandise 
may be exported with the benefit of debenture from one to two years?” If the inquiry is intended to be 
general and comprehensive, embracing the aggregate revenue, commerce, and navigation of the United 
States, I reply, without hesitation, that in all ports enjoying a large export trade the revenue, commerce, 
and navigation of such ports will be considerably increased by the passage of a law based upon the 
principles of the resolution. In many of our large cities a correspondence has been opened with South 
America, by which information has been obtained in about sixty days, as to their markets, particularly on 
the Pacific. Hence, by this early information, we are enabled to compete with England even in her own 
manufactures. Our merchants, therefore, by husbanding a supply, may be the first to participate in all 
the benefits of a rising market. But, if the inquiry was intended to be confined to the district over which 
I preside, I reply, that at the present the port of Savannah enjoys comparatively but little export trade, 
and that, consequently, the revenue, commerce, and navigation will not be materially affected by a change 
in the laws. 

“What amount of duties ought to be retained to pay the disbursements of the Treasury upon this 
branch of trade?” 

If the present retention is deemed to be sufficient to repay the present disbursements upon this branch 
of trade, I cannot perceive that any additional retention will be necessary to repay disbursements in case 
of addftional trade, because the additional retention growing out of that trade will necessarily furnish the 
additional means to repay the expenses, except for the erection of additional storehouses. 

“Whether any additional Government storehouses will be necessary, if the system of deposit, now 
applicable to wines, teas, and distilled spirits, shall be extended to merchandise of every description ?” 

The increase of export trade will for the most part be confined to our large commercial ports; they 
will become the depots to supply this branch of trade. If, therefore, their present warehouses are only 
equal to their present wants, it necessarily follows that in proportion to the increase of their trade will be 
the increased demand for additional storehouses. Perhaps it may not be too speculative to say that the 
revenue, camperce, and navigation of the United States will probably increase one-fourth if the proposed 
arrangements carried into effect; consequently the demand for additional warehouses will increase in the 
same ratio. In this point of view, therefore, the interest of the sums expended for the erection of ware- 
houses ought to be annually repaid either by the charges on storage or by an increase of the present retention. 

The foregoing answers are upon the construction which I have given to the resolution. The inquiries 
are general and the phraseology obscure. It is, therefore, more than probable that I have misconstrued 
the objects designed thereby to be effected. 

I am, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOHN STEVENS. 
Hon. Saver L, Sovrmarp. 
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REMISSION OF DUTIES ON SUGAR, IT BEING LIBELLED AS PORTUGUESE PROPERTY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 17, 1826. 


Mr. Situ, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the petition of Otway Burns, made the 
following report: 


That it appears from the petition and the vouchers submitted in its support, that on the 14th of 
August, 1818, a brig, bearing the name of “Fortuna,” entered the port of Beaufort, North Carolina, laden 
with sugar, molasses, cotton, and hides, and was regularly admitted to entry by the Collector of the port. 
That the master, who called himself Murphy, applied to the petitioner to become security for the duties 
on the said cargo; that from the conversation of Captain Murphy and the crew, and the appearance of the 
brig, he, the petitioner, was satisfied that she was engaged in fair trade, and being assured by counsel 
learned in the law that, as the cargo had been regularly entered in the custom-house, he could run no risk 
in purchasing the same, he did purchase a part thereof, to the amount of about $11,000, which fully 
secured him (as he then thought) for the amount of the bonds given; and further, he agreed to carry, on 
freight, the balance of the cargo, for its owner, in his vessels, to New York. It further appears, from the 
deposition of G. Rumley, clerk of the petitioner, that about twenty-four or thirty barrels of sugar were 
sold in Beaufort; that a part was shipped to Philadelphia, as is proved by the manifests of the schooners 
Ann and Jane, the proceeds whereof were paid to him; and the residue of the cargo he landed, to be 
transported to New York, where it was seized by the Collector, on the ground that the papers accom- 
panying the goods were not regular; which seizure he relinquished on the receipt of the certificate of the 
Collector of Beaufort. That in the meantime the Portuguese Consul at New York libelled the sugar, &c., 
as Portuguese property, which, being proved, was, after near five years of contest, decreed to be the 
property of a subject of Portugal, by which decree the petitioner lost the amount he had paid on his 
purchase, the freight of his vessel, and was held bound for the duties for which he had given bonds at 
Beaufort. Those bonds, amounting to $8,334 22, had been put in suit, March, 1819, and judgment had, as 
of course, been obtained; the execution was suspended by order of the Treasury Department. In February, 
1823, the Marshal of New York paid into the Treasury the sum of $4,180 54, being for duties on the goods 
‘that had been libelled and sold by him. It further appears that the petitioner paid to the Collector, in 1823 
and 1824, the sum of $907 05, being the presumed amount of duties on that part of the cargo sold in 
Beaufort and Philadelphia, leaving a balance still due on the aforesaid bonds of $3,246 23, from the pay- 
ment of which, and the interest thereon, the petitioner prays to be released. 

The deposition of Mr. Arundle, the Collector who admitted the Fortuna to entry, states “that he has 
seen a statement of the sales of that part of the cargo which had been sold at Philadelphia, and that the 
duties thereon did not amount to more than five or six hundred dollars; and that he knew of but a small 
part of the goods sold in Beaufort.” From which it does appear to your committee that the duties collected 
at New York on the articles libelled and sold there ought, in justice and fairness, to have been to an amount 
equal to the balance due on the bonds of the petitioner, after the payment of the $907 05 for the presumed 
amount of the duties payable on the part which had been sold at Beaufort and Philadelphia; and such 
appears to have been the opinion of Mr. Anderson, Comptroller of the Treasury, who, in his letter to the 
Hon. N. Macon, dated January 5, 1825, says: “If the goods were adjudged to be the property of Portu- 
guese subjects, and were directed to be restored to them, I am of opinion that Mr. Burns is not legally 
liable to the duties, and in such case relief could be afforded him by this Department, if judgment had not 
been obtained on the bonds given by him, in consequence of which the case is no longer considered within 
the competency of the Treasury.” 

The committee are at a loss to account for the difference between the amount of duties recovered in 
New York and those bonded for by the petitioner at Beaufort. There might have been a loss in the weight 
of the sugar, arising from its frequent removals from one warehouse to another, from the loss of weight 
which naturally arises in sugar by its drying and the molasses draining from it. The extent, however, 
ran only be accounted for from the belief that the duty at New York was levied on the articles, not being 
of that quality which was charged at Beaufort at 434 cents per pound, but on the quality, which, agree- 
ably to law, is chargeable at 3%5 cents per pound, which the petitioner has verbally informed the chairman 
he believed was the case. There is, however, no proof before the committee to substantiate that fact. 

The committee have ample proof submitted to them of the fair and honest character of the petitioner, 
signed by gentlemen of the first respectability, and are of opinion that the prayer of the petitioner ought 
to be granted, and ask leave to submit a bill for his relief. 
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AFFAIRS OF THE BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REIFRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 24, 1826, 


Treasury Department, February 23, 1826. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 20th instant, I have the 
honor to transmit “the monthly statements of the affairs of the Bank of the United States for the year 
1825.” . 


I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, your obedient servant, - 
RICHARD RUSH. 


The Speaker of the House of Representatives of the United States 
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FINANCE. 


[No. 748. 





Dr. 


RECAPITULATION 


Cr, 


eae 











Funded debt United States, (various) ..+-)+++++eeeeeeerees 
Bills discounted on personal security....- $22, 862, 162 15 


87,882 94 


5,527,744 68 


funded debt......+++. 
bank stocK ....ee-+s- 


Domestic bills of EXCHANGE......eeeeesccleceeeeeere iene 
Foreign bills of exchange ..++eeeeeeeveeeleceees cose eeeees 
Real estate ......+++++ cece cccccccesesecelecccce eccccccces 
Mortgages, &c...... ee eS 


Due from Bank United States and offices.| 16,109,461 53 


Due from State banks.......++seeeeeeeee] 1,837,512 29 





Debt of Smith and B. G. Williams and 
J. We. McCulloch 2..000.0000 008 


ee eeereeslseees 


Debt due by the United States.....sccceejecceesceeeceseee| 


Deficiencies 6... .ceeeececccrcscececcsvcsiecesece 
Banking-houses, bonus, and premium on 








eet eeeees 





| 


| 





EXPeNseS. ...2cccccccese SS Fas ee 


Cash.—Notes of Bank United States and 
6,336, 763 06 


1,178,353 64 


DEIOOE nines cons ose 0900000 2006 
Notes of State banks .....se+eee- 


Specie 2... ccccccces o ccccccccccce 














6,616,049 98 | 





| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


$18, 422,027 38 
Notes issued.......+- Cccserccccccce oe 
Dividends unclaimed. ... .secsesseeees 
Discount, exchange, and interest ...... 
28,477,789 77 || Profit and loss and contingent interest... 
2, 467,398 10 | Due to Bank United States and offices . 
24,178 00 || Due to State banks .....4 sesseeeeeeees 

1, 362, 266 72 


135,091 85 || Seven per cent. StOCK ..sseeccseeseeeees 
|| Six per cent. stock exchanged.......... 


Baring Brothers & C0......eeeeeeeeese 


Capital stock ..seseeeeeveee occcccccccce| 


$34,995,919 63 
13,001,957 46 

sl nopeacaevesebeee 181,710 7 

Pecaskencevamns 165, 429 91 

7 see o Bae, 732,095 32 

.| $16,362,760 33 

.| 1,426,161 46 


© Peewee eres eesens, 








17,794,921 79 

1,053,840 82 
353,934 34 
2,574,646 03 


eee e ee eres eesees 
j 





eleerees eres sesees 


17,946,973 82 || Deposits on account of Treasurer United 


1,207, 332 08 Deduct overdratts......e.eeseeees 
5,267 32 


500,931 15 | 





1, 882, 853 12 individuals. .....eecceceees 


45,363 66 


Special deposit of Treasury drafts ..... 


i 


14, 131,166 68 


86, 608, 639 65 








| 
| 
| 


BUALOS 0 00ccc 0000s 0000 ccs vcseeseeee 


Deposits of public officers......ssseeee. 


Contingent fund... ccc. coccecvcecsees|sceees pueaseeese 


2,825,436 46 | 
-) 195,525 64 | 


2,629,910 82 | 

1,543,618 63 | 

.| 7,533,406 46 | 
—} 11,706,935 91 
296, 300 00 
3,750, 947 67 











el eee ewe ress eeeee 


86, 608,639 65 








Bank OF THE UNITED States, January 31, 1825. 


THOMAS WILSON, Cashier. 

















Tes) 
N 
in) 


ATES. 


i 















































































































































































































































“ bS SPT ‘eer’s | Se c9a‘cer'T | 90 g6e‘ere‘s | 88 co0'F9 «=| G8 Teg‘FeT =| - 29 ebe‘oRs‘T | 69 cex‘sos =| 6T ss‘IFL‘T | FL GOT‘eet‘or | 8c zeR‘bet | 96 cos‘FRE‘T | 6L FLS‘eLIe | 89 6le‘Lce‘s | £6 LLS‘TSI =| 86 HhE‘9C0 ‘Es 
pode | ont 
“ 99 060‘T& 00 ¢00‘ST | 00 ¢64°8S ze 919% 2202s CE SCLsEL Jesse IIS IC at iid 96 B61‘ 00 00498 80 PLE ‘ch SRE hs SPREE TENS AE SESE tOUE SE Ee ee ee seeeees Snqsytd ee ‘494 
4 16 198 ‘E96 00 ssc‘eh =| 00 £30608 | 9¢ G9e°E eeeiene 00ee8 21/00 /009: OF LG bel ‘El £9 089°es 0€ 199‘68T woisiewcesiecteeepecceceee +6285 Go CON seo: |.00/005°9 sreeeeeceesoes! £6 CETSg9G°G = |*** SULATO AON be “ure 
ait IL 099°1@ tesa eeeeesenee creeseseeeeeer! pg Ere sry sees rere rere ree al GGL L GL 188°bL 16 £18 tees eeeeeeeeee! Oy Toy Syag cg Eee EPT 00 00¢ evens seers! Tr per cog st + 99° *enpuUToUID aI 
7, %0 966‘8h 00 298 ‘8P 00 Gap ‘ees 63 Bee iggininigh CORA Timile Ube ouupeit, SoG cipal 08 206 ‘9F teva eeeees teeeeee ***! 00 096‘0I teeeeeeeeeeseeleseeeeesessees! OM CVO ‘ODF seeeee ginooyg aI 
r> #6 £96 °%S 61 6666 00 ¢¢6 ‘6S 0¢ FIRST see eee ee eeeeee PIS ‘TI tea eres SI e66'L RI 96961 tteeeeseereres! 1g OTrteg £8 CTL‘OL tteeeeeeeeeeseleceeeeserseres! Cm ag tary ty seeees oTTASMOy g 
pe €¢ cog ‘so 00 G8 ‘FG 00 016 ‘ce FS 639‘ 00 000‘ Reece ae eraser cnc cen mete sreee ec Cs tet y Lgce ee 96 GOP ‘PL BD GUETIE [tO nee te seeaiswencescocsnse) fa geetaggte = j°***>* OROE II 
es 4 OST ‘6LT 00 68068 00 OLL'F@6 | 66 986‘F sseeecsiccse’ st ea ieee ty | L8 998 °6 oc 06 ‘L 6¢ £28 ‘ERE BARI bo he? 89 966 GL 00 €61°ST 00 coP‘s 69 69b ‘00S verses yRuUBALS cI 
18 ge *b9E 00 06z‘0L1 | 00 OOT‘Z8 | 06 ECL ‘s 00 00S‘80T | 84 Len ‘29 | 00 606°9 16 80¢°€9 6S 696‘% assenneenewouslesviessesess+e] Ge eee we, | OO | 00 SIE FO LrOSze8°T = |*** ** UOISOpRUD cl 
<4 G& ¢L6 “Ek 00 638 ‘GI 00 009 ‘Er 16 TIL stereeeceeeee) Gb 86h 8G | £0 L90‘TS Tr coe‘ehT | 6% L6T ‘68 oc pee **) GE 099'86 00 oos‘og «= vette"! &2 S08 FOF "* aptaonasey ra 
7, z9 GI ‘96 6F £26°II | 00 0co ‘ETL g¢ etee teeseeeeeeees! G9 gag ten eevee 12 108Ie FL 0th ‘29% teee este neeeealeeeeceseeeeeseleceeseesserrrs! 00 Qretgg 00 000'¢ ge 119°2e9 tees e698 MOTION 61 
4 LT LOS‘9GT 86 29°68 00 ¢29'F9 IS 61 °L rrsecreeeersess) ae ton oe | 6 Ost ‘¢6 cS PPP ‘OL El 1cG ‘eae misteeiseidsies esie-eil eee QC ety 00 ctr S1] | OL ece‘eb freee eset eee'*) OL ces pel ’E = [****"* puowyory BE 
a L6 Sho ‘E01 EL 198 “FG 96 ech % Paar ee gree a CL Tee 661 G 0EeIS | Th SeE ‘es 00 ETL ‘FE GGL HET [eet | Ob GErSesT = [**** MOWUTYSe AA 9% 
= GI €29‘O1F £6 S16‘FL | Lb OSl’b jrseeteeeeeeeeel te seg‘ott | OF Fos ‘soe =| €9 FET “GL 16 29966 seseeeeoeseees! 69 centrer [er per’cer | 9 oss‘etp’t [settee "| 69 G09 FIbSS = |**** ** OWNIeg 8 
a CI 2e6‘TOTE | 00 o00'sce | ce 6h‘ [teessescoseoce! ge sapien § =| 29 208s 18 £68‘°LP 90 6e8 “E09 peveseeeeeee ce cr esses sss 2° TOL Gn.) V0) tno 16 00 00G*IT Te eco‘cen’e =| “8 HOA MON £% 
il 1% 196 ‘er 00 FOF ‘RI | 00 cre ‘291 tence eee sees seen eeeeeeeens teeeeeeeeseeee! ge gco ‘eed 19 eae el co 273 tee eeeeeeeceeelecsereeeseeess! Fe Boy bag 00 0c6 ‘b tee eeeeeeeeesl CF 1¢6‘0IF se ee eee nopUeyy Iz 
yee Lb Ch3 “6 &6 LELGI | 00 008°TSs | 00 s48 aes Vy ike edias **! £0 129‘e FS S62 ‘Ob SE I) RE TSG 1 0A 92 el 2) bs te er 00 009‘8 6L Tee “bLe ** goUepIAOld ¥G 
99 129°681 00 Str*se =| 00 OED*LLF «frsreer-eese ree ieeereecrcerceel bg seLScg «= [*eeeeereereres| oT Gre seLs | G6 OLEGLL'G [tree reese eeteisceeesooeeeeee! cy goatee | 00 009°DF 00 00F “6E 19 126‘969 ee ae FG 
a EL 086 ‘Er 10 4°63 | 00 S10 ‘Se | €% FIP pape anee: pith peda eee Se Se EEN rs) G6 69S°L 00 006‘¢ 00 00b C% 166 “G6E *-ymoursHog ‘90YO | 1% “49d 
om 46 9e6‘198‘T$ | 96 I8a‘eze$ | 90 898 ‘6exd | 9e cee‘OIS | G8 IGL‘6IS | GI 196‘E6e‘TS) “** "TT *'| LO 6e‘6R89 | 26 FFG‘866‘OI1$ |*° “+! 69 Gp4S | cg s66rLrS | 00 o8c*oe6'es| 16 LhG‘esS | ch e9c‘060GH |****soTIg pouuQ yurg | T yoreyy 
fy "CBI 
™ ap i | Z : cs we = =] = =) 3 is) = oS 
3 2 | oe 2 2 3 z = : 2 3 F fs y 3 
8. § | 2 g & me S. > ee 2 - 5 = z a 
' % #2 $ 8 38 2 g = 3 = 2 g F = ge 
2 ad 7 é 2s 3 mn .* ‘ = = 23 a3 Bs 
$ a © 5G 3 8 ES S ‘ 5 85 a5 8 5 “syung ‘arg 
= 2 e 5 a * . g g g 2 
|} " & e | * "= s B 3 E 3 
3 ___— Paced . . 3 : ; 
a 
n ‘pauorjuaw Urasay Sapp ay} yo psodoqr pun qunoosig Jo sa—YJQ sp. pun say papugQ ay) fo yung ay) fo quawapys josauay "ad 
7 . mest atone ie tt BON sale ey eee ae coe 








80 cee‘zoc' 


00 000008 iGiA:8i4/0)9/90:9:4:0)6:0)t}a'6)0:4/9is\9iniein' Seis SSRIS DOT GO NAT tAA SATO 3990 | Ccg ‘Lb TEGO SA Aa os 9 SaieisieSesie esiseseee GRIND A To S]liq us1910,7 
cg P28 ‘H9G eee eee eee eee eee eeeee seer *STURITILAA "9D jo 199q 196°E 


seeeees solnig palug oyi Aq onp 1qoq 
&@ Lor Legs *YPOTIMOAW "AA “f PUL SWRTTTAA “SD “@ PuL INT “sg Jo Iqog soouneg “oO ry || ge swocepsgiS cctttesttese esses ss (snouea) ‘saiwig pouug iqep pepung :soImg pauug yueg iy 








| eh 090‘9F0‘S | 
| 
ere ‘0g 69 163% $9 9c0 ‘OF a bGP“EhL as 
GLO °698 18 790 ‘F6 ESO NIGStORE apes sees seins ; IG 16¢‘g98 3b LbE ‘SOT at 


SL GLP ‘ge eee eee seeeoe Sede me eee were ee eeeeseeene 


#8 0¢9‘0T9*L | I¢ 292 ‘gat*t | 00 oo0cez% =| Ge To0‘9CR‘E | FF Esgtgce 








| 
| 


Ch 6LS ‘eesST | LT coz ‘sie ‘cr Lb6 ‘0cL‘e | 68 Les ‘ERG 2 ofe ‘F389 GO oes ‘eel | OF LOG‘T10‘ET | £9 616 ‘C66 ‘FE 
| of FI6‘9 6°9'T > ZOLSICI Seceecccccccocslsocooss Bnastid % “qag 
a 


96 OLF ‘EE sissinsisleinnssl Ge Bax cor ‘986% | 00 O00‘000'T |*** SUBOLIO ALON fuer 
| Clb eer '% It PFS '9 6 c10%93 | 099‘ Konees *** TyBUUTOUT al 
SeeFS | FO LETS Te 0s ‘R¢ ££ 606% 196 SRI¢ 918% cen ancanevel 99061 ve" oTOOTID ZI 
> GbS ze | 90 L6L‘e 16 1e6 ‘OI | 


c 
| GL SIE 0 SLO SSSI ST ecL‘¢ | £0 6¢8 OLL “FEL joe ** OfAstnory 8 
L or 'er | io PL LOT'S lesa e wesc eeeee 


06°10‘ 8e9'9 | OS G61 C91 FET jot tet UO \sUIKary ll 
9c0°9 CO OLI St 00 OTS ‘FFOST 00 000‘000‘T “* ** uuUvARS CI 

1ro‘e98 ~—| 6 60S ‘se FG CES°SEL 19 1c‘ 62968 686 ‘9th 

C916 —|_ E Bes “IS ReLGgarcG: § A[Maseeeitesesie aa 


s19°8¢ | 00 szs‘se | 00 c9c'z90'T | 00 000‘00¢*T * uojsoey cl 
L 6S0‘823 L Ctr 6l | 8 £IL6 vccceeccccce 


we Sco SPor 60 TES ‘Rs | LG OSh*L8 








E. 


‘ 
J 


0th Ss | GL 9e8 00 £96 ‘t9% 00 000 ‘00¢ ** aytAanoAu re 
gee STL % 909 ‘F 00 029° C6l ‘eth 00 000‘00S *2 999" eMIOJION 61 
£69 GI 9 Ct9°CI | @ SIb'L OFOSCEL 00 000‘000‘T “es puowtpny roe 
818 ‘ae 0c ‘eI | 0S 890 'F ogee ‘E98 00 000S00¢ ** uOySUTYSU AA 9% 
96 819 ‘Ee | bb GIL‘GIT CB $88 6% 1S FOG‘FIT % 008 ‘060 °¢ GLB ‘6G | OT eatte O1b‘L68 teeeeeeeeeceeeceleres o* QIOUITIUG RG 


FI NANC 


19h “1h 
£6 9LG°b83 Gh 99951 | €T G0S‘eZT'T | £0 O9a%ce% 
&8 L6e‘9T | SG 908 ‘9% Lp 11959 BS SEA NRA ee 
IP 69s ‘bb | GS ISL 'e GO 6LE°EL 
90 606‘chS | | 


e 
| 

GL 816 ‘Ges | 69 £88 ‘FE tp age ‘Es 19 669 ‘6G 
| 


c oze‘roe =| gt ope cece OCI ‘Sb GL 6F9‘ET | 0S GLC°LI8 00 000‘00¢ S% “***MIOX Ma & 
> GL9°9 POL‘! 


t 

oe L | CT £60°9 [PSaMA SSSA STi NGU ATT Rne 00 000‘0S% aD OEE & 13 
| 016°C 5 9FG “9S £968 | | 00 Scat Cte ‘16% 00 000‘00F *** gouaplAold bz 
| 





| ¥9 6¢8 “EhT 00 000‘¢ze@$ | gt e06 ‘996 | 86 ZIS ‘6r C6 LIT‘9CT 
60 £66°IT | £9 936° Oaled) SNS SASSI: tes AAT TAY 00 00¢ OP LFO‘ee 
18 982 ‘0ca ‘ed | £9 OLb apd 0G G6E"FEFS | Le CnsSePLB | ct erz‘sci$ | ep 090‘9F 


09 184611 GIT “LEE 11261 cL S19‘8 ces °L6L 00 000°00S*T se eeees UOMO" FG 
Ree ree he ue | 0S L8 COP ‘OFS 00 000‘008 “seqMOWsHOd “9WO | 16 “G1 
oes | 88 ch *PEss | 9¢ Gos ‘cee Lr6 “OSL 'e8) ST €9L" | PT S6o"96S8 | co cao‘scd | 96 6rs‘e66'IS | e9 GIE‘chO‘Ss |****soIIg poNUA yULg | T YoueTy 
| | “CeBIT 


TE Eth SOT CG ec8"S 











| 
| 








s 


1 


0] ong 
pouug yueg ay) 0) ong 


aS 


*syjvip 
‘yoois peudeg 


*syuug ‘avg 


*pasuryo 
*ysa1a}Ul 


‘puny JuasuTUOD 
pue ‘a5ueyoxa “junodsIq 


aig paiug 
Jainsval J, ay} Jo sysodeq 


0IS *yUeD aod XIg 











) 8 slopjorg Survg 
1 


q 


*spenprlarpur jo s}isodaq 
*yools "quad Jad uaAag 


*JsaIaU JUaDU} 
-u09 pue ssoy pue Wold 





*‘syurq o3t 
*saoqo pur sait 


0 


‘ssa0lyo orqnd jo sysoda(y 
*paulepoun spuaprlAl( 





-xo 














| nsvaay, susodep reroads 








| 
| 





PORULUO—pavorjuau Uratay sayop ayy yo psodogy puy junoosyy Jo safKy sp pun sayy papuQ ay) fo yung ay) fo quaumapnps pDsaUayH 




















‘ 


AFFAIRS 


OF 


BANK OF 


UNITED STATES. 


327 








RECAPITULATION. 





| | | 
Funded debt United States, (various)....'.... sete tere eeee! $18, 422, 027 38 | 


Bills discounted on personal security..... 
funded debt........../ 


bank stock ......ee8. 5,2 


57,319 68 


Domestic bills of exchange..... sje eeeeeeeeeees 


Foreign bills Of EXCHANGE ..000ccccscecces| 


Coen weeeeeeeenee 


Real estate....+e+- coce cece cccccccccece +. eoees eocccccecs 
Mortgages, &C sess ceceeeerereceeeeeeeees eaminrees Ktiemeene 


Due from Bank United States and offices. | 16, 133, 169 74 
Due from State banks ..... esse eeee cece 1,741,872 19 
Debt of S. Smith and B. G. Williams and 

J. W. McCulloch ........ 
Debt due by the United States........... Lees 


Deficiencies ..cccccccessevecs 


Banking-houses, bonus, premium, &c. 


eee eosoeres 


Expenses .. 
Cash.—Notes of Bank United States and 
GUICER Wuicarenienwens diswescesuss 


5,373,298 06 


State banks ..... esses 1,192,265 35 


Pere eceees 





Specie... 


| $23,056,944 98 
181,277 94 


28, 495, 542 60 
77 
96 
85 


47,955 
1,384, 802 
134,691 


17,875,041 93 
1,207,332 08 
5,267 32 
502,733 65 
1,880, 343 57 





6,565,563 41 
5, 782, 148 54 


85, 540,728 7 





3 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


3,173,274 79 


64,002 88 |} 


| Six per cent. exchanged.......... 


Special deposit of Treasury drafts....... 





| Seven per cent. stock ..... 


| Baring Brothers & Co ..........4. Sess 


Cr. 





Capital stock. .....eeceee- 


Due to State banks...........4 wcesinciee 1,233,579 45 


Deposits on account of Treasurer United 


PUEN s aencacsinccesinecicee aces 


seeeceee, 3,856,001 39 
124,497 58 


DEGUCE OVELGFARG 5 oik66 cscs ccccccssceus 





3,731,503 81 


Deposits of public officers...........005 1, 188, 767 51 
Deposits of individuals .........00eee085 7,610,650 84 


Seeee reese ereses 


| 





Bank OF THE UntTeD States, March 1, 1825, 





I (AUG MANUON ae ces vavasisiosseciwldseeicacel wecees oarere ian 
Dividends unclaimed.........seeeeeeeee « Sate sdecetel 
Discount, exchange, and interest.......+ sescesceceess | 
POMUNFENE NING ss cc sctcrees cececadcdees|ceaeeecs saeeese | 
Profit and loss and contingent interest... ......eeeeeeeeee! 
Due to Bank United States and offices... $15,818,762 17 





$34, 995,919 63 
13,011,207 46 
133,530 02 
285, 857 89 
3,750, 947 67 
684,330 70 


17, 052, 341 62 


516,025 71 
258,585 44 
2,046,060 43 


12,530,922 16 


275,000 00 


85,540, 728 73 





J. ANDREWS, Assistant Cashier. 





= no Aceh nace Stein ne seam sta decir eet settee 





[No. 743. 
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[No. 743. 





Dr. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Cr. 








Funded debt United States, (various)... -+-- jee keneasee 
Bills discounted on personal security....+ 23, 592,472 12 
funded debt.......+++ 267,108 96 
bank stock ..... 5,437,480 68 


evens 





Domestic bills of exchange ...ceeseseeeeeiterrrrrre® 
Foreign bills of exchange.....seseeeceeesiterresesseeseees 
Real estate .... 
Mortgages, &C...ceeeeeecceeeees soceene serree® 


Due from Bank United States and offices.) 16,510,067 41 
1,453,151 40 


sere eeeeereseoes 
eee eee eerere esses eserese 


Due from State WE ve rcescacesenesess! 
| 
Debt of S. Smith and Buchanan, G. Wil- | 
liams, and J. W. McCulloch. .........+/*** 
Debt due by the United States.......seeejeeeeeeeeees 
| 
Deficiencies 6... cecccscvccccccscccccscssiessereces seeeeee 


‘ | 
Banking-houses, bonus, premium on | 
| 
BROAN, KC 2.00 cccccccccccccsccccscccocs|scvcccccseccoons 
EEXPeNSS 2000 cecces | (asaeee 


Cash.—Notes of Bank United States and 


BRON s xxicaask snessasbsabeccal  Sybbasoa0 WO 
Notes of State banks........+..-| 1,198,323 09 


| 5,520,760 90 


Specie . ....00+ 


eee ewer esses eesese 





| $20, 872, 027 3 


@ 


| 29,297,061 76 
3,611,291 37 

| 40,922 43 
1,383,884 28 
257,224 34 


17,963,218 81 


1,207, 332 08 
54267 32 


502,233 65 


1,880,546 47 
90,986 27 


11,103,019 05 


88,215,015 21 








{ 


| Capital stock ........ 


Notes issued...... 


Dividends unclaimed, ......20sccccccccs|see 
Discount, exchange, and interest.... 


Contingent fund .. 


Profit and loss and contingent interest... 
Due to the Bank of the United States 

AU CANCERS sis e aces wen seseeeece 
Due to State banks .......... 


Seven per cent. StOCK ..sccccesccsscsees 


eeeelree 


feeeeeeene 





$18,020, 903 92 
970,577 38 


eee eee eer eee eee 


Six per cent. stock exchanged ..........|eeereeeereseeeee 


Treasury note St0CK....ccccccceccececes 
Baring Brothers & Co.......... 
Deposits of Treasurer United States .... 


Deposits of public officers ..........0005 


Deposits Of individuals ......e0eeseeeeee 


Special deposit of Treasury drafts 


Deduct overdrafts, &C...060 scvecscvvees 


4,099,920 42 

318, 896 71 
3,781,023 71 
2,185,930 11 
7,637,619 96 








se ee ee eeseraeses 








$34, 995,919 63 
13, 122,817 46 
103,766 37 
432,223 93 
3,750, 947 67 
628, 473 01 


18,991,481 30 
363,358 70 
164,292 g9 
661,360 99 

1,395,800 95 


13,604,573 78 


Core eres were anes 


—$_________, 


88,215,015 21 





BANK OF THE UNITED States, March 31, 1825, 


THOMAS WILSON, Cashier. 
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AFFAIRS OF BANK OF UNITED STATES. 


333 





Dr. 


RECAPITULATION, 


Cr. 








Funded debt of the United States,(various)}.... ...sseeeeee 
Bills discounted on personal security..... $24,642,180 78 

funded debt.......... 103,585 00 

bank stock....... eee! 5,631,222 04 
Domestic bills Of EXCHANGE. ..ceeceeceseceleceeceees eecccee 
Foreign bills of exchange..... Kvebose KOMRE SoU sence ee ane 
Real estate...... ecccce COveeccccccccoveceleccocece eocccces 
Mortgages, KC...se cece ecececcccvesccreucleceseecees eeeeee 
Due from Bank United States and offices.} 18,559,575 85 
Due from State banks....... ..... Sseems 1,615, 357 77 





Debt of S. Smith and B. G. Williams and 
Des DECC UCM eis aisicscdeescescsdscalaceeces 
Debt due by United States....... 


Deficiencies.......++- ‘ 
Banking-houses, bonus, and premium on 


Pere eceselese 


POC oe eererereesesseeeeees 


JOAN... cesses 


Coe ereeeereeelsoesees eee 


4,700,192 06 
1,288,685 89 
3,734,218 03 


EXP€NS€S.seeeeeeveeseveeees 
Cash.—Notes Bank U. States and offices.. 


Notes of State banks........se00. 


Specie...cccccceee 








$20, 858,600 00 


30, 376,987 82 | 


3,615,952 45 
137,496 52 


seveeees| $34,995,919 63 


CBDR MOGs cccccccnccoccccasecesne cocce 
NOME HMMM sean \sncleccuscecadessdecelecce Cocccccccece 13,505,542 46 
|| Dividends unclaimed.........ssceeeeeee veces eee 90,370 32 
Discount, exchange, and interest......../seesssseeeeeeees! 836,203 92 
COMMNGENG TAN t a. ccsiacecndecsacicacess|caceccioccssnss 3,750,947 67 
| Profit and loss and contingent interest...|......+++ asennad | 614,547 98 


1,415,747 35 | 
149,931 82 


20, 174,933 62 


1,207, 332 08 
5,267 32 
512,297 22 


1,881,917 46 
112,155 21 


9,723,095 98 





90,171,714 85 


Due to Bank United States and offices... $19,317,008 91 | 


Due to State banks..........6.. mae wee 953,656 61 | 
|\——__——} 20,270,665 52 
Baring Brothers & Co...... Kedabwecusddloosaes ReCere oo 1,172,990 71 
| Seven per cent. stocK.....cccccceccsccesiees ewan teens 296,593 13 
|| Six per cent. stock exchanged.......... [teee eee eeeeeeee! 92,084 84 
| EUGANUNY HOLG MOO Meccsccccvcccccecsaccclevecscccctcceosst 358,611 83 
| 








| Deposits of Treasurer United States..... 5, 100,250 00 
| Deduct overdrafts, &C......0.0000 Poses! 290,248 32 | 
od 

4,810,001 68 | 

Deposits of public officers........+++0664 1,487,934 22 | 
Deposits of individuals .........+.+602+|  75889,300 94 | 


| 
| 14, 187,296 84 





| 
| 
| 


90,171,714 85 





Bank OF THE UNITED States, May 2, 1825. 


THOMAS WILSON, Cashier. 
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FINANCE. 


[No. 743. 





Dr. 


RECAPITU 


LATION. 


Cr. 





Funded debt United States, (various) .... 
Bills discounted on personal security...+. 

funded debt........-. 

bank stocK......0+s 
Domestic bills of exchange .......- Seesee 
Foreign bills of exchange..+.s.eeseee oes 
Real estate 
Mortgages, &C...... eee eee cocccccccecs 
Due from Bank United States and offices.. 
Due from State banks ..........eeeeeeeee 


ee eeeceseeeeseseeeesesesesese 


Debt of Smith and B. G. Williams and 

J. W. McCulloch ..... cceccece sieeaeee 
Debt due by the United States........... 
Deficiencies ....cccceee covccccscccsvece 
Banking houses, bonus, and premium on 


]OANS 2.20 coccvevecees eoccees rere 
Expenses 22.000 ccccccccccecs paabeonsee 
Cash.—Notes Bank U. States and offices.. 

Notes State banks ........+... voce 
Gold and silver ......sse00. eocece 
Baring Brothers & Co., London. .....+.++. 


25,709,177 17 
108, 140 52 
3,214, 302 











19, 305, 332 
1,731,455 56 


eee weeeeseesesee 


eleeseeeseseeveees 


3,653,218 06 
1, 436,599 21 


weer eeeeresesece 


eee 


3, 790,448 36 





$20,858,600 00 | 


29,031,619 73 
3,698,214 36 

119,039 11 

1, 422, 594 25 

149,931 82 


21,036,788 52 
1,207, 332 08 


5,267 32 


512,297 22 








1,886,705 07 
133,608 96 


8, 880,265 63 
187,737 29 


89,071,001 36 





| 
| 





Capital stock 2... ccceccecveee 
Notes issued..... 
Dividends unclaimed....... oe 


Profit ind loss and contingent interest...].... 


Contingent fund .......++eee0 
Discount, exchange, and interest....... 
Due to Bank United States and offices .. 
Due to State banks. ....ecsscecccccccees 
Seven per Cent. Stock cececscceecccecece 
Six per cent. stock exchanged ...... Sse 
TTeASUTY NOTES 200. cccccccccccceecccesce 
Deposits on account of Treasurer United 
States ...... eoeee 
Deduct over drafts ........000 


Deposits of public Officers ........00000- 
individuals ....... secccccone 


eeeee 


Special deposit of Treasury drafts . 


sewer eerele 


eleeseeerece 


$20,262,311 56 
913,441 37 


6,105,561 04 
377,045 06 





5,728,515 98 
1,428,025 32 
6,276,405 50 








$34,995, 919 63 
13, 475, 147 46 
56,352 32 
479,377 83 
3,901,385 83 
986, 468 71 


21,175,752 93 
232, 372 36 
54,352 04 
240,925 45 


13, 432, 946 80 
40,000 00 





89,071,001 36 





BaNK OF THE UNITED States, June 1, 1825. 


THOMAS WILSON, Cashier. 
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Dr. 


RECAPITULATION. 





Funded debt of the United States, (various) 
Bills discounted on personal security..... 
funded debt.......... 
bank stock...... 


eeeee 


Domestic bills of exchange.........see00/** 


Foreign bills of exchange........s.eeeee. 
Real estaté..cseee cocccccessces 
Mortgages, &c.... 
Due from Bank United States and offices. 


Due from State banks.......cccccccecees 


eeccsccee 


Debt of S. Smith and B. G. Williams 

and J. W. McCulloch.......... 
Due by United States ......ccccecccecees 
WMC IOTCIOS os 5 a 406001000060 6k0 bw500eeeee 
Banking-houses, bonus, premium, &c.... 


EXPeMS€S..sesesccccccscccccssccescccecs 
Cash.—Notes of Bank United States and 
OMCES .cccccccccccccccccescess 

Notes of State banks ........+0.- 

Specie .cccccccececee 


oe eeeceeeees 


ee eeesesoees 


$26,666, 492 30 
148,413 10 
2,798,853 21 


eee cece ercees 


eeereeeerece 


17, 922,156 37 
1,602,934 44 


Peer cere recseees 





Seco cece vere eese 








Sees ereeeeeseece 
See cece eseseene 


3, 843, 053 06 
1,541,568 39 
4,048,178 67 





Baring Brothers & Co., London......+.++ 
Foreign exchange, &C..sccscceesesecess 


eee eeer esse eres 


ee eeeereeeesesee 








88, 643, 385 04 | 


Capital stocK.......seeceees 


$20, 738, 600 00 


29,613,758 61 


3, 917,934 38 |} Contingent fund........ ecccccccccccons 
37,978 00 |, Due to Bank United States and offices 
1,431,775 86 || Due to State banks..........eeeeees cece 

136, 349 99 





Treasury note stock.........00. 
Deposits on account of the Treasurer of 


19,525,090 81 





908, 413 33 the United States .........eeeeeeees ++| 6,780,518 68 
5,267 32 Deduct overdrafts........sese00e 320, 063 39 


512, 297 22 
1,831,464 83 
34,624 01 || Deposits of public officers ........ 


Deposits of individuals. ...... 





9,432,800 12 
494,365 87 
22,664 69 | 








Cr. 





INQUCBIBEUCH ccconcccsccscncede coaseces) eas 
Dividends unclaimed.........esseeseeee|s 
Discount, exchange, and interest........ 
Profit and loss and contingent interest...|. 


..| 18, 462,684 77 


1,360,951 45 











Seven per cent. stOck ....cccccccccccccclece 
Six per cent. exchanged.........eeeeees 


. 





see eee cesceees 


6, 460, 455 29 
1,532,258 74 
5,966,444 36 











$34,995,919 63 


13,757,945 46 
983,888 85 
94,948 74 
683,525 85 
3,907, 959 07 


19, 823,636 22 
175,465 06 
45,422 93 
216,014 81 


13, 959, 158 39 





88,643,385 04 








BANK OF THE UNITED STATES, July, 1825. 


THOMAS WILSON, Cashier. 








[No. 748. 
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FINANCE. 


[No. 748. 





Dr. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Cr. 





7 a 





Funded debt United States, (various)....|....++ 

Bills discounted on personal security..... $26, 557, 384 54 | 
funded debt.........+ 173, 869 23 
bank stocK......e++++| 2,757,920 57 

Domestic bills of exchange.......++- seeeeleeeeeee seeeeees 

Foreign bills of exchange......++++ soins isa e000 seccce 


Real estate .......- 
Due from Bank United States and offices. 
Due from State banks....... 


Deficiencies 2... eseecececceecccevcsccess 
Debt of S. Smith and B. G. Williams and, 


J. W. McCulloch ....secccccvececovcvcleccscecscves cove 
Debt due by United States. ....ccceccsecsleccesccccccacecs 
Baring Brothers & Co., LOndON.....s.eeeleeceeeeeseeeceee 
Foreign exchange account. ....ceescccccc|sceecsceceeress 
Banking-houses, bonus, and premium on 

IOAN . occ cccscccccccccercccccssvcsscccslsves coccccceces 
Mortgages, KC... .cecevcesccccccccvecccelscsccceces sewew 


Cash.—Notes of Bank United States and 
Offices.... 

State banks... 

Gold and Silver....cccccccccecces 


Soeeeseesececereeess 


ee eeeree sere eesees 


Ceeee were seseceesie 


18, 122,548 17 
1,820, 168 84 





4,159,508 06 
1,294,243 39 
4,124,367 85 














pinmsarowried | $20,621,981 93 


29,489,174 34 
3,622, 882 69 
66,050 19 
1,436,992 80 


19, 942, 717 01 
512,297 22 


908,413 33 

5,267 32 
583,030 10 
22,497 55 


1,832,217 36 
136,271 99 
50,979 03 


9,578,119 30 


88, 808, 892 16 








| 
| Deposits of public offi- 


Capital stock ..cccccccccccccccccccccces 
Notes issN0d. .cccsececseces suvbesesaees 


Discount, exchange, and interest........ 
Dividends unclaimed. ......ssecececeees 
Profit and 1088. ...000 sccccccccccccecces 
Contingent interest. ...ceccccceceseseees 
Contingent fund........ coccee 
Due to Bank United States and offices.. 


Due to State banks. ....cccccccccccccces 


Seven per cent. stOCK.....ecssccecesece 
Six per cent. stock exchanged......++++ 
Treasury note StOCK....ccseccessecccees 
Deposits of Treasurer United States..... 
Deduct overdrafts, &C......cceseeveeees 


cers... seceee $1,264,578 96 
Deduct overdrafts at of- 
fice, Norfolk......... 


eeteccces 


36,452 68 


Individual depOsitOrs.....eseevesecceess 





sere eeeeccceses 
seeereeereeseses 
eeereeeeseoeccees 
ee eee eesecerees 
eeeee 


ew eeeeeceseesess 


$18, 520, 312 65 
1,403,693 33 


eeeeer cree eeseres 


7,539, 183 82 
278,176 86 


7,261,006 96 


1,228, 126 28 
5,927,637 99 





$39,995,919 63 
14,098,657 46 
208, 307 29 
929, 413 19 
553,003 31 
131,940 75 
3,907,959 07 


19, 924,005 98 
165,617 56 
37, 152 69 
147,144 07 


14, 416,771 23 


88, 808, 892 16 





Bank OF THE UNITED States, August 1, 1825. 


THOMAS WILSON, Cashier, 
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AFFAIRS OF BANK OF UNITED STATES. 


1826.] 


















































ore Spe 
€I 193 ‘00¢ ‘F | OT 110°cer*t | 90 scz‘eco‘s | o¢ et@t9 | GO GG0‘EEL | e OFB*Ses‘T | 1% Lew‘sIS | 28 998%266°T | 29 ceOSate‘AI | FI Seg‘zce | LL T99‘CER‘T | 28 ec1‘69 | @9 ST6‘9er‘e | 1% Sio‘Tos‘s | c LL8‘%Lb | Ge LEP e6E ‘9G 
08 260‘'6I 00 000‘6L 00 069°S 18 £29 SG eeeeeseeeeee el LEFT eee eee e sees esse eeseseeeee 61 Lge‘es 9¢ 19S‘OT 00 cece ‘GL ee eee essere Le cgg ‘79 seme eee ereseesleeseeereseees 0@ Tee ‘OIL sere eFingsnid Ld ‘ony 
46 BSL °ZLS 00 0c6 ‘0S 00 oco‘F9t =| oS Bas*T =" ******| 00 00N'SF 9% FeT‘et | 00 620596 | 99 GE9‘FL6 LL VOVSGET, ||S228** oseceeselveresesecoerli an Gee teTg 60.008 seeeooesees! Oe CloSece’G = | “SULATIO MON i 
See cece cecccelececccccccscesleccscvcovecose! CQ THTOGT [ereeccceesseleccccccovccces! a1 omy by £0 cegtes €6 %r‘9T seeeeee **! pp SISSRIOST jooet tt ttt | eg Hee ‘EFT 00 00¢ tteeeeeeoess! pa Brot tebe *fAouady ‘oq ee Arne 
Le POF STILT 00 Car eI 00 CIGSLE 66 &b9‘T POPC Se HEHEHE Peer ew eseeeHEe SHEESH EEE SeeEEeEEEe SEES 1e 1¢3 ‘61 Pere eeeeeeesl seer sees Sees iseeesesesese L9 128 ‘el See e wees sees eee S8eeeeee Le 180 ‘6h **** eUUTOUIO QI 
9@ cee ‘eL 00 T19°2% 00 age 9ST LL O&F POPPERS Eee eee EEHEEHH EEE HEEE HEHE Here eee eHeEES 9S FeLSeL 00 61ST 9 £6¢°9 eeeeeseeeees v0 096 ‘0T eee eeeeeeeessiseseseeeeene €¢ PEO “Chr ***auOoTTIYD 0G 
& £e9 ‘COT Gr 101 eI 00 ¢20 ‘E91 #¢ SOF eeecceccccce 98 FIC‘IT teeesecseces! og ab9°9 99 g6e ‘es teeeveseceeel Te cL te TOrererere ry 06 0¢9 ‘FIT soeseecccccccclccccccceceee| ox £9T ‘E90 °T s¢° otftasmory 9L 
10 682 ‘6P 00 LLG‘ LE 00 O9T Sez eid g9r*c 00 0002 eee cere. cesses eeee sess eeee 00 000‘e Le FSI ‘RC eeeeeeeseeee gs CET “Sg seer esses £0 829 ‘6S eee meee eeeeesiaceeseeeesee 9g £26 ‘E66 ***UO]SUIXA'T GI 
t8 Z98 ‘89a 00 9e1 ‘Le 00 00$ ‘OF 09 cerh tees! 6S LEL Se Lg 998 ‘6 #6 16 $6 9FS ‘ELS eerseeeeess* TE N0GR CL eeeesesecee lim ea de 00 S¢co°18 siscisiei¢:es® 2921 Pp Tea Sar “es YouUBARg 91 
09 S6r ‘GOS 00 SI8‘zI1 | 00 ogoSzce =| os eI8'S ftttttt ttt} gn Leese 00 606‘9 | 80 6IS‘ET 06 Go ‘E6S seeeeeceseceleccecccovcccoriovsccecessor! cr goc‘seh | 96 c6e‘ore =| LT gce‘or | ce sez‘one’T =| ** * UOIsapEND 91 
FE 890 ‘Es 00 968 ‘8% 00 S6s‘szb 6} eT cosST ftttt ttt "| Gb Sch ee Co 280°1%@ | 69 919°%6ST | OL E0E‘t OOsO0R se o[S°882e esto ceicessiete <098ie) IS eeaG ep. 00 008 ‘og seeeeesssoes! OM 206 ‘GIF * * attaonadvy & 
00 169°69 ted 8136'S 00 081°99 1 BIS*S eee eeeseees GG G69 6G eeeeeeseeeee 99 £98 ZT cg SPT ‘96F SOC SHHERHHHE EEHHESHEEHESEHEEH EHEHEHR SHEE H EEE EEE EE EEEE 00 006'89 00 009 6F cae ‘9z9 eee ** MIOJION 0G 
L9 seb‘sg PI Le ‘IP 00 0ce‘esI | FO LERL |seees*teeee*! ge coc’ce 6G 0S9'F6 | ce EL¢%E9 99 SL0‘F63 BI OUOOULRI ANE tc Ath (4 Ss Seeseceelt ee GOs Ve bE F1E ‘0S sreseesooers! oc TL0QRe°T «= |**** PUOUMYOIY £G 
GL GIOSES GL 22861 00 cTe‘26 w sisse jeettts se! 00 OOF SS L¢ €90OL | ST 9¢ee‘Tr 9¢ LEL ‘OL 10 I2e‘e0es| 16 082 SZ Resa 90,010898 Oe Bre OL @ sosteor = j7ttt tee") 8 PERTLGTSE = [°° UoWSuTYSeE AA Li 
00 000‘T&% 91 LE1‘e9 00 0S6‘LbE Oreos se [°° ssse*2s! Fe ea OTT OF FOS ‘COE | 0G FLL SL bE OLT‘S6 soocccooocoe! ar gaOcsaE [°°eseees°ee"! es Oss bes «=| ES OIF SIFT |°°°"°°°°**°*| GO BOS*Te9"S = |°° °° IOWA 6G 
99 #80‘T99 00 000‘sze— | 00 ¢90‘x es oz9‘e = tsteess*****! 08 bab ‘O8 19 266°6 =| er ece*o0m =| 26 BST GRG'S |tttte otto etitc eee eeesereeiesceescceees! co pry Sccs =| 00 000‘29 cL 1c9%zor | 96 eel‘cee’h [tt MIO MAN Te 
98 006 ‘FF 00 066 ‘L 00 cer ‘cor PANU ORC8694) 55/90/0908 5010/0] 5566606 6:9:9.9'99:01 ne aco ‘ees 62 esL‘IT ce 6cb SS Sse cocecces|eceseesocecscsisosecccoccce! Be 896 ‘OFT 00 oo¢‘e seeececccees! og I9P ‘OLS joree* ployqwepy 62 
96 LLL‘8P 98 ecr ‘OT 00 OIL ‘Ets CL StL coeseececcccleccccecccececeloocsccescoes! px Ory lee £9 990'6¢ tereceecceceleccccesecccecslsccccecceoes! TO QT SOT 00 0082 seecceccceee! ap G70 %EGe ** gouaprlaoig CZ 
CT 1F9‘FLT 00 CIt ‘er 00 068°LTS teseeceeeeesleceecceeceee! ET QORtEOT seeeeeeseees! Of grptac 6% ¢10°z90°% ste eceeececeleceececceerecelsesecccesees! QF Fay SOOT 00 082 ‘90I 00 g280°¢9 | ce ge9‘oze'T tteeee* UOIsOg CG 
@ c08 ee Sb con zT 00 CEL ‘OFT stseeeeceeeslecccccreccecleccecccncsees leeesessesseslecessssesseses! IQ HES tteeeeeeeees! oT ang tteeeeeeeees! 12 reds 00 00%°¢ 00 00F OF 0c¢‘9F ***tynoursyog ‘ao | ez 
OF 8F8‘L0b ‘IS | OS ¢86‘oFES | 90 e9s‘IFes | GT 91698 | 60 B60‘9CTS] GI T96‘EEs‘TS\"***********| go GcteeL | 99 seg‘gce‘ES |-**s***+*+**| 96 GIBB | 18 cer ‘69S| 00 198‘60c$ | 96 9TO‘GISS | 00 OTs‘Z61%| Se Ege ‘Tz6‘eH |**seIIg pom YUL jog “Fny 
“C@RT 
2 | # Z & = = 5 = 2 -) = 2 g = = = 
8. | = ms fe a = = © m © s = 3 S an a a 
& | 2 5° = 3 3 & a > Som 2 > oe e = = 2 a 
| & s % g & a 5 g a 3 5 ; 3 z z 2% 
| 2 an 4 2 Bf = 4 :* 5 S E = 2 8 28 £3 





























*“pauoyua Ulalay sayop ay) yo psodag pup qunoossig fo sa01JOE sj pun saynyg panug 





ay) fo yung ay) fo Juaulapoys LaUayH 





“aq 








[No. 748, 


€& €1b ‘806 





£0 Le9 ‘6g RV HNOMAAES SSSA G Sia eieigise ye sas99 ghee Seo MONA TG sqitq udI010,] 


68 coe ‘seL i a ea ‘uopuo’T “oO 8 sIBIOIg Suuvg 
Ze L9G seeenee 


G THOS OS ETERS eecereoseceres es eeggIMeE NaI OI} Aq onp 1qaq 
1 6 Tego “996 ‘oad eeereee Rit 0D: G10 €4:6:0)818'5) 018: 810: 4:910'9)9)9'6 (Gam) ‘soinig pouug iqop pepungy 








sere rereereeees 








00 000008 ’ **YOOIMOOW “AA ‘f JO 1G9C 
68 $18 °G9S Stee eeee sees cece neeeeeeeesseeceeaseecceereseee sees eSUIDITITAA “) JO IAL 
Bb sec‘gecS TTT HOOTINQOTT “M4 SoueL pur sUIETTTTAA “D "A PUL INU *g Jo Iqoq : sIOUINING ‘aDIO IV 





eeeee 








eeeee 





*SaqVig powuyQ yurg 1y 






























STP ‘00T Lg gst‘ €0 196523 
£99 °F 88 Ice‘ LS gie‘6L 
G6e ‘OST @ gic‘s CS BI9°SST | sevens 
L6 910 ‘SGT 81 ore ‘6I 80 696° 

66 8te ‘cE 96 66F°LE 8S LOL LS 
£08 ‘829 be 6S6‘TE C¢ SOGSTIS 
9% 8865LG 6L OFS 8g os ‘Fe 





| sJeseeseeeeeeseel Gy oe SeoT 
ssenseaeessacalessereseereeralees sesseeeseel 19 gbg 60 £29°62F 
seeeleceecceeseeeesleseeeseeseesee! 2 sap sory oy 
GO OFLSCOLST 
were eeeeeesese L6 CLG ce ele‘ze 
LE 968 [PRAGA a Reith ONL ONE 18 L@b SOT 6I ecg SLT eres 


wo accecceecccelscccccccccccce £6 616508 Jocesccccvece 


| : | | ee , ; ~ = el 
£s 9c61¢6's | oF cop‘ezc‘T | 9¢ Ibs ‘chI‘s 8s SI LIP ‘LL 91 cor ‘te FG LEL‘GIT | GT ees‘9Lt'T | ab szo‘zer‘6r | 40 6c6‘L06‘e | 9¢ bRG‘eEl | Te c00%ecs | OT LST Seer | bi rer‘ere | ob eco%can ‘tt | €9 6r6‘coete | 
— _— a — | | | 
Rael ‘ oes | ° . ccloccccece colecccce ccccccce inn ah nae |e ejeccccee cater ne i | ¢ sisin; aihcenceas a 
0S 996 ‘Es L9 P66‘L 9¢ FES 90 918 %Es 9 696°T | | Ie cto‘s =| ag z9T‘ost ~—| 00 00002 Sunqswid bE “SNY 
I Lee COL 0g Lge S991 SNe Vaeie 99:8 60-010 801s a0 a sien g.e's's Ce cccecveccsloccoccosccsese! OR GI ‘FEE 16 OFO ‘ERT SRORAEA ERNEST AE REE TREE LENE REARS Ol Le | ge egc ‘og | 00 0R¢ ‘RPT 00 000‘000‘T /"** SUBITO MON ford 
co C&L “IP soe neeesesereleseeterecceres|seses OE GO Go GOOG 6hG “eee S [oreeccsscecees| 7) Ler ‘101 [oeeersoecceeeeleccscccccccces| LI 1eL | 00 o19‘e Iie seeeceescooreel* Kouasy** 0g 
ze eo oe 


ce Aine 
gl 
0 
91 
rt 
91 
**UOJsopPVYD 9I 


Be eee reece rleseeeeseseeere 








b 





= 





98 SLIT no? **eUUOUIg 
scape aired vec acaba | ¢9 £66°e 00 coe ‘OBI Pete seen eeee sees sees em anQoTTD 
IQOFCOT [AASAse Stee cess! enon | gg cee ’g 00 0ce ‘EET [oeeaaaceD sicsisie se tinaeeoirAsOn 
0S 1eT R88 OFL‘6 00 SOF SOeT 
0¢ 629'F ze 0z9'e | 00 £98 ‘9F0‘T 
8 O61 SLE 00 cat ‘00g ST 
96 SII"9 00 CeL‘ee9 





id 
Qn 





| 
| 





POOH POH Hwee e SHER E RHEE HEE SO eee HEEe HEE EEE EH HEHE SEED ee ee tere eeeeee 





Seem ee ween eeeeee tees 
Peewee eee e reese cere tees eeeeee 


"UO SUIXY'T 





sere eee eeee ee ee eee eees 





***youUBARg 






| 
00 000%000'T | 
| OS L61‘S9T 


00 000‘00¢‘T 
00 000‘00¢ 


|eeee 
Peer e erro sees sees eeeseseees Be ee eeee sere et eser eres 


| SL 118 





ee 













FINANCE. 












| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 

Il $60‘b | 00 Ste ‘Gib | 00 000‘00¢ jets t** HIOJIONT 

| 
| 







| se OTTTAaWoAR | €@ 
G 918°L8% Lb GOL ‘ee &L O8b 66 S25 | pene hae hss eT rps Oe CO 6e8 ‘ce AeAReA RE HF meses seereerel OS He's | 06 
98 SIP‘STT 86 LES‘ TE ts RN ilalelatainia dada) bani aaa abitmeiien TE 89 190‘6S ‘eapeaaes ddchinee: ities 68 8co°LT =| :00 OLE ‘eRe 00 000%000ST = |****** PuouarY | &% 
69 89b ‘t0G 81 E1e'S6s | G g9e‘es 6 bIE‘6I =| FO OLFSL 9 OIL 98 FFO'EE 8& G26 ‘0S ‘Sab Such leihiaule aah candids BRING. 00 000 ‘00S ** UOIsUIYSe AA | 26 
Le POT ‘ecg cg QPL Ig cg LO SLOT sees oe Les seeee eceeel an LOG “CRT £6 £6129 “b |eneeecceccees see eeeeeee ee eee eeee | 











179° 19 9b ‘ee 0 
00 O16 ‘EL 96 69¢‘T8 








) 020 ‘8t6 EF eeeee seeeleooe essa OUUd | 6% 
o¢ Loe Sezo'T 09 000%00¢°@ |" MOR AVaN 1g 


68 6S Sez ¢ I R Re ‘oer QP 809 ‘FI16‘E WAS ERRPASEESAL STAD RERER OSSD seeeeeeeeeeere 
€8 682 °CT PI 901°SS 6h 986'¢e8 


60 SLL ‘ORI GL OLL TENT eee eeeeeeerenlsceeeeeesees lence ceeeeeees 













veeee! LO €€8 VS LES ‘PST pep iriela ete oa ta “°°! 6L bOSST 












| SL Lob ‘6 0S BCG"OPE 00 000 *008 [ore ees" plojweH | 66 
tS PEER £0 926 RT 00 ¢20 ‘Qc ‘asada ceahiae ian gethaa ts a nahin seesesccceocoe! a, gee ‘eT cL 168 ‘IPF [SAS SHER ASR EASE REDE ES seer rere eeseees CL LOL O L16°L 00 068 ‘008 00 000‘00F 1°°°** gqu0plAoid | GS 
bS SOL ‘SII cs Ise‘ezt | ge ose ‘eco's | eb 6FI‘6T =|: 90 Fee ‘eI $8 886 'R% eb cor ‘eg PI 08S ‘66e J ANAAARRAPORAS HRS SSAC ERSTE TEAMS OO OOrD Le Pee‘CS’ | «00 OSG SZRL 00 000*00S°T = |******** “UOIsOg | G& 
bL 600°L GS BL9SL TS 106‘T SI 9c0'L PR SAASO28:00'091 NASTO ONT 6L 8b Rei ‘es fesse masees AS ROR ASES ORs 






t » | | re 
CG P92 ‘00b IS | ch 16L‘e6I8 | co esc‘pa0'Is}| 9¢ ocotTes | 99 oes*cI$ | eg cgc‘ge | ze gze‘coe | zp 110‘oPL‘9S | Lo 6¢ 620688) 96 ees ‘Rat 





| CG 906 


ce g0L‘o93 


ws 


be 1¢8'¢ | 00 cer‘*eLe 00 000008 ott nowsyod “WO | % 


Te 200eesd eb eh6‘6e8 =| 96 G06‘80e SS | £9 GIG‘CEGSes$ |" *soVIg partugQ YUL | Og “Sny 


| | *Ceel 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
cL 698%e | 16 GL6°IT | 00 oFe*6¢8 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
= 





| 
| 











pau 


| JoMsvalp, ay Jo susodaq 


*sajou Ainsvai,L 
*sso[ pue 1y01d 
*pansst SoION 


*yoois yendg 


*pasueyo 


-xa yoois ‘quad Jad xIg 


*syurg ‘aved 


*JsoraqUl 


‘sainig 


*Jsa19JUL JWASUTIUO|D 


*s[enprAtpul Jo sysodaq 
pure ‘asunyoxea ‘junodsid, 


*yoo}s *Ju90 Jad UdAIg 
*saoyjo put saqrig 


paug yueg eq) 0} ang 
*‘paultejoun spuaplAig 




















S19 0qJO ayqnd jo sysodaq 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 

















| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





—ee-——_—_—_—_—— 





” ? : siete eee 
> “ponurzyuogQ—pauoyuawm Walay sayop ay) yo psodaq pun qunoossigT Jo sauJQ sp pun sawjy papuyQ ay) Jo yung ay) so quawapnys poouasy 








1826.] AFFAIRS OF BANK OF UNITED STATES. 345 








Dr. RECAPITULATION. Cr. 
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Funded debt of the United States,(various)|. wwe eeeseeees| $20, 566,031 93 i Capital stocK..... ce. cccccccccccsccccccieccceccceccccces| $34,995,919 63 
Bills discounted on personal security...../ $26,393,427 33 || Notes i cicadcnranieininicincnsienboiesiunianaité’ 14,795, 652 46 
funded debt.......... 472,877 92 | Discount, exchange, and interest........|ssseeeseeeseees 348,494 14 
bank stocK...........| 2,801,575 21 Dividends unclaimed...........+ acid cccces ececcccces 138,157 16 
—————} 20,667,880 46 |) Profit and loss.........++.. iigiethr ated eee 553,003 31 
Domestic bills of exchange.......sccceces|seeecececcecencs 3, 426,915 62 | Contingent interest... sseeeseeeseeees eeseeeceerensees 133,284 56 
Foreign bills of exchange.........sceeceelsessecceeseceoes 69, 152 87 | Contingent fUNd........cceeceeeccsecees Pee rercee cre. 3, 907,959 07 
Real estate....scccccccccccccccccccccccceisccscccccccccces! 1,435,661 77 | Due to the Bank of the United States 
Due from Bank United States and offices.| 18,848,032 67 [| ANA OMICER.. . 6.060 sccccccccees seeeeeee| O19, 157,078 48 
Due from State banks.....s.sseceeeeesees| 15997866 82 || Due to State bankS......sssseeseeseesee| 1,176,833 19 
20, 845, 899 49 | 20, 333,911 67 
Debt of S. Smith and Buchanan, G. Wil- || Seven per cent StOCK ....esseeseeeeeees est epasaaasess < 119, 147 24 
liams, and J. W. McCulloch........cece|seeesececeeesees 908, 413 33 i Six per cent. stock exchanged .......... eeccccccccccecce 34, 162 16 
Debt due by the United States .......ccec|eeeeeseeeececees 5,267 32 || Treasury note st0ck....0sccccescsessvselocescccsescccess 77,417 18 
‘Debt due by Baring Brothers & Co., London |- eeoee oeecccceee 758, 302 89 Deposits of Treasurer United States....) 8,145, 841 56 
PCACIONCION ess esiecclouccieie vere sce pceeiesns |sssiselsascisiesioeies 512,297 21 || Deduct overdrafts and special deposits. .. 357, 636 14 
Banking-houses, bonus, and premium on | 
WED ccnvsonesssviscscssosccccncsesss[ecsveocceseccess| 1,695j800 92] 7,788,205 42 
Mortgages, &C..scesecccereccceccccccsen eeeeeeeeeseesens 133,099 09 || Deposits of public officers.........0+ee0. 1,575, 492 46 


EXPeMSeS ceeeecccscccecccecceccccccccece(seereesseseceeee 
Cash.—Notes Bank U. States and offices..| 5,058,258 06 
Notes of State banks......+eee0..) 1,125,011 10 
Discs sctesscrccennnssccss| SORE | 


10, 484, 120 29 | 
Foreign exchange ACCOUNL. ..+eececceccecisceccecccececees 39,637 04 | 


| ae 


64,243 50 || Deposits of individuals ...........e0608| 5,951,956 57 
| 
i ———| 15,315,654 45 





! 
| 





90, 752, 763 03 | 90, 752, 763 03 


| 
i 




















THOMAS WILSON, Cashier. 
Bank OF THE UNITED States, September 1, 1825. 
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348 FINANCE. [No. 748, 





Dr. RECAPITULATION. Cr. 





























Funded debt of the United States,(various)]......++0+esee0+ | $20, 552, 767 35 || Capital stock. ......cceceeeceeeee Ronones leans seeeeeeeeees| $34,995,919 63 
Bills discounted on personal security.....] $26,443,327 12 Notes issued....... SER aRb Wess woeneswbiaiel ees pean aaeerness 15, 193,722 46 
funded debt.......++ 675,861 55 Discount, exchange, and interest ......+|.eeeeeee cece cees 729, 765 23 
bank stocK....+eees- 2,915,581 65 SPAVAMUNGS TUNCINTINON 6 6 6ss.s.05s'e 000100 doe ]oses ecesessiecesie 115,294 19 
— Profit and loss .......+. ere rere Cee ere 552, 992 81 
30,034,770 32 Contingent interest....... occ cccccccccelecce seer cccececs 189, 502 32 
Domestic bills of exchange....+++- seeeee 3,365,484 92 Contingent fUNd .....cseseeeeeeeececseleececeeeeseseees| 3,907,959 07 
33, 400,255 24 || Contingent exchange .... ...... erry Ore rs 19, 154 74 
Real estate .....2+eeees sccceees Sabeeoese] shes aehsweiee +++! 1,442,178 61 || Due to Bank United States and offices. .| $16,407,281 55 
Foreign bills of exchange... sesseeessees|eceeceecceeeeees 46, 900 22 || Due to State banks..... Scbsedeccawecene] gltuyeon AL 
Due from Bank United States and offices.| 16,606,760 81 —————| 17,590,544 66 
Due from State banks. .....+eecsescecess 1,551,969 76 Seven per Cent. StOCK ...ecccecccccccccs[sereeeseceee sone 81,448 24 
———| 18,158,730 57 || Six per cent. stock.......... errr Cee eee 2, 768, 765 85 
Debt of S. Smith and B. G. Williams Treasury notes, .... esses covcee PVT re 64,017 44 
and J. W. McCulloch .....c.ccvscccsccesteccccsccccce secs 908,413 33 || Deposits Treasurer United States.......| 5,721,120 56 
Due by the United States. ....0cc00ccccselcccceccceces seas 5,267 32 Deduct overdrafts and special deposits .. 274,425 64 
Baring Brothers & Co., LOndon.....scsesleccececcceoes eee 705,925 87 See eae) 
Foreign Exchange ACCOUNs ....ccccccceseleccccccccccccess 34,776 67 5, 446,694 92 
SSE IOE ccs b ap bannsebos bases peedeplnadeaccavsssece 512,297 21 || Deposits of public officers .........0002| 2,042,345 17 
Banking-houses, bonus, premium, &C....|.seeseeeees eeee| 1,844,799 14 || Deposits of individuals.......ss.see006) 5,475,713 23 
ERROR si cnxcbavcasdnnseessheseseloocsnss ccbusane 133,099 09 12, 964, 753 32 
EXPeNse€S 2.0004 coccseccccccvcsccsecvecs tececccesers sees 92,740 21 
Cash.—Notes of Bank United States and 
DFANCHES . o..06:0000000008606060 5,577,110 67 
Notes of State banks.......++0+. 1,204,347 65 


SPCCI€ . cresceccccevccecvoesesees| 4,544,230 74 








11, 325,689 06 


— ee 


89, 173,839 89 89, 173, 839 89 


























THOS. WILSON, Cashier. 
BANK OF THE UNITED States, October 1, 1825. 
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AFFAIRS OF BANK OF UNITED STATES. 





Dr. 


RECAPITULATION. 





Cr. 





Funded debt of the United States.. 
Bills discounted on personal security..... 
funded debt.......... 
bank stock..... ecccee 


Domestic bills of exchange ......+..+00e. 
Foreign bills of Exchange....eseeeeseeees 
Real estate... ccccesecsecceecseees 
Due from Bank United States and offices. 
Due from State banks .......secceececees 


Debt of Smith and B. G. Williams and 

J. W. McCulloch... cccccccscccccccces 
Debt due by the United States.........6. 
Baring Brothers & Co., London.......+... 
DeficiencieS...ecccscvcece sessvcceccs 
Banking-houses, bonus, and premium on 


TOONS ccccccccce cocccccccccsccccscccces 


Mortgages, &Co.cccccocecccccsccccccceces 


EXPeMses cececcccecccce cvccccsccscceseele 


Cash.—Notes of Bank United States and 
CHIVES esctsseee cosescceceudes 

Notes of State banks. ......ceeees 
SPeCi€ .ccccccccceccccccccccccces 


Agent for Pension Fund, at office, Ports- 
mouth 


$25, 805,579 17 
34,622 17 
2,932, 581 69 





28,772,783 03 
2, 876,125 23 
15,058,557 36 
1,817,814 08 


.| $18,714,684 12 | 


31,648,908 26 
‘ 300,639 48 
1, 456, 827 50 





eeeereeesecsee 


eeeeee sees eseses 


eee eeeeeeeseeres 


5,844,485 56 
1,186,652 29 
3,458,207 15 


i 908,413 33 


16,876,371 44 





5,267 32 | 


512,297 21 


1,846,214 14 
133,099 09 
‘ 111,829 56 








10, 489, 345 00 


9,402 26 


83,013,298 71 











Capital stock ........ 


Notes ig en RE ead erecceee 
Discount, exchange, and MME canvrcesforssesenssaesons 
Dividends unclaimed. .......cseeeeessec|teeseeeesecees 


Profit and loss ..... 
Contingent interest, foreign exchange, 

RO wecceverces 
Contingent fund....... 
Due to Bank United States and offices.. 
Due to State banks......cssceccssceeecs 


Seven per cent. stock.... 
SIX PEF CENE. STOCK. oc cccccerscccecccccs 
Treasury note stock...... eocesccecccces 
Deposits of Treasurer United States.... 
Deduct overdrafts and special deposit... 


Deposits of sundry public officers....... 
Deposits of individuals........... coves 


Baring Brothers & Co., London 


Cee eer eeee sere eesees eeee 


Sere eres eeeees sense 


ee eeseeseees 


$14, 812,523 45 


tl eeeececereeseses 


eeeeeeseeseseses 


2, 383,781 30 


414,999 89 


1,370,526 32 





1,968,781 41 


1,585,401 70 
6,164,309 22 








ee eres ecrere 





$34,995,919 63 


15, 322,572 46 
866,315 77 
107,204 12 
551,176 22 


247,516 62 
3,898, 559 07 


16, 183,049 77 


37,479 72 
771,616 89 
42, 386 95 


9,718,492 33 


271,009 16 


83,013,298 71 





Bank OF THE UNITED States, November 1, 1825. 





THOMAS WILSON, Cashier. 
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FINANCE. 








Dr. 
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Funded debt of the United States,(various) 
Bills discounted on personal security....- 
funded debt......++++ 
bank stock. .....+++++ 


Domestic bills of exchange........++ cose 
Foreign bills of exchange.....-+++++ 


Real estate ..... cece cceeeececes 
Due from Bank United States and offices 


Due from State banks........ 


arenes tae 


Debt of Smith and B., G. Wiiliams, and 


J. W. McCulloch....... poenketboeesene ae ee es 


Debt due by United States...........e00- 
Deficiencies ... 
Banking-houses, bonus, and premium on 


POPP eee were e reser sess eessiases esses sess 





loan.... 


$26, 389, 881 73 
35,428 17 
3,159,135 51 


eee 
eee 


15, 122, 368 04 
734,319 27 








$18,642,614 20 


29,584,445 41 
2,745,135 58 
373,233 76 
1,490,985 24 


16, 856,687 31 


908, 413 33 
5,267 32 


_ 512,307 21 





DEortgages, 6C......ccccccccscecccccceceslececes ecccce 133,099 09 
se i ons , 138,004 26 
Cash.—Notes of Bank United States and 
PRREOR 5. mucataensoeasescens] ONO0T, 970 74 
State banks.......... ssesedeseses] 2,000;000 98 
NE cickinisincdiecieneeesinnee | 3,672,281 59 
|——_—— 11, 183,992 31 
Public offices at Portsmouth .........00ee\eeeees ence 11,291 40 


| 
ae 
| 

| 84,435,014 47 





| Six per cent. stock, exchanged ..... 


Capital stock ........... ° 
Notes issued. .....eeeeeeee 


Discount, exchange, and interest........ 


Dividends unclaimed. .......se.eeeeeeee 
Profit and J0a8 ..000scccescoecece 


Contingent interest and foreign exchange®)......+.++ese0. 


Contingent fund.... 


| Due to Bank United States and offices.. 
| Due to State banks..... 


Baring Brothers & Co., London ....... 
Seven per cent. StOCK ......ccecececeees 


Treasury notes....... 


Seer eeeerseesesere 


| Deposits of Treasurer of United States.. 
| Deduct overdrafts and special deposits... 


1,849, 538 05 | 


| Deposits of individuals......... 


Deposits of public Officers........eseeee 


————_. 
. eee $34, 995,919 63 
occecccv cece eeee) 15,850,537 46 
cccccecccc cece 1,020,991 g9 
ccecec ccs voces 70,468 87 
woes covcces 551,187 04 

coe . 253,515 93 
POI 3, 898, 559 07 


$15,112, 105 43 
1,040,276 29 
—_—-———| 16,152,381 72 
382, 579 51 


Peeeee rere cesees 


leduppaeea ame 22, 456 72 

paekiiievie 422,732 55 

saicbnte spuuieen 33,830 32 
3,381,578 00 


305, 806 10 





3,075,771 90 
1,558,878 41 
6,145,203 46 





10, 779,853 77 


es 


84,435,014 47 











* Contingent interest. ......s0000e08 SS ebw ees Ueeaweb ses cece coccce ccs esecees oabesen 
Contingent exchange On foreign DillS......ccceceeececeeeees eee cccccccccccces covcce cece 
Foreign exchange...... occcvcccce peeuheeeenne® Nas eens $006050660 080" o00cceeccccccees 


Bank or THE UntTep States, December 1, 1825. 


253,515 93 


THOMAS WILSON, Cashier. 


$190,136 26 


20,930 96 
42, 448 71 
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Dr. 


RECAPITULATION. 





Cr 








| | | 
Funded debt United BiGAeB iis ccsiccwcccdleweces cocececeee! $18,303,501 45 || Capital stock. .....ccccccccccccccccccccc|socccccccscccees | $34, 995,919 63 
Bills discounted on personal security..... $27, 104,660 72 | Notes issued....... woeeeeneee iracagucudbemeweieecnantaue 16,394, 782 46 
funded debt ......eee00 69,793 17 | || Discount, exchange, and interest........|++++ esse cere eees 81,240 39 
bank stock ......eeeeee. 3,131,545 21 | | Dividends unclaimed........ccccecccee [coceeecececccees 1, 007, 262 12 
ee 1 PION iciccscsisainiis buaxiamnsbicnsis eeeeneee 753, 392 96 
30, 305,999 10 | | Contingent interest......... es eeeeses sesleccesccecccecece 165,185 41 
Domestic bills of exchange........s066 wee] 35118, 622 57 | Contingent exchange .... ....00 seccccesloccececcceccccce 24,753 19 
——. | 33, 424,621 67 | I QUCIRINCRCHANEOls a c:cice tawsiacicesaiaacacielouseniedenuccaves 2,314 62 
Foreign bills of exchange.......cseseeeee [tere eeeeeeeeeees 421,524 80 | Contingent fund...... peewee codsctedsaleneeeacee Saalaake 3,979, 399 52 
Real Ostte aces secseeceswes Eccerctdsailn as payne eee 6 aleiaVere p Plermtals | 1,715,091 21 | Due to the Bank of the United States 
Due from Bank United States and offices.| 14,442,900 54 | | and offices..... SCeC EEE Seasameadasens $15, 313, 234 24 | 


Due from State banks..... pine Wiwewn essere 


Debt of S. Smith and Buchanan, G. 

liams, and J. W.McColloch.......++00+ 
Debt due by the United States, .......... 
Deficiencies ....eecceceecesecs iawe 
Banking-houses, bonus, and premium on 

JOAN. ose eeeee 
Mortgages, KC sc eesecececceceveccccecs 


eeeeeeees 


EXPeNseS.seeseseeeeceeces . 
Cash.—Notes of Bank United States and 
QUIDON ac seisscecnce wees vasceceees 

Notes of State banks....... 





1,962, 923 41 | 


——| 16,405,823 95 
| 

, coscoees| 908 413-33 

betas italia | 5,267 2 

sesseesseees| 512,307 21 

| | 

streeeseeee) 1,792,870 80 

wate: ie 

seven Seaawenoel 37,147 87 


6,664, 345 56 | 
1,114,831 51 | 
3,960,158 10 | 


11,739,335 17 


85, 399, 168 38 


|| Due to State banks... 


see eeeeereeree eeee 


Due to Baring Brothers & Co., London.. 
Redemption of public debt...... ececcces 


Deposits of Treasurer United States..... 
| Deduct overdrafts and special deposits... 


| Deposits of public officers.......... eceee 
| Deposits of individuals.........0000008 


1,215,547 99 | 








— 16, 528, 782 23 
sis chine eis 251,494 29 
isaac 488,271 27 


3,791,059 34 
86,531 80 
3,704,527 54 
1,576,997 31 | 
5,444, 845 44 | 








10,726,370 29 








| 85, 399, 168 38 





BANK OF THE UNITED StTaTEs, January 2, 1826. 


J. ANDREWS, Assistant Cashier. 
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19TH Coneress. | 





FORFEITURE OF CARGO SAILING FROM AN AMERICAN PORT UNDER A BRITISH LICENSE 
DURING THE WAR OF 1812. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 1, 1826. 


Mr. Dwicur, from the Committee of Ways and Means, to whom was referred the petition of Nathaniel 
Goddard and others, reported: 


That the ship Ariadne, owned by the petitioners, with a cargo of flour, on the — of September, 1812, 
sailed from Alexandria, bound to Cadiz, having on board a British license, and was captured by the Argus 
on the 15th October, 1812. She was brought in and libelled with her cargo in the District Court of Penn- 
sylvania; bonds were given in the usual form to abide the decision upon the libel, and the vessel and 
cargo restored to the petitioners and proceeded upon her voyage. 

The captors relied upon the possession of the license alone as the cause of capture. There was no 
allegation that the property belonged to the enemy, or was shipped with any intention of assisting or 
benefitting him. 

The District Court of Pennsylvania ordered the property to be restored and the captors pay damages, 
Upon an appeal this decree was reversed in the Circuit Court, and the decree of reversal affirmed in the 
Supreme Court of the United States. 

The petitioners, upon the final decree of condemnation in 1821, paid the amount of their bond; one 
moiety of which went to the captors, the other into the Treasury of the United States. They pray for a 
remission of this last portion of their forfeiture— 

Ist. On the ground of unintentional error. 

2d. Ignorance, that the possession of a license from the enemy could be considered as giving to the 
cargo the character of enemy’s property. 

3d. That the voyage was not contrary to the law of the United States nor to the known policy of the 
Government, and that they could have no reason to suppose that a voyage, lawful in itself, could be 
rendered unlawful by the forbearance of the enemy to interfere in its legal exercise. The petitioners 
regard the possession of the license only as evidence that the enemy would not interfere to prevent that 
from being done by a citizen of this Government which the laws of this country sanctioned and which 
the policy of the Government did not condemn. 

They attempt to support those views by reference to the fact that the enemy had no particuiar con- 
nexion with the neutral port of Cadiz, to which the cargo was shipped; that the allied armies were then 
at a great distance from Cadiz, and did not draw their supplies from that quarter. 

Although it was well known to the American Government that a trade in flour was carried on with 
the peninsula, and probably equally well known that it was prosecuted under British licenses, it did not 
deem it expedient to prohibit that trade; and when, subsequent to the capture of the Ariadne, the subject 
was before Congress, that body declined to pass a law prohibiting the use of such licenses, and treated 
the whole as a question of policy and expediency, depending upon the relative circumstances of the two 
countries at war, and their mutual means of annoyance and defence. At a more recent period, August 2, 
1813, Congress, convinced of the inexpediency under then existing circumstances of suffering such trade 
to continue, passed an act prohibiting the use of such licenses; which act itself, since the war, March 8, 
1815, has been repealed. 

The petitioners therefore assert that the proceedings of the legislative body evinced their opinion of 
the legality of using such a license at the period of the capture; that several of the judicial tribunals, 
both of the State and General Governments, determined in favor of their use, and the Attorney General 
of the United States himself gave an official opinion to the same effect. 

The committee cannot conceal the impression which these strong views in the case of the petitioners 
has produced upon their minds; and although they agree to the general doctrine that the ignorance of the 
law excuses no man, yet they are disposed to believe, with the petitioners, that there may be cases in 
which the new construction of a law or a new promulgation of that construction may be relieved against 
when that relief does not conflict with the policy of the Government nor sanction a departure from the 
known principles of legal or moral rectitude. 

It remains only to be considered whether the relief prayed for by the petitioners is or is not of the 
character alluded to; and upon the decision of this question the opinion of the committee will rest. 
That there may be many cases in which ignorance of the law or a new or unexpected construction of that 
law have subjected individuals to unmerited hardship, the committee are not disposed to deny, nor would 
they, under such circumstances, be inclined to refuse relief, could such relief be extended to the petitioners 
without impairing any of those fundamental principles upon which every political society must be organ- 
ized, and upon which its continuance may depend. Such principles, when applied to the intercourse 
between citizens of different countries even in time of peace, are highly important; but they become 
doubly so when, as in the present case, they relate to the conduct of citizens or subjects of different 
countries who are at war with each other. Nothing can be more clear than the position, that every sound 
dictate of policy and principle require of a Government at war to inhibit its citizens from seeking protec- 
tion under the acts of the other belligerent Power. 

The attempt to show that, in the opinion of Congress, sailing under an enemy’s license or protection 
was not illegal, is not sustained by reference to the fact that Congress omitted in 1812 to prohibit the use 
of such licenses. For by the act passed in the preceding year they were prohibited, and their use rendered 
the vessel having such license on board liable to a forfeiture of her whole cargo. Nor has the repeal of 
that law in 1815, as the petitioners would suggest, any tendency to show that the legislative body itself 
began to feel a distrust of the justice and expediency of its provisions. 

The committee cannot fail to perceive in the passage of that law a wise regard to the exigencies 
arising out of a state of war between this country and England, and in its repeal they can see nothing 
but an equally wise regard to the circumstances of the two countries resulting from the peace so happily 
restored between them. The judicial opinions of the highest tribunals of the country seem to have been 


not less doubtful than those of the legislative body. 
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In the cases of the Aurora and the Hiram, in the 8th of Cranch, and that of the Julia, in the 9th of 
the same reporter, the Court seem to have proceeded upon the broad ground that the mere sailing 
under an enemy’s license, without regard to the object of the voyage or the port of destination, constituted 
in itself an act of illegality which subjected the property to confiscation. 

These views seem to be confirmed, if they required any further sanction, by the opinion of the Court 
in the still later case of the Ariadne herself, where the Court say that sailing under such license is an 
attempt by one individual of a belligerent country to clothe himself with a neutral character by the 
license of the other belligerent, and thus to separate himself from the character of his common country. 

If, then, these may be considered as the sound legal principles and judicial opinions of the country, the 
committee feel constrained to give to them that sanction which they are entitled to from every committee 
of a legislative bedy. And although they are satisfied of the correct intentions of the petitioners, they 
cannot see how relief can be extended to them without impairing, in no slight degree, the force of princi- 

les which the welfare of the country requires to be rendered inviolate. They therefore ask leave to 
submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioners ought not to be granted. 





19rH Coneress. } No. 745. [Isr Sesston. 








LOAN OFFICE AND FINAL SETTLEMENT CERTIFICATES UNPAID JANUARY 1, 1826. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 1, 1826. 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, February 27, 1826. 


Sir: I have the honor, in compliance with your communication of the 25th instant, to transmit a state- 
ment of the Loan Office and final settlement certificates and indents of interest outstanding and unpaid, 
and beg leave to suggest that five thousand dollars will probably be sufficient to meet all applications 
should the bill proposed to be reported be passed by Congress. Permit me to observe that by the act of 
the 12th of June, 1798, provision was made for paying the whole of the unfunded or registered debt;* 
that payments are made upon the parties applying at the Treasury; and the amount paid annually is 
carried to the debit of the appropriation of $10,000,000, per act of the 3d of March, 1817. The amount 
unpaid of that debt is $29,240 97. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


Hon. Peter Litt ie. 





Statement of Loan Office and final settlement certificates and indents of interest outstanding and unpaid 
January 1, 1826. 


Loan Office certificates issued for money borrowed during the revolutionary war, amount 











Ee ee eee ee ee re eee ores $76,397 00 
Final settlement certificates issued by John Pierce, Commissioner for adjusting accounts of 
pay due the officers and soldiers of the revolutionary army..............eeeeeeeeee: 32,385 73 
Final settlement certificates issued by the Commissioners for settling accounts with indi- 
viduals of the several States for supplies furnished during the revolutionary war..... 14,560 22 
Final settlement certificates issued for supplies furnished during the same period to the 
Commissary, Quartermaster, Marine, and Clothing Departments..................... 3,717 58 
Indents of interest issued for interest which accrued on the revolutionary debt prior to the 
On TT TCC TCT T CETTE T CTE CTT Te 1,000 00 
128,060 63 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury Department, Hegister’s Office, February 27, 1826. 
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OPERATION OF THE MINT IN 1825. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH I, 1826. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 
_ I transmit herewith a report from the Director of the Mint of the United States, showing the opera- 
tions of that institution for the year 1825. 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 


Wasuineton, March 1, 1826. 


* In the reports of the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund the payments of the unfunded or registered debt are stated 
under the head of ‘‘ payments on account of certain parts of the domestic debt.’’ 
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Mint or THE Unirep States, Philadelphia, January 2, 1826. 
Sir: I have now the honor of laying before you a report on the operations of the Mint during the last 


year. F , ‘ ‘ 
From the statement of the Treasurer, herewith transmitted, it appears that the coinage effected 
within the year has amounted to one million seven hundred and thirty-five thousand eight hundred and 
ninety-four dollars, consisting of five millions one hundred and seventy-eight thousand seven hundred and 


sixty pieces of coin, viz: 








SE eee re rer ee 33,494 pieces, making $156,385 
ee err ere rrr rr 3,621,166 do. 1,564,583 
i a ee errr rrr 1,524,100 do. 14,926 

5,178,760 1,735,894 


The gold coinage of the last year has exceeded that of 1824 by the sum of $63,185. Of this excess 
it may be interesting to observe a very sensible proportion consists of an increase of gold bullion derived 
from North Carolina; the value of the deposits received from that quarter within the year having been 
nearly $17,000—more than three-fold the amount from the same source in any previous year since 1804, 
Within that year, the first in which deposits of gold from North Carolina are noticed on the records of the 
Mint, the amount received was about $11,000. The whole amount received to the present time is about 
$68,000. This gold has very generally been found superior in fineness to the standard of our gold coins, 

The value of the gold bullion received from other quarters within the last year may, with a sufficient 
approximation to accuracy, be stated at $45,000 from Africa, and $75,000 from Mexico, South America, 
and the West Indies, leaving about $19,000 derived from sources not ascertained. 

Of the amount of silver brought to the Mint within the year, nearly one-half has been received from 
the United States Bank in foreign coins, and the remainder, chiefly from Mexico and South America, in 
various forms of unwrought bullion. The supply has proved, however, less constant in the last than in 
the preceding year. The amount in the vaults of the Mint, which on the first day of January exceeded 
$300,000, was early in October reduced to less than $30,000, deposits of bullion having been about that 
period nearly suspended for one month. This relaxation of pressure was very usefully improved to effect 
an emission, frequently called for, of some of the smaller denominations of our silver coin, and to extend 
the coinage of copper, as will be found particularly exhibited in the statement of the Treasurer before 
referred to. While, therefore, the whole value of the coinage of the last year is less than that of 1824 
by the sum of $122,402, the whole number of coins executed will be found to exceed that of 1824 by 
nearly 400,000 pieces; and the number of gold and silver coins executed within the last year will be 
found to exceed by nearly 130,000 pieces that of any previous year since the establishment of the Mint. 

During the last two months, the supply of bullion having again been copious, the heavier operations 
of coinage have been vigorously pursued, and I have the gratification to state that all deposits of silver 
bullion received up to the 9th of December, and all those of gold up to the 24th of the same month, have 
been coined, and their value issued. The amount of gold and silver bullion remaining in the vaults of the 
Mint at the close of the year is $135,335 08, the whole of which has been received since the periods 
above mentioned, respectively. 

The copper coinage executed within the last year has amounted to $14,926, a small portion thereof 
being in half cents, the coinage of which it has been thought expedient, after a long interval, to resume. 
For this purpose a supply of half cent planchets was imported in June last. The amount of copper, 
coined and uncoined, now in our vaults, is $14,993. The amount of copper coins issued within the year 
is $19,426 25, the profit on which, as exhibited in the usual return made by the Treasurer on the subject, 
is a reimbursement to that extent of the annual expenditure for the support of the Mint. 

On reviewing the transactions of this establishment for the last ten years, in which there has been a 
general progressive increase of the supply of bullion, it appears that, with a trivial corresponding increase 
of expenditure, the capacity of the Mint to accomplish the purpose of its institution has still been found 
equal to the expanding field of its operations. The result of the last two years, a period of heavier 
pressure than any two which have preceded them, conspicuously sustains this remark, and is believed to 
warrant the conclusion that the power of the Mint may be relied on to meet any permanent increase of 
the demand for coinage which can now be inferred from experience or anticipated on any known facts. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

SAM. MOORE. 


The Presipent of the United States. 





A statement of the coins struck at the Mint of the United States from January 1 to December 31, 1825, 

















inclusive. 
Silver coins. | Dimes. Quarter dollars.! Half dollars. | Amount. 

! 

| | | 
er ee IN 6 aba opie eb bese bonbensosesebsobessecss dane seWensdewalsssanawoassuebealeusees eebsusesss 847,000 | $423, 500 
ein ORCS oboe sshenbenseehoeunesssdkesoneenusd yds dpe cbs sswensensclocesecbeseaaesealeueeeteeasKebese 831, 500 | 415, 750 
ns APUnn RE IE POORBOMIIOT 65 545'0innc0000 000 0ses dose o0000s0ssbsesoseenenesee 230,000 f...cccccccecccce 812, 000 | 429, 000 
uarter ending Sist December... ....00000000000000.000000006000.00550000000000800008 | 280, 000 168, 000 452, 666 | 296, 333 
[eee Ra hea gdavis iainbevceesenestaisvansatnpinesinied 2, 943, 166 | 1,564,583 




























TRANSACTIONS AT THE MINT. 





Statement of the coins struck at the Mint—Continued. 









































Gold coins. Quarter eagles.| Half eagles. Amount. 
Quarter ending 31st March........csccsccseccccsccccenececsen sees seeeeseneseeseeeeeeeceeesesenens 2,324 3, 020 $20,910 
Quarter ending 30th JUNE .eccececccececces cece recs ccercennee sens eeee cesses sees neee sees eneeneeecees 1,000 8,085 42, 925 
Quarter ending 30th September......sssccesccccccccccecccceseeeseeseeaeces sess sees seessseseess sees leneees een eneeee 5,270 26, 350 
Quarter ending 31st PPRGUMU ON civswsiesascteeooss000e esse csessiececss VACRGebebaw uses eeennsehesepenanns 1,110 | 12,685 66, 200 
| 
Re Na ai hah ll leh ss selon iaeinlabcasmiles 4,434 | 29, 060 156, 385 
| 
Copper coins. Half cents. Cents. Amount. 
Quarter ending J0th September... .cccccsccccccccscccccccacccscccccccccscccecscecces cccccccccccces leecdeceteateene 330, 000 $3, 300 
Quarter ending 3lst December.......ceccccccceccceceeeccescacecscececscecceecs set eeecccececececene 63, 000 1,131, 100 11, 626 
EMER s widlailesele Weis lenaisdbiacen Sasa sbisewas ceeds sleisesicikussiccecsee Veseeecevuns assesses | 63, 000 1,461, 100 14, 926 
| 
RECAPITULATION. 
3,621,166 pieces of silver coins, AMOUNTING tO.......eceeccaceccceccceccescece cece ceeeee $1,564, 583 
33,494 pieces of gold COINS, AMOUNTING tO. .... cece ccecceccccceccescscscccececseces 156, 385 
1,524,100 pieces of copper COinS, AMOUNTING tO.....sceccceccccccecccecccecscecececeeess 14, 926 





sige COO PLCCER Ol: COMIMy MINOUMGNE Os 6 aicis'e'ss.0ic-cscc-v00eesdinbe.decieseasinesesecececseees 1, 735, 894 











JAMES RUSH, Treasurer. 
Mint or THE Unirep Srates, Treasurer’s Office, Philadelphia, December 31, 1825. 
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TRANSACTIONS AT THE MINT IN 1825. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 1, 1826. 


Treasury Department, February 14, 1826. 


Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith three statements, marked A, B, C, which have been 
prepared by the Comptroller of the Treasury pursuant to the 7th section of an act of Congress, passed on 
the 2d of April, 1792, entitled “An act establishing a Mint and regulating the coins of the United States.” 

These statements contain all the information relative to the transactions of the Mint which the 
settlements made at the Treasury afford. 

I have the honor to remain, with the highest respect, your obedient servant, 

RICHARD RUSH. 

The Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





A. 


Statement exhibiting the balance of the gold and silver bullion remaining in the hands of the officers of the Mint 
on the 31st December, 1824; the amount deposited from January 1 to December 31, 1825; the different 
species of coins made and paid on account of deposits; allowances for wastage, and the balance remaining 
in the hands of the officers of the Mint on the 31st December, 1825, to be accounted for on a future settle- 
ment, viz: 

GOLD. 
Ozs. dwts. grs. 

Balance of gold bullion remaining in the hands of the officers of the 














Mint on the Sint December, LOR4 ....... cc ccccccccssscscece 499 1 6 $8,866 22 
Gold bullion deposited from January 1 to December 31, 1825..... 8,818 16 7 156,778 934 
SE TE Oe eee eT ee ee eT Tre 9,317 17 13 165,645 154 
Amount paid for deposits of gold from January 1 to December 31, 
ne OE EOP e OPC Tee eT Te Tee TE TTC TT TTT CC, meee Cee eee eee ee 157,305 93 
Amount deposited in the Bank of the United States on the 31st De- 
TET Fe ae ee ee eee, ea ee ee 144 76 
157,450 69 


Deduct as follows: 
Amount deposited in the Bank of the United States December 31, 
eRe R SSR Kew mwa Gos Vis 4 HES Raw aawene cule | ce eee 1,065 69 





156,385 00 








VIOL. V: 


362 FINANCE. 








[No. 747, 





Gold coins made at the Mint from January 1 to December 31, 


1825—4,434 quarter and 29,060 half eagles...... Teer ere 8,796 13 3 $156,385 00 
Allowances made to the melter and refiner and chief coiner for 
wastage for same period ....... ere Tr Te Tere 22 4 10 395 03 
Gold bullion in the hands of the officers of the Mint on the 31st 
December, 1825.......--+- [CSE EUCANE NEA TR RERED Aw ¥s 499 0 0 8,865 121 
ee eee IES ERK ARE AE ROTO TRON panes 9,317 17 13 165,645 15} 
SILVER. 
Balauce of silver bullion remaining in the hands of the officers of 
the Mint on the 3lst December, 1824................. ve 258,553 13° 7 298,332 79 


Silver bullion deposited from January 1 to December 31, 1825. 


Total .. 


eee eeee eee eee eee ee eeseeeeeeeeee ee sees es 


Amount paid for deposits of silver from January 1 to December 31, 
1825. 
Amount deposited in the Bank of the 
eee eee Te Ty Tere 


“United States December 31, 


Deduct as follows: 
Amount in the Bank of the United States on the 31st December, 1824 


Silver coins made from January 1 to December 31, 1825—510,000 


Ozs. dwtls. grs. 














1,209,099 4 0 


1,395,113 97 





1,467,652 17 17 


1,693,446 76 








dimes, 168,000 quarter dollars, 2,943,166 half dollars........ 1,355,971 19 2 
Allowances made to melter and refiner and chief coiner for wastage 
for same period ..............4:. rete re 2,939 7 7 


Silver bullion in the hands of the officers of the Mint December 31, 
rer ee rrr re 


eee ewer ee eee ewe ew ee eee eee eee eee eeeee 


108,741 10 22 


— 


1,564,720 144 
100 02 





1,564,820 16} 
237 16} 





1,564,583 00 














As above...... 


Dr. 


Comprrotter’s Orrice, February 4, 1826. 


1,564,583 00 
3,391 56} 
125,472 191 





1,467,652 


weeoecseeveecn 


17 7 


1,693,446 16 








LUN 





B. 


December 31, 182% 


\D WASHINGTON, Clerk. 


The Mint of the United States in account for copper purchased from the commencement of the institution to 


Cr. 










Troy weight. 


\Cost of copper. | 





lbs, 

To amount of rough copper and copper 
planchets purchased from the com- 
mencement of the institution to De- 
cember 31, 1824, per statement marked | 
B, accompanying the Comptroller’s let- 













| 


Oz. 


dut. 


| 


| By amount of rough copper and copper 

























planchets accounted for from the com- 
mencement of tbe institution to De- 
cember 31, 1824, per statement marked 
B, accompanying the Comptroller’s 


Troy weight. 


| 

\Value of cop- 
per,at the rate 
of 7 dwts. toa 
cent. 





lbs. 





Oz. 


dut 





















ter of February 18, 1825.2... ..+eeeeees! 1,594,314 4 | gais, 445 50 letter of February 18, 1825........000. 1,520,429 4 00] $508,799 67 
To cost of 67 casks of copper half cent | "| By amount of cents deposited by the 
planchets purchased of Matthew R. | Treasurer of the Mint to the credit of 
Boulton, and charged in the third quar- | | | the Treasurer of the United States 
| | 
ter of 1825, received by the ships Mon- | | in the year 1825... ccccccccccccccvece 56,864 0 15 19, 496 25 
tezumaand Algonquin, weighing 22,400 | | | By amount in copper lost by the insol- 
Pounds AVOIFdUPOIS.....4 veseeeveeeers 27,222 2 13 | 6,810 43 | vency of W. Stern, doorkeeper, in 
To loss in exchange on remittances to ; | | cents intrusted with him for distribu- 
Matthew R. Boulton, in payment for | | tion, covered by warrant of the Direc- 
copper, as charged the third quarter of | tor of the Mint, as charged in the third | 
TEQS . 0100.0.01000000 050000000505 cocesecece|cseccevccesssocees | 385 98 quarter of 1825—17,622 cents ......... | 513 1 14 
‘ " a Gas | 
Amount and cost of copper........+. 1,621,536 7 7) 425,641 91 Amount accounted for .......+.6. | 1,577,806 6 9 528,295 9 
EAN i055 bk hasasivccsntins 547 17 | 
To amount gained on coinage | 118,647 17 Balance on hand December &1, 1825: | 
| | In hands of the Treasurer of the Mint, 
| COMMON iss.cesekeesnses peewee ee eoweee | 14,868 11 4 5,097 92 
In hands of the chief comer, uncoined..| 28,861 1 14 9,895 24 
—_——— { 
| i ! a en 
1,621,536 7 7 | 543,289 08 | 1,621,536 7 7 543, 289 08 
LUND WASHINGTON, Clerk. 
CoMPTROLLER’s OF FIce, February 3, 1&26, y 





















ASSAYS OF FOREIGN COINS. 










C. 































Summary statement exhibiting the value of the coins made at the Mint; the amount of disbursements on account 
of the establishment; the amount allowed for wastage; the amount retained of deposits, and the amount 
gained on the coinage of copper, from the commencement of the institution to the 31st of December, 1825, viz: 


Value of gold, silver, and copper coinage, up to December 31, 1824...............0.. $23,650,502 71 
Gold coins made from January 1 to December 31, 1825, per account A.. $156,385 00 
Silver coins made from January 1 to December 31, 1825 per account A.. 1,564,582 00 


va - oe 

















Copper coins made from January 1 to December 31, 1825, per account B. . 19,496 25 
1,740,464 25 
OURS TERS BONE, CVU, ONE CONDET. 6 ooo ccc cic eecicccccccccccececcas 25,390,966 96 
Net charge on the coinage of gold, silver, and copper, to December 
‘ Ee eee Teer ree eT eee ee eee ee ee ee eee ee 532,795 824 
Add amount gained on the coinage of copper to the same period....... 115,686 47 
648,482 294 


From which deduct: 
Amount wastage on gold and silver to December 31, 1824... $83,199 49 





Also amount wastage from January 1 to December 31,1825.. 3,786 594 
———__ 86,986 08} 
561,496 21 
Add amount disbursed on account of the establishment from January 1 

i eis aida keh eRdeR ERY KASS REM WASREMN SD Saw NK eee e CaO 22,993 OT 
- Add, also, the amount wastage on gold and silver to December 31, 1825. . 86,986 084 


From the above deduct: 
The amount retained from deposits to December 31, 1824... $13,183 744 
Also this sum from January 1 to December 31, 1825...... 2,199 123 





15,382 87 


| ae 





71,603 214 





baat 


656,092 493 
Deduct amount gained on the coinage of copper from the commencement of the institu- 
. eG NN 65 cs sca oe heenwn heh cash eec eens eeaue sas eoadnens 118,647 17 





Net amount chargeable to the coinage of gold, silver, and copper, from the commence- 
ment of the institution to December 31, 1825, including the costs of lots, buildings, 
I ey EE NG cas dic ie keeinhan abn m cuted bes Seca eSabawenke 537,445 324 








LUND WASHINGTON, Clerk. 
ComprroLter’s Orrice, February 2, 1826. 
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ASSAYS OF FOREIGN COINS IN 1825. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 1, 1826. 


Treasury Department, February 14, 1826. 


Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith a report, received at this Department from the Director of 
the Mint, of assays of foreign coins made at that institution during the past year. 
5 I have the honor to remain, with the highest respect, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 
| The Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives of the United States. 





Mint or THE Unitep States, Philadelphia, February 7, 1826. 
Sir: Conformably to general instructions from the Treasury Department, I have caused assays to be 
made of the foreign coins current by law in the United States, and have now the honor to communicate 
the result thereof. 


wit 


FOREIGN GOLD COINS. 


Oo tt > }] 





From the assayer’s report it appears that the gold coins of Great Britain and Portugal contain 22 
parts of fine gold in 24 parts; those of France, 2125 parts of fine gold in 24 parts; and those of Spain 203 
parts of fine gold in 24 parts. 
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Standard gold of the United States contains 22 parts fine in 24 parts, and the eagle of ten dollars 
contains, as by law established, 270 grains of standard gold, which is at the rate of 100 cents for 27 
grains thereof, or 888 cents per pennyweight. According to the present assay, therefore, the intrinsic 
value of the gold coins of Great Britain and Portugal will be 100 cents for 27 grains thereof, or 888 
cents per pennyweight; that of the gold coins of France, 100 cents for 2Tx0% grains thereof, or 873% 
cents per pennyweight; and that of the gold coins of Spain, 100 cents for 287% grains thereof, or 8434, 
cents per pennyweight. : ; ; ; 

By a series of the annual assays made of the aforesaid coins during the last ten years, it has been 
ascertained that the gold coins of Great Britain are uniformly of the same intrinsic value with those of 
the United States; that the gold coins of Portugal approach this value so very nearly, in the general 
result, that they may be considered of the same standard; that the average intrinsic value of the gold 
coins of France is 873% cents per pennyweight, and that of the gold coins of Spain 84x05 cents per 


pennyweight. 


FOREIGN SILVER COINS. 


From the assayer’s report it appears that the crowns of France contain 10 ounces 18 pennyweights 
12 grains of fine silver in 12 ounces; that the five franc pieces contain 10 ounces 16 pennyweights 12 
grains of fine silver in 12 ounces; and the Spanish dollars, 10 ounces 15 pennyweights 18 grains of fine 
silver in 12 ounces. 

Standard silver of the United States contain 10 ounces 14 pennyweights 43% grains of fine silver in 
12 ounces, and the dollar contains, as by law established, 416 grains of standard silver, which is at the 
rate of 115; cents per ounce. According to the present assay, therefore, the intrinsic value of the 
crowns of France will be 117z¢5 cents per ounce; that of the five franc pieces 116y¢’5 cents per ounce; 
and that of the Spanish dollar, 116345 cents per ounce. 

From the average weight of the aforesaid silver coins, ascertained by numerous trials at the Mint, 
with the result of a series of assays thereof, made during the last ten years, the following may be consid- 
ered as their ordinary intrinsic value, severally, viz: that of the French crown 109 cents 1 mill; that of 
the five franc piece, 93 cents 2 mills; and that of the Spanish dollar, 100 cents 4 mills. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
SAMUEL MOORE. 


Hon. Ricuarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 
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DUTY ON SALT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MARCH 17, 1826. 


Mr. Woopsvry, from the Committee on Agriculture, made the following report: 


That this important branch of our national industry is now compelled to sustain one burden, very 
severe and partial in its operation. It is the duty imposed upon imported salt; a duty which, at the rate 
of twenty cents on each bushel weighing fifty-six pounds, is almost unexampled in amount, as it some- 
times equals three hundred per cent. on the prime cost of the article; because, while the weight of some 
salt per bushel does not exceed sixty pounds, that of other species is as high as eighty-four pounds, and 
is frequently purchased abroad at ten cents per bushel. 

So enormous an impost, not on a luxury but on an article of the first necessity, falls also in a great 
measure upon the agricultural interest. 

Because, whether salt be employed as a dressing for the soil, in the manufacture of butter and 
cheese, in the preservation of beef and pork, in the fodder to sheep and cattle, or in the various other 
ordinary uses of it, the tax comes, in the first instance, and in most of these particulars, exclusively from 
our farmers; and, in the end, probably more than five-sixths of it is paid by them, as the purchasers of it, 
without subsequent remuneration, by any enhanced price of their commodities, and as the greatest con- 
sumers of all agricultural products. 

Your committee have searched in vain for a justification of the continuance of a burden thus severe 
and partial. 

Because, though Congress possesses the power “to lay imposts” for the purpose of paying “the 
debts and providing for the common defence and general welfare of the United States;” yet, the Consti 
tution declares that these imposts shall be “uniform throughout the United States,” and care has, in 
general, been exercised to make them uniform in their operation as well as amount, and to lessen their 
amount wherever and whenever the exigencies of the country will permit it. 

The first tax upon imported salt, in July, A. D. 1789, of only six cents per bushel, was declared to 
have for its two principal objects “the support of Government and the discharge of the debts of the 
United States.” 

With a national debt of almost eighty million, and a revenue of only about six million, there might 
then have existed a sufficient apology for so small a duty on a foreign article, whose use, at that time, 
was so uniform in different parts of the Union as to render the burden not very unequal. 
: A August, A. D. 1790, the same objects induced Congress to increase the duty to twelve cents per 

ushel. 

In July, A. D. 1797, the reasons for it became strengthened by our foreign difficulties and augmented 
expenses. But, while these last furnished an argument to raise the duty still higher, to twenty cents per 
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bushel, public complaint and apprehension were, in some degree, quieted by limiting the duty to a period 
short of three years. 

In May, A. D. 1800, the time was further extended to ten years; but, ere it expired, and soon as our 
revenues from other sources had become adequate to our annual expenses and to a gradual reduction of 
the national debt, Congress interposed with parental watchfulness over the first great interest of society, 
and, in December, A. D. 1807, put an end entirely to this invidious burden. 

Imported salt afterwards remained free from duty till July, A. D. 1813. Then, as in former periods, 
between A. D. 1788 and A. D. 1801, our ordinary resources, by means of commercial embarrassment and 
war, were found altogether insufficient to meet the wants of Government, and, among other extraordinary 
burdens, the tax of twenty cents per bushel upon salt was revived. But it was expressly limited to one 
year after the close of the war; and, in April, A. D. 1816, would probably not have been retained, and 
indeed increased, by graduating the duty on the bushel weighing only fifty-six pounds, had not our debt 
become swollen to the alarming sum of more than one hundred and twenty millions. 

Now, however, all the apologies for this tax, whether original or subsequent, seem to have ceased. 
The national debt is reduced to about its first amount; and our revenue from other sources, to meet our 
current expenses and to discharge this debt, have increased nearly four-fold. Although those expenses 
have also increased, yet, in the last nine years, we have had not only ample means to meet them, but to 
pay off more than forty millions of the debt. 

The whole impost on salt within that period has aided in this financial operation only about five 
millions; and its present annual amount, of about $650,000, appears to us not to be needed either for the 
support of Government or the gradual discharge of the public debt. While its continuance, operating 
now principally on the eastern declivity of the Allegany ridge, becomes a tax so severe and so partial, 
on only a single and indispensable article, as to average in that region from one to two dollars per year 
in the family of almost every agriculturist. What is still further objectionable, an undue portion of this 
tax, even among agriculturists, fall upon the middling and poorer classes. If it could be imagined that 
such a burden was ever imposed with a view to encourage the domestic manufacture of salt—the only 
apology now left for retaining it—a sufficient answer would be found in the sketch we have given of the 
periods, occasions, and manner of imposing and repealing it. Still further might an answer be found in 
the fact that, notwithstanding the duty on salt, its manufacture on the seaboard has declined rather than 
increased, and, in the interior, has flourished, not from the duty, but from the small cost of the production 
of the article and the great expense of its transportation. 

It can be made in the interior at a price from fifteen to fifty cents per bushel; and a duty of twenty 
cents would not pay its freight by land much beyond that number of miles. But what is decisive as to 
the uselessness of this exorbitant and unparalleled duty in a protecting view, so as to lessen the consump- 
tion of foreign salt, appears in the records of the Treasury, in the fact that the consumption of it has kept 
up to more than three million bushels per annum. In A. D. 1823 it was 3,538,323 bushels. The amount cf 
revenue on this article, at different periods, show that the consumption of imported salt has increased, 
rather than diminished, or remained stationary; because, in A. D. 1801, it was $576,360; in A. D. 1806, 
$636,819; in A. D. 1820, $803,913; and in A. D. 1823, $889,948. 

The tax, therefore, appears to your committee, in every point of view, injudicious; and they entertaia 
an opinion that the interests of agriculture, and the true policy of the Government, require a speedy 
attention to the reduction of it. 

Under this impression they recommend the adoption of the accompanying resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be instructed to report a bill providing for a repeal of the 
duty on imported salt, in a manner gradual, or immediate, as, in their opinion, either mode may be 
preferable, considering the estimates and probable revenue of the current year. 
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AMOUNT OF DRAWBACK OF DUTIES IN 1822-’238-’24. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 17, 1826. 


Treasury Department, March 15, 1826. 


Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith a statement exhibiting the amount of drawback payable 
on merchandise exported from the United States during the years 1822, 1823, and 1824, compared with 
the amount of duties which accrued in the same, respectively. 

I have the honor to remain, with the highest respect, your most obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 


Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
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Statement exhibiting the amount of drawback payable on merchandise exported from the United States during 
the years ending on the 31st day of December, 1822, 1823, and 1824, compared with the amount of duties 
which accrued in the same, respectively. 

































































































1822. | 1823. 
Species of merchandise. | | 
Duties aceru- | Drawback | Dutiesaccru-| Drawback 
ing. | payable. ing. payable. 
! 
ETE PORN cscssscnscncascccscsensseseresescecescecessecens $91, 345 $21,815 | 11,424 | $40, 426 
PC ID MOF CONG. 6 .o.0:0:00:00:0:0.0000510.000000000009 000000 868008 8ee00s eoeeee erloccccce | ccccccccccvccleccecs eecccces 
a a sca cod cin sesh RORONAN ER RSRIERIISR DADO cues Jocccccccvccses pieeseweeeenee 
AYES Her CEN ccdncccccccsseees ye ee ie ee 2, 839, 662 | 294,494 | 2,684,057 577,969 
PST ET MON cans aninessuobaeeseabeseshnsseseesen0es000e soceee 1, 387, 932 | 21,917 1,255, 423 30, 471 
At 25 per Cent......c0c0000 SGpbeSssbandoudssbeaeGabeaesesssenens 5, 885, 342 | 447, 565 4,639, 526 752, 732 
ao ices caialcked dacntisa tebabuaonson tania 647,840 | 16,255 | 524,589 | 29,750 
PAS Se IOP ORME anes wn see bc000 4 0 00000.604 06 oebn0s08o000 002000] 000ssecese ees Niathe h k lgseeere peeaeenn | Senne erry 
ESO PEF CON: 6200s osccccseesses sobeee Ea ee ETP OTT Ty Ty ere er coat Suub bubGae ss oun¥ansbSnnedu] sous oenb ewes ep 
PRES PUL shuns wos senoessssasssebaswese babess.ca0eva ceeebe besboasnns sake louse: nds sneloeeans soda baeehess ow Arey ey 
Dack, Russia . 0.0.0 cccsccccccccecccses 0 00ee cece cece veces oes eos 95,512 | 8,636 | 68, 861 11,400 
RRVENS 66500 c00s 25000000 $090 0010s 95600000 0000 #000 b00008 59,424 | 5,098 | 51,591 12,048 
Ce ace aus dassiusnnewannnnaiante  Aisasiisicccsil | 3,923 88 
Sheeting, brown..... cece ccccccccccccece cecccce eecccceccccccecs 62, 108 43,791 | 46, 426 39, 442 
White... se ccceccccccecsccscess oocc cece ccccccesccvccs 3,965 | 634 | 1,808 439 
Carpets, &c., Brussels. ....e+eeeeeeee babs OUbs Bewebensienesssso*elocseucnescw a: (EROS Ah I OOD TORT [ee wen i Mis 
Venetian. ....... ooeees penne SEnE ea cpeneeoaee 4355 eee a RT reer eS ees 
ee ecise ceases once te (icon RN CNNR ER MEEnORab: Na 
Cotton bagging.....ceceesececeeeceecs ccece cece ccece bine esepbwepll Se ues Ete Rocce tee eee eee: | in ad pated NR Aa eh oh 0 Ce 
Wines, Madeira..... sebinw eos es0snbeebonennSs0s 6500 0000095000 142, 094 21,651 | 102, 797 33, 530 
Burgundy. .....sseeeee seen eee eanevcresecscceecs » ae 7,142 > | 4, 129 66 
Sherry and St. Lucar...... seer cccccccccecccesscccccocs 24,179 700 21, 986 16,024 
Lisbon, Oporto, K&C......eeee (oases shes eenenbssucee 230, 844 9,739 | 34,092 15,947 
Teneriffe, Fayal, &c....... enabanaSeeaeseeose o0ee coves 150, 162 6,446 85,664 11,320 
claret, in bottles. ........+ tees ence eceseceeeees cocceees 13,193 2,695 | 25, 502 4,058 
all other, in CASKS.,....cce+ ceseeccceseceesccecsvesecees 271,315 43,350 | 304, 023 97,275 
Spirits from grain........ ecvccccccccccccccscccs cccccccccccccccs 329, 312 15, 388 137,639 11,532 
other materials...... 94105400 00beessibesevececneesses 1,890, 780 142, 535 1,715, 930 168, 418 
MOlasse . occccccccccscccccccccsccccssccccece sGhinseowesens sees 618, 859 380 | 665, 503 210 
WERCEET 555 565s sincnssass cece i eaeee kabsavere eke eeee TS ae ee ee ee eT TC te ad oN scat a Toiin ek 
Beer, ale, and porter........... piasaticach source ipcaacaneny ian 16,961 501 | 16, 855 658 
Oil, spermaceti........4.4++ Leakkoanien iter mre nRnce apes bee gy See een 6, 860 3,814 
I ci sicctiisn ca bhineiniwnsinosnionseeeis 423 |..sesecoseeeee| Since 
Olive, in CASKS.....seeecceecccececseces pees eean bien bessenas 8, 462 3,509 | 5,325 jocesccccece 
CASLOF+.eeeeeeeceees icvbbyasweseasboesese’ cs) shaieoeee ay) he SSiehsh Sess, Upniesicsosisieaeies Siebiene ev cccsccece 
BENDEL ccsccucosooeessosacionenn sonaeees FecaKavewesespacssetetoene erry lopuusesemesieasel ssh ssemens peueiee sabe bona 
Teas, Bohea ......eceeceesescecere ccc cccccscccccccccccccosces 69, 253 1,068 | 99, 0322 28,010 
Souchong........+++ Sika SSS EeNESbebbOab SN eee beee sbaseee 341,596 99,268 | 571,819 169,274 
NE UN Bilis sicneeeesess Sinkidlvcknth Sieh ieGGKe 576, 394 66,676 | 624,301 71, 465 
Hyson and Young Hyson.......... eke wenseeinewen® seeeee 907,547 163, 720 | 1, 123,671 165, 740 
Imperial... ...cccccescccscccccccscess Seshauheekkansaswane 211,489 88, 547 | 231, 959 96,715 
Coffee. ...cccccccccccccccecs Sepaeeebernesarews ses peebpaseosves 1, 229, 755 501, 161 1, 967,635 1,006, 891 
ODDDR 605 pice snsnwnseeseceseic SUG epeuGer essen sesh ohne ee ey 26, 294 18,650 | 51,089 34, 142 
SPRUDUANED boos ck bake bsiosncbsiccs scopes celen sav secsecosvesenses BT feeeeeeeeeeeees G3 feceecceeeeeeee 
Sugar, brown........+0seeee0. ge eee.| 2,333,714 | 213,768 | 1,703,024 422, 809 
white......00 occccene eee cecccc cess cccnes cece cece cccees 448, 787 178, 956 280, 919 227, 528 
candy and loaf........+++ paeeehe piuesnabeeesesor Sabine BBL jeeeeee Esopeese | 295 54 
other refined.........++ ae EER uNaeeawsenee nest epoaes 34 [eevee sevens! Bye lesaulenemeones 
Fruits, almonds, .....+e++seeee+ sSvceeescccsecscceces bohbsee ees 11,423 | 261 | 12, 389 571 
CUPIANIES 5605621000000 5000esn0weeseeseeess ences pisswsese 3,712 ies ceeeeeeel 5,158 569 
prunes and plums........ pe oeapeteakec Sua eeaesweenene 3,716 |.6<0% sepaspens | 4, 862 150 
DN cick Sikccuiunbietanes dd siecenbusaesincnaeeuss 11,503 | 2 | 16,034 1,415 
raisins, jar, &C. 2.00.00. = . cove 87,799 | 9,688 | 45, 785 6,876 
BNET, Siscnseneceses LSS LER Wak uneerbeeeabenceep lan 63,489 | 1,322 | 37,594 12,144 
Candles, tallow ....+.+++e00+ peeebwie pease Boniteee kes bg 5,431 | 4,531 | 3,551 4, 465 
WAX ANd SPCTMACELI...... 226 seevscreces cess sess 3 182 | 171 | 150 [eeeeseeeeesees 
Cheese ...... ieba shuns epawais Sen esaesbhapabstasuenwnn en seeeee ee 5, 194 a4 | 75755 1,75 
SOap.. cecccccccccceeecs Ty cece 14, 321 9,740 | 17, 352 8, 656 
PWNOW oc pdobosnensesanpesos BcRE EKER Et eia se eearenoes Soiceuee 19, 433 447 | 4,303 4,235 
Beef and pork. .........se00 A > pbueeeseabectoeslh see eeeerereee eens soles ES Peer roe 
Hams and bacon ........0++++ TTT ccccccccccccceleces cons soccce Jeceeees Tr Ce . 
Butter.....eeececee oocces esceccces cece cccceccccecccccs cece veceleces sees reseed ccccccccecnes levees e ceceee o cececocces 
Saltpetre, refined . ...cccccccccccccce socccccccces press sscuneres sinbsnesdeceseeleoes looses pcan stvesesuneeeer 
I iedh bis ch chsnirsgabidenhakdvsinwennosancaasebun’ hee Lae Aeicanishcassmetiaak ecmenininl 
Camphor, crude.......- eo ececcens eccccccccecs eoececcees eeeeeees soe ose ne ee eee l. seve ccceccrelevcccncececs 
Salts, EPSOM......eeeees coccccccces o ccccccee ec cccccces occcccces eocccccees oubadsoains cecleceeccececcens eeesccceee 
PIBUDET, 000000 coccccccvercccccoccece sbabGesnnebsisonass Sees here seen) eeeees ccc cccclocccccccce cece 
Spices, Cayenne pepper.....seccccececcvcscceces pupae sone sseselocns oes sedseelens we oaeeaeee [psvonaens cvcce ecccccccccccs 
GINZEL, cree cccevccevcccvcsecscececessvcsnsesess oc cccccelececcce eis eee eeeeeeeeleccces eres veeeleeeeesceeecees 
SEE eneeeee igbbi neha beecabines Las De Rieaiiececsitl 3,510 108 
nutmegs.....0+e0 PEC ER? 14,127 1,991 | 22,014 1,067 
cinnamon. ......+0++6- tes daa icieecn emake 2, 832 | 3,062 | 12, 199 9,010 
CIOVES. 0.00 ccccccccccccccccccssececevesesesseesesescess 8,189 | 1,458 | 37, 007 12, 832 
pepper, black......secces cosces pe eoineee beans sbenbenwess 188, 988 | 159,691 | 301,710 167,079 























1824. 
Duties accru- | Drawback 
ing. payable. 
$74, 486 $41,921 
155 ee ey 
140, 269 22,172 
2,144,874 528, 592 
1,375, 146 77,344 
5, 082, 697 804, 021 
1,826, 816 76,965 
733 153 
13, 390 69 
84, 526 682 
96 5,167 
525 9,599 
1,090 163 
1,501 20, 768 
cocccevvccee 414 
MASG58: fe Sececancess 
57,514 hoe 
Be Nearer eres 
81,114 208 
121, 293 11, 120 
ALOR seswsecageas 
17,777 10,399 
141,075 6, 969 
67,431 12, 032 
23, 756 9, 400 
242,049 96, 310 
447,724 20, 003 
2, 158, 466 217,078 
645, 412 820 
712 95 
13,015 245 
5 Isceecsevenes 
17,519 5,053 
6,095 2, 493 
36, 095 29,643 
556, 341 77, 321 
512,659 14,893 
1,303, 154 91,310 
261, 407 80,648 
2,063, 551 1,014,777 
69, 280 49, 854 
62 2 
2, 524,530 320, 668 
470, 859 247,319 
128 3 
15 feccccccecces 
18, 306 2,034 
4,613 589 
7,406 377 
18,001 1,516 
59, 797 3, 082 
55,052 3, 124 
2, 152 1,177 
18 151 
2,923 245 
11,754 8, 489 
RB Lessassvsnes 
16 coccccecece 
259 35 
TOG) fissewcnvienes 
BMD Visscises seni 
1,435 51 
3,974 |ooccececeses 
6,631 249 
4] Jecsse eo ceccee 
16 abswesawee 
30 1,007 
7,631 487 
27,351 3,603 
14, 157 15,257 
20,697 17,998 
213, 046 92, 794 

















AMOUNT OF DRAWBACK DUTIES. 
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STATEMENT—Continued. 
1822. 1823. 
Species of merchandise. T 
Duties accru- Drawback | Dutiesaccru-| Drawback | Duties accru- 
ing. payable. ing. payable. ing. 

—_—_——_——_—_—_——— — Rigeoeereaaaies easement ss | aoe ead 
Spices, PIMCNLO. ee eeeececececeereceececccceeceees o ceccveee eeoee 08, 708 $8, 468 $46, 064 $14, 564 $75, 724 
CASSIA 6.0. cecccsceccccccccce cess sineces eveciee becsne ooee 28, 563 21,319 56,311 38, 667 45, 581 
Tobacco, manufactured, other than snuff, &C....eeeceeeeeeeeees OES tecndaadeeesens 964 236 262 
SORE os5cce0e soeccicieetas Seen Beswickioe vane esos ee ee evecwes 831 391 275 239 750 
Indigo... .seeeeeecees Siceved Ob scceesocecccens eoceeees . 171,648 111,025 139, 995 89, 253 86, 247 
COMMON 6 «0:0 5:0:0:0 60.06.0105 0:0660 050586 ocd se eccccecnecocscssececsess 9, 349 6,523 10, 264 5,959 22, 921 
GunpOWdET...seeecceeeeseeees PTT Oe TTT Teer TET TT ETT keen 12, 267 2, 343 5,121 2, 863 5,621 
TMCS cassscsuwssseseees aindialaveiniwisieieier wsewiaeeew (ies 55958" |osess etree PGE | avccceser aie 5,295 
GUNG i o.00 106s s 005s oe rsansicasaicescaevecsvcccecasesevecscesess UGC al Reece rer 4,766 |.. cocee 2,418 
Paints, ochre, dry......eeee. Nieuws i or SAE Lissccsciacens 15, 182 145 5,373 
IN Oil. .ccccccccccccccece oe ccccccccecces oe cccccees 955 22 QEY jeceeee eecccces 265 

white and red Rita senseitinasaaratvicensienl 112,003 2,424 107, 082 1,608 130, 221 
WHILING . cecseccccecsccvcrecrercsceveseneversseseseeees | SS) Oe eee By O7B foceesccsseeecs 2,900 

Lead, pig, bar, and Sheet. ....cccccscccevcccccvcccccvccccsccccce| 34,000 3,150 13, 337 3,935 46, 250 
manufactured into shot......+. oe ccccee dciecivibeeasenaiaesl 34,061 1,773 18, 002 1,665 10,174 
Cables, tarred. ......+0+ eccvcccccece Seccecccce cccccccece | eoesececccccclecee cone re Pere ee oe eeccccccce 2, 726 
Cordage and cables, tarred. ....cecceeesssseeeceees Reeenars ieee 16,873 7, 667 27,138 23, 684 438 
LATTE” ..secccccccccccscccceccecsccccssceees tee eecceees Been Snee padaeadeelenee Mepsledeced eceacanaled dues 24,089 
UMGHEUs cscncsssvesiscas Wb euemreete eaeneraeeariseesl 10,672 16 12, 721 1,321 1,910 

Twine, yarn, seine, &c..... C0000 veccescccce 2 ccccceccccce coccee | 16,814 | 954 17,548 3,005 14, 402 
COrkK8...eeeeeeeees steeceeeees see e cence eeeeenns seeeeeeeees |eccccccecccees Receives aeeseetee Be Reseda Sesiowenawencies 5,581 
NR Nii cents ini ancanhicwiandinsosencesnns Nh iicincceann ee , e 175 
nails and spikes. .......sseeseeeeseeees sicaieaitel ini 1,205 | 55 Po, re nee 12 

PPO HUMES cians sce awiadieesionm sieve dui scuueecueess sesee veeeee Satie aos ieee lseerevaneunata caee La cesicatalneceeudacisnaen 7, 266 
WINGS wows Saeeeelenwiacecse sive iniaisisieielBielelaeialuseiimsibieievelncinesie Efecee eaecames keene oes anes seastacuccevelddeceuseat cece] 3 
wire, not above No. I8.....seceeeeeeees ittcsksnsinientakel I ack daiicniesees re OR ROE | 22, 588 
above No. 18....eecee sees asiepicucue ssa ere 2 enn a | 25,123 

tacks, NOt AbOVE 16 OZ. ..eceeeeeeeceeeceeeeees seceee eoeees | QyLIZ jacccccee oe 1,160 [ecsecccecccece 1,573 
above 16 0z...... . roe coe e siweh OD bh ecvaee esaweene 25 . eneetee 183 

NAUS cisccissceweeaess o ocee cece cece cece cccccsccece soeesooeel 38, 405 | 1,161 20,601 603 18, 238 
BOIKOES A cateaevanes caenewssse eer eee rer eres 4,512 | 136 2, 082 422 3, 162 
chain cables....... POP ee eee Sevdeewesaepes ecccccee aes eevee eee sdeswalésrenesodee Cecccccces eee 8,159 

mill saws... +++ laliesct cantatas OTe IONIC Sree mr eee icciennritesiaei Lisanne ore 1,274 
anchors ..... saeeonee seewreweeiesisie cccccacececeece sivveceeee 3,737 | 1,150 2,872 187 2,159 
anvils..... o cccecccces Occ e cece e coccre cece cece cece eeesseeeleccc cece cccces ° ccc cccccsleccccccecccccsloce eoceee ee 4,235 
RAMMETS... 0200 cecccccccececcccccccccseccesccss coccccs oF ee eeees eee coc cerccccclecvecceseccecs | 641 
Castings, vessels Of. ....cccccsceccccecccece Leaislents [aeualelcivussaeeel slelcaieceatmsads eeccccce eevee | eeeeesecees an 6, 426 
EE TE ER aiearmiare seeinieisa'a eteeee mane eeecles eoeese te AG cece 4,052 

round and brazicrs’ rods....sseseceecesecccceecesess eoccce See ae ccccccece Pecans occ cccccccecs 1,283 

nail rods, .... 6.65 te eeeeecees o cece ccees ecescces psisiesiabtebisclasie eoec cece cocccccceecece oes ae secccccccccece| 289 
sheet and hoop..... oe ccccceccece cccccceee cocccesoccccecce a ce cccccccceee cc cccccccees TET OES rere 50, 746 
CASINGS... ..0 cece sec cccccccccces sigweineee ease seeccccectos 10,501 734 14, 368 343 | 7,999 
sheet, rod, and hoop...... 00000 ccccccccceecceesceeccececs 102, 976 13,578 96, 283 6, 526 38, 943 
PE acces cs oaneeee’ Velbwdws eivipue sic cisusive peases seteeesesece 13,704 343 25, 137 209 6,314 

bar, rolled.....0csescsccee ieteeclearaweeees eeeecsccccvccces 163,314 | 14,010 126, 949 16, 473 104,073 
hammered ...... oc ecevcccccceeccecccesceccees ceccee | 404,230 | 5,589 525, 315 5, 096 360, 029 

BLES vices scvececevcsess eae seeteeewseeeens Sieisbeis ccccee coees 19,448 | 1,019 19,519 926 21, 325 
a ee dainnuvnihen étsinsenee siienbaiwmeinien' 296,718 | 622 103, 880 4,300 | 139,481 
ALUM, 600000 secccc cscs cece scceees siaiaieluie's ce tectscccceccee coeee 6,300 |.....- ° 2, 376 113 524 
MOD BDOTIS HG saviaiea su siewau (oes osemccinsanleneewessweew.s ane 1GES0S! |..<ss00 Seanad TPIS! | escee once Per 10,652 
Flour, Of Wheat... eee ceeceeceeceeeceees ccccccccccene dss eesees [thas tare tnneen] oomnasenss eennnnesnces senees|ocencess oreeel 209 
Bal sscicom Osniieweacecs taeswsencesc gieiasialsineiviaies 90:08:.0%.00 e600 eeee| 872,555 7,664 1, 089, 402 9,260 | 848, 291 
PM osdvcsineseoces Sianevbiaieimcstice sein kan sevens] 49799 160 36, 006 54 | 45,326 
WUMERE © 505%cs000s0 jetsekeaws cakaalesapunes Sue ecsasaseses - . Cee eeceeeccee|ecce cece cnceecleces eeeeeee | 144 
DR iiicvases -cawaaes (i eckck seen nanieexs eee ee won| Pen Ser jai vbid dreteaaemecnies 2 
Potatoes....... ere SCA Gpeenued es eseecwenaoees ieansacec aad see cece eeees ol cece cece ccccetlccceccscccceeelsececceseeeees | 722 
Paper, folio and quarto post.... .s.ee- t cocccccccccces eccccccces | cocccececce ve rire eeeceees cocccccccccccslcoccecces eeceel 2, 370 
FOOISCAP..00ccccccccccccccccccccecevecs sisinginneseieisce ceeeeelereeceeececene joeeee sees teeleeee eee eees sereeeeees 58, 636 
PUNUNES cc0caeces rescues anes desisioviou cern ecwsieennes coenes |* teeccccelecceces teeeeeneeees 146 
Sheathing.....ccccccccccccscsccccecccesvccsece ccccccccees seer eeseeseees |ocesccsceccccslecsccrsccccecsleeesccscees “* 1,043 
i scesnseiadscicniiienics ia oni cestibice Sal picnic A alesse diishscl cicada claclitesaidiac tones 1,438 
Books, printed before 1775, ....cccccccccccccccccccscccccccvcevel® ecccce seeeleeeeeeeecceeeelecccceeesecseslessssesesesees| 64 
Other than English .....ccccectsccecececsceesccscesceccesisereees see occ eee cece leoceecceseseesleseseccesseess 1,503 

Latin or Greek, bound .....eececeeeenee ence eneeeeeeesen| see eereeeeeeel ees seeeees se ee cece cccccelevesccesens eee 366 

in boards....... idececessessovncee eocces Jeeeeee pine ccccee ccc ccccleccccces cocccceccccecs 203 

BN GUC, WOUND c cc.c0 se tibiniccnndssecs civetsdeesavecestuc | sossecive aes Licapbaacwanecnlesesseceees dal beinele died hemes 2,111 

in boards.......- sieainlsainie wg cwarecielasalaisie aim sieinieiele foacen Saiiels/aieie's RERASEE ORETE PS 5,091 

Glass, cut, and not specified ........ceeee cece cece ceeeeees pares Eadinainin vi cccccc[vccceces cocccleccccccscccces 590 
Other Articles. o.cccccccocescccsccsccccccccceseccccscccees | sacecwneeteess eescce sive WOKS eases Seensbes bacon heeRsemes 7,902 
ApOthecaries? Vials....csceccccccccccccccccsccsccssvesece | ere re ee | errs Rebaweleeceseee es caaclensa Saceveneee 2,974 
MOLE Ricigccsviesb is cbenseeanesicss schemes ease iSbeewwesses | 24,639 480 17,970 957 20, 253 
window......+. seas iat Apinbakvliss menunbetabeeess | 15,665 4 21, 466 240 9,165 
UNCUE, IM Plates. .cceccccccce cocccerccccvcvsscvsvssecees Pecaeee bcaecestacvetens wet eecloceswasuccdanshevesqace ecnnns 517 
demijohns. ..... ates cena erates iciueete casecee éciee ewes See eT Prdarucaawewelesacek tees paalevedes avenue 4,610 

Fish, dried or smoked..........+. pisewecedaleiesesdectvese scenes t L476 Joccccccccccecs ZOOL feccccccccccece 1,501 
salmon, pickled...... PawAD HCG S TUN Nese ae sseedsesienseenss SIS Nese eccoseseees eaEE feseccsnceseees 3,431 
MACKEN) PCKICDs 645 o:00:0:c00'0.00.0s00cesceeestednvesecaie Seal Wirilavancessancces HAD fisccaseceeenes 1,145 














Drawback 
payable. 


eeeeee 


eeeeee 


$9,516 
28,111 
189 
121 
27,831 
7,206 
1,651 
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STATEMENT—Continued. 



































1822. 1823. 1824, 
Species of merchandise. | Ema leet ais titan a Bs 
| Duties accru- Drawback Duties aceru- Drawback | Duties accru- | Drawback 
| ing. payable. ing. payable. ing. | payable. 
{ | 
i er | —|_—_——— 
Fish, other, pickled. 2... sseeeseeceseeeeesecreecececccsceee cess $156 |. ..cccvevccees $295 J..ccccccccecs $632 Seen 
Shoes, silk......ceeeeceeseeveevecees ccccescccccvccecececccee 1,080 $47 1,390 $860 492 | $206 
all other.....- seyeebenbnessRebhee pees eae ees peeeeoueaes 2,259 469 1,408 636 1 | 276 
Boots and bootees....+++++seeseees oe ee eeeeeeceecccccescecs sees) 185 26 | 681 500 335 | 95 
Cigars...... ccssees sppbeeesbaeneneec SpaEhbPaP Abo woah aeseesceee 56, 758 6,401 | 43,639 6,644 36, 378 9, 996 
Playing cards. ..seseseeeeeees POrrrrrrrrrrr retirees steeeeeeees| 254 Jeccoce teeeeees!| QO focccccccecs +e 1 en ae 
Discriminating duty on French vessels ....eeececceseeceesecceee! BF A oeeseees tenses! 7,184 eiauninaadomy: \eccebciaacean 54 
| 
| oats 
TO sos casvenscdsne Sor ee ceseees| 24,066,069 2,851, 196 | 22, 409, 183 4,552, 665 25, 485, 631 4,277, 923 
| } 











JOSEPH NOURSE, Register, 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, March 8, 1826. 
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DUTY ON IMPORTED SPIRITS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MARCH 21, 1826. 


Mr. Fixpiay, from the Committee on Agriculture, to whom were referred the memorials of a number of 
agriculturists in Pennsylvania, and the court, grand jury, and bar of Franklin county, in the same 
State, praying that the importation of foreign spirits may be prohibited, or the duties thereon 
increased, so as they may, in their operation, be nearly tantamount to an entire prohibition, made 


the following report: 


That the subject embraced in the memorials appear to involve important interests, which deserve 
the attentive consideration of those who are intrusted with the guardianship of the public prosperity. 
Whatever partiality may be felt by the representatives of different States for those interests which are 
especially committed to their care, there is a higher obligation upon each to guard with scrupulous 
attention the interests of the whole community; the great purposes for the establishment of this Govern- 
ment having been to promote, within its constitutional sphere, the common defence and general welfare. 
It is impossible that any measure of practical utility, which is incompatible with the general good, can be 
justified upon the principles that established our Federal compact; as in the simplest form of government, 
each individual surrenders a portion of his natural liberty to the society he joins for the sake of securing 
the higher advantages derived from its protection, so in a compact of States, each must agree to forego 
a portion of those privileges, which they might have possessed in a state of unqualified sovereignty, for 
the sake of the common protection and general interests. It may be further observed, that any associa- 
tion or compact, from the pettiest corporation to the most enlarged organization of political government, 
having its origin in that first law of nature, self-preservation, must be calculated, as well as intended, to 
promote the common interest of its members, but this common interest being the aggregate of all the 
particular interests, each must be taken into consideration in important measures of legislation; and when- 
ever any one of the particular interests can be advanced without prejudice to the other, there cannot be a 
doubt as to the duty of the Government. 

The proposition contained in the memorials appears clearly to belong to this class of cases; and it 
becomes, therefore, unnecessary to determine, by any development of first principles, even if that were 
practicable, how far Governments might safely go to promote any one of its particular interests at the 
expense of others. 

The particular interests of the United States admit of a very natural and obvious division into three 
classes, which is adopted by universal consent for their designation, viz: the agricultural, manufacturing, 
and commercial; these predominate in different sections of the Union, according to their peculiarities of 
soil, climate, and position; and it seems now to be generally conceded that the true policy of the Govern- 
ment requires that its fostering care should be extended to all. It will readily be granted that the 
agricultural interests stand foremost in importance, and that it is of the utmost consequence for every 
nation which has a capacity for agriculture to take all possible care that it shall not languish. In the 
United States the agricultural interest admits of a division, which is essential to a correct understanding 
of the subject now under consideration. Our great agricultural staples are small grain, cotton, and tobacco; 
and it so happens that the regions of country adapted to the growth of cotton and tobacco are also more 
or less capable of growing small grain; the people of those sections, therefore, derive an important 
advantage from being able to accommodate their productions to the fluctuations of the demand for them 
in foreign markets, and are, consequently, less exposed to the depressions that will be occasionally felt in 
those regions which have a less diversified capacity of production; hence arises this difference in our 
agricultural interests. All that portion of our country which is adapted only to the production of bread- 
stuffs being dependent on the foreign demand for a single production, is liable to a serious depression of 
its productive industry, while no inconvenience may be felt where the dependence is upon a demand for 
either of several products. 
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In addition to this advantage, it may be observed that the growers of cotton and tobacco have, from 
peculiar causes, the exclusive benefit of the home market for their products, while foreign spirits are 
everywhere introduced on the seaboard, and penetrate far into the country, to the exclusion of the only 
form of the staples of the grain region that could be made to bear the expense of transportation from the 
interior. 

Your committee would briefly advert to the state of the foreign market for the products of the grain 
growing States; and also to that for the products of the cotton and tobacco region, in illustration of the 
declining state of the former and the increasing prosperity of the latter. 

In three years, commencing on the Ist of October, 1802, and ending on the 30th of September, 1805, 
the annual average of flour exported was 966,000 barrels. The annual average of the same article 
exported in three years, commencing on the Ist of October, 1821, and ending on the 30th of September, 
1824, was 8,500 barrels. The annual average value of flour, Indian and rye meal, ship-bread, and small 
grain, exported in the three years last mentioned, was collectively $6,500,000. 

The annual average value of cotton and tobacco exported in the three years first above mentioned 
was $9,000,000; and the annual average value of those articles exported in the three years ending on 
the 30th of September, 1824, was $28,000,000. These statements, extracted from official documents, 
though made in round numbers, sufficiently approximate to correctness to prove that the foreign demand 
for cotton and tobacco has rapidly and vastly increased to the great advantage of our country. They 
also clearly demonstrate the declension of the foreign demand for breadstuffs, and that the agricultural 
industry of the region which is only adapted to the production of small grain must have suffered, and 
are suffering alarming discouragements; and, if it be in the power of the government, there can surely be 
no want of motive to provide a remedy. A constant and a profitable demand for agricultural products 
will alone insure at all times an abundant supply, than which nothing can more effectually give life and 
activity to commerce and manufactures. But as the foreign demand for our surplus breadstuffs is so 
limited as scarcely to leave any motive for producing a surplus, unless an increased demand shall be 
found in the home market, there must be inevitably a very great and serious diminution of the quantity 
produced. 

It rarely indeed happens that the people of any country are so circumstanced as not to have the 
almost exclusive advantage of their home market for their agricultural products, and hence it is that 
legislative provisions on this subject are less frequent than those intended to promote the interests of 
commerce and manufactures; but when such an event does occur it becomes highly important that its 
consequences should be guarded against. 

If the enlarged systems of internal improvement contemplated by several of the States shall be 
carried into effect, so as to enable the agriculturists of the interior to send their breadstuffs, with little 
expense for transportation, to the commercial towns of the seaboard, still there will be, under any circum- 
stances, 1 great inequality in the rewards for agricultural labor, and our immense capacity of ihe interior 
country to produce will be unimproved, and great resources of individual and national wealth remain 
wholly dormant, so that whether we regard the peculiar situation of the foreign market for breadstuffs at 
this time, or the actual condition of our agriculture in a large portion of the grain regions under any 
change of the foreign market that could take place, there is still an adequate motive for securing the 
benefits of the home market for the growers of grain. This motive is strengthened by the consideration 
that the foreign demand for breadstuffs is not under our control. These articles of first necessity, unlike 
those the demand for which may be increased or diminished by the fluctuations of fashion, are limited by 
the natural wants of man, and for which the foreign market cannot be extended, either by the efforts of 
the Government or by the most enlightened commercial enterprise. . 

The position of the memorialists, that the agriculturists of the grain region largely contribute to the 
support and protection of commerce, and that it affords them a very limited market for their products, is 
sustained by the foregoing statements and others that shall be noticed. To present a fuller view of their 
sentiments on this part of the subject the following is extracted from their memorial: 

“Without intending to reflect censure on your predecessors, we can with truth state that great and 
regular attention have always been given by Congress to foreign commerce, marked by numerous and 
large appropriations of the public money to objects for the promotion of its prosperity. Light-houses 
have been erected for its accommodation, and a Navy created and maintained at a vast, if not extravagant, 
expense to the nation for its protection, while nothing has been done, directly, for the interests of the 
agriculturists in tuis and the other grain growing States. They have, it is true, derived some benefit 
from the late tariff, which might be increased by an extension of the system. The benefits which they 
indirectly receive from foreign commerce are more than counterbalanced by the proportional part of the 
expense which they contribute to maintain it, as but a small part of their products find a market through 
the channel or agency of this commerce; still they do not expect or require its entire abandonment, as it 
may be advantageous, if not indispensable, to other sections of the Union. It is, however, an incontro- 
vertible fact, that the part of this commerce which imports articles from other countries that compete 
with and frequently supersede the use of the products of their own soil and labor, either in their raw or 
manufactured state, is highly injurious to their interests. This would not be the effect if other countries 
did not impose restrictions and adopt prohibitions for the protection of their internal industry, and which 
effect ought to be removed by countervailing restrictions and prohibitions. Under existing circumstances, 
therefore, they consider this part of the foreign commerce as a heavy grievance, which is heightened by 
the reflection that they,.as being part owners, as it were, of the National Treasury, have to contribute 
their share of the expenditures which uphold and protect it” 

The annual expenses of maintaining the Navy, together with those for ambassadors, consuls, &c., 
all for the purposes of foreign commerce, amount to about one-half of the value of breadstuffs annually 
exported; to which might be added the expenses of the late war with Great Britain, a consequence of this 
commerce, and from which future wars are more likely to arise than from any other source. 

There is no certain data from which the number of agriculturists exclusively engaged in growing 
small grain can be accurately ascertained, but a generai view of that portion of our country not calcu- 
lated for the growing of cotton and tobacco would justify the inference that they are more than one- 
half of the agriculturists in the Union, and perhaps the one-half of our federal numbers; but, whatever 
their relative number may be to that of the whole population, they must necessarily contribute nearly in 
that proportion to the expenses of upholding this commerce, from which they derive comparatively small 
advantages. 

These circumstances present a strong claim on the Government to accede to the proposition of the 
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memorialists for the extension of the home market for their agricultural products. Besides, it is generally 
admitted that this market, for the extent to which it may be carried for any of the products of the soil, 
either in their crude or manufactured state, is more important and more certain than a foreign one. The 
latter, as we have oftentimes experienced, is liable to fluctuations, and frequently depends on the caprice 
or good will of foreign nations, while the former depends much upon our own internal regulations. Sound 
policy, therefore, seems to dictate that such articles as our country does produce, or has the capacity to 
produce, should receive governmental protection from foreign competition, which, though it might occasion 
a temporary inconvenience to some sections of the Union, they ultimately would be more than remuner- 
ated by the reduction of the price and improved quality of the articles arising from the home competition 
that the protection would afford. 

Agriculture, manufactures, and commerce have successfully grown up and flourished in other countries 
under a system of rigorous exclusion or high taxation on foreign articles, and the beneficial effects of the 
principle has, in many cases, been experienced in our own, as in the growing of cotton, and particularly 
in the coarse manufacture of the article. 

It may, however, be alleged that the duty on imported cotton was imposed for the purpose of revenue 
and not for the encouragement or protection of the growers of the article, which, were it conceded, would 
not affect the principle, as it is the consequences of a measure and not the motive by which it was adopted 
that tests its utility. It is a fact, as important as it is notorious, that, previous to the imposition of this 
duty, we did not grow a sufficient quantity of cotton for domestic supply ; the inference, therefore, is 
irresistible that this protection was the most efficient cause of there now being not only an abundance 
for this supply, at a reduced price, but the surplus exceeds in value any of our articles of export. The 
same result is witnessed as to the coarse manufactures of it, both as to supply and reduction of price, and 
which have also become articles of export. The success of our ship building and navigation, the effects 
of discriminating duties, is, it is believed, unparalleled in the annals of the world. It ought not to be a 
question in this system of protection what proportion the duty shall bear to the value of the article on 
which it may be imposed; the only principle to be observed is, that it be commensurate to the object, as 
it has been in those cases. It is probable, in those cases, the growers, the manufacturers, the shipbuilders, 
and navigators could now safely dispense with the whole or part of the protection which has been afforded 
to those branches of industry, but for which they could not have commenced the respective pursuits with 
profit to themselves or advantage to their country. 

As similar causes, by a parity of reasoning, will produce similar effects, it is fair to infer that the 
principle may be successfully applied to domestic spirits, and which equal justice requires should not be 
withheld. It is true that duties have been imposed on all kinds of imported spirits, whether for the pur- 
pose of revenue or protection is unnecessary to inquire, as it is sufficient to know the fact that they are 
too low to afford the efficient protection sought for by the memorialists, and which has been given to other 
domestic articles. 

By the official reports of the Treasury Department, the annual average of imported spirits for the 
three years ending on the 30th of September, 1824, consumed in the United States, may be stated in round 
numbers at 4,500,000 gallons. Hence, it is evident that the present duties are an inadequate protection, 
and their augmentation or an express prohibition of the importation of spirits is necessary to effect the 
object. 
The substitution of domestic for the foreign spirits annually consumed would, in the grain region, 
raise the value of improved land by the increased demand for its products, promote the profits of agricul- 
ture, and add to the national wealth the amount of the first cost of the foreign spirits, the annual average 
value of which, for the three years ending on the 30th of September, 1824, was $2,128,100, and also the 
expenses of their importation, which, together, amount to more than one-third of the sum which we annually 
receive from foreign markets for breadstuffs of every description. 

It is worthy of remark that, as more than the five-sixths of the imported spirits are distilled from 
other materials than grain, the diminution of their consumption could not affect the foreign market in any 
material degree for breadstuffs. The contemplated extension of the home market would stimulate the 
industry of the grain growers, increase the competition, and excite emulation among the distillers in 
improving the quality of domestic spirits, so that they might soon obtain a preference for home con- 
sumption and become a profitable export. 

These facts and reflections forcibly suggest the policy of this extension, if it can be effected consist- 
ently with the interest of other pursuits of industry, and which is not expected on any other condition, 
as would appear from the following extract from one of the memorials. 

In answer to an anticipated objection, “that the measure might militate against the interests of other 
portions of the Union,” the memorialists state: 

“That it could not possibly affect those as much as the part of commerce alluded to does the interests 
of the grain States; and as the Constitution is the offspring of mutual concession, it is expected to be 
administered in the same spirit, by removing any pressure which may bear peculiarly hard on particular 
districts, so that, by consulting the various interests of the different parts, the welfare of the whole may 
be promoted.” 

It has been shown that the advantages which the agriculturists of the grain region derive from the 
foreign market for their products do not correspond with their proportion of the expense of protecting the 
commerce through which the market is obtained; and it remains to be inquired whether any injury would 
be done, by the adoption of the measure under consideration, to the commercial, manufacturing, or other 
branches of the agricultural interests of our country. 

The unlimited capacity of the country to supply the demand will be a constant security against any 
material advance of the price of spirits, if that could be an objection. 

The stimulus which the measure would give to the industry of the grain region must be to increase, 
in the same proportion, their ability to purchase and consume, not only the products of other regions in 
the United States, but also a greater quantity of those foreign articles from which the revenues of the 
Government are derived. In case it should in any degree diminish foreign commerce, it would promote 
the commerce between the States and increase our coasting trade. It is not, therefore, easy to perceive 
that it would be productive of injury to either of those interests. If, however, any should arise, they 
must appear trivial when compared with the positive good that would result from the measure to the 
people of the grain region. 

Still, if a more attentive consideration of this subject should lead to the conclusion that any advantage 
would occur to the commercial and manufacturing interests by confining the prohibition to consumption 
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only, to which opinion part of your committee strongly inclines, believing that such regulations may 
be adopted as will secure the great purpose of the prohibition, without interfering to prevent importations 
of foreign spirits for reshipment, there could not be any well founded objection to such a modification. 

The net annual average revenue arising from foreign distilled spirits for the three years ending on 
the 31st of December, 1824, was $2,034,965. If, therefore, it should be apprehended that their total and 
sudden prohibition would produce a temporary diminution of the revenue that would be inconvenient to 
the Treasury, that consequence might be obviated by giving the prohibition a prospective operation, and, 
in the mean time, the imposition of a very moderate duty upon domestic spirits would supply the loss, 
which duty might afterwards be repealed or continued as the condition of the Treasury might require. 
The advantage derived to the growers of the grain and the manufacturers of domestic spirits from the 
exclusive possession of the home market would be so much greater than the amount of a duty, equivalent 
to that which is now received from the imposts on foreign spirits, that it would neither be felt or com- 

lained of, if the mode of its collection should be free from the odious features of an European excise. 

In the year 1815 there were 11,149,169 gallons of domestic spirits distilled, subject to specific duties. 
The number of gallons which the distilleries yielded in which the duty was paid, or the capacity of the 
stills employed therein, cannot be ascertained with precision, but taking the proportion which this duty 
bears to the aggregate revenue that accrued from domestic spirits as a basis of calculation, they are 
found to be upwards of 3,000,000. The quantity therefore distilled in the year may be safely stated to 
have been at least 14,500,000 gallons, more than the nine-tenths of which were from domestic materials. 
The revenue which accrued thereon was $3,232,806. If to the number of gallons be added that of foreign 
spirits now annually consumed in the United States, viz: 4,500,000, the place of which would, in case of 
prohibition, be supplied by a like quantity of domestic spirits, it will be found that a small duty per gallon 
will be equal to the whole revenue now derived from imposts on foreign spirits, which offers an ample 
remedy for every possible inconvenience to the Treasury that could, upon any supposition, result from the 
measure proposed. 

Jt would, therefore, appear from the views which have been taken of the subject that the adoption of 
the measure would be highly beneficial to a very numerous class of citizens whose pursuits have claims 
to the fostering care of the Government, at least equal to those of any other, and that it could not be 
peculiarly detrimental to any, nor incompatible with the general interests, or produce any inconvenience 
to the Treasury. 

The majority of the committee, however, being opposed to an express prohibition of the importation 
of foreign spirits, and as a bill cannot constitutionally originate in the Senate to increase the duties 
thereon, they have directed their chairman to report the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee be discharged from the further consideration of the memorials. 





19TH Coneress. | No. 752. [1st Sesston, 








FRAUDS UPON THE REVENUE LAWS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 23, 1826. 


Treasury Department, March 22, 1826. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 27th December last, directing 
the Secretary of the Treasury to inform the House whether “any, and what, deviations from the instructions 
given by the Department, or from the course prescribed by law, for securing and collecting the duties on 
imports and tonnage, have recently taken place; and whether any, and what, extraordinary losses 
have been or are likely to be sustained by the Government in consequence of such deviations, or from any 
other cause; stating particularly the circumstances attending them, so far as they may have come to the 
knowledge of the Department; and whether any, and what, steps have been taken by any officer of the 
Government in relation to any such losses, if such have occurred,” I have the honor to transmit herewith 
a letter from the Comptroller of the Treasury, dated the 9th of January, with the documents numbered 
from 1 to 21, inclusive, which accompanied it. Under the act of Congress of the 8th of May, 1792, the 
superintendence of the collection of the duties on impost and tonnage has been assigned to the Comp- 
troller, and is performed by that officer under the direction of the Secretary. Hence, it was from that 
officer that the information called for by the resolution was in the first instance to be sought; and the 
letter and documents above mentioned furnish all of which the Department was in possession at the 
period when the letter bears date. 

But the documents up to that epoch being limited and unsatisfactory in their bearing upon the recent 
transactions at the custom-house in Philadelphia, to which it was believed the resolution of the House 
particularly pointed, it was deemed proper to pursue a course which might give promise of shedding upon 
them more ample light. Accordingly a commission was instituted for the purpose of conducting an 
inquiry into these transactions in a manner the most full and rigid, through the instrumentality of a 
person specially deputed to proceed from this city for the execution of the trust. Power was given to 
him to examine upon oath the Collector and all the other officers of the customs at Philadelphia, down to 
the most subordinate agents in anywise connected with the business of that establishment, as well as to 
seek insight into the transactions, from whatever other sources it might be practicable to obtain it. He 
was also directed to scrutinize the books, records, and papers of the establishment, without limit as to 
time, to the end that the Government might be fully informed of the modes in which the public business was 
transacted there. The Commissioner selected was Samuel Harrison Smith, esq., and the precise nature 
of the instructions given to him upon all points will be seen from copies of them subjoined hereto, dated 
January 5 and 10, and by the copy of a letter to the Collector, dated January 6. The enclosures 
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referred to in the letter of instructions of the 5th of January are also transmitted, numbered from 1 to 
10, and marked A, B, ©, and D. The manner in which the duty was performed by the Commissioner wil] 
appear from his report to this Department, dated January 26, with the documents annexed to it, numbered 
from L to 79, and from the papers marked A, B, C, and D. This report and the documents constitute the 
whole of the information as yet obtained in relation to the transactions in question. 

In regard to the losses likely to be sustained by the Government in consequence of these transactions, 
it is apprehended that they will be considerable, though they cannot be spoken of with any precision or 
certainty at the present juncture. Much will depend upon the issue of suits at law pending or still to be 
brought by the Government against the property held by Edward Thompson before his failure, the prior 
claim to which, as asserted by the United States, is contested by private creditors. Every step which 
the law will warrant has already been taken, and will continue to be adopted, by the proper officers of 
the Government, to sustain the interests of the United States under this conflict of claims, and no measure 
pretermitted which their just rights demand. The most valuable part of the property of Mr. Thompson 
consisted of five ships, which, with their cargoes, were expected to arrive at Philadelphia during the 
present and ensuing months, until July, on homeward voyages from Canton. It was deemed important to 
the interests of the Government that these ships should arrive at Philadelphia without having their 
destination intercepted. Measures were accordingly put in train to effect this object. Three revenue 
cutters were despatched to sea, under proper instructions, to bring the ships into the Delaware, and it is 
satisfactory to be able to state that two of them, with which the cutters fell in, have already arrived at 
Philadelphia, a result the more satisfactory as it is known that measures were taken to turn them aside 
from this destination. The cutters are under orders to resume their cruising stations and keep a vigilant 
look-out for the ships still to come. 

I have the honor to remain, with the greatest respect, sir, your obedient servant, 


RICHARD RUSH. 
The Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





Treasury Department, Comptroller’s Office, January 9, 1826. 


Sm: In compliance with the resolution of the House of Representatives, which you referred to me, 
and which is in the following words: “ Resolved, that the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to inform 
this House whether any, and what, deviations from the instructions given by that Department, or from 
the course prescribed by law for securing and collecting the duties on imports and tonnage, have recently 
taken place, and whether any, and what, extraordinary !osses have been, or are likely to be, sustained by 
the Government in consequence of such deviations, or from any other cause; stating, particularly, the 
circumstances attending them, so far as they may have come to the knowledge of the Department, and 
whether any, and what, steps have been taken by any officer of the Government in relation to any such 
losses, if such have occurred,” I have the honor to state that this Department of the Treasury has not 
been advised of any recent deviation from any instructions given by it, or from the course prescribed by 
law for securing and collecting the duties on imports and tonnage. Presuming, however, that the 
resolution may have special reference to a transaction that has recently happened at Philadelphia, 
respecting a quantity of teas which had been taken from the custom-house or other stores by Edward 
Thomson and his agents, without the requisite permits having been obtained, I take leave to state that, 
from a careful examination of the records of this Department, it does not appear that the question has 
ever been submitted to its consideration, or that instructions have been given to the officers of the 
customs, whether, when teas deposited in public or other stores, under the provisions of the 62d section 
of the collection law of the 2d of March, 1799, the certificates required to be issued under the 41st section 
of that law were to be delivered to the proprietor, importer, or consignee, after the chests shall have been 
inspected, marked, branded, weighed, &c., in the manner required by the 39th section, or not until after 
bonds with sureties shall have been given for the duties and permits obtained for the delivery of the teas 
out of the public or other stores. In the correspondence, however, between this Department and the 
Collector at Philadelphia, in relation to the case of Edward Thomson, the course which the law seemed 
to authorize, the practice under it, and the course which showld be adopted in the delivery of those 
certificates were incidentally noticed, as will be seen by reference to my letter to the Collector under date 
of the 3d ultimo. It may be proper to remark that the act of 1799 must have received a practical 
construction by the Collectors upon the first importation of teas into the United States after the passage 
of that act; and although the construction thus given where teas were imported was not in every port 
the same, with respect to the ¢ime at which certificates were to be given under the 41st section of that 
act, yet it does not appear that this Department had at any time been advised of the construction so 
given, nor of any difficulties having occurred under the construction which had thus been given by the 
Collectors, until the recent case of Edward Thomson, of Philadelphia. 

No instructions have been given to the Collector at Philadelphia, from this office, respecting the 
bonding of the teas imported by Edward Thomson, or as to the security proper to be taken. The 62d 
section of the collection law of 1799 having given the Cellectors of the ports where the duties upon 
imported goods accrue authority to take bonds ¢o their satisfaction, this Department has not considered 
itself authorized to give the Collectors any instructions on that point, or to interfere in any manner 
therewith. The information that has been obtained from the Collector is not such as to enable this 
Department at present to form an opinion as to what losses have been, or are likely to be, sustained. 
The whole of the information which has been received at this office upon the subject, and copies of my 
correspondence with several of the Collectors, in relation to the teas taken out of the stores by Mr. 
Thomson and his agents, and of their answers, are herewith transmitted, being as follows: 

1, 2, 3, 4. Copies of the letters addressed to you by the Collector at Philadelphia and the District 
Attorney, under date of the 22d and 30th of November and 1st of December, 1825, and which you referred 
to me. 

5. Copy of the instructions of this Department on the preceding letters. 

6. Copy of the petition addressed to you by Benjamin W. Richards, one of the firm, and in behalf of 
Joshua and William Lippincott & Co., of Philadelphia, which you also referred to me. 

1. Copy of the instructions of this Department to the Collector at Philadelphia, on the subject of said 
petition. 
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8. Copy of the letter of the Collector at Philadelphia, dated December 6, 1825, with the statement 
which was enclosed in it. 

9. Copy of the letter of the Collector at Philadelphia, dated December 12, 1825. 

10. Copy of the letter of the Collector at Philadelphia, dated December 13, 1825. 

11. Copy of the letter of the Collector at Philadelphia, dated December 17, 1825, with copies of the 
endorsements thereon. 

12. Copy of the letter of the Collector at Philadelphia, dated December 23, 1825. 

13. Copy of the letter addressed to this Department by the Collector at Boston, with copies of his 
correspondence with the Collector at Philadelphia and the District Attorney at Boston. 

14. Copy of a letter addressed to this Department by the Collector at Baltimore, on the 5th of 
December, 1825, stating the circumstances under which he had seized some teas, being part of those 
taken out of store by Edward Thomson, without having previously obtained a permit therefor. 

15. Copy of the application of Martin Gillet to this Department to have his teas released, which had 
been seized by the Collector at Baltimore, and of this officer’s statement subjoined thereto. 

16. Copy of the answer of this Department to the Collector at Baltimore, dated December 20, 1825. 

17. Copy of a letter addressed to this Department by John Hone, of the house of I. & P. Hone & Co., 
of New York, stating the manner in which they became possessed of some of the teas imported by 
Edward Thomson. 

18. Copy of the opinion of the Attorney General of the United States, stating his views as to the 
proceedings to be adopted in the different cases. 

19. Copy of the instructions given to the District Attorneys at Boston, New York, Philadelphia, and 
Baltimore by this Department, under your directions, in accordance with the views of the Attorney General. 

20. Copy of a letter from the Collector at Philadelphia, dated January 2, 1826, stating that the teas 
in the possession of Haggerty, Austin & Co., at New York, had been seized without recourse having been 
had to forcible means. 

21. Copy of a letter from the Collector at Baltimore, dated January 6, 1826, respecting the disposition 
of the teas seized in his district. 

The resolution of Congress which you referred to me is also returned herewith. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
JOS. ANDERSON, Comptroller. 





Hon. Ricuarp Rusu. 





Treasury DEPARTMENT, January 5, 1826. 


Sir: The late failure of Edward Thompson, a merchant of Philadelphia, having been preceded by the 
surreptitious removal from the custody of the custom-house of large quantities of teas, imported by him, 
before the duties had been paid or secured, it has become necessary to make inquiry into the causes of a 
transaction so extraordinary, and one by which the United States are likely to sustain a heavy pecuniary 
loss. 

The Collector of the Customs at Philadelphia has already given such an account of them as was in 
his power, and there is no reason to distrust the fidelity of his narrative; yet it does not throw upon the 
transaction the light that is desirable, and it is therefore deemed proper to institute a scrutiny more 
thorough and comprehensive, with a view to the fullest development of facts that may be possible. The 
President, in entire reliance upon your ability and discretion, has selected you for the performance of this 
trust. 

All the facts that have as yet transpired relative to this transaction are contained in a series of 
letters to this Department from the Collector and District Attorney at Philadelphia. Copies of these, 
numbered from 1 to 10, are enclosed, and afford, with other documents that will be mentioned, all the 
information upon the subject of which the Department is in possession. The letter from the Collector of 
December 12, addressed to the Comptroller, is, as you will perceive, that which chiefly purports to explain 
the manner in which the teas were taken off, or otherwise lost; and that of the 6th of the same month 
states the amount missing, being, as would appear in the whole, more than seventeen thousand boxes, all 
sizes included. 

The 21st section of the collection law of March 2, 1799, making it the duty of the Surveyor, among 
other things, to ascertain the quantity of all teas imported and grant certificates for the same, you will 
examine that officer at Philadelphia with great particularity, as to the manner in which he has usually 
executed this part of his duty, and especially in reference to all the teas imported by Edward Thompson, 
and missing as above. If there have been any departures from the law under this head, either by the 
Surveyor himself or those employed under him, you will be careful to have them stated exactly, with the 
name or names of the officers or persons privy to such departures. 

It being the duty of the same officer to place inspectors on board of vessels on their arrival at his 
port, you will also inquire into the manner in which he has usually executed this part of his duty, and 
especially in reference to the vessels in which the teas in question were imported. If there have been 
any departures from the law under this head by the Surveyor himself, or those employed under him, you 
will, in like manner, be careful to have them stated exactly, with the name or names of the officers or 
persons privy to such departures. 

It being his duty to ascertain whether the goods imported in any ship or vessel, and the deliveries 
thereof agreeably to the inspector’s returns, correspond with the permits for landing the same, you will 
inquire into the manner in which he has usually executed this part of his duty, and especially in reference 
to the teas imported as above. If there have been any departures from the law under this head, by the 
Surveyor himself, or those acting under him, you will be careful to have them stated exactly, with the 
name or names of the officers or persons privy to such departures. 

It being his duty to see that no goods are deliveréd from any vessel without a permit for that purpose, 
you will examine into the manner in which he has usually executed this part of his duty, and especially 
in reference to the teas imported as above. If there have been any departures from the law under this 
head by the Surveyor himself, or those employed under him, you will be careful to state them exactly, 
with the name or names of the officers or persons privy to such departures. 

It being his duty to superintend and direct all inspectors, and report weekly to the Collector the 
names of such as may be absent from or neglect to do their duty, you will inquire into the manner in 
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which he has usually executed this part of his duty, and especially in reference to the safeguard of the 
teas imported as above. If there have been any departures from the law by the Surveyor under this head 
you will be careful also to have them stated exactly. 

You will question him as to what has been the course usually pursued by the officers of the customs 
in Philadelphia in storing spirits, wines, and teas, as provided by the 62d section of the collection law, 
and in delivering the same from store. You will next ascertain if any course was pursued in reference to 
the teas in question other than that prescribed by law; was any indulgence granted which the law does not 
sanction; and if so, under what circumstances, to what extent, and, above all, by what officer or officers, 

The same section of the collection law declaring that no teas shall be delivered from store but in 
presence of an inspector, or person deputed by him, and under the authority of a permit, by whose 
omission, neglect, or connivance did it happen that so large a quantity could have been illegally 
withdrawn? ‘These, also, are points to which your attention will be particularly directed. In endeavor- 
ing to probe them, as well as every other part of the case, you will not content yourself with the 
examination of the Surveyor only, but will examine all the other officers of the establishment, as you may 
see occasion, including the highest and descending to the lowest—the Collector, the Naval Officer, the 
inspectors, any or all of them, the weighers, the measurers, the gaugers. All their examinations will be 
reduced to writing and sworn to before a magistrate, each person as called being previously advised that 
his answers are to be under oath. 

The letter of the Collector (No. 1) of November 22 states that he was unable at that time to ascertain 
the amount of teas surreptitiously taken, from not being able to obtain the importer’s keys, who alleged 
that they were in the hands of the Messrs. Lippincotts, who refused to deliver them up on the ground of 
assignments made to them by Mr. Thomson of a quantity of teas in store. You will hence make careful 
inquiry into this matter, getting all the light that may be obtainable as to the nature of these assignments, 
All that is known of them here is contained in three papers enclosed, marked A, B, and C; the first, a 
memorial presented to the Department on behalf of the above firm, dated December the 7th; the second, 
a report from the Collector upon that memorial, dated December the 13th; the third, an affidavit of Edward 
Thomson, dated December 31st.* 

The letter of the Collector of December 1, stating that he had been sued by this firm for refusing to 
deliver over to them teas in store at Philadelphia, some that were seized in the river at that port, and a 
further quantity seized at New York, it will be proper also to make inquiry into these particulars from 
any of the witnesses who may be able to throw light upon them. 

In stating that you are to examine any or all of the officers of the customs as you may see fit, it is 
not intended to limit you to these. If the names of any other persons likely to give useful information 
become known to you, you will examine them also, provided they be willing to give their depositions. 
From the Collector’s letter of the 12th of December it appears that Mr. Thomson had, on several occasions, 
taken teas from store before they were bonded; that whilst his vessels were discharging, quantities of 
boxes were not put into store at all, but sent away from the pavement in front of the stores where they 
were laid down by the porters. Hence these porters may be able to state facts not yet known from other 
sources. 

It appears from the same letter that Mr. Thomson was enabled, at other times, to avail himself of the 
fact of one custom-house key opening the locks of several different stores; that, some of these stores 
containing teas that were bonded and others teas that were not bonded, he was enabled, under a permis- 
sion to enter the former, to go with the same key to the latter, and thus send away teas not bonded. You 
will hence direct your inquiries into this part of the practice of the custom-house, ascertaining how it has 
happened that, under any circumstances, importers are permitted to go to the stores unattended by an 
officer, and through whose omissions or neglect they were so frequented on the present occasion, mention- 
ing the names of all who stand thus implicated. 

It is not intended, by any of the questions that I have propounded, to exclude others that may occur 
when you shall have entered upon the investigation before you. Only an imperfect knowledge of the 
transaction to be inquired into is possessed as yet at this Department, and it may be that ramifications of 
it are still to be laid open, towards which you will give to your interrogations such further scope or new 
direction as events and disclosures, when you are on the spot, may indicate as expedient and judicious. 

The witnesses in every instance must be explicitly questioned as to their knowledge of the existence 
of any collision between any of the officers of the custom-house and Mr. Thomson, or as to any connexion 
or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, indications, or appearances, pointing to just suspicions 

under this head. 

Whilst the main object of your scrutiny will consist in endeavors to find out the truth in all its 
bearings of these late extraordinary occurrences respecting the teas, so as to know in what quarters the 
neglect rests, or the guilt, if there has been guilt, you will not confine yourself to these occurrences, it 
being the President’s desire to be informed through you of the true state of the custom-house at Philadel- 
phia, on any or all such matters connected with the transaction of the public business there as the close 
inspection which you will have of its affairs may suggest as pertinent and useful. To this end the 
Collector will be instructed to lay open to your view all the books, accounts, and papers of the establish- 
ment for as long a period as you may find it necessary to look into them, and to afford you every other 
facility that you may stand in need of towards the most ample fulfillment of this trust. Full confidence is 
felt that it will be executed in your hands so as to elicit all the light that may be practicable, and in 
modes the most appropriate and unexceptionable. 

It may be proper that you should show the Collector these instructions. Upon his integrity every 
reliance is placed. 

You will remain in Philadelphia as long as may be necessary to give completeness and efficiency to 
your investigations, and when closed you will be pleased to draw up a report of them as full as may 
comport with your convenience, addressed to me, to be laid before the President. 

It only remains for me to add that, should you stand in need of legal advice in prosecuting any part 
of this investigation, the District Attorney, Mr. Ingersoll, who has already been actively engaged in 
looking to the interests of the United States upon this occasion, will be instructed to furnish it to you. 

I have the honor to remain, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 


Samvuet Harrison Suiru, Esq., Washington City, D. C. 


* See paper marked D, with enclosures E, F, G, and H, in further relation to this part of tie subject. 
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PHILADELPHIA, January 26, 1826. 


On my arrival in Philadelphia, having, without delay, had an interview with the Collector, the Naval 
Officer, and Surveyor, I invited from them a general statement of the recent transactions of the custom- 
house connected with the failure of Edward Thomson. A statement of this description was promptly 
rendered by each of those officers, for which see documents numbered 1, 2, and 3. This led the way to a 
more particular and detailed inquiry, which is embraced by the documents numbered from 4 to 57, both 
inclusive, which exhibit the results of an examination of all the officers of the customs, with the exception 
of J. H. Fisler, an inspector, who was absent at New York on public business, until the moment of my 
departure, as well in regard to the aforesaid transactions as to the general administration of the custom- 
house. 

Document No. 58 is the deposition of the head porter employed by Mr. Thomson, under whose 
superintendence all the teas were taken from the wharves on which they were first landed. 

In an early stage of the inquiry I was invited by Mr. Thomson to a personal interview, in which he 
professed not only a willingness, but a solicitude to make the most unreserved disclosures. ‘The offer was 
accepted, the fruits of which appear in documents numbered 179. 

This offer, in connexion with incidents disclosed in the progress of my researches, led me to invite 
(see X) a voluntary statement from Peter Mackie, Charles Mackie, and Barclay Arney, the clerks of Mr. 
Thomson, which they furnished, as shown in the documents numbered 65, 66, and 67, with an accompanying 
letter from Richard Renshaw and Peter Mackie, assignees of Edward Thomson. 

Having been advised by the attorney of the district that the counsel of Messrs. J. & W. Lippincott 
& Co. had informed him that their clients were determined, in the prosecution of their claims to certain 
portions of the teas alleged to have been assigned to them by Mr. Thomson, to rest entirely on principle, 
I considered it, in concurrence with the District Attorney, advisable to obtain from them a free disclosure 
of the facts pertinent to their claims, as likely both to elucidate it, and, in some degree, the fraudulent 
transportations of the teas. Document numbered 59 exhibits my inquiries. 

Supposing, from a personal intercourse with several respectable merchants, that some light might be 
shed on the subjects into which I was directed to inquire, by gentlemen of that profession, and considering 
it proper that an opportunity should be given them to furnish any facts or suggestions that might indicate 
abuses, I addressed, at an early day, a letter to the prominent China merchants, and some others, inviting 
any communication from them which they might see fit to make. The document numbered 60 is a copy 
of my letter, and those numbered 61, 62, 63, 64, are the replies of Messrs. Robert Ralston, Henry Pratt, 
Lewis Clapier, and John C. and W. Smith. 

From the contents of these documents, aided by auxiliary and incidental information, derived prin- 
cipally from the books and papers of the custom-house, the following statement is submitted: 

Mr. Thomson appears for a number of vears to have been very extensively engaged in the Canton 
trade, and more particularly in the importation of teas. On all these importations, until the 19th of 
November, 1825, the duties were regularly paid. 

These importations, in the year 1825, were made in the ship William Savary, which arrived on the 
28th of February; ship Addison, which arrived on the 5th of April; ship Woodrop Sims, which arrived 
on the 13th of April; ship Benjamin Rush, which arrived on the Ist of July; ship Thomas Scattergood, 
which arrived on the 2d of July. 

The annexed documents, A, B, and C, received from the Deputy Collector, present a condensed view 
of the quantities and qualities of the teas entered as stored; those bonded eventually securing the 
duties; those actually in store, and those which have been surreptitiously removed from store, with the 
portions of these last which have been seized at Baltimore, Boston, and New York, together with the 
duties accruing. 








By these documents it appears that the unbonded duties of Edward Thomson amount to.... $437,916 75 
Of which the duties on teas in store amount to about.........ccccccvccccccccccccecsens 85,000 00 
EG gh ica tied be eA SEED LEONE SRO MEEEALEEENS KARNES AEN CARRE 352,916 75 

If to this be added the bonded debt of Mr. Thomson, arising on goods regularly bonded, 
er Pe eee eee ee eee rere ee ee rere ee ree re rere 557,330 85 
910,247 60 
And there be deducted the estimated amount of debenture.............0 2. ee eee eee 53,000 00 
There will remain, being the whole debt of Mr. Thomson, (exclusive of interest)........... 857,247 60 


subject to such reductions as may be effected by the decision on the right of the United States to the 
teas seized, and to those yet in store, which Messrs. J. and W. Lippincott & Co. claim under an assign- 
ment from Mr. Thomson. 

Considering the frauds that have been practiced on the cargoes of these vessels, I thought it might 
be useful to trace them from the time they entered the Delaware bay to their arrival in the port of Phila- 
delphia; but I found, from the collection law, that the district of Philadelphia comprises only that part of 
the Delaware, within the limits of Pennsylvania, which extend to but about twenty miles below Phila- 
delphia, and learned from the Collector that he exercised no power whatever beyond these limits. My 
inquires were consequently restricted to the dividing line between the States of Pennsylvania and 
Delaware. Between this line and the city of Philadelphia the vessels appear to have been boarded by 
Job Whipple, the inspector in command of the revenue barge, who states that no revenue officer was at 
the time on board, he being the first one that went on board of them. He also states that it is his practice, 
after obtaining the necessary papers, to leave the vessel for the purpose of boarding such other vessels 
as may be coming up the river, and, consequently, that he never remains so long on board any vessel as 
to be present at the arrival of the inspector, who enters her for the purpose of placing his locks to secure 
the cargo. By the necessary papers are meant the original manifest, and a copy of it endorsed and 
certified, as required by the 23d, 24th and 25th sections of the collection law. 

The next step, according to the Surveyor, is for such inspector as may first notice the arrival of a 
vessel, without any special designation or instruction, to go on board and secure the cargo by placing the 
necessary locks and other fastenings. As soon as this duty is performed, the vessel is sometimes left, 
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and remains without any revenue attendance until one or more inspectors, detailed by the Surveyor, enter 
her for the purpose of superintending her unlading. In this instance the names of the inspectors that 
first went on board these vessels and placed the locks have not been ascertained. No record is kept of 
them in any case where they are not the same with those who superintend the unlading. Those who 
superintended the unlading were John Brown, John Boyd, and Robert Hopkins; all the customary measures 
in the discharge of this duty appear to have been complied with by them, as well as the weighers and 
markers, and the articles landed to have corresponded with the permits for landing them. 

It may be noticed, however, that the 21st section of the act of March 2, 1799, requires the Surveyor 
to visit or inspect the ships or vessels that arrive, and to make a return in writing every morning to the 
Collector of all vessels that may have arrived the preceding day. This duty seems now, from the Sur- 
veyor’s statement, to be fulfilled by the captain of the revenue barge, who makes a report, sometimes 
written, both to the Collector and Surveyor, which the Surveyor records, 

It may be further noticed that, by the 37th section of the collection law, a separate and additional 
entry of spirits, wines, and teas is required to be made, to be certified by the Collector as conformable 
to the general entry previously directed, and to be transmitted to the Surveyor, with the further direction 
that every permit for the unlading of spirits, wines, and teas shall, previous to the unlading, be produced 
to the officer or inspector, who shall endorse thereupon the word “inspected,” without which a penalty is 
incurred by the master. This course was not pursued in this case, either by the Collector, Surveyor, or 
inspector. No separate entry or endorsement was made. The Deputy Collector states his unacquaintance 
at the time with the provision; the Surveyor represents that it has not been practiced since the year 
1802, and the inspectors were likewise ignorant of it. Permits, however, in the usual form, appear to 
have been granted, and although but one entry appears to have been made, it passed through the hands 
of the Collector, was noted by him, and transmitted by him to the Surveyor, in this way consolidating, in 
some measure, the provisions of the 36th and 37th sections of the collection law. This is said to have 
been, for a long time, the invariable usage. 

It may also be noticed that the 53d section of the collection law requires the inspectors to constantly 
attend and remain on board of a vessel, the deliveries from which they are superintending, from the rising 
to the setting sun. It is in proof that they leave the vessel to take their meals; and I understand that, 
while vessels are discharging, watchmen are employed during the night. 

Several days were consumed in inspecting and discharging the cargoes of each of these vessels, 
During this time the teas, as soon as they were weighed and marked, were removed from the wharves by 
porters in the employ of Mr Thomson. The duties on but an inconsiderable portion of them were, at 
the time, secured by bond and sureties. In respect to the residue, Mr. Thomson availed himself of the 
provision contained in the 62d section of the collection law, by giving his own bond, with the condition 
of the teas being deposited in stores, to be agreed upon by the owner and the inspector. Two inspectors, 
Andrew Jackson and Robert Hopkins, who remained on the wharf during the discharge of the cargoes, 
had these stores in their charge, being six innumber, and rented by Mr. Thomson. The porters, unattended 
by any revenue officer, removed the teas, which were placed by them on the pavement in front of the 
stores, from which parcels of them were forthwith taken to packets destined for New York, Boston, or 
Baltimore, and the residue deposited in the stores. During this time the stores were open, or both the 
keys in the hands of Mr. Thomson or his agents. In this state they remained until the teas were 
arranged by persons in Mr. Thomson’s service, when they were secured by double locks, the inspector 
taking possession of the custom-house key, without having previously made any other than a casual 
examination of their contents. No accurate examination appears to have been subsequently made, which, 
it is alleged, would have been impracticable, from the impossibility of counting the boxes from the manner 
in which they were placed, and from the difficulty of obtaining the owner’s key, which, it is represented, 
he is under no obligation to furnish to the inspector. Afterwards, when the owner wished to enter the 
stores, the inspector, when engaged in other duties, intrusted him with his key. This confidence was 
extensively abused, and, under cover of permits for taking out a small number of chests, a large number 
were withdrawn, on which occasions frequently the stores were entered when it was ascertained that the 
inspector under whose charge they had been placed was busily engaged at a distance. It is ascertained 
that, in these ways, the number of boxes of teas, as stated in document No. A, have been either never 
stored, or, if stored, have been surreptitiously withdrawn. But the exact quantity of each does not 
appear. 

It is alleged to have been always the custom for the owner to choose his stores, and it appears that 
the same custom-house key opened different locks, which were furnished by the Surveyor, and that this 
was known to the revenue officers. 

The inspectors who had charge of the stores represent that they had other duties, which they were 
required to perform, such as counting the boxes of teas as they were weighed and marked, and attending 
to none other being taken away, incompatible with a stricter compliance with the law than has taken 
place, no officer being specially charged to accompany the teas to the stores. 

Depositions of several of the inspectors show that sometimes a more guarded course was pursued in 
regard to the admission of articles into, and their removal from, the stores; but the foregoing is abun- 
dantly shown to have been the usual course; and it appears that, besides Andrew Jackson and Robert 
Hopkins, several inspectors, and among them Joseph R. Dickson, were in the habit of lending their keys to 
the owners of articles stored. 

One of the inspectors, however, Andrew Geyer, states the practice formerly to have been to lodge the 
custom-house key in the Surveyor’s office, and, whenever a permit was granted, for the inspector to take 
the key of the store, attend in person to the delivery of the goods, lock up the store, and return the key 
to the Surveyor’s office. 

The Surveyor’s deposition shows that, previous to these occurrences, he had given no special instructions 
to the inspectors respecting these stores; that the same store frequently contained bonded as well as 
unbonded goods, and that no return was made to him, or entry made by him in his books, of the contents 
of the stores. 

By the same deposition it appears that, since these occurrences, the articles deposited are, with some 
exceptions, counted; that an inspector himself invariably opens the stores, but that, when pressed by 
business, he leaves them open in his absence for a short time; and that the goods at present in the stores 
have all been counted, and that, with the exception of Thomson’s teas, none are missing. 

There is reason to fear that these abuses did not commence in the year 1825. The depositions of Peter 
Mackie, Charles Mackie, and Barclay Arney, clerks of Mr. Thomson, numbered 65, 66, and 67, state that 
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Mr. Thomson began the practice of surreptitiously removing teas as early as the year 1822, and continued 

it into 1825; that the plan was first laid down by Floyd S. Bailey, then connected in business with Smith 

& Nicoll, of New York; that Floyd 8. Bailey urged Mr. Thomson to do in Philadelphia as they did in New 

York—that is, bond a small number of boxes, and, under the color of a permit for them, remove a larger 
number. These allegations are supported by the copies of sundry letters of Floyd 8. Bailey and Edward 
H. Nicoll to Edward Thomson, numbered 65 X. 

In these cases, it is to be remarked, the duties were all eventually paid. 

By the existing laws it is provided that the particular certificates accompanying spirits, wines, and 
teas, shall be furnished in blank by the Collectors, under their signatures, and numbered, to the surveyors 
or other officers of inspection, who are made accountable therefor to the Collectors, and who are required 
to make regular and exact entries of all such as shall be delivered by them to individuals. 

It appears that the practice, previous to the failure of Mr. Thomson, was, for the surveyor to have 
these certificates printed, often distinctly for each cargo when its packages were numerous; for the 
Collector, or a clerk for him, to sign, seal, and number them, and then return them to the surveyor, who 
filled them up, and countersigned them. The surveyor then delivered them, on demand, to the owner of 
the wines, spirits, or teas, at any time after their inspection, whether bonded or deposited in stores, 
taking a receipt for them. No general books are kept of their transmission from the Collector to the 
surveyor, or of their delivery by the latter to the merchants, but entries are made of their delivery in the 
particular books of the several commodities kept by the surveyor, and an evidence of such delivery 
accompanies the Collector’s returns to the Treasury. There does not appear to be any periodical accounta- 
bility in this respect of the surveyor to the Collector. No instructions on this head, or in regard to the 
delivery of these certificates to individuals, seem to have been given by the Collector to the surveyor; 
but a general impression existed among the custom-house officers that they were legally demandable as 
soon as the goods were bonded or deposited in store. Accordingly, in the case of ‘Thomson’s teas, they 
were delivered on demand, after the teas were bonded or stored, as soon as they could be prepared, and 
covered the whole importations. This usage seems always to have prevailed in this port. 

Since the recent occurrences, no particular certificate is delivered, except on the payment of the duty, 
or its being secured by bond and sureties. 

For a long period, so remote as to be incapable of ascertainment, departures from the strict letter of the 
law, as to some papers and books, appear to have existed. Some of these have been already noticed; 
others remain to be stated. 

The 21st section of the collection law requires the weights, measures, and other instruments, to be 
examined and tried on the first Mondays in January and July in each year. The surveyor states that, 
having found that the frost in January materially affected the weights, so as to make them, as then ascer- 
tained, incorrect in warmer weather, the examination and trial of them was deferred to and now takes 
place in the spring, instead of the month of January. 

The 21st section of the collection law also requires the surveyor to report to the Collector, once every 
week, the names of such inspectors, weighers, gaugers, or measurers, as may be absent from, or neglect 
to do, their duty. No such reports appear to be made. The surveyor deposes that he does make such a 
report when instances of absence or neglect occur. The Collector deposes that such a report has not 
been made to him by the surveyor, whence he always inferred that there was no absence from, or neglect 
of, duty to be reported. 

The 53d section of the collection law requires the inspectors to enter in a book, to be kept by them, 
the names of persons to whom permits are granted, with the particulars therein specified, to be delivered 
to the surveyor in the month of January in every year for his inspection, and to be by him transmitted, 
with such observations as he may think necessary, to the Collector, to be deposited in his office. These 
books, it appears, are kept by the inspectors, copies of which (called reports) are delivered to the surveyor, 
by whom they are examined and transmitted to the Collector, who files them with the manifests; but the 
books are not delivered to the surveyor, or, as a consequence, transmitted by him to the Collector, 

In regard to the assignments alleged to have been made by Edward Thomson to J. & W. Lippincott 
& Co., I am not enabled to add much to the knowledge previously had of them. They are said to embrace 
not only nearly all the teas now in store, but other parcels have been surreptitiously withdrawn, and some of 
which have been seized by the revenue officers. For such knowledge as I have obtained, I refer to my 
inquiries addressed to those gentlemen, as given in document No. 59, which, though dated January 19, 1826, 
have not as yet been replied to, and to the answer of the Collector to an interrogatory put to him, who 
deposes that there has not been, according to his recollection, any other assignment made of goods in 
store. It may be proper to add, that the circumstances connected with the entries offered at the custom- 
house were collected from the Deputy Collector, including the last one, which, although dated the 19th of 
November, was not signed, it seems, until the 26th of that month, and that the letter of William Lippincott, 
one of the firm, numbered 68, was received in consequence of a conversation held with him, on the 18th 
of January, at the stores in which the teas claimed by him were deposited, and which I examined in the 
company of Mr. Andrew Jackson. My conversation with several intelligent merchants has not elucidated 
the subject. There may have been many assignments of this kind which were not exposed to light, from 
the objects to which they related having never been placed in the predicament of these teas, the duties 
on them having been duly paid or secured. 

Document No. 69 contains a rough statement of the auction advertisements of the teas of Mr. 
Thomson, as inserted in the National Gazette, from February 28 to October 4, 1825. 

The practice in these’ sales, as collected not only from the officers of the revenue, but from respectable 

merchants, is, to make them by sample chests, and in case of a sale, the right to the teas in store is 
transferred to the purchaser, who may immediately take them out of store by paying the duty, or bonding 
them; or may suffer them to remain there within the time prescribed by law, subject to his disposal on 
paying or securing the duty. How far these advertisements, giving the name of the ship in which the 
teas were imported, with their qualities, and sometimes the quantities, should have attracted the attention 
of the revenue officers, is a matter of opinion, not embraced by my instructions. 
_ Having found from my personal intercourse that an impression prevailed that the Collector had taken 
insufficient sureties on the bonds of Mr. Thomson, to whom it was thought unsual favor had been extended; 
and it appearing undoubted that the sureties were worth very little, compared with the sums for which 
they were answerable, I considered it my duty to call upon the Collector for an explanation on this head; 
for the answer to which, I refer to his deposition, with the abstract of Mr. Thomson’s bonds, as given in 
document No. 70. 
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Having been confidentially informed, from a source of undoubted respectability, that, subsequently 
to the failure of Mr. Thomson, Mr. Peter Mackie, one of his clerks, had been engaged at the custom-house, 
late at night, in signing, as attorney of Floyd S. Bailey, bonds previously given by Mr. Thomson, I algo 
made inquiry on this head. The Collector admits the fact, and says that, from information from the Deputy 
Collector, it appears that some of Edward Thomson’s bonds which, through oversight, were incomplete 
at the time they were given, had a surety, by his attorney, added on the evening of the 19th November. 

The Collector, as explanatory of these transactions, has adduced nine powers of attorney, bearing date 
June 13, 1822, October 14, 1822, May 14, 1823, October 3, 1823, December 12, 1823, April 17, 1824, April 
17, 1824, August 19, 1824, and August 23, 1824, of Floyd S. Bailey, of the city of New York, to Peter 
Mackie, to execute all the bonds for duties on teas imported by Edward Thomson in the recited vessels, 
including all bonds on teas entered for delivery from store previous to the date of the power of attorney, 
and all bonds on teas which might thereafter be entered out for delivery from store, the last six of which 
are irrevocable. The same document, No. 70, designates the bonds executed in this manner. 

Some other papers accompany this report, which only require enumeration, viz : 

A letter from Charles Mackie to Andrew Jackson, dated December 8, 1825, numbered 71; notes of 
Edward Thomson, of January 17, 1826, January 20, 1826, January 20, 1826, January 21, 1826, January 23, 
1826, and January 23, 1826, Nos. 72, 73, 14, 15, 76, 77; and an anonymous letter respecting general 
certificates, received too late to make an inquiry on the subject, No. 78. 

After putting in a train for accomplishment the special inquiry intrusted to me, I proceeded to an 
examination of the books and papers of the custom-house, with the mode of transacting business. Ag 
far as I could judge from an examination, which, without the consumption of a great length of time, and 
which would involve a close inspection of details, the books of the several officers appeared to be regularly 
and faithfully kept, the papers systematically arranged and carefully preserved, and the business promptly 
and satisfactorally transacted. This remark is of course qualified by the information heretofore communi- 
cated, of a departure, in some cases, from the provisions of law. 

I am happy to add that, so far as my knowledge extends, but one opinion prevails in Philadelphia of 
the integrity of all the officers in the custom-house, as well as their dispositions, by all proper means, to 
accommodate the mercantile interest by a prompt and obliging discharge of their duty. The existence 
of this impression is evinced by the voluntary attestations of Messrs. Ralston, Pratt, Clapier, and Smith, 
who stand eminent in the commercial world. An indignant feeling at the recent scenes is universally 
expressed, accompanied, however, with an exoneration of all the officers of the customs from any criminal 
participation in them. ‘ 


All which is respectfully submitted. 
SAMUEL H. SMITH. 


N. B.—The following papers, whose contents as not relevant to the main objects of the inquiry are 


not stated in the report, are among the documents : 

Letter from R. Renshaw and P. Mackie, assignees of E. Thomson, January 25, 1826, stating his 
vessels now at sea, their cargoes, assignments, &c., &c. 

Letter from John Cook, January 25, 1826, stating his transactions with E. Thomson. 

Also a copy of a blank certificate. 

Copy of a letter to J. Steele, Collector, January 18, 1826, desiring a particular examination to be 


made of the teas in store, &c. 
Letter from Deputy Collector, giving names of E. Thomson’s vessels, and inspectors engaged on them. 





PAPERS TO BE ANNEXED TO DOCUMENT H. R. No. 137. 
No. 1. 


Cottector’s Orrice, Philadelphia, November 22, 1825. 


Sir: I have the painful task to perform of announcing to you the failure of Edward Thomson, which 
was made to me on Saturday, by which I fear the United States will sustain a very heavy loss; I am the 
more inclined to think so from information I received on Sabbath afternoon, which affords strong ground 
to suspect a premeditated fraud. 

One of the officers obtained information from a young man in Mr. Thomson’s employ that a large 
quantity of Mr. Thomson’s teas, which had not been permitted on entry at the custom-house, had been 
transmitted, the greater part to New York and the residue to Boston, mentioning the several houses to 
whom the teas were sent. 

Immediately on the receipt of this intelligence, which was near the hour the mail stage departs, I 
despatched therein two officers to New York to have those teas seized, if they could be found, and wrote 
to the Collector requesting his aid in the matter. I wrote to the Collector at Boston to make seizure of 
the teas sent to that place. 

I would have written to you yesterday, but delayed with the expectation of being able to inform you 
of the exact amount of tea surreptitiously taken from store, by taking an inventory of teas actually 
remaining; but in this I have as yet been disappointed, as I have not been able to obtain the importer’s 
keys, who alleges that they are in the hands of Messrs. Lippincott & Co., auctioneers, (to whom Mr. 
Thomson has assigned a quantity of teas,) and who refuses to give them up. From all these circum- 
stances you will perceive strong indications of fraud. 

Not knowing whether any of those teas have been sent elsewhere, or to whom, I have felt a difficulty 
about writing to any other Collectors on that subject. As soon as I may have it in my power to commu- 
nicate to you more particularly it will be done, and request you will be pleased to give me any advice 
you may deem necessary in the premises. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 

JNO. STEELE. 


Ricuarp Rusu, Esq., Secretary of the Treasury. 
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No. 2. 


Coutector’s Orrice, November 30, 1825. 


Sir: I am informed by one of the officers just returned from New York, who had been sent in quest 
of Thomson’s teas, surreptitiously taken from store, that several seizures had been made, but inconsider- 
able in amount, in comparison with the whole quantity which we have reason to believe was sent to that 

lace. 

A There is good reason to believe that a considerable quantity of those teas are in the custody of 
auctioneers, who have peremptorily refused access, and have threatened prosecution if violent means are 
used for that purpose. The officer prudently omitted, until otherwise advised, to take any step that would 
involve my personal inconvenience, or occasion me any pecuniary disadvantage or damage, but adopted 
the milder course of placing a lock on the door of the store where the teas are deposited, and for the 
further security of which the Collector has kindly promised the assistance of a night watch. There is 
another store wherein, it is believed, a greater quantity is deposited than the abovementioned; but access 
to the teas has not been demanded, apprehending that a like reply would be made as that which I have 
stated; but like caution will be observed, as in the other case, to prevent the removal of the teas until 
instructions are forwarded of the course finally to be taken in the premises. Your advice and instructions 
in this matter you will be pleased to give me as soon as practicable. 

Yesterday I received advice from the Collector of Boston that immediately on the receipt of my letter 
he seized teas of Thomson’s importation to a large amount, the number of chests not yet ascertained, or 
the kinds and qualities, or particular vessel in which imported. 

Having recently received information that a small quantity of those teas had been sent to Baltimore, I 
have advised the Collector accordingly. As soon as we can state with precision the amount of depreda- 
tion committed it shall be forwarded to you. 

It is highly probable that the certificates directed to be issued under the collection law of 1799, 41st 
section, may accompany part, if not the whole, of the teas unlawfully taken from store, as I find they have 
been issued by the importer. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
JNO. STEELE. 

Ricuarp Rusu, Esq., Secretary of the Treasury. 





No. 3. 
PuiwaDELPHia, November 30, 1825. 


Sm: Before the receipt of your letter of the 24th instant, concerning the failure of Edward Thomson, 
as well as since, my attention has been constantly bestowed on that deplorable and disgraceful transac- 
tion. According to present information, fifteen thousand chests of teas have been fraudulently taken by 
him and his assistants from the custom-house custody without securing the duties, of which but about 
six thousand chests have as yet been traced (at New York;) and, from all I can learn, the public loss will 
be very great. I propose to visit New York for a short time, to see if I can be of any use in the further 
pursuit by ascertainments on the spot; and, at all events, you may rely on my best endeavors to apply 
the proper remedies to an affair which, I think, will introduce more litigation, loss, and discredit, than any 
one that has ever occurred here. 

I am, very respectfully, your humble servant, 
C. J. INGERSOLL. 

Hon. Ricuarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 





No. 4. 


Cortector’s Orrice, Philadelphia, December 1, 1825. 


Sm: I have, agreeably to instructions contained in your letter of the 24th ultimo, applied to the 
District Attorney for advice in the measures to be pursued in prosecuting a seizure and recovery of E. 
Thomson’s teas, unlawfully taken from store, as well as every other matter connected therewith in which 
the interest of the United States is involved, and will act agreeably to such advice as I have received, or 
may hereafter receive from him on the subject. 

A suit has been instituted, yesterday, against me, by Messrs. Lippincott & Co., for refusing to deliver 
to them, from store, a quantity of E. Thomson’s teas, and also a further quantity seized at New York, and 
some chests seized on board a vessel in this place which had been assigned to them some time ago by E. 
Thomson; and as I have reason to apprehend that other suits may be instituted against me in this 
business, I request you will either authorize me to call on Mr. Ingersoll to appear on behalf of the United 
States to defend such suit or suits, or give him such directions as you may deem proper in the premises. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOHN STEELE. 


Ricnarp Rusu, Esq., Secretary of the Treasury. 





No. 5. 


Treasury DepartuEeNt, Comptroller’s Office, December 3, 1825. 


Sir: The Secretary of the Treasury has referred to me your letters of the 22d and 30th ultimo, and of 
the Ist instant, together with one from Mr. Ingersoll, the District Attorney, respecting the conduct of 
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Edward Thomson, (who, it must be presumed, had accomplices in the business,) in removing, without a 
permit, from the stores in which they had been deposited, a large quantity of teas on which the duties had 
not been secured, and stating the course which had been pursued for the recovery of those teas. 

The Secretary of the Treasury having authorized you to obtain the advice and assistance of the 
District Attorney in this business, I presume it may be considered to be perfectly within the range of that 
authority that he should defend you in the suits which have been or which may be instituted against you, 
in the exercise of your official duties, in recovering and holding the teas thus fraudulently taken out of 
your possession. 

You state that, in one instance, an auctioneer, in whose store some of the teas were suspected to have 
been placed, peremptorily refused access, and it was apprehended that others, who also were suspected 
of having some of those teas in their possession, would adopt a similar course. 

The 68th section of the collection law of March 2, 1799, appears to me to make ample provision when 
any obstacles occur in the examination of any place suspected to contain any goods subject to duty. 

The enormity of the present case would seem to justify a rigid exercise of the authority contained in 
that section. 

Adverting to the assignments to which you have alluded, Iam under the impression their validity, 
according to the principles laid down by Judge Story, in the case of United States vs. Theodore Lyman, 
(see circulars from this Department, page 138,) cannot be sustained; at least as regards such of Thomson’s 
teas as are still in your possession, and such as may have been transported coastwise, unaccompanied by 
the certificates required by law. 

With respect to such of them as were accompanied by the requisite certificates, I have to observe 
that it will depend upon circumstances whether the United States have been divested of their legal lien 
on them; and therefore I deem it inexpedient, on this occasion, to give an opinion on that point; the more 
so, as it may be considered proper to refer the question to the Attorney General for his opinion thereon. 

In your letter of the 30th ultimo you observe, that it was highly probable that the certificates directed 
to be issued, under the 41st section of the collection law referred to, may have accompanied a part, if not 
the whole, of the teas unlawfully taken from the store, as you found they had been issued to the importer, 

From an examination of the law, I am of opinion it authorizes, and such I presume has been the 
general practice, to issue the certificates in question after the teas shall have been landed, inspected, 
marked, and weighed ; but the present instance, I think, fully shows the impropriety of such a course 
when applied to cases where the teas, instead of the duties thereon being paid, or secured by bond, with 
sureties, and taken into the possession of the importer at the time of being landed, are deposited in store 
as collateral security for the payment of the duties ; because, if, in the latter case, these certificates were 
not issued until the teas were regularly obtained from the public stores, when fraudulently or irregularly 
obtained, the want of the certificates to accompany them would increase the difficulties of introducing, 
without detection, such teas, so obtained, into other ports than that of importation. 

If the particulars of the manner in which the teas were obtained and removed have come to your 
knowledge, be pleased to state them. 

Respectfully, 
JOSEPH ANDERSON, Comptroller. 
Joun Sreeve, Esq. 





No. 6. 


To the Honorable Richard Rush, Secretary of the Treasury of the United States: 

The memorial of Benjamin W. Richards, of the firm of Joshua and William Lippincott & Co., of Phila- 
delphia, for and in behalf of the said firm : 

Your memorialist respectfully shows that, on the 5th day of May, 1825, Edward Thomson, then a 
merchant of high standing in the city of Philadelphia, by a regular article of assignment and conveyance, 
legally transferred to the said firm of J. & W. Lippincott & Co. certain teas and cassia, which had been 
previously imported into the United States by the said Edward Thomson, and then remaining in store 
under the provision of the law, the duties thereon not having been paid. About the same time, and as 
part of the same transaction, the said Thomson endorsed the bills of lading of said articles, according to 
the usual mode of passing merchandise. 

And your memorialist further shows that, on the 12th day of July, and afterwards on the 20th Sep- 
tember, the said Edward Thomson did execute and deliver to the said J. & W. Lippincott & Co. other 
assignments and conveyances of certain other teas and cassia, the bills of lading whereof were also 
endorsed by him as aforesaid. Your memorialist respectfully submits to your inspection the foregoing 
instruments of assignment and transfer, and the said bills of lading so as aforesaid endorsed. 

And your memorialist further shows that these assignments and transfers were regularly and bona 
Jide made and received by the parties, respectively, in the regular course of business for the purpose of 
securing to the said J. & W. Lippincott & Co., commission merchants and auctioneers, moneys advanced 
to the said Edward Thomson, and for no other purpose whatsoever. 

That the keys of the stores in which the teas and cassia were deposited, agreeably to the provisions 
of the collection law, were transferred by the said Thomson to the said firm, and held by them from that 
period. 
Your memorialist further shows that, by the laws and customs of merchants, such transfer and 
delivery operated to vest the title and possession of the said teas and cassia fully in the said J. & W. 
Lippincott & Co., and as completely divested the right, title, and possession of the said Thomson. That, 
unless impeached as fraudulent and collusive, which has never been suspected by them, or to the knowl- 
edge and belief of your memorialist by any one, the title of the said J. & W. Lippincott & Co. was as 
perfect and complete as it could be made. And your memorialist shows that the said firm became 
entitled to the sole possession and property in the said articles on the payment or securing of the duties 
accruing on the same to the Government of the United States. In this persuasion and belief they did 
apply to the custom-house in Philadelphia for a permit for the same, having tendered and delivered a 
good and sufficient bond to secure the payment of said duties, which was deemed suflicient, and accepted 
in the said custom-house by the proper authorities. 
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Owing to the accidental absence of the naval officer, whose signature could not then be procured to 
the permit, the granting of it was postponed, but it was promised that it should be allowed. In the 
meantime, as your memorialist has understood and believes, the officers of the custom-house ascertained 
that the said Edward Thomson, or other persons, had surreptitiously removed from certain stores other 
teas and articles imported by him without paying or securing the duties on the same. Having made this 

‘ discovery of a transaction in which no other person, as your memorialist believes, has been implicated 
than the said Edward Thomson and the officers of the customs themselves, and which could never have 
been effected without at least the most culpable negligence on the part of the latter, the permit which 
had been promised was refused. Your memorialist believes that this refusal was made upon the ground 
that, until the duties which said Thomson ought to have paid or secured upon other articles were thus 
paid or secured, no goods imported by him should be admitted to entry. 

Your memorialist has not been able distinctly to understand the ground upon which the Collector has 

roceeded in denying the permit, but, so far as he has been able to ascertain them, there is no other than 
that which has been mentioned. Your memorialist is advised and believes that no proposition of law 
can be more clear and indisputable than that the Government of the United States cannot claim to hold 
goods or articles imported into the country as a security for the payment of other duties accruing on other 
goods imported by the same or any other merchant, without an express pledge of the same for that pur- 

ose. That every article when imported is liable to the specific duty imposed on it by law, and to no 
other duty whatever. 

That it is illegal, and a most dangerous and unprecedented exercise of power, to withhold a permit 
for goods after the duties upon the same are paid or secured. That the possession by the United States 
is for the single purpose of securing the payment of the duties due for the identical goods themselves ; 
and that the retaining that possession for any purpose, and particularly to enforce the payment of duties 
on other goods, is equally a violation of confidence and of law. 

That the custom-house officers cannot lawfully sell or dispose of those articles, or sequester the same, 
or in any manner obtain from them the payment of any duties accruing on any other goods. 

Your memorialist, considering these propositions to be beyond question, cannot hesitate to pronounce 
the conduct of the Collector at Philadelphia illegal and oppressive, and he will not permit himself to 
doubt but that the Department, after ascertaining the facts, will disavow the proceeding. He respect- 
fully submits that the consequences necessarily resulting from the exercise of such acts must be, in the 
highest degree, pernicious to the community as well as to individuals. That all confidence in the Gov- 
ernment must be destroyed if custom-house officers are permitted to avail themselves of the possession 
and control of imported goods to effect any other purposes, or to enforce the payment of any other claims 
than those which that possession and control were designed to secure. If the officers of the customs have 
negligently or fraudulently permitted Mr. Thomson, or any other person, to convey out of their possession 
and to remove beyond their control goods upon which the duties payable by law have not been paid or 
secured, it is in the highest degree inequitable and unjust to visit upon others, who had no participation 
in this illegal or negligent conduct, and who, consequently, cannot be deemed in any manner responsible 
for it, all the injurious consequences resulting from it. Your memorialist submits to the Department that, 
if Edward Thomson were himself, at this time, the proprietor of these articles, the custom-house officers 
could not legally detain them one hour after the duties accruing on them were paid, upon any pretence 
whatever. If this be so, and it is a plain and undoubted principle of law, how devoid of even an appear- 
ance of foundation in law is this refusal to individuals who have fairly and honestly acquired the property 
months before Mr. Thomson’s embarrassments were known ? 

Your memorialist claims the interposition of the Department upon another ground. The immense 
amount of property involved, valued at a moderate rate, and considerably more than one hundred thousand 
dollars beyond the duties accruing thereon, are unexpectedly withheld from his house. To withdraw in- 
stantancously such an amount of available funds from any commercial house in our country threatens it 
with embarrassment, if not with inevitable ruin. The engagements made upon the credit of this property 
are becoming due; even the protraction of this unlawful act must lead to consequences as disastrous as 
they are irreparable. Any relief through the instrumentality of courts of justice must necessarily be 
tedious, precarious, and, your memorialist need scarcely say, perfectly inefficient. No judicial relief can 
repair commercial credit when once shaken, or compensate for ruin that has been consummated. At present 
your memorialist only claims from the Department a speedy investigation of the circumstances attending 
the case. The necessity for immediate relief induces the hope that the Department will conceive the 
matter of sufficient importance to send an agent to Philadelphia for the purpose of obtaining a knowledge 
of all the facts, and thoroughly to understand the grounds upon which the Collector acts, or to take such 


other steps as may be equally efficacious and equally speedy. 
BENJAMIN W. RICHARDS. 


Wasurneton, December 7, 1825. 





No. 7. 


Treasury Department, Comptroller's Office, December 10, 1825. 


Sir: The Secretary of the Treasury has referred to me a petition addressed to him by Mr. Benjamin 
W. Richards, one of the firm of Joshua & William Lippincott & Co., of Philadelphia, for and in behalf of 
said firm, representing that, on the 5th of May, 12th of July, and 20th of September, 1825, Edward Thom- 
son, then a merchant of high standing, by regular articles of assignment and conveyance, legally trans- 
ferred to the said firm certain teas and cassia, which had been previously imported by the said Thomson, 
and were then remaining in store under the provisions of law, the duties thereon not having been paid ; 
that the said Thomson endorsed the bills of lading of said articles, according to the usual mode of pass- 
ing merchandise ; that the said assignments were regularly and bona fide made and received by the 
parties, respectively, in the regular course of business, for the purpose of securing to the said firm, as 
commission merchants and auctioneers, moneys advanced to the said Thomson, and for no other purpose 
whatsoever ; that the keys of the stores in which the said teas and cassia were deposited were, agreeably 
to the provisions of the collection law, transferred by the said Thomson to said firm, and held by them 
from that period ; and that upon application to you by said firm to give bond with sureties for the pay- 
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ment of the duties on the teas and cassia thus assigned and transferred, and to obtain a permit for their 
delivery, which was at first promised to be granted, but on the discovery in the meantime of the fraudu- 
lent removal of a greater quantity of the teas imported by the said Thomson, and deposited in store, the 
permit applied for by said firm was refused. 

The question which arises in this case is, whether the teas and cassia thus deposited in store, and 
subsequently assigned and transferred to said firm, are liable for the duties on any other goods imported 
by said Thomson, or are liable only for the duties on the teas and cassia claimed by said firm. 

With a view to a correct decision on this question, I deem it proper to inquire whether, from all the 
circumstances which have come to your knowledge of the transactions alluded to, the sales and transfers 
were bona fide, and at what time the failure or bankruptcy of Mr. Thomson became a matter of notoriety, 
Also, whether you have any reason to believe that at the times of those sales or transfers, or any one of 
them, the said firm had any intimation of the approaching insolvency of said Thomson. 

From the importance of the case your early attention to it is requested. 
A copy of the petition of Joshua & William Lippincott & Co. is enclosed herewith. 


Respectfully, 
JOS. ANDERSON, Comptroller. 
Joun Sreexe, Esq. 





No. 8. 


Cottector’s Orrice, Philadelphia, December 6, 1825. 


Sir: I would have informed you of the amount of teas fraudulently taken from E. Thomson’s store 
as soon as it was correctly ascertained, but delayed with the hope that I might be enabled to accompany 
it with some more satisfactory information of the quantity of those teas seized in behalf of the United 
States; as, also, those mentioned in my letter to you of the 30th ultimo, of which (access to them being 
still persisted in) I can give you no further information. The larger quantity mentioned in my letter, 
supposed to be in the store of Hone & Co., I am informed is not in the store they occupy, though acknowl- 
edged by them to be in their custody. The officer is prosecuting every means in his power to discover 
where they are deposited. 

Enclosed is a statement of the quantity fraudulently removed from store, and also of the seizures 
made in New York, Boston, Baltimore, and in this place. The quantities, by information, stated to be in 
custody of auctioneers in New York, say in custody of Haggerty & Austin, to which access has been 
refused, 3,631 chests, and of Hone & Co., 2,245 chests—in all 5,876. 

Since I commenced writing I have received information from New York that Mr. Ogden, the counsel 
for Haggerty & Austin, has advised them to dispose of or remove their teas wherever they may think 
proper. The District Attorney here advises forcible means to be employed to effect a seizure. A copy of 
Mr. Ingersoll’s advice will be forwarded to the officer by this day’s mail. . 

Having obtained from Thomson, and the persons in his employ, all the information we could obtain 
(and the only information we have had) respecting the places where, and the persons to whom those teas 
were sent, on Friday morning last I stated to the District Attorney that I thought it indispensably neces- 
sary that a criminal suit against Mr. Thomson should be forthwith instituted. He informed me, in reply, 
that at present he deemed the measure inexpedient; alleging, as reason for delay, that important 
information might yet be obtained which might be checked or destroyed by a prosecution against him. 
I am this moment informed that Mr. Thomson and his clerk left this city in a dearborn at an early hour 
on Sabbath morning, but whence, and for what purpose, has not been intimated. 

Though I am satisfied that unwarrantable laxity of conduct or improper indulgence has been allowed 
in the Department having charge of Thomson’s teas, I have forborne saying anything to you on that 
subject until I shall have ascertained, if possible, how, and by what means, so great a quantity had 
been taken away, and where the culpability properly lies. 

As before requested, you will be pleased to give me generally, in relation to Mr. Thomson’s transac- 
tions, such advice and instructions as you may deem necessary. 


I am your obedient, humble servant, 
JNO. STEELE. 


[This letter came from the Secretary of the Treasury; the clerk who copied it says there was not any 
direction on the letter.] 
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[Enclosure in No. 8.] 





QUANTITIES AND KINDS OF TEAS. 





Hyson.| Hyson Skin. | Tonkay./Souchong. 





Gunpowder.| Imperial, Young Hyson. 











10 catty boxes. 
5 catty boxes. 
Half qr. chests. 

| 10 catty boxes. 
Quarter chests, 
Half qr. chests. 

| 10 catty boxes. 
5 catty boxes. 

| Lacquer boxes. 
Quarter chests. 
Quarter chests. 
Half qr. chests. 
Quarter chests 
Quarter chests. 


























February 28, 1825, ship William Savary, quan- 
tity UNPETMIttEd. 0... cseeececcecccerelecseccloocscelecceceleceeee| 1,921 | 215 | 660 |..... [.seeee] 


4 Oe MEN MERE 





























































































































Actually in StOre ....cccccccccccseccececs coccccleccccclecccccloccece 85 EF [eccccc|ccccce|ccesce) cvcves| 1 [rcccccloccceccclocoocecces 
; 
— ee Ee Se eee —! 

Deficiency .....scccccerecccccccegecvees lecsccslecsecsfoceee-[ecsees| 15186 | 214 | 660 |.....cjecceee| cecees 1,269 |..cccclecccccccleccccccoce 

April 5, 1825, ship Addison, quantity unper- 

PUEO soso sce c'ediesdsie'ss cnnsee.0ees socsleacerslesvesttevosscloucees 862 260 40 400 |...... 365 1,489 200 423 362 
Actually IM SLOPE .ccccccccccccccccccccceslecccce Coeeealeeeseslesesesiscos cess seceeel esses esseee|eesees! cesses sere sess sesese S fescecese « 
Deficiency .... 2... sence cece sere eeesetleveecsleccces|seeees|eocecs 862 | 260 40 | 400 |......| 365] 1,489] 200 420 362 

April 13, 1825, ship Woodrop Sims, quantity 

UNPETMILted..00. ceeececccccccscsvecccslecccccleccccefecccce(evcece| 14219 | 160 [..ccccleccceeleccece| eeccee| 25183 | coceslecee cece 350 
Actually IN BLOTE oo cccdcccccccccccccccccclecccccleccocs ee eeeleceeee 272 OD Ticssecfncccccfacsecall cacesic QD | cccccleccccccclececcceces 
Deficiency... .ccccccccccccccecccccccceslocccceleccccslecccccloccees 947 GS occcccjeccccclecccce| ecccce| VyISl ferccccleccccccs 350 

July 1, 1825, ship Benjamin Rush, quantity un- 

PEFMIET..0.0.ceccccccccscccccscccccce| BOO |eccccfeccess| 100 GUE cence clcatasclveccestancves 10 | 2,915 |... SOR ecccccses 
Actually in stOre ..ccccccccccccccccccccccleccccs|ccccccl|occccc|occces vacua hevwesieledadeelaeacae 9} 1,668 }...... Ld eee 
Deficiency....ssecescesees it a sene Seer 200 eoeeesleecoes 100 428 eceeeleeeoeeieeeeesisesses 1 1,247 Peeeeel/ cere eeselseseeseses 

July 2, 1825, ship Thomas Scattergood, quantity 

unpermitted ......ccececcecsececes eee} 500] 100 40} 300 721 | QB }...eee nessun 2] 545 AIL |...005] 1,446 Jocceccceee 
Actually in BLOTE cccceccccccsccccvececccsleccscsiessecelescees eeeeee MO eccccatuoveccbevcesaisescas! acevas ID [ccccsclecsccceslocececeoce 
Deficiency .....ccccccccccccccccccccccese| 500] 100 40; 300 B13 | 23S |.cccccfeceeee 2} 545 BOD |occoee| 1,446 Jooececeee 
RECAPITULATION OF DEFICIENCIES. 

Per William Savary.....c.cccccccccccccscccccefecccccieccccslecccs [ovccee| Ly 136 | 24 | GEO |..cccelececee} covcee| 1,269 joccccclocccccecleccccececs 
AddiBON 2.0000 cecccccccccccccccccccccccccsleeseceleccceslecccceloccces 862 | 260 40 | 400}......| 365] 1,489] 200 420 362 
Woodrop Sims......cccevccccccccccscccccc[ecrersleccccelccccccleccecs 947 D5 frcccccloccccclecccee] covecs| By lBl [occcscloccccces 350 
Benjamin Rush........cccecccccccscececees| 200 eseeseleseeee| 100 AWB | cccccleccccclocccccleccecs L | 1,247 | ccccclecccccccleccccccece 
Thomas Scattergood.....+.seecceeseeeseces| 500} 100 40 | 300 B13 | 233 |..ceceleceees 2) 545 B99 | occcce| 1,446 |. cccccceee 

700 | 100 40 | 400; 3,686} 802; 700; 400 2; 911} 6,585 | 200) 1,866 712 





















































List of teas seized at Baltimore, (boxes)...........36... 
WP pixies wis 050: p MPRMMONIN ES a'c oleic caw Onidw’ bosc's'sdine.n:b 010 5.0 bab 661010566 0 ed CER ORONO RUS NCSRERSCR CREM BORacesceneaemencee ane 


Do.......++0+.New York, (by agent from Philad’a) .25...... sesceccecceeb TT eccee Qocevececcevecs seseeeed = } 1,000 


In store (55 Front street) of Haggerty, Austin & Co., (locks placed on this store by inspector) ......sceeee cecceecececese SgMOB.cceeeseees 223 
In store of J. and P. Hone & Co., supposed also in No. 55 Front street, but not ascertained ..... ssceeceee covecrececcses S00. ..06 oeee1, 445 


It appears from letters in our possession that Haggerty, Austin & Co. have advanced a considerable amount on the teas in their possession to Edward 
Thomson ; and from J. and P. Hone & Co. a large advance was obtained by said Edward Thomson. The letter from Hone & Co. acknowledges the 
quantity above stated to be in their possession. The quantity in possession of Haggerty, Austin & Co. is in the handwriting of one of their clerks. 





No. 9. 


Cotiector’s Orrice, Philadelphia, December 12, 1825. 


Sm: On the 6th, previously to the receipt of your letter of the 3d instant, I wrote to the Secretary 
of the Treasury enclosing a statement of amount of teas fraudulently taken from Thomson’s stores, 
the seizures made at New York, Boston, and Baltimore, and every other information I could then commu- 
nicate on the subject, which, I presume, has also been referred to your Department. 

In yours you request me to state, if they have come to my knowledge, “the particulars of the 
manner in which the teas were obtained or removed.” The information received, and the means taken to 
acquire it, I will state, not foreseeing the probability of obtaining any further light on the subject. 

On the 5th instant I wrote to the surveyor, proposing several queries relative to the duties of the 
Department under his superintendence and direction, to which I requested distinct and explicit answers; 
two of which, touching the point on which you require particular information, and his answers thereto, 
are as follows: 

Ist. What has been the usual course pursued by the officers of the customs in storing spirits, wines, 
and teas; as, also, in delivering of the same from store ? 
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2d. Do you know of any course pursued in the premises other than that prescribed by law, or any 
indulgence granted which the law does not authorize; and, if such has been the case, say by whom? 

Answers.—lst. The usual course pursued has been, that when the vessel is discharging, the Spirits, 
wines, and teas, have been taken from the wharf to the stores of the merchants; and, when all have been 
delivered from the vessel, some days have been allowed, by the inspectors, to the merchants to assort the 
different chops of teas and stow properly the spirits and wines. In delivering the same from store, the 
inspectors have unlocked their stores and superintended the delivery; but, in some cases, when very busily 
employed, the inspectors have intrusted the keys to the merchants, it being deemed necessary for the 
furtherance of business, which otherwise would have caused ruinous and unnecessary delays to the 
merchants. This has always been the practice and custom allowed by the different surveyors; and, in 
storing, it would be impossible to do otherwise, unless the inspectors were to follow the loads of every 
dray, when, in many instances, twenty or more stores have been taken to receive the goods in various 
parts of the city. 

2d. The course pursued in the premises, in allowing the merchants possession of the keys, was not 
according to law; but, as described in answer first, indulgence was specially granted, in one instance by 
me, to Messrs. Smiths, for removing the locks for the purpose of sooner making sales, and arranging 
them for the inspection of the purchasers, and was without any loss to the Government. This was two 
years or more past. 

The information I received from the officer who had charge of Thomson’s store, as also from others 
of the inspectors, corresponds with that stated by the surveyor; but, believing that so great a quantity 
could not have been removed, when teas were taken from store under permit, which the improper indul- 
gence mentioned might be supposed to afford, I advised the obtaining, if possible, from the young man 
in Thomson’s employ, who gave us the first intimation of fraud, such information as I presumed he could 
give of the means employed to accomplish the nefarious purpose. 

This young man has recently communicated to the officer employed to obtain the information that, 
from what he now understands, Thomson had on previous occasions taken teas from store before they 
were bonded, but not to such extent as in the present instance. That, whilst the vessel was discharging, 
quantities of teas, which were not put into store, were sent away from the pavement of the store doors, 
where they were laid down by the porters as they brought them from the wharf. That Thomson had 
availed himself of occasions when the officer who had charge of the store would be most busily engaged 
on the wharf, to bond and take permits for delivery, that he might have the better chance of being 
allowed possession of the keys; and that advantage was also taken of one custom-house key opening the 
locks of those of several stores, which, when obtained for a particular description of teas bonded, was 
frequently used for opening other stores containing teas not bonded, of which parcels were sent away 
without the knowledge of the officer. 

Ihave now communicated to you the manner in which the teas in question have been obtained and 
removed, as far as anything relating thereto has come to my knowledge. 

T am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 





J. STEELE. 
JosEPH ANDERSON, Esq., Comptroller of the Treasury. 





No. 10. 


Cottector’s Orrice, Philadelphia, December 13, 1825. 


Sm: In answering yours of the 10th instant, accompanied by a copy of Mr. Richards’ petition to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, I beg leave to submit the following statement of facts: 

On the morning of the 19th ultimo, (Saturday,) Edward Thomson’s failure was first known at the 
custom-house. In the course of that morning, Mr. William Lippincott presented three several entries of 
teas per ships William Savary, Benjamin Rush, and Thomas Scattergood, requesting permission to enter 
into bond, with surety, for the duties thereon, and to obtain permits for the delivery of those teas from 
store. The entries presented by him contained a specific quantity of teas by those several vessels; and 
an endorsement was on the back of each entry, purporting to be an assignment of the teas, as therein 
specified, from Edward Thomson (the original importer of the cargoes of those vessels) to J. & W. 
Lippincott & Co., dated 19th November, 1825. Acceptance of those entries was refused, on the ground 
that Thomson’s failure being on that day notorious, no assignments from him could be admitted—at any 
rate, some time ought to be allowed us for reflection. Mr. William Lippincott then exhibited, and for the 
Jirst time to our knowledge, papers to show that an assignment of a larger portion of teas, I believe by the 
ship Benjamin Rush, had been made to them on the 12th July last. Permission to enter and bond those 
teas was still refused. Two bonds for duties given by Thomson were due at bank and returned, at 3 
o’clock of that day, as unpaid. On Lippincott’s & Co. proposing to give a check for the amount of 
Thomson’s bonds, then unpaid, the entries were admitted; as, also, one additional entry per Benjamin 
Rush; and, as Messrs. Lippincott & Co. were very pressing to give the bonds and obtain permits, they 
were suffered to sign bonds, (which bonds I had afterwards directed to be cancelled.) This was done 
about 5 o’clock in the evening of Saturday, and, being long after office hours, the signature of the naval 
officer could not be obtained had permits been prepared; the permits were promised them for Monday 
following. It must have been observed that no suspicion of improper conduct on the part of Thomson 
was entertained, or suspected to exist in any degree at this time. Lippincott & Co. can, no doubt, explain 
the reasons which induced the very pressing demands for permits on Saturday; it was stated to Mr. 
William Lippincott that no bonds of Thomson’s would fall due until the 25th following. On comparing 
the entries presented by them, and that at a late hour on the same evening, with the balances of teas 
which ought to have been in store, and taking Thomson’s written admission, produced after the bonds had 
been signed, which stated that those entries were intended to embrace the balance of teas belonging to 
him which remained unbonded by those ‘ships—taking all these circumstances into consideration, there 
were indications which induced a belief that all was not right. With the information received next day, 
(Sunday,) and the measures taken thereon, you are acquainted, as mentioned by me in my letter of 22d 
ultimo to the Secretary of the Treasury. On Monday the permit was refused; and, had it even been granted 
on Saturday, the delivery from store would have been refused, until fraud, as intimated the day 
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preceding, could be investigated; another ground of refusal was, that I believed that when teas were 

deposited in store as a pledge or security to the government for the duties accruing thereon, and though 

part might be destroyed and unlawfully taken away, the remainder was justly answerable for the whole, 

in like manner I considered the teas in store responsible for the duties on the whole that had not been 
ermitted, though part had been unlawfully removed. 

The assignments made by Thomson to Lippincott & Co. were not known at the custom-house until on 
the morning of the 19th ultimo, as before stated. Had they made us acquainted with the assignments at 
the time they were made to them, and that they held the keys of Thomson’s stores, this latter circumstance, 
in particular, would have excited suspicions of Thomson’s affairs which we did not entertain, and would 
necessarily have led to investigations which might have prevented, in a considerable degree, the loss to 
which the United states is now exposed. 

As respects the cassia, I did not know that any of that article remained in store until I saw it so 
stated in the petition. They must know that a demand for cassia, or any other article than teas, was 
never made; and, consequently, no refusal to deliver could ever have been given. They may, however, 
take it for granted that, in the present state of things, all Thomson’s property in our possession will be 
retained for the present. So totally unacquainted were we at the custom-house of the assignments referred 
to being in existence, that Thomson, a few days before his failure, contended at the office that “he owed 
the United States nothing, so long as property of his remained in charge of the custom-house officers greater 
in value than the amount of his liabilities to the United States.” These assertions were not contradicted, 
as we believed he had stated what was matter of fact. Had it been known that Lippincott & Co. had 
conveyances of this property, and that they held the keys of his stores from the conveyance, as since 
stated by themselves, such expressions from Thomson would never have been made in a public office. I 
rather suppose he was aware that this circumstance was confined to a particular circle. We knew not 
that the Lippincotts had the keys until on Monday morning, 21st ultimo, when a demand was made from 
Thomson of those keys, for the purpose of examining the state of those stores; nor were we allowed access 
to the stores, with the view of ascertaining the amount of teas therein, for near a week after the first 
information of fraud, Lippincott & Co. refusing to deliver up the keys of Thomson which they had in 
their possession. From the latter circumstance, the exclusive possession in the custom-house officers of 
all goods stored for drawback, or long credit, must be very obvious. 

The teas mentioned in the petition are those on account of which suit was brought against me by 
Lippincott & Co., as stated in my letter to the Secretary of the Treasury, which you now have in your 
possession. The district attorney was consulted, and he was of opinion that Lippincott & Co. could not 
be allowed to enter and bond the teas in question. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
JNO. STEELE. 

JosEPpH ANDERSON, Esq., Comptroller of the Treasury. 


P.S. As the claim of Lippincott & Co. on Thomson’s teas, the assignment of which was kept by 
them in mysterious silence until after his failure, I have thought it proper to lay before you extracts of 
two letters from them to me in relation to the subject. 

From theirs of the 21st of November: ‘We have reason to believe, from what we have heard, that 
there are one hundred chests of teas now on board the schooner Enterprise, at Chestnut street wharf, 
which have been shipped by E. Thomson to Messrs. Smith & Nicholl, and Francis H. Nicholl, of New York.” 

Of the one hundred chests mentioned by them, only fifty were found and seized by the Surveyor and 
put into custom-house store. These appear to be a part of four hundred chests which were designed to be 
sent, but could not all be taken, on board the brig Waterloo, which cleared from New York on the 19th 
ultimo, and which, after a tedious passage, arrived, and three hundred and fifty chests seized and put into 
public store, as per advice from our officer at New York, on the 7th instant. 

On the 26th ultimo, 650 or 669 chests were scized in the stores of Smith & Nicholl, by whom shipped 
we were not informed. In reference to those 650 or 669 chests, as also the 50 chests above mentioned, 
(the 350 chests on board the Waterloo being seized a considerable time after,) the Lippincotts addressed 
a note to me, dated 23d ultimo, of which the following are extracts: 

“We hereby offer to enter and bond the tea comprehended in the bill of lading transferred to us, and 
were yesterday found by the custom-house officers.” ‘‘ Those seized at New York by your officers, being 
under similar circumstances, we likewise claim the same right, and that we may be allowed to enter and 
bond them also.” 

I cannot easily comprehend how Thomson had the opportunity of shipping teas claimed by them on 
his assignment, they having in their custody Thomson’s keys from the period.of the first assignment. The 
650 or 669 chests of skin teas per B. Rush, as stated above, the 350 chests of the same per Waterloo, and 
50 chests per Enterprise, same kind, in all 1,050 or 1,069 chests, appear to have been fraudulently shipped 
by Thomson, and consigned to Smith & Nicholl, as since informed, and which are now claimed by Lippincott 
& Co., who have the certificates, and, as they say, were in possession of said certificates at the time they 
were thus fraudulently taken from store by Thomson. 

On the epithets applied in their petition to myself and other officers of the customs I forbear comment. 


ae 





No. 11. 


Cotiector’s Orrice, Philadelphia, December 171, 1825. 


Sir: On the 6th instant, I mentioned in my letter to the Secretary of the Treasury, and which letter 
I supposed might have been handed to you, the opinion of the District Attorney, as to using forcible means 
in obtaining possession of teas in custody of Haggerty, Austin & Co., and which are withheld from the 
officer sent from this place to take them in charge. I also communicated that opinion to the officer, who, — 
(Haggerty, Austin & Co. having threatened a criminal prosecution, in case forcible means were used, ) 
feeling unwilling, on account of personal responsibilities to which he might be liable, has hitherto declined 
acting under these instructions. 
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Be pleased to advise whether forcible means shall be used, as recommended by the District Attorney; 
and also whether it would not be advisable for the District Attorney to attend the prosecution of those 
suits at New York. 
Your instructions on these points are requested with early convenience. 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. STEELE. 


JosePH ANDERSON, Esq., Comptroller of the Treasury. 





No. 12. 


Cottector’s Orricr, Philadelphia, December 23, 1826. 


Sir: On receiving intelligence, on Monday evening, that E. Thomson was seen the day before near 
Wilmington, I immediately communicated the information to the District Attorney. The marshal, 
accompanied by one of the clerks from my office, set out about 10 o’clock at night in pursuit, and succeeded 
in arresting him at Newcastle about 5 o’clock on Tuesday evening, and on the next day he was brought 
to Philadelphia. 

Thomson no doubt intended to make his escape from the United States, as I have since learned that 
he had with him a considerable sum in foreign gold, and there were two or three vessels yet in the river 
which had cleared for Europe a short time before. 

I would have advised you sooner of his arrest, but, finding that the marshal, on his arrival, instead 
of placing him in prison, as affording the best security against escape, had indulged him by remaining 
out under the charge of an officer, and I delayed the information until I could say he was secure in a place 
from whence escape would be rendered less probable. 

I am this moment informed that Thomson, on account of ill health, is still in custody of the marshal. 

I am, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOHN STEELE. 


JosEPH ANDERSON, Esq., Comptroller of the Treasury. 


P.S. I had omitted to state, in my answer to yours of the 10th instant, that Wm. Lippincott 
presented an entry, per ship Woodrop Sims, for 272 chests and 65 half chests young hyson teas, with 
Thomson’s endorsement on the back thereof, empowering and authorizing Jos. & Wm. Lippincott & Co 
to enter the same. This was dated the 19th of November last, but acknowledged by Mr. Lippincott to 
have been signed on the 26th, the day when presented, and immediately after the examination of the teas 
in Thomson’s stores, of which stores Lippincott & Co. had the keys. 


Thomson’s assignment to P. Mackie and R. Renshaw was executed on the 19th of November last. 
J.5. 





Custrom-Housr, Boston, December 13, 1825. 


Sir: In consequence of the information and request communicated by the Collector of Philadelphia, 
in a letter of the 21st ultimo, a copy of which is enclosed, (No. 1,) I took possession of 953 boxes of teas, 
in the stores of Messrs. Stanton, Fiske & Nichols, and informed him of the fact in a letter, a copy of 
which is enclosed, (No. 2.) Subsequently the correspondence marked Nos. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, passed. On the 
receipt of the last letter from the Collector of Philadelphia, I submitted it in a letter (No. 8) to G. Blake, 
esq., United States Attorney, with its enclosures from the Comptroller, and he returned the answer No. 9. 

I had determined, on the receipt of the schedule of the teas on which the duties had not been secured, 
to request the United States Attorney to libel them; but the Collector of Philadelphia not being able to 
furnish it, I am now in doubt what course to pursue. 

I have held the teas in custody, and shall continue to until otherwise directed. I have never doubted 
but that such on which the duties had not been paid were liable for the duties; and, from the claimants, 
I understand that a large portion of them are thus situated. 

With the highest respect, your most obedient servant, 
H. A. 8. DEARBORN, Collector of Customs. 


JosEPH ANDERSON, Esq. 





Cotiector’s Orrice, Boston, December 14, 1825. 


Sir: Your communication of the Tth instant was received this morning when I had just finished the 
preceding communication. 

I have made inquiries of the firm, in conformity to your request, and enclosed are their answers, 
(No. 10,) the truth of which I do not doubt. There are no other facts, other than what are contained in 
the correspondence accompanying this, which occur to me, that will tend to elucidate the subject. 

I am, with the highest respect, your most obedient servant, 
H. A. S. DEARBORN, Collector. 


Jos. ANDERSON, Esq. 





No. 1. 


Cottecror’s Orrice, Philadelphia, November 21, 1826. 


Dear Sir: I have cause to believe that a large quantity of teas, imported in the ships Thomas Scat- 
tergood, William Savary, and Benjamin Rush, the Woodrop Sims, and Addison, within the current year, 
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by Edward Thomson of this city, have been surreptitiously taken from store, (the duties thereon not having 
been paid or secured, or permit obtained for their delivery.) And having cause to believe that 1,200 or 
1,500 boxes of those teas have been sent to Messrs. Stanton, Fiske & Nichols, of Boston, in whose 
possession they probably are, I request you will, as soon as practicable, have said teas seized for 
adjudication, and transmit to me an account of the kinds and qualities that may be found, particularly 
designating the vessel or vessels in which they were imported. 

As the matter was only communicated to me yesterday afternoon, I regret that I cannot, until 
investigation is had of those actually in store, (which is in progress,) inform you of the amount or 
description of the teas unlawfully removed, but will forward to you information in the premises as soon 
as possible. A list of the teas which should be in the stores is enclosed, but no examination has as yet 
been made. The quantity taken without permit must be considerable, by the account of the party 
himself. 

I am, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 

JNO. STEELE. 
Henry A. S. Dearsorn, Esq. 


The schedule referred to contains 19,614 chests and packages. 





No. 2. 


Custom-Housr, Boston, November 25, 1825. 


Dear Sir: Your letter of the 21st instant was received this morning, and I have taken possession of 
about one thousand chests of teas, in Messrs. Stanton, Fiske & Nichol’s store, but the exact number, 
kinds, and the names of the vessels in which they were imported cannot be sent you until a schedule is 
made of them, which will be done by to-morrow. I have taken about 40 chests just arrived from Philadel- 
phia. I understand that other teas, of the same importations, have been sent here, sold, and consumed, 
during the summer. I am on the look out, and all that can now be found in the city will be seized. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
H. A. 8. DEARBORN. 


J. STEELE, Esq. 





No. 3. 


Custom-Hovse, Boston, November 26, 1825. 


Sir: I find it will be impossible to have a schedule made out of the teas to send off to-day. 
I wish you would send me a list of such of the teas on which the duties have been secured, and of 
those that were taken from the public store, on which the duties were not secured, that I may retain all 


of the latter, and restore the others to the claimants. 


The 40 boxes named in my letter yesterday came in the schooner Superb, Reed, master. They were 


imported in the Benjamin Rush, on the 1st of July, by Edward Thomson, came here to J. Baker & Son, 
entitled to debenture, with the usual certificate from your office. 


I wish to know, as soon as possible, whether these have been bonded and may be delivered to the 


claimant. 


Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
H. A. 8. DEARBORN. 
J. Sree.e, Esq. 


A schedule of the teas was sent to the Collector, containing 953 chests. 





No. 4. 
Extract of a letter from the custom-house at Philadelphia, dated November 26, 1825. 


“On the 21st instant General Steele addressed a letter to the Collector of the port of Boston, and is 


very desirous to hear from him on the subject of his communication. A letter received from the Secretary 
of the Treasury, at this moment, approves of the measures taken in regard to the subject, and recommends 
consulting the District Attorney of the United States as to further proceedings. General Steele calculates 
on the prompt aid of your Collector. 


“T am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
“ , Deputy Collector.” 





Here follows an account of teas sent to Boston as acknowledged by the party: 


Imported per Benjamin Rush, July 1, 1825: 
200 chests hyson skin tea, sent to Stanton, Fiske & Nichols. 
“ Imported per Thomas Scattergood, July 2, 1825: 
300 chests hyson skin tea, . : 
620 chests “A son ten, sent to Stanton, Fiske & Nichols. 
Imported per Woodrop Sims, April 13, 1825: 
965 chests young hyson tea, 
358 half chests young hyson tea, + sent to Stanton, Fiske & Nichols, or Cutler & Hammond. 
510 chests souchong tea, 
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Imported per Addison, April 5, 1825: 
283 chests young hyson tea, 


572 chests souchong tea, 
Imported per William Savary, February 28, 1825: 
400 chests young hyson tea, sent to Stanton, Fiske & Nichols. 





No. 5. 


substance now given, has been furnished by himself. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 





100 half chests young hyson tea, ¢ sent to Stanton, Fiske & Nichols, or Cutler & Hammond. 


Cottector’s Orrice, Port of Philadelphia, December 1, 1825. 


Sir: Your favor of the 26th ultimo is received. The forty boxes (5 catty) of imperial teas, mentioned 
in your letter, were regularly bonded. The United States can have no claim on them. The following 
list will put you in possession of all the teas shipped by Edward Thomson, of his importations to Boston, 
exhibiting the quantity and kind, and the parcels not entered according to law. This statement, in 
























































Henry A. S. Dearzorn, Esq. 
Per ship William Savary. 


Jonsigned as above. 
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Consigned as above. 





No. 6. 


send as soon as possible. 


done for my government. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


JouHN STEELE, Esq., Collector, Philadelphia. 


Custom-Housr, Boston, December 5, 1825. 


Dear Sir: I have received your letter of the 1st instant, but I cannot proceed to libel the teas until 
I receive the schedule of the marks and numbers of the identical boxes on which the duties have not 
been paid, which I have daily expected, and most anxiously await, and trust you will be so good as to 


I presume you have referred the case to the Secretary of the Treasury, and have his sanction to 
proceed against the teas on which duties have not been secured, but which were taken previous thereto, 
and without a permit, from the public store. Please to inform me what the Secretary has directed to be 


, Deputy Collector. 











ie eee rere 400 chests young hyson. 
co CLT CETTE ETT T 400 do do. 
Sent to Stanton, Fiske & Nichols, Boston; duties thereon not secured. 
Per ship Addison. 
YOUNG HYSON. SOUCHONG. 
Chests. Half chests. Chests. 
Seioped by BT. i. cccsscees 233 100 572 
BR ais Hines ewen-aan's bse 210 
Balance not entered....... 233 100 362 
Consigned to Stanton, Fiske & Nichols, Cutler & Hammond, Boston. 
Per ship Woodrop Sims. 
YOUNG HYSON. SOUCHONG. 
Chests. Half chests. Chests. 
Shipped by E. T......2..<0 965 358 510 
Perera re er 340 160 160 
Balance not entered....... 625 198 350 


HYSON SKIN. 
Chests. 


300 
200 


100 


H. A. 8. DEARBORN. 
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No. 1. 


Cottector’s Orrice, Philadelphia, December 9, 1825. 


Dear Sir: In reply to yours of the 5th instant, wherein you request a schedule of the marks and 
numbers of the identical boxes on which the duties have not been paid, or secured to be paid, I have to 
mention that the certificates having been delivered by the Surveyor to the importer as soon as they were 
completed, which has been his usual practice, it is now impossible, from any documents in our possession, 
to designate those fraudulently taken from store from such as have been delivered on permit, as in such 
delivery nothing is noted but the marks, kinds, and quantities mentioned in the permit. 

I early, and occasionally since, communicated to the Secretary of the Treasury everything which 
came to my knowledge of this fraudulent business; and except his answer to my first letter, approving of 
the measures I had taken for the recovery of those teas, and to have the advice and assistance of the 
District Attorney, I have had no instructions from him. 

By a letter from the Comptroller of the Treasury, received yesterday, it appears that all my letters to 
the Secretary have been handed over to the Comptroller, a copy of whose letter is herewith transmitted, 
which will exhibit to you all that I have yet received from the Treasury Department on the subject. 

As the Government will doubtless prosecute such unparalleled fraud to the utmost extremity, and the 
question arising out of the certificates which have been issued to the importer, and considered by many 
as a bar to the claim of the United States, may be taken up to the highest judicial tribunal, it would be 
of importance in the present stage of the business if you could obtain from Stanton, Fiske & Nichols, 
which they will probably not refuse, information of the time when the teas you have seized came into 
their possession; which would afford considerable light as to those taken unlawfully from store; as 
Thomson has given a statement of the time of shipments to New York and Boston, and also the kinds and 
quantities transmitted, which had been taken without permit, and though this is the only information we 
could obtain of the destination of those teas, yet it cannot be relied on altogether, as the quantity given 
in that statement of teas fraudulently removed falls materially short of the actual deficit ascertained on 
taking an inventory of those yet in store. The teas seized by you do not quite amount to one-third of 
what have been forwarded to Stanton, Fiske & Nichols. The want of certificate No. 1 would warrant a 
belief that the duties thereon were not paid or secured. 

Any instructions or information which I may receive shall be forwarded to you without delay. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN STEELE. 


Henry S. Dearsorn, Esq. 


No. 8. 
Custom-Hovusr, Boston, December 13, 1825. 


Dear Sir: I enclose you a letter this morning received from the Collector of Philadelphia, and a copy 
of one from the Comptroller, in relation to the teas about which we had a conversation yesterday. Will 
you be so good as to give me your opinion as to the course it is most proper to pursue. Is it best to libel 
the teas immediately, or wait for further information or instructions from Philadelphia or from the Treasury, 
or write directly to the Secretary for directions what to do ? 

I wish you, if possible, to give me an answer this forenoon. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
H. A. 8. DEARBORN. 

Col. G. Buaxe, U. S. Attorney. 





No. 9. 


DeEcEMBER 13, 1825. 


Dear Sir: Having carefully examined the letter received by you this morning from the Collector of 
Philadelphia, as also that recently addressed to him by the Comptroller of the Treasury, I am of opinion, 
that it would not be prudent and safe for you, upon the authority merely of a request from the Collector, 
to proceed to an immediate and actual seizure of the teas; especially as I am not apprised of there being 
any legal ground upon which, even under all the circumstances stated by Mr. Steele, they can be claimed 
by the United States as a forfeiture. 

It appears, at any rate, from the letter of the Comptroller, that as to the principal, and, in my view, 
the turning point of the case, he has considered it as a matter of so much doubt and delicacy as to have 
declined the expression of any opinion respecting it, and that this point is probably now under the consid- 
eration of the Attorney General. If, then, the case be of such novelty and perplexity that the principal 
officer of the Treasury Department has deemed it “inexpedient” to pronounce even an opinion upon it, 
much less to direct the course of procedure to be adopted, which it would be his duty to do in ordinary 
cases, surely I should imagine it cannot be your duty upon your own responsibility to make the seizure. 

Were I, therefore, in your situation, I should certainly adopt no further measures in this case, without 
express directions thereto from the Treasury Department. 

Most truly and faithfully your friend, 
G. BLAKE. 

Gen. Drarporn. 





No. 10. 


The teas were unaccompanied by a general or particular certificates, aa 
The advances were made on all the teas after they arrived here, or after having received the inwoices 
and bills of lading. 
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We had no knowledge of the approaching insolvency of Edward Thomson at any time, and were 
much astonished when we heard of his failure, as we had supposed his business to have been very profi- 


table for the last two years. 
STANTON, FISKE & NICHOLS. 
Boston, December 14, 1825. 





No. 14. 


Custom-Housr, Baltimore, Collector’s Office, December 5, 1825. 


Sir: We have had a singular case here respecting certain teas, said te have been taken out of the 
public keeping at Philadelphia by Edward Thomson, without entry, &c. At the request of the Collector 
of that district, we seized a number of chests here, and advised him of the particulars, at the same 
time requesting such legal instructions as he possessed, and his assent to a proposal to sell them for the 
benefit of all parties, as likely to lose value every day, and especially in case of judicial decisions being 
sought for, as was to be expected. It is understood the purchasers or consignees of the teas would 
prefer this as far as we have spoken on the subject; but I wish your direction in the case, as no doubt 
having it presented to your view in all its aspects before now by the party officially concerned in Phila- 
delphia. ‘There is, however, another circumstance mingling in the business here. Some of the teas now 
seized came here under the proper certificate of the office there, cleared regularly coastwise, for benefit 
of drawback, and some have been exported and certified from hence as entitled to it. Is not the certificate 
of the office in these cases an assurance sufficient to the purchasers that they were lawfully offered at 
sale, and might be, without fear, bought and transferred, and therefore an effectual bar interposed to any 
future claims of the United States? 

I beg your instructions, that we may proceed legally and successfully, as early as possible, and 
remain, in haste, sir, 

Your obedient servant, 


JAS. H. MCULLOCH. 


JoserH ANDERSON, Esq. 





No. 15. 


Bartimore, December 6, 1825. 


Sir: In March, April, and May last, I purchased teas at auction in Philadelphia, imported by Edward 
Thomson, esq., in the ships Wm Savary, Addison, and Woodrop Sims, which I have sold to grocers in 
this city, (except three packages. ) 

With these teas I received the usual certificates, (which have been always received as evidence of 
their having been bonded for;) but in consequence of an order (or information) from the Collector of the 
port of Philadelphia, they have been seized, and where the holders refused to give receipts to hold them 
subject to the order of the Collector of the port of Baltimore, they have been removed to the public store. 

I submit these facts to you, under the impression that it is only necessary for you to know them to 
give an order for the release of the teas. 

I remain, sir, with great respect, your very obedient servant, 
MARTIN GILLET. 

Josern ANDERSON, Esq., Comptroller of the Treasury of the United States. 


P. S. I am aware, sir, that these seizures have not been made for the want of certificates, but upon 
suspicion that they have been improperly obtained. Whether this be the case or not, it is not my fault, 
and I ought not to be made answerable for the faults of others, over whom I could have no control. M. G. 





Custom-Hovse, Baltimore, December 6, 1825. 


The facts being as stated, it is only necessary to remark, on the above application, that the certificates 
spoken of are those only which are issued to accompany spirits, wines, and teas, which purport no more 
than their regular importation; but at present, the persons implicated in the business, by purchase, &c., 
all without knowledge, suppose these to be sufficient vouchers of the payment of duties, and, therefore, 
that the action of the custom-house is against the rules resulting from the law in the case. 

It may not be amiss to state our practice in relation to these certificates. They are made out with 
all expedition as fast as they are gauged and marked. ‘They are delivered to the importer at once, it 
neither suiting the convenience of one party or the other to retain them at the custom-house, where they 
would have to be called for whenever a chest, &c., is to be delivered. The teas remain for the duties. 

JAS. H. MCCULLOCH. 





No. 16. 


Treasury Department, Comptroller's Office, December 20, 1825. 


Sm: I received your letter of the 5th instant, stating that, at the request of the Collector at Phila- 
delphia, you had seized a number of chests of tea, which had been deposited in store at that place, but 
had been removed by Edward Thompson without having given bonds, with sureties, for the duties; and, of 
course, without having obtained a permit for the removal of the teas; that some of the chests were 
accompenied by the proper certificate of the officer there, were regularly cleared coastwise for benefit of 
drawback, and some had been exported from Baltimore, and certified as entitled to that benefit. 
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In reply, I have to observe that similar seizures were made in Philadelphia, New York, and Boston, 
but no definitive opinion has, as yet, been formed as to the disposition which should be made of the teas 
seized, this depending entirely upon the facts and circumstances in each case. 

With a view of forming a correct opinion in relation to the case at Baltimore, I have to request that 
you will be pleased to state, so far as has come to your knowledge, whether the persons who had the teas 
in their possession were bona fide purchasers in a fair course of trade, or whether all, or any of them, 
were mere consignees and agents of Mr. Thomson to sell the teas on his account; whether all the chests 
were accompanied with the certificate required by the 41st section of the collection law of March 2, 1799, 
and if not, furnish a list of such, with the names of the persons in whose possession they were found; 
also, whether there is any reason to believe that the parties, or either of them, had any intimation of the 
approaching insolvency of Mr. Thomson. 


Respectfully, JOS. ANDERSON, Comptroller. 
James H. McCuttocn, Esq. 





No. 17. 
City or Wasuineton, December 6, 1825. 


Sir: Availing myself of your permission to communicate the circumstances and facts respecting a 
quantity of teas held by the house of J. & P. Hone & Co., of New York, in which I am a partner, I have 
the honor to state that on or about the 20th of August last a clerk of Edward Thomson, of Philadelphia, 
with authority to act for him, applied to us for an advance on 2,245 chests of Tonkay and Hyson skin tea, 
then in the city of New York. We agreed to advance 53 cents per pound, and estimated the weight to 
be 166,000 pounds, making the sum of $87,980, in our notes, at an average of 8 months. The teas, with 
the policies of insurance against fire risk, were regularly transferred to us, and are, with the certificates, 
now in our possession. It was agreed that the teas should be sold at such time and credit as would place 
funds in our hands to meet the payment of the said notes. Just about the time we contemplated selling 
them, Mr. Thomson failed, and it was reported that he had previously taken from the custody of the 
custom-house large quantities of teas, which were not entered; and to our great surprise we have since 
discovered that 1,795 of ours are part of those which have been thus fraudulently removed. 

By the preceding statement, you will perceive that this was on our part a regular mercantile transac- 
tion, and that we had no reason to suspect the fraud, the teas having been publicly shipped in Philadelphia 
for New York, and there landed under inspection of the custom-house officers, and accompanied with the 
usual certificates. Under these circumstances, I cannot but trust and hope that the Treasury, after 
deliberating on this subject, will interfere and prevent any seizure of the property, and that we may, as 
innocent holders, be permitted to sell it without embarrassment. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
JOHN HONE. 


JoserH ANDERSON, Esq., Comptroller of the Treasury. 





No. 18. 


Orrice or THE ATTORNEY GENERAL oF THE Unirep States, January 3, 1826. 


Sir: I have examined with attention the documents submitted on yesterday for my opinion in the 
case of Edward Thomson. The facts are not as yet developed. They are as yet so very imperfectly 
known that it would be premature to hazard a legal opinion on them. Enough, however, is disclosed to 
satisfy me that the liability of these teas to the claim of the Government for duties ought to be submitted 
to judicial scrutiny and decision; and this I think may be done promptly and without any material 
inconvenience to the claimants. The district judges having the power of holding special sessions when- 
ever they please, and their courts being, I believe, in practice, almost continually open in the larger 
commercial cities, if the claimants are disposed to bring this subject to a judicial test, the teas might at 
once be libelled for the whole duties due to the United States, and on their paying the duties which they 
are understood to be willing to pay on the specific parcels, the teas might, according to the course of the 
court, be delivered back to them on stipulation and satisfactory surety to abide the final decree on the 
question of the liability of those teas to the whole amount of duties. They would then have the benefit 
of selling the teas at once, and the Government would be rendered secure by force of the stipulation in 
case the-question should be decided in their favor. If the claimants will assent to this course, the teas 
may be seized and libelled, and the claim and answer filed, and the teas delivered to the claimants on 
stipulation on one and the same day. 

If the claimants will not assent to this course, I advise a seizure under the 68th section of the 
collection law of 1799, and a libel for a forfeiture, with a separate libel setting forth all the facts of the 
case, and charging the teas for the whole amount of duties. 

I would advise, also, that the teas remaining stored in Philadelphia should be libelled for the whole 
duties, that the Messrs Lippincott may have it in their power to submit their claim to judicial investiga- 
tion, and that we may have the sanction of a court for any step that may be taken with regard to them. 

If the refusal of the claimants to assent to a judicial examination and settlement should make a 
seizure necessary in the first instance, they will still have it in their power to take out the teas on stipu- 
lation, if they shall think proper to ask it. 

If in any of these cases the attorneys for the United States shall not be satisfied with the state of 
evidence, and wish from the claimants a more full disclosure of facts, I apprehend that an information in 
the nature of a bill of discovery would lie, as suggested by Judge Story, in the case of the United States 
vs. Lyman, 1 Wheaton, 2. 

I will suggest that the suit already instituted by the Messrs. Lippincott against the Collector of Phila- 
delphia, as well as any others which may be brought against other officers for seizures under this opinion, 
ought to be removed into the courts of the United States, if originated in a State court, according to the 
provisions of the acts of Congress. If upon the communication of this opinion to the district attorneys 
any difficulty which has not occurred to me should arise, or any further explanation should be asked, I 
shall be glad to hear further from you. 
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I forbear the expression of an opinion on the specific questions, because the facts are confessedly 
incomplete, and because, as the whole subject must, I think, go before our courts, I can perceive no 
purpose which can be answered by the expression of an opinion on my part. It would not influence the 
decision of the court; and so far as might influence the movements of your Department, I presume that 
it is enough for me to say, as I have said, that, on the facts as presented to me, the whole case is, in my 
opinion, a very proper one for the decision of our courts, and that we should fail in our duty if we were not 


to bring it before them. 
The documents are returned. 
I have the honor to remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. WIRT. 





No. 19. 


Treasury Department, Comptroller’s Office, January 6, 1826. 


Sir: I enclose herewith a copy of the opinion of the Attorney General of the United States, in relation 
to certain teas imported by Edward Thomson, and which have been taken possession of by the officers 
of the United States, or remain in the hands of other persons in the cities of Boston, New York, Phila- 
delphia, and Baltimore, and are intended to be taken possession of and, in compliance with instructions 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, have to request that you will proceed in the case or cases in your 
district in manner as suggested and advised in that opinion, allowing to the several claimants every 
accommodation compatible with the course to be pursued under it and with the interests of the United 


States. 

With great respect, 
JOSEPH ANDERSON, Comptroller. 
GrorcE Brake, Esq., D. A., Boston. 

Rosert Trttotson, Esq., D. A., New York. 
Cuartes P. IncEersout, Esq., D. A., Philadelphia. 
NatuaniEL Witurams, Esq., D. A., Baltimore. 





No. 20. 
Cotiector’s Orrice, January 2, 1826. 

Sir: By advice from New York I am informed that the teas of E. Thomson’s importation, deposited 
in the store of Haggerty, Austin & Co., have been seized without having recourse to forcible means, as 
they opened the store to the officer, whom I had instructed to make a formal demand for admission before 
any violence would be employed for that purpose. 

From the manner in which the apartments were filled up with the teas it was impossible to ascertain 
the quantity, by minute examination, without removing a quantity cf them to other apartments, which 
would have been attended with considerable labor; and as Messrs. Haggerty, Austin & Co. gave to the 
officer a statement, as per annexed memorandum, which, corresponding in quantity with what we had 
previously understood was in their possession, a further investigation was deemed unnecessary. 

All the diligence and industry hitherto employed by the officer to find the teas acknowledged by 
Hone & Co. to be in their possession have been unattended with success, which induces me to think that 
the continuance of an officer there any longer will be useless. I now regret that the Collector of New 
York had not acted in the case as the Collectors of Boston and Baltimore, with much promptitude, 
proceeded to do on receiving information of the fraud that had been committed; no doubt the number of 
the officers employed in that port, and possessing the knowledge they must have of the different stores, 
would have succeeded in making discoveries of the teas in question which would be unattainable by a 
stranger. I therefore respectfully submit for your consideration whether it might not yet be of much 
importance were you to instruct the Collector at New York to assume the business. The officer from 
Philadelphia having lately discovered in a store six or seven hundred chests of tea of E. Thomson’s 
importation, which, on examination, were found to be of the years 1822, 1823, and 1824, induces the 
opinion that there may be in New York a greater quantity of those of 1825 than we have had any 
particular information respecting, as it is highly probable that the older teas would be first disposed of, 
whilst the latter would be cautiously kept out of view for the present by the possessors. 

I have not been informed whether the Collectors of Baltimore and Boston have had the teas, by them 
respectively seized, libelled; I presume they will receive instructions from you as respects the necessary 
measures to be adopted. 

I am informed that Payson & Co., of Baltimore, in whose hands a quantity of E. Thomson’s teas were 
seized by the Collector, are indebted to Thomson $8,000; that the teas under seizure are worth about 
$5,000. Would it not be advisable to relinquish the seizure in case I can obtain from Thomson’s 
assignees an order on Payson & Co. to pay to me, for the use of the United States, the amount due by 
them to Thomson, which will be placed to his credit in our accounts ? | 

I will not withdraw the officer from New York until I receive your advice and instruction on the 


subject. 


I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. STEELE. 


JosepH ANDERSON, Esq., Comptroller of the Treasury. 
Memorandum of teas in possession of Messrs. Haggerty, Austin & Co. 


E. T. 916 chests H. Skin teas, imported per ship Addison. 


iy ee BD. 5 55 cen sien ns sO. 5.50.4. ee Bevery. 
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3,631 chests. 
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No. 21. 


Custom-Hovsr, Baltimore, Collector's Office, January 6, 1826. 


Sir: In the close of your letter of the 4th instant, deciding Mr. Tyson’s case, at Key West, you remind 
me of the letter of the 20th ultimo, which had remained unanswered. This was occasioned by directions 
from the Collector of Philadelphia, which disposed of the subject so far as to render the detailed report 
you had required a needless labor to the Department and myself. 

He had, subsequently to my letter of the 5th ultimo, desired me to release the several parcels detained 
here, as far as they appeared to have been held by innocent purchasers, or were of a particular description 
all of which they had found at home. This left but a single parcel, which appeared to be a consignment 
from Mr. Thomson, and was in the hands of a most respectable house here, H. Payson & Oo. 

It would have been, therefore, requesting a judgment upon a case no longer existing; which, however 
it might serve at a future occasion, would have unnecessarily exercised the consideration of the Depart- 
ment prospectively to have drawn out the case in the manner required. 

I remain, sir, your obedient servant, JAS. H. McCULLOCH. 

JosePH ANDERSON, Esq. 





Treasury Department, January 10, 1826. 


Sir: Since my letter of instructions to you of the 5th instant it has been represented to me that, from 
a period commencing with the last spring and continuing until the close of the autumn, Mr. Thomson 
was in the habit of selling, at public auctions, in Philadelphia, boxes or parcels of the very teas which he 
fraudulently withdrew from store; which sales were matter of common notoriety, advertisements and 
other notices of them constantly appearing in the newspapers. You will be pleased to direct your special 
attention to these representations, inquiring, first, if they be founded in fact, and if so, through what 
causes it happened that the officers of the customs were not excited into wakefulness by such conduct on 
the part of Mr. Thomson. Their indifference to it, after all that has transpired, requires at least full 
explanation. 

In pursuing your examinations on all the objects of your commission, you will call before you the 
clerks of the custom-house, as well as others, an authority which my instructions of the 5th cover, and 
which is here specified only from greater caution. 

I have the honor to remain, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 

SamMvuEL Harrison Satu, Esq., Philadelphia. 





Treasury Department, January 6, 1826. 


Smr: Samuel Harrison Smith, Esq., has been selected by the President to institute an examination into 
the affairs of the custom-house at Philadelphia under circumstances and with objects that are fully 
explained in instructions to him from this Department, dated yesterday. As he will show you these 
instructions I need say nothing more respecting them, and have only to convey to you the President’s 
desire that he be permitted to inspect, in as full a manner as he may think proper, all the books, papers, 
and accounts of the establishment; and that you will afford him every facility in your power, whether as 
to the examination of persons or documents, or regarding any other matter or thing, that may tend 
to effectuate in any degree all or any of the ends contemplated by his instructions. 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 


JoHN STEELE, Esq., Collector of the port of Philadelphia. 





[ Enclosures, from No. 1 to 10, and A, B, C, D, in the letter of instruction to the Commissioner. | 
No. 1. 


Cottector’s Orrice, Philadelphia, November 22, 182. 


Sir: I have the painful task to perform of announcing to you the failure of Edward Thomson, which 
was made known to me on Saturday, by which, I fear, the United States will sustain a very heavy loss; 
I am the more inclined to think so from information I received on Sabbath afternoon, which affords strong 
ground to suspect a premeditated fraud. 

One of the officers obtained information from a young man in Mr. Thomson’s employ that a large 
quantity of Mr. Thomson’s teas, which had not been permitted on entry at the custom-house, had been 
transmitted, the greater part to New York and the residue to Boston, mentioning the several houses to 
whom the teas were sent. 

Immediately on the receipt of this intelligence, which was near the hour the mail stage departs, I 
despatched therein two officers to New York to have those teas seized if they could be found, and wrote 
to the Collector requesting his aid in the matter. I wrote to the Collector at Boston to make seizure of 
the teas sent to that place. ; 

I would have written to you yesterday, but delayed with the expectation of being able to inform 
you of the exact amount of teas surreptitiously taken from the store, by taking an inventory of teas 
actually remaining; but in this I have as yet been disappointed, as I have not been able to obtain the 
importer’s keys, who alle&es that they are in the hands of Messrs. Lippincott & Co., auctioneers, (to 
whom Mr. Thomson has assigned a quantity of teas,) and who refuse to give them up. From all these 
circumstances you will perceive strong indications of fraud. 

Not knowing whether any of those teas have been sent elsewhere, or to whom, I have felt a 
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difficulty about writing to any other Collectors on the subject. As soon as I have it in my power to 
communicate to you more particularly it will be done, and request you will be pleased to give me any 
advice you may deem necessary in the premises. 
I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOHN STEELE. 


Ricuarp Rusu, Esq., Secretary of the Treasury. 





No. 2. 


Cottector’s Orrice, Philadelphia, November 30, 1825. 


Sm: I am informed by one of the officers just returned from New York, who had been sent in quest 
of Thomson’s teas, surreptitiously taken from the store, that several seizures had been made, but incon- 
siderable in amount in comparison with the whole quantity which we have reason to believe was sent to 
that place. 

There is good reason to believe that a considerable quantity of those teas are in the custody of 
auctioneers, who have peremptorily refused access, and have threatened a prosecution if violent means 
are used for that purpose. The officer prudently omitted, until otherwise advised, to take any step that 
would involve my personal inconvenience, or occasion me any pecuniary disadvantage or damage, but 
adopted the milder course of placing a lock on the door of the store where the teas are deposited, and for 
the further security of which the Collector has kindly promised the assistance of a night watch. There igs 
another store wherein, it is believed, a greater quantity is deposited than in the above mentioned; but 
access to the teas has not been demanded, apprehending that a like reply would be made as that which | 
have stated; but like caution will be observed, as in the other case, to prevent the removal of the teas, 
until instructions are forwarded of the course finally to be taken in the premises. Your advice and 
instructions in this matter you will be pleased to give me as soon as practicable. 

Yesterday I received advice from the Collector of Boston that, immediately on the receipt of my 
letter, he seized teas of Thomson’s importation to a large amount, the number of chests not yet ascer- 
tained, or the kind and qualities, or particular vessel in which imported. 

Having recently received information that a small quantity of those teas had been sent to Baltimore, 
I have advised the Collector accordingly. As soon as we can state with precision the amount of depreda- 
tion committed it shall be forwarded to you. 

It is highly probable that the certificate, directed to be issued under the collection law of 1799, 41st 
section, may accompany part, if not the whole, of the teas unlawfully taken from store, as I find they have 
been issued to the importer. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOHN STEELE. 

Ricuarp Rusu, Esq., Secretary of the Treasury. 





No. 3. 


Cortector’s Orrice, Philadelphia, December 1, 1825. 


Sm: I have, agreeably to instructions contained in your letter of the 24th ultimo, applied to the 
District Attorney for advice in the measures to be pursued in prosecuting a seizure and recovery of 
E. Thomson’s teas unlawfully taken from store, as well as every other matter connected therewith in 
which the interest of the United States is involved, and will act agreeably to such advice as I have 
received or may hereafter receive from him on the subject. 

A suit has been instituted yesterday against me by Messrs. Lippincott & Co. for refusing to deliver to 
them, from store, a quantity of E. Thomson’s teas, and also a further quantity seized at New York, and 
some chests seized on board a vessel in this place which had been assigned to them some time ago by E. 
Thomson; and, as I have reason to apprehend that other suits may be instituted against me in the 
business, I request you will either authorize me to call on Mr. Ingersoll to appear in behalf of the United 
States to defend such suit or suits, or give him such directions as you may decm proper in the premises. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOHN STEELE. 


Ricuarp Rusu, Esq., Secretary of the Treasury. 





No. 4. 


Cottecror’s Orrice, Philadelphia, December 6, 1825. 


Sir: I would have informed you of the amount of teas fraudulently taken from E. Thomson’s store as 
soon as it was correctly ascertained, but delayed with the hope that I might be enabled to accompany it 
with some more satisfactory information of the quantity of those teas seized in behalf of the United States, 
as also those mentioned in my letter to you of the 30th ultimo, of which (access to them being still per- 
sisted in) I can give you no further information. The larger quantity mentioned in my letter, supposed 
to be in the store of Hone & Co., I am informed is not in the store they occupy, though acknowledged by 
them to be in their custody. The officer is prosecuting every means in his power to discover where they 
are deposited. » 

Enclosed is a statement of the quantity fraudulenty removed from store, and also of the seizures 
made in New York, Boston, Baltimore, and this place. The quantities, by information, stated to be in 
custody of auctioneers in New York, say in custody of Haggerty & Austin, to which access has been 
refused, 3,631 chests, and of Hone & Co. 2,245 chests—in all, 5,876 chests. 
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Since I commenced writing I have received information from New York that Mr. Ogden, the counsel 
of Haggerty & Austin, has advised them to dispose of or remove their teas wherever they may think 
The District Attorney here advises forcible means to be employed to effect a seizure. 


proper. 


Mr. Ingersoll’s advice will be forwarded to the officer by this day’s mail. 


Having obtained from Thomson and the persons in his employ all the information we could obtain (and 
the only information we have had) respecting the places where, and the persons to whom, those teas were 
sent, on Friday morning last I stated to the District Attorney that I thought it indispensably necessary 
that a criminal suit against Mr. Thomson should be forthwith instituted. He informed me, in reply, that 
at present he deemed the measure inexpedient; alleging, as a reason for delay, that important information 


A 


might yet be obtained, which might be checked or destroyed by a-prosecution against him. I 


moment informed that Mr. Thomson and his clerk left this city in a dearborn at an early hour on Sabbath 


morning, but whence, or for what purpose, has not been intimated. 


Though I am satisfied that unwarrantable laxity of conduct or improper indulgence has been allowed 
in the department having charge of Thomson’s teas, I have forborne saying anything to you on that 
subject, until I shall have ascertained, if possible, how, and by what means, so great a quantity had been 


taken away, and where the culpability lies. 


As before requested, you will be pleased to give me, generally, in relation to Mr. Thomson’s trans- 


action, such advice and instruction as you may deem necessary. 
I am your obedient, humble servant, 





[Enclosure in No. 4.] 


JOHN STEELE. 
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List of teas seized at Baltimore, (DOXES). cccccccessDbocccccccccccvccsccccvcces UBD. cece Liccscccccccccccccs 


ccccvcccccccee lO 


Ds 00000 00000e BORON: ccccccccceccccses seccecc secs cosscc cscs cece ccccecOteccsceccceccsccces cosccccccccs Shooeee BIT 
Do.....+4+44.New York, (by agent from Philad’a).25...... csssesseeeeedTTesses Qevsseeneeeces eoeeeeed 56h 1,000 
In store (55 Front street) of Haggerty, Austin & Co., (locks placed on this store by inspector) ......ssseee seeeeeeeee sees Dp 40Bsececereees 223 


Tn store 


of J. and P. Hone & Co., supposed also in No. 55 Front street, but not ascertained ..... ...++ 


It appears from letters in our possession that Haggerty, Austin & Co. have advanced a considerable amount on the teas in their possession to Edward 
Thomson ; and from J. and P. Hone & Co. a large advance was obtained by said Edward Thomson. The letter from Hone & Co. acknowledges the 
quantity above stated to be in their possession. The quantity in possession of Haggerty, Austin & Co. is in the handwriting of one of their clerks. 
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No. 


Cottector’s Orrice, Philadelphia, December 12, 1825. 


Sm: On the 6th, previously to the receipt of your letter of the 3d instant, I wrote to the Secretary 
of the Treasury, enclosing a statement of amount of teas fraudulently taken from Thomson’s stores, the 
seizures made at New York, Boston, Baltimore, and every other information I could then communicate 
on the subject, which I presume has also been referred to your Department. 

In yours you request me to state, if they have come to my knowledge, “the particulars of the manner 
in which the teas were obtained or removed.” The information received, and the means taken to acquire 
it, I will state, not foreseeing the probability of obtaining any further light on the subject. 

On the 5th instant I wrote to the surveyor, proposing several queries relative to the duties of the 
department under his superintendence and direction, to which I requested distinct and explicit answers— 
two of which, touching the point on which you require particular information, and his answers thereto, 


are as follows : ; ; a 
1. “What has been the usual course pursued by the officers of the customs in storing spirits, wines, 


and teas, as also in delivering the same from store.” 
2. “Do you know of any course pursued in the premises other than that prescribed by law, or any 


indulgence granted which the law does not authorize? and if such has been the case, say by whom.” 


5. 


Answers: 


1. The usual course pursued has been, that, when the vessel is discharging, the spirits, wines, and 
teas have been taken from the wharf to the stores of the merchants, and when all have been delivered 
from the vessel, some days have been allowed by the inspectors to the merchants to assort the different 
chops of teas, and stow properly the spirits and wines. In delivering the same from store, the inspectors 
have unlocked the stores and superintended the delivery ; but in some cases, when very busily employed, 
the inspectors have intrusted the keys to the merchants, it being deemed necessary for the furtherance 
of business, which otherwise would have caused ruinous and unnecessary delays to the merchants. This 
has always been the practice and custom allowed by the different surveyors, and in the storing it would 
be impossible to do otherwise, unless the inspectors were to follow the loads of every dray, when, in many 
instances, twenty or more stores have been taken to receive the goods in various parts of the city. 

2. The course pursued in the premises, in allowing the merchants possession of the keys, was not 
according to law, but as described in answer first. Indulgence was especially granted, in one instance, 
by me, to Messrs. Smiths, for removing the locks, for the purpose of sooner making sales, and arranging 
them for the inspection of the purchasers, and was without any loss to the Government. This was two 
years or more past. 

The information I received from the officer who had charge of Thomson’s store, as also from others 
of the inspectors, corresponds with that stated by the surveyor; but believing that so great a quantity 
could not have been removed, when teas were taken from store under permit, which the improper indul- 
gence mentioned might be supposed to afford, I advised the obtaining, if possible, from the young man 
in Thomson’s employ, who gave us the first intimation of fraud, such information as I presumed he could 
give of the means employed to accomplish the nefarious purpose. 

This young man has recently communicated to the officer employed to obtain the information that, from 
what he now understands, Thomson had, on previous occasions, taken teas from store before they were 
bonded, but not to such extent as in the present instance. That, whilst the vessel was discharging, 
quantities of teas which were not put into the store were sent away from the pavement of the store 
doors, where they were laid down by the porters as they brought them from the wharf. That Thomson 
had availed himself of occasions, when the officer who had charge of his store would be most busily 
engaged on the wharf, to bond and take permits for delivery, that he might have the better chance of 
being allowed possession of the keys; and that advantage was also taken of one custom-house key 
opening the locks of those several stores, which, when obtained for a particular description of teas bonded, 
was frequently used for opening other stores containing teas not bonded, of which parcels were sent away 
without the knowledge of the officer. 

I have now communicated to you the manner in which the teas in question have been obtained and 
removed, as far as anything relating thereto has come to my knowledge. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOHN STEELE. 


JosepH ANDERSON, Esq., Comptroller of the Treasury. 





No. 6. 


Cottector’s Orrice, Philadelphia, December 23, 1825. 


Sir: On receiving intelligence on Monday evening that E. Thomson was seen the day before near 
Wilmington, I immediately communicated the information to the District Attorney. The marshal, accom- 
panied by one of the clerks from my office, set out about ten o’clock at night in pursuit, and succeeded in 
arresting him at Newcastle, about five o’clock on Tuesday evening, and on the next day he was brought 
to Philadelphia. 

Thomson no doubt intended to make his escape from the United States, as I have since learned that 
he had with him a considerable sum in foreign gold, and there were two or three vessels yet in the river 
which had cleared for Europe a short time before. 

I would have advised you sooner of his arrest, but finding that the marshal, on his arrival, instead 
of placing him in prison, as affording the best security against escape, had indulged him by remaining 
out, under the charge of an officer, and I delayed the information until I could say he was secure in a 
place from whence escape would be rendered less probable. 
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I am this moment informed that Thomson, on account of ill health, is still in the custody of the 
marshal. 
I am, respectfully, sir, yours very truly, 


JOHN STEELE. 


P. S.—I had omitted to state, in my answer to yours of the 10th instant, that Mr. Lippincott presented 
an entry, per ship Woodrop Sims, for 272 chests and 65 half chests Young Hyson tea, with Thomson’s 
endorsement on the back thereof, empowering and authorizing Joseph and William Lippincott & Co. to 
enter the same. This was dated the 19th of November last, but acknowledged by William Lippincott to 
have been signed on the 26th, the day when presented, and immediately after the examination of the teas 
in Thomson’s stores, of which stores Lippincott & Co. had the keys. 

Thomson’s assignment to P. Mackie and R. Renshaw was executed on the 19th November last. 

JOHN STEELE. 





No. 7. 


PuitapELpHia, November 30, 1825. 


Sir: Before the receipt of your letter of the 24th instant, concerning the failure of Edward Thomson, 
as well as since, my attention has been constantly bestowed on that deplorable and disgraceful transac- 
tion. According to present information, fifteen thousand chests of teas have been fraudulently taken by 
him and his assistants from the custom-house custody, without securing the duties, uf which but about 
six thousand chests have as yet been traced, (at New York,) and, from all I can learn, the public loss will 
be very great. If my incessant engagements here will permit, I propose to visit New York for a short 
time, to see if I can be of any use in the further pursuit, by ascertainments on the spot ; and at all events 
you may rely on my best endeavors to apply the proper remedies to an affair which, I think, will introduce 
more litigation, loss, and discredit than any one that has ever occurred here. 

I am, very respectfully, your humble servant, 
C. J. INGERSOLL. 

Hon. Ricuarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 





No. 8. 


PuriapELpHia, December 2, 1825. 


Enclosed I submit copies of two affidavits, by which Mr. Francis H. Nicolle, of New York, has been 
held to bail to day, in the sum of $500,000, at the suit of the United States. The grounds of action dis- 
closed by these proofs are, that Mr. Nicolle, having possessed himself by various assignments of all Mr. 
Thomson’s property, with full knowledge of his insolvency, becomes, by such fraudulent attempt to frus- 
trate the public priority, an assignee liable to pay the United States in the first instance, and to his own 
postponement. The case of Downing & Kintring, in the second volume of Sergeant & Rawle’s Reports, 
page 326, furnishes the principle and authority by which I have been governed in this proceeding ; and 
as Nicolle’s is a much stronger case than that, I think the action may be maintained. If so, the Govern- 
ment will save from three to five hundred thousand dollars out of the wreck of this extraordinary failure, 
by which, as you will perceive from one of the affidavits, the public loss will otherwise be a million of 
dollars, to which amount Mr. Thomson’s public liabilities extend, without a cent to pay for them beyond 
the effects held by Mr. Nicolle. 

As half a million of dollars is a large sum to give bail for, I beg leave to suggest for your consider- 
ation, and that of the President, the expediency of authorizing me to enlarge Mr. Nicolle, on condition 
that he will deposit in court the documents and evidences of the funds in question, so as to enable the 
court to hold the money as realized to abide the event of the suit. Otherwise, Mr. Nicolle may be kept in 
confinement during the two or three years that probably will elapse before the controversy is ended by 
final adjudication. 

In taking the step I have done in this affair, I did what appears to me to be necessary and proper 
for the public interest ; and as such I flatter myself it will receive the Executive sanction. But personally 
I shall feel gratified, if authorized, on seeing the property in dispute made sure, to enlarge Mr. Nicolle 
from confinement. The decision, after argument this morning, was to hold him to bail. But the case is to 
be reheard (in consequence of its magnitude and importance) next Friday, by which time I hope to be 
honored with your instructions. 

Most of the property consists of ships and cargoes on China voyages, to return next spring. To 
prevent injury to the public claims on them, it will be necessary to instruct the national vessels on the 
southern station to speak these ships on their return, and prevent the masters of them from being 
induced to put into other ports than this, which may be apprehended as part of the plan to defeat the 
public priority. I will take care to furnish you in time with the names of the vessels and masters, 
together with written orders from Mr. Thomson, who has promised to give them. 

I beg leave to submit to tbe President, for his direction, my opinion that it would be inexpedient to 
institute prosecutions as yet egainst Thomson or any of those concerned in the illegal delivery of the 
15,000 chests of tea. We are every day deriving important information from him and them, by which 
the whole fraud may be ascertained, and at least part of the property reclaimed. These disclosures have 
not been encouraged by the slightest promise or hope of omitting to prosecute. No trial can take place 
till next April, and by deferring the commencement of the prosecution, instead of neglecting, we may the 
better mature the measure suitable to this transaction, which, no doubt, the Government, as well as the 
public, will think worthy to be made a memorable example of. 

I remain, very respectfully, your humble servant, 

C. J. INGERSOLL. 
Hon. Ricuarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 
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No. 9. 


Puiwapvetpuia, December 5, 1825. 


Sir: Apprehensive that there may be inaccuracies in the copies of affidavits accompanying my last 
letter, I send, enclosed, other copies, which I have compared with the originals. 
I am, respectfully, your humble servant, 


C. J. INGERSOLL. 
Hon. kicuarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 





[Enclosures in Mr. Ingersoll’s letter No. 9.] 


Circuit Court of the United States, Pennsylvania district, April session, 1825. Capias case. Bail $500,000. 


vs. 

Francis H. Nico.ze. 

Peter Mackie, of Philadelphia, being duly sworn, deposes that he has been clerk to Edward Thomson 
for ten years last past, and well acquainted with his affairs and transactions. For at least five years 
last past Edward Thomson has been insolvent—that is to say, unable to pay his debts on a settlement 
of his concerns. Francis H. Nicolle, of New York, in the spring of 1824 came to Philadelphia to recover 
a debt claimed of Edward Thomson by Smith & Nicolle, amounting to about five hundred thousand 
dollars. At that time there were bills of sale to Edward H. Nicolle, of Edward Thomson’s ships, named, 
respectively, the William Savery, the Woodrop Sims, the Addison, the Thomas Scattergood, and the 
Benjamin Rush. The Savery has since been condemned as unseaworthy. At this time Francis H. 
Nicoile holds bilis of sale from Edward Thomson for the other four ships aforenamed. In September last 
Francis H. Nicolle received from Edward Thomson respondentia bonds for about one hundred and sixty 
thousand dollars on property, per ships Woodrop Sims and Addison; in the month of November last 
Francis H. Nicolle received from Edward Thomson respondentia bonds for near fifty thousand dollars on 
property, per ships Rush and Scattergood; in September last Edward Thomson made an assignment to 
Francis H. Nicolle of seventy-five thousand dollars on the freights of ships Addison, Superior, and 
Woodrop Sims, valued at that sum; and, as deponent understands, other conveyances for freights of 
ships Scattergood and Rush, made in November last. All the bills of sale and respondentia bonds, and 
freight assignments aforesaid, are in the name and to the use of Francis H. Nicolle. Besides this prop- 
erty, he holds, moreover, Edward Thomson’s bonds and judgments, obtained in November last, for at 
least one hundred and twenty thousand dollars, as this deponent understands. The foregoing property 
comprises all the property of Edward Thomson, within the knowledge of this deponent, including his 
furniture and effects levied upon at the execution of the said Francis H. Nicolle. There may be some 
debts collected, but the foregoing comprises the bulk and nearly all, if not quite all, the property of 
Edward Thomson. Deponent has no doubt that Francis H. Nicolle was perfectly aware of Edward 
Thomson’s insolvency when he obtained from him the property conveyed and assigned by Thomson to 
Nicolle as aforesaid. The whole of it, according to deponent’s estimate, amounts to near four hundred 
thousand dollars, received by the said Francis H. Nicolle from Edward Thomson when insolvent, and 
well known to Mr. Nicolle to be so. In the spring of 1824, when Mr. Nicolle was urging Mr. Thomson 
for money, Mr. Thomson, in this deponent’s presence and hearing, assured Mr. Nicolle that he (Mr. 
Thomson) had no means, funds, property or credit, but the credit on his duty bonds, of which Smith & 
Nicolle, whose agent Francis H. Nicolle then was, had already got four hundred thousand dollars. This 
deponent urged to Mr. Nicolle that Mr. Thomson had already committed a fraud on the custom-house by 
paying Smith & Nicolle the funds appropriated to pay duties, and the only money, as they knew, he had 
for that purpose, and that this deponent would consider him (Mr. Nicolle) the perpetrator of the fraud, if 
anything more like it should be done. Francis H. Nicolle said, in reply, he cared nothing for the custom- 
house; he must have the money or notes. Mr. Nicolle’s instances were constant and most urgent, accom- 
panied with threats of executing judgments upon him, and stopping the ship Woodrop Sims, unless he 
(Mr. Thomson) yielded. Finally, Mr. Thomson did yield, and gave notes for about one hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars at that time, most of which are since paid. Deponent has often mentioned Mr. 
Thomson’s desperate situation to Francis H. Nicolle, and lately told him that, in this deponent’s belief, 
Mr. Thomson’s debts for duties did not fall short of eight hundred thousand dollars, and might be a 
million, which he could not pay, because Francis H. Nicolle held all his property. This deponent is 
intimately acquainted with all Edward Thomson’s affairs, including his concerns with Francis H. Nicolle, 
and verily believes, as he has every reason to know, that Edward Thomson does not owe Francis H. 
Nicolle one cent. This deponent is one of the assignees under Edward Thomson’s general and last 
assignment, and knows of no property available to pay his debts but that assigned by him to Francis 
H. Nicolle when insolvent, when his insolvency was known to Mr. Nicolle, and, as this deponent has 
declared, held by Mr. Nicolle when nothing is due to him from Mr. Thomson, who has no property, except 
the small expectancies before alluded to. 

PETER MACKIE. 


Tue Unirep States or a: 


Sworn to before me, December 2, 1825. 


RICHARD PETERS. 
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Circuit Court of the United States of America, Pennsylvania district, April session, 1826. 


vs. 


Tue Unirep Srates or AMERICA 
Francis H. Nicoe. 


Charles Treichel, of Philadelphia, on his oath, declares that the sum of at least nine hundred thousand 
dollars is due from Edward Thomson to the United States of America, for duties on goods imported at 
the port of Philadelphia. 


CHARLES TREICHEL. 





Sworn to before me, December 2, 1825. RICHARD PETERS. 
EE Oe Cy Ser eRe eer ee Tek ae Pera” ne emer eer $310,132 13 
NE CGA hoes Sola a ERK DERE MEN 6995 46 OO EON wie OG 409 5 aes eee 215,761 50 

525,893 63 








Balance on which the bonds have not been taken, excepting a few entries not yet estimated, 
and for which teas should have been in store........... cece cece cece cee eeceeeees 453,239 00 











No. 10. 


PuitapELputa, December 16, 1825. 


Sir: Desirous, in an affair of such magnitude and interest as that of Edward Thomson, to keep the 
Executive constantly advised of what occurs, and particularly of my own proceedings, I submit, enclosed, 
a copy of a letter from him, this day received by me through the post office. The day and place of date 
are omitted, and the address on the outside is in a disguised writing. The whole of the inside is written 
and signed by Thomson. This rather strange communication justifies in the main my conviction that he 
would not abscond; for where can he fly to, and what punishment would be so severe as such an exile? 
Yet as, on the other hand, his conduct defies all reasoning, and his concealing himself, as he does, is at 
least a partial contradiction of my belief that he would not go off, I have thought it proper, since the 
receipt of this letter, on the best consideration I could give, to order capiases against him for some of his 
bonds unpaid. If taken for these debts, it will serve to insure his detention for any ulterior measures 
against him. I have conferred with the marshal, and suggested, with the assistance of the clerk, every 
precaution we can think of to make certain of the arrest. But you must be aware that it will be a 
matter of chance, and that, after the attempt, if it fails, the future prospect will be more doubtful than 
ever. Still it appears to me that, concealed as he keeps himself, it is our duty to try to take him at all 
hazards. 

I remain, very respectfully, your humble servant, 


C. J. INGERSOLL. 
Hon. Ricuarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 


The hearing in Mr. Nicolle’s case was to have taken place this morning, but the interruption of 
Thomson’s business, added to a cold so severe as to incapacitate me for such an exertion, have induced 
me to plead the latter as an excuse for adjourning the argument till next Tuesday. 

Though there is no day of date in Thomson’s letter, the recurrence of to-morrow twice in it shows it 
to have been written yesterday, and the post-mark, as well as I can make it out, is the 15th. 





[Enclosure in Mr. Ingersoll’s No. 10.] 


Decemser, 1825. 


Dear Sir: During the two last weeks, (after dropping you a note,) I thought it most prudent to 
retire to the country to avoid arrests from various debts; and especially as my health had so much 
declined, it was necessary to change the scene of misfortune. Occasionally I hear what is going on; 
and when anything comes under my notice which I think may be beneficial to the Government, I shall 
drop you a line through the medium of the post office. I understand to-morrow the subject is again to 
come up as to the bail of F. H. Nicolle. I would recommend your having P. Mackie at the court, as you 
may wish some of his explanations. Should you not succeed to-morrow as to your position in holding to 
bail, it may not be so important, because about $400,000, I believe, of the property shipped will be 
returned to me, so that you will then have a fair chance. It was respondentiaed to Nicolle too long 
after the ship sailed to make any change; and you may rely on my c>operation for the benefit of the 
Government, to whom it is justly due. 

The more snug, however, we are on this point the better it will be—that is, the less he suspects, he 
will, of course, be accordingly unprepared. I have thought, since I last saw you, of your remarks as to 
their endeavors to take the ships into New York—I am confident it would be a great matter with them; 
but I have a smart young man that I have often sent to the capes, and with him there is nothing to fear. 
On this point it would be beneficial perhaps for me, in due time, to have a conversation with you; but I 
would not wish to come to the city and be put in confinement, where I would be of no service to myseif 
or any others. Mr. Mackie is not fond of attending court; therefore, please not mention its being at my 
suggestion, otherwise he would not be pleased. 

With great regard, 

E. THOMSON. 
C. J. Incersout, Attorney for the United States. 
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A. 
To the honorable Richard Rush, Secretary of the Treasury of the United States. 


The memorial of Benjamin W. Richards, one of the firm of Joshua and William Lippincott & Co., of 
Philadelphia, for and on behalf of the said firm. 


Your memorialist respectfully shows that, on the 5th day of May, 1825, Edward Thomson, then a 
merchant of high standing in the city of Philadelphia, by a regular article of assignment and conveyance, 
legally transferred to the said firm of J. & W. Lippincott & Co. certain teas and cassia which had been 
previously imported into the United States by the said Edward Thomson, and then remaining in store 
under the provision of the law, the duties thereon not having been paid. About the same time, and as 
part of the same transaction, the said Thomson endorsed the bills of lading of said articles, according to 
the usual mode of passing merchandise. 

And your memorialist further shows that, on the 12th day of July, and afterwards on the 20th Sep- 
tember, the said Edward Thomson did execute and deliver to the said J. & W. Lippincott & Co. other 
assignments and conveyances of certain other teas and cassia, the bills of lading whereof were also 
endorsed by him as aforesaid. Your memorialist respectfully submits to your inspection the foregoing 
instruments of assignment and transfer, and the said bills of lading so as aforesaid endorsed. 

And your memorialist further shows that these assignments and transfers were regularly and bona 
Jide made and received by the parties, respectively, in the regular course of business, for the purpose of 
securing to the said J. & W. Lippincott & Co., commission merchants and auctioneers, moneys advanced 
to the said Edward Thomson, and for no other purpose whatsoever; that the keys of the stores, in which 
the said teas and cassia were deposited agreeably to the provisions of the collection law, were trans- 
ferred by the said Thomson to the said firm, and held by them from that period. 

Your memorialist further shows that, by the laws and customs of merchants, such transfer and delivery 
operated to vest the title and possession of the said teas and cassia fully in the said J. & W. Lippincott 
& Co., and as completely divested the right, title, and possession of the said Thomson; that, unless 
impeached as fraudulent and collusive, which has never been suspected by them, or to the knowledge and 
belief of your momorialist by any one, the title of the said J. & W. Lippincott & Co. was as perfect and 
complete as it could be made. And your memorialist shows that the said firm became entitled to the sole 
possession and property in the said articles on the payment or securing of the duties accruing on the same 
to the Government of the United States. In this persuasion and belief they did apply to the custom- 
house in Philadelphia for a permit for the same, having tendered and delivered a good and sufficient bond 
to secure the payment of said duties, which was deemed sufficient, and accepted in the said custom-house 
by the proper authorities. Owing to the accidental absence of the naval officer, whose signature could not 
then be procured to the permit, the granting of it was postponed, but it was promised that it should be 
allowed. In the meantime, as your memorialist has undersood and believes, the officers of the custom- 
house ascertained that the said Edward Thomson, or other persons, had surreptitiously removed from 
certain stores other teas and articles imported by him without paying or securing the duties on the same. 
Having made this discovery of a transaction in which no other person, as your memorialist believes, has 
been implicated than the said Edward Thomson and the officers of the customs themselves, and which 
could never have been effected without at least the most culpable negligence on the part of the latter, 
the permit which had been promised was refused. Your memorialist believes that this refusal was made 
upon the ground that, until the duties which said Thomson ought to have paid, or secured upon other 
articles were thus paid or secured, no goods imported by him should be admitted to entry. 

Your memorialist has not been able distinctly to understand the ground upon which the Collector has 
proceeded in denying the permit, but so far as he has been able to ascertain them, there is no other than 
that which has been mentioned. 

Your memorialist is advised, and believes, that no proposition of law can be more clear and indis- 
putable than that the Government of the United States cannot claim to hold goods or articles imported 
into the country, as a security for the payment of other duties accruing on other goods imported by the 
same or any other merchant, without an express pledge of the same for that purpose; that every article, 
when imported, is liable to the specific duty imposed on it by law, and to no other duty whatever; that it 
is illegal, and a most dangerous and unprecedented exercise of power, to withhold a permit for goods 
after the duties upon the same are paid or secured; that the possession by the United States is for the 
single purpose of securing the payment of the duties due for the identical goods themselves; and that 
the retaining that possession for any other purpose, and particularly to enforce the payment of duties on 
other goods, is equally a violation of confidence and of law; that the custom-house officers cannot lawfully 
sell or dispose of those articles, or sequester the same, or in any manner obtain from them the payment 
of any duties accruing on other goods. 

Your memorialist, considering these propositions to be beyond question, cannot hesitate to pronounce 
the conduct of the Collector of Philadelphia illegal and oppressive; and he will not permit himself to doubt 
but that the Department, after ascertaining the facts, will disavow the proceeding. He respectfully 
submits that the consequences necessarily resulting from the exercise of such acts must be in the highest 
degree pernicious to the community as well as to individuals; that all confidence in the Government must 
be destroyed if custom-house officers are permitted to avail themselves of the possession and control of 
imported goods to effect any other purposes, or to enforce the payment of any other claims than those 
which that possession and control were designed to secure. If the officers have negligently or fraudu- 
lently permitted Mr. Thomson, or any other person, to carry out of their possession, and to remove 
beyond their control goods upon which the duties payable by law have not been paid or secured, it is In 
the highest degree inequitable and unjust to visit upon others who had no participation in this illegal or 
negligent conduct, and who consequently cannot be deemed in any manner responsible for it, all the 
injurious consequences resulting from it. Your memorialist submits to the Department that, if Edward 
Thomson were himself at this time the proprietor of these articles, the custom-house officers could not 
legally detain them one hour after the duties accruing on them were paid, upon any pretence whatever. 
If this be so—and it is a plain and undoubted principle of law—how devoid of even an appearance of 
foundation in law is this refusal to individuals who have fairly and honestly acquired the property months 
before Mr. Thomson’s embarrassments were known. 
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Your memorialist claims the interposition of the Department upon another ground. The immense 
amount of property involved, valued at a moderate rate, and considerably more than one hundred 
thousand dollars beyond the duties accruing thereon, are unexpectedly withheld from his house. To 
withdraw instantaneously such an amount of available funds from any commercial house in our country 
threatens it with embarrassment if not with inevitable ruin. The engagements made upon the credit of 
this property are becoming due; even the protraction of this unlawful act must lead to consequences as 
disastrous as they are irreparable. Any relief through the instrumentality of courts of justice must 
necessarily be tedious, precarious, and, your memorialist need scarcely say, perfectly inefficient. No 
judicial relief can repair commercial credit when once shaken, or compensate for ruin that has been 
consummated. 

At present your memorialist only claims from the Department a speedy investigation of the circum- 
stances attending the case. The necessity for immediate relief induces the hope that the Department will 
conceive the matter of sufficient importance to send an agent to Philadelphia for the purpose of obtaining 
a knowledge of all the facts and thoroughly to understand the grounds upon which the Collector acts, 
or to take such other steps as may be equally efficacious and equally speedy. 

BENJAMIN W. RICHARDS. 

Wasuineton, December 7, 1825. 





Accompanying document A. 


Wasuineton, December 24, 1825. 


Sir: I received the enclosed letter this day from Mr. Richards. It covers a document from Mr. James 
Schott, which Mr. Richards wishes to add to the papers which he has already submitted to your con- 
sideration. In transmitting it to you, 1 take the liberty to remark that Mr. Schott is a merchant of high 
standing in Philadelphia, upon whose representations entire reliance may be placed. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN WURTS. 
Hon. Ricnarp Rusu. 


PuinapeLpuia, December 8, 1825. 


On Saturday, November 19, 1825, Messrs. J. and W. Lippincott & Co. called on me to sign some bonds 
with them to the custom-house, for duties on teas imported by Edward Thomson, which I accordingly did. 
After the bonds were signed, one of the Messrs. Lippincott asked Mr. Kerns, the Deputy Collector, for a 
permit; he replied, he could not give it because the Naval Officer was not there, but said it would make 
no difference, or words to this effect. I understood him to say the permit would be given on Monday; 
and the Deputy Collector further said, “ Now, Mr. Lippincott, if we had the wish, we have not the power, to 
deprive you of a chest of these teas.” This was after the bonds were signed. 





JAMES SCHOTT. 


Paiwapetpnta, December 22, 1825. 


Dear Sir: I forward you Mr. James Schott’s statement; it was accidentally omitted when I left here 
for Washington. 
Please have it placed among our papers, with the Comptroller. 
Yours, very respectfully, 
B. W. RICHARDS. 
Mr. Woerts. 





B. 


Cottector’s Orricr, Philadelphia, December 13, 1825. 


Str: In answering yours of the 10th instant, accompanied by a copy of Mr. Richards’ petition to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, I beg leave to submit the following statement of facts: 

On the morning of the 19th ultimo, (Saturday,) Edward Thomson’s failure was first known at the 
custom-house. In the course of that morning, Mr. William Lippincott presented three several entries of 
teas, per ships William Savery, Benjamin Rush, and Thomas Scattergood, requesting permission to enter 
into bonds, with surety, for the duties thereon, and to obtain permits for the delivery of those teas from 
store. The entries presented by him contained a specific quantity of teas by those several vessels, and 
an endorsement was on the back of each entry, purporting to be an assignment of the teas, as therein 
specified, from Edward Thomson (the original importer of the cargoes of those vessels) to J. and W. 
Lippincott & Co., dated November 19, 1825. Acceptance of those entries was refused on the ground that 
Thomson’s failure being on that day notorious no assignments from him could be admitted; at any rate, 
some time ought to be allowed us for reflection. Mr. William Lippincott then exhibited, and for the first 
time to our knowledge, papers to show that an assignment of a larger portion of teas, I believe by the ship 
Benjamin Rush, had been made to them on the 12th of July last. Permission to enter and bond those 
teas was still refused. Two bonds for duties, given by Thomson, were due at bank, and returned at 
3 o’clock of that day as unpaid. On Lippincott & Co. proposing to give a check for the amount of 
Thomson’s bond, then unpaid, the entries were admitted, and also one additional entry per Benjamin Rush; 
and, as Messrs. Lippincott & Co. were very pressing to give the bonds and obtain permits, they were suffered 
to sign bonds, (which bonds I had afterwards directed to be cancelled.) This was done about 5 o’clock 
on the evening of Saturday, and being long after office hours, the signature of the Naval Officer could not 
be obtained, had permits been prepared; the permits were promised them for Monday following. It must 
here be observed that no suspicion of improper conduct on the part of Thomson was entertained, or 
Suspected to exist in any degree at this time. Lippincotts & Co. can, no doubt, explain the reasons which 
induced the very pressing demands for permits on Saturday; it was stated to Mr. William Lippincott, 
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that no bonds of Thomson’s would fall due until the 25th following. On comparing the entries presented 
by them, and that at a late hour on the same evening, with the balances of teas which ought to have been 
in store, and taking Thomson’s written admission, produced after the bonds had been signed, which stated 
that those entries were intended to embrace the balance of teas belonging to him which remained 
unbonded by those ships; taking all these circumstances into consideration, there were indications 
which induced a belief that all was not right. With the information received next day, (Sunday,) and 
the measures taken thereon, you are acquainted, as mentioned by me in my letter of the 22d ultimo to the 
Secretary of the Treasury. On Monday the permit was refused, and had it been granted on Saturday 
the delivery from store would have been refused, until the fraud, as intimated the day preceding, could be 
investigated; another ground of refusal was, that I believed that when teas were deposited in store as a 
pledge or security to the Government, for the duties accruing thereon, and though part might be destroyed 
or unlawfully taken away, the remainder was justly answerable for the whole; in like manner I considered 
the teas in store responsible for the duties on the whole that had not been permitted, though part of them 
had been unlawfully removed. 

The assignments made by Thomson to Lippincotts & Co. were not known at the custom-house until 
on the morning of the 19th ultimo, as before stated. Had they made us acquainted with the assign- 
ments, at the time they were made to them, and that they held the keys of Thomson’s stores, this latter 
circumstance, in particular, would have excited suspicions of Thomson’s affairs, which we did not entertain, 
and would necessarily have led to investigations, which might have prevented, in a considerable degree, 
the loss to which the United States are now exposed. 

As respects the cassia, I did not know that any of that article remained in store, until I saw it so 
stated in the petition; they must know that a demand for cassia, or any other article than teas, was never 
made, and consequently no refusal to deliver could ever have been given; they may, however, take it for 
granted that, in the present state of things, all Thomson’s property in our possession will be retained for 
the present. So totally unacquainted were we, at the custom-house, of the assignments referred to being 
in existence that Thomson, a few days before his failure, contended at the office that “he owed the United 
States nothing, so long as property of his remained in charge of the custom-house officers, greater in value 
than the amount of his liability to the United States;” these assertions were not contradicted, as we 
believed he had stated what was matter of fact. Had it been known that Lippincotts & Co. had convey- 
ances of this property, and that they held the keys of his stores, from the date of the conveyances, as since 
stated by themselves, such expressions from Thomson would never have been made in a public office. 

I rather suppose he was aware that this circumstance was confined to a particular circle. We knew 
not that the Lippincotts had the keys until on Monday morning, 21st ultimo, when a demand was made 
from Thompson of those keys, for the purpose of examining the state of those stores; nor were we allowed 
access to the stores with the view of ascertaining the amount of teas therein for near a week after the 
first intimation of frauds, Lippincotts & Co. refusing to deliver up the keys of Thomson, which they had 
in their possession. From the latter circumstance the exclusive possession in the custom-house officers of 
all goods stored for drawback or long credit must be very obvious. 

The teas mentioned in the petition are those on account of which suit was brought against me by 
Lippincotts & Co., as stated in my letter to the Secretary of the Treasury, which you now have in your 
possession. The District Attorney was consulted, and he was of opinion that Lippincotts & Co. could not 
be allowed to enter and bond the teas in question. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
JNO. STEELE. 

JosepH AnpERSON, Esq., Comptroller of the Treasury. 


P. S. As the claim of Lippincotts & Co. on Thomson’s teas, the assignment of which was kept by 
them in mysterious silence until after his failure, I have thought it proper to lay before you extracts of 
two letters from them to me in relation to this subject. 

From theirs of the 21st November: “ We have reason to believe from what we have heard that there 
are 100 chests of teas now on board the schooner Enterprise, at Chestnut street wharf, which have been 
shipped by E. Thomson to Messrs. Smith & Nicolle and Francis H. Nicolle of New York.” 

Of the 100 chests mentioned by them, only 50 were found and seized by the surveyor, and put into 
custom-house store. These appear to be a part of 400 chests which were designed to be sent, but could 
not all be taken on board the brig Waterloo, which cleared for New York on the 19th ultimo, and which, 
after a tedious passage, arrived, and 350 chests seized and put into public store as per advice from an 
officer at New York on the 17th instant. 

On the 26th ultimo, 650 or 669 chests were seized in the stores of Smith & Nicolle, by whom shipped 
we were not informed. In reference to those 650 or 669 chests, as also the 50 chests above mentioned, 
(the 350 chests on board the Waterloo being seized a considerable time after,) the Lippincotts addressed 
a note to me, dated 23d ultimo, of which the following are extracts: 

“We hereby offer to enter and bond the tea comprehended in the bill of lading, transferred to us, 
and were yesterday found by the custom-house officers.” “Those seized at New York by your officers 
being under similar circumstances, we likewise claim the same right, and that we may be allowed to 
enter and bond them also.” 

I cannot easily comprehend how Thomson had the opportunity of shipping teas claimed by them 
on his assignment, they having in their custody Thomson’s keys from the period of the first assignment. 
The 650 or 669 chests of skin teas per Benjamin Rush, as stated above, the 350 chests of the same per 
Waterloo, and 50 chests per Enterprise, same kind, in all 1,050 or 1,069 chests, appear to have been 
fraudulently shipped by Thomson and consigned to Smith & Nicolle, as since informed, and which are 
now claimed by Lippincotts & Co., who have the certificates, and, as they say, were in possession of said 
certificates at the time they were thus fraudulently taken from store by Thomson. 

On the epithets applied in their petition to myself and other officers of the» customs I forbear 


comment. 
JOHN STEELE. 
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C. 


Edward Thomson, of the city of Philadelphia, being duly affirmed, declares: That for several years 
Jast past he has had large transactions with Joshua and William Lippincott & Co., of this city, auctioneers. 
These transactions consisted generally of sales for him or of advances of money or notes made by them 
to him in the way of their business upon the deposit of goods or transfer of bills of lading and invoices, 
with power to sell for their reimbursement, charging a commission and interest. 

That in all these transactions the conduct of Messrs. Lippincott & Co. has been fair and bona fide, 
without any design to injure others, or to aid this deponent in injuring them, and without any knowledge 
on their part of the state of his affairs. That it was in the usual course of their business, and what he 
verily believes they would have done for any other man of character and standing. And he further says, 
that last spring, when he had a large cargo of teas just arrived, his account with Messrs. Lippincovt 
& Co, was small in comparison with what it had been; he then told them he wanted no advances upon 
the teas he had arrived or were arriving, but that they might go on and sell them, and as sales were 
made hand him the notes of the purchasers. Mr. James Schott was present at this conversation. That 
they did so from that time towards the month of July, when, the sales becoming dull, he asked them for 
an advance, and they advanced him on the 12th to 19th July two hundred and forty thousand dollars, also 
from 4th to 18th August, sixty thousand dollars, (in notes,) besides other advances upon the remainder 
of the teas. And he further says, that the teas now claimed by Messrs. Lippincott & Co. are the teas 
upon which these advances were made, and were transferred to them as security for those advances; and 
he expressly says, that what he now has stated is the true account of the transaction; that there was no 
reserved or secret interest for this deponent, nor no understanding whatever contrary to the appearances, 
and that Messrs. Lippincott & Co. have really and bona fide made him advances to a greater amount than 
the teas remaining will pay. 

And he further says that Messrs. Lippincott & Co. had no knowledge whatever of teas being 
improperly obtained from the custom-house, nor any participation in obtaining them, nor any benefit from 
their being obtained. On the contrary, he is well satisfied, and in justice to them thinks it right to state 
that they were entirely ignorant that anything wrong was done, and could have had no suspicion of it. 
When they made sales the greatest publicity was given to them, and one paper in Philadelphia at least 
gave the number of packages sold at each sale. 


EDWARD THOMSON. 


Duly affirmed and subscribed the 31st December, 1825, before me. 
RICHARD RENSHAW, 
Justice of Peace, County of Philadelphia. 


I, Peter Lohra, of Philadelphia, notary public, by lawful authority duly commissioned and sworn, 
do hereby certify and declare unto all whom it doth or may concern, that Richard Renshaw, esq., before 
whom the annexed affidavit has been taken and subscribed by Edward Thomson, therein named, is a 
justice of the peace in and for the county of Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsylvania, duly commis- 
sioned and qualified, and by law authorized to administer oaths or affirmations, and that the name or 
signature “ Richard Renshaw,” subscribed to the jurat at the foot of the said affidavit, is of the proper 
handwriting of the said Richard Renshaw, and is entitled to full faith and credit accordingly in courts of 
justice and elsewhere. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my notarial seal, the thirty-first day 
of December, 1825. 

PETER LOHRA, N. P. 


[ENCLOSURE IN DOCUMENT C.] 














Dr. Mr. Edward Thomson in account with Joshua and William Lippincott & Co. Cr. 
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[The notes on Dr. side mean our own notes. ] 


_ TL certify that the above account of Edward Thomson with J. & W. Lippincott & Co., also the balance of $205,879 76 due J. & W. Lippincott & Co., 
{8 correct, according to their books, which have been principally kept by myself. That [ am well acquainted with the transactions between Edward 
Thomson and J. & W. Lippincott & Co.; and that the charges of notes, &e., and credits, are bona fide transactions; and that the notes, &c., therein 
charged, were given to Edward Thomson on account of teas, &c. 

JOS. BISPHAM, Jr. 


PHILADELPHIA, December 31, 1825. 
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January, 1826. 


Sir: Upon reflection, as the affidavits of the two Mr. Mackies and the letters of Messrs. Binney & 
Sergeant are explanatory of the report of General Steele, I enclose them to you, in order that they may 
be transmitted with the report if you should deem it proper. They were, indeed, intended to afford 
information to the Department on the subject in question, and should have been left this morning had ] 
not have supposed it was then too late. The transmission of them with the report, while we shall consider 
it just, will confer a favor on the house which I represent here. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
B. W. RICHARDS. 


Hon. Ricuarp Rusu. 





E. 


PHILADELPHIA, January 2, 1826. 


GentLeMEN: Having understood that a notice given by you to the custom-house in Philadelphia, in 
regard to certain teas on board the schooner Enterprise, has been considered as implicating you in some 
connexion with their improper removal from the public store, I state, with great pleasure, my knowledge 
of the circumstances relating to that notice. 

On the morning of the 19th November last Mr. W. Lippincott, on your behalf, applied to me for 
counsel in relation to certain teas which E. Thomson had shipped or was shipping to Smith & Nicolle, or 
Francis H. Nicolle, at New York. The statement made to me was that Mr. Thomson had some days 
before received your consent to his sending two chops of teas out of a larger parcel assigned to you as 
security for advances to Smith & Nicolle, under the condition that they should give you their notes for 
the teas at a certain rate per pound; and that you had given him the key of the store that he might 
obtain a delivery from the custom-house; that, in the course of the morning, you had ascertained that a 
larger quantity had been sent, or was in a course of transmission, than you had intended to comprehend 
under the description of two chops; that some you believed had already been shipped to New York, others 
were then on board one or two coasters in the Delaware; and that the sheriff had levied on them an 
execution at the suit of Smith & Nicolle, or Francis H. Nicolle, or both. 

Upon this statement I gave the advice which I deemed expedient. 

On the succeeding morning, Sunday, I saw Mr. W. Lippincott and Mr. Richards, who informed me 
that it was the intention of the latter to proceed immediately to New York in pursuit of that part of the 
teas which had sailed; and that, by the statement they had received, there were 100 chests on board the 
schooner Enterprise at the wharf, and not expected to sail before the middle of the week. I gave no 
advice at that time in regard to the course to be pursued with these 100 chests; but I am entirely 
satisfied that neither in this nor in the previons interview was any circumstance stated that could justify 
a suspicion that these teas had been removed from the custom-house stores without bonding and the 
official permit. 

On the following Monday or Tuesday I was informed by Mr. W. Lippincott that a search-warrant 
had been issued by an alderman of the city to search the stores of Messrs. J. & W. Lippincott & Co. for 
teas alleged to have been fraudulently removed from the custom-house; and that, although the officer to 
whom it was delivered had shown some reluctance to execute it, he had finally, by the invitation of Mr. 
Lippincott, examined the stores. 

At a consultation to which this event gave rise Mr. Sergeant was present, and it was the suggestion 
of Mr. Lippincott himself that possibly the teas in the Enterprise were in the predicament stated or 
referred to in the warrant, and he asked our advice upon the course which that circumstance called upon 
you to pursue. Mr. Sergeant and myself unhesitatingly advised that you should communicate to General 
Steele the information you had received of the 100 chests in the Enterprise, leaving the custom-house to 
take the course it thought proper. The existence of the search-warrant, and the examination of your 
stores, independent of all other considerations, made it expedient to state the fact, whatever might be the 
inference drawn from it, and we expressly alluded to that inference, which I find has been drawn, but the 
danger of which did not, in our opinion, make the course we advised any the less expedient. 

If this statement can be of any service to you in removing that which I believe to be an entirely 
unfounded suspicion it will give great satisfaction to yours, very respectfully, 

Hf. BINNEY. 


Messrs. J. & W. Lirrincorr & Co. 





F, 

Sourn Fourrs Srreet, January 3, 1826. 
Dear Sirs: I have read with attention Mr. Binney’s letter of this date addressed to you. My personal 
acquaintance with the matters which are the subject of it began with the consultation mentioned by Mr. 
Binney. In the history of that consultation, and of the notice to the custom-house which grew out of it, 
my recollection agrees precisely with his. I remember distinctly the first suggestion by Mr. Lippincott 
that the 100 chests of teas might possibly have been taken from the stores without a permit, and that it 
was suggested merely as a possibility and not as a fact. We considered carefully what was right to be 
done, having regard not only to the interests, but also to the character of your house, and we came to the 
conclusion that it was proper to give the notice. It was given accordingly under our advice, cautiously 
abstaining from an averment of the fact that the teas had been so taken, because you did not know the 
fact and were unwilling to assert it, or to be in any manner responsible for the consequences of the 
communication. I should regret extremely that what we thus advised from the best motives should be 

misconstrued to your prejudice. 
Very truly yours, JOHN SERGEANT. 


Messrs. Jospua & Witutam Lipprncotr & Co. 
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G. 


Personally appeared before me Peter Mackie, of the city of Philadelphia, who, being duly sworn, declares 
and says, that he has been in the employ of Edward Thomson, as principal clerk, for upwards of ten years; 
that he has been intimately acquainted with most of his concerns, and knows that teas have been taken 
by him from store without being regularly bonded, but that this deponent has ever refused to be con- 
cerned in these transactions. 

That Joshua and William Lippincott & Co., each and all of them, were, as far as he knows and verily 
believes, entirely ignorant of the fact that any teas whatsoever imported by the said Edward Thomson 
were taken from the custom-house stores, or any other stores under the custom-house locks, without having 
the duties secured thereon according to law. And from his having settled and adjusted all accounts that 
have existed between the said parties for many years past, he knows, and verily believes, that all the 
transactions of said J. and W. Lippincott & Co. with Edward Thomson have been fair and bona fide, and 
have been conducted, on their part, in the most honorable and upright manner. 

PETER MACKIE. 

PHILADELPHIA, January 5, 1826. 


Sworn and subscribed, the 5th January, 1826, before me, 
AB’M. SHOEMAKER, Alderman. 





H. 


Personally appeared before me Charles Mackie, of the city of Philadelphia, who, being duly affirmed, 
doth declare and say, that he has been in the employ of Edward Thomson, of the said city, merchant, for 
four years and upwards, and has been intimately acquainted with most of his concerns, and knows that 
teas have been removed from stores by the said E. Thomson without being regularly bonded. And he 
does verily believe, and is perfectly confident, that Joshua and William Lippincott & Co., each and all of 
them, were entirely ignorant of the fact that any teas whatever imported by Edward Thomson were 
taken from the custom-house stores, or any other stores, without having the duties secured thereon accord- 
ing to law. And he does further know, and verily believes, that all the transactions of said J. and W. 
Lippincott & Co. with Edward Thomson have been fair and bona fide, and conducted, on their part, in 
the most honorable and upright manner. 





CHARLES MACKIE. 
PHILADELPHIA, January 5, 1826. 


Affirmed and subscribed before me, 
AB’M. SHOEMAKER, Alderman. 





Wasuineton, January 30, 1826. 


Sir: I have the honor herewith to present a report of my proceedings, under the instructions of the 
Executive of the United States, respecting the recent transactions of the custom-house at Philadelphia, 
growing out of the failure of Edward Thomson, as well as respecting the general administration of that 
Department. 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

SAMUEL H. SMITH. 

Hon. Ricuarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 


[For the report see ante page 375.] 





No. 1. 


Puitavetpaia, January 21, 1826. 


Sir: Enclosed I send you my letter, in substitution of that which you received under date of the 11th 
instant. An apology is necessary for its being so long delayed; not being able to get out, I have waited 
the convenience of the alderman, who came to my house to administer the oath you required. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, \ 
JOHN STEELE. 
Hon. S. HL. Sara, Esq. 





Cottector’s Orrice, Philadelphia, January 11, 1826. 


Sir: Agreeably to your request, I submit the following statement relative to Mr. E. Thomson’s 
failure—the unlawful removal of teas from his stores, together with such circumstances as appeared in 
any measure connected with the subject that have come within my knowledge. 

The failure of Mr. Thomson was announced on Saturday, the 19th of November last. On the same day 
Messrs. Lippincott applied at the custom-house for permission to enter and receive from store certain 
teas, mentioned in several entries, endorsed with E. Thomson’s assignment to them, bearing date the day 
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of his failure; this circumstance appearing to present a legal objection, requiring some time for reflection, 
their demand was not then complied with. No suspicion being entertained of any thing amiss in Thom- 
son’s stores, the main ground of objection to the delivery of the teas claimed by Messrs. Lippincott & Co, 
was, that bonds of E. Thomson’s being that day due and unsatisfied, they could not be permitted to enter 
the goods without paying a cash duty; whilst they insisted on being allowed the usual credit, in conge- 
quence of having assignments given by E. Thomson previously to his insolvency, which were then for 
the first time exhibited. Thomson’s bonds being returned from bank, the Lippincotts proposed giving 
their check for the amount, and were permitted, in the evening, to sign bonds for the entries presented 
by them in the morning. 

After these transactions, a suggestion by Mr. Thompson that his assignments to Messrs. Lippincott 
& Co. were intended to include the balance of his teas in store, a slight examination of the documents in 
the office, showing that there should be a much greater quantity, excited strong suspicion that something 
was materially wrong; but the information derived the next day (20th) from C. Mackie, a young man in 
Thomson’s employ, that a large quantity of teas had been taken from store without permit, and trans- 

mitted to New York and Boston, removed all doubt on the subject. The Deputy Collector was instructed 
on Monday morning to have the bonds given by Messrs. Lippincott & Co. cancelled, and return their 
check, when, after consulting the District Attorney, a refusal to deliver the goods claimed by them 
became absolute, in consequence of which suit was instituted against me. 

With the view of ascertaining the amount of teas unlawfully removed, application was made to Mr, 
Thomson on Monday (21st) for the keys of his stores, which he had previously promised to furnish, when 
we were informed that they were in the hands of Messrs. Lippincott & Co., and were withheld by them 
till near the last of the week, before we were permitted to take an inventory of the teas remaining in 
store, without which we had no means of ascertaining the actual amount of those unlawfully taken away, 
The measures taken for the recovery of those teas it may not be of importance to mention. The whole 
number of chests seized at New York, Boston, and Baltimore, and at this place, amount to 6,196. 

The surveyor was requested to have examinations made of the other stores in the city wherein 
spirits, wines, and teas were deposited in charge of the customs, who reported them in safe condition. 

For information respecting the delivery to the importer of the certificates, directed by the 41st 
section of the collection law, to accompany spirits, wines, and teas, and also the manner of storing these 
articles, and delivering the same from store, I give the following extracts from my correspondence with 
the surveyor on these subjects. 

Collector’s letter: “The particular point of inquiry was in reference to those articles which have 
been put into store; whether such certificate applicable to those goods in store have been given by you 
to the proprietor, importer, or consignee, before such goods have been delivered from store to the proper 
person, on permit granted by the Collector and Naval Officer for that purpose.” 

Surveyor’s letter: ‘They (the certificates) were always delivered to the persons authorized to 
receive the same, as soon after the landing of the cargo as they could be prepared, whether in store 
or not.” 

Collector’s letter: “‘ What has been the usual course pursued by the officers of the customs in storing 
spirits, wines, and teas, as also in delivering the same from store ?” 

2d. “Do you know of any course pursued in the premises other than that prescribed by law, or 
any indulgence granted which the Jaw does not authorize; and if such has been the case, say by whom ?” 

Answer by surveyor: ‘The usual course has been, that when the vessel is discharging, the spirits, 
wines, and teas have been taken from the wharf to the stores of the merchants, and when all have been 
delivered from the vessel, some days have been allowed by the inspectors to the merchants to assort the 
different chops of teas, and store properly the spirits and wines. In delivering the same from store, the 
inspectors have unlocked their stores and superintended the delivery; but in some cases, when very 
busily employed, the inspectors have intrusted the keys to the merchants, it being deemed necessary for 
the furtherance of business, which otherwise would have caused ruinous and unnecessary delays to the 
merchants. This has always been the practice and custom allowed by the different surveyors, and, in 
storing, it would be impossible to do otherwise, unless the inspectors were to follow the loads of every 
dray, when, in many instances, twenty or more stores have been taken to receive the goods in various 
parts of the city.” 

“The course pursued in the premises, in allowing the merchants possession of the keys, was not 
according to law, but as described in answer first. Indulgence was specially granted, in one instance, 
by me to Messrs. Smiths for removing the locks, for the purpose of sooner making sales, and arranging 
them for the inspection of the purchasers, and was without any loss to the Government. This was two 
years, or more, past.” 

Any more particular information, which you may deem requisite on these points, you will, no doubt, 
receive from the surveyor and inspectors. 

The information which we received respecting the removal of teas that were not put into store from 
the pavement at the store door, where they were laid down by the porters as they brought them from the 
vessels; the means employed by Mr. Thomson to procure the keys from the officer when otherwise so 
engaged as not to be able to attend at the stores, and the use made of those keys in opening the custom- 
house locks on other stores than that in which the teas mentioned in the permit were deposited, has been 
derived from Charles Mackie, before mentioned, who might be able to give some further light on the 
subject. Should you wish to examine him the Deputy Collector will endeavor to procure his attendance 
on you when you may require it. The amount of teas taken without permit, and transmitted to New 
York, Boston, and Baltimore, we had from Mr. Thomson’s statements, subscribed with his own hand. 

If I have fallen short, in the brief narrative I have given, of affording you the view of the subject 
you desire, anything further within my knowledge, or that of the Deputy Collector, will promptly be 
furnished. I enclose a list of the inspectors, &c., &c., employed at this port in the collection of the 
revenue. 

J am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOHN STEELE, Collector. 


Samvet H. Ssirn, Esq. 


Personally appeared before me, one of the aldermen of the city of Philadelphia, John Steele, Collector 
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of this district, who, being duly sworn according to law, doth depose and say, that the foregoing state- 
ment of facts is true to the best of his knowledge and belief. 
JOHN STEELE. 
Sworn and subscribed before me, the 21st day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 


Inspectors.—Charles Anderson, Benjamin Ashmead, John Brown, John Boyd, Thomas Cash, William 
Dalzell, James R. Dickson, John Davis, John W. Durant, J. H. Fisler, Andrew Geyer, Chambers Gaw, 
William P. Gaw, Robert Hopkins, Henry Huber, Andrew Jackson, John Reed, Joseph Robinson, John P. 
Schott, Rowland Smith, Jacob Zebley; David Rose, at Lazaretto ; Frederick Shull, Marcus’ Hook; Job 
Whipple, master of the barge; four boatmen. 

John Steele, jr., weigher; Samuel Ross, George Dannacker, Robert A. Patten, deputy weighers; 
Joseph Abbott, John Scott, James B. Scott, Samuel L. Palmer, measurers; Robert Milnor, gauger; Charles | 
S, Jackson, deputy inspector and marker. 

Collector’s Office—John Kern, deputy collector; Richard L. Howell, Thomas F. Valette, Robert 
Steele, Charles G. Treichel, Charles Treichel, David Gibson, John C. Pechin, Thomas Latimer, Thomas 
Ashmead, Abraham Martin, Richard George, Julien Henry, clerks; Thomas Stewart, Samuel Ross, public 
appraisers ; William Jones, naval officer; John D. George, deputy naval officer; Robert Heysham, 
clerk; James Glentworth, surveyor; James Glentworth, jr., deputy surveyor. 








No. 2. 


Cusrom-Housr, Navat Orrice, Philadelphia, January 11, 1826. 


Sm: Agreeably to your intimation, I proceed to narrate the facts and circumstances which have come 
to my knowledge touching the fraudulent removal of sundry large parcels of teas, by Edward Thomson, 
from the storehouses in which they had been deposited, in conformity to the sixty-second section of the 
act of Congress of March 2, 1799; and, as the duties of the Naval Officer have no connexion with, or 
agency in, the transactions of any other than the office of the Collector, the information I possess is 
derived from that source alone. 

It appears that, on Saturday, the 19th of November last, Messrs. Joshua & William Lippincott & 

Co. presented to the Deputy Collector four several entries of teas, including, in the aggregate, 3,457 
packages in store, as aforesaid, transferred to them by the said Edward Thomson, whose failure having 
just then been announced, and two of his bonds, due that day, being unpaid, the Deputy Collector refused 
to receive the entries. But in the evening of that day, after office hours, they again presented their 
entries, and agreed to pay the two bonds which lay over; upon which condition they were permitted to 
bond the duties, and were promised a permit to remove the said teas from store on the Monday following, 
in office hours. 

In the meantime, however, the Collector received information from an authentic source that large 
parcels of teas had from time to time been illicitly removed from the stores by Edward Thomson, and 
shipped to New York, Boston, and Baltimore; in consequence of which, when Messrs. Lippincott applied 
for the permit it was refused and the bonds which they had executed were cancelled. 

The Collector had promptly despatched on the day preceding two confidential officers to New York, 
with instructions to seize the said teas wherever they could be found; in which they in part succeeded, 
and to a considerable extent. He had also written to the Collector of Boston, with information which 
enabled that officer to seize a considerable quantity there; and in like manner to the Collector of 
Baltimore, where a partial seizure was also made. 

Measures were also immediately taken by the Collector to ascertain the actual extent of the fraud, 
by a strict examination of the stores; the completion of which was, however, retarded by the refusal of 
Messrs. Lippincott to permit the officers to enter the stores, of which they held the keys under the 
transfer made to them by Thomson. 

The Collector and his deputy have conferred with me freely on the measures which have been 
pursued to elicit the necessary information, and repair the injury as far as may be practicable, and they 
have appeared to me as judicious and efficient as could have been devised. 

Of the means employed to effect the fraudulent removal of the teas Ihave no knowledge. The 
artifices which appear to have been employed by the perpetrator to elude the inspection evince an 
indifference in the choice of means; and various means have, in all probability, been employed to effect 
the end. No doubt the occasional possession of the public keys, as admitted by some of the officers of 
inspection, whom, it appears, have been induced from time to time, by the pressure of the duties of 
inspection on the wharves when many vessels were discharging at the same time, to yield to the 
importunity of individuals who held permits to remove goods from the storehouses, may have enabled 
him, in part, to effect his object. 

The root of the evil appears to me to be in the warehousing system as now by law established. The 
numerous arrivals nearly at the same time, particularly of large cargoes from China, perhaps to thirty or 
forty different consignees, scattered over the surface of this large city, each desirous to store his goods 
contiguous to his seat of business, together with the rapid transportation of all these in every direction 
at the same time, creates such a diversity of calls upon the officers of inspection as must at such times 
render it extremely difficult, if not impracticable, to answer to those calls and at the same time to inspect 
the landing of the cargoes. Add to this, the wines and liquors thus stored require frequent examination 
and coopering, during which time the presence of an inspector is required. 

These difficulties have, no doubt, led to the irregular practice of occasionally confiding the public 
key to the importers for the purpose of removing permitted goods, or of examining and coopering wines 
and liquors. Another evil in the system is that, although the importer may at pleasure require the 
presence of an officer, he may refuse to permit an officer to enter his store when the public interest alone 
may require it. 

, Were the storehouses exclusively those of the United States, and concentrated, as in that case they 
would be, the inspection could be conducted with convenience, regularity and security, and the Govern- 
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ment would be remunerated for the cost by a moderate charge for storage, and effectually protected from 
the perpetration of similar frauds. 
I remain, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 






W. JONES, Naval Officer. 






Samve. H. Sairu, Esq. 







I, William Jones, Naval Officer of the district of Philadelphia, do solemnly affirm that the facts stated 
in the foregoing representation are just and true to the best of my knowledge and belief. 


W. JONES. 












Affirmed before me this 19th day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 








No. 3. 





































Surveyor’s Orrice, District of Philadelphia, January 12, 1826. 


Sir: Agreeably to your request I submit the following statement: The course pursued in storing 
spirits, wines, and teas, have been as follows: When the vessels are discharging the spirits, wines, and 
teas are taken from the wharves to the stores of the merchants, and when all have been delivered from the 
vessel time has been allowed by the inspectors to the merchants to assort the different chops of teas and the 
different packages and qualities and to stow properly the spirits and wines. In delivering the same from 
store the inspectors have unlocked the stores and superintended the delivery; but in some cases, when very 
busily employed, the inspectors have intrusted the keys to the merchants, it being deemed necessary for the 
furtherance of business which would have caused vexatious and unnecessary delays to the merchants and 
would result in the loss of a sale of their spirits, wines, and teas; this has always been the practice and 
custom allowed by the different surveyors; in short, it would be impossible to do otherwise with the very 
limited number of inspectors, and unless they followed every load to insure their being safely deposited in 
the stores. In many instances twenty or more stores are taken by the different merchants for one vessel, 
and their porters hauling to all of them at the same time in various parts of the city. In the month of 
April last there were six Canton vessels with teas, sixteen vessels with spirits and wines, and twenty-eight 
other vessels from foreign ports; the number of inspectors at that time was twenty-five, (one has since 
died,) disposed of in the following manner: one at Marcus Hook, one at the Lazaretto, one in charge of 
the revenue barge, two in the public stores at the custom-house, three attending coasting vessels, leaving 
seventeen to attend to the delivery of cargoes from foreign ports, re-shipping goods for drawback, storing 
and delivering spirits, wines, and teas from store. It frequently happens that, while teas are discharging 
from the vessel, permits are received by the inspector to deliver part of the same which have been landed; 
and in this way Mr. Thomson hauled more away than were actually entered and bonded. After teas 
have been put in store it is impossible to count them, and must frequently take for granted that all is 
correct. After the stores are locked up the inspector has one lock and key, the merchants another; and 
should the inspector wish to visit the stores he cannot, without obtaining the consent of the merchant 
who holds the other key, so that the inspector has no opportunity of frequently examining the stores for 
the purpose of seeing whether any frauds have been committed. As respects the fraud committed by E. 
Thomson, I will observe that the key of one store would unlock several others, and when in possession 
of the key he had easy access to the other stores. The frequent calls on the inspectors to attend at stores 
containing spirits, wines, and teas, for the purpose of showing samples, coopering, &c., through the 
various and detached parts of the city, cannot be attended to properly, unless the warehousing system is 
placed on a different principle from the present. There are now seventy-one stores in charge of the 
inspectors, and in the spring they will far exceed one hundred. The William Savery entered on the 28th 
of February, 1824; also, on the 28th of February, 1825; and the dates and marks being similar, it afforded 
greater facilities to Mr. Thomson for furthering his designs in defrauding the revenue; the former cargo 
being entered out of store; the latter discharging; and, instead of going into store, a great number were 

. taken direct from the vessel and shipped to New York, as has been discovered since Mr. Thomson’s failure. 
With great respect, your most obedient servant, 
J. GLENTWORTH, Surveyor and Inspector of the Revenue. 
Samvet H. Ssrrn, Esq., Philadelphia. 





N. B. Should any further information be required it will be promptly given. 





No. 4. 
Interrogatories to John Steele, Esq., Coilector of the port of Philadelphia. 


Question 1. Were all the provisions of law faithfully complied with in regard to the importations in 
the ships William Savery, Addison, Woodrop Sims, Benjamin Rush, and Thomas Scattergood, which 
arrived in the year 1825, so far as the same embraced a part of your duty directly or so far as they 
involved a superintendence by you over others? 

Answer. The provisions of the law, as far as it relates to the duties of my office, have, I believe, been 
faithfully complied with in regard to the importations in the ships William Savery, Addison, Woodrop 
Sims, Benjamin Rush, and Thomas Scattergood, which arrived in the year 1825. 

Question 2. Have any, and to what extent, permits been granted for the withdrawal from the stores 
of the teas of Edward Thomson, without the duties being previously legally secured? It is presumed 
not; but the question is put to supersede all doubt. 

Answer. No such permit has been granted. 
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Question 3. State the amounts of the several bonds, with the sureties in each, given by Edward 
Thomson, which, whether due or not, remain unpaid, and whether the sureties were, at the time the bonds 
were given, in good credit, and considered as competent to pay them? 

Answer. The several bonds, with the sureties, given by Edward Thomson, as mentioned in the inter- 
rogatory, cannot conveniently be stated in my answer, but an abstract of the whole shall be furnished. 
The sureties at the time the bonds were given were deemed in good credit, the sureties to some of 
them considered competent to pay them, but the sureties to others of his bonds were not considered as 
competent to pay them, in the event of the entire insolvency of the principal, and which, I believe, 
sureties will seldom be found to be in large transactions, unless where merchants of good standing, 
doing an equal business, become sureties for one another. In forming an opinion of the sufficiency of 
security to the United States, it may, perhaps, have happened in too many instances that the sureties 
and principal were not viewed distinctly, but jointly, in making the estimate; whatever blame may 
attach to me in this particular, yet candor will not permit me to withhold the concession. To obtain 
sureties in cases of large amount competent to pay the same, I think, will seldom be found practicable; 
I have, nevertheless, in respect to all Mr. Thomson’s bonds, hitherto believed the interest of the United 
States to be perfectly secure; this was induced by the extent of Mr. Thomson’s business, which indicated 
extensive capital or credit, (I supposed the former,) as I apprehend that in the last ten years he has paid 
more revenue to the United States than any other importer, and with a punctuality that could not be 
exceeded—his bonds, however large the amount, being always paid at bank on the day they became due. 
The payments made here, besides the considerable amount paid at New York, where he imported several 
valuable cargoes within the period mentioned, I imagined could not be accomplished without a substantial 
capital. I was not alone in this opinion. 

Question 4. Have there been any recent instances, and particularly in reference to the bonds given 
previously by Edward Thomson, of persons signing them as sureties, and out of office hours? State the 
instances, if any, including the dates of the bonds, the principals and previous sureties, the amounts, the 
sureties recently added, and whether by power of attorney, and, in that case, stating the attorney, with 
the times when the names of the recent sureties were added. . 

Answer. By information from the Deputy Collector, some of E. Thomson’s bonds, which, through over- 
sight, were incomplete at the time they were given, had a surety, by his attorney, added on the evening 
of the 19th of November past. The dates of the bonds, &c., &c., &c., will be particularly noted in the 
abstract promised in my answer to the third interrogatory. 

Question 5. Have you any knowledge of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers of 
the custom-house and Edward Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other 
facts, indications, or appearances pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you have, state minutely 
the extent of your knowledge. 

Answer. I have no knowledge of, or cause to suspect the existence of any collusion between any of 
the officers of the custom-house and E. Thomson, or any other person. 

Question 6. Are the books required by the 53d section of the collection law to be kept by the 
inspectors duly transmitted te you by the surveyor, and do they appear to be faithfully kept? 

Answer. The books kept by the inspectors, as directed by the 53d section of the collection law, have 
not been transmitted to me by the surveyor, nor required so to be, unless when reference thereto occa- 
sionally rendered it necessary. The surveyor’s return to my office of the discharge of the cargo of each 
vessel exhibit, substantially, everything noted in those books. 

Question 7. Are the permits for unlading goods from vessels, or taking them from the stores in which 
they are deposited, invariably signed by you and countersigned by the naval officer, and is this always 
done after they are filled up? 

Answer. Permits for the delivery of goods from vessels or from store are invariably signed by the 
Collector and naval officer, or their deputies, but in no instance till after they are filled up. 

Question 8. Have all the officers and persons appointed pursuant to the act of March 2, 1799, taken 
the oath or affirmation required by the 20th section thereof? 

Answer. All the officers appointed since I have been Collector have taken the oath or affirmation 
required by the 20th section of the act of March 2, 1799. I presume the same was done in the time of 
my predecessors. 

Question 9. Are the official papers of the respective offices in the custom-house properly arranged 
and carefully preserved, and the books and records brought up to the present time? 

Answer. The official papers of the custom-house are, in my judgment, properly arranged and carefully 
preserved, and the books and records brought up to the present time as far as practicable; would be 
pleased if Mr. Smith wouid examine, for his own satisfaction, as far as his leisure will permit. 

Question 10. How are the certificates directed to be given by the 41st section of the collection law 
issued, and in what way are they accounted for? 

Answer. The certificates directed by the 41st section of the collection law are prepared by the 
surveyor, are signed and sealed in my office, and returned to the surveyor, who can explain the manner 
they are issued. We have no further concern with those certificates but for the identification of goods 
to which they apply when entered and inspected for exportation, after which they are brought to my 
office and cancelled. 

Question 11. What has been the usage as to the delivery of certificates to the owners of goods, and 
has that usage been invariable ? 

Answer. Of this IT have no knowledge, except as informed by the surveyor, which information is 
particularly mentioned in my communication to you of the 11th instant. 

Question 12. Have you ever given the surveyor any instructions respecting the delivery of certificates, 
and what are they? 

Answer. I do not recollect that I have. 

Question 13. Is a weekly report made to you by the surveyor of the names of such inspectors, 
weighers, measurers, and gaugers as may be absent from or neglect to do their duty? 

Answer. Such report has not been made to me by the surveyor, whence I always inferred that there 
was no absence from or neglect of duty to be reported. : 

Question 14. Have you any knowledge of the usage in storing spirits, wines, and teas deposited 
under a general bond given by the owner, without surety; of the mode of securing the stores and of taking 

goods from them, and whether the usage has been recently in any way changed? If so, state it. 
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Answer. I have no other knowledge than by information, as stated in my answer to the 11th inter- 
rogatory. 

Question 15. How long have you been in office ? 

Answer. I have been in office since the 28th of August, 1808. 

Question 16. Have you in any cases granted any indulgence which the law does not sanction? If 
so, state it, and the grounds on which it was granted. 

Answer. Though I have endeavored to afford the merchants every facility and accommodation in 
transacting their business in the custom-house as far as consistent with my duty, I do not recollect to 
have granted any indulgence that the law does not sanction. 

Question 17. Is it within your knowledge that any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of 
law or duty, or flagrant neglects, have been committed or practiced by any officer or person connected 
with the custom-house? If so, state them. 

Answer. I have no knowledge of any frauds, collusions, &c., &c., &c., practiced by any officer or 
person connected with the custom-house, or of any neglect or omission of duty but that referred to in my 
answer to the 11th interrogatory. 

Question 18. What has been the usage at the custom-house in respect to assignments of goods depos- 
ited in stores? Do you know of any instances in which any other person than the original owner has 
been permitted to enter them out of the stores on paying or securing the duties? If so, state them, with 
the nature of the assignment, and whether it embraced the whole goods of the original owner in store, or 
only a part of them. 

Answer. There has not, within my recollection, been an assignment made of goods in store, except 
those by Mr. Thomson to Messrs. Lippincott & Co. Goods have always been entered by the owner, or, as 
the case may be, by such other person as the 36th section of the collection law authorizes to make entry 
thereof. The goods of insolvents have been delivered to their assignees, as they would have been to the 
original owner had he not become insolvent. 

Question 19. It is represented that from a period commencing with the last spring, and continuing 
until the close of autumn, Mr. Thomson was in the habit of selling here, at public auctions, boxes or parcels 
of the very teas which he fraudulently withdrew from store, or which had not been, as they should have 
been, stored, which sales were matter of common notoriety, advertisements and other notices of them 
constantly appearing in the newspapers. Are such facts? If so, through what causes did it happen that 
the officers of the customs were not excited into wakefulness by these publications? Do you know, or can 
you learn, and if so, state, whether these advertisements carried on their face any evidence of the teas 
offered for sale being those of Mr. Thomson’s, so fraudulently removed ? 

Answer. The advertisements of auctioneers, as far as I have noticed, do not give the names of the 
owners of teas or other goods offered for sale; but had the name of Mr. Thomson or any other importer of 
teas been particularly mentioned, it would not have excited attention, unless there was some previous 
ground of suspicion of fraud, which was not entertained of Mr. Thomson until he became insolvent; beside, 
it is not to be inferred that teas advertised for sale by auctioneers are in their store or custody, as the 
article, I understand, is generally sold in any considerable quantity by samples, whilst the goods are yet 
in the store where deposited. If sale is made, they are entered and bonded by the importer, and permit 
given for their delivery from store. If sale is not made, they remain in store as before. The importers of 
teas can give you more particular and satisfactory information on this subject. 

Question 20. State any further facts, not embraced within the scope of these inquiries, which may, in 
your opinion, furnish useful information respecting the recent frauds committed, or generally respecting 
the administration of the custom-house. 

Answer. I do not recollect any other facts or useful information that I could furnish respecting the 
frauds committed, or the administration of the custom-house, but what is expressed in my answers to the 
foregoing interrogatories. 

Question 21. Should your deputy be able to furnish any information called for by the above interrog- 
atories besides that given by you, or any other information material to the inquiry into the transactions 
arising out of the failure of Edward Thomson, or into the general administration of the custom-house, be 
pleased to obtain a statement thereof, to be made by him as a supplement to your deposition, or in a 
distinct document. 

Answer. The interrogatories and answers have been communicated to the Deputy Collector, who has 
not intimated to me that he could add any other material information to that given in my answers, 


Personally appeared before me, one of the aldermen of the city of Philadelphia, John Steele, Collector 
of this district, who, being duly sworn according to law, doth depose and say that the answers to the 
foregoing interrogatories are just and true, to the best of his knowledge and belief. 


JOHN STEELE, Collector. 


Sworn and subscribed before me, the 23d day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 





No. 5. 
Interrogatories to William Jones, Esq., Naval Officer of the port of Philadelphia. 


Question 1. How long have you been in office ? 

Answer. That I entered upon the duties of my office on the 8th day of December, 1824. 

Question 2. Were all the provisions of law faithfully complied with in regard to the importations in 
the ships William Savery, Addison, Woodrop Sims, Benjamin Rush, and Thomas Scattergood, which arrived 
in the year 1825, so far as the same embraced part of your duty directly, or so far as they invoived a super- 
intendence by you over others ? 

Answer. This question I answer in the affirmative, 

Question 3. Have any, and to what extent, permits been granted for the withdrawal from the stores of 
the teas of Edward Thomson, without the duties being previously legally secured? It is presumed not, 
but the question is put to supersede all doubt. 
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Answer. That no permits have been granted for removing the teas, mentioned in the third question, 
without the duties being previously legally secured. 

Question 4. Are the permits for unlading goods from vessels, or taking them from stores in which 
they are deposited, invariably signed by the Collector and countersigned by you, and is this always done 
after they are filled up? 

Answer. That the permits for unlading goods from vessels, or removing them from the stores in which 
they are deposited, are invariably signed by the Collector or his deputy, and countersigned by myself or 
my deputy after they are filled up. 

Question 5. Are all the papers connected with your office properly arranged and carefully preserved, 
and the books and records brought up to the present time ? 

Answer. That all the papers connected with my office are properly arranged and carefully preserved, 
and the books and records are brought up as near the present time as the nature of the business will 
admit, or the laws and the regulations of the Treasury Department require. 

Question 6. Have you any knowledge of the usage in storing spirits, wines, and teas, deposited under 
a general bond, given by the owner without surety, of the mode of securing the stores, and of taking 
goods from them, and whether that usage has been recently in any way changed? If so, state it. 

Answer. That having no connexion with or participation in the duties involved in the sixth question, 
I have no knowledge of the manner in which they are discharged. 

Question 7. Have you in any cases granted any indulgence which the law does not sanction? If so, 
state it, and the grounds on which it was granted. 

Answer. That I have granted no indulgence in any case which the law does not sanction. 

Question 8. Have you any knowledge of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers of 
the custom-house and Edward Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other 
facts, indications, or appearances pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you have, state minutely 
the extent of your knowledge. 

Answer. That I have no knowledge of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers of 
the custom-house and Edward Thomson, or of any other facts, indications, or appearances pointing to just 
suspicions on this head. 

Question 9. Is it within your knowledge that any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of 
the law or duty, or any flagrant neglect have been committed or practiced by any officer or person 
connected with the custom-house? If so, state them. 

Answer. That I have no knowledge of any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of law or 
duty, or any flagrant neglect having been committed or practiced by any officer or person connected with 
the custom-house, except it be the neglect implied in the practice of occasionally intrusting the public 
keys with the importers to remove permitted goods in the absence of an inspector, with which practice I 
have only become acquainted, by the admission of some of the officers of inspection, since the failure of 
Edward Thomson. 

Question 10. It is represented that, from a period commencing with the last spring and continuing 
until the close of the autumn, Mr. Thomson was in the habit of selling here, at public auctions, boxes or 
parcels of the very teas which he fraudulently withdrew from store, or which had not been, as they should 
have been, stored, which sales were matters of common notoriety, advertisements and other notices of 
them constantly appearing in the newspapers. Are such the facts? If so, through what causes did it 
happpen that the officers of the custom-house were not excited into wakefulness by these publications ? 
Do you know, or can you learn, and if so, state, whether these advertisements carried on their face any 
evidence of the teas offered for sale being those of Mr. Thomson’s, so fraudulently removed ? 

Answer. In regard to the alleged “public advertisements and sales at public auction of boxes and 
parcels of the very teas which Edward Thomson fraudulently withdrew from store, or which had not been, 
as they should have been, stored,” I have no knowledge. I occasionally glance over the advertisements 
in the public papers, but I had no cause for suspicion nor any motive for a particular investigation of the 
advertisements alluded to, nor am I now aware that they would have afforded any indication of fraud, as 
I believe it to be the practice of auctioneers to sell by a few sample chests from each chop, and when 
sold, the proprietor may secure the payment of the duties the following day, and legally withdraw them 
from store. The advertisements and exposure to public sale, therefore, furnish no evidence of the quantity 
advertised being in possession of the auctioneer, or of the extent of the sales, which is only known to the 
parties interested. 

Question 11. State any further facts, not embraced within the scope of these inquiries, which may, in 
your opinion, furnish useful information respecting the recent frauds committed, or, generally, respecting 
the administration of the custom-house. 

Answer. That I have no knowledge of any further facts, not embraced within the scope of the annexed 
interrogatories, which would furnish useful information respecting the recent frauds committed upon the 
revenue, except those which are contained in the statement which, at your request, I addressed to you on 
the 11th instant. 

In regard to the general administration of the custom-house, I have to answer that, in the Collector’s 
department, which alone comes within my view, the business, as far as my knowledge extends, is con- 
ducted with order, diligence, and fidelity; and I am at all times prepared to demonstrate the correctness 
with which the business of the naval oflice is conducted. 

I, William Jones, naval officer of the district of Philadelphia, do solemnly affirm that the answers to 
the foregoing interrogatories are just and true, to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

WM. JONES. 

Affirmed and subscribed before me, this 19th day of January, 1826. 

WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 





No. 6. 
Interrogatories put to James Glentworth, Surveyor of the port of Philadelphia. 


First. In regard principally to the teas imported by Edward Thomson: 


Question 1. In what vessels were these importations made, and when did the vessels arrive? 
Answer. The importations were made in the ship William Savery, arrived and entered on the 28th of 
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February, 1825, via New York; the ship Addison, arrived on the 4th April and entered on the 5th April, 
1825; the ship Woodrop Sims, arrived on the 12th April and entered on the 13th April, 1825; the ship 
Benjamin Rush, arrived on the 30th June and entered on the Ist July, 1825; the ship Thomas Scatter. 
good, arrived June 30 and entered on the 2d July, 1825. 

Question 2. Did you or your deputy (state which) visit or inspect these vessels, make the return to 
the Collector, and discharge the other duties required by the twenty-first section of the act of Congress of 
2d of March, 1799? 

Answer. The vessels were visited or inspected by Job Whipple, captain of the revenue barge, who 
makes a return to this office, and then reports to the Collector; the other duties have been discharged 
according to the best of my knowledge and ability, as refers to the twenty-first section of the act of 
Congress of March 2, 1799. 

Question 3. Who were the inspectors that first went on board these vessels, and those that superin- 
tended the unlading of the teas? state distinctly the name of each vessel, and the name of the inspector 
or inspectors so engaged in respect to her. Did the inspectors who first went on board do so as a thing of 
course; did they report having done so; having locked up the cargo, did they forthwith leave the vessel, 
or remain till the inspectors for unlading the vessel came on board; is any record kept of their names? 

Answer. The inspectors who first went on board these vessels when they hauled to the wharves were 
as follows: John Brown first went on board the ship William Savery, and superintended the unlading of 
the teas; Robert Hopkins first went on board the ship Addison, and superintended the unlading of the 
teas; Robert Hopkins first went on board the ship Woodrop Sims, and superintended the unlading of the 
teas; Robert Hopkins first went on board the ship Benjamin Rush, and superintended the unlading of the 
teas; John Boyd first went on board the ship Thomas Scattergood, and superintended the unlading of the 
teas. The inspectors who first went on board did so as a thing of course; but with these vessels they 
remained on board and discharged their cargoes. The inspectors reported to the office having taken 
charge of these vessels, or were detailed by me or my deputy for that purpose. Having locked up the 
cargo, they remain on board until sunset, except the hours necessary for their meals. A record of their 
names are kept, and how employed. 

Question 4. Were the inspectors who unladed the cargo designated by you ? 

Answer. They either reported to the office or were designated by me or my deputy. 

Question 5. How many boxes or chests of tea were unladen from each vessel, and how many days 
were the inspectors, as to each vessel, employed in superintending the unlading ?° 

Answer. The number of packages of tea, agreeably to the returns on file in this office, unladen from 
the ship William Savery, were 8,550; from the ship Addison, 8,120; from the ship Woodrop Sims, 8,400; 
from the ship Benjamin Rush, 7,207; from the ship Thomas Scattergood, 6,934. The inspector superin- 
tending the unlading of the ship William Savery was employed fifteen days; the inspector of the Addison, 
eight days; the inspector of the Woodrop Sims, twelve days; the inspector of the Benjamin Rush, nine- 
teen days; the inspector of the Thomas Scattergood, thirteen days. 

Question 6. Were the quantity and kind of all the teas ascertained and marked; and how were they 
ascertained and marked; and by whom? 

Answer. The quantity of teas were ascertained from the report made to this office, and the quality 
ascertained by the different marks and chops on the chests and packages, or by the packages being 
broken, or being bored, when any doubt existed. They were all marked, according to the quality and kind 
of teas, by Charles S. Jackson, the marking officer. 

Question 7. Had, previous to the unlading of the teas, a permit, signed by the Collector and naval 
officer, been received; and did the examination by and report to you of the inspectors exactly correspond 
with the permits; and were the provisions contained in the 30th and 37th sections of the collection law 
strictly complied with ? 

Answer. A permit had been received, previous to unlading the teas, signed by the Collector and 
naval officer, and the report of the inspectors exactly corresponded with the permits; and the provisions 
contained in the 30th and 37th sections of the collection law were strictly complied with, with the excep- 
tion of the endorsement of permits for spirits, wines, and teas, which, from the records of the office, do 
not appear to have been continued or performed after 1802. The sections referred to are now strictly 
complied with. 

Question 8. Did you grant the certificates required to be given by the 41st section of the said law, 
and to whom were they delivered; were they signed by the Collector and countersigned by the 
surveyor ? 

Answer. I did grant the certificates required to be given by the 41st section of said law, and delivered 
the same to persons employed by Edward Thomson, taking therefor the necessary receipts. They were 
signed by the Collector, or persons deputed by him, and countersigned by me or my deputy. 

Question 9. Were these certificates countersigned after the inspectors’ examination of the teas, or 
were they previously countersigned in blank, and the blanks filled up, and by whom? 

Answer. The certificates were countersigned when the quality and kinds of teas were known, and 
not in blank; the blanks being previously filled up, unless an error was discovered, and was done by me 
or my deputy. 

Question 10. Were these certificates delivered by you or by an inspector, and what inspector, to the 
importer of the teas? 

Answer. The certificates were delivered by me or my deputy to the importer or his clerks. 

Question 11. When were these certificates delivered? State the times, distinguishing the different 
vessels, and particularly whether before the removal of the teas from the wharves on which they were 
landed, or after such removal and previous to their known admission into the stores allotted to them, or 
after their admission into said stores. 

Answer. The certificates of the ship William Savery were delivered on the 15th and 22d March, 1825; 
the certificates of the ship Addison, on the 27th April and 23d May, 1825; the certificates of the ship 
Woodrop Sims, on the 6th June, 15th June, and 19th July, 1825; the certificates of the ship Benjamin 
Rush, on the 6th August, 10th August, and 13th September, 1825; the certificates of the ship Thomas 
Scattergood, on the 19th July, 30th July, 6th August, and 26th August, 1825. The certificates were 
delivered after the teas were landed and stored. 

Question 12. The 42d section of the collection law, in connexion with the 7th section of the act of 
April 6, 1802, to repeal the internal taxes, requires the inspectors of the ports to make regular and exact 
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entries of ail certificates that shall be granted; are these entries duly made by you; and a return made 
by you to the Collector; if so, at what time was it made in this case ? 

Answer. Entries are made of all certificates granted, and a receipt taken by me or my deputy. No 
return was ever made to the Collector, to my knowledge, by any surveyor. 

Question 13. Does not the collection law contemplate, in cases where goods are deposited in stores, 
that these certificates should be only filled up at the time when any portion of the goods are, on permits, 
withdrawn, and then, and then only, after the duties have been secured, be delivered to the proprietor 
with the goods so withdrawn from the store; were they so delivered in this case? if they were otherwise 
delivered, state the circumstances incident to each delivery, so far as they are not embraced in the pre- 
ceding interrogatories, including the names of any persons who had an agency in their delivery. 

Answer. The law has not been so construed, and I never thought that power was given me by the 
collection law to withhold such certificates from the importers, and the practice has been always to deliver 
them as soon as they could be completed. Since Mr. Thomson’s fraud the certificates are withheld until a 
delivery from the store takes place; but the law does not contemplate such a procedure; the delivery of 
the certificates was made by myself or my deputy. 

Question 14. Were any inspectors designated by you to superintend the conveyance of the teas from 
the wharves on which they were landed to the stores? if so, name them, and say whether they were the 
same inspectors that were charged with superintending the unlading of the teas, distinguishing the 
inspectors engaged on each cargo. 

Answer. No inspector was designated to superintend the conveyance of the teas from the wharves on 
which they were landed to the stores; neither would it be possible for them to do so, unless every load 
was followed, put into store, and locked up, and then the inspector would have to return with the dray 
for another load; this would require too much time in a Canton cargo, full double the number of days 
required by law, and a great increase of inspectors. Andrew Jackson was employed on the wharf, while 
all of Thomson’s vessels were discharging, in having the teas properly arranged for marking, in delivering 
those permit from store, that is, those permitted before going into store and bonded with sureties. The 
inspectors engaged in unlading the cargo are expressed in answer to question three. 

Question 15. Did the imspector receive instructions from you, verbal or written, and which, in what 
stores to deposit the teas; and having deposited them, did they report to you the having made such 
deposit, specifying the teas and the store in which deposited ? state the names of the inspectors and the 
cargoes they superintended, with the dates of the transactions. 

Answer. The inspectors received no instructions in what stores to deposit the teas; the law puts it 
in the power of the merchant to employ whatever store or stores he may think proper, provided they are 
considered safe for the storage of goods, and are not likely to be embezzled; neither did the inspectors 
report in what stores the teas were deposited. 

Question 16. Have you any record of the stores in which those teas were deposited; does it merely 
contain an enumeratiqn of the stores without their contents, or does it specify the contents of each store, 
and with what particularity ? if you have not, is such a record kept by any other officer? if by the inspec- 
tors, state the manner in which it is kept by them; state also the name of each inspector, with the stores 
in his charge in which those teas were or should have been deposited. 

Answer. I have at present a record of the stores in which those teas were deposited; it merely states 
the stores, without their particular contents. Such records are kept by the inspector having charge of 
the stores, and I do not know in what form they are kept by them. The name of the inspector is Andrew 
Jackson, and the stores situate as follows: No. 78, South Wharves; Nos. 163, 165, 157, 143, and 145, 
Water street. Mr. Jackson was assisted by Robert Hopkins in storing and taking them from store. 

Question 17. In what manner and by whose directions were the teas carried to the stores, and were 
they accompanied or not by an inspector? Specify the particulars as to each cargo. 

Answer. The teas were carried to the stores on drays, and under the direction of Edward Thomson, 
or persons employed by him; no inspector accompanied them. 

Question 18. Is there any evidence of these teas all being stored; have you any reason, and what 
reason, to think that parcels of them were never lodged in the stores? State minutely your knowledge 
in this respect. ‘ 

Answer. There is no evidence of those teas being all stored. Mr. Jackson and Mr. Hopkins state 
that they were told by Thomson’s clerk, since his failure, that part of the teas, instead of going to the 
stores, were carried elsewhere. Watching their opportunity, the drays passed the stores instead of 
depositing their loads. I have no further knowledge on this head. 

Question 19. Was there any watch of the stores in which the teas were deposited; were they inspected, 
and by whom, from time to time; did you give any instructions to the inspectors respecting them? If 
so, say what they were. 

Answer. There was no watch to the stores in which the teas were deposited until after Thomson’s 
failure, which is still continued. They were inspected from time to time by Andrew Jackson. I do not 
recollect that any instructions were given to the inspector respecting them. 

Question 20. From what stores and under what circumstances do the teas appear to be surreptitiously 
taken? State the owner of each store, the inspector who kept the key, the quantity of tea that was or 
should have been stored, and that surreptitiously removed, and to what extent, if any, certificates have 
been delivered embracing the teas so removed. 

Answer. Ido not know from what stores, or under what circumstances, teas appear to have been 
surreptitiously taken, nor the owners of the stores. The inspector who kept the keys was Andrew Jackson, 
who can inform fully on this question. The certificates were all delivered as per answer to question 11, 
at the time therein stated. 

Question 21. Who affixed the locks on the stores, or examined them previous to the storage of the 
goods; who had the key kept on behalf of the Government? Specify, in these respects, the several 
stores, and inspectors under whose care they were placed. 

Answer. The locks were affixed on the stores by Andrew Jackson and Robert Hopkins. The stores 
had been long used by Thomson, and were known to the inspectors who had possession of the keys 
on the part of the Government. The stores are specified in answer to question 16. 

: Question 22. Have merchants ever refused to produce, on request, their keys? If so, state the 
Instances. 
Answer. I do not know that any merchants refused to produce their keys, on request, with the 
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exception of Lippincotts, after Thomson’s failure, but they have it in their power so to do, if they think 
proper. : , , 

Question 23. Have the keys of the stores in which these teas were deposited, in any cases, and 
by whom, and when, been granted to the importer, without an inspector accompanying him, under the 
authority of a permit to remove a part of them; and does it appear that from this step more teas, and to 
what amount, have been removed than the permit allowed ? 

Answer. The keys of these stores have been granted to the importers by Andrew Jackson and Robert 
Hopkins at different times, they accompanying the importer and taking off the locks. At other times the 
importers have had the keys. Whether, from this step, more teas were taken or removed than the permit 
allowed, I do not know. 

Question 24. When did you first learn that the teas of Thomson were not in the stores; and what 
steps did you take on being so informed ? 

Answer. At the time of Thomson’s failure I was confined to the house by sickness. 

Question 25. Did you examine, or cause to be examined, and when, the stores in which these teas 
were or should have been deposited, and what was the result of the examination? Specify the amount 
of teas missing in each store; whether any violence appears to have been offered to the locks or other 
fastenings; whether there were any doors or windows unsecured, so as to exhibit a distinct idea of the 
security of the stores. 

Answer. I was sick at the time the stores were examined by A. Jackson, who reported to the Collector; 
from what I understood, the stores were secure in every respect. 

Question 26. Have you ever received any instructions, and what, from the Collector respecting the 
delivery of certificates? 

Answer. Not to my knowledge. 

Question 27. Have you any knowledge of the porters engaged in carrying the teas, cither from the 
wharf to the stores, or from the pavement in front of the stores; or whether they can give any useful 
information as to their incorrect transportation? If you can, specify their names. 

Answer. I do not know. 

Question 28. Have the inspectors and weighers, in all cases incident to these teas, discharged their 
duty agreeably to law? If they have not, specify particularly the cases in which omission, neglect, or 
connivance may have occurred, including names and dates, with any extenuating circumstances that may 
have existed, such as long usage, pressure of business, &c. 

Answer. I have no knowledge of the inspectors or weighers neglecting their duty in regard to these 
teas. 
Question 29. Have you, in any of the cases incident to these teas, granted any indulgence which the 
law does not sanction? If so, state it, and the grounds on which it was granted. 

Answer. Not to my knowledge. 

Question 30. You say, in your letter of the 12th of January, that “it frequently happened that while 
teas are discharging from the vessels permits are received by the inspector to deliver part of the same, 
which have been landed, and in this way Mr. Thomson hauled more away than were actually entered or 
bonded.” Could this have been done if the inspector had examined the marks of the chests; and was it 
not his duty todo so? Be pleased to state the extent to which this was effected, the times when done, 
and the inspector or inspectors to whom the permit or permits were delivered, as well as when, how, and 
by whom this fact was discovered, to whom it was communicated; and if to you, whether you apprised 
the Collector or naval officer of it, and when. 

Answer. I suppose this furthered his desigus in hauling more away, as hauling to the store and to 
another vessel, many teas might have passed the stores without being noticed. The inspector did examine 
the marks of the chests, and delivered them agreeably to permit. I do not know the extent to which this 
was effected, nor the time when done, as this information was given to Mr. Jackson by Thomson’s people, 
after his failure, who reported the same to the Collector. 

Question 31. You say, in the same communication, “after teas have been put in store it is impossible 
to count them, and must frequently take for granted that all are correct.” Is it a fact they never are 
counted, or that, generally, they are not counted? And whence arises the impossibility of counting them? 

Answer. The teas are always counted where practicable; the impossibility arises from the manner of 
storage—a space being left in the centre, and many breaks, by partitions, happening in large stores where 
four or five thousand packages of teas of different sizes are stored. 

Question 32. You state, further, “that a great number of chests of tea were taken direct from the 
vessel of Mr. Thomson and shipped to New York, as has been discovered since Mr. Thomson’s failure.” 
State the exact knowledge you have on this head, giving the time, number of chests, through whose hands 
they passed, by what means they were conveyed, to whom they went, and any other circumstances, with 
the means by which the discovery was made. 

Answer. All the knowledge I have is from Mr. Jackson, who was told by Mr. Thomson’s clerks, who 
can explain to you fully on this subject. 

Question 33. Did the stores in which Mr. Thomson’s teas were deposited contain any other articles ? 

Answer. I have understood, since Mr. Thomson’s failure, they contained hides. 

Question 34. Have the stores in which spirits, wine, and teas have been deposited been exclusively 
devoted to this purpose, or otherwise; and have there been any cases in which the same store has contained 
articles bonded with sureties and articles only generally bonded by the importer ? 

Answer. In many cases the stores are not exclusively devoted to this purpose; bonded goods, with 
sureties, being in the same store. 

Question 35. Have you any knowledge of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers 
of the custom-house and Mr. Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, 
indications, or appearances pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you have, state minutely the 
extent of your knowledge. 

Answer. I have not. 

Question 36. State any further facts, not embraced within the scope of these inquiries, which relate to 
these teas, and which may, in your opinion, throw any light on the subject. 

Answer. I do not recollect, at present, anything further. 
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Secondly. In regard to the manner in which the surveyor has usually discharged his official duties: 


Question 37. Do you or your deputy visit every vessel that arrives, and make, every morning to the 
Collector, the return, in writing, required by the collection laws ? 

Answer. Every vessel that arrives is visited by Job Whipple, boarding officer, who is deputized by 
me for that purpose, and for receiving manifests and crew-lists, mustering the crew, &c., who reports 
every morning to me and to the Collector. 

Question 38. Do you make a weekly report to the Collector of the names of such inspectors, weighers, 
measurers, and gaugers, as may be absent from or neglect their duty ? 

Answer. When they occur. 

Question 39. What officer first goes on board a vessel previous to her arrival, (in the port,) endorses 
the original manifest, and receives a copy ? 

Answer. Job Whipple, the boarding officer. 

Question 40. Do the inspectors who first go on board a vessel after her arrival do so as a thing of 
course? Do they report their having done so? Having locked up the cargo, do they forthwith leave the 
vessel, or remain till the inspector for unlading the vessel comes on board? Is any record kept of their 
names ? 

Answer. See answer to question 3. 

Question 41. Are all the inspectors, weighers, measurers, and gaugers, qualified to discharge their 
duties ? 

Answer. I know nothing to the contrary. 

Question 42. Do you, in all cases, put on board every vessel that arrives here from a foreign port one 
or more inspectors? If there be any exceptions, state them. Are the inspectors designated by you for 
a particular vessel, or do they act under general instructions ? 

Answer. In all cases an inspector is put on board every vessel that arrives here from a foreign port. 
When a great number of foreign vessels arrive, one inspector has frequently charge of two and sometimes 
three vessels at the same wharf. The inspectors are generally designated by me or my deputy. It fre- 
quently occurs they go on board, report to me, and discharge the vessel. 

Question 43. Do you invariably ascertain the proofs, quantity, and kinds of distilled spirits; the 
quality, and kind, and quantity of wines imported; the kind and quality of teas and sugars ? 

Answer. I do, myself, or by persons deputed by me for that purpose. 

Question 44. Do you in all cases examine whether the goods imported in any vessel, and the deliveries 
thereof, agreeably to the inspectors’ returns thereof, correspond with the permits for landing the same; 
and if any error or disagreement appear, do you report the same to the Collector and to the naval officer ? 
If there be exceptions, state them. 

Answer. I or my deputy examine the returns, and report the same to the Collector. 

Question 45. Do you cause the provisions of the thirtieth and thirty-seventh sections of the collection 
law, in respect to spirits, wines and teas, to be strictly complied with ? 

Answer. I do. 

Question 46. Do you ever permit goods to be unladen or removed from the stores without a permit, 
signed by the Collector and naval officer? Do you know any inspector or other person who has suffered 
this to be done ? 

Answer. I do not. : , 

Question 47. Do you invariably superintend the lading for exportation of all goods entered for the 
benefit of any drawback, bounty, or allowance, as required by law ? 

Answer. The inspectors superintend the lading for exportation of all goods for drawback, bounty, or 
allowance, under my direction. 

Question 48. Do you from time to time, and particularly on the first Mondays of January and July in 
each year, examine and try the weights, measures, and other instruments used in ascertaining the duties 
on imports, and make the returns required by law to the Collector ? 

Answer. In consequence of the frost in January, the weights are examined and tried in the spring 
and autumn; the measures and other instruments are more frequently examined and tried, and the returns 
required by law are made to the Collector. 

Question 49. Are the weights, measures, and other instruments, at present in a good state? 

Answer. They are, to the best of my knowledge. 

Question 50. Are fair and true accounts and records of all your official transactions kept agreeably 
to law ? 

Answer. I do not know to the contrary. 

Question 51. Are all goods which the law requires weighed, measured, and gauged ? 

Answer. They are. 

Question 52. State, in regard to the certificates required to be given by the forty-second section of 
the collection law, the course which has been practiced, in the same detail and with the same minuteness 
as called for in respect to Mr. Thomson’s teas; and whether they have been invariably granted to the 
importer of all goods immediately after landing them; whether those goods were bonded with sureties, or 
warehoused with the general bond of the importer. If otherwise granted, say how and when granted. 
State also the quantities of spirits, wines, and teas that are now warehoused, for which certificates 
have been delivered, as well as the quantities of the like articles warehoused, for which certificates 
have not been delivered.. ; 

Answer. The course practiced has been to deliver the certificates to the importers, as soon as they 
can be finished, after the delivery of the spirits, wines, and teas from the respective vessels, and this has 
been invariably the practice, even when in store and not bonded with sureties. I do not know the quantity 
issued for spirits, wines, and teas now warehoused, or those not warehoused. 

Question 53. State the manner in which, the times at which, the said certificates have been delivered 
to you by the Collector, with the number from time to time so delivered, and in whose custody they are kept. 

Answer. The certificates are ordered by me from the printer, when returns are made by the marker 
of the weights of teas, gauges and proofs of spirits and wines, and the qualities and kinds thereof; the 
certificates are then filled up, signed, numbered, and sent to the Collector for his number, signature, and 
seal of office, and then returned to my office for issuing; no particular number is given at a time, and 
they are kept in my custody. ; 

Question 54. State the course which is generally practiced in the conveyance of spirits, wines, and 
teas to the stores, and whether the designation is made by you or intrusted to an inspector. 
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Answer. The spirits, wines, and teas are taken from the wharf to the stores by the importer, who 
designates his own stores; and when all the cargo is landed from the vessel and hauled to the stores, they 
are examined by the inspector and locked up. 
Question 55. Enumerate the stores now used, annexing to each the owners’ names, and the inspector 
in whose charge it is, and stating where the owner is the same person with the person whose goods are 
stored therein; state, also, the precautions taken for their security. 

Answer. The stores returned by the inspectors are as follows: 


1 with wine, in Front, below Walnut street, J. Sperry, 

1 with wine, in Gray’s alley, J. Moss, 

1 with gin, in Water, below Walnut, J. Welsh, 

1 with tea, in Waln & Morris’ stores, Waln & Morris, } 

4 with wine, in Water street, Perit & Cabot, 

1 with wine, in Front street, Perit & Cabot, 

1 with wine, in Prune street, Perit & Cabot, 

1 with wine, in Front street, D. Lewis & Co., 

1 with tea, in Front street, J. Gratz, 

2 with tea, in Front street, B. Etting, ' 

2 with wine, in Dock street, J. B. M’Ilvaine, 

2 with tea, in Dock street, C. Price & Morgan, 

1 with wine, in Dock street, C. Price & Morgan, 

2 with wine, in Dock street, J. L. Hodge, 
| 





1 with wine, in Spruce and Sixth streets, J. L. Hodge, 

1 with brandy, in 247 High street, Thouron & Co., 

1 with wine, in 52 Chestnut street, P. O. Sorbe, | 

1 with wine, in Mariners church, E. M’Dermott & Co., { 

1 with wine, in S. Wharves, Corlies & Co., 

1 with wine, in 8. Wharves, Waln & Morris, 

1 with gin, in Water street, J. & R. Phillips, J 

1 with tea, on South Street wharf, L. Clapier, 

1 with tea, in 30 Walnut street, W. Brown, 

1 with tea, in 78 S. Wharves, E. Thomson, 

1 with tea, in 163 Water street, E. Thomson, 

1 with tea, in 165 Water street, E. Thomson, 

1 with tea, in 157 Water street, E. Thomson, 

1 with wine, wharf above South, J. 8. Smith, 

1 with wine, in Keith’s stores, Penn st., Perit & Cabot, 

1 with wine, in Keith’s stores, Penn st., Perit & Cabot, 

1 with wine, in Penn street, below South, J. Latour, 

1 with spirits, in Penn street, (Keith’s,) P. Bousquet, 

1 with spirits, in Penn street, No. 20, J. H. Jacobs, 

1 with spirits, in Penn street, No. 24, J. H. Jacobs, 

1 with spirits, in Penn street, No. 26, J. H. Jacobs, 

1 with spirits, in Thomson’s store, J. H. Jacobs, 

1 with wine, in South Water street, J. M’Cauley, 

1 with wine, in Penn street, S. Moss, 

1 with spirits, in Lombard Street church, J. Latour, 

1 with wine, in Lombard street, above 5th st., M. Bujac, 

1 with wine, in Spruce, above Front, J. Diamond, 

1 with wine, in Front street, (M’Phail’s,) J. H. Jacobs, | 

1 with brandy, in Library street, G. Garesche, 

1 with brandy, in Minor street, G. Garesche, | 

1 with brandy in Minor street, J. Beyelle & Co., J 

1 with wine, in Perot’s stores, T. B. Wales & Co., | 

1 with wine, in Perot’s stores, T. B. Wales & Co., 
| 








1 with wine, in Perot’s stores, T. B. Wales & Co., 
1 with wine, in Perot’s stores, T. B. Wales & Co., 
1 with wine, in Perot’s stores, T. B. Wales & Co., 
1 with tea, in Church alley, S. Spackman, 

1 with wine, in Neff’s store, Chever & Fales, 

1 with rum, in Water, near Chestnut, J. Goddard, } 
1 with tea, in High and Seventh streets, R. Tolland, 
1 with tea, in Water, below Chestnut, Emlen & Ralston, 
1 with wine, in Water, above Walnut, J. Diamond, 

1 with wine, wharf below Walnut, J. Diamond, 

1 with wine, in Bank alley, J. Diamond, 

1 with wine, in Water, below Walnut, Peret & Cabot, } 
1 with wine, in Front, above Bridge, Peret & Cabot, 

1 with wine, in Water, above Walnut, R. Ralston, 

1 with brandy, in Dock street, G. Garesche, 

1 with wine, on wharf below Chestnut, Bevan & Porter, | 


ome 





Joseph R Dickson, inspector. 


Henry Huber, inspector. 


John W. Durant, inspector. 


Andrew Jackson, inspector, assisted by 
Robert Hopkins, inspector. 


B. Ashmead, inspector. 


C. Anderson, inspector. 


John Reed, inspector. 
J. Zebly, inspector. 


John Davis, inspector. 


I do not know who are the owners of the stores; they are all under lock. 
Question 56. Are the articles usually counted after their admission into the store? If so, are there 


any exceptions ? 


Answer. The articles are always counted after their admission into store, and no exceptions, except 


those already mentioned concerning teas, where different sized boxes, breaks of upright posts, stacks of 
chimneys, &c., preclude the possibility of counting them. 


Question 57. Describe the way in which access is had to the stores by the owners of the goods, 


whether with or without the presence of an inspector. 


Answer. By producing a permit to deliver any of the goods; when cooperage is necessary; to examine 


their goods for samples to sell by; and various other necessary reasons; an inspector generally attends, 
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put when he is pressed with business, opens the stores and leaves them for the length of time he thinks 
necessary to accomplish their visit, and then locks them up, or the key is returned to him. 

Question 58. Have any of the inspectors now in service disobeyed your instructions or violated the 
law? If so, name them, and specify the circumstances. 

Answer. They have not disobeyed my instructions, to my knowledge, nor violated the law, except it be 
so construed in the foregoing answers to the questions. 

Question 59. Is i> a fact that the keys belonging to the inspectors have generally or frequently been 
entrusted to the own’ s of the goods? By what inspectors has this been done, and has it been done with 
your approbation and knowledge? 

Answer. They have, as before stated, and it was known to the officers generally. 

Question 60. Has the same key opened the locks of varivus stores? How has this occurred, and by 
whom have the locks and keys been provided? 

Answer. The locks are in sets of eight and four, each key opens the cight or four locks, and the 
inspectors each have such sets for vessels and stores; they are imported in this way, and cannot be 
obtained of good quality but seldom. They have been provided by me or my deputy. 

Question 61. Is each store allotted exclusively to the goods of one person? 

Answer. Not always. 

Question 62. Have there been any illegal removals of goods from the stores, or a neglect to introduce 
them into store, other than those of Edward Thomson? If so, state the cases and circumstances. 

Answer. Not to my knowledge. 

Question 63. What has been the usage on the above points, since you have been in office? State the 
date of your appointment? Has the usage been invariable? If it has undergone any change, state the 
change. 

Answer. I do not know to what you allude. The date of my appointment is October 24, 1814. 

Question 64. Have you recently had all the stores accurately examined, and from that examination 
does there appear to be any goods missing other than Thomson’s? 

Answer. The stores have all been recently and accurately examined, and the inspectrs report them 
to be correct, and no goods missing. 

Question 65. Are all the returns and reports required to be made to you by the inspectors, weighers, 
measurers, and gaugers, regularly made by them? If there are omissions, specify them. 

Answer. I do not know to the contrary. 

Question 66. Are the provisions of the 53d section of the collection law strictly complied with by the 
inspectors? Do they constantly remain on board the vessels, from the rising to the setting of the sun, 
and on their leaving the vessels do they secure them as directed? Are the prescribed books kept by 
them, delivered by them to you, examined by you, and transmitted to the Collector? 

Answer. I know nothing to the contrary. The inspectors keep their own books, copies of them are 
delivered by them to me, (called reports,) examined by me or my deputy, and transmitted by me to the 
Collector, who files them with the manifests. 

Question 67. Have you in any cases granted any indulgence which the law does not sanction? If 
so, state it, and the grounds on which it was granted. 

Answer. Not to my knowledge. 

Question 68. Is it within your knowledge that any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of 
the law or duty, have been committed by any officer or person connected with the custom-house? If so, 
state them. 

Answer. It is not within my knowledge. 

Question 69. Since the surreptitious removal of teas, has any change taken place in securing the 
stores and in gaining access to them, or in granting certificates? If so, state it. 

Answer. A change has taken place in securing the stores, and no access can be gained without the 
presence of an inspector. Certificates are now only granted when goods are bonded with sureties. 

Question 70. Is the number of officers under your superintendence sufficient to insure a strict com- 
pliance with the provisions of the law? 

Answer. The number is not sufficient. : 

Question 71. State any other facts not embraced within the scope of these inquiries which, may in 
your opinion, furnish useful information, in regard to the administration of the custom-house. 

Answer. I believe I have stated all. 

Question 72. It is represented that from a period commencing with the last spring, and continuing 
until the close of autumn, Mr. Thomson was in the habit of selling here at public auctions boxes or parcels 
of the very teas which he fraudulently withdrew from store, or which had not been, as they should have 
been, stored; which sales were matter of common notoriety, advertisements and other notices of them 
constantly appearing in the newspapers. Are such the facts? If so, through what causes did it happen 
that the officers of the customs were not excited into watchfulness by these publications? Do you know, 
or can you learn, and if so, state whether these advertisements carried on their face any evidence of the 
teas offered for sale being those of Mr. Thomson’s, so fraudulently removed? 

Answer. Mr. Thomson was in the habit of selling teas by auction, but none, to my knowledge, that 
were fraudulently withdrawn from store, or which should have been stored; advertisements appear in the 
papers to sell cargoes, very frequently before the vessel enters; these publications being customary, it 
could excite no suspicion. I do not know nor think that any of these advertisements carried on their 

face any evidence of teas being fraudulently removed. If such could have been the fact, it would not, 
I apprehend, remained concealed from the officers, nor does it afford any evidence that teas advertised by 
auctioneers are in the store of such auctioneers. The teas are generally sold by sample, and according 
to the quantity sold are taken from store, the balance being again advertised, if thought necessary. 
J. GLENTWORTH, 
Surveyor and Inspector. 


Sworn to before me, this 23d day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 
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No. 7. 
Interrogatories to Charles Anderson, Inspector of the Customs. 


Question 1. What is the date of your appointment ? 

Answer. I was appointed on the 29th day of April, 1806. 

Question 2. Did you, on the arrival of the William Savary, on the 28th of I cbruary, 1825; of the 
Addison, on the 5th of April, 1825; of the Woodrop Sims, on the 13th of April, 1:25; of the Benjamin 
Rush, on the Ist of July, 1825; and of the Thomas Scattergood, on the 2d of July, 1825, go on board either 
of them, and place the necessary locks so as to secure the cargo? If so, specify the instances, and say 
whether you remained on board until the arrival of the inspector detailed by the surveyor to superintend 
the unlading the vessel; was everything in regard to the cargo, falling under your notice, correct, and 
according to law? 

Answer. I neither went on board of either of the above named vessels, being placed in the upper 
district by the direction of the surveyor, and of course know nothing of any transaction that might take 
place in the lower district. 

Question 3. Had you anything to do with the certificates issued under the 41st section of the collec- 
tion law, and what? 

Answer. When either spirits, wines, or teas, are laden on board of any vessel bound to a foreign port, 
for the benefit of drawback, in such case I receive the certificates corresponding with the number on the 
cask or box then laden, and return the certificates in the Collector’s office, stating the date of the shipment. 

Question 4. Are you conversant, from your own knowledge, or otherwise, of the course usually 
pursued in relation to wines, spirits, and teas, taken from the wharf to be deposited in stores, as to the 
persons carrying the same to the stores, the superintendence of an inspector on the way, his presence 
when the articles are stored, the safe-keeping of the goods stored and their removal from the store; and 
whether there has been any change in the usage in these respects, and when? State what you know on 
these points. 

Answer. When the whole or a part of a cargo, ordered to be stored for the security of the duties, or 
for the benefit of drawback, and to prevent adulteration, whether wines, spirits, and teas, after being 
gauged, marked, and weighed, the articles are then taken to the store or stores, pointed out by the owner 
or consignee of the merchandise, (the store or stores meeting my approbation;) the merchandise is then 
removed thereto by my direction, and by such persons as I have confidence in, and put in such order by 
my direction as the articles, whether wines, spirits, teas, and other articles of merchandise, (teas I never 
had under my charge,) so that I can count them correctly; I then lock the store or stores with locks fur- 
nished from the custom-house, keeping the keys in my charge, and securing every entry that may lead to 
the merchandise so stored, and make a return of the same to the custom-house or Collector’s office, date of 
storage, and where stored; and when such articles as I have under my charge are legally called for by a 
permit from the Collector’s office I deliver such articles as are permitted, detaining the residue till further 
orders from the Collector’s office; this is the practice I have always been in the habit of pursuing during 
the time that I have been attached to the custom-house. 

Question 5. Do you know anything fraudulently or illegally, or unusually done, in respect to teas 
imported by Edward Thomson, either by officers of the custom-house or others? State what you know. 

Answer. I never knew anything in respect to teas imported by Edward Thomson, either by officers of 
the custom-house or others, except when permits from the Collector, in favor of Edward Thomson and 
others, were put into my hands for exportation, for the benefit of drawback, said to be imported by Edward 
Thomson. Any further transaction never came under my knowledge. 

Question 6. Have you any knowledge of any collusion between any of the officers of the custom-house 
and Mr. Thomson; or of any connexion or close intimacy with him; or any other facts, indications, or appear- 
ances, pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you have, state minutely the extent of your knowledge. 

Answer. I have not even a shadow of any knowledge respecting the officers and Mr. Thomson having 
any collusion or intimacy; nor have I ever heard of anything that might lead to the least suspicion. 

(Juestion 7. Do you know of any omission, neglect, or connivance of any officer of the customs in 
relation to the teas of Mr. Thomson, or in relation to any other business connected with the custom-house? 
If you do, state the circumstances, including names, times, and places, minutely. 

Answer. I have no knowledge of any omission, neglect, or connivance of any officer of the customs 
in relation to the teas of Mr. Thomson, or even in relation to any other business connected with the 
custom-house, that might lead to the smallest suspicion of fraud by any of the officers. 

Question 8. State any further facts not embraced within the scope of these inquiries which you may 
consider material. 

Answer, I have not any further facts to state, within the scope of these inquiries. 

CHARLES ANDERSON, Inspector. 


Affirmed and subscribed before me, this 24th day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 





Deposition of B. Ashmead, Inspector. 


Question 1. What is the date of your appointment? 

Answer. On or about the 26th May, 1796. 

Question 2. Did you, on the arrival of the William Savery, on the 28th February, 1825; of the Addison, 
on the 5th April, 1825; of the Woodrop Sims, on the 13th April, 1825; of the Benjamin Rush, on the Ist 
July, 1825; and of the Thomas Scattergood, on the 2d of July, 1825, go on board either of them, and place 
the necessary locks so as to secure the cargo? If so, specify the instances, and say whether you remained 
on board until the arrival of the inspector detailed by the surveyor to superintend the unloading of the 
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vessel; was everything in regard to the cargo, and falling under your notice, correct, and according 
to law ? 

Answer. I did not attend to either of the vessels mentioned in this interrogatory. 

Question 3. Had you anything to do with the certificates issued under the 41st section of the collec- 
tion law, and what? 

Answer. I had nothing further to do with the certificates than to receive and compare such as 
accompanied merchandise that was laden under my inspection for benefit of drawback; after comparing 
them they were returned to the custom-house. 

Question 4, Are you conversant, from your own knowledge, or otherwise, with the course usually 
pursued in relation to wines, spirits, and teas, taken from the wharf to be deposited in stores, as to the 

ersons carrying the same to the stores, the superintendence of an inspector on the way, his presence 
when the articles are stored, the safe-keeping of the goods stored, and their removal from the stores; and 
whether there has been any change in the usage in these respects, and when? State what you know on 
these points. 

Answer. In the part of the district in which I am stationed the goods are stored in charge of the 
officer who attends to their delivery from the vessels in which they are imported. They are taken to such 
stores as are designated by the importers, by their own porters, unaccompanied by an officer, as he cannot 
leave the vessel while discharging; when the ship is unloaded we visit the stores, to ascertain if the whole 
has been stored; we then put our locks on them for safe-keeping, until we receive permits for their 
delivery. It has been customary, when all the inspectors have been actually engaged on board of some 
ship or vessel, for the inspectors, when they receive a permit to deliver goods from store, to let the 
merchant have the key a sufficient length of time to take them out. When we can leave our vessels, we 
visit the stores to ascertain whether any more has been taken out than we had received permits for; and 
there has not a single instance occurred, in the part of the district in which I am stationed, that there has 
been more taken out than was permitted. Since Mr. Thomson’s fraud we do not, in any case, allow the 
keys to go out of our own charge. 

Question 5. Do you know anything fraudulently or illegally, or unusually done, in respect to teas 
imported by Edward Thomson, either by officers of the custom-house or others? State what you know. 

Answer. I do not. 

Question 6. Have you any knowledge of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers of 
the custom-house and Mr. Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, 
indications, or appearances, pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you have, state minutely the 
extent of your knowledge. 

Answer. I do not. 

(Juestion 7. Do you know of any omission, neglect, or connivance of any officer of the customs, in 
relation to the teas of Mr. Thomson, or in relation to any other business connected with the custom-house ? 
If you do, state the circumstances, including names, times, and places, minutely. 

Answer. I must also answer in the negative to this interrogatory, as I firmly believe that since I have 
been in office, which is nearly thirty years, there has not been an inspector of the customs iu this district 
whose official integrity could justly be doubted, 





B. ASHMEAD, Inspector. 


Affirmed to before me, this 24th day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 





No. 9. 
Deposition of John Brown, Inspector. 


Question 1. How long have you acted as an inspector ? 

Answer, I have acted as an inspector since July 1, 1815. 

Question 2. Were you employed on any of the vessels, and which vessels, in which teas were imported 
by Edward Thomson, to wit: the ships William Savary, Addison, Woodrop Sims, Benjamin Rush, and 
Thomas Scattergood, which have arrived at the port of Philadelphia since the 27th of February, 1825? 

Answer. I was employed on board the ship William Savary. 

(Juestion 3. Were you specially detailed by the surveyor for this service? 

Answer. I was detailed by the surveyor for this service, but do not remember if before I first went 
on board or after. 

Question 4. When and at what place did you go on board? 

Answer. I went on board about 12, or between 12 and 1 o’clock, the 28th February, 1825, at the wharf 
near Pine street, usually called Sims’ wharf. 

Question 5. Was there at the time of your entering the vessel any, and what, inspector oa board; 
had there been one, and what was his name ? 

Answer. There was an inspector on board when I entered the vessel; his name, Rowland Smith. 

Question 6. Did everything appear fair and regular when you went on board? Was the cargo locked 
up and carefully secured ? 

Answer. When I went on board everything appeared as they usually do on board vessels just arrived, 
and people employed securing them to the wharf, which occasions much confusion, with cables, spars, 
rigging, and laborers on the decks ; the hatches appeared to be secured, though not locked up. 

Question 7. Were all the provisions of law strictly complied with, previous to the unloading of the 
goods ? 

Answer, I have no knowledge of any omission or neglect to strictly comply with the provisions of 
law, previous to the unlading of the goods. 

(Question 8. Was a permit, endorsed as required by the 37th section of the collection law, received by 
you previously to your proceeding to unlade, and before any part of the cargo was removed ? 

Ansuer. I have no knowledge of any endorsement, nor did I know, until now, that there was a law 
requiring permits to be endorsed. I received permits, signed as usual by the Collector or his deputy, and 
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countersigned by the Naval Officer or his deputy, granting permission to Edward Thompson and others to 
unlade teas and other merchandise, previously to proceeding to unlade, and before any part of the cargo 


was removed. . ‘ 
Question 9. Was there any disagreement between the permits and the goods inspected and delivered 


by you? 

Answer. Wherever the permits disagreed with marks or numbers of the packages, they were detained 
on board until the owners of such goods had the permits altered at the custom-house, so as to accord with 
the marks and numbers in the manifest and entry, or with those on the packages. 

Question 10. Were the teas all weighed by the weighers ? 

Answer. They were. 

Question 11. Were the teas inspected by you and weighed before they were delivered or removed? 

Answer. The teas unladen under my inspection were weighed before they were delivered from the 
wharf. 
Question 12, Was the unloading at no other times than between the rising and setting of the sun? 
Did you remain on board constantly during this time? Did you enter the teas in a book, as required by 
the collection law, and deliver the same to the surveyor? 

Answer. The unloading was at no other times than between the rising and setting of the sun. I did 
remain on board during this time, excepting at times for breakfast and dinner, at which times the unload- 
ing ceased. I entered the teas in a book, a copy of which I delivered to the surveyor. 

Question 13. Do you know whether the teas were removed by porters in the employ of Mr. Thomson? 
Name, if you can, the porters. 

Answer. The teas were removed by porters who appeared to be under the superintendence of John 
Hallowell, who was in the employ of Mr. Thompson. 

Question 14. Did an inspector attend the removal of the teas to the stores? If so, name the inspector, 

Answer. Andrew Jackson, an inspector, attended to assort and count the teas on the wharf, and to 
the removal of the teas therefrom. 

Question 15. Do you know anything fraudulently, or illegally, or unusually done in respect to these 
teas, either by the officers of the customs or others? State what you know. 

Answer. I knew not of any fraud, or illegality, or anything unusually done in respect to these teas, 
at the time of unlading, nor until the 21st of November last, when I was informed that Mr. Thomson had 
been taking teas from stores on which the duties had not been secured. 

Question 16. Have you any knowledge of the existence of any collusion between the officers of the 
custom-house and Mr. Thompson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, 
indications, or appearances, pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you have, state minutely the 
extent of your knowledge. 

Answer. I have no knowledge of the existence of any collusion between the officers of the custom- 
house and Mr. Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, indications, 
or appearances, pointing to just suspicions on this head. 

Question 17. Do you know of any omission, or neglect, or connivance of any officers of the customs, 

in relation to the teas of Mr. Thomson, or in relation to any other business connected with the custom- 
house? If you do, state the circumstances, including names, times, and places, minutely. 
Answer. I know not of any omission, neglect, or connivance of any officers of the customs, in relation 
to the teas of Mr. Thompson, or in relation to any other business connected with the custom-house. A 
few days after the unlading of the ship William Savery’s cargo, I was specially detailed by the Collector 
to attend to the admeasurement of cotton goods subject to a duty of thirty cents per square yard, which 
business has occupied my time and attention in places quite remote from where the teas were stored. 

Question 18. Are you conversant, from your own knowledge, or otherwise, with the course usually 
pursued in relation to wines, spirits, and teas, taken from wharf to be deposited in stores, as to the persons 
carrying the same to the stores, the superintendence of an inspector on the way, his presence when the 
articles are stored, the safe-keeping of the goods stored, and their removal from the stores; and whether 
there has been any change in these respects, and when? State what you know on these points. 

Answer. The course usually pursued in relation to spirits, wines, and teas, was, that they were taken 
from the wharf (after they were gauged, if spirits and wines, and weighed, if teas,) by the porters usually 
in the employ of the respective owners of the spirits, wines, and teas. I have no knowledge of the 
superintendence of an inspector on the way, or present when every package was put into stores; the 
inspector that was to take charge of the goods went to the stores where the goods were storing when 
his other duties as inspector would allow; and when all stored, placed locks on the store doors for the 
safe-keeping of the goods, which were not removed from store without a permit for that purpose was had 
from the custom-house and given to the inspector. Formerly there were inspectors specially detailed by 
the surveyor for marking spirits, wines, and teas, and they attended to the safe-keeping of goods when 
they were unladen and put into stores. After June, 1822, they ceased marking spirits, wines, and teas. 
I believe all those inspectors continued as before, and some other inspectors commenced to take charge of 
spirits, wines, and teas. I have no knowledge of any other change, in these respects, within the last ten 
months past, as it is nearly that time since I commenced attending to the admeasurement of cotton goods, 
and I have not superintended the unlading of any spirits, wines, or teas, since the unlading of the ship 
William Savery. 

Question 19. Had you anything to do with the delivery of the certificates issued under the 41st section 
of the collection law, and what? : 

Answer. I have not had anything to do with the delivery of certificates, except once, I delivered for 
the surveyor certificates for teas imported by Captain Graham in the ship Pacific. 

GYuestion 20. State any further facts not embraced within the scope of these inquiries which you 
may consider material. 

Answer, Ido not at this time remember any material facts further than the preceding inquiries 


embrace. 
JOHN BROWN, Inspector. 


Sworn to before me, this 23d day of January, 1826. 


WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 
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No. 10. 
Deposition of John Boyd, inspector. 


Question 1. How long have you acted as an inspector? 

Answer. I had the satisfaction of being apprized of my appointment on the 15th of March, 1825. 

Question 2. Were you employed on any of the vessels, and which vessel, in which teas were imported 
by Edward Thomson, to wit: the ships William Savery, Addison, Woodrop Sims, Benjamin Rush, and 
Thomas Scattergood, which have arrived at the port of Philadelphia since the 27th of February, 1825? 

Answer. Of the above five ships which have been enumerated that arrived to Edward Thomson, 
which’ brought teas in, I was detailed to the ship Thomas Scattergood, that arrived at the port of Phila- 
delphia on the 30th of June, 1825. 

Question 3. Were you specially detailed by the surveyor for this service ? 

Answer. I was specially detailed by the surveyor as an inspector for the ship Thomas Scattergood, 
as my name was put in the book which is kept by the surveyor for the express purpose of registering 
the day of the vessel’s arrival, the captain’s name, where from, what her cargo consisted of, to whom 
belonging, and where lying at the time, &c. 

Question 4, When and at what place did you go on board? 

Answer. The afternoon of the arrival of the ship Thomas Scattergood, after she was made fast, I went 
on board, at Mr. Willing’s wharf, in the port of Philadelphia. 

Question 5. Was there, at the time of your entering the vessel, any, and what, inspector on board ? 
Had there been one, and what his name? 

Answer. When I went on board the ship Scattergood there was no inspector, nor had there been, to 
the best of my observation, (with the exception of Captain Whipple, who is boarding officer of the port 
of Philadelphia. ) 

(Juestion 6. Did everything appear fair and regular when you went on board? Was the cargo locked 
up and carefully secured ? 

Answer. Everything did appear fair and regular when I went on board; and, previous to my leaving 
the vessel, I put my locks on the cabin and forecastle; the fore and after hatches were fastened down, 
and the long boat over them. 

Question TI. Were all the provisions of the law strictly complied with previous to the unloading of 
the goods ? : 

Answer. As far as my knowledge extended, all and every provision of the law was complied with; 
that is to say, the permits were regularly signed, which were sent to me by the Collector, and counter- 
signed by the Naval Officer, before any goods were landed. 

Question 8. Was a permit, endorsed as required by the 37th section of the collection law, received 
by you previously to your proceeding to unload, and before any part of the cargo was removed ? 

Answer. The permits were not endorsed as these are now previous to unloading of wines, spirits, 
and teas; but I observed it was the usual practice to commence discharging of goods when the permits 
came to the inspector signed by the Collector and Naval Officer. 

Question 9. Was there any disagreement between the permits and the goods inspected and delivered 
by you? 

Answer. There was no disagreement between the permits and the goods inspected and delivered by 
me, with the exception of a few mats of cassia. 

Question 10. Were the teas all weighed by the weighers ? 

Answer. I have every reason to believe that the teas were all weighed by the weighers, as the number 
of chests weighed corresponded with the number which the permits called for, and unloaded under my 
inspection. 

Question 11. Were the teas inspected by you and weighed before they were delivered or removed ? 

Answer. The teas were inspected by me, marked by the marker, and weighed by the weighers, before 
they were delivered or removed from the wharf, to the best of my knowledge. 

Question 12. Was the unloading at no other time than between the rising and setting of the sun? 
Did you remain on board constantly during the time? Did you enter the teas in a book, as required by 
the collection law, and deliver the same to the surveyor? 

Answer. There was no goods delivered but between the rising and setting of the sun. I always 
remained on board during the time of unloading the vessel, only when I went on.the wharf for the pur- 
pose of arranging the different quality of teas; and previous to my leaving the ship I had the hatches 
put down and my locks put on, to prevent any goods being taken out but when I was present. I entered 
all the teas, agreeably to all the permits given to me, in a book, and returned a copy of the same to the 
surveyor. 

Question 13. Do you know whether the teas were removed by the porters in the employ of Mr. Thom- 
son? Name, if you can, the porters. 

Answer, The teas were removed by the porters in the employ of Mr. Thomson, as the clerk of Mr. 
Thomson (Mackie) superintended the delivery of all the goods that were discharged from the ship Thomas 
Scattergood ; the porters’ names I have no knowledge of 
_ Question 14. Did any inspector attend the removal of the teas to the stores; if sd, name the 
Inspector ? 

Answer. I do not know whether any inspector in particular did attend the whole of the teas to the 
stores, as the stores were immediately in the neighborhood where the ship was discharging ; there were 
several that saw the teas to the store ; their names are Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Jackson, and myself. 

Question 15. Do you know anything fraudulently, or illegally, or unusually done in respect to the 
teas, either by officers of the customs or others? State what you know. 

__ Answer. Ido not know anything fraudulently, illegally, or unusually done in respect to the teas, 
either by the officers of the customs or any other person or persons, of my own knowledge. 

Question 16. Have you any knowledge of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers 
of the custom-house and Mr. Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy, with any other indication or 
appearances pointing to just suspicions on this head; if you have, state minutely the extent of your 
knowledge ? 

Answer. I have none, nor never had any knowledge of the existence of any collusion between any of 
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the officers of the custom-house and Mr. Thomson, or any connexion or close intimacy with him, (as | 
nly saw him but once after the arrival of the ship during the whole season,) or any other fact, indica- 
tion, or appearance, that would lead to suspicion of any illegal transaction. 

Question 17. Do you know of any omission, neglect, or connivance of any of the officers of the cus- 
toms in relation to the teas of Mr. Thomson, or in relation to any other business connected with the 
custom-house? If you do, state the circumstances, including names, times, and places, minutely. 

Answer. I have no knowledge of any omissions, or any connivance of any officer of the customs, either 
in the custom-house or any officer belonging to the same, in connexion with the tea of Mr. Thomson. 

Question 18. Are you conversant, from your own knowledge or otherwise, with the course pursued 
in relation to wines, spirits, or teas taken from wharf to be deposited in stores, as to the persons carrying 
them to the stores, the superintendence of an inspector on their way, his presence when the articles are 
stored, the safe keeping of the goods stored, and their removal from the stores, and whether there has 
been any changes in these respects, and when? State what you know on these points. 

Answer. I cannot say that I am perfectly acquainted with the whole duty that belongs to taking 
away wines, spirits, and teas ; the usual practice of taking away the articles specified which has come 
under my notice is, the wines and spirits are gauged and marked before they are delivered to the porters ; 
teas are marked and weighed before they are taken from the wharf. This duty devolves upon the officer 
that is attending to the discharging of a cargo; he sces that no article is taken away before permission 
is given by the inspector, who has authority from the custom-house so to do. The officer discharging of 
such articles as is enumerated in the above questions gives notice to the person that keeps the keys 
where the stores are and the goods stored; he puts his locks on for safe-keeping, as it would be impos- 
sible for the ofticer that is delivering the goods from on board to attend at the same time to see the goods 
stored ; further, the importer often has, at the same time, several stores. Goods that are entered for the 
benefit of drawback are put under the custom-house locks. When the importer wishes to get the goods 
out, he obtains a permit for that purpose, and presents the same to the person that holds the keys; 
by that means has access to the goods. I believe there has been every precaution used to prevent any 
unlawful means of obtaining goods from the stores, and that has been for a considerable time past; the 
exact time I am not able to state at present. 

Question 19. Had you anything to do with the delivery of the certificates issued under the forty-first 
section of the collection law, and what ? 

Answer. Ihave had nothing to do with delivering of the certificates under the forty-first section of 
the collection law. 

Question 20, State any further facts not embraced within the scope of these inquiries which you may 
consider material. 

Answer. The above is all the information that I am able to give you at the present time. 
JOHN BOYD. 
Sworn and subscribed before me, this 24th day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 





No. 11. 
Interrogatories to Thomas Cash, Inspector of the Customs. 


Question 1. What is the date of your appointment ? 

Answer. My appointment is dated April 19, 1802. 

Question 2. Did you, on the arrival of the William Savery, on the 28th February, 1825, of the Addison, 
on the 5th April, 1825, of the Woodrop Sims, on the 13th of April, 1825, of the Benjamin Rush, on the Ist 
July, 1825, and of the Thomas Scattergood, on the 2d July, 1825, go on board either of them, and place 
the necessary locks so as to secure the cargo; if so, specify the instances, and say whether you remained 
on board until the arrival of the inspector detailed by the surveyor to superintend the unlading of the 
vessel? Was everything in regard to the cargo, falling under your notice, correct and according to law? 

Answer. I was not on board of either of the above mentioned vessels at any time while discharging 
or after being unladen; my duties required my attention in the upper district of the port; the above 
named ships were all discharged in the lower part of the city. 

Question 3. Had you anything to do with the certificates issued under the forty-first section of the 
collection law, and what? 

Answer. I have nothing to do with the issuing of the certificates. My duties are confined to the 
wharf; teas, wines, or liquors entered for the benefit of debenture are permitted, and the permits delivered 
to the officer on the wharf for shipping ; the officer takes off the number on the chests or casks, the cer- 
tificates are delivered to the officer by shipper, and by officer compared with the numbers, and, if agree, 
then endorsed by him and delivered to the Collector. 

Question 4. Are you conversant, from your own knowledge or otherwise, with the course usually pur- 
sued in relation to wines, spirits, tea, taken from the wharf to be deposited in stores ; as to the person 
carrying the same to the stores; the superintendence of an inspector on the way ; his presence when the 
articles are stored; the safe-keeping of the goods stored, and their removal from the stores ; and whether 
there has been any change in the usage in these respects, and when? State what you know on these points. 

Answer. On the arrival of any vessel from Canton with teas, or any port of Europe, containing wines 
or liquors, she is reported at the surveyor’s office, when an officer is appointed to take charge and attend 
to the delivery of the cargo; if any goods are permitted for long credit, the officer discharging permits 
the porter of the owners to take the same to their store; the discharging officer’s presence is always 
required at the vessel; there is no other officer appointed to attend the conveyance to the store, or any 
to receive the same at the store. On the discharge of a vessel, the stores are examined by the discharg- 
ing officer, and secured by locking up the same, and there remain until permitted for removal. Since I 
have had the honor of being an inspector the above mode has been usual, and, I believe, since the passage 
of the law of 1799. 

Question 5. Do you know anything fraudulent or illegally, or unusually done in respect to teas imported 
by Edward Thomson, either by officers of the custom-house or others? State what you know. 
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Answer. Ido not know of anything fraudulent or illegally, or unusually done in respect to teas im- 

orted by Edward Thomson, cither by officers of the custom-house or others. 

Question 6. Have you any knowledge of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers of 
the custom-house and Edward Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other 
facts, indications, or appearances pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you have, state minutely 
the extent of your knowledge. 

Answer. [ have no knowledge whatever of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers 
of the custom-house and Mr. Thomson, or of any connexions or close intimacy with him. 

Question 7. Do you know of any omission, neglect, or connivance of any officer of the customs in rela- 
tion to the teas of Mr. Thomson, or in relation to any other business connected with the custom-house? If 
you do, state the circumstances, including names, times, and places, minutely. 

Answer. I do not know of any omission, neglect, or connivance of any officer of the customs in rela- 
tion to the teas of Mr. Thomson, or in relation to any other business connected with the custom-house. 

THOMAS CASH, Inspector. 

Port oF PHILADELPHIA, January 24, 1825. 


Affirmed to before me, this 25th day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 





No. 12. 
Interrogatories to Wm. Dalzell, Inspector of the Customs. 


Question 1. What is the date of your appointment? 

Answer. September 1, 1818. 

Question 2. Did you, on the arrival of the William Savary, on the 28th February, 1825, of the Addison, 
on the 5th April, 1825, of the Woodrop Sims, on the 13th April, 1825, of the Benjamin Rush, on the Ist 
July, 1825, and of the Thomas Scattergood, on the 2d July, 1825, go on board either of them, and place 
the necessary locks so as to secure the cargo ; if so, specify the instances, and say whether you remained 
on board until the arrival of the inspector detailed by the surveyor to superintend the unlading of the 
vessel? Was everything in regard to the cargo, falling under your notice, correct and according to law ? 

Answer. Being otherwise engaged at the time of the arrival of the above vessels, I did not go on 
board of either. 

Question 8. Had you anything to do with the certificates issued under the 41st section of the col- 
lection law, and what ? 

Answer. All certificates accompanying debenture goods were returned to the custom-house. 

Question 4. Are you conversant, from your own knowledge or otherwise, with the course usually 
pursued in relation to wine, spirits, and tea, taken from the wharf to be deposited in stores, as to the 
persons carrying the same to the stores; the superintendence of an inspector on the way; his presence 
when the articles are stored; and the safe-keeping of the goods stored, and their removal from the stores; 
and whether there has been any change in the usage in these respects, and what? State what you know 
on those points. 

Answer. I believe that it has always been usual for the merchant to employ his own porters to store 
the above goods; that an inspector attended and secured the stores, and keep the keys; that when called 
for, the same inspector attends and delivers the goods under his care; if there is any other course pursued 
I know it not, as I never attend any of the stores. 

Question 5. Do you know anything fraudulently, or illegally, or unusually done, in respect to tea 
imported by Edward Thomson, either by officers of the custom-house or others? State what you know. 

Answer. I have no knowledge of anything of the above. 

Question 6. Have you any knowledge of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers of 
the custom-house and Mr. Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, 
indications, or appearances, pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you have, state minutely the 
extent of your knowledge. 

Answer. I have no knowledge of any of the above facts. 

Question 7. Do you know of any omission, neglect, or connivance of any officer of the customs, in 
relation to the teas of Mr. Thomson; or in relation to any other business connected with the custom-house ? 
If you do, state the circumstances, including names, times, and places, minutely. 

Answer. I have no personal knowledge of any of the above facts. 

Question 8. State any further facts, not embraced within the scope of these inquiries, which you may 
consider material. 

Answer. I know of none. 

WILLIAM DALZELL, Jnspector. 


Sworn to before me; this 21st day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 





No. 13. 
Deposition of Joseph R. Dickson, Inspector. 


Question 1. What is the date of your appointment ? 

Answer. On or about the 15th of February, 1815. 

Question 2. Did you, on the arrival of the William Savary, on the 28th of February, 1825; of the 
Addison, on the 5th of April, 1825; of the Woodrop Sims, on the 13th of April, 1825; of the Benjamin 
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Rush, on the 1st of July, 1825; and of the Thomas Scattergood, on the 2d of July, 1825, go on board 
either of them, and place the necessary locks, so as to secure the cargo? If so, specify the instances, and 
say whether you remained on board until the arrival of the inspector detailed by the surveyor to super- 
intend the unlading of the vessel. Was everything in regard to the cargo, falling under your notice, 
correct, and according to law ? 

Answer. That part of this district in which I am stationed extends from Market Street wharf to the 
drawbridge, and is denominated the middle district. All the vessels above mentioned were unladened in 
the lower district; consequently, I did not go on board any of them on their arrival, nor had I anything 
to do with the unlading of any of their cargoes. 

Question 8. Had you anything to do with the certificates issued under the 41st section of the col- 
lection law, and what ? 

Answer. No further than in relation to spirits, wines, or teas being reshipped, under my inspection 
for a foreign port. I received certificates from the merchant for the same, compared them with the 
packages reshipped, and then returned them, endorsed, to the custom-house. 

Question 4. Are you conversant, from your own knowledge or otherwise, with the course usually 
‘pursued in relation to wines, spirits, and teas, taken from the wharf to be deposited in stores, as to the 
persons carrying the same to the stores; the superintendence of an inspector on the way; his presence 
when the articles are stored; the safe-keeping of the goods stored, and their removal from the stores; 
and whether there has been any change in the usage in these respects, and when? State what you know 
on these points. 

Answer. The inspectors charged with the delivery of the cargo from on board, according to permits 
for that purpose, are unable to accompany articles to be stored to the places of storage, respectively, 
They are carried by the merchants’ porters and stored. They are sometimes distributed in several stores 
by the different shippers, so that it is altogether impracticable for an inspector, while attending to his 
duty on board, according to section 53 of the revenue laws, to see the articles stored at different places 
and at the same time. 

When a permit is handed to me for the removal of goods from store, if engaged on board of a vessel, 
I have loaned the key to the merchant, and allowed him to take out the amount of his permit; and on being 
able to visit the stores and lock them up, I have uniformly found them correct, and in no case has the 
removal exceeded the permit. This practice, however, has been discontinued a few weeks since, and we 
now refuse to give the key to any person. If we are engaged, the merchant must wait until we can go, 
and remain at the stores until the delivery is completed. 

Question 5. Do you know anything fraudulently, or illegally, or unusually done, in respect to teas 
imported by Edward Thomson, either by officers of the customs or others ? 

Answer. I do not. 

Question 6. Have you any knowledge of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers 
of the customs and Mr. Thomson, or of any connexion, or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, 
indications, or appearances, pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you have, state minutely the 
extent of your knowledge. 

Answer. I have not. 

Question 7. Do you know of any omission, neglect, or connivance, of any officer of the customs 
in relation to the teas of Mr. Thomson, or in relation to any other business connected with the custom- 
house? If you do, state the circumstances, including names, times, and places, minutely. 

Answer. My observation aud knowledge of the business connected with the custom-house have been 
pretty much circumscribed by the limits of the district where I am stationed; and as Mr. Thomson’s teas 
did not come under my notice, either with respect to unlading, storing, or removing from stores, I know 
of none. 


I have nothing further material to state. 
JOS. R. DICKSON, Inspector 


Affirmed to before me, this 21st day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 





No. 14. 
Deposition of John Davis, Inspector. 


Question 1. What is the date of your appointment ? 
Answer. The exact date Ido not recollect, but I came into office in 1815, perhaps in September or 


October. 

Question 2. Did you, on the arrival of the William Savary, on the 28th of February, 1825; of the 
Addison, on the 5th of April, 1825; of the Woodrop Sims, on the 13th of April, 1825; of the Benjamin 
Rush, on the Ist of July, 1825; and of the Thomas Scattergood, on the 2d of July, 1825; go on board 
either of them and place the necessary locks so as to secure the cargo? If so, specify the instances, and 
say whether you remained on board until the arrival of the inspector detailed by the surveyor to 
superintend the unlading of the vessel. Was everything in regard to the cargo falling under your notice 
correct and according to law ? 

~ Answer. For the sake of accommodation, both to shippers and ourselves, the surveyor has agreed that 

the wharves on the eastern boundary of the city be divided into three divisons, called the upper, middle, 
and lower districts, in each of which the officers officiating have rented a room, and pay their own 
expenses. I being stationed in the middle district and those ships discharging in the lower, I did not go 
on board, and have no knowledge of any transaction attending the delivery of their cargoes. 

Question 3. Had you anything to do with the certificates issued under the 41st section of the collection 
law, and what? 

Answer. Certificates accompanying spirits, wines, and teas never come into our hands, except when 
goods are exported to a foreign country, when they are carefully examined by us, and, after finding them 
to agree with the packages shipped, are returned to the Collector’s office. 
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Question 4. Are you conversant, from your own knowledge, or otherwise, with the course usually 
pursued in relation to wines, spirits, or teas taken from the wharf to be deposited in stores, as to the 
persons carrying the same to the stores; the superintendence of an inspector on the way; his presence 
when the articles are stored; the safe keeping of the goods stored, and the removal from the stores; and 
whether there has been any change in these respects, and when? State what you know on these points. 

Answer. The course usually pursued in removing from the wharf any merchandise unladen from 
yessels is, the merchants or owners of goods sends an order for them by their porters to the person 
appointed by the ship’s husband, who attends for that purpose, and who delivers them; they are not 
accompanied by the inspector by the way; he cannot leave the vessel, but it is our uniform practice to satisfy 
ourselves of the correctness of the goods being in store, after which we put on our locks. In our district 
each officer attends to the stores containing the goods he has landed. With respect to delivering from 
store, we have often been under the necessity of giving the key, but would at another time examine to 
see if the goods remaining were in accordance with our storing book, in which an account is kept of all 

oods stored, and have never found in our district any deception attempted to be practiced. Since the 
fraudulent conduct of Mr. Thomson no keys are delivered to the merchant, not even to show his goods, 
but are accompanied by an officer. But this cannot be done at all times on the day they wish it, owing 
to the officer being engaged elsewhere. 

Question 5. Do you know anything fraudulently, or illegally, or unusually done, in respect to teas 
imported by Edward Thomson, either by officers of the custom-house or others? State what you know. 

Answer. I do not. 

Question 6. Have you any knowledge of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers of 
the custom-house and Mr. Thomson, or any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, 
indications, or appearances pointing to just suspicion on this head? If you have, state minutely the 
extent of your knowledge. 

Answer. I have none. 

Question 7. Do you know of any omission, neglect, or connivance of any officers of the customs 
in relation to the teas of Mr. Thomson, or in relation to any other business connected with the custom- 
house? If you do, state the circumstances, including names, times, and places, minutely. State any 
other facts not embraced within the scope of these inquiries which you may consider material. 

Answer. With respect to the disposal of Mr. Thomson’s teas I am entirely unacquainted, as the 
transaction took place out of our customary limits; but I do not believe there is an officer in this port 
that would connive at an illegal transaction to defraud the revenue With respect to omissions, or 
neglect in business generally, connected with the custom-house, if suffering the keys at all to pass out of 
our hands be such, we are all more or less censurable. I believe it was a custom when I came into office, 
but it is not from a want of integrity, but from inability often to attend near one hundred stores, scattered 
in every direction through the city, some of which may be more than a mile apart, and require our atten- 
tion two or three times a day, or the merchant be deprived of the sale of his goods. The inconvenience 
attending merchants having the privilege of putting goods in their own stores is, to persons not actually 
attending them, inconceivably great; it frequently happens that they have other goods, with those stored 
for debenture, and we must attend to let them deliver them. This, and their stores being located to suit 
their own convenience, often imposes on us double duty. 

Respectfully, yours, 
JNO. DAVIS, Inspector. 


Affirmed to before me, this 25th day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 





No. 15. 
Interrogatories to John W. Durant, Inspector of Customs. 


Question 1. What is the date of your appointment? 

Answer. May, 1818. 

Question 2. Did you, on the arrival of the William Savery, on the 28th of February, 1825; of the 
Addison, on the 5th of April, 1825; of the Woodrop Sims, on the 13th of April, 1825; of the Benjamin Rush, on 
the 1st of July, 1825; and of the Thomas Scattergood, on the 2d of July, 1825, go on board either of them 
and place the necessary locks so as to secure cargo? If so, specify the instances, and say whether you 
remained on board until the arrival of the inspector detailed by the surveyor to superintend the unlading 
of = vessel Was everything in regard to the cargo falling under your notice correct and according 
to law? 

Answer. I had no official duty to discharge in reference to any of the vessels named in this interroga- 
tory; they were discharged below the drawbridge, whereas I am now, and have been always, stationed 
in the middle district, lying between Market street and the drawbridge. 

Question 3. Had you anything to do with the certificates issued under the 41st section of the collection 
law, and what? 

Answer. In the course of my duty I have attended to the shipment of goods which required certificates, 
such as spirits, wines, teas, &c., aad it has been my uniform practice to demand the certificate for each 
package, and when this was incorvect I have rejected it; when the shipments were completed I have made 
the return to the proper officer, No. 7, in the Collector’s office, and in every instance I have waited until 
they have been examined and approved. 

Question 4. Are you conversant, from your own knowledge, or otherwise, with the course usually 
pursued in relation to wines, spirits, and teas taken from the wharf to be deposited in stores, as to the 
persons carrying the same to the stores; the superintendence of an inspector on the way; his presence when 
the articles are stored; the safe keeping of the goods stored, and their removal from the stores; and 
— there has been any change in the usage in these respects, and when? State what you know on 

ese points. 

Answer. Ever since I have been in office it has been the uniform practice for the officer appointed to 
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inspect the landing or unlading of vessels to be present during the whole time of landing or unloading, 
either on board or on the adjacent wharf, and he is punishable by law for any omission of his attendance 
on these occasions. It follows, of necessity, that, as the attending officer cannot accompany to the place 
of deposit the various carts and drays by which the goods are removed to such deposit, and there being 
no special officer for that purpose, it has been the uniform practice to permit the transport without guard 
to the warehouses assigned for the reception of the goods; but it is a part of the duty of the inspecting 
officer to examine the places of deposit, and to see that the whole of the goods intended to be warehoused 
be there placed and secured by locks, of which the keys are lodged in the custom-house. By this mode 
of proceeding the officer discharges the double duty of inspector and storekeeper, and is frequently called 
on at the same moment to perform two offices which are incompatible with each other. Thus an officer, 
when inspecting the unloading of one vessel, is called on with permits to deliver goods, warehoused under 
his charge, to be shipped, with benefit of drawback, on board of vessels lying at a great distance from 
the place of his actual duty, which he cannot legally abandon; he has, therefore, no alternative but the 
delivery of the keys in his charge or a refusal to deliver the goods, which is contrary to the usage 
practiced since I have been in office; but his duty imposes on him the subsequent examination of the 
warehouse wherein the goods were taken, and of the permits and returns thereof at the custom-house, in 
order to be satisfied that the proper quantity only has been removed, and that the remainder be secured 
as before. In the discharge of this very delicate and responsible portion of the deponent’s duty, in the 
great variety of cases in which he was employed, not a single instance has occurred in which there was 
the smallest breach of confidence on the part of the merchant. The practice, as detailed, has been uniform 
since the time of my being employed until within the last five weeks. 

Question 5. Do you know anything fraudulently, or illegally, or unusually done, in respect to teas 
imported by Edward Thomson, either by officers of the custom-house or others? State what you know, 

Answer. I know of nothing of a fraudulent, illegal, or unusual character on the part of any one in 
respect to the teas imported by E. Thomson. 

Question 6. Have you any knowledge of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers 
of the customs and Mr. Thomson, or any concern or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, indica- 
tions, or appearances pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you have, state minutely the extent of 
your knowledge. 

Answer. 1 have no knowledge whatever of anything of the nature suggested by this interrogatory, 
nor do I conscientiously believe that such has ever existed. 

Question 7. Do you know of any omission, neglect, or connivance of any officer of the customs in 
relation to the teas of E. Thomson, or in relation to any other business connected with the custom-house? 
If you do, state the circumstances, including names, times, and places, minutely. 

Answer. I know of no omission, neglect, or connivance of any officer of the customs in relation to 
this particular case of Mr. Thomson, nor, indeed, to any other business connected with the custom-house. 

I offer the testimony of an humble individual to the high responsibility of all the officers of that 
institution, as far as my means of information have enabled me to form an estimation of their worth. 

I know of no facts in addition to those already stated which I consider material; if I were apprised 
of any, I should consider myself bound in duty to communicate them to my superior. If, however, I may 
be permitted to offer an opinion in general terms as to the present mode of proceeding in this point, in 
respect to bonded goods, I would most respectfully suggest a division of the duties of inspector and 
warehouse keeper. In the present state of things the public Treasury must be exposed to losses, whatever 
may be the zeal and integrity of the officer. If the places of deposit were concentrated, and a few officers 
permanently attached to them, no apprehension need be entertained of future fraud. 


Respectfully, 
J. W. DURANT, Inspector. 
January 24, 1826. 


Sworn to before me, this 25th day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 





No. 16. 
Interrogatories to Andrew Geyer, Inspector of the Customs. 


Question 1. What is the date of your appointment? 

Answer. The date of my appointment is the 4th of September, 1805. 

Question 2. Did you, on the arrival of the William Savery, on the 28th February, 1825; of the Addison, on 
the 5th April, 1825; of the Woodrop Sims, on the 13th April, 1825; of the Benjamin Rush, on the Ist July, 
1825; and the Thomas Scattergood, on the 2d July, 1825, go on board either of them and place the 
necessary locks so as to secure the cargo? If so, specify the instances, and say whether you remained 
on board until the arrival of the inspector detailed by the surveyor to superintend the unlading of the 
vessel. Was everything in regard to the cargo falling under your notice correct and according to law? 

Answer. On the 5th of June, 1818, I was appointed by the Collector of the port of Philadelphia to 
take charge of the stores for the reception of all merchandise sent for examination or valuation by the 
appraisers, agreeably to the act of Congress of the 20th of April, 1818, and have continued in that 
appointment up to the present time. Consequently, it not being within the scope of my duties, I did not 
at the times mentioned in this interrogatory, or at any other time, go on board the vessels enumerated, 
or either of them, nor place any locks so as to secure the cargo, and of course cannot specify any of the 
instances of doing so, or answer any of the remaining part of this second inquiry. ; 

Question 3. Had you anything to do with the certificates issued under the 41st section of the collection 
law, and what? . 

Answer. Since my appointment, as stated in answer to query two, I had nothing to do with the certifi- 
cates issued under the 41st section of the collection law, except in cases of merchandise coming to this port 
from another port of the United States and sent to the custom-house stores under my charge for the want 
of the proper certificates accompanying them at the time of their arrival here. Whenever the certificates 
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for such goods are presented, I compare them with the marks, &c., of the custom-honse on the packages 
to ascertain if they correspond. 

Question 4, Are you conversant, from your own knowledge, or otherwise, with the course usually 
pursued in velation to wines, spirits, and teas taken from the wharf to be deposited in stores, as to the 

ersons carrying the same to the stores; the superintendence of an inspector on the way; his presence 
when the articles are stored; the safe keeping of the goods stored, and their removal from the stores; and 
whether there has been any change in the usage in these respects, and when? State what you know on 
these points. 

Answer.-The knowledge I have of the points required in this interrogatory is this: Prior to my 
appointment, as before mentioned, that is, as storekeeper, I acted as inspector of the customs, and it was then 
customary for the inspector to attend on the wharf to see that teas were taken to the stores designated 
and occasionally to visit the stores while the porters were engaged in taking them there. The persons 
who carried them were usually the regular porters of the importers. To my knowledge no inspectors 
superintended them whilst on the way from the wharf to the stores. Locks were placed on the doors, 
and the keys were left at the surveyor’s office. When I had charge of any of the stores, and a permit 
was presented, I went to his office for the keys and delivered according to permit, then locked the stores 
again, and returned the keys to the surveyor’s office, from whence I had taken them. This was my practice, 
and I understood the practice pursued before my appointment. What the usage now is I know not. 

Question 5. Do you know anything fraudulently, or illegally, or unusually done, in respect to the teas 
imported by Edward Thomson, either by the officers of the custom-house or others? State what you know. 

Answer. I have no such knowledge. 

Question 6. Have you any knowledge of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers of 
the custom-house and Mr. Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, 
indications, or appearances pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you have, state minutely the 
extent of your knowledge. 

Answer, I do not know of the existence of any collusion between the custom-house officers and Mr. 
Thompson, nor of any connexion or close intimacy with him, nor any other facts, indications, or appear- 
ances pointing to just suspicion on this head, nor, from opportunities I have had of judging, do I believe 
that any such exist between the officers of the customs and Mr. Thomson. 

Question 1. Do you know of any omission, neglect, or connivance of any officer of the customs in 
relation to the teas of Mr. Thomson, or in relation to any other business connected with the custom-house ? 
If you do, state the circumstances, including names, times, and places, minutely. 

Answer. I know of no connivance of any officer of the customs in relation to any business connected 
with the custom-house. As to neglect or omission in respect to the teas of E. Thomson, my knowledge is 
only what has been reported, which, being hearsay, it would not be proper to state. I was sent on to 
New York by the Collector for the purpose of discovering the teas that had been sent there, and which 
were imported in the vessels enumerated in the second question. 


Ciry oF PHILADELPHIA, ss. 


On the 23d day of January, 1826, personally appeared Andrew Geyer, who, being sworn according 
to law, did depose and say that the answers given to the interrogatories as above stated are true, to the 
best of his knowledge and belief. 

ANDREW GEYER. 

Sworn and subscribed before me. 


G. BARTRAM, Alderman. 





No. 17. 


Interrogatories to Chambers Gaw, Inspector of the Customs. 


Question 1. What is the date of your appointment? 

Answer. I entered on the duties of my office June 10, 1818. 

Question 2. Did you, on the arrival of the William Savery, on 28th of February, 1825; of the Addison, 
on 5th of April, 1825; of the Woodrop Sims, on 13th of April, 1825; of the Benjamin Rush, on Ist of 
July, 1825; and of the Thomas Scattergood, on 2d of July, 1825, go on board either of them and place 
the necessary locks so as to secure the cargo? If so, specify the instances, and say whether you remained 
on board until the arrival of the inspector detailed by the surveyor to superintend the unlading of the 
vessel. Was everything in regard to the cargo falling under your notice correct and according to law? 

Answer. I have no knowledge of any of the above transactions alluded to. 

Question 3. Had you anything to do with the certificates issued under the 4th section of the collection 
law, and what? 

Answer. I have frequently reshipped teas for benefit of drawback, and on such occasions returned 
the certificates, with the permit, to the custom-house, if furnished in time. 

Question 4. Are you conversant, from your own knowledge, or otherwise, with the course usually 
pursued in relation to wines, spirits, and teas taken from the wharf to be deposited in stores, as to the 
persons carrying the same to the stores; the superintendence of an inspector on the way; his presence 
when the articles are stored; the safe keeping of the goods stored, and their removal from the stores; 
and whether there has been any change in the usage in these respects, and when? State what you know 
on these points. 

Answer. I never had charge of a tea ship or cargo of tea when stored, none having been landed in 
the district to which I belong during the time I have been in office; therefore, cannot say what the 
practice is or has been. I have often landed wine and spirits, but never knew any person appointed to 
superintend the conveyance from the wharf. When gauged and marked, the owner, or those under his 
direction, removed them to the stores, and not till then did the officer take charge of the keys. Removing 
from the stores was always done by permits for that purpose. If a change of usage has taken place, I 
am totally ignorant of it. ; 

Question 5. Do you know anything fraudulent, or illegally, or unusually done, in respect to teas 
imported by Edward Thomson, either by officers of the custom-house or others? State what you know. 
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Answer. I am entirely unacquainted with Edward Thomson, his agents, or concerns, as well as any 
intercourse he may have had with custom-house officers, or others, injurious to the public. 

Question 6. Have you any knowledge of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers 
of the custom-house and Mr. Thomson, or any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, 
indications, or appearances pointing to just suspicion on this head? If you have, state minutely the 
extent of your knowledge. 

Answer. My last answer comprehends so much of this question, I can only repeat that I am unin- 
formed of any collusion, connexion, or intimacy, directly or indirectly, between Edward Thomson and the 
custom-house officers, or others, whereby the public revenue might be impaired. 

Question 7. Do you know of any omission, neglect, or connivance of any officer of the customs in 
relation to the teas of Mr. Thomson, or in relation to any other business connected with the custom-house ? 
If you do, state the circumstances, including names, times, and places, minutely. 

Answer. My business confining me to the upper part of the city, in a great measure precludes me from 
all knowledge of Mr. Thomson’s affairs, and have no suspicion of any person or persons aiding or assisting 
him in defrauding the public. 

Question 8. State any further facts, not embraced within the scope of these inquiries, which you may 
consider material. 


Answer. Nothing has occurred to me on this head not embraced in my former answers. 
CHAMBERS GAW. 


Sworn and subscribed before me, this 24th day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman 





No. 18. 
Deposition of William P. Gaw, Inspector. 


Question 1. What is the date of your appointment ? 

Answer. I was sworn into office on the 10th day of April, 1824. 

Question 2. Did you, on the arrival of the William Savery, on the 28th of February, 1825; of the 
Addison, on the 5th of April, 1825; of the Woodrop Sims, on the 13th April, 1825; of the Benjamin Rush, 
on the Ist of July, 1825; of the Thomas Scattergood, on the 2d of July, 1825, go on board either of them 
and place the necessary locks so as to secure the cargo? If so, specify the instances, and say whether 
you remained on board until the arrival of the inspector detailed by the surveyor to superintend the 
unlading of the vessel. Was everything in regard to the cargo falling under your notice correct and 
according to law ? 

Answer. I was not on board either of those vessels; they were all unladen at the lower extremity of 
the port, and I stationed at the upper. Consequently, I know nothing about said vessels or their cargoes. 

Question 3. Had you anything to do with the certificates issued under the forty-first section of the 
collection law, and what ? 

Answer. I have several times attended to the lading of liquors, and received certificates for them, 
and (after examining and finding them to agree with the marks and numbers on the casks and cases) 
duly returned them. Teas I have had nothing to do with. 

Question 4. Are you conversant, from your own knowledge, or otherwise, with the course usually 
pursued in relation to wines, spirits, and teas taken from the wharf to be deposited in stores, as to the 
persons carrying the same to the stores; the superintendence of an inspector by the way; his presence 
when the articles are stored; the safe keeping of the goods stored, and their removal from the stores ; 
and whether there has been any change in the usage in these respects, and when? State what you know 
on these points. 

Answer. The course pursued in relation to wines and spirits, as coming under my notice, is as 
follows: The inspector on board of the vessel attends to the unlading, (wines and spirits,) which, having 
passed through the hands of the gauger and marker, is conveyed to the store of the owner or owners by 
porters in his or their employ, and there (according to the direction of the inspector) stored in such a 
manner as to admit of their being seen and counted. When the inspector is released from his duty on 
board of the vessel, he goes to the store and examines them, and finding them correct, he places his lock 
upon them, and keeps the key in his possession until he receives a permit from the custom-house to deliver 
the same. I know of no inspector attending on the way to or at the store while storing. I know of no 
change of the above course since my appointment. Teas (not having come under my notice) I can say 
nothing about. 

Question 5. Do you know anything fraudulently, illegally, or unusually done, in respect to teas imported 
by Edward Thomson, either by officers of the custom-house or others? State what you know. 

Answer. I know nothing in relation to Edward Thompson, his teas, or the inspectors as being con- 
nected with them. 

Question 6. Have you any knowledge of the existence of any collusion between any of the custom- 
house officers and Mr. Thomson; or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, 
indications, or appearances pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you have, state minutely the 
extent of your knowledge. 

Answer. I have no knowledge of any collusion between any inspector and Edward Thomson, or any 
intimacy with him whatever, nor have I seen or heard anything calculated to raise suspicions in my mind, 
on that or any other subject. 

Question 7. Do you know of any omission, neglect, or connivance of any officer of the customs in 
relation to the teas of Mr. Thomson, or in relation to any other business connected with the custom- 
house? If you do, state the circumstances, including names, times, and places, minutely. State any 
further facts, not embraced with the scope of these inquiries, which you may consider material. 

Answer. I have no knowledge of any omission, neglect, or connivance of any inspector in relation to 
Edward Thomson or his teas, or any other business connected with him and the custom-house; nor am I 
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in possession of any material information whatever, concerning this or any other business connected 
with the custom-house. 
I subscribe myself, dear sir, your very humble servant, 
WILLIAM P. GAW, Inspector. 


Sworn to before me, this 23d day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 
Port or PHILADELPHIA, January 23, 1826. 





No. 19. 
Deposition of Robert Hopkins. 


Question 1. How long have you acted as inspector ? 

Answer. Since April, 1793. 

Question 2 Did you, on the arrival of the William Savery, on the 28th of February, 1825; of the 
Addison, on the 3d of April, 1825; of the Woodrop Sims, on the 13th of April, 1825; of the Benjamin 
Rush, on the Ist of July, 1825; and of the Thomas Scattergood, on the 2d of July, 1825, go on board 
either of them and place the necessary locks so as to secure the cargoes? If so, specify the instances, 
and say whether you remained on board until the arrival of the inspector detailed by the surveyor to 
superintend the unlading of the vessel? Was everything in regard to the cargo falling under your notice 
correct and according to law? 

Answer. I was the inspector detailed by the surveyor to superintend the unlading of the ships 
Addison, Woodrop Sims, and Benjamin Rush, and placed the necessary locks on said ships. I noticed 
nothing incorrect in the discharge of these cargoes. 

Question 3. Were you on board these vessels, or either of them, or on the wharves at which they lay 
when their teas were unloaded ; if so, did you remark anything irregular or illegal previously to their 
removal towards the stores in which they were to be deposited? If so, state it. 

Answer. I was on board and on the wharves at which the ships Addison, Woodrop Sims, and Benjamin 
Rush discharged, and remarked nothing irregular or illegal in the discharge of their several cargoes. 

Question 4. Were the teas removed by porters in the employ of Mr. Thomson? Name, if you can, the 
orters. 

. Answer. The teas were removed by persons in the employ of Mr. Thomson; their names I do not know. 

Question 5. Did you or any other inspector attend the removal of the teas to the stores? Name the 
inspector. 

Answer. No inspector attended the removal of the teas. 

Question 6. Did you see the teas introduced into the stores and examine them in the stores? In what 
stores were they deposited ? 

Answer. I did not see them introduced into the stores, but examined them after the vessels’ discharge. 
The teas were put into stores selected by Mr. Thomson, situated between Water street and the wharves, 
and Pine and Spruce streets. 

Question 7. Were any of the stores in which these teas were deposited, and which, placed under your 
charge? If so, state particularly the circumstances under which the charge was conferred upon you, and 
especially under whose direction you acted, and whether the direction was general, or only applicable to 
the particular case. 

Answer. The stores were not particularly placed under my charge; but all spirits, wines, and teas, 
stored in the lower district, were understood to be under the charge of Mr. Jackson and myself. 

Question 8. If you examined the teas after they were stored, did you in the examination compare them 
with the permit, or other document or book, and which; and did you make any report, and was it written 
or verbal, to the surveyor or other officer, of the result of this examination ? 

Answer. I saw the teas of all Mr. Thomson’s ships after they were stored; but counting them was 
impossible after they were stowed away in the stores. 

Question 9. By whom was the store used designated ; or did the owner of the teas take them to any 
store he pleased, and was it a store previously used for a like purpose, or otherwise? 

Answer. The stores were selected by Mr. Thomson, and had been previously used for storing teas by 
him. The stores were rented by Mr. Thomson. 

Question 10. Were the two locks previously fixed on the doors of the stores, and was this done under 
public or private direction ? 

Answer. There were two locks on the doors, one belonging to the door, the key of which was kept 
by the owner of the teas, and a padlock belonging to the custom-house, the key kept by the inspectors, 
and was the general practice. 

Question 11. Did you lock up the stores, or was this done by the owner of the teas? 

‘ Answer. I locked the custom-house padlocks on the doors, and Mr. Thomson put his own locks on 
esides. 

Question 12. If you were not present at the storage of the teas, how long was your key out of your 
possession, and to whom was it confided previously to its being restored to you; or how long were the 
stores open in your absence ? 

Answer. The key was left with the owner sufficient time to assort, stow, or take samples; sometimes 
a day or more, especially previous to a sale or shipping a parcel. 

Question 18. Did you thereafter, and at what times, examine the state of the stores, and was this a 
casual examination, or one founded on actual enumeration ? 

Answer. An examination as to quantity, after the teas were stored, was not possible. 

Question 14. Could the teas taken from the wharf have been removed to other places than the stores 
without your knowledge? 

Answer. Since E. Thomson’s failure I have understood that some of the teas were taken from the 
wharf and not stored. 

Question 15. Had you, at the time, any knowledge or suspicion of such removal? 
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Answer. 1 never had any knowledge or suspicion of any fraudulent removal of teas by E. Thomson, 
or others. 

Question 16. Have you since heard of such removal? If so, state particularly the circumstances. 

Answer. I have heard reported that Mr. Thomson has acknowledged taking teas from the wharf to 
the pavement before the stores, and from the pavement to the coasting packets, without ever having been 

ut in store. 
. Question 17. Do you know of any removals of teas from the stores without a permit; or of the removal 
of a large quantity under a permit for a smaller quantity? 

Answer. I have been told Mr. Thomson has acknowledged, since his failure, that he had been in the 
practice of taking out of store much larger quantities of teas than he had permits for, generally presenting 
them when the officers were engaged on the wharf. 

Question 18. When a permit was given, did you always accompany the owner to the store, and 
carefully see the teas taken out? If a different course was pursued, state it, mentioning all the instances, 

Answer. I did not always accompany the permit, having vessels to attend to at the wharf, both 
unlading and reshipping. 

Question 19. Had you anything to do with the delivery of the certificates issued under the 41st section 
of the collection law, and what? 

Answer. I had nothing to do with the delivery of the certificates. 

Question 20. What has heretofore been the usage as to wines, spirits, and teas taken from the 
wharves to the stores? Have they been carried by porters employed by the owners, attended or not by 
an inspector? Has the inspector seen them stored, and immediately examined them to ascertain whether 
they were all stored, or has this been intrusted to the owner? Has the inspector invariably locked the 
stores, and has he from time to time examined the stores? Has he, on a permit being granted, attended 
in person the taking them out? State the usage, particularly and accurately, and whether it has varied 
since you have been in office; when, and in what respects. 

Answer. Spirits, wines, and teas have always been carried by porters, employed by the owners of 
the goods, to the stores, not attended by an inspector. After the goods were stored, then an inspector 
examined them and locked them up, and occasionally looked at the stores. A permit was often presented 
when the officers were so engaged on the wharves as to render it impossible to attend the delivery of 
such goods. Most generally the permit was not accompanied by an officer, and this has been customary 
ever since I was appointed an inspector. 

Question 21. Is it a fact that the same key has opened the locks of different stores? Was this known 
to you, and how has it occurred? 

Answer. The fact was known to me; the locks furnished for locking up stores had two keys to eight 
locks, for convenience of carriage, and one key fitted all the locks on any one person’s stores. 

Question 22. Do you know of any removals from stores of teas that were not bonded with surety, 
under a permit to move a smaller quantity? If so, state them particularly. 

Answer. Previous to Mr. Thomson’s failure I knew nothing of the kind; since, I have been told it 
was the case. 

Question 23. Do you know of any instances in which the owners of wines, spirits, and teas have been 
suffered to enter the stores in which they were deposited without an inspector being present? If you do, 
state them. 

Answer. Spirits and wines require the examination of the cooper once a week, at least, to ascertain 
if there is leakage; in such cases the key has been given them, and the stores opeued without an inspector 
being present. 

Question 24. Have you any knowledge of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers 
of the custom-house and Mr. Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, 
indications, or appearances pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you have, state minutely the 
extent of your knowledge. 

Answer. I have no such knowledge, nor do I believe any ever existed. 

Question 25. Do you know of any omission, neglect, or connivance of any officer of the customs in 
relation to the teas of Mr. Thomson, or in relation to any other business connected with the custom-house? 
If you do, state circumstances minutely, including names, times, and places. 

Answer. I know of no neglect, and believe every officer does his duty. 

Question 26. State any further facts, not embraced within the scope of these inquiries, which you may 
consider material. 

Answer. I know nothing that I can state that I think will be of service. I have had no intimation, 
suspicion, or belief, that any officer, or other person, connected with the custom-house, has had any 
connivance or intimacy with Mr. Thomson, other than was necessary in doing their several duties. 

Question 27. Do you know of any other teas surreptitiously taken from the stores previously to the 
year 1825? If you do, state particularly all you know. 

Answer. I do not know of any. 

Question 28. Were you employed on any of the vessels, and which vessels, in which teas were 
imported by Edward Thomson, to wit: the ships William Savary, Addison, Woodrop Sims, Benjamin Rush, 
and Thomas Scattergood, which have arrived at the port of Philadelphia since the 27th of February, 1825? 

Answer. I was on board, employed, at the ships Addison, Woodrop Sims, and Benjamin Rush. 

Question 29. Were you specially detailed by the surveyor for this service? 

Answer. I was. 

Question 30. When and at what place did you go on board? 

Answer. After the vessels had hauled to the wharves. 

Question 31. Was there, at the time of your entering the vessel, any, and what, inspector on board? 
Had there been one, and what was his name? 

Answer. There was none, nor had been, that I know of. 

Question 32. Did everything appear fair and regular when you went on board? Was the cargo locked 
up and carefully secured ? 

Answer. Everything appeared correct when I went on board, and I carefully locked the cargo up. 

Question 33. Were all the provisions of the law strictly complied with previous to the unloading of 
the goods? 

Answer, I know nothing to the contrary. 
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Question 34. Was a permit, endorsed as required by the thirty-seventh section of the collection law, 
received by you previously to your proceeding to unload, and before any part of the cargo was removed? 

Answer. It was not endorsed. 

Question 35. Was there any disagreement between the permits and the goods inspected and delivered 
by you? 

‘ia Answer, There was no disagreement. 

Question 36. Were the teas all weighed by the weighers? 

Answer. They were all weighed. 

Question 37. Were the teas inspected by you and weighed before they were delivered or removed? 

Answer. The teas were all weighed by the weighers before they were removed from the wharf, and 
examined by myself. 

Question 38. Was the unloading at no other times than between the rising and setting of the sun? 
Did you remain on board constantly during that time? Did you enter the teas in a book, as required by 
the collection law, and deliver the same to the surveyor? 

Answer. The unloading was done only between the rising and setting of the sun. I was on board 
(excepting when at dinner) all the time. A report was made to the surveyor of all the cargo, and the 
teas entered in a book at the surveyor’s office. 

ROBERT HOPKINS, Inspector. 

Affirmed to before me, this 24th day of January, 1826. 

WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 





No. 20. 


Interrogatories to Henry Huber, Inspector of Customs. 


Question 1. What is the date of your appointment? 

Answer. I was appointed an inspector of customs in the year 1808. 

Question 2. Did you, on the arrival of the William Savary, on the 28th of February, 1825; of the 
Addison, on the 5th of April, 1825; of the Woodrop Sims, on the 13th of April, 1825; of the Benjamin 
Rush, on the Ist of July, 1825; and of the Thomas Scattergood, un the 2d of July, 1825, go on board 
either of them and place the necessary locks so as to secure the cargo? If so, specify the instances, 
and say whether you remained on board until the arrival of the inspector detailed by the surveyor to 
superinvtend the unlading of the vessel; was everything in regard to the cargo falling under your notice 
correct and according to law? 

Answer. I did not go on board either of the vessels mentioned in the second question, and do not 
know anything “in regard to their cargoes;” the unlading of the same did not fall under my notice, 
being stationed in the middle district, which extends from Market street southward to the drawbridge. 

Question 3. Had you anything to do with the certificates issued under the forty-first section of the 
collection law, and what? 

Answer. When spirits, wines, and teas are exported to a foreign port for the benefit of drawback, 
the certificates issued under the forty-first section of the collection law are delivered to the inspector, 
who reships the articles called for by the certificates, having first ascertained their correspondence with 
the same. The certificates, together with the permit for reshipping, are returned, under the written 
attestation of the inspector, to the Collector’s office. So far only as relates to the above operations have 
I had “anything to do” with the certificates issued under the forty-first section of the collection law. 

Question 4. Are you conversant, from your own knowledge, or otherwise, with the course usually 
pursued in relation to wines, spirits, and teas taken from the wharf to be deposited in stores, as to the 
persons carrying the same to the stores; the superintendence of an inspector on the way; his presence 
when the articles are stored; the safe keeping of the goods stored, and their removal from the stores; 
and whether there has been any change in the usage in these respects, and when? State what you know 
on these points. 

Answer. When wines, spirits, and teas are taken from the wharves to be deposited in stores under 
the charge of the custom-house, they are taken by the draymen employed by the owner or consignee, no 
officer of the customs accompanying them on their way to the stores; when stored, an inspector of the 
customs, having charge of them, makes his examination as to the articles being all in store, which can 
readily be done, from the packages of one size being all stored together for the purpose of ascertaining 
the number, for the satisfaction of the officer as well as of the importer. When thus stored, the inspector 
places his locks upon the doors of the storehouses; the owners generally, but not always, also have locks 
upon the same, and upon the receipt of a permit from the Collector’s office, ordering the delivery of all or 
any part of the articles thus stored, the officer unlocks the stores and delivers the same; but at times the 
officers have been compelled to confide the keys for a few hours to the owners, as they could not leave the 
deck of a ship on which they were closely engaged in delivering and landing a valuable cargo of mer- 
chandise; but, in all such instances within my knowledge, upon examining the stores, all has uniformly 
been found correct and secure. There has not “been any change in the usage in these respects” until 
within a short time. 

Question 5. Do you know anything fraudulently, or illegally, or unusually done, in respect to teas 
imported by Edward Thomson, either by officers of the custom-house or others? State what you know on 
these points. 

danen. I do not know of anything, either fraudulent, illegal, or unusual, that has been done in 
respect to teas imported by Edward Thomson, or any other person. 

Question 6. Have you any knowledge of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers 
of the custom-house and Mr. Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, 
indications, or appearances pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you have, state minutely the 
extent of your knowledge. 

Answer. I know of no collusion, connexion, or close intimacy, nor of any appearances pointing to 
just suspicions, between Edward Thomson and any officer of the custom-house; being in the discharge of 
my duty confined to the bounds of the middle district, commencing at Market street on the north, and 
terminating at the drawbridge on the south. 
Question 7. Do you know of any omission, neglect, or connivance of any officer of the customs in 
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relation to the teas of Mr. Thomson, or in relation to any other business connected with the custom-house ? 
If you do, state the circumstances, including names, times, and places, minutely. State any further facts, 
not embraced within the scope of these inquiries, which you may consider material. 

Answer. I do not know of any omission, neglect, or connivance of any officer of the customs, either 
in relation to the teas of Edward Thomson, or in relation to any other business connected with the custom- 
house. 
Under the collection law of 1799 the inspectors of customs were eligible, and for many years srx of 
them, appointed by the chief officer of inspection, (the surveyor of the port of Philadelphia,) marked, 
according to law, all the spirits, wines, and teas landed in the port of Philadelphia. A subsequent law 
of afew years’ standing rendered the inspectors of customs no longer eligible; upon which onz PERson 
was appointed to perform the service before performed by stx, and, under the law, received the compensa- 
tion therefor. I state this racr from the belief that the alteration of the law has not been of any advantage 


to the revenue nor to the pEespatcu of the business of the port. 
HENRY HUBER, Inspector. 
PHILaDELPHIA, January 24, 1826. 


Affirmed to before me, this 24th day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 





No. 21. 
Deposition of Andrew Jackson, Inspector. 


In answer to interrogatories put by S. H. Smith, Esq., I respectfully submit the following: 

Question 1. How long have you acted as inspector? 

Answer. Since the month of July, 1799. 

Question 2. Did you, on the arrival of the William Savery, on the 28th February, 1825; of the Addison, 
on the 3d of April, 1825; of the Woodrop Sims, on the 13th of April, 1825; of the Benjamin Rush, on the 
Ist of July, 1825; and of the Thomas Scattergood, on the 2d of July, 1825, go on board either of them 
and place the necessary locks so as to secure the cargoes? If so, specify the instances, and say whether 
you remained on board until the arrival of the inspector detailed by the surveyor to superintend the 
unlading of the vessel. Was everything in regard to the cargo falling under your notice correct and 
according to law ? 

Answer. On the arrival of the above named vessels I did not go on board either of them. 

Question 3. Were you on board these vessels, or either of them, or on the wharves at which they lay, 
when the teas were unloaded? If so, did you remark anything irregular or illegal previously to their 
removal towards the stores in which they were to be deposited? If so, state it. 

Answer. I was on the wharves during the discharge of those vessels; I saw nothing illegal or 
irregular. 

” Question 4. Were the teas removed by porters in the employ of Mr. Thomson? Name, if you can, 
the porters. 

Answer. The teas were removed by porters in the employ of Mr. Thomson; I am ignorant of their 
names. 

Question 5. Did you, or any other inspector, attend the removal of the teas to the stores? Name the 
inspector. 

Answer. No inspector attended their removal. 

Question 6. Did you see the teas introduced into the stores, and examine them in the stores, to guard 
against abuses? In what store were they deposited ? 

Answer. I did not see the teas introduced into the stores; no examination took place until the ship 
was unloaded; they were deposited in stores rented by Mr. Thomson. 

Question 7. Were any of the stores in which these teas were deposited, and which, placed under your 
charge? If so, state particularly the circumstances under which the charge was conferred upon you, and 
especially under whose directions you acted, and whether the direction was general, or only applicable to 
the particular case. 

Answer. The stores were not given into the charge of any officer particularly. Mr. Robert Hopkins 
and myself had a general charge of all stores containing spirits, wines, and teas. We acted under 
general directions from the surveyor. 

Question 8. If you examined the teas after they were stored, did you, in the examination, compare 
them with the permits or other documents or books, and which? And did you make any report, and was 
it written or verbal, to the surveyor or other officer, of the result of this examination? 

Answer. An examination of the teas took place immediately before their removal from the wharf, 
when they were compared with the permits; a written report was made to the surveyor of the result; an 
enumeration of teas in store is impracticable. 

Question 9. By whom was the store used designated, or did the owner of the teas take them to any 
store he pleased, and was it a store previously used for a like purpose, or otherwise? 

Answer. It has always been the custom for the owners to choose their stores; those in question had 
been for a considerable time used as tea stores. 

Question 10. Were the two locks previously fixed on the doors of the stores, and was this done under 
public or private direction? 

Answer. One lock was permanently fixed, the key of which was kept by the owner; a padlock was 
added by the inspector, who kept the key. 

Question 11. Did you lock up the stores, or was this done by the owner of the teas? 

Answer. When the teas were properly arranged in store the officer placed his lock on. 

Question 12. If you were not present at the storage of the teas, how long was your key out of your 
possession, and to whom was it confided previously to its being restored to you, or how long were the 
stores open in your absence? 
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Answer. I placed no lock on the stores till the owner had arranged them properly. This was the 
work of many days; I cannot say precisely how many. 

Question 13. Did you thereafter, and at what times, examine the state of the stores, and was this a 
casual examination or one founded on actual enumeration? 

Answer, A casual examination took place, and that only, when called on to deliver teas from store; 
we could only enter the stores by permission of the owners; an actual enumeration is impracticable. 

Question 14. Could the teas taken from wharf have been removed to other places than the stores 
without your knowledge? 

Answer. It has been ascertained that such has been the fact. 

Question 15. Had you at the time any knowledge or suspicion of such removal? 

Answer. I had no such knowledge or suspicion. 

Question 16. Have you since learned of such removal? If so, state the circumstances particularly. 

Answer. I have been informed by Charles Mackie, who was in the employ of E. Thomson, that while 
the ship was discharging a permit was taken to deliver a portion of the teas from the wharf, and that 
under cover of that permit a large quantity was removed to other places than the stores. 

Question 17. Do you know of any removal of teas from the stores without a permit, or of the removal 
of a large quantity under a permit for a smaller quantity. 

Answer. Mr. Mackie has stated that it was the practice of Mr. Thomson to take a permit for teas and 
present it to the officer when busily engaged on the wharf; at such times the key was entrusted to them- 
selves to deliver the teas, when the opportunity was taken of removing teas other than those permitted. 
It is also stated that at such times a person was employed by E. Thomson to watch the officer and see 
that he was so much engaged as to render them secure from detection. 

Question 18. When a permit was given did you always accompany the owner to the stores and 
carefully see the teas taken out? If a different course was pursued state it, mentioning all the instances. 

Answer. When engaged in other duties it was always the custom to entrust the key to the owners. 

Question 19. Had you anything to do with the delivery of the certificates issued under the 41st 
section of the collection law, and what? 

Answer. I had nothing to do with the delivery of certificates. 

Question 20. What has heretofore been the usage as to wines, spirits, and teas taken from the 
wharves to the stores? Have they been carried by porters, employed by the owners, attended or not by 
an inspector? Has the inspector seen them stored, and immediately examined them to ascertain whether 
they were all stored, or has this been entrusted to the owner? Has the inspector invariably locked the 
stores, and has he from time to time examined the stores? Has he, on a permit being granted, attended 
in person the taking them out? State the usage, particularly and accurately, aml whether it has varied 
since you have been in office; when and in what respect. “ 

Answer. In removing spirits, wines, and teas to the stores it has invariabiy been done by porters 
employed by the owners, unattended by an officer; when the whole of the cargo is landed and removed 
from the wharf, the officer examines the stores and places his lock on them. I state what I believe to be 
the general practice; I do not undertake to say that there are no exceptions. When a permit was 
delivered to the officer while engaged in other duties it has been customary to entrust the keys to the 
owner, as I have stated in answer 18. If any variation has taken place in the manner of storing and 
delivering wines, spirits, and teas, I have no knowledge of it. 

Question 21. Is it a fact that the same key has opened the locks of different stores? Was this 
known to you, and how has it occurred ? 

Answer, It was known to me that the same key opened different locks; they were furnished by the 
surveyor, and I presume they were designedly so constructed. 

Question 22. Do you know of any removals from stores of teas that were not bonded with surety, 
under a permit to remove a smaller quantity? If so, state them particularly. 

Answer. The answer to question 17 will apply to this. 

Question 23. Do you know of any instances in which the owners of wines, spirits, or teas, have been 
suffered to enter the stores in which they were deposited without an inspector being present? If you do, 
state them. 

Answer. It has always been the practice to permit the owners to take the keys, in order to make an 
examination of the state of the casks or other packages; if this was not done, great loss must ensue. 
An officer could not always attend without neglecting his duties on the wharf, as the officers who had 
charge of the stores had the like duties to perform as other inspectors, independent of their attendance 
on the stores. 

Question 24. Have you any knowledge of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers 
of the custom-house and Mr. Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, 
indications, or appearances, pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you have, state minutely the 
extent of your knowledge. 

Answer. I have no knowledge or belief of any collusion between Mr. Thomson and any person 
attached to the custom-house. I know of no intimacy existing between any person attached to the 
custom-house and Mr. Thomson; and I know of no facts leading to any suspicion on the subject. 

Question 25. Do you know of any omission, neglect, or connivance, of any officer of the customs in 
relation to the teas of Mr. Thomson, or in relation to any other business connected with the custom- 
house? If you do, state the circumstances minutely, including names, times, and places. 

Answer. I know nothing in relation to the teas of Mr. Thomson but what I have already stated. 

Question 26. State any further facts, not embraced within the scope of these inquiries, which you 
may consider material. 

Answer. I am acquainted with no facts having any bearing on the subject. 

Question 27. Do you know of any other teas surreptitiously taken from the stores previously to the 
year 1825? If you do, state particularly all you know. 

Answer. It has been stated by the before named Charles Mackie that teas have been taken by E. 
Thomson prior to 1825, and under similar circumstances; I have no other knowledge on the subject. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 


Sworn and subscribed before me, this 23d day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 
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No, 22. 


Interrogatories to John Reed, Inspector of the Customs. 


Question 1. What is the date of your appointment? 


Answer. My appointment was the 4th June, 1818. 
Question 2. Did you, on the arrival of the William Savery, on the 28th of February, 1825, of the 


Addison, on the 5th of April, 1825, of the Woodrop Sims, on the 13th of April, 1825, of the Benjamin 
Rush, on the Ist of July, 1825, of the Thomas Scattergood, on the 2d of July, 1825, go on board either of 
them and place the necessary locks so as to secure the cargo? If so, specify the instances, and say 
whether you remained on board until the arrival of the inspector detailed by the surveyor to superintend 
the unlading of the vessel; was everything in regard to the cargo, falling under your notice, correct 
and according to law? 

Answer. I did not go on board of either of these vessels. 

Question 3. Had you anything to do with the certificates issued under the 41st section of the collec- 
tion law, and what? 

Answer. I have nothing to do with certificates for teas and liquors, except shipped for drawback; 
the certificates are produced for them, and returned to the Collector by me with the permits. 

Question 4. Are you conversant, from your own knowledge or otherwise, with the course usually 
pursued in relation to wines, spirits, and teas, taken from the wharf to be deposited in stores, as to the 
persons carrying the same to the stores, the superintendence of an inspector on the way, his presence 
when the articles are stored, the safe-keeping of the goods stored, and their removal from the stores? 
And whether there has been any change in the usage in these respects, and when? State what you 
know on these points. 

Answer. I believe it has been usual, in sending goods from the wharf to be stored, that the owners 
employed persons to take them, without the presence of an inspector, he, having charge of the vessel and 
delivering them, could not leave the vessel at the time, but, as soon as the vessel was dischargua, he 
would proceed to the stores and see that the goods were stored, and have them locked up. 

Question 5. Do you know anything fraudulently or illegally, or unusually done, in respect to teas 
imported by Edward Thomson, either by officers of the custom-house or others? State what you know. 

Answer. I know nothing respecting the above. 

Question 6. Have you any knowledge of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers of 
the custom-house and Mr. Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, 
indications, or appearances, pointing to just suspicion on this head? If you have, state minutely the extent 
of your knowledge. 

Answer. I have no knowledge of anything respecting the above. 

Question 7. Do you know of any omission, neglect, or connivance of any officer of the customs in 
relation to the teas of Mr. Thomson, or in relation to any other business connected with the custom-house? 
if you do, state the circumstances, including names, times, and places minutely. 

Answer. I do not know of any. 

Question 8. State any other facts embraced within the scope of these inquiries which you may 
consider material ? 

Answer. I know of no other facts in respect to these inquiries. 

JOHN REED, Inspector. 


Port or Puiwapevpnis, January 23, 1826. 


Sworn to before me, this 23d day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 





No. 23. 


Interrogatories to Joseph Robinson, Inspector of the Customs. 


Question 1. What is the date of your appointment? 

Answer. August the 3d, 1818. 

Question 2. Did you, on the arrival of the William Savery, on the 28th of February, 1825; of the 
Addison, on the 5th April, 1825; of the Woodrop Sims, on the 13th April, 1825; of the Benjamin Rush, on 
the Ist July, 1825; and the Thomas Scattergood, on the 2d July, 1825, go on board either of them, and place 
the necessary locks so as to secure the cargo; if so, specify the instances, and say whether you remained 
on board until the arrival of the inspector detailed by the surveyor to superintend the unlading of the 
vessel; was everything in regard to the cargo, falling under your notice, correct and according to law? 

m Answer. I was coasting officer at the time the above vessels arrived, and had no charge of any of 
them. 

Question 3. Had you anything to do with the certificates issued under the 41st section of the collec- 
tion law, and what? 

, Answer. When I had any certificates for wine or tea I returned them with the permit to the custom- 
ouse. 

Question 4. Are you conversant, from your own knowledge or otherwise, with the course usually 
pursued in relation to wines, spirits, and tea, taken from the wharf to be deposited in stores; as to the 
persons carrying the same to the stores; the superintendence of an inspector on the way; his presence 
when the articles are stored; the safe-keeping of the goods stored; and their removal from the stores; 
and whether there has been any change in the usage in these respects, and what? State what you know 
on these points. 

— Being always otherwise employed, I never have attended to the storing of any of the above 
goods. 

Question 5. Do you know anything fraudulently, illegally, or unusually done in respect to tea 
imported by Edward Thomson, either by officers of the custum-house or others? State what you know. 
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Answer. I do not know. 

Question 6. Have you any knowledge of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers of 
the custom-house and Mr. Thomson, or any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, 
indications, or appearances, pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you have, state minutely the 
extent of your knowledge. 

Answer. I have not. 

Question 7. Do you know of any omission, neglect, or connivance of any officer of the customs in 
relation to the teas of Mr. Thomson, or in relation to any other business connected with the custom-house ? 
If you have, state the circumstances, including names, times, and places, minutely. 

Answer. I do not know of any. 

Question 8. State any other facts, not embraced within the scope of these inquiries, which you may 
consider material. 

Answer. I know of none. 

JOSEPH ROBINSON, Inspector. 


Sworn and subscribed before me, this 20th day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 





No. 24. 


Deposition of John P. Schott, Inspector. 


Question 1. What is the date of your appointment ? 

Answer. October, 1805. 

Question 2. Did you, on the arrival of the William Savery, on the 28th February, 1825; of the 
Addison, on the 5th of April, 1825; of the Woodrop Sims, on the 13th April, 1825; of the Benjamin Rush, 
on the Ist July, 1825; and of the Thomas Scattergood, on the 2d July, 1825, go on board either of them, 
and place the necessary locks so as to secure the cargo; if so, specify the instances, and say whether 
you remained on board until the arrival of the inspector detailed by the surveyor to superintend the 
unlading of the vessel; was everything in regard to the cargo, falling under your notice, correct and 
according to law ? 

Answer. I had no charge of either of the above named vessels; neither was I on board of either of 
them. 
Question 3. Had you anything to do with the certificates issued under the 41st section of the collec- 
tion law, and what? 

Answer. I had nothing to do with the certificates. 

Question 4. Are you conversant, from your own knowledge or otherwise, with the course usually 
pursued in relation to wines, spirits, and teas taken from the wharf to be deposited in stores; as to the 
persons carrying the same to the stores; the superintendence of an inspector on the way; his presence 
when the articles are stored; the safe-keeping of the goods stored; and their removal from the stores ? 
And whether there has been any change in the usage in these respects, and when? State what you know 
on these points. 

Answer. I have always understood that teas, &c., were stored under the care of an inspector, locked 
up, and the keys put in the surveyor’s office, and afterwards delivered according to permits, under the 
inspection of an officer; this has been my practice; but it has been a long time since I have had charge 
of teas, my business lying in the upper district, and the vessels from China are generally discharged in 
the lower district; I believe they are always sent from the vessels to the stores by the importers; and it 
is not usual for an inspector to superintend them on the way. I used to go to the stores towards evening, 
and satisfy myself that all were in store that were landed when I had charge of them, and then lock the 
stores and keep the key, and so on till all were stored. 

Question 5. Do you know anything fraudulently or illegally, or unusually done in respect to teas 
imported by Edward Thomson, either by officers of the custom-house or others? State what you know. 

Answer. I have no knowledge whatever of anything of the kind. 

Question 6. Have you any knowledge of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers of 
the custom-house and Mr. Thomson; or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, 
indications, or appearances pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you have, state minutely the 
extent of your knowledge. 

Answer. I have no knowledge whatever of anything relating to this question. I have no acquaintance 
with Mr. Thomson. 

Question 1. Do you know of any omission, neglect, or connivance of any officer of the customs in 
relation to the teas of Mr. Thomson, or in relation to any other business connected with the custom-house ? 
If you do, state the circumstances, including names, times, and places, minutely. State any further 
facts not embraced within the scope of these inquiries which you may consider material. 

Answer. I have no knowledge whatever of anything embraced in this question, my business lying in 
the upper district altogether; neither do I know of anything concerning this business, not embraced 
within the scope of these inquiries, that I consider material. 

JOHN P. SCHOTT, Inspector. 


PuivaDeEtpatia, January 20, 1826. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me, this 20th day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 





No. 25. 
Interrogatories to Rowland Smith, Inspector of the Customs. 


Question 1. What is the date of your appointment? 
Answer. Appointed May 1, 1824. 
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Question 2. Did you, on the arrival of the William Savery, on the 28th of February, 1825; of the 
Addison, on the 5th April, 1825; of the Woodrop Sims, on the 13th April, 1825; of the Benjamin Rush, on 
the Ist July, 1825; and of the Thomas Scattergood, on the 2d J uly, 1825, go on board either of them and 
place the necessary locks so as to secure the cargo? If so, specify the instances, and say whether you 
remained on board until the arrival of the inspector detailed by the surveyor to superintend the unloading 
of the vessel. Was everything in regard to the cargo, falling under your notice, correct and according 
to law? 

Answer. The above vessels, in every instance, were attended to by other officers; therefore none of 
the queries in question two ever came under my notice. ; 

Question 3. Had you anything to do with the certificates issued under the 41st section of the collec- 
tion law, and what? 

Answer. I never had anything to do with the above named certificates, except when reshipping. 

Question 4. Are you conversant, from your own knowledge or otherwise, with the course usually 
pursued in relation to wines, spirits, and teas taken from the wharf to be deposited in store; as to the 
persons carrying the same to the stores; the superintendence of an inspector on the way; his presence 
when the articles are stored; the safe-keeping of the goods stored; and their removal from the stores ? 
And whether there has been any change in the usage in these respects, and when? State what you know 
on these points. 

Answer. The course usually pursued in wines, spirits, and teas is for the merchant importing to send 
his porters for the goods, who take them to the stores without any inspector accompanying them. In 
relation to the safe-keeping of the goods when stored the custom-house has the key of one lock, and the 
man who has charge of the store the key of another lock. There has been no change in the usage in 
these respects. 

Question 5. Do you know of anything fraudulently or illegally, or unusually done, in respect to teas 
imported by Edward Thomson, either by officers of the custom-house or others? State what you know. 

Answer. I do not know of anything fraudulently or illegally, or unusually done, in respect to teas 
imported by Edward Thomson, either by officers of the custom-house or others. 

Question 6. Have you any knowledge of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers of 
the custom-house and Mr. Thomson, or of any connexion, or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, 
indications, or appearances, pointing to just suspicion on this head? If you have, state minutely the 
extent of your knowledge. 

Answer. I have no knowledge of any collusion between any of the officers of the custom-house and 
Mr. Thomson, or of any connexion or intimacy with him, or any other facts, indications, or appearances, 
pointing to just suspicions on this head. 

Question 7. Do you know of any omission, neglect, or connivance, of any officers of the customs, in 
relation to the teas of Mr. Thomson, or in relation to any other business connected with the custom- 
house? If you do, state the circumstances, including names, times, and places, minutely. State any 
further facts not embraced within the scope of these inquiries, which you may consider material. 

Answer. No neglect or omission, or connivance, of any officer of the customs, has ever come under my 
knowledge, either in regard to teas imported by Mr. Thomson, or in business of any kind done at the 


custom-house. 
ROWLAND SMITH, Inspector. 





Affirmed to before me, this 23d day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 





No. 26. 
Deposition of Jacob Zebley, Inspector. 


Question 1. What is the date of your appointment? 

Answer. May, 1815. 

Question 2. Did you, on the arrival of the William Savery, on the 20th of February, 1825; of the 
Addison, on the 5th of April, 1825; of the Woodrop Sims, on the 13th of April, 1825; of the Benjamin 
Rush, on the Ist of July, 1825; and of the Thomas Scattergood, 2d of July, 1825, go on board either of 
them, and place the necessary locks so as to secure the cargo? If so, specify the instances, and say 
whether you remained on board until the arrival of the inspector detailed by the surveyor to superintend 
the unlading of the vessel. Was everything in regard to the cargo, falling under your notice, correct and 
according to law? 

Answer. Being stationed in the middle district of the port of Philadelphia, in 1820, to attend and 
examine coasting vessels, and, having continued in that station ever since the said year, I therefore have 
had no charge whatever of the above mentioned vessels or their cargoes. 

:, seen 3. Had you anything to do with the certificates issued under the 41st section of the collection 
aws ! 

Answer. I had not. 

Question 4. Are you conversant, from your own knowledge or otherwise, with the course usually 
pursued in relation to wines, spirits, and teas, taken from the wharf to be deposited in store; as to the 
person carrying the same to the stores; the superintendence of any inspector on the way; his presence 
when the articles are stored; the safe-keeping of the goods stored; and the removal from the stores? 
And whether there has been any change in the usage in these respects, and when? State what you know 
on these points. 

Answer. To the best of my knowledge, it is usual for merchants’ porters to remove from the wharf, 
not only wines, spirits, and teas, but other articles, either to the public stores or to the merchant stores, 
when permitted, and those articles entitled to drawback are locked up in store by the officers. 

_ Question 5. Do you know anything fraudulently, or illegally, or unusually done, in respect to teas 
imported by Edward Thomson, either by officers of the custom-house or others? State what you know. 
Answer. I know nothing in relation to that question. 
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Question 6. Have you any knowledge of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers of 
the custom-house and Mr. Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, 
indications, or appearances pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you have, state minutely the 
extent of your knowledge. 

Answer. I have no knowledge of any circumstances comprised in the 6th question. 

Question 7. Do you know of any omission, neglect, or connivance of any of the officers of the customs, 
in relation to the teas of Mr. Thomson, or in relation to any other business connected with the custom- 
house? If you do, state the circumstances, including the names, times, and places, minutely. State 
further facts not embraced within the scope of these inquiries. 

Answer. To the Tth and last question I can answer only in the negative. 

JACOB ZEBLEY, Inspector. 


Sworn to before me, this 24th day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 





No. 27. 
Interrogatories to David Rose, Inspector of the Customs. 


Question 1. What is the date of your appointment? 

Answer. August 28, 1789. 

Question 2. Did you, on the arrival of the William Savery, on the 28th February, 1825; of the 
Addison, on the 5th April, 1825; of the Woodrop Sims, on the 13th April, 1825; of the Benjamin Rush, on 
the Ist July, 1825; and of the Thomas Scattergood, on the 2d July, 1825, go on board either of them, and 
place the necessary locks so as to secure the cargo? If so, specify the instances, and say whether you 
remained on board until the arrival of the inspector detailed by the surveyor to superintend the unlading 
of <4 vessel. Was everything ia regard to the cargo, falling under your notice, correct and according to 
law { 

Answer. I did not. 

Question 3. Had you anything to do with the certificates issued under the 41st section of the collection 
law, and what? 

Answer. I had not. 

Question 4. Are you conversant, from your own knowledge or otherwise, with the course usually 
pursued in relation to wines, spirits, and teas taken from the wharf to be deposited in stores, as to the 
persons carrying the same to the stores, the superintendence of an inspector on the way, his presence 
when the articles are stored, the safe-keeping of the goods stored, and their removal from the stores; and 
whether there has been any change in the usage in these respects, and when? State what you know on 
these points. 

Answer. I am not. 

Question 5. Do you know anything fraudulently, or illegally, or unusually done in respect to teas 
imported by Edward Thomson, either by officers of the custom-house or others? State what you know. 

Answer. I do not. 

Question 6. Have you any knowledge of the existence of any collusion between any of the custom- 
house officers and Mr. Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, 
indications, or appearances pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you have, state minutely the 
extent of your knowledge. 

Answer. I have not. 

Question T. Do you know of any omission, neglect, or connivance of any officer of the customs, in 
relation to the teas of Mr. Thomson, or in relation to any other business connected with the custom-house ? 
If you do, state the circumstances, including names, times, and places, minutely. 

Answer. I do not. 

Question 8. State any further facts not embraced within the scope of these inquiries which you may 
consider material. 

Answer. I think it proper to state that I have been stationed, in charge of the United States stores 
and in aid of the customs, at the Lazaretto, since the beginning of 1802; hence, I am not conversant with 
ra detail of business in respect of wines, spirits, and teas, as none of these articles have ever been stored 
there. 

DAVID ROSE, Inspector. 


Sworn to before me, this 23d day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 





No. 28. 
Interrogatories to Frederick Shull, Inspector of the Customs. 


Question 1. What is the date of your appointment ? 

Answer. In the year 1799. 

Question 2. Did you, on the arrival of the William Savery, on the 28th February, 1825; of the 
Addison, on the 5th April, 1825; of the Woodrop Sims, on the 13th April, 1825; of the Benjamin Rush, on 
the Ist July, 1825; and of the Thomas Scattergood, on the 2d July, 1825, go on board either of them, and 
place the necessary locks so as to secure the cargo? If so, specify the instances, and say whether you 
remained on board until the arrival of the inspector detailed by the surveyor to superintend the unlading 
dl the vessel. Was everything in regard to the cargo, falling under your notice, correct and according to 
aw ? 
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Answer. I had no charge of the above mentioned vessels; neither was I on board of them. 

Question 3. Had you anything to do with the certificates issued under the 41st section of the collection 
law, and what ? 

Answer. I have not any knowledge of them. 

Question 4. Are you conversant, from your own knowledge or otherwise, with the course usually 
pursued in relation to wines, spirits, and teas taken from the wharves to be deposited in stores, as to the 
person carrying the same to the stores, the superintendence of an inspector on the way, his presence 
when the articles are stored, the safe-keeping of the goods stored, and their removal from the stores; 
whether there has been any change in the usage in these respects, and when? State what you know on 
these points. 

Answer, I have bad teas under my charge in stores taken from the wharf by the owners’ porters, 
ordered them to be stored so that I could count them. After so stored and counted, I then put the locks 
on, agreeably to law. When permitted, I attended to the delivery, and marked them, corresponding with 
date of permits. Wines and spirits I never have stored. The teas were small quantities. I have no 
knowledge of any change from the usual way pursued. I have been stationed at Marcus Hook since the 
year 1810, some time in August, and have had no charge of any vessel in Philadelphia since the above 
date. 

Question 5. Do you know anything fraudulently, or illegally, or unusually done in respect to the teas 
imported by Edward Thomson, either by officers of the custom-house or others? State what you know. 

Answer. I have no knowledge of the fifth question. 

Question 6. Have you any knowledge of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers of 
the custom-house and Mr. Thomson, or any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, 
indications, or appearances pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you have, state minutely the 
extent of your knowledge. 

Answer. I have no knowledge of the sixth question. 

Question 7. Do you know of any omission, neglect, or connivance of any officer of the custom-house 
in relation to the teas of Mr. Thomson, or in relation to any of the business connected with the custom- 
house? If you do, state the circumstances, including names, times, and places, minutely. 

Answer. I know of no facts in relation to the teas of Mr. Thomson, or to the custom-house, or officers, 


DELAWARE County, ss. 


Personally appeared the within named Frederick Shull, esq., and, upon his solemn affirmation, declares 
that the answers to the foregoing interrogatories are true to the best of his knowledge. 
BENJ’N F. THOMPSON, 
Justice of the Peace for said county, Penn. 





No. 29. 


Interrogatories to Mr. Job Whipple, master of the barge. 


Question 1. Did you go on board, and where, and at what time, of the ships William Savary, Addison, 
Woodrop Sims, Benjamin Rush, and Thomas Scattergood, which arrived in the year 1825? 

Answer. I did go on board of these respective vessels on the days of their arrival, all of which were 
boarded between Gloucester Point and this city. 

Question 2. When you so went on board, was any revenue officer on board of them, or either, speci- 
fying which? 

Answer. No revenue officer was on board of either when I boarded them. In explanation, I would 
state to this inquiry that it is my practice to board all vessels when coming up the river, below the city, 
and consequently am the first officer on board. 

Question 3. Was everything in regard to the security of the cargo correct and according to law? 

Answer. After obtaining the necessary papers, it is my practice to leave them for the purpose of 
boarding such other vessels that may be coming up the river at the same time, and consequently never 
remain so long on board as to be present at the arrival of the inspectors, who may have placed their locks 
on either of these specified vessels. 

Question 4. When and where did you leave those vessels? and were the cargoes secured when you 
left them ? 

Answer. I repeat, in answer to this question, my answer to question 3. 

Question 5. Did an inspector of the customs come on board before you left them, or either of them? 
and what was his or their names? 

Answer. No inspector of the customs came on board of either of these vessels before I left them. 

Question 6. Do you know anything fraudulently, or illegally, or unusually done in respect to the teas 
imported by Edward Thomson, either by the officers of the custom-house or others? State what you 
know. 

Answer. I do not. 

Question 7. Have you any knowledge of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers of 
the custom-house and Mr. Edward Thomson, or any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other 
facts, indications, or appearances, pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you have, state minutely 
the extent of your knowledge. 

Answer. I have not. 

Question 8. Do you know of any omission, neglect, or connivance of any officer of the customs in 
relation to the teas of Mr. Thompson, or in relation to any other business connected with the custom- 
house? If you do, state the circumstances, including names, times, and places, minutely. 

Answer. I do not. 

I know of no facts not embraced within the scope of these inquiries that, in my opinion, are material. 

JOB WHIPPLE, 
Inspector in command of the revenue barge. 


Sworn to before me, this 2lst day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 
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No. 30. 


PHILADELPHIA, January 20, 1826. 

Sm: Your note of the 18th instant, with certain interrogatories, was duly received, and I have the 

leasure to submit to you such answers as I have been able to make to them respectively. 

Question 1. Were you engaged in weighing certain teas imported by Edward Thomson in the year 
1825, in the ships William Savary, Addison, Woodrop Sims, Benjamin Rush, and Thomas Scattergood ? 
and in which of these vessels were you so engaged ? 

Answer. The teas (as also cassia) imported by Edward Thomson and others in the ships above named 
were weighed in part by myself, and in part by Messrs. Samuel Ross and George Dannacker, deputy 
weighers. The cargoes of the ships Benjamin Rush and Thomas Scattergood were exclusively weighed 
by myself, and a general superintendence to the weighing of the previous cargoes. 

Question 2. How long were you engaged on each cargo ? 

Answer. To the best of my recollection, from five to eight days. 

Question 3. Were all the teas duly weighed ? 

Answer. They were to the best of our ability. 

Question 4. Was each chest or box’ weighed, or were several weighed together, and an average 
weight taken as that of each chest or box ? 

Answer. If I am to understand the Ist clause of this interrogation to mean “weighed” singly, I 
answer no. A number of packages, being of the same size and quality of teas, were weighed together, 
and the actual gross weight of each particular quality and different size package returned to the 
Collector’s office, from a memorandnm book of the weights of each cargo, as taken on the wharf; a copy 
of one of which is herewith submitted for your information. 

Question 5. Is this the invariable mode practiced at this port? 

Answer. It is, and was the practice of all my predecessors. The office has always considered that 
we were fully justified in pursuing this mode by the provisions contained in the 39th and 58th sections of 
the collection law of March 2, 1799; and more particularly by the 2d section of an act of the same date, 
establishing the compensation of officers employed in the collection of duties, &c., without any regard 
being had to the great loss which the revenue would sustain by pursuing the plan of weighing each 
package singly. 

Question 6. Were the chests and boxes all marked, and by whom were they marked? Were the 
marks made under your direction? If not, under whose direction were they made ? 

Answer. The chests and boxes were all marked previous to weighing; and, to the best of my 
knowledge and belief, agreeably to law, by Charles S. Jackson, esq., deputy inspector or marking officer, 
for the district and port of Philadelphia. With regard to the latter clause of this interrogation, I must 
answer, as weigher of the port of Philadelphia, I have no control over, or directions to give, with regard 
to the marking of teas, there being a particular officer designated by law to perform that duty. 

Question 7. Were any of the chests or boxes removed from the wharf before they were weighed and 
marked ? 

Answer. Not to my knowledge. 

Question 8. How and by whom is the quality of teas ascertained? Were the returns required by the 
72d section of the collection law duly made ? 

Answer. The surveyor of the port is the officer designated by law to ascertain and determine the 
quality of teas, &c. Where any doubt exists, it is the usual practice to take the quality as marked on 
the package. With regard to the cargoes of those vessels named in the first interrogation, to the best of 
my recollection and belief, the returns were made agreeably to the 72d section of the collection law. 

Question 9. Have you any knowledge, if so, state it, of the illegal removal of teas from the wharves 
to places other than the stores in which they should have been deposited, of the state of these stores, and 
of the surreptitious removal of the teas from them ? 

Answer. To the first part of this interrogation I have no knowledge. The stores are considered safe 
and good, being fire-proof. The first intimation which I had of the surreptitious removal of teas by 
Edward Thomson was on the 20th day of November last, on which day I was, in conjunction with 
another officer in the revenue department, detailed to proceed to New York in pursuit of said teas. 

Question 10. I do you know, and if you do, state them, the names of the porters that took these teas 
from the wharves ? 

Answer. I do not know, but believe them to be the same employed by Edward Thomson for several 
years. 

Question 11. Do you know of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers of the 
custom-house and Edward Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, 
indications, or appearances, pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you do, state minutely the 
extent of your knowledge. 

Answer. I have no knowledge on this subject, nor have I ever had even a shadow of suspicion of any 
collusion between any of the officers of the custom-house and Edward Thompson. 

Question 12. Is it within your knowledge that any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of 
law or duty, or any flagrant neglect, have been committed or practiced by any officer or person connected 
with the custom-house ? If so, state them. 

Answer. Same as given to No. 11; and would further add that, of my own knowledge, I know of no 
— neglect having been committed or practiced by any officer or person connected with the custom- 

10use, 

Question 18. State any further facts, not embraced within the scope of the inquiries, which may, in 
your opinion, furnish useful information respecting the recent frauds committed on the revenue. 

Answer. I am not aware that I possess any other facts than what are contained in my answers to 
interrogatories Nos. 9, 10, 11, and 12. As the interrogatories Nos. 1 and 8 relate particularly to the 
discharge of my official duties, I have endeavored to be somewhat full and explicit. 

J. STEELE, Jr., Weigher. 

SamueL H. Smiru, Esq. 


Sworn to before me, this 23d day of January, 1826. 


WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 
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Inward, July 1, 1825—Benjamin Rush, Barden, from Canton. 
EDWARD THOMSON. 


E. T.—3,420 quarter chests Hyson Skin. 








16 11 2 18 16 11 3 14 16 11 3 — 
16 11 2 21 16 11 3 T 16 11 3 21 
16 11 3 —_ 16 11 3 — 16 11 3 21 
16 11 3 7 16 11 2 21 16 14 - 11 
16 11 3 11 16 11 3 — 16 12 - 11 
16 11 2 21 16 11 3 — 16 11 3 11 
16 11 2 21 16 11 3 14 16 12 - 7 
16 11 3 — 16 1] 3 16 12 - 4 
16 11 3 a 16 11 3 — 16 12 ~ 1 
16 11 3 4 16 11 3 14 16 12 - 7 
16 11 3 4 16 1] 3 14 16 11 3 14 
16 11 2 24 16 11 3 7 16 11 3 21 
16 11 3 — 16 11 3 7 16 11 3 25 
18 13 ~ 18 16 11 3 21 16 11 3 7 
16 11 2 14 16 11 3 14 16 1] 3 14 
16 11 2 14 16 11 3 14 16 11 3 21 
16 11 2 7 16 11 3 14 16 11 3 7 
16 1] 2 11 16 12 - — 16 11 3 11 
16 11 2 25 16 12 - od 16 11 3 — 
16 11 2 18 16 11 3 14 16 11 2 21 
16 11 2 21 16 11 3 14 16 11 2 21 
16 11 2 21 16 11 3 14 16 11 3 — 
16 11 2 25 16 11 3 7 16 1] 3 11 
16 11 3 a 16 11 2 7 16 11 3 7 
16 11 3 4 16 11 3 _ 16 11 3 7 
16 11 3 14 19 14 - T 16 11 3 14 
16 11 3 11 16 12 - — 16 11 3 21 
16 11 3 11 16 12 - — 16 11 3 _- 
16 11 3 11 16 11 3 14 16 1] 3 7 
16 11 3 7 16 11 3 T 16 11 3 7 
16 11 3 a 16 1] 3 14 16 11 3 11 
16 11 3 21 16 11 3 T 16 11 2 11 
16 11 3 14 20 14 3 21 5 3 2 1] 
16 11 3 25 16 12 - -- 16 11 3 a 
16 11 3 25 16 11 3 21 16 11 3 18 
16 11 3 os: 16 11 3 21 16 11 3 7 
16 11 3 i 16 12 - os 16 11 3 14 
16 11 3 14 16 12 - 7 16 11 3 —- 
16 11 3 14 16 11 3 21 16 11 3 — 
16 11 3 a 16 11 3 21 16 11 3 1 
16 11 2 24 16 11 3 7 16 11 2 21 
16 11 2 26 16 11 3 21 16 11 3 7 
16 11 3 — 16 11 3 21 16 11 3 14 
16 11 3 7 16 12 - — 16 1] 3 14 
16 11 2 14 16 11 3 21 16 11 3 4 
16 11 2 14 16 11 3 21 16 11 3 — 
16 11 3 14 16 11 3 14 16 11 3 —_ 
16 11 3 21 16 11 3 25 16 11 3 = 
16 11 2 21 16 11 3 21 16 11 3 7 
16 11 3 — 16 12 - -- 16 11 2 24 
16 12 - a 16 11 3 21 16 11 2 14 
5 3 1 21 16 11 3 21 16 11 2 14 
16 11 3 21 16 11 3 11 16 11 3 a 
16 11 3 T 16 11 3 25 16 11 3 — 
16 11 3 — 16 11 3 11 16 11 3 — 
16 11 3 21 16 11 3 14 16 11 3 11 
16 11 3 7 16 11 3 T 16 11 3 11 
16 21 3 7 16 11 3 —— 16 11 3 11 
16 11 3 14 16 11 3 7 16 11 3 7 
16 11 3 14 16 11 3 7 16 11 3 7 
16 11 3 7 16 11 3 — 16 11 2 18 
16 11 3 14 16 11 3 cod 16 11 2 21 
16 11 3 7 16 11 3 — 16 11 3 T 
16 11 3 7 16 11 3 — 16 11 2 21 
16 11 3 7 16 11 2 24 16 11 3 T 
16 11 3 — 16 11 2 24 16 11 3 7 
16 11 3 14 16 11 2 24 16 11 3 21 
16 11 3 14 16 11 2 21 16 11 3 14 
16 11 3 14 16 11 2 24 6 4 1 11 
16 11 3 4 16 11 3 — 

16 11 3 14 16 11 3 — 3420 2526 1 11 
16 11 3 14 16 11 3 — 

16 11 3 14 16 11 3 _ Draft 1490. 
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1826. ] 
EDWARD THOMSON. 
E. T.—629 quarter chests Tonkey Hyson Skin. 

1 0 3 21 14 12 1 14 14 12 2 21 
14 12 1 7 12 10 2 7 14 12 2 14 
14 12 1 21 14 12 2 21 14 12 3 — 
14 12 1 14 14 12 2 21 14 12 3 — 
14 12 1 T 14 12 2 21 14 12 2 25 
15 13 1 a 14 12 3 —~ 14 12 2 25 
14 12 1 17 14 12 3 -- 14 12 2 25 
14 12 1 17 14 12 3 — 12 1l 3 7 
14 12 1 17 14 12 2 14 14 12. 2 — 
14 12 1 14 14 12 2 14 14 12 1 14 
14 12 1 14 14 12 2 21 12 10 2 7 
14 12 1 7 12 12 2 21 15 13 2 14 
14 12 1 14 14 12 2 14 2 1 3 oe 
14 12 1 14 14 12 2 14 
14 12 1 11 14 12 2 14 629 564 2 4 
14 12 1 -— 14 12 3 _— 

14 12 1 14 14 12 3 7 Draft 317. 

EDWARD THOMSON. 
E. T.—826 quarter chests Young Hyson. 

14 13 2 11 14 13 1 11 14 13 1 21 
12 11 2 25 14 13 2 14 14 13 1 21 
14 13 ~ 18 14 14 — 14 13 1 T 
14 13 - 18 14 14 ~ a 14 13 2 14 
14 13 - 18 14 14 - 14 14 13 1 1 
14 13 1 4 14 13 2 14 13 2 11 
14 13 1 4 14 13 3 14 14 13 3 T 
14 13 - 18 14 13 2 7 14 13 3 — 
14 13 1 — 14 13 2 4 14 13 2 7 

7 6 2 7 14 13 3 — 14 13 2 21 
14 13 3 —- 14 13 2 14 14 13 2 —_ 
14 13 3 7 14 13 1 21 14 13 - 21 
14 13 2 21 14 13 1 —~ 14 13 1 7 
14 13 1 21 14 13 1 7 14 13 1 a 
14 13 1 14 14 13 1 — 14 13 2 11 
14 13 2 7 14 12 2 7 14 13 3 7 
l4 13 1 14 14 13 3 a 14 13 3 11 
14 13 1 21 14 13 3 25 9 8 2 8 
14 13 ~ 21 14 13 2 11 
14 13 1 7 14 13 3 —— 826 798 - 12 
14 13 1 7 14 13 3 21 Draft 414. 

EDWARD THOMSON. 
Each 5-catty. 
T.—40 qr. chests Yg. Hyson. K. T.—632 boxes Gunpowder. K. T.—10 qr. chests Hyson. 

1 1 ~ —_ 71 5 3 7 9 6 2 11 
14 13 1 14 114 9 1 7 11 0 3 — 
14 13 1 21 118 9 2 11 
11 10 2 14 116 9 1 14 10 7 1 11 

116 9 1 21 
40 38 1 21 51 4 ~ 11 Draft 4. 
45 3 2 21 
Draft 22. 
631 51 1 8 


Draft 28. 1 short. 
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Each 10-catty. EDWARD THOMSON. Each 10-catty. 
E. T.—500 boxes Gunpowder. B. R.—1,600 matts Cassia. KE. T.—500 boxes Imperial. 
3 0 1 24 9 — — 56 9 - 7 
60 9 2 4 9 — — 55 8 3 18 
60 9 2 7 9 — ~- 12 1 3 18 
60 9 2 11 9 a = 65 10 1 25 
65 10 1 21 9 a -- 70 11 1 7 
64 10 - 25 9 — a= 68 10 3 14 
62 9 38 18 9 oo a 74 11 3 14 
65 10 1 14 9 — —_ 72 11 2 7 
61 9 2 25 9 — - 28 4 1 24 
9 me — 
500 719 8 9 5 — -- 500 80 1 22 
Draft 41. 95 a — Draft 49. 
Draft 44. 1 in dispute. 
Each 5-catty. Peter Macxir.—Each 15-catty. Each 20-catty. 
E. T.—632 boxes Imperial. T.--8 boxes Souchong. T.—4 boxes Hyson Chulan. 
63 5 - 14 T 1 3 10 4 1 1 22 
82 6 2 25 1 0 1 4 
90 7 1 14 Draft 2. 
116 9 2 a 8 2 ~ 14 
121 9 3 21 

97 T 3 21 Draft 2. 

62 5 ~ 11 
631 51 2 22 

Draft 28. 
10-catty. 10-catty. 

R. #.—1 box H. Chulan. 1 Laq. Tea Caddy Young Hyson. 1 box Souchong. 

1 0 0 17 1 0 0 14 1 0 0 23 
JoHN CiaypoLe.—10-calty. Levi Barpin.—10-catty. 15-catty. 
J.C.—1 box Gunpowder. L. B.—2 boxes Hyson. 2 boxes Souchong. 

1 0 0 17 2 0 1 4 2 0 2 11 





No. 31. 
Deposition of Samuel Ross, Deputy Weigher, January 24, 1826. 


Question 1. Were you engaged in weighing certain teas imported by Edward Thomson, in the year 
1825, in the ships William Savery, Addison, Woodrop Sims, Benjamin Rush, and Thomas Scattergood, and 
in which of these vessels were you engaged ? 

Answer. In the ship Woodrop Sims. 

Question 2. How long were you engaged on each cargo ? 

Answer. From six to eight days at the ship Woodrop Sims, and the others occasionally. 

Question 3. Were all the teas duly weighed ? 

Answer. They were. 

Question 4. Was each chest or box weighed, or were several weighed together, and an average weight 
taken as that of each chest or box? 

Answer. To the first clause of the question I answer no. A number of packages of the same size and 
quality of teas were weighed together, and the gross weight and sized packages returned to the Collector’s 
office. 

Question 5. Is this the invariable mode practiced at this port? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question 6. Were the chests and boxes all marked, and by whom were they marked; were the marks 
made under your direction; if not, under whose direction were they made ? 

Answer. They were all marked, previous to their being weighed, by Charles 8. Jackson, appointed for 
that purpose for the district and port of Philadelphia. 

Question 7. Were any of the chests or boxes removed from the wharf before they were weighed and 
marked ? 

Answer, Not to my knowledge. 

Question 8.. How and by whom is the quality of the tea ascertained? Were the returns required by 
the 72d section of the collection law duly made ? 

Answer. The surveyor of the port is the officer to ascertain the quality of teas where any doubt 
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exists, but it is usual to take the quality that is marked on the packages in China. The returns of 
weights and quality are made according to law. 

Question 9. Have you any knowledge, if so, state it, of the illegal removal of teas from wharves to 
other than the stores in which they ought to have been deposited; of the state of those stores, and of the 
surreptitious removal of teas from them ? 

Answer. I have no knowledge of anything that relates to illegal removal of teas from the wharves, or 
of being taken to other stores not appointed for their reception, or any surreptitious removal from stores. 

= 10. Do you know, and if you do, state, the names of the porters that took the teas from the 
wharves { 

Answer. I do not know. 

Question 11. Do you know of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers of the custom- 
house and Edward Thomson, or any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, indications, 
or appearances pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you do, state the extent of your knowledge. 

Answer. I have not any knowledge of anything contained in the 11th question. 

Question 12. Is it within your knowledge that any frauds, collusions, or connivances in violation of 
law or duty, or any flagrant neglect, have been committed or practiced by any officer or person connected 
with the custom-house? If so, state them. 

My answers for the 12th and 13th interrogatories are, I do not know. 


I am, sir, with great respect, your humble servant, 
SAMUEL ROSS, Deputy Weigher. 


Affirmed to before me, this 24th day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 





No. 32. 
Deposition of Robert A. Patton, Deputy Weigher, January 23, 1826. 


Question 1. Were you engaged in weighing certain teas imported by Edward Thomson, in the year 
1825, in the ships William Savery, Addison, Woodrop Sims, Benjamin Rush, and Thomas Scattergood, 
and in which of these vessels were you so engaged ? 

Answer. My appointment to the office of deputy weigher having been several months subsequent to 
the arrival of all of those vessels, I was, of course, not engaged weighing the teas imported by Edward 
Thomson in any of them. 

Question 2. How long were you engaged on each cargo? 

Answer. I was not at all engaged with them, or either of them. 

Question 3. Were all the teas duly weighed ? 

Answer. I do not know, for the reason assigned in my answer to question Ist. 

Question 4. Was each chest or box weighed, or were several weighed together, and an average 
weight taken as that of each chest or box? 

Answer. I do not know, for the reason assigned in my answer to question Ist. 

Question 5. Is this the invariable mode practiced at this port ? 

Answer. So far as my limited observation enables me to state, the mode practiced at this port is, to 
actually weigh the whole number of packages, weighing several together at each draft, and to return the 
aggregate weight of the whole number thus weighed at a draft. 

Question 6. Were the chests and boxes all marked, and by whom were they marked ; were the marks 
made under your direction; if not, under whose direction were they made ? 

Answer. I do not know whether the chests and boxes were marked or not, nor by whom, if marked, 
they were marked. The marks were not made under my direction. I do not know under whose direction 
they were made. 

Question 7. Were any of the chests or boxes removed from the wharf before they were weighed and 
marked ? 

Answer. I do not know whether any of the chests or boxes were so removed, for the reason assigned 
in my answer to question Ist. 

Question 8. How and by whom is the quality of teas ascertained; were the returns required by the 
12d section of the collection law duly made? 

Answer. To both of these queries I answer I do not know, for the reason assigned in my answer to 
question 1st; together with there having but one cargo of teas arrived since my appointment, and with 
which I was not engaged. 

Question 9. Have you any knowledge, if so, state it, of the illegal removal of teas from the wharves 
to places other than the stores in which they should have been deposited; of the state of those stores, and 
of the surreptitious removal of teas from them? 

Answer. I have no knowledge of any such illegal removal of teas from the wharves; of the state of 
the stores, nor of the surreptitious removal of teas from them. 

Question 10. Do you know, and if you do, state them, the names of the porters that took those teas 
from the wharves ? 

Answer. I do not know. 

Question 11. Do you know of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers of the custom- 
house and Edward Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, indications, 
= appearances pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you do, state minutely the extent of your 

nowledge. 

aii. I know of no such collusion, connexion, or intimacy, nor of any facts, indications, or 
appearances pointing to just suspicions on this head. 

Question 12. Is it within your knowledge that any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of 
law or duty, or any flagrant neglect, have been committed or practiced by any officer or person connected 
with the custom-house? If so, state them. 

Answer. I have no knowledge of any such frauds, collusions, connivances, or neglect. 
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Question 13. State any further facts, not embraced within the scope of these inquiries, which may, in 
your opinion, furnish useful information respecting the recent frauds committed on the revenue. 
Answer. No such facts are within my knowledge as can furnish useful information respecting the 


itted on the revenue. 
recent frauds commi on ROBERT A. PATTON. 


beft , this 23d day of January, 1826. 
ciaaiadeiaiiiiaia : ‘ WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 





No. 33. 
Deposition of George Dannacker, Deputy Weigher. 


Question 1. Were you engaged in weighing certain teas imported by Edward Thomson, in the year 
1825, in the ships William Savary, Addison, Woodrop Sims, Benjamin Rush, and Thomas Scattergood; 
and in which of these vessels were you so engaged ? 

Answer. The teas and cassia imported by Edward Thomson and others in the ships William Savary, 
Addison, and Woodrop Sims, were weighed, in part, by myself, and in part by Messrs. Samuel Ross and 
John Steele, junior. 

Question 2. How long were you engaged on each cargo? 

Answer. From six to eight days. 

Question 3. Were all the teas duly weighed ? 

Answer. They were. 

Question 4. Was each chest or box weighed, or were several weighed together, and an average 
weight taken as that of each chest or box ? 

Answer. To the first clause of the interrogation I answer no. A number of packages of the same 
size and same quality of teas were weighed together, and the gross weight of each particular quality and 
different sized package returned to the Collector’s office. 

Question 5. Is this the invariable mode practiced at this port? 

Answer. It is. 

Question 6. Were the chests and boxes all marked, and by whom were they marked; were the marks 
made under your direction; if not, under whose direction were they made ? 

Answer. They were all marked, previous to weighing, by Charles S. Jackson, marking officer for the 
district and port of Philadelphia. To the latter clause of the interrogation I answer, I have no control 
over, nor have I any direction to give to the marking of teas. 

Question 7. Were any of the chests or boxes removed from the wharf before they were weighed and 
marked ? 

Answer. To my knowledge, not any. 

Question 8. How and by whom is the quality of teas ascertained; were the returns required by the 
72d section of the collection law duly made? 

Answer. The surveyor of the port is the officer to ascertain the quality of teas when any doubt 
exists. It is usual to take the quality as marked on the package; the returns of weights and quality 
were made according to law. 

Question 9. Have you any knowledge, if so, state it, of the illegal removal of teas from the wharves 
to places other than the stores in which they should have been deposited; of the state of those stores, and 
of the surreptitious removal of the teas from them ? 

Answer. I have no knowledge of any illegal removal of teas from the wharves, nor of any surreptitious 
removal of the teas from the stores. The stores appear to be in good order and fire-proof. 

Question 10. Do you know, and if you do, state them, the names of the porters that took the teas from 
the wharves ? 

Answer. I do not know, but I believe them to be the same ones that have been employed for several 

ears. 
Question 11. Do you know of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers of the custom- 
house and Edward Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, indications, 
or appearances pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you do, state minutely the extent of your 
knowledge. 

Answer. I have no knowledge of any collusion, close intimacy, or connexion between Edward Thomson 
and any of the officers of the custom-house, nor have I any suspicions of any. 

Question 12. Is it within your knowledge that any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of 
law or duty, or any flagrant neglect, have been committed or practiced by any officer or person connected 
with the custom-house? If so, state them. 

Answer. To this interrogation I give the same answer as to No. 11. And as to my knowledge, I 
ane of no flagrant neglect having been practiced by any officer or person belonging to the custom- 

ouse. 

Question 13. State any further facts, not embraced within the scope of these inquiries, which may, 
in your opinion, furnish useful information respecting the recent frauds committed on the revenue? 

Answer. I am not aware that I possess any facts in relation to the recent frauds committed than arc 


contained in my answers to the interrogations. 
GEORGE DANNACKER, Deputy Weigher. 
PHILADELPHIA, January 21, 1826. 


Sworn to before me, this 23d day of January, 1826. 


WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 
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No. 34. 


Deposition of Joseph Abbot, Measurer. 


PHILADELPHIA, January 20, 1826. 


Sm: The following are my answers to your interrogatories as you requested: 

Question 1. Have you any knowledge, if so, state it, of the illegal removal of teas from the wharves 
to places other than the stores in which they should have been deposited; of the state of those stores, 
and of the surreptitious removal of teas from them ? 

Answer. I have no such knowledge. 

Question 2. Do you know of the existence of any collusion between the officers of the custom-house 
and Edward Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, indications, 
or appearances pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you do, state minutely the extent of your 
knowledge. 

Answer. I know of none. 

Question 3, Is it within your knowledge that any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of 
law or duty, or any flagrant neglect, have been committed or practiced by any officer or person connected 
with the custom-house? If so, state it. 

Answer. I have no knowledge of any such thing. I am not acquainted with any facts which might 
furnish useful information on the subject of the recent frauds committed on the revenue. 

Yours, respectfully, 
JOSEPH ABBOT, Measurer. 

Mr. S. H. Sars. 


PHILADELPHIA County, 8s. 


On the 20th January, 1826, before me, one of the justices of the peace in and for the county afore- 
said, came Joseph Abbot, who, being duly sworn according to law, did depose and say that the answers 
made by him to the foregoing interrogatories are true, to the best of his knowledge and belief. 

JOSEPH ABBOT. 

Sworn before me. 


WILLIAM MOULDER, Justice of the Peace. 





No. 35. 
Deposition of John Scott, Measurer. 


Question 1. Have you any knowiedge, if so, state it, of the illegal removal of teas from the wharves 
to places other than the stores in which they should have been deposited; of the state of those stores, 
and of the surreptitious removal of teas from them? 

Answer. I have no knowledge of the above. 

Question 2. Do you know of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers of the custom- 
house and Edward Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, indica- 
tions, or appearances pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you do, state minutely the extent of 
your knowledge. 

Answer. 1 have no knowledge of the above. 

Question 3. Is it within your knowledge that any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of 
law or duty, or any flagrant neglect, have been committed or practiced by any officer or person connected 
with the custom-house? If so, state them. 

Answer. I have no knowledge of the above. 

Question 4. State any further facts, not embraced within the scope of these inquiries, which may, in 
your opinion, furnish useful information respecting the recent frauds committed on the revenue. 

Answer. I have no knowledge that would lead to any discovery as tending to the above inter- 
rogatories. 


JOHN SCOTT. 
Sworn and subscribed before me, this 21st day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 





No. 36. 


Interrogations to James B. Scott, Measurer. 


Question. Have you any knowledge, if so, state it, of the illegal removal of teas from the wharves to 
places other than the stores in which they should have been deposited; of the state of those stores, and of 
the surreptitious removal of teas from them ? 

Answer. I have no knowledge of the above. 

Question. Do you know of the existence of any collusion between the officers of the custom-house 
and Edward Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, indications, 
or appearances pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you do, state minutely the extent of your 
knowledge. 

Answer. I have no knowledge of the above. : 

Question. Is it within your knowledge that any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of 
law or duty, or any flagrant neglect, have been committed or practiced by any officer or person connected 
with the custom-house? If so, state them. 
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Answer. I have no knowledge of the above. a, 
Question. State any further facts, not embraced within the scope of these inquiries, which may, in 


your opinion, furnish useful information respecting the recent frauds committed on the revenue. 
Answer. I have no knowledge of any of the above questions. 
JAS. B. SCOTT. 
Sworn and subscribed before me, one of the aldermen of the city. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 
PuiLapELPHia, January 20, 1826. 





No. 37. 
Interrogatories to Samuel L. Palmer, Measurer. 


Question. Have you any knowledge, if so, state it, of the illegal removal of teas from the wharves to 
places other than the stores in which they should have been deposited; of the state of those stores, and of 
the surreptitious removal of teas from them ? 

Answer. I have no knowledge of the stores, neither have I any knowledge of the removal of the teas. 

Question. Do you know of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers of the custom- 
house and Edward Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, indica- 
tions, or appearances pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you do, state minutely the extent of 
your knowledge. 

Answer. Nothing has come to my knowledge in relation to these inquiries. 

Question. Is it within your knowledge that any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of 
law or duty, or any flagrant neglect, have been committed or practiced by any officer or person connected 
with the custom-house? If so, state them. 

Answer. None of these things are within my knowledge. 

Question. State any further facts, not embraced within the scope of these inquiries, which may, in 
your opinion, furnish useful information respecting the recent frauds committed on the revenue. 

Answer. I know of no further facts in relation to the foregoing inquiries. 


City oF PHILADELPHIA, Ss. 

Personally appeared before me, the subscriber, one of the aldermen of said city, Samuel L. Palmer, 
who, being duly sworn according to law, doth depose and say that the answers given by him to the fore- 
going questions are true, to the best of his knowledge and belief. 

SAML. L. PALMER. 


Sworn and subscribed before me, this 23d day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 





No. 38. 
Interrogatories addressed to Robert Milnor, Gauger, by Samuel H. Smith, Esq., with his answers thereto. 


Question 1. Have you any knowledge, if so, state it, of the illegal removal of teas from the wharves 
to places other than the stores in which they should have been deposited; of the state of those stores, and 
of the surreptitious removal of teas from them? 

Answer. My answer to the questions comprehended in the preceding interrogatory is in the negative, 
except from hearsay. 

Question 2. Do you know of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers of the custom- 
house and Edward Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, indica- 
tions, or appearances pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you do, state minutely the extent of 
your knowledge. 

Answer. I do not know of any collusion, connexion, or intimacy between any of the officers of the 
custom-house and Edward Thomson existing at any time, nor had I ever cause of suspicion in this 
respect. 

: Question 3. Is it within your knowledge that any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of 
law or duty, or any flagrant neglects, have been committed or practiced by any officer or person connected 
with the custom-house? If so, state them. 

Answer. I have no knowledge whatever on this head, or my obligation and sense of duty would have 
impelled me to give information to the Collector. 

Question 4. State any further facts, not embraced within the scope of these inquiries, which may, in 
your opinion, furnish useful information respecting the recent frauds committed on the revenue. 

Answer. I have no personal knowledge of any facts concerning the recent frauds upon the revenue 
except those derived from general undenied report and belief. 

ROBERT MILNOR. 


Affirmed to before me, this 23d day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 





No. 39. 
Deposition of Charles S. Jackson, Marker. 


Question 1. Were you engaged in marking certain teas imported by Edward Thomson, in the year 
1825, in the ships William Savery, Addison, Woodrop Sims, Benjamin Rush, and Thomas Scattergood; 
and in which of these vessels were you so engaged? 


























1826. | FRAUDS UPON THE REVENUE LAWS. 








Answer. I marked all the teas imported in the year 1825 in the above mentioned ships. 

Question 2. Were all the boxes and chests of teas duly marked ? 

Answer. All the teas were marked. 

Question 3. Were any of the chests or boxes removed from the wharf before they were marked? 

Answer. None. 

Question 4. Have you any knowledge, if so, state it, of the illegal removal of teas from the wharves 
to places other than the stores in which they should have been deposited; of the state of those stores, and 
of the surreptitious removal of the teas from them? ; 

Answer. I have no such knowledge. 

Question 5. Do you know, and if you do, state them, the names of the porters that took those teas 
from the wharves ? 

Answer. I do not know their names. 

Question 6. Do you know of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers of the custom- 
house and Edward Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, indica- 
tions, or appearances pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you do, state minutely the extent of 
your knowledge. 

Answer. I have no knowledge or suspicion of any collusion or close intimacy between any officer or 
officers or any other person belonging to the custom-house and Edward Thomson. 

Question T. Is it within your knowledge that any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of 
law or duty, or any flagrant neglect, have been committed or practiced by any officer or person connected 
with the custom-house? If so, state them. 

Answer. It is not within my knowledge. 

Question 8. State any further facts, not embraced within the scope of these inquiries, which may, in 
your opinion, furnish useful information respecting the recent fraud committed on the revenue. 

Answer. I have no information of facts not embraced within the preceding inquiries; nor have I any 
knowledge or suspicion of anything relating thereto but what I have already made answer to. 
CHARLES S. JACKSON, Deputy Inspector and Marker. 


Sworn to before me, this 20th day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 
Samuet H. Swirx, Esq. 





No. 40. 
Deposition of John Kern, Deputy Collector. 


Question. Have you any knowledge, if so, state it, of the illegal removal of teas from the wharves 
to places other than the stores in which they should have been deposited; of the state of those stores, and 
of the surreptitious removal of teas from store? 

Answer. All the knowledge I possess of the illegal removal of teas from the wharves to places other 
than the stores into which they should have been deposited, and their surreptitious removal from store, 
was unknown to and unsuspected by me until after Edward Thomson’s failure. Of the state of the 
stores in question I am ignorant, never having been in the inside of them. 

Question. Do you know of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers of the custom- 
house and Edward Thomson, or any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, indications, 
or appearances pointing to just suspicions on this head? If yuu do, state minutely the extent of your 
knowledge. 

Answer. I do not; if I did, it would be my duty to state the same to the Collector. 

Question. Is it within your knowledge that any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of law 
or duty, or any flagrant neglect, have been committed or practiced by any officer or persons connected 
with the custom-house? If so, state them. 

Answer. That the requisites of the law providing for the storing of wines, spirits, and teas, have 
not been fully complied with on the part of the inspectors is admitted by the inspectors, and also by the 
surveyor; but, as represented by them, the omission has arisen from the defects of the law, and, so 
far as I can form an opinion, I believe that may be the fact. I have no knowledge that any frauds, 
collusions, or connivances, in violation of law or duty, have been committed or practiced by any officer or 
person connected with the custom-house. Had any such occurrences come to my knowledge it would 
have been communicated to the Collector. I am uninformed of any flagrant neglect having been 
committed or practiced by any officer or person connected with the custom-house, unless the admission, 
as stated in the first part of this answer, should be considered as such neglect. 

Question. State any further facts, not embraced within the scope of these inquiries, which may, in 
your opinion, furnish useful information respecting the recent frauds committed on the revenue ? 

Answer. All the information respecting the recent frauds committed on the revenue I have reported 
to the Collector as the same came to my knowledge. To obtain information that might be useful, I had 
occasion to call frequently at Edward Thomson’s counting-house; several times at the request of the 
Collector; once accompanied by Thomas Stewart, on his return from New York, where he had been 
despatched as an agent for the recovery of some of the teas; once accompanied by Thomas Ashmead, 
clerk in the office; several times in company with Andrew Jackson, inspector; and on several occasions 
alone. I have also been at Mr. Ingersoll’s office, where Edward Thomson and some of his clerks were; 
and this at Mr. Ingersoll’s request, accompanied by the aforesaid Thomas Stewart; on all these occasions 
more or less useful information was obtained, especially so in regard to the missing teas. And the result 
has proved of importance, in enabling the officers and others employed on the occasion to trace them to 
such places where they had been sent to, and the circumstances under which they were held; as also to 
remove all doubts of the surreptitious removal of some, Edward Thomson having furnished me with a 
list, subscribed to by himself, of such as had been shipped to other ports of the United States, which had 
not been entered and bonded. A letter addressed to Andrew Jackson, by C. Mackie, was also obtained, 
which explained particularly the mode practiced to obtain possession of those teas, &c.; and two letters 

from persons at New York, in which they acknowledged holding possession of certain teas imported by 
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E. Thomson, and on which they had made advances. The list and letters mentioned have been shown to 
Samuel H. Smith, Esq., and the letter to Andrew Jackson was put into his possession; cancelled bills of 
sales for E. Thomson’s different ships. The interrogatories put to the Collector, and his answers thereto 
I have read. The answers correspond with what I believe to be true. I do not recollect any other cir- 
cumstances which might furnish useful information respecting the recent frauds committed on the revenue, 
My knowledge of the circumstance communicated to the Collector in respect to E. Thomson’s bonds, ag 
noted in the fourth answer of the Collector, was obtained on the day of E. Thomson’s failure, (and imme- 
diately made known to the Collector,) from the clerk at the bonding desk, Mr. David Gibson. 
JOHN KERN, Deputy Collector. 


Sworn and subscribed, this 24th day of January, 1826, before me. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 





No, 41. 
Deposition of Richard L. Howell, Clerk. 


Question 1. Have you any knowledge, if so, state it, of the illegal removal of teas from the wharves 
to places other than the stores in which they should have been deposited; of the state of those stores, and 
of the surreptitious removal of teas from them ? 

Answer. I have no personal knowledge of the illegal removal of any teas from the wharves to places 
other than the stores; neither of the state of the stores, nor of the surreptitious removal of teas from 
them. 
Question 2. Do you know of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers of the 
custom-house and Edward Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, 
indications, or appearances pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you do, state minutely the extent 
of your knowledge. 

Answer. I know of nothing that would in the least criminate any individual of the custom-house by 
the slightest suspicion of any collusion or connexion with Edward Thomson in his late illegal trans- 
actions. 

Question 3. Is it within your knowledge that any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of 
law or duty, or any flagrant neglect, have been committed or practiced by any officer or person connected 
with the custom-house? If so, state them. 

Answer. I refer you to my answer to the second interrogatory, so far as it relates to collusion on the 
part of any officers of the custom-house with Edward Thomson. The late exposure of frauds committed 
on the revenue by Edward Thomson induces a belief that there must have been an omission of duty some- 
where, or a great deficiency in the law. I have no personal knowledge of the former, whereby I could 
give any information on that head. 

Question 4. State any further facts, not embraced within the scope of these inquiries, which may, in 
your opinion, furnish useful information respecting the recent frauds committed on the revenue ? 

Answer. I can add nothing from personal knowledge that would, in the least, elucidate to you the 
singular success of Edward Thomson’s late fraud practiced upon the revenue. My duties are altogether 
confined within doors; and as his operations have been directed to illegally removing from the public 
stores the teas in question, which the law places under the particular charge of another department, I 
have no knowledge of particulars in the way of my business, and am, therefore, utterly ignorant of cir- 
cumstances, further than what is in common with the community at large, and can give no information 
that should be the result of personal knowledge on the subject. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD H. HOWELL. 


Cottector’s Orrice, Philadelphia, January 23, 1826. 


Sworn to before me, this 23d day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 


Samven H. Ssru, Esq., Mansion House. 





No, 42. 


PHILADELPHIA, January 20, 1826. 


Sir: I received your letter of the 18th instant, and, in compliance therewith, transmit a copy of the 


“interrogatories,” with an answer to cach question. 


I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS F. VALLETTE. 


Interrogatories to Thomas I’. Vallette, Clerk. 


Question 1. Have you any knowledge, if so, state it, of the illegal removal of teas from the wharves 
to places other than the stores in which they should have been deposited; of the state of those stores, 
and of the surreptitious removal of teas from them? 

Answer. I am not in possession of any knowledge relating to the illegal removal of teas from the 
wharves to any place or places whatever, neither do I know anything of the state of the said stores, nor 
of any surreptitious removal of teas from them. 

Question 2. Do you know of the existence of any collusion between any officer of the custom-house 
and Edward Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, indications, 
or appearances pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you do, state minutely the extent of your 
knowledge. 
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Answer. I am totally ignorant of any collusion whatever existing between any officer of the customs, 
or of any connexion or intimacy with Edward Thomson, or of any facts, indications, or appearances, 
which would justify any suspicions of such connexion or intimacy. . 

Question 3. Is it within your knowledge that any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of 
law or duty, or any flagrant neglect, have been committed or practiced by any officer or person connected 
with the custom-house ? If so, state them. 

Answer. I have no knowledge of any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of law, duty, or 
any neglect having been committed or practiced, by any person or persons connected with the customs. 

Question 4. State any further facts not embraced within the scope of these inquiries, which may, in 
your opinion, furnish useful information respecting the recent frauds committed on the revenue. 

Answer. In conclusion, I would state distinctly that I know of no facts which would furnish any 
information respecting the frauds committed on the revenue. 


The 23d day of January, A. D, 1826, before me the subscriber, one of the justices of the peace in 
and for the county of Philadelphia, personally came and appeared Thomas F. Vallette, of the city of 
Philadelphia, one of the clerks in the custom-house of the said city, and on oath did depose and say, that 
the answers to the above interrogatories are true to the best of his knowledge and belief, and further 
saith not. 

THOMAS F. VALLETTE. 


Sworn and subscribed before me, the day and year above written. 
Witness my hand and seal. 
WILLIAM MOULDER. 





No. 43. 
Interrogatories to Robert Steele, Clerk. 


Question. Have you any knowledge, if so, state it, of the illegal removal of teas from the wharves 
to places other than the stores in which they should have been deposited, of the state of those stores, 
and of the surreptitious removal of teas from them ? 

Answer. As to the illegal or surreptitious removal of teas from the wharves or stores in which they 
should have been deposited, or as to the state, or situation of those stores, I have no personal knowledge. 

Question. Do you know of the existence of any collusion between the officers of the custom-house 
and Edward Thomson, or of any connexion, or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, indications, 
or appearances, pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you do, state minutely the extent of your 
knowledge. 

iene. I have no knowledge as to the existence of any collusion between the officers of the custom- 
house and Edward Thomson, or of any connexion, or close intimacy with him, or any facts, indications, or 
appearances, pointing to just suspicions on this head. 

(VJuestion. Is it within your knowledge that any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of law 
or duty, or any flagrant neglect, have been committed or practiced by any officer or person connected with 
the custom-house? If so, state them. 

Answer. Of the matter contained in this interrogatory I have no knowledge. 

Question, State any further facts, not embraced within the scope of these inquiries, which may, in 
your opinion, furnish useful information respecting the recent frauds committed on the revenue ? 

Answer. I know of no facts that, in my opinion, can furnish any useful information respecting the 
recent frauds committed on the revenue. 

ROBERT STEELE. 


Sworn to before me, this 26th day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 





No. 44. 
Interrogatories to Charles G. Triechel, Clerk. 


Question. Have you any knowledge, if so, state it, of the illegal removal of teas from the wharves to 
places other than the stores in which they should have been deposited, of the state of those stores, and of 
the surreptitious removal of teas from them ? 

Answer. I have no personal knowledge of anything appertaining to the above question. 

Question. Do you know of the existence of any collusion between the officers of the custom-house and 
Edward Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, indications, or 
_—* pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you do, state minutely the extent of your 

nowledge. 

dune. I have no knowledge of any collusion between the officers of the custom-house and Edward 
Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or of any facts, indications, or appearances 
pointing to just suspicions on this head. 

Question. Is it within your knowledge that any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of law 
or duty, or any flagrant neglect, have been committed or practiced by any officer or person connected with 
the custom-house? If so, state them. 

Answer. I do not know of any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of law or duty, or of any 
—— neglect having been committed or practiced by any officer or person connected with the custom- 
house. 
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Question. State any further facts, not embraced within the scope of these inquiries, which may, in your 
opinion, furnish useful information respecting the recent frauds committed on the revenue. 
Answer. I have no knowledge of any facts which, in my opinion, would furnish useful information 


respecting the recent frauds committed on the revenue. 
C. G. TREICHEL. 


Sworn to before me, this 25th day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 





No. 45. 


Interrogatories to Charles Treichel, Clerk. 


Question. Have you any knowledge, if so, state it, of the illegal removal of teas from the wharves to 
places other than the stores in which they should have been deposited, of the state of those stores, and of 
the surreptitious removal of teas from them ? 

Answer. I have no knowledge of the illegal or surreptitious removal of teas from the wharves or stores, 
or of the state of the stores. A proper attention to my duties as clerk would preclude such knowledge. 

Question. Do you know of the existence of any collusion between the officers of the custom-house and 
Edward Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, indications, or 
appearances, pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you do, state minutely the extent of your 
knowledge. 

Answer. I do not know of any collusion between the officers of the custom-house and Edward Thomson, 
or of any circumstances which would lead to suspicions on this head. 

Question. Is it within your knowledge that any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of law 
or duty, or any flagrant neglect, have been committed or practiced by any officer or person connected with 
the custom-house? If so, state them. 

Answer. I do not know of any frauds, collusions, connivances, or flagrant neglect having been com- 
mitted or practiced by any person connected with the custom-house. 

Question. State any further facts, not embraced within the scope of these inquiries, which may, in your 
opinion, furnish useful information respecting the recent frauds committed on the revenue. 

Answer. I am not acquainted with any facts which would furnish useful information respecting the 


frauds alluded to in the above request. 
CHARLES TREICHEL. 


Sworn to before me, this 25th day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 





No. 46. 
Interrogatories to David Gibson, Clerk. 


Question. Have you any knowledge, if so, state it, of the illegal removal of teas from the wharves to 
places other than the stores in which they should have been deposited, of the state of those stores, and of 
the surreptitious removal of teas from them ? 

Answer. I have no knowledge of the illegal removal of teas from the wharves to places other than the 
stores in which they should have been deposited; neither have I any knowledge of the state of the stores 
in which Edward Thomson’s teas were deposited, nor of the surreptitious removal of teas from them. 

Question. Do you know of the existence of any collusion between the officers of the custom-house and 
Edward Thomson, or of any connexions or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, indications, or 
appearances, pointing to just suspicions on this head. If you do, state minutely the extent of your 
knowledge. 

Answer. I do not know of the existence of any collusion between the officers of the custom-house and 
Edward Thomson, nor of any connexions or close intimacy with him, nor of any other facts, indications, 
or appearances pointing to just suspicions on this head. 

Question. Is it within your knowledge that any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of law 
or duty, or any flagrant neglects, have been committed or practiced by any officer or person connected with 
the custom-house? If so, state them. 

Answer. It is not within my knowledge that any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of 
law or duty, nor that any flagrant neglects have been committed or practiced by any officer or person 
connected with the custom-house. 

Question. State any further facts, not embraced within the scope of these inquiries, which may, in 
your opinion, furnish useful information respecting the recent frauds committed on the revenue. 

Answer. I have no facts to state which would, in my opinion, furnish useful information respecting 
the recent frauds committed on the revenue. 

DAVID GIBSON. 


Affirmed to before me, this 24th day of January, 1826. 


WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman, 
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No. 47. 


PHILADELPHIA, January 23, 1826. 


Sir: Agreeably to your request, I respectfully return the following answers to questions proposed in 
your letter of January 18. 
I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
JOHN C. PECHIN. 


Samvuet H. Surru, Esq. 
Interrogatories to John C. Pechin, Clerk. 


Question 1. Have you any knowledge, if so, state it, of the illegal removal of teas from the wharves 
to places other than the stores in which they should have been deposited, of the state of those stores, and 
of the surreptitious removal of teas from them? 

Answer. Ihave no knowledge of the illegal removal of teas from the wharves to any other places 
than the stores in which they should have been deposited. I possess no knowledge of the state of those 
stores, neither have I any personal knowledge of the surreptitious removal of teas from the stores. 

Question 2. Do you know of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers of the custom- 
house and Edward Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or of any other facts, 
indications, or appearances, pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you do, state distinctly the extent 
of your knowledge. 

Answer. I do not know of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers of the custom- 
house and Edward Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him. I do not know of any facts, 
indications, or appearances, which would lead to the slightest cause for suspicion that any such collusion 
existed. 

Question 3. Is it within your knowledge that any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of 
law or duty, or any flagrant neglect, have been committed or practiced by any officer or person connected 
with the custom-house? If so, state them. 

Answer. I have no knowledge that any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of law or duty, 
or of any flagrant neglect that has been committed or practiced by any officer or person connected with 
the custom-house. 

Question 4. State any further facts, not embraced within the scope of these inquiries, which may, in 
your opinion, furnish useful information respecting the recent frauds committed on the revenue. 

Answer. My occupation limiting my duties entirely within the custom-house, I have little opportunity 
of observing what is passing in the public stores or upon the wharves; and I am not in possession of a 
single fact which would, in my opinion, furnish useful information respecting the recent frauds committed 


on the revenue. 
JOHN C. PECHIN. 


Affirmed to before me, this 23d day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 





No. 48. 


Interrogatories to Thomas Latimer, Clerk. 


Question. 1. Have you any knowledge, if so, state it, of the illegal removal of teas from the wharves 
to places other than the stores in which they should have been deposited, of the state of those stores, 
and of the surreptitious removal of teas from them? 

Answer. I have no knowledge of the illegal removal of teas from the wharves to places other than 
the stores in which they should have been deposited, nor of the state of those stores, nor of any surrep- 
titious removal of teas from them. 

Question 2. Do you know of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers of the custom- 
house and Edward Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, indications, 
appearances, pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you do, state minutely the extent of your 

nowledge. 

hea. I know of no collusion between the officers of the custom-house and Edward Thomson, nor 
of any connexion or close intimacy with him, nor of any facts, indications, or appearances, pointing to 
any suspicions on this head. 

Question 3. Is it within your knowledge that any frauds, collusion, or connivances, in violation of law 
or duty, or any flagrant neglect, have been committed or practiced by any officer or person connected with 
the custom-house? If so, state them. 

Answer. I know of no frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of law or duty, nor of any 
neglects having been committed or practiced by any person attached to the custom-house. 

Question 4. State any further facts, not embraced within the scope of these inquiries, which may, in 
your opinion, furnish useful inforriation respecting the recent frauds committed on the revenue. 

Answer. There are no facts, within my knowledge, that will furnish any information respecting the 
recents frauds committed on the revenue. 

THOMAS LATIMER. 


Affirmed to before me, this 21st day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman 
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No. 49. 


PHILADELPHIA, January, 1826. 


Sir: Your note of the 18th instant is received, containing the following interrogatories, to each of 
which you request an answer in writing. Agreeably thereto, I have the pleasure to hand you the same, 
duly qualified to. 


Very respectfully, I am your obedient servant, 
T. ASHMEAD. 


Samvet H. Sairu, Esq. 
Interrogatories to Thomas Ashmead, Clerk. 


Question 1. Have you any knowledge, if so, state it, of the illegal removal of teas from the wharves 
to places other than the stores in which they should have been deposited, of the state of those stores, and 
of the surreptitious removal of teas from them? 

Answer. I have no personal knowledge of the illegal removal of teas from the wharves to places 
other than the stores in which they should have been deposited, or of the state of those stores, and of the 
surreptitious removal of teas from them. 

Question 2. Do you know of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers of the custom- 
house and Edward Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, indications, 
or appearances, pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you do, state minutely the extent of your 
knowledge. 

Answer. I do not know of any collusion or close intimacy between Edward Thomson and any of the 
officers of the custom-house, or facts, indications, or appearances, which would justify just suspicions on 
this head. 

Question 3. Is it within your knowledge that any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of 
law or duty, or any flagrant neglects, have been committed or practiced by any officer or person connected 
with the custom-house? If so, state them. 

Answer. It is not within my knowledge that any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of 
law or duty, or any flagrant neglects, have been committed or practiced by any officer or person connected 
with the custom-house. 

Question 4. State any further facts, not embraced within the scope of these inquiries, which may, in 
your opinion, furnish useful information respecting the recent frauds committed on the revenue. 

Answer. Iam in possession of no facts, which, in my opinion, would furnish useful information 
respecting the recent frauds committed on the revenue. 

T. ASHMEAD. 


Sworn to before me, this 23d day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 





No. 50. 


Interrogatories to Abraham Martin, Clerk. 


Question. Have you any knowledge, if so, state it, of the illegal removal of teas from the wharves 
to places other than the stores in which they should have been deposited, of the state of those stores, and 
of the surreptitious removal of teas from them? 

Answer. My duties confining me closely to my desk, I have no opportunity of knowing anything 
which may transpire in other Departments. 

Question. Do you know of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers of the custom- 
house and Edward Thomson, or of any other facts, indications, or appearances, pointing to just suspicions 
on this head? If you do, state minutely the extent of your knowledge. 

Answer. I have not the least ground to suspect any collusion between the officers of the custom-house 
and Edward Thomson. 

Question. Is it within your knowledge that any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of law 
or duty, or any flagrant neglect, have been committed or practiced by any officer or person connected 
with the custom-house? If so, state them. 

Answer. The practice of the officers of the custom-house does not come under my observation in any 
respect, nor do I know that any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of law and duty, or any 
flagrant neglects, have been committed or practiced by any person connected with the custom-house. 

Question. State any further facts, not embraced within the scope of these inquiries, which may, in 
your opinion, furnish useful information respecting the recent frauds committed on the revenue. 

Answer. It is not in my power to communicate any useful informatiou concerning the frauds recently 
committed on the revenue. 

The above is respectfully submitted. 


I am your obedient servant, 
ABRAHAM MARTIN. 


Affirmed to before me, this 24th day of January, 1826. 


WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 
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No. 51. 
Interrogatories to Richard George, Clerk. 


Question. Have you any knowledge, if so, state it, of the illegal removal of teas from the wharves 
to places other than the stores in which they should have been deposited, of the state of those stores, and 
of the surreptitious removal of teas from them? 

Answer. I have no personal knowledge of the illegal removal of teas from the wharves to places 
other than the stores in which they should have been deposited, or of the state of those stores, and of the 
surreptitious removal of teas from them. 

Question 2. Do you know of the existence of any collusions between any of the officers of the custom- 
house and Edward Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, indica- 
tions, or appearances, pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you do, state minutely the extent of 
your knowledge. 

Answer. I do not know of the existence of any collusions between any of the officers of the custom- 
house and Edward Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or of any other facts, indi- 
cations, or appearances, which would justify just suspicions on this head. 

Question 3. Is it within your knowledge that any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of 
law or duty, or any flagrant neglect, have been committed or practiced by any officer or person connected 
with the custom-house? if so, state them. 

Answer. It is not within my knowledge that any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of 
law or duty, or any flagrant neglect, have been committed or practiced by any officer or person connected 
with the custom-house. 

Question 4. State any further facts, not embraced within the scope of these inquiries, which may, 
in your opinion, furnish useful information respecting the recent frauds committed on the revenue. 

Answer. I can state no facts which, in my opinion, would furnish useful information respecting the 
recent frauds committed on the revenue. 

RICHARD S. H. GEORGE. 


Sworn to before me, this 21st day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 





No. 52. 
Interrogatories to Julien Henry, Clerk. 


Question 1. Have you any knowledge, if so, state it, of the illegal removal of teas from the wharves 
to places other than the stores in which they should have been deposited of the state of those stores, 
and of the surreptitious removal of teas from them? 

Answer. I have no personal knowledge of the illegal removal of teas from the wharves; as for the 
stores, I have never been inside of any of them, except those in rear of the custom-house; and I do not 
know, from my own knowledge, of any surreptitious removal of teas from them. 

Question 2. Do you know of the existence of any collusion between the officers of the custom-house 
and Edward Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, indications, or 
appearances, pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you do, state minutely the extent of your know- 
ledge. 

Answer. I do not know of any collusion between the officers of the custom-house and Edward Thom- 
son, nor do I know of any close intimacy or connexion existing between any of the officers of the custom- 
house and Edward Thomson. 

Question 3. Is it within your knowledge that any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of 
law or duty, or any flagrant neglect, have been committed or practiced by any officer or person connected 
with the custom-house? If so, state them. 

Answer. It is not within my knowledge that any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of 
law or duty, or any flagrant neglect, have been committed or practiced by any officer or person connected 
with the custom-house. 

Question 4. State any further facts not embraced within the scope of these inquiries which may, in 
your opinion, furnish useful information respecting the recent frauds committed on the revenue. 

Answer. Iam not acquainted with any facts which would furnish information respecting the recent 


frauds committed on the revenue. 
JULIEN HENRY. 
Sworn and subscribed before me, this 21st day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 





No. 53. 


Interrogatories to Thomas Stewart, Appraiser. 


Question 1. Have you any knowledge, if so, state it, of the illegal removal of teas from the wharves 
to places other than the stores in which they should have been deposited, of the state of those stores, and 
of the surreptitious removal of teas from them ? 

Answer. Previous to the 20th of November last I was unacquainted with the part of the collection 
laws of 1799 which refers to the storage and credits on teas; on which day I went to New York, (with 
John Steele, jr., esq.,) as an agent from the Collector of this port, to recover part of the teas illegally taken 
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from store by E. Thomson; I reported to the Collector the seizures, &c., made by me in New York, and | 
understand the Collector has stated the same to the Treasury Department. 

Question 2. Do you know of the existence of any collusion between the officers of the custom-house 
and Edward Thomson, or of any connexions or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, indications, 
or appearances pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you do, state minutely the extent of your 
knowledge. 

Answer. No facts or indications of collusion, or close intimacy, or of connexions between E. Thomson 
and any officer of the custom-house, or appearances pointing to just suspicion, have come under my know- 
ledge, nor do I believe any exists. 

Question 3. Is it within your knowledge that any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of 
law or duty, or any flagrant neglect, have been committed or practiced by any officer or person connected 
with the custom-house? If so, state them. 

Answer. I have no knowledge of any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of law or duty, 
having been committed or practiced by any officer or person connected with the custom-house. Of neglect 
in regard to the stores, whatever has come to my knowledge was subsequent to the failure of E. Thomson, 
and what was admitted to be the case by several officers, owing, as they represent, to the impracticability 
of paying that attention which the law required. 

Question 4. State any further facts, not embraced within the scope of these inquiries, which may, in 
your opinion, furnish useful information respecting the recent frauds committed on the revenue. 

Answer. The line of my official duty is so distinct from the storing and securing of merchandise that 
it is impossible I should be able to furnish useful information regarding the recent frauds; my knowledge 
has been subsequent to the 20th of November last, and has arisen from my agency; I returned on the 
29th of November; after my return I waited on Mr. E. Thomson, by direction of the Collector, Mr. Kern, 
the Deputy Collector, accompanying me, and we obtained from his assignee the account of teas hypothe- 

cated to Messrs. Hagerty & Austin and Messrs. Hone; since when I have been confined to my official 
duty as an appraiser. The above information, relative to the teas held by Hagerty & Austin and Messrs. 
Hone, was communicated immediately by the Collector to Colonel Andrew Geyer, inspector of the 
customs, who relieved me, at New York, on the 28th of November. 

I have further to observe that the last act of my agency in New York was my arranging with Colonel 
Geyer (which he executed the same day) the placing of the United States’ locks on the stores where 
the 3,631 chests of teas held by Hagerty & Austin were; the keys were furnished, at my instance, by Mr. 
Thompson, the Collector, which has resulted in the seizures of the same. 





Ciry or PHILADELPHIA, ss. 
Before me personally appeared Thomas Stewart, who, being duly sworn according to law, did depose 


and say, that the answers given to the foregoing interrogatories are true, to the best of his knowledge 
and belief. 
THOMAS STEWART. 


Sworn and subscribed before me, this 23d day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 





No. 54. 


Interrogatories to Samuel Ross, Public Appraiser. 


Question. Have you any knowledge, if so, state it, of the illegal removal of teas from the wharves to 
places other than the stores in which they should have been deposited, of the state of those stores, and of 
the surreptitious removal of teas from them ? 

Answer. I know nothing in regard to the manner in which teas have been removed from the wharves, 
or the manner in which they have been stored, or the condition of the stores in which teas are or have 
been deposited, other than by report. 

Question. Do you know of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers of the custom- 
house and Edward Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, indications, 
or appearances, pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you do, state minutely the extent of your 
knowledge. 

Answer. I have no knowledge of any collusion or close connexion between Edward Thomson and any 
officer of the customs, any facts, indication, or appearance, pointing to just suspicion on that head, nor 
do I believe there has been any. 

Question. Is it within your knowledge that any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of law 
or duty, or any flagrant neglects, have been committed or practiced by any officer or person connected 
with the custom-house? If so, state them. 

Answer. No frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of law or duty, or any flagrant neglect, 
have come under my knowledge, in relation to the recent frauds on the revenue, except by hearsay. 

Question. State any further facts, not embraced within the scope of these inquiries, which may, in 
your opinion, furnish useful information respecting the recent frauds committed on the revenue. 

Answer. Of the frauds recently committed on the revenue I have no personal knowledge; all that I 


have is hearsay. 


Ciry oF PHILADELPHIA, ss. 


On the 23d day of January, 1826, personally appeared Samuel Ross, who, being duly affirmed, did 


declare and say that the answers to the interrogatories are true, to the best of his knowledge and belief. 
SAMUEL ROSS. 


G. BARTRAM, Alderman. 


Affirmed to and subscribed before me, 
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No. 55. 
Interrogatories to John D. George, Deputy Naval Officer. 


Question 1. Have you any knowledge, if so, state it, of the illegal removal of teas from the wharves to 
places other than the stores in which they should have been deposited, of the state of those stores, and of 
the surreptitious removal of teas from them? 

Answer. That Mr. Thomson has surreptitiously removed a quantity of teas from the wharf or stores 
is evident, but from which or at what time I know not; neither am 1 acquainted with the state of the 
stores where the teas of Mr. Thomson or others have been deposited. 

Question 2. Do you know of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers of the custom- 
house and Edward Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, indications, 
or _— pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you do, state minutely the extent of your 
knowledge. 

Answer. I know of none; I have never discovered any indications or appearances that should, for a 
moment, lead me to suppose that such collusion, close intimacy, or connexion, has or does exist between 
any of the officers of the customs and Edward Thomson, and am firmly pursuaded that the contrary is 
the fact. 

Question 3. Is it within your knowledge that any frauds, collusions, or connivances, in violation of 
law or duty, or any flagrant neglect, have been committed or practiced by any officer or person connected 
with the custom-house? If so, state them. 

Answer. I know of no fraud, collusion, or connivance, in violation of law or duty, by any officer or 
person connected with the custom-house; and whether the surreptitious removal of the teas by Mr. 
Thomson was owing to neglect of duty on the part of the officers having them in charge, or engaged in 
the delivery of their cargoes, or whether from inability on account of other duties, which they may have 
been required to perform on the wharf, Iam unable to say, but am inclined to think it from the latter 
circumstance. 

Question 4. State any further facts, not embraced within the scope of these inquiries, which may, 
in your opinion, furnish useful information respecting the recent frauds committed on the revenue. 

Answer. I have the knowledge of no other facts respecting the recent frauds committed on the 


revenue, 


I do solemnly, sincerely, and truly affirm that the answers attached to the foregoing interrogatories 


are just and true, according to the best of my knowledge and belief: 
JNO. D. GEORGE, Deputy Naval Officer. 


Affirmed and subscribed before me, this 19th day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 





No. 56. 


Interrogatories to Robert Heysham, and his answers. 


Question 1. Have you any knowledge, if so, state it, of the illegal removal of teas from the wharves 
to places other than the stores in which they should have been deposited, of the state of those stores, and 
of the surreptitious removal of teas from them? 

Answer. My station, as clerk of the Naval Officer, confines my attention exclusively to the custom- 
house; I have no opportunity of knowing of the removal of merchandise from the wharves, nor of the 
state or condition of the stores in which the same may be intended to be deposited. Of the surreptitious 
removal of teas I know nothing. 

Question 2. Do you know of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers of the custom- 
house and Edward Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, indications, 
or appearances, pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you do, state minutely the extent of your 
knowledge. 

dae. I do not know of any collusion, close intimacy, or connexion between Edward Thomson and 
any of the officers of the customs, nor am I acquainted with any facts, indications, or appearances which 
could in any way lead to just suspicions of improper and illicit connexion. 

Question 3. Is it within your knowledge that any frauds, collusions, or connivances in violation of 
law or duty, or any flagrant neglect, have been committed or practiced by any officer or person connected 
with the custom-house? If so, state them. 

Answer. I am unacquainted with any frauds, collusions, or connivances in violation of either law or 
duty; nor do I know of any flagrant neglect committed or practiced by any officer or person connected 
with the custom-house, my duties confining me to the official building. I have no opportunity of becoming 
personally acquainted with the transactions of the officers upon the wharves. 

Question. State any further facts, not embraced within the scope of these inquiries, which may, in 
your opinion, furnish useful information respecting the recent frauds committed on the revenue. 

Answer. I am possessed of no information which would be useful respecting the recent frauds 


committed on the revenue. 
ROBERT HEYSHAM. 


_ Personally appeared before me, the subscriber, one of the aldermen of the city of Philadelphia, on 
this 19th day of January, 1826, Robert Heysham, who, being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists, doth 


declare and say that all matters contained in the preceding answers are just and true, so help him God. 
ROBERT HEYSHAM. 


Sworn and subscribed before me the day and year above written. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 
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No. 57. 


Interrogations to James Glentworth, Jr., Deputy Surveyor. 


Question 1. Have you any knowledge, if so, state it, of the illegal removal of teas from the wharves 
to places other than the stores in which they should have been deposited, of the state of these stores, and 
of the surreptitious removal of teas from them ? 

Answer. I have not any personal knowledge of the above. 

Question 2. Do you know of the existence of any collusion between any of the officers of the custom- 
house and Edward Thomson, or of any connexion or close intimacy with him, or any other facts, indications, 
or appearances pointing to just suspicions on this head? If you do, state minutely the extent of your 
knowledge. 

Answer. I do not. 

Question 3. Is it within your knowledge that any frauds, collusions, or connivances in violation of 
law or duty, or any flagrant neglect, have been committed or practiced by any officer or person connected 
with the custom-house? If so, state them. 

Answer. I have not. 

Question 4. State any further facts, not embraced within the scope of these inquiries, which may, in 
your opinion, furnish useful information respecting the recent frauds committed on the revenue. 

: Answer. I am not personally acquainted with any facts respecting the recent frauds committed on 
the revenue. 


Surveyor’s Orrice, Philadelphia, January 23, 1826. 
Sr: I herewith transmit you my answers, on oath, to the above inquiries, and am, very respectfully, 


your most obedient servant, 
JAMES GLENTWORTH, Jr., Deputy Surveyor. 
Samvue. H. Suiru, Esq. 


Sworn to before me, this 23d day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 





No. 58. 


January 21, 1826. 


John Hallowell, head porter, has been personally employed by Edward Thomson to haul his teas 
from the wharves to the stores. He, or porters under him, so hauled the teas of the William Savery, 
Addison, Benjamin Rush, Woodrop Sims, and Thomas Scattergood, which arrived in the last year. Nearly 
all the teas landed from these vessels were so carried to the stores provided for their storage by the 
officers of the Government and Mr. Thomson. There may have been, and probably were, a very few 
small boxes of teas taken to Mr. Thomson’s stores, with silks which may have been his son’s. The porters 
that hauled the teas under his direction are Michael Christopher, Joseph Camminger, Archibald Atkinson, 
Jacob Fox, who hauled all, or nearly all, of the teas. All the teas were hauled and put on the pavements 
in front of the stores; sometimes the whole cargo was at once deposited in the stores; sometimes a part 
of the cargo so deposited and other parts of it immediately taken to the New York, Boston, or Baltimore 
packets. The portion so taken to the packets does not, he thinks, exceed an eighth of the whole. The 
teas were received immediately from the scales and taken away, unattended by any custom-house officer. 
The locks at the stores generally opened by Mr. Thomson’s clerk and himself. Charles Mackie was the 
clerk. He (the porter) had them deposited in the stores and then locked up the stores and gave Mr. 
Thomson’s key to his clerk, who secured the custom-house lock and took the key. The storage of a cargo 
generally took about five or six days. 

After the storage of the teas the deponent was frequently employed to remove parcels of the teas, in 
which case Charles Mackie opened the stores, having got the custom-house key from the inspector’s office. 
These were taken either to the packets, or sample chests to Messrs. Lippincotts’ auction stores. The 
deponent knows nothing further that he considers material. 

JOHN HALLOWELL. 


Affirmed and subscribed before me, this 21st day of January, 1826. 
WILLIAM MILNOR, Alderman. 





No. 59. 


PuivadELputa, January 19, 1826. 


Sir: I understand from you that the Messrs. Lippincott are not only willing but anxious to state, in 
the widest extent, their transactions with Mr. Edward Thomson. If this be so, I think it advisable to 
avail ourselves of the opportunity to obtain precise information, to get which I suggest the enclosed 
interrogatories to them, to be answered in the form of a deposition; and, as this branch of the business is 
very much under your cognizance, I request you to modify or extend the questions, so as most effectually 
to extract all the material circumstances that it may be useful to the Government to be acquainted with. 


I am, very respectfully, 
S. H. SMITH. 
C. J. Incrrsott, Esq., Attorney of the District. 
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Interrogatories. 


1. What sales have been made by you of teas imported by Edward Thomson in the ships William 
Savary, Addison, Benjamin Rush, Thomas Scattergood, and Woodrop Sims, which arrived in the year 
1825? State the qualities and quantities belonging to each cargo, and time of sale. 

2. How did you become possessed of these teas? State the persons from whom you received them, 
the places, and the times. 

3. What assignments or other transfers have been made to you of teas since the 27th of February, 
1825, by Edward Thomson? State the nature, if practicable the words, of the original assignments or 
transfers, their dates, the qualities and quantities, distinguishing each cargo of teas embraced by each 
assignment, and whether attested by witnesses. 

4, Was any intimation of these assignments given to the custom-house before the 19th of November, 
1825? 

5. Was Mr. Thomson indebted to you at the time of each of these assignments, and to what amount? 

6. Are the assignments you have specified all that were made to you by Mr. Thomson? 

7. At what time or times did Mr. Thomson give you his key of the stores in which his teas were 
deposited? Did you, and at what time or times, return the key to Mr. Thomson, or any of his clerks, or 
persons in his employ? How long were you possessed of the key, and how long was Mr. Thomson or his 
agents possessed of it? Did you or your agents examine the stores, and when? and did you at any times 
discover that teas not finally bonded had been withdrawn from them ? 

8. Were you at any time, and what times, possessed of the custom-house key; how long did you 

ossess it; from whom did you receive it; and did you at anytime, and for what times, put it into the 
hands of Mr. Thomson, or any persons in his employ? 

9. Did the first three entries offered at the custom-house on the 19th of November, 1825, correspond 
with the original assignments? and did the fourth entry, of like date, afterwards offered, likewise 
correspond with the original assignments? and whence happened it that this last entry, though dated the 
19th of November, was not signed until the 26th of that month? Is it a fact that the signature was 
made posterior to the date? Do these four entries cover all the teas originally assigned to you? 

10. Do your claims embrace any of the teas out of store, and what? Specify their qualities, quantities, 
and cargo, where they now are, and in whose custody. Do you know, or have you heard, how these teas 
got out of store? 

11. State in what manner, and at what times, and in what newspapers, these teas were advertised 
for sale by you? 

12. Were any of the teas so advertised deposited in stores, under the custom-house lock, at the time 
of the sales? 

13. When you presented the entries at the custom-house on the 19th of November, were you apprised 
of the failure of Edward Thomson? 

14. State your general account with Mr. Edward Thomson since the 27th of February, 1825. 

15. Be pleased to state any further facts within your knowledge that you may consider material. 





No. 60. 
PHILADELPHIA, January 13, 1826. 


GentLemEN: Having been charged by the President of the United States with an investigation of 
the recent transactions of the custom-house arising from the failure of Mr. E. Thomson, as well as with an 
examination of the general administration of that department, I have considered it proper to advise you 
of the circumstance, that you may communicate to me any information pertinent to the inquiry that you 
may see fit. - 

It is desirable that the information imparted should assume the form of a deposition. 


I am, respectfully, 
SAMUEL H. SMITH. 
Lewis Cuaprer, Wittiam Brown, Rosert Raxston, Samus. Arcuer, Wuitton Evans, J. C. & W. Sms; 
Henry Pratt, January 17. 





No. 61. 
PHILADELPHIA, January 15, 1826. 


R. Ralston, with very respectful regards to Mr. Smith, begs leave to present the enclosed, in reply to 
the communication of the 13th instant. The general nature of the statement, and having no knowledge 
of& Mr. Thomson’s transactions with the custom-house, has induced R. Ralston to present the information 
given without the form of a deposition. 


PHILADELPHIA, January 15, 1826. 


Sir: Having been transacting business with the custom-house of this district during all the adminis- 
tration of General Steele, until very recently, I can, from personal observation, state that the arrange- 
ments of the office for system, facility in the despatch of business, impartiality, civility, and the most 
unbending integrity, I believe could not have been surpassed. p 

The circumspection in making appointments, and the respectability of the incumbents in office, were 
such, also, as to inspire the utmost confidence. Whilst there was the greatest satisfaction afforded to the 
trading part of the community, there never was a liberty granted through the department of the Collector 
(which has come to my knowledge) by which the interests of the Government were impaired. 

With the highest respect, I am, sir, your very obedient servant, 
ROBERT RALSTON. 


Samve, H. Sura, Esq. 
VOL. V——58 B 
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No. 62. 


PHILADELPHIA, January 20, 1826. 


Str: In answer to your letter of the 17th instant, asking for any information it may be in my power 

to communicate regarding the recent transactions of the custom-house arising from the failure of Mr. E, 
Thomson, as well as the general administration of that department, I reply that, with respect to the first 
head of inquiry, I have not that particular acquaintance with the circumstances of that event which would 
enable or justify me in making any communication on the subject. In relation to your question touching 
the general administration of the custom-house, it is in my power, from an experience of upwards of forty 
years, to speak of it with precision and a great degree of certainty. Ihave seen three different administra- 
tions of that department, and having been actively engaged in business throughout the whole of them, I 
have necessarily had occasion to observe the manner of conducting business there, as well as the general 
capacity and faithfulness of the officers. Having presumed this much, | do not hesitate to say, in relation 
to the present administration of our custom-house, that I believe its officers are capable and faithful, and 
that the late events are, in my mind, no proof of the unfitness of the officers or any indifference on their 
part to secure the rights and property of the United States. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HENRY PRATT. 


S. H. Satu, Esq. 





No. 63. 


i PHILADELPHIA, January 19, 1826. 


Sm: In attending to the contents of your note of the 13th instant, I am much at a loss to know what 
communication I can make which will be to the purpose, according to your views or expectations of the 
matter, as no particular inquiries are made by you. 

So far, however, as I think your inquiries go, I will answer them. 

Until after the failure of Mr. Thomson I knew not of the improper removal of certain teas; and that 
knowledge I had from public rumor. What I have since learned is from the same source. Of such 
conduct in any man, particularly so in an individual of high standing, there can be but one opinion. For 
myself, before the fact was fully established, I could not give it credit. 

If your inquiries require me to state what I know of the general conduct of the persons employed in 
the custom-house department, I can say that, so far as the same has come within my own observation, the 
duties of the respective parties have been discharged with satisfaction to the merchant, with impartiality 
and strict integrity. 

I will add that, having been engaged in the China trade for the last twenty-five years, it has been an 
invariable practice to permit me to arrange my teas in store according to the different kinds and chops. 
After this was done, the officers placed locks on the stores. When I bonded part, and obtained a permit, 
and the officers were engaged in the discharge of other duties, I found no difficulty in obtaining the 
keys from them. This I believe to have been the general practice at this port. 

To the above statement of facts my deposition will be added if necessary. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. CLAPIER. 


Samvet H. Suiru, Esq. 





No. 64. 


PuiLaDELpuia, January 24, 1826. 


Sir: In answer to your letter dated the 13th instant, we can only reply that, touching the transactions 
of Mr. Edward Thomson with the custom-house, we have no information to communicate. We have, along 
with our fellow-citizens generally, been much surprised at the stupendous fraud that has been committed, 
but at the same time we are glad of the opportunity to declare our opinion that the affairs of the custom- 
house are conducted by men of the most spotless integrity. That we have been in the Canton trade 
fifteen years; that the practice has been in obtaining a permit to land the govuds from the ship; that after 
they had been put from the ship to the stores, the officers counted the same, locked the stores and kept 
one of the keys, and that they generally attended the delivery of the same from the store; and when they 
did not, they furnished us the keys, alleging that their other occupations relative to the customs woul 
prevent their attendance, which we always believed to be the fact. ° 

We remain your most obedient servants, 
JOHN C. & W. SMITH. 


Samvet H. Sata, Esq. 





- 4 
To Messrs. Peter Mackie, Charles Mackie, and ——— Arney. 
Supposing, from the intimations which have been made to me from various quarters, that a voluntary 


deposition of the recent occurrences, in respect to the affairs of Mr. Thomson with the custom-house, 
would be agreeable to me, I have to state my readiness to receive it, and, without undertaking in any 
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wise to limit the extent of the information you may see fit to furnish, to invite an answer to the following 
inquiries: 

At what time, and at whose direction, did the practice commence of taking teas from the stores 
without a permit; and at what time, and to what extent, and at whose direction, has it been since 
continued ? 

In what manner was the operation effected ? 

With whose aid and co-operation was it effected ? 

Had Mr. Thomson, or others, the custom-house keys ? 

How, and whence, and by whom, were the teas sold by Messrs. Lippincott, and delivered to them ? 

Were some, and what quantities of the teas never stored? What porters took them from the stores, 
and where were they deposited ? 

Did the Messrs. Lippincott, after receiving Mr. Thomson’s key, return it to him or to others in his 
employ ? Name them, and add when and how long it was in his or their hands ? 

Have you any knowledge, and what, of a like practice elsewhere? If so, state names, times, and 
other circumstances. 

SAMUEL H. SMITH. 
JANUARY 20, 1826. 





No. 65. 
Deposition of Peter Mackie, clerk of E. Thomson. 


Personally appeared before me, Abm. Shoemaker, alderman for the city of Philadelphia, Peter Mackie, 
of the city of Philadelphia, who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith: That he has been in the employ of 
Edward Thomson, of said city, as principal clerk, for upwards of ten years, and that he is now one of his 
assignees. 

“That, according to the best of his recollection and belief, Edward Thomson first commenced taking 
teas from custom-house stores, or rather from stores under the locks and keys of the custom-house, without 
a permit, after the arrival of the ship Addison, from Canton, on or about the months of July, August, or 
September, 1822; that his recollection and knowledge does not extend to the quantity so taken then and 
since, it not being in his department to deliver any part of said teas. He is, however, of opinion that the 
quantities were small in comparison with the teas so taken in 1825. Previous to 1822 Edward Thomson 
took no teas from store without a permit. 

That the plan of taking teas from store without permits was first laid down by Floyd S. Bailey, then 
connected in business and viewed as a partner of the firm of Smith & Nicoll, of New York. This house 
had a lien on the cargo of the ship Addison in 1822, and have held liens on many other cargoes and parts 
of cargoes of teas imported by the said Edward Thomson since, in consequence of debts owing or advances 
made. That on the arrival of the Addison they insisted on a part of her cargo being sold in Philadelphia, 
and the greatest part of what remained being sent to New York; that Edward Thomson made strong 
objections to this, as it would make his bonds too heavy, and the payments too near each other; that the 
said Floyd S. Bailey said they must have the teas, and that Mr. Thomson must do as they did in New 
York, that is, to bond one or two hundred packages from store, and take therefrom a larger quantity. 
Mr. Thomson still objected to this mode of transacting business, but being pressed and threatened, he 
was compelled, and did acquiesce. For a proof of this, and of the directions from time to time given by 
the said Floyd S. Bailey, this deponent begs leave to refer to the copies of letters and extracts from the 
said person to Edward Thomson, (at this time delivered to Samuel H. Smith, Esq.,) and which he requests 
may be considered as part of his evidence. In particular, he refers to a letter from the said Floyd S. 
Bailey to Edward Thomson, dated 22d March, 1823. And further, this deponent saith that all the teas so 
taken from store without permit were ordered so to be taken by Edward Thomson himself; that he has 
understood that Floyd S. Bailey has ordered Mr. Fisher (who is now in Canton) to take larger quantities 
from store than ordered, and that on some occasions, by order of Mr. Thomson, the stores have been 
locked up in consequence; but that this deponent has no actual knowledge of this himself; nor has he 
been concerned in these transactions, of which he has always disapproved, further than preserving the 
secrets of his employer, on the same principle of an indenture between master and apprentice. 

This deponent understands that these teas were taken from store by Mr. Thomson first directing one 
of his young men to deliver to the officer a permit for a part, and sometimes permits for teas of former 
importations, on which he received the key, and took from the store the quantity ordered by Edward 
Thomson. In some instances he understands the permits have been delivered by one of Mr. Thomson’s 
young men, and the teas delivered by another, by which means the person so delivering was ignorant of 
the quantity entered out or permitted. He understands the officer never attended at such deliveries, but 
was occasionally in the stores, and, from the knowledge he has in this business, he believes it would 
require from one to five officers to attend to the delivery of teas in such an extensive concern, and that 
their whole time would be occupied for nine months of the year. This deponent is clearly of opinion that 
the execution of the laws in regard to teas, and in regard to the owners and purchasers, cannot be fufilled 
with the present limited number of officers. 

No teas, to his knowledge, (without permits,) were ever taken from store with the aid or co-operation 
of any person or persons knowing them to be without permits, unless the directions of Floyd 8S. Bailey 
can be called a co-operation. The teas, when taken from store, were delivered to actual purchasers in 
Philadelphia, or immediately shipped to New York, Boston, Baltimore, and in some instances to other 
parts of the continent. The porters who hauled these teas were sometimes those employed by Edward 
Thomson, and sometimes porters employed by purchasers and shippers. In no case does he believe that 
said porters were privy to any part of these teas not being permitted. 

Mr. Thomson never had possession of the custom-house key himself, but his young men were con- 
stantly in the habit of receiving it from the officers by his directions when teas were to be delivered. In 
most cases this deponent believes the keys were delivered back to the officer when the delivery was 
completed. When a ship was discharging it has been customary for the key to remain in possession of 
the young men until the cargo was out, because the teas would frequently be brought to the store so late 
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as to render it impossible to store them away and assort them until early next morning. During the 
discharging of a cargo the officer was engaged the whole day on the wharf. This he understands to have 
always been the custom in Philadelphia. 

When the Messrs. Lippincott made advances on teas they at all times took possession of the keys 
belonging to Edward Thomson, and generally examined that these teas were in store. In no case does 
this deponent believe they ever had possession of the custom-house key, unless for the delivery of teas 
sold when Mr. Thomson’s young men were absent, and this could not have been often. From the 
knowledge this deponent has of the accounts with Messrs. Lippincott & Co., he can say they have at all 
times been truly honorable, and that they were entirely ignorant of any teas being taken from store 
without permits. When teas were sold by Lippincott & Co. they generally sent one of their own young 
men to deliver them, and Mr. Thomson had also a young man there to assist. In some cases this deponent 
understands both were present, and in other cases only one. The keys of Mr. ‘Thomson, when delivered 
to Lippincott & Co., was considered as giving them complete possession of the property; and when 
delivered to their own or Mr. Thomson’s young men, for the delivery of teas sold or to be shipped, they 
were to be returned, and he understands they generally were so. The Messrs. Lippincott, after receiving 
Mr. Thomson’s keys, did not return them to him, or to others in his employ. But when teas were sold, 
and to be delivered or shipped, they have intrusted them sometimes to one of his young men. These 
keys they considered as their own when advances were made; when they sold goods to the amount of 
advance the keys were returned. In some cases the keys have been obtained by Mr. Thomson’s young 
men to deliver teas contained in the same store on which no advance had been made by them. The keys, 
when received from Lippincott & Co. by Mr. Thomson’s young men, were in their possession until the 
object was accomplished. In case of public sale this was sometimes for several days, one of their own 
young men being generally present; at other times they were retained only a few hours. Having never 
attended to the delivery of teas, he cannot state more particularly. 

This deponent has been acquainted with the Canton trade about nine years, but has no knowledge of 
what the practice of others is in that trade, in regard to taking teas from store, further than what Floyd 
S. Bailey has told him, that his house in New York pursued the practice pointed out by him to Edward 
Thomson. This deponent cannot say what teas have been shipped without being stored, but understands 


that in such cases the teas were first hauled to the pavement opposite the stores. 
PETER MACKIE. 











PHILADELPHIA, January 25, 1826. 


Sworn and subscribed before me. ABM. SHOEMAKER, Alderman. 





United States of America: 


Be it known, that on the day of the date hereof, before me, Peter Lohra, of Philadelphia, notary public, 
by lawful authority duly commissioned and sworn, personally appeared Peter Mackie, one of the assignees 
of Edward Thomson, of Philadelphia, merchant, who, being by me duly sworn according to law, did 
depose and say that he is well acquainted with Floyd S. Bailey and with Edward F. Nicoll, of the city of 
New York, merchants, and with their respective handwritings and signatures, having frequently seen 
them write and sign their names, and that therefore he verily believes the names or signatures “B.,” “E. 
H. Nicoll,” “F. Bailey,” “F.S. Bailey,” “F.S. Bailey,” “Edward H. Nicoll,” and “Edward H. Nicoll,” 
subscribed to original letters and extracts of original letters from them to the said Edward Thomson, are 
of the proper handwritings and signatures of the said Floyd S. Bailey and of the said Edward H. Nicoll, 
respectively, and that a memorandum marked with the letter D is a loose paper in the handwriting of the 


said Floyd S. Bailey. PETER MACKIE 
} : 


And I do hereby certify and declare that the annexed are true and faithful copies of the said several 
original letters and extracts, by me carefully compared and found to agree therewith. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my notarial seal, on the twenty-third 


day of January, 1826. 
PETER LOHRA, NW. P. 





A. 
Copy of a letter from Floyd S. Bailey to Edward Thomson, post-marked March 23. 


New York, March 22, 1823. 


Dear Sir: Yesterday the grocers were running to the store constantly for the teas, saying they must 
have them this morning, a part at any rate; and this morning they made such a clamor about getting 
them we dare not put off a commencement of delivery until Monday, and I went with an entry of 200 
chests and 100 half, of various descriptions, so as to send each purchaser a few, and appear to be deliv- 
ering as fast as possible, thereby save appearances for a day or two—say to-day and Monday—as I shall 
deliver three times the quantity entered of each article. The best and only arrangement I could make with 
the Collector was to dnpaue the amount of the duty on the 200 chests in cash ($6,500) with him, and to 
be settled in six days by bonding with approved securities, or the entry considered as cash. This he has 
before refused positively, but he said he was disposed to accommodate you every way as far as he could. 
I told him you would undoubtedly have been here this morning but for the impassable state of the roads. 
He replied, I know they are very bad, and was remarkably pleasant for him. Your succeeding in entering 
this cargo here will bother Astor and Tom beyond measure, because they will consider it completely 
opening this port for your ships, which is the real fact. You cannot conceive in what good spirits the 
change you have wrought in Jonathan has put Mr. N.; he really seems like a different man. If you and I 
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should succeed at the custom-house, I do not know what we cannot do hereafter. The sale of the William 
and Jane’s cargo is eracked off and considered here the greatest that has been made since the peace; the 
idea is, that there is at least $100,000 profit to the importer. I write you this letter for fear something 
possibly might have prevented your leaving this day, and to let you know the indispensable importance 
of your leaving to-morrow afternoon, so as to be here on Monday evening, as that will be the very latest 
hour we can put off, as another large entry must be put in on Tuesday; indeed, it ought by all means to 
go in on Monday, as we shall have a large quantity out, more than is entered; after we have put in three 
or four entries, then I calculate to take out largely in anticipation of an entry. 
Yours, , B. 





B. 
Copy of a letter from Edward H. Nicoll, to Edward Thomson. 


[Extract. ] 


New York, May 19, 1823. 

Sm: I have reflected much on the proposal that you have made me, as regards the advance required 
on the Woodrop Sims. i 

In answer to which, I have to say that I will issue my paper for fifty-two or fifty-three thousand dollars, 
for the purpose of getting off this vessel, provided you will gratify me by making out in my name at 
once the following bills of sale: say three for the ships Addison, Wm. Savery, and Woodrop Sims. 
This alteration cannot make the least difference either to you or Mr. Bailey. But should anything happen 
to Mr. Thomson or Mr. Bailey, it might make a great difference to E. H. Nicoll. I am playing a desperate 
game, and it is a duty that I owe myself, my creditors, and those friends that are involved with me, that 
I make use of all precaution that is possible, in order that their interest may be preserved. As regards 
my own, it is a secondary consideration, but my creditors and friends shall never have it to say of me 
that I have acted in a manner that deserves censure. Mr. Bailey, I understand, objects to your making out 
the bills of sale to me individually. What his objections are I know not. If either Mr. Thomson or Mr. Bailey 
have an idea that I wish this alteration with the view of lodging them in the custom-house, and closing up 
the business altogether, they are entirely mistaken on this head, you may rest perfectly satisefid. I 

give you my word of honor that I have no such thought. On the contrary, I never should think of 

resorting to this extremity, unless there was not any chance wh:‘teyer of reducing my demand to a 

moderate amount; therefore, on this head, rest satisfied, Mr.", aso, ui.£ I shall continue along with you, 
so long as there is the least chance of my debt being reduddo® God knows that nothing would gratify me 
so much as to hand these bills of sale either to you or Mr. Bailey, and I might have it in my power to say 
that the object that they were lodged in my hands for has been satisfied. Therefore, let the alteration 
take place, send them to me, and then they shall rest as the others have done, until you can redeem them, 
unless our circumstances should become more desperate than they are at present. 

Mr. Bailey most certainly has a wrong view of this business, if he thinks it is correct that these 
securities should be made out in our joint names together. Mr. Bailey certainly has not any interest in 
them to any extent further than the interest he has in the concerns of 8. & N. What this interest is, Mr. 
Bailey must be as well acquainted with as I am. 

At the present moment I am fully aware that it is a matter of little consequence how they are made 
out; but if any accident by death or otherwise should occur to either of us, it might make to me and my 
creditors a very great difference. Therefore, let the bills of sale be made out agreeably to my wishes, 
and sent on to me, or let Mr. Bailey bring them on, and I will, under this promise, render any assistance 
to you that I may be enabled to do, provided you constantly keep in view the reduction of our demand, 
and the assistance and aid that you may require is not of such a nature as to break me entirely down 
both in credit and health. 

[N. B.—Remainder of letter on other subjects. ] 

Yours, respectfully, 


rv 


E. H. NICOLL. 





C. 
Copy of a letter from Floyd S. Bailey to Edward Thomson, post-marked June 27. 


New York, June 27, 1823. 


Dear Sir: I shall accept the draft, and shall have to provide for it myself. S. & N. have more to pay for 
themselves than they can get on with; and I now state to Mr. Thomson that unless he sends me a sufficient 
amount in Hyson Skin tea to cover the draft it will be impossible for me to pay it. Therefore, I have to 
request you will, without fail, ship to-morrow the balance of the Telegraph, and 200 chests of Rush’s 
Skins. Ship any chops of the Rush’s that is landing; i wiil only require two small entries; and if you 
have any regard for me, do for God’s sake ship it, and let the bill of lading come by Sunday’s mail. Do, 
Mr. Thomson, try to settle with Nevins in some other way for the bill of lading of 20,000. Give it to 
them for 60 days, and allow them one per cent. on it. I shall be out of town on Sunday, but be back on 
Monday morning. 


Yours, 
F. BAILEY. 
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D. 


Copy of a loose paper in the handwriting of Floyd S. Bailey, found in E. Thomson’s drawer, and now attached 
to the back of a letter of the 27th of June, 1823, from F. S. B. 


13th. 300 chests Skin—deliver 500 

22d. 300 chests Rush Skin—deliver 400 , 
144 chests Telegraph—deliver 144 © 

Have them weighed, and get the paper at once. 

N. B.—Above teas sold Grants & Stone, and Telegraph’s delivered September 25, 1823. 





EK. 


Copy of a letter from Floyd S. Bailey to E. Thomson, post-marked June 30. 
New York, June 30, 1823. 


Dear Sir: From your letter this morning I presume you will enter all out from the store, corner of 
Pine street; the amount, however, is not large, as the Addison’s Young Hysons were not put in that store, 
and it is them that you are deficient in, and I should suppose there was no necessity of your entering 
them immediately. There is more sure policy in letting them remain, and enter more of the Rush’s Young 
Hyson; that is a fresh transaction and more likely to be looked after. Get all entered out from the Pine 
street store, and a pretty good lot of the Rush’s Young Hysons, and you may rest perfectly easy—leaving 
the balance of the Addison’s Young Hysons which were stored on the wharf to be entered the last of this 
month. Between now and the 10th of July we have upwards of $120,000 to provide for, and we must 
ship a pretty considerable amount of the Rush’s Souchongss and Skins to Boston and Providence, so that we 
can draw on them, get the drafts discounted in Philadelphia; the money must be had in this way. It will 
not do to issue any more paper to come in this market; it will not negotiate better than eight or nine now, 
which is an evidence that those who have confidence in it have enough of it, and therefore please bear in 
mind you must help us in the way I have suggested. Please not let Mr. Mackie go to the custom-house 
to sign the Addison’s permits for some time, as they may get to asking him questions which no good can 
grow out of, and much harm may. Please bear in mind that in case they call for my name, not to use 
the power you have, as it is dated early in May, and would show them at once that you use my name as 
you please. 

With respect, ~ << 
. F. S. BAILEY. 


Epwarp THomson, Esq., Philadelphia. 





F. 


Extract of a letter from Floyd S. Bailey to Edward Thomson, post-marked February 29. 


New York, February 29, 1824. 


Dear Sir: I view it as a matter of the greatest importance that you should get around here as soon 
as possible a part of the Skins and Young Hysons of the Savery’s: first, because you will get ten cents 
more for them now than three weeks later; and, secondly, because you prevent his having the market to 
himself; and besides, you know well that nothing lifts up a man like his selling his goods at a great 
price. In order to ship as many as you want to, you need only put in a couple of little entries, say about 
two hundred chests each; but as you are taking out the Savery’s, put in pretty smart entries of the Rush’s 
Skins and Young Hysons, all of which you must enter soon. If you are of my opinion, I recommend your 
sending a variety of chops, &c. 

[N. B.—Remainder of letter on other subjects. | 

With respect, 
F. §. BAILEY. 


Epwarp THomson, Philadelphia. 





G. 
Eduard H. Nicoll to Edward Thomson. 


New York, April 28, 1823. 


Sir: This will be handed to you by my friend and relation, Mr. F. H. Nicoll, who is identified with 
me in all my concerns, and is well acquainted with all my business with you; therefore, any questions 
that he may ask you touching our affairs you may answer with freedom. 

Yours, respectfully, 
EDWARD H. NICOLL. 


Epwarp Tomson, Esq. 


Hi. 
New York, April 18, 1824. 


Sm: Your letter of yesterday I have received. Any arrangements that you enter into with Mr. 
Francis H. Nicoll will be the same as if made with me. Mr. Nicoll is now in Philadelphia for the purpose 
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of endeavoring to make some negotiation with you whereby he may be released from the obligations he 
is under forme. He has investigated my affairs, and finds that he is soon to be sacrificed by me, and by 
me only, if he is not soon relieved. 

The great object that I have had in view since my return from Europe has been to get the debt you 
owed me so much reduced that I might be able to pay my debts, and I have more than fifty letters from 
you wherein you state that in less than eighteen months from the time of my arrival this should be done. 
It is now two years since my arrival, though you have paid much, and I believe all that you have had the 
ability to do, yet I find myself far from reaching this desired object. The time, however, is had when 
you have the ability to do it if you please, and the only easy way that you can do it is to put the property 
on board of your vessels, and a part of the funds to be raised on respondentia, and the remainder to be 
held until you see a convenient time to redeem them. 

The property that I have been obliged to throw away in consequence of the immense sum that you 
have been indebted to me exceeds $150,000 within the last three years. This sacrifice has been made in 
extra interest, bad debts, and loss on goods. After Mr. T. has compelled me to make all this sacrifice, 
and when I ask him only to place me in a situation that I may be able to pay my debts, when he has the 
ability to do it, and in a way perfectly easy, he refuses. How different are the style of your letters now 
to what they were at the time you wished to get out your vessels the last season; then nothing was said 
about giving up. Has your situation grown worse? I answer no; it is vastly better. Is (it) now any 
worse than it was three years ago, and at a time, too, when you stated to me, on the 18th March, 1821, 
in your letter, that you were as good as the bank? I say that your situation is far preferable now to 
what it was then. Why is your situation better? I answer, because you can now, with proper manage- 
ment, keep on for several years; then you could not have seen any reasonable prospect of getting on for 
three months. Through Mr. B., Smith and Nicoll were thrown in your way, and you made use of their 
services, their property, and their credit in any way you pleased. You now have it in your (power) to 
relieve me, and in no way can it be done so easy as to put the property on board of your vessels. The 
freights, Mr. Thomson, of your four ships cannot produce less than $150,000. The Savery and Sims will 
produce $90,000, at the least, and if well managed, $100,000. Let a rule be fixed on for the amount to 
be paid, and should you send us any property to be sold, the proceeds shall be returned to you at once. 
Anything I can do I will do to assist you, but relief I must have. 

Yours, respectfully, 





EDWARD H. NICOLL. 
Epwarp Tuomson, Esq. 





PHILADELPHIA, January 23, 1826. 


Sir: As assignees of Edward Thomson, we now enclose you affidavits in answer to your queries; 
they are drawn up by the different persons from the facts within their knowledge, without the aid or 
advice of any professional gentleman; this, we trust, may account for any deficiency in form—the object 
has been plainly to put the Government in possession of facts. 

We propose furnishing you with our views of the necessity of all the ships coming into Philadelphia 
in place of New York; great exertions will be made to get them into the latter port. 

We intend, also, to furnish you with the copy of a respondentia bond, by which you will be able to 
comprehend how the property stands. 

These communications we shall not be able to furnish before to-morrow evening. If, in the mean- 
time, you go to Washington, they shall be sent after you by mail. 

With great respect, 
RICH. RENSHAW, 
PETER MACKIE, 
Assignees of E. Thomson. 
SamveL. Harrison Suiru, Esq. 





No. 66. 
Deposition of Charles Mackie, clerk of E. Thomson. 


Charles Mackie, of the city of Philadelphia, being duly affirmed according to law, says that he has 
been in the employ of Edward Thomson, of said city, upwards of four years; that he does not know 
the precise time when teas were first taken from store without permit, but believes it was about the 
summer of 1822, at which time the ship Addison arrived from Canton, and thinks it was on said ship’s 
cargo that some teas were taken from store without bonding. He does not know who gave orders to 
take teas from store without permit at this time, it not being his department. When teas were taken 
from store, a permit for a part was generally delivered to the custom-house officer. Deponent was 
unacquainted with the amount of teas taken from store, not bonded in the years 1822 and 1823, and says 
that it was in the years 1824 and 1825 that he first became aware of the deficiencies of teas not bonded, 
and has no doubt that three-fifths of the teas imported by Edward Thomson were taken from store without 
permits, but kept no account thereof: and it was some time after he delivered teas before he discovered 
this. This deponent knows that teas were taken without permit, by directions of Edward Thomson, 
during the two last years, and none were delivered without his directions. No teas were taken from store 
with the aid or co-operation of any persons during the two last years. Mr. Thomson himself gave the 
orders. 

On the arrival of a ship from Canton the custom-house key was got and kept while the ship was 
discharging, and returned when she was discharged. Whenever a sale of teas of E. Thomson’s was made 
at auction, by J. & W. Lippincott & Co., the custom-house key was got by one of his young men, who 
delivered permits for part of the teas sold, and kept the key until they were all delivered, at which time 
it was returned to the custom-house officer. It was usual to get the custom-house key when teas were 
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to be shipped to New York or Boston, at which time permits for part were always handed to the officer, 
and who received the key back when such teas were shipped; deponent thinks that the teas shipped from 
the pavement without being stored, in 1824 and 1825, would amount to about 7,000 chests, three-fourths 
of which were not bonded at the time sent away. The porters employed by Edward Thomson always 
went by the direction of his young men; they were entirely ignorant of teas being taken from store with- 
out permit. Other porters were sometimes employed by purchasers; and the teas not stored were nearly 
always shipped to New York, and sometimes to Boston. 

Whenever Messrs. J. & W. Lippincott & Co. made an advance on teas to Mr. Thomson, he always 
gave them the keys of the stores in which the teas were stored, and which they returned to him after 
having made a public or private sale of said teas to liquidate said advance. Deponent cannot say how 
long the keys were in Lippincott & Co.’s possession. Advances were received very often by Mr. Thomson 
from them, and the occurrence of such transactions were so frequent that it would be impossible for him 
to state the periods when the keys were handed to them and received back by Mr. Thomson; no account 
of this kind has ever been kept, but they were not received back until the advances were liquidated. He 
has no knowledge in regard to the mode in which others in the Canton trade do their business, either in 


Philadelphia or New York. 
CHARLES MACKIE, 
PHILADELPHIA, January 23, 1826. 


Sworn and subscribed before me. 
ABRAHAM SHOEMAKER, Alderman. 





No. 67. 
Deposition of Barclay Arney, clerk of E. Thomson. 


Personally appeared before me Barclay Arney, of the city of Philadelphia, who, being duly affirmed, 
doth say that he has been in the employ of Edward Thomson, of said city, upwards of seven years as 
clerk; that he cannot say exactly at what period the practice of taking teas from store commenced, not 
having been in the practice of delivering teas; but he knows it has been the practice for some years past, 
but at no time has it been so extensive as in 1825. Affirmant believes the teas taken from store were 
done so by direction of Mr. Thomson. Mr. Thomson’s young men received the key from the custom-house 
officer whenever he applied for it, which was generally retained until the delivery of the teas was com- 
pleted. The teas sold by Messrs. Lippincott at public auction were delivered by one of their young 
men, assisted by one of Mr. Thomson’s. Messrs. Lippincott were generally in advance to Mr. Thomson 
on teas in store, and of course were entitled to the keys themselves. Whenever it was otherwise the keys 
were returned as soon as done with; Messrs. Lippincott knew nothing of teas being taken from store 
without being duly bonded. This affirmant has several times carried Mr. Thomson’s directions to the 
young man delivering tea for New York (in consequence of F.S. Bailey and Francis H. Nicoll ordering 
teas not permitted to be shipped) to lock up the stores, as that was the only method he could adopt to 
prevent them from getting the same. I have no certain knowledge of a like practice elsewhere except in 
New York, by the house of Smith & Nicoll, but cannot say to what extent. Edward H. Nicoll did 
acknowledge to me that he had taken teas from store to a small amount without permits. As to the 
operation of taking teas from store, it was customary to get a permit, which on being handed to the officer, 
the key of the stores was given up, when Mr. Thomson had taken therefrom any teas that he might wish 
to deliver. In many instances I have delivered the permit to the officer without the young man engaged 
in delivering ever seeing the same; he had directions what quantity to deliver from Mr. Thomson. 

BARCLAY ARNEY. 


Affirmed and subscribed, this 23d January, 1826, before 
ABRAHAM SHOEMKAER, Alderman. 





No. 68. 


PHILADELPHIA, January 18, 1826. 


Sir: In our conversation this morning you expressed a wish I could furnish a statement, in the form 
of an affirmation, respecting the transactions of Joshua and Wm. Lippincott & Co. with Edward Thom- 
son. They are of considerable magnitude and long standing; therefore the minutia must be gone into for 
explanations, and would swell an account already very large, and embrace much matter of no importance 
to your inquiry; the pressure of business excludes us from giving, at this moment, such a statement. 

I therefore suggest your proposing to the firm the points on which you desire information, and our 
earliest attention shall be given. 

As respects the transactions between the firm of J. & W. Lippincott & Co. and Thomson, our books 
shall be open for your inspection. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WM. LIPPINCOTT. 
Sam. H. Sars, Esq. 
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No. 69. 


Advertisement by auction of FE. Thomson’s teas. 


In National Gazette of February 28, 1825, and daily to March 11, 1825, by J. & W. Lippincott & Co.: 
“The cargo of the William Savery, consisting of—— 
2,041 chests, 645 half chests, 1,000 ten-catty boxes, 1,000 five-catty boxes young hyson. 
434 chests and 437 half chests hyson. 
2,930 chests hyson skin. 
90 chests pouchong. 
4,317 packages cassia.” 


In National Gazette of April 9, 1825, and daily to November 138, 1825, by J. & W. Lippincott & Co.: 
“The cargo of the ship Addison, consisting of— 
Young hyson teas in chests, half chests, ten and five-catty boxes. 
Gunpowder teas in chests, fifteen-catty boxes, ten and five-catty boxes. 
Imperial teas in chests, half chests and catty boxes. 
Company and cargo hyson in chests. 
Company and cargo hyson skin in chests and half chests. 
Tonkay teas in chests. 
Bohea souchong teas in chests. 
Cassia, in chests. 
Catalogues the morning of sale.” 


In National Gazette of April 27, 1825, and daily to May 11, 1825, by J. & W. Lippincott & Co.: 
“The cargo of the ship Woodrop Sims, from Canton, consisting of— 
Young hyson tea, in chests, half chests, and five-catty boxes. 
Hyson tea, in chests, and five-catty boxes. 
Imperial tea, in chests, and ten-catty boxes. 
Hyson skin tea, in chests. 
Company tea, in chests. 
And cassia, in mats.” 


In Naiional Gazette of July 18, 1825, and daily to August 3, 1825: 
“The cargo of the ship Thomas Scattergood, consisting of— 
Young hyson tea, in chests and half chests. 
Gunpowder tea, in half chests, ten and five-catty boxes. 
Imperial tea, in half chests, and ten-catty boxes. 
Hyson tea, in chests. 
Tonkay tea, in chests, and cassia, in boxes and mats.” 


In National Gazette of August 9, 1825, and daily to August 31, 1825. 
“The cargo of the ship Benjamin Rush, consisting of teas and cassia, &¢. 
And young hyson tea, in chests and half chests. 
Gunpowder tea, in five-catty boxes. 
Hyson tea, in chests. 
Hyson skin tea, in chests. 
Tonkay skin tea, in chests, and cassia, in boxes and mats.” 
Above sales all made at Lippincotts’ auction store on the day after that last specified. 


In National Gazette of September 10, 1825, continued to September 21, 1825, sold by J. & W- 
Lippincott at their auction store: 
“145 15-catty boxes gunpowder tea. 

500 10-catty boxes gunpowder tea. 

500 5-catty boxes gunpowder tea. 
20 quarter chests imperial tea. 
20 half chests imperial tea. 

300 10-catty boxes imperial tea. 

255 20-catty boxes imperial tea. 

Of the Woodrop Sims and Addison’s cargo.” 
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No. 70. 


Abstract of bonds given by E. Thomson. 





Date of bond. |No. of bond.| Names of sureties. Amount. 





1824. | 
June 28 3866 | Richard Renshaw and Samuel Konighit......cccces o0ccccccecc cece ccccsccesccccccc cece vecccs cece cece cccccs $514 00 
August 7 BF Tecsanswnss BOs 00s 5500200000000 wllO s 0.0.05 00100 0500's. 606 0080\0 000100 6656510 010.00 00016 01016. 5:00:b05 0550000 be 00 wceeeslseee 1,305 00 


November 19 7612 | R. Renshaw, S. Knight, and F.8. Bailey. .....cccccccescccccccccccscccccccccccc cscs cose esse eesescescecees 4,270 09 





19 7.) Se ae es | eee SRE ERED OS GRUED SUED cease cet nempseesb em cwebsHees wae sas bubasibeunsacceaeseewsaneeunusaeen 860 00 
25 7707 Joon eoreeedOn, Peper tae due recee AG scicsrekaboeencushobosscsccedsansaesahe cesar Govan seuspueataesbencsieees 4,160 00 
December 7 i aie ys | Sse ee eer Ba Liccaines ebb au Wii wie wis bie mores Guo mine mews Sean Cian eieeinn 3,587 35 
7 WE Ficcrn- 5 cu Nasi craeeeis nes sta aewncingadisbichnhsdcinixansdnnisvenestabatiens Webnaesibisapeistions 2,632 00 
1825. 
February 3 A Na aie I loka 5a ae nal dandineh minnie e MMMa RAE RMONES 5.080 00 
17 Mee). AvsunceSeceOicanksxaesesxnsoae ADs cisnbassnso: Sheu Seebsssunenss enw sees brGbensne eh ceca senses ccccvece 5,680 00 
17 Be) inven presen slinsne boen sbee esos ND) eiosbenipseap ki esas esbenesanne ese Ssaivni asa ptbebes eb nees bead nserioessen ess 1,764 00 
March 1 DIP TccneeecacmOecavs inven manGines DDS ccnssaee peed ussnseesanbebasinwees toneewcbesuscesouxanies séSeeoewseeeeers 56,632 05 
12 RRS aio poepai nau eseuscaskeuake SD sooth cb aie wane cuuwicukbohpnakniecseeeaseanioneeauterbubssiee stesSuiewsce 5,292 00 


14 Re aii ts i hein ataennbchabdbriseneseanebeses __ esoersianasmuarabniebeatied 8.399 00 
19 1214 Richard Renshaw and Samuel Kiight........cccccccccecccccs cece ceeces cesses sess cecs sees scesss sees essces 2, 644 00 
21 E Bicicccn cea See ee eta Eee seheniione sce Vey Sao os eo eo 8,280 00 
px 1663 | R. Renshaw, S. Knight, and F. 8S. Bailey......... cn KdSo RR eRkeae 60600) 5408 Bhbh605N05 HOES OR NSKRTETOSESs C656 8,080 00 
April 1938 | Richard Renshaw and Samuel Knight..... seen pobnh Us Gaus eh bun wens ses es aa mee coe se nbie bie si peneesseise sees 15, 972 00 
1,130 00 


Bo Renshaw, &. Knight, and 2. S. Bate yi. .sss0. 2ic0s'es00.0:0:0.00\00000605056060s008 seccdsecce cece ccc cceces 40,717 76 


4 
4 PBS bisen enue BD ivccesse cccesccccccdO ceccccescses PITETITETIIT TTT ETT 1,540 00 
4 BOPP Bos ea nckeescecwsxnncasscnses BOs acrcese cers cundeesessaenen ShabnWeadeebsE hones wessdceeeiwsenbeaoaaccioese 

5 2193 | 

st) 790 Ai cpepcaeedOsrsnacececpmesparedO seis be seiuaeaec: censpesne ARcuase cenesewes par eees a ee Tas. 2,646 00 


2,646 00 
19,375 00 


ll EOD! VisswenesesObensscakseeses> panel sccaus cess [Kbkbbh beeheh oeboaanes sasshWwenehcwsss bios rsees Seeeheeaeses when 
12 a eee eee a ikid eee eter enelod iinet palcbube ssa AGA Read Wess ape beneenens 
20 2518 | RANE VORA AY ANNIE POMLINACS UCOUIENE cope oon yds Sas ee ina wioneeeenied obs od ¥ ein os0dS0054 BESS semen sbeuse 4,200 00 
23 2832 | 

30 MRE. Bisacoec aii arr Dh cocshansia 7 RT eee Sccsunresiinianseee aeianeieaaeebe 
May 2 Re napa spuen phen ss sae onbeseoewe dO . 00. seeees cocccccccecece eos cccerscscces Cece cccccccces cece cess ceceeecces 4,500 00 
2,000 00 


R. Renshaw, 8S. Knight, and F. S. Bailey........cccccsccscccccscccsccccccees ccc c cece cccerecececscecccces 2,040 00 
3,528 00 


14 <7 at fae ee HOreew aves eakeascone BOxAsexs BOSSE ARES Eee Se Pee eee tee poke ciaeees Sane thas sone Sreeeeeeye 


19 et | a Met hit oso Yee Rl aac seinneeee Ma ac Ramee PR Weer ere eT 3,440 00 
25 2A gt Re Ae Pe he il PA eects is es res aw CIRC CEE ranean 4.680 00 


June 1 BIOs: lesen snae SoD ke asbSedes ners seen a Suns We Gis Se 0N eb Se OnehKbEeeene seb alen iene oasieu see eins Sa wee eee a wear 4,475 00 

















15 BIOS, Sicesbe sere Gsebsensessoess eens Oo sne0n000% Stkeead pis aweSieubaie ewes wine Ss eS4S SOUS BES BUNS OWee ec’ den ewe esos 4,000 00 

28 M6 bianns Wccsssa tees psvcxses Misicasicses snl ba eieiglvnnnd anbenin ni ionnee seshiviben iesiiann neds Sie ehneneciin 32,891 50 

29 OE Nicki cecces ossaso5 S555 33 Os sesene Io tod Hon SI ese ao Snioeeeieeen eecceare Pescaree 1,2v0 00 

July 5 1) EBB Boe ssaays- AGiesseasseneosbseee OSS sor soa ebGeaiichesissone cee se wsotecuemoseele ser emenkesianerannnets 2,400 00 
6 45B4  |ecccccccee DO, ioensneseb enw cuec IO. ws se 5 656 su p'v win slo ow eSie dv sisd webb 9 ose sen Se ee muses onninseses eeseaslies ss «se 2.000 00 

ll BGR2. jonseccesne BOiecseaneeeaeneense BOcvareasne peck sennew shes ees puue seuss SasESeanins .chaneRomeienee se eeu ees his 4,000 00 

13 BID doseeceses MO rkoessssyynnee Ns OS Pe pase ees eiswueinuin ys/ssiee an sie eisawiss en cavie 1,130 00 

l4 | a Beare ya vi Pee sae ae em eniees 5 USS a eee pies aposeeeecb Wares saves eereabeaweineas 5,480 00 

19 4874 [eccccccece dO. 2.0000 Saeeaeeeee 0 2 ses nonsense sabubeseseausee bon ua ieee Sbeeee Kaiveio sles secu eee ee ce cece cccees 4,000 00 

August 10 SBIO focsvwcvecclOccescscsescoeccoe oO. ceescece cece eee cece cece cece te cece teen tees cent eee eee sees eens eneees voees 23,080 47 
311,951 13 


All the bonds, to the best of my recollection, with FP. 8. Bailey’s name on them, were signed by the 
attorney of said Bailey on the 19th November, 1825, by virtue of powers of attorney given to Peter 
Mackie, and executed during the year 1824 (say 1824.) 





DAVID GIBSON. 








Date of bond. | No. of bond.| Names of sureties. Amount. 


1825. 
February 28 567 Richard Renshaw..... cunoubawenee MAUR Re SR EN ER SNe ee Mesa Dien eeune Sehbe Seabee an ees Leeda ReerwaeLeNuoeeen $2,077 00 
28 ae ees. ae ee ee eee SE spaces Sei wise Reale sane Si hewn wok bom NOR SAS MEN ne ies bea e ARE SUM Combe eERES 2,077 00 


1,044 00 
4,410 00 


March 1 580 Peal ELAR WN SIM IUCT SLAVIN 5 5 55645500 0058 00s econ bones uses sede se Oks eeban asses beens eseawes 


14 APRS A cccnep cep eM Ds pe sans casctcpscosilOy wespantoeswarelen osusscesawda seus cane tees enusiees seq dean seasasvessaeedees 8, 864 00 
18 MBGS psec nm nseMl Obes buuisnes ssecu-bellO,\5s0sasne ne ewes e sxmiemoseebseisicsi seule elves sis ec vm eiplaleieeirinin's’s\s/e00is/ses6'ein 12,724 00 
23 EDEN. Abs cuseeserOssessabekesseexs> PMID Gs ch open b cn ece nese ween Sue bene cece bebisieneeasenanpe ieee oaneasencan sound 3,480 00 
April 5 PAL: Bi vespacuestiOsacs<cbabebasnevi SO asbnswubaube snes sowskubreseoeneeeeee Serban eeeiewess px obenicnnssewsn sm en sais 706 56 
5 MEME LeLobinacrelOcL seas ecet ahead ssc obccbis ane es ree sabee eras hws deweass suhew SaNuu oes ciewseeuneuas orventee sent 706 00 
5 BEPe Sobssakascet Onn sss cssinniod weiss ollO racine wise su ius snl sees 5 2is'0 “1s isisisie swiss) (bie eas O eisi0i0is sv vinis's bess Sisis'e 606 o's 9's 707 00 
7 PEOE NM bnuhin pan wlOs pase bes seausauce¥lOs conc cosenanssnesbaenewised Shoes sbGnsse nous Shue ans p eels seen see siowisiws secs 882 00 
9 BENE A ieseen esse bons onsps oes ies nal aise bauu asso nsocs<ueon pose wenuniesebscbbene loses suiahevcseeu[se ss eitisionssceeee 3,464 00 
ll EEO” Micsoubee DLE case habe snse sabes conga ensee besa aeeuaulsawiwnwsen Gass oe ees cess o's ese sl supe Seo. wane seen ses 2,532 00 
13 OAL) AksneenswhellOss 25405840 sscuues SOs condeeseuses sb os ween seuen.e uns eee'sosieseuissas dase beseise aes dene sinneelseeeies 3,364 00 
13 2345 MS SINE cca acho conus sheeen Gennes he SeSbee heen sNGbseh Sse nsec sebweaeSoueu bes eenseeseeemeenes 1,551 90 
13 PMD EEebhcoaue: oes isnseonksssbebe es ss Vsneen sesh eehcae sere seuneeeakeeeoeeeseesersocees encnioensweenesseseesee 1,551 00 


2,560 00 
1,764 00 


14 2383 Richard Renshaw and Samuel Knight.....ccccccececccvcecersesseseeessvessseeree eres sess seesseserscveses 


16 WEED BessncrnceeOn cas nubs nesscsneeetls coc. panses os ens00 00s ps 60.059%s090s) 04505050 050050059566 N505 0000000005008 
18 PEMD. Bounds onwelleebop shew shun anes wdeonwausswsnses sv 0swews oboe sipod050 bein hve 655060905 9905800 5) 0556.00005 2,720 00 
18 DEAD Tepeainbe se ellObenseebs seve aps cllOs asap asda lown eee 60040 e's oes ens SS gph bis 00s $65) 005590 ei00 eS e0 sip5d 0064052 7,520 00 





235 50 








18 SIAL Lecce ceneeeAOscceccereececcens ede vecveseeecsceeee nese sess sees esse sess esse ee eD OEE DTOEEe OES DORE SHED EE SEES 
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Date of bond. | No. of bond. Names of sureties. 











3142 
3143 
2525 
2802 
2833 
2Q8x6 
2887 
3055 
3137 
3144 
3145 
3154 
3162 
3183 
3184 
3222 
3283 
3289 
3334 
3376 
35306 
3800 
4005 
4108 
4109 
4136 
4407 
4513 
4534 
4535 
4535 
4538 
4539 
4540 
4585 
4586 
4533 
4831 
4848 
4857 
4868 
4875 
5104 
5105 
5107 
5161 
5270 
S271 
5205 
5295 
5299 
5311 
5339 
5340 
5383 
5384 
5681 
5682 
5912 
6257 
6419 
6420 
6471 
6472 
6529 
6570 
6576 
6946 
6947 
7695 
7696 
8127 
8128 
8408 
8409 
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Amount. 





$236 00 

236 00 
5,650 00 
1,230 00 
2,120 00 
2,040 00 

882 00 
2,499 00 
2,962 00 
1,764 00 
1,764 00 
2,520 00 
8,820 00 

720 00 

700 00 
8,200 00 

852 00 
3,360 00 
2,480 00 

720 00 
1,640 00 
2,520 00 
2,880 00 

720 00 
2,880 00 
4,005 00 

720 00 

720 00 

458 45 

458 00 

459 00 

428 41 

428 00 

428 00 

875 00 
1,775 00 
1,764 00 
1,764 00 
3,720 00 
2,632 00 
1,764 00 
1,764 00 
3,380 00 

882 00 
6,310 00 
1,978 00 
5,725 50 

612 50 
3,920 00 
7,450 00 

975 00 
5,140 00 

972 50 

650 00 
6,280 00 
4,500 00 
3,200 00 
1,720 00 
2,468 00 
2,480 00 
2,732 00 
3,740 00 
3,564 00 
2,020 00 
2,000 00 
1,764 00 
1,500 00 
1,764 00 
1,270 00 
2,664 00 

835 00 
4,986 40 
2,218 00 
3,556 00 
1,064 00 


oT 





245, 379 72 
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No. 71. 
Puitavetruta, December 8, 1825. 


Charles Mackie presents his respects to Mr. Jackson, and, previous to giving him the details required, 
begs leave to state that he came into the counting-house of Mr. Thomson in or about the spring of 1821, 
His object was only to remain a few months, so as to complete his mercantile education under the eye of 
his father, and afterwards to pursue the business to which he had been brought up, say, that of a grocer, 
Mr. Thomson would not, however, part with him, and he has been in his employ ever since, though 
without any fixed salary; he has from time to time received what was merely sufficient to pay for his 
clothing, and no more. 

From what he now understands, teas must have been taken from store without permit as early as 
1822, and have been taken in same manner from that period till now; but he was ignorant of the fact or 
consequences for a long time. 

In 1822, 1823, and a great part of 1824, Mr. Fisher superintended the delivery of teas. When he 
left Philadelphia for Canton, in the latter end of 1824, the writer was directed from time to time to 
deliver and ship teas as Mr. Thomson ordered; and in no instance has he taken from the stores a single 
chest beyond the quantity so ordered. At first, as before noted, he was ignorant of the impropriety, 
because the permits were then generally sent to Mr. Jackson by Mr. Arney, without his seeing them, and 
the writer had directions from Mr. T. what to take from the store. He cannot say that he has been 
ignorant lately; but would never have had the knowledge he now possesses but from having been present 
at the numerous remonstrances of his father to Mr. Thomson on the impropriety of taking teas from store 
in the manner he did. The writer frequently received notes from Francis H. Nicoll to Mr. Thomson, 
pointing out the quantity and kind of teas to be shipped, which he generally destroyed, and only one of 
these notes now remains in his possession. 

During this year he thinks that Mr. T. has taken greater liberties than in former years. The time 
has been selected when Mr. Jackson has been engaged on the wharf, not only at the ships belonging to 
Mr. T. but other Canton ships At such periods large quantities of teas have been sent away, and often 
from the pavement, without putting them in store. Mr. Jackson could not see this, as his engagements 
were constant on the wharf; and Mr. Thomson usually sent to see when Mr. Jackson was thus engaged, 
and on such occasions took large quantities of teas from store, the greater part not bonded. The writer 
thinks that he could not have counted the teas in the stores owing to the darkness and mode of stowing. 
An advantage was also taken of one custom-house key opening all the stores, and when obtained for a 
particular description of teas bonded it was frequently used for opening the stores containing teas not 
bonded, and which were sent away without the knowledge of Mr. Jackson. 

It was customary for Mr. Jackson to leave the custom-house keys in the hands of Mr. Thomson, or 
of those persons whom he directed to receive them, from the time a ship began to discharge until she was 


finished, when the custom-house locks were put on. 
Yours, with great respect, 
CHARLES MACKIE. 


Mr. AnprEw Jackson. 





No. 72. 
January 17, 1826. 


Dear Sir: The letters I lent Messrs. Lippincott have been returned from New York. I shall have 
certified copies made out without delay, so that I shall not be the cause of delaying you but a few days. 
Those letters will go to show that all the irregularity is to be attributed to New York. 


With great regard, 
EDWARD THOMSON. 
I hope you will remember to ask Mr. Jackson (at custom-house) whether any other teas than mine 


have been irregularly taken from store. And before you go I should hope you would ask Henry Pratt, 
esq., as to the mode of doing business in our city. I have understood he has had a particular knowledge 


arising from experience. 
KE. T. 


S. H. Sarrn, Esq. 





No. 73. 
January 20, 1826. 


Dear Sir: I do not wish to injure any man on earth; but, as you mentioned your having come on to 
have a general view of the business, I would mention that Mr. W. Brown, late partner of Clapier, can 


throw light on the business, I think, as much as any one I know. 


With great respect, 
EDWARD THOMSON. 
S. H. Sarrn, Esq. 





No. 74. 
January 20, 1826. 


Dear Sir: In my note this morning I ought to have been a little more precise. I ought to have 
suggested asking the question whether any lock and key was put by the custom-house on Mr. Brown’s 
stores containing teas ? 


With great respect, 
EDWARD THOMSON. 
S. H. Santry, Esq. 
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No. 75. 
PHILADELPHIA, January 21, 1826. 


Dear Sir: The questions you put yesterday, in addition to what was before not completed, compels 
me to ask of you to delay your departure till Tuesday next. Then I shall be ready. 


With great respect, 
EDWARD THOMSON. 
S. H. Sarrn, Esq. 





No. 76. 
Letter from Edward Thomson to Samuel H. Smith, Esq. 


PaiLaDEvputia, January 23, 1826. 


Dear Sir: I have sent you this day sundry letters from New York, to show that it has been a 
eneral practice pursued, to gain some time, during the year allowed for storing the teas; and I have 
little doubt, but, if any merchant had been suddenly destroyed in the Canton trade, he would have been 
found in a proportionably degree similarly situated; there certainly was no intention of defrauding the 
revenue, but of dividing the bonds so that too large an amount should not be payable in one day; as I 
explained in conversation, a bond is given on the arrival of the vessel for every chest on board, therefore, 
it is impossible to defraud the revenue. 
I must acknowledge I was desirous to make the deficiency as small as possible, in order to which, 
I wrote the New York houses letters calculated to make them withhold their heavy demands for teas 
and money; indeed, every intention of mine was founded in good intention, and the most sincere hope to 
pay the Government every dollar I owed them, and since my failure, I have done everything possible to 
aid that cause; and you will please assure the President and Secretary of the Treasury that my 
exertions shall not abate till every dollar is paid; I feel very confident there will be little or no loss by 
me. 


With great respect, 
EDW. THOMSON. 


Samvet Harrison Suiru, Esq. 


In reply to a debate in Congress, I must remark our custom-house officers, I fully believe, are entirely 
above being bribed—it is out of the question. 
KE. T. 





No. 77. 
PHILADELPHIA, January 23, 1826. 
Dear Str: Shall I suggest to you to put the question to those in my counting-house, whether some 
of the stores have not been without any custom-house locks during this year ? 
With great respect, 
EDW. THOMSON. 


I shall complete this day for you. 
E. T. 


S. Harrison Saitu, Esq. 





No. 78. 
Anonymous.—Respecting general certificates being issued in blank. 


The custom-house in Philadelphia is in the practice of issuing what are called general certificates in 
blank, which merchants fill up with what quantity they please; this is amongst the greatest deficiencies 
of our custom-house; this is done a few days after the ship arrives, and before the usual certificates are 
ready; they are signed by the surveyor of the port, and blanks left, which may be filled up with one 
hundred chests or five thousand. Those general certificates would be well enough, provided the proper 
officer was to attend to the shipment of the goods and then fill up the blanks himself; but to leave all to 
the merchants is about as bad as can be—in short, it is too great a temptation for a merchant. 

Understanding you are here concerning the custom-house business, I have thought it not untimely 


to drop you a line. You can improve on this. 
Samue, Harrison Satu, at the Mansion House, Philadelphia. 





No. 79. 
Deposition of Edward Thomson. 


As my books are so far behindhand, I cannot state with certainty the annexed items, but believe 
1 am not far from being correct. The cause of my owing so much to the United States for duties is 
owing to their having gone into the hands of Smith & Nicoll and Bailey, who promised to aid in the 
payment of them. I have been much misled, indeed, by their assurances. 
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I commenced the India and China trade with a capital of near $800,000, and after various reverses 
have at length failed. 

As to the teas taken out of store and not entered fully, there was no intention of defrauding the 
revenue, but with the intention of entering them along, so that all would be entered during the year, as 
was the practice in New York, and I had heard of some also in Philadelphia; for particulars I refer to the 
letters from New York handed to C. J. Ingersoll, esq. I gave the duties with reluctance out of my hands; 
but being in debt to Smith & Nicoll, they were forced out of my hands. Since my failure I have confessed 
a judgment to the United States, so as to cover all the property coming in in my ships, and I will render 
every aid and assistance to the Government, in order that they may lose, I hope, but a small sum by me, 

Floyd S. Bailey informed me that (his partner) Edward H. Nicoll, a director of the Branch Bank at 
New York, had an opportunity, by being a director, of knowing the amount of the different bonds paid by 
the importers of teas in that city, and he found that one great importer in that place entered about one- 
half, at the time of sale and taking out of store, and completed the remainder in the course of the year, 
This was the course pursued in Philadelphia. The principal, or, indeed, only reason was to divide the 
bonds so that too heavy a sum might not fall due in one day. At the same time J must acknowledge 
there would not have been so many teas taken out of store, but they were forced out by those who had the 
power over me, which I could not control. I became in debt to them by the misfortune of business. [| 
often endeavored to alarm them—I mean the New Yorkers—both by letters and in conversation, so as to 
prevent the heavy pressure on me for teas, but they were immoveable; they would have them. 

I have been between thirty-two and thirty-three years in business, and have paid into the public 
Treasury, as near as I can at present ascertain, upwards of fourteen millions of dollars, and never let a 
bond lay over one day unpaid, except the present moment of embarrassment. I have always been told 
that no other man or house in trade has paid as much to the Government; and as to the advantage 
which might result from taking teas out of store as they did in New York, that went immediately into 
the pockets of the New Yorkers, not a cent in mine; they have the whole, I derived no benefit from it. 


EDW. THOMSON. 
PHILADELPHIA, January 23, 1826. 


Duly affirmed and subscribed, the 23d of January, 1826, before me, 
RICHARD RENSHAW, Justice of the Peace. 
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2,550,000 











No. 80. 
Piiapetrnta, January 25, 1826. 


Sm: We, as the assignees of Edward Thomson, do conceive it our duty to point out through you to 
the Government of the United States the great importance of the ships owned and chartered by him 
arriving at Philadelphia, according to the original plans of the voyages, and the invoices and the bills of 
lading that will be on board of them. 

We are fully aware, and one of us, (P. Mackie,) from circumstances within his knowledge, firmly 
believes, that great exertions will be made by Francis H. Nicoll, of New York, and his friends to get 
them in there, the greatest part of the cargoes of these ships being hypothecated or on respondentia in 
that city, and the bills of sale of the ships being in the name of F. H. Nicoll will be the ground on which 
they will act, and may be the plea by which they may expect to prevail on the commanders to deviate 
from their voyage and comply with their wishes. 

The ships are the Addison, Woodrop Sims, Benjamin Rush, and Thomas Scattergood, all of them 
owned by Edward Thomson, but bills of sale, previous to sailing and since, in the name of Francis H. 
Nicoll, and ship Superior, of New York, chartered by said Edward Thomson. When we say that bills of 
sale for the four ships named have been, before sailing and since their departure on the last voyage, in 
the name of F. H. Nicoll, let it be perfectly understood that these ships have been ostensibly owned by 
Edward II. Nicoll and Floyd 8. Bailey, then by Edward IH. Nicoll, and finally by Francis H. Nicoll, for 
these several years past, though the registers have at all times been in the name of Edward Thomson. 
This has been managed by bills of sale being returned by these persons on the arrival of a ship, and new 
ones having been given them by Edward Thomson when the ship had been entered by him at the termina- 
tion of each voyage. In the case of the ships Benjamin Rush and Thomas Scattergood, Francis H. Nicoll 
received bills of sale after the ships sailed, he holding at the same time bills of sale previous to sailing, 
which he promised to deliver back, which, as far as our knowledge extends, he has not done. 

When you fully view the situation of all these ships and their cargoes, which will be the subject of 
another communication from us, we think you will be aware of the necessity of their coming here and 
nowhere else, as the only means by which the interest of the United States can be fully guarded—more 
particularly as it is considered the property conveyed to Francis H. Nicoll can be claimed back and 
obtained by the laws of the United States. 

We would respectfully recommend that the Government should consider the propriety of stationing 
revenue cutters or cruisers at or off the Capes of Delaware, and at the entrance of the harbors of New 
York and Boston, with directions to force these vessels into the port of Philadelphia, should force be 
necessary, and also to give directions to all the Collectors on the sea-board to refuse entry of such ships 
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should they succeed to get into any other port than this. We shall only add that every assistance in our 
power, as assignees, shall at all times be rendered. 
With great respect, 
RICHARD RENSHAW, 
PETER MACKIE, 
Samuet Harrison Ssirn, Esq. Assignees of Edward Thomson. 





PuivapELputa, January 25, 1286. 


Sir: As you requested, we now furnish you with a particular account of the property shipped by 
Edward Thomson on board the ships Addison, Woodrop Sims, Superior, (of New York,) Thomas Scatter- 
good, and Benjamin Rush, all at the present time performing voyages from hence to Canton and back, 
and all expected to arrive in Philadelphia from the Ist of March to 15th July next. You have also the 
form and a copy of a respondentia bond, which will enable you fully to comprehend how this property, 
amounting to $803,718 59, is situated. 

It will at once be observed that the whole of this property is apparently, and perhaps actually, out 
of the hands of Edward Thomson and beyond the control of his assignees. That part on actual respon- 
dentia and on which the money has bona fide been advanced by the insurance companies and by Messrs. 
Schott & Lippincott, we consider as beyond the power of the Government and assignees, further than the 
return cargoes arriving to a favorable market ; circumstances which we do not calculate upon might put 
it in our power to relieve and pay the respondentia and premium, and enable us to do something more 
towards liquidating Mr. Thomson’s debt to the United States; this would be a very desirable object if 
we saw our way clear, being anxious to do all we can in the line of our duty. 

In regard to the $51,000 invoice of specie per ship Superior you are desirous of having the par- 
ticulars, and we shall give them as they have come to our knowledge, and as we believe they actually 
stand. When the ship Superior sailed, 5. & J. Nevins & Co. furnished Mr. Thomson with the whole of the 
specie, and in his payments to them he fell short about $51,000; to secure them he had a bill of lading made 
out for this sum, which he endorsed over and transferred to them; at the same time he ordered the 
invoice and bill of lading of the return cargo for this amount to be filled up to order of the shippers in 
Canton, regularly endorsed by them, and the same to be enclosed to Messrs. Nevins & Co., in Philadelphia, 
which is tantamount to consigning the said goods to them. About six weeks after this period, Mr. Thomson 
borrowed this bill of lading from Messrs. Nevins on a promise of returning it; but he says his intention 
was to get it placed on respondentia in New York, and that he forwarded it to Francis H. Nicoll there, 
on a promise from the last named that he would return to Mr. Thomson an equal amount in bills of lading 
of the Woodrop Sims and Addison. That Francis H. Nicoll did obtain the money on respondentia on the 
bill of lading and retained the same, or paid the amount to Floyd 8. Bailey, so that no part ever came into 
the possession of Edward Thomson, and afterwards refused to give up the bills of lading promised ; by 
this means there will be two claimants for this bill of lading, and it is not in our power to say who is 

‘the rightful owner. 

In regard to the bills of lading assigned to Francis H. Nicoll in the form of respondentia bonds, 
amounting to $209,380 14, and on which he had at the time of assignment made no payments, the assign- 
ment of the four ships and their freights, valued at $185,000, and the bonds and judgments on which he 
has seized all Edward Thomson’s personal property here, these, according to the opinion of Charles J. 
Ingersoll, esq., attorney for the United States, stands on another and separate footing from the actual 
bona fide respondentia ; these assignments having been received by him as collateral securities, and under 
the perfect knowledge that Edward Thomson was insolvent, and had been so for years, and that by part- 
ing with these securities he was depriving himself of the only means he possessed of paying any part of 
the immense sum owing by him (KE. Thomson) to the United States for duties; and by granting these 
conveyances Mr. Ingersoll appears to view the same as an act of insolvency, and to claim for the Govern- 
ment the preference which the laws give. We are not, however, sufficiently acquainted with the points 
of law that may be argued in this case to give our opinion, 

With great respect, 
RICHARD RENSHAW, 
PETER MACKIE, 
Assignees of Edward Thomson. 
Samvet Harrison Satu, Esq. 


_ B.S. It may be proper for us to mention that all the real estate of Mr. Thomson, worth about $40,000, 
is under mortgage to 8. & J. Nevins & Co., to whom he is indebted about $100,000. 





Received from Assignees of Edward Thomson, January 25, 1826. 


Account of the cargoes on board the ships owned and chartered by Edward Thomson : 
Ship Addison, expected to arrive in Philadelphia from 1st to 15th March, 1826. 


Invoice specie on respondentia to Pacific Insurance Company, New York..... Kiesesadrccn Saree ee 
Invoice specie on respondentia to Ocean Insurance Company, New York.............+.... 30,000 00 
Invoice specie on respondentia to Atlantic Insurance Company, New York...... .......... 21,000 00 


Invoice specie on respondentia to National Insurance Company, New York................ 21,000 00 
Invoice specie in respondentia to Francis H. Nicoll, but no money received from him, thereon 
he views it as a collateral security............ er ee eee TT TOON Te Te EONS ESTEE 30,000 00 
Two invoices ginsing and cochineal, not on respondentia, most of which will be used for dis- 
I hoses Sh bh Van Kk 5 a HSE Weare een reeduves Sbeveieeesx.| en 


Total amount of Addison’s outward Cargo..........sccsccecccecsscccccccccccccces 141,340 18 
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a ai, oe et iain 
Ship Woodrop Sims, expected to arrive in Philadelphia about the Ist April, 1826: 

Invoice specie on respondentia to American Insurance Company, New York..... sensecsses $30,000 66 

Invoice specie on respondentia to Neptune Insurance Company, New York................ 21,000 00 
Four invoices specie, $79,000, two invoices cochineal, $50,168 78, in respondentia form to F. 

H. Nicoll, as explained above per Addison........ pibpivie tee Keck wares PEE SEMIS Zs 129,168 78 

Invoice scrap iron and pig lead, not on respondentia, but will be used for disbursements.... 7,037 67 

: geen 

Total amount of Woodrop Sims’ outward cargo..........0....-. gia ae ay ier aha Nae 187,206 45 





—. 


Ship Superior, of New York, chartered by Edward Thomson, and expected to arrive in Philadelphia 
about April 30: 


Invoice specie on respondentia to Merchants’ Fire Insurance Company, New York.......... $30,000 00 
Invoice specie on respondentia to National Fire Insurance Company, New York..... cesceee 30,000 0 
. . . oad ys poe ry St 
Invoice specie on respondentia to Niawara Fire Insurance Company, New York.......... .. 25,000 0 
. . . 5 hind 1 & Yr ? 
Invoice specie on respondentia to Ocean Fire Insurance Company, New York......... .. .- 380,000 00 
. . . . Pi “dog xT ry ? 
Invoice specie on respondentia to Pacific Fire Insurance Company, New York..... weeeeees 30,000 00 
. . . : . 1° f yr r 4 
Invoice specie on respondentia to Atlantic Fire Insurance Company, New York...... ase 13,960 00 


Invoice specie for $51,000; this was money borrowed from 8. J. Nevins & Co., and the out- 
ward bill of lading placed in their hands as security. Mr. Thomson afterwards got it 


from them, and through Francis H. Nicoll got respondentia from Atlantic and Merchants’ 
‘kee: ee 


Insurance Companies..... SECM dd RAC A ONE KEENE ER OSV EN KOSS DE RKOR ENR 


es 








UO ES ETT AC. T0 apeenetl stg ire et et on eee Cee Peek Mere ate ak te 


Ship Thomas Scattergood, expected to arrive in Philadelphia about July 1, 1826: 


Invoice specie on respondentia to James Schott and Joshua Lippincott, from whom the cash 
I 6 koko so KW ee eaeee ces eee Pere rere Te er eee eee $100,000 00 
Invoice specie, bill of lading endorsed over to Smith & Nicoll, of New York, as collateral 
No, SERRE EOL OLE ETT OCT Cr Te TT TT Tee TT RTT CTT eee ...-- 15,000 00 
Invoice of ginseng and cochineal in respondentia to Francis H. Nicoll, of New York, but no 
money received from him thereon; he views it as a collateral security............ oe 


19,609 99 


Total amount of Scattergood’s outward Cargo........ccceccccccccccccccccccessees 134,609 99 


Ship Benjamin Rush, expected to arrive in Philadelphia about July 15, 1826: 


Invoice specie on respondentia to James Schott & Joshua Lippincott, from whom the cash 
roovsescee $200,000 00 


INE: bv b.oKS ke 6s eed sans se ves [APRA LEASE EERE ORE i ; 
Invoice specie ....... PRERISESCENE AUR EIGOES A Pe eee SKF eKeReeSs Se ee 
NE beck cp akan es cdc cen sever cwnsasads {tttinsteseececekeees See ee 
SE stuck es ee bebe ska n etanexe PETE Se re eT eT eT ee TT eee 786 45 
In respondentia form to Francis H. Nicoll, of New York, as explained above 

under head of Scattergood........ 5S baa ea Ree an (Meneewnenw anes 30,601 37 

PRAT MORNNNE GF TERMS OUEWEER GHIBO. ... xine cess iccceassneccsws eves ows 130,601 37 


RECAPITULATION. 
sececeess $141,340 78 


eer ee eee eT ee eee ee eee eT eT ere e LEC ERES 
ee We OOO THURS OBINO, .o656 50s. ss es ecceses pNP LRRES THRE PEEVE R ER eS 187,206 45 
Ship Superior’s cargo........ sida ee he ea PeMADERERSESE REM WOKS RR ON iene: ae ae 
ee Pe SOELEPIODE OB ORTIO 86 oss soda ccesesee see seessnseceae beueaie sictvesses SRR 
Ship Benjamin Rush’s cargo........ Cea leds LACAN ROOTES SEAT ATE RANT ERSE Mittin. a 





803,718 59 


Amount Of ail Tho CANONS... 2.205 sc ce ce adsccaccserscesdeeese cease snes 








Copy of respondentia bond. 


Know all men by these presents, that we, Edward Thomson, of Philadelphia, Francis H. Nicoll, 
Edward H. Nicoll, and Henry W. Nicoll, of New York, are held and firmly bound unto the Ocean Insurance 
Company, in the sum of forty-two thousand dollars, lawful money of the United States of America, to be 
paid to the said Ocean Insurance Company, their certain attorney, successors, or assigns, to which pay- 
ment, well and truly to be made, we do bind ourselves and each of us, our and each of our heirs, executors, 
and administrators, jointly and severally, firmly by these presents. Sealed with our seals, and dated this 
twenty-ninth day of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-four. 

Whereas the said Ocean Insurance Company have this day lent and advanced, to the above named 
Edward Thomson, the sum of twenty-one thousand dollars, lawful money of the United States of America, 
upon the goods, wares, merchandise, and specie, to that amount laden or to be laden on board the American 
ship called the Thomas Scattergood, of Philadelphia, whereof G. McCall is master, or which may be laden 
on account of the said Edward Thomson, on board the said vessel, at any time during her intended voyage 


hereinafter mentioned. 
And whereas the said vessel is now bound on a voyage at and from Philadelphia to Canton; and at 


and from thence back to Philadelphia or New York. 
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And whereas the said Ocean Insurance Company are content to stand and bear the hazard and 
adventure of the said sum so lent and advanced on the said goods, wares, merchandise, and specie, laden 
or to be laden on board of the said vessel as aforesaid, during the said voyage, so as the same do not 
exceed the term of eleven calendar months, to be computed from the day of the date hereof: 

Now the condition of this obligation is such, that if the said ship, Thomas Scattergood, laden with 
the said goods, wares, and specie, do and shall, with all convenient speed, proceed and sail on the said 
voyage, at and from Philadelphia, and return and come to Philadelphia or New York, having on board the 
above stipulated amount in value, in specie or merchandise, as the case may be, on the respective pas- 
sages, both outward and homeward, to end her voyage there, by or before the end or expiration of eleven 
calendar months, to be computed from the date hereof, and that without deviation, (the dangers and 
casualties of the seas excepted; ) and if the above bounden Edward Thomson, Francis H. Nicoll, Edward 
H. Nicoll, and Henry W. Nicoll, or either of them, or either of their heirs, executors, or administrators, 
shall and do well and truly pay, or cause to be paid, at the city of New York, to the above named Ocean 
Insurance Company, their attorney, successors, or assigns, the full sum of twenty-one thousand dollars, 
lawful money as aforesaid, immediately upon the first and next return and arrival of the said ship at the 
port of Philadelphia, or at and upon the end and expiration of eleven calendar months, to be computed as 
aforesaid, whichever shall happen, together with the sum of two thousand five hundred and twenty dollars, 
lawful money as aforesaid, that being the stipulated marine interest and premium on the said loan; or if 
the said Edward Thomson, Francis H. Nicoll, Edward H. Nicoll, and Henry W. Nicoll, or either of them, 
their or either of their heirs, executors, or administrators, shall, and do immediately, upon the first and 
next return and arrival of the said vessel at the port of Philadelphia, as aforesaid, provided such return 
and arrival happen within the space of eleven calendar months, to be computed as aforesaid, give security 
satisfactory to the said Ocean Insurance Company, to pay at the city of New York, to the said Ocean 
Insurance Company, their successors, or assigns, the said sum of twenty-one thousand dollars, together 
with the sum of two thousand five hundred and twenty dollars, within three months from the time of such 
return and arrival, with lawful interest thereupon, from the time of such return and arrival, and shall and 
do well and truly pay the same accordingly at the expiration of the said three months; or if, in the said 
voyage and before the end of the said eleven months, to be computed as aforesaid, a total loss of the said 
goods, wares, merchandise, and specie, by fire, enemies, men-of-war, or any other inevitable casualty shall 
unavoidably happen; and the said Edward Thomson, Francis H, Nicoll, Edward H. Nicoll, and Henry W. 
Nicoll, their heirs, executors, or administrators, shall and do well and sufficiently abandon, transfer, and 
assign to the said Ocean Insurance Company, their successors or assigns, all the said goods, wares, and 
merchandise, of the said Edward Thomson, so laden and to be carried from the said port of Philadelphia, 
on board the said ship Thomas Scattergood, and all other goods, wares, merchandise, and specie, which 
shall be acquired during the said voyage, by reason of .or from the proceeds of the said last mentioned 
goods, wares, and merchandises, and the net proceeds thereof, and well and truly do account for and 
pay, upon oath or affirmation, within four calendar months, to be computed from the time of such loss, to 
the said Ocean Insurance Company, or their successors, a just and proportionable average on all the said 
specie, goods, wares, and merchandise, and proceeds, if any salvage, average, or allowance, shall be 
obtained by reason of or upon the same, notwithstanding such loss; or so much thereof as shall be equal 
to the amount that would have been due and payable if the said ship had returned in safety, on her said 
voyage, at the said port of Philadelphia, then this obligation to be void; otherwise to remain in full force 
and virtue. It being first declared to be the mutual understanding and agreement of the parties to this 
contract, that the lenders shall not be liable for any charge, damage, or loss, that may arise in consequence 
of a seizure or detention, for or on account of any illicit or prohibited trade, or any trade in articles con- 
traband of war; but that the lenders shall be liable to losses and averages, and entitled to the benefit of 
salvage, in the same manner, to all intents and purposes, as underwriters on a policy of insurance, accord- 
ing to the usages and practices in the city of New York; and that in like manner the borrowers shall be 
subject to all the duties imposed on the assured by the usual policies of insurance, and the customs and 
practices of the said city. 

It is understood that if the voyage of the said ship should not have terminated at the expiration of 
the eleven calendar months, allowed by this respondentia bond, that the Ocean Insurance Company will 
prolong the time, charging interest at the rate of six per cent. per annum upon the amount of the loan, 
after the end of the said eleven months, until it so terminates. 

EDWARD THOMSON, 
FRANCIS H. NICOLL, 
EDWARD H. NICOLL, 
Sealed and delivered in presence of us: HENRY W. NICOLL. 
Prerer Mackie, 
Barctay ARNEY. 
To the signature of E. Thomson. 
J. H. Circa, 
Jas. CLrnen. 
To the signatures of F. H., E. H., & H. W. Nicoll. 


Memorandum. 


Whereas, it hath been agreed that the bills of lading for the goods, specie, wares, and merchandise, 
mentioned in the within obligation. shall be endorsed to the Ocean Insurance Company, as a collateral 
security for the loan within mentioned: 

And whereas, it has been further agreed that the property to be shipped homeward as aforesaid, 
being the proceeds of the said loan, shall be for the account and risk of the said Edward Thomson, but 
consigned to order, and the bill of lading forwarded to the said Ocean Insurance Company, to the per- 
formance of which we bind ourselves: 

Now, by this instrument, it is expressly declared, that such endorsement, or consignment, shall not 
be held to exonerate the persons of the borrowers, nor compel the said Ocean Insurance Company to accept 
the goods and merchandise which may arrive under such bill of lading and consignment in discharge of 
such debt; but it shall be lawful for the said Ocean Insurance Company to receive and hold the said goods, 
Specie, wares, and merchandise, for the space of ninety days after their arrival at the port of Philadelphia. 
60 B 
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And in case the principal, interest, and premium, in the within obligation mentioned, shall not be 
paid or satisfied within the said time, to dispose of the same at public auction, and to charge the borrowerg 
with the balance that may remain due, after deducting from the amount of said sales the freight, duties, 


commissions, and all other just and proper charges. 
EDWARD THOMSON, 


FRANCIS H. NICOLL, 
EDWARD H. NICOLL, 
HENRY W. NICOLL. 


Sealed and delivered in presence of us: 


Peter Mackie, 
Barciay ARNEY. 
To the signature of E. Thomson. 
J. H. Crrincn, 
Jas. CLINCH. 
To the signatures of F. H., E. H., & H. W. Nicoll. 





No. 81. 


PHILADELPHIA, January 25, 1826. 


Sm: Understanding that you have been deputed by the Government to investigate the affairs of Mr. 
Thomson, and to make report, I have thought it proper, to prevent any future misunderstanding, to state 
that I have, for several years past, been in the habit of consigning goods and specie by his ships to his 
sons, who were established at Canton, and that I have two adventures at present in that situation. The 
first was sent per the ship Addison, Captain Hidelius, and is ordered to be returned in her. The amount 
is expected to be, per invoice, about eleven thousand dollars. This ship is expected to arrive in all the 
month of March next. The second adventure was per the ship Benjamin Rush, Captain Bardin, consisting 
also of specie and goods to the value of about eight thousand dollars, and are ordered to be returned, one 
part per ship Benjamin Rush, and the other part per ship Thomas Scattergood; whieh ships are expected 
to arrive in August or September next. For these transactions I have the usual vouchers; and I may 
add, that all I have, or have had to do with Mr. Edward Thomson is merely to pay him his freight. I 
should not, therefore, have troubled you with this statement had there not been reason to suspect that 
vigorous measures will be taken by another party to alter the destination of these ships to New York, 
instead of Philadelphia; thus interfering with property about which there can be no contention as to the 
ownership, and placing others who may be in the same innocent situation in a state of jeopardy. 

I hope the Government will think proper, under existing circumstances, to endeavor to prevent, by 
means of its cruisers, a deviation for which the bankrupt movers in New York can offer no security. And 
I beg, sir, you will do me the favor to represent this case to the proper Department at Washington. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOHN COOK. 


SamveL H. Sanu, Esq. 





No. 82, Blank Certificate. 





Philadelphia, No. ; District oF PHILADELPHIA, 
Isabella, Leeds. Port of Philadelphia. 
—— I certify that there was imported into this district on the 29th day of August, 1825, 
Tan ‘', by Samuel Archer, in the American ship Isabella, Leeds master, from Canton, one half 


[47 pounds. chest of black tea, marked and numbered as per margin, containing forty-seven pounds. 
J. GLENTWORTH, Deputy Inspector. 








Countersigned by: For the Collect 
“or the Collector. 


Aveust 29, 1825. 





Privaperruia, January 18, 1826. 


Sir: I find that the examination of the teas of Edward Thomson in store does not embrace the numbers, 
or other marks, on each box or parcel, so as to decide in what degree they are the same with those said 
to have been assigned to the Messrs. Lippincott, or to distinguish therefrom other teas. Of opinion that 
this is an important link in the chain of facts, I have to request that this examination, including a speci- 
fication of the numbers, in relation to each cargo, may be forthwith officially made, and a certified state 
ment thereof rendered to me. 

I am, respectfally, your obedient servant, 
S. H. SMITH. 


JoHN STEELE, Esq., Collector of the Port of Philadelphia. 
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No. 84. 


Cusrom-Hovusr, January 14, 1826. 


Sir: The information requested in your note of this morning, addressed to the Collector, is respect- 
fully submitted: 

1. Ship W. Savery entered at the custom-house February 28, 1825, John Brown, inspector, superin- 
tending unlading, &c. 

2. Ship Addison entered at the custom-house April 5, 1825, Robert Hopkins, inspector, superintending 
unlading, &c. 

3. Ship Woodrop Sims entered at the custom-house April 13, 1825, Robert Hopkins, inspector, super- 
intending unlading, &c. 

4. Ship Benjamin Rush entered at the custom-house July 1, 1825, Robert Hopkins, inspector, superin- 
tending unlading, &c. 

5. Ship Thomas Scattergood, entered at the custom-house July 2, 1825, John Boyd, inspector, super- 
intending unlading, &c. 

The officer who first went on board the above vessels was, of course, the master of the revenue barge, 
Captain Job Whipple, who would meet them in the Delaware, below the city. 

On the arrival of vessels, the inspectors, indiscriminately, go on board and place the necessary locks 
for safety. The surveyor then details to each vessel an inspector to superintend the landing of the cargo. 

The inspector having charge of the stores in which E. Thomson’s teas were deposited was Andrew 
Jackson. The stores are situated as follows: 

South Wharves, No. 78. 

Water street, Nos. 163, 165, 157, 143, and 145. 

Robert Hopkins, inspector, assisted Andrew Jackson in taking charge of E. Thompson’s stores; as 
also all other stores in which spirits, wines, and teas were deposited, in the lower district; and this 
district extends from Spruce street to the Navy Yard. 

The above information is principally derived from the surveyor of the port. 

I regret that, from press of business, it was not in my power to have addressed you at an earlier hour. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN KERN, Deputy Collector. 

SamueL H. Sirn, Esq. 





A. 


Custom-Hovuse, Philadelphia, January 24, 1826. 
Sir: I annex a statement of bonds given by Edward Thomson remaining unpaid: 


Bonded on importations for the year 1824 .........cccccscaccccccssccsecccccccceseess $311,951 13 
_ lies anne RE OR ee ee Sl Merictactalesombinanibanaa 245,379 72 
I Oe I I BO in nh 5 CA RK EAREDA eee Rese ¥eKE 8 557,330 85 
Balance of duties on teas which should have been in store, remaining unbonded, viz: 
Pe Ns wk hKneeds ceeded cn dasenaeannd ee Tere T ere $74,859 64 
ites cea k ee esa hd ne wi ead abas ses 04s eae nee eauwkrds 89,299 48 
ee ae a ee an ee re 90,755 05 
eT eT eee Pe eee ee eee Tee TOT eT eee ee 94,820 54 
EEC T TOE T CET CTE TTC CORO E TC CCT ECT T ee 88,182 04 
437,916 15 
Actually in store, the duties thereon estimated at............e.eeeee eee 85,000 00 
nmin: ress 


910,247 60 


Debentures on the above estimated at $53,000. 
I believe the above to be as near the truth as I have the means of ascertaining. 
I am, repectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN KERN, Deputy Collector. 
SamveL H. Ssrn, Esq. 
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FRAUDS UPON THE REVENUE LAWS. 





C. 


List of teas seized by the Collector of Baltimore. 


93 chests Young Hyson tea, per William Savary. 
1 chest Gunpowder tea,* 
7 boxes Gunpowder tea, per Benjamin Rush. 
37 chests Young Hyson tea, 
10 chests Hyson Skin tea, 
28 boxes Gunpowder tea,* 
1 chest Young Hyson tea, 
1 half-chest Young Hyson tea, 
1 chest Young Hyson tea, per Addison. 


—_— 


179 


—_—— 


per Woodrop Sims. 


Teas seized by the Collector at Boston. 


67 chests Young Hyson tea, 
84 chests Hyson tea, per Thomas Scattergood. 
80 chests Hyson Skin tea, 

125 chests Young Hyson tea, per William Savary. 

460 chests Young Hyson tea, per Woodrop Sims. 

137 chests Hyson Skin tea, per Benjamin Rush. 


953 


Teas seized at New York. 


92 chests Young Hyson tea, 
350 chests Hyson Skin tea, per Benjamin Rush. 
651 chests Hyson Skin tea, 

2 half-chests Young Hyson tea, ) 
85 chests Young Hyson tea, f 
50 chests Hyson tea, 

56 half-chests Young Hyson tea, 
18 half-chests Young Hyson tea, 
5 chests Young Hyson tea, 

16 chests Young Hyson tea, , . 

76 chests Hyson ri } per Addison. 


per William Savary. 


per Thomas Scattergood. 


300 chests Hyson Skin tea, per Benjamin Rush. 
500 chests Hyson Skin tea, 
1,445 ein T Flies sie per Thoms Scattergood. 
2,459 chests Hyson Skin tea, per Woodrop Sims. 
693 chests Hyson Skin tea, 
223 chests Tonkay tea, 
256 chests Hyson Skin tea, per William Savary. 


f per Addison. 


1,277 New York 
953 Boston. 
179 Baltimore. 


8,409 packages. 








*% No deficiency of these. 





19TH ConerEss. | No. 758. 











[1st Sesston. 


COMPLETION OF ENTRIES FOR THE BENEFIT OF DRAWBACK, UNDER ACT MARCH 83, 1825. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MARCH 24, 1826. 


Treasury Department, March 22, 1826. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the Senate of the 14th ultimo, directing “the Secretary of the 
Treasury to cause to be laid before the Senate a statement showing the number of cases, and the amount 
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resolution. 


The Honorable the Present of the Senate. 





A. 


and circumstances thereof, in which certificates or debentures have been issued under the provisions of 
‘An act authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to direct the completion of entries for the benefit of 
drawback after the period of twenty days,’ passed March 3, 1825, and the construction which has been 
given by the Department to the act aforesaid,” I have the honor to transmit herewith a statement, marked 
A, exhibiting the number, amount, and circumstances attending the cases for the benefit of drawback, 
which have been completed by direction of this Department under the authority of the act recited in the 


The correspondence, also transmitted, numbered from 1 to 4, inclusive, will show the construction 


which has been given to the said act. 
I have the honor to remain, with the highest respect, your most obedient servant, 


RICHARD RUSH. 


Statement of cases that have arisen under the act authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to direct the com- 
pletion of entries for the benefit of drawback after the period of twenty days, passed March 3, 1825, 










Circumstances under which the omissions occurred. | 




























' 
| 
j 
| 
| 





| 











No. | Amount of 

| debenture. | 

1 | 8453 
2 | 1,228 18 
3} 183 88 
4 | 157 56 
5 | 192 06 
6 491 52 
7 106 28 
8 58 50 
9 468 00 
10 73 27 
11 1,787 13 
12 746 12 
13 | *2,462 61 
14 774 39 

15 246 63 | 
16 707 85 
17 236 69 
18 653 57 
19 253 55 
20 254 48 
21 55 77 
22 67 27 
23 76 54 
24 513 71 
25 91 41 
26 49 53 
27 101 79 


Absence from the port Of entry... eseces ccccsscecees|| 
Having escaped the applicant’s MEMOTY. 22.000 sees oeee!| 
SRODIBMCE Gl Bie ARW <-o0isb oo0000050sc000006 os00 000 i 
Absence from the port of entry. ...sessseeessesees sees] 
Ignorance Of the lAW. c.scoecccccccccccrcecccsccccccs: 
Do.. 


Neglect to comply with the law on account of the 


5 


Cee eee eeeeseeeesesesessessese see eee rece seees 





pressure Of DUSINESS.....2cccccccccecce cocccecccess| 
Neglect to comply with the law on account of the || 
Pressure Of DUSIMNESS 0.000 cccccccccccs cece cccces soos|| 
TUIMOSS. 0000 ccccccccccce ccccce cecccecces covcccce cocces 
Ignorance Of the lAW. .cceccceeeccesceserssees 
Having escaped the applicant’s MeMOTY ..... cecesseees | 


Absence from the port Of entry... .cosssseccccceecccees| 
Having escaped the applicant’s MEMOTY. ..cecees eooee| 
Ignorance Of the law .oee.sseee. cece cccsescees 
Absence from the port Of entry...- sce. seeees 


| 
| 
sete eeereeenecee cess seeeeseess sees sesees|| 
| 
| 
| 


Tgnorance Of the JaW oooeccccce vcccce cece ccccce coccee|| 
Having escaped the applicant’s MEMOFY...+.+++ e000 eeee)| 
Se TERAEE SI BE RAW: pcb cbanenecese~eass oceesaousee ol] 
Having escaped the applicant’s MeMOry.........eeeeee i 
Ignorance Of the law. oc... .ccescccececccee. cece ened 
Neglect of the applicant’s clerk. .... saeeeeseevencceees| 
Neglect to comply with the law on account of the 1 


ee eeeeeeeeseeess || 


pressure Of DUSINESS. ..sececceeesees 


| 
IIIMESS. +000 seesevereereseesseererereses sees sess ensees| 


Ignorance of the law......... eo cc cece cece cece cece sees 


| 
| 
Absence from the port Of ENtry...cscssscccsecevesceeees|| 
| 
| 
| 


Absence from the port of entry 


eee ee cere eesese esses esse 


| 
No. | Amount of 


debenture. 
28 40 06 
29 225 41 
30 114 60 
31 t 
32 65 56 
33 t 
34 t 
35 146 40 
36 *213 56 
37 58 50 
38 79 03 
39 t 
40 134 49 
41 110 17 
42 81 04 
43 930 50 
dd 88 45 
45 490 89 
46 196 53 
47 509 19 
48 t 
49 t 
50 61 89 
51 409 47 
52 121 &8 
53 t 
15,198 38 








Circumstances under which the omissions occurred. 


Absence from the port Of €ntry.. cccccscvcccecccecccecs 
Ignorance Of the law ..cccccccccce seccescccccscccc cece 


DO. n0shns 0n0ns0se0ee 0eeee 


Absence from the port of entry ...eceseees 


HINGES 5 65 0010's ne 56:0'0sisine 450108 beistiee os'ee ew iswiew since da 
Ignorance Of the law .ccccce o-cccces secccece cocccsecce 
Having escaped the applicant’s MeEMOTY ..... eecees sees 
Ignorance Of the 1aW..ccccescccccccsscccccvececcescces 
DO 0.05010 00000000000 0600ececsece 050000 cesece cece 
Having escaped the applicant’s MEMOTFy..... seseeeceee 
Ignorance Of the. law. cccccscccccccccesccecsvecesecece 
Absence from the port Of Entry ...eeeecceces socceecese 
Ignorance Of the law....ccescccces cece cccccc cscs cocces 
Absence from the port Of entry ..sececcccescscccsccece- 
Ignorance of the law. cccccccccccecccccscccccceccceces 
Pressure of business at the custom-house, and subse- 
quently the absence Of SUIetieS . cecccececsccoccceees 
Neglect to comply with the law on account of the pres- 
SUPE Of DUSINESS.. ...ccccce coor cece cocccces secs cece 
Tgnorance Of the IAW. cocssseecccccccccccccccccces vee 
DO .cceorccccccrcccccccvcces coccccccsccsecece vs 

DO. cecccecccccc cccccccscvevcevcccnsccccesscessons 

DO, cocecs cccccecccccccccecs cocncccccececccs cece 

D0, coer cvcccsccccccccccccsccccccceccccccce ceccee 

DO .sevesscccccvccvessecee os sevescescecces cece 
TIIMCSS cecccesccccvervccccne cece sovceccscesesesces sees 
Absence from the port Of Entry ..sceee cece secceccecs 


SOO eeeereee sees eeeseene 


Ignorance of the law. .eeee 



















occur subsequently. 


* Quantity only partially given. 





The Arrorney Generat of the United States. 


¢ Quantity not given. 


Treasury Department, March 16, 1825. 





Sir: I have the honor to enclose to you a copy of a law passed on the 3d of March, 1825, entitled 
“An act authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to direct the completion of entries for the benefit of 
drawback after the period of twenty days,” and to request the favor of an official opinion on the con- 
struction of the said law; whether it applies to omissions previous to its passage, or only to such as shall 
Has the Secretary of the Treasury the power “to direct the entry to be completed, 
and the certificates, or debentures, (as the case may be,) to issue,” &c., in cases existing before the 
passage of the law, as well as those occurring subsequently to it? 

I have the honor to be, &c., 


S. L. 8. 


Orrice or THE Atrornry GENERAL OF THE Unitep Srates, March 23, 1825. 





The language “ Be it enacted, that whenever the exporter 


Sir: I have, according to your request, examined the act of the 3d March, instant, relative to the 
completion of entries for the benefit of drawback. 
The law is one of a public and permanent nature, and is therefore to be construed by its language 
only, and not by reference to the particular occasion which may have produced it. 
the law is, in my opinion, prospective only. 


Construed in this way 
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entering any goods for the benefit of drawkack, shall not have completed such entry, &c., it shall be lawful 
for the Secretary of the Treasury to direct the entry to be completed,” naturally leads the mind forward 
to future cases. One would certainly not be apt, of his own accord, to apply it to past cases, and that, 
too, with an unlimited extent in the retrospection. The most that can be said in favor of the opinion that 
the law is retrospective is, that the language is ambiguous; and, in such a case, as the natural action of 
every law of a public and permanent nature is prospective, this consideration alone ought to cast the 
balance in favor of the prospective construction. The ea post facto operation of a law of a general and 
permanent nature, being an unusual operation, it is reasonable to suppose that where the purpose to 
produce such an operation existed, that purpose would be marked by the most unambiguous and explicit 
language. This has not been done in the present instance; and, acting upon those established rules of 
interpretation which are the only safe rules, I hold it better to advise that the law be executed in its 
prospective sense only, leaving it to Congress to express their purpose in a future law, if this construction 
shall be in conflict with that purpose. 

On the ground of expediency, if the law is to be considered as retrospective, there being no limit 
fixed to its action in this direction, it must look back to the foundation of the Government; and is there 
no danger that such a construction would overwhelm the Department with a flood of obsolete claims? Is 
it not reasonable to suppose that Congress would have thought it better to apply the relief to particular 
cases than to expose the Department to an inundation from all past claims, by a law of general and 
unlimited retroaction ? 

In every respect it seems to me that the only correct construction of the law is that which shall 
confine its operations to future cases, 

I have the honor to be, &c., 
WM. WIRT. 

The Hon. Sam. L. Sovrnarp. 





Treasury Department, April 28, 1825. 

Sir: I have examined the law passed at the last session, respecting drawback, with the assistance 
afforded by your views and information, and those of the Attorney General; and I have satisfied myself 
that it will permit me to consider all cases as pending and present cases, and in which relief may be 
afforded, where the time has not expired within which proof of the landing of the goods abroad is 
required to be furnished. 

Under this construction, I have examined the cases mentioned by yourself, and which were referred 
to me by a resolution of Congress of the 2d March last, and I now take the liberty of communicating the 
result to you as the best mode of informing the persons interested. 

Henry Barbey—The law requires the application to be “under oath,” and to be accompanied by “a 
statement of the Collector of all the circumstances attending the transaction within the knowledge of 
such Collectors.” This statement is wanting. In other respects the case is made out. I return to you 
the papers that the statement may be annexed to them. 

John B. Murray & Son—Neither the oath of the applicant nor the statement of the Collector 
accompanies the petition. 

Cesar Gateran.—W ants the statement of the Collector. 

Agosteno Trumento.—Wants both the oath and statement. 

When these several papers are added, I shall be glad to receive them again. 

Respectfully, &c., 











S. L. SOUTHARD. 


P. S. I was not here when your letter respecting Mrs. Eckin arrived. Mr. Hay informed me that he 
had written you on the subject. 





Treasury Department, June 4, 1824. 

Sr: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 27th ultimo, enclosing the application of Mr. 
H. G. Rice, for the benefit of drawback on the exportation of certain cotton goods in the year 1819. The 
act of Congress of 38d March, 1825, authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to direct the completion of 
entries for the benefit of drawback, has not been construed by this Department to have a retrospective 
operation; it accordingly does not embrace the case of Mr. Rice, and his petition is returned to you 
herewith. 

This construction of the act, however, does not exclude from its provisions those cases in which, 
although the exportation was made prior to the passage of the act, the period had not elapsed for the 
production of the evidence of landing. 

Iam, Xc., 

S. L. SOUTHARD. 
If. A. 8S. Dearsorn, Esq., Collector of Boston. 
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NET REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES AT CERTAIN PORTS IN THE UNITED STATES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 20, 1826. 


To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

In compliance with a resolution of the House of the 16th ultimo, requesting statements of the net 
amount of revenue derived from imposts and tonnage received by the Treasury, from the ports within the 
bay of Delaware, the bay of Chesapeake, the harbor of New York, and at Boston, from the Ist of January, 
1790, to the last of December, 1825, and of the amount of expenditures paid from the Treasury for forts, 
light-houses, beacons, and other public works, erected to aid commerce, or for purposes of defence, within 
the said bays and harbors during the said time, I transmit herewith a report from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, with several documents containing the information desired by the resolution. 


JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
Wasuineton, Jlarch 24, 1826. 





Treasury Department, Darch 22, 1826. 


The Secretary of the Treasury, to whom was referred a resolution of the House of Representatives 
of the 16th of February, 1826, “requesting the President of the United States to cause to be laid before 
the House a statement showing the net amount of revenue derived from imposts and tonnage received by 
the Treasury from the ports within the bay of Delaware from the Ist of January, 1790, to the last of 
December, 1825, and the amount of expenditures paid from the Treasury for forts, light houses, beacons, 
and other public works, erected to aid commerce, or for the purposes of defence, within the said bay, during 
the said time; to give the like information of the receipts and expenditures within the bay of Chesapeake; 
to give the like information of the receipts and expenditures within and appurtenant to the harbor of New 
York; and to give the like information of the receipts and expenditures at Boston and the harbor thereof,” 
has the honor to transmit herewith to the President a letter of the Register of the Treasury, accompanied 
by statements marked A, B, C, D, which contain the information required by the said resolution. 


Respectfully submitted. 
RICHARD RUSH. 
The Prestpent of the United States. 





Treasury Department, Register’s Office, March 21, 1826. 


Sir: In compliance with your instructions predicated on the resolution of the House of Representatives, 
requesting the President of the United States to cause to be laid before that House statements in relation 
to the commerce of certain ports and bays of the United States, I have the honor to transmit the following 
statements, viz: 

A statement, marked A, showing the net amount of revenue derived from imposts and tonnage, 
received by the Treasury from the ports within the bay of Delaware from the 1st of January, 1790, to the 
last of December, 1825, and the amount of expenditures paid from the Treasury for forts, light-houses, 
beacons, and other public works, erected to aid commerce, or for the purposes of defence, within the said 
bay, during the said time. 

A similar statement, marked B, “of the receipts and expenditures within the bay of Chesapeake.” 

A statement, marked C, “of the receipts and expenditures within, and appurtenant to, the harbor of 
New York;” and a similar statement, marked D, “of the receipts and expenditures at Boston, and the 
harbor thereof.” 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 





An abstract of the foregoing, marked E. 


Revenue from commerce. Expenditure. 


I Sie S Oe iee ani ding /s With Casa See Rae ee aa aes $80,313,721 06 $835,483 38 
See) One scan uting wes Hhwe CERMAK e4es 56,963,669 33 3,253,611 09 
ee ra 5 owe a AS kae EL wee ew wane e eee 144,055,315 08 4,185,481 88 


LS Cee CGE Foie sso nec haeekeeeede ede waws es 64,517,667 72 916,957 16 
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A.—Statement showing the net amount of revenue derived from imports and tonnage received by the Treasur 
the United States from the ports within the Bay of Delaware from the first of January, 





y of 
1790, to the last 


of December, 1825 ; and the amount of expenditures paid from the Treasury for forts, light-houses, 
beacons, and other public works, erected to aid commerce, or for the purposes of defence, within said bay, 
during the said time. 





Years. 


Net revenue. 


EXPENDITURES. 





Forts. 


Light-houses and 
beacons. 


Support of light- 
houses. 


Total expenditures, 





——_ 
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$1,535,009 09 
1,116,315 08 
1,864,430 57 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, March 20, 1826. 





JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


B.—Statement showing the net amount of revenue derived from imports and tonnage received by the Treasury of 
the United States from the ports within the Bay of Chesapeake From the first of January, 1790, to the last 
of December, 1825; and the amount of expenditures paid from the Treasury for Sorts, light-houses, 
beacons, and other public works erected to aid commerce, and for the purposes of defence, within the said 


bay, during the said time. 
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B—Continued. 

















EXPENDITURES. 
Years. Net revenue. | 
Forts. | Light-houses and Support of light- | Total expenditures, 
beacons. houses. 

SEDGricpesctissbesnessae pebbeebeasaese sone $2, 209, 992 05 Sedo Madeleine ewe lebeaes| suse @aUenn Speubeleseel bean sissecseitoer selec Chaseslesaeee acess 
1807.20. cccccccsccccccccccccce occccccceee 2,266,544 34 Pe eee e eee cece r eens seenes eee een ee sees! sees Fees es O8Oe resets lenees ipraaeselccs 
SRDS) :. cuescn, bibesvioe wees sbses000ncen eos 723, 730 89 5) Se [sees Sausieswalbsessivosmeseesuees~ cebeeleeubie asacisecar cs 
1809..00 ceccccccccce cocces cece cccccccccces 468, 823 38 se eeee ceeeecsene eoeels coe: eed ee 
NHSO\ Po oe ok phan one Raee ea cone eeen 1,441,817 42 | vw ewes eeeees eens 98 lou eae nis Seareeeu Guanes eu aeee see seen s¥esel suness:dubseeesesicnc. 
BDIN: cupuasesssshencoessoubneenkes- aaand> 963, 892 02 tee meee ee eee eee sees voce ceenes erence eeee| eee OSes tees eeeees | oe ceee ees seneesss,, 
RRP Le cosuahebeneaenens pacauenn 1,553, 037 19 KaGbsicece oabel sees eloped catbakeeewuneas 000000 0COe 000 Oe 0008 see ces cere cccces ces 
1813... .cccccccccccccceccccccce ccccce voces: 298,695 91 eee ee eer errr rrr rrr rrr rr trees errr er Cece ccccee 
1814.02. cece cccecccccvesccsecesecs ee cccee: 16,909 96 soeecesoce oan meee ee eens ne cees eeee ee eens] sees ee Bete es Oeee tees eee ee tees Bee een sang 
1815.00 ccccvcccescesececes © ecccccccceces 5,762,791 76 See tees weet eens eeee| eeaes eeeees tees eens | see POT OTee eee Ses | ene rece ee ces ceney 
SSRD cbslebebn obebns 005s 0nnbs00e sane ee s0es 4,491,072 58 ieGesesebhascaneeens | seen 2 ences veces |eonses ccccesse scceslecccce cscs -csssecce 
B17... coccevscvceccsccccs cece soseees sees 2,452,475 84 seecceccccescces ces beuwal'soasseueesease|sss-5 balsisiciee nisi lnjsele’|| deinesieuceseusien eves 
BBB ddcccceccncdccencecccnscceecse e00000 2,950,798 96 = 60 HEDO66 605000 0060 1560066 0050. 600060 600% Seer eeeeeeereeee seer! gees cosets cccctes. 
1819 ...000 ccc ccccce cccccccs cocccs ccccsccens 2, 206, 736 61 Sunes babes Seeds one leebeue debe oeunes wees [eeeeeeceecee cece cee eeceeseeeee: weer eecs 
1820 .ccccccccccccccccs cove woceccccccce-co- 907, 806 30 Pee e ee meee es aee tee eeee re anae teeeee seer |eHe SEOs eee DHees! |eaeaes sees eeee saunas 
1821.00 cccccccs cece cces cece cces eeee evens 1,016,931 33 ees oe occ wcccce cecces| seen covccevcens 05006] ccccccencs + sesccscve 
1822, .ccccccccecece soccecesccccrcceccecs 1,501,562 58 ppbe pene esos Asses scice BE ee Le eee Meee creer sees 
eo cs aap se bhenne Seen 1,223,982 84 =| «eee pe ee cece ceeees cece cone nccees sees] tees C0eees eeeees Cees cee os cccc veces cece 
TODS ooccc.c 0.00000. 0000000000000000 +000 000008 |occces soeces cece ecaes |<0.60 boss 0 0000000000 |609 6001000000066 0605] 9969086005 00S 0656061 5550 snbeee see cceees 
56, 963,669 33 $2,944,685 03 $235, 818 06 $73,108 00 $3, 253,611 09 

















TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, March 20, 1826. JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


C.—Statement showing the net amount of revenue derived from imports and tonnage received by the Treasury of 
the United States from the port of New York from the \st of January, 1790, to the last of December, 1825; 
and the amount of expenditures paid from the Treasury for forts, light-houses, beacons, and other public 
works, erected to aid commerce, or for the purposes of defence, within the said port, during the said time. 










































EXPENDITURES. 
Years. Net revenue. | 
Forts. | Light-houses and Support of light- | Total expenditures. 
beacons. houses. 
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D.—Statement showing the net amount of revenue derived from imports and tonnage received by the Treasury of 
the United States from the port of Boston from the 1st of January, 1790, to the last of December, 1825; 


and the amount of expenditures paid from tie Treasury for forts, light-houses, beacons, and other public 
works, erected to aid commerce, or for purposes of defence, within the said port, during the said time. 
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No. 755. 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


UNCLAIMED DIVIDENDS ON THE PUBLIC DEBT. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 20, 1826. 


[1sr Srsston, 


Mr. M’Laneg, of Delaware, from the Committee of Ways and Means, to whom the subject had been referred, 
made the following report: 


The Committee of Ways and Means, to whom was referred, on the 19th of December last, a resolution 







submitted by Mr. Livingston on the 14th of the same month, proposing to direct the Secretary of the 
Treasury “to lay before this House a detailed account, containing the names of the several persons to 
whom the unclaimed dividends of the funded debt of the United States appear to be due; the species of 
stock on which they have grown due, and the period since which the dividend has not been claimed; and 
that he also give a like detailed account of all such dividends as, having been unclaimed for three years 
or more, have afterwards been paid to any one appearing to represent the stockholder or his represent- 
atives, as attorney in fact, together with the name and residence of such attorney,” with instructions to 
report their opinion of the expediency of adopting such resolution, or any other measures in relation to 
the subject of it, report: 
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That they have made the necessary inquiry at the Department of the Treasury as to the state of 
these unclaimed dividends, and the policy by which the Government has been guided in relation to them, 
The letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, and the documents from the office of the Register herewith 
submitted, contain all the information which the committee have been able to obtain. 

It is apparent from these documents that the amount of unclaimed dividends has been liable to 
considerable fluctuations in different years; that the causes of the accumulation are various and con- 
jectural, and that the policy of the Government in refraining from publishing the names of the respective 
proprietors has been dictated by a regard to their interests. 

In the opinion of the committee this is a just and sound policy, not to be departed from without 
some cogent reason. It is never the duty of a Government to publish the names of its creditors, unless 
it be essential to their interest; and of this there ought to be very satisfactory evidence to warrant a 
departure from the uniform policy of all Governments. 

There is great reason to believe that the accumulation of these dividends is, in a considerable measure, 
attributable to the fact of their being payable only at Washington, according to the provision of the act 
of the 4th of August, 1790; and to give publicity to the names of the proprietors without changing the 
place of payment would not materially increase the facilities of demanding it, and might at once prejudice 
the rights of the individual owner, and open a door to numerous frauds very difficult to be guarded against. 

The committee believe that the transmission of the names to the Bank of the United States and its 
various branches, acting as Loan Offices in the different parts of the Union in which proprietors reside, with 
authority to give notice to the respective owners or their agents when known, and to pay to them their 
dividends when properly claimed, much of the evil now complained of would be obviated; and, as a 
| greater or less knowledge of each individual claimant would be had by the officers of the Bank of the 
United States, or the branch thereof in each district, there would be fewer opportunities of fraudulent 
applications. 

This course, however, may well be adopted for the purpose of experiment, rather than rashly to risk 
a violation of individual right; and, in case such experiment prove inadequate, a different remedy may 
hereafter be applied, in the discretion of Congress, for the correction of the evil, if any be found really to exist. 

In consequence of the provision of the act of the 4th of August, 1790, making the interest on the public 
debt not demanded before the expiration of a third quarter demandable only at the Treasury, some further 
provision will be necessary to authorize the expedient proposed by the committee. To such provision no 
sound objection is perceived. The object of the act of 1790 was to prevent too great an accumulation of 
funds in the hands of the Commissioners of Loans, who were without the facilities now afforded by the 
banks for the deposit of the public money. But, under the present system, the President of the Bank of 
the United States and the President of the several branches of that bank act as Commissioners of Loans, 
and the bank is liable for all sums advanced to the Presidents, respectively, for the payment of interest 
on the public debt. 

The committee therefore beg leave to report a bill conformably to the suggestions herein contained. 























































Treasury Department, February 15, 1826. 


Sir: Your letter of the 21st of December last was duly received, accompanied by a resolution 
proposed in the House of Representatives, and requesting information in regard to unclaimed dividends 
on the funded debt of the United States; which, having been referred to the Register of the Treasury, I 
have the honor to transmit his report herewith, which embraces the information desired by the committee. 

In regard to the 6th and 7th queries contained in your letter, as to the propriety of making the list 
of claimants public, and the provisions which, in such an event, ought to be adopted for the prevention 
of frauds, I beg leave to add, that I entirely concur in the views expressed by the Register in answer to the 
said queries. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 


RICHARD RUSH. 
Hon. Louts M’Lanz, Chairman of Committee of Ways and Means. 





Treasury DepartMent, Register’s Office, February 13, 1826. 


Str: I had the honor to receive, in your communication to this office, the resolution of the House of 
Representatives of the United States, accompanied by a letter from the Chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means of that House, on the subject of unclaimed dividends on the funded debt of the United 
States, and, agreeably to your instructions, “to give all the information, and to make as full a report as 
practicable.” 

I beg leave to make the following statement, premising that, by the act of Congress of the 4th of 
August, 1790, (vol. 2, page 126,) it is enacted, “if the interest of one quarter shall not be demanded 
before the expiration of a third quarter, the same shall afterwards be demandable only at the Treasury.” 

In reply to the first question of the committee, ‘What is the amount of the unclaimed dividends at 
the present time?” the following answer is submitted: 













The unclaimed dividends or lists of creditors who did not apply at the Loan Offices for their 
interest due for one quarter before the expiration of a third quarter, and who have not, 
up to the present time, received their interest at the Treasury, exhibit an aggregate 
I Gee ORC EEME OK ss bP TES ONS EEREDEN DES sb SOS CIR ERROR TENE ed OS 






$223,107 79 
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To meet the payment of such sums as may be demanded, advances are made by the Treasury 
to the Branch Bank of the United States in this city; the Cashier, who is the sole agent 
for paying the unclaimed dividends, settles his accounts as often as called on for that 


purpose; the sum now in his hands to meet demands on these dividends is............ $13,146 74 
Leaving to be advanced from the Treasury, to meet the whole amount now demandable at 
ee oo once vaewsee wewawesus snd wenees eT eee Te acu 209,961 05 


223,107 79 








on a, question is: “How long have they been standing, and what fluctuations have they been 
liable to ! 

With respect to the time the unclaimed dividends have been standing, it may be stated that they 
commenced with 1791, and are continued up to the present time. With respect to the fluctuations to 
which they have been liable, the aggregate amount has varied at different periods, corresponding in some 
measure with the increase or decrease of the public debt. The following statement exhibits the aggregate 
of unclaimed dividends on the 1st of January, in the years 1806 to 1825, inclusive: 




















Aggregate un- Whereof there was| Retained in the |Dividends returned 
claimed. advanced to the Treasury. unclaimed from 
Years. bank, the Loan Offices 
annually, from 
1816 to 1825, in- 
clusive. 

January 1, 1806.....crccccccccccccccccc cece socsccescccccccecccccece $193,495 65 $185, 703 99 HEME CR fiincecciccsccecccens 
1807 .ccccccccccccccccccvcscccs cee cccccccecccccccccceces 195, 367 15 174,252 32 BiagNEE Od Wecstcsecccucndeda 
DOUG ssico 0500s Se cwlncingicies os eeelness tee.cseseeeececeeccnes 195, 229 31 181,427 78 EFSOOD DE | wnvcnciceseccscsace 
TBOD ccc cccccccccccccecccccsccccescccceececcceccceeocece 203,293 00 186, 824 28 TG5OOG TS fnciccceseccccavcsea 
DOE Diisinclbieic'aie'e s'00is.o.sin'o'ssioiswivicius scicbiecicuise 6 sieeve tesiees 202,999 04 154,619 24 AESID OR [ebcetierisccccecncas 
UBL occ ccccccccccscccccccec cece cece cessecesscccccsccccs 208,145 48 138,095 04 WCU AE fovcisiccce veccccece 
DOLD Ss cisrinceisstwmsisieissesiceseicescincecisioss sive. ceesecinness 245,152 14 47,170 66 ESGGCE 46 beccavcccasesscscs 
IBIS. cc ccccccrccsccsccccccccccesccevccc cece sccces cceces 248,214 22 13, 440 04 MERGAEE AO  Fedcccucccceccacence 
It Oe Or ee Cree 253,598 11 52, 243 00 VlGdaw TE fesewvccedcncnacacs 
WSIS siksie'o00010's0 0.0000 00s cecesesscccc eves ceccscescc sceeee 202,621 OS —«_ frceerccccccccccccece VOR GAT OS = fnccceccccccccccces 
1816. ..cccccccccccceccccvcscccce sees cccscssecccceseesces 293,562 GD [cer ccccccccccccccce 293, 562 69 $50,440 77 
IB17 ccc cccccccccce: cove vccevcvececccces cece vececececees 242,552 64 17, 482 58 225,070 06 52,633 59 
1818... cccccccccccccccsccccccsccccececvcccceoees veces 235,281 60 57,577 95 177,703 65 45,780 56 
LB19. .ccccccccccccccccccccccccce cece cose cccecccccccecece 241,271 61 17,787 40 ° 223,484 21 28,283 51 
VER. cc ccccccccccvesccevcccvcccccce vecccteccccccccceces 231,648 37 79,880 65 151,767 72 23,632 21 
LBQ] ..cccccccccccvcccccccccccccvccccccecec ese cece ccccce 229, 232 82 53, 832 89 175,399 93 26,436 09 
182d... cc sveccessccccrccccccccs serccseceess cece cccesosess 224, 834 10 22,998 08 201, 836 02 31,681 91 
1823. .cccccccccsceccccccvccccsccccccvcsccc cect cceccecess 230,411 86 21,893 93 208,517 93 24,104 08 
1824... cc ccccvcccccccccecccsccccccececccccccccccccececccs 232,747 84 125 83 232, 622 01 22, 346 62 
BQ. ccccccccccvccccccecvccsccvcccccsevecsessevcsscocers 231,791 64 26,823 01 204, 968 63 22, 360 12 








The payments to claimants for unclaimed dividends during the last ten years have averaged about 
$38,000 annually. 

Under this head it may be observed that the unclaimed dividends are contained in twenty folio 
books deposited at the Branch Bank of the United States at the city of Washington, and are paid as called 
for, either to the proprietors personally, or to their legal attorneys. 

The books exhibit the following particulars: 

1. The name of each person entitled to the dividend, in number exceeding four thousand. 

2. The species of stock, and the amount of principal upon which the said dividends are predicated. 

3. The quarter-yearly periods at which they become payable; and 

4. The amount of each quarter-yearly dividend, arranged in such manner that the aggregate due to 
each individual is easily ascertained. 

In reply to the third question: “Whether the aggregate be composed of large or small balances ?” 








The aggregate before stated... .......0.cccccccccccccccnccsesccscceccessescccscsceess $223,107 79 
May be distributed into the following classes, viz: 

1, Amount supposed to be due to foreigners............... cece cccceeee reese ec eecees $45,000 00 

eS i eee < $055 REREMNWNDREOEN EDA SOWA awe ee baw ie ees 178,107 79 


223,107 79 





Caveats have been entered against the payment of certain sums, viz: 


ee ee OD OI III oc nena sen ences ere casneseeedeees vawees $14,160 
SE errr eer rer eT re Teer eee eT eT rere eee ere ee 600 

3. Of the amount due to foreigners, the largest sum is about........ 6... cece eee ee ees $14,000 00 
CO EE eR ee ee Tere ee eT Ter err, eee e ye Te ee reer Tee eee 4 00 
Of the amount due to citizens, the largest sum is about.......... 0... cece eee eens 2,200 00 
The smallest............ \evcnivesuns ee eee rr eT ee err ToT eer eT ere ee TT y 25 


In reply to the fourth question: “What have been the causes of these dividends having remained 
unclaimed for such a length of time 7” 
They may be stated: 
1. With respect to foreigners: From the facility with which the certificates expressing the amount 
of debt due to the holders were, in the foreign market, transferred by power of attorney, whereby the debt 


* Statement B, which accompanied the report of the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund of the 4th instant, 


exhibits as short provided on account of unclaimed dividends, on January 1, 1825, the sum of.....------ $204,968 63 
Add estimated amount unpaid on dividends subsequently returned. ....-.-------------------------------- 4,992 42 


Short advanced to the bank, as above stated... . 2... --cccncee-ennnn nn nn cnc c cece ecenee---- 209,961 05 
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passed from one holder to another, until the last holder made a transfer at the Treasury, or at any one of the 
Loan Offices, in the books whereon the credit existed—from the nature of such transactions the dividends 
of interest were lost sight of—and from this circumstance, it is presumed, a proportion of the amount due 
to foreigners may be attributed. 

2. With respect to citizens: From the unclaimed dividends being demandable only at the seat of 
Government; from the death of the proprietors; from the smailness of the claim, (in many cases amounting 
to less than one dollar;) and from the ignorance of the parties. 

In reply to the fifth question: ‘‘What have been the reasons which have heretofore forbid the 
disclosure of these unclaimed dividends ?” 

The usage of the Treasury Department has invariably been not to withhold information from the 
parties themselves, or their attorneys, with respect to their own dividends, but it has been withheld from 
others not immediately interested, because their disclosure might affect the credit of the individual 
proprietors. 

In reply to the sixth question: ‘ Would it now be improper or inexpedient to make them public ?” 

Should any weight be attached to the answer to the foregoing question, whatever that may be, it is 
presumed, applies in regard to the present impropriety or inexpediency to make them public at this time, 

In reply to the seventh question: “ What provisions or guards would be useful to prevent fraud upon 
the Government or individuals ?” 

Should it be deemed expedient to give publicity in the case, it may be useful, when the parties 
applying are not known at the Treasury, to require of them the presentation of the certificate of stock, 
if in their possession, or, if the certificate has been transferred or reimbursed, satisfactory evidence of 
their identity. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 





Iion. Ricnarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 
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REMISSION OF FORFEITURE FOR SMUGGLING BY AN AGENT OF THE OWNERS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APRIL 27, 1826. 


Mr. Newron, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was referred the petition of John Peters and 
Sabin Pond, made the following report: 


That the petitioners, citizens of Boston, in the State of Massachusetts, were merchants and joint 
owners of a brig called the Anna. In the spring of the year 1818, during the war between the United 
States and Great Britain, the petitioners were desirous of employing the said vessel; to effect that object, 
and elude British cruisers, they procured for her Swedish papers. A certain Reuben Newcombe, a citizen 
of Boston, sailed in the said vessel as master and agent for the petitioners, and with full and complete 
powers from the nominal Swedish owner. It further appears, that on the arrival of the said vessel at the 
port of Lisbon, in the Kingdom of Portugal, the said Newcombe changed the Swedish for the Portuguese 
flag, and took on board said vessel about forty packages of valuable merchandise, and cleared out for 
Amelia island, but was, when on the American coast, by stress of weather, compelled to steer for the port 
of Savannah, in Georgia, at which she arrived some time in the month of February, 1814. The cargo, 
under the laws then in operation, could not be entered. The coast was blockaded by British cruisers. 
Under such circumstances, the day after the arrival of the said vessel the said Newcombe, as it is stated, 
without any privity or understanding with the petitioners, who knew nothing of his arrival in the United 
States, they being in Boston, attempted to smuggle, in violation of law, the cargo of the said vessel. 

The officers of the customs, being apprised of the violation of law on the part of the said Newcombe, 
seized the vessel and cargo. The said vessel and cargo were libelled, and the competent authority decreed 
the condemnation of the vessel and cargo. 

The amount of the sales of vessel and cargo were distributed according to law; one moiety the 
informers received, the other was paid into the Treasury of the United States. 


The vessel and cargo sold for the sum of................255 ieerbeeseuees iiuwephemous $37,685 80 
The moiety paid into the Treasury of the United States for their benefit, after deducting all 
PRNCINE, GUNDRRIEE GOs ii cics céceresesvencnsans Senne seieweaae eee Tee ee ee 17,822 45 


It further appears by document (D,) certified by the Register of the Treasury Department, that the 
said Newcombe received $502 25 as one of the informers. Since the seizure and condemnation of the said 
brig and cargo, the said Newcombe, although his family was in Boston, did not return there, but has since 
that time removed them from that place. The fair and moral character of the petitioners is sustained by 
the testimony of some of the most respectable citizens of Boston. The petitioners disclaim all participation 
with the said Newcombe in his attempt to violate the laws of the United States, and state that by his 
conduct they have been subjected to heavy losses. During the embargo and restrictive systems many 
violations of the laws were committed by the masters and agents of vessels in direct disobedience of 
orders; in all such cases, on satisfactory proof being made of disobedience of orders or instructions, the 
Secretary of the Treasury unhesitatingly granted relief, by the restoration of the property seized; and the 
same principle has been applied to cases under the revenue laws since that period, when there appeared 
no intention of committing a violation of law by the persons whose property had been seized. 

From an examination of the whole case, it appears to the committee that the petitioners are innocent 
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sufferers. That the said Newcombe, the master and agent of the petitioners, when he arrived at Savannah, 
acted without instructions from them, and, by so doing, subjected them to great losses. Had he acted 
otherwise, their property, both in the vessel and her cargo, might have been preserved to them. Had the 
said Newcombe, under the circumstances in which he was placed, made known his situation, as he ought 
to have done, to the Collector of the Customs, and given up the vessel and cargo to him, and at the same 
time informed the petitioners of the fact, they would have been enabled to petition the Secretary of the 
Treasury for the restoration of their property. No doubt is entertained that the Secretary of the Treasury, 
if he possessed the power, would have restored both to them, as such conduct on the part of the said 
Newcombe would have prevented any suspicion of fraudulent intentions. If the Secretary could not have 
relieved the petitioners, Congress would, on application, have authorized the entry of the cargo, and the 
restoration of the latter, together with the vessel, to the petitioners. 

From the document (D,) certified by the Register of the Treasury Department, the said Newcombe is 
therein named as one of the informers against the brig and cargo. It is also stated in the same that he 
received, as such, $502 25 out of the portion of the forfeitures which accrued to the officers of the customs 
for the seizure of the brig and her cargo, and prosecuting both to condemnation in the District Court of 
the United States for the district of Georgia. 

With this last mentioned fact before them, and other circumstances which the statement of the case 
reveals, and which the documents strengthen, the committee hesitate not to report a bill for the relief of 
the petitioners. 





To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled: 


The memorial and petition of John Peters and Sabin Pond, citizens of Boston, in the State of Massachusetts, 
and formerly carrying on business as copartners, under the firm of Peters & Pond, respectfully 
represent : 

That, during the late war between the United States and Great Britain, your petitioners were deeply 
interested in, and sole agents for, a brig called the Anna, originally a vessel of the United States, but 
documented and appearing as a Portuguese vessel, to elude the cruisers of the euemy, having previously 
been documented as Swedish for the same purpose; that said brig, on her voyage from Lisbon for Amelia 
island, having about forty packages of valuable merchandise on board, was forced, by bad weather, to 
make a harbor in Savannah, and arrived there in February, 1814; that, on the next day after her arrival, 
one Reuben Newcomb, who had the charge and command of said vessel, without any authority so to do 
from your petitioners, and without consulting or advising them of his intentions, and contrary to the 
instructions they had uniformly given their masters, attempted to unlade said goods without a permit, in 
a secret and unlawful manner, in consequence of which the said brig and her whole cargo were seized, 
libelled, and decreed forfeited for a violation of the revenue laws, and the proceeds thereof were distributed 
according to law, and the amount paid into the Treasury of the United States was seventeen thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-two dollars and forty-five cents. Since the seizure and condemnation of the 
brig and cargo, said Newcomb has never communicated with your petitioners, or given them any account 
of his conduct in any way whatever, and, at this late period, your petitioners have despaired of ever being 
able to call him to account for his conduct; they believe his feeling conscious of having, by his misconduct 
and unauthorized act, involved your petitioners in this immense loss, he has avoided them, and does not 
intend to come within their reach; and from his conduct in receiving a share of the money as complainant, 
your petitioners have strong reasons to believe that the seizure was caused at his instance. 

Nothing could be further from the views of the petitioners than jeopardizing their property by the 
violation of any of the laws of the United States; for the truth of this assertion, they appeal with confidence 
to the whole course of their dealings as merchants; and they beg leave to add, as a further reason for a 
compassionate consideration of their case, that they have sustained, within a few years past, by British, 
Spanish, and piratical captures, and other commercial misfortunes, losses amounting to not less than 
seventy-five thousand dollars, exclusive of the forfeiture above stated. 

Your petitioners therefore pray that, by authority of your honorable body, the sum paid into the 
Treasury, arising from said brig and cargo, may be restored and repaid to them, or that such other relief 
may be extended as the justice and equity of their case may seem to require. 

And, as in duty bound, they will ever pray. 

JOHN PETERS. 
SABIN POND. 
Boston, December 26, 1825. 





A. 
Petition of Peters & Pond, to William H. Crawford, Secretary of the Treasury. 


Boston, August 26, 1817. 


Sir: Your petitioners beg leave most respectfully to represent to you, for your consideration, the 
following case, the severity of which has nearly ruined your petitioners: In the month of February, 1814, 
the brig Anna arrived at Savannah, from Lisbon, bound to Amelia, with about forty packages of goods on 
board. The brig was compelled, by bad weather, to make a harbor at Savannah. The captain or agent 
went to town; there made an arrangement to smuggle his goods on shore, which he attempted to do; the 
goods were many of them landed; the officers of the customs seized them, also the brig; all of which were 
condemned and sold by order of the Government. The brig and goods amounted to about forty-seven 
thousand dollars, all of which was a total loss to the owners. Had we ever expected the captain would 
have attempted to smuggle his cargo, or any part of it, we should never have given him employment. 
The whole transaction was done without the least knowledge of your petitioners. And your petitioners 
most earnestly pray that they may be so far indemnified as to have restored to them the moiety paid into 





















To A. S. Bulloch, Collector, his proportion of net proceeds ........ cece cee ee cece ee tee e anes 
To H. McIntosh, naval officer, his proportion of net proceeds ............ cee eee eee e eens 2,970 40 
To Thomas Bourk, surveyor, his proportion of net proceeds ............ 0 cece eee eee eeees 2,970 40 
To 21. & domes and Ti. Giatritter, mormon. ...... o.oo i siccccc ccccccvovseses 7,457 19 

502 25 
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the Treasury of the United States, which was not less, in our opinion, than twenty-three thousand dollars 
This sum, divided among the citizens of the United States, is a paltry sum; but, sir, when this sum is 
taken from one which is his all, it makes him ever poor and miserable, and does not benefit the public only 
In a comparative degree. 

We most earnestly request that you would give our case a mature reflection. We submit this case 
under a full conviction that we are in the hands of the benevolent, who takes a pride in building up and 
thaking happy his citizens, when founded upon the strictest principles of justice. 

We have not seen, nor scarcely heard from the captain of the brig since the seizure; and we haye 
been waiting for him for a statement of facts and a self-justification of his conduct for three years, and 


are now without hope of ever seeing him. 
We are strongly inclined to believe that he was the complainant, and received his share of the amount 


of property seized and condemned. 


We remain, dear sir, your most obedient and very humble servants, 
PETERS & POND. 


Hon. Witu1am H. Crawrorp. 





B. 
Treasury Department, October 4, 181°. 


GENTLEMEN: Your communication of the 26th August has been received, and would have been sooner 
answered but for my absence from Washington. 

The restoration to the owners of that part of the brig Anna and cargo which has been paid into the 
public treasury can be effected only by an act of Congress. To that body the petitioners must apply, if 
they conceive that, upon principles of justice or equity, restoration ought to be made. I am, &c., 

WM. H. CRAWFORD. 


Messrs. Peters & Ponp. 





C. 
Treasury Department, December 31, 1817. 
Sm: In obedience to a resolution of the Senate of the 22d instant, referring to this Department the 


petition of John Peters and Sabin Pond, I have the honor to enclose a statement of the proceeds of the 
brig Anna and cargo, exhibiting the amount paid into the Treasury, to the custom-house officers, and to 


the informers. P 
From this statement it appears that Reuben Newcomb, master of the said brig, received, of the 
proceeds of the said sale, the sum of $502 25, and that there was paid into the Treasury $17,822 45. 


There is no other evidence in this Department which has any relation to the case of the petitioner. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 





The Hon. the Presipent of the Senate. 


























DISTRICT COURT, GEORGIA. 
Tae Unirep Srates 
vs. Condemned for smuggling. 
Tue Brig ANNA AND CARGO. 
To amount of sale of the brig Anna, her tackle, apparel, and furniture .................... $7,000 00 
To amount of sales of the cargo of the brig Anna............ cc eee cee e eee ees $28,758 54 
To amount of sales of 29 barrels coffee.......... eee eT eee eee 746 27 
Do aeeoeat of enles Of 40 pisces Irish linen ...... ......06 606s cesccccecsacesas 907 24 
ee ee PPT eee Te TTT EeE TT EU UT TET TCE Tee eee 273 75 
———— 30,685 80 
37,685 80 
eee eee ee ee ee eee eee ee re re $59 O01 
| ee eer ey Ter eee TILT TE EET ECLA EERE Ere 59 00 
To J. Eppinger, marshal, his fees .... 2.2... cscecccccecesccesscscvcsccenes 1,344 34 
To J. Eppinger, compensation allowed as custodee..........-. cece cece eee eee 70 00 
To J. Eppinger, commission allowed on sales, &C ...... ee eee eee ee eee eens 508 57 
————__ 1,922 91 









Balance, being net proceeds. ........cccescccscccccssecccsesessss 35,644 88 







37,685 80 














7,959 44 8911 21 
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NB aon is eee er sdccasenes $7,959 44 $8,911 21 
EE ee ee eer re 248 17 
i as a x ag bi na-os de role ww ew wee ack ebeenewe beeaweees 133 OT 
ods vn hs wi WX oa OM WN Oe ERE SA oO dSe'eaaed woe mee > 117 81 
To A. Robb, (limen and thread,) informer. .............0.ccccscccccccccsess 432 73 
—- 8,911 22 
The United States, their moiety of net proceeds ............ cc ccc ccccc cc ceccccceeeccees 17,822 45 
35,644 88 





Treasury Drpartsuent, Register’s Office, February 15, 1825. 
I certify that the within is a true copy from the original on file in this office. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 





Treasury Deparrment, January 14, 1818. 


Sir: I have the honor to return the petition of John Peters and Sabin Pond. 

In corroboration of the facts stated by the petitioners, I beg leave to refer you to the report which I 
had the honor to make on this subject to the Senate on the 31st ultimo. 

The act giving authority to the Secretary of the Treasury to mitigate or remit the forfeitures, penal- 
ties, and disabilities accruing in several cases therein mentioned requires that it should be proven to the 
satisfaction of that officer that the forfeiture, penalty, or disability ‘shall have been incurred without 
wilful negligence or any intention of fraud in the person or persons incurring the same.” The laws in 
many cases direct the forfeiture of the vessel and cargo for acts done by the master of the vessel, who 
frequently has no interest in either. In most cases of this kind the owner can safely allege that the 
penalties incurred by him “have been incurred without wilful negligence or any intention of fraud.” 

If the employment of agents who prove to be unfaithful, not only to the laws but to their employer, 
does not amount to a presumption of fraud or of wilful negligence, from everything that appears in this 
case, the petitioners have been innocent sufferers, unless the changing of their flag in time of war should 
strip them of that character. 

The distinction taken between the acts of the owner and of the agent, by which forfeitures and penal- 
ties have been incurred, it is believed was first introduced during the embargo and restrictive systems. 
In many of those cases it was satisfactorily proven that the violation of the laws was committed in direct 
violation of the instructions of the owners. Relief, in several cases, was granted by this department, and 
the principle has since that period been applied to other cases under the revenue laws. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM H. CRAWFORD 

Hon. JonatHan Roserts, 

Chairman of the Committee of Claims, Senate. 








Treasury Department, February 15, 1826. 


Sm: In compliance with the request contained in your letter of the 6th instant, referring to this 
Department the petition of Messrs. John Peters and Sabin Pond, I have the honor to transmit the enclosed 
papers, marked A, B, C, D, and E, which contain all the information in this Department relating to the 
case of the petitioners. 

It may be necessary to state that the original letter of Messrs. Peters & Pond to the Secretary of the 
Treasury is not on file in this office. It is presumed that it accompanied the Secretary’s report to the 
Senate. The copy, however, is believed to be correct, having been taken from the printed documents. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 


Hon. Tuos. Newron, 
Of the Committee of Claims, House of Representatives. 








Boston, December 19, 1825. 


We, the subscribers, citizens of Boston, were acquainted with Captain Reuben Newcomb in the year 
1813, and were knowing to his leaving Boston in that year in charge of a Swedish brig, which Peters & 
Pond appeared to exercise all the right of ownership over; she was under their direction above a year 
after his leaving Boston. We understood from Peters & Pond that, by the conduct of said Newcomb 
in violating the revenue laws of the United States, the brig and cargo were forfeited to the United States. 
We never have seen said Newcomb since he sailed in the brig; and we are confident that he never has 
been at Boston since he left the brig. His family were withdrawn from Boston in the year 1814, and we 
presume by the order of said Newcomb. We are confident that Peters & Pond have not seen said New- 
comb since his sailing in the said brig. 

Whatever might have been the conduct of said Newcomb at Savannah we are confident was done 
without the order or knowledge of Peters & Pond. 

ROBERT WILLIAMS, 
SAMUEL DORR. 
VoL. V——62 B 
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Custrom-Hovuse, Surveyors Office, Boston, December 24, 1825. 


Sir: In compliance with your request, it gives me pleasure to state that as far as I have any know- 
ledge of your transactions with the custom-house in this district they have always been those of an 
honorable man who was desirous of complying with the revenue laws in every particular. 


Respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
E. GERRY, Surveyor. 





Mr. Joun Peters. 





Custom-Hovuse, Boston, December 19, 1825. 
Sir: In conformity to your request, I can say with propriety that, so far as my knowledge extends, 
you have not violated any of the revenue laws, and that your transactions with the custom-house, as a 
merchant of long standing in this city, have been correct. 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. 8. DEARBORN, Collector. 


Joun Perers, Esq. 


I have been acquainted with Mr. Peters for many years, and I concur entirely in the opinion expressed 


by General Dearborn, the Collector of Boston, respecting his standing and character. 
GEORGE BLAKE. 


January 8, 1826. 
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The undersigned, his Swedish and Norwegian Majesty’s vice-consul for the States of Massachusetts 
and New Hampshire, certifies, that John Peters and Sabin Pond, copartners under the firm of Peters & 
Pond, dwelling and transacting business in Boston, are well known to me to have the entire, sole, and 
exclusive management and control of a certain brig called the Anna, and her cargo, formerly documented 
as a Swedish vessel, but subsequently, as I have understood, as a Portuguese vessel; and that I have 
ever understood the said Peters & Pund to possess full power and authority 1o direct and dispose of the 
said brig and cargo, and the proceeds thereof, as they should think proper. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my seal of office, at Boston, this eighth 


day of December, 1817. 
SAMUEL BLAGGE, Swedish and Norwegian Consul. 
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DRAWBACK ALLOWED AFTER EXPIRATION OF LIMITED TIME. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MAY 2, 1826. 


Mr. McLane, from the Committee of Ways and Means, to which was referred the petition of John Abraham 
Willink, made the following report: 


That the petitioner, in the month of June, 1823, exported from the city of New York, in the brig 
Pilgrim, to Antwerp, one hundred and eighty-two boxes of brown Havana sugar, for the benefit of 
drawback, for which he made the usual export entry, and that the said sugar has been regularly imported 
and the duties paid according to law. 

The petitioner also states that he attended at the custom-house at least six times within the period 
of twenty days, as prescribed by law, for the purpose of executing the export bond, but that on no 
occasion did he find Mr. Platt, the clerk, ready or at leisure to attend to that duty, and afford him an 
opportunity of signing the bond; that, after these repeated calls, and before the expiration of the twenty 
days, the petitioner was called to Philadelphia, where he was detained by pressing business and the 
sickness of the person with whom his business lay, until after the twenty days had expired. In conse- 
quence of this delay the export bond was not executed within the time allowed by law, and the petitioner 
was, consequently, denied the benefit of drawback upon his exportation. 

It does not appear that the petitioner ever made any application to the Collector, or any complaint 
of the neglect of the clerk. 

Though his case was deemed entitled to relief by the Treasury Department, to which he made 
application, it was not considered as embraced by the provisions of the act of the last session of Congress. 

The committee think it would have been the duty of the petitioner in this case, when the clerk 
disregarded his repeated applications to complete his entry, to have complained to the Collector and 
demanded his interference, and have thus avoided an expensive application to Congress. His failure to 
do so is attributable to his own fault. But as the committee suppose that Congress, in passing the act 
of the last session, declared the expediency of granting relief, in all cases of recent occurrence, in which 
there appeared no intention to commit a fraud upon the revenue, and the failure to complete the entry was 
not owing to the neglect of the party, are of opinion that the present petitioner is entitled to relief, and 
for that purpose report a bill. 

But the committee deem this a fit occasion to bring the attention of the House, and of the Department 
of the Treasury, to the serious inconveniences arising from the negligence of the officers of the customs 
in the discharge of their ordinary duties. In the present instance, as in a majority of the cases presented 
to Congress for relief, the failure to comply with the usual forms of the export entry is ascribed to the 
neglect of the clerks to attend to the reasonable application of the merchant to complete his entry. The 
twenty days prescribed by law is for the convenience of the merchant, and it is the duty of the officers 
to afford him the facilities of completing his entry when his business enables him to do so. It is too 
evident that these frequent omissions on the part of the officers lead to very serious expense in calling 
for the legislation of Congress, and ought, in future, to be prevented. 
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REVENUE AT KEY WEST IN 1822-’3-’4. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MAY 6, 1826. 


Treasury Department, May 5, 1826. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 28th ultimo, directing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to furnish the House with a statement of the revenue which has accrued 
and the amount of revenue collected at Key West, since it was made a port of entry, and to inform the 
House whether regular returns and remittances of the revenue have been made by the Collector of that 
district, I have the honor to transmit, herewith, a report from the Comptroller of the Treasury, embracing 
documents numbered from one to fourteen, inclusive; a statement, prepared by the Register of the 
Treasury, of the gross and net revenue which accrued at Key West, from the year 1822 to 1824; and 
copies of the correspondence of this office, numbered from 15 to 32, which contain all the information in 
possession of the Department on the subject of the resolution. 

I have the honor to remain, with the highest respect, your most obedient servant, 

RICHARD RUSH. 


The Honorable the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





Treasury Departuent, Comptroller’s Office. 


Sm: On the subject of the resolution of the House of Representatives of the United States of the 
28th ultimo, which you have referred to me, and which is in these words: __ ; 
“ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to furnish this House with a statement of 
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the revenue which has accrued, and of the amount of revenue collected, at Key West, since it wag 
made a port of entry, and to inform the House whether regular returns and remittances of the revenue have 
been made by the Collector of that district,” I have the honor to communicate the following documents ag 
containing all the information in possession of this Department on the several points of inquiry in the 


resolution, viz: 
1. Copy of letter to the Collector, under date of the 10th July, 1824, enclosing his commission, blank 


official bond, oaths of office, forms, &c. 

2. Copy of my letter to him under date of the 2d of August, 1824, acknowledging the receipt of his 
official bond and oaths, the same having been approved. 

3. Copy of his answer, dated 28th of October, 1824, enclosing lists of bonds transferred to him, and 
stating that the office was unprovided with the Laws of the United States, as well as with the forms and 
instructions for rendering his accounts. 

4. Copy of my letter to him, under date of the 17th of January, 1825, enclosing a new commission, on 
his appointment having been confirmed by the Senate, and blank bond and oaths of office, to be taken 
and executed. 

5. Copy of my letter to him, under date of the 11th of February, 1825, enclosing another set of forms 
and instructions. 

6. Copy of his letter, dated April 1, 1825, enclosing certain returns for the quarter ending the 31st of 
March, 1825. 

7. Copy of my letter to him, under date of the 2d of April, 1825, stating that his official bond being 
defective another one was enclosed to him. 

8. Copy of my letter to him, under date of the 5th of April, 1825, containing instructions as to the 
manner of stating his accounts; returning some imperfect ones, in order that others might be rendered in 
their stead; and enclosing another set of forms and instructions. 

9. Copy of his letter, dated April 6, 1825, acknowledging the receipt of forms and instructions, and 
promising that his accounts should, thereafter, be rendered in the manner prescribed by this Department. 

10. Copy of my letter to him, under date of the 9th of May, 1825, returning certain imperfect accounts, 
and requesting others to be rendered in their stead. 

11. Copy of his letter, dated 15th of December, 1825, enclosing a bill of exchange for $3,500, (which 
has been paid,) stating the circumstances which prevented him from rendering his accounts conformably 
to the instructions of this Department, and promising to make out complete returns from the time he 
entered upon the duties of his office. 

12. Copy of my letter to him, dated the 20th of December, 1825, from which it will be seen that a 
letter from this Department, returning some accounts to him, came back to the Department as a dead letter. 

13. Copy of my letter to him, dated April 11, 1826, stating that if he did not forward his accounts, 
without further delay, his delinquency would be reported to the President of the United States. 

14. Copy of my letter to him, dated the 15th of April, 1826, stating that if his official bond and oaths, 
required under his new commission, were not forwarded without further delay, the delinquency would be 
reported to the President of the United States. 

I deem it proper to add, that the accounts promised to be rendered by him, in his letter of the 15th 
of December, 1825, in the form prescribed by this Department, not having yet come to hand, a settlement 
with him has necessarily been deferred. 

I take leave further to remark, that having, by my correspondence with the Collector at Key West, 
discovered that the conveyance to that place by mail was quite uncertain, and having recently been 
informed by Mr. Simmington, a resident of Key West, that my communications would go safe if sent to 
the care of Mr J. G. Hoggewerff, merchant, of Baltimore, he having frequent opportunities of sending 
letters to Key West, the latter course has been adopted, but sufficient time has not yet elapsed to judge 
of the result of this means of communication. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be your obedient servant, JOS. ANDERSON. 


Hon. Ricuarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 





No. 1. 


Treasury DepartMENT, Comptroller’s Office, July 10, 1824. 


Sir: The President of the United States having been pleased to appoint you to the office of Collector 
of the Customs for the district, and inspector of the revenue for the port of Key West, your commission is 
enclosed. On the receipt of it you will take the oath prescribed by law, and enter into bond, with two or 
more sureties, in the sum $2,000, for the faithful discharge of the trust. Forms of the oath and bond are 
also enclosed. When taken and executed you will transmit them to this office for approbation, together 
with the certificate of the Collector at Baltimore, touching the sufficiency of the sureties. 

Joel Yancey, esq., your predecessor in office, will deliver to you on application all the public 
property, books, and papers in his possession, together with the instructions relating to the duties of the 
office, with which he has been furnished by this Department, for all which you will give him duplicate 
receipts, specifying every article. 

In relation to the tranfer of bonds outstanding it is deemed necessary to give you some special 
instructions in order to obviate any difficulty that may arise in the settlement of your own or your 
predecessor’s accounts. With that view I have to request that the following lists of the bonds outstanding 
may be made out by you, to be forwarded by your predecessor: 

1. A list of the bonds put in suit on which judgments have been obtained. 

2. A list of the bonds put in suit on which judgments have not been obtained. 

3. A list of the bonds not yet due and placed in your hands. 

Forms of those lists are enclosed, from which you will perceive that, with respect to the bonds in 
suit, it is particularly necessary that the partial payments made on them, and to whom made, should be 
ascertained with the greatest precision, because, for the balance of these bonds, after deducting the partial 
payments, added to the amount of bonds not yet due and placed in your hands, you will be debited and 
your predecessor credited. 

Respectfully, JOS. ANDERSON, Comptroller. 


Wm. Pinkney, Esq., Collector, Key West, Florida. 
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No. 2. 


Treasury Department, Comptroller’s Office, August 2, 1824. 


Sm: Your official bond and oaths have been received and approved. The Secretary of the Treasury 
authorizes you to procure a suitable boat and to employ hands as boatmen, but declines authorizing you 
to charge the United States with the rent of an office, there being no Jaw justifying it. 

Respectfully, 
JOS. ANDERSON, Comptroller. 

Ws. Pinkney, Esq., Collector, Key West, East Florida, now at Baltimore. 





No. 3. 


Key West, October 28, 1824. 


Sm: In obedience to your instructions I now enclose two abstracts, showing the amount of bonds 
received by me from the late acting Collector, Mr. Mc McIntosh; also, the bonds left by Mr. Ayres in Mr. 
Mc McIntosh’s possession, and the amount received by Mr. Ayres on those bonds. I have also given 
receipts to Mr. Mc McIntosh for the amount of cash received by him and which will appear in my 
quarterly accounts. 

I have passed receipts for the other property belonging to this Department. 

I beg leave to observe that there are no bonds in this district unpaid, none as yet having become due. 

Among the list of bonds returned there are several upon which two and a half per cent. only will be 
receivable, as they are for goods shipped with benefit of drawback. This office is entirely unprovided 
with the laws of the United States, as well as instructions and forms of keeping and transacting accounts. 
I trust I may be furnished ere long. 

Respectfully, 
WM. PINKNEY, Collector. 

Hon. Joseph Anperson, Comptroller. 





No. 4. 


Treasury Department, Comptroller’s Office, January 17, 1825. 


Sir: The Senate having confirmed your appointment to the office of Collector of the Customs for the 
district and inspector of the revenue for the port of Key West, a new commission is enclosed. On 
receipt of it you will take the oaths prescribed by law and enter into bond, with two or more sufficient 
sureties, in the sum of two thousand dollars, for the faithful discharge of the trust. Forms of the oaths 
and bond are also enclosed. When taken and executed you will return them to this office for approbation, 
together with the certificate of a judge or clerk of a court, or of some other prominent and respectable 
character, touching the sufficiency of the sureties. 

Respectfully, 
JOS. ANDERSON, Compiroller. 

Wu. Pinxyey, Esq., Collector, Key West, East Florida. 





No. 5. 


Treasury DepartMENT, Comptroller's Office, February 11, 1825. 


Sir: I duly received your letter of the 28th ultimo, with the abstracts which accompanied it. 

Having furnished your predecessors with the laws of the United States and the instructions and 
forms for keeping and rendering the accounts of the office, who ought to have delivered them over to you, 
I regret to learn that you are unprovided in those respects. 

Another set of forms and instructions are, therefore, transmitted herewith. 

If it be practicable to procure another set of laws of the United States, they shall be forwarded with 
the least possible delay. 

Respectfully, 
JOS. ANDERSON, Comptroller. 
W. Pinyxney, Esq., Collector, Key West. 





No. 6. 
Key West, April 1, 1825. 


Enclosed I have the honor to transmit a cash account current, also a bond account, for the quarter 
ending 31st ultimo. 
Also, the vouchers for disbursements made during the same period. 
Respectfully, 
W. PINKNEY, Collector. 
Hon. Joseph Anperson, Comptroller. 
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No. 7. 


Treasury Department, Comptroller's Office, April 2, 1825. 
Sir: Your official bond being defective, for want of seals to the names of the obligors, a new one ig 


enclosed. 


Respectfully, 
F JOSEPH ANDERSON, Comptroller. 


Ws. Pinkney, Esq., Collector, Key West, East Florida. 





No. 8. 


Treasury Department, Comptroller's Office, April 5, 1825. 


Sir: It is to be regretted that the forms and instructions furnished to both of your predecessors had 
not been delivered over to you, as your accounts from the time of your appointment up to the 31st 
December Jast might then have been stated in the manner required by this Department, instead of which, 
they are found, upon examination, to be rendered in a form altogether different from that prescribed. 

Having recently furnished you with a complete set of the forms and instructions, you will, on referring 
to them, readily perceive where the difference exists. 

It may be well, however, to observe, that on the importation of goods into your district you are to 
render quarter yearly an abstract of the duties arising on such goods, and credit the United States in 
your account current of the customs with the amount of such duties. 

A part of these duties may be paid in cash, and for the other part bonds will be taken, of which a 
particular account should be rendered, agreeably to the form prescribed. With the cash received and 
the bonds taken you account for the amount of duties credited by you. 

When goods are exported for benefit of drawback you ought to issue debentures according to the 
directions contained in the 8th section of the collection law of the 2d March, 1799, making them payable 
at the times, respectively, at which the duty bonds on which they are predicated become payable. 

When the duty bonds shall be paid you are to surrender them to the party, crediting the bond account 
with the amount, and thereupon you are to pay the debentures predicated on them, taking a receipt on 
the back, cancelling them by punching a hole through your signature, and rendering an abstract of them, 
the amount of which you are to charge in your account current of the customs. 

Where the importer is also the exporter of the goods for the benefit of drawback, and he continues 
to hold the debentures until the duty bonds become due, the former will, of course, be an offset pro tanto 
to the latter, and by giving a receipt to you on the back of the debentures and paying the difference 
between the duty bond and the debentures, (which will be the amount required by law to be retained,) 
you will surrender the duty bond, as you will receive credit at the Treasury for the amount of the 
debentures, and he will have paid you the usual retention. 

The bond account is, of course, to be credited with the duty bonds thus discharged. 

In order to a settlement of your accounts at the Treasury to the 3lst December, 1824, it will be 
necessary that all the proceedings mentioned should be observed in relation to the transactions which 
have taken place at your office up to that time, and to be continued thereafter. 

For instance, you are to render an abstract of the duties on the goods imported and an account of the 
bonds given for such duties. 

You are then to issue debentures for the duties (deducting the usual retention) on the goods exported 
for benefit of drawback, taking a receipt on the back of the debentures, cancelling them in the manner 
stated, rendering an abstract of them, and charging the amount in your account of the customs. 

You are also to render abstracts of the tonnage duties and light money, and of the marine hospital 
money collected by you, agreeably to forms prescribed. 

The accounts of the inspector and weigher paid by you, not having been verified as required by the 
act of the 7th May, 1822, are returned herewith, in order that the deficiency may be supplied. 

Your early compliance with the present instructions is desirable; and lest the forms and instructions 
recently transmitted to you may not have got to hand, another set is enclosed herewith. 


Respectfully, 
J. ANDERSON, Comptroller. 
W. Pinkney, Collector, Key West. 





No. 9. 


Key West, April 6, 1825. 


I had the honor to receive your letter of the 11th February, transmitting the forms and instructions 
for keeping and transacting the accounts of this office. 

The accounts for the last quarter have [not] been made up, because it would be impossible to render 
them in the precise manner required by those forms, they not having been received until this day. 
Although the accounts hitherto rendered are not in the precise form required, they are perfectly accurate 
and supported by duplicate vouchers in every instance. Hereafter they will be rendered in the manner 


required. 
Respectfully, WM. PINKNEY, Collector. 
Hon. JoserpH ANDERSON, Comptroller. 
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No. 10. 


Treasury Department, Compftroller’s Office, May 9, 1825. 


Sm: For similar reasons with those stated in my letter to you of the 5th ultimo your cash and bond 
account for the quarter ending on the 31st March last, together with the accounts of the inspectors and 
weighers, are returned herewith. 

In lieu of them you are requested to furnish, as early as possible, other accounts agreeably to the 
forms prescribed. 

Respectfully, JOS. ANDERSON, Comptroller. 

W. Piygyey, Esq., Collector, Key West. 





No. 11. 


Kry West, December 15, 1825. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit to you a bill of exchange for $3,500, (first,) drawn by Lieutenant 
Commandant Paine, upon the Navy Department, and for which bill I have furnished the money by order 
of Commodore Warrington, and under instructions from the late acting Secretary of the Treasury, (the 
Hon. Mr. Southard, Secretary of the Navy.) The second bill (of same tenor and date) I shall transmit 
by another conveyance, as well as a copy of the letter of Commodore Warrington, making requisition for 
the above sum. The third I shall transmit to the Treasury as a voucher with my quarterly accounts. 

These bills will be endorsed by me, payable to the honorable the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Circumstances beyond my control, owing to my ill health upon this Key, and consequent absence to 
the north, together with the want of forms and instructions relative to keeping the accounts to be 
rendered to the Treasury, together with the decease of the late Isaac Merrick, inspector of the revenue, 
have prevented me returning these abstracts. 

The forms and instructions above alluded to have only reached here in May last, at which time I was 
in the United States, (New York,) and the inspector, Mr. Merrick, wife, and family, were at the point of 
death. Under these circumstances he was compelled to leave this Key, and Mr. T. A. Brown was left in 
charge of this office. He is since deceased, and I have only been able to reach here on the 5th November 
last. Ihave therefore been the whole time engaged in making up the returns and accounts, which will 
be forwarded as soon as possible, to embrace the whole period, from the time I arrived on this Key to the 
quarter ending December 31, 1825. 

It is a subject of much regret to me that I should have found, in entering upon the duties of this 
office, not a single instruction, form, or paper from the Treasury, Mr. Ayres (as I am informed) having 
removed them to Norfolk; of course, when I arrived here, compelled as I was to enter upon the duties of 
this office, I was totally ignorant of the different abstracts required by the Treasury, as well as the form 
of accounts current. 

I furnished accounts current to the Department for two quarters ending 30th April last, but not being 
in form they are returned. May I beg the favor of you to lay this letter before the honorable the 
Secretary of the Treasury, which will explain why the returns have not been made hitherto according 
to law. 

The inspector being deceased, I am now obliged to perform his duty as well as my own. 

Respectfully, 


W. PINKNEY, Collector. 
Hon. Joseph ANDERSON, Comptroller, Washington. 





No. 12. 


Treasury Department, Comptroller’s Office, December 20, 1825. 


Sm: The enclosed documents are returned to you, the letter from this office which contained them 
having been returned to the post office as a dead letter. 
Respectfully, — JOS. ANDERSON, Comptroller. 


Ws. Pinney, Esq., Collector, Key West, East Florida. 





No. 13. 


Treasury Department, Comptroller’s Office, April 11, 1826. 


Sm: You have rendered no accounts for any quarter of the year 1825. For this omission you are 
subjected to a fine of $1,000, agreeably to the 21st section of the collection law of 1799. If you have any 
sufficient excuse for your neglect, it will be necessary for you to address it to the President of the United 
States, with whom only the power of remitting the fine is placed. Unless your accounts be rendered 
without further delay it will become my painful duty, enjoined by the act of January 31, 1823, to report 
your delinquency to the President. 

Respectfully, JOS. ANDERSON, Comptroller. 


Wm. Pinkney, Esq., Collector, Key West, East Florida. 











FINANCE. 





No. 14. 


Treasury Department, Comptroller's Office, April 15, 1826. 


Sm: On the 17th of January, 1825, a letter was addressed to you from this office apprising you that 
the Senate had confirmed your appointment to the office of Collector, and enclosing a new commission. 
That letter required you to execute the bond, and take the oaths required by law. Forms of the bond 
and oaths were also enclosed. The compensation act of March 2, 1799, requires every Collector to give 
bond within three months after the date of his official oath. After the lapse of so many months beyond 
the time allowed you by law it becomes my duty to inform you that unless your bond and oaths be 
transmitted without further delay I shall be constrained, however reluctantly, to report your delinquency 


to the President of the United States. 
Respectfully, JOS. ANDERSON, Comptroller. 


Wy. Pinkney, Esq., Collector, Key West, East Florida. 





A statement exhibiting the amount of gross and net revenue which accrued in the district of Key West from 
the 19th of December, 1822, to the 31st day of December, 1824. 


1823. 1824, 
eee ennne ur UGG EMEN PONOMRINNIOD . . ooo. ce ccs cae od sv aeons seu sereeeicbas $389 11 $14,108 79 
Gross amount of duties on tonnage and light money..............cce eee eeeee 29 47 1,509 02 
| ee rere rere rere er err ree 50 43 85 88 
ri tae Mier fone es Ge eee ceeh 6 chee ehebed aes 469 O01 15,703 69 
es KEKE DEW ERAS OS WARES ORO hE KES MORNE AEE 12,805 42 
ae SCE CE SUNIL 6 sd ips Wieais dW bebe Sw ase oe 05 eS owe w Reale 164 83 2,012 20 
ee eer eee Lee er eee Tye ee ee ere ee ns ere 886 07 


[No account for 1825 received. } 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, May 4, 1826. 





No. 15. 
Treasury Department, January 1, 1823. 


Sr: Your letter of the 27th ultimo was received by due course of mail and referred on the same day 
to the Navy Department. Enclosed is the reply of the Secretary. 

I cannot, consistently with the law or the practice of the Treasury, authorize an inspector to receive 
at the rate of three dollars a day whether he is employed or not. It has been the practice of the Depart- 
ment to authorize the Collectors, under particular circumstances, to agree to a monthly compensation, 
always, however, much below the sum the inspector would receive at three dollars a day if constantly 
employed through the year. The practice has been particularly applied to cases where the inspector is 
stationed at places different from the port of entry, so that it was impossible for the Collector to know 
how many days he was employed. The compensation in such cases has been regulated by the degree of 
vigilance required of the inspector to prevent smuggling. 

As it is presumed that the inspector you may employ will remain under your inspection at the port 
of entry, it is not deemed expedient to act upon the case at this time as one of a peculiar nature. 

There is no objection to your appointing the measurer, gauger, &c., your deputy. 


I am, &c., 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 
Jort Yancey, Esq., Collector of Key West, Norfolk. 





No. 16. 
Ricusonp, January 5, 1823. 


Sir: Your favor of the 1st instant has been received. I thank you for your prompt attention to my 
request to obtain permission from the Secretary of the Navy for me to go with Commodore Porter to Key 
West. Ihave since addressed a letter to him soliciting his assent. When I get there I will write to 
you again and give a minute account of the place. 

I remain, sir, your friend and humble servant, 


JOEL YANCEY. 





No. 11. 


Norroik, January 28, 1823. 


Sm: If the law tolerated an allowance for office rent, building warehouses, &c.,as Key West is a 
new establishment, and consequently destitute of such accommodations, it would suit me very well; and 
my object in this address is to know if you consider it within your power, without an appropriation for 
the specific purposes alluded to, to authorize in such cases the building or renting an office and warehouse 
at the public expense. Will you be so obliging, on the reception of this, as to write me an answer ? 

I am, sir, your friend and most obedient servant, 


JOEL YANCEY. 
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No. 18. 


Treasury DepartMent, February 4, 1823. 


Sir: Your letter of the 30th ultimo has been duly received, and I approve of the appointment of 
Samuel Ayres as an inspector of the customs at Key West, it being understood, however, that he cannot 
be entitled to receive any compensation until he has taken the oaths of office, and entered on the duties 
at Key West. 

Iam, &c., 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 

Jort Yancey, Esq., Collector of Key West, Norfolk, Va. 








No. 19. 


Treasury Department, July 9, 1823. 


Sir: The gentleman whom you left at Key West as Deputy Collector has died since your departure 
from it. I understand that he caught the yellow fever at Havana, and died shortly after his return. 
Your presence is therefore indispensable; the more so, as the revenue cutter is now ready for service. 

Until you arrive, or until another deputy can be appointed, all business at the custom-house must be 
suspended. I have had several intimations that a plan was in contemplation to enter coffee and other 
West India articles there for reshipment to other ports of the Union. As itis difficult to conceive any 
fair or honest motive for such a course, the suspicion naturally arises that illicit practices will be resorted 
to by those who engage in it. It will therefore be an imperious duty to exercise the strictest inspection, 
and the utmost vigilance as to the solvency of those who offer themselves to bond duties at the custom- 
house. The best security among persons of doubtful credit will be a deposit of a sufficient portion of 
merchandise to secure the payment of the duties. 

Iam, &e., 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 

Jor, Yancy, Esq., Collector, Key West, Glasgow, Key. 





No. 20. 
Norroik, February 11, 1823. 


Sir: Your favor of the 4th instant has been received, in which you were pleased to approve Samuel 
Ayres as inspector of the revenue for Key West. I have now to inform you that I have appointed Mr. 
Joseph Dawley, of the State of Virginia and county of Norfolk, Deputy Collector for the district of Key 
West. Mr. Dawley sustains an unsullied character, and has given very satisfactory security. 

I am, sir, your friend, and most obedient servant, 





JOEL YANCY, Collector, Key West. 





No. 21. 


Tuompson’s Istanp, June 15, 1823. 


Sir: As merchants, residing at this place, we beg leave to represent that we are obliged to suspend 
our commercial operations, (owing to the death of the Deputy Collector of this port, and the resignation 
of Mr. Ayres, who was the inspector,) which cannot be revived until the Collector, Joel Yancey, esq., 
returns to the duties of his office, or.appoints a deputy. As we shall be subjected to much inconvenience 
and a great loss if we are obliged to wait until arrangements are made by Mr. Yancey, who resides in 
Kentucky, we respectfully apply to your honor to prescribe some immediate remedy. 

A vessel is now in port, on whose cargo duties would be payable to the amount of $2,500, the object 
of whose voyage is destroyed by not being able to secure them here. A large business has commenced 
with the port of Havana, which must be discontinued until the custom-house is re-established. 

We pray your honor to take our situation into consideration, and to afford us the necessary relief 
immediately. 


Your obedient servants, 
JNO. R. MIFFLIN, 


P. C. GREENE, 
J. WHITEHEAD, 
R. FITZPATRICK, 
J. W. MONTON. 


Hon. W. H. Crawrorp, Secretary of the Treasury, Washington city. 








No. 22. 


U. S. Gatuior Sza Gutx, Allenton, Thompson’s Island, June 24, 1823. 


Sir: Apprehending that the Secretary of the Navy may be absent from Washington, I have taken the 
liberty of sending you a copy of my communication to him on a subject which claims an early attention. 


VOL. V: 63 B 
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The absence of the Collector and inspector, and the death of the Deputy Collector, has left no protee- 
tion here to the revenue but myself. I have not allowed vessels coming from foreign ports to land their 
cargoes, but have sent them elsewhere, persuaded, as 1 am, that there can be no motive in their doing go 
but the interest which they hope to derive from illicit practices. 

To vessels going coastwise I give a certificate, stating the cargo, if any, and the fact that there are 
no revenue officers here. 

There are no custom-house fees collected, however, and this is the only inconvenience felt from the 
want of a Collector; a consideration not worth taking into account, as the number of vessels which arrive 
and depart is so limited. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
D. PORTER. 


Hon. Wituram H. Crawrorp. 


Sea Gui, Allenton, June 24, 1823. 


Sir: I have the honor to send, for your information, copy of a letter to the Captain General of Cuba, 
which so fully explains the object of writing it, that it leaves little more for me to say than that I hope 
the course pursued by me will meet your approbation. 

I am under the impression that the practice of wrecking Spanish vessels on our coast by Colombian 
cruisers, in order to secure their cargoes, has, for a long time past, been pursued to a considerable extent, 
and that the establishment at Key Vacas was made with this object chiefly in view. 

I feel myself somewhat at a loss how to act in this business, which appears to be one of peculiar 
delicacy. I thought that the first proper step was to remove all cause of suspicion and complaint from 
the authorities of Cuba, reserving to myself the right of acting as circumstances might hereafter make 
necessary. 

I beg your early instructions on this subject, both as regards the disposal of the property and the 
course I ought to pursue toward the cruiser, (which claims the character of a Government vessel,) if she 
should be detected, and the individuals (aiders and abettors) residents at Key Vacas. 

The goods from that place are invariably, I am informed, sent to Norfolk, where it is likely a strict 
scrutiny might detect a more extensive concern. 

As wrecking on this coast is a business of great importance and extensively carried on, I should be 
glad to be informed whether there are any laws to regulate it. Previous to my coming here the neigh- 
boring keys were much frequented by English wreckers, who took the property to New Providence; but 
the detention of two of them, by Lieutenant Commanding Watson, occasioned an alarm which has since 
kept them from the coast. A correspondence took place between the Governor of Bahama and myself on 
the subject, which I have the honor to enclose you. 

It is my opinion that much smuggling, if not already practiced, will be attempted. It is out of the 
power of any custom-house officer here to prevent it; and, having had some experience in these matters 
while at New Orleans, I know that, without being clothed with some authority from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, I cannot lawfully make a seizure. Whatever powers are given to me I will exercise whenever the 
public interest may require it; and I solicit from you early instructions how I am to proceed. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
DAVID PORTER. 


Hon. Secretary OF THE Navy. 


True copy: P. Witson. 





No. 23. 


Giascow, July 24, 1823. 


Sir: On the 9th instant I wrote you a letter relative to one I wrote you 17th April last from Mobile; 
since which, on the 21st instant, I received from Mr. Fras. A. Thornton, Mr. Samuel Ayres, and my brother 
Charles, letters informing me of the death of Mr. Joseph Dawley, my late deputy at Key West; and Mr. 
Thornton informed me, as well as Mr. Ayres, that the laws, papers, blanks, &c., were sent on to Mr. 
Dawley’s brother, at Norfolk; and Mr. Ayres observed that it was your advice, as well as the Comp- 
troller’s, that I should appoint a deputy to report from the papers. I have done so, and appointed my 
brother, Charles Yancey, of Richmond, Virginia, and have directed Mr. Dennis Dawley to bring all the 
business there to my brother, who will, no doubt, report as quick as possible. I am a good deal shocked 
at the account of the yellow fever appearing at Key West so soon, and have concluded not to return till 
fall, nor to order Mr. Ayres to return before, although I am very uneasy about the stagnation of business 
for want of officers, but before I would return there now I really would resign, even if I was not detained 
here, as I am, by indispensable business. What would you advise me to do? Had I better appoint a 
deputy, if I can get one, and send him on, and let him procure a temporary inspector if any business 
should occur? And although I dislike very much to be troublesome to you, should be extremely obliged 
to you for your advice, as I am very uneasy lest I should be the means of injuring the public service. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your friend, 
JOEL YANCEY. 





No. 24. 


Treasury Department, August 9, 1823. 


Sir: Yours of the 24th ultimo has been received by this day’s mail. It is important that an officer 
should be at Key West as soon as practicable. The cutter has sailed for that station and will have 
frequent occasions for instructions and advice. 
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Key West is considered healthy. Your deputy caught the yellow fever at Havana, as have all those 
who have been afflicted with that disease. If he had remained at his post it is highly probable that he 
would have escaped and continued in health. 

Iam, &c., 


WM. H. CRAWFORD, 
Jort Yancey, Esq., Collector, Key West, Glasgow, Kentucky. 





No. 25. 


Guascow, Kentucky, August 29, 1823. 


Sir: On the 26th instant I had the honor of receiving yours of the 9th instant, and have, some time 
since, on the 6th instant, received yours of the 9th ultimo; but a most severe and distressing affliction 
among some of my very near relations prevented my going on to Key West or sending a deputy, even if 
I had not have been a good deal panic struck about sickness at the island. I have now appointed Mr. 
Braxton B. Winn, of this county, my deputy, who will go on immediately, and I shall soon follow him ; he 
is aman of business and integrity. I have given him the most particular and pointed instructions to 
have a very vigilant inspection observed, and to be very cautious as to taking securities for duties, and, 
in fact, that he had better, in all cases, keep, according to your advice, a sufficiency of merchandise to pay 
the duties when there is the least doubt of solvency, and, as the Collector will be very much unacquainted, 
he had better, perhaps, resort to the method advised in all cases. I am very much gratified at the account 
of the health of Key West given by you in your favor of the 9th instant; also, at the liberal and friendly 
manner you have acted towards me, as to the suspension of business, on account of Mr. Dawley’s unfor- 
tunate death. I have been detained here by imperious causes, and I am happy that there has been no 
expression of blame, as it would have been extremely mortifying to me, as I know that I had made great 
exertions to have the office properly carried on, and I am happy to find that, if there is a proper disposition 
manifested by public officers to do their duty, even if there should arise a suspension of business from such 
cause as the one at Key West, you are, as I know you would be, disposed to act liberally. I sincerely 
hope the business will be very shortly resumed and executed correctly. I am very glad you have sent a 
revenue cutter, as it, no doubt, will be very essential in a district so well situated for smuggling as that 
is. There being no office nor warehouse yet will be a very great inconvenience, but I hope it will soon 
be obviated by the erection of suitable buildings. I shall observe a due attention to economy, and shall 
only rent a warehouse in case of absolute necessity, as you directed. I have discovered no disposition on 
the part of any that might probably have buildings to rent to show any quarters as to price. 


Accept assurances of my esteem, and believe me to be your sincere friend, 
JOEL YANCEY. 





No. 26. 


Wasuineton Crry, January 3, 1824. 


Sir: I do hereby resign my commission as Collector of the Customs for the district of Key West, in 
East Florida. 
I am, sir, your friend and most obedient servant, 


JOEL YANCEY. 





No. 27. 


Havana, February 4, 1824. 

Sir: I arrived here this morning, and shall take passage in the United States schooner Wild Cat, this 
evening, for Key West. By conversation with John Warner, esq., our commercial agent at this place, 
and also with Captain Ramage, of the Navy, (both of whom are direct from Key West,) I am informed 
that there is no Collector there, and that it is absolutely necessary for one to be there, or that I be 
instructed by you how to act in regard to the revenue of that place. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
S. AYRES. 


Hon. Secretary OF THE TREASURY. 





No. 28. 


Autenton, Thompson’s Island, February 20, 1824. 


Sir: On my arrival here, and seeing the absolute necessity for a Collector at this place, I was induced, 
by the advice and consent of the commanding officer of this station, to act also as Collector until I could 
be instructed from your Department. I have heard nothing of the recently appointed Collector except 
that he was in New Orleans about four months since, soon after he was appointed deputy to the former 
Collector, Mr. Yancy. For further information I beg leave to refer you to Captain Rosseau, of the Navy, 
who has commanded here for the last four months, and by whom this will be handed you. — 

I would further state that it appears very necessary that an inspector should be appointed to reside 
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at Key Vacas, owing to the great number of English wreckers that cruise and rendezvous in that neigh- 
borhood; and, likewise, that a set of the United States Laws and a seal are greatly wanted at this office, 


I have the honor to be, &c., 
S. AYRES. 


Hon. W. H. Crawrorp, Secretary of the Treasury. 





No. 29. 


Treasury Department, April 23, 1825. 


Sm: As no returns have been received from you at this office since your appointment as Collector at 
Key West, and as it is not known whether the instructions transmitted to your predecessor were turned 
over to you, it is proper to inform you that a punctual transmission of your accounts to the Comptroller of 
the Treasury for settlement, pursuant to the 21st section of the collection law, is deemed to be a matter 
of the first importance. 

The documents required for this office, and which must also be rendered with punctuality, are the 
following: 

A monthly return of moneys received and paid by you. In regard to this return the following 
particulars must be observed: First, it must uniformly bear date on the last day of the month, and must 
contain all the receipts and payments of the entire month. Second, the moneys received on bonds paid 
at maturity and on bonds in suit; for duties on merchandise paid at the time of importation; for duties 
on tonnage; and moneys received from seamen as hospital money must be respectively distinguished from 
each other; and also from moneys received on any other account. Third, the payments made into the 
Treasury; the payments for debentures falling due on the same day with the duties on the same parcel 
of merchandise; for debentures issued for drawback of duties already paid; for bounties on pickled fish 
and salted provisions; for drawbacks on the exportation of domestic distilled spirits; and for expenses 
attending the collection of the revenue, must be respectively distinguished from each other and from 
payments on any other accounts. 

A monthly return of debentures issued during the month for drawbacks, and of such entries made 
during the month as will hereafter entitle the person making the same to either a drawback or bounty. 

A monthly abstract of bonds put in suit during the month, designating those paid, and noting also, 
at the foot of the abstract, the bonds put in suit at any time previous to the month embraced by the 
abstract, and which may have been paid during said month. 

A monthly schedule of liquidated bonds. 

A quarterly return of moneys received and paid by you for the temporary relief and maintenance 
of sick and disabled seamen. 

If, on the receipt of this letter, no returns have been prepared by you for transmission, the first 
return may be made to embrace the whole period from your appointment till the last of the present month, 
after which your returns will be made monthly and quarterly, as before required. 

The public moneys which may be collected by you, over and above the current expenses of your office, 
must be retained in your hands to meet the expenditures of the Government in your district. The date 
of all payments made by you on Treasury drafts or otherwise will be entered in your monthly return. 

I will only further add that, in taking bonds for securing the payment of duties on imports, it is 
indispensably necessary that you should be fully satisfied of the solvency of the parties, and that when- 
ever you have any donbts on that point it will be advisable to refuse to accept the security which may 
be offered. 

Iam, &e., 
S. L. SOUTHARD, A. S. 7. 

Wm. Pinkney, Esq., Collector, Thompson’s Island. 


No. 30. 
Treasury Department, Jay 14, 1825. 


Sir: By a letter addressed to the Secretary of the Navy on the 19th ultimo by Captain Warrington, 
it appears that both you and he are desirous of making an arrangement by which he may be enabled 
occasionally to draw from you so much of the public moneys received by you as may be required for the 
disbursements of the United States naval squadron on that station. You are therefore authorized and 
requested to dispose of any moneys which may be in your hands from time to time as Collector, over 
and above what may be required for the purposes of the revenue, to purchase the bills of the commanding 
officer on that station upon the Secretary of the Navy to any amount for which he may exhibit to you the 
authority of the Secretary of the Navy so to draw, and the bills so purchased are to be sent by you to 
this Department as a remittance of so much of the public money in your hands as Collector, and charged 
in your account with the United States. 

These bills must be drawn in triplicate in your favor, and by you endorsed to the Treasurer of the 
United States. Two of the set must be transmitted to this Department by different conveyances and by 
the earliest opportunities. The third must accompany your quarterly account, in which it is to be 
charged. 

I am, sir, your most obedient servant. 


To , Collector of the Customs, Key West. 
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No. 81. 
Key West, December 15, 1825. 


Sm: Enclosed I have the honor to transmit to you a bill of exchange, (second,) first of same tenor 
and date transmitted, (by schooner Ardent, via New York,) for $3,500, being for a sum of money paid to 
Lieutenant Paine, commanding this Key, by requisition of Commodore Warrington, and under the authority 
of the honorable the Secretary of the Navy, (late acting Secretary of the Treasury.) 

I have the honor to be, with great consideration, your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM PINKNEY, Collector. 

Hon. Josern Anperson, First Comptroller. 





No. 32. 
Treasury Department, April 14, 1826. 

Sir: It is proper to inform you that no returns of any kind have been received at this office since 
your appointment to the collectorship of Key West, and that, with one exception, no quarterly accounts 
have been received from you at the Comptroller’s office. Although the peculiar situation of your district 
is unfavorable to a regular intercourse, it is nevertheless believed that frequent opportunities offer by 
way of the Havana, and occasionally by the revenue cutters, bound to Mobile or Charleston, from both of 
which places your communications to this Department would find a ready conveyance. 

I have, therefore, to request that you will, as soon as practicable after the receipt of this letter, 
transmit to me a general statement of your receipts and expenditures from the time you assumed the 
duties of the office down to the latest period, and that at the end of every succeeding month you furnish 
me with a return, agreeably to the enclosed form. 

I have further to request that when Captain Doane, of the revenue cutter Marion, leaves Key West 
for Charleston in order to obtain supplies you will send by him, to be deposited to the credit of the 
Treasurer in the Branch Bank of the United States at that place, all the public moneys in your hands 
beyond the sum required to defray the current expenses of your office, observing to take duplicate 
receipts therefor from Captain Doane, who is also to take duplicate receipts from the Cashier of the bank, 
one of which he must transmit to this office. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 

Wituiam Pinkney, Esq., Collector, Key West. ; 
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ADMISSION OF ARTICLES FOR CHURCH SERVICE FREE OF DUTY. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MAY 10, 1826. 


Mr. Marvin, from the Committee of Ways and Means, to whom was referred the petition of Benedict 
Joseph Flaget, Bishop of Bardstown, in the State of Kentucky, made the following report: 


The petitioner prays to be exonerated from the payment of the duties upon certain articles, consisting 
of vestments, furniture, and paintings, presented to him for the use of the church over which he presides, 
and which have been imported into the United States, and which are intended solely for the use of said 
church, as connected with its religious worship. 

The committee are of opinion, the articles referred to by the memorialist not having been purchased 
or imported by him with a view to any commercial profits, and not being articles of consumption except 
as connected with the service of the church over which he presides, it is but reasonable to exempt them 
from the payment of duties. In adopting this principle the committee are satisfied they propose only to 
extend to the Bishop of bardstown privileges similar in character to those which have from time to time 
been extended to various religious societies and institutions in different sections of the country. The 
committee have therefore reported a bill. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF THE SURPLUS RNVENUE AMONG THE SEVERAL 
STATES FOR EDUCATION, INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS, &c. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MAY 11, 1826. 


Mr. Dickerson, from the committee to whom was referred the resolution proposing to divide among the 
States annually a portion of the revenues of the General Government for the purposes of education 
and internal improvement, made the following report: 


_ That the committee, from as careful an examination of the subject as a due attention to their other 
duties would permit them to make, have come to the conclusion that great advantages would result to 
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the United States from an annual distribution among them, by some equitable ratio, of a portion of our 
national revenue for the purposes of education and internal improvement, or for such other purposes as 
the State governments may respectively deem most to their advantage. 

Whether the United States shall devote the whole of their revenues beyond what are required for 
the usual expenditures of the Government, domestic and foreign, civil, military, and naval, to the reduc- 
tion of our public debt until the whole of it shall be extinguished; or whether they shall apply a portion 
of those revenues, as proposed, for the most important purposes, and thereby cause a more gradual 
reduction of the public debt, resolves itself into a question of expediency. 

It remains for Congress to determine which of these courses will most effectually promote the present 
as well as future prosperity of the country. 

There can be no doubt that money distributed among the States as proposed would be invested in a 
way to give them much greater profit than the interest on such money would yield at three, four and a 
half, or even five per cent., which are the rates of interest now paid upon the greater part of our public 
debt. 
As a large portion of this debt is payable to persons in Europe, to discharge it as fast as our means 
would permit would be to send from the country sooner than necessary funds that are wanted at home, 
the inconvenience of which would be sensibly felt in the present embarrassed state of our moneyed 
market, and most probably for several years to come. ‘ 

Money distributed as proposed would give new activity to industry and enterprise in all the States, 
and that equally and simultaneously. 

It would create a vigilance on the part of the State governments over the expenditure of the General 
Government, and thereby prevent the waste of money and the adoption of extravagant measures that 
might diminish the amount of the annual dividends. 

- It would secure impartial justice to all the States in the distribution of the expenditures of our 
revenue, a failure of which, at present, is a subject of loud and just complaint. 

It would relieve the General Government of the serious inconvenience of an overflowing Treasury, 
which, if not provided for in the manner proposed or by a reduction of our revenue, will impair the most 
important principles of our Constitution. 

It would relieve the two Houses of Congress of a large portion of legislation now devoted to the 
disposal of our surplus funds—legislation of the worst kind, calculated to produce combinations, 
sectional feelings, injustice, and waste of the public treasure. 

It would transfer to the States the regulation of the expenditures for internal improvements by roads 
and canals, which, if retained and exercised by the General Government contrary, as is believed by many, 
to the spirit and letter of our Constitution, will, in time, so far decrease the powers of the State govern- 
ments, and increase those of the United States Government, as to destroy the federative principle of our 
Union, and convert our system of confederated Republics into a consolidated Government. 

It would remove the cause of the great and increasing difficulties, arising from an objection on con- 
stitutional grounds, to the exercise of the right claimed on the part of the United States of making roads 
and canals through the different States of the Union. | 

It would enable the General Government to keep in operation an efficient system of finance and 
revenue with advantage to the States; and, should the exigencies of the country require the application 
of all our means to some object connected with our national peace and prosperity, those means could soon 
be brought into operation by suspending for a time the dividends to the States. By this our Treasury 
would be filled without a sudden resort to new taxes, which might be oppressive to agriculture, and which 
might create much inconvenience by interrupting the pursuits and industry of our citizens. 

Money collected from the sources which now give us our revenues, and distributed among the States 
as proposed, would produce a rapid and profitable circulation of our funds from the centre to the 
extremities of the Union, and thus add to the force of the moneyed capital of the country. 

By the following calculation it will appear that on the Ist day of January, 1831, the six per cent. 
debt may be extinguished, twenty millions of dollars divided among the States, and more than a million 
and a half of dollars left in the Treasury, and that thirteen millions of dollars might be annually divided 
among the States thereafter, should it be deemed expedient to leave the five per cent. and four and a half 
per cent. debt, as well as the three per cent. debt, unredeemed. 

The calculation, however, is continued under a presumption that it may be deemed expedient to 
extinguish the five and four and a half per cent. debt in the reasonable time proposed. 

On the 1st day of January, 1838, the whole of the six per cent., five per cent., and four and a half 
per cent. debt may be extinguished, amounting to $67,689,306 27; interest paid upon the same, and upon 
the three per cent. debt up to that date, to the amount of $23,428,021 03; and that dividends may be 
made among the States in that time to the amount of $89,666,734 48; in all, $180,784,061 78. 

By this calculation it appears that the sum for distribution on the Ist of January, 1838, falls short of 
the proposed amount of $10,000,000 by $333,265 52; and that there will remain chargeable to the annual 
assumed fund of $15,000,000 the interest on the three per cent. debt, amounting to $398,886 94. These 
sums, however, may be provided for from retrenchments, to be made before the year 1838, in the expendi- 
tures for the Navy and fortifications; and $10,000,000, instead of the sum stated, may be divided among 
the States on the Ist of January in that year, and $15,000,000 annually thereafter. 

In 1827 the appropriation of half a million of dollars a year for the gradual increase of the Navy is 
to cease, and, as our most expensive fortifications are nearly completed, there will soon be a considerable 
reduction of expenditures under that head; and it is believed that important reductions may be made in 
other subjects of expenditure, by which the charges above stated may not only be provided for, but large 
additions made to the sums proposed for distribution. 

By making payments on the public debt quarter-yearly, there would be a reduction of the amount of 
interest not embraced in this calculation. 

As this plan, if adopted, will be an experiment, the distant operation of which cannot be foreseen, the 
committee do not think it advisable to provide, in the first instance, by law, for making the dividends 
proposed beyond the year 1831, by which time they believe that $20,000,000 may be divided among the 
States; and for that purpose they beg leave to submit a bill. 

Under a plan to distribute among the States a portion of our national revenue, and at the same time 
to provide for the gradual reduction of the public debt, it is proposed to divide annually, after the year 
1827, one-half of the amount appropriated for the Sinking Fund, to wit: $5,000,000 among the several 
States, by some equitable ratio, until the funded debt bearing six per cent. interest shall be extinguished; 
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after that, to divide among the States $10,000,000 annually until the funded debt bearing five per cent. 
interest, and that bearing four and a half per cent. interest, shall be extinguished; and after that, to divide 
among the States $15,000,000 annually, leaving the residue of the funded debt, bearing three per cent. 
interest, to be redeemed at some distant period. 

By the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, of the 22d December, 1825, it appears that the funded 
debt of the United States would amount, on the Ist day of January, 1826, to $80,985,537 25; which, 
divided into the different classes of which it is composed, may be stated thus: 




















Aggregate of debt bearing six per cent. interest. ..............cccccccccccccs pareeitete $38,857,439 24 
I I a okt yf KEN Dh ahaa seks bdo CEA Sx eea es ep wubs $2,331,446 35 
Aggregate of debt bearing five per cent. interest... ............ ccc ccc cece ccccescecs 12,792,000 20 
ee ae Ep uihicbiteins 639,600 00 
Aggregate of debt bearing four and a half per cent. interest..............0.. 0 0c e cece 16,039,866 83 
I I I a5 oko sé nek ened hoe ine ndvceacdes 721,794 00 
Aggregate of debt bearing three per cent. interest. .................cccceecccceccees 13,296,231 45 
NN gs xn a 5 69 5b SHS ERE SR REND eHow's 398,886 94 
80,985,537 25 
Aunual interest of the whole debt... 0... ccc cece ec cnceeecs 4,091,727 29 
Total of atx, Live, and four sad a half per cent. debt. ..... . ..565. 0 cise ccecccccceaces $67,689,306 27 
ee ee iy dais eg 5 x 5 he ASKED ETS ROR RRMAGE NG Oe Se dwene aed 13,296,231 45 








By the report it appears that of the revenues of 1825, after paying the expenditures of the year, 
including the interest on the public debt to the 1st day of January, 1826, there would remain in the 
Treasury the sum of $5,284,061 78, of which $3,500,000 are subject to former appropriations, and 
$1,000,000 of unavailable funds, leaving for the year 1826 the sum of $784,061 78; and by estimate in 
that report of the receipts and expenditures of the year 1826, after applying the amount of the Sinking 
Fund, $10,000,000, to the discharge of the interest and principal of the public debt, there will remain in 
the Treasury on the 31st of December, 1826, a balance of $4,915,269 98, applicable to the same purpose, 
if deemed expedient 

Although it is in contemplation to reduce the duties on tea, coffee, and some other articles, this 
measure, if adopted, will not produce a correspondent reduction of the revenues; for there will be an 
increased consumption of the articles in consequence of such reduction of the duties, while the revenue 
will be gradually augmented as our population shall increase, and with it the consumption of articles on 
which our duties are collected. 

It is, therefore, believed that there will be an increase rather than a decrease of public revenue for 
many years to come, and it may be safely assumed that the two sums mentioned, to wit: the amount of 
the Sinking Fund of $10,000,000, and the balance of $4,915,269 98, which may be taken at $5,000,000, 
will be the annual fund, from which may be paid the dividends proposed to be made, the interest on the 
public debt, and the sums necessary for the gradual reduction and final extinction of the six per cent., 
five per cent., and four and a half per cent. debt—all of which debt, except such portions of it as are not 
yet due, may be discharged at such times and in such portions as may suit the convenience of the General 
Government; and the loans not yet due may be discharged in like manner as they fall due, the last of 
which will be in the year 1835. 

Upon this basis the Committee of Ways and Means of the House of Representatives, in their report 
of the 6th of February last, have stated that the debt bearing six per cent. interest may be extinguished 
on the Ist day of July, 1829, provided the whole of the proposed fund, except what may be necessary for 
discharging the interest on the public debt, should be applied to that purpose. 

Upon the fund thus assumed the following calculations are made: 











The amount of the balance of 1825, applicable to the year 1826, as before stated ....... $784,061 78 
The sum appropriated to the Sinking Fund................-. Piha aan wens 10,000,000 00 
Balance in Treasury on the 31st December, 1825, $4,915,269 98, assumed at............ 5,000,000 00 





15,000,000 00 


























ee ed kh eked oe SOR ah a neRW sd sdeRe KEKE Oe FARE eed ONS 15,784,061 78 
eauct b yomr en Taterest OF The Tented Cele. c da ceccsewsasasteeosceas 4,091,727 29 
Leaving applicable to payment of principal on the 6 per cent. debt.................05. 11,692,334 49 
January 1, 1827, deduct for payment on the 6 per cent. debt ............ cece eee eee 11,000,000 00 
EES LE ee ee ee ee ee ee eee eee eee ee Tee ree Ty 692,334 49 
ee eh NN IE OE TUE iii ook. chee desc eececewescwerceseeecescuaces 15,000,000 00 

15,692,334 49 
ois. Ai ih bebe pad aek Cas ee Na DES SAKE < ORSEESS 3,431,727 29 

12,260,607 20 
Jammary 1, 1696, deduct for the first distribution ......... 00 ..csccncscussccesscseces 5,000,000 00 
Applicable to the principal of 6 por cont. GODt ... ...6.6.cecccccecccsscveseccccsccseves 7,260,607 20 
Deduct for payment on 6 Oo re et Pere rT eT! reer Teer e rr eee oe 7,000,000 00 
eh i ir id a dla aS vs BAAR ROA S DEMOS SARAW EAR KO SEES 260,607 20 
a eC Te Tee ETT Tee TT Ce ee CO ree ee 15,000,000 00 





ieanws 15,260,607 


are 


PS SR EE ELS Se EP 
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Deduct 1 year’s interest 


soe eee eee eee ee eee eee eee ese eeeeeeeeeseeee 


January 1, 1829, deduct for distribution 
Applicable to the reduction of 6 per cent. debt .......... ccc cece e eee c ee eeeennes 
Deduct for payment on 6 per cent. debt 


Jeon ee ee eee eee ee ee eee eet eee eseeeeeeeseeneresene 


oe eee ere reer eee eeee ee ee eee eeeeere reese e ee eeeeeeeeeeeseereeeesenern 


Leaving a balance of 
Add as before 


bse POSSSSHSHSH ESCH SCH SSH ASA SSH SHESSHSH SHA SLH SHS So SoeO HPC SCHR EO SSO HO REREG SSO CHEB CSC OH 


see ee eee ere eee eee Ce eee eeeseeeseeeeeere seer eeeeeseseeeseeeeessese 


Deduct 1 year’s interest 


January 1, 1830, deduct for distribution 


ee ee we ee ore eee eee eee seers eee eeeeeseeseeseseen 


eer eee er eee eee esse eeseeeeeeseeee ses eeoeeeeenene 


Applicable to reduction of 6 per cent. debt 
Deduct for payment on 6 per cent. debt 


SeORRDS C42CSDSSDE ROS O RDC OE PHESS HOR Z OB BHCC DH DSO BOSS 


oe eee eee eee etree eee esse ees eseeesesee seer eereeeeeeeeseereseesee tose 


Leaving a balance of 
Add as before 


ee ee eee reese e ee ee ee ere er eee esee ees eer eeees ee esses esses eee eeoeeeeeseereese 


6 Suds oc sige k NWA NR OSM RO NE KUOS dn kde DRED REWREW ES 


January 1, 1831, deduct for distribution 


see ee ewe eee eee eee ee eee eee eee eseeeesreereseeene 


Applicable to payment of 6 per cent. and 5 per cent. debt 
Deduct for payment of residue of 6 per cent. debt ............ cece ecccccsccevcsscese 
Applicable to the reduction of the 5 per cent. debt 
Deduct for payment on 5 per cent. debt 


ese eeer eer eeeereeeeeeeeeenese 


oeeeer ee eee ees eer eee eee eee eee seeeseeseeseeeeeeene 


eee eeeese ee ee eee eee e eee eee eee eeeeeeesese eee see eeeeeeeeeseeeeees 


Jeoeeeereeereeseeeseeeseee sree eeeeeseeeeeeeseeeesrese reese eeeeseeesereeeeeees 
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Deduct 1 year’s interest 


oe eee wwe weer eee eee eee seeeeeeseeeeeeeese sees 


January 1, 1832, deduct for distribution 
ee aie UI WE > TIRE UNG, UNE aig vies denne ineenss sis s ceawes sows swenee 
Deduct for payment on 5 per cent. debt 


ee eee eee ees eee ee eee ees ee eee eeseeeeseseeesese 


SHSSHSDSSSESSAHSHAHSLHHHSASOPEHH SSH KR RSS SKE KLE HHS OKRHOSCEHA EHO OSD RHE SOOO 


Leaving a balance of 
abba CSU e CaS bs ak besa he eOUCORKUKS < Saw WHORE WOES EEE aOR 


SHEAR AHROR SHAH SO RSC SFO HRSCR SO HHHESC SO SRA SSR H OSHC OH HE ODO DEH OS 88 


Deduct 1 year’s interest 


January 1, 1833, deduct for distribution 


oe ee esr e eee seer eee eee eee ese esse eeresreoeeseres eases 


eoerereere eee eee ee eee eee eeeeeeeeeeessesreesesne 


Applicable to reduction of 5 per cent. debt 
Deduct for payment on 5 per cent. debt 


eoeeree ere eee eee sreoeeeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeseeseeees 


seer eee eee eee eee ee ee eee eer eeseee ee eeeeee eee eeseseeeeeseeeeeneee 


Leaving a balance of 
Add as before 


oseereeeeeeeerereseeeeeeeeeeeesseeeeseeeeeseeee ese eeeeeeeseeerseeeesenesenes 


eeoeeteeeeeereereeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeoe ee ee ese eseeoeeeeeseees eevee 


Deduct 1 year’s interest 


January 1, 1834, deduct for distribution 


erweeereeree reese eee eee eeeeeeeereeeseeseeeeeseees 


Applicable to payment on 5 per cent. debt 
Deduct for payment on 5 per cent. debt 


eoeoerererereree reese eoee eee ees eeeeesrseeenseeeeres eee 


esereeeeereereeeeeeereeeseeeeeeeee see eeeeeeeeseseeseeeseeeeeeersesnee 


Leaving a balance of 
Add as before 


oeeereer eres ee eerste eee ee een esesreveseereeseeereeeeeseeeeeeeeseoeseeeseeeresens 


| PT ee TCT TT CETTE TTT CCRT TET TCL COTTE ° 


Carried forward 





$15,260,607 20 
3,011,727 29 
12,248 879 9] 
5,000,000 00 





7,248,879 9] 
7,000,000 00 

248,879 9] 
15,000,000 00 


12,657,152 69 
5,000,000 00 








7,657,152 62 
7,000,000 00 
657,152 69 


15,000,000 00 


15,657,152 62 
2,171,727 29 





13,485,425 33 
5,000,000 00 





25 33 
39 24 





1,627,986 09 
1,592,000 20 





35,985 89 
15,000,000 00 





15,035,985 89 
1,680,680 94 





13,355,304 95 
10,000,000 00 





3,355,304 95 
3,200,000 00 





155,304 95 
15,000,000 00 





15,155,304 95 
1,520,680 94 





13,634,624 01 
10,000,000 00 





3,634,624 01 
3,500,000 10 





134,624 01 
15,000,000 00 





15,134,624 01 
1,345,680 94 





13,788,943 07 
10,000,000 00 





3,788,943 07 
3,500,000 00 





288,943 07 
15,000,000 00 





15,288,943 07 
1,170,680 94 





14,118,262 13 
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Brought forward............ $14,118,262 13 

ey Ty Try Ge Gh BIRT sa knee ccecesecescsesedsaceans 10,000,000 00 
Applicable to the extinguishment of the 5 per cent. debt............ 00. cece ee eee eees 4,118,262 13 
Deduct for payment of the residue of 5 per cent. debt........ 0... 0. cece ee cee eee ees 1,000,000 00 
Applicable to the reduction of 4} per cent. debt.............0.000 ceceeseeccees weeee 3,118,262 13 
eauct for payment on the 4) per cont. debt... 0... ioc cce cece ceca secceesccces 3,039,866 &3 
REE ge GRe ne 2 at oe ae ee ea eee es ee 78,395 30 
ie See eal eke Sow AT XEN RREOE EASE KG RERKES LORE We aeRO 15,000,000 00 
15,078,395 30 
PLETE CULE TCE C TTT R CTT CCC LT CCRT TCC CC ECT TTT 983,886 94 
Sie 14,094,508 36 

I Fi re, Sn NE IN iss hiss is seis es sunset es eeSestesecancedavess 10,000,000 00 
Applicable to the reduction of the 4} per cent. debt. ............ccccceeeeenecceenees 4,094,508 36 
SOS Ee DAP IONE OM EE POF COME, CODE. onic ok eke ek eee er cececeecceweeeeccs 4,000,000 00 
i tk oa CRAGEN SARS GARR TAO LO odw REwSH so KE NORE S ado ERR ESS 94,508 36 
eh aa Paige Sie US 5 Sk Wd AARNE RS LOO WR OON Kade eae e ORY 15,000,000 00 
' 15,094,508 36 
i TT EE TET TCT TERETE CTE E TCO ECCT TCO ECT ET TET ee 803,886 94 
14,290,621 42 

January 1, 1837, deduct for distribution............... ia ERMA WLR SRS 10,000,000 00 
Agpnceiie to the payment of 4) per cent. debt... .... .cccecscvcccsrceccscssccpeees 4,290,621 42 
re ee IE IE Ue CE, OI ain kis sc iin cece ence aedeccsnevescescesuens 4,000,000 00 
Ne eee ee eee er ee ne ee eT een eee 290,621 42 
ee ee oer ere eee eee ee eee PARE RAMEN he MAAR OAS a eee 15,000,000 00 
15,290,621 42 

DOGG’ E PORTH TTOPONES 5 ow... ici ee ccieess. eee er TCT e eee eee eT TTT eee 623,386 94 
14,666,734 48 

By re, Se Oe I iain cece csc cedacesceseensscsawene 9,666,734 48 
Applicable to extinguishment of 4} per cent. debt............. cc cece cece cece ee nee 5,000,000 00 
| Teer eee Te eeee eee Tee ETT ETT TT TTT eeee 5,000,000 00 








Payments under the foregoing calculation : 





























Date Dividends. Interest. Debt. Per cent. 
ce Se eee Ae ee Ne eee eT $4,091,727 29 $11,000,000 00 |) 
Is isan ecemsacnttin Ge wakenkaciees $5,000,000 00 3,431, 727 29 7,000,000 00 
ikea shai che ndetdacdasancssdotiice 5,000,000 00 3,011,727 29 7,000,000 00 | $ 6 per cent. 
RR ass sissseoncsnbiicamaxnnstes 5,000,000 00 2,591,727 29 7,000,000 00 
I pcisleetisuiniabiicieciieniatnal 5,000,000 00 2,171,727 29 6,857,400 24 =|) 
1,592,000 20 
I ircieinndbeeeeriasAasbiitnincnins 10,000,000 00 1,680,680 94 3,200,000 00 
OT te Penny Ere nn Pee 10,000,000 00 1,520,680 94 3,500,000 00 | 5 per cent. 
MI issstinctaaiantincasaiaincaniseness 10,000,000 00 1,345,680 94 3,500,000 00 
Rare sitpnisensicicbaniasicnsincsea’ 10,000,000 00 1,170,680 94 ee 
3,039,866 83 |} 
I iiisaatetinsngrstcediaenases 10,000,000 00 983, 886 94 4,000,000 00 | iinet 
ss puecdicedwukancuimirtuicsssue 10,000,000 00 803, 886 94 4,000,000 00 | 
ipicerccaiinsinicacisnaaesiieensibis 9,666,734 48 623,886 94 5,000,000 00 
89, 666,734 48 23, 428,021 03 67,689, 306 27 
Whole amount applicable to the payment of dividends, interest, and debt............ $180,784,061 78 
I hoa og ss Sok AKG CA's oo + WO REER SERIO RAE $89,666,734 48 
a ee re ae eee ee ee ee oe 23,428,021 03 
ee cea be ieee ek keO Maa e eee see 67,689,306 27 
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180,784,061 78 
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191rH Coneress. | 
FRAUDS UPON THE REVENUE LAWS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MAY 15, 1826. 


To the Senate of the United States: 

In compliance with a resolution of the Senate of the 23d of March last, requesting information con- 
cerning the official conduct of the Collector and other revenue officers of the port of Philadelphia, I 
transmit herewith a report from the Secretary of the Treasury, with documents containing the informa- 


tion desired by the resolution. 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
Wasuineton, May 15, 1826. 





Treasury Department, May 13, 1826. 


The Secretary of the Treasury, to whom was referred the resolution of the Senate of the 23d of 
March, requesting that the President would “transmit to the Senate any information he may possess in 
relation to the official conduct of the Collector and other revenue officers of the port of Philadelphia in 
the case of certain teas said to have been imported by Edward Thompson, of this city,” has the honor to 
lay before the President the enclosed papers: 

1. The letters of instruction to Samuel Harrison Smith, Esq., who was employed as the agent of the 
Department to examine into the situation of the custom-house at Philadelphia, and the circumstances 
attending the failure of Edward Thompson; a letter from the Department to John Steele, Esq.; and the 
documents to which the instructions refer, numbered from 1 to 10, and marked A, B, C, D. 

2. The report of the agent, and the documents to which it refers, numbered from 1 to 84, inclusive, 
and marked A, B, C. 

3. The report of the First Comptroller of the Treasury, and the documents to which it refers, num- 
bered from 1 to 21, inclusive, which contain all the information in the possession of this Department upon 
the subject of the resolution; the whole being copies of papers and documents transmitted to the House of 
Representatives on the 22d of March, in obedience to a resolution of that body passed on the 27th of 
December preceding.* 

Respectfully submitted. 
RICHARD RUSH. 
The Preswent of the United States. 
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DUTY ON IMPORTED AND EXCISE ON DOMESTIC SPIRIT. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MAY 19, 1826. 


Mr. Connicr, from the Select Committee, to whom were referred the resolutions “that it is expedient to 
increase the duty on all imported spirit, and to levy an excise on domestic liquors,” and to apply the 
revenue from this source to purposes of “internal improvement and education,” made the following 


report: 


That before they could decide upon the expediency of an excise upon domestic spirit, which they 
consider to be the most material subject of their investigation, they deemed it proper to look to the 
experience of the Government in the operation of former laws, and ascertain the amount of revenue 
heretofore raised; the various rates of duty imposed; the quantity of spirit imported; the amount 
distilled at home, with the proportions from foreign and from domestic materials; the quantity consumed 
in the United States; the expense of collecting the tax, and what mode of collection was preferred. 

These points, with some others connected with their inquiry, they undertook to investigate them- 
selves, by examining the various reports and documents scattered throughout the records of this House. 
They, however, soon discovered the difficulties, as well as delays, of this mode, and in an interview which 
they requested of the Secretary of the Treasury, for the purpose of consultation, that gentleman expressed 
a willingness and readiness to afford the committee all the facilities for this information which the records 
of the Treasury Department could furnish. Accordingly, the various points were committed to writing 
and presented to the Secretary. 

They required much investigation and labor, and the committee regret that the previous calls made 
by Congress upon that Department had been so numerous and important as to engage the constant 
attention of all the clerks until a late period of the session, and that this investigation was not begun as 
early as was desired. The answers to the queries could not be made out earlier than the 16th May, and 
is presented with this report, which the committee desire may be considered as part thereof. 


* The several documents referred to in this communication of the Secretary of the Treasury will be found in antecedent 
No. 752 of this volume, March 23, 1826. 
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The committee have not had an hour to inspect these papers, but presume that they present, fairly 
and faithfully, the results of the excise laws of 1793 and of 1813, and their various supplements. 
Whether these results, in the existing state of our finances, are such as ought to induce Congress to 
carry into effect the wishes of that respectable portion of community who have petitioned us to levy an 
excise on domestic spirit, is a question which may well employ the wisdom and serious consideration of 
that body. The committee, however, have no hesitation in expressing it as their opinion that no fairer 
subject of taxation and revenue can be presented to the Government than ardent spirit, whether foreign 
or domestic; and they would desire to see a larger portion of our revenues derived from this source, and 
that some of the more immediate articles of prime necessity, to the comfort of the poor and of the middle 
classes in society, might be free of duty. 

Foreign liquors now pay a considerable duty, and are used to considerable extent as articles of 
Juxury. Domestic liquors are made from various materials, and in every section of the country. They 
are used by the citizens of the United States to an extent which many believe to be incompatible with 
the public good, and perhaps the consumption is increasing beyond the ratio of population. The conse- 
quences are deeply felt, and are greatly to be deplored by every friend of man. 

The question presented is not whether, by sumptuary laws, we will prohibit intoxication; but whether 
intoxicating liquor is not a fair and lawful object of taxation, from which the Government may draw its 
revenues to pay the public debt, to distribute widely the blessing of free schools, and improve the internal 
condition of our country? And if, by the imposition of such a tax, the consumption of ardent spirits is 
diminished, will not the public morals, the comfort and happiness of the community, the wealth and 
character of the nation be advanced ? 

These points are merely glanced at for the present, as questions of magnitude and of vast importance 
to the statesman and patriot, the philanthropist and the Christian, and to which, the committee indulge 
the hope, that the serious attention of Congress will be directed at its next session. 

It may also be important to the agriculture of our country, which now produces vastly beyond its 
own wants, to inquire how far it may be politic to increase the duties on foreign spirit and brandies, 
with a view to substitute for them the productions of our own soil. There can be no necessity, from the 
want of materials at home, to import our whiskey from Ireland, our gin from Holland, or our rum from 
the West India islands. The diversity of soil and climate, with suitable application and skill, can 
furnish home productions of equal quality; and there can be no doubt that in time we may produce our 
own wines and brandies, from American grapes, without being tributary to or dependent on other countries. 

In respect to another branch of the inquiry referred to this committee, viz: the application of the 
revenue which might be derived from this source to purposes of education and internal improvement, it 
is deemed unnecessary at present to express themselves further than to say that the existence of our free 
institutions of government is intimately connected with the general diffusion of knowledge among the 
people, and that facility of intercourse is conducive to the prosperity, the welfare, and harmony of the 
various portions of our extensive empire. 

How far a continuation of the excise on distilled spirit after the peace of 1815 might have com- 
ported with sound policy, is not now a matter of inquiry. Perhaps the embarrassments so generally felt, 
and the deranged state of the currency, required us to dispense with all demands on the pockets of the 
people, except such as are made by the regulations of the custom-house. 

The committee have understood from the Treasury Department that, if further time were allowed to 
collect, digest, and arrange all the information relating to the subjects alluded to, many omissions might 
be supplied which have been necessarily passed over, and which would be important if Congress hereafter 
determine to levy an excise on domestic spirit. And with this view, the committee conclude this brief 
and imperfect report by recommending to the House the adoption of the following resolution, viz: 

That the Secretary of the Treasury be instructed to collect such further information as he can obtain, 
connected with the subjects of this report, and especially with the inquiries submitted to him by the 
Select Committee, and submit the same at an early day of the next session of Congress. 





Hovse or Representatives, April 3, 1826. 


Sir: Since your interview with the Select Committee, raised on the subject of an excise on distilled 
spirits, I have been instructed, in their behalf, to ask from the Department information upon the several 
points alluded to in the enclosed paper. 

In behalf of the committee, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEWIS CONDICT. 

The Secretary or THE TREASURY. 


Information is requested from the Treasury Department on the following points by the Select Committee 
appointed by the House of Representatives to inquire into the expedieney of an excise on domestic 
distilled spirit: 


1. The net revenue derived annually from the excise on domestic spirits during the two former 
periods of its operation, viz: 1793 and 1813, Xe. 

2. The rates of duty in those periods, and average expense of collection. 

3. The average amount of spirits annually imported. 

4. The average amount distillec annually in the United States from materials domestic and foreign, 
(separately stated,) in the years 1814 and 1815. 
5. The average annual consumption of spirits of all kinds in the United States. 

6. What mode of collecting an excise of domestie spirit has been found by experience to be most 
convenient, least vexatious and expensive ? 

7. Will a duty on the capacity of the still, and a duty on the product, both be necessary to insure an 
equal apportionment as well as a fair collection of the tax? If not, which mode is preferable ? 

8. Assuming 20 cents per gallon as a basis or rate of duty upon spirit of first proof distilled from 
grain, what would be a fair ratable proportion for spirits distilled from molasses, from fruit, and from 
roots ? 
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9. Upon the same basis or rate of duty for domestic spirit, what would be a fair corresponding 


duty on imported spirit ? 
10. Would the same principles and rates which regulate the system of drawback of duty on other 


articles exported apply to domestic spirit when exported ? 
In behalf of the Select Committee. 
LEWIS CONDICT. 
CommitrEE Room, April 3, 1826. 
Hon. Ricuarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 





Treasury Department, May 17, 1826. 


Sir: I had the honor to receive your letter of the 3d of April, written on behalf of the Select 
Committee raised on the subject of an excise on distilled spirits, and requesting from this Department 
information upon the several points indicated in the paper that’was enclosed in your letter. The proper 
offices of the Department, where the information desired was deposited, have accordingly been resorted 
to,and I now beg leave to transmit, in the form of a letter from the Fifth Auditor, dated the 28th of 
April, and another from the Register, dated yesterday, all that it has been found practicable to obtain, 
With a view of throwing additional light on some of the points, there have been subjoined to the letter 
of the Fifth Auditor copies of a series of letters addressed by the late Commissioner of the Revenue to 
the Secretary of the Treasury during the years 1815 and 1816, when the former system of internal 
duties was in operation in the United States. 

T have the honor to remain, with great respect, your obedient servant, 


RICHARD RUSH. 
Hon. Lewis Conpicr, Chairman of the Committee. 





Treasury Department, Fifth Auditor’s Office, April 28, 1826. 


Sir: In answer to the sixth and seventh branches of the inquiry contained in Mr. Condict’s letter of 
the 3d instant, on the subject of levying and collecting an excise on domestic distilled spirits, which you 
referred to me, I have the honor to state that no plan or system for collecting an internal revenue which 
has presented itself to my mind appears to be better calculated to effect the object, both as it regards the 
public interest and the convenience of individuals, than that adopted in 1813. By this the several States 
were divided into convenient collection districts, for each of which a Collector was appointed, with 
authority to appoint a suitable number of deputies, accountable to him only, he himself being accountable, 
at short periods, immediately to the Treasury. 

The system, however, having comprehended, besides a tax on distilled spirits, a direct tax, a tax 
upon carriages, licenses to retailers, sales at auction, stamps, and upon refined sugar, was administered 
at a much less expense to the United States than it can be if applied to stills and distilled spirits only. 
These several taxes, united, produced in each district a considerable sum, upon which the collectors were 
allowed a commission of six per centum if it did not annually exceed $40,000, and a reduced commission 
if it exceeded that sum. The Collectors were thus well compensated, and in general discharged their 
duties with fidelity and punctuality; but if the system be revived in relation only to distilled spirits, the 
sum to be collected, if the tax be levied as formerly, will be so materially reduced that the commission 
of six per cent. would not be an inducement for competent and responsible men to undertake the service. 

Under the late system the tax was first levied on the capacity of the still and boiler by the act of 
the 24th July, 1813, and produced, for the year 1814, $1,674,358. To the tax on the capacity of the still 
and boiler was added, by the act of the 21st December, 1814, twenty cents per gallon on the quantity of 
spirits distilled. The two taxes united, from the Ist February, 1815, to the 81st December of that year, 
produced a revenue of $3,048,906. 

On the 19th April, 1816, an act passed abolishing those duties and laying other duties on the capacity 
of the still and boiler at higher rates than those fixed by the first mentioned act of 24th July, 1813. The 
revenue arising under this act for the year 1817, the last year the act was in force, amounted to $847,572 
only. 
It will hence be seen that the mode of levying the tax underwent several modifications during the 
operation of the system, and that the one which experience recommended as preferable was upon the 
capacity of the still and boiler. As affording the views of the late Commissioner of the Revenue upon 
the subject from time to time, I subjoin a series of letters addressed by him to the Secretary of the 
Treasury between the 20th November, 1815, and the 83d December, 1816. 

If the system be revived, and the tax levied upon the capacity of the still at the rates established by 
the last law upon the subject, (19th of April, 1816,) which were nearly double those fixed by the first law, 
(24th July, 1813,) with such an increased duty upon foreign spirits as will, by diminishing its importation 
and consumption in the country, encourage the production of domestic spirits, the revenue to be derived 
from it may be estimated at about $2,000,000 annually. 

To insure the collection of this sum by competent and responsible men, a less commission than twelve 

er cent. cannot be relied on; and if three per cent. be added for insolvencies, a net revenue will result 
of $1,700,000. 

Under the late system there were 199 Collectors in the different States and Territories, and the same 
number, on a revival of it, would be required. The commission of twelve per cent., above estimated, 
would afford an average compensation of about $1,200, but it might be so graduated as to allow none 
less than $600 nor none more than $1,600, according to the collections they might respectively make. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
5S. PLEASONTON, 
Fifth Auditor and Acting Commissioner of the Revenue. 

Hon. Secretary oF THE TREASURY. 
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The Register of the Treasury, to whom was referred the communication Srom the Hon. Mr. Condict, chairman 
of the Select Committee appointed by the House of Representatives to inquire into the expedienc y of an 
excise on domestic distilled spirits, respectfully reports: 


Upon the first point of inquiry, ‘the net revenue derived annually from the excise of domestic 
distilled spirits during the two former periods of its operations, viz: 1793 and 1813, &c.” 
The excise of 1793, from its general unpopularity, and from considerable opposition to its collection, 
did not go fairly into operation until the year 1796; and that of 1813 until after the Ist of January, 1814. 
NET REVENUE. 


The annual net revenue derived from domestic distilled spirits and stills, on the average 


of seven years, from 1794 to 1801, amounted to .......... Lege aaa wich s Sarees $464,675 °81 
During the year ending on the 31st of December, 1814..... ore oe pore er eee ee 1,624,697 23 
During the year ending on the 31st of December, 1815............ Sealeiivinns exw as .- 2,812,570 80 
During the year ending on the 31st of December, 1816..... Diakivn aks ewes Khidienayxs 1,861,066 02 
During the year ending on the 31st of December, eee ee Shit ieee wae eeaeo - 175,803 91 








2d point of inquiry: “The rates of duty during those periods, and average expense of collection.” 


1. Tales of duty. 


In 1791* the following duties were directed to be paid upon all spirits distilled within the United 
States, after the 30th of June, wholly or in part from molasses, sugar, or other foreign materials, viz: 

1. For every gallon more than 10 per cent. below proof,f 11 cents. 

2. For every gallon under 5 and not more than 10 per cent. below proof, 12 cents. 

3. For every gallon of proof, and not more than 5 per cent. below, 13 cents. 

4, For every gallon above proof, and not exceeding 20 per cent., 15 cents. 

5. For every gallon more than 20 and not more than 40 per cent. above proof, 20 cents. 

6. For every gallon more than 40 per cent. above proof, 20 cents. 

Upon spirits distilled in any city, town, or village, from articles the growth or produce of the United 
States, at the following rates, viz: 

1. For every gallon more than 10 per cent. below proof, 9 cents. 

2. For every gallon under 5 and not more than 10 per cent. below proof, 10 cents. 

For every gallon of proof, and not more than 5 per cent. below proof, 11 cents. 
lor every gallon above proof, but not exceeding 20 per cent., 13 cents. 

5. For every gallon more than 20 and not more than 40 per cent. above proof, 17 cents. 

6. For every gallon more than 40 per cent. above proof, 25 cents. 

An annual duty of sixty cents per gallon was imposed on the capacity of every still, including the 
head thereof, employed in any other place than a city, town, or village, for the distillation of spirits from 
articles the growth or produce of the United States. 

In 1792,} after the 30th of June, the following duties were directed to be paid on spirits distilled and 
stills employed within the United States, in lieu of those imposed by the act of March 3, 1791, viz: 

Ist. Upon spirits distilled wholly or in part from molasses, sugar, or other foreign materials, viz: 

For every gallon of the Ist class of proof, 10 cents. 

For every gallon of the 2d class of proof, 11 cents. 

For every gallon of the 3d _ class of proof, 12 cents. 

For every gallon of the 4th class of proof, 14 cents. 

For every gallon of the 5th class of proof, 18 cents. 

For every g wallon of the 6th class of proof, 25 cents. 


2. Upon spirits distilled from materials the growth or produce of the United States, in any city, town, 
or village, at any distillery at which there were one or more stills, which, singly or together, were of the 
capacity of four hundred gallons or upwards, the following rates of duty, viz: 

For every gallon of the 1st class of proof, 7 cents. 

For every gallon of the 2d class of proof, 8 cents. 

For every gallon of the 3d class of proof, 9 cents. 

For every gallon of the 4th class of proof, 11 cents. 

For every gallon of the 5th class of proof, 13 cents. 

For every gallon of the 6th class of proof, 18 cents. 

When domestic materials were employed, and the still or stills, singly or together, were of a capacity 
less than four hundred gallons, an annual duty of 54 cents was laid on every gallon of the capacity thereof; 
or the proprietor of the stills, in lieu of the annual duty, might pay at the rate of seven cents for every 
gallon of spirits distilled; or at the rate of 10 cents per gallon of the capacity of the stills employed for 
every month they were made use of. 

In 1797§ the option to pay an annual duty of 54 cents upon every gallon of the capacity of certain 
stills employed, or to pay at the rate of seven cents per gailon of spirits distilled, &c., as per act of May 
8, 1792, was discontinued after the 30th of June, 1797; and other rates of duties were thenceforth to be 
paid by the proprietors of the stills above referred to, viz: 

For a license to use each and every of such still during the term of two wecks, 6 cents per gallon, 
according to the capacity thereof, including the head. 

For a license for one month, 10 cents per gallon, as aforesaid. 

For a license for two months, 18 cents per gallon, as aforesaid. 

For a license for three months, 24 cents per gallon, as aforesaid. 

For a license for four months, 30 cents per gallon, as aforesaid. 

For a license for five months, 36 cents per gallon, as aforesaid. 

For a license for six months, 42 cents per gallon, as aforesaid. 


moo 


“= Act of March 3, 1791. t Act of May 8, 1792. 
{ The proof to be according to Dycas’ hydrometer. § Act of March 3, 1797. 
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In 1802* the duties imposed upon spirits distilled, and on stills employed within the United States, 
ceased after the 30th of June, 1802. 

In 1813,} after the 1st of January, 1814, a duty was directed to be paid by every person who 
should use any still, or other implement in lieu of a still, employed for the purpose of distilling spirituous 
liquors within the United States. The duty was laid on the capacity of the still, including the head 
thereof, as follows, viz: 

Ist. For stills employed on domestic materials— 

For a license to use the same during two weeks, 9 cents per gallon on the capacity 

For a license to use the same during: one month, 18 — per gallon on the capacity. 

For a license to use the same during two months, 3 peta per gallon on the capacity. 

For a license to use the same during three months, 42 cents per gallon on the capacity. 

For a license to use the same during four months, 52 cents per ¢ gallon on the ¢ capacity. 

For a license to use the same during six months, 70 cents per g gallon on the capacity. 

For a license to use the same during one year, 108 cents per gallon on the capacity. 

Half the aforegoing rates were paid on the capacity of such stills as were employed wholly in the 
distillation of roots. 

2d. For stills employed on foreign materials— 

For a license to use the same during one month, 25 cents for each gallon of the capacity. 

For a license to use the same during three months, 60 cents for each gallon of the capacity. 

For a license to use the same during six months, 105 cents for each gi ‘allon of the capacity. 

For a license to use the same during one year, 135 cents for each gallon of the capacity. 

In all cases where steam was substituted to the immediate application of fire to the materials from 
which the spirituous liquors were distilled, however the boiler so employed to generate the steam might 
be constructed, a duty double the amount of the rates above enumerated was laid upon each gallon of the 
capacity of such boiler, &c., including the head thereof. 

In 1814} a duty of twenty cents per gallon upon all spirits distilled within the United States and 
the Territories thereof, whether from domestic or foreign materials, in stills or boilers, was to be paid 
from the 1st of February, 1815, in addition to the duties imposed by the act of the 24th of July, 1813. 

The duties imposed by acts of 24th of July, 1813, and 21st of December, 1814, were applicable to 
every still or boiler employed in the rectification of spirituous liquors, and to the spirits rectified therein. 

The owner of one still only, whose capacity did not exceed one hundred gallons, or of one boiler only, 
whose capacity did not exceed fifty gallons, if employed in distilling spirits from domestic materials, was 
allowed the option to comply with the terms and conditions of the present act and those of the act of 24th 
of July, 1813, or to pay at the rate of twenty-five cents upon every gallon of spirits distilled. 

By the same act (21st December, 1814,) other licenses, in addition to those granted by the act of 24th 
of July, 1813, were authorized to be issued for stills or boiler rs, on payment of the following duties for 
every gallon of the capacity thereof, viz: 

For stills employed for one week in distilling spirits from domestic materials, five cents. 

For boilers employed for the same time and on the same materials, ten cents. 

Only one-half of these rates of duties was paid for stills or boilers employ ed wholly in the distillation 
of roots. 

After the 30th of June, 1816,§ the provisions of the act of the 1st of December, 1814, were suspended, 
and the following duties were paid in lieu thereof, viz: 

Ist. For licenses to use stills in the distillation of spirits from domestic materials— 

For one week, 4} cents for every gallon of the capacity thereof, including the head. 

For two weeks, 9 cents for every rail of the capacity thereof, including the head. 

For one month, 18 cents for every gallon of the capacity thereof, including the head. 

For two months, 36 cents for every gallon of the capacity thereof, including the head. 

For three months, 54 cents for every gallon of the capacity thereof, including the head. 

For four months, 72 cents for every gallon of the capacity thereof, including the head. 

For five months, 90 cents for every pcre of the capacity thereof, including the head. 

For six months, 108 cents for every gallon of the capacity ther -eof, including the head. 

For one year, 216 cents for every gallon of the capacity thereof, including the head. 

When the stills were employed wholly in the distillation of roots one-half of the above rates of duties 
only was paid. 

04. For licenses to use stills in the distillation of spirits from foreign materials— 

For one month, 23 cents for every gallon of the capacity thereof, including the head. 

For two months, 46 cents for every gallon of the capacity there sof, including the head. 

For three months, 68 cents for every gallon of the capacity ther -eof, including the head. 

For four months, 90 cents for every g gallon of the capacity thereof, including: the head. 

For six months, 135 cents for e very § callon of the capacity thereof, including the head. 

For eight months, 180 cents for every gallon of the capacity the reof, including the head. 

For one year, 270 cents for every eallon of the capacity thereof, including the head. 

For all boilers, however constructed, where steam was substituted to the immediate application of 
fire to the materials from which the spirituous liquors were distilled, double the aforesaid rates of duties 
was paid on every gallon of the c: apac ity, including the head the reo 

In 1817|| the duties laid upon spirits distilled within the United States and Territories thereof ceased 


after the 31st of December, 1817. 
2. LHapenses of collection. 


The first system of excise was laid, as has been already observed, in 1791; the subject was then 
novel; difficulties which opposed themselves on every side had to be overcome, prejudices weakened 
or removed, its utility developed by experience, and, from its complex character, a great number of 
auxiliary officers subordinate to the supervisors were employ ed, which increased the expenses of collection 
so much that they have been estimated at twenty-four and one-half per cent. 


* Act of 6th April, 1802 + Act of 24th July, 1815 
t Act of 21st December, 1s 14. § Act of 19th April, 1816. 
|| Act of 23d December, 1817. 
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When the exigencies of the country called for additional revenues the Treasury was in possession of 
all the imperfections and the difficulties which opposed themselves in the collection of the duties under 
the first system; and the second, that of 1813, was presented in a more simple form, with a single officer 
for each collection district, who was immediately accountable to the Treasury.* Hence the expenses 
incident to the collection of this branch of revenue was not only much diminished but reduced to a low 
per centage. 

The expenses of collection for the following years on domestic distilled spirits is estimated by a 
proportion of the whole amount of duties on spirits to the whole amount of the internal duties, viz: 





Per cent. 
ee ee ere . $56,252 18, equal to 3.31 
Te TG1G, Ot GiPGOd WITTE, GC... wc cece cc ccesnseces ... 130,179 13, equal to 4.26 
Pir BORG, OM Giptitied apirite, Bc... 2... eas ccnccssecevcces 115,081 89, equal to 5.76 
Bek WR, CO Te MII, Bhan nc ee cece cscccsccensces 52,126 58, equal to 5.94 
353,639 78 4.813 














Which gives an average amount of 4.81? per cent. The late Commissioner of the Revenue} estimated 
the expenses of collection incident to the whole of the internal duties in the year 1816 at four and eight- 
tenths per centum on the amount paid into the Treasury. 

It may be remarked here, that upon so much as relates to the expenses of collection under the first 
system a very definite opinion cannot be given, as the records which contained the details were lost when 
the Treasury was destroyed in 1814; and to make the selection from the official papers, in order to ascer- 
tain the true amount, would not only be attended with considerable labor, but would also require a 
considerable consumption of time to complete it. Upon such an investigation it is believed the expenses 
of collection would be considerably reduced. Yet, after all, perhaps no valuable or very important 
purpose would be answered. 

The expenses of collection in 1814, 1815, 1816, and 1817, have been made in proportion to those of 
other revenues, but, if confined to spirits alone, will no doubt fall short of the true amount, particularly if 
we take into consideration the expenses of an office and its contingencies at the seat of Government to 
superintend the collection of the duties. 

3d point of inquiry: “The average amount of spirits annually imported.” 


Spirits imported. 


The average quantity of spirits annually imported in periods of ten years, from 1790 to 1820, have 
been— 


Gallons. 
CTE Te PERT ee Te ee Te eee ee ee 5,317,827 
tiie. b tA da eae wh AE cachwa eee iiteekieveweas 8,561,531 
ed aioe de nt An OR ERAN RROD RRR DAR KES wR 4,245,628 
EE SE ne ee ee ere eee 4,672,461 








4th point of inquiry: ‘The average amount distilled annually in the United States from materials 
domestic and foreign, (separately stated,) during the years 1814, 1815,” &c. 

This point can only be treated comparatively. By the act of the 24th of July, 1813, the duties were 
laid wholly upon the capacity of the still, and by that of the 21st of December, 1814, which took effect 
after the 2d of February, 1815, as well upon the capacity as on the quantity distilled, with certain 
optional privileges hereinbefore mentioned; then followed the act of the 19th April, 1816, which repealed 
that of the 21st December, 1814, and continued the duty on the capacity at new rates. The last act took 
effect after the 30th June, 1816. 

By the act of the 21st of December, 1814, the duty laid on the quantity distilled, in addition to that 
on the capacity, was 20 cents on every gallon of spirits from domestic or foreign materials. Taking this 
duty as a data, the following are the results agreeably to the returns of the Collectors: 


Domestic distilled spirits. 











Year. From domestic | From foreign Total. 
materials. materials. 
1814. ccccecccccccces 8,107,714 297, 722 8, 405, 436 
IBIS. 640100006 eecees 9, 808, 080 796, 145 10, 604, 225 
WG swceecaseessene 6,774, 931 605, 152 7,380, 083 
LSE7 cccccesoseccess 3, 849, 907 630, 921 4, 480, 828 
Total gatlons ...} 28,540, 632 2,329, 940 30, 870,572 
Annual average. 7, 135, 158 582, 485 7,717,643 














5th point of inquiry: ‘The average annual consumption of spirits of all kinds in the United States, 


* This system was prepared by the Hon. Mr. Gallatin, then Secretary of the Treasury. 
7 Samuel Harrison Smith, Esq. 














FINANCE. 





Consumption. 


The following annual statement exhibits by estimate as near an approximation to fact as the above 
data will admit of: 





————————— re ——_---——— 





























DISTILLED SPIRITS. 
Baer 
Years. scare Sigs SLRS ARTE NO eS ee Estimated popu- | Average 
. OT ltt . lation. per head, 
Imported foreign. Domestic distilled. Total. Foreign anddomes-| | Consumed. 
tic exported. 

1814... cee ewer e ceeees 567,210 H 8, 405, 436 8, 972,646 15, 794 | 8, 956, 852 | &, 200, 000 1.092 
BOISi sscci cee RoR esuaeaee 4,030,570 10, 60 1,225 14,634, 795 243, 302 | 14,391, 493 8, 440, 000 1.705 
1816. cecces seveccsseccese 6,910, 867 7,330, 083 14, 290, 950 1,219, 716 | 13, 071,234 8, 680, 000 1.506 
DSIVs. psapeesescasenncons 4, 692, 454 4, 480, 828 9, 173, 282 830,385 | 8, 342 897 8, 920, 000 0.936 

{ | 
Total gallons. .... 0... 16,201, 101 30, 870, 572 47,071,673 9:309:997 | ARABIA: | | ioseanides cccdsses 5.239 

| | 
Average of 4 years... 4,050, 255 7,717,643 11, 767, 918 577, 299 | 11,190,619 | 8, 560,000 1.047 











It then appears that the average annual consumption of the above four years was 11,190,619 gallons 
by an estimated population of 8,560,000, giving one gallon and a fraction per head. 

6th point of inquiry: “What mode of collecting an excise of domestic spirit has been found by 
experience to be most convenient, least vexatious and expensive.” 

On this point I beg leave to introduce an extract from “A Sketch of the Finances of the United States,” 
by Hon. Abert Gaz.atin, printed in 1796, who, speaking of the mode of laying a tax of this description, 
says: “The most eligible mode of doing it that has been suggested is to lay a moderate monthly or yearly 
duty on stills, proportionate to their capacity, repealing altogether the option now given by law to pay 
in proportion to the quantity distilled. It is believed the following valuable purposes will be answered 
by the change. The difficulty of discovering the quantity of spirits manufactured naturally causes 
evasions of the duty equally injurious to the revenue, to the fair trader, and to the morals of the people— 
a premium, indeed, seems to be offered by the present law to those who shall violate their oaths, a 
temptation, perhaps, too strong to be always resisted by all the individuals of the numerous class of 
people to whom it is presented. Every distiller feels interested that the duty be paid by all; on the 
present plan he can by no means check the frauds committed by others; on the plan proposed he will 
contribute to secure the public against them. In every point of view the expenses of collection will be 
diminished; evasions of the duty will become almost impossible; and the distiller, after having paid for 
his license, will be liberated from the visits of the officers and from the duty now imposed on all, however 
inconvenient to many, of keeping correct books and accounts. The only objection to the adoption of this 
mode is a fear of its being unequal. It will fall more heavily upon small stills, which are commonly 
owned by men of less capital and used in less advantageous situations. 

“This, however, may be remedied by making the duty something less, in proportion to their capacity, 
upon stills under a certain dimension. It may be further observed that, however improper and dangerous 
it may be for Government to pass laws with a view of giving a certain direction to industry and capital, 
it cannot be doubted that the effects of a provision which tended gradually and without any injury to the 
capital now vested in that species of property, to diminish the immense number of small distilleries 
would prove favorable to the general wealth and to the morals of the community. The same quantity of 
labor produces, perhaps, a double quantity of spirits in large than in small distilleries; and if these may 
sometimes fall under the favorable denomination of family manufactures, that advantage is more than 
counterbalanced by their becoming the tippling houses of every neighborhood where they prevail.” 

On these sentiments, in general, was based the system of 1813, which experience has proved 
answered all the purposes expected by the Government. In 1814 a duty was laid on the quantity 
distilled, in addition to that on the capacity, which continued until the 30th of June, 1816. Hence it may 
be inferred that Congress was fully satisfied that the mode of laying a tax on the capacity and quantity 
distilled, or on the product alone, was more vexatious and expensive than when confined to the capacity 
of the still or boiler employed; for the act of the 19th of April, 1816, repealed the duty laid on the 
product, and restored the system of 1813. 

What has been said on this point may be considered as applicable to the Tth point of inquiry, which 
is, Will a duty on the capacity of the still and a duty on the product, both be necessary to insure an 
equal apportionment as well as a fair collection of the tax ?” 

8th point of inquiry: “Assuming 20 cents per gallon as a basis or rate of duty upon spirits of first 
proof distilled from grain, what would be a fair ratable proportion for spirits distilled from molasses, 
from fruit, and from roots?” 

Upon this inquiry, by a reference to the act of the 21st of December, 1814, it will be seen that the 
additional duty imposed on spirits distilled was 20 cents per gallon, whether the material was foreign or 
domestic, without any regard to the proof; and for the discrimination of duties laid on the capacity of 
stills and boilers employed on domestic or foreign materials the committee are referred to the preceding 
part of this report. 

9th point of inquiry: ‘Upon the same basis or rate of duty for domestic spirit, what would be a 
fair corresponding duty on imported spirit?” 

This inquiry involves difficulties not easily solved, inasmuch as the consumption of foreign spirits 
depends so much upon taste. While the greater number on the Atlantic board will give a preference to 
the foreign manufacture, the inhabitants of the interior, in general, are satisfied with the domestic as a 
beverage. Under this view no adequate materials exist at present for giving a distinctive or satisfactory 
opinion under this head of the inquiry. 

10th point of inquiry: “Would the same principles and rates which regulate the system of drawback 
of duty on other articles exported apply to domestic spirit when exported?” 
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Drawback. 


upon molasses by the act of the 10th of August, 1790. 


when the quantity amounted to 150 gallons or upwards. 


duty on the capacity of stills and boilers and other instruments used in distillation.” 
All which is respectfully submitted. 


May 16, 1826. 
Hon. Ricnarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 





Statement of spirits distilled in the United States in the year 1815. 


By the act of the 3d of March, 1791, an allowance was made to the exporter, by way of drawback, 
equal to the duties thereupon, according to the rates in each case by that act imposed, deducting 
therefrom half a cent per gallon, and adding to the allowance upon spirits distilled within the United 
States from molasses which shall be so exported three cents per gallon, as an equivalent for the duty laid 


By the act of the 5th of June, 1794, the drawback on domestic distilled spirits was allowed only 


The act of the 30th of April, 1816, allowed a drawback of six cents per gallon on domestic distilled 
spirits, not below first proof, when exported to any foreign place other than the dominions of any foreign 
State not immediately adjoining the United States, adding four cents to the allowance for every gallon of 
such spirits so distilled from foreign molasses; provided, the quantity exported was not less than 150 
gallons; and that the exportation was made in vessels of thirty tons burden or upwards. 

For information upon some of the preceding points of inquiry reference may be had to Document 
No. 32, vol. 1, Reports, &c., 2d session of the 14th Congress, which complies with a resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 9th of March, 1816, requiring the Secretary of the Treasury to report to 
the next session of Congress “whether any, and if any, what, alterations are necessary to equalize the 


JOSEPIL NOURSE, Register. 















































Spirits distilled from domestic materials. Spirits distilled from foreign 
materials. 
Ste > | - : 7 
ets At 26 cents per gallon. | At 25 cents per gallon. At 20 cents per gallon. 
— 
| 
Gallons, Amount. | Gallons. Amount. Gallons. Amount. 
IN Ger aNTaUn fie HITG <piwcks oceanic <osTeawesinseieaeeenwaie nes sals| 3,089 $737 80 | 595 $142 75 26,221 $5,214 20 
Massachusetts .... 2.00000 .cee soccccesves ae 161, 838 32, 367 60 | 6, 708 1,677 00 596, 631 119, 326 20 
Vermont......2. seeee eee once Seine 97,595 19,519 00 3, 587 B84 D5 foccccccccccccc(scccccce cocces 
Rhode Island ..... 2.00 ccccce sceccceccccce . osccee 33,029 6,605 80 | cvccccccccccc|soevccsececccess 66, 008 13,201 60 
Connecticut ........66. es coos 287, 062 57,412 40 15, 999 3,999 75 30, 578 6,115 60 
New York....00eeeeeeee ateeeieis 4 sla: cies eee ccceces: 1,081,416 216,283 20 | 24,580 6,145 00 84, 065 16,813 00 
New Jersey. .ccccecccceccece sees sccscccecs ooce ceesces 374, 191 74, 838 20 | 44, 758 11, 189 50 29, 668 5,983 60 
POUNAPIVENINs 6oseeccssssssacwccessewetoveeseiccss oxeee) 2h 0005000 413,275 00 | 166, 368 41,592 00 feccccceccccces| coccvescoesce 
Delaware. .ccocecscccccccccescccces iiss sWenleiviewe sees 3, 252 650 40 | 96,613 24,153 25 [occecececcccccl(eccvcscccccens 
Maryland. ..cececcccscccccccccveccccvcesrovcecs coceree 358, 460 71,692 00 140, 522 35, 130 50 eos ccc vecece| secs cece cocccs 
Virginia 2.000000 cccr cece cccccccecs cosces voce cece coceccee 971,685 194, 337 00 873, 456 218,364 00 | .cccccrccccccc|coccecccccccce 
North Carolina. 0.0. cece cccccccccecs cccces seccccee socces 118, 956 23,791 20 762, 329 WGOSSSD DS [occcccccccsces|cccce conecees 
OhIO ...carccececcccce cocesceesceeecocsccescccccsceccs 306, 874 61,374 80 65, 558 16,389 50 |.ccccccccccce |ovevccescvcces 
Kentucky. cee ccce cece coccce cocccccccecs cscs secs sees ces 620, 991 124,198 20 171,478 42,869 50 [occccccccsvcccleccccccccccces 
South Carolina. .... cceccccccsccccccccccscccvescseveces 106, 388 21,277 60 295, 142 73,783 00 18, 369 3,673 80 
TeMMeSS€e.. sssecscccesecccecees sence seereresceesveeees 299, 458 59,891 60 245, 152 61,288 00 |..... os siasie64s)| visisisies: dacealsicis 
Georgia ...... eeceeeeeecereceee. COC 0e seca cess seseneces 95, 133 19,026 60 282, 372 70,593 00 10,950 2,190 00 
Louisiana 00000 0000 ccc cece cece ccccescccecs vececvoecees 69, 098 13,819 60 | 769 192 25 cee cece ccecleccccccccecees 
MisSissipPi.seesssscccecececvcceecosceesccecesees sesees 3,159 631 80 | 4,532 1,193 OO [rece cesccs cece] sccccsscoeceue 
MihGis 5 56s0i0c55 Ciera En Nae eawulsalonecueeeleeeeieeee. Hes 2,975 595 00 3,039 F5O TS || caceiseinvacdeaul eaccsudecucecs 
Michigan. ..esesceseccceecscceceenceracencetseeeceeerees bnsuiselesenisvenl <sussesesese ceaslocscecescseees|rousdewosees aaceleseciee nia aisseacevacs rerceree 
TndiaNna...ococc0cc0ss.ces cccscccccccccccceccccccceseses 3,479 695 80 10, 868 2,717 00 Jocccccesccccccloce-coccccccce 
MisSOUrI... scccccce.cecccccccce seccec cee: sscces cccecncs 4,515 903 00 2,696 674 00 | wecccccccccee|socccece coves 
District Of COlUMDIa......00 seccccecccccccccececeescece| rece sence cces| cece cess sees eens somes eses stan! seeee reese eee sees sarees eee leeee ns sens eens 
Totals...... ceccceccccccccccccccccccscsccccess|  74069,618 1,413, 923 60 3, 217, 061 804,265 25 862, 490 172,498 00 
RECAPITULATION. 


7, 69,618 gallons from domestic materials, at 20 cents per gallOn. ...ecccccccccecccecsceceess 
3,217,061 2 .000edOoece cccceceedOs cccccescccsWevccesdO. coccecccsccscevesscscces 
862,490 .....0d0.... foreign materials, at 20......dO..csecccesecseeee 


oe eeseer seeeeeeese 
CoS rere eesssesssseseeeeeese 
CR ee eee ree eee O OH OH ESEES Sense SHEE 


11, 149, 169 gallons of spirits distilled in 1515, AMOUNTING tO........ cece cece ceceesesceeccesesceesescees sossenes 





Add amount which accrued on the capacity of stills— 
From domestic materials......seee.+ 
From foreign materiald....csescscescescccccecesececveesescccesssscessecesesess 


$750,503 22 
91,616 59 


POPP eee HOH eH ee EET OOH Hes eesoes Cece sesees 


_ Nore.—The duty of 25 cents a gallon was paid by persons employing but one still, or one boiler, 
rials, without taking out a license to employ said still or boiler, and paying the duty on the capacity thereof. 





VoL. vV——65 B 


$1,413,923 60 
804,265 25 
172,498 00 





2,390,686 85 


842,119 81 





——_. 


3,232, 806 66 





in distilling spirituous liquors from domestic mate- 
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’ Treasury Department, Revenue Office, November 20, 1815. 
Sir: I have the honor, in compliance with your letter of the 30th of August, to submit the following 


statements: 
1. Statement of the amounts of the respective internal duties which accrued during the year 1814: 


On licenses for stills and boilers employed on domestic materials........ $1,614,813 86 








On licenses for stills and boilers employed on foreign materials........ ; 59,544 33 
$1,674,358 19 
On carriages.........-2seeescee coeceeeee ee ere ee eee kwdele ebaae DT ea anit 225,123 79 
On licenses to retailers........ ee eee pedducd PAU Swe eks a8 Rh bok sen Seles Te 784,442 19 
ies ha ew alga Saisie ae patde atic eae erent eee = 154,629 20 
On refined sugar..... Re Wie a te a eign Alen bere wie wR OHO eT ee ee ee 11,670 27 
On stamps, viz: 
On stamped paper and bank notes......... ere ree ere yT ere ree $370,666 42 
ee ee ee ceeees 39,571 25 
a 410,237 67 
| ee Se ng ee ee eee were et ee verre 1,196 85 
Moiety of fines, penalties, and forfeitures... . 2.0... ccc eee seeseeancs <aeee 2,647 34 
Total accruing duties................ ee Ty ee OE ern eho 3,264,305 36 
Deduct amount of duties refunded or remitted weer ere errr CREEPER DRESS RD 11,793 84 





3,252,511 52 








There remain to be received partial returns from two districts, by which the above amount will be in 
a small degree augmented. 
2. Statement of the amounts received from the respective internal duties during the year 1814, with 


ae 








the existing balances on the 3lst of December, 1814: 
Amount of duties received by the Collectors................. Misiigaeeeneseinsayes Seow 
Amount of payments to the Treasurer... ... 2 ....:..60 0 50sec sens [Abbe ee ane sense eas ... $1,762,003 23 








Balances on the 31st of December, 1814, viz: 


rs hh Sania ERM DRA R OSS ere TT ToT Te 
In daties not bonded............... ie ee OSE he ee eee ee ee ee 1,396 29 
Pe A SONNE UNG ik ove cde sccnsiande serie daune ere eee ey betwee 195,168 39 





1,364,946 97 








The deficient returns, as stated above, will also affect the amount of these balances. 

The two foregoing statements, being formed from the accounts of the Collectors as transmitted to 
this office, uncorrected by the revision of the accounting officers of the Treasury, do not precisely balance, 
and may not precisely correspond with the results of the accounts as finally settled. 

As distinct and more detailed statements are required by law to be laid before Congress, which will 
be made the subject of a separate and early communication, i beg leave to refer you to them for any more 
particular information that you may require. 

3. Estimate of the probable amounts of the internal duties which will accrue for the year 1815: 


ee eens Gl Meee OE HUIS... 65 ce bk dese ii cas esss Ma tener ecw. pPPAa ER ...-. $1,000,000 
On distilled spirits......... Ee ee eee ree ere ewan Pee ere ee ee peiwer 2,500,000 
Pn Carriages... ......+. (See EDS k wees fe RUG Ridiee titeys ee ere er (PORES Se ESA 175,000 
pee NS SUUMIION gos SSK odo swe vwaes ee ere re ee Te eee es 900,000 
On sales at auction............ LEELA AR CERRO SE SG AERTS whines Paaaeeme ae 850,000 
On refined sugar ...... PEE BOE HARE 4s Shim kakahwae wre hli ERA k MAG AREe Ne ess 50,000 
EE Pek ee ei eS Ota enh ss o8 bes Omeount Le Giea eee OWRE Di ‘aceees eee Lanes 400,000 
I Pe eS Ak od ORS hw eRe A NORE HAE SEARS EE OC RE SS 300,000 
On manufactured articles, other than the foregoing...... Oe re Oe Srey Te 874,000 

7,049,000 


From these duties, and the outstanding balances on the 31st of December, 1814, it is com- 
puted that there will be received by the Collectors, during the year 1815, the amount of — $5,000,000 





Computing the expenses of collection at six per centum......... CPLR GORE SEER 300,000 
There will remain a net revenue of................ aE tsi bt tik  Wiehiiariele nidte, @Ae eran ex 4,700,000 
Leaving a balance outstanding on the 3lst of December, 1815, of............ eee ee 3,413,946 





In the estimate rendered on the 16th of December, 1814, it was computed that the whole accruing 
internal duties, including those contemplated in pending bills to be imposed, for an entire year after 
they should be in full operation, would amount to $10,379,000. The preceding estimate falls considerably 
short of this sum. This difference arises from the omission of the duties on postage of letters; from 
several of the new duties not being in operation during a considerable portion of 1815, some of the acts 
imposing them not having been passed as early as was contemplated; from the entire rejection of some, 
and radical changes in other of the proposed duties; from the modifications of severa! of the suggested 
provisions for their collection, and from the effects of ‘peace. For instance, the duties on lotteries. and on 
horses, which it was calculated would produce $220,000, were not imposed; the proposed duty on leather 
was reduced one-half, by which its estimated proceeds would be diminished $300,000; that on candles was so 
limited as to except candles of spermaceti, and all tallow candles other than mould; while the duties on hats, 
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paper, and playing cards, were considerably diminished. In the case of carriages, the proposed rates of 
duty were not only greatly reduced, but provisions rejected that were viewed as necessary to its fair 
collection. But the greatest effect has probably ensued from the state of peace, by which the quantity 
of spirits distilled, as well as of various other dutiable objects of manufacture, has been considerably 
diminished, especially from the subtracted war demand for the former by the army, and generally from 
the apprehension of foreign competition. 

4. Your letter calls, in the next place, for a statement of such of the internal duties as may, in my 
opinion, be most advantageously reduced, or entirely taken off. 

At the threshold of this inquiry, it is proper to observe that much embarrassment must attend the 
expression of any definite opinion, without the previous assumption of the total amount of revenue 
annually required; of the probable proceeds of the duties on customs; and of the degree, if at all, in which 
it may be proposed to reduce the existing duties of this description, and the direct tax. As these points, 
however, do not fall within the sphere of the duties assigned to this office, which does not, consequently, 
furnish the materials for forming a correct judgment upon them, I shall abstain altogether from their 
direct consideration, only so far incidentally noticing such of them as the inquiry demands. 

Combining the various circumstances that enter into a consideration of the subject, I am of opinion 
that the existing branches of internal revenue are eligible in the following order; 

Duty on stills. 

Direct tax. 

Duty on sales at auction. 

Duty on stamps. 

Duty on licenses to retail. 

Duty on carriages. 

Duty on distilled spirits. 

Duty on various goods manufactured, including refined sugar. 

Duty on household furniture, and gold and silver watches. 

The principal circumstances that have led to the formation of this opinion, of the preference of some 
over other of these as subjects of taxation, are their comparative productiveness, the certainty of their 
products, their equality of operation, either individual or geographical, and the ease with which they may 
be collected. 

The duty on stills and the direct tax eminently, although in different degrees, possess these qualities. 
Should the former be raised fifty per centum, and the latter be diminished one-half of its present amount, 
these qualities will, it is believed, be more completely insured than by the imposition of either at a higher 
rate. The product of each will be considerable and sufficiently certain; that of the duty on stills will be 
augmented, while that of the direct tax will remain unaffected by a state of external embarrassment; the 
duty on stills will fall heaviest on those districts that are the least affected by the direct tax; the duty on 
stills will, in the first instance, be drawn from a few, while the direct tax will be payable by nearly every 
member of the community; and both may be collected without oppression, and at a moderate expense. 

The duties on sales at auction, on stamps, and on licenses to retailers, possess, though not in equal 
or in so high a degree, the same qualities. 

The duty on sales at auction is very uncertain in its amount. In a period of prosperous commerce 
it may be estimated at $600,000, while, under contrary circumstances, it may sink to $300,000. It is, 
however, collected with the greatest ease and certainty; and although paid by a few persons, and in a few 
places, its operation is nearly the same with that of the duties on customs. It may be proper here to 
observe that, however correct the opinion generally expressed by economical writers may be under the 
circumstances assumed by them that this duty falls principally, if not exclusively, on the seller, there is 
the best reason, under the circumstances and limitations of the existing duty, to think this opinion 
inapplicable to it, as it attaches to few objects other than foreign merchandise, on the sales of which, by 
auction, the importer is understood, generally, to gain a higher profit than by private sales. Should this 
duty be continued, it is proposed that its amount remain unchanged. 

Although the duty on stamps appears, on first impressions, to fall exclusively on a particular class 
of the community, yet it is obvious that it is a class which, from dealing more extensively in money or 
in articles consumed by others who eventually pay the taxes imposed on them, would not, but for some 
such tax, pay a due proportion of the public burdens. The product, moreover, of this duty is considerable; 
it is collected with scarce any difficulty, and from the diffusive effects of money and credit its eventual 
operation may be viewed as sufficiently equal. It is also proposed that this duty, if not abandoned, remain 
unchanged in its amount. 

The duty on licenses to retailers is calculated to yield a considerable revenue. It has the disadvantage, 
in common with the duty on sales at auction, of sinking in its amount when it will be most wanted, and 
in almost an equal degree. It is, however, probable that this defalcation would be fully supplied by the 
augmented proceeds of the duty on stills; it is easily collected, and is not exposed to much objection on 
local grounds, but it must be admitted to be extremely unequal in its operation on individuals; so 
unequal that nothing but its moderation justifies it. For this reason it is submitted that this duty be 
reduced to its original amount. 

I cannot refrain, on this occasion, from suggesting that this duty has fallen with a severity greatly 
to be regretted on destitute orphans and widows, who have sought relief in the limited profits of a small 
store, and who are often totally unable to pay a duty the same in amount with that payable by the most 
opulent retailer, If it should comport with the wisdom of Congress, without infringing the constitutional 
provision which requires all duties to be uniform throughout the United States, to exempt this unfortu- 
nate class of persons from the duty, I think the exemption can be so extended as to guard the revenue 
from any serious incidental abuse. : 

Should the internal duties and the direct tax be retained, under the suggested modifications, they 
may be computed to produce the following amounts: 


oe | i FL Te ee ee eee eee ee er eee eer eee . $1,800,000 
og ee er nS errr Be ree ee eee ee eee ee 3,000,000 
IEEE LT TTPO CLT POT EE CT TET EET TEE ESET OT Tee 400,000 
NC nd. ioe Sia vig oe bak Y Slermie de ee ere White hawee Cab SS ee esae 400,000 
Duty on licenses to retailers,........... hed Mus Rae ewer aS errr Or Eee er Te 750,000 





Carried forward........ alee 6,350,000 
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Brought forward............ $6,350,000 


Allowing for the expenses of collection and bad debts............. (xa Ce Peete exe eeaK 350,000 
There will remain a net revenue of ........0-. 0c eee eee Kvaeaenateaweres Lic etnias 6,000,000 


_ ee 
a 





While a prosperous condition of the nation will gradually increase the proceeds of these duties, it is 
not believed that they would be materially diminished by a contrary state of affairs; and it may be added 
in their favor that their modes of collection have become familiar, and are generally satisfactory to those 
on whom they are imposed. 

The entire abrogation of the duties on carriages, on distilled spirits, (except, perhaps, where distilled 
in small distilleries,) on various goods manufactured, including refined sugar, on household furniture, and 
on gold and silver watches, is respectfully suggested. 

The duties on carriages will not, it is believed, produce more than $175,000. The amount, in most 
instances, payable is so small, and the number of persons on whom it operates so large, being not less 
than seventy-six thousand, by which its collection is rendered peculiarly troublesome, as to render the 
policy of its continuance very doubtful, notwithstanding its abstract correctness. It should be added, 
that while every owner of a carriage is permitted, as under the present act, to affix his own value to it, 
the duty must continue to operate very unequally. 

The duty on distilled spirits would, undoubtedly, if retained, be productive. It is not, however, 
believed that it will, under any modification of which it is ‘susceptible, be equally productive with that 
which may be imposed on stills. The various strengths to which spirits are now raised, without being, 
in any considerable degree, under the present system, subjected to proportionate duties, necessarily 
renders this duty unequal; nor has any mode been as yet devised, except the hydrometrical test, of 
ascertaining these strengths with precision. If the application of this test shall be still considered by 
Congress as impolitic, if not impracticable, in a country of such wide extent, and in which the distilleries 
are so numerous, a steadily increasing inequality will characterize the continuance of this duty, much 
dissatisfaction will be felt by those who consider themselves as extraordinarily burdened, and a disposition 
be too likely to prevail to evade an honest compliance with the requisitions of law. The information 
which I have received from different districts of the United States leaves no doubt on my mind of the 
gratification which would gencrally be felt at a commutation of the duty on spirits into one on stills; 
especially if the latter shall not exceed double the amount of the existing duty, as fixed by the act of July 
24,1813. Iam not prepared to say that this change would be generally satisfactory in those districts in 
which the stills are small, and principally used in the distillation of fruit. Although it is very questionable 
whether an adherence to the present system, so far as it applies to small stills, will not eventually be 
found to be impolitic and unsafe, it is not apprehended that any great immediate defalcation of revenue 
will ensue from it. 

The duties on various manufactured articles, of which that on refined sugar, although laid by a distinct 
act, is considered as falling under the same principle, have been always viewed as of doubtful policy, and 
a state of peace has weakened many of the reasons for their imposition. Although the present system for 
their collection was revised with a view to supersede a resort to the odious features of an excise, the 
existing provisions would seem to be far from being generally satisfactory to the manufacturers. The 
impression certainly does exist, to a considerable degree, that they are burdensome and oppressive. 
As it is not perceived that they could be collected on any plan less obnoxious to the manufacturer, as their 
product will not, considering the number of the objects, be great, and as the trouble incident to their 
collection, both to the individual and the officer, is considerable, it is proposed that they be entirely 
taken off. 

It seems scarcely necessary to add a word in favor of repealing the act imposing a duty on household 
furniture, and on gold and silver watches. The smallness of its product must make it manifest, either 
that it is an improper subject of taxation, or that the mode of its assessment is radically incorrect. 

It may be useful to notice that the acts laying stamp duties on promissory notes, &c., and on refined 
sugar, expire by their own limitation on the 18th of February next. 

5. I proceed, in the last place, conformably to your request, to state such existing defects in the laws 
for imposing and collecting internal duties as have come to my knowledge, and which require amendment. 


Duty on licenses to distillers. 


No drawback of the duty is at present allowed on domestic spirits exported. It seems reasonable 
that it should be. As, however, great, if not insuperable, difficulty must arise in ascertaining the identity 
of the domestic spirits exported, and the heavy drawback allowed on foreign spirits exported may, 
consequently, be fraudulently exacted on domestic spirits, I would propose that an invariable sum, to be 
somewhat less than the virtual duty on domestic spirits, be allowed on the exportation of all spirits, 
whether foreign or domestic. In case the duty on spirits be taken off, and that on stills be increased fifty 
per centum, the drawback might be six cents a gallon. This will operate as a bounty on the domestic 
manufacture, and may so far be considered as beneficial; the drawback to be paid by the collectors of the 
customs, subject to the same conditions as other drawbacks, only, however, on spirits not below first 
proof. As the drawback will be paid solely at the ports of exportation, the strength of the spirits can be 
easily ascertained by the officers employed in the collection of the customs. 

Under the old revenue laws, in the case of the exportation of domestic spirits made out of molasses, 
the drawback allowed included the duty paid on the importation of that article. If, in like cases, the 
present duty on molasses, which is ten cents a gallon, be allowed to be drawn back, great fraud may be 
practiced on the revenue, from the improved process of distillation, by which it is understood that spirits 
made from molasses may be so refined as to be incapable of being distinguished from the higher kinds of 
spirits made from grain; whence the drawback allowed on the former may be exacted for the latter. I 
perceive no effectual remedy for this inequality of burden, except in the reduction of the duty on imported 
molasses, or in the subjecting the distilleries in which spirits are made from foreign materials to a more 
rigid inspection and control than are sanctioned by the existing laws, or would, perhaps, be agreeable to 
the manufacturer. 
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Duty on licenses to retailers. 


Numerous cases occur of persons who have received licenses in one place removing to another in 
which a higher rate of duty is paid, who, under the existing provisions of law, are obliged to take a new 
license, thus losing a portion of the duty originally paid commensurate with the unexpired period for 
which it was issued. It is proposed that an authority, under suitable regulations, be given to the Col- 
lectors to grant in these cases a new license on the payment of the difference of duty, and that a like 
authority be given to grant other licenses in all cases in which they are chargeable with higher duties 
than those originally granted. 


Stamp duty on notes, &e. 


The same duty is now laid upon discounted promissory notes of like value, without regard to the 
length of time for which they may be given or discounted. It was, nevertheless, probably imposed under 
the idea that the period for which they would be discounted would be within sixty days. Some banks, 
to reduce the duty, discount notes for a much longer term, while others continue their loans for an enlarged 
period on the same note given for sixty days, which is retained by them as a security, after it becomes 
payable. Although the effects thus actually produced may not be considerable, as their causes are as yet 

artial, so far as they do exist, they create a corresponding inequality in the duty, and are, from this and 
other circumstances, likely to be much extended. To remedy the evil it is proposed that the act laying 
this duty be so amended as to require any bank that shail discount notes having more than sixty days to 
run, exclusive of the days of grace, to account for and pay at the same rate for the time beyond sixty 
days as is now imposed, considering the existing duty as laid on notes given for sixty days, unless such 
notes be stamped with a sum in the ratio, under this aspect of the present duty, or unless an endorsement 
of the payment of such excess shall have been made on them by the collector, who will in that case 
account for it. I have not been able to devise a more adequate amendment, and this can only be viewed 
as such on the presumption that the banks will act with strict correctness, on which, indeed, the avails 
of the existing duty greatly depend. 

It is proper to add that the first section of the act of March 3, 1815, “to fix the compensations,” &c., 
of Collectors of the direct tax and internal duties, applying only to the year 1815, should no new pro- 
vision be enacted previous to the Ist of January, 1816, the provisions of the seventh section of the act 
of August 2, 1813, “making further provision for the collection of internal duties,” &c., will be reinstated; 
by which a commission of six per centum on the internal duties, and a graduated commission on the 
direct tax, are, under certain limitations, allowed to the Collectors. 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
S. H. SMITH, Commissioner of the Revenue. 
IIon. A. J. Datuas, Secretary of the Treasury. 





Treasury Department, Revenue Office, January 1, 1816. 


Sm: I have received your favor of the 30th ultimo, enclosing certain inquiries of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, relative to the internal duties, on which I have the honor to submit the following report: 

1. The first inquiry is, “ whether, on the supposition of its being determined to repeal the excise on 
distilled spirits, it may not be advisable, instead of an uniform addition to the present duty on the capacity 
of the still, so to modify it on stills of different construction as in some measure to equalize the operation 
of the tax.” 

The vessels used for distillation in the United States are of two descriptions, commonly distinguished 
by the names of stills and boilers, the duty on the latter of which is double that imposed on the former. 
Although these stills, as well as boilers, are greatly diversified in their construction, and their products of 
spirits correspond in a certain degree with this diversity, 1am not sensible that any criterion can be 
formed by which a just scale of duties could be devised coresponding with their various constructions, 
so as to lay different rates of duties on differently constructed stills of the same capacities, or on differ- 
ently constructed boilers of the same capacities. This will appear sufficiently obvious, not only from the 
great changes in the forms of these vessels already effected, but still more so from the radical alterations 
they are constantly undergoing. The inquiry of the committee may therefore be considered as confined 
to two points, viz: the equity of the existing proportion between the duty on stills and boilers, and the 
correctness of the present scale of duties, as it respects either the period for which licenses are granted, 
or the materials used in distillation. 

The data do not exist at the Treasury for forming a positive opinion whether the proportion between 
the existing duty on stills and boilers is equitable. Without such information, there would be much 
hazard, it is apprehended, in disturbing it. The popular opinion undoubtedly is that the duty on boilers 
is relatively too low. But there is strong reason to distrust the correctness of this opinion. The accom- 
panying statement shows the number of licenses, of different denominations, issued for boilers to the 
present time, amounting to 1,171. From an examination of the licenses for stills issued during the same 
period, they appear to amount to 45,396. As the boilers are, in general, of much smaller capacities than 
the stills, it is not thought, notwithstanding the double duty paid by them, that the relative product of 
the whole duty received for them will exceed the proportion which their number bears to that of the stills 
that have been licensed. If so, the duties received for boilers will not exceed a thirty-eighth part of that 
received for stills, and while the boilers may be computed to have contributed $56,195, the stills may be 
estimated as having contributed $2,079,246, from the commencement of the duty to the present time, so 
far as returns have been received. Had the distillation by boilers been attended with the superior profit 
ascribed to it, their relative numbers could have scarcely failed to have been augmented. There is, 
indeed, good reason to infer that their relative numbers have not increased during the past year, as I find 
that, on an enumeration of the stills and boilers ascertained on the 25th of November, 1814, to have been 
issued, there was found to have been granted 18,846 licenses for stills, and 542 for boilers. A comparison 
of those numbers with those specified above, shows that the proportion of boilers to stills has since been 
diminished. 
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It will be remarked that the general use of boilers is confined to a small part of the United States, 
about two-thirds of the whole number being in the State of New York. Did the boilers possess the supe- 
rior advantages alleged, the aggregate license duty paid in that State should bear a decidedly lesser pro- 
portion to the duty on spirits than that of a State, say Pennsylvania, in which but sixty-five boilers have 
been issued, and the materials used for distillation are the same. But on recurring to facts, it is found 
that the amount of the duties accrued since the 1st of January last, in New York, on licenses, is $84,000, 
and that on spirits, at 20 cents per gallon, is $142,000; while in Pennsylvania the amount of the license 
duty is $133,000, and the same duty on spirits, $252,000. Did the same proportion between these two 
duties subsist in New York as in Pennsylvania, the amount of the duty on spirits in New York would be 
$17,000 more than it actually is. This result furnishes a strong argument that the duty on boilers is rela- 
tively sufficiently high. 

The next point of inquiry is, whether the present scale of duties, as it respects the periods for which 
licenses are granted and the materials used in distillation, is correct. 

Considering the importance of the distillation from fruits, and its character in general of a domestic 
manufacture, it would seem doubtful whether it is duly protected by the existing scale, which, rising in 
a rapid ratio with the diminutions of the periods for which licenses are granted, falls upon this species 
of the manufacture with disproportionate severity, notwithstanding the greater facility and celerity with 
which spirits may be extracted from fruits. Should the alternative of paying twenty-five cents on the 
gallon of spirits be abolished, and it be determined to augment the license duty as proposed by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, I would submit the expediency of substituting the following scale, requiring, 
however, that in all cases where the duty on a license does not exceed twenty dollars, it shall be paid at 
the time of obtaining it. 

For a license for a still employed on domestic materials— 


ne Pkt Ga ate ne 6.0 i a a ara a la Nines ie eit lle ins a ce ba Bak 9 cents. 
For 2 weeks ......... PN DOE Sar ne rte Are es BA he nT ree ee biveue te mtee eek 16 cents. 
i sa atbem ied lie a tied Ase Cee PTT ye Oe ee reer ee 30 cents. 
For 2 months ...... ee ee perenne Renae ee tothe aha cea 6 ee ee eee 56 cents. 
I a a AS tae Fi caw diem EUS Rawle SS 80 cents. 
For 4 months ........ Re ese ee ee aca aioe clans ein ans BS sete eT ee ee ici Orads 102 cents. 
For 6 months ......... ee ore SPER ano ae Fee net rote Ai nery Raber oa oe eee EET a ese sens ot alr oy, 140 cents. 
oe | a ye roe ee rer imiweeersts ere TT OTT eee Tre ssioeaceees TP CRE 


The great rise in the price of molasses, and the embarrassments therein incident to the ordinary 
habits of distillation from this material, recommend, in my opinion, the substitution, in lieu of the present 
scale of duties on stills employed on foreign materials, of one in all respects corresponding with that by 
which the issue of licenses for stills employed on domestic materials is regulated, excepting its augmen- 
tation, in the ratio of twenty-five per centum, which, while it will vary the rates paid for the shorter 
periods, will leave that payable for a year undisturbed. The equity of this modification seems to be 
strengthened by molasses having become in one section of the United States a domestic material, from 
which a considerable quantity of spirits is made, the duty on a license for making which, in that section, 
will be much less than on a like license in another section where the molasses used is foreign. 

2. Estimate of the product for an entire year of each of the internal duties proposed by the Secretary 
of the Treasury to be continued permanently: 


On licenses for stills and boilers ............. SARS GSR ake fim anaplata hain wtih ee 
ST oer eT eee TTT eee rere Laue eTeee eT eT Te Te Te ee Pike en 175,000 
On licenses to retailers............ SC ee ee er er eee eee ere ee 750,000 
EER EOIN is ox bus ose Aa daa eee as es i PSR ERORS TG 6k RAED WRENSED EES ES PhO 400,000 
EE Ee re he ee eee eee ere ee ed Manns rere Te ee re 400,000 
On refined sugar ...... EE De Lo ee eee ee PO Te skein ween ak i tewed + 150,000 

4,275,000 





3. Estimate of the product for an entire year of each of the duties proposed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury to be repealed: 


On household furniture and gold and silver watches .............0...05- i aeiewess Qa 
On various goods, manufactured within the United States, on which duties are imposed by the 
EE ORE Ge iin b 065 Kade ER OK CESAEDEKAN AROS. SEN EAS RER OWS Reawdate tees 1,600,000 
On licenses to retailers.............45: ORT ee tee ee ee eee ee ee ee bes 375,000 
IN 6 ci hekkcceenecueawer eeu Akaka Teh wh beh en aK canes Se 


But it is proposed to double the present duty on stills, by which it is computed 
that an increase of revenue from stills will accrue of...................... 1,200,000 


Deducting the last sum there will remain. ............ 00. ce cee ceeceeeeceeeeee 1,600,000 1,600,000 
3,875,000 

















I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
S. H. SMITH, Commissioner of the Revenue. 


Hon. Secretary or THE TREASURY. 





Treasury Department, Revenue Office, February 22, 1816. 
J A , sf 


Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a letter from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, dated the 20th instant, which you have referred to me, and to make thereupon the following report: 

The first inquiry made by the committee is, ‘What amount of duty should be imposed on those stills 
with which heaters are used for heating the liquor before it is put into the still, in order to equalize them 
with the common still?” 
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Of this description of stills, the kinds now in use are so various, and the facility of multiplying them 
so great, that it is not perceived how they can be designated by any definition that will effectually 
distinguish them from what the committee denominate common stills. It is believed that by far the 
greater part of spirits distilled in the United States is by their agency. The heater is sometimes 
connected with, and forms a part of, the still, subject, it is believed, as such, to the duty. Sometimes it 
forms a separate vessel. Whether the committee embrace both these kinds of stills, or only the former, 
does not distinctly appear from the terms of the inquiry. That the former have a considerable advantage 
over what are called common stills is undoubted; but it is an advantage which, with very little if any 
additional expense, is open to all. The ratio of this advantage will be necessarily as various as the 
diversity in the construction of the stills; and if this construction cannot be defined with precision, an 
ineffectual attempt to define it may be more productive of fraud than revenue. The most approved still 
now in use in the United States is, perhaps, that in which Witmer’s improvement on Anderson is used, in 
which the heater forms a constituent part of the still, in the form of a globe at its top. Its superiority 
to other stills consists principally in the economy of fuel and the rapidity with which the process of 
distillation is conducted in it. There is good reason to believe that the expenses of distillation in it are 
at least one-sixth less than in the old still. While this fact may serve in some measure to graduate the 
ratio of the duty, it decisively proves that the principal advantage to the distiller must continue to flow, 
not from a difference of duty, but from the difference in the expense of distillation, independently of the duty. 

The second inquiry of the committee is, ““What amount of duty should be imposed on steam stills 
where the heat is communicated to a small boiler filled with water, and the liquor for distillation is put 
into wooden vessels, where it is boiled by the application of steam from the boiler?” On this point, 
having fully expressed my ideas, accompanied by a statement of official facts, in my letter to you of the 
Ist of January last, I beg leave to refer to it as conveying my present impressions. 

The third inquiry of the committee is, “What scale of duties will equalize the tax upon the broad- 
bottomed shallow still and the common deep still ?” 

Most of the ideas expressed under the first head of inquiry equally apply to this, with this difference, 
that the line of separation in this last case will be still more difficult to be drawn, and that in point of 
fact the broad-bottomed stills have a very limited existence in this country. Whether, indeed, they 
bestow, according to the modes in which distillation is conducted in the United States, any decided 
advantages over the other stills may well be doubted. In some parts of Europe they certainly are 
attended with great relative benefits. But this, so far as I have attended to the subject, arises almost 
exclusively from their filling their stills with liquors free from the gross material—a course totally opposite 
to that practiced in the United States. 

The fourth inquiry of the committee is, “Ought any alteration to be made in the rates imposed upon 
stills used in distilling foreign materials ?” 

Considering foreign materials as equivalent to molasses, the only foreign material extensively used 
in the United States, I shall confine my remarks to spirits made from it. The principal facts applicable 
to this species of distillation are, that the process is conducted with much greater rapidity, and, so far 
as regards machinery and labor, at a less expense than in that in which grain is the material. It was on 
this ground, connected with the policy of giving a preference to the consumption of the domestic material, 
it is presumed, that a higher rate of duty was originally imposed on distillations from foreign than from 
domestic materials. The justice of the discrimination does not appear to have been then questioned. As the 
supply of molasses was, at that time, abundant, and as its price was relatively much lower than it either 
is at present or is likely hereafter to be, the manufacture, notwithstanding the higher rate of duty, was 
prosperous, in consequence of which very expensive and costly establishments were formed in several of 
the eastern States. Since that period the price of molasses has risen probably more than any other foreign 
commodity, and there has been imposed upon it a high additional duty. The effect of these and other 
causes has been to paralyze, or entirely suspend the manufacture. An attempt is now making to revive 
it, the success of which is represented as equivocal, but which would be greatly aided by a reduction of 
the duty to that paid on stills employed on domestic materials. Representations which I have recently 
received on this point, in which I have great confidence, induce me to believe that such a reduction will 
augment the revenue without in anywise interfering with distillations from domestic materials. 

The obvious conclusion, from the foregoing remarks, is, that it is not expedient to impose special 
duties on the stills mentioned in the first and third inquiries, inasmuch as it is impracticable to define 
them so as to distinguish them with precision from other stills. Even should it be possible to do this, so 
far as regards stills now in use, the equalization would probably be but temporary, as, by a modification 
of the principle of their construction, the additional duty would be soon evaded. This seems to be the 
necessary effect of the progressive improvements in the arts which are, perhaps, in no instance, more 
active or fruitful of change than in the formation of the implements of distillation in the United States. 

If it shall, nevertheless, be determined by the committee to lay distinct duties on the kinds of stills 
stated by them, it will give me pleasure, in case of a more detailed statement of their views, to state the 
amounts of duty to which they ought, in my opinion, to be respectively subjected according to their 
productive capacities. 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
S. H. SMITH, Commissioner of the Revenue. 





Hon, A. J. Datias, Secretary of the Treasury. 





Treasury Department, Revenue Office, December 3, 1816. 


Sir: The Secretary of the Treasury having, on the 29th day of June last, referred to me a resolution 
of the House of Representatives of the 9th of March preceding, requiring him “to report to the next session 
of Congress whether any, and if any, what, alterations are necessary to equalize the duty on the capacity of 
stills, boilers, and other implements used in distillation,” I have the honor to make thereon the following 
report: 

To obtain the best materials for forming an opinion on the point referred to me, a letter was, on the 
14th July, addressed to Dr. Samuel L. Mitchell, of New York, and to Alexander Anderson, Esq., of 
Philadelphia, a copy of which is annexed, (marked A.) 
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On the 15th of the same month a circular letter (marked B) was addressed to the respective 
Collectors of the internal revenue. 

Messrs. Mitchell and Anderson, having promptly undertaken to fulfil the trust confided to them, have 
transmitted, as the result of their inquiries, the annexed communications, (marked C, D, E, and F.) 

Answers have been received from most of the Collectors, from which it is computed that there are in 
the United States— 

650 boilers, of an average capacity of one hundred and two gallons; 
11,070 stills, of capacities not exceeding fifty gallons; 
17,080 stills, of capacities between fifty and one hundred gallons; 
9,160 stills, of capacities between one hundred and two hundred gallons, and 
570 stills, of capacities exceeding two hundred gallons. 

Agreeably to the information derived from these and other sources, aided by that previously in the 
Treasury, it appears— 

That by far the greater number of stills, more, probably, than nine out of ten, are of the common 
old construction, which is generally very uniform. 

That the shallow stills, though at present few in number, are increasing slowly. 

That if the late changes and present most approved forms of construction be taken as a guide, the 
advantages, combining all the incidental circumstances of the shallow over the deep still, do not seem to 
be generally considered as great. 

That the benefits attached to stills with Witmer’s and Anderson’s improvements appear to be much 
greater. 

That the new stills in use exhibit a great variety of construction, and differ in their productive 
powers much from each other. 

That the boilers, as well in their construction as their products, differ greatly from each other. 

That, although the present duty on the boilers is generally considered as relatively lower than that 
on the stills, the former do not seem materially, if at all, to increase; that, on the contrary, the instances 
are frequent in which they have been abandoned for stills, a circumstance which arises, perhaps, principally 
from the inferior quality of the spirits made with the boilers. A contrary opinion is, however, expressed 
on this point, as well as others connected with boilers, by Mr. Anderson. 

The inequalities in the operation of the existing duties do not, in my opinion, sensibly affect the 
revenue, or give to one description of vessels advantages, in their practical effects, greatly injurious to 
those of a different description. As, however, it satisfactorily appears that several cases exist of stills, 
as well as boilers, of a particular form, paying at present but an inconsiderable duty compared with that 
generally paid, it is probable that these inequalities, however limited at present, will, unless seasonably 
counteracted, become the germs of much greater inequalities. 

It has been suggested that this counteraction may be effected by graduating the duty according to 
the size and form of each still or boiler, on a principle resulting from a combination of their form and size. 

It was, in a great measure, with a view of ascertaining the practicability of this suggestion that the 
inquiry submitted to Messrs. Mitchell and Anderson was instituted. Their answers, and particularly the 
experiments of Mr. Anderson, will show the light they have been enabled to shed upon this point. 

Although it does not appear, either from their researches or from a general consideration of the subject, 
that the adoption of such a principle is absolutely impracticable, the complexity attendant on any plan 
that has been devised for its application is so great as to render the result at least questionable; while, 
if the opinion of Mr. Anderson, on the relative products of shallow and deep stills, be received as correct, 
the necessity for adopting such a principle is greatly shaken. 

Should, under the impression that shallow stills have, according to a given ratio, any advantage over 
deep ones, a duty be laid on their capacity up to a certain line, and a lower duty on their capacity above 
such a line, increasing at pleasure the several rates of duty, it must be obvious that, as the forms of the 
stills now in use are extremely different, and are daily becoming more so, the inevitable effect of such a 
principle would be, unless equal in its operation on all possible kinds of stills, to act as a bounty, at the 
expense of all the rest, on vessels so constructed as least sensibly to feel the duty. 

To show how difficult it is to find and to apply such a principle, it may be useful to state the recent 
use of a deep still, with a large hollow cylinder, open at the bottom and rising at the centre toa 
considerable height, by which the surface around this centre exposed to the direct action of the fire, is 
greatly enlarged. Here, then, is an instance of a deep still, the duty on which would be relatively light, 
possessed, perhaps, of equal, if not greater, productive powers than a shallow still. 

If it shall be deemed useful to adopt a principle doubtful in theory, and attended with such difficulties 
in its application, and it shall, nevertheless, be considered expedient to attempt a further equalization of 
the existing duties, the following is suggested as the most equitable and effectual plan: 

It has been stated that by far the greater number of stills, more, probably, than nine out of ten, are 
of a uniform construction. As it is on considerations drawn from the productive powers of these that the 
present duties were imposed, all that is requisite to insure an equal and impartial operation of the duties, as 
well on existing stills of a different construction as on such as may be hereafter constructed, is to impose 
duties on these two classes, agreeably to their productive powers, proportionate to those paid on stills of 
the common kind. To effect this object it is respectfully proposed: That the present duties on stills be 
the minimum duties imposed, to be exacted in all cases not specially provided for; and that it be specially 
provided that, in the case of stills which deviate from the common construction, a particular survey be 
made of each still at the time it shall be first used, and that the duty on its capacity be specifically fixed 
on its computed productive powers, agreeably to the award on such survey: that this survey and award 
be made by the Collector, with such professional skill as he may call to his assistance; but that, in case 
the award be not satisfactory to the owner of the still, a reference be authorized to such person as may 
be named by the Collector and such person as may be named by the owner of the still, with power, in case 
of their disagreement, to name an umpire; that the expense, if there be no appeal from the original 
survey, be defrayed by the United States, and, if there be an appeal, by the owner of the still; and that 
the award thus given shall continue to regulate the duties payable until the still shall undergo a change 

in its former size, when a like survey shall be repeated. 

In the case of boilers, it would seem best to submit them all to a special survey, adhering to the 
present as the minimum rates of duty. 

An essential feature of this plan is, in no instance, to receive on any still or boiler a lower rate of 
duty than that now imposed: for, should the system admit, according to circumstances, of a diminution 
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as well as augmentation of duty, from the prescribed standard, it would be difficult to assign any limits 
to the consequent defalcation of revenue. 

The objection to this plan, on the ground of expense, cannot be great, as the anomalous cases to 
which it would apply would not, probably, in the first year, amount to one thousand, while, in subsequent 
years, they would be comparatively few. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 
S. H. SMITH. 

Hon. Wituiam H. Crawrorp, Secretary of the Treasury. 
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STATE OF THE FINANCES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE DECEMBER 13, 1826. 


Treasury Department, December 12, 1826. 


Sir: I have the honor to transmit a report prepared in obedience to the directions of the act supple- 
mentary to the act entitled “An act to establish the Treasury Department,” passed on the 10th of May, 
1800. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 

The Hon. the Preswent of the Senate. 





REPORT. 


In submitting to Congress the annual report required by law on the finances, the Secretary of the 
Treasury is happy in being able to represent them for the present year as in a satisfactory condition. 
Whilst other countries, and some with which the United States maintain extensive dealings, have beheld 
great branches of their industry, if not altogether prostrated, interrupted to an extent productive of a 
high degree of suffering, the United States have experienced within themselves no such calamitous occur- 
rences, and have been freed from all other than a slight recoil of the pecuniary evils which have been 
seen to press so heavily in other regions. When adverting to the complicated connexions that bind 
together the pecuniary interests of commercial States having large exchanges with each other, the 
reaction from abroad has been less felt than might have been expected, and has brought with it no results 
afflictive to the community, or inauspicious to the regular operations of the Government. The public 
obligations have all been punctually fulfilled without any increase of the public burdens; and the national 
revenue, which derives no aid from the existence of direct taxes or internal duties of any kind, but 
rests upon the customs almost exclusively, has been unusually abundant in the sums realized for the year 
drawing to a close, and promises to be fully adequate to meet every stated head of the public expendi- 
ture, including the sums annually devoted to the extinguishment of the debt for the year that is to come. 
This substantial prosperity, the result of the general industry fostered by good laws and a just economy 
in the public administration—laws which, by enlarging the home demand for the productions of the soil, 
have aided in supplying deficiencies in the foreign demand, and which, by superadding to exports the 
results of manufacturing to those of agricultural labor, have tended to open new avenues to external 
traffic—this state of the country in its financial resources and concerns for the year will be seen in the 
recapitulations that follow. They will consist, first, of the amount of moneys paid into the Treasury in 
1826 and in the year preceding, and the expenditures for those two years; next, of the state of the 
public debt, and the portions of it that have been paid off, which will be seen to exceed the sums 
regularly appropriated by law for that purpose within the year; and, lastly, of the estimates of the public 
revenue and expenditure for the year 1827. 


I.—OF THE PUBLIC REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE OF THE YEARS 1825 AND 1826. 


The net revenue which accrued from duties on imports and tonnage during the year 1825 











I RI NUON RD Goi isk seeds ce ueeean sce ceewaduetsseecessins *$24,358,202 57 
The actual receipts into the Treasury from all sources during the year 1825 amounted to $26,840,858 02 
Viz: 
ND Mai dee dan dashed ads eves sereresecaeeeauses $20,098,713 45 
i aa eaw ewes cadebin edednneescaoe eee 1,216,090 56 
Dividends on stock in the Bank of the United States, arrears of internal 
duties and direct taxes, and incidental receipts, (statement E).... 482,134 69 
Repayments of advances made in the War Department for services or 
supplies prior to the Ist of July, 1815...............0seceeeee 43,919 32 
Loan of five millions, under the act of Congress of the 26th of May, 1824 5,000,000 00 
Making, with the balance in the Treasury on the Ist of January, 1825, of............... 1,946,597 13 
EE eee eee eT ee Peer eee Tee eee eee eT 28,787,455 15 


* Statements B and C, connected with this document, are reserved for a separate communication. 
VOL. V 66 B 
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Brought forward. ............. $28,787,455 15 

The actual expenditures of the United States on all accounts during the year 1825 

amounted (statement F) to..... 2.2... ccecccsccccccceceees cosseeesenseees 
Viz: 

Civil, diplomatic, and miscellaneous. .........+eeeeeee cece eee eee. $2,748,544 89 

Military service including fortifications, ordnance, Indian Department, 

revolutionary and military pensions, arming the militia, and ar- 


23,585,804 72 





rearages prior to the Ist of January, 1817..............6+.66-. 5,692,831 19 
Naval service, including the gradual increase of the Navy........... 3,049,083 86 
ee ee ee eL Swe k CECA D ES TSAR CRS EAT RE SAT OSS 12,095,344 78 
—— ———— 
Leaving a balance in the Treasury on the Ist of January, 1826, of ................--- 5,201,650 43 








The difference, amounting to $82,411 35, between this balance and that stated in the last annual 
report from the Treasury, which was $5,284,061 78, is owing to the balance last year having been given 
as an estimate only. Actual settlement has fixed it at the sum now stated. 


The actual receipts into the Treasury during the first three quarters of the year 1826 
$19,585,932 50 








eT ee Teer ee TTT Ter E Tee TET ETT Cee 
Viz: 
ck cep iN beat Ra KORE RA HE Peed te Rae ARSE EREDAR R KS $18,031,426 86 
oe a) ee ee eee ree 1,053,961 29 
Dividends on stock in the Bank of the United States................ 402,500 00 
Arrears of internal duties and direct taxes and incidental receipts 
8 5 err Ter Te eee COE ETT TT Taree eee 80,492 72 
Repayments of advances made in the War Department for services or 
supplics prior to the ist of July, 1815... ..........00.s00e000. 17,551 63 
And the actual receipts into the Treasury during the fourth quarter of the year are 
i oleic ee Eh Es ae oe AEM eK RR hes ks RUSE A EKO ROOD 6,300,000 00 
Making the total estimated receipts into the Treasury during the year 1826........... 25,885,932 50 
And with the balance in the Treasury on the 3lst of December, 1825, of .............. 5,201,650 43 
FOR ee eee TET Ce TT CTE CETTE TEER ER TEETER EET 31,087,582 93 
The expenditures of the first three quarters of the year 1826 are esti- 
mated to have amounted (statement I) to................ 02 eee $18,714,226 66 
Viz: 
Civil, diplomatic, and miscellaneous.................. $2,029,331 55 


Military service, including fortifications, ordnance, Indian 
Department, revolutionary and military pensions, 
arming the militia, and arrearages prior to the Ist 








a  _ Pare a re ere a . 9,266,980 93 
Naval service, including the gradual increase of the 
FE OT errr Tr Pr Te eee eee Re Te Te 3,321,332 79 
TER ee eee eee eT ere eee ee 8,096,581 39 
And the expenditures of the fourth quarter are estimated at.......... 5,947,817 30 
Viz: 
Civil, diplomatic, and miscellaneous.................. 840,000 00 
Military service, including fortifications, ordnance, Indian 
Department, revolutionary and military pensions, 
arming the militia, and arrearages prior to the lst 
Sb | Oe ne eee re 1,293,000 00 
Naval service, including the gradual increase of the 
ee ea gual ca Sawn banat 900,000 00 
Public debt, viz: 
Reimbursement of principal............ $2,002,306 T1 
Payment of interest ...........00..00 912,510 59 
2,914,817 30 
Making the total estimated expenditure of the year 1826...............cecceeee cece 24,662,043 96° 
And leaving in the Treasury, on the Ist of January, 1827, an estimated balance of..... 6,425,538 97 








Should the estimate of receipts for the fourth quarter prove to be correct, the total amount of receipts 
for the year 1826 will have exceeded the total estimates presented to Congress last year by a sum 
approaching four hundred thousand dollars. 

Of the balance of $6,425,538 97 stated, by estimate, as that which will be in the Treasury on the Ist 
of January, 1827, it is proper to remark that it will be subject to the following charges: 1. The balances 
of unapplied appropriations which will remain to be satisfied after the lst of January, 1827, amounting, 
by estimate, to $3,425,000. 2. About one million of dollars in funds not at present effective, as particu- 
larly explained (page 8) in the last annual report. 3. The reservation of $2,000,000, under the fourth 
section of the act of Congress of the 3d of March, 1817, entitled “An act to provide for the redemption 
of the public debt.” 

The directions issued last year to the Receivers and Collectors of the public revenue in all parts of 
the United States not to receive, in any payments made to them, bank notes of any of the State banks of 
a less denomination than five dollars, continue in full force, and are lending their aid in discountenancing 
the circulation of small notes, and substituting in their stead a greater proportion of the metallic medium. 























1826.] STATE OF THE FINANCES. 523 





II.—OF THE PUBLIC DEBT. 


That the precise nature and amount of the funded debt of the United States as it exists at the present 
time may be seen, the several descriptions of debt of which it is composed, with the periods at which they 
were contracted and are redeemable, will be stated. 

The aggregate amount of the debt on the Ist of October last (statement No. 3) was $75,923,151 47. 
This sum includes the remnant of the debt of the Revolution, amounting to $13,296,247 70, at an interest 
of three per cent., and the sum of $7,000,000 subscribed to the Bank of the United States, the United States 
owning an equal amount in the shares of the bank. These sums, making together $20,296,247 70, are 


both redeemable at the pleasure of the Government. 
The remainder of the debt has been contracted since the 1st of January, 1812, and consists of the 


sums that follow, redeemable at the dates that follow: : 
1. The sum of $11,254,197 46, at six per cent., being the residue unpaid of the loan under the act of 


the 8th of February, 1813, and redeemable in 1826. 
2. The sum of $13,096,542 90, at six per cent., being the residue unpaid of loans made in 1814, and 


redeemable in 1827. 
3. The sum of $9,490,099 10, at six per cent., being the residue unpaid of loans made in 1815, and 


redeemable in 1828. 

4. The sum of $769,668 08, at an interest of four and a half per cent., being one half of the six per 
cent. stock of 1813, exchanged under the act of Congress of the 3d of March, 1825, and redeemable in 1829. 

5. The sum of $769,668 08, at an interest of four and a half per cent., being the other half of the six 
per cent. stock exchanged as above, and redeemable in 1830. These two last enumerated sums were set 
down last year by estimate at $792,569 44, respectively. The accounts of the Commissioners of Loans 
having since been adjusted, the true amounts are ascertained to be as now exhibited. 

6. The sum of $18,901 59, at five per cent., being the one-third part of the sum of $56,704 TT issued 
in exchange for the six per cent. stocks of 1813, 1814, and 1815, under the act of the 20th of April, 1822, 


and redeemable in 1831. 
7. The sum of $18,901 59, at five per cent., being one other third part of the sum subscribed as abdve 


stated, and redeemable in 1832. 

8. The sum of $10,000,000, at four and a half per cent., being stock borrowed under the acts of the 
24th and 26th of May, 1824, of the Bank of the United States; one half to pay the Florida claims, the 
other half to pay off the six per cent. stock of 1812, and redeemable in 1832. 

9. The sum of $999,999 13, at five per cent., being the stock created by the act of Congress of May 
15, 1820, and redeemable in 1832. 

10. The sum of $18,901 59, at five per cent., being the remaining third, subscribed under the act of 
April 20, 1822, and redeemable in 1833. 

11. The sum of $2,227,363 97, at four and a half per cent., being one half of the amount subscribed 
in exchange for six per cent. stock of 1813, under the act of May 26, 1824, and redeemable in 1838. 

12. The sum of $2,227,363 98, at four and a half per cent, being the other half subscribed under the 


act last above stated, and redeemable in 1834. 
13. The sum of $4,735,296 30, at five per cent., being the amount of stock issued under the act of 


March 3, 1821, and redeemable in 1835. 


By the foregoing enumeration it appears that the amount of debt redeemable at the periods 
MEO Ee ee eee PETE Tre Te rere ree ee Tree eee er ee Tee eT eee $55,626,903 77 
That the amount redeemable at the pleasure of the Government is ......... 20,296,247 70 





75,923,151 47 








Making the total amount of the funded debt on the Ist of October, 1826......... 


This amount will be reduced by a payment to be made on the Ist of January, 1827, so as 
to stand on that day at.............6. Mey eer eer erry eee eT eee e er ET eee $73,920,844 76 








The amount of Treasury notes outstanding on the Ist of October, 1826, is estimated (No. 4) at 
$15,040; and the amount of Mississippi stock unredeemed on that day, including awards not applied for, 
(No. 5,) at $7,400 17. 

It will next be proper to state the operations that have been had in relation to the debt since the last 
annual report from this Department. In that, report it was stated that the unpaid loans of 1818, bearing 
an interest of six per cent., amounted to the sum of $16,270,797 24, the whole of which was redeemable 
in 1826. It was thought to be incumbent upon the Department to recommend to the consideration of 
Congress such provision for paying off this sum during the year 1826 as, in the judgment of the Depart- 
ment, gave promise of being most advantageous. The exhibition, in detail, of the entire public debt, as 
contained above, serves to show that considerable savings in interest had heretofore accrued to the nation 
by exchanges effected under the authority of Congress of stock bearing an interest of six per cent. for 
stock bearing a lower interest; or by loans under the same authority, for the purpose of paying off portions 
of the debt contracted at six per cent. when the time for redemption had arrived, by the creation of new 
debt to the same amount, subject to an interest of less than six per cent. Under the sanction of past 
legislative approbation of this economical process in relation to the debt, it was recommended that a loan 
should be authorized for 1826 to the amount of $9,000,000, redeemable in 1829 and 1830, at a rate of 
interest not excceding five per cent., to extinguish this debt of $16,000,000 and upwards, bearing an 
interest of six per cent., which the Government was thus at liberty to extinguish in 1826, provided it had 
the means. $9,000,000, it was believed, would have formed a sum adequate to this operation, in conjunc- 
tion with the other means which it was supposed the Treasury would probably have had at command for 
the service of the debt in 1826. There is reason to think, from the prices which the public stocks bore in 
the course of the last winter, and subsequently to the winter, that, had Congress sanctioned a loan to that 
amount, the efforts to obtain it would not have proved unsuccessful, and the whole of the stock in question 
have consequently been paid off. But, as no loan was authorized, it became the duty of the Department 
to proceed otherwise in its measures for extinguishing as large a portion of this six per cent. stock, 
redeemable within the year, as the means of the Treasury, without the aid of the loan, rendered practicable. 
This was accordingly done in the manner following: The stock consisted of the residue unpaid, amounting 

















524 FINANCE. [No. 763. 








to $5,064,732 65, of the loan of $7,500,000, under the act of the 2d of August, 1813; and of the residue 
unpaid, amounting to $11,254,197 46, of the loan of $16,000,000, under the act of February 8, 1813. The 
former of these balances was wholly paid off with the moneys which the Treasury had at its disposal on 
the Ist of last July. As regards the latter, the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, at a meeting held on 
the 27th of September, resolved that $2,000,000 should be applied towards its reduction at the end of the 
present year. The holders of this stock, to an amount representing $2,000,000, have accordingly had 
notice that on the Ist of January, 1827, they will receive payment of the whole of the principal sum 
specified in their certificates. By the terms under which this loan of the 8th of February, 1813, was 
contracted, it became redeemable at the pleasure of the United States after the 31st of December, 1825, by 
the reimbursement of the whole sum which stood credited to any proprietor of the stock at the time when 
the reimbursement took place. It followed that, in paying off any portion of this loan, no partial payments 
could be made to the holder of a certificate, but that he was entitled to receive its full and absolute 
amount without deduction, and also the full amount of all other certificates of this particular stock of 
which he was at the same time owner. It therefore became necessary, as no preference could be shown 
to one public creditor over another, to determine by lot the numbers of the certificates to be redeemed, 
until their aggregate amount should represent the sum intended to be paid off; and such was the plan 
pursued. The precise mode in which it was carried into effect will be seen by an explanatory paper (L) 
among the documents transmitted. This resort to chance terminated in giving a small excess over the 
sum wanted, so that the sum to be paid off on the Ist of January amounts, in exact figures, to $2,002,306 71, 

It may be proper to mention that the unpaid six per cents of 1813 were stated last year at 
$16,270,797 24, when the true amount was $16,316,599 96. The difference was included in the four and 
a half per cent. stock, under the act of March 8, 1825, since ascertained to have belonged to the stock of 
1813. It should be further mentioned that the three per cents were stated last year at $13,296,231 45; 
to which have been added this year $16 25, since issued for interest on the old registered debt, under the 
act of 12th June, 1798. 

After the proposed payment of $2,002,306 71 shall have been made on the Ist of January, the funded 
debt will have been reduced from $80,985,537 72, its amount last year, to $73,920,844 76, the amount at 
which it will stand on the Ist of January, 1827. It hence appears that the means which the Treasury 
was found to possess for the reduction of the principal of the debt within the year 1826, using those 
means as largely as could be justified, and as the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund thought proper to 
sanction, amounted to 7,067,039 36; and that this sum has served to extinguish by so much the unpaid 
six per cent. loans of 1813, amounting, as by statement in the annual report of December last, to 
$16,270,797 24. The payment of interest upon the whole debt within the year will have amounted by 
the close of the last quarter to $3,944,859 33, making in the whole, principal and interest, applied to the 
debt in 1826, $11,011,398 69. 

Of the foregoing sum of $73,920,844 76, of which the debt will consist on the Ist of January, 1827, 
$31,838,532 75 will be at an interest of six per cent.; $12,792,000 20 at an interest of five per cent.; 
$15,994,064 11 at an interest of four and a half per cent.; and $13,296,247 70, the remnant of the 
revolutionary debt, at an interest of three per cent. 

It remains to offer such suggestions, connected with the debt for the year ensuing, as a provident 
regard to the public resources is thought to point out. It is seen from the recitals that have preceded 
that much the largest part of the debt exists at present in stock of six per cent. This is the highest rate 
of interest which is paid by the Government. It is conceived to be higher than it is proper should be 
paid unless where demanded by the public faith. The time and concomitant circumstances which 
characterized the creation of this part of the debt necessarily burdened it with so heavy a rate of interest; 
but that with the ample resources, the unquestioned security, and the exalted credit of the Government, 
it should continue to pay it, where the option concurs with the presumed ability to shake it off seems no 
longer warrantable. Of the whole sum, approaching thirty-two millions of dollars, which stands at this 
interest, nine millions have been redeemable within the present year. Thirteen millions will become 
redeemable on the Ist of January, 1827, and nine millions on the Ist of January, 1828. Fractions are 
dropped in the recapitulation. The advantage to the nation of converting by loans, or by exchanges, as 
large a portion as possible of this part of the debt into debt that shall be charged with a lower interest 
appears to be so obvious that the expediency of recommending to Congress the proper measures to effect 
it again suggests itself as an incumbent obligation upon the Department. It is not overlooked that the 
probability of obtaining a loan for this purpose diminishes, other things remaining equal, as we are 
brought nearer to the time proposed for its redemption. But the prospect of obtaining it is still believed 
to be sufficient to justify the endeavor. It is, therefore, respecifully recommended that authority be given 
by law, and at an early period of the session, to borrow the sum of $16,000,000, at a rate of interest not 
to exceed five per cent., to be redeemable at the pleasure of the United States, in equal portions, in 1829 
and 1830. These years are fixed as the periods of redemption for the reason that operated last year, 
namely, that under the present arrangement of the entire debt only a very small portion of it (less than 
$1,000,000) becomes redeemable in either of those years. Should such a loan succeed, it would pay off at 
once more than one-half of all the stock at six per cent., thereby producing a clear saving to the nation of 
at least one per cent. on a capital of $16,000,000 for two years, and for a longer period on a part of that 
capital. The residue of the six per cent. stock, amounting to $15,838,532 75, would await the application 
of the disposable means of the Treasury during the years 1827 and 1828. Whether those means would 
prove suflicient for its complete reduction within those years depends upon events that cannot be 
accurately foreknown. All that can be remarked is, that to the full extent of the ability of the Treasury 
the means would be applied, and at the periods of time best adapted to the exigencies of the public 
service, under the directions of the Sinking Fund act and the lights of past experience at the Treasury. 
If, nevertheless, a part of this residue of the six per cent. stock should be found unextinguished on the 
arrival of the year 1829, as probably would be the case, the obligation of paying it off then would consti- 
tute neither objection nor inconvenience to the measure of a loan upon the terms proposed. It is 
consequently believed that under all views of the subject the measure would give promise of public 
advantage. Such a law as is recommended being passed, and its execution confided to the discretion of 
the Executive, that discretion would be exerted to insure the accomplishment of its object, regarding 
both the time of obtaining the loan and its conditions, in a manner the most satisfactory. 
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III.—ESTIMATE OF THE PUBLIC REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE FOR 1827. 


The importation of foreign articles into the United States in 1825 was larger than common, having 
amounted, as by the statements transmitted to Congress on the 30th of last March, to more than 
$96,000,000 in value. This exceeded by about $16,000,000 the average value of importations for the 
three years preceding. The excess was larger than could be justified by the mere gradually increasing 
demand of the country, through its increasing populousness, for foreign supplies, and could only have 
proceeded from the influence of those accidental and temporary causes which, in commercial countries, 
are always affecting the operations of trade. A supply so redundant for one year might have been 
expected, by the natural reflux of these operations, to be followed by supplies more limited for the year 
succeeding. On this account, as well as through other causes that were adverted to in the annual report 
of last December, the probability of there being a falling off in the value of the importations of 1826, as 
compared with those of 1825, was intimated, and has been the fact. The whole importations for 1826 
have amounted, from the returns and estimates at present before the Treasury, to about $85,000,000 in 
value; the whole of the exports, for the same time, to about $78,000,000. Of the imports, about 
$80,000,000 have been carried in American vessels; and of the exports, about $70,000,000. Of the latter, 
about $53,000,000 consisted of the product of the United States, and the remainder of foreign produc- 
tions. The diminished value of importations for 1826 has obviously arisen, in some degree, from the fall 
of prices in those countries of Europe from which the largest quantity of manufactured articles are sent 
to the United States, and gives countenance to the opinion that the decrease in quantity has not been in 
proportion to the decrease in value. If, indeed, the comparative amount and value of exports be assumed 
as the measure of a correct judgment upon this point, it would even lead to the inference that, as regards 
some of the principal articles of importation into the United States for 1826, there has been no decrease 
in quantity, as compared with the importations of 1825. The value of exports from the United States 
for 1825 exhibits a greater excess over those of 1826 than is seen in the imports; yet, in some of the chief 
articles of export, the records of the Treasury attest that the quantity, as far as yet known, was greater 
in 1826. In 1825 the export of cotton was 176,000,000 of pounds; in 1826 it was 192,000,000. The 
value of the latter, or larger quantity, was $24,000,000. The value of the former, or smaller quantity, 
was $36,000,000. In like manner, the quantity of flour exported in 1826 was greater than in 1825, whilst 
the value was less, though not in the same proportion as with cotton. The same is true of rice. The 
export of flour in 1826 was, in quantity, 858,360 barrels; in value, $4,139,068. In 1825 it was 813,906 
barrels; and in value, $4,212,127. The exports of rice in 1826 was 110,635 tierces in quantity, and 
$1,909,227 in value. In 1825 it was 97,015 tierces in quantity, and $1,925,243 in value. It may be 
proper to subjoin, that, of the export of cotton in 1825, between nine and ten millions of pounds were 
of the Sea Island cotton; and of the export of 1826, between six and seven millions. Of tobacco, the 
quantity exported, as well as its value, rose higher in 1825 than in 1826. But in 1826 the export of 
tobacco, though considerably less than that of 1824 in quantity, was greater in value. The comparative 
amounts, in quantity and value, for the three years, stands thus: for 1825, 75,984 hogsheads, and 
$6,115,623; for 1826, 59,780 hogsheads, and $5,322,964; for 1824, 77,883 hogsheads, and $4,885,566. 
Taking the three years, therefore, it appears that the quantity exported was greatest in 1824, and the 
value least. 

It would be desirable, with a view to judge accurately of the effects of the tariff upon the importations 
of foreign merchandise, to ascertain the fluctuations from year to year in the quantity of such importations. 
This cannot be done at present, so far as any official or satisfactory standard at the Treasury is concerned. 
The returns of the Collectors of the Customs, in relation to goods which pay duty ad valorem, have hitherto 
fixed nothing but their value; and it is known that goods subject to duty under this form comprehend 
much the largest class of foreign importations. Measures have been put in train for ascertaining hence- 
forth, as far as practicable, the entire quantity of goods subject to this description of duty, as well as the 
value. But even when time shall have matured these measures and exhibited their results, they will 
furnish no standard of comparison as to the quantity of importations prior to their adoption. The infor- 
mation will, however, become useful after the lapse of a few years, in its bearing upon the course and 
developments of our home industry and foreign trade, showing how each, under wise principles adapted 
to each, may advance co-equally; how the channels and the objects of the latter may shift under the 
advance of the former without any loss, but with gain, in effective national results—results operating 
upon the most extensive interests and enriching to the greatest mass of numbers; or how, under the 
growth of the one, the other is at all destined to become disadvantageously and lastingly abridged. The 
beneficial parts of these consequences are looked to with confidence and hope from the tariff, as well from 
our own experience thus far, as from that of other nations of the world distinguished by high degrees of 
opulence and civilization, and where both have rested upon durable rather than transitory foundations— 
foundations that have been carefully laid in applying the home industry to the multiplied operations of 
manufacturing art, no less than to the tillage of the soil, and in making the accumulated productions of 
both the basis of a great foreign trade. But facts that may shed a distinct light upon the whole subject 
should be sedulously collected, to serve, if need be, as the groundwork to us of a more perfect system of 
legislation, in relation to a course of policy so closely interwoven with the interests and character of the 
social state, and with the national prosperity and power. The foreign trade of the United States, to its 
inherent causes for progressive extension, superadds another and distinctive one in the constant desire of 
the Government, as manifested in their permanent laws and emphatically in their recent treaties, to carry 
it on, freed from all restrictions upon navigation, as well as upon the most enlarged principles and the 
most entire reciprocity in all other respects. If these principles, of which the United States have largely 
set the example, were practiced unon more universally by nations, and to the extent uniformly proposed 
by this Government to their acceptance, the fact might be more important in its influence upon general 
trade, and upon that of each nation in particular, than abstract declarations illustrative or commendatory 
of them. 

The value of cotton goods subject to ad valorem duty imported into the United States in 1826 was, 
as far as at present ascertained, $8,905,316. The value of the same description of goods imported in 1825 
was $12,509,516. The value of woolen goods subject to ad valorem duty imported in 1826 was $7,445,493. 
The value of the same description of goods imported in 1825 was $11,392,264. But, as already intimated, 
this difference in value cannot be relied upon as a safe test of the difference in quantity. There are 
seasons when it would be peculiarly misleading, and the present is believed to be one of them. The 
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duties on each description of these manufactures were calculated on the prices which each respectively 
bore at the places of exportation during the respective years; and the great fall in prices in 1826 wil] 
undoubtedly serve to account, in part, for the difference in the aggregate value of the two importations, 
Further elucidation will be afforded to the point when it is added that, although the value of cotton man- 
ufactures imported in 1826 stands below those imported in 1825 in the proportion stated, it exceeds the 
value of the same kind of manufactures imported during either of the two years preceding, viz: 1824 and 
1823. The same is not true of the woolen manufactures. The value of the latter paying duty ad valorem, 
imported in 1826, is found, from the returns as yet before the Treasury, to be below the value of the same 
kind of importations for 1824 and 1823, though the difference is far less considerable than between their 
value in 1826 and 1825; nor is it known at this Department what may have been the comparative value 
of woolen goods at the places of exportation during the four consecutive years indicated. The valuation 
of merchandise constituting the total aggregate of our foreign trade, is always made at the port or place 
of shipment, and the rule applies, consequently, both ways; that is, to all articles of export as well as 
import, thereby freeing it from objections to which it might otherwise be open. The mode of valuing is, 
in effect, as follows: the party making the shipment annexes the value to the manifest or list of articles, 
superadding his oath that it is the true value according to their actual cost, or according to the value 
which they truly bear at the port and time of shipment. This oath is taken under the supervision of the 
Collectors as regards exports, and under that of our consuls or other commercial or substituted agency 
abroad as regards imports. Some other formalities are observed under our laws, particularly in relation 
to imports; but they are all in aid of the chief provision here stated. 

The articles of American manufacture exported from the United States in 1826 will, it is believed, be 
found to exceed $6,000,000 in value. The particular kinds of manufacture which have made up this profit- 
able and growing branch of the export trade will be presented in detail, and their total value ascertained 
with more precision, in the general statistical tables now in course of preparation, under the act of 10th of 
February, 1820, which will be transmitted to Congress at as early a day as their voluminous nature will 
allow. Of the amount of American manufactures produced for consumption within the United States during 
the year it is impossible to speak with exactness; but, from indications that cannot deceive, it is evident 
that it is large—so large that the amount exported would sink to a level below all comparison with it. The 
surest guide to our belief, under this head, is, that in those branches which have at length been enabled, 
through a provident legislation, to stand up against that overwhelming competition of pre-established 
excellence and capital from abroad, which must otherwise have kept down forever their first attempts, 
the article can now be had cheaper in price, as well as better in quality, than the same articles from 
abroad, as it was seen in our markets, prior to the efficient protection afforded to our own; hence the 
apprehensions of monopoly pass away; hence the certainty that competition at home will bring down 
prices eventually, if not immediately, whilst it creates and diffuses new wealth at home; labor being the 
foundation of wealth, and producing and disseminating it more universally, and in higher degrees, in 
proportion as it exists under diversified forms and in full activity. It is then that the farmer, the artisan, 
and the merchant, give support to each other, each enlarging the occupations and the gains of each; the 
State, meanwhile, reaping the fruits in fiscal prosperity and political power. As regards the cotton 
manufactories of the country, there are grounds for supposing that they now make a call for full one- 
fourth part of all the raw cotton grown in the United States. Authentic information as to the exact 
quantity is not, indeed, possessed at the Treasury; but, as an approximation, it is believed that the above 
proportion may be taken without the hazard of essential error. It is gratifying to add that those parts 
of the United States where manufacturing establishments of all kinds flourish most exhibit an animated 
industry, an orderly aspect, and an increasing population. Towns and villages are seen rapidly to rise 
up in such districts, in resorting to which the rural population of the vicinity find ready and profitable 
sales for the various productions of farming enterprise and labor. It is believed that, as these establish- 
ments shall rear themselves up, under adequate encouragement, in augmented numbers and importance, 
a corresponding activity in foreign trade will become their concomitant in the same portions of country; 
since, besides the trade in exports, to which, after supplying to their full share the home demand, they 
open the way, and which will not fail to bring its proper returns on the broad scale of exchanges, the 
very existence of manufactures, as they assume great variety and reach perfection, superinduces the 
necessity of constantly bringing into the country new varieties of ingredients as subsidiary to them. 
So wide, so full of dependence upon all other kinds of labor, not only of our own but of other regions, is 
this great department of national industry. So certainly do its multifarious and beneficial operations in 
large, refined, and busy communities perpetually react upon all the other departments; so quick are the 
alternations of consumption and supply, and over so great a surface of things do both spread themselves, 
in such communities. It cannot escape attention that the portions of our country, for the most part, 
answering to these remarks, or to some of them, are not favored, or favored in but a slight degree, with 
the capacity of producing those immense and exhaustless treasures of the soil spoken of in this paper. 
For the absence of them their inhabitants, in part, seek compensation in pursuing artificial modes and 
combinations of industry, which take these treasures as a substratum; by which the great scheme of 
national advancement is to be seen in its true component parts in our Union; parts naturally destined to 
make up one systematic whole, where the plough, the loom, and the ship, will each have its appropriate 
sphere in raising to a proper elevation the entire fabric of our social and public prosperity; in carrying 
to the highest attainable pitch our riches, our happiness, our power A policy short of this belongs not 
to a free and intelligent people, surrounded, by the bounty of Providence, with varieties of climate and 
territory, fostering inclinations and aptitudes for variety in human employments, by an exuberance of 
mineral and fossil, no less than of agricultural wealth; by vast waters flowing through this territory that 
serve as natural highways and supply the fund for artificial ones, affording pre-eminently, in connexion 
with that mighty agent in navigation as in mechanics, the steam power, the means and inducements for 
an universal and rapid transfer of the products of labor from hand to hand, whether they consist of com- 
modities of useful and ingenious workmanship from the repositories of art or of harvests from the fields 
of nature; by all the elements and attributes, in fine, geographical, political, and moral, of a great 
empire. The foundations of such a policy once securely laid in that legislative assistance to our manu- 
factures, without which they must struggle in vain against those of other countries long and thoroughly 
established, an advantage not inherent but adventitious, yet an overpowering advantage; and, as already 
proved in some articles of national importance to which we have afforded efficient protection, we shall 
have nothing to fear for the future. Then, and only then, shall we be raised up to a level in this respect 
with other countries; then, and only then, shall we stand in a position of equality to listen to doctrines, 
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right enough it may be in themselves, but of which others have never accorded us the benefit or thought 
of holding up as doctrines for reciprocal practice, even with numerous safe-guards and reservations, until 
their own manufactures, in all branches that conduced to national resources and power, had acquired, 
through ages of experience, of capital, and of skill, a stability not to be shaken. 

A resolution passed the House of Representatives in May directing the Secretary of the Treasury to 
cause to be prepared a well digested manual, containing the best practical information that could be 
collected on the growth and manufacture of silk, adapted to the different parts of the Union; containing 
also such facts and observations in relation to the growth and manufacture of silk in other countries as 
might be useful; and that the same should be laid before Congress at the commencement of their present 
session. Steps were taken, without loss of time, to obtain the information contemplated by the resolu- 
tion, as well from all parts of this country as from Europe; but, from the scope which the subject was 
found to assume, all the information expected under inquiries that have been instituted has not yet got to 
hand; nor will it now be practicable to have it digested and arranged, even should it all be received, by 
the time designated. The resolution will continue to command every attention, and be finally acted upon 
as soon as may be compatible with the accomplishment of its interesting objects. A branch of industry 
that may be turned to so many purposes useful and ornamental, and which ministers to the wealth of 
nations with so little cost in the material on which it is originally founded, as well as in the species of 
labor that is applied to it, naturally merited, as it has received, all the attention which the terms and spirit 
of the above resolution bespeak. 

The value of importations for the year giving the basis of the impost revenue rather than their 
quantity, it follows that, as the value of those for 1826 has fallen below the value of those for 1825, so will 
also the revenue from this source be less. The amount of duties secured by bonds on merchandise imported 
during the first three quarters of the present year is estimated at $21,250,000. The amount that will 

robably accrue during the last quarter is estimated at about $4,250,000, making for the whole year 
$25,500,000. The languid state of the tea trade for 1826, a trade always so productive in revenue when 
it flourishes, has lent its aid, in conjunction with the fall of prices abroad, in diminishing the accruing 
amount from the customs during the year. Some revival of this valuable trade, valuable under fiscal and 
commercial views, and from its tendency to encourage more largely the taste for an innocent and whole- 
some drink in place of those that are neither valuable even under moral views, may perhaps be anticipated 
in 1827. It may also be presumed that the extensive depression of prices witnessed in Europe in 1826 
will not have place upon a similar scale in 1827. Nevertheless, with the causes little likely, in their 
combination at least, to be marked by speedy repetition that have operated to lower the accruing revenue 
from the customs for the current year below that of the year preceding, there is every reason for supposing 
that it will exceed the revenue arising from this source during any one of the four years that immediately 
preceded 1825, and even go beyond the amount received in that year, though not the amount that accrued 
in that year. This fact will be entitled to its proper weight in determining to what extent the regulations 
of the present tariff.are likely to bring injurious inroads upon the commercial revenue of the nation. 

The debenture bonds issued for drawbacks during the first three quarters of the present year amounted 
to $3,840,869 10. This is less by $648,841 19 than those issued during the corresponding period of 1825. 
The amount of those outstanding on the 30th of September last, and chargeable upon the revenue for the 
next year, was $1,294,310 94, which is less by $564,004 70 than was chargeable on the same day in 1825 
upon the revenue of 1826. The deduction in the shape of drawbacks from the accruing revenue of 1826 
will therefore, perhaps, exceed $5,000,000. 

The amount of duty bonds in suit on the 30th of September was $4,007,882 76. This is a large sum, 
exceeding by $1,020,535 54 the sum that was in suit on the same day in the year preceding. The excess 
is in a great degree to be accounted for by the fraudulent transactions in one or two of the principal cities 
of the United States in relation to imported teas. 

Whilst the impost revenue receivable next year will be less than that which accrued in 1825, and has 
been received or is still to be received in 1826, the public lands promise to yield next year more than they 
have this. The prebability of increased productiveness in this branch of revenue rests on the following 
grounds: 1. The act of the last session, making “provision for the extinguishment of the debt to the United 
States by the purchasers of public lands,” has arrested almost entirely for the present year the payments 
for lands sold on credit. That law will, however, expire next July, and the payments under it will be 
thrown upon the year 1827. 2. A considerable quantity of the lands relinquished to the United States 
will, it is expected, be brought into market in the course of the next year, amongst others those at Hunts- 
ville, which are valuable, being dispersed through a fertile country occupied by a thriving population. 
It is believed that they will sell promptly and at good prices. 3. A large portion of the best of the public 
lands in Florida will be offered for sale in 1827. It is understood that these lands are in demand, and 
anticipated that they will sell well. On these and other grounds it is thought, at present, that the 
revenue from the sale of the public lands in 1827 will not be overestimated when it is set down at 
$2,000,000. The state of the Land Office generally will be seen by a report from the officer at the head of 
that establishment, which accompanied the President’s message to Congress at the opening of the session, 
and will, it is hoped, be found satisfactory. 

From the foregoing facts and considerations affecting the customs and public lands, it is believed 
that the whole revenue of the United States for 1827, from these and other less important sources, may be 
estimated at upwards of $23,000,000, and that it will arise thus: 


EE Ee oe Ce ee ET Te eee Ts 
SEE eres 
Nl Ds dd ni kiv 6 ER MRS CK WA ROE AW kees es 420,000 00 
Prom miscellancous and incidental reccipta........... 00. ccecscsssccconseeesesoees 330,000 00 





23,150,000 00 








_ _The expenditures for 1827 are estimated as follows, viz: 
Civil, MSCUIEAMOONE, And GINMMARTC. ....6.. 0. cine ccsecsdsesccsescccccccevccesss §1996,049 54 
Military service, including fortifications, ordnance, Indian Department, revolutionary and 
military pensions, arming the militia, and arrearages prior to the Ist of January, 1817 5,646,144 36 
ches oe ctes ig ETE Te er renee eee ee ee re ree 3,230,260 23 
Dy SN ues VENDA KAN ogy awd wiade-ns eer eT Teer TT ere T ee TT 10,000,000 00 





20,702,954 13 
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Which will leave in the Treasury on the 31st of December, 1827, after satisfying all the demands of that 
year on the basis of the foregoing calculations, a surplus estimated at $2,447,045 87. This surplus will 
be a disposable surplus, over and above the sum before stated, as not in effective funds, and of the 


$2,000,000 to be reserved in the Treasury under the Sinking Fund act of March 3, 1817. 


In the estimate of expenditures for 1827 the annual appropriation of $500,000 for the gradual increase 
of the Navy, under the act of the 3d of March, 1821, has not been inserted, that appropriation expiring 


with the present year. 


Whatever renewed sum the wisdon of Congress may set apart for this effective 


arm of the public defence will add another item to the list of expenditures for the year, and lessen by so 


much the estimated balance at its expiration. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 


Treasury Department, December 12, 1826. 





E. 


RICHARD RUSH. 


Statement of moneys received into the Treasury from all sources other than customs and public lands during 


the year 1825. 


nn er ee CD SUNN oy oo da wai ae e heen dae S Kaba SESE SS OH EEE ORs 
| eee eeOT ETT TOT TELL TT CET ETE RT TEE T Te 
te ays Dee wie sd anew Ck RENE SK KOWH ESTES EOE 
ere err Ter TT Tey Tre eee reer TT eT eT Ter Tere 
ET ee eee ETT Ce eT TT CTET TEETER TT CETTE ETT ee 
De bn bx ok KES E NON a es dhs Ree w eR ORS Rees ees 
From sales of public lots in the city of Washington. ..............0.ceccesccceessss 
From surplus emoluments of officers of the customs........... Kid be aaisteb ease Uae es 
From consular receipts under the second section of the act of 14th April, 1792......... 
From trading establishments with the Indians. ...............scccccsccsccssessccece 
From net proceeds of vessels and cargoes condemned under the acts prohibiting the slave 

DC kechee ccceCRERCAD SSSA Kan AR OKEORKKE SA NEN SE Hd UES RS RENEE SS 9548 Cows 
From net proceeds of vessels captured from the pirates...........ccccccercccsecscce 
Prom cent of tho Naval Tospital farm, Cheimoe, ... «6.5.2. 00ccccsisvcvesecsencccese 
From interest on balances due by banks to the United States....................0008. 
From Bank of Tennessee, for premiums on drafts for money belonging to the United States, 

EN ii pods Ree KRK A Kee Oks OAs KA SENSE KOeS SOs 
From interest on notes given for the purchase of the Northumberland House estate. .... 
From annuities to Christian Indians on the river Thames..................eeeeeeeees 
From moneys previously advanced on account of Second Census.................2.04- 
From moneys previously advanced for ascertaining land title in Louisiana.............. 
From dividends on stock in the Bank of the United States.......... 20... .. cece ee eee 


From balances of advances made in the War Department, repaid under the third section 


ee UD oa ckcai ais oy SS aE EGE he OKERIET SL EEKEOE RECORD 
From loan of five millions, at 44 per cent., per act of 26th May, 1826.................. 


$25,771 
2.330 
8,940 
19,496 
469 
3,411 
1,572 
26,960 
2,292 
10,020 


4,473 
325 
267 

5,792 


190 
74 
1,474 
i 

500 
367,500 


39 
85 
00 
25 
56 
06 
38 
06 
10 
80 


57 
18 
45 
42 





482,134 


43,919 
5,000,000 





5,526,054 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, November 30, 1826. 





A statement exhibiting the duties which accrued on merchandise, tonnage, and clearances; of debentures issued 
on the exportation of foreign merchandise; of payments for drawback on domestic distilled spirits and 
domestic refined sugar exported; of bounty on salted fish exported; of allowances to vessels employed in the 
Jisheries; of expenses of collection, and of payments made into the Treasury during the year ending on the 


31st day of December, 1825. 


ro Cp bivch se MASSE ASAGEDED KKK CDMS OOS RRR ORME 
eee ee NPS MN BONE PROMNOG 5 ois sin isis sos coined cs cde sens cesses eredessesenevs 
ee eer te rrr errr Teer re Tere Tere ee TT ees 
ESI eee mE ee Pere TT ere eT ee TTT Te TT er eee Tre ee eee 
Drawback on domestic distilled spirits and domestic refined sugar exported..... cree 
PEP SeY eee eee eee TT TET eTE CLEC TOC LE TOTTI CE ee Tea 
ok ee el EE NT EOE TERT O TTC TT ETT eT PERT T ET CITE CTT Tey ERT ee Te 
RP EC eT Ter ere Te Tee Tee TT TTT Te eT Te eT CTT Ce 
i ES Me OT Ce eS eEe Oe ee eee ee Pee ree eee TT eee eT Te Te Te 


$31,673,687 6 


138,847 
12,638 
6,391,778 
3,565 
209,285 
25,220,544 
862,341 
24,358,202 
20,098,713 


7 
83 
00 
69 
00 
57 
24 
67 
51 
45 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, December 12, 1826. 
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D. 
Lands sold, and moneys received for lands, from January 1 to December 31, 1825. 





AMOUNT RECEIVED. EXPENSES. 





Offices. 


25, 


cember 31, 1825. 

Total amount received in 
1825. 

Incidental expenses, inclu- 


sold in 1825. 
Payments made into the Treasury. 


ding salary and commis- 


sold prior to July 1, 1820. 
sion. 
Repayments to individuals 
for land erroneously sold. 


Lands sold from January 1 to De- 
Amount received for lands 


Amount received for lands 





Stieaierivillo twee ieees ceesiscee ccs aicioee cleses 21,025.44 | 927,446 46 | $10,171 41 | 37,617 87 $1,851 97 |..ceccovecccee| $34,233 57 
MATIC iosiees sivsss sees ssicesieas ss) sciseieesionss 12, 700.97 15,890 67 3,135 00 19, 025 67 TDI IE foecctecaclesees 17,139 10 
Cincinnati...... sioiesainin oaleisienee Rtieesekaaee ee 16, 359.00 19,533 65 30,937 88 50,471 53 DES SS toc csiccesicceces 52, 126 47 
[MICOUIG « s00ess.sctcaewsseccweresle es coossess 19, 723.71 21,986 93 10,916 21 22,903 14 OIF SS: licecewsccseass 30, 829 19 
Zanesville .... s+. SeNateodieeetaweneaeae seca 25,790.32 33,076 71 16,421 20 49,497 91 PUIG AO | aciecsweas.s 49,752 60 
WOODSON avers coscacctctedewecsseuvescscestes 17,994.7 22, 493 42 13,974 28 36,467 70 een 35,588 54 
Biqudsssisicnswicss asislewaisielais Weniesres e'sieuis ster 5,325.79 C5 Gi OP | cS ccceeacese 6,652 31 LO sv cisnicacions 5,135 20 
HGINWELC Rc caseicsseessanaseCesesseserecioaoccs)  Ro,0I260 QBHIGL WD |scccorsccasece) 2AI67 71 SUE isiiscscus vies 10,091 08 
NE HUPONVIIIG sins eis eo aieacs'aciswieesic-« sienean clean 5, 943.25 7,429 03 23,251 07 30,680 10 BAG 7s BARR EET OCTCr ET 31,727 69 
AiNchNNOsesensicw aes sieinowsesewsieaascenesistiees 13, 368.04 16,710 14 15,568 89 32,279 03 TetDi OP | ecgececee:coas 25,794 84 
Indianapolis ........sse0e0e ewalwioislesnstesee sails 52, 644.07 72, ICG) 90"| cs cssces-evcee 72,186 90 DIO OE cocmnacasecce 36,723 28 
PAW NOHUAVENE saiseg sc vies vaciocGGicewccnaoeses 86,912.17 | 108,660 39 |...see..eeeee-| 108,660 39 BAPE |cenccaccaacens 105,641 89 
GTERU VAY IIC os sisis'sisis'en sicloels Srewinieieioeeaiswiewetenies 3, 403,18 GIG TO cas ccivessiacies 5,261 79 ene 11 87 
ata allie eaislo'sisiesiswcis's siasiciiewvecneisoewre wes 711.22 889 02 1,193 53 2,082 55 EQS0G' |. caceevec esses 96 97 
BiVNCCUOWE coc se0e sinscees caw ces nosscessce 1,357.63 1,729 04 2,353 36 4,082 40 1,530 68 | .cccccccccecs 2,442 00 
Edwardsvill€ ....escccccccececseccesccccvccess 5,748.43 7,188 03 1,153 38 8,341 41 PDT cancevencseces 212 23 
Vandalia ........ Oe ane eeaeteeseews 895.36 WSLIGEQO S|. s sieiewseasees 1,119 20 USIS7 SG) | scatacccesiccnelecerducnccaces 
PAIPATINE Te soles ow syeseeeeisaiseslctee's ocuiun siewine 10, 323.76 TSISOOCOt hes cecwece. coed 12, 899 66 WON IS | ccc cacuceens 17,162 27 
Springfield..... Rusbasismsnenaaunr Rots ccsjewayes a 26, 767.88 Bag HOD Sa cnc senceuense 33,959 85 Bj PIG TEs). cccscuscances 30,871 02 
PAG eI oa esh nicateis sicislela RAGE wie eae eaten ea 92,332.55 | 116,920 72 5,168 73 | 122,089 45 QESAD ec ccacceaccees 111,376 76 
AN DRTOO Sawa s esac RR date Ah Salad Va 14, 420.08 PSSG2O 12: |\caecaecgscaeas 18,025 12 1 SOS) SO nc ccencadesbes 27,000 00 
Rta IOUiS ossiceaiees lessons! sevensinaweaciieasisevc 18,519.50 23,149 33 6,392 96 29,542 29 MONE OS haxccaccetccnd 18,818 86 
Palmyra.....- Niet cosweieceseenewabasaeseeies 18, 333.90 E>. 12) 0.2 ea ae ee 22,926 12 DWSOO ec waeiccvneeus 14,000 00 
Mranklitinesscta@esecssinveseccscantsisseessiciecs 28, 481.65 35,634 38 12,789 58 48, 423 96 COR 8S! |< ca cew vondeass 38,430 50 
Cape Girardeau... .sceceevvcccccecesecs ove 5,217.09 GyS2L FB] cecccase-ccses 6,521 32 1) 818. 3 ee sunaceunes 3,375 00 
LeXiNgtOn ..ccrcceccccccccccssccccces cece cee 15, 255.85 19,069 85 | .cccccccecves: 19,069 85 1,453 44 | .cccccccccccee 13,229 56 
Bireavil aweeseis sas cvacess ote ecseustcevetos 5, 855.56 SOLOTAD |; ccseeenvona 7,319 42 FOG 24 cccccnccacss 5,079 42 
Tifise BOCK: scales acescweriecsioesencceelessces 1,938.94 2,423 67 |.ccccccccevers 2,423 67 TjA0e AO coccccacccecclesedecdecscaas 
APilHcMtMiasiawlesiealscicivesnes .cscieiveseaeseuaes 160.07 DUSKOON | ceccwicrees ees 208 00 DIOS oases occceeeuloacacacszacass 
MOpelunists aonielaesies: wiesiswisinieeaelcsiasiseleeec| sewecessesisees|saesesiceseavir 4,500 34 4,500 34 SNE scinacsintR cnet neninads 
NEW ONCRNE so ciieiasis, saeniseseSerseicwseeeees'es 400.00 SOOT? | vs cerncioneseice 500 00 BOMGI bcdecicceacesod 14,995 01 























St. Helena Court-House..c.cce cocccccccccess| seccccccceve:feccccc cece cece! scccccccccest:lecceccccs sece: 1,000 00 


WRIINN ccidenscsticsscrcviesresiesecic] MM 17,457 25| 36,587 65 | 54,044 90 1,360 91 $350 11 80,444 21 
Jackson Court-House .. secseccscsceceseeeee 703.80 CPOE cicrscerasnes 79 88 LA iacciimiinmceemnnn 


Choctaw District .....0.cceeeee sesesesesceses| 75,200.48 94,000 11 |..sesceseeseee| 94,000 11 SENT Bcucsewa 107, 820 45 
PM ncuonimimwvnnant BOs 33,448 00 4,303 85 37,751 85 Sy er 41,469 19 
TOG ihs cons sccnccistevcusensscene oo. SSID] Sieve 40,280 25} 67,327 03 2,600 46 2,340 57 2,901 40 
TOMI isscisiisicsiuisimwinemeens| SCS MENO...... sesscese] 164,305 66 3,412 63 |...ceceeeeeees] 149,573 84 
Ciitkiciinsiicaens sitios See 65,206 99] 91,796 56 | 157,003 45 DONT ck cctnnnenis 16, 112 25 
DN iivikinnnitnn wasnt wee ef en ae ENTE cisiiiccntbed 5,860 00 
TING ais eririnrimincce| MAM 90,553 63 |.ecccvsessecse| 90,553 63 RAW ccnitiiins 80,724 30 





893, 461.69 | 1,205,068 37} 330,896 03 | 1,535,964 40] 72,892 








~ 
~~ 

















2,690 68 | 1,216,090 56 





GEORGE GRAHAM. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, General Land Office, October 30, 1826. 








F. 
Statement of the expenditures of the United States for the year 1825. 


CIVIL, MISCELLANEOUS, AND DIPLOMATIC, VIZ: 


a ig pays nsw pid ROSNER Reo 4S $563,100 48 
Raeeiine SUNN, cc cc cscsessvveccsorecssesseseeasscsecsss 478,330 58 
ee eeneaiaitae teentas eens 4d 9,600 00 
EIEN SE eee eae ere eer eer er re 20,795 34 
Commissioner of the Public OE TT REET ST Te here 1,500 00 
Governments in the Territories of the a re 33,421 71 
EE ON SSN a lcué kena bans ¥xeddRedbn ae enneaes 223,999 13 





$1,330,747 24 
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DORE SEAR isiicxsaxis weseneevens $1,330,747 24 
Annuities and grants...........eeeeee eee eee e nett nent teen ee eaes $2,100 00 
Grant to General Lafayette. .......-+eee eee e eee e eee e eee eee e eee e ees 200,000 00 
NE RETE EF COPT OOPS EL ECT TTT TTT TET CLEC LE 19,651 64 
EN EE ESS LEP LEEOPETT TESTE TT TEST CTC TTT CLE TEE 369 05 
Light-house establishment. .......-. 6.0: cee e cece eee eee een e reece eens 183,864 64 
Surveys of public Lands..........-+ ee ee eee reece eee cece eee ee ences 133,928 83 
Registers and Receivers of land GMOOB. . 665s See ene 1,375 00 
Western boundary line of the Arkansas Territory.................++- 2,000 00 
Boundary lines between Missouri a re yee Teer eT 1,500 00 
Preservation of the public archives in Florida. ................0.+005- 750 00 
ee OE RNIN oc kb hee sc desc ecdic bau ees sew esdneee 8,149 35 
Sace eeeeee aee 2G, BROMO BRIM) GIBUNIOL. oc 6c cccccceccdssaccdsscsaveces 3,562 50 
Roads within the State of Ohio..... Se ee ee te ne eed een 9,197 27 
Sear ees GENts CONN ON TIRIMIR. goo oon vscec cde scccsecscasens oe 10,798 09 
Roads, canals, &c., within the State of Alabama................eeeeee 10,753 66 
Roads, canals, &c., within the State of Missouri.................eeeee 4,990 55 
Roads, canals, &c, within the State of Mississippi.................065 15,780 26 
Encouragement of learning within the State of Illinois..............4- 5,702 06 
Repayment for lands erroneously sold by the United States............ 1,635 93 
Purchase of lands reserved to certain Creek Indians.................+: 800 00 
ere er errr TT ers Tee eee Te eee 54,9388 51 
ee Se ee ee 82,000 00 
Accommodation of the President’s household. ...........00- ee eeee cues 14,000 00 
Bringing the votes for President and Vice President of the United States 6,169 50 
Consular receipts under the act of 14th April, 1792................... 2,292 10 
SempMnnE E OPURI TOTETONGO 3 io onc oon cde esc tse sede sd scees oases 83 01 

Payment of balances due to officers of the old internal revenue and direct 

BREESE eee eee RSE IeS es a ek 6 OS RE eS Swe R euaaem 2,184 64 
Payment of balances to Collectors of new internal duties.............. 1,746 99 
Ds err 143 00 
Stock in the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal Company................ 192,500 00 
NN CN 5b 0s vba 46 6'699:05K SR WED SA KOO yc Kees oe 04508 73,164 82 

1,046,131 40 
OTe OLE OT OPE O TEE TERETE CERT CTE OTC CREE TET 159,603 82 
Contingent expenses of foreign intercourse..............seccccsecee 25,474 95 
Relief and protection of American seamen..............scceceseecece 33,536 17 
he eek GAs Sea SERS MAUUT EE UE ORK Se Meee sens 1,125 00 
Treaty of Ghent, (Gth and Tth articles)... ..........cscccescsceccees 12,583 13 
a) ee ee ee ee 12,000 00 
eee Rk ON Ce ke ds er ASRS ARE SEAS Kes 4S bE KOS 8,000 00 
Payment of claims under the 9th article of the treaty with Spain........ 19,358 37 
ot au AE EEE EL ee eee PREC E TE PTE PLT Ee eee TT ee TET eee 73,876 14 
aeontaons with Moditerrancan Powers... .....sccscssciscvcscsecsewses 26,108 67 

371,666 25 

2,748,544 89 

MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT, VIZ: 

i ce LL hehe een gerd bach bs WOE RRS DEON ECNew ae ee Ne 946,043 34 
EEE ee Pe ee a Tee Pe Ee Per re ree ee 283,700 25 
re NG hich sad sash cde cde eon Wee weawes aoe Res 268,709 34 
ESN eT eee Pee Te TTT TT Tee TOPE TTT Tee Teer 205,400 13 
ETT eee TEC TT EET TTC eT ToT T TET ETT TT 21,278 60 
EE ee ee eee ee eee eee tee ee eee ee 36,827 62 
SS Pete eT eee eT ee Cee Te TTT TTT TTT eee 8,254 18 
CERO ee EE Ee PEE eer eT ee ee ere 22,549 41 
Se 20,000 00 
BEE OOOO S OT OTC CTE PT eT TE RCOT TTT e EEE TCT TT 805 00 
Relief of officers, &c., Seminole campaign............cccscccescceeces 2,818 19 
Ie ENED WOENNIONN noo no 5's 5 ob 65S MeOH EN Sores enon sae sss 540 00 
Balances due to certain States, on account of militia.................. 6,610 56 
Payment of interest due the State of Virginia..................0.00 178,480 11 
en NEE MONE TIN, oo oni or sobs een hes sae wserbine vee eee 40 00 
are See Pi ecw Re S eee dew a ees hoes 359,134 52 
en ek, 2,479 88 
SIE SR: Sie ne ET en ene oe me 22,399 92 
ee NE os ns Ck Seki p.i.0.s.56o DENSE R ODL Asawa RRR wS 8,000 00 
ek i nc a pia ga NAb e awa o eee bo 47,241 29 
eee MO, COE GN WOE, BC... 5 oon coc case wcviecccvesessseese 209 32 
Eee eee eee Pe Terre err Tt re ee 167,388 77 
i i, WON PWG beac e cv asnk ne ee bwedeueenee¥cseecue- 12,763 56 
eee ED kee a eet eked ke RSW a WR Ons 4,886 70 
Repairs and contingencies of fortifications. ............00e eee eee eee 20,727 91 
Pe OE TOT TO CONAIOT ok ook onc cc ced beasasssvesewcesous es 4,800 00 
RS COO Rar S EL De ack cae aKa babe Caw LRREE AANA K 6A RREKOS 99,848 48 
Ns he Cee eg eae ek Seas aN WIR A Mh KS OR wine OEE RE 71,901 67 

2,845,788 75 2,748,544 89 
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Brought forward..... rere 
i Picea oh cae eee beens os akadedende ease as sees 
i ea iee es sa VG aA Sa ADs dad bem webneb wee waewn ed oe ek 
a sath ark 660 SNE SE ENDS HWA SSK OOEEEAS ERED ERS SO ORS-OO 
hao aida salary Wienke R004 ood Ka eae eaewe ead K Soh 
NS ie 5 ah Ww 4d OSes hw Sw bw ned 40s oe ab¥edouices 
i Lech ane paw kab e dees ¥ hance seensocabdouese 
Fort Rigolets and Chef Menteur 
Fort at Beaufort, North Carolina 
I Sati Cie ie adil i Gao MON AAS» 00 0's > 4 s'ee soe ed wa RS Sd 
Materials for a fort opposite Fort St. Philip................ ccc cece 
Deepening the harbor of Presque Isle. ................sccccscesccces 
Preservation of islands in Boston harbor 
Ne Siren sii seesseeccsscderereceecncen 
Survey of Marblehead and Holmes’ Hole 
Improving the Ohio and Mississippi rivers................ceeeceeees 
WOE, GUE, OT TEE GEE CHINESE... nnn ccc ccc ccnecascccccess 
Continuation of the Cumberland road. ...........c.ccccccccccccccess 
I GGUS Ads deeb ws bo ke ccs as ce eeeeee vedo roar 
nny SI I oi oak oS bow kd 6a soso s seen sees cen edd’ 
ee 
Road from Cape Sable to Suwanee river. .............ccccccccccccces 
Road from Pensacola to St. Augustine..............cccccccccceccees 
Bn Troms eters GO TOME TAT... ww ccc cc ccc cccccccccsccceses 
Meus rome BEM OS TOW TEGKIOO, ..n. wooo ck ce kc cweceiccescces 
Revolutionary pensions 
eT ae NN Wena a eases ca ckcaceebanseceeew seed sees 
Contingencies 
EE See Aa Aaa ON oo NSSo ss KOWAWO AKG oS oe ede AK SR MS Bee e RRS 
Aka ON KSEE N Ow RA OM oe eewe SES OOS ee 
EN ne he ae MRAM A ae Vaan A ee DARwRRENBES 
et it ina nd 646A ENK SEEK ENDS HS ROHR SAR AS OOO ROR ORD 
cae i oO EP 
Contingencies of Indian Department. .............ccccsccccccccscvce 
Military escort, por act of May 35, 1624... ..... 02... cece ccecscecnces 
Compensation to citizens of Georgia 
Creek treaty, per act of March 3, 1825...............ccccccccccccces 
Treaties with Indians beyond the Mississippi 
We Oe I IN io oie cc aneedtcnaseadeesneseenaees 
meeniaen Wie HbeER, CRI pOWOR, BC... 6. osc ccccenesesceccceenseses 
Choctaw treaty 
te MERU SIN nok 5s vse silelsie es Saas edn eaies bees see 
Od on 
ee I NS ia i che Sh eN as SH RR ERER eRe REEES ODOR RSS 
ee tac eka n Ks b kes Wa aOR KeARRRs eRaeew eh 


TCROSHREDPEC SHS SCHR TCHHCCASCECH HREOC ROBES OS 


corre eee eee eee eee eeeeseeaee ese eeeesee 





eeereree eee se eee eee ete eee essen 


see eee eee eee eee eeeeseeeeeeesreeeeeeseeseeeesens 


see ee ee ee eee eee eee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeseeeeseeereeeeensese 


see eeeeseeeeeeseeeseseeeseeeereeesee 


eee ereoeree eee eee eee sreeeeens 


eee r eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eseeeee eee eeeseeseeeeeeeoeans 


From which deduct the following repayments: 
Invalids and half-pay pensions 
Gratuities 


$67,879 76 
85 37 
226 09 


eeeereeesree reese eeeeseveese 
soe ee eee eee ee ee eee eee eee eens eseeeeeeeeeesese 


cee ere rere eee eee ese eee e eee eesee 


NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT, VIZ: 


kg re ne ee Pe ere 
me Or Sh TORO, MEUES CIRTIOO Sooo os os iss eesce ca ccwaswesssacceee 
Provisions 
Medicines and hospital stores 
tae keke 55a e SKA LOO EN TRU ESER KOs 
Sree CUD, HUE, CIN WHREGON a ons 5 ics ccininsc scien vscwesvesceoness 
Navy yard, Portsmouth 
Navy yard, Charlestown 
Navy yard, New York 
EE ee ae ree 
Navy yard, Washington 
Navy yard, Norfolk 
Navy yard, Pensacola 
IE II swiss des vss sdseacaaasecteweesaenaaen 
aad ab KehinGnnKerkedabaneTnenawenune 
NIN ses oki cae cede saedeedaseendndiesed esas 
Inclined plane, dock, &c...... CARERS ALRAIRERG LEER REA PERERERN OK 
SE os nov oh dcsk ewes esd enviedond wanes ceeeons 
a ln bik ia cd A den SOWAGANEA RELA OA eR SAR Os 
teeth” Boole er 
ney OE Ce MeN AE OG, BERTI. ove ac ccsceccsecessavasiscscvees 
Captors OF Almere VOUNOE. .. 5... cee eee seeesesesvcess iwweew 
Relief of sundry individuais 


eoceeere eres ee ee reese eee eee seeeseeeseeeseeereereeeseeeeeeeeees 


eevee eeereeeeee eee eeeeeoeeeeseseeeeeeesees 


eoeoeereeee eee se eee eee eeeeeeeeesreseeereeeeseseseees 


eseerereer er esr eoeeeeereseeeeeeeeeereseeseeeeeer eee ee en 


cere eres epee eee eee eeeeeseereseeeeeeeseeeeeeeeees 


seer eeeee see eeeeereeesresneoseeeeeeeeeeee ee 





$2,845,788 


16,972 
2,748 
218,744 





5,761,022 


68,191 





836,052 
285,671 
391,531 
36,511 
388,164 
19,789 
1,783 
20,000 
41,901 
11,509 
22,497 
15,936 
2,000 
338,445 
138,802 
15,674 
3,716 


14,637 2 


8,474 


15 $2,748,544 89 
95 


5,692,831 19 





8,441,376 
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Brought forward............ $2,608,082 
Contingent expenses prior to 1824..........-- sees cece cece eer eeeees 709 
Contingent expenses for 1824........ cece eect eee e cece eee eeeeeees 44,273 48 
Contingent expenses not enumerated for 1824............e0eseeee sees 1,767 21 
Contingent expenses for 1825........ce cere cece cece teen cece scenes 199,765 43 
Contingent expenses not enumerated for 1825..........00..eeee eee eee 3,780 50 
Pay and subsistence of the Marine Corps............eeee eee e eee eeee 149,295 84 
Clothing for the Marine Corps. ........... 2. ee eeee eee e cece eee eweeees 28,286 26 
CNN, 5 5s a oats dib'de nbs ee eve Widens baie eee 2,369 Tl 
Military stores for the Marine Corps ..........20--.seccssceccceecees 1,363 78 
NS EEE TT ECCT SECT TT OCCT OTT TEETER ETS 7,506 95 
Repairing barracks for the Marine Corps..............ee0006- \eenees 368 19 
Contingent expenses of the Marine Corps.............0cceeeeeeceeees 13,356 41 
Contingent arrearages of the Marine Corps............00.eeeeeeeeees 5,000 00 
3,066,016 32 
From which deduct the following repayments: 
ee Ee i $27 64 
Se AUD WE SOE GID on sini se Ko cewiadsaseceess 3,005 66 
Superintendents, ariificera, Wc... . ... 6.0... scccsecseness 13,868 10 
Tools burnt at the navy yard, Washington............... 31 06 
— 16,932 46 
PUBLIC DEBT 
Pe eee TTT Te Te eT CTT TT CER EET TEE Te 4,366,757 40 
Redemption of six per cent. stock of 1812. ........ ... cc ecccccsceess 6,187,006 84 
Redemption of Treasury note six per cent. stock................50000- 1,479,374 82 
Redemption of exchanged six per cent. stock of 1812.................. 56,539 30 
PMMEROMNONE OF DEINSINBIND BEOOR . oo onic ccc ces cccesceccccseces 1,524 02 
Principal and interest of Treasury notes ........0...seccccsesceceses 2,001 49 
Paying certain parts of domestic debt... ......00...ecceccccccccccces 15 31 
Redemption of seven per cent. stock of 1815............ cece eee ween 2,125 60 





—_—_———. 


75 $8,441,376 08 
81 


3,049,983 86 


12,095,344 178 





23,585,804 72 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


TREASURY DeparTMENT, Registers Office, November 30, 1826. 
? d ’ ? 





H. 


Statement of moneys received into the Treasury, from all sources other than customs and public lands, from the 


lst January to the 30th September, 1826. 


ee ea ee 
ne oe ate as ba ae ede TAR ER AAW RO OR ES 
I a as a a a ahh aaa Wink AA Gl Sip tase 
I OE Ree ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ere 


From cents coined at the Mint 


Fron 


From surplus emoluments of officers of the customs 
From trading establishments with the Indians 


rr er ss sss bo eek eWEWha en sN eds deees uber bh oeww vanes 


oeeeeeeerse eee eee eeeeeeseeeeeeneeseeeeesd 


From interest on balances due by banks to the United States............. 0... cece eens 
From moneys previously advanced on account of treaty with Spain...............04. . 


From dividends of stock in the banks to the United States ........... Ooi sviig-e ewes iii 


From balances of advances made in the War Department repaid under the 3d section of 


er Fs Canc aidWbaKa weber ewknduseesKeSSNKS SOs ee HER SERS 





$20,534 
5,124 
1,514 
1,080 
7,466 
1,063 
33,702 
2,959 
720 

327 


28 
48 
28 
00 
00 
44 
81 
25 
13 
45 





80,492 
402,500 


72 
00 


17,551 63 





500,544 35 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, November 30, 1826. 
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G. 


Lands sold, and moneys received for lands, from January 1 to June 30, 1826. 





AMOUNT RECEIVED. EXPENSES. 





quarters 





Officers. 


30, 1826. 


viduals for lands errone- 


sold in the first two quar- 
ously sold 


ters 1826. 
sold prior to July 1, 1826. 


ding salaries and commis- 


the first two 
sions. 


1826. 


Lands sold from January 1 to June 
Amount received for lands 
Payments made into the Treasury. 


Amount received for lands 
Incidental expenses, inclu- 
Repayments made to indi- 


Total amount received in 








Acres. 
RSET Crsscisn4si0o0s bhnss ceneasnstceeseoes 13, 035.65 $16,294 54 $530 37} $16,824 91 $1, 772 84 |oncccccccccces $3,704 85 
MI WIIETEA Yoo sa bs Weiss ue earcecak Ou neauan seuitaeetn 7,577.84 9,472 27 182 29 9,654 56 a | ee Te Be 9,542 47 
Pancinaisou coun suseectban ec petuicueees 5,032.28 6,290 35 2,584 90 8,875 2: DT SB ecnitivicen cance 12,364 80 
BiiliCONG ccsseseeeeassesehessscnae sev eneesi 8,173.58 10,518 26 1,710 98 12,229 SSH OF f. ccescdccscewe 11,068 17 
TANCRWING:bcawsea's descend cose epaeateusene 16,000.21 19,966 33 765 01 20, 731 1,001 44 |..sceceeceeeee 21,832 32 
WOOSTES. ccccccccccvccccccsccecccoccccccccoce 8, 234.67 10,293 27 1,058 45 11,351 TQD QA | cccccccccccece 9,920 46 
Piqua. cecescceccceceeeescceseccsessesseesees 293.71 B67 13 joccevccccccecs 367 13 GOB 75 jece cocccccccsleccesccccecess 
Delaware cecesscccccccccccccccccccssccccecess 9,031.53 11,289 40 |.cccccccccccee 11,289 40 540 00 |ccccccccccece 9,860 70 
Jeffersonville ..ccccccccccccccccccccccceccccce 4, 142.88 5,178 60 399 30 5,577 90 T95 SB lecec cvcccceece 4,692 00 
ViNCONNES so 0:00 000000000060 coccccccccccsesese 6,761.71 8,452 10 223 42 8,675 52 736 75 |eecece Sescieces 150 00 
EDEN rincks Shao ba0 ase recuse werees sock 22,640.02 28,299 G6 |eccccccccccece 28,299 96 1,074 93 | .cccccccccccce 18,792 02 
ESTAR NOME S 6:56.0660455000006500 5s séw oo oeen 36, 445.98 45,557 5B |ecccccccccccce 45, 557 58 1,375 64 | ccccccccccces 85,649 39 
PGE WV IE ss vwnvictiewevecewsdneeaacewcicssess 1,034.15 1,292 G5 jeccccccccccece 1,292 65 Gat TO lecesdvceccccs 3,630 04 
Oc. Sees Glee macaw eeewetees oul 947.53 1,184 4) jesccscccsccecs 1,184 41 SIT BB jecccccvcccccccleccseccceccese 
ShHawneetOwNn .esseceeeeeee eecececccccececces 1,397.77 1,747 22 27 41 1,774 63 OE SE Vecivcdatcccecs eocccccccece ar 
Edwardsville ..ccccccccccccccccccccscevcccecs 2,393.01 2,991 QT |occcccccccecs 2,991 27 G89 51 |...005 Coccccccleccee coccccce 
Vandalia occcccccvcccccccccccccccccccces peccee 548 22 C85 QT foccccccccecees 685 27 GBB 17 |acvccccccccccclecccvcccece eee 
PRIGBUING cciesiscwsies covets sctaconevecasoneceee 7,089.97 8, 862 45 j..ccccsctocces 8, 862 45 TOE OE [eccecavccadces 9,629 15 
Springfield. ....scccccccccesccccccccccscccsccs 11,001.34 13,751 66 |..cccccvcccces 13,751 66 1,396 42 |..... pueeekens 32,447 21 
Detroit ....+.+. pane waaee nen eeesie esleesin buco 23,677.30 29,596 73 joccccccccesece 29,596 73 2. FBT SB | cecccccccecces 32,830 69 
MUINOOS ae osoctasea cus sseus panniers aaeecsieccals 6, 662.22 SSPAWAOH |i ce veseeanees 8,349 41 SSF G5: lesveicnswisiasene 11, 143 23 
Bt, DOW. . ce cecccsccccescvcccccscsccccccecce 6,089.75 15012 08 | vccccvcsccess 7,612 06 GIS OB haccccccccocece 13,859 49 
PalMy7a .cccecevccceccccccccssccccccccccccccs 4,081.31 5, DOL 64 lcccvcscweseces 5,101 64 F278 GO | enccinccesceuce 10,340 57 
MOFATININNN oic:pavuice's ose oaiea puss G04 oss esis 6 Scee sie 10,652.03 13,315 03 73 65 13,388 68 571 68 |occccccccccece 1,234 09 
Cape Girardea ...ccccvecscccesececccccccces 1,997.60 BAO AI lee wteginesicaccs 2,497 21 SIO Ta Peace nccccecnus 8 25 
L@XingtOn ..0cccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccclecsccccccce esfoccecccccccecs tucees ce VeRems leeien CeReaeneele SOOO [ainda avccieacdlasecoceccectc ° 
BCE INO nos socesesasedecs ceucncedswtsseeces 1,291.66 UeGIF OG focacsacseeseas 1,614 56 TIS 35 [ecesecevcnseee 350 00 
TAGS ROCKS ossnses ccecseccccvces cesses seeces 413.43 DIGS lcdeceseceboss 516 78 SOE fowccce seguacedhindeneudsedsud 
QURCHNG 26ccccsscrcccccsncccccoscscscccecess 399.97 499 SEB joccccccccccece 499 96 899 95 |.ccccccccccccclecccccescsoces 
PIO raise s'bsd vied elesawecsevincuesessceseslesecsincesccs sfecessieeeisccese 510 34 510 34 SIO UG licdcccccucwscs 4,500 00 
New Orleans ....scsccccccccscccccccccccccces 597.09 TB SE | occvcccssceses 746 37 SOS OT [ecssccoccceces 1,768 44 
ti GAClGNA COUT MOUBCS 60:6.52c0en 00.0060 ccesealveedac@ebioaterfetedeedercotselcccdcedessceseleaconcdacecsce 500 00 |...... dace veeslsedéemmcawenes 
WU RSMIN BION sc csicsinscen wor sesccetecccsbececesis 3,545.52 4,431 88 563 41 4,995 29 9,087 00 Ficcvccccece cece 3,000 00 
Jackson Court-House ......cceeseessecreesees 555.61 694 SS [ccc ccccccsece 694 55 TSS SB locecdccedccieccleccesccecceets 
CHOCHW: DIRTICb isso ccsvcesccocsveteceseese 33, 296.86 DigUth OU becceseiseiecasen 51,971 60 1,805 81 |.ccccccccecces 69,055 74 
Bt. Stephene cscccccccececcccsoesscoses eoccce 13, 330,12 16,662 86 57 68 16,720 54 TOA SL jrccccccececces 8,000 00 
WRMOIMVANNG o10 5 0:0 610106 64 4a 4 sinie-clesoiere sie wenreiseiseies 4,671.40 5,839 22 946 27 6,785 49 1,601 14.}...ceceee eecce 73,011 04 
PE MMC OA UE a c'ais.0 sae widen eos 4is/o'ed0. 0 6400e's slo's 71,251.15 132,646 72 |...cccccccceee| 132,646 72 BHD 4L |occececsieccces 134, 827 00 
POPAM ictal (rsa bs avis as salen Disibe ee eniewelbis esi eisie 882,28 D102 SS es scas coeccees 1,102 85 S16 2G | rcccccscsccece 6,414 00 
GANDA a cedsse cons ensaerierveosenes ee a 15,990 91 |..scccsseesees| 15,990 91 709 00 |..scscseeceeee] 164,633 16 
UMMEMEEBCE eaisie vines eonieve sen asiee vsiccd cise essen 7,950.00 O595S) 10" |e csascceecencs 9,948 75 1,466 86 | ccccccccecccelcccccccccsocce 


So 


BER 





365,919.77 | 511,633 80 9,633 48} 521,267 28 | 40,020 22 |........ee008.] 768,359 28 


























* The Cahaba accounts have only been received to the 3lst March, 1826. 


N. B.—The amount of payments made into the Treasury on account of public land, in the quarter ending September 30, 1826, is...... $285,602 01 
PAB UVES La HG UCD W MUIIE ss i:c' 610 4. 'cie viele 0c we'bie oie s elee vials eit ecu eaibelse selec cle sbeelblee eee Seegnesioeatateages sebcieindedes teens eccesis 768, 359 28 


1,053, 961 29 


GEORGE GRAHAM. 
TreasuRY DEPARTMENT, 


General Land Office October 30, 1826, 
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: 


Statement of expenditures of the United States from the 1st of January to the 30th of September, 1826. 


CIVIL, MISCELLANEOUS, AND DIPLOMATIC, VIZ: 


Legislature ........... cece cece terre cece es cece e eee neecesceeeenes 
Executive Departments... .......ese cere eee c cece cece cree cence eeeees 
Officers of the Mint....... cent e eee erence ee eect eee eee ses oceans 
NE TUNIC WDNR 4 6. 65 6 os ka winnie 6bbeeceeeN siccedceees's 
Surveying Department.............++. cece eee eee cece cree eeneenes 
Governments in the Territories of the United States .................. 


Se 5 MP ETE E EEL ELLE LEE EEE LL Lee 


CST TT Te TT TIERCE CEE TT COLT OTT ETE TTC Ee 
TT TT CETTE EE OT PETC CTT OCCT ETE T EELS 
cpu COC T TT CEL RET E EEE ELEC 
IND WEIN. 5 5 oo hme wees ds cece escedaseeessceces ses 
i ss ee cio be oe oss oS CROKE KKEN WERE EN OOD DO wes 
Registers and Receivers of land offices. .............2.cccccesccceces 
Preservation of the public archives in Florida ....................4.. 
Ee Se ee nr 
Land claims in the St. Helena land district ...............00eeeeeeees 
errr rr erry ere Te eT rT ee reee eT ere e ee 
See SPELINS MONE TUNG OE RIIIB 6 6 os ccc censnescxcdceesecsecsscuses 
Roads, canals, &c., within the State of Alabama.................00000. 
Roads, canals, &c., within the State of Missouri ..................0068. 
Roads, canals, &c., within the State of Mississippi.................06. 
Repairing mail road between Jackson and Columbus............-....- 
rr a san cn es bk ae bebe bar rds eaw aces bane oes 
he the ce te cc ug ETOP EET ECT TE TET TOT E ETT T 
Bringing votes for President and Vice President of the United States.... 
PRO POT ET ECT TUT TOT E TREE ETE LETTE 
Stock in the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal Company................ 
Stock in the Dismal Swamp Canal Company ...............2.eeceeees 
Stock in the Louisville and Portland Canal Company.................. 
Payment of claims for property lost, &c.. 1... we cece wee wees 
Payment of claims for buildings destroyed. .............. 2.0. eeeeees 


Payment of balances due to officers of old internal revenue and direct tax. 


Payment of balances to Collectors of new internal revenue............. 
ee eee ere Sere rere tee Pee er 


| EET CTT TT ECT TELE E TT CL OER TE eT TET ET UTE ETT Te 
Contingent expenses of foreign intercourse ..............ccceescscees 
Relief and protection of American seamen...............cceceeccsces 
eG ee ) ee nr 
ee se cite ae 
Payment of claims under the 9th article of the treaty with Spain....... 
Treaties with the Mediterranean Powers ...........ccecccesccceccess 


MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT, VIZ: 


a RS ae are eer eee ran ere ey er eee eins 
ENERGIE ere ee 
NT RNIN 6 5.6 5 on <x evsncsvesceendcdaeweeeessie ines 
Purchasing Department .............2.0eee0005 
Bounties and premiums ............2..sc00ss000% (is bee ees ewe 
ee a SUE nbd d 550. 450dw Ln NER Whe sew Daw ews 
Expenses of recruiting............ ET eee Te CTE CT TET RTReE Re Cr TT 
Medical Department ........ OT ee eee ee Pe eee ere ee eee 
i eo cc ocaedenwsscdabensbndesoeneav d's 
SN CMMONNONNN CINIODR 6 65 on cso cnseceenecesssscbaveresesess 
Balances due to certain States on account of militia................06. 
eee WU MNT CONE GI os sissies ce ssceowweweens ac seccce cee 
CSE CLE ETE CRERGEA YA LTETE SES OKKae Kee HR OREREIS ROMER REELS OS 
at Pee E ELS SUCCESS VSN K H4sbK 09 CAONN EERE RED bed edS Aw 
6k a ee See S RAG Ks SNE ROS KHOR Ae Re See EAN EH RS 
EE QOL AE ae Oe Oe ee eee ae er em 
“cheng apeapdlace hoe tee See es 
See SUOMI WE WOUNE BUMMG SS ss cece cconewscsessaseeesceeeesss 
Repairs and contingencies of fortifications .............. ceeeeeeeeeee 
Nr IY CNUMNNOIIN So oi ones 150. oN kdinne seen oun sienna eae 
aE S REESE OP cde kG Hak AS KOEN ELON s SK> sneer eneawe 


eee eee e eee eee eeeeres 


165,482 





1,750 
21,568 
108 
159,557 
47,449 
2,118 
625 
9,723 
2,937 
1,331 
7,176 
12,958 
1,385 
5,888 
15,000 
37,656 
62,271 
41 
4,297 
107,500 
150,000 
20,000 
258 
178,002 
35 


464 
104,744 





14,138 
10,134 
7,592 
7,500 
7,000 
9,967 
3,086 





715,762 
203,348 
972,592 
186,624 
5,996 
27,803 


9,157 | 


18,901 
10,000 
985 
6,615 
168 
275,117 
43,166 
3,000 
52,280 
147,942 
9,853 
3,976 
1,600 
87,600 


$949,060 89 


960,851 53 


119,419 13 





2,029,331 55 





2,082,493 


2,029,331 55 























1826. | STATE OF THE FINANCES. 535 
Brought forward............ $2,082,493 90 $2,029,331 55 
NS 5-55 bh a GV SEKEASARTS CODE KE SAUNT RRO REHSSeKSNS ORES : 60,900 00 
Fort Delaware..... UE RN CRUGN GUA S Rad eA ORG ewe Re ees 18,499 03 
ES Chek sake RG ARE EAA KO TENE R AKO RR ERDAS OH ERS DEED ES 50,940 58 
ME i 0 hy CaaS KS DAKAR S RS RO SEES eee ROS 89,666 45 
Ie Peet eee ee eer ey err eeere 64,830 00 
at chk oS 6a K GRY MER KA DHS KA SAH ERS SO maw sn eeees 66,221 25 
Wort Magers he Ciel Menteer.. ww... ect cece ccseesecssecesss 64,912 00 
rs Sr eR bck sh bbe we ece ees coed caeaseseboade 8,345 00 
eG £60 eS SENSE DSHS OREN SR VAN aR SSS He OER ESS ROO EM 26,800 00 
io. la ay lO wae A NAA K AOE ea oA NOON SARS 2,500 00 
eB ie a esa iG aa wh k aR Ke od No Sa ane ael eo RA 50,000 00 
Deepening the harbor of Presque Isle. ....... 2... .ccceeccscssccecees 7,895 00 
Preservation of the islands in Boston harbor...... ...... cece eee eee eee 19,950 00 
IEE PUI OE on ones tees ces tccsecsscacendasse sees 8,500 00 
Improving the Ohio and Mississippi rivers..............0eeee ee eeeees 8,438 25 
Pg TOU Me Inch ss seec scence ccscecscccceesaves 24,082 41 
Pontineation OF Gie Cataberiand road. ... occ cece ccc cc cccwcccccces 70,749 00 
ee I ic bia use bbe 04 db asineobcebeaenaessoned 14,107 45 
Med TUM ENON! TO BOW TCKIOG. oo oon cece cc cnccccraseccecses 9,000 00 
ee. ae 904 00 
Road from Little Rock to Cantonment Gibson. ............. 0. cece eee 2,441 74 
oud trom Pomsaoula 0) St. Augustine... . 2. cnc ccc ccessecscces 2,069 00 
Survey of a route for a canal from the Atlantic to the Gulf of Mexico.... 9,316 00 
Removing obstructions in Huron creek, Ohio.............. cee ee eee 1,500 00 
Removing obstructions in Cunningham creek................0eeeeeee 1,000 00 
Removing obstructions in Grand river, Ohio............... cece ee eeee 1,000 00 
Removing obstructions in Ashtabula creek, Ohio............... e000 1,000 00 
Surveying harbor of Edgartown, Massachusetts................00008- 500 00 
surveyme barvor of Sandusky bay, Olid... ..........cccceccscsescess 400 00 
Surveying harbor of La Plaisance bay, Michigan..................... 200 00 
[eterent Gio The Dikte OF Mar yIand.... 0... on ccc cc cess cccnececsesnces 61,582 63 
ee NG NaN ARR awk nd CORAM OS Wee wae OS 21,710 25 
ne ee I BON ok 5 oh dS Sick a anes eek cm onesies SeGineesbanes 76,411 12 
Seetnee GE GHEE, CG, GE BOMMINONS WAT. 2... cece cdncecseecscees 3,827 09 
RS eee ee ee ee eee eee ee ee eee eee eee 12,601 18 
PRR Rad oA HOA XS eh ah so 60 4K RG RSE dd 6 SRERC SON ORK 21,816 97 
ETE TT eT EET CRT ECT TT CeCe Tee Tee e Tee 84 87 
ee 304,702 45 
I Te Te ee TT eee eT ee eee 1,305,564 23 
each hh 6 nadia s Ho AWW EA Swe ae oe Waa Rad waes 12,784 59 
En ee ee er ere 16,385 66 
rE i cha as ek te ASa SSA CNS S SERN REROTE CREE S 5,521 59 
Glia elgg es 25k KMS SES MSE NEWSER REDEORKO A 16,578 40 
Contingencies of Indian Department. .............ccccccccescccceses 140,401 44 
Compensation to citizens of Georgia. .........ceccccccsescccesuceces 23,000 00 
i ee Pee eee eer eee Te ee Te eee ee ee ee 20,813 88 
I chiec tena BSG Swe oa 4 x OS 44 Oe OS MaRS ASAD RDS ROSS'S 76,913 00 
Rveeieee Weer meen Bd TONGA... . oc ccc cece ccesawcsceeess 18,306 18 
PR Werte SONU TE TIBOR, 6 ons cos ccc cece vasdescesesoeces 15,000 00 
Be UIE RO NUNN ok ie sins div ccnp seuewses coabeenaseine 418 00 
Effecting certain treaties per act of May 26, 1826.................006- 80,262 29 
gh 6 ke nied. Sila bx 9 95.410 S9SS EWR K WAS KOR R EEO NES “as 2,204 51 
oe eet tp a tt | a 27,000 00 
ce kaha bok RRS AREER OR WRSER SSE CORREO 2,407 71 
I a a ie isl a ata Site ia linn oie ie Beir Bed 237,841 88 
5,273,300 98 
From which deduct the following repayments : 
Survey of the coast of the United States.................00. $2,586 00 
Survey of Marblehead and Holmes’ Hole................000 54 16 
Purchase of Indian title to land in Michigan................ 507 76 
Purchase of Indian title to land in Tuscaroras.............. 63 32 
a RETEST WEGREES CONIA went 454 73 
I ae eas ck A HL RaW anew Waa eanes ean 2,653 48 
ait 6,320 05 
5,266,980 93 
NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT, VIZ : 
ee LG kceieewedeanasand or dendenndeads de 758,253 52 
ee ee Se Te CE WUE S 5 ois nie nee ccndbeewss¥eediaceneriens 142,545 69 
Ne Ceca Sue eC Iks. 4KK de REDN aS EME SEH SRO R HRS 320,703 94 
nee NE INIENE WUD 5 ooo 6b:n is vasaveivne dee eeeedeaaeecess 21,841 54 
ae oy Kis wei daw ame Wines ikke mas ae 378,843 30 
NN lia ive NEARER LERNER ERA HAYS ee 4,112 24 
IIo vcs eesewnnbweScwees caaeahen dew deans 37,771 31 
I gic s RA RAMKE NSE RD Owned do dKds ero LES 49,295 51 
Carried forward............ 1,713,367 05 17,296,312 48 
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Brought forward ........... $1,713,367 05 $7,296,312 48 
Navy yard, Philadelphia. .........cccccse cesesensscsnenvccscceccs 13,539 26 
Navy yard, Waghington. .........00cscc00 ccscccnccssssccseseccces 24,799 81 
Navy yard, Norfolk. ... ........ ccccsccccccvewescsssescs cocecccens 40,253 78 
I TOROS gps nnn 005s sions en ew se sevesiewer eee ceesacesee 13,000 00 
Gradual increase of the Navy....... TE OT eT Tee ere eer Te 663,522 10 
Ordnance and ordnance stores... .....cssceccses cocccccreccereccece 17,354 63 
Building ten sloops-Of-war.... ...-sescsecccccccccccccrcccccccccecs 382,495 73 
Houses for ships im ordinary...... ..sccssccecces wcccccccccccsscens 42,609 75 
Inclined plane, dock, &6.......2.0ssccccss csecccccnscccccccccccces 316 50 
Superintendents, artificers, &C.......... .++6- eee rr err eee Te 40,5387 55 
Demers, Sil Teel FOF ONPINOS........ 2.22000 ccocvccvcevecsecscccesecces 9,461 97 
ie k eh oo ee cede ae viene Ree SOR eS ORS 20,489 36 
EC PEOY s csivs sient cncccdsesarscseresveeesesseenseves 1,358 98 
Contingent, not enumerated, for 1824... .. 2... ccccesssscccccccceseces 304 15 
EE NE UO s 6 ob b5RN SHU EE A cede pce cebee Sewscceeeiceeseues 242 74 
Contingent, not enumerated, for 1825... ........ 2.0. cccsccsccscceces 673 88 
ee ee eee ee errr ere erry eres 219,781 88 
patent, mot Onmmorated, for 1826... 22... iiss cciwneseenses. 600 00 
Pay and subsistence of the Marine Corps. ............ccccsccccccsces 93,120 23 
SSE ER ree a er ae ee eee ee ee eee ee ee 21,983 40 
Eee eee rte eer ee ee eee Te re res ee ee eee 248 47 
Oe eee 6k Cal eb ENEs bu wernd ROdE EON EEN sa ces e ee's 9,321 45 
EERO ee Te ee ee eee TE eee Teer eee rT 199 83 
OES PE eT ee ORT eet TT Te eee eee ea 8,208 20 
Se eS Cede eS P OE RAE AANACRAR ESRD KECORW RRS RS 1,000 00 





3,338,790 70 
From which deduct the following repayments : 
$8,715 55 


ee ee ee ree ees 
| 8 ee CLT TT TORT TEREE ELEC L CTE 5,899 13 
Navy yards, docks, and wharves...........ccscccescccens 2,843 23 

Snaaieee 17,457 91 





3,321,332 79 


3,031,848 74 


ee en SS Sk ssi dere nee awa Nese ondens oo0es 
Redemption of 6 per cent. stock of 1813. ................ ce cce ee neces 5,063,922 62 
Paying certain parts of domestic debt... ..........0..25 cecsceseaces 27 86 
ee ee eee 307 17 
ee eee a 450 00 
er Sr CR NNN S:5 sans heed os oan SEES Seo ASE WO ee 25 00 

8,096,581 90 








18,714,226 66 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury Department, Register’s Office, November 30, 1826. 





L. 
Treasury Department, October 12, 1826. 


The Commissioners of the Sinking Fund having, on the 27th of September, 1826, resolved that two 
millions of dollars of the six per cent. stock, created by the act of Congress of the 8th February, 1813, 
should be redeemed on the Ist January, 1827, the following was the course adopted at the Treasury to 
carry the resolution into effect : 

1. All the Loan Offices were instructed to transmit to the Treasury the numbers of the certificates 
of this stock, and the names of the holders as they stood upon the books of the offices, respectively, on 
the 16th of September, 1826; the books being always closed against transfer fourteen days before the 
end of a quarter. 

2. The amount of the whole being $11,248,389 26, composed of different and unequal sums on the 
books of the several offices, the two millions were made up among all the offices by taking a proportional 
sum for each. For example: the entire sum standing upon the books of the New York office being 
$2,225,533 49, the sum of $395,600 bore the same proportion to two millions that $2,225,533 49 did to 
$11,248,389 26. The entire sum upon the books of the offices in South Carolina being $555,149 39, the 
sum of $98,684 bore the same proportion to two millions that $555,149 39 did to $11,248,389 26; and in 
this manner the proportional sum was fixed for all the offices. 

3. All the certificates, or the numbers representing them, returned by each office were then formed into 
as many parcels as there were offices, and successively put into as many boxes. As many of them were 
then drawn out from each box, by lot, as made up the proportional amount ascertained as above to belong 
to each office. The holder of any one number or certificate thus drawn out was, by the terms of the 
notice under which the contract for the loan was entered into, to be paid off, not only to the full amount 
of that particular certificate, but of all other certificates of this same stock of which he was the owner. 

The doctrine of chances rendering it nearly impossible to draw out in exact figures the sum wanted 
in the case of each office, the last drawn certificate or number in each case was found to give an excess, 


in some instances greater, in others less. 
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4, This excess, the agregate of which amounted to $162,599 63, was disposed of thus: The whole of 
the numbers or certificates already successively drawn out on account of all the offices were put back 
again into one box and a new drawing was had from amongst them all, for exemption, to the amount 
of the foregoing aggregate excess, so as to bring back the result to the two millions wanted. As the 
last drawn certificate or number in performing this operation proved to be a large one, it led to the 
opposite result of lowering the amount below the level aimed at by as much as $57,293 58. 

To absorb this deficit, a further drawing was resorted to from the entire mass of the undrawn numbers, 
which were put into another box; and this operation terminated in reaching the sum required, with only a 
fractional excess of $2,306 71. This was deemed too small to make it necessary to renew the drawing for 
exemption, and the whole operation was accordingly closed. 

The principle of apportionment among the different offices was believed to be the most proper mode 
of paying off the sum in question. It was alike equal to the stockholders, and tended to produce payments 
more equal throughout the different States than if the drawing had taken place from all the certificates 
representing the whole sum of $11,248,389 26 thrown into a common mass. 

The drawing of the lottery commenced on the 29th of September, and was completed this day. The 
delay was owing to the Banks of the United States at Philadelphia and Boston (acting as Loan Offices) 
not having made return of the certificates standing on their books in due time; those from the former not 
having been received until the 3d instant, and those from the latter not until yesterday. It had otherwise 
been intended to complete the drawing of the lottery on the 29th of September, and issue the notice to the 
public creditors to be paid off by its decision on the last day of the quarter. 





No. 1. 
Statement of the debt of the United States, October 1, 1825. 


aks koa NON K GAGA S aM pd de kh isa S 4s sek as we ddES ES SRNR sooo $13,296,231 45 
Six per cent. stock of 1813, (loan of 16 millions) .................. $12,403,051 66 
Six per cent. stock of 1813, (loan of 74 millions) ................4. 5,452,884 46 
ae ON EM UN hike nas ek ee ad bee beecdewee nsec nesses 13,096,542 90 
ee I Ne hh oak dn sc dde es nae eaeevans cnaseecvas 9,490,099 10 
Five per cent. stock, subscription to the Bank of the United States. . 7,000,000 00 
EUG OT UE, HG OE BD oi heec ccd seccceecccsecccsccscencans 999,999 13 
EO OE GO, I OE FR wiv cvsnscicececcsceacednsevesceccenae 4,735,296 30 
8. Seer TT rere eee ere Teer ere e cree 56,704 717 
Funded 43 per cent. stock, per act of May 24, 1824, (Florida loan)... 5,000,000 00 
Funded 43 per cent. stock, per act of May 26..... era eek een tee ones 5,000,000 00 
Exchanged 4} per cent. stock of 1824 ...............scccceccceees 4,454,727 95 


67,689,306 27 








80,985,537 72 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury Department, Register’s Office, November 30, 1826. 





No. 2. 


Statement of the debt of the United States on January 1, 1826. 
$13,296,231 45 





pee ae Be Be ane TREE CEE T TEETER CEE CLE Cee 
Six per cent. stock of 1813, (loan of 16 millions)..............-2006. $11,254,197 46 
Six per cent. stock of 1813, (loan of 74 millions).................-. 5,062,402 50 
ee I I, NE PE aioe ces ccewivedeeseaiscecrccseesess 13,096,542 90 
ee I, UII IE Ny ois sis is kde cds cewessncerscrsnevenes 9,490,099 10 
Five per cent. stock, subscription to the Bank of the United States... 7,000,000 00 
Five per cent. stock of 1820. .............. eee eeees Chiavaetwnsanes 999,999 13 
Oe NEE PN i kdinicdceecscesesessdeecssoonesaenes 4,735,296 30 
Exchanged 5 per cent. stock of 1822..............ceeecececeeeees 56,704 77 
Funded 43 per cent. stock, per act of May 24, 1824, (Florida loan)... 5,000,000 00 
Funded 44 per cent. stock, per act of May 26.............0e eee eeee 5,000,000 00 
Exchanged 4} per cent. stock of 1824 ............ cc cece cece eeeees 4,454,727 95 
Exchanged 44 per cent. stock of 1825...........06 eee eeeeeeeeeees 1,539,336 16 
67,689,306 27 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, November 30, 1826. 
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80,985,537 72 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 








FINANCE. 








LNo. 763, 





No. 3. 


Statement of the debt of the United States on October 1, 1826, and on January 1, 1827. 


ee SO eee LeeLee ee TEL Lee e eT ee Lee eT eT eee ee ee Tee ee 


Six per cent stock of 1813, (loan of 16 millions)................... $11,254,197 46 
iE seer MONE WEEE OF IBEE, .. 56-0 a nese ce es cceweeeresavee esac 13,096,542 90 
Six per cent. stock of 1815.............++. essen eee ee eaeenecons 9,490,099 10 
Five per cent. stock, subscription to the Bank of the United States... 7,000,000 00 
Five per cent. stock of 1820. ..............-.secececcccessseccees 999,999 13 
Five per cont. stock of 1821... .... 2.0... ..ceseccccnsccteseserccss 4,735,296 30 
Exchanged 5 per cent. stock of 1822 ..............secceceeccssees 56,704 TT 
Funded 43 per cent. stock, per act of May 24, 1824, (Florida loan)... 5,000,000 00 
Funded 43 per cent. stock, per act of May 26, 1824................. 5,000,000 00 
Exchanged 4} per cent. stock of 1824 ............ cece eee eee eeee 4,454,727 95 
Exchanged 43 per cent. stock of 1825................ 2. cece cee ee 1,539,336 16 





Amount of the debt of the United States, per the foregoing statement No. 1, and per 
statement No. 3, which accompanied the report of the Secretary of the Treasury of 


DG ES a bis WC BE Kk Sbi ing Aa WKS 65 bre be Haw RES ERE SS 

Add stock issued in the first quarter of 1826, viz: 
ey ere e eee eee eT ery TT TT ee Cee eer eet $16 25 
Exchanged 43 per cent. stock of March 3, 1825, in lieu of 6 per cent. 

INN 54rd oak Oe kes REE WORT OE WERE Ea ae Rew Os 1,539,336 16 





Deduct stocks surrendered, and payments on account of the principal of the debt, viz: 
Six per cent. stocks surrendered, and for which exchanged 44 per cent. 
stock was issued in lieu, under the act of March 3, 1825, of the 16 





NN ee Pee Levee ir Runes sae CA ESSE ROS Sw KH ds $1,148,854 20 
ee ee 390,481 96 
Payment of the residue of the 74 million loan on July 1, 1826....... 5,062,402 50 
Seaent of the debt, ac above, on October 2, 1008. ociksssicccucccccessccccesvecses 
From which deduct the amount proposed to be paid off on January 1, 1827........... 
Leaving the amount of the debt on January 1, 1827.............. cee cece eens 








$13,296,247 70 


62,626,903 77 


a 


75,923,151 47 





— 





$80,985,537 79 


1,539,352 41 





82,524,890 13 


6,601,738 66 





75,923,151 47 


2,002,306 71 





73,920,844 76 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, November 30, 1826. 





No. 4. 


Estimated amount of Treasury notes outstanding on the 1st October, 1826. 


Total amount issued, as per No. 4 of the last report............cceccccceccceccccs 
Cancelled and reported on by the First Auditor. ...............cccsccccccccccccccs 

EINE OP EE Te ET Ee ee ENE RTT TT ee 
UENINE OT WHERE) TIOOBELY NOUN 6. oie csc caccsseness as saveeeses $2,240 00 
ee err ee re ee Te 12,800 00 


$36,680,794 00 
36,664,194 00 





15,040 00 


15,040 00 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, November 30, 1826. 





No. 5. 


Statement of the stock issued under the act of Congress entitled ‘An act supplementary to the act for the 
indemnification of certain claimants of public lands in the Mississippi Territory,” passed March 3, 1815. 


Amount of claims awarded, per statement No. 5 of the last report.................- 


$4,982,151 12} 








*The amount of the 6 per cent. stocks of 1813, exchanged under the act of March 3, 1825, was stated last year, by 
estimate, at $1,585,138 88; the accounts of the Commissioners of Loans have since been adjusted, and the true amount 


ascertained to be $1,539, 336 16, one moiety whereof, or $769,668 18, is redeemable in 1829, the other in 1830. 
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Whereof there was paid in for lands, per said report.............. cece cece ceee eee $2,447,539 39 
Payments at the Treasury to the 30th September, 1825, per said state- 

NN rho Pek ss VENT Nhs oe keds oe ka ed ewe N one he SRRaO MEMOS $1,826,765 56 
Payments at the Treasury from Ist October, 1825, to 30th September, 

ee ee ee eee ee ae ee ee ee ee 450 00 

1,827,215 56 

Balance outstanding on the 1st October, 1826, consisting of certificates 

EE CERN 5 bec V KOSS 400 FE DOD KASS HRk OED eoRER SORE 7,355 57 
NT III xis cee dawn 6.50 ke oo EK EE Chon oee seeds 44 60} 


7,400 174 








4,282,151 12} 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury Department, Register’s Office, November 30, 1826. 





STATEMENTS 


EXHIBITING THE REVENUE ARISING FROM 


DUTIES ON MERCHANDISE, TONNAGE, ETC., 


During the year ending December 31, 1825; referred to in the Annual Report of the Secretary of the Treasury 
upon the State of the Finances, of December 12, 1826. 





A. 


Statement exhibiting the duties which accrued on merchandise, tonnage, passports, and clearances; of debentures 
issued on the exportation of foreign merchandise; of payments on domestic distilled spirits and domestic 
refined sugar exported; of bounties on salted fish exported; of allowances to vessels employed in the 
Jisheries; of expenses of collection and of payments made into the Treasury during the year ending on the 
31st day of December, 1825. 


$31,707,794 32 


ee eee ee ee eS ee re ee ee ee ere 
Se ee ee 138,847 83 
EET CETTE TTR E TEE ECT TY CCCe TT CTE TET TEC T eee 12,638 00 
Drawoeack On Toreign Merchandwe Cxported . .... occ csce cece secs ccccencsseceeses 6,391,783 57 
Drawback on domestic distilled spirits and domestic refined sugar exported............ 3,565 00 
Bounties and allowances ............seceeeees EEE eee ee ee ee eee 209,285 57 
ea a he a ek pied as ss +a RA SEDER SEDANS RW RE RTOS OS ROR ROD 25,254,646 01 
NE eT ee eT eee eee Cee e eT eee TTT eT eee Eee ee Tee 843,903 16 
ie in ea nies eked Sakae heise eke RAO ws CLOSE THERE CREA Se eK WS 24,410,742 85 
ee SUCRE I iia. ks Sooo sinless ve neasaseabe Ged es ees sud eneces 20,098,713 45 








Nore.—Table A, which accompanies the annual report of the Secretary of the Treasury of 
December 12, 1826, was prepared before the books of the revenue for the year 1825 
were closed. By that table the duties on merchandise are stated to be............ $31,673,687 67 


To which add— 
Bonds taken in Key West for duties on merchandise, the particulars of which were not 
































ne UE ME MINI in 565s enw ben nnd eanedteand! skedebasedencnees 34,106 65 
ET ee ee eee Le ee ree ree eee eT ee eer ee eee 31,707,794 32 
Pere Uk MNPRNUIIOD CRONOON goo s oisisicccee is sinesieescnscseeecadeaes ceecensens $6,391,778 69 
I OPT CETTE CET C CT CTT CCT OCT TC eT CELE TERT E EE CETTE ET 4 88 
I a A hag es cr acl a a lee ela a AW A SOR OR Ro WW RDS 6,391,783 57 
i se ea fig id PNG kdb DARE NORN SERRA ES ene R Dae eee eas oan $862,341 67 
Deduct surplus of emoluments...............eeeeeeeee ee ere Tt eee Tere rey 18,438 51 
IE RES ane Oe ee Oe ee ee er ee ee ee eee ee ee 843,903 16 
I idan bau euees sess SS cam ne Se ee eT eT eee ete $24,358,202 57 
sg ttl oh ee e  ee $34,106 65 
Bee Se HE I, GIG on ne soe a ahi oss pin wena dads c0beenes 18,438 51 
52,545 16 
ee NO MONON, iis ices ves secdescarsaesecesesereees 4 88 
nat 52,540 28 








th ti atitenn eine sinh cakes Vian awuminwcns oesremieesetic 24,410,742 85 
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B. 


dise, tonnage, passports, and clearances. 


MERCHANDISE PAYING DUTIES AD VALOREM. 




























































[No. 763 








Statement exhibiting the values and quantities, respectively, of merchandise on which duties actually accrued 
during the year 1825, (consisting of the difference between articles paying duty imported and those entitled 
to drawback re-exported; ) and, also, of the net revenue which accrued that year from duties on merchan- 


























7,285 dollars, at 12 per cent.......... eee eee eee eee renee eee ees $874 20 
1,569,003 dollars, at 12} per Cent...... cee cece cece eee eee eee e eens 196,125 36 
2,982,362 dollars, at 15 per Cent... 2.1... eee eee cece reece eee eeeees 447,354 30 
8,619,757 dollars, at 20 per Cent.......... ec ee cece cece eee e eee anne 1,723,951 40 
30,804,852 dollars, at 25 per Cent.... 2.2.6... cece eee eee ener ee eeee 7,701,213 00 
5,865,022 dollars, at 30 per Cent.........e eee e cece e eee eee ee eeee 1,759,506 60 
5,155,110 dollars, at 334 per cent............. cece eeceecceseeeeeees 1,718,570 00 
15,038 dollars, at 35 per Cent........ccccccccesccccccsccceccons 5,261 55 
196,439 dollars, at 40 per Cent... 1.22. ccc ccccscscccccccescesvecs 50,575 60 
560,349 dollars, at 50 per cent... . 2... ccccccccscccsccssccccvees 280,174 50 
55,105,812 dollars, at — percent.............sceeseeeceececeeeuees 13,883,606 51 
22,316 exported, at 74 per Cent. ..........cccrccccccscccsvecssees 1,666 20 
scala $13,881,940 31 
55,683,596 
DUTIES ON SPECIFIC ARTICLES. 
1. Wines—2,688,640 gallons, at 25.37 cents average..............00008- $682,111 15 
2. Spirits— 4,114,046 gallons, at 43.82 cents average............ 00.0 eee 1,802,766 52 
Molasses—12,430,622 gallons, at 5 cents............- cee cece cece eees 621,551 10 
3. Teas—6,557,629 pounds, at 33.53 cents average........... 200. eee eee 2,198,787 46 
n= wes, ce) WOMMEE BES Gems. ..... cn ccsacsccvsccsvesvass 1,117,886 05 
4, Sugar—47,504,033 pounds, at 3.06 cents average............... 0000s 1,457,769 52 
Dy Remand te ONE, BE BO COREG 0 woo anos cee eneseeoecsesseseees 107,475 60 
ee oe cere rex eae hwa enh akewewke 2,386,698 20 
10,975,025 60 
24,856,965 91 
Add duties which accrued on merchandise, the particulars of which were not rendered by 
the Collectors, after deducting therefrom duties refunded and difference in calculation. 26,037 69 
Add 23 per cent. retained on drawback ............cccccscccccccccscees $175,923 21 
10 per cent. extra duty on foreign vessels...............cecceceeces 19,916 91 
Discriminating duty on French vessels ..............scesecccccsecs 2,558 19 
enn Oe UNDUE III 5. sn bv oc cceWeisee ees bas ceeeecacas 22,664 49 
a Ee ne eee eee Tn 2,658 78 
223,721 58 
i ots 65k aa en kes eee ebkew Rab eeaeeewa eee 25,106,725 18 
nr tlabiatae ll CE EEE Eee $120,647 73 
AEE eee Pere ee rey err ere rrr 18,200 10 
— 138,847 83 
cs Radics beh Dona b ead aeRO SOMO A week O04: 6ROUNESESEE EER 12,638 00 
25,258,211 01 
peanot drawback on domestic apirite. ............66 0055 csccecccececsece $1,952 32 : 
Deduct drawback on domestic refined sugar............ccccceceeeeecees 1,612 68 
3,565 00 
I eRe Ea kina uae bei wee ee ad wus ede oeaR wane caNesade bun 25,254,646 O01 
OES 5h ban oe hh edd od Khe EKEWE KMS o wriee SRR VARA ERs 843,903 16 
AE Soo ee bab ka ai ch Ska REM Loe RN Www RNa NA tia hcee ba walce helaek 24,410,742 85 
Explanatory statements and notes. 
: 1. WINEs. 
EE ET ee Try oe aE ae ee 161,396 gallons, at 100 cents, $161,396 00 
Te SOND, 5 5 divs sss cenccdvsweses se 13,332 do. at100 “ 13,332 00 
Sherry a EE Te ere ee eee 8,264 do. at 60 “* 4,958 40 
cats tk, “Hina, tap Lee eee 245,662 do. at 50 “ 122,831 00 
NN ind bbb e568 Snee dees baeocecadwas 126,333 do. at 40 “ 50,533 20 
Rene WE, WMEIOE ook kb b i vccsccwsecs ey ee re 60,084 do. at 30 “ 18,025 20 
| SR eee ee ene rer ere eer ere 2,073,569 do. at 15 “ 311,035 35 
2,688,640 682,111 15 
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2. SPIRITS. 

Prom OTA. ....6.0cecees. ies eeewee lat proof........ 1,001,544 gallons, at 42 cents, $420,648 48 
Vaeereres 52,657 do. at45 “ 23,681 82 
a ere 131,155 do. at 48 . 62,954 40 
i. eee ee 7,715 do. at 52 “i 4,011 80 
Me Weep aces 3,388 do. at 60 2,032 80 
Other MAUriAs. 02.0.6... ccc aecccces OF GEiheacs 674,085 do. at 38 “ 256,152 30 
De Mis cemens 786,131 do. at 42 ” 330,175 02 
a ee 1,418,948 do. at 48 - 681,095 04 
a eee ee 37,548 do. at 57 - 21,402 36 
re eas Pere ee ee re Me Qiscacdacas 875 do. at 70 ” 612 50 
4,114,046 1,802,766 52 

3. TEAS 
tak 5b RU ERKAAER RR KEWONS COON ASK VERRAN 91,755 pounds, at 12 cents, $11,010 60 
hi SLAACEEN CA AS- KS s HOES HE SDS 4 ORDER ESOS 1,032,516 do at25 “ 258,129 00 
Hyson Skin, eta set heee raed ahh eds Gane xe ees 2,197,041 do. at 28 * 615,171 48 
Hyson and Young Hyson............0-eeeeeeeeeeeeees 3,039,148 do. at 40 “ 1,215,659 20 
GK t RADARS RRR HE GENE ASF Oe eee DR eee oH eH Os 197,169 do. at 50 “ 98,584 50 
Extra duty on teas imported from other places than China. ...........ee sees eee eee eee ees 232 68 
6,557,629 2,198,787 46 

4, SUGAR 
Ae iA ae RN KAREN A 059 OWNS SL KEOREER 44,239,180 pounds, at 3 cents, $1,327,175 04 
I I SIN ein ik 466 dR AoW TSH arse eee ON 3,264,853 do at4 130,594 12 
47,504,033 1,457,769 52 

5. SALT 
PNG Cie S6h5e ed s6 4d AEDRRK SRO ~EOSRORTAO SaaS 4,639,160, at 20 cents, $927,832 00 

Ne EEE EETT EC TELETE CETTE ETE 55,354 
Bounties and allowances reduced into bushels, at 20 cents 1,046,428 
———— 1,101,782, at 20 cents, 220,356 40 
3,537,378 107,475 60 
6. ALL OTHER ARTICLES. 
Articles, Quantity. Rate of duty. Duties. 

Carpeting, Brussels, Wilton, &C....ccccceecccceccncccccceeceeceese esse sess seeseesens yards...... 79, 188 50 $39,594 00 
Venetian and ingrain .....sececscccccccccccesccccceeessaccesessesseeseees QGecncceus 519, 392 25 129, 848 00 
All Other, KC... cceccccccvccccecvccceseeeeew cesses sess sesssecesssenees ees dO...eeeee 5, 124 20 1,024 80 
ACCEL UNL W sa a wc ols i000: 0.0 0.0 61056610 61010'0(0::0.06.08:5:06.06 0100.00.04 Sloss elele'sin wpeieéacines osceee O.cevccee 4,072,910 33 152, 734 18 
WAWERAT ine ois cisicle ris es oaisiaisals Sie-cele eis's cle awieics osiewi se SoaGlsis saioaisineogesnacwencesenencs gallons..... 20,082 8 1,606 56 
Beer, ale, and porter, bottled ....cccccccccecccccccecccscccccccsceccccccsocccs voce cece dO... .ceee 57,615 20 11,523 00 
IIE scr na skiicninin kngnekeetardewdesieisaceiaconoemin ened dOncscosse 7,051 15 1,057 65 
ROIS ENTTIAOOT cipn0150's'e's as wee us oes e.clceeeee esos 6066 0060.0600 e000 cencescece- seceeecns dO... eeee 5 25 1 25 
Whale and Other fish.....ccccccccccccccccccccce. cescceccrecececesseceeeeessoueees dOecccccee 351 15 52 65 
OliVE, IN CASKS.....c cece ccccececseccesces eveseeessee Seeeseeseseesese serene eens dO...e eee 72, 021 25 18,005 25 
CASLOF sees ccesccccccccececceceeces sees ceceescenes seers eens sees eeeese cesses eees dO... eens 1,017 40 406 80 
TINS€OM. oo cceccrccccccccccvccccccccccccscceses sess sess sess sess sess sees eens scenes GO. ..0 0006 67, 125 25 16,781 25 
NEMPsSed.... sececececeeccecces covccassesccesssecsrss sess eese sess sess sees seeess dO.eeeveee 25, 994 25 6,498 50 
clit 1. ee ere errr rrrrrrrre rere reer rrr errr errr irre ree dO.... 000 19 25 475 
MWOCOR Ys 0 is'via'sioib'n:0.0.0 00 vsi6'o.0's\s visieinis 0 s(00's ve ceeic 600d cucccrineesscteeecectecessecceeese pounds,..... 146, 463 2 2,929 26 
WDE OENIC irisisc wisledisic cs se Ge swbinetc Nelsvas cele VeceSes beets see selequicwea cese'sisiee seine dO.ceeceee 1,967 4 78 68 
PAMOUMCHMEV cE ccees!  Leaeislvcldieasvuwianel<seweeseisesceeeteesssesenecet cise enecnes O..ccccee 718 12 86 16 
AOD ivic'sis:dis'o'e.c 0149s Wis elsinreewccinga ce bese sees ee Oenbecececieceses cceeeeeetescee GO. .ccceee 477 122 57 24 
IGEN ROMO 010.0'00sic sin sinc 641610109 69.66.05 06.06 00.046o0c beeeeets vesbicccccicecceceveee GO. cee cee 140 10 14 00 
AMINE FORA ONINES © 126 276 0/015 Gino 10 6 6 6 wis winreiwin Wwreid wig ON SIS s bie'G:s weal bareuodie seed eeeinews selemeees dO.cccccee 943, 441 3 28, 303 23 
CUITANIS. oo cc cccccccccccecvecce cece cesses cece cccece cece ceceeceeeces sees secees dO...ceeee 95, 135 3 2,854 05 
PUUMCS SUA UME ccicscccc cess ccccsiescccns 0006 Ge0ceccdoccecvnvcctssosceses Osccc seve 138, 801 4 5,552 04 
i!) OPE ERO dO. .ceceee 784,994 3 23,549 8&2 
TAISINS, JAF ANG MUSCALE].....ececeeecceeccescesccecsesseseeeseesesseceeeeeees dO. csecece 1, 766, 797 4 70,671 88 
Resi enaaAcen enna aman ieuininiensireemenobenaniishanetsneinntas dOsccsicees 1,619,094 3 48, 602 82 
MGRMMP CM ERI Wi ance esses aa ceccinescslsietukacleaeaedene seseeescavesecnorescesegees GOsinxisees 38, 006 5 1,900 30 
WAX crecccsccccccccccccesencesssens seeeseseeseseseesesesess cesses eneeees dO.sseeeee 2,081 6 124 86 
WEMECBO Leeann eavesie senses swbeseen esos osceoeescecetes ceeieeele even seineeasieestos seccueld dO... .e00e 33, 571 9 3,021 39 
BS COED syain's 00906 Wintel aie'siai¥)e/ovu'e o/s ieieloVe’eisie’ slg slew laie'a.e1ais/e'4ce'0 s oicin'o aves eieieiaieia eiaievs oteieisie ore @ninsieiela GOcscerese 220, 909 4 8,836 36 
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Articles. Quantity. | Rate of duty. | Duties. 

| 

= 
TANOW «0009550000410 000000000000000000008 Pfs cub wusnacwscne she seeeeeesoeesecanie pounds...... 134, 076 | 1 $1,340 76 
Niee oo co csc cnc cp cans abnosemesabscnbe suns astenens 529s ¥s00 b0ss409s LS GaansiseserOispeanaie 8 3 | 24 
bet Rie OE wince nnn occ nsocninn snsesevone sess osnees soreeesessorscoceswessenasasos MD sswseues 188,711 | Q 3,774 22 
Hams and bacon.... cece ceccecscccee soccsecceeccceestecsenesessscsssessseeescesens BOsscs0ese 17,701 | 3 | 531 03 
BBUUCL <ocacssacscec cacssecscenocncsesecsccesvesccccos cece sUeousseasesenoeerasssneee Hosraes<6s 1,832 | 5 91 60 
Vitriol, blue or Roman ......e0eeeeeeeeeeeeenseee tees sere eeenneeeesaeneaeaeeeseneeees WD secassis 9,179 | 4 | 367 16 
Oil OF ocovcvccvccev0000000000000:060000.0000000000 0000 c0scessscececccors yy Occcccces 30, 816 | 3 | 924 48 
Camphor, crude .....0.eeeeeeeeeen cece ceeees Bre i ce ha oo heen eisheeanmane AGiiiasiws 57, 703 8 4,616 24 
ic ohcbindniaatniaetenecnibtasiievencntebikehen thabsevemianabent icsiscces 226 | 2 | 27 12 
Salts, Epsom........+seeeesccessees EES UEE Ui SoESn TELE nib eb hen wanacrasann aspen renee Hpseenerh. 108,191 4 | 4,327 64 
TUNES 439409900 So Sod Poss so ee sebsteareuetensenen dOserness. 286 2 | 572 
Spices, Cayenne pepper. ...eeeee ceeeeeeeeees pepe aes shabeseernemeaerece seebeneee ears  eeeyry 189 | 15 | ‘ 28 35 
“83955 5 ade A ee eo ee HOscnescs> 926 | 2 18 52 
SRR EUAN REE Cee w ence sals boo Sau Eee Spee Senne wS Same ewk mabe enNa eS eaNe Hod cuxehs 17,479 | 100 17.479 00 
SUAREDNERD ioc nao 010000 0 00n'00n0's4we'nicissnninngo's's 6000 6801s 0500.00 \sieeseie 4000 000/s0 20's ROse sees.) 90,107 | 60 54,064 20 
CIBMAMON « 0006601050000 605000:0000.0008 BE eahsawabeeraeedeoaasasnee sabcnabaneeee NDsssscanws! 20,470 | 25 | 5,117 50 
PETA o. uLoneebenibneenaosnes soneneckhs waceneeanesieebne sees eens sour WD ssicwwes 27,219 25 6,804 75 
pepper, black.......cssccccceccceee sebeneens Sekeseshbsesseeousneseseuevesesee NOsscscoss 1, 465, 762 | 8 117,260 97 
DED borseapssccsonssausauknrsiwcesaeessseskeshasossensenescesulsdmens SSGeNIDSvcsien es 235,044 6 14, 102 64 
RARE EELEL EGRESS Ranh ees pe sseaseh ser auas haber sGnkue’ puaswessenenerehepeae Aeon asses 105,647 | 6 | 6,338 82 
Mohacco, ManwMctared, Be, ... 2... 2.0.00005800c0cceesensen cess cncsaccnessncecesses ODA chicwan } 397 10 | 39 70 
eet 10s 0), cp idcuduuieeiarisdcuebuohsiaxwesbink inspects iecnesede is caeys 414, 756 ao | 62,213 40 
BERN WGWHET 6550505551000 00> nena aoess 2s >s4ueee Sess necniesdslnsines cSenabenes seeuee UD scesaess 43,905 8 | 3,512 40 
Se REI ae ee cach cians 172, 688 3 | 5,180 64 
Glue..... PRESPER Scie Ge coi cos eb nook onsseRchhee Geese eniehauawasecinsbeie seerwnes peceMOspeaeenl 50, 363 5 | 2,518 15 
Paints, ochre, dry ..... «- SEE reruuesmoseeeoes Biche ee bcaranaeuseunens Sondoneeee Soauee HOsswnerne 403, 003 1 4,030 03 
71 eee ScEMbEoRsu ae panaceaeneens -aensi saseneae ssoueeweaenee ADsevecnws 4, 323 | 64 84 
white and red lead.......++++ PP UR ERE LSU Rash cL Wenie neat hale dake Ossadeewe 1, 768, 164 4 70,726 56 
UMN. cncs vee socvconesccdnesccsecsnccsnescncnssceseseses esos cass sess semetlOsssncass 246, 960 1 2,469 60 
Lead, pig, bar, and Sheet.....+seseeseeeeeeeeceeceeenceeeeeeecsseeeneeseaeens seaees Bbrscsesas 3, 934, 340 2 78,686 80 
MiNks u cbuxsoeuaeenee>ane sees SOEL CE AWE Sos RU ohbG wane oagG bo peau eR Eee eam eeey Bb scucvswn. 60, 206 3} 2,107 21 
Cables, tarred ......csseceseececenesceccccceeenncensaeessacsensceesesssesessese sees HOssess-s= 114,033 4 4,561 32 
Cordage, tarred......cssseecececcccceeccsccasssce cece ceseussececseessse cesses paaeh ee BGscseass- 235, 212 4 | 9,408 48 
MERDIOD s55045s8e00ns Sbbeneeueoeer iSkiechbabeschesaucechepwenye Sb owkuswawe MO sissies 176, 057 5 8,802 85 
Twine, untarred yarn, &C.......scccccccccccesccccccccceccessecscscccecs snceieacuneeGOsesesees 313, 748 5 15,687 40 
SOK ois ekcasbarectnnsdsnes. Se NA Te eT Ce es aieee MD seven wt 109, 158 12 13,098 96 
Copper, rods and bolts .......sccccsessees Scone Heese aseesreanaecenaas Seeaweears cueee Ossses 111,531 | 4 4,461 24 
BRUNI CRAPS oops Gnnei-n ccs <semanssvnsmeseiose> ssusbouswenoeeeee eee pee epulOpeasn bs 2,973 | 4 102 92 
RS aE MMKONG oy cece seep suas nessdabsesses se pean seawesissoons Sphwanebneaeer number...... 13,069 | 150 19,603 50 
I di svipeedenvekss esau eiananckebinisic peksnnssomccghnaeneee ere 12 | 250 30 00 
Iron and steel wire, notabove NO. 18......sssceesseeecerseensceesceesseeses as ae 580,270 | 5 29,013 50 
above No. 18......0.e00% SER oubiabeee Grane seeesneer SeubweabasbunsOsnns anise 205,699 | 9 18,512 91 
tacks, brads, and sprigs, not above 16 OUNCES. .....eeeeeeseeeeererees eeccccccee per M......| 32, 532 | 5 1,626 60 
PONV e AG UNCES ou cnuahioxecsbsssces ay. ...pounds...... 6,602 | 5 330 10 
MeN CUS eaee poses BL osbveesenerees EER Cenk Rabbiscanisauunaenule Dace eeawanees pane OOseeses2] 378,103 | 5 18,905 15 
Ns vaseniescvinsnnsansssecesssvenssesicsthassenesosese eoseanenes eerreer | veretren 27,815 | 4 1, 112 60 
ppmI rn WABI CS Bl’. 0c sscsnniwscvnsnccensoweeneeessebss cesses aese eres SopvelOsecsas ‘a 416,267 | 3 12,488 01 
ICED cuca cnpnsscucascwnss cesses snncswasss¥s eens icenseedees jescbeswerhusuer BOs cctanes | 186 | 4 7 44 
MLR Lb bcineraduneeosescasmessonvben heres sais Son ey: NDicesoees | 1, 496 | 109 1,496 00 
NPAMNN cEckcGecsbsenewaracosaunn Heyet Be Ls Sta atts pconecdanare pevtionicg NOs oxecens 50,836 ft 2 1,016 72 
SUMBGECcLuLiscenshs oe askabsaneh Fe LCE OR aiseh SER Swake ea Eu bese eel ab een eeeene Bbatcacoust 587,663 2 11,753 26 
hammers and sledges........sseeee0+ Sunn s boe Sees euaneaeiepeebomeus sepup es ohaetlOissanuse | 66, 262 | Qh 1,656 55 
castings, vessels Of .......ssss0006 baeeare paeeiees phim ebay awesbeueeean asians MOsceessns | 7710, 637 | 1} 11.559 55 
BSE ci sGnnnewenccowes ceuas Deu ENG Ob Sab enbwaSibnesenleeeones Sade kenesctlOsawscnent 436, 362 | 1 4,363 62 
round and braziers’ rods........ su beee SESS RSENS RS OM Dene aSbeeeneeseunerau eh sar eel Diecuapne 58, 127 | 3 1,743 81 
nail and spike rods........0+e05 peeeecausse ispanebbwebsee baie bas cabeciebes cones NOsacesaxs 14,078 | 3 422 34 
sheet and hoop,.........++- SECA REORE SBE M hab ALS on sheaks Fey eee 2,081, 367 | 3 62,441 01 
NN chitin senninnrsckiidiiecnasbaniias isnaaceian eikaties ee 70 | 3 2 10 
SOE pc esipknsiosenbeabensesnusnsceeo>s Bese Gib usw as ohuseba baneeeebeseisperasesause CWitesnses 17,273 | 50 8,636 25 
bar, Polled ..0..2.00000 pecdenes sccsecece bispeseunseaesn> yebenpekesass 6 s00ceccee BOlcesasent 79, 345 150 119,017 50 
Riss kccnninccencsesticsion aL easib ViasansinaRcianis are eaeon 484, 786 90 436,307 40 
RUDPL. Sav pewikonebewcbascabansennese sebnenenkee Seibewkeeeearee aceetinne® Sescawneeune AOscscons! 34, 146 100 34,146 00 
I cercebessabiinesctpnieancvncn pabdebebiekgubechaasbuasinene iain rer eee | 91,104 175 159, 432 00 
RA hed scishakiensannsibianv hast Soha i Eels Saleinccgsenhiishinly NT “ee 3 250 7 50 
SUEEME Kuck so bnesseneonassnwcsestesaswsnnes Sccabasnwenses sees oaeaneh pena saneeweee HOsaccsess 3,712 200 7,444 00 
SVE MOUT cis ke -keseakpsbacbanessaee Dobe Racoewasene SeSSRNaauReobeenes spsbacaeianiacnbal 88 50 44 00 
ORD ose ove sn ssscccccceccnceses vase oeneece bahasebebbow-weweesSessenees eocees oso sUBNEIS. <o00s | 816,414 6 48,984 84 
DURA coche krgceberabascecseceen i cienhsenbeneais \pkhapnnndenssnns sonownal peeEReee dO...4..| 3, 448 25 862 00 
Diisican pais hitirebessestesakoners Ses Wibchst siatcrssteubonstes eee eee | 958 10 95 80 
PRRIOER Goee ce sess sneene cree sseeee SaGNisbbaaheoesehehsbaseecesa soon eahenepeaa sone NOs. ccases] 36,911 10 3,691 10 
Paper, folio and quarto pOst,......e.eeeeeees Sbee cbse onmesesenes o00ccescccscccce sPOUNGS..000~ 12,753 20 2,550 60 
NE esd) eres ssbaee Pes sebaseesbeneanan bweeee a eee 540, 332 17 91,856 44 
DN puessscubesbhesen een cssens PLaGaeakeee benaeodansancupee eee “ren, 2,660 10 266 00 
sheathing..... SCC ECe oun hos RebEEEebeseeun Csaess Poeaeus psenioeete Saneumeese Motscesdeul 91,676 3 2,750 28 
all other.......+ Eu Rashes Seb eneeeseRiEsshesnbaeusaubuasenes oe esuascende sphaktieceensent 27, 569 15 4,135 35 
Books, printed previous to 1775.... ....... Ie Tr SwesbinaneeetOnawsayns | 1,237 4 49 48 
in other languages, &C.....secsececcsccecececs Sisbe Spal ceiseeswbuceeaneeneenaneeOseen sess 111,683 4 4,467 32 
Pith ea MANOA, MUGEN ob on ech ones aGhe esse Sanaiseeoss SiieaneenswadensexeeesllOeusesens 5, 882 15 882 30 
in boards. seseee.ee one cccccceccseces seeeedOseeeces- 7,003 13 910 39 
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Books, all other, bound Sawwidesadesmed Ore CKOb side wewieee sisie Syisieie sole tavceccces s POUMUB ccs s 13,013 30 | $5,703 90 


PU WOW wee iinisinc sewe ose tiessceegence d6bescecceese! 850s osce0ces AOccesves 82,677 26 21,496 02 

Glass, cut, ANd NOt SPCCHIEd 06. cecees cece eceeseceteer ence sees coer Saal Winnnees pesos COucbcece- 38, 225 3 | 1,146 75 
all other, &c. swlasisiesn Sisleaaeineis se esSeicsieil vaca weeaisiseeele ne vee Ome ce cies 982, 897 2 19,257 94 
apothecaries’ vials, not above 4 OUNCES... ce. . seeeeeeeeesesecers oe ee cece cece BTOSSseceee 3, 258 100 | 3,258 00 
NOt AHOVE 8B OUNCES 2... cove ccccvereeereesseessccececs cess AO rececees 367 125 | 458 75 

Hotties; mon abawe Mequirts sci sac cncsssisswslscieeeees aeuls<ecslecseiiseseesccccecesdOnenscoss 13,697 | 200 | 27,394 00 
NOt AHOve 2 QUALIS 00020 occ ceceeccsecccecccccccecs cece veces secs soeclOcceccaes 22 250 55 00 

not above 4 quarts....6- ceveee eee MNase) 6ekeew GdesiecreSecbiages ogee QOr wsineece 4 300 12 00 
Window, not abOVE 8 by 10. cscs cece ceeaceereeereccsrers cece cess cesens 100 Sq. fCCt.ceee. 686 300 2,058 00 
NOt aAbOvE 10 by 12 .... cscecrcccscce-ccccccvcsccess socccecvessecess ADseee vee 730 350 2,555 00 

above 10 by 12 .ccecers cee cocce cocccser coccecccccesccer eee coesees ADecce ces 3,719 400 14,876 00 

uncut, in nil thew saecies ais saice:ciain 5 steel acies lac deia'siseislee cionswiaia'cis/eseededsloct sesso UOrecnosie 77 400 308 00 
eMijOhns 2.0. cee ceeeeeceescsvcreesecens Siccuaaeucinet panes seeewe secu cece Deaeenoceces 32, 301 25 8,075 26 








Fish, dried or SmOKed. .. .ceceeeseceeee seeeceeeceescveseeeececesee: Deawterceteees quintals...... 1,556 100 | 1,556 00 
| 


salmon, pickled ...seeeees secseeceee-eees t ccccce cece cece cece cece cece cone sees DAITElS soeees 1,540 | 200 3,080 00 
mackerel, pickled .cseseesssee cece soecceeceeees ces tee ereecccc cece cece sees ceesdOeeescees 257 | 150 385 50 
all other, pickled ..ceeeeseeeee eens aiststeles inewiaematacieaisercc:a sauieislessleineaswcctecie A @ucea oun 648 | 100 | 648 00 
Shoes and clippers, silk.... .. ccceccccsesccccccsescccsccrevesecsses cess cece Dee Pairs. ..seee. 1,245 | 30 | 373 50 
PLUNEC..cccecee ceccee cece cece ccecec cesses sees ceneeeseeere secs eesseses seen es dO eeeeveee 1,747 | 25 | 436 75 
Jeather, MEN’s, KCrcceseceees soseeecccececcveeseeens sesseees eeec cee. cece creed resseere 1,481 25 | 370 25 
CHRON NS oc cnic'c ccicie's 0:0:06:0:010106046.0000060% coeces cece cneedeees cocceces 60s ccesAOccescvee 1,105 15 | 165 75 
boots and bootees. ....+- oo ce cccc ccc coeees cece ceee cece ccc seccce secs ceeseeeelOs cccces 218 150 327 00 
Cigars .ceseeccaecees eee eveeceeece Evie SONNSSECOCSEEG SENs Chess Ceenee uso beeeaeaces per M...... 21,377 250 | 53, 442 50 
Playing Cards woes sess sceecccevces cece cecses cess ceesvees ess essses rece? cee cecccccces PACK coves 8, 894 30 | 2,668 20 





2, 395, 343 53 
Deduct excess of exportation over importation— 


Saltpetre, refined, 1,495 pounds, at 3 CENtS .. cc. seee cere cees cece ceeccsceresecsceeees S44 85 
Snuff, 97 pounds, at 12 CENtS ...eeeeeccee cece eeeeceee cereeeeeees sees Cece secs cocces ll 64 
Cotton, 136,124 pounds, at 3 cents 6... eeeesees voce eevecodcccccccscccescccccsocccce 4,083 72 


4,140 21 
Exports at former duties— 


Duck, Russia, 100 pieces, at $2.... coccecsceeeceeees Neesite noises Reeelseaven walebions BACT 200 00 

Ravens, 180 pieces, at $1 25.......ceeeeecscecs ecccccece ecccececcccee sivldoimes 225 00 
Sheeting, brown, 410 pieces, at $1 60.........seeeeceeceecees ecccccccc cece cccccccccs 656 00 
Raisins, other than jar, &c., 3,000 pounds, at 2 cents....... ReleseGWReselueh seneeer aces 60 00 
Candles, tallow, 2,326 pounds, at 3 Cents..... sccccecceccceccececces aslksiolneetermemecie 69 78 


Soap, 4,256 pounds, at 3 cents..... diein's(pie\e eile e'0i0s'4 0160 eit bieeiow eee ose ais avecoteteieraignae 127 68 
White and red lead, 765 pounds, at 3cents......ceseseceeeevees aiaipialaisinidig seiecelelesicaiele 22 95 
Cordage, tarred, 10,378 pounds, at 3 cents ....... Damas eoemcbene Gases sienveteenens 311 34 
BPO TANG 0g te PEN Sc AG CERIN 0:0 6) s.c/a:k'c 0 0:010.6 6 016:6. 6010.6 86 (e.e bined 6:0 d.sinierwie coe sesisiesad 276 12 
sheet and hoop, 662 ewt., at $2 50.........508 eocvccccce Soe siou ss oviveeoce secses 1,655 00 
hammered, 1,155 cwt., at 75 cents......eeceeeeeees oe cccccccccccces cece cccccs 866 25 


Glass, window, not above 8 by 10, 14 100 square feet, at $2 50....... ccc eeeeee evens 35 00 





8,645 33 
eee ee 


2, 386,698 20 














C. 


A statement exhibiting the amount of American and foreign tonnage employed in the foreign trade of the 
United States during the year ending on the 31st day of December, 1825. 


American tonnage in foreign trade..... ee TT rT eee ee eee (Meese ee 
i re Cen eee 94,836 


Total tonnage employed in the foreign trade of the United States................. 981,847 


Proportion of foreign tonnage to the whole amount of the tonnage employed in the foreign trade of the 


United States, 10.6 to 100. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury Department, Register’s Office. 
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Statement exhibiting the amount of drawback payable on merchandise exported from the United States during 
the years ending on the 31st day of December, 1823, 1824, and 1825, compared with the amount of duties 


which accrued on the same, respectively. 












































1823. 1824. 1825. 

Species of merchandise. Duties | Drawback Duties | Drawback Duties | Drawback 

accruing. payable. accruing. payable. accruing. | payable. 
Value, at 7} per cente.sscseeseeereeeeeeees ra $111, 424 | $40, 426 ee | $41,921 casein $1,594 
ThE, eee Pe Shs Peer aree eryy: ree pice en |eseeessevsseesns a ee 
$8B ..cthOsorescrececoesere Eee Nema A CREE Seon a bien seteeeeeees One 140, 269 | 22,172 402,511 201,149 
Ee “ener ren pbeeub unin | 2,684,057 | 577, 969 2,144,874 | 528, 592 774,549 318, 526 
66) 0elinunkaoncincons seeeseseesses| 1,255,423 30,471 1,375,146 | 77, 344 1, 972.503 242,027 
a ee 5 tg atcha niaeane hci | 4,639, 526 752, 732 5,082,697 | 804, 021 9,010,971 1,279, 208 
50K TC eis 524,589 | 29,750 1,626,816 | 76, 965 1,924, 827 160, 789 
BSL. cs 0D. onvwenws cniceee cece cece cccene tesececeaceeceeeleescccaseeseses|eecsescecene sees eeeseeseeees eee 1,756,515 36,939 
Rai os ueips hes birewee ess SO Se lceSeweuts siaiseios 733 153 5,492 295 
40 ....dO..cevecccccccce ons ens 6e40s005|ecee ovcccccccces jteeeeeeeeeeee see 13, 390 69 51,223 631 
OD ci BDiconsunvsdonesvesnsnen tend scestehicdeeenaans idbelaeanaesae 84, 526 682 284, 451 4,158 
Duck, Russia .....+eeseceeeeeees cccccccccccccccs 68, 861 11, 400 96 DyRO Aswiesteiyssieeissees 195 
RNR i ccecbits anaes ceepisions aural 51,591 | 12,048 525 9,599 25 204 
PIMIaN Spee bcacaueceeaceerscuessahesoeess} 3, 923 88 1,090 MGB lccswcaswes pai seie sissies set Oana 
Sheeting, DFOWN coccccceccesecececevssesesere eee 46, 426 39, 442 1,501 20, 768 eeeeee . 640 
~ white...... pensviccamsanvieeenecn 1, 808 439 vaetamias ss] “yf Sere TO ee peasGhisceas 
Carpets, &c., Brussels .... ceseeseeeeeeceeees shove : jteeees Seeees shie oa SOE EET 42,017 2, 362 
Venetian........e00s Baa hatuslivexikesbennians re ee 57,514 |...... shee 130, 992 1,116 
SIERO TT (eee pnnsicutencudait OR Fc cctarcineaes’ vg een 
Cotton bagging......sseceeeeeeeee ses ants eiechiax ants saline 81,114 | 208 153, 256 508 
Wine, Madeira ........+.+ ieveonees er eee 102, 797 33, 530 121,293 | 11, 120 170, 452 | 8,814 
Burgundy....ceceeccccesceceess eccccccees 4,129 | 66 4,852 leveeeeeeeeee eens So 2 a ae ae 
Sherry and St. Lucar.....sseeseceeeeecees | 21,986 16,024 17,777 | 10, 399 19, 193 13, 878 
Lisbon, Oporto, &c....... seteseeeeeeeneee! 34,092 | 15.947 141,075 | 6, 969 137, 505 14,281 
Teneriffe, Fayal, &c..... eco cccecocecccces | 85, 664 | 11, 320 67,431 | 12, 032 77,852 26,635 
claret, in bottles......sssse0 Sn enn | 25,502 | 4,058 23,756 | 9, 400 32, 876 14, 467 
all other, in casks ...... ceeeeeeeeeeeeeeees| 304, 023 | 97,275 242,049 | 96, 310 380, 831 67,770 
Spirits from grain ......+-+++ eoccee cocccveces veel 137,639 | 11,532 447.724 20, 003 540, 173 24, 760 
other materials ....cccccoccsccecccces 1,715, 930 168, 418 2,158,466 | 217,078 1,471,357 168, 085 
Molasses ....esseeeeeees peeeesceeee oe eeececeeees | 665, 503 210 645, 412 | 820 622, 325 78 
Vinegar .....++- Sy eee inapaweeeelabiens soem saunas joes benbes sens 712 | 95 1,989 373 
Beer, ale, and porter pearhensinkebneebennnbeseeel 16, 855 | 658 13,015 | 245 12, 682 99 
Oil, spermaceti .......e.cesceccoees TT 6,860 | D814 |rcccccccccccccesioccs cece Seaisiviee A We ceunn esas re 
whale and other fish ...... Spheeeehae sees oees | Jif ee ese peibeusbis 65 . ose De Tesensaceesenensie 
hemp seed | | wece seael sea seeusewer 6, 880 372 
olive, in casks .......+4. bein eee 17,519 | 5,053 32,677 14,284 
TAPE SEED. ce eeeerceeeerees pasabnoaeeses pose leaneae spkseeabele sae seen eaws enswesyases Spee ase Rrenaweenes 
PE chicken eb neon wbsbaa nonsense 440084 0¥ Bhs eseleseeweseusawes BO tcessueesees te 1,070 580 
on. DSA Pe eee ae Bos ee so SS 6,095 2, 423 20, 195 3, 326 
Teas, Bohea.......+++0+ Pee Sak aehekhare 99, 032 28,010 36, 095 29, 643 36, 905 5247 
ENR, ciicbsensineotnns Savckebecke tek 571,819 169, 274 556, 341 77,321 484, 934 221, 046 
Hyson Skin, &C...... eee eeeveee cecccccece 624, 301 71, 465 512,659 14, 893 959, 262 335, 449 
Hyson and Young Hyson........ ceeecees 1, 123,671 165, 740 1, 303, 154 91,310 1,640, 453 414,071 
Imperial......ecseee er 231,959 96,715 261, 407 80,648 297, 894 194, 326 
SUNIED cencs bebswesaeewokessasbeussunsaren > ss0 5s 1, 967,635 1,006, 891 2, 063,551 1,014,777 2, 202, 208 1,051,901 
[POPGR oc. 2ee>scncsceunecene TT 51,089 | 34, 142 69, 220 49, 854 53, 202 48, 956 
Chocolate 22.0 ccccccccccccccccccccsccccecccccccs 3: Insescaneseaeanee 62 2 81 2 
IR icrisnens wiccencnssssvercastionsies 1,703,024 | 422, 809 2, 524,530 320,668 1,870,561 528, 165 
White ...c.00cececcces wenessosseeee ye 280, 919 227, 528 470, 859 247,319 336,658 200, 339 
candy and loaf ....... Pecauavedeuihcucuenl 295 | 54 128 3 153 9 
Other refined .....e-ceeesecee © seceeeees 57 ieee anes 15 $000 secre ener EE |swwgcncsicecesre 
Fruits, almonds..... 2 60s600cncccccvercsecescscee 12, 389 571 18, 306 2,034 33, 084 4,640 
CUITANIS 2.20 cccccecccccccccceccsccces 5, 158 569 4,613 589 2,854 |.rccccccccvccee 
prunes and plums......sseccecececeseees 4, 862 150 7, 406 377 6,027 463 
DEE ppsocesapkbsensssernneess che . 16, 034 1,415 18,001 1,516 27,842 4, 182 
PERSIE, SUES DCs sasecenssesichws ones one 45, 785 6,876 59, 797 3, 082 75,978 7,975 
WEDES osivsrns dssnecnsen ens esses 37,594 12, 144 55,052 3, 124 ASME Tcocpwaweewewens 
Candles, tallow .....cseesececevees pa bh aes eouabon 3,551 4,465 2,152 1,177 3, 899 2,017 
WAX ANd SPETMACEHI.... cecccseccscccccce AOD: ecesdeweioaneues 18 151 244 116 
ROCEE ssc ben ee ae snabenscioernwescce ce cabeekewen 7,755 1, 750 2, 923 245 3, 545 499 
GED ssisecnbsone s0sScanssaens eae nee Senenisis ahne 17, 352 8,656 11,754 8, 489 17,094 8,174 
PMMOW inna 3 $508 cenecsabonneseneecesscsaseseeee 4, 303 4,235 yo yes ES Ssaenasa so 1,624 268 
Beefand pork ...0cc0covcesece ce ccccescccccccces woe cece cccsccccleccc eves veeeces 16 [occccccccccccces 8, 413 4,511 
Hams and bacon.......seseees Senn ep sbse eb anasablocsesseses eos cs eseee 259 35 SOL \gaassees seuss 
i ncannciosis aenbicckkours sebhabtielsbebedcas DETER eee EOE TTT Sree enn 12 11 
Butter...... Sey ee Pee Si aS DOT Seeenbnmere leetpNeunasts os INS Ubsvenesa cuss. 92 Reiswinwaws 
IN PEIINN sn insbdbsenwscdnuee ee oebnekone . saepbusiduseabaeeres IsOED Iscesausasneasces 37 80 
WAIN, OU WE neice ssccnsenccesensxe veccces beseabeni pense eevee eS eoccccccces 1,435 5l 984 58 
blue or Roman ..........00008 Cecrvccccveslocesvecevccccccs |ecccsevceces socsloccccccceccccccsleccs cscs vce ces . 367 |...... soccccecs 
ii a tc go os eat aero PE focsiutioes 4,616 1 
PRE ous sn ehese ens soeece se eabaeseboss kes woscdeesecxes piteielevanialtbans peas pnesibews bee s0isee\6eee ME Tisscweses sane . 
Salts, Epsom .......++- mE ae CEs Oe ss Guntnceuees See sae 6,631 249 4,454 123 
IMDEUE conse venvhnieseasacecess pusbabenselesnes sa ressueesale Saebesneens aes B lsewmenis Siehvienles Dvn waives sevee 















































STATE OF THE FINANCES. 








Species of merchandise. 


1823. 


STATEMENT—Continned. 





1824, 





Duties 
accruing. 


Duties 
accruing. 


Duties 
accruing. 


Drawback 
payable. 





Spices, Cayenne pepper...-.ceee ee ceeeeees eeeees 
MACE ooceccce Seceeese swesee Eveeseees base 
NNULMEBS ccc cvevccccccccccccscccccccccses 
CINNAMON 2 cocccccsccccscccscccccce ececee 
CLOVES vicccccscves Seusiseesoenen eeescceee 


pepper, black ...... oecccccccccre ee cccee 
PIMENLO weveeeeeeeeeeee eee eeeeeeeeee eens 


CASSIA. sere eeees CVC Seve ceeeseceee seeeedes 


Tobacco, manufactured, other than snuff.... .... 


Snuff... ccccccccceesesccccesceeee peewewalas seas 
[ndigO.ssseccecceee. seveeccecceressecceess camer 
COttONn o.2ecccccccccccccvscccccceceececccccccees 
Gunpowder......+- POVTTTTrerrrrrrr reer rere ree 


Paints, Ochre, Ary ....ssecccccccecccccvccccssess } 


Ml Dilvincsccnseecsicece bese vees votes 
GUNinO LOO ye cintws.ci basins sess eese sin esas 
whiting....... © ccc cccecce-coce cecccccccs 


Lead, pig, bar, aud sheet ........ wisiwawe! <3% aiemesers | 


manufactured into ShOt.....seeocceeececees 
Cordage and cables, tarred,......cecceecececvecs 


CAITEM ccc ccccccee coccscccsocess cece . 
untarred...... oo cececccccccccccecccccce 
Twine, yarn, seine, &C..... 2.666. 0 cccccccccs coee! 


COLKS wecececceccccccccceccseccecsevcvcsssescecs [eeeess coeeceeees 
Copper, rods and bolts.......s..00. suslesic wansaeee | 
SUNG RN APMC 5.50 5c sae scesccscenccee! 


Iron, muskets..... Caceeceecccccccccs coccccccecs 
FifleS.... esc S0ccecec cccccccocce 
wire, not above No. 18.,.... peeweccesete . 


tacks, not above 16 OUNCES. .... eee eeeeeees 


above 16 ounces.........6 Scbwisetwae | 


TRUS cccscecceces eben Weleweeudee ee 


SPIKES ccicisie. 606000 cevedesevaccsnes cieecee | 
Chain cables, KC..scsececeececvccecseccecesiee? 
Mill CrANKS. ...cccccccccccccccccccccccccccelseseoces 


Mil] SAWS .cccccccscccccceccccccecscccs 


ANCHOLS. 200 ccecvcccces es 


anvils...... oo ccceccccc cs coceescecececccces 
hammers and sledges .....cseccssccsscccees 
Castings, Vessels Of.....cccccecccccccccccece 


WON Sas wicecds ose seteccecscessnoeslese 


round and braziers’ rods ..sseeceseecececece 


nail and spike rOdS. ....-.sseecevseeeceecees|® 
sheet and hoop ....eeeeeeeeee ecceccccccccce eee 
Slit and rolled....cececseecceees Ceseececs seeleee 


CASTINGS orcecccecccccccccvcccvccvccccscscces 
Sheet, rod, And HOOP ..eeecseesececesceeeees 

PAE seas PPYTTELIT TT TTie rrr re 

MON NOUN cinco sieeeseseeseeseetvedtusesees 
hammered ...... er ere ee 

PO a dnewaesersuces ‘ 
MPMI c5556s04 ccsuee houtoeseeensescoaeseeeseess 
BRINE sieiieics coe eGleiewicese sles cerces'es ree 
SIIURELEN cco Ch ocaoaweseacen wes eben eecnsisosscess 
PION WOR ro cio.cdscsdns  0seieeseasasieiieiccnses 
a eee 
RIOR Ss iicewinies wesw aieiesetuiee cosine ees eecceece 


OE a sesaesis 
POMOER < sieongeecinsueaies 
Paper, folio and quarto pOst.....sssccceeceeecess 

POUINCOD chica wesinviascasies it uccinccu esis sees 


See me eeecee reer esse eeeeeeeseees 


PUN sv ieeswcncs Meusaseewins os ececes tee 


MICRUNMN Ts sos wesciscee re ceieeeess 


MN AOR sw 0000905040 kSodns CR ec eases eesal ees 


Books, printed before 1775 2.22.40. 


ee ereeereres 


Other than English .......ccc.cecesccccccs{ecs 


Latin or Greek, bound ......sescceeeseees 


in bOards...eccccoces ecccclece 
All Other, HOUNG 22.0200 vecccccccecccccccccetecccccs 
ME ORIMED sie 'vnn'n 064006000 0000c0e0)eo 














SHPO Se ee eee eee eeee esses eres eseeee tee 


eee eesres weeeeeeceraaltesee 





Glass, cut, and not specified.....ssseeeceeeeecs 


VOL. v——69 B 


37,007 
301,710 
46, 064 
56,311 
964 
275 
139, 995 
10,264 
5,121 
2,945 
4, 766 
5, 182 
282 
107, 082 
5,078 


13, 337 


See ewer ese eee es Hee eeeeeseesees 


25,137 


126,949 
525,315 


19,519 


103, 880 


2, 376 
12, 838 


eeeeee 


1,089, 402 


36,006 


Peewee ee eee eee eeeneess 




















7,631 
27,351 
14, 157 
20,697 

213, 046 
75, 724 
45, 581 

262 
750 
86,247 
22,92 

5,621 

5,295 

2.418 

5,373 

265 

130, 221 

2,900 
46, 250 
10,174 
3,164 
24,089 
1,910 
14, 402 
5,581 

175 
12 
7,266 
3 

22, 588 
25,123 
1,573 

183 

18, 238 

3, 162 
8, 159 


sc eaeelieibs amie 


1,274 
2,159 
4,235 

641 

6, 426 
4,052 
1,283 
289 
50,746 


Peer eeessescesel seeee 


7,999 
38,943 
6,314 
104,073 
360, 029 
21,325 
139,481 
524 

10, 652 
209 
848, 291 
45, 326 
144 

9 


72 
2,370 
58,636 
146 
1,043 
1,438 
64 
1,503 
366 
203 
2,111 
5,091 
590 























$29 
818 
23,715 
74,267 
13, 402 
20,910 


279,583 


54, 053 
58, 926 
43 

561 
121,032 
10,259 
5,499 
5,181 
2,518 
5,192 
65 
74,095 
2,470 


115, 082 


4,040 
5,722 
48,094 
8,903 
16, 428 
13, 964 
4,461 
103 
47,313 
43 

29, 086 
18,513 
1,626 
330 
19, 458 
1,114 
12, 492 
7 
1,496 
1,020 
11,753 
1,657 
12,671 
4,912 
1,744 
422 


9, 447 


128,560 
450,789 


39, 115 


159, 974 


929,635 


48, 998 





seen eee sess eee 


Sema were were ones 


eee eee wees eeeens 


35,485 
1,879 
1,132 

38, 009 


ee ee sees eeseeeee 


seer wees ees eere 


see were cere eres 


2 me aonermermren i" 
snc 9 ne won Tn ae a eS 
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STATEMENT-——Continued. 























1823, 1824. 1825. 

Species of merchandise. a, a Late aT ae 

Duties Drawback | Duties Drawback | Duties Drawback 
accruing. payable. | accruing. payable. | accruing. payable, 

| Tip ae eS ae aa ced 5 as Siete | is Se 
Glass, Other articles .....0ceeeeeseeeeeseeeeescees |occsccvcvccccccslecccccese- cesses $7, 902 $245 $20, 487 $1, 199 
apothecaries’ Vials..ceeeeeceeeeeeeeevevees [teense eeeeceeeeeleveeencerreeeees 2,974 13 3, 832 12 
DOTtIeS co.cc ec ceccccccccceccccvcsccsesecess $17,970 $957 20, 253 2,071 33, 570 55937 
WINKOW ...ccccccccscccccccccccsccose pseee 21, 466 240 9, 165 815 | 20, 260 233 
uncut, in plates .....seeeeeeee eens Sau sack Lab Skoh bean a aseoabueAeeepeneseees 517 28 | 307 | 505 
RUM cs cocksp season vetaccctennonuns icasssdausessenssesdesnatanas cons 4,610 1,904 | 12,136 | 3,959 

Fish, dried or smoked .....00eeseeeeeeeee cece eens DMIOL Wikssaseeesnwasass 12501 Ascscx alice whee. | 1,628 | widneevebeuse) 

BAMDOM ANCKICM cos seen0cessensseceusqeaes GIANT loess oacowkwwienss 3,431 | awsresies wees BMD Til cegeanaen nan 
mackerel ...dO....ccccccccceccccccccccccvecs Lay dixeasceaasteaess 1,145 | SSaNGRE Rae ResERD NS Veicawiwaas dawnt 
Se oe Bio couche we neee sche euseees “le Peery Beis ike Avceeeeeanoanees 647 ed abwae We aeneoent 
RONG SIUC cy anes esanrcepedsvccss ans ossnionenienne 1,390 860 492 206 | We Apecvetss aes 
RR ccvicsneecestthestcnvces isates 1, 408 6:36 921 276 | 1,041 | 6] 
Boots and DOOtees, ......ccceeececcescscccccceees 681 500, 335 Po 4 479 148 
OIBAES so os-oc v0 000500000 006019006 0000 06000500000 43,639 6,644 36, 378 9,926 | 59, 357 5,666 
Playing Cards... cece cece ceeewen cee eeeevecevees 280 [occccccccccccece BNE: fo ccsisussecsuee 4, 829 2,106 
Discriminating duty on French vessels .......++++ 4,002 Lesesewpe nes ecbeen. lchheiscneeesaaee 54 EOD” Nee we wes viewahe . 
ee rere 22, 409, 183 4,552,665 | 25,485,631 4,277,924 31,656, 422 6,391,779 

















- JOSEPH NOURSE, Register, 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, March 17, 1827. 
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ALTERATIONS IN THE REVENUE LAWS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE DECEMBER 15, 1826. 
RESOLUTIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF LOUISIANA. 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of Louisiana in General Assembly convened, 
That our senators in Congress be instructed, and our representatives requested, to unite and exert all their 
efforts to procure the adoption by Congress of an act amending the fiscal laws of the United States in 
such a manner as to effect the following purposes, which this General Assembly consider as of the utmost 
importance for the commerce of the United States in general, and for that of Louisiana in particular, to wit: 

1. That all goods entered for exportation may be warehoused for two years, in stores to be provided 
by Government, or by the importer, under the lock of Government, and under such regulations as 
Government shall think fit; and that the Secretary of the Treasury may be permitted to grant further 
time for any such goods to remain warehoused, if he shall see cause so to do. 

2. That spirits may be imported in casks of eighteen gallons or upwards, and that the proprietor of 
warehoused goods may be permitted, under such regulations as may be adopted by Government, to 
unpack, sort, separate, and repack any such goods, and to make such lawful alterations thereon as may 
be necessary for their preservation or for their sale and shipment. 

3. That the formalities required at present for cancelling bonds given on the exportation of debenture 
goods be repealed, and that, in lieu of the certificate of landing now required, an officer of the customs 
may accompany all goods so exported until at sea. 

And be it further resolved, That the Governor be requested to transmit, as early as possible, copies 
of the above resolution to the Secretary of the Treasury and to each of our senators and representatives 
in Congress. 

A. B. ROMAN, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
If. 8. THIBODAUX, President of the Senate. 





Approved February 3, 1826. If. JOHNSON, Governor of the State of Louisiana. 
197m Concress. | No. 765. [2p Sesstun. 





IMPORTATIONS OF SHEEP’S WOOL ON THE SKIN. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 20, 1826. 


Treasury Department, December 20, 1826. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 11th instant, “directing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to report to the House whether sheep’s wool on the skin is allowed to be 
imported free of duty, and how much of such wool has been imported during each of the two last years,” 
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I have the honor to submit a letter from the First Comptroller of the Treasury, with the correspondence 
therein referred to, which contains all the information in the Department upon the subject of the resolution. 
I have the honor to remain, with the highest respect, your most obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 
Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





Treasury Department, Comptroller’s Office, December 19, 1826. 

Sir: The resolution of the House of Representatives of the 11th instant, which you have referred t® 
me for the information required therein, directs that the Secretary of the Treasury report to that Hous® 
‘whether sheep’s wool on the skin is allowed to be imported free of duty, and how much of such wool 
has been imported during each of the two last years.” 

In reply to the inquiries contained in that resolution Thave the honor to state that upon the question being 
submitted to this Department, whether sheep skins with the wool on were entitled to the exemption from duty 
extended by law to raw skins or hides, it was decided that the skins were, but the wool was not so entitled. 

A copy of that decision being contained in a letter to Collector Steele, under date of the 20th of 
November, 1822, is enclosed herewith, numbered 1. 

It having been represented to the Treasury, in the month of April last, that a different construction 
was put upon the law by some of the Collectors, who, considering sheep skins with the wool on in the 
character of “raw skins,” excepted them from duty, letters were addressed by this Department to the 
Collectors at Boston, New York, and Baltimore. 

Copies of those letters, of the answers received to them, and instructions predicated thereon, are 
enclosed herewith, numbered 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6. 

The Collector at Baltimore in his answer, it will be perceived, refers to a letter from this Department 
under date of the 15th October, 1823. 

A copy of that letter is enclosed (No. 7) to show that the instructions contained in it had relation to 
a different article from raw sheep skins with the wool on. 

With respect to the quantity of sheep’s wool on the skin, which has been imported during each of 
the two last years, I have to observe that there is no information in this Department, nor is it believed 
in the custom-houses, as it is not presumed that a special account of such skins has been kept. 

A communication on that point will, however, be made to the Collectors of the principal ports, whose 
answers shall be laid before you immediately after their receipt. 

With considerations of high respect, I have the honor te be, your obedient servant, 
JOS. ANDERSON, Comptroller. 

Hon. Ricnarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 





No. 1. 


Treasury Department, Comptroller's Office, November 20, 1826. 

Sir: I have received your letter of the 16th instant relative to the sheep skins imported by Messrs. 
George D. Blackie and others with the wool on. 

Upon mature consideration of the subject, I am of opinion that the wool imported, although the skins 
are exempted, is liable to duty. In this opinion the Secretary of the Treasury concurs. The manner of 
ascertaining the quantity and value of the wool is left to your own judgment. 

Respectfully, JOS. ANDERSON, Comptroller. 

Joun Steere, Esq., Collector, Philadelphia. 





No. 2. 


Custom-Hovse, Laltimore, Collector's Office, April 20, 1826. 

Sir: In answer to the inquiry in your letter of the 18th instant I can only say that the instances of 
sheep skins imported here with the wool on have been so rare that we could not, as yet, turn to one, but 
our recollection is that a few have been brought from Buenos Ayres or other South American countries, 
in such a state as fitted them for foot mats, or other special purposes; on which, as slightly dressed, a 
duty of fifteen per cent. was taken, agreeably to instructions from the Comptroller’s office of the date of 
15th October, 1828. If any considerable quantities had arrived, wearing the appearance of the wool 
being the principal object of the importation, we should probably have dealt with them as that article 
constituting their distinctive character for duty. In some cases, again, we think they might have been 
passed free, as directed in the case of fish skins, &c., heretofore. 


JAMES H. McCULLOCH. 





No. 3. 


Custom-Housr, New York, Collectors Office, April 22, 1826. 

Sir: I have received your letter of the 18th instant, stating that information had been received from 
a highly respectable source, stating that importations had been made, to a considerable extent, of sheep 
skins with the wool on, which had been admitted free of duty, and requesting information as to the 
practice at this office in relation to such skins. 

In answer, I state that “raw hides and skins” (by the act of April 27, 1816) have been admitted free 
of duty, whether having hair, fur, or wool thereon, so long as the hides or skins were in the raw state, 
as taken from the animal, and only dried or salted. 

With respect, &c., JONATHAN THOMPSON, 
Hon. Josern AnpErson, Comptroller of the Treasury. 
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No. 4. 
Custom-Hovuss, Boston, April 24, 1826. 


Sir: There have been several importations into this port of sheep skins with the wool on, but not in 
any considerable quantity, until the arrival on the 20th instant of the brig Banian, from Buenos Ayres, 
which has a very large quantity I have considered them free, under the 2d section of the act of April 
27, 1816, being included in the words “raw hides and skins.” It is true that the wool ‘separated from the 
skins pays a duty; so does horse hair, and that from the skins of horned cattle, when imported separate; 
but the hides being covered with it has not subjected them or goat skins to duty. 

No doubt considerable wool may be thus introduced, but I do not perceive how a duty can be enacted 
upon them, without an amendment to the tariff establishing an ad valorem duty upon sheep skins with the 
wool on, or a specific duty on each skin, on the pound of skin and wool. If they are classed as “wnenu- 
merated articles,” and subject to 15 per cent., the same reasoning would also subject ox and horse hides 
and goat skins to 15 per cent., and if they are charged with the duty on wool at 25 per cent. ad valorem, 
the skins would thus pay as much duty as the wool, when they are, in fact, free. 

But as my views may be incorrect, I shall cause the duty on this last importation to be received, 
subject to your decision whether to be exacted or not, and, if exacted, the rate of duty. 

With respect, &c., H. A. 8. DEARBORN. 


Hon. Joseph Anperson, Comptroller of the Treasury. 





No. 5. 


Treasury Department, Comptroller's Office, April 29, 1826. 


Sir: From the tenor of your reply to my letter of the 18th instant, which has just been received, I am 
induced immediately to enclose you a copy of a letter addressed by this Department to the Collector at 
Philadelphia, under date of November 20, 1822, showing the footing on which sheep skins, imported with 
the wool on, should be placed. 

You will be pleased to consider the instructions in that letter as though they were addressed to 
yourself, 
E Respectfully, JOS. ANDERSON, Comptroller. 
H. A. S. Dearzorn, Esq., Collector, Boston. 





No. 6. 


Treasury Department, Comptroller’s Office, May 1, 1826. 

Sir: From the tenor of your reply to my letter of the 18th ultimo, I am induced to enclose you a copy 
of a letter addressed by this Department to the Collector at Philadelphia, under date of November 20, 1822, 
showing the footing on which sheep skins, imported with the wool on, should be placed. 

You will be pleased to consider the instructions in that letter as though they were addressed to 
yourself. ; 
Respectfully, JOS. ANDERSON, Comptroller. 
JONATHAN THompson, Esq., 

Collector, New York. ~ Copy to each. 
James H. McCuttocu, Baltimore. 





No. 7. 


Treasury Department, Comptroller’s Office, October 15, 1823. 


Str: I have received your letter of the 13th instant, stating the reasons which induced you to consider 
dressed catskins or furs in the light of leather, and liable to an ad valorem duty of 30 per cent. 

Upon mature consideration of the subject, I am of opinion that as undressed furs are free of duty, 
and dressed furs are not specially provided for in the tariff, otherwise than as “all articles not free, and not 
subject to any other rate of duty,” the latter are liable only to the rate properly chargeable upon such articles. 

Respectfully, JOS. ANDERSON, Comptroller. 

James H. McCuttocu, Esq., Collector, Baltimore. 
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AFFAIRS OF THE BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 9, 1827. 


Treasury Department, January 8, 1827. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 3d instant, I have the honor 
to transmit the monthly statements of the Bank of the United States for the year 1826. 
I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 


Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
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AFFAIRS OF BANK OF 


UNITED 


STATES. 
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RECAPITULATION, 


Cr. 





Funded debt of the United States........ l Seacteteiwxenens 
$26, 825,589 81 
90,280 00 


2,730,937 12 


Bills discounted on personal security..... 
funded debt..........! 


bank stock ........00/ 








| 
} . 7 « | 
| 29,646,806 93 | 


Domestic bills of exchange ........ 3,415,631 15 


Foreign bills RN ccsciiccrrerniudvicsenissinscnas 
Real @state ..cccccccecsesccccccccccccccs! 
Due from Bank United States and offices. | 
Due from State banks............e 0008. .| 


15, 469,547 40 
1,893,589 82 
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Deficiencies .... Sinan eeenketiuetsusds| 
Banking-houses, bonus, and premium on 


eee eee es 
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Cash.—Notes of Bank United States and | 
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Notes of State banks........ sase| 
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6,460,040 56 
992, 805 58 
| 3, 756, 797 46 
Agent for Pension Fund, at office, Ports- i eeuevencese 
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Profit and loss, at office, Hartford......../.. 
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$18, 300,726 18 


33, 062, 438 08 
580,120 43 
1,699, 347 86 
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17, 363, 137 


908,413 33 
5,267 32 


515,949 64 | 


1,787, 123 27 | 
133,263 60 


61,052 52 


| 

| 
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Discount, exchange, and interest.......- 
Dividends unclaimed.........eee+. 
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Contingent interest ...... ceeeeeees 


Contingent fund ... 


Contingent exchange. .....0. secccceces 
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seeeel 
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eee seeee 


eee were eeee sees 


Cee tere sere eres 


Pete were sess eres 


Due to Bank United States and ine... $15,273,278 46 


Due to State banks... ccccccccceesccce 


Foreign exchange account.........+..0! 


Baring Brothers & Co., London......... 
Redemption of United States debt....... 
Deposits of Treasurer United States .... 
Deduct overdrafts and special deposit... 


Deposits of public Officers ..........000 
Deposits of individuals .......eeeeeeeees 


1,288, 127 20 








4,481,097 50 

296,794 12 
4,254, 303 38 
1,393, 805 40 
5,777, 420 66 








a eeeeee 








$34,995,919 63 
16,395,007 46 
203,261 30 
201,326 17 
751,427 07 
164, 396 05 


3,979,399 52 
25,686 53 


16,561,405 66 
13,295 26 
552, 137 72 


377,620 20 


11, 425, 529 44 


85,646,411 71 





Bank 


THE Unirep Srares, February 1, 1826. 


J. ANDREWS, Assistant Cashier. 
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Dr. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Cr, 





Funded debt of the United States....+..+)seseeesereeeeees 
Bills discounted on personal security.....| $26,951,544 88 
funded debt.. .| 108,340 00 
bank stock.......+++-| 2,650,493 94 


| 

{ 

SOS 
| 29,710,378 82 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Domestic bills of exchange ....++.+++++++ | 3,899,410 31 


Ce eeeeeereeesese 


Foreign bills of exchange...eeesseeee vee 
Real estate .....ccceeeeseccccccees :oanee 
Due from Bank United States and offices..| 18,781,177 19 
Due from State banks ............ | 2,082,171 62 


| 


Due from Smith & Buchanan, G. Wil- | 
liams, and J. W. McCulloch........... [eee 
Due from United States......s.eseeeeeeeel ttt"! seceercees 
SPERIGHANEIED oa ss ose ese aeessessac suse] 9**o*o% ee eccaiss 
Banking-houses, bonus, and premium on | 
JOAN oo cccccccccccccccccecccccsecs 5855. 
MOlrtgages..cccccccccccccccccccccccccccee| ore sees essecess 
EXPONS€S 2.0000 coccccccccccccccceccccce| oes 
Cash, viz: Notes of Bank United States | 
and offices.......0.4. | 6,287,160 56 
| 1,193,929 30 
pele -ore0e svsserenenserese 4,007, 888 30 


Agent for Pension Fund and Loan Office, | 


Notes of State banks.........! 


At POFtSMOUEN.....eseceeeeeeeeeeceeees weceeserenteeees 
Specie in transitu from sundry offices .... 160,589 55 | 





Profit and loss account, at office, Hartford.) .......c.eeeee8! 


| 84,908,684 46 || 
| 





$18,071,998 55 


33,609,789 13 
628, 418 59 


1,714, 192 67 || 


[eo ) 
— 


15, 863, 348 


908, 413 33 | 


5,267 32 


515,949 64 


1,787,435 68 


53,775 00 
79,748 52 


11,643 70 


11,649,567 71 


9,135 





] Capital stock i degueensednestiaaailockexeicieat 
| RIES Ente se uaik se casdesisedsosuawinniel Saneastncomacees 





Discount, exchange, and interest........ Stee eeee cee tees] 


Dividends unclaimed.... 





| 
|| ERORLANM SORE. scopic ease en oa senses sel cepessicsesewees 
|| Contingent interest....... 


SOHO HEHEHE oe eeee esse eeeses, 


Contingent fund ......+... 


Se eeee sere eesene! 


| 
Contingent exchange. ....ccsccesscsescciscccccecccvsccce| 
! 
| 


POOTRIRE HE SCHAMIBE a y0's 6555s csne ae o.09 bs osaio faeces does wedonn 
Due to Bank United States and offices .., $13,230,619 74 


| 
| 


1,018,968 49 | 





| Due to State banks.......+.- 





Deposits of Treasurer United States. ....| 
| 


5,710,288 78 
Deduct overdrans, GO vsescecsssccdeccee aa 


229,647 
5,487,641 01 
1,434,800 96 


Deposits of individuals ........ceeeeeee8) 5, 7975192 75 





Deposits of public officers .....eeeeeeeee! 


| 


EPOCLS AN ALANBINN'S i555, esse o's o's. si wails ee nies 


| | 


| 


| 
| Offices at Chilicothe and Louisville, for | 





$34, 995, 919 63 
16,540,582 46 
362,632 40 
152,894 99 
745,224 49 
164,644 80 
3,979, 399 59 
25,656 53 
7,489 59 


14,249, 588 93 
493,175 02 
311,222 67 


12,719,634 72 


160,589 55 





Bank oF THE UniteD States, March |, 1826. 


S. JAUDON, Second Assistant Cashier. 
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Dr. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Cr. 





Funded debt of the United States........ 
Bills discounted on personal security..... 
funded debt.......... 
bank stock...... eases 


Domestic bills of exchange.... 
Foreign bills of exchange..........+. enue 


Real estate..... Pe eee sewed ecw ns Prererre 
Due from Bank United States and offices. 


Due from State banks ......cceccseseeees 


Due from S. Smith and Buchanan, G. 


sivas slee aes | $17,831,425 88 


27,171,209 60 
105,790 00 
2,709, 092 76 


13, 965, 442 62 
2,599, 488 93 





Williams, and J. W. McCulloch....... Nawaaseaices omaat 
Due from United States .c...ccccccss ccccloccscosccecceese 
Deficiencies ..cccccccccccccccoce Cocccccclocccevcccccece oe 


Banking-houses, bonus, premiums, &c....}.. 


Mortgages, &c ....-. 

Expenses ...... evccce sewberiecee eeeee 
Cash.—Notes of Bank United States an 

DIMCOBsciie. Siedisewesb ee asesiedess 

Notes of State banks. ...cseeeeee 

BPOCIC ccsesecccscsvcceccceee sees 

Specie in transitu....cccccesssess 


Agent for Pension Fund and Loan Office, 
at Portsmouth 20.6.6 eeeeeeees 
Profit and loss account, at office, Hartford. 


Core eecsesio 





6,112,730 56 
1,195,276 72 
4,531,985 69 

32,000 00 





ee eeeeeevece 


29,986,092 Sip 
4, 137,662 91 
552,231 41 


1,602,943 52 


16,564,931 55 


908, 413 33 
5,267 32 
535,949 64 
1,788, 387 83 
53,775 00 
112,207 36 


11, 871,992 97 


11,643 70 
9,055 81 








85,971,980 59 

















Capital stock. .....0cccccccccees Naibiaisewel apoaiseeasieawesias 
Notes issued....... eieuisievivicieweenins as ae cade selacsaadeede 
Discount, exchange, and interest........ lewddvdecsaeastion 
Dividends unclaimed..........ceeeeeees |eoccccvcce eoccee 
Profit and 1088... .....ccccccecccece ‘i eisitesl bes ates esecccee 
Contingent interest. .......eseeceeceeees Jeovcccccccececoce 
Contingent fund..... icbeebiceeaenns PO Cree pesmanaced 
Contingent exchange.........+++- soceceleccccce teens 
Foreign exchange......s.scceeseecececs PRERCre Ramaswnae 
Due to Bank United States and offices. ; $13, 325,585 20 
Due to State banks..........4. seeseeees| 1,053,867 28 
| 

Due to Baring Brothers & Co., canis coccccees ececcee 
Redemption of public debt............. occ ccccee coccce 
Deposits of Treasurer United States..... 6,150,479 84 
Deduct overdrafts.......cccceccecceeces 338, 702 72 
Deposits of public officers..... eeevcccee 2,250,113 07 
Deduct overdrafts at Norfolk.........065 32,461 82 
Deposits of individuals ...........ee008- Jecceccccccccece ° 
Office at Fayetteville for specie in transitu|........ ee ceceee 








$34,995,919 63 
16, 559, 487 46 
534, 327 44 
92,508 92 
743,625 37 
164,644 80 
3,979,399 52 
27,908 76 
1,385 27 


14, 379, 452 48 
439, 902 29 
297,379 53 


5,811,777 12 


2,217,651 25 
5,694,600 75 
32,000 00 


85,971,980 59 





Bank OF THE UNITED States, “April 1, 1826. 


S. JAUDON, Second Assistant Cashier. 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Cr. 
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Funded debt of the United States ....0sssejseee eevee rey) | 
Bills discounted on personal security....- | $27,217, 766 85 
funded debt.......+.- 248, 362 02 

' 

bank stock....... seve] 2,782,910 76 | 

30,249,039 63 | 

Domestic bills of Exchange...cceesseesess 4,295,781 37 | 
Foreign bills of exchange...... pesanabues lcnehekanne esees> 
Real estate......eeseee cocccsccccecs | ccc cccccsccccce 


Due from Bank United States and offices. 
Due from State banks....... «ss... seaawe 


5581 55 


2,516,209 22 





Due from 8. Smith and Buchanan, G. Wil- 


liams, and J. W. McCulloch.......... 
Due from United States......ccccccccceee 
ake. | 
Deficiencies........... Snekeees esse Sés00's 


Banking-houses, bonus, and premium on 











LOAN... ccccce cocccccceccce see ceeeeeeeee! 
Mortgages, &c......... ecccee ones cecces | 
Expenses........ iebnewsersebeaeseepesnns 
Cash.—Notes Bank U. States and offices.. 

Notes of State banks....... esses 


SpPecie...occccccccccccccees eeeees | 


Agent for Pension Fund, at Portsmouth 


Pere eres eeeseeeees eres seeee® | 


Profit and loss account, at office, Hartford. | 
Wells & Co., Pavis......0cccccceccccscces 


| 
| 
| 





5,621,456 84 | 
1, 463, 622 75 | 
4,794,690 75 





$17, 764,359 05 


87, 492, 428 99 | 


34,544,821 
571,350 59 
1,616,290 


Capital stock.........00. oeecccees 
NOtES ESSUOE esss cseescwees 
Discount, exchange, and interest.... 


Dividends unclaimed. ..........0 
Profit and loss........ seen: | ws 
Contingent interest. ......cccee beccceee 





SOMEONE TANG s.0500:05600%s000s ecses 
| 


| Contingent exchange ..........06 eocccele 


Foreign exchange.......eseees soe 


Due to Bank United States and offices... 
Due to State banks......... Suse uney seen 





17,637, 790 


908, 413 
5,267 


535,949 


1,788, 387 
53,775 


135,682 


11,879,771 34 





2,020 85 
13,964 81 
34,585 09 





Redemption of public debt........ eocves 
Deposits of Treasurer United States..... 
Deduct overdrafts.......se008 


| Deposits of public officers.......eseeeee. 


| 
| Deposits of individuals........ 








Due to Baring Brothers & Co., London..|. 


. eee 
. eee 

eee eeseee eeeees 
Pere eeeesees 

eeeseee . 
Pe were eeveee 


$14,346, 471 86 


882,252 08 





6,564,750 06 

295,549 57 
6,269,200 49 
1,638,146 79 
6,027,714 47 











$34,995,919 63 
16,600,302 46 
922, 417 16 
64,507 95 
743,562 11 
165,735 17 
3,979,399 50 
27,908 76 
26,063 73 


15, 228, 723 94 
477,522 8 
325, 304 01 


13,935,061 75 


87, 492, 428 99 





BaNK OF THE UniTeD States, May 1, 1826. 


S. JAUDON, Second Assistant Cashier. 
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AFFAIRS OF BANK OF UNITED STATES. 








Dr. 





RECAPITULATION. 





Cr. 





Funded debt of the United States ......... 
Bills discounted on personal security..... 
funded debt.......... 


bank stock. .....se06- 


Domestic bills of exchange.....csccccees 


Foreign bills of exchange.........seseee. 
Real estate ..cccccccccccccce 
Due from Bank United States and offices. 
Due from State banks.......cccccecseves 


Due from S. Smith and Buchanan, G. 

Williams, and J. W. McCulloch....... 
Due from United States...... 
DeficiencieS ....ccsecccecesees 
Banking-houses, bonus, premium, &c.... 
Mortgages, KC ..ceceeeeeveee 


EXPeNsS€S seesee cesses ccccsccee eeeeees 
Cash.—Notes of Bank United States and 
OMNES cides ee tecsewseeceae e 

Notes of State banks............ 


Ceeecesere 


Specie.... 


Wells & Co., Paris ..... ssseees 
Hottinguer & Co., Paris..... 


$27, 090, 326 25 


550,148 58 
2,980, 882 31 








30,621,357 14 
4,441,330 08 


13,761,911 67 
2,602, 352 00 








Coe eeereeesene 

fee eeeerece oe 

ee eeereees oe 

. oe . 
eee ee 


5,868,445 56 
1,259,971 29 
5,497,252 88 











Profit and loss account, at office, Hartford.|..... 


Agent for Pension Fund and Loan Office, 
PortSMOuth... seeveee 


Ree erere cess eesri sees 
































$17, 764,359 05 


35,062,687 22 
540,349 20 
1,610,719 10 


{ 
16, 364,263 67 


882,635 29 
5,267 32 
521,655 80 
1,808,954 78 
53,775 00 
166,897 46 


12,625,669 73 


72,694 47 
14,574 81 


4,858 40 


87, 499, 361 30 














Capital stock......... 


cvccccccccccccecccelecce ceccccces 
Notes ised. ..cccccvccccscscccccscecs slecccccce ee eeeeee 
Discount, exchange, and interest .......|scccceceeeseeee | 
Dividends unclaimed........eseeeeeseee|eee o eccccecccecs | 
Profit and 1088 2.2.0 c0ccccccccsceccecs seen eeeeee! 
Contingent interest. ......eseeeeeees ddan ence catia eecee | 
Contingent fund ...... o cccecccccces se eeeeceeneeee 
Contingent exchange .... .ecsececcecees/treecess tees i 
Foreign exchange......cccccsesccsscces|socccccscces cove 


Due to Bank United States and offices.. 
Due to State banks............ 


Due to Baring Brothers & Co..... 
Deposits of Treasurer United States..... 


Deduct overdrafts, &C ceseeeeececeee secs 


Deposits of public officers ....... 
Deposits of individuals........eeeeeeees 


Redemption of public debt..............)eeeeeeees 

















$13, 671, 422 
1,017,110 69 


454,326 77 


7,124,700 02 
1,637,519 43 
5,710,756 06 











87,499, 361 30 





..| $34,995,919 63 


16, 843,687 46 
1,088, 409 30 
59,383 92 
740,101 61 
167,046 93 
3,903,286 00 
31,464 31 
22,924 53 


14, 688,533 58 
212,086 74 
973,591 78 


~! 
i 


14, 472, 9 


o 
an 
= 








BANK OF THE UNITED States, May 31, 1826. 


8S. JAUDON, Second Assistant Cashier. 
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FINANCE. 








Dr. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Cr, 





Funded debt of the United States........ 


Bills discounted on personal security..... 
funded debt..... 
bank stock. .....+0+++ 


Domestic bills of exchange ......+- oecece 
Foreign bills of exchange.....++ cocvcee i‘ 
Welles & Co., bankers, Paris..... o ccccee 


Hottinguer & Co., bankers, Paris .....+... 


Real estate.. cccccccccccccsccccvccccseecs 
Due from Bank United States and offices. 
Due from State banks ...sccsccsseceseces 


Due from 8. Smith & Buchanan, G. Wil- 
liams, and J. W. McCulloch.......... 


Due from United States.....ccccccccccseciee 


Deficiencies... .cccccccces cece 
Banking-houses, bonus, and premium, &c. 
Mortgages, &C.......+6 
EXpenses 2.00 ccccccvcce ove 
Cash.—Notes of Bank United States and 


aes ares 2000 c0e0e0 
Notes of State banKs.........e08- 
SPCCIC ...cccccccccccceves coccees 


$26,945,470 17 
780,790 50 
3,019,210 51 


30,745,471 18 
4,275,019 75 





45,589 47 


39,182 80 








12, 451,619 64 
2, 883,745 98 





Seer eseseseescesiseees 


6,729,074 06 
1,210,645 80 
6,194,275 79 





Agent for Loan Office and Pension Fund, 
PoOrtsMOUEN ....-ceeeeee vecees 
Profit and loss account, at office, Hartford. 








$17, 764,359 05 | 


35,020,490 93 | 
487,965 09 | 


84,772 27 | 


1,620,927 08 | 


15,335,365 62 


882,635 29 
5,267 32 
521,665 80 
1,809,530 24 
54,415 00 
98, 445 87 


14,133,995 65 


5,748 46 
2,770 47 


87, 828, 354 14 | 








Capital stock .....002 esses oeeccce 
NOES TSGUEM. o.5.0000scencccnes 


Discount, exchange, and interest........ 
Dividends unclaimed... 


sees eeoseeeccoce 


Profit and loss ......e000 Sans pabessipbeciesescn teks escees 
Contingent interest..... eeee errr eee rer) Cree ee eee eee 
Contingent fund......... Salianleae Sissies] silos eign saesawis 


Contingent exchange......... 
Foreign exchange..... 
Due to Bank United States and offices.. 
Due to State banks. 


eeeesecees 
seco seers cess sees 


eeeee eeeeeeesecesces 


Due to Baring Brothers & Co., London.. 
Redemption of public debt.........ese08 
Deposits of Treasurer United States.... 
Deduct overdrafts..... 


Seer e cere eseeeces 


Deposits of public Officers.......seeeees 
Deposits of individuals.......... 


eoceees eee 
eeeee feececere 
eerecee ee 


Seer cece sesecres 


ee ee eserves eesere 


$13,560,080 91 
1,049, 923 38 


$35,995,919 63 
17, 016,200 96 
551,615 

52, 020 

739, 201 
167,024 
3,898, 314 
29, 686 : 
40,081 8 


52 
67 
61 
o4 


SS 


~ 





4,931,801 14 
413,256 58 


14,610,004 99 
314,498 77 
2, 962, 830 49 





4,518,544 56 
2,301,787 21 
5,630,623 70 








12, 450,955 47 


87,828,354 14 








Bank OF THE UNITED States, July 


1, 1826. 


S. JAUDON, Second Assistant Cashier. 
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AFFAIRS OF BANK OF UNITED STATES. 
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Dr. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Cr. 





Funded debt of the United States........ 
Bills discounted on personal security..... 
funded debt.......... 
bank stock. ......e08- 


Domestic bills of exchange......s.eeeeees 


Foreign bills of exchange....... seeecccee 
Hottinguer & Co., bankers, Paris......... 


Welles & Co., bankers, Paris.......se00- 


Real estate .cccccccccccccccsccccce 
Due from Bank United States and offices. 
Due from State banks. ......cceccseeeees 


Due from S. Smith & Buchanan, G. Wil- 

liams, and J. W. McCulloch..... 
Due from United States...... 
Deficiencies ....... 
Banking-houses, bonus, and premium on 


Ce eee cere eres eres eens 


loan, &C..c.cccsccccceces o cecsecccoees 
Mortgages, &C....cecccccccccccccccccce 


Expenses. .eceeeeseees eecccece eoccceeee 
Cash, viz: Notes of Bank United States 
ANd OFFICES .. eee eeeeeeeeeees 

Notes of State banks......... 

Specie ........$5,902, 761 47 

Do.in transitu. 58,000 00 


$26, 962, 821 75 
80,418 00 
2,925,930 93 
29,969,170 68 
3,696,201 86 





39,182 80 
5,913 76 


13, 603, 805 36 
2,016,618 16 


— -——— 


Cees eres seseeeee 


Peer cece essa cece 
Cece eseeeesee 
eeveee oe . 
. . . . 


6,453,415 36 
1,140,010 22 


5,960,761 47 





Agent for Pension Fund, at office, Ports- 

mouth ...... | 
Profit and loss account, at office, Boston. | 
Profit and loss account, at office, Hartford.| 





Peer eerereeseeees 








! 


917, 764,359 05 


33,665, 372 54 | 
556,548 05 | 


45,096 56 
1,644,678 81 


15,620, 423 52 


882,635 29 
5,267 32 
521,665 80 


1,730,516 71 
53,775 00 
73, 329 62 





13, 554, 187 











Capital stock .ccccccccccccccccccccccccs 


Notes issued. ..seeeseceeees ecccccccce Sl dcececddonnasoeas 
Discount, exchange, and interest......../+ teececeee 
Dividends unclaimed. ......ceeecseccces|secccccecececs 


Contingent interest. ....sccescesceceecss| 
Contingent fund......ccecscccececececees! 
Contingent exchange....... 
Foreign exchange.....-sscesseees 
Due to Bank United States and offices.. 
Due to State banks. ......cececseseecees 


| 
Profit and loss....... ‘iia Uaicigiinsldaianeniaeis eae 

| 

| 

| 

| 


Due to Baring Brothers & Co..... 
Redemption of public debt...... 
Deposits of the Treasurer United States . 
Deduct overdrafts, &c......cceeeeeseees 


were eeee 


Deposits of public officers.......+. 
Deposits of individuals ........+ 


eeeees 


eoeeeeee 


Office, Louisville, for specie in transitu 
to Bank United States........... 





eeeceeiere 


eeveclecee 


13,521,751 07 | 
2, 361,653 05 | 











4,079,970 36 

622, 982 96 
3, 456,987 40 
1,678,274 54 
5,804,763 15 


seereee 





eee 





$34,995,919 63 
17,190,175 26 
214,149 55 
211,530 37 
921,396 32 
167,024 54 
3,985,847 97 
27,908 78 
29,059 24 


15,883, 404 12 
422, 028 80 
1,081,362 34 


10,940,025 09 


58,000 00 


86, 127,832 01 





BANK OF THE UNITED STATES, 4ugus 
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t 1, 1896. 


W. McILVAINE, Cashier. 
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FINANCE. 








[No. 766. 





Dr. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Cr. 





Bills discounted on personal security..... 


funded debt........+. | 


bank stock ..eceeeess 


Domestic bills of exchange....+.++ eevee 


Foreign bills of exchange ... 
Hottinguer & Co., Paris ......+ 
Welles & CO., Paris....cceeesssseeeevees 
Real estate .. ccccccece 
Due from Bank United States and offices. 
Due from State banks.......esseeeeevees 
Due from Smith and Buchanan, G. Wil- 

liams, and J. W. McCulloch ........... 
Due from United States 
Deficiencies ... 
Banking-houses, bonus, and premium, &c, 
Mortgages .... 
Cash, viz: Notes of Bank United States 


Peewee seers eesesesesesess 


RI GOES ne on2cenwsnsee 
Notes of State banks....... oe 
Specie...... +.» 6,100,458 39 


Specieintransitu 38,000 00 


Agent for Pension Fund, at office, Ports- 
mouth ...... 
Profit and loss account, at office, Boston.. 
Miscellaneous account, at Cincinnati 
agency..... 
EEXPENSOSe0000cccceccccess 


Ce ereeeeeseseeseseeee 


| 


Funded debt of the United States........ | 
| $26,089, 368 76 | 





72, 302-61 
871,063 18 





29 "99,032, 7 734 55 | 
3, 173,639 29 | 





39, 064 04 
1,972 98 


14, 148, 128 65 
2,227,713 05 











eeeeecessees 
ee eeeeeeceee 


eeeeeeeeesereses 


| 
! 
6,900,533 36 | 
1,081,301 82 | 
| 
| 


6, 138, 458 39 | 


eee eeeeee 


| $17, 764,359 05 


leeeeeeee ee eeeese! 


32,206,373 84 
488,641 94 


41,037 02 | 
1,976,141 80 | 


16, 375, 841 70 


882, 635 29 
5,267 32 





520,695 34 | 
1,730,516 71 | 


53,775 00 








14, 120,293 57 | 


6,586 43 
2,025 00 


14,026 65 


98,761 18 


86,286,977 84 


Capital Stock ....scccccccccecseces 
Notes issued..... ceccccccce oceces 
Discount, exchange, and interest ....... 


Dividends unclaimed.... ...... 
Profit and loss 
Contingent interest....... cccceee 
Contingent fund ....... 
Contingent Exchange, oecesececseseccees 
Foreign exchange.. 
Due to Bank United States and offices .. 
Due to State banks ...... seccsceseccees 


eee ee eee eres eres eneseese 


eee esereccsees 


Due to Baring Brothers & Co., London. 


Redemption of public debt ........e.00+ 
Deposits of Treasurer United States..... 
Deduct overdratts, &C....cececeeeceeces 


Deposits of public Officers......eeeeeeee 
Deposits of individuals.....sceccceseeees 


Office at Louisville, for specie in transitu 
to Bank United States..... 


+ Peer eeeeee 


eeeeetlos 


Ce eeeeresevere 
eeeeereseees 
eeeeee eeceee 
eoee . eee 
eeeeee eee ceseee 
. sees eee 
Peres eseeesese 
eeecese eeeeee 


$13, 367, 482 10 
1,961,557 74 





4,681,304 11 
662,228 73 








4,019,075 38 
2,032,684 19 
5, 722, 832 36 





$34, 995,919 63 
17,204,550 96 
359, 122 10 
134,749 62 
921,107 34 
244,919 97 
3,985, 847 97 
26,797 67 
44,746 49 


15, 329,039 84 
448, 484 81 
779,107 91 


11,774,591 93 


38,000 00 








86,286,977 84 





Bank OF THE UNITED States, September 1, 


1826. 


S. JAUDON, Second Assistant Cashier. 
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AFFAIRS OF BANK OF UNITED STATES. 





Dr. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Cr. 





Funded debt of the United States......... 
Bills discounted on personal security..... 
funded debt.......... 
bank stock.....eeeees 


Domestic bills of exchange......eeeeeeeee 


$26, 148,575 16 
88, 952 61 

2, 858, 893 16 
29, 096, 420 93 
2,921,811 59 


Foreign bills of exchange.-....sssceeeeeeleee 


Hottinguer & Co., Paris .....seseeeeeeees 
Welles & Co., Paris...ceceee soevecececs 


Real estate 
Due from Bank United States and offices. 
Due from State banks.....eccee. ceeeveees 


Due from S. Smith and Buchanan, G. 
Williams, and J. W. McCulloch .. 
Due from the United States.............. 
Deficiencies.....cccccccsccseccecs 
Banking-houses, bonus, and premium, &c. 
Mortgages, %C...cccsccccccccscccccscces 
EXPeNns€S ..cccccsccscccccccccccccccscces 
Cash.—Notes Bank U. States and offices.. 
Notes of State banks.......sseee0 
SPCCIO. svc. oases 0eedecesesescsces 


41,332 62 
1,972 98 


14,546,211 09 
2, 062,709 58 


6,945,563 36 
1,137,267 08 
5,851, 893 36 


Agent for Loan Office, at Portsmouth ....|.... 
Profit and loss account, at office, Boston..|... 


Miscellaneous acc’t, at agency, Cincinnati 





Caer eere sess eees 


32,018,232 52 
487,643 61 


43, 305 60 
1,940,602 80 


16,608,920 67 


882,635 29 
5,267 32 
520,725 94 
1,730,566 41 
53,775 00 
126,559 11 


13, 934, 723 80 
325 56 

200 25 
24,110 04 


—— 





$17, 764,359 05 | 


86,143,777 72 


WADE MOCK er cscncer cote sicucitace 


Dividends unclaimed,..........e00- cece 
PORE ONE TONG ies csiciessiaccecccee aeveoewe 


Contingent fund........06. eteeeeees 

Contingent exchange.......seee0+ . 

Foreign exchange 

Due to the Bank of the United States 
QHGOMCEI Hs ccsciwicncccccess Sveleiende 

Due to State banks. ...ccecceccccccccees 


Redemption of public debt...... 
Deposits of Treasurer United States.... 
Deduct overdrafts...... 


seer eeseesees 


Deposits of public officers...... 
Deposits of individuals ........... 





| 
| 





| 
( 


Discount, exchange, and interest........| 


PRORCH AMMUION acl tyian Ruccesrrcwoneetadceies seed acetic eeee 


CONUMRENE IMCLONE onic. ccccieciescnnecsice| coccee sees 


$13,553, 897 92 
1,639,231 24 





Due to Baring Brothers & Co., London...|... 


4, 846,562 07 
367,522 37 








4,479,039 70 
2,593,606 03 
5,324,771 70 





$34,995,919 63 


17, 122,530 26 - 


486,972 58 
90,302 12 
919,212 66 
245,945 10 
3,985,847 97 
25,021 45 
40,263 39 


15,193, 129 16 
91,291 69 
549, 924 28 


12,397,417 43 


86, 143,777 72 





Bank OF THE UNITED States, October 1, 1826, 


S. JAUDON, Second Assistant Cashier. 
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FINANCE. 








[No. 766, 





Dr. 


Funded debt of the United States ......../+ 


Bills discounted on personal security..... 
funded debt.....++e++ 
bank stock...... 


Domestic bills of exchange.....eeeeeeees 


Foreign bills of exchange..+.+++seseeeees 
Hottinguer & Co., Paris ...++ssseseseeees 
Welles & Co., Paris ....seceeeceseeeeers 


$25, 403, 911 72 
78, 982 61 
2,902, 324 41 





28, 385,218 74 


2, 896,931 62 


16,234 05 
1,972 98 


eeceeeee 





Real estate......0 sscccccccessescccccces 
Due from Bank United States and offices. 
Due from State banKs......ceesccccevees 


Due from S. Smith and Buchanan, G. 
Williams, and J. W. McCulloch...... 


Due from United States .......ecceeeeeeel|s 


Deficiencies ....cccccccccccccccccccccccs 
Banking-houses, bonus, premiums, &c... 
Mortgages, KC...eceeeeecesceseecsccsees 
EXPeMseS....cecccsccccccccsecccsecesens 
Cash.—Notes of Bank United States and 
OFFICES 0.00 cccccccccccccccesecs 

Notes of State banks ............ 

SPeCI€ ..cccccccccccsecccccccecs 
Requisition dividends at Bank United 
States. .ccccccccercovcccsceccccccccce 
Losses chargeable to contingent fund at 
Bank United States......sccccccccces 
Profit and loss account, at office, Boston. 
Foreign bills of exchange bought for Gov- 
ernment at New York.... 
Miscellaneous accounts, at office, Cin- 
COMO. oss0nc0cennec cece ce 


eeeeeeeene 





14, 722, 364 39 
2,122,561 44 





7,459, 140 86 
1,064,000 46 


5,582,945 43 





eeee sere reseseee 


Pe ee weer seseeees 


sere eeeeees 


seeeeeeeseece 





RECAPITULATION. 





$17,764,359 05 


31,282, 150 36 
520,221 63 


18,207 03 
1,940, 868 94 


16, 844,925 83 


882,635 29 | 


5,267 32 
520,725 94 
1,730,602 16 
54,575 00 


144,993 75 


=! 
or 


14, 106, 086 


4,009 20 | 


101,673 36 
2,025 00 





| 


[ EeNAGUTIE MINTIRINUU so ccses ebaeew sh eescliein@eneeeee secs 


FAL IDE LOEB anu asd woe Ses 60s 00.640 S elses os see se eae oo: 


| Deposits of individuals. .....+eeeeceeee- 


14,999 85 


31,089 18 | 


85,969,415 64 


Capital Stock. ....cscccccccccccccccceccclecccsccccccececs 


PIOUAN SHRUCD .ccsecaenseecsnes. 00% 


Discount, exchange, and interest... c..eeelececevescvcecves 


Contingent inNterest....cececesccscccsecs|ccesccccvccccces 


Contingent fund.......ccccccccesecevecs 


Contingent exchange....cccceccceccceselscccccscccsecece 
Foreign bills of exchange ....ecesecovelsccecccsvccccecs 


Due to Bank United States and offices .. 
Due to State banks. .....sccsccscccccecs 


Cee eer esse cess eses 


wee eeeeeeeeeses 


14, 129,228 18 
1,372,092 70 





Due to Baring Brothers & Co., London..|,.......ceeeeeee 
Redemption of public debt .....scccveesleccccccccccccces 


Deposits of Treasurer United States .... 
Deduct overdrafts, KC... cece cece eeeeee 


Deposits of public officers .......eeeeeee 


5,041,514 45 
402,099 98 





4,639,414 47 
1,753,621 12 
5, 169,839 20 

















Cr. 

$34, 995,919 63 
17,019,090 96 
835,417 15 
75,372 87 
913,639 34 
247,403 44 
3,985, 847 97 
11,688 12 
86,458 53 


15,501,320 gg 
272,524 08 
461,858 58 


11, 562, 874 79 


85,969, 415 64 





Bank oF THE Unirep States, November 3, 1826. 





S. JAUDON, Second Assistant Cashier. 
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AFFAIRS OF BANK OF UNITED STATES. 








Dr. 





RECAPITULATION. 





Cr. 





Funded debt of the United States...,.... 
Bills discounted on personal security..... 
funded debt...... 


bank stocK .....eeeeees. 


peeeee 


Domestic bills of exchange......seeeeeeee 
Foreign bills of exchange... .ssccceeees 
Hottinguer & Co., Paris ....cceeeeeeeeees 
Real estate .-cceseees 
Due from Bank United States and offices. 


Due from State banks. ... 


Due from S. Smith and Buchanan, G. Wil- 


liams, and J. W.MecColloch.......eeeee/* 


Due from the United States... 
Losses chargeable to the contingent fund . 


Deficiencies ..eceeseccccccccccccececcess 
Banking-houses, bonus, and premium on 
Loan, KCereveseesecececccccesccceveees 
EXpenses..sseeeess oe cece cece cveees 
Cash.—Notes of Bank United States ana 
offices ,.... 

Notes of State banks......+.eseees 
Specie ......eeeeee $5,451,441 96 


212,000 00 


Specie in transitu.. 


Requisition dividends .....6.eeseeeeesess 
Mortgages, KC ..cesesceccecsccrccccscees 
Agent for Loan Office, at office, Ports- 
MOUND .eeeeee vee 
Profit and loss account, at office, Boston... 
coceeeecdO coveee Savannah 
Miscellaneous accounts, at agency, Cin- 


cinnati..... Pov cceccccccccceccsceeccece 


$24,249,150 11 | 
247,293 48 
2, 860, 128 86 











27,356,572 45 
2, 833, 712 95 





Oe Ce eeee sores esssesian 


Pe eeeeecceeseees 


seecee 


eeeee eeeeeecccee 


14, 326,516 92 
2, 323,594 56 


Perro eeseseeees 


Seer cere eeeseses 


7,992, 708 36 
958,690 00 


5,663, 441 96 


| 
| 
| 





Peer cere sess eese 


ee cere eseens 


eeeeees 


Pere weer secesese 


Pe eeeeereeesssee 


| 
$17, 764,359 05 


30,190,285 40 
460,673 54 
10,985 66 
2,000, 750 78 


16,650,111 48 


882,635 29 
5,267 32 
1,390,532 11 
248, 488 25 


1,737,990 35 
165,308 35 





| 
| 
| 
14,614,840 32 | 
4,009 20 


73,731 55 | 


| 


p-) 


vv 


3 


ao — & 
on wv 


22 
175 
90 


wm a2 4h 


2. 
2. 





31,089 18 | 











| 
| 





86,236,942 11 | 


GapitahetOCh sss ciccacsasancceesiscse ss 
Notes issued..... 


Peter essere secesesese 


Discount, exchange, and interest........ 


Dividends unclaimed.........eceeeeeees|e0* 


PFORE ONGOBS ss s0sc casvccecceceseccse 
CONGUNRCHO TUNES eioikccccicicccccsccscoces 
Contingent interest. .....ccesecesecceees 
Contingent exchange .... ....06 sesseeee 
Foreign exchange .......scecccececceees 
Due tothe Bank of the United States 

ANd Off1COS....ccceeeesececee ecccccces 
Due to State banks......cescceescececes 


Due to Baring Brothers & Co. ...... .... 


Redemption of public debt..........000. 
Deposits of Treasurer United States..... 
Deduct overdrafts, KC... cc eseecececees 


Deposits of public officers. ......eseeeeee 
Deposits of individuals........sseeeeeees 


Office, Louisville, for specie in transitu 
to Bank United States...........0000- 
Office, Cincinnati, for specie in transitu 
to Bank United States.......scceceee- 


. eeee . 
. eoeees . 
eereeece ee 


eee oe 
eereeees eeeeees 
eeeesees ee eecare 
eeeeeces eee 

eee eres vereces 
eeeeeeseseee fees 


$12, 838, 423 29 
751,693 99 


6, 746,620 56 
394,708 06 








6,351,912 50 
1,683,717 35 
5,023,736 91 


110,000 00 


102,000 00 











$34, 995,919 63 
17,434,632 76 
992, 132 19 
66,116 62 

906, 132 

3, 985, 847 
255,451 7 

11, 422 
48,159 20 


13,590, 117 28 
261,412 88 
418,230 22 


13,059,366 76 


212, 000 00 





86,236,942 11 





BANK OF THE UNITED States, December 9, 1826. 


8S. JAUDON, Second Assistant Cashier. 
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FINANCE. [No. 766, 








Dr. 


RECAPITULATION. Cr. 





: | a - | 
Bills discounted on personal security.....| $24,330,825 61 | 


funded debt..... | 326,325 17 


bank stock...... ocece 


Domestic bills of exchange......sseeeees 


Foreign bills of exchange....+.++++ee+ vee 


Hottinguer & Co., Pariss.sceesseeseeceee leone 


Bball Catal o.occ0ssescvesivccceces ccescce 
Due from Bank United States and offices. 
Due from State banks.........0.00. panes: 


Due from 8S. Smith and Buchanan, G. 


Williams, and J. W. McCulloch.......!.. 
Due from United States ...... Sanne wseses 
Losses chargeable to the contingent fund.!... 





Deficiencies .......... eecccccccecces aes 
Banking-houses, bonus, and premium, &C.)........0.06- 
EEXPENGES, occccccocccccescceccceccccccss 
Cash.—Notes of Bank United States and 
PEER ws. kbbeshnaaheet senses 
Notes of State banks..... Snae eee 
SPECIE .00s.cenceccacece (hcns essen 
Mortgages, &C.....0..00ccccee. ay 


Agent for Loan Office and Pension Fund, 


at Office, PortsMOUtH ..++....eeee eeeeee! 
Profit and loss, at office, Hartford......... 


Miscellaneous accounts, at agency, Cin- 
CINNALI 2.00 ccceee o cccccecccccccccecees 


| 2,933,658 36 
27,590,809 14 

| 3, 347,057 09 

| 

! 








eeeeeee eeeeeeees 
| 
Seeeceeseses 


. 
| 





15,095,625 23 


2, 462,069 74 





7, 705, 398 36 


| 1,068, 483 91 


| 
| 
| 





Cece eeee eres eees 





Pe eeceeeee tenses | 


sere eeee sess eres! 
| 





Funded debt of the United States..... cseejseceeeeeeeeceoes | $17, 764,359 05 


30, 937,866 23 
456,591 32 
4,095 17 


2,039,226 40 


17,557,594 97 


882,635 29 
5,267 32 
1,608, 464 61 
235,578 42 
1,678, 182 30 


8,773,882 27 
6, 457, 161 40 
91,547 72 


575 59 


263 00 


30,101 04 


88,565,010 04 





Sa ac ee Mis eves $34, 995,919 63 
Notes issued. ........ +0000 Wekbssusmnsntinaeietacand Mente 
Discount, exchange, and sabe, <+<ne.| eeeee o cececcccee 75,657 73 
Dividends unclaimed........ ae. Re ‘saws 1,088, 895 87 
Profit ANd 10SS .....ccceccccccee.covccce|eccscsccceescees 1,019,096 42 
Contingent fund..... Sboesiew es Dbesebbeos losses, S6eslsawees 4, 033, 067 11 
Contingent interest ......ccsccccccccccelececes pes panne 223, 361 71 
Contingent Exchange...cccccccecececece|eccccscscecscees 9, 822 24 
| Foreign exchange......sseees ob seed shes|onnenssd oe pe eses 16,757 57 
Due to Bank United States and offices. .| $14,257,575 32 
Due to State banks.....cccecsccccccceee 778,558 98 

——} 15,036,134 30 
Due to Baring Brothers & Co., London, .|......seeeeeeeee 280,056 11 
Redemption of public debt ........cccee)eceeee naseines isis 1,251,100 75 


| Deduct overdrafts and special deposits... 343,801 80 


| Deposits of public Officers......s.eseee| 2,112,097 37 
| Deposits of individuals ........sseeeee04| 5,337,944 62 
41,607 94 |) 








Deposits of Treasurer of United States..| 5,962,877 65 





5,619,075 85 


13, 069, 117 84 





88,565,010 04 











BaNK OF THE UNITED StaTeEs, January 1, 1827. 


S. JAUDON, Second Assistant Cashier. 





























ASSAY OF FOREIGN COINS. 








19rn Coneress. | No. 767. [2p Sesston. 





ASSAY OF FOREIGN COINS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 17, 1827. 


To the Senate of the United States: 

In compliance with a resolution of the Senate of the 10th of May last, I transmit a report from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, with a letter from the Director of the Mint, showing the result of the assay of 
foreign coins, and the information otherwise relating thereto desired by the resolution. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

Wasnineron, January 17, 1827. 





Treasury Department, January 16, 1827. 
The Secretary of the Treasury, to whom was referred a resolution of the Senate of May 10, 1826, 
“requesting the President of the United States to cause an assay to be made of all the gold and silver 
coins of all foreign nations whose coins are known to circulate or to be in use in any part of the United 
States; and to cause a report, distinguishing the respective dates of their coinage, to be made to Congress 
at their next session, of the actual weight of each of those coins; the fineness, alloy, and component parts 
of each; the current and nominal value of each; the actual value of each according to the standard and 
denomination of the coins of the United States, and the rate at which each might justly be made a legal 
tender,” has the honor to lay before the President a report, dated the 27th ultimo, of the Director of the 
Mint, prepared in obedience to the said resolution. 
RICHARD RUSH. 
The Presipent of the United States. 





Mint or tHE Unirep States, Philadelphia, December 27, 1826. 


Sir: I have now the honor to report to you on the subject of the foreign gold and silver coins circu- 
lating in the United States, according to your instructions, accompanying the resolution of the Senate of 
the 10th of May last, by which the President of the United States is requested ‘to cause an assay to be 
made of all the gold and silver coins of all foreign nations whose coins are known to circulate or be in 
use in any part of the United States, and to cause a report, distinguishing the respective dates of their 
coinage, to be made to Congress at their next session; of the actual weight of each of those coins; the 
fineness, alloy, and component parts of each; the current and nominal value of each; the actual value of 
each, according to the standard and denomination of the coins of the United States; and the rate at 
which each might justly be made a legal tender.” 

Conformably to the above resolution, assays have been made of the various coins designated, of 
which the result will be found in the annexed tables, comprehending, as far as has been practicable, and 
with no material exception, it is believed, all the foreign gold and silver coins which have either a general 
or local currency within the United States, and exhibiting, severally, their date, weight, fineness, alloy, 
component parts, current value, and actual value in coins of the United States. 

In selecting from various coins the proper subjects for examination it was considered desirable to 
present an instructive variety of dates. The range will be found, however, in many instances very 
limited. Of some the issue is but recent. Others, having a restricted circulation only, occur but rarely. 
Of these not many specimens were obtained. 

Average weights, derived from as many trials as practicable within the dates mentioned, are 
uniformly taken as the basis of calculation, and referred to throughout the tables. When the specimens 
obtained have been few, their average has been corrected or confirmed, when this could be done, by 
recurring to former trials of the weight of such coins here, or to other satisfactory records. 

The proportion of fine metal and alloy in the various foreign coins examined, and the actual quantity 
composing each specific coin, are derived from the average of repeated assays made for this occasion. 

The resolution has not been construed to require an analysis of the alloy found in foreign coins; its 
quantity alone, and not its composition, being of any moment as affecting their value. On this subject, 
however, it may be satisfactory to observe that copper, of various degrees of purity, but sufficiently pure 
to secure its ductility, forms the alloy of all the silver coins examined; and that all the gold coins are 
alloyed, as are those of the United States, with a mixture of silver and copper in variable proportions. 

The judicious restriction contained in the act of Congress establishing the Mint, by which the quantity 
of silver is not to exceed that of copper in the alloy for gold, appears not to prevail universally in the 
gold coins of foreign nations. An excess of silver in some and of copper in others of the same nation 
and of the same date frequently occurs to a degree which sensibly impairs their beauty. These varieties 
are not very remarkable in the gold coins of Great Britain and Portugal, which are of the standard of the 
United States, nor even in those of France, which are but slightly inferior. They are, however, obvious 
in the gold coins of Spain, which contain sensibly more alloy, and in those of the Republics of Mexico 
and South America, which are of the Spanish standard. Specimens of the gold coins of those nations 
are occasionally seen alloyed almost wholly with copper or almost wholly with silver, which deviate so 
obviously, in the first instance by too high, and in the second by too pale a color, from that of fine gold 
as to have created a distrust of their purity. By the assay they are found to be genuine. 

The current value per pennyweight assumed in the table for gold coins accords with that assigned 
to them, severally, as a legal tender by the act of Congress of April 29, 1816. Though no longer sanctioned 
by law, except in payments on account of public lands, it remains the basis on which those coins are 
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usually estimated when received by weight, differing slightly, however, as will be noticed on inspection, 
from their actual value as now determined. 

The current value by tale assigned to the several gold coins conforms, it will be seen, very nearly to 
their medium actual value, having been practically established according to their ascertained value at a 
medium weight. Under both forms of expressing their current value, the fluctuating premium on gold 
coins in our principal seaports, and which affects, in some measure, their currency throughout the 
United States, has been disregarded. This premium varies in different parts of the Union, according to 
local facilities and transient demand, from one to ten per cent., and has vibrated through nearly this whole 
range in the same city within a few years. Facts thus variable cannot be usefully subjected to tabular 
arrangement. 

The actual value of the several gold and silver coins, according to the standard and denomination of 
the coins of the United States, has been deduced from the fine gold or fine silver contained therein, 
respectively, at the rate of 247} grains of fine gold to the eagle of ten dollars, and 371} grains of fine 
silver to the dollar. 

These remarks may suffice as to the general structure of the tables. In relation to the various coins 
specified therein, such illustrations as may seem to be required will be found under their proper head in 
the order in which they occur. 


OF FOREIGN GOLD COINS. 


The only species of the ducat examined is that of Holland. This is not of frequent occurrence, and 
all other coins of that denomination are still more rare in the United States. On the concurring authority, 
however, of the English and French tables, it may be stated that the ducat of Sweden, Russia, and 
Prussia, that of Hamburg, and the specie ducat of Denmark, of all which it is occasionally desirable to 
determine the value, are of the same standard as the Holland ducat, and conform to it in weight with 
remarkable precision. 

The actual value of the sovereign of full weight is found, as will be observed, to be $4 56.6. This 
coin being the representative of the pound sterling of Great Britain, of which $4 44 has long been esti- 
mated as the par value, an explanation of the discordance appears necessary, especially as some confusion 
in the currency of gold coins results sensibly from it. This topic, which is not new, will be noticed only 
in reference to the present subject. 

When, by the act of Congress of July 31, 1789, the pound sterling was assumed at $4 44, this was 
doubtless considered the true par. It had but recently ceased to be nearly so; an equivalent proportion 
under another form had long prevailed. Before the year 173(, when the Spanish dollar of full weight 
contained 386 grains, nearly, of fine silver, it was a just proportion. The trivial change of the Spanish 
standard, adopted in 1730, by which this proportion was slightly disturbed, probably passed unnoticed; 
and the more important reduction of it in 1772 could have attracted little attention during an interval 
marked by events of peculiar interest. The proportion was, however, conclusively deranged on the estab- 
lishment of the Mint in 1792, and the institution of a national coinage, of which a dollar, containing 371} 
grains of fine silver, was made the unit. 

In 1793 an act was passed for regulating the currency of foreign coins, in which the gold coins of 
Great Britain are made a legal tender at the rate of 100 cents for 27 grains thereof, equivalent to 88§ cents 
per pennyweight. This, which is their actual value in coins of the United States, and has been assigned 
to them in all subsequent acts extending the currency of foreign gold coins, gives for the value of the 
guinea of full weight $4 79.4. The value of the pound sterling, deduced from the value of the guinea, is 
$4 56.6, conformably to that of the sovereign in the table. 

In the meantime the par value of the pound sterling, designated in the act of 1789, and subsequent 
corresponding acts, had been transferred by proportion to the guinea, the par value of which was con- 
sequently supposed to be $4 663. Thus there are two rules for estimating the gold coins of Great 
Britain derived from those two series of acts. The one proceeding on the assumed par of $4 44 for the 
pound sterling and determining by proportion the par value of the guinea, the other founded upon the 
acts making those coins a legal tender at their intrinsic value. The latter appears to be very generally 
adopted by public institutions, but among dealers in bullion and foreign coins the supposed par of $4 44 
for the pound sterling and $4 663 for the guinea appear still tou maintain their place. The current price 
of English gold above those rates is, of course, considered as a premium. English gold coins have never, 
indeed, been obtainable on those terms in coins of the United States, and hence the maxim has become 
familiar that this species of gold is always above par whatever may be the current rate of other foreign 
gold. Above the par in question it must necessarily be under every condition of our foreign exchange, 
its intrinsic value, if brought to the Mint as bullion, being nearly three per cent. above it. 

The gold coins of Great Britain may now be quoted at a premium of about seven per cent. on their 
medium intrinsic value, or about ten per cent. on the par above referred to. They are frequently reckoned 
by tale, and may thus be estimated at $4 90 for the sovereign. Being available as a legal tender in 
remittances to England, the premium bears a settled relation to that of exchange on London, from which 
it differs about two and a half per cent. if computed according to the same par. 

The gold coins of Portugal approach very nearly to the standard of those of the United States, which 
they sometimes reach. The laws regulating the currency of foreign coins estimate them as of the same 
value. In strictness they are inferior, as reported in this instance, by a very minute difference. 

No change is perceived in the standard of the gold coins of France within a period extending back 
to 1787. The premium on the gold coins of France and Portugal may be stated at about four to five per 
cent. on their actual or intrinsic value. 

The gold standard of Spain has been adhered to generally with less precision than either of those before 
mentioned. The deviations from it are, however, unimportant; they occur in coins of the same date as 
well as in those of different years, and the average given in the table, after a careful comparison of the 
present with many former assays, may be taken as true. The value of the gold coins of Spain, according 
to the regulations of 1816, it will be noticed, differs obviously from that now determined. By a reference 
to the law it appears that the rate assigned therein to those coins is 100 cents for 284 grains thereof, or 
84 cents per pennyweight, two expressions which are not equivalent. It is presumed that, in the original 
act, 84x%5 cents is the rate designated, which is the corresponding value. 

The gold coins of Spain may now be quoted at a premium on their medium value by the tables of 
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eight to ten per cent. They are most frequently computed by tale, and may be estimated at from $15 50 
to $16 for a doubloon, the parts being in proportion. 

The gold coins of the Spanish American States, though exhibiting, under the assay, minute varieties, 
may be considered as of the full Spanish standard. The current value of their doubloons, however, is 
from twenty-five to fifty cents less than that of the Spanish, being excluded, it is understood, from those 
markets where coins of that denomination are in request at the highest value. Of Central America and 
Peru no gold coins have been obtained for examination. 

The gold coins of Colombia are observed to exhibit the most conspicuous examples of that deviation 
from the color of ordinary gold coins, before referred to, which results from a large excess of silver in 
the alloy. 

Among the gold coins examined was one variety purporting to be the Spanish doubloon of 1821, 
but conjectured to be spurious, of which considerable numbers, it appears, were lately introduced into 
the United States. They bear the designation G.“ in the margin. In external appearance they are not 
very distinguishable from the Spanish doubloon of regular coinage; they are deficient, however, in 
weight, by 10 to 12 grains, and in fineness are a little below 20 carats. Their actual value is 80 3-10 
cents per pennyweight, or $13 55 by tale. 

The gold coins of Brazil are of the same standard as those of Portugal, and may be quoted at the 
same premium of four to five per cent. 

In specifying the premium on the several species of foreign gold coins, reference is constantly had 
to our principal commercial cities, and to a period embracing the last two months. 


FOREIGN SILVER COINS. 


The silver coins of Great Britain issued since 1816 are, as will be observed, of less intrinsic value 
than those of earlier coinage; they are, however, still a legal tender, it is understood, at their former 
nominal value, but only to an amount not exceeding forty shillings sterling; they are, in like manner, a 
legal tender, probably with the same restriction, in the British Provinces contiguous to the United 
States, in some sections of which they have thence obtained a local currency at the same nominal value. 

The new crusado of 480 reas has been alone specified of the silver coins of Portugal. Its current 
value is given as received from the only quarter of the United States where it is referred to as known in 
circulation. 

In the silver coinage of France the issue of crowns ceased in 1793. The difference of standard 
between that denomination and the five-franc piece, as exhibited in the tables, has become familiar in the 
United States. 

No change having been made for a long series of years in the regulations of the Spanish mint 
relative to the weight of the dollar and its divisions, the difference therein observable in the tables is to 
be attributed to the effect of use alone, and is found to bear a near proportion to the period of their 
circulation. The pillar dollar seems to offer an exception, arising, it is presumed, from the fact that, on 
the adoption in 1772 of a new and inferior coinage, the dollars of former emission were soon withheld 
from ordinary circulation. 

There is an appearance presented by repeated assays that the Spanish dollars issued within the first 
few years after the regulations of 1772 had been adopted were slightly inferior to the subsequent 
emissions. If, however, there has been within the last thirty years any variation discoverable in those - 
coins, it has tended towards a finer rather than an inferior standard; at least, the standard has been 
maintained with constancy. 

All the divisions of the Spanish dollar are decidedly equal in fineness to the standard of the dollar 
itself. This point has been investigated with minute attention, and is the more distinctly stated because a 
doubt appears to have been entertained respecting it tending prematurely to degrade a very useful class 
of coins. 

Spanish dollars, bearing the impression of Joseph Napoleon, are often seen of dates from 1809 to 1813, 
during which period the Ferdinand dollars continued to be issued from the Mexican mint. The latter 
only are inserted in the tables; the former are, however, of the full standard and value of the Ferdinand 
dollar. 

The pistareen, though a Spanish coin, is no part of the Spanish dollar, from the standard of which it 
differs very conspicuously. In 1772 the pistareen as well as the dollar was reduced in fineness; at the 
same time the head impression was substituted in both for the devices by which they had before been 
severally distinguished. This denomination existed from an early date, and is still issued. Pistareens 
have never been made a legal tender by act of Congress; they are current, however, in many parts of the 
United States at the rates specified in the tables. 

The dollar of Mexico, Central America, and Peru is of the silver standard of Spain. That of Mexico 
usually exceeds, by a minute difference, the weight of the Spanish dollar of the same year. The dollar of 
Colombia, in all the specimens of it which have been examined, is found, as the table represents, singularly 
deficient both in standard and weight. Its actual value being, as will be noticed, only 75 cents. 

The dollars of Chili and La Plata are of the Spanish standard, but are found inferior in weight to the 
Spanish dollar. 

The Brazilian piece of 640 reas, of the year 1824, bearing the name of the Emperor, may be taken, it 
is presumed, as a specimen of the national coins. The currency of Brazil is understood, however, to be 
chiefly supplied by pieces of 960 reas, which are of the value of the Spanish dollar, and, on examination, 
are perceived to consist of dollars restamped. No coin representing the millrea has been found for assay 
either in gold or silver. Its value, deduced from either of the above pieces, is 105 cents. Its value, 
deduced from the new crusado of Portugal, of full weight, is 111 cents. Its value, estimated on the gold 
coin of Portugal and Brazil of 460 reas, may be stated at 115 cents. 

The value, by tale, of the several denominations of foreign coins circulating in the United States, 
taken in that proportion of their various dates which actually obtains, is not precisely the mean of the 
several values given in the tables, but approximates nearly to it. The earliest dates, it will be found, 

occur most rarely, and affect, therefore, in a less degree the general result. The average value of the 
emissions of any series of years may be considered as exhibited in coins of the year anterior to the latest 
date of that series by one-third of the whole period. This principle has been investigated more perfectly 
in relation to the Spanish dollar and its parts, but appears to be applicable, with all desirable strictness, 
to other foreign coins. 
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It is to be observed that the actual value, by tale, of the several coins specified in the tables pertains 
to them only when they are of their genuine standard and of the weight mentioned, when divested of all 
earthy or other extraneous matter. Large masses of those coins generally fail, therefore, to give precisely 
corresponding results; their weight consisting, in part, of impurities which water will discharge equal to 
about one-fourth of a grain on each dollar long in circulation, and some of their number being partially 
base or wholly base. The effect of this may be estimated at one base dollar in two thousand of all 


those hitherto deposited at the Mint. — oo 
The question remains to be considered at what rate the several coins examined may justly be made a 


legal tender. 

~ Tn general it may be considered just to make foreign coins a legal tender at the rate of the fine metal 
they contain, estimated according to the standard and denominations of the national currency; and accord- 
ingly certain foreign coins have been made a legal tender in the United States at their supposed actual 
value, which has been occasionally modified, conformably to the result of assays instituted for the purpose 
of effecting such corrections. 

Conformably to this principle, taken without limitation, the actual value of the several foreign coins 
specified in the tables would determine their just rate asa legal tender, and a reference thereto would 
satisfy the inquiry. It is, however, apparent that a system thus various and involved would, by reason 
of its inexpediency, have the effect of being unjust. Some discrimination is therefore to be adopted on 
censiderations applicable in the case, and tending to control the general principle by salutary restric- 
tions. Among these restrictions are conceived to be the following: 

That foreign gold coins, as heretofore, be made a legal tender only by weight; that no foreign gold 
coins be now made a legal tender, unless of standards which have become familiar to the community; 
that no foreign silver coins be made a legal tender which may be expected to occur but rarely in circula- 
tion; that no foreign silver coins be made a legal tender but such as, in computation by tale, associate 
readily with the denominations of the coins of the United States; that no foreign coins be made a legal 
tender at a value which may induce the exportation or destruction of our own in preference to foreign 
coins. 

Within the above limitations, and in obedience to the resolution of the Senate, I respectfully submit 
a selection from the gold and silver coins specified in the tables, which may, it is believed, justly be 
made a legal tender, and at the following rates, severally, viz: The gold coins of Great Britain, Portugal, 
and Brazil, of their present standard, at the rate of 883%% cents per pennyweight; the gold coins of 
France, of their present standard, at the rate of 874% cents per pennyweight; the gold coins of Spain, 
Mexico, and Colombia, of their present standard, at the rate of 84335 cents per pennyweight; the milled 
dollars of Spain, Mexico, Central America, and Peru, of their present standard, at the rate of 100 cents 
for a dollar, of which the weight shall not be less than seventeen pennyweights and seven grains; and 
the parts of the Spanish dollar at the rate of 50 cents for each half dollar, the weight of which shall not 
be less than eight pennyweights and thirteen and five-seventh grains, and in proportion for the subordi- 
nate divisions thereof: Provided, That the said parts and divisions of the Spanish dollar shall not be a 
legal tender at the above rate for a greater amount than ten dollars in any one payment. 

On the principles adopted in this selection the ducat is excluded—a coin of rare occurrence in the 
United States, and of a standard unknown in our currency. The silver coins of Central America are 
admitted, but not the gold, of which no specimens have been found for an assay. The gold coins of 
Colombia are admitted, but not the silver, of which the specimens thus far exhibited are of anomalous 
standard and weight. The gold and silver coins of Chili and La Plata are omitted; the gold coins of 
neither having been tested in any specimens of very recent date, and the dollars of both hitherto tried 
being inferior in weight to the minimum assumed for the dollars embraced in the selection. The pista- 
reens and the silver coins of Great Britain, Portugal, and Brazil are excluded, presenting standards 
diverse from any hitherto recognized in our currency, or values not well adapted to the denominations of 
the coins of the United States. The crowns and five-franc pieces of France are also excluded; the first 
ceased in 1793 to be issued, are now of rare occurrence, and their average weight, no longer sustained by 
new emissions, has very sensibly diminished, those of the latest dates being below the weight assumed 
in the acts making them a legal tender. Both the crown and the five-franc piece are assimilated with 
difficulty to our national coinage. If, however, it be deemed expedient further to extend their currency, 
the French crown may justly be assumed at 109 cents, provided the weight thereof be not less than 
eighteen pennyweights and fourteen grains; and the five-franc piece at 93 cents, provided the weight 
thereof be not less than sixteen pennyweights. 

Of the silver coins thus proposed to be made a legal tender the following may be taken as the 
medium intrinsic value, founded on an estimate of the proportion of the several dates of each denomina- 
tion now circulating in the United States, with a correction of one base coin in two thousand of the whole 


circulation, viz: 
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It will be observed that all the above mentioned coins, except the divisions of the dollar, are of a 
higher medium value than the rate proposed to be assigned to them as a legal tender. This reserve has 
been generally evinced in the acts of Congress making foreign coins a legal tender by tale. An 
inspection of the tables proves that it has not been too rigid. The value of the Spanish dollar, which 
constituted the mass of the currency in 1793, was at that period about 100 cents five mills. It is now 
less than 100 cents; and, within the circle of its influence, operates to repel the national coins of recent 
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emission or consign them to the crucible. The highest in value of the dollars now suggested as a legal 
tender will, in thirty years, be reduced to 100 cents by the ordinary effect of circulation. 

The average loss on a silver currency, it appears, is nearly four grains of silver from the dollar, or 
about one cent in value in a period of fifty years. The loss on gold coin, it may be incidentally remarked, 
appears, by the most instructive ranges in the tables, those of the guinea and Johannes, to be not less 
than two per cent. within the same period. The divisions of the dollar, being auxiliaries to the general 
currency by performing the lighter offices of coin, are in more constant action and lose proportionally 
more. The loss on the Spanish half dollar on this account, it will be perceived, equals that on the dollar; 
the quarter loses in the same time about eight mills; the eighth, five mills; and the sixteenth, four mills. 

The difficulty of sustaining the smaller denominations of a metallic currency at their nominal value 
suggests the expediency of protecting them, under judicious limitations, by legislative favor. The 
principle now proposed in relation to those coins is the most satisfactory that has occurred after much 
reflection. It estimates them, by a facile proportion of seven dollars for six ounces, at a minute excess 
above their intrinsic value as bullion, according to the rigorous determination of that value now presented 
in the tables, of 11675 cents per ounce, This gives for the value of 8 pennyweights and 13§ grains 49x006 
cents. The difference between this and their nominal value is scarcely appreciable in a single coin of the 
subordinate denominations, and is less than 24 cents on the amount proposed as the maximum of their 
legal tender. 

The divisions of the Spanish dollar are performing a very useful service in our currency, and cannot 
conveniently be dispensed with until more copious emissions of the smaller denominations of our national 
coins have been diffused through the United States. 

In presenting the above modifications of the foreign currency of the United States, the suggestion is 
with deference submitted that all the varieties of the dollar now proposed to be admitted as a legal 
tender, appear to be at present an acceptable tender wherever they are known in the United States. 
They are received universally, it is believed, by the banks at the rate of the Spanish dollar, as are the 
gold coins of the Spanish American States generally at the rate per pennyweight of the gold coins of 
Spain. It may also be deserving of remark that, while all those varieties of the dollar, from their ready 
association with the denominations of the national coinage, without the sanction of a legal tender, 
circulate freely by popular consent, the French crown and five-franc piece, though sustained by legal 
provisions, have been received but partially and reluctantly into our currency. 

It appears necessary to recur for a moment to the subject of foreign gold coins generally. The 
premium on those coins so frequently referred to renders it manifest that gold cannot now be retained in 
circulation. It is apparent to casual observation that it forms no part of our ordinary currency. 

By an act of Congress of March 3, 1823, the legal tender of certain foreign gold coins, which had 
before been general, was restricted to payments on account of public lands. It appears from authentic 
sources that the amount received in those coins, under this special designation of their use, has borne no 
sensible proportion to the payments of the whole interval, and presents few evidences of their existence 
in the payments of the last year. The general proportion for the whole period, according to the commu- 
nications received, does not exceed one dollar in gold to one hundred dollars. The proportion within the 
last year, it is believed, does not exceed one dollar in gold to one thousand dollars received in payments 
on account of public lands. 

An inquiry, it is perceived, arises on the preceding facts whether foreign gold coins may not justly 
be made a legal tender at a higher value than that heretofore and now assigned to them. 

The value assigned to them is that of the gold coins of the United States when the foreign coin is of 
the same standard, and in proportion for inferior coins. This inquiry is therefore arrested by the higher 
question of the expediency of changing the relation which gold bears to silver in the coins of the United 
States—a question of no trivial moment, and, in some of its aspects, delicate—one which, it is conceived, 
was not intended by the resolution of the Senate to be presented on this occasion, and on which, there- 
fore, I am restrained, by respectful considerations, from indulging in any discussion or obtruding an 
opinion. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
SAM. MOORE. 

Hon. Ricnarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 





Table of foreign gold coins. 
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TABLE—Continued. 





Alloy in each piece of 


average weight. 





Current value per dwt. 


Current value by tale. 


Actual value per dwt. 

















GREAT BRITAIN—Continued. 


Half guinea .....+seseeesseeees 1780 to 1787 
Third of a guinea.....+-- SceseeeesbeelvOn 


PORTUGAL. 


Double Johannes ......seeeeseeeceeee e732 
Johannes, or half Joe..........1787 to 1800 
1801 to 1810 
1811 to 1816 


FRANCE. 
Louis d?Or....cccecccccccccecs 1785 to 1787 
Double Louis d’Or........ eee senonenetee 
Napoleon, 20 francs......+++++-1806 to 1813 
40 francs, ..secececseeceeces 1810 
Louis XVIII, 20 francs ......+- 1815 to 1820 
20 francs .... 00. 1821 to 1824 
Charles X, 20 francs ......++++ occcceee 1820 
40 francs ...cccccccee sseaackOaD 
SPAIN. 
Doubloon.e....ssseeeeees pebeae 1817 to 1819 
Half doubloon........ pubasésneseaseenolD 
Quarter doubloon, .... 000 cceceeceeeee 1807 
Eighth doubloon......++++ psasaeeeonns 1818 
MEXICO. 
Doubloon ..ccccccccccccccceces ececnee 1822 
1823 to 1824 
1825 
Half doubloon....... iuahas sen eneen ey 1825 
Eighth of doubloon ........+000- oosesskcae 
CENTRAL AMERICA. 
No specimens obtained....... cocece veces cece 
COLOMBIA. 
SPOON Ss nsiccn cnn sacs snncesss 1823 to 1824 
1825 
Half€ doubloon.........+.- pebeses veceselOeo 


Eighth of doubloon .......0+ e000 eee08+1824 | 


PERU. 


No specimens Obtained.......seesseeeeseces 


CHILI. 


DIOR cicnbncksssnbennecnsneseeee Ole 


LA PLATA. 


DOOD ons bicwssesncvccssocsvesces tole 


BRAZIL. 


JOHANNES 220. oscccecccccccccscccceseelaae 
Piece of 4,000 reas. ...eeeeeeeeeeeeeeISl3 























F S 
4 23 
§ 3 a) 
2 - 5 ge 
by = 5 = 2 
eo = = 2 
Ps ss a oe 
a) = I = 2 
ee & = & 
3 2 Ey es 
< < fe 
Carats grs. |Caratsgrs. | Duts. grs. 
| 220 20 2 9,29 
| 220 20 1 14,96 
| 
| 
| 21 3% 2 01 16 19.68 
4.70| 21 32 2 02 8 10 
5. 21 32 2 0} 8 10.80 
6 Q1 32 2 02 8 11.21 
4 20.5 21 23 213 4 8.75 
91 21 2} 21} 8 19.75 
4 3 21 2} 21h 3 17.20 
8 7 21 2! 213 7:11.31 
4 3 21 2} 21h 3 17.20 
4 3.25 21 2} 213 3 17.43 
4 3.25 21 2} 214 3 17.43 
8 7 21 2} 21} 7 11.31 
| 
17 8.25| 203,% 309, | 15 1.78 
5 | 20 3y%5 3 0395 7 13.21 
4 20 35% 3 0%; 3 17.30 
Q | 20 33% 3 035 1 20.80 
| 
| 203% | 309%] 15 1.78] 
| 20395 | 30%¢] 15 2.21 
| 203% | 309;/ 15 2.43 
| 20 33% | 3 035 7 13.22 
| 20373 | 3 0x% 1 21.63 | 
20 33 3 05 15 1.94 
20 32 3 05 15 2.16 
20 33 3 0§ 7 13.09 | 
20 38 3 03 1 21.38 
| 
9 1.56 
20 37, 309.) 15 
g 9 
20 3,7, 309, | 15 1.56 
1 33 2 01 8 9.38 
21 32 2 03 4 17.05 





~ 





Duts. grs. 


5.21 
3.54 


1 13.32 


18.70 
18.70 
18.79 


11.50 
23.25 
9.80 
19.69 
9.80 
9,82 


9,82 | 


19.69 


2 6.47 
2 6.54 
2 6.57 
1 3.2 
6.87 
2 6.81 
2 6.84 | 
1 3.41 
6.87 


6.44 


2 6.44 


18.62 
10,45 








@ 





Cents. 
88s. 


anommnm @ @ 
7 4 2) 2 <2 <3 @ S 
Pm alm Alm Bim Alm Alm Ale ape 


84 


84 
84 


84 
84 
84 
84 
84 


84 
84 
84 
84 


84 


888 
9 
889 





$2 37} 


1 58 


16 25 
8 20 
8 20 
8 20 


4 25 
8 50 
3 60 
7 25 
3 60 
3 60 
3 60 
7 25 


14 62 
7 31 
3 65 
1 82 


14 62 
14 62 
14 62 
7 31 
1 82 


14 62 
14 62 
7 3l 
1&8 


eeeevecese 


14 62 


14 62 


8 20 
4 55 





Cents. 
8&8 
888 


88.76 
88.76 
88.76 
88.76 


87.37 
87.37 
87.37 
87,37 
87,37 
87.37 
87.37 
87.37 


84.28 
84,28 
84,28 
84,28 


84.28 
84.28 
84,28 
84,28 
84.28 





eeeccecece 


88.76 
88.76 





Actual value by tale. 





16 31.0 
8 16.2 
8 19.4 
8 21.0 


4 23.2 
8 55.5 
3 60.4 
7 24.4 
3 60.4 
3 61.3 
3 61.3 
7 24.4 


14 61.7 
7 32.1 
3 60.8 
1 80.9 


14 61.7 
14 63.4 
14 64.3 
7 32.2 
1 84.3 


14 62.4 
14 63.2 
7 31.7 
1 83.3 


14 60.7 


14 60.7 


8 13.6 
4 56.7 
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Table of foreign silver coins. 
3 as be s E 3 
3 : ae 22 s é 3 
= 2 P Es S | . 
3 £ S £g | Bea 2 g 3 
z 3 = 3 £ © & S 6] hlUS e 
oO co) o o& os - | 3 3 
< & < | & 6 | £ | & 
| 
ee eee | Duts. grs. Oz.dwts.grs.| Oz.dwts.grs.| Dwts. grs. | Dwts. grs. Cents. | Cents, Cents. 
CLOWN ooecee ccccccccccccccese before 1816 19 8.5 Il 2 0 18 0 17 21.7 1 10.8 115 | 119.6 115 
Half CrOWMN.. cee cececccecccscccccccccccecs 9 16 27 20 18 0 8 22.6 17.4 57.5 | 119.6 57.8 
Shilling .ccccccccscccvccccccccccccscccccce 3 20.5 ll 2 0 18 0 3 13.6 6.9 23 | 119.6 23 
SIXPENCE. ..eccccvccsecescccvccccccccccsess 1 2 ll 2 0 18 0 118.5 3.5 11.5 | 119.6 11.6 
CrOWN . ccc cece cceeccccceccesesISl6 to 1820 18 4 iw 2 0 18 0 16 19.3 bE 87 1) ae 119.6 108.6 
Half Crown . oo... eeeeceeeeeeee + 1816 to 1820 9 1.3 ll 2 0 18 0 8 9 16.3 57.5 | 119.6 | 54.1 
Shilling oo. ccccccccccccccccccccces cece lO 315 ll 20 18 0 | 3 8.5 6.5 23 | 119.6 21.7 
Sixpence..... Cece ccevecccccccccccce 1817 1 18.5 2 0 18 0 1 15.3 3.2 11.5 | 119.6 10.6 
PORTUGAL. | 
Crusado Of 480 reas....cccccccccsccces 1816 9 3 10 15 12 1412 8 4.6 22.4 50 | 116.1 53 
FRANCE. | 
Crown..eeveee eececcccccccceeels 40 tO 1780 18 14 10 18 12 1 in | 16 22 1 16 109 | 117.7 | 109.3 
1781 to 1790 18 14.5 10 18 12 rR 16 22.5 1 16 109 | 117.7 109.4 
1790 to 1793 18 16 10 18 12 : ta 17 0 1 16 109 117.7 109.8 
Half crown... eee.eeee eeeeeeee 1770 to 1790 9 4 10 18 12 1 112 8 83 | 19,7 50 | po i Sr 54 
1790 to 1792 9 7.5 10 18 12 111 8 11.5 | 20 50 | 117.7 54.8 
Napoleon, five francs..........1806 to 1814/16 0 1016 0 140 1496) 114.4 93.3 | 116.4 93.1 
Louis, five franes.......++0++.1815 to 1820 16 0.5 | 1016 0 140 14 10 114.5 93.3 | 116.4 93.2 
1821 to 1824 16 0.5; 1016 0 140 14 10 1 14.5 93.3 | 116.4 93.2 
EM cxcsicccrinnercssea Rt 610 | 1016 0 140 5 18.6 15.4 37 | 116.4 7.3 
OHEMTENC sina ascccecccwsseooeek toe SS 10 16 0 1 4 0 2 21.3 UEC: 18.5 | 116.4 18.7 
SPAIN. | 
Dollar, pillar .... cscccccccccecs 1755 to 1771 A Alef 10 18 12 1112 15 17.8 1 13.2 100 EEZ¢ 101.8 
Carolus III....... e+ +6177 to 1780 17 4.5 1015 6 1 418 1510 | 1 18.5 100 | 115.9 99.6 
Carolus III......... --.- 1781 to 1788 17 5.3 10 15 12 1 412 15 11.1 | 1 18.2 100 | 116.1 99.9 
Carolus IV....... oeeee21789 to 1800 17 6.1 10 15 12 1 412 15 11.8 1 18.3 100 116.1 100.1 
Carolus IV.............1801 to 1808 i 7 10 15 12 1 412 15 12.6 | 1 18.4 100 116.1 100.3 
Ferdinand..........0.05 1809 to 1820 17 7.5 10 15 12 1 412 15 13.1 | 1184 100 116.1 100.4 
Ferdinand..............1821 to 1823 A me A EF: 10 15 12 1 412 15 13.3 | 1 18.4 100 116.1 100.5 
Ferdinand...,....ececseececees 1824 | 17 8 10 15 12 1 412 15 13 5 | 1 18.5 100 116.1 100.6 
Half dollar, Carolus III........1772 to 1788 | 8 10 10 15 12 142 7 13.4 20 6 50 116.1 48.8 
Carolus IV........1789 to 1808 | 8 12 10 15 12 1 412 7 15.2 | 20.8 50 116.1 | 49.3 
Ferdinand .... ....1809 to 1818 | 8 14 10 15 12 1 412 717 | 21 50 | 116.1 | 49.82 
Quarter dollar, pillar,..........1765 to 1771 | 4 2.7 10 18 12 1112 317.9 | 8.8 25 | 117.7 | 24.2 
Carolus III,....1772 to 1778 | 4 3.5 10 15 12 1412 317.3] 10.2 25 116.1 24 
Carolus IV,....1789 to 1808 ; 4 5 10 15 12 1 412 3 18.7 | 10.3 25 116.1 24.4 
Ferdinand.,.....1809 to 1820 | 4 5.7 10 15 12 1 412 3 19.3 10.4 25 | 116.1 | 24.6 
Ferdinand .............1821| 4 6.5| 10 15 12 142 320 | 10.5 25 | 116.1 24.8 
Eighth of a dollar, pillar........1751to1771 | 2.0.3 10 18 12 1 112 120 | 4.3 12.5 | 117.1 11.8 
Carolus III. .1772 to 1788 | 3 7 10 15 1 418 1 20.6 | 5.1 12.5 | 115.9 12 
Carolus IV, .1789 to 1808 22.5! 101512 1412 | 1213} 5.2 12.5 | 116.1 122 
Ferdinand ,. 1809 to 1819 2 3.5 | 10 15 12 1 412 | 1 22.2 5.3 12.5 | 116.1 12.4 
Ferdinand..........1820 2 4 10 15 12 1 412 1 22,7 5.3 12.5 116.1 12.5 
Sixteenth of dollar, pillar.......1760 to 1771 22.5 10 18 12 1 112 20.5 2 6.2, 117.7 5.5 
Carolus III, 1772 to 1778 1 0 10 15 12 1 412 21.5 2.5 6.2}. 116.1 5.8 
Carolus IV, 1789 to 1808 1 0.7 10 15 12 1412 22,2 2.5 6.23 116.1 6 
Ferdinand... 1809 to 1819 1 1.5 10 15 12 1412 22.9 2.6 6.23 116.1 6.2 
Ferdinand. ..:.....1820 11.7| 101512 1 412 93,1 2.6 6.23! 116.1 6.2 
Cross pistareens, not milled....1715 to 1729 3 3.7 918 0 220 214.5 13,2 17 106.7 16.8 
milled........1730 to 1750 3 13.3 918 0 220 2 22.4 14.9 17 106.7 18.9 
1750 to 1771 3 14 918 0 220 2 22.9 15.1 17 106.7 19 
Head pistareens, Carolus III...1772 to 1788 314.5 915 0 250 2 22.3 16.2 20 105 18.9 
Carolus [V ...1789 to 1808 3 16 915 0 25 0 2 23.5 16.5 20 105 19,2 
Ferdinand.....1809 to 1819 318 915 0 25 0 3 1.1 16.9 20 105 19.6 
Ferdinand...,.1820 to 1824 3 19.5 915 0 250 3 2.3 17.2 20 105 20 
Cross half pistareens .......... 1750 to 1771 1 14.8 918 0 220 1 8 6.8 8.5 106.7 8.6 
Head half pistareens ...... ....1772 to 1800 117.4 915 0 250 1 9.6 7.8 10 105 9 
MEXICO. 
DDOHAP .vaissis.sse00aseees'od0500 Gee to 1004 17 8.3 10 15 12 1 412 15 13.8 1 18.5 100 116.1 100.6 
1825 to 1826 17 8.5 10 15 12 142 15 14 1 18.5 100 116.1 100.7 
CENTRAL AMERICA. 
Dollar .... cccscceeccesceeeese +1824 to 1825 17 8.2 10 15 12 1 412 15 13.7 1 18.5 100 116.1 100.6 
COLOMBIA. 
OWA i056 cacasescvecssosseeelQlo to lGe0 15 11 900 300 11 14,3 3 20.7 75 97 75 












































































































last two years,” I have the honor to transmit a letter from the 
correspondence with the Collectors of the Customs to which it refers. 


Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





each of the last two years. 


numbered from 1 to 6. 


Hon. Ricuarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 





imported without the skin. 
With great respect, I remain your obedient servant, 


Hon. Josep Anperson, Comptroller of the Treasury. 





Sir: Your letter of the 20th instant, requiring information on the 


statement contained in my letter of 20th April last upon the subject. 
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TABLE—Continued. 
= - E Se ef 2 : - 
“ay a} ° Eo o = s ° ra) 
S S =e Eg S = s 
ep = = = > =o = inp =i 
€ . > i 2 2 e = S 
o a o 2 ss = = S 
> 4 = fied = s c ray 
< _ < ~ < oO < < 
a _ re Scall 
siaiac Duts. grs. Oz.dwts.grs.| Oz dwts.grs | Dwts. grs. | Duwts. grs. Cents. Cents. Cents, 
Dollar... ...sccscoesescceeses 1822 to 1824; 17 8 10 15 12 1 412 15 13.5 | 1 18.5 100 116.1 100.6 
182510188 9-17: 8.2] = 10 15 12 1 412 1513.7] 118.5 100 116.1 100.6 
CHILI. 
RRs Succdcoversactibxiee 1822101823. «17: 5.6 | 10.15 12 1412 15 11.4 1 18.2 100 116.1 100 
| 
LA PLATA 
or tic ciriserernstess Isl3to18I5 = sdT_—«55S | 10:15 12 1412 1511.3] 1 18.2 100 116.1 100 
BRAZIL. 
Piece of 960 reas (dollar restamped) ...1822 17 8 10 15 12 1 412 15 13.5 1 18.5 100 116,1 100.6 
Piece of 640 reas.......0..00. Saeeeenes 1824 11 14 10 15 12 1 412 10 9.6 | 1 4.4 65 116.1 67.2 
19ruH Coneress. } No. 768. [2p Sesston, 
IMPORTATION OF SHEEP’S WOOL ON THE SKIN. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 17, 1827. 
Treasury Department, January 16, 1827. 
Sir: In further compliance with the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 11th of 
December, 1826, referred to in the communication from this Department of the 21st of the same month, 
which directed the Secretary of the Treasury “to report to the House whether sheep’s wool on the skin is 


allowed to be imported free of duty, and how much of said wool has been imported during each of the 


I have the honor to remain, with the highest respect, your obedient servant, 


Treasury Department, Comptroller’s Office, January 15, 1827. 


Sir: In compliance with the promise in my report to you, under date of the 19th ultimo, a communi- 
cation was addressed to some of the Collectors of the principal districts requesting them to furnish a 
statement of the sheep’s wool on the skin which was imported into their districts, respectively, during 


I have the honor now to transmit herewith copies of the answers which have been received, being 


Custom-Housr, Baltimore, Collector’s Office, December 23, 1826. 


with the wool on, was received yesterday, and we have given it the attention that was due to the 
importance it has been allowed in the Congress of the United States; but we can add nothing to the 








Comptroller and copies of his 


RICHARD RUSH. 





With considerations of high respect, I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 


JOS. ANDERSON, Comptroller. 


Custom-Hovusr, New York, Collector’s Office, January 3, 1827. 


Sir: I have received your letter of the 20th ultimo requesting information as to the quantity of 
sheep’s wool imported on the skin. In reply, I have to state that no account has been kept in this office 
of sheep’s wool on the skin, and it would be next to impracticable to ascertain the quantity; however, this 
much is known, that the quantity of wool thus imported is very small when compared with the same as 


JONATHAN THOMPSON, Collector. 










subject of sheep skins imported 











The article has been scarcely 
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known here, and when presented to our notice, as before observed, it was perhaps only for floor mats, or 
cleaners, put at entrances of houses. But for whatever use they may have been intended, if brought here 
from a foreign port we took good care to exact the appropriate duty, and go to the very skin, for whatever 
it would yield, as close as any manufacturers. 

I beg your indulgence in a little hastiness, and remain, with much personal respect, sir, your 


obedient servant, 
JAMES H. McCULLOCH. 
JosepH ANDERSON, Esq. 





No. 5. 


District AND Port or Newport, Collector’s Office, December 26, 1826. 
Sir: There has not been an importation of sheep’s wool on the skin at this port during the last two 
ears. 
, Most respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
CHRIST. ELLERY, Collector. 
JosEPH ANDERSON, Esq., Comptroller of the Treasury. 





No. 6. 


Corector’s Orricr, Providence, December 26, 1826. 


Sir: No account of the quantity of sheep’s wool on the skin has been kept in this district, and it is 
believed none has been imported here within the last two years. 
1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS. COLES, Collector. 
JosEePpH ANDERSON, Esq., Comptroller of the Treasury. 





No. 7. 


Appraisers’ Orrice, Boston, December 27, 1826. 


Sir: I find on inquiry that South American sheep skins, with woul, are worth 18 to 19 cehts each. 
The expense of pulling the wool is about 10 cents each, and produce one and a half pound of wool. 

The pelt will generally pay the expense of taking off the wool. Danish skins, with wool, are worth 
34 cents each, and will yield about two pounds each. The expense of pulling is as before stated. 

The above are the only kinds of skins with wool that have been imported into this district, to my 
knowledge, and the quantity has been small. 

Respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
ISAAC WATERS. 
H. A. S. Dearzorn, Esq., Collector. 





No. 8. 


Cotiector’s Orrice, District of New London, December 30, 1826. 


Sir: I had the honor to receive your letter, under date of 20th instant, directing me to furnish, if in 
my power, the quantity of sheep’s wool on the skins imported into this district during the years 1825 
and 1826. 

There has been but one importation for the two years mentioned, which was a small adventure from 
Bermuda, in September last, of very coarse wool. I sent one of the largest dealers in skins, with the 
surveyor, Mr. Champlain, on board the vessel to examine the skins, and they were adjudged by them to 
be 132 pounds of wool, at 5 cents per pound, which agreed with the invoice cost of the skins at Bermuda 
as nearly as could be ascertained. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient, humble servant, 
RICHARD LAW, Collector. 

Hon. Joseph AnpERson, Comptroller of the Treasury. 





No. 9. 
Custom-Hovusr, Boston, December 30, 1826. 

Sm: In addition to the information communicated in my letter of this date, I enclose a statement 
from the appraisers relative to the quality and value of the sheep skins and wool in this country, which 
was not received in time, before the closing of the mail, to accompany my letter. 

They state, also, that none of the kind of wool imported on the skins was worth, in the country where 
obtained, more than nine cents, and most of it not over eight cents per pound. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
H. A. S. DEARBORN. 


JosePH ANDERSON, Esq. 
15 B 
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No. 10. 
Custom-Hovsr, Boston, December 30, 1826. 


Sir: Your communication of the 20th instant has been received. 
The number of sheep skins imported in 1825 was 14,767, and the wool on them was 


estimated to weigh........ new aces ee RANE KEENE E Sore Gs TEER Keene eae 27,568 pounds, 
The number imported in 1826 has been 15,245, and the wool on them is estimated to weigh 26,926 — do, 


Total number of pounds.................. er ere /(MUseevases ee 


These skins came from South America and the Baltic, and the wool was of an inferior quality, a large 
portion of it being worth less than ten cents per pound at the places where obtained. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, H. A. 8. DEARBORN, Collector. 
Jos. ANDERSON, Esq. 





STATEMENTS IN RELATION TO EXISTING AND PROPOSED DUTIES ON WOOLEN GOODS. 
SUBMITTED BY MR. CAMBRELLING TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


List of the sterling cost of woolen goods, and the duty on them, under the present tariff and the proposed one. 



































| 
Sterling cost. Width. | Present duty. Proposed duty. 
s. d. s. d. | 
8 to 1 3 24 INCHES. 2525 020s | 274 per cent....... 75 to 40 per cent. 
1 44 to 2 0 27 inches.....ee.-| 3é} per cent....... 224 to 156 per cent. 
20 to 3 0 27 ADCHES. 2.600054 37} per cent..... ..| 156 to 103 per cent. 
30 to 4 0 27 inches.........| 3Séf per Cent... 103 to 77 per cent. 
40 to 5 0 Si ADONCK 65 58:000% 373 per cent....... 77 to 62 per cent. 
110 to 2 3 45 inches....... vid 271 to 374 percent.) 45} to 37} per ct. 
2 4 to 3 0 45 inches. ....ee0. 37} per cent....... 219 to 173 per cent. 
3 0 to 4 SO INCHES, 2.600000 | 72 per cent.....0. 173 to 127 per cent. 
4 6 to 6 0 54 inches....... “| 37} per cent....... 127 to 103 per cent. 
6 0 to 9 0 54 inches.........| 37} per cent....... 103 to 69 per cent. 
$9 0 012 0 54 inches. ....e.es 37} per cent.......| 69 to 51 per cent. 
12 0 to 14 6 60 inches......... 374 per cent....... 51 to 47 per cent. 
14 6 tol6 9 60 inches.........| 37} per CONE.» o000.! 47 to 41 per cent. 
16 9 to 18 0 OD ADCHBS, 55555504 | 37% per cent.. ... .| 4l to 34 per cent. 
19 0 to25 0 60 inches........ ; 373 per cent....... | 57 to 43 per cent. 
LIST—Continued. 
Articles. Present duty. \Proposed duty. 
: 
Woolen goods to pay a duty on 40 cents the square yard. Per cent. Per cent. 
Piains.— These are coarse blue cloths, costing from 8d to 1s. 3d. per yard; worn generally by sailors, watermen, and by the 
negroes in the Southern States,......sseeseceeeees iveonmesbeseecsee seehsewer Sapapehea Seauwn ceeeheae beeceees ioanaete 271 to 37} 75 to 40 
Pappines.—These are coarse cloths, used principally in stiffening coat collars, costing from 6d. to 18.......esceeesscccecees| 2FtO STE 75 to 40 
FLAanNneLS.—The lower qualities are used by the laboring classes, and costing 4d. to 18......eeeeeeeeeeees iat ane 37} 75 to 40 
BocktnG, Baizes, aND Serces.—The lower qualities are used by the laboring classes, and costing 4d to Is......... eeeeeee | 37} 75 to 40 
Caro.ine Piaips.—An article composed of cotton and wool, not manufactured in the United States, and of which there | 
is a great quantity consumed by the laboring and middle classes......scecececsececcseceeecescees SoReesne sees ease wae | 37} 75 to 40 
CoaTincs anp Lion Sk1ns.—Worn by sailors, watermen, farmers, and the laboring classes........ssseeees 3555559 S10 } 37} 55 to 40 
Low-priceD BroapcLotTus.—Used by the same people as plains, costing from 1s. 10d. to 2s. Bd. ..cececeecsceececcecceces | 375 45} to 37} 
Woolen goods to pay a duty on $2 50 per square yard. | 
Drap Kerseys.—A large quantity of this article is imported, and costing from 1s. 4d. to 5s. It is27inches wide; consumed | 
by sailors, watermen, fishermen, farmers, mechanics, &c...... Scopuanerveese ‘eereeneber Seeabee sien pane eisewaee pisiers .| 374 224 to 62 
Forest CLorus.—UCosting the same as the above, and consumed by the same people....... OE LL TN OTE eee | 37} 224 to 62 
CassIMERES.—Costing from 3s. to 5s.; worn by all classes of people...... See rishacaspees ues peepee ioseaaene Yo Oo | 373 103 to 62 
Broapc.Lotus.—Costing from Qs. 4d. to 6s. These prices include a very large proportion of woolens imported......++++e+- tr 219 to 103 
FLANNELS.—The better qualities will pay the higher duty.........eese006 $00 010000 2 ecccecese cece ecnlsereecceccescccoeceees 374 224 to 156 
Pexisse CLotTus anp Coatines.—Costing from 2s. 4d. to 6s. Neither of these articles are at present manufactured in the 
United States........s00006 ChE SEEM RE SNES NENTS Basihepewesenieanees Seen ene pasbacehe bupackeage Scewsmaiesususwesniets 3i¢ 219 to 103 
Buive Piatns.—Costing from Is. 4d. to 3s...... ehpene ee ee SReh Sash aueee cer eb os chee eisesuuobs NS ITT ere 372 224 to 103 
Woo ten Suawts.—An article not manufactured here, and worn principally by the laboring people.....sssseeecevecessoees 37} 224 to 103 
MIDDLE PRICED AND FINE BROADCLOTHS.—Costing from 65s. to 168.9d.....ccceeccccescescnsseeceesesssess sees sesesseseces 374 103 to 41 
Woolen goods to pay a duty on $4 the square yard. 
BROADCLOTHS—Costing from 19s. tO Q5s....scecesceseeves scieewane iseehwess Sue esaceneeneeuseeeuancecan Gabsaenesewaneun 37} 57 to 43 














These calculations are made the same as the duty is now paid in New York. There may be errors in them, but the proposed duty is under stated. 
What is called 33: per cent. under the present tariff is, in fact, 374 per cent. The way in which the duty is calculated is as follows: 
$100 00 
y 


Take an invoice amounting in England to ........cccccccccccscesecce (én sesbahessew seanee 
2 00 


Two per cent. is added for charges at the shipping POrt.......eeeeeceeceecececcccececscccecs 
Then the ad valorem duty of 10 per cent. added, iS.......cccsesececeececerceccscnceeesesees 


’ Then the 33} per cent., or one-third, is taken........eeeee- OTe rererrr errr ree rere rire ree ; f ‘ 
Leaving $37 50 within ten cents; but before the goods are clear of the custom-house the duty and expenses will invariably exceed $37 50; on coarse 


goods it will be 38 per cent. 
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DUTY ON IMPORTED SALT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 23, 1827. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled: 


The undersigned, having been named as a committee to draught a memorial to Congress on the subject of 
the repeal of the duty on salt, humbly show: 


That the distress of the Revolution and the high price and want of salt led some enterprising 
individuals to attempt to make it from sea-water by solar evaporation; that at that time, when salt sold 
for three or four silver dollars per bushel, the manufacture partially succeeded. After the revolutionary 
war, until the year 1804, a very considerable increase and improvement was made in the manufactories; 
at that time the salt tax was repealed. The State of Massachusetts, perceiving the situation in which 
this important manufacture was placed, and well remembering revolutionary sufferings for the want of 
that necessary article, immediately passed a law entirely exempting the manufactories of salt from all 
taxation, which law continued in force until lately. The manufactories continued, and, in consequence of 
our difficulties with Great Britain, were tolerably prosperous until the year 1814, when a law passed 
Congress laying a duty of twenty cents per bushel. Since the year 1814 the manufactories have 
constantly increased until the present day. Improvements in the manufacture have from time to time 
been made until the present. At this time the salt manufactured is generally of the best quality, and is 
done with as little labor and expense as circumstances will admit. At the present price of salt the 
manufactories afford a moderate profit, which can readily be understood when we state that as many as 
can be placed upon one acre of land would be sufficient to manufacture about 450 bushels of salt and 
would cost $1,500, and that they are liable to be injured by wind and need frequent repairs. In addition, 
the water must be pumped from the ocean, and these vats carefully covered at night to avoid rain and 
dews. These manufactories, extending from the State of Rhode Island to Cape Anne on the seaboard, 
afford an opportunity to those who have been engaged in navigation, when they retire from business, by 
reason of age or other circumstances, if they can raise a small capital, to invest it in a salt manufactory. 
There are hundreds who have no other means of living; they have a small capital invested in salt-works, 
and with their labor in tending them they obtain a living. 

Permit us to express some surprise that a report has been laid before the Senate stating that, 
“notwithstanding the duty on salt, its manufacture on the seaboard has declined rather than increased.” 
This statement we consider as entirely a mistake. Some small manufactories may have declined and 
gone to decay; we have known of a few; but we have no hesitation in saying, for we know the fact, 
(some of us being conversant with every part of the seacoast in the Union,) that the salt manufactories 
on the seacoast have more than doubled within seven years past, and more than twice the quantity of 
salt is now manufactured from sea-water than was manufactured seven years ago. Nor is the manufactory 
inconsiderable. We have in the county of Barnstable fifteen millions of feet of vats, worth, at a fair 
estimate, $1,300,000. Each manufactory is entirely separate, and there are more than 1,000 owners. 

Depressed as commerce has been for some time past, we know that on return voyages the merchants 
are anxious to bring salt. They have brought it until the market has been glutted with the imported 
salt and our domestic salt. The effect has been the depression of the price; it has gradually fallen from 
60 to 50, 40, and this year good salt has not brought more than 33 cents per bushel at the manufactories. 
Owing to the weather the last year our crop was small, and as the price was low our income from salt 
was small. We were aware that the merchant who imported salt complained and the manufacturer 
complained of hard times. The competition is severe, but both must continue to struggle, if possible. 
If the manufacture be abandoned, all the capital must be lost. This might benefit the importer, for, having 
got rid of competition, he might make better profits. The manufacturers and importers have been 
complaining of the low price of salt, but we were surprised that the farmers and purchasers also 
complained. We have supposed that all duties and imposts were laid mainly with a view to revenue, 
and that the encouragement of any particular manufacture was a secondary consideration. Be that as it 
may, a duty was laid on salt in 1814, and has been continued to this time. What effect that duty has 
had upon the price we are unable to determine, but under it our salt manufactories have grown up. We 
have an extensive seacoast, affording an abundant opportunity to others to engage in the business, Salt 
springs abound in the interior. If it be a necessary article, why should we not manufacture it ourselves 
and be independent of foreign nations? We therefore pray Congress to consider what good reason there 
can be for destroying our only manufactories, while all others are encouraged. We do not complain if 
others are protected, nor pray for an increase of duty. But we are confident that for a few years past 
the salt manufactories have greatly increased, and that the present price is the very lowest for which it 
can be afforded. If, therefore, the duty be partially repealed, it must be partial ruin; and if wholly 
repealed, total ruin and a total loss of the capital invested. 

ISAIAH CROWELL. 
AMOS OTIS, Jr. 
STRABO CLARK. 
SETH KELLEY. 
DAVID CROWELL. 
JOSHUA WINSLOW. 
LORING CROCKER. 
DANIEL CROCKER. 
CHARLES HALLET. 
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FRAUDS IN THE IMPORTATION OF WOOLEN GOODS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 20, 1827. 


Treasury DeEpartTMENtT, January 24, 1827. 


Sir: In obedience to that part of the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 22d instant, 
which directs the Secretary of the Treasury to inform the House, if the information be attainable, of 
“the quantity of manufactures of wool, or in which wool is a component part, (except worsted stuffs and 
blankets,) imported in the several years between the 30th of September, 1820, and 30th of September, 
1826, designating, so far as may be, the quantity of such manufactures which cost not more than forty 
cents the square yard, the quantity which cost not more than one dollar the square yard, and the quantity 
which cost one dollar and fifty cents the square yard,” I have the honor to transmit herewith a report 
from the Register, dated yesterday, by which it appears that the information sought cannot be furnished 
by the Treasury, as the returns from the custom-houses exhibit only the value of goods subject to ad valo- 
rem duty. 

For reply to the remainder of the resolution, which directs the Secretary to inform the House whether 
there is any evidence in the Department “to prove the existence of frequent frauds or evasions of the 
revenue laws by false valuations or descriptions of such goods, (those specified in the former branch of 
the resolution,) and if so, to what extent and amount,” I beg leave to state that there is no evidence, of 
record in the Department, of the nature indicated. Verbal representations to that effect were, however, 
made to it by respectable persons during the latter part of last and the beginning of the present month. 
These representations it was not thought proper to disregard; and in order to call the attention of the 
Collectors promptly and specially to them, a circular letter was addressed to these officers at the principal 
seaports, viz: at Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Norfolk, Charleston, Savannah, and New 
Orleans, dated the 6th instant; and under the same date a separate letter was addressed to the Collector 
of New York, the port against which the allegations of fraudulent importation, touching the goods in 
question, were mainly directed. Copies of these letters are enclosed, together with copies of the answers 
from the Collectors of New York and Baltimore, being all that have as yet been received. This corre- 
spondence comprehends all the information of which the Department is at present in possession on the 
subject-matter of the latter clause of the resolution. 

I have the honor to remain, with great respect, your obedient servant, 


RICHARD RUSH. 
Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





Treasury Department, Register’s Office, January 23, 1827. 


The Register of the Treasury, to whom was referred so much of the resolution of the House of Rep- 
resentatives of the 22d instant as relates to furnishing “the quantity of manufactures of wool, or of 
which wool is a component part, (except worsted stuffs and blankets,) imported in the several years 
between the 30th of September, 1820, and 30th of September, 1826, designating, so far as may be, the 
quantity of such manufacture which costs not more than forty cents the square yard, the quantity which 
costs no more than one dollar the square yard, and the quantity which costs one dollar and fifty cents the 
square yard,” respectfully reports that there are no materials in the Treasury which will enable the 
Department to furnish the information called for by the resolution, as the returns from the custom-houses 
exhibit only the value of such articles as are subject to ad valorem duties. 

JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 

Hon. Ricnarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 





Treasury DeparTMENT, January 26, 1827. 


Sir: In addition to the circular which you will receive under this date, it is proper I should mention 
that accounts have reached the Department, through other channels than the newspapers, that woolen 
cloths entered at the custom-house in New York have had the value put on them abroad in an unfinished, 
or apparently unfinished state, upon the basis of which value the duty is computed; and that afterwards, 
by some slight process of finishing, they are brought up to a value out of all proportion to the expense of 
such finishing; in which state of augmented value, after having thus defrauded the revenue, they are 
thrown upon the market, to the injury of the American manufacturer. I have therefore to draw your 
special attention to this subject, by which it would appear that the whole intention of the act of Congress 
of the 1st of March, 1828, is in danger of being defeated. It is expected that you will be extremely 
vigilant in your efforts to detect all such expedients to get the better of the law, enforcing promptly the 
penalties of its thirteenth section wherever this can be done, and making immediate representations of all 
the circumstances of the case to this Department where it cannot be done. 

I remain, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 


JoNnaTHAN THompson, Esq., Collector, New York. 
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Treasury Department, January 6, 1827. 


Sm: Representations have been made to this Department that, in the entries of foreign merchandise 
imported into the United States, the duties, through various devices and evasions still practiced on the 
part of the importers, are frequently charged upon an under valuation of the merchandise, whereby the 
revenue is defrauded, and the interest of our home manufactures injuriously affected. These represen- 
tations have not been made in a shape sufficiently definite to be given to you in detail, but they have 
proceeded from sources too respectable to be disregarded. 

It is therefore deemed proper to advise you of them, and to make this letter circular to the Collectors 
of the principal seaports. Its object is two-fold: First, to recall your attention to the act of Congress of 
the 1st of March, 1823, and particularly to the fifth and thirteenth sections of it, in order to the most rigid 
execution of their provisions, and the most scrutinizing inquiries into the artifices that may be resorted to 
to defeat them. Secondly, that if, in your opinion, any new act or modification of the present one is 
necessary to secure a more strict and faithful valuation of foreign merchandise paying ad valorem duty, 
you will communicate that opinion to this Department, in connexion with the facts and remarks that may 
serve to shed the best light upon it. 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 





Custom-Hovuse, Cottector’s Orrice, New York, January 12, 1827. 


Sm: Ihave received your circular, and another letter of the 6th instant, relative to frauds having 
been committed on the revenue, particularly at this port, in the importation of woolen goods, being 
invoiced below their true value, either in a finished or unfinished state. No such importations have come 
to my knowledge, excepting a few importations of stuff goods, the greater number of which have been 
submitted to you under the second appraisement. If there have been any, they must have been trivial 
indeed, for I have personally, from the commencement of my duties in this office, inspected the entries 
and invoices of goods subject to ad valorem duties, and designated the particular packages for the exami- 
nation of the appraisers, who, I am confident, have carefully and faithfully attended to the values of the 
merchandise sent to them for examination. I have referred the aforesaid communications to the appraisers, 
and herewith transmit their report, by which you will see how much foundation there has been for the 
representations and communications made. With the report of the appraisers, and their suggestion 
relative to bounties and discounts on British linens, I accord. The importation of British woolen goods 
during the last year was comparatively small to that of the preceding year, and generally at a loss, as 
was frequently stated, of 20 to 25 per cent. to the importer I do not perceive how it could be otherwise, 
as our manufacturers could buy their wool as cheap as those of England; they could card, spin, and weave 
as cheap; the dyeing and finishing is probably less in England. Against this advantage our manufacturers 
have the duties of 334 per cent. ad valorem, packing, transportation, freight, insurance, interest, commission, 
and a difference of 10 to 12 per cent. in the exchange; all of which charges would operate as a bounty of 
about 50 per cent.in favor of our manufacturers. I have often heard persons concerned in British woolen 
manufactories say that they could manufacture their goods at less cost in this country than in England, 
and that they were disposed to transfer their establishments to this country, but the only difficulty in the 
way was in disposing of their property there without a very great sacrifice. 

The ad valorem duty on imported wool is quite too low; it should be a specific duty of ten cents per 
pound, as the farmers of our country can produce all that is necessary for our manufactories, and also for 
exportation, provided encouragement was given them. As it now is, we receive the refuse of almost all 
the markets in the world, and the article is imported in a very dirty and filthy state. The quantity and 
quality tends to depress the value of that which is good and clean, whether imported or produced in our 
country. Our manufacturers and consumers both suffer, as a prime or good fabric cannot be made from 
bad or inferior materials. 

I remain, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
JONATHAN THOMPSON, Collector. 

Hon. Ricuarp Rusu. 





Appratsers’ Orrce, New York, January 11, 1827. 

Sm: From certain publications preceding the application of the woolen manufacturers for an 
alteration of the tariff, we were prepared to expect the communications made by the Secretary of the 
Treasury under date of the sixth instant, and, we have been endeavoring to ascertain the direction of the 
party to whom his suspicions or information might reasonably attach. 

That impositions to a limited extent, not sufficiently gross to be met by the provisions or penalties 
of the law, may be occasionally practiced upon this and other custom-houses in the United States, we 
cannot reasonably doubt, because the difference between possible purchases for cash and actual purchases 
on long payments by persons of questionable credit, under the present commercial and manufacturing 
distresses in the foreign market, enables the latter class of purchasers to misrepresent prices in their 
invoices, and state them much below actual cost, without any means of detection by the custom-houses 
here. But that any considerable amount of importations has passed this custom-house below possible 
prices, the examinations under our superintendence authorize us confidently and unequivocally to deny. 

According to our best recollection, few or no cloths have been imported from England denominated 
by invoice “unfinished cloths.” There are, however, occasional importations made by an English merchant 
here, (not called “wnfinished cloths,’”) who has erected a brushing establishment for the purpose of 
re-polishing cloths, which, from the insufficiency of their original polish, from their lying long unsold in ware- 
houses, or from any other cause, require a better face in order to exhibit them more attractively to 
purchasers at our auction stores. The goods imported by the owner of this establishment have undergone 
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a careful scrutiny at our office; but we have never discovered in their materials, texture, or prices, any 
reasonable grounds to question the correctness of his Invoices, 

From the intimate knowledge you have of the course of business under our charge, you must be 
sensible that if satisfactory cause existed for the extravagant rumors which have reached the Treasury 
Department we should long since have been apprised of it, either by private or other communications 
from those immediately aggrieved; especially as we offer inducements for such communications, by 
adopting instant measures for the correction of abuses, and by uniform and constant expressions of 
thanks to those who thus enable us to disarm fraud of its mischief, and to arraign it for punishment, 
But, in this case, the respectable gentlemen who are possessed of the secret have made no communication 
to us; nor are we enabled from our own inquiries to distinguish any one In this community, or connected 
with importations here, to whom we can reasonably ascribe the unpunished frauds which have been made 
the subject of this formal representation to Government. 

With regard to modifications of the present tariff, (if it be proper for us to speak,) we believe we 
could suggest several amendments tending to simplify and facilitate the collection of duties; and so far 
as impositions upon the revenue are concerned, we do not hesitate to say that the most serious one consists 
of the indulgence allowed by law and practice towards foreign bounties, especially on British linens, 
which, by reducing their price on exportation in many instances thirty per cent., deprives the revenue of 
its legitimate ratio of duty, and enables the foreign artisan to labor for one of our staple supplies upon 
terms at least equal, if not more favorable than our own. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
ABRAHAM K. LAWRENCE. 
FREDERICK JENKINS. 
JONATHAN Tuompson, Esq., Collector. 





Custom-Hovse, Baltimore, Collector’s Office, January 10, 1827. 


Sir: Your letter of the 5th instant was received here this morning, and is declared to be intended for 

a circular to the Collectors of the principal seaports. As such it would need no answer, but a dutiful 
attention to the injunctions it contains. These, however, being the observance of laws that have long 
been the rule of our actions, it might only perhaps be necessary to assure you of our readiness and zeal 
to execute them, and especially the provisions of the act to which you call our particular attention. The 
appraisers of this port seem sufficiently alert and skilful in the performance of their duties, and the 
officer charged with the squaring of such goods as are subjected to it by law is observant and careful of 
their qualities, &c., as well as that circumstance. The invoices of the importers are all in their hands, and 
the operations of each enlarge the sphere of examination beyond the simple letter of the law. They 
result, indeed, in a double examination in most instances, especially when it is further observed that 
upon exportation another examination takes places. Upon the whole, there appears nothing for us to 
inicate, agreeably to the direction in the conclusion of your letter, that would tend to secure a more 
valuation of merchandise paying ad valorem duty. There is no objection to more 





com 








Strict and faithiul iuatio 

specific duties. except that they will require more officers, and that, beside the expenses to the public 
and to individuals, the importers are more incommoded, (perhaps it might be said harassed,) than they 
are at present: with little more advantage than that it would compel those who now talk of “ devices and 
evasions, frauds on the revenue, and injuries to home manufactories,” to shift their ground a little and 
change their surmises. This they can easier do than the enactment and execution of laws can be made 


satisfactory: particularly as you observe, ‘these representations are not in a shape sufliciently definite 
to be given us in detail.” However respectable the sources of these may be, we cannot but observe 
that our experience does not correspond with them; and we feel bound to make an explicit declaration, 
in respect to the mercantile body with whom we communicate, that no body of men, in any occupation, 
appears better to deserve our faith and commendation than they. We have many spontaneous acts in 
cases against their pecuniary interests, and information of their receiving what never would be known 
but by their own declaration, and every assistance given us in investigations of doubtful cases. We 
have further to say that we have lately instituted particular inquiries upon the importations of foreign 
houses here, and have been assured by intelligent native merchants, importing largely on their own 
accounts, that the invoices of goods from English owners and manufacturers are almost universally above 
their value—it being erroneously supposed by them that high prices will effect proportionately better 
Saie€s. 

It will not be without the scope of present consideration, and I beg leave to say that overwrought 
and strained laws and regulations will finally fail, either by their own tension breaking, or relaxing 
powerless. Such laws will not be long executed thoroughly. And it is probable that the examinations 
of goods being much multiplied, some of them will be neglected or slurred over. Such are those of goods 
transported coastwise, small articles, as wood screws, tacks, wire, &c., of little value, and enclosed in 
large packages of ironmongery, which must be opened, with great trouble and inconvenience to merchants 
and officers, to ascertain the weights, numbers, &c. They are too probably taken by the invoice account 
to save the trouble and vexation. There is nothing lost, I imagine, by this; but it has a bad effect as 
regards the laws. It would be better to suffer some loss, if it were actually so, than to weaken the 
moral effect of laws. Such things have been suggested by those who are neither moralists nor politicians, 
whose object is a conjectural, and at best a pitiful gain. 

I remain, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES H. McCULLOCH. 
Ricuarp Rusu, Esq. 
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PROTECTION TO WOOLEN MANUFACTURES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 1, 1827. 


REPORT. 


COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 


In House or Representatives, January 26, 1827. 
The Special Committee of the House of Representatives, to which was referred so much of the Governor’s 


message as relates to the depressed state of our woolen manufactures, have taken the same subject 
into consideration, and respectfully report: 


That your committee are deeply impressed with the importance of our woolen manufactures as a 
source of wealth to this Commonwealth, and as essential to that real independence of foreign nations by 
which our national resources are to be made adequate to supplying us with every indispensable com- 
modity. Your commitiee have reason to believe that a large amount of capital is already invested in woolen 
manufactures, which now give employment and support to thousands of our citizens, and that an addi- 
tional amount of capital will seek similar investments if our manufactures obtain relief from their present 
embarrassments. 

This relief must proceed from measures devised and adopted by the wisdom of Congress, and calculated 
to protect our own manufactures from the ruinous competition of an overgrown foreign manufacturing 
interest. ‘To Congress is given, by the Constitution, the power to “regulate commerce;” and your com- 
mittee cannot doubt that, in the existing emergency, Congress will exercise this power in the manner 
most conducive to the mutual benefit of our manufacturing, agricultural, and commercial interests. The 
period has gone by when it can be successfully urged that the protection of the first of these great inter- 
ests must be injurious to the others. Commerce and agriculture find their best resources and support in 
manufacturing industry and its results, and, reciprocally, manufactures create new markets for the products 
of agriculture and commerce, and breathe new life into the labors of the husbandman and the enterprise 
of the merchant. To the wisdom of Congress, therefore, your committee look for such measures as are 
calculated to relieve our woolen manufactures in their present depressed condition, and they accordingly 
recommend the adoption of a resolve herewith submitted. 

Per order of the committee. 


JOHN BRAZER DAVIS, Chairman. 


“ Resolved, That the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts is deeply 
impressed with the importance of our woolen manufactures as a source of national wealth and power, and 
have full confidence in the wisdom of Congress to devise and adopt such measures as shall relieve them 
in their present depression.” 





Boston, January 26, 1827. 


Dear Sir: As it is possible that the fate of the new tariff on woolens may not have been decided on 
the receipt of this letter, and conceiving that a few statements of facts may be of some service to us, I 
take the liberty of forwarding to you two votes passed yesterday by the Wolcott Woolen Manufacturing 
Company, in consequence of the great losses they have met with during the past year, their accounts 
having been made up to the 3lst December, 1826, and show a loss of more than ten per cent. upon their 
capital stock, not by bad debts, as they do not exceed one hundred dollars, but in consequence of the large 
quantity of woolens sent to this country from England and Germany, and sold at auction at a very great 
loss, if the fair duties had been paid upon them. 

The Wolcott Woolen Manufacturing Company have been incorporated several years; they have the 
most approved machinery, and the cloths made at the factory have been sold from $1 75 to $10 374 per yard; 
they obtained the medal of the New England Society for the best cloth exhibited in October last; there 
has been manufactured at the factory during the past year forty-four thousand five hundred and seventy- 
five yards broadcloth, valued at from $1 50 to $8 per yard. The losses by other woolen manufactories must 
be about equal to ours; and we must suspend the business entirely, unless the Government grant us some 
protection by an increase of duties. 

In the factory at Woodstock, to which the second vote refers, we have had in full operation the last 
year fifteen broad hand-looms and other necessary machinery for making superfine cloths; you will 
observe that mill is to be closed as soon as possible; and at Southbridge we have had sixteen power- 
looms and five hand-looms in operation, together with the necessary machinery for finishing, &c. One- 
fourth part of the hands employed there are to be dismissed immediately, and the wages of those retained 
are to be reduced; and it is our intention to continue to lessen the number employed until the work is 
entirely suspended, unless we get some relief from Congress during the present session. 

With the hope that you will afford us all the assistance in your power, I remain, with great respect, 
your obedient servant, 

SAMUEL TORREY. 

Hon. Dante, Wesster. 





At a meeting of the directors of the Wolcott Woolen Manufacturing Company, holden on Thursday, 
January 25, 1827. 
Present: Wm. Payne, president, Ebenezer T. Andrews, John Williams, and S. Torrey. 
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Voted, That the agent be required to dismiss, as soon as possible, one-fourth part of the hands now 
employed in the factory at Southbridge; and that the wages of those retained in the employ of the com- 
pany be reduced, so as to average about twenty per cent. from the prices now paid. 

Voted, That the agent be required to have finished all the cloth now in preparation at Woodstock, 
and to suspend all business there by the Ist of April next, if possible. 

A true copy of the record. 


Attest: SAMUEL TORREY, Clerk. 
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IMPORTATIONS OF WOOL AND WOOLEN MANUFACTURES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 38, 1827. 


Treasury Department, February 2, 1827. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 12th ultimo, “directing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to report to the House an abstract of the quantity and qualities of foreign 
wool and woolen manufactures imported into this country during the last two years, designating the 
countries from which imported, and where produced or manufactured, respectively, and whether on foreign 
account and in foreign vessels, or by citizen merchants, and in their own vessels, together with the 
invoice prices of each, respectively, and the rate and amount of duties they have paid;” 

And, also, “directing the Secretary of the Treasury to report to the House whether any, and if any, 
what, evasions of the duties imposed by law on imported foreign wool and woolen manufactures have 
been practiced within the same period, and where, and by whom, and the most effectual means, in his 
opinion, for preventing in future all such evasions, and on what and how much of each of these com- 
modities, and where and by whom the power to assess and impose duties thereon, at a rate exceeding the 
invoiced prices thereof, has been exercised and enforced,” I have the honor to transmit herewith a letter 
of the Register of the Treasury, dated the Ist instant, accompanied by three tabular statements, which 
contain the information required by the first clause of the resolution, so far as the same is afforded by 
the returns which have been made to this Department. 

Under the second clause, I beg leave to submit, as containing the views of the Department upon the 
several points referred to, a report of the Comptroller of the Treasury, dated the 30th of December, to 
whom has been assigned, under the provisions of the act of the 8th of May, 1792, the superintendence of 
the collection of the duties on imposts and tonnage; and as further connected with this branch of the 
subject, I respectfully beg leave to refer to a former report of this Department to the House, under date 
of the 24th ultimo, and to the documents which accompanied that report, as presenting information 
deemed to be within the scope of this part of the resolution. 

I have the honor to remain, with the highest respect, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 


Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives of the United States. 





Treasury Department, Legister’s Office, February 1, 1827. 


Sm: I have the honor to transmit herewith statements exhibiting the value, &c., of manufactures of 
wool, &c., imported into the United States in American and foreign vessels during the years 1825 and 
1826, prepared in pursuance of a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 12th December, 1826. 

The Treasury does not possess materials for complying fully with the resolution, as the custom-house 
returns do not distinguish between importations made by citizen merchants from those on foreign account. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Ion. R. Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 





Treasury Department, Comptroller’s Office, December 30, 1826. 


Sir: In reply to that part of the resolution of the House of Representatives of the twelfth instant, 
which you referred to me, and which is in the following words: “ Resolved, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be directed to report to this House whether any, and if any, what, evasions of the duties imposed 
by law on imported foreign wool and woolen manufactures have been practiced within the same period, 
(meaning the last two years,) and where, and by whom, and the most effectual means, in his opinion, for 
preventing in future all such evasions, and in what and how much of each of these commodities, and 
where and by whom the power to assess and impose duties thereon, at a rate exceeding the invoiced 
prices thereof, has been exercised and enforced,” I have the honor to state that I have no knowledge of 
any evasions of the kind alluded to having been practiced on the officers of the customs; some of whom, 
however, according to their views of the exemptions by law in relation to raw hides or skins, have 
admitted sheep skins with the wool on free of duty, on the subject of which a report was made to you by 
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this Department on the 19th instant, in compliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives, 
under date of the eleventh of the current month. 

With respect to the power which has been exercised and enforced of assessing and imposing duties 
on foreign wool and woolen manufactures at a rate exceeding the invoiced prices, I have to observe, 
that the power of making additions to the invoice prices, not only of these particular articles, but of all 
ad valorem goods, whereby the amount of duty on them is increased, is expressly given by the 11th 
section of the supplementary collection law of 20th April, 1818, and the 13th section of that of the first 
of March, 1823, to the appraisers authorized to be appointed under these laws respectively. 

It has been considered by this Department to have been the object and policy of these laws to 
establish a system whereby all importers of the same description, texture, and quality of ad valorem 
goods would have to pay the same amount of duty; and this, it was conceived, was to be effectuated 
through the vigilance of the Collectors and appraisers, by obtaining correct information as to the current 
market value of such goods; and if any invoices were presented which were suspected not to exhibit such 
value, to apply the corrective which appraisements afforded. 

Instructions, accordingly, were given to these officers; but by a decision of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, at its last session, in the case of the United States vs. Tappan, the words “true value,” in 
the 11th section of the first mentioned act, are to be considered as meaning the actual cost of the goods, and 
not their current market value; and, therefore, although a Collector may suspect that goods are invoiced 
below the current market value thereof, yet, if he does not suspect that they are invoiced below their true 
and actual cost, he has ao right to direct an appraisement. 

The grounds upon which this decision appears to me mainly to rest are, that the purport of the oath 
to be taken by the person entering ad valorem goods, taking the 4th and 5th sections of that act in 
connexion, is, that the invoice exhibits the actual cost of the goods; that any other construction would 
place it out of the power of any man to take the oath; and hence, that it would be unreasonable that an 
importer of such goods should be liable to a penalty because the invoice did not exhibit a fact differing 
from that to which he was required to swear. 

The act of 1818 having, however, expired by its own limitation, it may be proper to advert to the 
provisions of the act of 1823, which was passed as a substitute for the former, in order to ascertain how 
far the principles of the decision of the Supreme Court are applicable to the existing law. 

By referring to the provisions of the 4th, 5th, Tth, and 8th sections of this law, as to the forms of the 
oaths to be taken, and the manner in which the ad valorem duties are to be estimated, it will be perceived 
that it is only in the case of goods actually purchased that the invoice is to exhibit the actual cost, and the 
duties are to be estimated with reference to such cost; and not when goods are procured in any other 
manner than by purchase, or when shipped on a manufacturer’s own account, in which cases the invoices 
are to exhibit the fair market value. 

The principles of the decision of the Supreme Court are, therefore, considered applicable to the 
existing law only so far as respects importations of ad valorem goods actually purchased. 

But it is with great deference submitted, whether, even in such cases, it would not comport with 
sound policy to modify that law so far as to give to the Collectors the right to direct appraisements to be 
made, although they may not suspect that the invoices de not exhibit the actual cost, but have reason to 
believe that they do not exhibit the fair market value. 

If it be equitable, as to the question between the importer and the Government, that, on all impor- 
tations of ad valorem goods of the same fabric, texture, and quality, the same amount of duty should be 
paid; and if this equality cannot be effectuated in any other manner than by appraisements, the propriety 
of granting the right in question, it is respectfully conceived, will be manifest. 

Contemporaneous, however, with a modification in this respect of the existing law it may be 
considered proper, as the importer is to swear that the invoice exhibits the actual cost; and, therefore, 
it is not reasonable that he should be liable to the additional 50 per cent. specified in the law, because the 
invoice does not exhibit a different fact, namely, the fair market value of the goods, that a further modification 
should be made, so as to exempt an importer of goods actually purchased from such liability, unless it 
should be satisfactorily ascertained that the invoice does not exhibit the actual cost. 

With these modifications in the existing law, importers of goods actually purchased would, in the case 
of appraisements, be subject to pay duties only on such additional amount as the appraisers might adjudge 
the invoice prices to be below the fair market value of the goods, unless the invoice should prove to be 
fraudulent, when they would be liable to the additional 50 per cent. 

In conclusion, it may be observed that, as the law stands, the oath of the party interested, as to the 
cost of the goods, will generally be received as conclusive evidence, and, on a matter of fact, in relation 
to which the Collectors, possessing no information, will feel a delicacy in questioning; but if they were, 
in all cases, left to the exercise of their judgment as to whether the invoices exhibited the fair market 
value, they would then be enabled to act understandingly, the means of information as to that value being 
within their reach. 

With considerations of high respect, I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
JOS. ANDERSON, Comptroller. 

Hon. Ricnarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 
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information required by the resolution. 


DUTIES ON IMPORTATIONS FROM CANADA FOR THREE Y 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 3, 1827. 


[2p Sesston. 


ARS. 


Treasury Department, February 2, 1827. 


The Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





I have the honor to remain, with the highest respect, your most obedient servant, 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 23d ultimo, “directing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to inform the House what amount of revenue was collected during the three 
years ending the 30th of September last in each of the States of Vermont, New York, Pennsylvania, and 
Ohio, on British manufactures, and on teas, entered at the custom-houses on our inland frontier,” I have 
the honor to transmit three statements, prepared by the Register of the Treasury, which contain the 


RICHARD RUSH. 


Statement showing the amount of duties accruing on merchandise imported into the State of Vermont during 
the years ending on the 30th September, 1824, 1825, and 1826. 





Districts. 


Vermont..ceeeceees @ eceecees- seve eecccccces $000 s0c0ee Ceeeee eocvccce 





MERCHANDISE IMPORTED. 























Years. | P st ' Total. 
H Paying specific duties. 
| Paying duties |_ acs Si 
| advalorem. | l pens 
| Teas. Other articles. 
| | 
1824 | $1,423 49 |..... rere rere $6,424 30 $7,847 79 
1825 BOWEN lex accacocrneveres 3,140 43 6,058 04 
1826 | 2,346 90 | aiiia beaten auisae 1,409 95 3,756 85 
6,688 00 |....... soseccces 10,974 68 17,662 68 








TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, January 31, 1827. 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


Statement showing the amount of duties accruing on merchandise imported into the districts of Champlain, 
Sackelt's Harbor, Oswego, Niagara, Genesee, Oswegatchie, Cape Vincent, and Buffalo Creek, in the State of 
New York, during the years ending the 30th September, 1824, 1825, and 1826. 














MERCHANDISE IMPORTED. 





























Districts. Years. A a ’ Total. 
Paying specific duties. 
Paying duties 
ad valorem. | 
Teas. | Other articles. 
MATMMMIBALTLEMN sin'n;ein 6 66 ¥ic ls W0i0's:6:5501910:0'%0'016.6.4.6 Ose a eiuioleniee 6eine Seen sees sees 1824 $3,046 01 $20 42 $2,321 60 $5,388 03 
1825 1,841 57 47 | 1,893 8&5 3,735 89 
1826 2,209 94 EO PET FECT | 802 19 3,012 13 
| 
7,097 52 20 89 | 5,017 64 12,136 05 
| 
Sackett’s Harbor......++. aA seal alana at naioeeud ieeawents 1424 a etadiaane 25 90 150 67 
1825 GPOO  Pussexsceteccuscs 20 64 90 54 
1826 BGs) Laddccsddseqceeen 26 95 46 30 
SERRE Peawccaccucaeuses 73 49 287 51 
EWE cise cescacs DR PO eee Pe oP Se ee eee TORR ft Webwece caes ccdcbakeddnoss0cnsecs scctcccsdiceducal ccncenenenes secs 
EOE © [eaciievelocucscadlceeetsusenavensel cacenetaceaekecepesee cneduccamues 
1826 Sadeiepacacignccboscdassuees mcr jaewenesic avaee 


NIABATA sis skasdossassee pale ausvasieseans SilcioawinsGeneinseareaneeine tees 
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STATEMENT—Continued. 





Districts. 


Years. 





Genesee ....00ccceee 


eeeeeeeece 


Oswegatchi€ oossereececescrseeeeees vee eeeeeeeeereceees eeecevecece eee. 


Buffalo Creek..... «ese Sabbsneshsbul esas e BakebSebbe eens ones eeccee 


Cape Vincent... . 00000000 000000 seAGhESER AG Nas ShRSSheE ee sewsen s0aea0 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, January 31, 1827. 





1824 
1825 
1826 


1824 
1825 
1826 


1824 
1825 
1826 


1824 
1825 
1826 


















































JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 





i 
MERCHANDISE IMPORTED. 
Paying specific duties. Total. 
Paying duties 
ad valorem. 
Teas. Other articles. 

ISSA | Sccewawese es $65 79 $204 50 
164 69 Shehabeeeceuaese 404 00 568 69 
100 17 eeeew anew seis 40 17 140 34 
403 57 pes seenpinashee 509 96 913 53 

1,090 11 $0 26 1,501 85 2,592 29 
90207 = fecsoccccccecee 483 66 1,385 73 
912 97 116 78 342 88 1,372 63 

2,905 15 117 40 2,328 39 5,350 58 
413 71 pelea die sienieuaess 23 72 437 43 
670 27 eoccccscccccccces 126 06 796 33 
DOSED ecseacee esse oues 55 40 593 52 

1,622 10 | seseenieuee seeaes 205 18 1,827 28 
236 74 |eenseeeeeeee 2% 681 17 917 91 
B58Ol  jovsxessx peeareus 382 74 1,040 75 
138 75 | sBwaie Sieebahaeee 51 93 190 68 

1,033 50 |...eee. ioe beenas 1,115 84 2,149 34 





Statement showing the amount of duties accrued on merchandise imported into the districts of Miami, Cuyahoga, 
and Sandusky, in the State of Ohio, during the years ending September 30, 1824, 1825, and 1826. 





Districts. 


Years. 





Miami.... 


OOo Coe e ee eHEE SEH EH OEEE HHT EEH HEHE SESE SESE EEE BEES eeeees 


Cuyahoga ...... eocccccecs 06000000 en0cssocecce veces ccceccccesss eves 


RINE. 5500266 seeneee seus wewasse becdenne covccvececs ocvcceee cocces 


| 


| 


1824 
1825 
1826 


1824 
1825 
1826 



































MERCHANDISE IMPORTED. 
Total. 
Paying specific duties. — 
Paying duties 
ad valorem. 
Teas. Other articles. 
$2 02 fan waeee cece cccces $5 78 $7 80 
2 02 bay coe 5 78 7 80 
SEP. “Isseces aes neiesie heseavuseswesae 8 62 
473 31 ; occcreees 20 37 493 68 
121 15 Ssebenie ° oes ° 121 15 
G03 O08 = faccccccees cece 20 37 623 45 
85 17 Seaeeee oe 29 85 46 
2205 faxsses pipes wei esa] samc 000 cesece 22 05 
2.5 | a Peery ieessenaae Seeene sds slesiiewis 233 41 
340 63 peeesss Perr 29 340 92 














Nore.— There was no merchandise imported into the district of Presque Isle during the years 1824, 1825, and 1826. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, January 31, 1827. 


JOSEPH NOURSK, Register. 
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DUTY ON IMPORTED SALT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 6, 1827. 
To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled : 


The undersigned, inhabitants of New Bedford, Dartmouth, Fairhaven, and the adjacent towns, respectiully 
represent: 


That they view with serious apprehension a proposition now before Congress for a reduction of the 
duty on salt. Extensive works for the manufacture of this article from sea-water have been erected in 
this section of the country. The encouragement hitherto extended to them by the Government of this 
Commonwealth, in exempting them from taxation, has recently been withdrawn; and the present reduced 

rice of salt is such as to afford the manufacturers a very moderate profit, and to induce the belief that, 
without the continuance of the existing duty on the importation, the business can no longer be prosecuted. 

They would further respectfully represent that most of the works now in operation have been erected 
within a few years past, in the confident expectation that the apparently settled policy of the Government 
on this subject would remain unchanged; nor could it be deemed reasonable to apprehend that, while the 
General Government was affording encouragement to other important branches of domestic manufacture 
by additional protecting duties, it should pursue a different course toward this, and take away that 
encouragement which had been the principal means of bringing it into existence. 

The works erected for this manufacture cannot, as we believe, be converted to any other useful 
purpose, and must, on the failure of the business, be a total loss to the proprietors, involving them, in 
many cases, In poverty and ruin. 

Your petitioners deem it unnecessary to call your attention to the importance of this manufacture to 
the country in the event of war, or any other interruption to the supply of this indispensable article from 
abroad; but they beg leave simply to state that they do not now ask, nor have they ever asked, any 
special act of Government in their favor. They only respectfully request that the existing duty on 
imported salt, which has been of so long continuance, and which, as they believe, has not been found a 
heavy burden on any portion of their fellow-citizens, and which, they further believe, is essential to the 
very existence of its manufacture from sea-water, at the present time, in this section of the country, may 
not be altered. 

First Montu (January) 20, 1827. 
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SINKING FUND FOR THE PAYMENT OF THE PUBLIC DEBT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 7 , 1827. 
REPORT. 


The Commissioners of the Sinking Fund respectfully report to Congress: 


That the measures which have been authorized by the Board, subsequent to the last report of February 
6, 1826, as far as the same have been completed, are fully detailed in the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury to this Board, dated the third day of the present month, and in the statements therein referred 
to, which are herewith transmitted, and prayed to be received as part of this report. 
NATHANIEL MACON, 
President of the Senate pro tem. 
J. MARSHALL, 
Chief Justice United States. 
H. CLAY, 
Secretary of State. 
RICHARD RUSH, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
WILLIAM WIRT, 
Attorney General United States. 
Wasuineton, February 6, 1827. 





Treasury Department, February 3, 1827. 
The Secretary of the Treasury respectfully reports to the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund: 


That the sums disbursed from the Treasury during the year 1825, on account of the 
principal and interest of the public debt, amounted, as per the last annual report, to. $12,101,864 78 








And have been accounted for in the following manner, viz: 
There was applied for the payment of a sum short provided on account of the public debt, 

prior to the 1st January, 1825, as per statement B, annexed to the last report....... $88,395 78 
And there was applied during the year 1825, towards the payment of the 
principal and interest of the public debt, as ascertained by accounts 
rendered to this Department, as per the annexed statement A, the sum of $12,124,085 97 
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Viz: PE ROW icciederess skeereeaeaes $88,395 73 

In the redemption of Treasury note 6 per cent. stock ........... rrr $1,479,374 82 
In the redemption of 7 per cent. Stock. ....... 2000 cece cece cece ee eeeee 2,113 92 
In the redemption of exchange of 6 per cent. stock of 1812............. 56,539 30 
In the redemption of 6 per cent. stock of 1812.......... 2.5... eeeeeeee 6,187,006 84 
In the payment of Mississippi certificates... 1.6.6... eee eee e eens 1,524 02 
In the payment of Treasury notes .....0. esse c eee cece e eee ee eeee 2,001 49 
And on payment of certain parts of the domestic debt................. 15 31 

7,728,575 70 
The interest which accrued for the year 1825 amounted to.............. 4,395,498 59 
And there was paid for premium on 7 per cent. stock...............545 11 68 





12,124,085 97 
Of this sum there was short provided, consisting of unclaimed dividends 
not applied for by the proprietors, as per annexed statement B..... 110,616 97 





12,013,469 00 
12,101,864 78 

That, during the year 1826, the following disbursements were made by the Treasury, on account of 
the principal and interest of the public debt, viz: 

















ne a es CE Or Os oc cul sab ds beh Os eC SOO WEVS SORE MOSES D $3,971,842 95 
On account of the redemption of the 6 per cent. stock of 1813............ 0.0... e eee 7,070,730 91 
(On account of the redemption of 7 per cent. stock.........2..0.22. secsscessasccscess 25 00 
Ee ee ee ree eee ere eee ee eee ee ere Tey ere eee 2,389 58 
i SPP TET Tee ETE TERE T TET eee 450 00 
In payment of certain parts of domestic debt... .........22.c00ccsecsseccsccccescoce 27 86 

Making together, as appears by statement C.................cccceccccccccces 11,045,466 30 








Which disbursements were made from the appropriation of ten millions of dollars for the year 1826, 
and from the unexpended balance of the appropriations at the commencement of that year, and will be 
accounted for in the next annual report, in conformity to the accounts which shall then have been 
rendered to this Department. In the meantime the manner in which the said sum has been applied is 
estimated as follows: 

There is estimated to have been applied to the deficiency at the end of the year 1825, as 


ee eee ee: Per ree re eee ee ee ee eee $110,616 97 
In the redemption of the principal of the public debt, as per estimate E................ 7,073,623 35 
And on account of the interest of the debt, viz: 
The interest for the year 1826 is estimated at................cccceeeee $3,940,361 55 
Of this sum there is estimated to have been short provided, as per esti- 
ene Pan Se on gken oa Gress CARER NERD EARS AGO POORER RED 79,1385 57 





3,861,225 98 





11,045,466 30 








A statement G is annexed, which exhibits the state of the annual appropriations on account of the 
debt on the Ist January, 1827, and a statement marked H, of the funded debt on the same day. 


All which is respectfully submitted. 
RICHARD RUSH. 





A. 


Statement of the application, during the year 1825, of the funds provided for the payment of the principal and 
interest of the public debt. 


1. PAYMENTS ON ACCOUNT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE DEBT. 


1. In the redemption of the Treasury note 6 per cent. stock............ $1,479,374 82 
2. In the redemption of the 7 per cent. stock ................0ecse0e8 2,113 92 
3. In the redemption of the exchange 6 per cent. stock of 1812......... 56,539 30 
4. In the redemption of the 6 per cent. stock of 1812...............46. 6,187,006 84 
ee ee 1,524 02 
ne 2,001 49 
7. In the payment of certain parts of domestic debt ...............04- 15 31 


$7,728,575 70 





2. PAYMENTS ON ACCOUNT OF THE INTEREST AND FOR PREMIUM ON STOCK PURCHASED. 
1, Interest for the year 1825, as per account settled at the Treasury, 
EN ae rabaek eis hikes a ees GtES cucu enna eed weak 4,395,498 59 
2. Premium on the 7 per cent. stock purchased in 1824, settled for at the 
694 CUES One E ak keKDEN A VEWON adeeb ete ee sae 11 68 


4,395,510 27 








12,124,085 97 


———_—_$—$—$—$———= 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury Department, Register’s Office, February 1, 182°. 




















SINKING FUND. 














rr ree eT ere ee pew oOkass 


B. 


of the public debt. 


The demands to be satisfied on the 1st of January, 1826, were as follows, viz: 


1. Dividends payable by Commissioners of Loans, including dividends due 
on that day, and exclusive of dividends no longer demandable at 
their offices... ; 

9, Unclaimed dividends from the Loan Offices, payable at the Treasury, 
beyond the amount advanced for their payment ............ ar 224,835 66 

3, Balance due to agents in London, per Treasury settlement, No. 43,824. 1,474 44 


eae eo aieitaleasitia duu EMI 





The funds provided to satisfy these demands were as follows, viz: 


1. Cash in the hands of Commissioners of Loans applicable to dividends. 1,052,653 14 
9. Cash advanced for Treasury dividends over the amount payable...... 9,989 22 
3. Cash paid for bills of exchange on account of the debt which were 

protested for non-payment, and not yet repaid, as per note A to 

statement B, which accompanied the report of the Commissioners of 

the Sinking Fund of the Tth February, 1822 .................... 


, 103,937 74 









Statement of the provision made before the 1st of January, 1826, for the payment of the principal and interest 


$1,277,197 07 


1,166,580 10 





110,616 97 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


Treasury Department, Legister’s Office, February 1, 1827. 





C. 


List of warrants drawn according to law, during the year 1826, on the Treasurer of the United States, on 


account of the interest and reimbursement of the domestic debt. 





Date. 


No. 


In whose favor. 


Amount. 





1826. 
January 
March 


April 
June 


July 
Septemb’r 


9 
23 


24 


13 


22 


26 


28 
5 


21 


23 





7188 
7383 


7603 
7861 


Qanrnrnrn 
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~ 


~) 

@ 
2m @ =) «2 «2 ©) « 
S2ees sea 


7998 
8207 
8 

9 

15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
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Branch Farmers?’ Bank, Delaware. .... sscccccscvcccccccscccccesecccccccccccc cess ccccccceceeseceecececece 
Branch Bank, Hartford. 0.00 sescccoccescccceccccccccccecccscceccccesccceccecec cece cesece cece cececceces 
Trenton Banking COMpany....cccccecccccccccccscesscvccveescccsccsevsssccsevcssccseeseccsvsececsecececs 
ME Ol EG OMELET SUMO e655: 4:60:46 001000: nis. 0c:5 sisi geieiaie cisineleeine cic niedienesigbb oslecee dives wesecibeceebewseetoaeeecs 
Branch Bank, Baltimore ......ecccccccccccccccccccsvcccccscecccecccsccccces cess ceceescesececceeeseececs 
patslawicisetlOesiacsts he RUOINOOEIN oiv1tdicinicsivia. cesn'su toselce vbedieecnecaess cine civics et aeons dedcueedae ceedeeee bean bace 
Sinis'e’ su LO plats acre eel CINMIVONIIN ss 0:0isieieivie:s ciciee's 16/6 t:0:6.e Scie cbeslebine Gusiene bace edocs eeeieseseeeeeecesiecsueseoeateca 
Perr Cerrery 20s) (Seer errr rrr rrr rrr rrr rere recor eorr errr 
T. Te. TUK 00.00 000000 0000 000000 000800 0cs 1050s 50c8 008s ccs tces ncese cece lees cence cccceecccecccesccccece 
0000 c0cedOs ccccce 000000 00000e 00sec cece cece cccece cece eects sects cece ee ccccceccesccecccce cece coesccteceeece 
Richard Smith.....cccccccccccccccssccsccccssecseesceses cesses cesses cesses cesses sesessceeeescccccecesece 
William MT vaine 2... ccccccccccccccccccscccccccccccestee cece cece ees ceccceccccee cece cectececccceceeees 
Branch Bank, Charleston .....ccccccccccccccccccsccsvessccceccccseessceeeseces cesses sees cons ccsccccceees 
Sio.sie als colle snes DDORUOM s. 0.0.0:010 401000 6.0600:04 50 054600 00000000500e Cebeseseddcredcenecsesececcescccess © Sceeee 
eT See Cl ae <i): oe rrr errr err re rr rerrrrrr err rrr errre rrr er rrrrr rere re rrr ree rrr ree ree 
Branch Farmers’ Bank, Delaware. .....+ ssccccecccccsccccecsverecccssscscseseese sees sees eeeseeeest eeeees 
Branch Bank, Hartford..... scscce cecvccccces cosccccccseessccccesscceeecseses esse seress seeeesceceeeeees 
Trenton Banking Company ....cecesccccccccccccccsccs cece tdrocc cece cccscccsesecee case cesccces cess cccece 
Bank of the United States. ....cccccccccccccccccccccccccscccccccccc sess cccccccceecc ccc ceeeeeeeceeseeeees 
Branch Bank, Baltimore.....ccccccccccccccsecceccccccevscsssessessccesssssesssessessseesssereeseesveeees 
cece cccedOveccceRICNMONG.cee secccccccccccccccseseceseceeses esse ceeeec eer eee cence eeeee weee cece ceeceees 
Perr CMe oils.) Ore rr rrr err rrr err rrr rer rere rrr rrr rrr rr errr reer rrr rer rr errr er errr 
Bank of the United States. ..c.cccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc cscs cree cccecs cence e cence neeseecccecccccoes 
Sislogres oie MLONa sinc sa ne anion adele eeeeidee Sas obendiecdde deiness beotesedeenenebudeacegae SeCeereCeKeReseesoResec eens 
Branch Bank, Providence ....scecccsccccccccccccccccsssesvsseessesssesesses esses sess essseseseesssesees 
cece ce ceO.ccceePOFtSMOULN erccccccccccccccsccccce coceseee eens cece e eee eeeeeseee eee ee eee cesses eeesenes 
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Redemption of 6 per cent. stock of 1813, (74 millions.) 
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Redemption of 6 per cent. stock of 1813, (16 millions.) 
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Reimbursement of Treasury notes. 
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6,224 06 
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Interest and reimbursement of domestic debt....... 
Redemption of 6 per cent. stock of 1813, (74 millions).. 
Redemption of 6 per cent. stock of 1813, (16 millions)....... 
Reimbursement of Treasury notes .. 
Redemption of 7 per cent. stock of 1815........ 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, February 1, 1827. 
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JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


$3,971, 842 95 
5, 068, 424 20 
2; 002, 306 71 

25389 58 
450 00 
27 86 


11,045, 466 30 


























































SINKING FUND. 





D.— Repayments into the Treasury during the year 1826, in relation to the public debt. 











Number.| Date. On whom drawn. For what purpose. Amount. 
1826. 
1540 | Dec. 26 | The President of the Bank of the United States, acting | Moneys heretofore advanced to him for the redemption of 
as Commissioner of Loans, Pennsylvania. the 6 per cent. stock of 1813, (74 millions.) $6,000 00 


4541 | Dec. 26 | The President of the Branch Bank New York, acting as | On same account.... 
Commissioner of Loans, New York. 


eee ccccccccccece ececcceccescces sees 21 70 











6,021 70 











, JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, February 1, 1827. 





E.—Estimate of the application, in 1826, of the funds provided for the payment of the principal and interest of the 
public debt falling due in that year. 


1. ON ACCOUNT OF THE PRINCIPAL. 


1. Redemption of the six per cent. stock of 1813, (loan of seven and a half millions).... $5,068,424 20 

2. Redemption of the six per cent. stock of 1813, (loan of sixteen millions) ...... eee 2,002,306 71 

§. Redemption of seven per cent. stock .... 0... ccrcccccccsccccesscccsccvcee ws SwRSS 25 00 
IIE i PINON ON oo oon on ec hes cee ecddasebebisseececns eoeace 450 00 

’ . Reimbursement of Treasury notes ............ ol winee ha ws eee Tore TE Cee Tree 2,389 58 
6. In payments of certain parts of the domestic A 27 86 





7,073,623 35 
2. PAYMENTS ON ACCOUNT OF THE INTEREST. 


1. The interest which accrued during the year 1826 is estimated at............ neceaass 3,940,361 55 





11,013,984 90 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury Department, Register’s Office, February 1, 1827. 





F.-—Estimate of the funds provided before January 1, 1827, for the payment of the principal and interest of the 
public debt which fell due before that day. 


Amount short provided January 1, 1826, per foregoing statement B...... (iiettenicene-, Seer 
Application, per estimate B...............-. ieGenteeees PAG RA Meee (itssesinvsens SE 





11,124,601 87 
Amount of warrants which were issued during the year 1826, on account of the principal 
and interest of the public debt, as per statement C. .............. ee ee re ... 11,045,466 30 





Short provided on account of unclaimed dividends ...... eer PHAASAWAR TSE SHOE RELES 79,135 57 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury Department, Register’s Office, February 1, 1827. 





G.—Statement of the annual appropriation of ten millions of dollars, by the second section of the act to provide for 
the redemption of the public debt, passed March 3, 1817. 














Application in 1817..... Sn ere ey ee ae $10,000,000 00 || Appropriation for 1817....... ccc cccces cccccs coccccce saa $10,000,000 00 
Do....in anticipation of the appropriation for 1818..../ 2,830,108 52 | DOs 600 6000 Blinc ccccceeees ccccee cece cccccscccecs 10,000,000 00 
DOs2s sR BISS. sise0cces« seeccvececccecese Seswene eee} 7,169,891 48 | D0.... cece USC Pee ee rn 10,000,000 00 
D055 cM TO19 sonics cdicceiewssinsee seve ees cues iséoesos | 7,703,821 87 | D0..00 00008 LEQD. . noesccccccccece we cbesieeeasic covcee | 10,000,000 00 
Do....in 1820....... $0s0es ceccceceescves sisewvewdiviare | 8, 628,514 28 | Dias sia 00.4 WO anainin's.60cs cnictdnccesic esesevceucses 10,000,000 00 
DOee AMA Gel occcseecacssessscaceseecaesseccccesess| GyoornoOn| WG occcicusslOetneceses acceso pote aie seme terme aumnee | 10,000,900 00 
DO sss INCRE cece seuss eeeieee coe ccvccccsvces sees} 75 849,159 67 | Do... eeee DORE. css.cccccccdcescsecedevescccnses in 16,000,000 00 
DO ssontt ddr yssccec: ssaees sasseeeeeeerserseceses| OpOeOsCnaCOOy DO ccs co vch Oe heewcsscsccccseceseuscascaceecescecs|  SO;@Uugumarae 
Oe asl NOP tee cenisinech.ccaceee seeeeesesecee eceeeee | 16,568,393 76 | DO... 0006 1825. ccc ccccccccces ecccccccccce oescecee | 10,000,000 00 
Do....in 1825....... wecccccs cece scccee cece cccccceces | 12,099,044 78 D0 oo cece LBWBG.e.cccceee occccce ccceee sescesececee| 10,000,000 00 
Do....in 1826, per accompanying re- | | 

POM. ccscesccsccccces selseee $11, 045, 466 30 } | 
Deduct repayment, per statement D...... . 6,021 70 | | | 
Pte een 11,039, 444 60 
Balance unapplied January 1, 1827........ eeseeeeeceeeeees | 2,214,721 56 | 
| 100,000,000 00 | | 190,000, 000 00 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, February 1, 1827. 
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Hi. 


Statement of the funded debt of the United States January 1, 182’. 





Amount of the principal of the funded debt, reimbursed 


in 1826, per the foregoing estimate E, viz: 


|| Amount of the funded debt January 1, 1826, as per state- 
| ment H, which accompanied the report of the Commis- 




















Six per cent. stock of 1813, loan of seven sioners of the Sinking Fund, February 4, 1826..........| $80,985,537 72 
and a half millions......+++++++ eesccces $5,068,424 20 Add stock issued in 1826, viz : 
Deduct repayMent ...ceeeessececceseecers 6,021 70 | Funded three per cent........+. oceee cocccccce BIG 25 
————} $5,062,402 50 | Seven per cent. issued in lieu of small Treasury 

Six per cent. stock of 1813, loan of sixteen millions........ 2,002, 306 71 DE pc cussaosbeseebhacecesxadssb ours nesee 25 00 
Seven per cent. stock..... PPTTTTTT TTI TTT 25 00 | eines: 41 95 
Amount of the funded debt January 1, 1827.........eeeee0- 73, 920,844 76 | 

80,985,578 97 | 80,985,578 97 





JOSEPH NOURSE, Register, 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, February 1, 1827. 
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DUTY ON IMPORTED SALT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 13, 1827. 


Provincetown, Mass., January 20, 1827. 
Sm: The enclosed I am requested to send to you, and to say that, owing to the urgency of the case, 
they have not had time to get but a few subscribers; and that the salt works in this town are owned by 
about sixty-five individuals, 
Yours, with respect, 
RUFUS CONANT. 
Hon. Joun ReEp, Washington City. 





To the honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 


The memorial of the undersigned, inhabitants of Provincetown, in the county of Barnstable and State of 
Massachusetts, concerned in the manufacture of salt, humbly shows: 


That they have lately learned with surprise and concern that a report has been laid before the Senate 
stating, “that notwithstanding the duty on salt, its manufacture on the seaboard has declined rather than 
increased.” This statement we know to be incorrect. A few small manufactories, in unfavorable situa- 
tions, may have declined and gone to decay. But we know the fact that more than twice the quantity of 
salt is now made on the seaboard that there was seven years ago. 

Relying on the permanency of the policy and laws of the country, we have erected, at great expense, 
buildings for the manufacture of salt by solar evaporation. While other manufacturers are soliciting 
further aid and encouragement, (which did not exist at the time of their commencement, ) the manufac- 
turers of salt, though the business yields but a moderate profit, have remained quiet and satisfied with 
the duties on foreign salt which existed at the time of their commencement. 

In the town of Provincetown there have been erected about eleven hundred thousand square feet of 
salt works, at the expense of about ten cents per foot, amounting to one hundred and ten thousand dollars. 
These buildings would be of little or no value if the law imposing a duty on foreign salt were repealed, 
but must remain a heavy loss on the builders. The quantity of salt annually manufactured in this town 
may be estimated at forty thousand bushels. This has been generally sold at about fifty cents per bushel; 
but the competition between the importer and manufacturer, the increase in the manufacture, and the 
depression of the codfishery, have of late very much reduced its price. The crop of salt last season was 
very small, and that of the best quality would not bring more than thirty-four cents per bushel at the 
manufactories. 

Every other town in this county is more or less concerned in the manufacture of this article. We 
have scarcely a manufactory of any other article in our county, even for our own consumption. Of course, 
a large proportion of tax on all other articles, subject to foreign duties, is paid by your memorialists. 

Our situation in this town is peculiar; we are placed on a barren soil, utterly incapable of being 
made to produce any of the necessaries of life; our commerce is depressed; our codfishery is nearly 
abandoned as an unprofitable employment; and our almost sole resource to obtain an honest livelihood 
is the manufacture of salt. A partial repeal of the law imposing a duty on foreign salt would be a 
partial ruin of the manufacture; an entire repeal a total ruin; and nearly a total loss would ensue of the 
capital invested in salt manufactories. 

Under these circumstances, your memorialists hope and trust that the duty on foreign salt will not 
be partially nor wholly removed. 

[Signed by a number of the inhabitants of Provincetown. ] 



































DUTIES ON WOOLEN MANUFACTURES.” 
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DUTY ON IMPORTED SALT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 13, 1827. 


To the honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled : 


The undersigned inhabitants of the town of Chatham, in the county of Barnstable, State of Massachu- 
setts, humbly show: 


That there are in this town about 1,400,000 square feet of buildings, for the manufacture of salt 
py solar evaporation, and which are owned by not less than eighty-six different persons. That the cost 
of said buildings cannot be estimated at less than $140,000. That the quantity of salt usually manufac- 
tured in said buildings annually is about 35,000 bushels, of the best quality. That nearly or quite one- 
third part of said buildings have been erected within the last three years, and all of them within a few 
years, and under the encouragement offered to the home manufacture by the duty on foreign salt. That 
had it not been for said aid and encouragement, and a full reliance on the permanency of the policy and 
laws of the country, said buildings would not have been built, as the business in its most prosperous 
condition has yielded but a moderate profit; and if said law should now be repealed, they would be of 
little or no value. The price of salt, from the increased number of salt manufactories, from a competition 
among manufacturers, and between them and importers, has been reduced within a year about one-third 
part, it being now sold at the manufactories for about thirty-three cents per bushel. The people of this 
county generally are deeply interested in the manufacture of salt. And during the late war the price of 
salt was considerably reduced and kept down in this part of the country by the supply that was furnished 
from this quarter, it being constantly shipped from here to the neighboring ports, and in such small 
quantities as to prevent a monopoly by speculators. 

But as there are no other manufactories in this county, we, of course, pay a full share of taxes on all 
other foreign articles subject to duties. Under these circumstances, while other established manufacto- 

ries in the country are soliciting and receiving the further aid of Government for their support and 
encouragement, which did not exist at the time of their commencement, we hope and trust that the duties 
now imposed on imported salt may not be removed, neither partially nor wholly, but that we may con- 
tinue to receive in that form the aid and encouragement under which we have been enabled to commence. 
[Signed by a number of the inhabitants of Chatham. ] 


Cuatuam, January 18, 1827. 
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DUTIES ON IMPORTED WOOLEN MANUFACTURES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 19, 1827. 


To the honorable the Senate of the United States: 


The New York Chamber of Commerce has seen with extreme regret that a bill has passed the House 
of Representatives “for the alteration of the acts imposing duties on imports,” and is now before your 
honorable body. They feel deeply affected by the principles of this bill, which they believe are subversive 
of the best interests of the nation. 

This bill, under the pretext of altering acts imposing duties on imports, does, in effect, prohibit the 
importation of some kinds of woolen goods, and imposes an enormous duty on other kinds, all of which are 
essential to the comfort if not to the existence of the inhabitants of this climate. The duties which it imposes 
being calculated on the square yard, and, with reference to arbitrary minimum prices, will be found to be 
graduated from 40 per cent. to 220 per cent. on the first cost, making, with the addition of the premium 
of exchange and other charges of importation, a premium of 623 per cent. to 242} per cent. in favor of 
similar articles manufactured in the United States; and it ought to be especially noticed that the cheaper 
kinds of woolen goods, those which are worn by the poor and. by the laboring classes, will, by this bill, 
pay the highest, and those consumed by the wealthy the lowest duties. The attention of the Senate is 
also respectfully requested to the inequality as well as the excessive rate of the proposed duties. The 
usual ad valorem principle on which duties have been collected is abandoned, and minimum rates of forty 
cents, one dollar and fifty cents, two dollars and fifty cents, and four dollars, are respectively established 
as the cost prices. It follows, of course, that while the article which is rated at forty cents the square 
yard pays a duty of 142 cents, the article which costs more than forty cents, even if the increase is no 
more than a single cent, will pay 55 cents the square yard; and while the article rated at one dollar and 
fifty cents the yard will have to pay 55 cents, that which costs one dollar and fifty-one cents will have to 
pay 93 cents the square yard. This short detail will show the true nature of this bill, and, at the same 
time, lead to the conclusion that while its prohibitory and enormously excessive duties will materially 
diminish the national revenue, the execution of the law must be attended with numerous frauds and 
evasions. 

If there existed any public necessity for the enactment of this bill, and it violated no principle of true 
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policy, your memorialists, onerous as are its provisions, would not complain; but they can perceive no 
sufficient reason to justify further encouragement to the industry of the manufacturing classes. Woolen 
fabrics imported at the present time have to pay an aggregate of charges amounting to nearly 56 per 
centum on the first class; this is a premium paid by the consumer to the home manufacturer, and if the 
business of the latter cannot succeed without a greater bounty, it had better be abandoned. The 
encouragement given by the tariff of 1824 induced many wealthy individuals tu withdraw their capitals 
from commerce in which they had been previously employed, and to vest them in great manufacturing 
companies. These are managed by presidents, directors, treasurers, &c., and at an expense which prevents 
them from competing with individuals manufacturing on their own account; hence arises the application 
to the National Legislature which has resulted in the bill before your honorable body. Should it become 
a law in its present shape, the evils which are now felt would be increased; new combinations would be 
formed in favor of new protecting duties, and new monopolies, more odious and oppressive than that 
which is now proposed, would be applied for and perhaps obtained. 

Your memorialists are not unfriendly to the manufacturing interest, nor would they lay a single 
burden on it from which other interests are exempted; but they object to that exclusive legislation which 
selects and fosters a particular class; they claim equal advantages to all. The enterprises of the merchant, 
which result in filling the Public Treasury, are not less meritorious than the exertions of the manufacturer; 
nor can the latter claim any merit superior to that which belongs to the grower of those great staples of 
our country which form the bulk of our export trade, and which contribute so much to the welfare and 
extension of our commerce and navigation. 

Your memorialists have ever believed that the national Constitution was formed to establish a Goy- 
ernment for the common benefit, and that it gave to every member of the Confederacy equal rights and 
privileges. To establish harmony and to promote the general good are emphatically its objects. Laws which 
give to one class of citizens exclusive advantages at the expense of other classes; which lay heavy 
burdens on some districts where manufactures cannot exist, to promote manufacturing in other districts, 
and which, according to the policy of the British corn laws, protect the wool grower and the wool manu- 

facturer against foreign competition at the expense of the consumer, are not consistent with the spirit of 
that great national compact under which we have hitherto been a happy and united people, and have 
advanced with unexampled celerity to national power and greatness. 

Your memorialists indulge the hope that an impartial and enlightened attention to the local circum- 
stances and the rights of every part of the United States will induce your honorable body to reject the 
bill now before you. We look with anxious solicitude to the decision of the Senate on this momentous 
subject. Should this bill become a law, it may perhaps be considered in some parts of our country as 
having been passed under the influence of sectional feelings, and as bearing hard upon sectional interests, 
And if such opinions should prevail, may they not tend to foster jealousies between the different States, 
withdraw their affections from the General Government, and put to hazard the tranquillity of the Union? 

And your memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

By order of the New York Chamber of Commerce. 
ROBERT LENOX, President. 

Joun Prntarp, Secretary. 

New York, February 15, 1827. 
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AMOUNT OF DUTIES AND DRAWBACKS FROM 1815 TO 1826. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 20, 1827. 


Treasury Departent, February 20, 1827. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 12th ultimo, directing “ the 
Secretary of the Treasury to lay before the House a statement of the annual receipts from the customs 
from the fiscal year ending on the 30th of December, 1815, to the 30th of September last, noting the 
amount received under each separate head of revenue from this source, specific or ad valorem, and the 
annual amount of drawbacks for the same period and under the same heads,” I have the honor to transmit 
a statement which contains the information required by the resolution so far as it is afforded by the 
returns made to the Department, together with a letter from the Register of the Treasury explanatory of 
the same. 

I have the honor to remain, with the highest respect, your most obedient servant, 


RICHARD RUSH. 
Hon. the Sreaxer of the House of Representatives of the United States. 





Treasury Department, Zegister’s Office, February 20, 1827. 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit a statement exhibiting the value of merchandise imported paying 
duty ad valorem, and the quantities of articles paying a specific duty, during the years 1815 to 1825, 
inclusive, prepared in obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 12th January, 1827, 
and beg leave to state that as the records of the Department do not at this time permit a compliance 
with the resolution as respects the specific sources of revenue from imports during the year 1826, the 
aggregate receipts into the Treasury from customs in that year is exhibited. 
I have the honor to be sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH NOURSE. 
Hon. Ricuarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 
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Statement exhibiting the value of merchandise imported paying duty ad valorem, and of the quantity of articles 
paying a specific duty, during the years 1816 to 1825, inclusive, and of the amount of duties secured 


thereon, respectively, (being exclusive of the value and quantity of, and of the duties secured on, merchan- 
dise re-exported ;) showing, also, the amount of drawback which became payable during the same period, 
under same heads ; prepared in obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives, January 12, 182°. 





| 





























IN 1816. IN 1817. 
| 
Merchandise. Value, exclusive} Duty thereon. | Drawback pay- | Merchandise. Value, exclusive} Duty thereon. Drawback 
of the value of able. | of the value of | payable. 
articles re-ex- articles re-ex- 
ported. | ported. | 
-”__ | —— | 
PAYING DUTY AD VAL. || PAYING DUTY AD VAL. | 
Rate of duty. Dollars. Dollars. Dollars | Rate of duty. Dollars. Dollars. | Doitars. 
At 7} per cent....ssseee 822,518 00 61,688 85 844 00 || At 7} percent.....0....| 1,524,300 00 114, 322 50 | 5.655 00 
15 60-dO cececccecces| 7,622,124 00 1, 143, 318 60 56,153 00 | 15 ...d0 .cccceeceeee| 13,897,230 00 2,084,584 46 | 228,020 00 
QW 0cdO cocecccceces 7,500,633 00 1,500, 126 60 19,818 00 aS veces 6,912, 324 60 1, 382, 464 80 | 103, 354 00 
Q5 10dO veseseeeeeee| 39,738,304 00] 9,934,576 00 981,791 00 | 25 ...do......e006| 17,205,189 00 | 4,301,297 24 644,653 00 
30 ...dO seeeseceeeee| 10,815,313 00 | 3,244,593 90 262,301 00 |] 30 ...do ....eeeeeeee] 1,447,275 00 434, 182 50 | 87,667 00 
B33...d0 seeeceeeceee| 1,360,675 00 453,558 33 43,001 00 | Dabis AO sceevctecece 829, 823 00 276,607 67 214, 381 00 
40 .00dO coccscccccece 507,508 00 203,003 20 20,265 00 | A: SANs costiedacscd accede ceteccosceletcccedoseccecns 5,168 00 
68, 367,075 00 41,816,141 00 | 
PAYING A SPECIFIC DUTY. oe || PAYING A SPECIFIC DUTY. eae | 
Articles. Av. rate of duty. Quantity. | Articles. Av.rate of duty. Quantity. | 
Wines....at50.9c...gls. 2, 784, 068 1,418, 952 12 405,351 00 | Wines....at40.3c...gls. 1, 445, 754 583,099 83 | 189,683 00 
Spirits .... 47.3 ...gls. 4,941, 732 2,340,013 73 606,706 00 | Spirits.... 43.8 ...gls. 4, 051, 136 1,775,547 95 | 94,792 00 
Molasses... 76 ...gls. 8, 643, 972 660,185 60 2,244 00 | Molasses... 5 ...gls 10,877,670 543, 883 50 | 285 00 
Teas..... 32.9 ...lbs. 3, 864, 604 1,274,176 44 76,221 00 || Teas..... 32.3 ...|bs. 4,586, 153 1, 484,549 87 | 512,200 00 
Coffee... 6.2 ...Ibs. 17, 809, 018 1,100,686 15 796,139 00 | Coffee.... 4.9 ...]bs. 21, 900, 104 1,090,034 90 | 423,571 00 
Sugar..... 3.2 ...Ibs. 35,387,963 | 1,150,176 43 942,831 00 || Sugar..... 3.5 ...Ibs. 65,591,302 | 1,998,093 81 | 783,531 00 
Salt....... 20 .. bus. 4, 923, 469 984,693 80 3,395 00 | Salticccccs 20 ~=—«.. bus. 2, 309, 209 461,841 80 | 8,785 00 
All other articles. ...ccccleccsccccccccccccs 1,803,851 81 613,253 00 || All other articles........[eeee- estes eaeee 1,161,319 65 635,578 00 


Add extra duty on merchandise imported 
in foreign vessels, 3} per cent. retained 
on drawback, and interest and stor- 


age, after deducting 


on merchandise refunded ........seeee 


Net amount of duties on 


| 
| 





therefrom duties 


merchandise..... 


27,273,601 56 


554,335 76 


27,827, 997 32 





4,830,312 00 | 





Net amount of duties on 








Add extra duty on merchandise imported 
in foreign vessels, 2} per cent. retained 
on drawback, and interest and stor- 
age, after deducting therefrom duties 
on merchandise refunded ......... 


eee 


merchandise .... 





17,691,830 48 


242,141 88 


3,937, 323 00 


| 
| 


17, 933,972 36 | 





STATEMENT—Continued. 









































| 
| 
IN 1818. | IN 1819. 
| 
Merchandise. Value, exclusive} Duty thereon. | Drawback pay- Merchandise. Value, exclusive} Duty thereon. Drawback 
of the value of able. of the value of payable. 
articles re-ex- articles re-ex- 
ported. ported. 
. PAYING DUTY AD VAL. PAYING DUTY AD VAL. 
Rate of duty. Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. Rate of duty. Dollars. Dollars. Doilars. 
At 7} per cent.......00. 2,387,693 179,076 97 12,369 00 || At 7} percent..........| 1,679,284 00 125,946 28 13, 822 00 
BD esse iciceavensiss 19, 445, 525 2,916,828 75 | 250, 944 00 15 ...d0 ..ccscccceee| 13,971,593 00 2,095,738 95 304,206 00 
OP sccisincwaenss 9,524,531 | 1,904,906 20 38, 529 00 20 ...dO sesseccseeee| 5,979,736 00] 1,195,947 23 42, 496 00 
WD: 68000, cinveesiecsa 24, 804, 188 6,201,047 00 534, 307 00 QW ..0O ceccccccceee| 16,355,698 00 4,088, 924 43 816,925 00 
SU wan Goscewseicesis 2, 633, 637 790,091 10 74,210 00 QTR. ..O cevccccevece 11,215 00 3,084 12 |receeeseeeeees 
30 ...dO ..ccccceseee| 1,882,399 00 564,719 79 | 61,433 00 
MAP cnrsvirsicte 5,542 00 LAE OE icwnsisasciibte 
58, 795,574 39, 885, 467 00 
PAYING ASPECIFIC DUTY| SOS PAYING ASPECIFICDUTY.| SS 
“irticles. Av. rate of duty Quantity. Articles. Av. rate of duty. Quantity. 
Wines....at37.9¢...gls. 1,663, 482 630,181 75 103,107 00 || Wines.. at 40.37¢...gls. 1, 255, 266 506, 836 60 78,391 00 
Spirits.... 43.7 ...gls. 6,052,453 | 2,646, 186 92 | 75,054 00 || Spirits... 43.75 ...gls. 4,477,628 | 1,959,125 12} 143,648 00 
Molasses., 5  ...gls. 12, 315, 023 615,751 15 | 354 00 || Molasses. 5  ...gls. 11,910, 729 595,536 45 | 935 00 
Teas..... 31.6 ...1bs. 4,842,963 | 1,531,749 53 518,815 00 || Teas..... 31.7. ...Ibs. 5,480,884 | 1,737,450 09} 531,547 00 
Coffee... 5  .., Ibs. 19, 199, 403 959,970 15 399,332 00 || Coffee... 5 — ...Jbs. 20,825,869 | 1,041,293 45 288, 939 00 
Sugar..... 3.6 ...Ibs. 51,284, 983 1, 568, 892 44 | 492,779 00 || Sugar..... 3.4... Ibs. 71,665, 401 2,181,703 29 | 346,968 00 
Salt....... 20 ..bus 2, 752, 396 550,479 29 | 6,355 00 |] Salt....., 20  .. bus. 2,975, 862 595,172 40 | 2,349 00 
All other articles... ccccleccccccccececcee 1,591,701 28 | 837,783 00 || All other articles.......slessesecceeveeees 1,014,621 29 | 670,153 00 
22,086,862 44 | 3,343,938 00 | 17,707,900 54 | 3,301,812 00 


Add extra duties on merchandise imported 
in foreign vessels, 2} per cent. retained 
on drawback, and interest and stor- 
age, after deducting therefrom duties 


on merchandise refund 


Net amount of duties on merchandise 





eeeseeee 


ed, &e 








213,102 38 


22,299, 964 82 


Add extra duty on merch 











in foreign vessels, 2} per cent. retained 
on drawback, and interest and stor- 
age, after deducting therefrom duties 
on merchandise refunded .....+.+++0++ 


Net amount of duties on merchandise ... 


andise imported 











17,759,770 85 


51,870 31 
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STATEMENT—Continued. 














IN 1820. 


IN 1821. 








| 











Merchandise. IValue, exclusive Duty thereon. | Drawback pay- Merchandise. Value, exclusive| Duty thereon. Drawback 
| of the value of able. of the value of payable. 
articles re-ex- articles re-ex- 
ported. ported. 
| a 
PAYING DUTY AD VAL. | PAYING DUTY AD VAL. 
Rate of duty. | Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. Rate of duty. Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. 
At 7} per cent...eeeeeee 509, 237 00 35,360 48 3,068 00 || At 7} per cent......0... 840,613 00 63,045 98 3,570 17 
15 ...dO .ooee eeeeese| 9,407,288 00 1,411,093 20 289,718 00 15 ...dO escsceeeeess| 13,036,191 00 1,955, 428 65 198, 392 7 
BD ccd sosossocense 2,400, 789 00 480,157 80 22,516 00 DD AS ci sssins aseel 4,473,993 00 894,798 60 25,668 88 
BS oc oc0sccweeese | 8,980,075 00 2,245,018 75 701,287 00 | QD ...dO seceeseseeee, 16,605,525 00 4,151,381 25 359,946 86 
BO .0cdO cvcecccecers | 831,098 00 249, 329 40 28,186 00 BO osullO Sovenes iene 1,604, 368 00 481,310 40 14, 568 45 
| 


PAYING A SPECIFIC DUTY. 


| 22,198,487 00 




















PAYING A SPECIFIC DUTY | 


Articles, Av. rate wan! 





| 36,560,690 00 






































Articles. Av. rate of duty.| Quantity. Quantity. 
Wines....at27.9c...gls. 1,754, 322 490,573 50 70, 760 00 || Wines....at24.86c..gls. 3, 154, 111 784,126 65 72,095 94 
Spirits.... 44 ...gls. 3,928,996 | 1,728,565 81 130,861 00 |] Spirits.... 43.65 ..gls. 3,847,003 | 1,679,319 49 100,506 91 
Molasses.. 5 ...gls. 10, 786, 905 539,345 25 3,558 00 || Molasses.. 5  ..gls. 9, 459, 898 472,994 90 1,198 56 
Teas..... 32.6 ...Ibs.| 4,891,447 1,568,414 32 321,390 00 || Teas..... 31.45 .. Ibs. 4, 603, 855 1,447,921 09 142,041 93 
Coffee.... 5  ...Ibs.) 13, 291, 857 664,592 85 508,824 00 || Coffee.... 5 ..Ibs. 15, 965, 237 798, 446 90 435, 926 00 
Sugar..... 3.6 ...JIbs.| 51,537, 888 1,575, 345 23 857,580 00 || Sugar..... 3.5 .. Ibs. 43, 084, 819 1,315,143 40 581,875 06 
Salt ...... 20  .. bus.| 4, 019, 569 803,913 80 3,340 00 || Salt...... 20 . bus. 3, 121,847 624, 369 40 6,585 53 
Alliather Aiticless...cccslosesccecccces 1,146,800 34 345, 877 00 || All other articles......sclecsceesececesees| 1,590,385 62 241,519 90 
12,938,510 73 3, 286,965 00 16, 258,672 33 | 2, 183,896 21 
| 
Add extra duty on merchandise imported | Add extra duty on merchandise imported 
in foreign vessels, 2} per cent. retained in foreign vessels, 2} per cent. retained 
on drawback, and interest and stor- | on drawback, and interest and stor- 
age, after deducting therefrom duties age, after deducting therefrom duties 
on merchandise refunded........e+e00+ 98,911 46 | on merchandise refunded .....++seee0e- 224,893 62 
Net amount of duties on merchandise ....| 13,037,422 19 | Net amount of duties on merchandise ....| 16,483,565 95 
STATEMENT—Continued. 
IN 1822. IN 1823. 

Merchandise. Value, exclusive | Duty thereon. | Drawback pay- | Merchandise. Value, exclusive | Duty thereon. Drawback 
of the value of | able. of the value of payable. 
articles re-ex- | articles re-ex- 
ported. | ported. 

| 
PAYING DUTY AD VAL. PAYING DUTY AD VAL. 
Rate of duty. Dollars. | Dollars. Dollars. Rate of duty. Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. 
At 7} per cent ......... 918,557 00 | 68, 891 77 21,514 49 || At 7} per cent.......... 931,271 00 69, 845 32 40,425 68 
ESiGEMID Seuscnsvave 16,900,536 00 | 2,535,080 40 294, 493 48 15-2200 hws sesee| 13,933,703 00 | 2,090,055 45 577,969 30 
BD ASOD ekesaser een 6,825,505 00 | 1,365,101 00 21,917 30 | 20 ...dO......400000| 6,120,269 00 | 1,224,053 80 30,471 48 
Pein SMO Ksnenscoses 21,701,040 00 | 5,425,260 00 447,565 04 Q5 ...dO sesseseeeee| 15,467,941 00 | 3,866,985 25 752, 733 84 
DO 65500 ones cece cee 2,099,034 00 629,710 20 16,255 39 BO .60dO ceveeeeeeees| 1,645,610 00 493, 683 00 29,750 18 
48, 444,672 00 38, 098,794 00 
PAYING A SPECIFIC DUTY. PAYING ASPECIFIC DUTY.| ai 
Articles. Av.rate of duty. Quantity. || Articles. Av. rate of duty. Quantity. 
Wines....at30.4 c..gls. 2,489, 833 747,996 35 84,632 76 || Wines....at22.8c...gls. 1,730, 105 394,416 25 178, 221 16 
Spirits.... 40.47 ..gls. 4, 567, 744 2,040,412 90 157,922 83 || Spirits.... 44.7 ...gls. 3, 702, 152 1,655, 326 43 179,949 59 
Molasses.. 5 - gis. 12, 357, 372 617,868 60 379 89 | Molasses... 5 ...gls. 13, 284, 451 664, 222 55 209 54 
Teas ..... 30.87 ..lbs. 5, 430, 630 1,676,247 91 419,280 01 | Teas..... 30.9 ...Ibs. 6, 796, 364 2,105,956 63 531,202 47 
Coffee.... 5 . lbs. 14, 282, 982 714,149 10 501,160 82 | Coffee.... 5  ...Jbs. 18, 603, 330 930,166 50 | 1,006,891 14 
Sugar..... 3.8 ..Ibs. 76, 952, 438 2,374,768 24 392,724 57 || Sugar..... 3.2 ...1bs. 43, 309, 475 1,311,004 79 650, 336 91 
Salt ...... 2 . bus. 3, 538, 323 707,664 60 7,663 93 | Salt....... 20  .. bus. 4, 449, 740 889,948 00 9,259 76 
All Other articles....scseleseesececesesees| 2,042,790 14 485.385 55 || All other articles....ccccleescecceceeevese| 1,813,750 90 |. .eeeereeceee 


Add extra duty on merchandise imported 
in foreign vessels, 2} per cent. retained 
on drawback, and interest and stor- 
age, after deducting therefrom duties 
on merchandise refunded ....e..s.ee0 


Net amount of duties on merchandise .... 

















20,945,941 21 





21,074,182 75 





2,851,196 06 





Add extra duty on merchandise imported 
in foreign vessels, 2} per cent. retained 
on drawback, and interest and stor- 
age, after deducting therefrom duties 
on merchandise refunded ......+.ese0 


Net amount of duties on merchandise .... 











17,509,414 87 


127,027 10 


17,636,441 97 





4, 552,665 70 
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1827.] DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
STATEMENT—Continued. 
| 
IN 1824, IN 1825. 

Merchandise. Value, exclusive | Duty thereon. | Drawback pay- Merchandise. Value,exclusive| Duty thereon. Drawback 
of the value of able. of the value of payable. 
articles re-ex- articles re-ex- 
ported. ported. 

PAYING DUTY AD VAL. PAYING DUTY AD VAL. 

Rate of duty. Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. Rate of duty. Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. 

At 7} per cent..... ee 419,526 00 31,464 45 41,920 74 | At 12 per cent. .....+06- 7,285 00 874 00 Jat 7}, 1,594 19 
12 ..0dO .eeeeeee ane 1,288 00 ISESS |Nicwssscceece sees] 12}...dO ....eeeeeeee| 1,569,003 00 196,125 75 201,148 61 
12!,,.d0. baie sie 939, 869 00 117,483 62 22,171 88 15 ...dO wssseeeeeeee| 2,990,128 00 448,519 50 318,526 06 
15 12.0 seveeeseee 10,670,528 00 1,600,579 20 528,590 67 | 20 ...dO cesesecseee 8,619, 752 00 1,723,950 80 242,027 39 
20 1420 weceeeeeeeee| 6,477,446 00 1,295, 489 20 77,344 41 | 25 ...dO ccccccee 30, 802,199 00 7,700,550 00 | 1,272,202 21 
D5 ...dO weceseceeces| 17,024,335 00 4,256,083 75 804,020 75 BO .0cdO ceccccccccce 6, 324,258 00 1,897,276 70 160, 789 35 
30 ...dO weeeeeeeeees| 5,823,760 00 1, 747, 128 00 76,964 54 33}...0O eeeceecesees| 5,155,971 00 1,718,650 00 36,939 22 
B5 ...dO seocccvccees 1,647 00 576 45 152 54 | BS 00D cocccccee 15,033 00 5,259 70 224 54 
40 ...dO seeeeeeeee * 33,298 00 13,319 20 68 64 | 40 .0cdO coccccee 126, 436 00 50,575 40 631 41 
50 ...dO csreeceoeee 167,627 00 83,813 50 681 99 50 1 0cdO cecccccccee 560, 338 00 280, 164 00 4,157 99 

—_—— | 
41,559, 324 00 | 56, 170,403 00 

PAYINGASPECIFICDUTY.| SS | PAYING A SPECIFIC DUTY. - 

Articles. Av. rate of duty. Quantity. Articles. Av. rate of duty. Quantity. 

Wines....at 30.5c...gls. 1,527,978 466,604 45 146,230 43 || Wines....at 25.39 c..gls. 2, 654, 500 674,061 80 145,845 23 

Spirits.... 44.4 .. gls. 5,285, 047 2,348, 074 56 237,081 57 || Spirits.... 46.46 ..gls. 3, 925, 093 1, 823, 888 96 192,845 20 

Molasses.. 5 ...gls. 12, 871, 425 643,571 25 819 77 || Molasses... 5 . gis. 12, 430, 505 621,525 25 377 85 

Teas...... 333 ...Ibs. 7,107,677 2, 368, 306 15 293,816 29 || Teas...... 33.52 ..]bs. 6,552, 547 2,196,763 83 | 1,190,140 00 

Coffee..... 5  ...JIbs. 20, 368, 450 1,018, 422 50 1,014,776 02 || Coffee.... 5 . lbs. 21,901, 471 1,095,073 55 | 1,051,900 76 

Sugar..... 3.7 ...Ibs. 78, 486, 658 2,408,688 11 567,986 87 | Sugar..... 3.25 ..Ibs. 45, 822, 754 1,493,018 98 728,512 69 

Salt....... 20  .. bus. 3, 092, 092 618,410 40 11,979 00 || Salt....... 20 . bus. 4,578,538 915,707 60 10,794 03 

All other articles......csleccceecccscccecs 1,829,508 70 553, 263 54 || All other articles.....sccleccscsceccceces 2,439, 923 22 833,121 96 

20, 847,678 05 4,277,869 65 | 25,281,908 98 | 6,391,778 69 


Add extra duty on merchandise imported 
in foreign vessels, 2} per cent. retained 
on drawback, and interest and storage, 
after deducting therefrom duties on mer- 
chandise refunded. ......eceeeeseeceees 


154,155 88 





Net amount of duties on merchandise .... 


21,001,833 93 














i] 
i} 
i} 


| Add extra duty on merchandise imported 


in foreign vessels, 2} per cent. retained 
on drawback, and interest and storage, 
after deducting therefrom duties on mer- 
chandise refunded.......eseesee+ 


eee 


Net amount of duties on merchandise..... 


192,715 66 








25,474,624 64 








The aggregate receipts into the Treasury from customs during the year 1826, as far as the same have been ascertained, to the 


present period, amounted to ...... 


IN 1826. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, February 20, 1827, 


eee ee eres esse eseeeeee 


Ce eeeeeeeeeereseeeer esses 


$23, 325,475 83 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register 





Statement of the amount actually paid into the Treasury, arising from imports and tonnage, during the years 
1815 to 1826, inclusive, viz: 














Years. Amount. Years. Amount. 
] 
ihe hainiescntiaaanncoaiaecepicersanineaines SU TB ai cbs isc cisncdiscsdicerins secesceceee| $13,004,447 15 
ae eaten lek sac ucuedeh MUNIN NN asics cainlenmansitich hia inchikanata emis 17, 589, 761 94 
a iaiccecrioutslanisiliniacanaaatini veseses| 26,283,348 49 | isitilisiisilins EE rey orntom Te 19, 088, 433 44 
Nii cahinekiaeiclinateeuitinsacies nies TE Fa osnsisiccisaensscs Kerinsenees sossansel Ra 
en iikades ieideiaccastecd iota checcictsl - SMMC WEIR iiiiciaiicmeasaceimianiianiiesaianenensee 20,098,713 45 
i iiankitsaisaciciisbicceeiiasins lh catacidihuiaceseclk MAINT 1) Wa cles Scie Sechiaiesanca buabinnnasainnnbinisadiale 23,325,475 83 





19TH Coneress. } 





No. 


780. 





DUTIES ON 


IMPORTS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 22, 1827. 


To the honorable the Senate of the United States: 
The memorial of the Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce respectully showeth: 
That your memorialists have regarded with great anxiety the progress of “ A bill for the alteration 

of the acts imposing duties on imports,” whioh, it is understood, has passed the House of Representatives 

and is under the consideration of your honorable body. Believing, as they do, that this bill is not 
calculated to promote the common good, they beg leave, respectfully, to lay before you their remonstrance 
against the passage of it by the Senate 


voL. v——78 B 


[2p Sesston. 














618 FINANCE. [No. 781, 








Your memorialists are not aware of the existence of such reasons as should induce the Legislature to 
make so great and important a change in the system of duties on imports as is contemplated by this bill, 
They do not perceive the evidence of this change being required by a sound regard to the interests of a 
particular species of manufactures; and if it was called for by those interests, it would seem to them 
that a sound and just policy would not, to effect it, exact so great a sacrifice as must here be made of the 
other interests of the community. On the other hand, there appears to your memorialists to be strong 
objections to this bill, some of which they respectfully beg leave to lay before you. 

For several years there has been a progressive increase of the duties upon imports, the object of 
which has been to aid the manufacturing interest of the country. How far this system of protection has 
wrought a beneficial result to that interest is, perhaps, a question not easily to be settled. Its operation, 
however, upon the other great interests of society is considered by your memorialists as having been 
greatly prejudicial, and, indeed, upon the commercial interest it has been almost destructive. The regular 
and profitable commerce of the country undoubtedly languishes, and the cause is obviously seen in the 
prohibition of certain portions of our trade which has arisen from the system of protection to manu- 
factures. When the tariff was revised in 1824 it was considered to be settled upon principles of accom- 
modation and regard to the several interests of the community; and it was not expected that within go 
short a space of time so great a change, and yet one so partial in its operation, as that contemplated by 
this bill would be attempted. Your memorialists would respectfully submit that such an innovation 
upon the system as this is—one directed towards a single object, and without any consideration of the 
other parts of the system—cannot but be productive of extensive injury and inconvenience. 

The amount of duties proposed to be laid by this bill upon certain kinds of woolens is considered by 
practical men as being, in effect, a prohibition of the article. It is believed that this article neither is nor 
can be advantageously manufactured among us so far as to supply at reasonable prices the demands of 
the country. ‘The consequence is, a monopoly to the manufacturer, and all the evil which must flow from 
such a monopoly; so far, then, as the direct operation of this measure at home is seen, it is to exalt one 
interest upon the depression of many others; to give peculiar advantages to a particular manufacturing 
interest at the certain expense of the agricultural and commercial interests of the country. 

But it is apprehended by your memorialists that this measure will be attended with other mischievous 
consequences, bearing seriously upon our foreign commerce. At a moment when Great Britain is 
relaxing her system in such a manner that the great agricultural product of our Middle States may find a 
market there, it would seem to be unwise on our part to prohibit the importation of the article naturally 
to be received in return for our productions. In addition, that same commercial nation may fairly be 
expected to countervail a measure bearing as this does upon an important branch of her manufactures, 
by the imposition of duties upon the great staple of our southern States, thereby crippling its cultivation 
here and protecting it in their own colonies. These considerations, prospective as they are, your memo- 
rialists respectfully submit, are reasonable in themselves and deserving of attention in your deliberations 
upon this important question. 

The effect of the system of measures to which this belongs upon the revenue of the country derived 
from its imports is obvious. That revenue which has been so productive, which has been so faithfully, 
honorably, and effectually paid, and which at the same time is so lightly felt by the community at large, 
should, in the opinion of your memorialists, be regarded with peculiar care. The measure under consid- 
eration is calculated further to diminish that revenue, and offer incitements to evade and violate the law, 
and to depart from that line of rectitude which has signally distinguished those concerned in the 
importation of goods subject to the payment of duties. 

Your memorialists are firmly persuaded that the bill in question will work serious and extensive 
mischief to the commerce of the country and to all those interests which are immediately connected with 
it and dependent upon it; they believe that a retaliation may reasonably be expected which would affect 
sensibly our great agricultural products; and they consider that the measure proposed in its operation 
will be partial, unequal, and unjust. On these grounds they respectfully request that the passage of the 
bill may be arrested, and that it may not receive the concurrence of your honorable body. 

ROBERT RALSTON, President of the Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce. 
JNO. VAUGHAN, Secretary of the Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce. 
PuiLaDELputa, January 19, 1827. 
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DUTIES ON IMPORTS OF WOOLEN MANUFACTURES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 22, 1827. 
To the honorable the Senate of the United States: 


The memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of Baltimore respectfully represents: 


That they view with great concern, and even alarm, the proposed law for the increase of the duties 
on certain kinds of woolen goods imported from abroad. That this increase, amounting in fact to a 
prohibition of many articles essential to the comfort of the people of the country, and which cannot, for 
some years to come, be manufactured in sufficient quantities to meet the demands of mere necessity, will 
produce the greatest inconvenience and hardship. That this measure will be the more obnoxious as its 
more direct operation is on the poorer classes of consumers, on whom it will continue to fall with dispro- 
portioned severity, even after the domestic manufactories shall be enabled, by means of the contemplated 
protection, to afford the requisite supply, inasmuch as that protection is a virtual tax on the consumer 
to the whole amount of the difference between the present price and that which will be produced by the 
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contemplated duty. That this measure will be extremely detrimental to the agricultural, the commercial, 
and the shipping interests of these United States, in which interest is invested an immense capital, 
equally entitled, in point of principle, as the manufacturing, to the protection of Government, and more 
so, in point of fact, as the amount concerned is larger, and constitutes the dependence of a greater 
number of citizens. 

Your memorialists, moreover, respectfully suggest that the frauds on the revenue, resulting from the 
imposition of the contemplated duties, will be immense; that they will be highly injurious to morals; and 
that they will have the double effect of enhancing prices in proportion of the risk incurred in furnishing 
this irregular supply, while, at the same time, the evasions of the customs will be of sufficient magnitude 
to deprive those who may invest their capital in woolen manufactures of the full benefit of the contemplated 
protection. Thus your memorialists foresee a triple loss to the industry of the country from the bill 

roposed. 
j Sous memorialists forbear to add to these suggestions, which spring from the experience arising 
from their more immediate pursuits, the considerations of general policy aud justice. Your honorable 
body is well aware that the policy of the principle on which this measure proceeds has been ably disputed 
by the wisest statesmen, and remains, to say the least, a matter of doubt. But when to this consideration 
is added the more immediate and important one of the unequal operation of this bill on the different 
sections of the country, the dissatisfaction which must thence result, and the prudence of allaying the 
jealousies which are but too apt to arise in the best ordered confederacies, they indulge the hope that 
their own individual interests will be fortified by reflections so just and powerful. 
And your memorialists will ever pray. 
WM. LORMAN, President of the Chamber of Commerce, Baltimore. 
WILLIAM COOKE, Secretary of the Chamber of Commerce. 
Batrmore, February 20, 1827. 
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TRANSACTIONS AT THE MINT IN 1826. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 24, 1827. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 
I transmit herewith to Congress a report from the Director of the Mint, with a statement exhibiting 


its operations during the year 1826. 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
Wasutneton, February 24, 1827. 





Mint oF THE Unitep States, Philadelphia, January 1, 1827. 


Sir: I have now the honor, respectfully, to submit a report on the general transactions of the Mint 
during the last year. 

From the statement of the Treasurer, herewith transmitted, it appears that the coinage effected within 
the year has amounted to $2,110,679 25, consisting of 5,774,434 pieces of coin, viz: 





ag ee eee ERBEO PHOORN, MOOMIME, . oo. co iocasacccccveecces $92,245 00 
ck ty, TATOO EOL 4,004,180...... Dial Teka scd PhGk Ce) anweeWReS 2,002,090 00 
POS bin cacdscenasaadans 1,751,425...... Aan ek an Ahhh ss eRe andes 16,344 25 

5,114,434...... RE yn ON ee 2,110,679 25 











The amount of gold deposits has been less than that of the year 1825 by about $64,000—a result 
attributable, probably, to the higher premium on gold, in bullion, and in every description of coin, which 
has distinguished the last year. This premium has varied from four to six per cent. on gold coins of the 
United States, France, and Portugal, while the gold coins of Great Britain have been in demand, by tale, 
at the rate of $4 85 to $4 95 for the sovereign, being about six to eight per cent. on the actual value 
thereof; and the doubloons of Spain at $15 50 to $16, being from six to nearly ten per cent. on their 
actual value, according to the standard and denomination of the coins of the United States. The 
diminished coinage of gold is, therefore, the less to be regretted, since, under existing circumstances, it 
cannot, when coined, be retained in circulation. 

Of the gold bullion deposited within the last year, the proportion received from North Carolina may 
be stated at nearly $20,000; that from Mexico, South America, and the West Indies, at $55,000; and that 
from Africa at $6,000; leaving about $11,000 derived from sources not ascertained. The amount received 
from North Carolina, it may be satisfactory to mention, has exceeded by about $3,000 that of the year 
1825, and by nearly $9,000 that of any previous year. 

The value of the silver bullion received for coinage within the last year has been nearly $2,500,000, 
of which the proportion deposited by the Bank of the United States has exceeded $1,600,000. 

A wish to expedite the issues from the Mint, conformably to this copious supply of silver, of which 
the pressure has been unexampled during the last six months, has induced the coinage, exclusively, of 
half dollars, that of the smaller denominations being suspended throughout the year. 

The subject of small silver coins has, nevertheless, attracted within this period particular attention, 
with a view to ascertain the necessities of the currency in relation thereto. The result has been a strong 
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persuasion that a deficiency of these is felt, in any embarrassing degree, chiefly in districts where the 
larger coins are not abundant. It is almost superfluous to observe that the small divisions of silver coin 
can be retained in circulation at their appropriate value only as part of a metallic currency, or a currenc 
effectively sustained on a specie basis. The power of the Mint, it is believed, therefore, has been hitherto 
exerted most usefully for the public good, on emissions of a denomination more acceptable to depositors 
of bullion, as involving less delay; leaving the circulation of small coins to be supplied by the accustomed 
fractions of the Spanish dollar, aided by occasional issues from the Mint, during that relaxed demand for 
coinage which has generally occurred heretofore at some period of the year. 

Arrangements have, however, been commenced, and are in train to be early accomplished, for devotin 
to the emission of the smaller divisions of our silver coin every desirable attention, without injurious] 
retarding the more productive operations of the Mint. By this procedure, should the supply of bullion 
remain undiminished, which many indications render probable, it is anticipated that, at a period not far 
remote, the fractions of the Spanish dollar may be dispensed with in circulation, if that measure should 
then be considered desirable. In the meantime large emissions of our heavier coinage will have been 
diffused through the community, constituting an efficient basis of the national currency. 

The coinage of half dollars in preference, generally, to that of the dollar, was adopted in the year 
1805, on a suggestion, it is understood, from a source entitled to the highest respect, that this form of 
silver coin would impose a beneficial restraint on its exit from the country. The effect, it is believed, has 
justified this preference, and offers still an adequate motive for adhering to it. 

The utility of the copper coins of the United States, as an auxiliary in ordinary circulation, appears 
to be more extensively acknowledged than heretofore. They are now called for in districts where popular 
fancy had, until lately, rejected them. The facility afforded by their transportation, at the expense and 
risk of the Government, to all parts of the United States within the range of ordinary means, contributes 
essentially to their diffusion. 

On comparing the present report with those of former periods, it is perceived that the coinage effected 
within the last year has exceeded by $250,000 that of any previous year since the establishment of the 
Mint. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
SAML. MOORE. 


The Preswent of the United States. 





Statement of the coins struck at the Mint of the United States from January 1 to December 31, 1826. 

































































Silver coins. Quarter dollars.| Half dollars. Amount. 
Quarter ending Bist March... .. oe. ccceescccs cece ccc0escccccecccccs cece ceccce ces eceseecceresccvccs | oseee's dsieen suse 690, 000 $345,000 00 
Quarter ending 30th June .....ccccccccccccccccccccccccccsecsscceseseeeseeeseeeseeeseesseeeseescees PPA eT errs ore 760, 400 380,200 00 
Quarter ending 30th September.....scecccccccccccccccccsccccccccscseeess seen sees eeesessceesesecees | eens to eeeeeeee 1,251,000 625,500 00 
Quarter ending 31st December.....secececsesccecccsecesceceeecesssecesesees peececeececcecees seeees levee eeseceeeeees 1, 302, 780 651,390 00 
| 
| 
ic Senay SEERA EOE SESS EREES SR Wh nbs hes absense pees eS sunseaesesnsas dee eeunes | eoeceee soeseisees 4, 004, 180 2,002,090 00 
Gold coins. Quarter eagles. | Half eagles. Amount. 
| 
| 
Quarter ending 3lst March............ TTT coos 760 | 4,212 $22,960 00 
| 
Quarter ending 30th June ....cccccccccccsececcecccceeseeeeee sees sess eeeees sess eses sees sess sees esse seuss seecesccces 4, 958 24,790 00 
Quarter ending 30th September......seescecesecencccccsesscceeesees eee eee eeee eres ceceeseesseseces locecceccccccccce 55542 27,710 00 
| 
Quarter ending 3lst December, ....cccceccscccccrcccccccccceececee. over cevees cess esesesecceeseecsee (sees cesses cosess | 3, 357 16,785 00 
ania RR a i iE ak a  aphall | 760 | 18, 069 92, 245 00 
Copper coins. | Half cents. Cents. Amount. 
SeNeee SENT COMME. Sab Snob buubweneneks os000sissbses 05k 0069 0so008 600s S540 5465400 2560s sees siecasss eo eee ceeees 156, 625 $1,566 25 
PRMRTESE OOM LEE DECEMUVCT 555 0600s s0nicies sconces aes'ee\ossc6de0ns cen enseess waiceesesesos0seees | 234, 000 1, 360, 800 14,778 00 
| 
| 
AMD S canes esubnnibesseksee sen ss usntinneessenenve se ascisnhseese sees scutes sen sansen 234, 000 1,517, 425 16, 344 25 
RECAPITULATION. 
4,004,180 pieces of silver COIN, AMOUNLING tO......cceseeccccccccecceccoesccees eoccee $2,002, 090 00 
18,829 pieces of gold coins, AMOUNEING tO. ....scccccccecvocsccsccceseces Sesbs saeco 92,245 00 
1,751,425 pieces of copper COINS, AMOUNTING tO. ...eeccecceecesscavccecssseececssscses 16,344 25 
5, 774, 434 pieces of coins, AMOUNTING tO.....ceeeeceesveceees b%s casa eeenceces coccceces 25110,679 25 











J JAMES RUSH. 
Mint or THE UniTED Srares, Treasurer’s Office, Philadelphia, December 30, 1826. 
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GENERAL TRANSACTIONS AT THE MINT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 26, 1827. 


Treasury Department, February 24, 1827. 


Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith three statements, marked A, B, C, which have been 
prepared by the Comptroller of the Treasury pursuant to the 7th section of the act of the 2d of April, 
1792, entitled “ An act establishing a Mint and regulating the coins of the United States.” 

These statements contain all the information relative to the transactions of the Mint which the 
settlements made at the Treasury afford. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 





RICHARD RUSH. 
Hon. Joun W. Taytor, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





A. 


| Statement exhibiting the balance of the gold and silver bullion remaining in the hands of the officers of the Mint 
on the 31st December, 1825; the amount deposited from January 1 to December 31, 1826; the different 
species of coins made and paid on account of deposits; allowances for wastage; and the balance remaining 
in the hands of the officers of the Mint on the 31st December, 1826, to be accounted for on a future 
settlement, viz: 

































































GOLD. 
Ozs. dwts. grs. 
Balance of gold bullion remaining in the hands of the officers of the 
Mint on the Slat december, 1635... 2.2... secccccesceess. 499 0 0 $8,865 124 
Gold bullion deposited from January 1 to December 31, 1826..... 4,745 6 21 84,361 44 
I OEE OT TT TT eee TCT Te ee TET eee 5,244 6 21 93,226 564 
Amount paid for deposits of gold from January 1 to December 31, 
ARERR AEST CRS GEC is x0 Sa dab SSEDERDERRCEEREEKE Spec ennvewds vue $91,930 78 
Amount deposited in the Bank of the United States on the 31st 
Ne abode a es Se REERER TRG RENRCRRAWSEE: £040 0040 00 RRO OS 458 98 
92,389 716 
Deduct as follows: 
Amount deposited in the Bank of the United States on the 31st 
i eC Eat Oe Us Vo bie Sete Aah iewes xhawiidakatee eas 144 76 
92,245 00 
Gold coins made at the Mint from January 1 to December 31, . 
1826—18,069 half and 760 quarter eagles.................. 5,188 15 15 $92,245 00 
Allowances to the melter and refiner and chief coiner for wastage 
oh sects scapes ETE CECE LETT CER ECCT E Oe 15 4 5 270 404 
Gold bullion in the hands of the officers of the Mint on the 31st 
ET eee Sree 40 7 1 711 16 
PN tk ths to 9.608 658s ees baa eA Keowee 5,244 6 21 93,226 564 
SILVER. 
Balance of silver bullion remaining in the hands of the officers of 
the Mint on the 3lst December, 1825... .. 2... .cceceseees 108,741 10 22 $125,472 194 
Silver bullion deposited from January 1 to December 31, 1826.... 2,160,241 16 0 2,492,586 15 
AGES FA eRe 6 a CRA NSE ES OS axes 2,268,983 6 22 2,618,058 344 
Amount paid for deposits of silver from January 1 to December 
ce ee ne re ey OT eee eee eee eee $2,001,986 163 
Amount deposited in the Bank of the United States on the 31st 
ES beac cUGr ict eases As shee aatauedeneNd- Kiweavss sces'sdon 200 854 
Amount remaining in the hands cf the Treasurer of the Mint on 
ack GhRKCRRSESREAMERSAGNS Seeds ede ewe ewes 3 00 





2,002,190 02 
Deduct as follows: 
Amount deposited in the Bank of the United States on the 31st 


lind ph ORES ERRRREAEEREE SadKeRGRERERE OLS 100 02 





2,002,090 
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Ozs. dwts. grs. 
Silver coins made from January 1 to December 31, 1826—4,004,180 


half dollars..... aaa rae a iar ith Mt i a ie a os 1,735,144 13 8 $2,002,090 00 
Allowances made to melter and refiner and chief coiner for wastage 

POET eee TREE Tee TTT er Te ee erry 4,786 10 19 5,522 923 
Silver bullion in the hands of the officers of the Mint December 31, 

EE LOE eee Tee eT rere ee EO re re kre Tre te rae 529,052 2 19 610,445 42 








ee te a ii he bg eerie ite eek ik aes 2,268,983 6 22 2,618,058 34} 


ae 





LUND WASHINGTON, Clerk. 
Comprrotier’s Orrice, February 22, 1827. 

















B. 
The Mint of the United States in account for copper purchased from the commencement of the institution to 
Dr. December 31, 1826. 
’ R. 
Value of cop- 
eovmcpat, — \Gostofr J T sight. per,at the rate 
roy weigh ost 0 aia! roy weight et Vat tes 
cent. 
ee Coen ee 
lbs. oz. dut. | lbs. oz. dut. 
To amount of rough copper and copper | By amount of rough copper and copper 
planchets purchased from the com- || planchets accounted for from the com- 
mencement of the institution to De- mencement of the institution to De- 
cember 31, 1825, per statement marked || cember 31, 1825, per statement marked 
B, accompanying the Comptroller’s let- | B, accompanying the Comptroller’s 
ter of February 3, 1826...... sph eneoees 1,621,536 7 7] $425,641 91 || letter of February 3, 1826....... rey: 1,577,806 6 9] $528,295 99 


To cost of 194 casks of copper planchets | By amount of cents deposited by the 
purchased of William Harrold & Son | Treasurer of the Mint to the credit of 
and M. R. Bolton, and charged in the || the Treasurer of the United States 

second and third quarters of 1826, re- | in the Pear BEG oosscsssecsinenses sees 50,052 11 0 17,161 00 

ceived per the ships Minerva, Tusca- || By amount of the par value of 82,057 lbs. 

rora, Algonquin, and Marmion, weigh- | lloz. 16dwt. of copper planchets, pur- 

ing 67,522 pounds avoirdupois.......... 82,057 11 16 19,870 92 || chased and received in the second and 

third quarters of 1826, over the cost 





To loss in exchange on remittances to 
8,263 252 





























| 
William Harrold & Son and Matthew | | EDETOUT cniedsdakieseasese doses a eews el Secnkoe00se ooekees 
R. Bolton, in payment for copper, as || By amount of spoiled and damaged plan- 
charged in the second, third, and fourth | | chets, returned by the chief coiner in 
RACDN ITED ony asipbuesbobeasernesslesvacs oeccvedseses 2,166 30 || the second and fourth quarters of 1826. 254 2 12 
To overplusage in the weight of copper By amount lost in the weight of copper 
delivered the chief coiner December delivered to the chief coiner in the 
31, 1821, and September 30, 1825, as second quarter Of 1826 .....sssesceces 8 1 16 
charged in the second quarter of 1826 .. S885 2 10 |...cccccccceee 
Amount accounted for ....++++++++| 1,628,195 9 17 553,720 17} 
Amount and cost of copper....+..... 1,704,479 9 13) 447,679 13 || ~~ Balance on hand December 51, 1826: 
To amount gained On COiINAgGE.....cccceeelsccccccccccccccece 132,195 542) 
. . sities t In hands of the Treasurer of the Mint, 
| DOING 5.60 snnses cuseesbisensonsebeee 12,486 8 19 4,281 17 
In hands of the Treasurer of the Mint, 
UNCOINE. .o0e se ecceveceoeesseccecees 26,133 4 0 8,960 00 
In hands of the chief coiner, uncoined.. 37,663 10 17 12,913 33 
1,704,479 9 13 579, 874 673. 1,704,479 9 13 579, 874 673 
| 
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C. 


Summary statement exhibiting the value of the coins made at the Mint; the amount of disbursements on account 
of the establishment; the amount allowed for wastage; the amount retained of deposits, and the amount 
gained on the coinage of copper, from the commencement of the institution to the 31st December, 1826, viz: 


Value of gold, silver, and copper coinage up to December 31, 1825...............+++ $25,390,966 96 
Gold coins made from January 1 to December 31, 1826, per account A.. $92,245 00 
Silver coins made from January 1 to December 31, 1826, per account A.. 2,002,090 00 
Copper coins made from January 1 to December 31, 1826, per account B. . 17,161 00 









2,111,496 00 








Total value of gold, silver, and copper........ pee eae th eee Rad ana hea 27,502,462 96 








Net charge on the coinage of gold, silver, and copper to the 31st 
PS SEO PG ixreeanbensece chew cass es Vee Creere wee 537,445 324 
Add amount gained on the coinage of copper to the same period...... 118,647 17 


Carried forward............ 656,092 493 
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Brought forward............ $656,092 494 
From which deduct: 
Amount of wastage on gold and silver to 31st December, 


ge eS ee er ere err rey or rere Te oer $86,986 084 
Also amount of wastage from January 1 to December 31, 
SAE Ee OEE ee Tee eee eee ee 5,793 33 





jabciicn 92,779,414 





; $563,313 08 
Add amount disbursed on account of the establishment from Jannary 1 to December 31, 

amp agains tae GRR ECT ACO Tee OT Cee eee Te eT eee 25,327 09 
Add also the amount of wastage on gold and silver to 31st December, 

SEG FUESE GAEERE KOEN G4 ire one ae de bebe ss arweeew ee cba. 92,779 414 


Fr . the above deduct: 
The amc-ICH -etained from deposits to 3lst December, 











Me TTT CTT TT TEE OCCT TIC Oee eT Terre $15,382 87 
Also this sum from January 1 to December 31, 1826.... 1,704 13 
panel 17,087 00 
15,692 414 
664,332 583 
Deduct: 
Amount gained on the coinage of copper from the commencement of the institution to 
CP Ue OR, FIIs a sseee sc cseiecsssevewsceecess Mai Mienee Kak naw 132,195 544 





Net amount chargeable to the coinage of gold, silver, and copper from the commence- 
ment of the institution to the 3lst December, 1826, including the costs of lots, 
SR ee Te eee Pree Ter eer ee 532,137 04 








LUND WASHINGTON, Clerk. 
ComprroLier’s Orrice, February 22, 182'T. 
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DUTIES ON IMPORTS OF WOOLEN GOODS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 26, 1827. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled: 


The memorial of the undersigned, inhabitants of the city of Boston and its vicinity, respectfully 
represents: 


That they have regarded with the deepest interest the various measures which have been brought 
before Congress for several years past for the purpose of affording encouragement to the domestic 
manufactures of the United States, by enhancing the duties on imported articles of foreign growth and 
manufacture. Your memorialists are fully aware of the delicacy with which a subject so intimately 
connected with the industry of the community and the great interests of society should be approached, 
and the discernment, experience, and matured wisdom upon which all measures so deeply affecting the 
vital interests of society should be founded; still, having, after much reflection, aided by considerable 
experience, become fully convinced that any further increase on the duties now charged upon certain 
species of woolen goods would be productive of great injury to the United States, taking into one com- 
prehensive view its most extensive and important interests, we beg leave most respectfully to express 
this opinion in referénce to the measure now before Congress upon that subject. Your memorialists 
express this opinion the more readily from a conviction that a measure of this description must derive its 
support mainly from the aid of strong and enlightened public opinion, and because they believe that it has 
been usually represented and believed that public opinion in this part of the United States was in favor 
of the proposed increase of duties on woolen goods. Had the attention of this section of the United 
States been earlier awakened upon this subject, your memorialists entertain no doubt that vast numbers 
would have concurred with them in the opinions here expressed, and that very numerous memorials would 
have afforded unquestionable proof of a strong prevailing public opinion against the policy of further 
extending the duties on certain species of imported woolen goods in the manner now proposed. 

Your memorialists are firmly convinced that the proposed increase of duty, by further multiplying 
the restrictions upon commerce, would paralyze many branches of useful industry, and be productive of 
extensive injury. But they have neither time, nor is there occasion, at this late moment of the session, 
to go into the general argument upon the subject. They, therefore, at the present moment, confine them- 
selves to the expression of their opinion—a strong and deliberate opinion—against the measure, and 
their earnest hope that this great change of policy in regard to the most important interests of the 
country will not be adopted without mature deliberation and a clear and decided expression of public 
opinion in its favor. 

Boston, February 19, 1827. 
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DEBTS AND DEFALCATIONS IN CERTAIN LAND OFFICES AND BY INDIVIDUALS, 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MARCH 2, 1827, 


To the Senate of the United States: 

I transmit to the Senate a report from the Secretary of the Treasury, with sundry documents con- 
taining the information requested by a resolution of the Senate of the 20th of April last, relating to the 
securities taken of the late Surveyor General of Illinois, Missouri, and Arkansas, of thela’ Receiver of 
Public Moneys in the western district of Missouri, and to the sums for which they were, -e2pectively, 
defaulters; also to the sums due by each of the late Directors of the Bank of Missouri to the United 
States, and to the measures taken for obtaining or enforcing payment of the same. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 


Wasuineton, March 2, 1827. 





Treasury Department, March 1, 1821. 


The Secretary of the Treasury, to whom was referred a resolution of the Senate of the 20th of April last, 
“requesting the President of the United States to cause the Senate to be informed at the commencement 
of the next session of Congress what security was offered by, and what was ultimately taken of, the late 
Surveyor General of Illinois, Missouri, and Arkansas, upon his last appointment to that office, and for 
what sum, if for any, he is a defaulter; 

“Also, what security was taken of the late Receiver of Public Moneys in the western district of 
Missouri, and for what sum, if for any, he is a defaulter; 

“Also, what sum is due by each of the late Directors of the Bank of Missouri to the United States by 
transfer of their debts or otherwise; what measures have been adopted for the recovery of those sums; 
and to what extent, and against which of the Directors such measures have been enforced,” has the honor 
to submit to the President a communication from the First Comptroller of the Treasury, dated the 26th 
ultimo, and one from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, dated the 28th, which, with the docu- 
ments referred to by the Commissioner, contain the information required by those parts of the resolution 
which relate to the Surveyor General and the Receiver of Public Moneys alluded to. 

In relation to the last member of the resolution, the Secretary has the honor to state that there are 
due to the United States by transfer from the Bank of Missouri, by the late Directors of that bank, the 
following sums: James Kennerly, $14,932 36; Angus L. Langham, $18,821 83; Michael Tesson, $3,046 50; 
Thomas H. Benton, $6,454 37; Joseph Philipson, $23,162 08; and by the firm of Thomas and Charles S. 
Hempstead, the first of whom was a Director of the bank, $18,127 43. It is understood that judgments 
have been obtained in all these cases, and that measures will be adopted by the agent to obtain payment, 
as early as practicable, as well of these debts as of the other debts transferred by the Bank of Missouri 
to the United States. Under this clause of the resolution, the Secretary also submits a communication 
from the Fifth Auditor of the Treasury, dated the 28th ultimo, embracing a statement of debts due to the 
United States by late Directors of the Bank of Missouri other than those arising from transfers, which 
debts originated in the War Department, and have been reported to that officer, as the Agent of the 
Treasury, by the Second Comptroller, for suit, agreeably to the provisions of the act of Congress passed 


on the 15th of May, 1820. 
RICHARD RUSH. 
The Preswwent of the United States. 





Treasury Departuent, Comptroller’s Office, February 26, 182'T. 


Sm: The part of the resolution of the Senate, under date of April 20, 1826, which you have referred 
to me, requires information on the following points, viz: 

1, What security was offered by, and what was ultimately taken of, the late Surveyor General of 
Illinois, Missouri, and Arkansas, upon his last appointment to that office; and for what sum, if any, is he 
a defaulter ? 

2. What security was taken of the late Receiver of Public Moneys in the western district of Missouri, 
and for what sum, if for any, is he a defaulter ? 

In relation to the first object of inquiry, I have to observe that the last appointment of William 
Rector, the Surveyor General alluded to in the resolution of the Senate, was dated February 20, 1823, 
and that, on the 27th of August following, he gave a bond in the penalty of $30,000, with the following 
sureties, which bond was approved by Mr. Secretary Crawford, viz: A. McNair, Stephen Rector, Thos. 
C. Rector, Jer’h Connor, B. G. Farrar, J. and G. H. Kennerly, Thos. Hempstead, and Jos. E. Brown. 

It being the uniform practice for the Commissioner of the General Land Office to superintend the 
execution of the bonds of the Surveyor General, and these bonds not being transmitted to be filed in this 
office until after they shall have been approved either by himself or the Secretary of the Treasury, it is 
not known to this Department whether, anterior to the execution of the above mentioned bond, any other 
sureties were offered which were net accepted. 

The accounts of Mr. Rector, to the 30th of September, 1823, were settled on the 1st of December, 
1824, and a balance of $44,758 38 found to be due from him to the United States, to a final liquidation of 
which his attention was called on the 6th of January following. 

This not having been complied with within a reasonable time, his case was reported to the Agent of 
the Treasury for suit on the 30th of June, 1826. 





























1827.] DEBTS AND DEFALCATIONS. 625 








On the subject of the second object of inquiry, I have to observe, that it is also the uniform practice 
for the Commissioner of the General Land Office, not only to superintend the execution of the official 
ponds on the part of the Receivers of Public Moneys for public lands sold, but also to approve those 
bonds when executed, after which he transmits them to be filed in this office. 

No bond having been executed by Mr. William D. McRay, the Receiver of Public Moneys alluded to 
jn the resolution of the Senate, the Commissioner of the General Land Office, on the 18th of November, 
1826, apprised this Department of that fact, and that Mr. McRay had been superseded; in consequence of 
which information his accounts were immediately put into a train for settlement, and were reported to 
the Agent of the Treasury for suit on the 30th of that month. 

The balance which was found to be due from him to the United States on that settlement, and for 
which he was reported for suit, was $23,089 57. 

With considerations of great respect, I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
JOS. ANDERSON, Comptroller. 

Hon. Ricuarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 





FENERAL Lanp Orrice, February 28, 182°. 


Sir: In compliance with your request, communicated to me yesterday by Mr. Washington, I now 
transmit the correspondence with General Rector relative to the bond given by him under his last com- 
mission. ‘The letters are marked from A to H. 

The paper marked K is a copy of the bond given by General Rector on the Tth of August, 1823, and 
transmitted with his letter of the 7th of November, 1823, both of which were submitted to the Hon. 
Secretary of the Treasury on the 3d of September, 1824, and which are presumed to be on file in the 
Comptroller’s office. The bond returned to General Rector on the 1st of December, 1823, was that 
acknowledged by my letter of the 18th of September, 1823, to have been received from him, and which, 
it is believed, was a duplicate of the one on file, with the exception of the certificate of the District 
Attorney as to the sufficiency of the securities. It will appear, from my letter to the Secretary of the 
Treasury, dated September 3, 1824, that General Rector never did execute a bond agreeably to the forms 
prescribed after I came into office. It is proper to state that no money ever was advanced after I came 
into office to General Rector on account of surveying the public lands. 

The papers marked No. 1 to 7 contain the correspondence relative to the bond of William D. McRay. 

It may be proper to remark that Mr. McRay was recommended for the office of Receiver by a gentle- 
man of such high official standing that of course some confidence was reposed in his representations, but 
that, in consequence of his conduct, the regulations contained in the paper marked No. 8 were adopted, 
and are now in force. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
GEO. GRAHAM. 


Hon. Ricnarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. — - ‘ 





Treasury Departaent, Pifth Auditor’s Office, February 28, 1827. 


Sir: In reply to your letter of this day’s date, enclosing to me a copy of a resoiution of the Senate of 
the 20th of April last, I have the honor to inform you that of the names of the persons therein specified 
as directors of the Bank of Missouri, suits have been instituted against the following upon reports made 
to me by the Second Comptroller, viz: 

James Kennerly, late agent of Indian Department; suit ordered September 3, 1823, for $29,890 59. 
Returned by clerk of court September term, 1825, non est inventus. 

A. L. Langham, late captain 19th infantry; suit ordered December 17, 1821, for $2,572; judgment 
February term, 1823, for $2,755 25; levied on real estate; made on sale of real estate $572 76—mar- 
shal’s return. 

Thomas H. Benton, lieutenant colonel 39th infantry; suit ordered October 27, 1819, for $1,554 38; 
balance reduced May 15, 1820, to $384 05; judgment October term, 1822, $439 74. 

Thomas Hempstead, military storekeeper at St. Louis; suit ordered November 22, 1822, for $15,052 65; 
balance reduced by subsequent settlements to $4,781 33; judgment June term, 1823. 

Thomas Hempstead, paymaster of militia; suit ordered November 22, 1822, for $15,736 12; balance 
reduced by subsequent settlements to $7,625 97; judgment June term, 1823. Made on sale of real estate 
upon execution against the administrator of Elijah Beebe, one of the sureties of Hempstead, the sum of 
$2,446 80, after deducting costs. 

Henry Dodge, the marshal, having retained this money in his hands, suit has been ordered against 
him for its recovery. 

Thomas F. Riddeck, president of the Bank of Missouri, (agent for paying pensioners;) suit ordered 
August 18, 1824, for $2,596 32. No return received from District Attorney. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your most obedient servant, 
8S. PLEASONTON, Agent of the Treasury. 
Hon. Ricnarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 





No. 1. 


GeneraL Lanp Orrice, February 5, 1824. 

Sm: I have the honor to transmit herewith your commission as Receiver of Public Moneys for the 
western district of Missouri. You will, therefore, be pleased to qualify yourself as such by taking an 
& 
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oath to support the Constitution of the United States, and by entering into a bond, with one or more 
good sureties, in the penalty of thirty thousand dollars for the faithful execution of your official duties 
The solvency of the sureties is to be certified by the United States Attorney or Judge for the district rs 
which they reside. The oath and certificate are to be endorsed on the bond, which is to be transmitted 
to this office. The necessary forms and instructions for your government will be sent to Lexington in a 
few days. The books and blanks necessary for the transaction of your official duties have been received 
at Lexington. 
I am. 


Wiuiam D. McRay, Receiver of Public Moneys at Lexington, Mo. 





No. 2. 


GeNERAL Lanp Orrice, January 26, 1825, 
Sir: I have the honor to request your immediate attention to the forwarding of your official bond, 
which was sent with your commission on the 5th of February last. 
I am. 


Wa. D. McRay, Receiver of Public Moneys, Lexington, Missouri. 





No. 3. 


Lextncton, March 10, 1825. 


Sm: Your communication of January 26 reached me per last mail. Immediately on the receipt of 
my commission I had the bond filled up, and forwarded it to St. Louis for the approval of the district 
judge. He was, however, absent on a visit, I believe, to Kentucky. At what time last fall he returned 
I am not informed. I, however, did not hear from him until within a short time. He declined certifying the 
solvency of my securities on the ground that they were unknown to him. 

They consisted of ten or twelve of the most substantial individuals in the Upper Missouri; and to 
remove all doubts in the mind of the judge, I procured the certificate of the Circuit Court where the 
gentlemen reside. ‘This, sir, I hope will be satisfactory in removing any doubts which might possibly 
arise of an intention to neglect my duty. I will attend to your request as soon as possible. The moment 
circumstances will justify it, I will repair to St. Louis, get a bond executed and certified according to 
your instruction. It should have been done ere this, but for the indisposition of my-family and my 
remoteness from St. Louis. 

I have the honor to be, with very great respect, your obedient and very humble servant, 
W. D. McRAY, Receiver. 
Grorce Grauam, Esq., Commissioner of the General Land Office. 





No. 4. 
Lexineton, April 12, 1825. 
Sir: Since my last communication I have been informed by the Receiver at Franklin that the 
certificate of one of the circuit judges of the State of the solvency of his securities has been received. 
As I informed you, I had procured this kind of certificate immediately on the receipt of my commission, 
but deemed incompatible with your instructions. If it will be satisfactory, I should greatly prefer 
forwarding you a bond of this description, as it would supersede the necessity of my calling on my friends 
at St. Louis. I have, however, engaged such men as will not be rejected by the United States judge in 
case the other will not answer. Have the goodness to forward me another blank bond with your instruc- 
tions on this subject. I assure you, sir, it is a source of much mortification to me, but I hope and believe 
it will terminate to your satisfaction. 
Iam, &c., 
W. D. McRAY, Receiver. 
G. Granam, Esq., Commissioner of the General Land Office. 





No. 5. 


GenerAL Lanp Orrice, May 238, 1825. 
Sir: Your letter of the 12th ultimo is received. Agreeably to your desire another blank bond is 
herewith transmitted, with a request that you will have it executed and returned to this office, agreeably 
to your former instructions, with as little delay as possible. 
I am. 


Wma. D. McRay, Esq., Receiver of Public Moneys, Lexington, Missouri. 
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No. 6. 


Lexineton, Missouri, April 20, 1825. 


Sir: I have deferred forwarding my return and account current for the month of February, with the 
expectation of receiving instructions for the Treasury Department to pay a draft on General Jesup, drawn 
by Captain Brant, assistant quartermaster, for $5,000. When the draft was presented Captain Brant 
showed me a letter of instruction from the Quartermaster General, in which he states instructions have 
been given from the Treasury Department to pay Captain Brant’s drafts on him for the above amount. 
Under the impression that the next mail would bring the instructions, and in consideration of the distance 
between this and St. Louis, I paid the money. I have no doubt but General Jesup was under the impres- 
sion that the instructions had been given, and, should he have been mistaken, he will doubtless make the 
arrangements at Washington. 

I have the honor to be, &ce., 
WM. D. McRAY, Receiver. 

Grorce GranaM, Esq., Commissioner of the General Land Office. 





No. 17. 


GeNeRAL Lanp Orricr, September 12, 1825. 


Sm: Your monthly return and account current for July last has been received. 
I take this opportunity of again inquiring repecting your official bond. No further delay in its 
transmission can reasonably be expected or admitted. 
With great respect, &c., 
GEO. GRAHAM. 
Ww. D. McRay, Esq., Receiver at Lexington, Missouri. 





No. 8. 
[CIRCULAR. } 


Treasury Department, General Land Office, January 30, 1826. 


Sir: The Secretary of the Treasury has directed permanent instructions to be given that, in case of a 
new appointment of a Recciver for a Land Office, sales are to be suspended until such Receiver shall 
have exhibited to the Register of such office his official bond, regularly executed, for the due performance 
of his duties; and that, after the expiration of the commission of a Receiver, sales are also to be suspended 
until the Receiver shall have exhibited to the Register his official bond, regularly executed, under the new 
commission; so that, in either case, no sale will take place, except where there is a Receiver actually in 
commission, and acting under the responsibility of a proper official bond, and where the sale is within 
the time for which such commission is granted. The Receiver’s commission will, therefore, be transmitted 
in all cases to the Register, who will have particularly to note the period of its limitation, and suspend 
sales agreeably to the instructions now given. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 





Land Office at ———— 


A. 


Copy of a letter from the Commissioner of the General Land Office to William Rector, Esq., dated June 13, 
1823. 


Sir: Enclosed you have a commission from the President of the United States, reappointing you, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, surveyor of public lands in the States of Illinois and 
Missouri, and for the Territory of Arkansas, for the term of four years from the date thereof, (the 20th 
February, 1823.) You will please to qualify yourself by taking an oath to support the Constitution of 
the United States, and by entering into bond, with one or more good securities, in the sum of thirty 
thousand dollars. The sureties are to be approved by the United States District Judge or Attorney, 
which certificate must be endorsed on the bond, a form of which is enclosed. The bond and oath are to 
be sent to this office. 

Iam, X&ce., &ce., 
JOHN McLEAN, Commissioner. 





B. 


Scurveyor’s Orrice, St. Louis, July 11, 1823. 
Sir: I received by the last mail your letter of the 13th ultimo, together with a commission from the 
President of the United States, reappointing me surveyor of the lands of the United States in the States 
of Illinois and Missouri and Territory of Arkansas, and a blank bond which I am to enter into, with the 
necessary security, for the faithful discharge of the duties of my office. 
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Ihave qualified so far as it is practicable for me to qualify at this time, by taking and subscribin 
the usual oath of office. But as it is necessary for my securities to be approved of by the United States 
District Judge or Attorney, it is impossible for me at this time to obtain such approval, as the District 
Judge is now absent, it is said, on a visit to Tennessee, and the late District Attorney has deceased, Ag 
soon as the judge shall return home, or a District Attorney shall be present, the said bond shall be 
executed in due and legal form and forwarded to you. 

I have the honor to be, &c., &c., | 
WM. RECTOR. 
Hon. Joun McLean, Commissioner of General Land Office, Washington. 





; C. 
Circular to Surveyors General. 


Treasury Department, General Land Office, July 21, 1828. 
Sir: Having deemed it necessary to adopt a new form for the bond required to be given by the 
Surveyors General by the act of the 7th May, 1822, I have to request that you will be pleased to renew 
your bond agreeably to the form enclosed, on the receipt of which the bond heretofore executed under 
your late commission will be returned. 


Iam, &c., &c., 
GEO. GRAHAM, Commissioner, 


D. 
{Extract. ] 


Treasury Department, General Land Office, August 2, 1823. 
“Sir: Yours of the 11th ultimo is received. The delay in fully executing your bond will be 
productive of no inconvenience, as I find it necessary to comply with the provisions of the law to vary 
the forms, of which you have been advised.” 
Wim Rector, Esq., Surveyor of Public Lands, St. Louis, Missouri. 





Surveyor’s Orrice, St. Louis, August 8, 1823. 
Str: On the 11th ultimo I addressed a letter to the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
acknowledging the receipt of his letter of the 13th June, together with my commission as surveyor of 
the public lands in Illinois, Missouri, and Arkansas, and of a blank bond to be entered into by me, with 
the necessary security, for the faithful discharge of the duties of my office. In my said letter I informed 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office that the United States judge for the district of Missouri was 
absent, as i understood, on a visit to Tennessee, and that the District Attorney had died a short time 
before the date of my letter, and that as soon as the judge should return to Missouri or a District Attorney 
be accessible to me, I would execute my bond, with the necessary securities, obtain the certificate 
required from the judge or attorney as the sufficiency of my securities, and forward it to the Treasury 
Department. 
The judge has not yet returned home, and I have thought it best to enter into bond in duplicates, 
one of which you will herewith receive. As soon as I have an opportunity of obtaining the certificate 
required from the District Judge or Attorney, I will send the other with the said certificate annexed. 


I am, with much respect, &c., 
WM. RECTOR. 


Hon. Greorce Grauam, Commissioner General Land Office. 





Copy of a letter from the Commissioner of the General Land Office to William Rector, Esq. 


Treasury Depatment, General Land Office, September 18, 1823. 
Sm: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th ultimo, transmitting your official 
bond without the approval of the proper United States officer, for reasons satisfactorily explained in your 
letter. The bond in its present shape being only intended as temporary, you will be pleased to transmit 
the duplicate, properly certified, as soon as is in your power to do so. 


Iam, Xc., 
GEORGE GRAHAM, Commissioner. 











— 
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G. 


Treasury Department, General Land Office, December 1, 1823. 


Sm: Your two letters, dated 7th ultimo, have been received. That covering your bond and requiring 
a further supply of money to meet the demands of surveying the public lands has been submitted to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, together with your letter of the 23d October, with a request that he would 
furnish you with such further credits on the Receivers as he might deem expedient. 

Expecting that you would have left St. Louis for this place before a letter would reach you, I wrote 
to Mr. Bates, the Recorder, relative to the mode of resurveying the old confirmed Spanish surveys. 

Should you get this letter before you leave St. Louis, I will thank you to furnish me with such 
information on this subject as may be in your power. 

Iam, &c., 
, GEORGE GRAHAM. 

P. S.—Your bond is returned, not being executed in the form prescribed by my letter of the 21st July; 

copies are enclosed. 





Hi. 


GENERAL Lanp Orrice, September 3, 1824. 


Sir: I have the honor to enclose a bond executed by William Rector, late Surveyor General of 
the lands of the United States in the States of Illinois and Missouri and Territory of Arkansas, dated 
August 7, 1823, which was received on the Ist December last, when General Rector was advised that it 
was informal, and required to execute a new one agreeably to the form then enclosed to him. To that 
letter no answer has been received. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 
GEO. GRAHAM. 

Hon. Wu. H. Crawrorp, Secretary of the Treasury. 





x 


Know all men by these presents, that we, William Rector, Alexander McNair, Stephen Rector, Thos. 
C. Rector, Jerh. Connor, B. G. Farrar, J. & G. H. Kennerly, Thos. Hempstead, Jos. C. Brown, are held 
and firmly bound unto the United States of America in the full and just sum of thirty thousand dollars, 
money of the United States; to which payment, well and truly to be made, we bind ourselves jointly and 
severally, our joint and several heirs, executors, and administrators, firmly by these presents. Sealed 
with our seals, and dated this 7th day of August, in the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
three. 

The condition of the foregoing obligation is such, that whereas the President of the United States 
hath, pursuant to law, appointed the said William Rector surveyor of the public lands in the States of 
Illinois and Missouri and in the Territory of Arkansas: 

Now, therefore, if the said William Rector shall faithfully execute and discharge the duties of his 
office, then the above obligation to be void and of none effect; otherwise, it shall abide and remain in full 
force and virtue. (Signed duplicates.) 





WM. RECTOR. [ SEAL. | 
A. McNAIR. [ SEAL. | 
STEPHEN RECTOR. [ SEAL, | 
THOS. C. RECTOR. | SEAL. ] 
JER. CONNOR. [ SEAL. | 
B. G. FARRAR. ‘SEAL. | 
J. & G. H. KENNERLY. [seat.| 
THOS. HEMPSTEAD. [ SEAL. | 
JOS. C. BROWN. [ SEAL. | 





Sealed and delivered in presence of— 
Wituiam Misery. 


I consider this bond with the surety sufficient for the sum of thirty thousand dollars. ‘ 
N. WASH, 
United States District Attorney for Missouri. 


A true copy from the original, examined by— 


S. DAVIDSON KING. 
GEO. WOOD. 
SEPTEMBER 38, 1824. 
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STATE OF THE FINANCES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE DECEMBER 10, 1827. 
Treasury Department, December 8, 1827. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit a report, prepared in obedience to the directions of the “act 
supplementary to the act entitled an act to establish the Treasury Department,” passed on the 10th of 
May, 1800. 
I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, your obedient servant, 

RICHARD RUSH. 
Hon. the Presipent of the Senate. 





REPORT. 


In obedience to the act making it the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to “lay before Congress, 
at the commencement of every session, a report on the subject of finance, containing estimates of the 
public revenue and public expenditures, and plans for improving or increasing the revenues from time to 
time,” the Secretary proceeds to the task which that duty enjoins upon him. 

It is satisfactory to be able to state, in the beginning, that the revenue accruing for the current year 
is likely to exceed rather than fall below that of the last. This is the more satisfactory, when considered 
in connexion with the fact of the unusually large importations of foreign merchandise in 1825. The 
importations for that year having greatly exceeded their average value for many years preceding, a 
subsequent reduction in their value had been looked to, under analogous facts heretofore occurring in the 
foreign trade of the country. This has proved to be less the case than might have been anticipated, 
Although the importations for the year ending on the thirtieth of September last are believed to have been 
less than for the year ending on the same day in 1826, those for 1827, commencing on the first of January, 
and ending with the close of the present month, will, in all probability, be greater. It is on the year 
calculated in the latter way that the annual revenue from the customs is estimated. The importations 
for the third quarter of the present year have been large, owing to the quantity of woolen goods which 
they embraced. If this, on the one hand, has been a cause specially operating to augment the entire 
importations of 1827, there are circumstances connected with other branches of the foreign trade that 
have been specially in operation to diminish them. The opinion may reasonably be entertained, founded 
on these and other considerations, that the reaction under the heavy importations of 1825 has arrived at 
its close. Aside, therefore, from unforeseen events, the importations for the next year, on which the 
revenue so mainly depends, under the present system of finance, may be expected to prove sufliciently 
ample for every ordinary financial purpose. The actual receipts into the Treasury during the current 
year have been less, in particulars that will be presently stated, than the sum at which they were esti- 
mated. They have been suflicient, however, with the balance in the Treasury at the commencement of 
the year, to meet every appropriation for the service of the year, including the sum of ten millions on 
account of the public debt. 

As the state of the public debt, and manner in which the process of extinguishment goes on from 
year to year, is a subject on which the nation desires and expects to receive accurate and full information, 
it will be exhibited to Congress, in the first instance, upon the present occasion. The exposition of this 
subject will be given in connexion with a short retrospect. 

From the Ist of January, 1825, to the close of the present year, there will have been applied to the 
principal of the public debt the sum of $21,297,210 93, and paid on account of interest the sum of 
$11,863,445 20, making a total of $33,160,656 13. Of the applications on account of the principal during 
these years, $7,725,034 88 were made in 1825; $7,064,709 21 in 1826; and $6,507,466 84 will have been 
made by the close of 1827. Of the preceding sum of $21,297,210 93 it is proper to state that a portion of 
it, viz: $5,000,000, was borrowed under the act of the twenty-sixth of May, 1824, at an interest of four 
and a half per cent., to pay off an equal portion of debt standing at an interest of six per cent. The 
aggregate amount of the public debt on the 1st of January, 1825, was $83,710,572 60. To this must be 
added the stock, amounting to $5,000,000, at four and a half per cent., created by the above act, but 
which was not issued until after the commencement of 1825, and a small amount of three per cent. stock 
that was subsequently issued, viz: $16 25, making the whole amount of the public debt, in 1825, 
$88,710,588 85. The aggregate amount at which it will stand on the Ist January, 1828, will be 
$67,413,377 92. The whole of the $21,297,210 93 applied to the principal of the debt in the three years 
mentioned have gone towards the reduction of the six per cent. stock. $5,000,000 of this sum having 
been replaced by the stock at four and a half per cent., issued under the act of the 26th of May aforesaid, 
are, of course, again to be ranked as part of the debt. It follows, that debt, in six per cent. stock, to the 
amount of $16,297,210 93 wili have been absolutely extinguished, in the course of these three years, by 
the surplus money of the Treasury, in addition to $11,863,445 20 paid as interest. It also follows that 
$21,062,352 17, in principal and interest, will have been applied to the public debt during the years 1826 
and 1827, out of the means of the Treasury, without any assistance whatever from loans. This is an 
amount greater than was required to be applied to it for these two years by the obligations of the Sinking 
Fund act. 

It will be satisfactory to Congress to know that, during the three years in question, besides these 
payments made on account of the debt, and all other payments to meet the annual expenses of the Govern- 
ment, large sums have been applied to objects wearing a character neither temporary nor annual. By 
these are meant internal improvements, in the form of subscriptions to canals, and appropriations for 
otherwise opening and extending intercourse throughout the country; fortifications and armories; ships-of- 
war, naval docks, and other establishments connected with the Navy; public edifices of various descrip- 
tions, whether for purposes marine or civil; arming the militia; the purchase of lands from the Indians, 
and other expenses belonging to this department of the public service. On such objects, and others 
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kindred to them, the expenditures during these three years have reached a sum little short of $12,000,000. 
A nation that, after providing for the regular support of its Government, is seen to proceed in this manner 
in the payment of its public debt, and in additional disbursements so consif@rable, for which equivalents 
yemain that for the most part are of permanent value to the nation, cannot be regarded as other than 
prosperous in Its financial condition. 

That the exact situation of the whole funded debt at this time may be seen, the several parts of which 
it consists will be distinctly set forth for the full information of Congress. 

Its total amount on the first of October last was (statement No. 1) $68,913,541 08. This sum com- 
prehends the old revolutionary three per cents, amounting to $13,296,247 70, redeemable at the pleasure 
of the Government, and the seven millions subscribed to the Bank of the United States, also redeemable 
at the pleasure of the Government. 

The residue of the debt was contracted after the commencement of the war of 1812, and consists of 
various loans and stocks, created and redeemable at periods as follows: 

1. The sum of $4,244,587 07, at six per cent., being the residue unpaid of the loan under the act of 
the 8th of February, 1813, and redeemable in 1826. The amount authorized to be borrowed« under this 
act was sixteen millions. For this sum certificates of stock issued to the amount of $18,109,377 43, a 
premium having been given to the lenders. Of this amount there remain unpaid, as above, $4,244,587 07. 

2. The sum of $13,096,542 90, at six per cent., being the residue unpaid of loans made under the act 
of the 24th of March, 1814, and redeemable in 1827. The amount authorized by this act was twenty-five 
millions. Of this amount there was borrowed, under loans contracted in 1814, the sum of $12,942,423 26. 
For this sum certificates of stock issued to the amount of $16,108,014 43, under a premium to the lenders, 
as above, of which there remain unpaid of the loan contracted on the 2d of May in that year, $8,507,866 36; 
of that contracted on the 22d of August, $4,050,780 77; and of other smaller loans, contracted under the 
act in the course of the same year, $537,895 77; making, in the whole, $13,096,542 90, as first above stated. 

3. The sum of $9,490,099 10, at six per cent., being the residue unpaid of the loan under the act of 
the 3d of March, 1815, and redeemable in 1828. This act authorized a loan of eighteen millions four 
hundred and fifty-two thousand eight hundred dollars. There was borrowed under it the sum of 
$11,699,326 63, principally by the funding of Treasury notes, and certificates of stock issued to the 
amount of $12,288,147 56, of which there remain unpaid, as above, $9,490,099 10. 

4, The sum of $769,668 08, at an interest of four and a half per cent., being one-half of the six per 
cent. stock of 1813, exchanged under the act of Congress of the 3d of March, 1825, and redeemable in 1829. 

5. The sum of $769,668 08, at an interest of four and a half per cent., being the other half of the six 
per cent. stock exchanged as above, and redeemable in 1830. 

6. The sum of $18,901 59, at five per cent., being one-third part of the sum of $56,704 77, issued in 
exchange for six per cent. stock of 1813, 1814, and 1815, under the act of the 20th of April, 1822, and 
redeemable in 1831. 

7. The sum of $18,901 59, at five per cent., being one other third part subscribed as above stated, 
and redeemable in 1832. 

8. The sum of $10,000,000, at four and a half per cent., being stock created under the acts of the 
24th and 26th of May, 1824, for sums borrowed of the Bank of the United States, one-half to pay the 
Florida claims, the other half to pay off the six per cent. stock of 1812, and redeemable in 1832. 

9. The sum of $999,999 138, at five per cent., being stock created by the act of the 15th of May, 1820, 
and redeemable in 18382. 

10. The sum of $18,901 59, at five per cent., being the remaining third subscribed under the act of the 
20th of April, 1822, and redeemable in 1833. 

11. The sum of $2,227,363 97, at four and a half per cent., being one-half of the amount subscribed 
in exchange for six per cent. stock of 1813, under the act of the 26th of May, 1824, and redeemable in 1833. 

12. The sum of $2,227,363 98, at four and a half per cent., being the other half subscribed under the 
act last above stated, and redeemable in 1834. 

13. The sum of $4,735,296 30, at five per cent., being the amount of stock issued under the act of the 
3d of March, 1821, and redeemable in 1835. 

The foregoing enumeration gives the aggregate of $68,913,541 08, stated as the amount of the debt 
on the first of October last. 

Of this aggregate it may not be improper here to state that $49,001,215 36 are owned in the United 
States, and $19,912,325 72 by foreigners. 

A payment being about to be made on account of the principal of the debt at the close of the present 
year, in addition to one that was made in July, its total aggregate amount on the Ist of January, 1828, 
will be $67,418,377 92. 

To make up this aggregate all the items exhibited in the foregoing view of the whole debt are included; 
but the whole together gives the nominal, rather than the real amount of the debt. Its real amount on 
the 1st of January, 1828, will be but a fraction above sixty millions. The sum of seven millions subscribed 
by the Government to the Bank of the United States is, in effect, destroyed as debt by the United States 
owning an equal amount in the shares of the bank. So faris this sum from being any charge upon the 
Treasury, that the Treasury is annually receiving interest for it in the dividends upon the shares. 
Whenever the latter are sold, they may at least be expected to replace the sum that was invested in them. 
The old revolutionary three per cents, too, have now existed nearly forty years. By the provisions 
of the Sinking Fund act this stock can only be bought up and extinguished by the Government, 
when the price shall fall to sixtywfive dollars for every one hundred dollars. This in all probability will 
prevent, for some time to come, the $13,296,247 70, of which this stock consists, being any charge upon 
the resources of the nation, so far as paying off the principal is concerned; as it would be difficult to say 
when the obligation to pay it off will attach under the above act, or when it could otherwise be done with 
full advantage to the public. It is many years since this stock has been as low as sixty-five dollars for 
one hundred, and there is no present prospect of its falling so low. The portions of the debt, therefore, 
which under the existing enactments of the law can alone be met by an annual and ascertained process 
of extinguishment, unless the three per cents should be paid off at one hundred, cannot be computed at 
more than $47,117,130 22. It is plain that this amount is rapidly hastening to extinguishment. If the 
United States continue at peace, and there is, happily, no present prospect of its interruption, their debt 
must in a few years more disappear. The new obligations which will devolve upon the National Councils, 
in reference to the pecuniary resources of the country, when liberated from large annual payments on 
account of the debt, the wisdom of those Councils will, at the proper season, know how to estimate. 
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It remains to make known, in conclusion, under this head, the operations had at the Treasury upon 
the public debt since the adjgngnment of the last session of Congress. 

In the last annual reportitiom this Department, a loan to the amount of sixteen millions, at an interest 
not to exceed five per cent., was recommended. The object of such a loan was to pay off a portion of the 
debt, equal to sixteen millions, bearing an interest of six per cent. No law to this effect having passed, 
it became the duty of the Department to proceed in the work of paying off the six per cent. as far as the 
means of the Treasury would allow. Accordingly, on the first July, the sum of $5,007,303 68 was paid 
on account of the six per cent. loan, created by the act of the 8th of February, 1813. By the decision of 
the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, in September, it was agreed that the further sum of $1,500,000 
should be paid, on account of the same loan, at the termination of the present quarter of this year. Public 
notices have been issued in conformity with this decision and are now outstanding. A small fraction 
over the sum is included in the notice, the terms of the loan having rendered it necessary that the certifi- 
cates to be paid off should be fixed upon by lot, and the last drawn number in this instance, as in the 
payment of July, having given the fractional excess. The manner of drawing the lots having been 
minutely déscribed in a paper annexed to the last annual report, it will not here be repeated. In deciding 
upon the further payment of $1,500,000, the Commissioners had due reference to the fourth section of the 
Sinking Fund act of March 3, 1817, which declares that, “whenever there shall be, at any time after an 
adjournment of Congress, in any year, a surplus of money in the Treasury above the sums appropriated 
for the service of such year, the payment of which to the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund will yet leave 
in the Treasury, at the end of the year, a balance equal to two millions of dollars, then such surplus shall 
be, and the same is hereby, appropriated to the Sinking Fund, to be paid at such times as the situation 
of the Treasury will best permit.” But this provision was not viewed as creating any obstacle to the 
decision. The construction and practice at the Treasury, since the passage of the act, have invariably 
been not to consider the above provision as attaching, so long as any part of the ten millions remain 
unapplied to the debt, this sum being considered, under the very object and terms of the act, as a stand- 
ing appropriation for the service of the year. 

No further remarks are deemed necessary at this time in relation to the public debt. Should the 
laws respecting it remain unchanged, payments on account of the principal will continue to be made 
throughout the ensuing year, in such ways as the obligations of the laws direct and the means of the 
Treasury may best allow. 


PUBLIC REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE OF THE YEARS 1826 AND 1827. 


The net revenue which accrued from duties on imports and tonnage during the year 
1826 amounted (statement A) to...........ccccecescnee [peeve eanepexassc Gee ae 








The actual receipts into the Treasury, from all sources, during the year 1826 amounted 


ee ca ewes ao cried As $25,260,534 21 


Viz: 
Customs, (statement A)......... ieee coos Lo eeewernstees Tree ae 
Pave lands, (statement D) .............-2222% Tee ree ere ryt 1,393,785 09 


Dividends on stock in the Bank of the United States, arrears of 
internal duties and direct taxes, and incidental receipts, (state- 


PEE hk krs Se Kaew es eee a ps Tereee rrr yee Tr pa aied ke 
Repayments of advances made in the War Department for services 
or supplies prior to the Ist of July, 1815.................06. 25,088 45 





Making, with the balance in the Treasury on the Ist of January, 


5,201,650 48 





30,462,084 64 


ose eeeeeeoe 


TN PEE CO LT eee SET Tee ey, Pre TT ere eT ee eT eee eRe TREE 

The actual expenditures of the United States on all accounts, during the year 1826, 
ek eee eee eer ee reer ey ee eS eres Te ere eee 

Viz: 

Civil, Giplomatic, and minceliancons .. ...........226022005ss0s008 $2,600,177 79 

Military service, including fortifications, ordnance, Indian Department, 
revolutionary and military pensions, arming the militia, and 
arrearages prior to the Ist of January, 1817 ................4. 

Naval service, including the gradual increase of the Navy....... 

A er rn Ty errr rrr eT ee ee eee eee eee 


24,103,398 46 


6,243,236 03 
4,218,902 45 
11,041,082 19 





—— 


Leaving a balance in the Treasury on the Ist of January, 1827, of ............02e00. 6,358,686 18 





The actual receipts into the Treasury during the first three quarters of the year 1827 


are estimated to have amounted to........ A ee a 


Viz: 
ee ere a ee ee 
rN ey usc ec ehK bas Seine dees hake eR wes 1,212,011 29 
Dividends on stock in the Bank of the United States............... 420,000 00 
Arrears of internal duties and direct taxes and incidental receipts, 
EEE ir crkOExees KkK dds adweneesases ake wacne es 681,561 12 


(This item includes the sum of $602,480, as the first moiety of a sum 
paid by the British Government, by virtue of a convention under 
the first article of the treaty of Ghent, for slaves carried off by 
British officers in contravention of that treaty; which sum, as it 
is paid out to the American claimants by Treasury warrants in 
the usual form, has a place among the actual receipts of the 
year, though no part of the revenue.) 


Carried TorWeed. 56.6 ois sss 17,456,465 09 17,488,810 07 
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Brought forward...... er $17,456,465 09 $17,488,810 07 
Repayments of advances made in the War Department for services 
or supplies prior to the Ist of July, 1815.................... 32,344 98 
And the actual receipts into the Treasury during the fourth quarter of the year (in- 
cluding the other moiety of the sum explained as above) are estimated at........ 5,117,480 00 
Making the total estimated receipts into the Treasury during the year 1827.......... 22,606,290 07 
And with the balance in the Treasury on the 31st of December, 1826, of............. 6,358,686 18 
NE SURG N ee KEL Ae Sawen ccs ANS dREVRK HERR ODONENE ROSE SG as ase eeenns 28,964,976 25 
The expenditures of the first three quarters of the year 1827 are esti- 
mated to have amounted to (statement I)..... eee eT ere eee $17,895,390 96 
Viz: 
Civil, diplomatic, and miscellaneous .............. $2,013,520 47 


(This item includes $294,392 23, paid to the Ameri- 
can claimants, under the first article of the treaty 
of Ghent, in virtue of awards duly made in their 
favor.) 

Military service, including fortifications, ordnance, 
Indian Department, revolutionary and military 
pensions, arming the militia, and arrearages 








prior to the Ist of January, 1817............. 4,750,271 15 
Naval service, including the gradual increase of the 
en eee eee ee ee ee eee eee 3,458,575 91 
Public debt, viz: 
Reimbursement of principal........ $5,007,303 68 
Payment of interest.............. 2,665,719 75 
7,673,023 43 
And the expenditures of the fourth quarter are estmated at........ 4,800,000 00 
Viz: 
Civil, diplomatic, and miscellaneous .... .......... 672,243 42 


(This item includes $92,687 67, as amount of awards 
under the first article of the treaty of Ghent.) 
Military service, including fortifications, ordnance, 
Indian Department, revolutionary and military 
pensions, arming the militia, and arrearages 











prior to the Ist of January, 1817............. 900,000 00 
Naval service, including the gradual increase of the 
DE ita cies Raab HAASS WO 6a dS WES SHOE KOs ON 875,000 00 
Public debt, viz: 
Reimbursement of principal........ $1,500,163 16 
Payment of interest .............. 852,593 42 
2,352,756 58 
Making the total expenditure of the year 1827...... pa akan aes rer peneer 22,695,390 96 
And leaving in the Treasury on the Ist of January, 1828, an estimated balance of..... 6,269,585 29 








It will be observed from the above statements that the receipts into the Treasury, from all sources 
in 1826, were $25,260,434 21. The sum at which they were estimated in the annual report of 1825 was 
$25,500,000. From the statements and estimates applicable to 1827, it will also be observed that the 
sums received and expected to be received, from all sources, during this year, (apart from the moneys 
paid under the treaty of Ghent,) will amount to $21,401,330 07. The amount at which they were 
estimated in the annual report of 1826 was $23,150,000. It is therefore expected that the entire receipts 
of 1827 will be $1,748,669 93 less than the estimates presented in 1826. 

Of this difference upwards of $400,000 were caused by postponements in the sales of the public lands. 
The estimate in 1826 of receipts from this source for 1827 was fixed at two millions of dollars. This 
was founded, in part, as stated in the report, on expected sales of a considerable quantity of relinquished 
lands in Alabama. These sales having been postponed until 1828, the amount which it was anticipated 
they would yield should therefore be stricken from the estimate. With this deduction, the amount 
produced by the sales of the public lands in 1827 will be found to correspond very nearly, in all other 
particulars, with the estimate. 

The remaining difference has been in the customs. This has proceeded from the uncertainties that 
attend all estimates of the revenue depending upon foreign commerce—itself ever uncertain. These 
estimates, whether given by this Department or by committees of Congress, specially scrutinizing them 
under all the lights attainable, have often, heretofore, from causes impossible to have been foreknown, 
been disappointed by the result. The disappointment has sometimes been upon a larger, sometimes upon 
asmaller scale. Such estimates can, therefore, on no occasion be regarded in any other light than as an 
approximation to that sum always desirable to be known, but rarely, if ever, in a long series of years, 
foretold with precision. The estimates presented for 1827 were formed upon bases which had the sanction 
of past experience in giving reasonable promise of a fair approach to the true result. Whilst, on the one 
side, expectations of a reduridant income should not be too confidently indulged, it becomes a duty, on 
the other, not to estimate the receipts below the amount which the usual probabilities seem to warrant, 
lest the public service should be stinted in any useful particular by the restrained appropriations of 
Congress. The importations for 1827, taking into the account the calendar year, will, it is believed, as 
before intimated, exceed the importations for 1826, But those for the first two quarters of 1827 have 
been very small. Had they borne the same proportion to those of the last two quarters that the importa- 
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tions of the first two quarters have borne to those of the last two, on an average of five years preceding 
the actual receipts into the Treasury from the customs in 1827 would have been larger. This effect would 
have grown out of the terms of credit allowed on duty bonds. By these terms a portion of the payments 
always falls due within the year, on importations made during the first six months of the year. The 
average importations for the first six months during five years that preceded 1827 were larger than those 
for the last six months. For 1827 there is every probability that this ratio of importations on the time 
of the whole year will be reversed. It is so as far as yet ascertained. We are reminded, even by the 
experience of recent years, of the frequent variations between the anticipations and the issue in this part 
of our fiscal system. In 1817 the estimated receipts from the customs were $24,000,000, and the actual 
receipts $26,283,348. In 1818 the estimated receipts were $20,000,000, and the actual receipts 
$17,176,385. In 1819, 1820, and 1821, the estimates from the same source were successively given at 
$21,000,000, $19,000,000, and $14,000,000. The sums successively received were $20,283 608, $15,005,619, 
and $13,004,447. These disappointments sprung from supervenient causes, the means of knowing which 
did not exist when the estimates were made. There have been, at other epochs, differences much more 
considerable, which need not be detailed; yet it may not be irrelevant to the purpose of setting forth the 
intrinsic uncertainties of this branch of revenue to add, that, for the last of the years here indicated, 
after the estimate had been given in from the Treasury at $14,000,000, the proper committee of one of 
the branches of the Legislature, thinking it too low, raised it to $15,000,000. The receipts for that year 
(1821) scareely exceeded $13,000,000, as already stated. The allusion to these facts would be incomplete 
in its purpose without the further remark, that the affairs of this Department are well known to have 
been conducted with great general accuracy during the years mentioned. 

The balance of $6,269,585 29, that will probably be in the Treasury on the Ist of January, 1828, will 
be subject to the following charges: 1. The balance of unapplied appropriations which will remain to be 
satisfied after the Ist of January, 1828, estimated at $3,980,000. 2. About $1,000,000 in funds that 
cannot be considered as effective, being made up of debts due from banks in several of the States hereto- 
fore used by the Government as banks of deposit, or the notes of which were received whilst payments in 
specie were suspended. As was stated in a former report, the recovery of these debts, though measures 
to that end are in train, must, in many instances, be regarded as doubtful, and will probably be slow in 
all. 3. The sum of $817,880, being the amount which it is believed will remain unpaid of the moneys 
received under the first article of the treaty of Ghent. 


ESTIMATE OF THE PUBLIC REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE FOR 1828, 


The value of importations into the United States during the year ending on the 30th of September 
last is estimated at $81,000,000. The exportations for the same period are estimated at $80,000,000. 
When the more exact statistical returns for the year are laid before Congress, as they will be in the 
course of the session, it will be perceived that there has been a diminution in the imports from China 
during the present year, as compared with the past. The diminution has been very considerable, both in 
teas and silks. This fact will show, in the end, the greater excess of importations from Europe during 
the present year, whence our foreign manufactures are principally derived. The fourth year is now in 
progress since the passage of the act of Congress augmenting the duties on imported merchandise. We 
are, therefore, at a point enabling us to speak on grounds more authentic than hitherto of the effect of 
that act upon the foreign commerce of the nation. By comparing the time that has elapsed since its 
operation with an equal portion of time that preceded, it appears that both the imports and exports have, 
in the aggregate, increased, They stand thus: Total value of importations for the years 1822, 1823, and 
1824, $241,000,000; total for 1825, 1826, and 1827, $262,000,000. Total value of exportations for the 
three former years, $222,000,000; total value for the three latter years, $257,000,000. Fractions are 
dropped both ways. The result is not affected by the re-exportations of foreign merchandise for the same 
time, which bear a proportion, as nearly as may be, equal on the basis of importations for the two periods. 
It will be understood that in these statements of importations and exportations for a term of six years, 
those for 1827 are given by estimate only for a portion of the year; but it is not believed that there will 
be any such change in them as to shake the general results. The articles of domestic manufacture 
exported in 1827 are estimated at upwards of $7,000,000, a sum greater than that to which they have 
ever before amounted in any one year. 

A tariff of duties upon foreign productions may, without doubt, be so raised as to affect injuriously 
the interests of foreign commerce. To suppose that the tariff of the United States, established by the act 
of May, 1824, is at such a pitch, would be contrary to analogies afforded by the history of other commercial 
nations, and, thus far, to the experience of our own. It is believed, on the contrary, that its rates might 
be augmented in important particulars without hazarding any such consequences to foreign trade in its 
ultimate course and aggregate value, and that a true national policy dictates their augmentation. The 
increase of our imports and exports since the tariff of 1824 becomes the more striking from the consideration 
that, in 1826, there was witnessed in Europe an extraordinary depression of prices. This was followed 
by a proportionate stagnation in all the operations of purchase and sale. The evil assumed a magnitude 
productive, in that hemisphere, not only of great individual suffering, but of anxiety in Governments. 
It was at such a moment that we began to reap the benefits of the profitable turn given to a portion of 
the industry of our own country by the provisions of the tariff. Had it not been for the demand of our 
own manufacturers for some of the agricultural staples of the country, the presumption is authorized that 
the fall of prices in Europe at that period would have been differently felt by our agricultural classes here. 
Similar occurrences abroad had, on former occasions, been followed by pecuniary losses in this country 
much more extensive and formidable. The increased number of artisans within our borders, and greater 
scope of their operations, evidently tended to leave the agriculturist less exclusively dependent upon 
foreign markets than if the latter had been his sole reliance. Nor have the benefits of manufacturing 
industry ended here. The proof strengthens that many articles have become cheaper, more abundant, 
and of superior quality, by the effect of competition among the home artisans, than when derived only from 
abroad. The opening of new objects of labor, by multiplying the occupations of men, has also increased 
the public prosperity. This has produced an increased ability to buy all articles of consumption whence- 
soever obtained. Hence foreign trade has not declined, of which we have the incontestable evidence just 
stated, whilst new domestic resources in manufacturing labor have been unfolding themselves. As the 
latter are more amply brought out, it is confidently anticipated that the former will become wider and 
more enriching iu its range. — If the new fields of labor have only, as yet, been opened in particular divisions 
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of the country, other divisions will reap a full measure of benefit. If there can be no dissent to the maxim, 
as between independent nations, that the prosperity of one promotes that of another, it cannot be doubted 
that different parts of the same nation will derive reciprocal prosperity from the same cause. The United 
States are distinguished in this respect by a lot as peculiar as it is favorable. Nothing can exceed the 
inducements to various and subdivided traffic that abound within their own limits. It is here that the 
economist may hope to see exemplified every essential advantage of the foreign and home trade blended 
in the same system, moulded by the same policy, and freed from the jealousies that have frustrated, and must 
ever continue to frustrate, the benevolent but impracticable theories of commercial intercourse as between 
distinct nations. It is not merely that the extent of climate and soil in the Union are adapted to all 
pursuits that can give activity and fruitfulness to industry under every form. These are but natural 
advantages. It is the exchange of the products of industry upon terms the most desirable and the most 
gainful throughout so ample an extent of home dominion that will exalt such natural advantages to 
the utmost. It is here that commerce may be carried on freed from every restriction, and probably for 
the first time upon a political and geographical theatre so expanded. The appropriate industry of each 

ortion may go into unfettered action; of Louisiana and of Massachusetts, of Georgia and of Rhode Island. 
A vast home trade resembling foreign trade, as well by intervening distances as the nature of its exchanges, 
will be prosecuted, whether along the ocean cr the water highways of the interior, untrammelled by tolls 
or imposts of any kind, and without even the necessity of custom-houses; or giving to such establishments 
uses only formal. Such a trade can only, however, have its proper value by the extensive success of 
manufactures. There is nothing else can impart to labor in the United States the necessary variety in its 
objects, and the necessary regularity and fullness in the demand. There is nothing else can adequately 
augment and diversify the list of commodities for which the necessities and enjoyments of improved life 
are ever making calls. There is nothing else will raise up towns on the surface of our territory at every 
commanding point, without which land can never be made to yield the full amount of which it is suscep- 
tible, or the farmer be sure of steady and remuncrating prices. It hardly need be added how a course of 
policy that would infuse augmented vigor and briskness into a coasting trade embracing in its range 
nearly one-half of a continent would tend to enlarge in all ways the essential foundations of naval 
strength. 

Manufactures are recommended by every consideration that can bear upon the riches, the security, 
and the power of the State. The effect upon agricultural prices produced by the perpetual presence of 
armies in a country will not too strongly illustrate the extent of the benefit that the manufacturing class 
renders to the class of farmers. The parallel ends, indeed, here, and ends beneficently; for, whilst the 
soldier does nothing but consume, the manufacturer produces as well as consumes, supplying the farmer 
with articles as necessary as those which he receives from him, Manufacturing industry advances the 
intellectual no less than the physical power of a State, by the various knowledge which its complicated 
pursuits put into requisition. It is the course of industry which must lay the foundation of those arts 
which tend to refinement in a nation, for which intellectual nations, and none more than Republics, have 
acquired renown. The time has passed when objections might be made to manufactures, from the limited 
amount of our population and the dearness of labor. The population throughout large portions of the 
Union is now sufficient, both in amount and density, for any operations of manual labor; while science, 
by applying its inventions to this kind of labor, has abridged its expensiveness. Where a single State of 
the Union has recently been seen to complete a public work, which, for its great extent and skilful 
execution, may compare with similar works achieved in any part of the world, it will not readily be 
believed that the country of which that State is but a part can be deficient in the means of prosecuting 
manufacturing labor, however extended the scale upon which it may be demanded. The completion of 
such a work—the New York canal—is, of itself, a memorial of the highest authenticity that the nation has 
reached a point qualifying it for whatever undertakings its true interests point out, and to which other 
nations have been found equal. As little has the objection to manufactures founded upon moral causes 
any place. That they lead to deterioration in portions of the people is not to be admitted. Facts, on the 
contrary, teach that the freest and most enlightened, as well as most opulent and powerful countries of 
Europe, are those in which manufacturers bear the greatest proportion to the other productive classes. 
Their success begets industry, which is favorable to good habits. It begets prosperity, which supplies 
them with comforts and raises up their condition. The remark rests on general results, aside from partial 
exceptions. It is equally borne out by facts that countries in which there is an undue predominance of 
agricultural population are the poorest, and their inhabitants the most depressed. Sailors, considered as 
a class, have their lives shortened by the hardships that they undergo. Yet when was this alleged as a 
reason for extirpating commerce? In like manner that co-equal agent in lifting up the condition of 
nations—manufacturing industry—would be entitled to favor, even if partial evils flowed from it, as these 
must give way in the scheme of society to preponderating good. But if authentic information justifies 
the conclusion that the pursuit of manufactures tends not to deterioration in a people, but the reverse, the 
policy inculcated acquires new force. The experience of our own country confirms the accounts from 
others, and we may be allowed to add the hope that the influence of our political institutions upon 
individual and social life will operate to keep up still more the moral tone of this portion of our population 
as time multiplies its numbers. 

Remarks like the preceding are believed to be justified by the success which manufacturing industry 
has already attained in the United States, as far as it has received adequate protection. They are 
conceived to be not less appropriate to the design which is entertained of recommending an increase of 
that protection where it is most demanded. There is little hazard of a community ever forcing manu- 
factures not adapted to its soil, climate, and all its other capabilities. Still less can the hazard exist 
where the powers of legislation arc deposited in the hands of those who are imbued with the collective 
intelligence of the community. Fvery country possesses its physical characteristics; as those stamped 
by its government, its laws, and the leading wants and tastes of its population. In these lie the causes 
that make up its inherent capabilities for the pursuit of some branches of industry more than others. 
Manufactures once established to the proper limit of these, and scope enough will remain for foreign 
commerce in other commodities that will come into demand. The demand for others never fails to in- 
crease, as increasing wealth at home enlarges the capacity to procure them, and superinduces the new 
artificial desires that crave them. Wealth at home must increase as manufacturing labor increases. 
Money, as representing wealth, must increase, since each year that witnesses an increase in the amount 
of consumable goods must witness a proportionate increase in the medium necessary to circulate them. 
These are truths too obvious to be dwelt upon, and too important to national prosperity to be disregarded 
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in practice. Amongst the branches of home industry deserving special care at all times are those which 
conduce to subsistence, shelter, clothing, and defence. It is intended, on the present occasion, respect. 
fully to recommend to the consideration of Congress, as classing under one or other of these primary 
heads, the expediency of increasing the present duties— 

1. Upon woolen goods and foreign wool. 

2. Upon fine cotton goods. 

3. Upon bar iron. 


4, Upon hemp. ; . : 
The time that has passed since the tariff of 1824 has been sufficient to show that the duties fixed by 


it upon these articles are not adequate to the measure of success in producing them at home which their 
cardinal importance merits. A change since 1824 in the laws of Great Britain, in regard to those first 
named, has also rendered almost abortive the provisions of the tariff in their favor. It belongs to the 
purpose of this report, which looks to the encouragement of the national industry in preference to any 
that is foreign, here to state that for a period of six successive years, ending with 1826, the value of 
woolen goods and cotton goods imported into the United States from the country just named exceeds 
one hundred millions of dollars; and the value of iron and of articles manufactured from iron, seventeen 
millions. During one of these years the woolens exported from that country to this exceeded the amount 
of those exported to the whole of Europe put together. For the means of exchange against an amount 
of foreign manufactures so great, the United States have had three principal staples of their soil, viz; 
wheat flour, tobacco, and cotton. The first of these the same country has by her laws positively or vir- 
tually excluded, during the same period of years, from consumption within her domains. The second 
she has admitted under a duty of more than six hundred per cent. The third she has received with little 
scruple. She has known how to convert it into a means of wealth to her own industrious people, greater 
than had ever before, in her whole annals, been derived from any single commodity. This she has done, 
first, by working it up for her home use, upon the largest scale; and next, by making it subserve the 
interests of her foreign trade. She has sent it over all seas, wherever a market opened, but chiefly back 
again to us, to be bought under the enhancements of her own labor, at prices four and fivefold those 
which she has paid us for it. Commerce upon the terms attested by such facts cannot be pronounced just 
as between the parties. The conviction is deeply entertained that the best interests of the nation point 
to the expediency of reviewing and correcting a species of commercial intercourse so unequal. It may be 
applicable to subjoin that the woolen, cotton, and iron goods imported from all other parts of the world, 
during the years indicated, are found to be but about one-sixth part of the value of those obtained from 
the country whose laws fall with edicts of exclusion, or with such disproportionate duties, upon the pro- 
duce of the United States—not only the articles mentioned, but more that might be mentioned. 

The complete establishment of American manufactures in wool, cotton, iron, and hemp, is believed 
to be of very high moment to the nation. All the principal raw materials for carrying them on are at 
hand, or could be commanded. The skill for imparting excellence to them would come at the proper 
time. There would be no want of labor, to which an abundant water-power, as well as artificiai ma- 
chinery, would everywhere be lending its assistance. Capital would be found for investment in them. 
If their establishment by the immediate protection of the laws should at first raise the cost of the 
articles, and for a succession of years keep it up, a true forecast, looking to the future rather than adapt- 
ing all its calculations to the existing hour, would not hesitate to embrace the protecting policy. Nations 
that would found schemes of solid and durable advantage must be ready to do so at the peril of tempo- 
rary privation. It is the great term of national, as of individual superiority and distinction. To buy 
cheap is not the only or always the chief good. It is for legislators who have to deal with the practical 
interests of mankind to give to abstract propositions the necessary limitations. Considerations higher 
than those of present mercantile gain have often swayed the counsels of nations—of nations whose 
wisdom in this respect we ought not lightly to impugn, any more than we can at all question their long 
pre-eminence in prosperity. Need it be said that England had her laws to protect her tonnage for more 
than a century, during all which time she might have employed the tonnage of other States at a price 
much below that at which she built and used her own? Need it be added what results to her maritime 
and commercial sway have flowed from her resolute perseverance in those laws? Need it be said that 
France, conspicuous for positive as for progressive riches, and comforts, and power, still excludes from 
her territory fabrics that might trench upon the custom of her own workshops, in branches of labor 
and art believed to be conducive to the national resources, whilst they confer also the means of indi- 
vidual thrift? Shall the many laws of these two great States, at periods when they were laying the 
foundations of their manufacturing industry, be recounted, all tending to foster it by means the most 
efficacious; laws to the essential principle of which they still, in so many instances, systematically 
adhere? Shall we call to recollection, especially, the ordinance of M. Calonne, which invited to France 
artificers from all nations, allowing them equal privileges with those they enjoyed in their native countries, 
and granting them an immunity from duties on the importation of the materials used in their manufactures; 
nay, more, exempting them and their workmen from all personal or other taxes? These, with analogous 
illustrations, as numerous as applicable, will be forborne, as too familiar to be recapitulated. The protecting 
laws to our own tonnage, our own coasting trade, our own fisheries, still in force, and which first raised 
up the prostrate navigation of the United States, may supersede other references. These show how the 
fathers of the Republic were awake to the wisdom of other times and other nations, knowing how to 
make it their own. Their recorded opinions attest that they were equally awake to the principle of 
encouraging manufactures in the broadest sense. If they did not carry it further into practice, it is because 
a proper discrimination saw, in the circumstances of that early day, whether, as regarded the state of the 
world from without, or our own internal condition, no sufficient motive for giving to the principle a more 
extended application. But if this species of industry should not be prematurely gone into, so neither ought 
the laws to neglect it too long. Excellence is of slow growth. Rarely is it quick or spontaneous in the 
material any more than in the moral world. Time is an agent indispensable towards inducting a people 
into the full knowledge of the manufacturing arts. They are complex; they are difficult. They are to be 
learned only by stages, throughout a long course of application and efforts, as mind is evolved by education, 
institutions for promoting which the laws, in the wisest countries, are careful to found and to nuturre. 
When, therefore, neither paucity of population nor of means any longer hold as reasons for not cultivating 
these arts amongst us, and when those external circumstances have passed away which drew nearly all 
of our population into commerce or into husbandry, the period for permanently fixing them as an integral 
interest in the State seems finally to have arrived. Whilst we repose in tranquillity, the season is auspicious 
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for entering effectually upon the work of establishing those specially recommended. Should war happen, 

it is not easy to state the augmented resources with which we should meet its exigencies, with these manu- 

factures flourishing in perfection, any more than to portray the inconvenience which we should know in 
their absence. It is, therefore, from the connexion of their success with the leading interests of the State, 
in peace or war, that the conviction is felt, that it would be expedient to secure their success, even at the 
sacrifice of cheapness to the individual purchaser. 

But no such consequence is to be apprehended. If it were a question of fostering manufactures, for 
which the circumstances of the country yielded not the abundant facilities, as with England, when she 
fostered by her own laws her own tonnage, then, indeed, could success be accomplished only by indefinite 
forcing, to be followed by indefinite monopoly in price. Such is manifestly not the case. Manufactures 
of fine cottons, of woolens of almost all descriptions, of iron articles, and of those from hemp, have already 
arrived at a point in the United States justifying the conclusion that some additional encouragement from 
Congress is alone wanting to fix them upon lasting and profitable foundations. This additional encourage- 
ment is invoked, as a proper offset to the high degree of success which foreign industry has attained in 
these branches by the effect of capital and skill, long pre-existing in older nations, and long aided by their 
laws. These are advantages not intrinsic, but accidental. Yet they cannot be countervailed but by 
efficient legislative aid to our own establishments in the beginning. This afforded, and there is the 
strongest reason, from past experience, to feel assured that American industry and resources, stimulated 
into full competition, will supply the commodities cheaper in price, as well as better in quality, than they 
have heretofore come to us from other countries. The competition increasing with time will unfold effects 
more and more useful. Every branch of manufacture brought into successful operation is apt to become 
the parent of others. New materials are discovered, new combinations of skill struck out, new aptitudes 
developed. Industry becomes awakened, where before it was inactive, carrying the country forward in 
individual wealth, in general comforts, and in financial power. For promoting the last durably, all 
expedients must prove fallacious that are not based upon prosperous labor pervading all classes at home. 
The consumption of the products of every kind of home labor would necessarily increase with the increasing 
amount of production, and, under more encouragement given to manufactures in the branches recom- 
mended, might be expected to yield an excess that would flow into our export trade, augmenting its 
amount and the amount of its returns. As regards cotton articles, such is the exuberance of the raw 
material in the United States, that it cannot be assuming too much to suppose that the day is not remote 
when they will largely supply other countries of the world with these fabrics. Already they have begun 
to do so, to some extent, with those of the coarser species. European science applied to the manufacturing 
arts has indeed returned to India, in the manufactured state, the native cotton of India; but it will be the 
effect of our own policy if a similar traffic be long permitted to go on between Europe and the United 
States. That the latter will continue, under all circumstances, to supply Europe with a full portion of 
raw cotton cannot be doubted, from the present and growing state of that manufacture in Europe. That 
they might also be enabled, by the policy recommended, to vie with any nation in sending, even to the 
markets of Europe, articles manufactured from this material is an opinion which is believed to rest upon 
no exaggerated estimate of their manufacturing ability, however dormant it may be in reference to such 
aresult now. That this invaluable raw material, but thirty years ago scarcely known to our own fields 
any more than to the British loom, is destined to draw out a far greater portion of the productive iabor of 
this country than it has yet put into action, and mark an era in its manufacturing, as it has already done in 
its agricultural riches, is an anticipation which rational calculations of the future may justify. What is 
said of our cotton manufactures may, it is believed, be said with scarcely less confidence, eventually, though 
perhaps not immediately, of those of wool. The latter, from being more complicated in their whole process, 
and more difficult and costly in the skill necessary to their elaboration, naturally require more time to be 
reared to perfection. They claim, on this account, and claim the more imperiously, the immediate and 
decisive succor of the laws. 

The opinion that these and other manufactures would come to be afforded to us, better in quality 
when obtained at home, cannot be passed over with only the simple expression of it. It is of a nature 
entitling it to some further notice. Amongst the disadvantages of manufactures not being more univer- 
sally established in the United States, we are to rank that of their inhabitants being obliged to use wares 
of a low quality from abroad. It is known that a long list of articles is sent to us from both England and 

_ France, if not from other countries, which in those countries would be rejected by a large class of con- 
sumers. Furthermore, it is true, that an article injured in the making, in reference to the highest character 
of workmanship, will, notwithstanding, be sometimes shipped to this market, in the hope of finding for it 
bidders that could not so readily be commanded in Europe. If it be said that the wealth of this country 
does not at present yield a class of purchasers for European articles of the highest workmanship, the 
answer recurs that by multiplying our own workshops we should, at the proper time, be suppiied with 
like articles. It ought not to be supposed that the resources of our own country, and the ingenuity of 
our own workmen, could not, under adequate incentives, supply them as excellent in quality and as 
perfect in finish as those made elsewhere. And, although it may not now be convenient to any consider- 
able class of consumers in this country to make a call for articles of this highest stamp of manufactured 
excellence at the foreign prices, it is fully believed that the rivalry of numerous artisans at home would 
raise up skill to a point that would produce such articles, whilst it would bring down the prices to limits 
that would put them into circulation, It has not escaped observation that in American manufactures that 
have already, by the aid of the laws, obtained a preference to the foreign there is no inferiority as com- 
pared with the best standard of the same species of manufactures produced and consumed in the foreign 
country. By opening full scope to the competition and talents of our own artisans, the standard of excel- 
lence, as well as the faculty of discrimination, would be raised to a higher tone than when the one is 
formed and the other exercised, as is now too often the case, upon the secondary productions of other 
countries. 

In appropriate connexion with these remarks, it may be stated, as a fact also known, that the raw 
cotton of the first quality and price which is sent from the United States to Europe is not that which is 
returned to the United States when manufactured. On the contrary, it is this species which is for the 
most part retained for consumption in Europe, whilst fabrics wrought from the inferior cotton are sent 
off to foreign markets generally, and to those of the United States amongst the number. Further legis- 
lative assistance to manufactures at this juncture, coming, as it would, after an interval that has left time 
for the judgement of the nation to pass upon the good effects of the tariff of 1824, as far as it has proved 
adequate, would impress the conviction, at home and abroad, that the manufacturing system was tu be 
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incorporated with the well understood and durable policy of the nation. Besides other ad vantages from 
this conviction, we might reasonably expect to witness that of seeing a new class of emigrants come to 
the United States. They would consist not merely of unemployed journeymen from foreign workshops 
however useful these may be, but, in all probability, of master manufacturers of capital and standing. 
How valuable emigrants of this description would prove; how they would help to quicken the progress 
of the country in manufacturing skill and general riches, is attested by the experience of all nations the 
wisdom of whose laws has superadded such emigrants to their own population. The effect of their 
coming would not be to injure our own manufactures. It would benefit them. It would increase their 
numbers. It would raise more speedily the whole class, by blending it more thoroughly with all the other 
interests of the State. The foreign artisans whom Britain sedulously drew to her shores at an early 
day, fully peopled as the whole of her circumscribed territory then was in comparison with ours now, rank 
among the causes that first and most prominently elevated her condition among nations. The effects of 
their ingenious industry exerted a meliorating influence upon social life, by investing it with new means 
of accommodation and embellishment, and was soon followed by the largest additions to the rural and 
commercial prosperity of the whole island. That the productiveness and perfection of English agricul- 
ture at the present day is owing to the size and power of her manufacturing classes is a truth not dis- 
puted. It is these classes to whose hands the harvests of her soil are carried, whether gathered from its 
surface or extracted in exhaustless mineral wealth from beneath it, and who become the customers of it 
all—the ready, constant, unfailing customers. 

There is an inducement to increase legislative protection to manufactures, in the actual internal con- 
dition of the United States, which is viewed with an anxiousness belonging to its peculiar character and 
intrinsic weight. It is that which arises from the great extent of their unsold lands. The magnitude of 
the interests at stake in this part of our public affairs ought not to appal us from approaching it. It 
should rather impel us to look at it with the more earnest desire to arrive at correct opinions on any 
course of legislation that may affect, primarily or remotely, an interest so full of importance. The maxim is 
held to be a sound one, that the ratio of capital to population should, if possible, be kept on the increase. 
When this takes place, the demand and compensation for labor will be proportionably increased, and the 
condition of the most numerous classes of the community become improved. If the ratio of capital to 
population be diminished, a contrary state of things will be the result. The manner in which the remote 
lands of the United States are selling and settling, whilst it may possibly tend to increase more quickly 
the aggregate population of the country and the mere means of subsistence, does not increase capital in 
the same proportion. It is a proposition too plain to require elucidation, that the creation of capital is 
retarded, rather than accelerated, by the diffusion of a thin population over a great surface of soil. Any- 
thing that may serve to hold back this tendency to diffusion from running too far and too long into an 
extreme can scarcely prove otherwise than salutary. Moreover, the further encouragement of manufac- 
tures by legislative means would be but a counterbalance, and at most a partial one, to the encouragement 
to agriculture by legislative means, standing out in the very terms upon which the public lands are sold. 
It is not here intended to make the system of selling off the territorial domain of the Union a subject of 
any commentary, and still less of any complaint. The system is interwoven beneficially with the highest 
interests and destiny of the nation. It rests upon foundations, both of principles and practice, deep and 
immovable—foundations not to be uprooted or shaken. But our gravest attention may, on this account, 
be but the more wisely summoned to the consideration of correlative duties, which the existence of such 
a system in the heart of the State imposes. It cannot be overlooked that the prices at which fertile bodies 
of land may be bought of the Government under this system operate as a perpetual allurement to their 
purchase. It must, therefore, be taken in the light of a bounty, indelibly written in the text of the laws 
themselves, in favor of agricultural pursuits. Such it is, in effect, though not in form. 

Perhaps no enactment of legislative bounties has ever before operated upon a scale so vast through- 
out a series of years and over the face of an entire nation to turn population and labor into one particular 
channel preferably to all others. The utmost extent of protection granted to manufactures or commerce 
by our statutes, collectively, since the first foundation of the Government has been, in its mere effect of 
drawing the people of the United States into those pursuits, as nothing to it. No scale of imposts, no 
prohibitions or penalties, no bounties, no premiums, enforced or dispensed at the custom-house, has 
equalled it. It has served, and still serves, to draw in an annual stream the inhabitants of a majority of 
the States, including amongst them at this day a portion, not small, of the western States into the 
settlement of fresh lands lying still further and further off. If the population of these States, not yet 
redundant in fact, though appearing to be so, under this legislative incitement to emigrate, remained 
fixed in more instances, as it probably would by extending the motives to manufacturing labor, it is 
believed that the nation at large would gain in two ways: Ist, by the more rapid accumulation of capital; 
and next, by the gradual reduction of the excess of its agricultural population over that engaged in other 
vocations. It is not imagined that it would ever be practicable, even if it were desirable, to turn this 
stream of emigration aside; but resources opened through the influence of the laws in new fields of 
industry, to the inhabitants of the States already sufficiently peopled to enter upon them, might operate to 
Jessen in some degree, and usefully lessen, its absorbing force. The eye of legislation, intent upon the 
whole good of the nation, will look to each part, not separately as a part, but in conjunction with the 
whole. The rapidity with which, after all, a civilized population, founding new and sovereign commu- 
nities, will grow up in those exuberant portions of territory, presents consiaerations favorable to the 
main policy inculcated. This population, carrying with it the wants and habits of society, will create a 
demand for manufactures which must, at least for some time, be supplied from other sources. It will 
hence form the natural market of purchase and consumption for those produced in other parts of the 
Union rather than in foreign countries. By this intercourse we may hope to see multiplied the commercial 
and pecuniary ties which it is fit should grow up and be cherished throughout the whole federal family, 
superadding themselves to all other ties, and harmonizing and compacting the elements of a great Empire. 
Should it still be apprehended by any that evils will be generated in a state of society where large man- 
facturing classes co-exist with a full population, to such minds the reflection must prove consolatory and 
reassuring that in the public lands a check to these evils will be at hand for ages to come. This immense 
domain, besides embodying all the ingredients, material and moral, of riches and power, throughout a 
long vista of the future, may, therefore, also be clung to, under the various springs and conjoint move- 
ments of our happy political system, as a safeguard against contingent dangers. Its very possession is 
conceived to furnish paramount inducements, under all views, for quickening, by fresh legislative counte- 
nance, manufacturing labor throughout other parts of the Union. It is a power to be turned to the 
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account of manifold and transcendent blessings rather than reposed upon for aggrandizing too exclu- 
sively the interest of agriculture, fundamental as that must ever be in the State. Agriculture itself would 
be essentially benefitted; the price of lands in all the existing States would soon become enhanced, as 
well as the produce from them, by a policy that would in anywise tend. to render portions of their 
present population more stationary by supplying new and adequate motives to their becoming so. And 
as it is, the laws that have largely in effect, throughout a long course of time, superinduced disinclina- 
tions to manufacturing labor by their overpowering calls to rural labor in the mode of selling off the 
public domain, the claim of further legal protection to the former kind of labor at this day seems to wear 
an aspect of justice no less than of expediency. 

Finally, the great plans of internal improvement, so wisely in prosecution or contemplated in 
different portions of the country, will lose much of their object and value if activity be not imparted to 
manufacturing industry. The increased facilities of conveyance which these plans are intended to effect, 
presupposes as their basis the necessity of transferring the produce of the country from place to place. 
How such transfers will be increased by multiplying the products of manufacturing labor is apparent. 
New resources for this kind of labor may be expected to rise up as these plans are in progress, whether 
by bringing to light occult treasures or by affording through improved transportation the means of use 
to those already known. And then, as manufacturing enterprise, acting upon a greater variety and 
abundance of materials, shall be seen to enlarge its spheres, how much more reciprocally beneficial will 
not its exchanges become with the produce of the land? It is this state of things that will emphatically 
bind together the farmer, the manufacturer, and the merchant in one indissoluble connexion. Towns and 
villages may be expected to rise up in good time under such a policy, lining the borders of our canals as 
of our natural streams. Scenes of stirring industry will strike upon the eye, flowing from various and 
subdivided labor, the aggregate results of all which will stand out in the advancing cultivation and 
embellishments of the earth, and extended prosperity and happiness of our people. This is the broad 
policy suited tu a nation destined by natural gifts to reach the heights of civilization and power. Such 
a nation rejects as too confined the counsels that would limit her to the walks of agriculture, of com- 
merce, or manufactures singly, seeing that her resources and aptitudes of all kinds confer upon her the 
warrant of pre-eminence in each. Unless in this combination, we have beheld no State enjoy any other 
than an imperfect or transitory greatness. 

Whilst the efficient encouragement of manufactures is earnestly dwelt upon, as conducive to the 
fiscal strength and general prosperity of the Union, the claims of foreign commerce press not less forcibly 
upon our attention. Each interest is alike entitled, within proper bounds, to the fostering superintendence 
of the legislative power. Amongst the expedients for augmenting the foreign trade of a country, other- 
wise than in the exports of its own productions, none are believed to be more important than the ware- 
housing system. It was this system that greatly contributed to the commercial riches of some of 
the European States of the middle ages, and that is now enlarging the commercial dominion of nations 
of the present day. The situation of the United States, locally; the number and position of their ports 
along so extended a line of coast; the tonnage of which they are actually in possession, with the com- 
mercial experience of their people, point them out as peculiarly fitted to derive advantage from this 
system, and serve to recommend for it more liberal enactments than any of which it has yet been the 
subject. By our laws, as they now stand, the merchant is compelled to re-export within a twelvemonth 
the foreign commodity which he has imported, or lose the benefit of drawing back the duty he has paid 
upon it to the Government. Hence, he loses all opportunity, after this limit of time, of sending the com- 
modity to seek foreign inarkets when the market at home may fail. The restriction put upon him in this 
respect ought, it is conceived, to be done away, by extending the time during which he might exercise 
the right of re-exportation. It is not believed that the increased quantity of foreign merchandise which 
such an alteration in the laws might be the means of bringing to the country would interfere with the 
interests of home manufactures, under the protection claimed for the latter, and the guards with which 
they might be surrounded. The result might be expected to prove otherwise. At present, whenever a 
redundancy of foreign goods is seen_in the country, as will happen occasionally in all trading countries, 
from the impossibility of adapting precisely the supply to the demand, the excess, if not sent abroad 
within the year, is thrown upon the home market, at whatever reduction of price. This operates to the 
injury both of the home manufacturer and the importer. By enlarging the time of re-exportation, with 
privilege of drawback, such excess, whenever existing, would be more likely to seek a vent in other 
countries, and with improved chances of finding it profitable. More especially might the prospects of this 
trade in re-exportations be increased if no transit duty existed on foreign merchandise passing through 
our ports, the necessary charges being also kept at the lowest possible point. This is a policy which the 
wisest commercial nations have observed. An increased trade in re-exportations, by increasing the 
carrying trade of the United States, may be expected to increase their tonnage; thus giving new activity 
to ship building, so highly important and valuable a branch of manufactures to the country. The aspect 
of the times recommends to favorable consideration the alteration in the drawback system proposed. 
Political and commercial revolutions occurring all around us, remind us of the expediency of reviewing 
our own commercial laws in points where these revolutions have affected, or may affect, the operation of 
them. We have seen the principal part of this continent change the relations which it held to Europe. 
We have seen, as the effect of this and other causes, ancient channels of trade deserted, colonial monopo- 
lies give way, and another system open. A new commercial era is begun, of which this hemisphere is to 
be the principal scene. We have beheld the nations of Europe watching the course of these changes, and 
accommodating their policy, especially the warehousing policy, to the new commercial wants and contin- 
gencies which have grown up or are anticipated. We have seen, above all, the leading commercial Power 
of Europe, whose wakeful eye is abroad throughout the commercial world, extend this very policy, under 
new and advantageous facilities, tc her insular positions, in seas close to our borders. This she has done 
with the purpose, not concealed, cf availing herself of these changes, and of meeting, in the spirit of fair 
commercial competition, similar measures which she naturally supposed would go into effect on the side 
of the United States. No such measures have been taken by the United States. In the midst of the 
changes adverted to, our own commercial legislation remains, so far as any bearing upon this new com- 
mercial era is concerned, at the point where it stood more than five and twenty years ago. The single 
exception is in the act of the last session of Congress, authorizing the importation of brandy in casks 
of smaller size than was permitted by the act of 1799; an act obviously designed to improve our export 
trade in this article to the new States of this continent. The merchant, like the manufacturer, and other 
interests of the State, requires at proper times the assisting hand of legislation; regulation, in one form 
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or other, being the great end of government, and useful or baffling to individual enterprise as it is wisely 
or improvidently exerted. 

Should the wisdom of Congress deem an alteration in the laws, with a view to enlarge the privilege 
of re-exportation, expedient, an authority to build additional warehouses in some of the principal seaport 
towns would be a necessary adjunct to the alteration. The local accommodation for merchandise that 
must go into store under the existing laws is insufficient. Larger and better constructed edifices are 
required even for the present wants of our commerce, and would become altogether indispensable under 
an extension of the warehousing system. A commerce which yields to the National Treasury a revenue of 
$20,000,000 a year, under a tariff far more moderate, even since 1824, than that which has marked the 
career of any great State of modern times, is entitled to adequate and liberal provisions for the machinery 
necessary for carrying it on. Its local establishments should have reference as well to the security of the 
revenue as to the reasonable accommodation of the merchant and the prompt despatch of business. It ig 
probably not too much to affirm, that of the foreign merchandise which, under the present commercial 
code of the Union, is deposited in warehouses, more than one-half is unduly exposed to depredation, to 
frauds, and to fire, from the nature and insecurity of the present buildings. They are, besides, too often 
situated in places remote from the custom-houses and other commercial establishments, and inconvenient 
otherwise to the transaction of daily commercial business. Under circumstances such as these, the pro- 
priety of drawing the attention of Congress to the defects of the warehousing system seems sufliciently 
justifiable. 

Where interests are multifarious, as in free, populous, and opulent communities must be the case, the 
hand of Government must be variously extended. Sometimes it is wisely applied to the effective regula- 
tion of some of these interests, and sometimes it becomes as necessary to lighten its pressure upon 
others. Not only is it recommended to lessen the restriction which our laws have so long imposed upon 
the merchant in an extensive branch of the foreign trade; but it is also conceived that there are articles 
entering into the lists of our imports, the duties upon which it would be expedient to reduce. Among 
these it is thought proper to mention teas and wines as being prominent. 

The use of tea has become so general throughout the United States as to rank almost as a necessary 
of life. When to this we add that there is no rival production at home to be fostered by lessening the 
amount of its importation, the duty upon it may safely be regarded as too high. Upon some of the varieties 
of the article it considerably exceeds one hundred per cent., and is believed to be generally above the 
level which a true policy points out. A moderate reduction of the duty would lead to an increased con- 
sumption of the article to an extent that, in all probability, would, in the end, benefit rather than injure 
the revenue. Its tendency would be to enlarge our trade in exports to China; a trade of progressive 
value, as our cottons and other articlesof home productions (aside from specie) are more and more entering 
into it. It would cause more of the trade in teas to centre in our own ports, the present rate of duty 
driving our tea ships not unfrequently to seek their markets in Europe, not in the form of re-exportations, 
but in the direct voyage from China. It would also serve to diminish the risk of the United States ulti- 
mately losing any portion of a trade so valuable, through the policy and regulations of other nations. 

The duty upon wines is also believed to be higher than a wise commercial and national policy 
dictates. The experience of our own as well as other countries has shown that high duties upon wines 
do not prove beneficial to the revenue. General experience also shows that the consumption of wine 
tends to diminish the use of ardent spirits. These are inducements for keeping the duties upon wines 
low. They are strengthened by the consideration that, by lowering them, we shall increase beneficially 
our trade to the countries whence we obtain wines. Some of these countries are unable to take our pro- 
ductions unless their wines be received as an equivalent. They are, at the same time, prepared to take 
them untrammelled by positive or virtual prohibitions. It seems but just that we should take freely the 
productions of nations that take ours freely. But, in point of fact, the present rates of our tariff favor 
most, in many and essential things, the productions of nations that favor ours least. The rate of duty 
upon wines is not only, in many instances, very high, but very unequal, as regards the different descrip- 
tions of wines and the countries producing them. The whole subject is thought to demand revision. 
Upon the superior wines of France, upon those of the Rhine, upon those, generally, of Spain, Portugal, 
the Italian States, and perhaps some other countries, the duties, it is believed, might be advantageously 
brought down. The manufacture of wine in the United States does not, at this juncture, comprehend 
any such large interest as to interpose serious objections to the policy recommended. The opinion may 
also be hazarded, that in proportion as the taste for wine comes to prevail over that for ardent spirits, 
under the encouragement of low duties upon those imported from abroad, will a better basis be laid for 
the prosecution, at a future day, of this branch of industry at home. Its prosecution might go on, hand 
in hand, with lower duties on foreign wines, even at the present time; a very small amount of capital 
being necessary to the production of wines at home. 

A few remarks upon the state of the trade between the United States and the British colonies, since 
the interdiction put upon it by Great Britain, will close the more general observations of this report. 

Sufficient time has scarcely elapsed to enable us to determine, with precision, the course that this trade 
will ultimately take, as regards the amount of supplies, the channels through which they will chiefly pass, 
and the proportions of American and British tonnage likely to be employed in their transportation. The 
British interdict of July, 1826, left an interval before its actual operation. This did not commence until 
the Ist of December of that year. The interval, it is understood, was improved in accumulating, in the 
British West India ports, supplies of provisions and other necessary articles from the United States. 
Geographical causes, in their nature unchangeable, render it manifest that such supplies can be sent to the 
British islands in more abundance and on cheaper terms from the United States than from parts of the 
world more remote, or from climates less favorable to their production. Nevertheless, the British Gov- 
ernment, true to its invariable maxim of encouraging the industry of its own subjects in preference to 
that of foreigners, laid duties upon these supplies when coming from the United States, designed to 
countervail the greater cheapness with which they could be furnished over similar supplies from the 
British colonies of North America. It was to no purpose that Britain was urged, in protracted negotia- 
tions, to forego this discrimination in favor of her own subjects. She steadily adhered to it ; affording a 
fresh and signal example to other nations that to protect the agricultural as the manufacturing labor of 
her own people, in whatever region situated, is a point in her policy to which that of buying cheap from 
strangers knows when and how to yield. As the British North American colonies were enabled, with the 
aid of these protecting duties, to furnish a portion of the supplies necessary to the British islands, leaving 
the United States to furnish the residue, whilst the direct intercourse between the latter and those islands 
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remained open, it is not believed that the trade, under ordinary circumstances, will be materially affected 
in amount by the direct intercourse being closed. The continued necessity of drawing the major part of 
those supplies from the United States was seen in the fact of Quebec having been made an entrepot for 
their flour and other articles at an early day after the commencement of the interdict, and afterwards by 
an act of the British Parliament, which admits, duty free, various products of the United States into 
Canada, whence their exportation to the islands is legalized as of the proper products of Canada. It is 
by the establishment of such depots that the desire of Great Britain is also evinced to draw to herself a 

reponderating share of the carrying trade between her islands and the United States. It is through 
these circuitous channels, also through New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, through the ports and islands 
of intermediate Powers, as St. Jago de Cuba, Carthagena, St. Bartholomew, St. Eustatius, St. Thomas, 
that Jamaica and the Windward islands will chiefly derive from the United States the supplies that they 
have heretofore had from them, and still continue to want. It is even known that biscuit has been 
shipped from Philadelphia for Jamaica by way of Liverpool; and the flour of the United States, under 
bonds in the warehouses of Liverpool, will also, it is thought, find its way to consumption in the larger 
islands of the British West Indies. The Bahamas will probably experience most inconvenience from the 
course of this trade being forced into these indirect channels, from their relative inability to sustain the 
increased expense with which it will be burdened. This we may presume will be shared by both parties, 
the transhipments and other intermediate agencies necessary to keep the trade in activity being, to a 
certain extent, common to both. What will be the relative proportion of the tonnage of the two nations 
employed in carrying on this trade cannot, at present, be stated with confidence. It is not probable that 
that of the United States will suffer where the competition can be made equal, but it is possible that 
some diminution of their shipping may be eventually witnessed in favor of the flag of some third Power. 
It is the declared policy of Britain to produce such a result, rather than allow, by any arrangements 
which she can control, the tonnage of a nation, already as large as that of the United States, to become 
larger. Next to the augmentation of her own tonnage it is the aim of the British laws to bring into 
employment the tonnage of the smaller maritime Powers of the world. If the anticipation be correct that 
the British islands will continue to receive, indirectly, their supplies from the United States without 
material diminution, the revenue will not suffer, since our exports, through whatever channels they reach 
the islands, may be expected to be followed by equivalent returns. It may be repeated, however, that 
further time is necessary for establishing definite conclusions upon this and the other points adverted to. It 
is ascertained that the imports into the United States from the whole of the West India islands, for the 
first six months of the present year, fall below the average rate of those of the first six months of the 
three years preceding, including importations from the British islands. On the other hand, our exports 
to the whole of the West Indies during the first six months of 1827 have exceeded their average amount 
for the same period during the three years preceding, including exports to the British islands. 

The estimates, in detail, of the revenue for the ensuing year will now be given. For the general 
observations upon the home industry and foreign trade of the country that have been gone into, the 
indulgence of Congress is, with the utmost deference, solicited, under the motives that have prompted 
them. All financial plans must ultimately be dependent upon the flourishing state in which a sagacious 
and comprehensive policy may aid in placing the great agricultural, manufacturing, and commercial 
interests of the nation; not in a spirit of partisanship for either, but by weighing co-equally the claim of 
each, and striving to secure the enriching results of all. It is in the anxious endeavor and humble hope 
of exhibiting them, under this alliance, to the correcting and controlling wisdom of Congress that this 
report has been prepared. 

The gross amount of duties which accrued on imports and tonnage, from the lst of January to the 
30th of September last, is estimated at twenty-one millions two hundred and twenty-six thousand dollars. 
The gross amount that will accrue for the last quarter of the year is estimated at five millions seven 
hundred and seventy-four thousand, making an aggregate of twenty-seven millions for the entire year. 

The debentures for drawbacks issued during the first three quarters of the year amounted to 
$3,881,942 79; and the amount outstanding on the 30th of September was $2,516,966 45; of which 
$1,245,057 17 are chargable upon the revenue of 1828. 

The amount of duty bonds in suit on the 30th of September last was $4,136,812 64; which is more 
by $128,929 88 than was in suit on the same day of the year preceding. 

In estimating the probable amount of duties that will be received, as compared with the gross amount 
secured, on the importations of the year, the necessary deductions are to be made, not only for drawbacks, 
but for the expenses of collection, and various losses that may happen. Making what is judged to be a 
full allowance on all these accounts for the present occasion, the receipts from the customs in 1828 are 
aie Sirah alld Gs 6 40g KU SRNR EAT DRE SE DENSE WORD REDD OEE $20,372,700 00 
Those from the sales of the public lands are estimated at ...............ceeeeeeeeeee 1,400,000 00 





From bank dividends...............- ap kinneenn ‘perdi haw Reels ere ee 420,000 00 

ee ee ee eee eS ey ee ear pee ee Tee 107,300 00 

ek, er (the erheneen earch ies eseuesan | 
The expenditure for 1828 is estimated as follows, viz: 

Civil, miscellaneous, and diplomatic .............. ae wei aces eer s $1,828,385 14 


Military service, including fortifications, ordnance, Indian Department, 
revolutionary and military pensions, arming the militia, and arrear- 
ages prior to the Ist of January, 1817............cceeeeeeeeeees 4,332,091 05 








Naval service, including the gradual increase of the Navy........... . 38,786,649 25 
UN 6 hi he ee adewad snaes PE OC TT OO ee 
ES ie ea eR ary ig bk aE R NNR STAR AT SATO ROSEENT Se os 19,947,125 44 
And leaving an excess of receipts for the year over its expenditure of.............. 2,352,874 56 








The estimate of revenue from all sources for 1828 has been made $850,000 lower than that for 
1827. This has been done to guard, as far as possible, against unfavorable contingencies. Nevertheless, 
the present estimate is formed on a larger amount of duties, secured by bond on merchandise imported, 
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Treasury Department, Register’s Office, December 7, 1827. 
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5,046,310 


20,963,957 


20,248,054 
23,341,331 77 
NOURSE, Register. 





than the estimate for 1827. Hence there is reason, from all present appearances, to believe that, althoueh 

the estimate for 1828 is less than that for 1827, the receipts will prove greater. ss 
All which is most respectfully submitted. 
Treasury Deparrment, December 8, 1827. 


RICHARD RUSH. 


A.-—Statement exhibiting the duties which accrued on merchandise, tonnage, passports, and clearances; of debentures 
issued on the exportation of foreign merchandise ; of payments for drawback on domestic distilled spirits 
and domestic refined sugar exported ; of bounty on salted fish exported ; of allowances to vessels employed 
in the fisheries ; of expenses of collection, and of payments made into the Treasury during the year ending 
on the 31st day of December, 1826. 


StEee ik MAOTOMGIOD 65. on os osc iccescsscccccsvess 
Duties on tonnage and light money ...........00.-2005: 
Duties on passports and clearances..........cccccccccccccsccccescccscseees 
Debemieres 1esned .....6sececssss 
Drawback on domestic distilled spirits a1 
Bounties and allowances...... 
Gross revenue........ 
Expenses of collection .. 
Net revenue 
Payments made into 


$26,087,352 78 


150,070 55 
11,716 00 
00 

9,188 60 
229,683 28 
45 
715,903 15 
30 


D.—Statement of lands sold at the several Land Offices of the United States, and of moneys received in payment 
of public lands, from the 1st day of January, 1826, to the 31st December following, inclusive; showing 
also the incidental expenses of said offices, and payments made into the Treasury during the same period. 
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SREMEIVINE). oven cssessnneesenee ccc vccceccecces | 
RIEODUE . c5500 wns pore cesesce po snbkssbunn awe 
Cincinnati...... ee ee LS 


DRIR cubes ciercdssunsesanees -oeeeeee 
Jeffersonville .....6000+ 
ViNCENNES.....ccesecccevees boehiewe peeeeae panes 
Indianapolis .....ceecscecccvecsersccecsceccereess 
Crawfordsville.....sccccccccccccccccccccccese nae 
Fort Wayne ....ccccccccccccscccercccsees 


Edwardsville ....cccscsescecssccsscccces 


Palestine ..occccccscccccccccs seheheene esue ery y 
Springfield ....... ocesccvese Sec0e seccee cocccece 
SE RROMIB io ks cvos0sessbdw0eno0000940 000000 Seceee 


Cape Girardeau..... eo ccccccccveccccce eccccccees 


Batesville ....ccccccscccccces peepee ebssesee ooee 
Opelousas .... .cccccccecccescecs senbeensesee bpaw 
New Orleans ........00. seen ase chsensene peeeents 
St. Helena Court-House 
MORIBUND 5 5cksnneob0en0ce0ses0eesaeees paieebanaeee 


SOMMEBVINE 5 cs0s0%00000 shane Soaeensa neue kebsones 
PUIUED bc cpsnenseihbuesees bobeens o0s0s0eeoe 
SPAHR ccccccccccsccccccccscccess 
Washington ....ceccescecesees ccc ccc cccece 
AUgUStA ooeceeseceee 
Jackson Court-House ........ pooh eaebbesbibs sane 
MMEOE akbccnessunne pebbebhaenes oe 
Tallahassee........0.- 





| Quantity sold. 
| 


Acres. 
12,111.53 


29,314.21 
28, 894.55 
13, 366.44 
10,625.12 
16, 128.25 
2, 383.82 
20, 965.10 
10, 720.74 
13,154.65 
71,681.85 
103, 106.92 
2,041.06 
2, 086.87 
1,901.28 
6,584.93 
1,472.61 
12,915.63 
56, 122.41 
14,532.78 
30, 968.08 
3,314.73 
9,701.44 
No sales. 
8,333.43 
5,018.77 
14,082.66 
4, 505,12 
597.09 
No sales. 
35, 373.37 
17, 420.08 
6,665.22 
86,648.05 
1,609.28 
7,441.75 
961.07 
74,019.55 
47, 125.13 
12, 236.83 
52, 464.36 


847, 996.76 





Purchase mo- 
ney. 


@15,139 38 
37,517 63 
36,118 18 
17,005 39 
13,281 40 
20, 160 30 
2,979 72 
26,206 37 
13,400 92 
16,443 30 
87, 842 16 

128,883 64 
2,551 31 
2,608 60 
2,376 60 
3,231 17 

1,840 75 
17,587 19 
70,215 45 
18,166 01 
38,712 48 

4,193 61 
12,126 79 


6,273 45 
18,070 49 
5,631 39 

746 37 


eeeee eee eeee cess 


44,217 11 
21,775 09 
8, 331 52 
151,895 19 
2,011 59 
9,302 15 
1,201 33 
94,263 38 
77,581 86 
16,613 91 
65,580 45 





10,416 7 


Am’t received 


under the credit 


system. 


Aggregate re- 
ceipts. 


Incidental ex- 
penses. 


Payments made 
into the Treas- 
ury. 





$328 84 
3,774 84 
2,991 23 
2,773 86 
5,730 10 
3,839 21 


2,667 50 
2,412 35 


Peewee sees eseses 


Cees wees cere enes 


2,384 18 
2,450 75 


Se eeerereseseses 


3,345 38 


eeee eons 
eeeeee eeeeereees 
eeeee eeresece 
teense eeeeeeecens 
seen eseee eeesee 


$15,468 2 
41,292 47 
39,109 41 
19,779 25 
19,011 50 
23,999 51 

2,979 72 
26,206 37 
16,068 42 
18,855 65 
87,842 16 

128, 883 64 

2,551 31 

3,190 80 

2, 526 60 

8,239 55 

1,840 75 
17,587 19 
70,215 45 
18,166 01 
40,612 91 

4,193 61 
12, 126 79 


10,416 78 
6,273 45 
18,070 49 
6,689 96 

746 37 


44,217 11 
24,159 27 
10, 782 27 
151,895 19 

2,011 59 
12,647 53 

1,201 33 
94,263 38 
77,581 86 
16,613 91 
65,580 45 


$1,638 02 
3,809 57 
2,895 38 
1,777 
3,302 : 
2,410 
1,310 
1,813 06 
1,492 83 
1,631 76 
2,670 74 
4,653 25 
1,214 97 
1,435 00 
1,328 74 
1,400 72 
1,186 28 
1,524 32 
3, 427 69 
3,574 76 

15,039 23 
1,471 97 
1,563 48 

500 00 
1,518 70 
1,415 58 
1,807 14 
1,294 11 
1,514 92 
1,000 00 
5,159 67 
4,677 67 
2,825 85 
8, 122 57 
1,302 17 
4,006 66 
1,139 63 
4,748 55 
3,729 33 
1,742 38 
2,205 85 


S www 
aA Oo ® 


$14,736 20 
39,371 58 
33,401 54 
14, 068 17 
19,950 76 
21,934 10 


41,086 57 
14,411 97 
24,775 37 
66,065 87 

145,208 94 
5,725 04 
1,850 00 
1,810 57 
10,050 00 

17,442 65 

77,187 ® 

17, 625 68 

30,278 09 

8% 

10,340 57 
8,630 00 
8,905 00 
2,003 00 
17,500 00 
4,500 00 
1,812 10 


167,508 16 
8,000 00 
101,411 04 
158, 886 76 
7,414 00 
8,265 86 


140,269 20 
102, 383 73 
19,866 78 
29,099 62 








1,127,500 41 





36,307 82 





1,163,898 23 





111,212 65 





1,393, 785 








TREASURY DEPARTMENT, General Land Office, October 31, 1827. 


Note.—The column of “incidental expenses” in this statement is greatly increased in consequence of the operation of the act of May 22, 1826” 
providing for the allowance to Registers and Receivers of the amount of clerk hire incurred in the execution of the laws for the relief of the purchasers of 
the public lands, passed in the years 1821, 1822, and 1823, and allowing the one-half of one per cent. on the payment made by relinquishment and discounts} 
and also in consequence of allowances made to Receivers for depositing public moneys since April 20, 1818, in pursuance of the provisions of an act to 
that effect, passed on the 22d May, 1826. 


GEORGE GRAHAM. 
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E.—Statement of moneys received into the Treasury from all sources other than customs and public lands during 
the year 1826. 


Se pa se ee eee eT ee ee eee eT ee eee ee eee eee ree $1,514 28 
a en ee Seren 5,124 48 
eee GURU AE CPU TONE TOWNE: 8 oi occ ces cescccwcceseassnscuscseecdscesccss 21,589 93 
SN Se nn a er ee eee 9,420 00 ” 
EN eee ere eee Teer Tere ee Tere Teer Te et 17,041 00 
ON EEO Cee Cee Tee Ter ee eee TET Tee eT eee Tee ee eee ee Te 300 14 
en Be I I IN iia i.e 60k gp Ho swe sawie nd awedeseedanbecesseedeaecesus 1,382 44 
From surplus emoluments of officers of the customs. ....... 0.0... cece eee eee eee e eee eens 37,299 20 
From interest on balances due by banks to the United States................. 00002 ee eee 720 73 
From passage money of PT ICO WORE TOUMIIOE ook noon k ces cc ccceccacccaccceccers 50 00 
From moneys received under the act to abolish the United States trading establishments with 
EE re ere eee eee OLE Oe TT Teer eee eee eee ee ere ET Or rer eT 2,959 25 
From moneys previously advanced on account of treaty with Spain..................006. 327 45 
From dividends on stock in the Bank of the United States.......... 0... ccc cece cee eee 402,500 00 
500,228 90 
From balances of advances made in the War Department, repaid under the third section of 
ee WG WPI nG.0 66 ASS RTA e eae oke eked 6 hee ensebnsebssan eandiesnaess 25,088 45 


525,317 35 





Treasury Department, Legister’s Office, November 28, 1827. JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 





F.—Statement 6f the expenditures of the United States for the year 1826. 
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iH 
NS sigs do RAM NGeL a WEAK o PARKES RAK AS Bu PEA TS RANRRS $493,356 45 i 
NN 6 Schau W ae Wed 6e 6 ssinw vee ¥ee es 04S SSE NEES EO SS 489,776 O7 | 
kid Saw EW 65 4.0 Hb Oe Vee slo VaR Rw SRERERR OEY ED 9,600 00 f 
OT POTEET Pere eee eee Pere ee rere 16,718 82 i 
Commissioner Of the Public Balidings................cccccsceseseses 1,699 94 \ 
Governments in the Territories of the United States ...............00. 36,158 82 i 
PN ee rt Lee Oe eT CTT EEET TeeeT TERT LAT CE 209,455 38 { 
$1,256,745 48 : 
Annuities and grants ...... Dea hG-a ub ae hae AG Sea one 2,150 00 
a rl tia Os ss 9k 60. KSE WR SOWOLERES EDO OND 34,068 27 
i NN Gs east a dd cerns os bei cele eeeee eens eeaseees 356 06 
en cartipacgues a SE OO 188,849 72 
EE OO OLE TPT TOT CTT eT TE Te Ter eee 46,769 65 
Registers and Receivers of Land Offices .............0sscccccccceees 2,993 96 
Preservation of the public archives in Florida...............0.2eeeee . 750 00 
MOMs DeMOU TE PUNE TORPIOOEY oo coc vi ccceccccccsscccescccsssecens 9,723 48 
bene came i St. Helena land district. ... 2... 2... ccc cece sceccwces 4,487 16 
ee PINE OU CII ON OU oc. eae ceeccecacrs peesoepascceas 9,799 71 
BOs Witeett CO ERE OF TNMIGRS.. cn ccc ccc cece cc ceccccsrescces 7,176 97 
Roads and canals within the State of Mississippi ............+++eeeees 5,888 15 
Roads and canals within the State of Alabama. .............0.0. eee 12,958 28 
Roads and canals within the State of Missouri............e.0.2-0000- 1,385 64 
Payment to Ohio of the net proceeds of lands sold under the 3d section 
ee ee I UFO onc cone es cbse bere snasncesons nee 17,823 85 
Repairing the post road in the Indian country between Jackson and Co- 
jumbus, in the State of Miasiasippi ..............000ceseccessces 15,000 00 
Repayment for lands erroneously sold by the United States............ 342 40 
Marine hospital establishment ..............e0eeeeeeee phkedaween ne 51,236 98 
PWD WHITES 10 WOON ECON. 665 5 oss occ ee cis es en uses eecers 91,271 97 
Bringing the votes for President and Vice President of the United States. 41 75 
ERMAN OE UTNE THOME, Si kc ckdscncciccsencecdcessccseceeens 4,297 55 
Payment of balances due to officers of old internal revenue and direct tax. 35 70 
Payment of balances to Collectors of new internal revenue............+5 428 02 
Stock in the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal Company............+++ ‘ 107,500 00 
Stock in the Dismal Swamp Canal Company ............000 ee esse eee 150,000 00 
Stock in the Louisville and Portland Canal Company............-.25+5 30,000 00 
Payment of clatme for property lost ..... . 6... 2. ccc ccccccscesesccee 288 75 
Payment of claims for buildings destroyed, per act of March 3, 1825.... 208,311 46 
I dcnick ace asin sa 00Gannh dase aweendanxeseeds 106,777 75 
1,110,713 23 
NN coax old cde eeWarasinesseeevdscdeseevens 152,476 90 
Mission to the I IIIB ok io navn cowed ses aceewe i weaeaes 9,000 00 
Contingent CAPOMSeS OF TOTCIPN INTSPCOUTHS ... . 2... cee css eeesss 18,627 07 
Relief and protection of American seamen. .........0000.eeee eee cere 20,061 15 
Treaty of Ghent, (6th and 7th articles)..............0ceceeeeeee ener: 10,500 00 
Ue SOU CPN ys odo vis heh ss aes siucd chessseevens 10,000 00 
Payment of claims under the 9th article of the treaty with Spain....... 9,967 88 
Treaties with Mediterranean Powers..........0.ececececececeeeeees 2,086 08 


232,719 08 








2,600,177 79 





FINANCE. 








MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. 


ee oe ECO OE TC CTT TEEPE ELE TE Te CELE EE TE ee 
a De ed cre i ene etic Nin Goi ai td wid 6 ee DA ws % 
Quartermaster’s Department... ...... 2... ees eceeccccncncccccsceees 
Ee So ei Gh oe a SEREKS HO OTERO ESAEED ROTO ERIS ERE ES Carcene ae mains 
| EEE Le erty Perret eer, cor. se eee ee Teer ee eee 
RT MUNIN 5. oa a oie 9:05 5 000: ose Se aia WWWieibie se ein 0 6 a vse o's e866 08 
Expenses of recruiting®............ cssecsscesesscccccccccences Rralevs 
Medical Department LESLEY Ee ES eS aS OL eee ee ee ee ee ee 
ES ne ee ae ee ee 
ES CeCe et Ee KEE MKE Sei 6s Ke ORETIN KENTA CRON ENERO 04 540 b 
NN, WU ONE TUNING oii. o i's sales de as Ke de beeee ds be ene ses 6 
RUNG See eae Gee ee cs ue 6 Soe whine kes By Grate e are sieie ok ete ewes 
ee eee aca ea Oe che gece bis idgne Wiebe dbase wie bdo Sok we eo 
i aie et ae do uy dn a kaw ae Ge We a Km 
OE EEE OE Te TT eer ee em 
EE ERED FEE MSR ria fee a Oa ae ee ae ee 
ee Oo bk wo ow sik KMD owed owe Oa w ewe ews 
rs RAO RMNNEENIR 5 5 hbk wae nck bine ae se dee sO os a eels aes oe-es 
Maps, plans, &c., for the War Department. ..............ccccccsecces 
Repairs and contingencies of fortifications. .................. cece cee 
Ss on hi Het e ad coupes we paatens 


I a ee hig gd bE aw Wal Kaka aD wwe ae wee 
i er tl ei ei cate wee ee © ced wk eae keer 
rr er i Cer SENN 6 ini bs ns week nae Seb shew ewe eee e dees 
Ee Re i Ss ie cae co ele hac kaa EeS eeiueunete 


I eee er ee eee ee ee re eT : 
ee ee eee eer eee LKR ERTS AN ERA EEK Ode ow es aes 
et he re Saath st cde tne eA Deedee se Ako wRs 
ee ee Sr igs car Mc ee EGkbbewd abe hdneteebese 
ag EE re a ar ee er ree 
Deepening the harbor of Presque Tale... .. 2.0.2.2. 06sscesceserecveces 
Repairs of Plymouth beach ..............e0e0. ECT Ren Cee ee 
Preservation of islands in Boston harbor ..........cceccccesccscccecs 
Building pier at the mouth of Buffalo creek ..................0.2 200s 
mame sner et Nowonstic, Delaware ....... 2.6 6seccccesscsesaccecee 
Building pier on Steel’s Ledge, Belfast, Maine..................00000- 
Survey of public piers at Chester, Pennsylvania................00..-+ 
Removing obstructions in the mouth of Huron river, Ohio.............. 
pemoving Gneirections tn (ire Tiver ... ... .. 65. ies csc cc cca sesees 
Survey of Saugatuck river and harbor, Connccticut................... 
purvey of Ciecataann fiver, Maine... ..... 5. ccssnesescccsescosecses 
ervey Or the harvor OF Mayartown, Oc... osc ck ccccsccvccsccesscee 
ee NU NN rs a Kho ENS N EES Cuda dea e eves’ 
Survey of Oswego bay and harbor, New York.................-00c00- 
ewe Or GU CRIONN WY, PEON: oo onic ken sieve Sewseedcceseccceae 
Removing obstructions in the mouth of Ashtabula creek, Ohio.......... 
Removing obstructions in Cunningham creek, Ohio ................... 
Survey of the swash in Pamlico sound, North Carolina ................ 
Improving the Ohio and Mississippi rivers...............002 cee eeees 
a EN re eT ee re 
Continuation of the Cumberland road... ............cc0cccccccceccvcs 


meee Senne EMINANIDEN Gi MANDO ROOK wok ooo bc wiscbiegacessscecacoeevee 
Road from Pensacola to St. Augustine .................ccccccceccees 
Road from Little Rock to Cantonment Gibson............0.0.ceeceece 
Road from Colerain to Tampa Bay................00% eee rer eT 
noes trom Cape Gable to Suwannec.............20cccesecscescsscees 
ee a hg dia csc xed un’ 
Balances due to certain States on account of militia................--. 
Interest due to the State of Maryland..............cccccccccccccccee 
Interest due to the city of Baltimore ................cececccceccvcees 
Interest due to the State of New York............cccccccccccccccee , 
Interest due to the State of Delaware ............ CS aNE DEN ESE ES eae 
Invalid and half-pay pensions 
Revolutionary pensions 


~s se @ eee eee eer eee eese eee ees eoeeeeeeeseeee 


tansom of American Captives in the late war .............ceeeeeeeeee 
on agra stones sp sci jararaca! th, POOLE ECORI 
Relief of officers, &c., engaged in Seminole campaign. ..............00: 
en AA NUNES MORO RNIN 5s os 5 oo nord wincininn evn snub ewes’ vvavke 4's 


ss: #6664 6 Oe ae & 





$1,012,243 
254,220 
301,370 
32,253 
255,770 
9,394 
9,041 
21,454 
20,000 
10,787 
20,309 
355,117 
49,317 
6,400 
6,392 
58,766 
10,662 
186,165 
84 
9,243 
106,100 
77,400 
18,479 
94,714 
89,221 
78,808 
81,329 
75,940 
2,500 
845 
57,800 
50,000 
12,100 
15,000 
9,095 
11,000 
32,950 
10,000 
104 

600 


28 2 


1,500 
1,000 
400 
200 
500 
400 
200 
200 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
16,002 


32,887 5 


125,469 
14,107 
15,000 

9,204 
2,069 
2.441 
6,000 
927 
16,423 
17,039 
66,563 


21,710 ¢ 


40,264 
6,530 
251,399 
1,305,194 
985 

168 

3,764 
16,649 





$2,600,177 79 





5,691,215 





2,600,177 79 
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1827.] STATE OF THE FINANCES. 645 
Brought forward............ $5,691,215 50 $2,600,177 79 
ee eee ere eee ee ee eee eee ee Lee ee rere eee eer re 15,459 50 
Oe aga Ee ee ee ee renee 14,914 09 
ee SN I sin oo 56 See Kees Sees eteres seewelencsesesesess 29,860 32 
ag OE I oo os ones oes ese s eheb see e asc neescewsenesenes 12,131 59 
ED SI iis a Wea cd bose he DKS eee Knee Sea cddbe dae ees 16,387 50 
Contingencies of Indian Department..................ccccccesccccens 130,542 12 
Compensation to citizens of Georgia under the Creek treaty of 1821..... 23,000 00 
General councils with Indians on Lake Superior..................0005 27,000 00 
PE eee eee er ee ee eT rere 2,407 71 
Zunning a line dividing the Territory of Florida from Georgia.......... 300 00 
Removal of Creek Indians west of the Mississippi..................... 564 04 
ee Oe I I oink on ce SbRS eee eewescecdeasaeecsan 7,249 75 
ee ee ee OS. ire eek e cers seevacesssocenedae ss 3,218 00 
ee re SENSO CE TO eee area 20,813 88 
eb 556 eae ONC AS ane dN Odds esas sevaaee cds 78,658 00 
EE aah a wedi Wena ea Vals ROR M as ee mee one FES Rien UP eee 2,056 51 
NE a Shins bia ah aere SES ew ARS eKs Geld Soh b doe SH 0 eee SR ORS 2,804 00 
Holding treaties with the Choctaws and Chickasaws ................6. 15,000 00 
Effecting the treaties with the Osage and Kansas Indians..... a ae ee 18,306 18 
Holding treaties with the Miami and Pottawatomie Indians, &c......... 15,000 00 
Negotiating and carrying into effect certain Indian treaties............ 80,262 29 
Remeitee® 00 TMGIAME.... 65 onc ccccccsecs Pith a miele aad ane aetna 243,542 93 
6,250,693 91 
From which deduct the following repayments : 
NR i5cd bcdnadeasne sees Sie ee x. oa mates cine Swit $454 73 
PD Sih cee ai ce kGaa ie dadene eww esor ee Gers 3,791 31 
Survey of the coast of the United States ................ 2,586 00 
Survey of Marblehead and Holmes’ Hole ................ 54 76 
Extinguishment of Indian titles in Michigan.............. 507 16 
Purchase of three tracts of land in Tuscaroras county, Ohio 63 32 
1,457 88 
6,243,236 03 
NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT. 
ee SN ei eon enc NE Cba eae eR sae metho e eee eddanees $1,025,968 56 
le ee ih aan EE EE ee ee ee eee 131,823 56 
Se Pee ales bs pa ia ese MUA RRO RANE EWS EROS 289,560 88 
I SBS eka eb es dRN ee da aTENEWK UO eNWAded satin 485,970 85 
Iectibed plane, docks, Hc... 2... sccccecscce PRC eee eT ee 10,017 41 
ee eee ee ee ee eee eee ere eee ee ee ee eee 44,296 52 
ses eh 5 owas RUA CTERGL ASSES REO RIE RED EROS 11,216 16 
NN is 0S Kohn oad ee KCTS OPEOGN SKS EN SOS SOR a Soe 40,000 00 
cers tae eds e's Wa RWANDAN EKER aS KeKES 53,098 58 
I oe ik SEAS SEWEN Was WS SKOT AES SOAR DE SS , 30,490 26 
Navy yard, Washington ...... ere ae iV PREDRE Wehhaa Kee oS KROe 32,480 74 
Navy yard, Norfolk ......... CT ee CT eT ET ETT TT oT Meh Gene saws 54,063 88 
I NN i hic Goes dds pdclowes sees ea ee ks Mwaanpatseiaxees 40,200 00 
Medicines and hospital stores............0.00e0eee: KCeiekehuhonwees 32,833 18 
Comtinwent, mot enumerated for 1824. ... . cece cece nen sceecces 304 15 
Contingent, not enumerated for 1825............. ee eee ee 673 88 
ME ia nhc ees ea Wee e Ks des SUSE NT AWE Oa Kobe e eee we 238,855 18 
Comtmgent, not enumerated for 1626... ... 6. cnc ccc ccesseeeecnceees 1,217 80 
Gradual increase of the Navy........ Lee GEPRGRIWe WeE ease RseRasdeRdr 793,704 92 
SPrmmeOe WG ORUMENOG SUOTOD, . o.oo ok ccc ceca esac cscccceceves 36,312 84 
PP ME ikon inks ces caceascss aces Once parry ys ere She, 506,163 84 
pee RUC OIG. icc cece cece cia seesdaedccesteesees 53,630 13 
cities ove ete tp, A ee ee 13,461 97 
Durvey of Savanah, Branewick, &c .. 20.6.0 isc ck ccc cc acceseees 1,299 43 
ES ee er re en re errr 2,559 62 
ei i ha assy Sia Coen alent el wich hice 22,220 81 
Relief of Edward Lee.............. a lal ins a ia haar tt at 5,812 50 
Fay and subsstence of Marine Corps... ... 6.6... cece cee siscessceeces 219,686 73 
ee so snc eo aie dads SRG HSENENH ONS eR RED RO a MON 25,960 47 
IN WE MII NI 5. ois ci cies cade avecvanee uses beeaees ‘ 2,283 28 
Penney BUONEN TP MERTON COPD, 6.6 6.5 5 os sas iee es ceasswwndsaeeess 1,559 70 
Contingent expenses of Marine Corps...............0cceeeeccesceeees 14,096 23 
WEA 6c kK beh dew WakaeeeSRASes csdaneee 9,321 45 
murwacin for the Marine Corpn. ... oo... 5c cis ccc cssnseececeeseces we 5,838 23 
4,233,983 74 
From which deduct the following repayments, viz: 
Navy yards, docks, and wharves,...........eeceeceeeees 2,843 23 
Contingent, prior to 1824.......... Pt nk hanced ueanks 8,520 05 
errr eres 1,431 22 
Contingent for 1895. ......<.s0.ccccesees Re ee 58 09 
Arrearages of contingent, Marine Corps...............65- 2,228 70 
15,081 29 


4,218,902 45 





13,062,316 27 
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Brought forward... .......... +: 
Interest on the funded debt....-....--- paaee geneneeaenes coecee $3,975,542 
Redemption of 6 per cent. stock of 1813, (75 millions) Eaten stan he op 
Redemption of 6 per cent. stock of 1813, ee eee re er er 
Redemption of 7 per cent. stock | 2 Seer rey DRONES Pr erere 
Reimbursement of Mississippi stock........ Otek eR EK Khas verry wie 


Principal and interest of Treasury notes ..... 


Paying certain parts of ee rn 


PUBLIC DEBT. 


Treascry Department, Iegister’s Office, November 28, 1827. 





5,062,402 
2,002,306 71 


50 


25 
450 
327 

27 


00 
00 
17 
86 








. $13,062,316 27 
95 


11,041,082 19 


LLL, 


24,103,398 4 





——$$$—_ 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


G.—Statement of lands sold at the several Land Offices of the United States, and of moneys received in payment 
of public land, from the 1st of January 1821, to the 30th of June following, inclusive; showing also the 
incidental expenses of said offices, and payments made into the Treasury during the same period, 

















Payment made 
into the Treas- 
ury. 











$5,320 80 
8,447 38 
18,988 01 
14,400 80 
16,155 11 
16,203 35 
2,437 39 
12,650 31 
24,607 42 
4,799 87 
76,339 44 
71,806 8&5 
1,440 00 


21,555 94 
11,475 8&3 
35,209 31 


eee cere eeeneees 


30,535 64 
8,500 00 
7,650 00 


20,918 92 
22, 122 61 

6,000 00 
184,845 98 

















765,380 13 





Quantity sold. Purchase mo- | Am’t received | Aggregate re- | Incidental ex- 
Land Offices. ney. | under the eredit ceipts. penses. 
| system. | 
ee ear 
Acres. | 
Marietta..... EP SERR GERM Gee sae eae Eien SEER boee 3,275.82 £4,094 76 | $4,857 50 $8,952 26 $1,391 06 
Zanesvill€...sccccccceressccccess ec ccceccvcsens 14,245.38 17,690 25 | 20,627 59 38,317 84 1,058 24 
Steubenville....ccsecccceeeees eeecccccee eee eens 12, 871.33 16,089 16 15,314 09 31,403 25 2,023 45 
Chilicothe.......ccccccccccccccccesccccssccscecs 4,719.56 5,899 42 11,018 22 16,917 71 2.305 09 
CINCINNALI....se eee o ceeeeeweeees eeeeeeee eoeees 5. 701.68 7,127 10 | 37,866 57 44,993 67 3,468 31 
Wo0Ster....cccccccsece coeceseee eeeeeee ecccccece 5, 944.15 7,430 17 | 15,534 93 22,965 10 2,296 52 
Piqua .......- Lc eaapacs reed uae ees ad wate ceed 1,572.69 1,965 8&6 |...... Siuescieind 1,965 86 509 13 
Delaware.......00: Se rr TTT 11,653.90 PRES che Rane ee ere 14,567 38 1,307 32 
Jeffersonville .oeeceeeeeeuseeeccecescceaceees eeee 3, 996.96 4,996 19 | 20,453 69 25,449 88 2,378 11 
WADBPRINEE Sb gcc cebshvecesoreosnvencees pekesr ener 3,698.77 4,623 47 | 17,689 94 22,313 41 | 1,859 OL 
Indianapolis .. ...sececccsescecees cesses cere eons 25, 260.57 32,186 25 leseeeeeees cecces 32,186 25 | 2,223 53 
Crawfordsville .....e.eeeeeeees eeee cece eens eeeees 33, 815,95 42,269 93 |.cccccscee eeeee 42,269 93 | 1,599 39 
Fort Wayne ococccccccccccccecs eee ee ceccencccece 1,208.78 1,510 97 eee eeerceescees 1,510 97 | 590 06 
Shawneetown 2... ecccccescecscccseveccccesevece 1, 089,98 1,362 47 | 1,216 84 2,579 31 | 1,941 75 
Kaskaskia 2... cccccccccsecscceeccs eer t  eeeeee 455.76 579 09 | 690 36 1,269 45 | 1,895 69 
Rilwareaille ere coer cass esos eacseennbe-ne sina 2,454.16 3,067 71 | 239 84 3,307 55 | 633 41 
Vandalia ........ seseesccesesccees eessornnses one 383.64 £70 GA josevoresesvonses 479 54 | 547 63 
RRIEMIE Does kcsaescobaphnnsecsosascsess erent 3, 164.23 $°05529> |..2005 Becpnaleuies 3,955 29 | 584 19 
Springfield.......see0. cecccccees tere eecees eecees 10,240.92 CR) ea See ea eoes 12,801 94 1,110 8&5 
St. Louis.......-eeeees oo ceccecccceeee ecccececees 6,510.93 8,138 70 4,893 74 13,032 44 | 2,398 47 
Franklin... ccsccccccccccccccccccccsccccceccsces 14,065.83 17,582 31 9,782 66 27,364 97 | 1,234 22 
Cape Girardeau ........eee+. eeceeevees occccccees 1,200.49 LPO DL |ssesceceescseccs 1,500 61 612 87 
PalMyra oo. ecsecces vececssccccccees ceseeccoeees | 4, 819.02 6,023 80 [..cccccccccceves 6,023 80 | 639 09 
Lexington ........eeee ececccccvcces eee cccceccece 26, 000 .23 B25 4Oe SS Joe cccesccessoove 32,732 33 949 68 
Little Rock ........eeeeeeee ccccces cccccccces eens 717.50 MAES Aes wwewwewe Tre 896 88 | 688 26 
Batesville 1... .ceecscccsccsceccscscces eee eeeees 1,056.71 A500 RO lissce<ae se ae 1,320 89 | 710 11 
Ouachita .......cccccccscceees oecc cece cccccc cers 1,603.06 2,003 Sl |ccccccccccccses 2,003 81 | 793 64 
Opelousas ........ eee eeeeeescereseceese eeeeeees 846.13 1,057 66 2.965 72 4,023 38 696 66 
New Orleans .......seseceeees sees eeeeees seeeeee! Town lots. 234,452 OO | oscssccesecvcece 134,451 00 2,117 386 
St. Helena Court-House.......sccseeeeeveee eeeee] No sales. eeerccccccvccccsloccccces cess sees lecce eccvcceccee 500 00 
os re Eesenshestenseantere pase eaesid 16,704.51 20, 882 42 29, 453 40 50,335 82 2,870 19 
Bt. Stephens... 2: 0ce0essee ee ecececeeceees eoeees 3, 939.41 4,924 43 1,389 83 6,314 26 1,842 14 
Huntsville... ..0.000s0ccccccce Oe eee cece cweccresee 2,001.92 | 2,502 38 11,253 30 13,755 68 3,559 67 
PMMORALDIALSSe cl ccushosnsussic sees casesessnwans 8,623.30 | (Osc Jan Peer se 10,779 46 1,203 96 
Sparta... ....e0e. Sees Keb sessienesnns ocveccccecs 23,134.86 | BOSBGS'TS | ssisieo40'0005 400 29, 863 78 1,088 12 
DUBIN ION soo sicoencnececn ness sexes eee cccecces 2,896.14 3,620 16 29,741 41 33, 361 57 1,927 99 
RED 5b Gas ssibdaesswtecrnsiconnsies sas pabens | 79.87 | DE liksiniasensesens 99 85 500 00 
PRE O MSOMIETIOUBE SLs ennsccenvneses ween bees 22,589 65 | 2B, 37GB TS | eccccevescecess 28,376 75 1,754 75 
SEG sh possess sashnobeesnwachsvep ecko uwscicns's | 18,939.47 | 23,679 58 1,847 14 25,526 72 2,185 84 
PRIMO Pee pb ainobs sh soensunndsnccesuseentsconseos 3,831.30 | BS700 AS” loesccuccnnes Sere 4,789 15 885 61 
MONBURIICE 5 5.\sneesansasnss esenieceene Sseeec anes 121,372.99 | 167,397 16 | .ccccceeee ceccce 167,397 16 3,956 75 
AGEICZALCS see ee eeeseveeesenes!| 426,687.55 | 685, 320 13 236, 836 77 922,156 90 62, 829 62 
Seen 2 Lees \ 

Payments into the Treasury to the 30th of June, as above,........++ cece cccccccece Cc erccccccccece ++ $765,380 13 

Payments into the Treasury during the third quarter 1827............ seebeeeneeen ccccccccccccsccccces 446,631 16 


Aggregate of payments during the first three quarters of the year 1827...... 








1,212,011 29 


Note.— The column of “incidental expenses” in this statement is greatly increased in consequence of the operation of the act of May 22, 1826, 


providing for the allowance to Registers and Receivers of the amount of clerk hire incurre 
public lands, passed in the years 1821, 1822, and 1823, and allowing the 
and also in consequence of allowances made to Receivers for depositing public moneys since the 


act to that effect, passed on the 22d May, 1826. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, General Land Office, October 31, 1827. 


1 d in the execution of the laws for the relief of the purchasers of 
one-half of one per cent. on the payments made by relinquishment and discounts 5 
20th of April, 1818, in pursuance of the provisions of an 


GEO. GRAHAM. 








a a 
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H. 


Statement of moneys received into the Treasury from all sources other than customs and public lands, from 


January 1 to September 30, 1827. 


From dividends on stock in the Bank of the United States........... 0.00.0 cee ee ee ee 


From awards under the first article of the treaty of Ghent, for slaves and 

it AN ha 5% oie WAS ones RHRRS dd oH ered eeRAW ENO S Sew 
iui UUM OE BIW GIPOCE GRE oan cos neva sceccacvcceceecesccseces 
From arrears of new internal revenuc............. ccc ce cece ecccees 
a hse siirly ick Nia Waid ano 4a 0S oie eo OK OHRw ORO 44 
ee NN I I I II kno Se wcccceecccceucscdcebetscsecds 
I oleh unWNo 4 des whe dae dao ceananes soeseeases 
From fines, penalties, and forfeitures. .........cccccccccccccccccececs 
From surplus emoluments of officers of the customs ...............005 
From interest on balances due by banks of the United States.......... 
From net proceeds of vessels condemned under the slave trade acts.... 
From a person unknown, stated to be on account of duties on imports and 

err fet Serr ee eee eee ee ee ee eee ee Tee eee eee 


From balances of advances made in the War Department, repaid under 


$602,480 
2,626 
18,149 
8,130 
14,376 
101 

20 
27,880 
3,000 
4,791 





Sie Gore Soares aE Ge re aE Thay 1, BO, . won ccc ccc ceecesaneccesssccaccds 


$420,000 00 


681,561 12 
32,344 98 





1,133,906 10 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, November 28, 182'T. 
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Statement of the expenditures of the United States from January 1 to September 30, 1827. 


CIVIL, MISCELLANEOUS, AND DIPLOMATIC, VIZ: 


ES eT Tee Te, Tee ee eee ee Tee eT Te Te COT T Tee TT Cee 
a CREAR es KAKO ANOS R RAO ROR 
as: Ca AL AER NO RHR SE ode E Ss WKEEEDENT ORS 
i kone hana d seh ad RA NRA RKKS KOREAN SORE a ws eee 
Commissioner of the Public Buildings in Washington..............64. 
Governments in the Territories of the United States .................. 
| eee ee eee eee ree ree ee ee eee ree See ee oe 
ee ee ere ee eee nT eee ee eee 
DGS b eke nd dad 54 UM KN NKO DER AENE EERO 
Ee ee ee er eee ee eer Tee eee 
ah Kasse ak see wk cas Veda edednianalene canes 
a a ea a 
Registers and Receivers of Land Offices ...........ccccecec cece ceces 
Preservation of the public archives in Florida.................00006.- 
ey an is koe enced nsreeeceedesovenenne 
Land claims in St. Helena land district... ........cccccscccccccescccss 
Se SO EE SU dsc see reese s tevcesecevadeseeeuss 
Be Wika GS THURS GE TRTIONR. ... onc cece ccc cccsescecees 
Roads and canals within the State of Alabama..................0000- 
Roads and canals within the State of Missouri...................006- 
Roads and canals within the State of Mississippi.... .... ..........-5 


Repairing the post road between Chattahoochie and Line creek, Alabama. 
MEMO MUIREE CUUMINUOINOINE 5 os 55 oc cesses e see nscscaccccesecevenes 
Peene WMP OD WT UNOOTE, og 5 nooo ieee cceecsscvcecenceseesss 
OE SI IN aiciio ain <x sede daw seerbads ccees secs ecns 
Payment of balances to Collectors of new internal revenue ............ 
Stock in the Louisville and Portland Canal Company.................- 
Payment of claims for property lost... ....... cc cecncccccsecccceses 
Payment of claims for buildings destroyed ..............00. eee ewes 
| RR er ee rote tee ee eee eee Teer 


ice Sil babs kA ones vod KAREN OeRANE Ow Ov ax 
Mission to the Congress of Panama....... MAA Deedee esse beweaee 
Contingent expenses of foreign intercourse ........6 00. eee e eee ee eens 
Relief and protection of American seamen............eeeeeeeee cence 
Treaty of Ghent, (6th and Tth articles)...........ccccccccesccceceees 
SO OE NR CUE MUINEND cases ccdseecsccvsecesesescencaeces 
a. NERC ERE pepe renin re ear rrer 
Treaties with Mediterranean Powers............++¢ ere eT er TT . 


$308,589 
394,437 
7,200 
21,011 
1,195 
36,077 
167,694 


1,600 
35,588 
263 
203,678 
48,593 
2,631 
1,125 
1,971 
1,502 
2,452 
7,352 
6,540 
1,981 
4,017 
6,000 
46,511 
135,727 
2,202 
2,559 
30,000 
191 
4,218 
48,060 


85,260 
17,022 
18,609 
25,531 
7,500 
1C,206 
1,817 
21,505 
294,392 





$936,205 07 


595,469 74 


481,845 66 





2,013,520 47 
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MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. 


Pay of the Army.........-.sseecccce cece cece c cece eee ccessceoeees 
RE Ge rs ta a adie sat aE eee play op dwlere- a's 
OP reree er err rT etree te eee eee ee 
Quartermaster’s Department, arrearages of ditto............0.. eee eee 
Arrearages of ATMy.... 2... 6s ese e cece eee e cece e eee cece eee e eens 
Bounties and premiums. .......esccccccesccsscsisccssscesssscsseces 
Purchasing Department ............-....--sccsccccecccccccescesees 
Expenses of recruiting ..............scsssedccscccsesseccsceseevens 
ee I bal ad eatedis Se we Dasa wae ek oeCES 
Re ee ee hee ehh ecd se nck DREN ee Kae ROR 
Ce) ee ene ee ee 
| er ee eee ee Lee LT ee eee 
ATE OY OS 5 Son eo ES RI ean ena OP 
Ree ee eee SG eens x chew ake new KW aie Bee: Cano wre 
ee ee ae et ae eee 
EE eR CE EET OT PE eT eee ee ee eter 
i ik a a cena a  algng BIg GRE Aaa BAER GRD 
55.2 5 A Ho a ROWAN HE A A RR Re ee Rowe Re es 
EN is bao 6 os Ae Phe sowie kd 6S RRA CA ORS Ke RAKES OS 
Repairs and contingencies of fortifications ........... 0.0 e ce eee eee eee 
re aN ang Cog ds eR es hs hae lars GON Ekle Os 
ah Bae Hes nie ka hae as OE KIN LO SS 
a eS el so oan Ame ewe eek RG Ae aR ON ORR 
ERR ey eR Coe Ry RE eg eae ae eg ee ee eT ere : 


co 8 a ee ra KOR ere he Ree 
EE er eee ee ee ee ter re eres eer ore 
ea OLAS 449.9 CORED Hae RERAENEN ES SS San o8 EES 
i cing soe SSNS SOS RKKEW EDSON OW KKK SSO OS 
Ee oe ee ee ee rr ee ee 
ee nr mr ere 
ee eee oa 
Continuation of the Cumberland road... ........ 2.002200 cscccseeeeesee 
Preservation of the Cumberland road..... LMR kee cee Tan Re ee. 
ee ee ee 
cotey Demet emis. geet eS ee res 
Road from Little Rock to Cantonment Gibson ..... eer rT rer rr 
Sn ere Pee Peta CO POPE TOWSON... «6. 5. 2 ois asin aon sas se saecee 
King’s road, from the Georgia line, (by St. Augustine to New Smyrna).. 
Improving the Ohio and Mississippi rivers..............00e eee eee ene 
Improving the navigation of the Ohio river.............0c cece ee eees 
Improving Hyannis harbor, Massachusetts............0000eeee eee eeee 
SmOnUEMNay WOUMOWHIEINENIE GURENDDE, COEUR go oo. 6 55s 5 sis nen ninsn'b 0 00-0 540-0 
I oO ? 

Improving Pascagoula harbor, Mississippi river ................0eee08 
Deepening the harbor of Presque Isle .................. Me kear ee Re ee 
Preservation of islands in Boston harbor .................+seececeees 
a re rer 
Removing obstructions in Huron creek, Ohio............. 0.000 e ee eee 
Removing obstructions in Cunningham creek, Ohio.................05 
Removing obstructions in Ashtabula creek, Ohio. ........... 2.0 e ee ee ee 
Removing obstructions in Grand River creek, Ohio ................065 
temoving obstructions in Mobile harbor, Alabama.............++0..-- 
Building piers on Steel’s Ledge, Belfast, Maine .................6...- 
eee Te TTT eee TE LT TTT eee 
Piers, beacon, &c., in the harbor of Saco, Maine ...............-eeeee. 
Examining piers at Port Penn, Marcus Hook, and Fort Mifflin.......... 
Survey of a canal from the Atlantic to the Gulf of Mexico............. 
Connecting the Detroit and the river Raisin with the Maumee and San- 
es ee Ee ag tia hoy ek VERE AE Kee E 88 ea eee 
Piers at the mouth of Oswego harbor, New York............. .++.05- 
Piers at the mouth of Dunkirk harbor, New York...............++.25- 
Piers at La Plaisance bay, Michigan....... ree rere ee feneseneewess 
Removing obstructions, Saugatuck river, &C..........0 eee eee eee 
Boundary lines between Georgia and Florida,...............00eee ees 
Erection of a wharf at Fort Wolcott, Rhode Island................0-- 
Purchase of a house and lot of land, Eastport, Maine................. 
Purchase of lots at St. Augustine, Florida...............ccccsccceces 
i ee ree GK a ae ps heed oa sebiee Keene ren aviedes 


Military cantonment near St. Louis .................000. pews rere 
System of cavalry, artillery, and infantry exercise...............0008- 
Settiomont of Georgia militia Claims... oo. occ ccccccsecccscscscseese 
Military Academy, West Point...............eee Rea tet aw ewe ness 


oereeer eres ee ee 


$722,788 60 
171,199 40 
34,992 3 
322,600 13 
17,741 03 
11,163 87 
150,289 60 
8,460 14 
10,000 00 
15,115 57 
156,603 03 
21,147 84 
281,047 27 
31,564 96 
8,600 00 
14,286 69 
15,000 00 
2,081 60 
10,232 30 
22.918 73 
73,643 97 
38,526 24 
83,015 00 
58,034 09 
72,144 78 

1 28 
29,930 00 
44,364 42 
40,000 00 
72,951 46 
30,000 00 
39,054 40 
47,405 70 
118,000 00 
9,000 00 
510 00 

2,000 00 

2,000 00 

2.000 00 

3,000 00 
18,216 00 
9,000 00 

1,000 00 

1,500 00 
8,000 00 
5,484 81 

9,115 27 
2184 90 
3,500 00 
1,000 00 
9,698 00 
4,620 00 
5,605 78 

400 00 

5,000 00 

4,450 00 
100 00 
2,755 00 


12,000 00 
3,533 06 
3,000 00 
1,000 00 
1,500 00 
3,745 80 

500 00 
1,800 00 

600 00 
11,414 40 
2,000 00 
10,108 18 
1,675 24 
50,600 00 
24,895 00 





3,013,365 84 


$2,013,520 44 


2,013,520 47 








ee OO bee eed eet OD 
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Brought forward...... errr $3,013,365 84 $2,013,520 47 

Maps, plans, &c., War Department................. 0c cee eee eee ence 62 00 
Suppression of Indian aggressions on frontiers of Georgia and Florida. . 10,887 81 
TSE TE CEET CET CT CTE CT CCT ET CCT eee 796,381 93 
ee Ne I ces sa cecducbseesecbasesenuecsss 172,033 86 
Pensions to WidOWS Gd Orphans. ...........0.cccccccsccceccececess 8,802 47 
Surveying the harbor of Church’s cove, Rhode Island................. 200 00 
Surveying the harbor of Stonington, Connecticut..................... 200 00 
Surveying the roads from Detroit to Saginaw, Fort Gratiot, and Huron 

REECE CO Ne ra R NER HEE RG Sy e's cee kaseeeees pede ree 1,500 00 
Opening and constructing the Detroit and Chicago roads.............. 20,000 00 
Relief of officers, &c., engaged in Seminole campaign................. T47 O1 
Interest due the State of Pennsylvania. .............ccccccccccccccss 17,577 60 
Relief of Captain Bigger’s company of rangers.............0..-000e 4,474 41 
Pavement of cramas for property lost... .... 0... c cece cc cccccccecess 40 00 
Se OE Ny Eo ono inn sic ceccsesewscececobasecbcess 10,613 80 
Carrying into effect certain Indian treaties................ cece eeeees 149,141 06 
5k as kos beKd a wekd ence oN Oa sen deee bee 30,015 96 
ee kaa ee dk deh aRAWS EN Swe e noes eke eeee wens 12,750 25 
Running the line of land assigned to Florida Indians.................. 330 56 
il a als eh ee kG gk ew deeb ddd SHEA OES aOS AS OEE 13,390 45 
Contingencies of Indian Department...............c cece ccc eeecoeee 98,377 94 
i Se eeu er een ea dae b iw aN whe se eues eases eeeaed 96,464 51 
Treaty with the Choctaw and Chickasaw Indians..................64. 2,445 37 
Effecting certain Indian treaties, act 20th May, 1826...............64. 2,800 00 
Removal of the Creeks west of the Mississippi..................2.05- 29,080 82 
ww kc eR a KERNS OO ORNS OS ERS OOS RES 8,629 84 
ee EN 62 5 SRW ARN R DEH H RS wo Nae SOSS Need naueewees 25,606 65 P 
eg a a a rn ena a 11,840 36 
i Pa os ere RE ADEE g hob bP REAE SOKwOS SACRA O ORAS 206,443 24 
Treaty with the Choctaws, 3d March, 1821..............cceccceeseee 148 00 
Choctaw schools, treaty 18th October, 1820............ cece cee cece 7,074 57 





4,751,426 31 
From which deduct the following repayments: 








heir bd Saket Owsich a dia REREA RON Kew eee $53 19 
Survey of Marblehead and Holmes’ Hole.................... 95 82 
Road from Pensacola to St. Augustine.............. cece ees 546 00 
Road from Colerain to Tampa Bay.............ccecesceccecs 84 00 
Holding treaties with Indians in Indiana.................... 2 27 
i ee Pr ee 373 88 

ie 1,155 16 

4,750,271 15 
NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT. 
EE I os gs bw has WE VS CKSGRWN A SHRKESENE ROR ODER 1,053,576 21 
ee ee NG shea svn eo MAG dw a WA ARKSNKS~S Aan ee ee eOmOn 135,730 14 
RES See Cea N Res Ree L AER S <0 ERE K OR RD (iweeahne 276,009 45 
Er Ce re re ee ee ere ere eee ee 344,936 57 
ee Lee eee eee eee ery Tee eee ee 174,039 53 
eee er eer eer ee eee Tere eee re ee 52,516 21 
EE CR es aenan bic dvs aead eee SESH NES ees 26,631 84 
ee ee ee 36,874 00 
ERE baw GNGG-5 8 40d LoKK ARE RRRE SAS ede eae S er 184,804 24 
ee Nig a Gh anise 640 bee boss HAS RROES Seow OeES 20,181 38 
ee ee NE yi aisice ce ceeds cocses scenes beawoseee’s 625,952 51 
Graeme: MaproveMmiont Of the Navy... .....ccscccccccccescecvssecsess 68,095 88 
Ne CI I cass ove cedie'e su bens cesassecaus dee 26,651 59 
EE OUI IN i es cece cen dessceecbedeenses cues 55,676 02 
oi ed AKN EAA GR DANO KG SNH Kk SVs Ord oo ee > 1,162 65 
Survey of the harbors of Savannah, Brunswick, &................0-- 1,503 00 
ie ae 13,686 90 
Gurvenve aun Gaumbtes for Gry docks... ... 0... nc c cscs ceseecesesceecs 2,707 27 
ey I ke Sat KSA ew ee Aa S tee aKes awa daeeesAe® 10,486 60 
I is hie aay han KE Ree o4 sd <KEWREIS SERRE ORDO 216 66 
euens mot Gmemeernied, TODS... .. 6... c ccc eee cseseveweseese 3,384 31 
eis hops ak Sake ha xe Kiorakwareeeant 191,528 56 
ay 929 37 
ie Shays 40s Eb nee ds usar eeseueseeesace 127,257 48 
inks db ns CUKRRE <REK SSS NEWS ESKER RRO 11,848 86 
ihe cig ehh sd + 54a eb kaw kwc ds Wee a CE REK RY 3,413 31 
OLE TTT CTT eT ee T17 55 
Barracks, Marine Corps........ i ean Ge eb KRUAERGAW ERIN ANA ee wens 149 41 
 WUUN, ENN CHMOD. ooo. so kes ac endedeeesodenseceses 402 00 
a ss og dvi vob SKS SMES DKON Donde eawne ‘ 8,619 27 
Contingent arrearages, Marine Corps.............00cecceeeeeceeeeeee 2,228 70 
Contingent additional, 1826, Marine Corps..........0ceeeeceeeceeeees 308 05 
Carried forward. ........60 3,462,225 52 6,763,791 62 
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Brought forward............ $3,462,225 52 $6,768,791 69 
From which deduct the following repayments: . 
Building barges.........-0eeeee cee eee eee eee e eee e eens $67 16 
OSES OTC CU CCT OCT ETT ETE TTR ETE TT EL 58 33 
Swords and medals .........-s:eceeserces cece sees cceves 579 62 
Contingent for 1824 ......+++ese ee ee cece eee eee ee ee 575 52 
Contingent not enumerated, pi tb Sik ahs ale ie gut ahs igs 108 88 
Contingent for 1826 .........e eee cece cece eee e eee enone 2,260 10 
eee 3,649 61 
————_ 3,458,575 91 
PUBLIC DEBT. 
eee Ie errr er eer ere rT errr reer eee ee Tree 2,652,983 49 
Redemption of six per cent. stock of 1813, (loan of 16 millions)........ 5,007,303 69 
[nterent on Loginians Gto0k. .........ccccccccnesssecccvccsscccceees 3,562 30 
Retesbursoment OF Missinsinn stock . .. oo... cece cece ces ceecsces 742 48 
Paying certain parts of domestic debt .............. sees sees e eee eeee 21 12 
Paying the principal and interest Treasury notes .............-..2000- 8,410 36 





From which deduct the following repayment: 
Redemption of six per cent. stock of 1813, (74 millions) .............. 01 
7,673,023 43 








17,895,390 96 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 





Treasury Department, Register’s Office, November 28, 182'T. 

















No. 1. 
Statement of the Public Debt on the 1st of October, 182. 
OL ETE LET EOE T EET ETE Te Te Tee Tee TT ET OTT eT Ce Te eT Tee $13,296,247 70 
OE SEE lis cued dade Gbw SS reKKeeea dee bas deed $4,244,587 07 
SN NG MUNN EN BOEE 56. Ski ses Sivcecew ede seeswocaacesionns 13,096,542 90 
Se ee SG I OE TRE oi ok soe eset dc a ew erissiode aces veceeee’ 9,490,099 10 
26,831,229 07 
Five per cent. stock (subscription to Bank of the United States) ...... 7,000,000 00 
ete eg | ere err eS eer eee ee 999,999 13 
i OE TNs cis aVelee dikes eed ssnepanwioawnesas eens 4,735,296 30 
ge ee ee TT ee er eee 56,704 17 
. 12,792,000 20 
Por wae 6 leit por Ooms, wtocke OF 1684 oo aos o.oo ccc eee cncese 10,000,000 00 
Exchanged four and a half per cent. stocks of 1824................. 4,454,727 95 
Exchanged four and a half per cent. stocks of 1825................. 1,539,336 16 
15,994,064 11 
NS eM lace reel iy Heh isk keh RDN R hy eae ene 68,913,541 08 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury Department, Legister’s Office, December 1, 1827. 


Amount of the debt on the Ist of October, 1826, per statement No. 3, which accompanied 

















the Secretary’s report of the 12th of December, 1826.............ccceeeeeecees $75,923,151 47 

Deduct six per cent. stock paid off, viz: 
A Oe ne ee en ne ae $2,002,306 71 
PEC ETT TT TT TL eee TTT TE TT eT eee 5,007,303 68 

7,009,610 39 

Leaves the amount on the Ist of October, 1827, as above stated................006. 68,913,541 08 
From which, by deducting the amount to be paid at the close of the present quarter. .. 1,500,163 16 
Will leave as the amount of the public debt on the Ist of January, 1828..... eT 67,413,377 92 
The public debt, on the Ist of January, 1825, amounted to.............ceeeeeeeeces 83,710,572 60 
Add four and a half per cent. stock issued since, under the act of 26th 

Le ERE EER SESSA RON av RREEU NEN EWKANE SED A CKO ROS Ons 5,000,000 00 
NE CAG Se ke dive nc baeatNnedesssGeasecanes 16 25 


5,000,016 25 








88,710,588 85 
Deduct payments of principal, viz: 


SERS TS es eg ee ee ee ny eee 7,725,034 88 
CR ee ae eee ee eee re eee ee 7,064,709 21 
In 1827, including payment at the close of the year..............6.. 6,507,466 84 


21,297,210 93 








Amount as above on the Ist January, 1828 .......0ccccccecscccccscccccsvecess 67,413,377 92 


























STATE OF THE FINANCES. 





No. 2. 


Estimated amount of Treasury notes outstanding on the 1st October, 182. 


Total amount issued, per No. 4 of last report .........cssecccssccececcecscvccveseeses $36,680,794 
Cancelled and reported on by the First Auditor ...........cccccccccccccccsccccceccess 36,669,854 
I ea ee arene bak ae 5 9 his 6 SRN SE SSS awh OAS bodepeORE OOO SRR ROR 10,940 
ee ee Ne, I IOI in sak 6 6b. 6 ba WESC aes K Wed ed ce vaw seeders $2,180 
Ee Lee eee Se ee re eT eee Serre ee 8,760 
10,940 











JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury Department, Legister’s Office, December 8, 1827. 





No. 3. 


Statement of the stock issued under the act of Congress entitled “An act supplementary to the act for the 
indemnification of public lands in the Mississippi Territory,” passed on the 3d March, 1815. 








Amount of claims awarded, per statement No. 5 of the last report........: Pawan eats $4,282,151 12 
Whereof there was paid in for lands, per said report ...........ccecce cece cececeeeces $2,447,539 393 
Payments at the Treasury to the 30th September, 1826, per said statement. $1,827,215 56 
Payments from the 1st October, 1826, to the 30th September, 1827...... 742 48 





1,827,958 04 
Balance outstanding on the lst October, 1827, consisting of certificates 

EN se va ck ECRWN SADR EASED ES CND1ERS OO SE RAR Oe CRESS 6,609 09 
CETTE TTT eee OT TT CETTE e CTT eT Tree 44 603 





6,653 69} 





4,282,151 124 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury Deparruent, Register’s Office, December 8, 182. 





Treasury Department, May 16, 1828. 


Sir: I have the honor to transmit a letter of the Register of the Treasury, accompanied by statements 
marked B and C, which were referred to in the statement marked A, annexed to the annual report of this 
Department on the state of the finances, dated the 8th of December last. Statement B exhibits, in detail, 
the duties on merchandise, tonnage, &c., and statement C exhibits the amount of tonnage employed in 
the foreign trade of the United States. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 

The Hon. the Present of the Senate. 





Treasury Departuent, Register’s Office, May 15, 1828. 


Sir: Ihave the honor to transmit herewith statement B, exhibiting the details of duties on mer- 
chandise, tonnage, &c., referred to in statement A, which accompanied the annual report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury on the state of the finances of the 8th of December last; also statement C, exhibiting the 
tonnage employed in the foreign trade of the United States for the year 1826. 

I have the honor to be, with zreat respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


Hon. Ricuarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 
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B. 


Statement exhibiting the values and quantities, respectively, of merchandise on which duties actually accrued 
during the year 1826, (consisting of the difference between articles paying duty imported and those entitled 
to drawback re-expor ‘ted; ) and also of the net revenue which accrued that year from duties on mer- 
chandise, tonnage, passports, and clearances. 


MERCHANDISE PAYING DUTIES AD VALOREM 





ee eer rrr Terre Tree rr re Te rere $603 72 
ER ne er re Tee eee 162,022 75 
I Gas TE GNSS HES 6 AANA KARR RES MDESON ASOD oO 573,706 50 
RR | er eee Te er er ere Skewiee 918,593 00 

eG oO, CO EN cee hb dh 6th eke + iN deWeENR AROS Was eee ree 4,403,028 50 
eck cacucakdibivoncnamn ci cew seme 424,849 80 
Ss «EGOS KEES EME RS RKO COOKER EOE SE REO R 1,945,201 67 

a eee ere Te ree ick uRe ses 1,164 45 

ep PS Ep aWn BS and ARSENE ed SRK REO RO 37,056 80 

es A REO Sols dct SeAN AS RRR ORR NRE SRON 170, 391 00 

35,019,524 8,636,618 19 
seteaaan $8,636,618 19 








DUTIES ON SPECIFIC ARTICLES. 


Sp errr . 2,767,893 gallons, av. 25.71 cents........ $711,790 10 
SP RAS Gd 6000004060 3 322,380. ee 43.54...do......... 1,446,559 00 

POR hitcnccencuven .13,661,639...do.. singh TU onc EEE 683,081 95 
a TTT Tee Tee Te 8, 816, 225 sities % a a | ee 3,026,140 42 

DU skide bse rmadwas 26, 449, 356...do....at 5.00...do......... 1,322,467 80 
Sg REE ree 13, 451, ee ee a ere 2,246,942 11 
DEK ra 6 SNKOen es 6400540 3,104,668. ..do....at 20.00...do......... 620,933 60 
IN 55 a aS Reka RAs ANAN REDE SERENE AACREER USCC HO 1,953,944 10 


12,011,859 08 








20,648,477 27 
Deduct duties refunded, after deducting therefrom duties on merchandise the particulars 
of which could not be ascertained, and difference in calculation................65- 14,795 51 


20,633,681 76 

















Add 24 per cent. retained on drawback............cscecscsccsecsecces $140,239 89 
10 per cent. extra duty on foreign vessels.........0ceeeeeeeeceees 18,140 94 
Discriminating duty on French vessels. ............cceccesccecces 1,067 57 
re 14,632 14 
C6 RNS Whi ine COREE REN AOR TONED ETS ENV ERS ODES 3,628 03 
eee 177,708 57 
NN i ch Cee ERT ed a Kee R MRS TORRES OES 20,811,390 33 
et Se a ncaa ena EEN b Whew weeeas $128,553 84 
NS 5.640 r Sak ROU EK Ed wie end 66d ends ER edaNsddaw ene’ 21,516 71 
fe —_—_—__——_- 150,070 55 
Passports and clearances...... reer eT eer eT Tre eet eC re ee ree ee 11,716 00 
20,973,176 88 
Deduct drawback on domestic refined sugar...........ceccceeceeceeees $2,627 57 
Deduct drawback on domestic distilled spirits............... cc cee eeee , 6,561 03 
Deduct drawback under the convention with France................+5. 30 83 
(ei oninssiinicnsaactaine 9,219 43 
ER ee cid eden a Obes S WESSELS RENTERS TRR SORES 20,963,957 45 
Expenses of collection.......... ches ciiweenenees erect Torey eer ee 715,903 15 
Net revenue. .....0..000- FAREED AED ENDER ATA EIGAA ROSES ROOD 20,248,054 30 








Explanatory statements and notes. 


1. WINES. 


ce eee 128,515 ithe May at 100 cents........ $128,515 00 
Burgundy and Champagne. . ee Wl baie sa aaa 15, 992....do.. er 15,992 00 
Sherry and St. Lucar........ re ee Te 28, 041. ze ..do. a rare 16,824 60 
MD odcuc div bbnsec ews scess 308,557. eo eee 154,278 50 
Teneriffe, Fayal, &....... BS ic htige ane i emars a a hr 66,526 80 
Se nn oS a a | re 23,165 10 
NG be nscevedccws SESEMNOSNYApee Kes oS ee | err 306,488 10 

2,767,893 711,790 10 
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2. SPIRITS. 
Pe UN, TE IE 9a 5 ose ese ccssececs 331,827 gallons, at 42 cents........ $139,367 34 
ee ee ae oe ee ee ere 7,725 15 
Pt ss dcckainnhenKsaw adie 30,908....d0.... 48..d0......... 19,153 44 
Cg PC TCT TT eT C eee ca RT. ee | rrr 3,604 12 
cag EEE TET eee s caisivel et Boo ae EERE, oT, Te 5,109 60 
Other materials, 2d proof.................. tt oo | 260,612 36 
ee NK ia Kesar wed awnene 1O06.314....00.... 49..d0....05... 421,627 08 
oth see EE TCO EBOG 208. ...@0.... 48..40. 2.00000 592,544 64 
eee ere ee ee a ae 1,659 70 
; 3,330,879 1,451,403 43 
Deduct export old spirits, 5th proof.......... i ee 4,844 43 
3,322,380 1,446,559 00 
3. TEAS. 
ee ee eee eae er 188,321 pounds, at 12 cents........ $22,598 52 
EEE eer eee ee ee ee ee ee eo a ee | ee 387,504 00 
ree ee ee eee eee ee ee ee 617,564 08 
Hyson and Young Hyson.............0.2006 eee ee oe ee 1,762,858 00 
err ee re ry ee Ter ee ee ee eee ae ee | re 232,578 50 
Extra duty on teas imported from other places 
INA thw adn ce thenekeeuenes Lesnannae san kiba ea eabnaedeh ibd dainkcin oe 3,037 32 
8,816,225 3,026,140 42 
4, SUGAR. 
ee er ee eee ene Terre 69,112,185 pounds, at 3 cents......... $2,073,365 55 
WO CMNIOE, BO. occ ccsceceveceseess ee ee eee | ee 173,576 56 
13,451,599 2,246,942 11 
5. SALT 
NE SIS 6a Fiend aen'sd0 46s e sveescvebeusese 4,267,861, at 20 cents..... ; $859,572 20 
ee LET CCCP ELECT COTTE A4,TTT 
Bounties and allowances reduced into bushels, 
at 20 cents....ccccees Wee eT ee Tee 1,148,416 
—— DRA 6 6 Be oc scveenns 238,638 60 
S206, 668... dO... cscs ccs 620,933,60 
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6. ALL OTHER ARTICLES. 





Articles. 


Quantity. 


Rate of duty. 


Duties. 





Carpeting, Brussels, Wilton, &C....seeesesseseesceeeesenececccrseceeen cscs ccceee sees VATS seuss 


Venetian and ingrain ...++++++++ cecccccccevce see cesceces cove ccccccvcscccredOveseces 
all Other..ee cecceceeeseeece ee eeceeeereeceeee eereceeee 


Ce eeeeseseresece 


Cotton bagging......+++eeeeeeees cccccvcnee cece vccccscoeces ssevee o0se seueesebeeusenen GO sescvees 


Vinegar...ccccccccececeececceseceereceescves occ cccccccccccccccceses co ccccccccces oBAONS. cece. 35, 862 
Beer, ale, and porter, bottled ......++++. cenan ease pandas card asuwsne Sebesbensee Sue ae erry es 61,880 
IM CABKS 2000 ccccccccccrccccccccccccccces Seccvccces ererrrr rer do sees 7,516 
Oil, spermaceti.......++.0+0+ seneseeaee pkesauee Seah se kwenvsabaawcnie vane th abeuwen selec waiwnee shoes Abie enanaues 
whale and other fish......... occ cccccccccccccec. coccccces rerrrr cocccccccs cece edOeccecees | 563 
Olive, in CASKS.....2s0seseee0e8 Sahai chasse silk pica nenees sesseeseeeedOveoeeese| 25,109 
NEM in chabasbabebenees wand Ssoed. whes bdunes buses sien oben ow seauheowsndens oe edOveescceeleceees boeene coon 
linseed. ...0cescccccesscsccssecees Sennscenoceccooesecs case sonssscconseaseossssosDesee sees! 137,730 
Hemp seed...esecesececeevceees o eocccccceccceces covccccccccs seteteseeeeeeseeeee dO cece eens eee ee cccccecccccs 
TAP SEED. . cess cece eeseeee teeeeeees sees cece cree ceecescceccces ececcceecceeeeessdOeeee seve iecsscsesesesceenes 
Cocoa..... bbseeesbsetwenwnpenes Te ee ccec ccc ccccccccccces pounds......| 1,646,691 
Chocolate....ecsccsccesccccccsccesscece eeeeee eoceeccccccsccescnces see ceeeeceeecenes do sensl 2, 256 
Sugar, Candy.c.coee =| va veveseee cece ee. Ceccceccccces eccecccccescccccccececceressdOvsesvees 491 
EOP TTY Tree she babe pee osne ose 0000 sebbuwahes deena ebeshae causes cows sees MIDieeesusel 1,866 
other refined .......+++ ooo ee ceen cece ccsecccccccs eee ccce cece ccvcccccsececees dO... eee 623 
Fruits, almonds .....++++eeeeee Occ ccee cece cence ccccce cece ccescccccecsesccccce cece sAOececcceet 521, 483 
55a, wabeea bain inkiuckaaueiNieisbetkesieh eT ree: Rosrxaniael 442, 419 
Sean Wii PNING 5500 jon es sos n esses ora ns: sinieieesessusasenesseweseieee’s peawOsicasisnine 141, 464 


FAIsiNS, jar ANd MUSCAtE] ..cocccccesccccccccscccscsccccccccesees 


DUET. skbabennes pebebesbeseennsasis ST ee) ate eee 


Candles, tallow.....+.+se+- o ccccrecccccccccccccsccceces coe 


Cheese...... cc ccccccescccces eee eeesecsececees cece ccccccccccccccvesceceececcesce dOvcce cece] 37,839 
SOap....seeeveee coccesceee cone cece ccccec cece cess ceccesecees teeeeeeeceens cesses eGOseeeee ies seeeeeees tees 
PMID nonin onebewssosnecenes sasbeeaene sauneeee [ubaneuees soeenns sasmaee ssaesGeaseeeMDecsssinel 272, 949 
iisehivnccns eet cnnndinns eines ean saiahs eansarhieastaxaainocts 212 


Beef and pork..... eos ccceccccees Seccccccece eee cereesceeccsee cece sec cccccccccceseeAOveescces ree eee 


Hams and bacon........ - 


Butter ....eececceescceccevess Cece cccecceece ee cecccees te eeeeeecees Cees ceecececcececs dO...0 0005 2,707 


Saltpetre, refined......... cncccccrs eccrccvccecccccccccs pessebee or ccccccvcccccccceccsdOccce cece 


Camphor, crude ......+s+e+ ee eeeeeeeecees 060000000 00040.60000 00000 960906 000008000 Osseccecee 
Fefined ...ccscccccre se eeeececeeescveveececes Ccccc cece ccccccesccecccevccee sAOeces eves 
Salts, Epsom...... bnlse pele nnn's 65 5 0i0s 0900 0101010005004 5050 54600860 vee sie see ei elseese © AO. ceccces 


Spices, Cayenne pepper...... 


BINGEL. wrescceccccees seer ee ceesceeseccccees cecccceee eeccceee oocccccevec cece coerce 
DPD a ckbs basses oyun she obese soens eau a eseeeee sh anddeewnbsncahehonsseeneeetllscen bees 
LIIONS cp uenb acne osppinnbss0555 sss s4nnse bbe¥enns 45554 becsuseubaswoseewaese dO... 
CINNAMON . .seececeers pid 0 6s ons) 09900 056508 b0006 sapaee 555400 Oh dns sons esses eens 
CLOVES ovcscee Sibeb bess w ese ee no aogs on 5 es 24000 on55sb 6 a00s sense esbees Se sesean es BOssss wenn 


CASSIA. seeseeccseeseees oo necveseeeseceece Ce ceccccece seceecescccees weccce cecedOecce cece 
Tobacco, manufactured ..... see eeeees eevccccvcsvccccccccces eccccccece seccccccceveseAOseesvcee 
Snuff .....ccceeee Sweewvebiocse Cee cece cece cccccs cece cece cece cccecccccecccces veces cccedOscccccce 
Indigo .cccccccccccccescccce Shope eebeeessaeeees Coeccccccccesccoccccconce seeps gtiDewetieses 
COtton ..200ccccccccee Seeseues cecee coccs oc eecccvecccccce cece cccccccevececccceedQecvece 
Gunpowder ......++-++ ccc ccccccccccees $95 0s 00558 o65 50188 se bo ee a0 wees nees sb esiesees saDeseseeee 
Bristles 2... ccccccccccceces cece cccccc cvs cccecccssces Core cccccccccecccsvccccccccceedOcecs vere 
Glue... cccccccccese PPTTTTTETITrITTrririrr er Tih seeeee occccccccccccccvcceccccevesedOceescoes 
Paints, Ochre, ry ....- ceccccsscvsscscsvevcvcccevercess se ccevcccccccccccscccccccccedOcees voce 

IN Oil... cccccccccvccccvesvcccccsecsess eeee ceccccecccesccecccsee cece slOvevevece 


white and red lead.......++4+ TOPeTETerrrrre rire rere rere rere rey coccvccce coeedOsceeces 
WHITING. cee eee ee coeeeeeeves 

Lead, pig, bar, and sheet..... o veces cccccccceecccens 
ShOt.cccccccce 
Cables, tarred ......see000+ ccc cceccccccccccccs 
Cordage, tarred.......++++ 
untarred .....+.. PPYOTETITETITI Terre Tree ith 

SP OVINS, MNtNTTCA VON, BEC. oo 0.0 0:0.6'5.50'00:0000.0500:00.00040000 0045 0000.0660 0000 540000000008 O.cccccee 


ewes alles sbieeen 


oissuntlOprsw esses 


000000000000 000008 Sess sehn Wh eebbesisentles an bees 


SEM bebibbbenpasnerenbnabeiescesenahsssensseesesass asec en ° Sanu ewes ecnstlOeses sees 

SEN, CIE OT NIE o osscckccewsipeons oesseebavedeses eecocces peccccccecccccccccccccdQcccccces 

RE SEE en casssksoessesess ecccccccece pocnns oss seben she se sewseenlOss senses 

EEO BINNS, SIMEON 6 oes ncn ddcsnscsiecicce span besbGenvavosses pebacehiekes seat nes eetesscsa 
REE SeeApeeoheeeasedssen bunnies ssbsaens obeb asses baeeeasssiceeens oeewneesuwGOss aes 


Iron and steel wire, not above No. 18........ 
DINE EID, BB sakes ebb crechessetoisasesssedesseoss 

tacks, brads, &c,, not above 16 OUNCES. ........sseeeesecccceeeees 
above 16 Ounces .....c.cccceee 


B00 000050560600 .006600 0060000060 680008 pounds...... 
Spe ehebeweseneetnsncen ees 
oper Miescsse 
cc cccccccccccs cece POUNdS.s..oee 


DAES cccccccce cccccccccccccccscevccsvecccececcccesccces pea 
BPIKCS . 0000 cccccccccces 
EPRURTOMINON os cscnckscsessescnproscnassseasoneccesseoes 
NMED sss caseshnesiadcnsneessabesbens baeeseess 


9 000s8Occceceee 


640M e000 bee 


ee eeeeeseesreee 


SHOPPE OHHE EEO EHE EOE HE EEE EE EEEE SEES EEE OEE OEE EEE 


Suva e ee shdeutawbesbavuctOsewssess 


pebbanenlOes aucune 


vevceEOsccecces 


; 2,561, 923 
| 
| 


pbbS beeen senkhsss aeheboeee Piknbpobsudbwsseneebeesbwse pee MObexsnnasl 


| 
| 54, 380 
‘ 618, 793 

10, 303 
1, 787,507 











479, 048 


2, 309, 296 


44,697 


7,040 
60, 887 
| 3,335 
6, 787 
137 
2,673 
10, 596 
56, 002 
651,078 
222, 404 
536, 962 
13,573 
696, 876 
27,176 
38, 441 
160, 900 
12,024 
903, 040 
5,359 
1,690, 936 
370, 843 
3,449, 825 
52, 853 

| ssnaweeeehbene bens 


} 
COCO OOOO reer eoes 


60,887 
233, 438 
128, 466 

38,230 

1,163 
161 
639,657 
218,71 
16, 400 
1,351 
191,562 

26,791 

381,294 
205 


50 


mm 
ou 


aw BRB 


— te 
ow wo 


GC kw kw Ww 


onan 


9 


Saawakh® 


Oeeees cesees recs 


seeeseoecseescses 


eeeeesccessccces 


5 


-_ 
mem tO oO 


eeeceeeeeecccces 


250 


reek aoanaon 








BE Pn knusicnkssn esos ppebshbeosbssesans 


EEE Pe ee Tee Tee paOissecsss 


1,508 


$27, 190 00 
154,698 25 
2,060 60 
67,031 52 
2,868 96 
12,376 00 
1,127 40 
84 45 
6,277 25 
34, 432 50 
32,933 82 
90 24 

58 92 

223 92 

62 30 
15,644 49 
13,272 57 
5,658 56 
14,371 44 
102,476 92 
69,278 88 
9 90 

2 64 
3,405 51 


sleseeee seeeerseceses 


1,340 91 
135 35 
211 20 

4,870 96 
402 60 
Q71 48 
20 55 
53 46 


eee eeee Coe ee eases 


2,649 00 
14,000 50 
52,086 24 
13,344 24 
32,217 72 

1,357 30 
104,531 40 

815 28 
3,075 28 
4,827 00 

601 20 
9,030 40 

80 38 

67,637 44 

3,708 43 
68,996 50 

1,849 85 


seca seeeeerserenre 


3,044 35 
11,671 90 
15,415 92 

1,529 20 

46 52 
402 50 
31, 982 85 
19,689 84 
820 00 
67 55 

9,578 10 

1,071 64 
11,438 82 

8 20 





5 


1,508 00 
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENTS AND NOTES.—Continued. 
| | | 
Articles. | Quantity. | Rate of duty. | Duties. 

} | 

| | | 

—_——_ | 

| | 
Jron aANChOrs....seseeseee Sa Wal nets vies oe viele asewseiaiewcclee steve sedeedet exte teeters OMe ese 67, 452 2 | $1,349 04 
MROUR ccpsecechesetvesbss saranate CCDC eRESAOS ODS NOS SENS CA RUDERERM CRT OE OO EeS dO. eeevees| 445, 946 2 | 8.918 92 
Dackamiths’ hammers... .....0ssccescsssssesecsecsccssscccccsscssscsssescessssMOsses seve] 14, 593 2 364 82 


-_ 
a OH 


Castings, VESSEIS Of.....cesccccecccevesececcecs oceceee oc ceccccccccsces eccccccces dO... 60 eee} 445, 392 
OMET iss sesesassacoss Kapa awtaewarssmunasteret sacs Saacceeat se ApeeeesesdOunsscase] 630, 396 


6,680 88 
1 6,303 96 
round and braziers’ rods.....ccseeeseeves oon cece cccevcccccce coos sactccsenis ceseeelOsaccccuel 409, 179 } 3 12,275 37 
nail and spike rods.........+ aieieciiorasenresGewsieeweers or ee sae Seciessabawe gems ODeccccneel 395,595 | 3 11,867 85 
sheet ANd hOOPscecscccccccccccccccccccccscccccccccccccccccc ccs ccccsces cscs cessdOseee cece! 2, 243, 526 | 3 67, 305 78 
PUGS ZORUU so sgiis/sswuisiseciecismie sna abs Coelec sees aeinieeeee NOCH OCROS aibiaieloaisige sieve On caceses 8, 006 3 240 18 
PiGe ree ccvecececccccccvccvcues oc eeee eee vecees seen cece cece ceeccens cece cccceees CWL. coeeee j 35, 769 17, 884 50 
DAP, FONCH oiscccccsccccsecess Soccdccesocesscesceesooss aigiciataininesiodintna elses neustilevee carve 79, 316 | 150 118,974 00 


wo 
= 5 


MAMMINGLED 053 345)si00ies'c.0.00's ses seoess cccveeeecnesecved se0sceessesesessceeeAOssssones| 385,095 | 90 346,585 50 
Steel.....+6- ieiasle eWwnNisleseen canes Rab aewa sion eaiale eaacmawes Piatswusasnes peacnaes BOvcscenel 15, 727 100 15,727 00 
Hemp .eceeeceees oe ccccccce pausenes eae cree wenn MawdisN beaesees ewes pueseee siesaivinnewed dO. see cece! 72,451 75 126,789 25 
RIPiTh cis oa ibise wise wibinisigisie wie saw neds «sete (nia, 6 d.ceeies Da Uucaee ead sak weRe eas elemec~ueeaeecleress eel 4 250 10 00 


COPPCrAS. os eesecceeeecseceesecverecesccseesceees oO cecccccccccccecccces cece ccccce oc cshOcccevees | 4, 536 200 9,072 00 
Wheat flour.......... cbiclorsiaraeaawiv ia cles ne iclowisawe eds sWaeedeunseeereswss saivereseoecas AO seecees al 39 CO 50 19 50 


OR users benaxesen ise eniieeee sani aaaaieeé eked bushels...... | 1,012, 092 6 60,725 52 
SE aici erirenisaa nevi narncbbuensenensieasent iiceieiasinaae din scokeapepedinaael Miissisass | 1,157 95 | 289 25 
ci siiseitannces seebntneetns inaenbais SiR Hebb xakecun neni iscniies 12,759 1 | 1,275 90 
POtALOES ce recccccerccceccccecccsesecceseccsses cesses eseresseseneeees se seeeseeseeees dO... .e eee 67,177 10 6,717 70 
Paper, folio ANd QUATTO POSE. .... ce eeeecceececeecensececcesccssescesesesecerceseessPOUNAS see 4 4,772 20 954 40 

LOOIBCAP:. ciccccccvecccccccccccsesecvcces paid, dialp eietecdsinerontwale seccsesesece Sosisias delay ais wiaive'| Meme oenee cane edew legewaiemesaeeeesccuesdeeateuweeees 


PINTING... eee eeeeee ee eeccccccccece Sssitwseesocasie corre cccsceccccccess oe cecccece AO. csrceee 1,548 10 | 154 80 


sheathing.......+0- 0000 ccceveccce cece absee oecees cS SCD >See hao clas ones vosenUUaees cscs 9,119 3 273 57 
PIDs Geis sonics se odasiawcwese es cescucsteteninesecess cestoeeeasee pels vsierelsiesllOiamevaaeis 40, 396 15 6,059 40 
Books, printed previous to 1775.... .sseeee ec ccc cece ccc cece ce 0000 ce 0000 es 0000 05e ce sdOecce cece) soccer coccce C0cces| cece cece cccc cece! coccce cecces cecces 


in Other languages .....vecccesccccccccececes Cecreeccecccos $00:00:0000 006e0000esEOocccceoe 111,236 4 | 4,449 44 


Latin and Greek, bound ..scecccecccsccesvcescecsvecscssececcccsces secs esses dees vans 7,941 15 1,191 15 
EN{DOMTONSacioses cans ecedloceieeneeseaeenecceseseecnecsia aecucdOuseveaes 2,761 13 | 358 93 

all other, DoUNd 2... cccccsccccvccccce: coccscees 900 000s cccces cecencccccccs 000d. ces cece 9, 859 30 2,957 70 
si pilinca nda encinebiiscnuincsicinien sien ceens seoreseunkvncallaiicenns 40,708 2% | 10,584 08 

Glass, cut, and not Specified... ccccceccescccccsccsccs cecsccsecocs 000+ 00000000 seceesdOecee ces 23, 341 3 700 23 
all Other.....secees eee See > 01000660000 srccnene cseecccescss cceccces cocses ccccesdOccce see: 911, 828 2 18,236 56 
apothecaries’ vials, not above 4 ounces..... 06s 6 S00cde 060060 cc0cesc0es 005s ces GONG eseess 5, 144 100 5,144 00 
NOt ADOVE B OUNCES .ocsecoccesscccereveresssvesvevesscesessA0rovevees 497 125 | 621 25 

bottles, not above 1 quart.cc.sesccecccccccecccecccevccececssececsss sess seseessdOsees ses: 24,576 200 49, 152 00 
NOt ADOVE 2 QUAFIS see oe- coe covcecerecceccecsesscssssesssessecces ssssdOseeevees 459 250 | 1,147 50 

NOt QHOVE 4 QUATIS. ccccsccccceccccccecse coccee sooecescdecccess sccecEOscoccess 22 300 | 66 00 


Window, NOt Above 8 by 10. crccceceecccecccceeesececcsesceccsesscevees 100 Sq. fECtoosee. 767 300 | 2,301 00 
NOt AVOVE!10 DY 12\; <.;5/s0ceesidesesensincaoneveceseee cosswncivesecwescrO0sosciens 441 350 | 1,543 50 
IIT iiisw sitins ns tints time sass saseninemnaceasanesacncens Bincien- 2, 961 400 11,844 00 

UNCULE, iN PlALES.... cece veccersccescecscceccccsecesere sess ever eess cesses ss sesedOvees sees 264 400 | 1,056 00 

| 





GeMijOhs .......eccccccccccccvcreccccees soccceevescces seve sccecs cece cess NUMDELsssees 60,088 25 15,022 00 
Fish, dried Or SMOKCd... . ccccccccccccs cocccccecccs eves cvescecccses cece sees cece QUiNtalSsseee. 605 100 | 605 00 
A siskcineecpinnitonn ecanidte Rak eehetsccninenininiinnncetns Minas 1,889 200 | 2,978 00 
MACKELE]...ceccccccccccccrces cess covcccecsccesseveesrsee cece sees cece cece veesdOsecs cece 89 150 } 133 50 
All Other..cecescccccccccvccecce covcsevcceessecscesess cess reese cess cece sees cee: Aleceeceee 234 100 | 234 00 
Shoes and slippers, silk..... be Coven cere vcce vere seeeee cere eee cece sees ecee sees cece PAITS. ween 1,042 | 30 | 312 60 
PTUNE]IC..2.cccce cocccccccs covccvccceccceee sees cevcescecess cece cece cee cesccedOvecc cece 1,068 | 25 267 00 
Teather, men’s, RCrsseeeeecee cocecscerececceeeeecces cesses senssevecs esse seeedO rene eese| 3,843 | 25 960 75 
ChIIdreN?S .. cece cocces cocccccesecscecccccs ceeees cess cccceseee voce cece cece ceeedOeeee coos OLED, TE TORE Men enn T= 
Boots and DOOtCES...seee cece cevecereseseceers ccccccccc deve ccccccceccccce cece sees seers: veces. 151 150 226 50 
PIRI era stciais ac yodn'y oie we Osa Voais sucaia's's odietorars oie de sisiauiswalesene hnasel-coesesusccens per Mesese. 15,617 250 39,042 50 
Playing Cards o00ccccccceccccccces cece ccccce cece cece ence cece cecees cece tees cecces ces PACK sooees 1,354 30 406 20 
WRRMBIG GUC Kiana cio este csnpiieseaceie sb) sels eeas-eniceeneebee6 vues shoes .n0t.ccckscpheCORvcdees Q 200 4 00 
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1063, 127 43 


Castor oil, 59 gallons, at 40 Cents. ecccccccce coccccccce cece ccceccesccsece scccescccece $23 60 
Candles, tallow, 15,371 pounds, at 5 CeNnts..,secessesseseeceeees ececcecceccees eoccee 768 55 
Hoap, 16,277 pounds, at 4 COMB... vccccciccccccsesecccccetocs voccccccccesscccoceces 731 08 
Beef and pork, 202,299 pounds, at 2 CeNnts....cccccceccccscccsssssssece sescessssses 45044 58 
Mace, 10,149 pounds, at Gl.ccecsescccccrcccccccecccccccsccsccesccscccscccccscceses 10,149 00 
Nutmegs, 3,655 pounds, at 60 cents ......cccccecee sovccccccccececessecsccsesescess 25193 00 
Snuff, 471 pounds, at 12 cents ....ccecscccscccsecceccce eee C600 cocccccccscceccesces 56 52 
Cables, tarred, 55,891 pounds, at 4 CeNts...ccecesecsccccsc-cecceccees sssssvsecceees 252935 64 
Cordage, tarred, 205,322 pounds, at 4 CENtS .....seeeecreccencescecescsscccccecessecs 8219 88 
UMBRCIBs ADU AE LOU s cs.scicieie Ge sseieisccisiaisserees seseenibeseesceesiecesiecesseseeces: 277 50 
Paper, 445,194 pounds, at 17 cents....seeee cesses cccsencccsecseccssesses sesssssess 759682 98 
Books printed previous to 1775, 8,054, at 4 Cents... cccececececscceccece sevcecer secs 322 16 
Shoes, children’s, 670 pairs, at 15 Cents ....seeeeccsesccees secsecsccces cesses cecess 100 50 
Hempseed oil, 4,074 gallons, at 25 cents .ecececeeees coccecccccecccecscscccccccccccss 15018 50 
a CONNER O278 QI AE COIR « oinss ceeses cess ccensecesenesee- sseaceesesse 366 84 


| 
Deduct excess of exportation over importation— | 


109, 183 33 





1,953,944 10 
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C. 


Statement exhibiting the amount of American and foreign tonnage employed in the foreign trade of the 
United States during the year ending December 31, 1826. 


American tonnage in foreign trade..........seceeece secre ee eceecnesccoenees Oone.... 910,635 
Foreign tonnage in foreign trade..............seece eee e cece cece eens eeeenees tons.... 120,716 
Total tonnage employed in the foreign trade of the United States............. 1,031,351 

Proportion of foreign tonnage to the whole amount of the tonnage employed in the foreign 
I ah a So rd ak erie hanes pene wish Sa RN EM eae WA 11.7 to 100 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury Department, Register’s Office, May 15, 1828. 
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AGAINST INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 14, 1827. 


Resolutions in relation to the Tariff Policy and Colonization Society, unanimously adopted by the Agricultural 
Society of St. John’s, Colleton, South Carolina, on the 11th of July, 182. 


The Agricultural Society of St. John’s, Colleton, impressed with the importance of the present eventful 
national crisis, believing that a revolution in the policy of the Government is about to be attempted, which, 
if successful, will array one branch of industry against another and engender incurable sectional feuds, 
thereby endangering the perpetuity of the Union, alarmed at the doctrines which have so often and 
deliberately been avowed on the floor of Congress in relation to the domestic institutions of the southern 
States, they would be recreant to their high and imperative duty as patriot citizens not to proclaim their 
explicit and undisguised opinion. 

They believe that capital should be allowed to seek the most profitable channels, and that every 
pursuit ought to be free to compete in the grand career of human effort; they believe that the interest of 
agriculture, commerce, and manufactures, can best be promoted by the want of, rather than by, Con- 
gressional interference; and that, if either agriculture or manufactures should need the fostering aid of 
law, it is within the unquestionable competency of State legislation to effect that purpose by prudent and 
judicious disbursements from the State Treasury; they believe that, as long as the constituent members 
of the confederacy are permitted undisturbedly to adopt and to be governed by their own schemes of 
domestic policy; as long as the General Government revolves in its obviously constitutional sphere of 
action, so long shall the people of these United States be free, happy, and contented. 

The present political situation of this country presents the anomalous aspect of 11,000,000 of citizens 
suffering under oppressive and insulting exactions to relieve the imaginary wants of as many hundred. 
Shall this state of things continue? Shall the interest of the yeoman and the merchant be forever 
tributary to the interest of a privileged order, created, it is true, by the operation of law, but not the 
less disgusting and odious on that account? Shall the southern planter humbly kiss the rod which 
chastens him? Shall he tamely submit to an anticipated system of taxation which in one momentous 
respect will bear exclusively on his capital? If not, then the period is rapidly arriving when it shall 
become him practically to prove that allegiance and protection are convertible terms. Influenced by these 
considerations, this society adopts the following resolutions, viz: 

Resolved, That the creation of a manufacturing system by Congress is to protect the industry of one 
class of the citizens at the expense of all the rest, and to impose an indefensible and onerous tax on the 
consumer. 

Resolved, That the present unexampled depression of the staple articles of the southern States is 
mainly to be ascribed to the operation of the tariff of 1816 and 1824. 

Resolved, That the woolens bill was a wanton attempt to sacrifice the permanent welfare of the 
country on the shrine of a moneyed aristocracy. 

Resolved, That the domestic policy of the southern States is not a legitimate topic of discussion for 
Congress. Those States believe themselves competent to self-government, and that they, and they alone, 
understand their true interest. 

Resolved, That the Colonization Society aims a destructive blow at the whole property of the southern 
agriculturist. 

Resolved, That Congress is not constitutionally empowered to extend to it its protection. Any attempt 
to attain that object would be impolitic, unjust, and a dangerous exercise of authority. 

Rssolved, That the corresponding secretary be directed to transmit a copy of the foregoing resolutions 
to each of the Senators and Representatives in Congress from this State, accompanied with instructions 
to the delegate from this district to bring the resolutions to the view of Congress at an early period of 
its session. 

JOHN R. MATTHEWES, President. 
Eruraim M. Seasrook, Sen., Recording Secretary. 
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AGAINST THE INCREASE OF DUTIES ONIMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 14, 1827. 


To the honorable the President and members of the Senate, and to the honorable the Speaker and members of the 
House of Representatives, in Congress : 

The undersigned, citizens of Fairfield district, in the State of South Carolina, in the exercise of a right 
secured to them by the Constitution, respectfully approach your honorable bodies with an expression of 
their sentiments, the result of mature reflection, on the measure pursued by the General Government, for 
several years past, of increasing the duties on the importation of articles of foreign growth and manu- 
facture, and especially upon the proposed measure of raising, to the point of exclusion, the tariff on coarse 
woolen manufactures. Your memorialists, if they could be persuaded that the increase of the tariff 
already made and in contemplation were rendered necessary by the exigencies of the Government, and 
effected with a single view to the support of public credit and supplying the National Treasury, however 
inconvenient it might be to them in the present season of pecuniary embarrassment, would forbear to 
complain, and yield without remonstrance to the measure, Your memorialists confidently appeal to 
history and to facts within the recollection of your honorable bodies for the truth of this declaration. But 
your memorialists cannot misunderstand the real motive of the increase of the tariff; they are well aware 
that the purpose of revenue is entirely out of view; that, in truth and in fact, such increase is made, and 
intended to be made, for the purpose of giving aid to the efforts of those individuals who have ventured 
to speculate in the chances of bettering their condition by abandoning their accustomed pursuits and of 
engaging in the establishment of manufactories. Your memorialists have little hesitation in expressing a 
decided opinion that the encouragement of this or any other speculation, by raising the imposts, is not 
within the constitutional competency of your honorable bodies. And they are constrained to express their 
surprise that the first clause of the eighth section of the first article of the Constitution should be resorted 
to and relied on for a sanction to a course of policy subversive of equal rights, imposing unequal burdens, 
and calculated to produce a violent change in the habits, manners, pursuits, and occupations of the people. 
If that article is subjected to such a construction, it may fairly be construed so as to authorize any 
measure, from the most visionary to the most ruinous, that can be conceived of. No limit can be assigned 
to the power of Congress, nor security claimed for the rights reserved to the individual States and to the 
people. The federative character of the General Government is destroyed; it is, to all intents, a consoli- 
dated Government, and the boasted omnipotence of Parliament is centred in the National Councils. The 
absurdity to which such a construction irresistibly tends is proof positive against its correctness. The 
words “general welfare,” considered in connexion with the whole clause, imply nothing more than that 
money may be collected by taxes, duties, and imposts, and that, when collected, the same shall not go to 
the use of any particular State, but to the Government of the Union; they are declarative of a right to 
the money so levied, limit the amount to be collected, and contain a general direction as to its application. 
It is only by breaking up the sentence and destroying its symmetry, literally by garbling the sentence, 
that the assumed power can be drawn from those prolific and portentous syllables. But, should the 
sentence be forced to read that ‘Congress shall have power to provide for the general welfare,’ your memo- 
rialists conceive that the subsequent clauses declare what the general welfare is, and limit the power to 
certain specified objects. They would contend that the whole of the sentence should be taken together, 
that its symmetry be preserved, and, if the words “ general welfare” necessarily contain a grant of power, 
it must be some power or powers strictly analogous to the power of paying the “national debt,” and 
providing ‘‘for the common defence.” Your memorialists would suggest to your honorable bodies that, as 
the power of raising money in the manner pointed out in the clause referred to belonged previously to 
the States, to be applied to their individual use, the words “general welfare” might have been, through 
abundant caution, inserted for the purpose of showing that, for the future, the proceeds were payable into 
the National Treasury, and were subject to appropriation to general objects indicated in the Constitution, 
notwithstanding the same should be levied at a particular port or in a particular State, Your memorialists 
would further suggest to your honorable bodies that the harmony and consistency of a great plan of 
Government, of a particular form and decided character, portrayed in a written Constitution, ought not to 
be practically affected because of the admission of two words of supposed doubtful import; but, on the 
contrary, the true genius of the Government ought to be preserved inviolate on every principle of fair 
construction, even at the expense of those words. The first clause, section eight, empowers Congress to 
raise money; and, it is presumed, there cannot be a bona fide exercise of that power for any other purpose 
or with any other view whatever. If Congress can exercise a power given to supply the Treasury for 
the purpose of building up a system of domestic manufactures, Congress may exercise it, not with a view 
to supply the National Treasury, but to empty and impoverish it. So, if Congress, under the third clause 
of the eighth section, should exercise the power of regulating commerce with foreign nations, not for the 
purpose of promoting a free commercial intercourse with foreign nations, but for the purpose of annihi- 
lating foreign commerce, the same mischief and the same absurdity would result. The expectations of the 
States, in granting those powers, would, in either case, be wholly defeated, and their interests, tangled 
in the wiles of legislative subtility, must necessarily suffer. 

_ Your memorialists are persuaded there is nothing in the Constitution which the ordinary rules of 
interpretation are not sufficient to elucidate. They see nothing mysterious in the magnificent outline of 
our free and equal Government, illumined with the splendor of the great virtues and the great talents 
exercised in its formation. The darkness imputed to it, and which has been imagined a safe cover for 
projects the most ambitious, results from efforts to wrest from their proper signification, their evident 
import, the plain English words in which it is most happily expressed, forgetful that common sense 
admonishes against the assumption of authority not clearly given, and that common law in its wholesome 
Jealousy of prerogative inclines rather to a limitation of power than a construction calculated to give it 
amplitude and extent. Your memorialists are deeply impressed with apprehensions for the future 
happiness of the American Union, unless all assumptions of power by unnecessary implication be 
forthwith disclaimed and discontinued. Should the National Legislature, instead of applying to the 
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people for power, consider itself vested with the rights pertaining to a convention, and take power 
whenever it may deem the same expedient, without regard to the letter and the obvious meaning of the 
Constitution, all the evils that the worst enemies of our happy form of Government have maliciously 
anticipated and predicted may speedily affect our most vital interests. 

Your memorialists consider the increase of the tariff for the purpose of protecting domestic 
manufactures a measure most erroneous on principles of national policy. In the partial or total exclusion 
of foreign commerce, in the impoverishment of the agricultural class, in the prostration of one section 
of the country to another, the natural fruits of such a measure, consequences to them the most disastrous, 
appear unavoidable. No reasonable objection can exist to the establishment of domestic manufactures 
in any part of the Union. No evils are anticipated from them if self-sustained. The citizens of this 
Republic are free to invest their capital according to the dictates of their discretion, and to give to their 
enterprise and industry such direction as they may deem most comportable with their true interests, 
Individuals are the best judges everywhere, whether the existing state of things will justify any 
undertaking, and whether it is likely to be prosperous and productive. The success of every speculation 
should rest on the judgment, skill, and capital of those who engage in it; and it is, at best, an act of 
impolitic interference whenever the rulers of a country attempt to calculate for private citizens and 
endeavor to operate on their accumulations by legal provisions. Such intrusion into private pursuits 
may promote the interests of a few, but always at the hazard of great injury and injustice to the many. 
In providing for the welfare of particular persons, or of a particular class, the Government is chargeable 
with a departure from its proper character as the common benefactor of a whole people, and takes an 
attitude which indicates a disregard to the great duty of strict impartiality. The equality between 
citizens of the same country is destroyed, and one portion are rendered tributary to and dependant on 
another. That the increase of the tariff for the purpose of fostering domestic manufactures will operate 
unjustly and unequally is evident. It is intended, by destroying competition from abroad, to enable 
domestic manufacturers to command higher profits on their productions than they otherwise could do. 
Their prices will be raised in proportion as the law gives countenance to their cupidity; and the difference 
between old and new, the natural and protected prices, is so much money extorted from the planting 
interest without an equivalent. It is, in fact, calculated to have all the effect of a tax upon the planters, 
to make up the capital of and compensate for want of skill in the domestic manufacturers; to enable the 
domestic manufacturers to prosper without deserving it, or to bear the losses incident to a rash and 
improvident investment of their means. Every cent which they receive in this way is so much wrested 
from the planting class, who are the chief consumers, and who are subjected to the humiliation of seeing 
the gains which they have honestly acquired transferred, by the magic of enactments, into the pockets of 
those who grasp at it contrary to every dictate of honesty. Your memorialists seriously object to be 
rendered the lawful prey of the domestic manufacturers, whose avarice of unearned wealth is insatiable. 
They object to be forced to pay them large sums in bounties on domestic productions, or, what is the 
same thing in effect, to be subjected by law, for the benefit of the manufacturers, to a high penalty for 
the exercise of honest industry in their accustomed avocations. Your memorialists also seriously object 
to be made to assume the character of assurers for the ultimate safety of their manufacturing brethren. 
If the manufacturers have miscalculated their means and rushed unadvisedly into a ruinous business, your 
memorialists, not previously consulted by the adventurers, free of any pledge of pecuniary support, without 
any claim secured to them of a share of manufacturing profits, ought not, in justice, to be held responsible 
for any losses incident to the speculation. The increase of the tariff, as it will eventually exclude all 
foreign productions, which your memorialists understand to be the perfection of the system called, in 
mockery of their rights and wants, “the great American system,” will necessarily amount to a prohibition 
on the planting class from purchasing where they can purchase cheapest, so it will have the effect of 
prohibiting the planting class from selling their productions to the best advantage. If the merchandise of 
foreign countries is excluded from our markets, the productions of the planter, which are his merchandise, 
will be excluded from a market in those countries. An immense proportion of the mercantile business 
of the world is carried on in barter and exchange. Commerce must therefore grow languid or altogether 
cease where the natural course of trade is altered or interrupted. Those who are not allowed to sell are 
deprived of the ability as well as the disposition to purchase. An expectation, therefore, that an intercourse, 
devoid of reciprocity and not equally convenient and advantageous to all parties engaged in it, can be 
durable or long profitable to either has no foundation in an enlightened acquaintance with commercial 
affairs. Equally extravagant is the notion, propagated with much assiduity by the advocates of restric- 
tive measures, that the domestic manufacturers will supply the planting class with as safe and profitable 
a market as they have heretofore found in foreign countries. It must be a wild miscalculation that the 
foreign countries with which we have the greatest intercourse have lost any portion of their wonted 
foresight, or that our dexterity has overmatched their vigilance. Proof is entirely wanting that the 
Governments of those countries have grown insensible to the dictates of self-esteem, and that the love of 
gain has ceased to inspire mercantile enterprise with its almost invincible energies. That the boasted 
American system is considered there with intense interest; that its features, its movements, its hopes, 
and aspirations, are watched with great jealousy; that the means of counteracting its effects will be 
seized upon with eagerness and exerted with perseverance is not to be questioned. Other portions of the 
earth will be rendered capable of supplying, to the consumers of southern productions, the great staples 
on which your memorialists depend for support; and the wealth which, but for exorbitant imposts, would 
continue to float on the Santee, the Savannah, and the Alabama, will find its way to the Nile, the Indus, 
and the Orinoco. An active demand for our productions will soon cease abroad, because of the opening 
of new channels of trade, and the foreign commerce, in which the planting class are essentially interested, 
will be finally cut off by a wide system of retaliatory measures. Such a course may be certainly calcu- 
lated on, because it seems the dictate of common prudence, the desire of self-preservation, and those 
feelings of pride which belong to all men and to all Governments. In proof that the apprehensions of 
your memorialists are not groundless, that arrangements are in a regular train of accomplishment to 
render all dependence for supplies on the southern parts of the Union unnecessary, your honorable bodies 
need but advert to the appalling fact that, while the great staples of the south are lying heavily on the 
hands of the merchant and factor, productions of the same kind, and even inferior in quality, are sought 
for with avidity in remotest India, in wretched Egypt, and in the recently emancipated regions of South 
America. Should the tariff be raised to the point demanded by the untiring advocates of that measure, 
your memorialists are at once subjected to a train of evils of most serious magnitude. A home compe- 
tition will be too feeble to insure the requisite application of labor and skill in the production of domestic 
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manufactures, or to regulate the prices of articles of prime necessity to the planting interest. A greater 
evil will exist in the lack of that active and steady demand for the staples of the south, which will allow 
reasonable profits to the grower, so that, in fact, the manufacturers will make to suit their own conve- 
nience, sell at such prices as they may think proper to demand, and purchase on their own terms so much 
of the raw material as they may have occasion to use. Your memorialists have seen nothing, as yet, in 
the conduct and character of the domestic manufacturers to warrant any other conclusions. With an utter 
recklessness of the rights of others, with a capacity for profits next to infinite, your memorialists have 
seen them combining, moving in fearful concert, projecting schemes of aggrandizement, and clamoring 
for advantages which the first principles of morals should teach them to look for in honest industry, well 

ersisted in, and not in a system of laws calculated for their especial accommodation. Your memorialists 
ask leave to draw the attention of your honorable bodies to an additional topic, of more than ordinary 
importance, and well entitled, in their opinion, to your most serious consideration. The value of property 
everywhere depends on its productiveness; when planting capital ceases to yield its natural profits a 
depreciation in value is the natural consequence. Barrenness now threatens to succeed the rich and 
flourishing agriculture of the southern portion of the Union. Emigrants from abroad are no longer 
tempted to adopt it as their permanent home; and many citizens, by birth, are looking with deep interest 
to distant lands, where the rewards of industry may be more certain, and an opportunity enjoyed of 
escaping from oppressive exactions. The increase of the tariff, in all probability, will, among other evils, 
have the effect of deranging the ratio of physical strength and political consequence between different 
parts of this great Empire. Your memorialists have carefully sought, with a perfect openness to convic- 
tion, for the grounds on which the restrictive system can constitutionally rest; it is neither discoverable 
in the history of our country, detailing the causes which prompted the call of the Federal Convention, and 
assigning the motives for the adoption of the great charter of our liberties, nor in the expositions of 
eminent statesmen concerned in the formation of the Constitution, nor in the letter of the Constitution 
itself. Our ancestors were proudly jealous of State sovereignty; they yielded with a sparing hand the 
smallest portion of the essential attributes of sovereign power. In granting powers they were even over- 
cautious in recording the reservation to themselves of those not granted.. They were filled with the great 
ideas of equality of rights, equality of duties, equality of burdens. The Constitution, so guarded and so 
guarding, was the American system of a splended period in the annals of freedom. In the restrictive 
system, based on novel doctrines, and persisted in for alarming ends, your memorialists perceive, with 
grief, a flagrant violation of the very genius of our Government. Neither are your memorialists sensible 
of the great good which may result from that system as a measure of policy. In anticipation of a distant 
period, when a dense population, a scarcity of land, accumulation of capital, and cheapness of labor, shall 
naturally invite to manufactures, the system attempts to perform the work of nature and time by opera- 
tion of law, and is committing havoc on one class of the community, laying waste one quarter of the 
country for the exclusive benefit of another, in no conceivable point of view less interesting or less 
deserving. From its ruinous example, from its crying injustice, from its blighting and demoralizing 
tendencies, your memorialists, with honest and confiding bosoms, appeal to your honorable bodies. They 
repose a manly trust in the wisdom and saving goodness of the National Legislature. They believe that 
the insinuations of interest cannot always silence the sacred voice of the Constitution nor repress its 
divine spirit. They believe that the Representatives of a great people, though they fall into error, cannot 
persist long in a mistaken policy. They call the attention of your honorable bodies to the momentous 
subject of their grievances, looking with a deep interest and a firm reliance on the efficacy of constitu- 
tional means, and no other, for their speedy redress. They earnestly pray that a revision of the tariff may 
be made with a view solely, and in perfect good faith, to the purposes of revenue; that it may be so 
arranged as to fall with exact equality upon every citizen of the Confederacy; and that every advance of 
imposts, with a view of promoting domestic manufactures, be totally repealed. Should a woolens bill be 
introduced at the ensuing session of Congress with any other object than the laudable one of reducing the 
present burdensome duties on the importation of foreign woolens, your memorialists insist that the same 
be rejected; and that, in the rejection of that bill, and in the revision of the tariff adapting it to the wants 
of the Treasury, the same may be seen, to the nation and to the world, to proceed from a high and holy 
regard for the Constitution. Such a course, your memorialists are pursuaded, would be a rendering to 
the Constitution the homage which it merits, and manifesting a due sense of its pre-eminent obligation and 
its inappreciable worth. An example so impressive will not be lost. Whenever the Legislature of a 
great people are seen to bow to the violated genius of their Constitution, that Constitution acquires 
additional sanctity in the eyes of all men, and a brighter hope arises that its blessings will be perpetuated 
to the end of time. Your honorable bodies are now presented with an opportunity of sanctifying the only 
policy which can safely conduct to the fulfilment of the destinies of our Republic—the policy of preserving, 
protecting, and defending the Constitution; of insuring justice, and of maintaining a free intercourse with 
all nations—a fruitful source of wealth, of knowledge, and of civilization. And your memorialists cherish 
the hope and prefer their prayers that it may not pass unimproved, 

By order of the meeting. 

, D. R. EVANS, Chairman. 


R. T, Nort, Secretary. 
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DUTY BONDS AND BONDS FOR VALUE OF GOODS IN CASE OF FORFEITURE. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 14, 1827. 


Treasury Department, December 12, 1827, 


Sir: Ihave the honor to transmit herewith the opinion of the Attorney General in the case of 
Thaddeus Laughlin, obtained in compliance with the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 
3d of March, 1827, and to state that, in further compliance with the said resolution, the necessary 
directions have been given to suspend the process of execution against the said Laughlin until the close 
of the present session of Congress. 

The documents received with the resolution are also transmitted. 

I have the honor to remain, with the highest respect, your most obedient servant, 


RICHARD RUSH. 


Hon. ANDREW STEVENSON, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





Orrice oF THE ArrorNEY GENERAL OF THE Unitep Srates, Jlarch 29, 1827. 


Sir: I have examined carefully the petition of Thaddeus Laughlin, with the documents accom- 
panying the same, submitted by you for my opinion “as to the legal liability of Thaddeus Laughlin, 
under a judgment recovered against him in favor of the United States in the District Court for the 
northern district of New York,” and I have been able to discover no solid ground on which his legal 
liability under that judgment can be questioned. 

The grounds on which the petitioner questions his liability under that judgment are two: 

1. That the duty bonds on which the judgments were rendered were to be obligatory only on the 
condition that the goods which had been libelled for forfeiture should be restored to the claimant; whereas 
they were condemned. 

2. That the suits upon the bonds were protracted until the principal obligor and the co-security 
became insolvent, which the petitioner considers as a legal absolution to him, 

In the first ground the petitioner is mistaken in the fact. The duty bonds were not dependent on the 
condition of the acquittal or forfeiture of the goods, ncr was the amount of the duties included in the 
stipulation given by David A. Ogden, this stipulation being only for the estimated value of the goods, 
The duty bonds were, therefore, entirely distinct from the admiralty proceedings; and the claimant having 
had the goods delivered to him for sale as if he had been the regular importer, the duties were due 
whatever might be the fate of the admiralty proceedings. The 89th section of the collection law offered 
to the claimant the option to suffer the goods to remain in the custody of the admiralty until the decision, 
or to take them out and treat them as his own, on the conditions prescribed by that section. These con- 
ditions were, that he should give bond in an amount equal to the appraised value of the goods, and also 
produce a certificate from the Collector that the duties had been paid or secured ; of the bond for the appraised 
value the court takes possession; and the section provides that, if judgment shall pass in favor of the 
claimant, this bond shall be cancelled; but it makes no correspondent provision, in that event, either for 
refunding the duties if they shall have been paid, or cancelling the duty bonds if they shall remain 
uncollected. My opinion, therefore, is, that the duties, if paid, and the duty bonds, remain totally unaf- 
fected by the decision on the libel. 

2. As to the protraction of the suits, it has been so often decided as to have passed into a settled 
law, that no laches can be imputed to the Government; and that no voluntary forbearance, either to 
institute or press a suit against the principal, can discharge the sureties. 

The documents are returned. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


WM. WIRT. 
Hon. Ricuarp Rusu, Treasury Department. 





Treasury Departugnt, January 11, 1827. 


Sir: In compliance with the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 5th of May last,* 
referring the petition of Thaddeus Laughlin to the Secretary of the Treasury, and instructing him “to 
procure from the Collector of the district of Oswegatchie, in the State of New York, and from the Attorney 
of the United States for the northern district of the State of New York, a statement or statements of the 
facts, transactions, and proceedings touching the matters set forth in the said petition, and particularly 
an explanation of the delay in prosecuting the suits by the United States against Benjamin W. Hopkins 
and Roswell Hopkins, and the petitioner to final judgment and execution, and make report thereof, 
together with such other facts or explanations as the said Secretary may deem material, at the next 
session of Congress, and that the Secretary of the Treasury be instructed to cause the execution process 
against the said petitioner, for the debt and costs of the judgment mentioned in the said petition, to be 
suspended until the 3d day of March next,” I have the honor to state that letters were addressed to the 
Attorney of the United States for the northern district of New York, and to the present and former 
Collectors of the district of Oswegatchie, and a copy of the resolution and petition therein referred to 
transmitted to each of those gentlemen, with a request that they would make report to the Department, 


* See documents herewith. 
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in as full a manner and at as early a period as practicable, “of all the facts, transactions, and proceed- 
ings, touching the matter set forth in said petition,” accompanied by such remarks and explanations as 
they might deem in anywise material or pertinent to its subject-matter. 

Answers have been received to each of those letters, and copies thereof are herewith transmitted, 
marked A, B, C, D, and E, and contain all the information in relation to the case of the petitioner that it 
has been in the power of the Department to procure. 

A copy of a letter addressed by the Agent of the Treasury to the Attorney of the United States for 
the northern district of New York, marked F, is also transmitted. 

The documents received from the House are herewith returned. 

I have the honor to remain, with the greatest respect, your obedient servant, 


RICHARD RUSH. 
The Honorable the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





May 5, 1826. 


The Committee of Ways and Means, to whom has been referred the petition of Thaddeus Laughlin, 
report: 


That they have considered the case, which appears, by the statement of the petitioner, to be one of 
considerable hardship; but the committee deem it unsafe to act finally upon the subject without affording 
to the officers of the United States an opportunity of making an explanation of the principal facts relating 
to the transaction. The committee, therefore, beg leave to recommend the adoption of the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the petition of Thaddeus Laughlin be referred to the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
that the said Secretary be instructed to procure from the Collector of the district of Oswegatchie, in the 
State of New York, and of the Attorney of the United States for the northern district of the State of New 
York, a statement or statements of the facts, transactions, and proceedings touching the matters set forth 
in the said petition; and particularly an explanation of the delay in prosecuting the suits by the United 
States against Benjamin W. Hopkins and Roswell Hopkins, and the petitioner to final judgment and 
execution; and make report thereof, together with such other facts or explanation as the said Secretary 
may deem material, at the next session of Congress; and that the Secretary of the Treasury be instructed 
to cause the execution process against the said petitioner, for the debt and costs of the judgment men- 
tioned in the said petition, to be suspended until the third day of March next. 

(See report of Committee on the Judiciary, House of Representatives, made the 25th of February, 
1829. ) 





A. 


District Atrorney’s Orricr, Utica, June 9, 1826. 


Sm: Your letter of the 16th ultimo, enclosing a copy of a resolution of the House of Representatives 
of the United States relative to the petition of Thaddeus Laughlin, together with a copy of that petition, 
and requesting me to make report to you of all the facts, transactions, and proceedings touching the 
matters set forth in said petition, &c., has been received by me. 

It appears from papers and entries in the office of the clerk of the District Court for this district, and 
from papers in my office, that, in the fall of the year 1814, eight trunks of dry goods and one bundle of 
dry goods were seized by Alexander Richards, Esq., then Collector of the district of Oswegatchie, as for- 
feited to the United States, and that said goods were libelled in the District Court for the district of New 
York, (the whole State then constituting but one district,) on the 28th day of October, in that year. The 
libel alleged the seizure to have been made “on waters navigable from the sea by vessels uf ten or more tons 
burden.” Upon this libel a monition issued returnable at the city of New York on the 28th day of Novem- 
ber, 1814, and which was returned as duly served by the marshal. There is an endorsement on the office 
copy of the libel in my possession, but at what time or by whom made does not appear and is unknown 
to me, that the goods were condemned and a sale ordered on fifteen days’ notice. It appears, however, 
that at the May term of said court, 1815, an answer and claim were filed on behalf of one Benjamin W. 
Hopkins, for himself and one Gilbert Smissoult; and that, at the same term, on motion of N. Williams, 
Esq., as proctor for the claimant, certain persons were appointed to appraise said goods; and it was 
ordered that the goods should be delivered to the claimant on giving the usual bond in such cases, 
executed by himself and David A. Ogden, Esq. The bond not having been executed, a rule was made by 
the court, on the 8th of November, 1815, that said goods should be sold by the marshal within six weeks 
unless bonded. Upon this rule a venditioni exponas was issued, to which the marshal returned, bonded, 
&c. Said Benjamin W. Hopkins and David A. Ogden having executed said bond on the 15th day of said 
November, and on that day said Benjamin W. Hopkins, together with Roswell Hopkins and Thaddeus 
Laughlin, executed to the United States three bonds—one of which is conditioned to pay, on or before the 
15th day of May, then next, $550, or the amount of duties to be ascertained on certain goods, wares, and 
merchandise, entered by said Benjamin W. Hopkins, (meaning, as I understand, a part of the goods above 
mentioned.) The ascertained duties are noted upon this bond at $508 34. Each of the other of said 
bonds is with a like condition, except the sum stated in each is $275; one of them being payable on the 
15th day of August, 1816, and the other on the 15th day of November, in that year; and the ascertained 
duties are noted upon each at $254 17. Such is the origin of the bonds in question, so far as my informa- 
tion extends. ; 

I cannot ascertain that any further step was taken in the prosecution of said libels, or that either of 
said bonds was prosecuted previous to the division of this State into two judicial districts. On the 18th 
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of April, 1816, the State having been so divided, the libel and all proceedings thereupon were certified 
from the Southern into the Northern District Court, and, on the 12th July, 1817, a stipulation was entered 
into between the then Attorney for the United States for the northern district of New York and the proctor 
for the claimant, that the testimony of witnesses taken in said cause before Commissioners should be read 
and admitted in evidence on the trial of said cause; and, on the 16th of May, 1822, another stipulation 
of which a copy marked A is hereto annexed, was entered into between the then Attorney for said district 
and said proctor. 

In July, 1817, three suits were instituted on the bonds above mentioned, and on the 26th day of Jan- 
uary, 1821, the default of the defendants for not having plead in said causes was entered, and, at January 
term, 1822, a rule for judgment final in each of said causes was entered, but the amount due was not 
ascertained or any judgment record filed. It also appears that N. Williams, Esq., had given notice that 
he was attorney for the defendants in said causes, but by whom employed or why he omitted to plead in 
said causes, if he supposed they could be successfully defended, is entirely unknown to me. 

Such was the situation of the prosecution for the condemnation of said goods, and the three suits on 
the bonds, when the papers came to my hands in the spring of 1823. At that time the testimony relative 
to said goods had not been taken by the Commissioners, and I was informed by Mr. Sutherland, who 
preceded me in this office, that he had agreed with the attorney for the defendants in the suits on the 
bonds to suspend proceedings in said causes until the prosecution for the forfeiture of said goods should 
be determined. 

The testimony was not completed and returned by the Commissioners until December, 1823, and 
being put into the form of a case, as agreed upon by the stipulation of 16th May, 1822, the cause was 
noticed for a hearing at the ensuing January term. Being obliged to leave court and return home in 
consequence of indisposition, I was unable to bring on the argument at that term. It was, however, 
brought on at the ensuing May term, and the counsel who, on that occasion, appeared and opposed the 
condemnation of said goods insisted that the judge (notwithstanding the stipulation) should omit to 
decide upon the controverted matters of fact, and should refer such matters to the determination of a jury. 
At the ensuing August term, his honor, the judge, suggested that he should decline to decide such matters, 
and that a feigned issue must be made up and tried by a jury, but without any distinct explanation of the 
points which should be embraced in such issue. 

Having ascertained from the depositions that the goods were not seized on waters navigable from the 
sea by vessels of ten or more tons burden, and therefore that it was not a case of admiralty jurisdiction 
to be tried exclusively by the court, but one (aside from the stipulation) in which matters of fact could 
alone be decided by a jury; the judge also having declined to act under that stipulation, and the claimant 
not only being dead but the claim and answer in reference to a common law proceeding being entirely 
informal, it was deemed most prudent, and indeed as the only course which gave a chance for success, to 
apply for permission to amend the libel, (see 8th Wheaton’s R., 391, T’he Sarah,) and to strike out the 
claim and answer. A motion to that effect was made at the next term, (January, 1825,) and a rule, of 
which a copy, marked B, is hereto annexed, was granted. Of that rule due notice was given, and no oppo- 
sition being made, the goods, at the ensuing May term, were condemned, &c. 

A notice of a motion to be made at the then next August term for judgment on the bond of the 
surety (David A. Ogden) was given; but that term falling through by the death of the then judge of the 
district, the notice was renewed and the motion heard during the last January term, but was not then 
decided. 

In the vacation preceding that term Mr. Hopkins, the late Collector above mentioned, had written to 
me urging that judgments should be perfected upon the bonds in question and executions issued, and 
informing me that although Mr. Laughlin was reputed to be a man of property, yet, if he should be 
apprised that executions were about to issue, he might dispose of his property to evade the collection, 
and intimating very distinctly that the debts would be hazarded by further delay. 

Unwilling to do anything which should contravene a stipulation of my predecessor; not being entirely 
satisfied whether that stipulation contemplated a stay of proceedings upon the bonds not only until the 
goods should be condemned or acquitted, but also until the question as to the liability of David A. Ogden 
upon his bond should be determined; desirous, if possible, to avoid any loss to the Government by the 
delay, and presuming, at all events, that it could not have been expected when the stipulation was entered 
into that the ability of the_signers of the bonds would be impaired, during the delay, so as to put their 
ultimate collection in jeopardy, I concluded that it was in all respects correct and proper, under the cir- 
cumstances of the case, to perfect the judgments and have a levy made so as to secure the amount, and 
then such indulgence might be given in the collection as, upon the whole, should be deemed correct. 
Judgments were accordingly docketed for the ascertained duties, as noted on each bond, and interest from 
the time they respectively fell due, executions issued, and a levy made, as stated in the petition. 

Having, in the meantime, ascertained from the marshal that the judgments were, probably, secured 
by the levy, I wrote to the Comptroller of the Treasury at Washington, on the 27th of February, stating 
that I presumed the judgments were so secured, and advising that proceedings should be stayed 
until a decision was had upon the motion then pending for judgment against the surety, David A. Ogden, 
and asking him if I should take that course. To this letter I received no answer from the Comptroller, 
but the Agent of the Treasury, by letter of the 13th of March, directed a suspension of all proceedings on 
the executions until the 4th of March, 1827, on condition that the costs should be forthwith paid. Of this 
order I advised Mr. Laughlin by letter of the 20th March. Thus the causes rested until I was directed 
by the Agent of the Treasury, by letter of the 8th ultimo, to stay proceedings, unconditionally, until the 
3d of March next, and of which I wrote Mr. Laughlin on the 16th. It may be proper to add that, at the 
last May term of the District Court for this district, the motion made at the January term for judgment 
against David A. Ogden, on his bond, was refused, and substantially, according to my understanding of 
the opinion, on the ground that the bond being given in reference to the particular prosecution then 
pending, by way of libel on the admiralty side of the court, the responsibility of the surety could not be 
extended to embrace the case of a condemnation of the goods upon. an information on the common law 
side of the court; that the amendment of the libel, by striking out the words on waters, &c., had affected 
a radical change in the character of the prosecution, making it, instead of an admiralty, a common law 
proceeding, and in substance equivalent to the commencement of a new suit, and in reference to which 
the bond could not be construed to have been given. 

Assuming this determination to be correct, and it is not only unnecessary, but would ill become me, 
in this manner, to call it in question, it will be seen that the only chance which the United States have 
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for realizing anything in relation to these goods, is upon the judgments. Whether it would be equitable 
to enforce these judgments against Mr. Laughlin, under these circumstances, is undoubtedly with great 
propriety referred to the determination of Congress. 

There are various facts alleged in the petition, such as the pecuniary circumstances of the Messrs. 
Hopkins at and subsequent to the giving of the bonds; that Mr. Laughlin did not personally employ an 
attorney in the causes; that he rested easy, supposing the bonds had been cancelled, &c., of which I have 
no knowledge or information. Nor have I any information relative to the fact stated in the petition, that 
the bonds were taken for double the amount of the duties. The petition is the first and only intimation I 
have received upon that point; I am, however, very well satisfied that Benjamin W. Hopkins died in 
insolvent circumstances, and that Roswell Hopkins is now unable to pay anything. 

I observe the petition states that the goods were ordered by the judge to be redelivered to the claim- 
ant on his giving bonds for the amount of the goods condemned and not returned, and bonds for the duties 
if they should be restored to the claimant. And upon this view it seems to be inferred by the petitioner that 
the bonds “ were not due, and consequently no interest could accrue until after a trial and the goods 
should be released.” It is also intimated that the judgments, on this ground, are irregular. This I ap- 
prehend is entirely incorrect. The bonds are in the usual form, payable at the times above stated, and do 
not refer to any such contingency as is stated in the petition, nor can I ascertain that any such order was 
ever made by the court. Such an order, indeed, would have been altogether unnecessary, and probably 
irregular, for the act of Congress (3 vol., 222, sec. 89,) in such cases requires the duties to be paid or 
secured in like manner as if the goods had been legally entered. 

I have thus, sir, given you as full and minute a statement as I can suppose necessary, and as is in my 
power to furnish, of all the facts, transactions, and proceedings touching the matters set forth in the 
petition. It is of greater length than I could have wished; at the same time, it appeared to me, in all 
respects, necessary, in order to a just understanding of the merits of the application, that the history of 
the transaction, from its commencement to the present time, should, in all respects, be complete. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your very obedient servant, 
S. BEARDSLEY. 

Hon. Ricnarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 





DISTRICT COURT OF THE UNITED STATES, NORTHERN DISTRICT. 


EIGHT TRUNKS AND ONE BALE OF DRY GOODS, BENJAMIN W. HOPKINS CLAIMANT, US. THE UNITED STATES, 


Atpany, May 16, 1822. 

Ist. It is agreed that the affidavit of William Bayard, jr., one of the copartners of the mercantile 
house of LeRoy, Bayard, & Co., of the city of New York, tending to show the national character, present 
and former residence of a certain Gilbert Smissoult named in the claim filed in this cause, may be read in 
evidence upon the trial thereof, when sworn to before William P. Van Ness, Esq., judge, &c. 

2d. That the parties may produce and read, as originals, certified copies of any letters or papers 
heretofore transmitted from the Treasury Department, and purporting to have been directed to Alexander 
Richards, late Collector of the district of Oswegatchie, subject to any objection to which the originals 
would have been liable. 

3d. That Aaron Hackley, Esq., the Commissioner appointed by the parties to take the testimony in 
this cause, may proceed to take what is not already taken, upon giving eight days’ notice of the time and 
place of taking such testimony to Alexander Richards, Esq., late Collector of the district of Oswegatchie, 
and to David A. Ogden, of the county of St. Lawrence. 

4th. It is agreed that the claim heretofore filed by Benjamin W. Hopkins, without oath, (by an arrange- 
ment with a former District Attorney of the southern district, where the libel was originally filed,) shall 
be deemed and taken to be of the same validity as if sworn to by him. 

Lastly. That the testimony which has already been or may be hereafter taken in this cause may be 
opened by the clerk of this court, and copies thereof furnished to either party requesting the same; and 
the proctors will make a case founded on said testimony, which shall be submitted to the judge of this 
court for decision, whose decision thereupon shall be considered, and have all the force and effect of a 
judgment of this court, subject to a suspension, as is customary in libel cases. 

JACOB SUTHERLAND. 
N. WILLIAMS. 





B. 


THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA US. EIGHT TRUNKS OF DRY GOODS AND ONE BUNDLE OF DRY GOODS. 


Fesrvary 4, 1825. 

On reading and filing affidavit, &c., and on motion of Mr. Beardsley, Attorney for the United States, 
ordered, that the libel filed in this cause be amended by striking out the words “on waters which are 
navigable from the sea, by vessels of ten or more tons burden,” and that the claim and answer of Benja- 
min W. Hopkins (he being dead) be stricken out; and that, unless some person or persons, as the repre- 
sentative or representatives of the said Benjamin W. Hopkins, appear and claim said eight trunks of dry 
gouds and one bundle of dry goods at the next term of this court, and put in a claim and plea thereto, 
with the usual security, that said eight trunks of dry goods and one bundle of dry goods be condemned 
as forfeited to the use of the United States. oon 

It is also ordered, that the said Attorney of the said United States serve a copy of this rule on 
Nathan Williams, the proctor of said Benjamin W. Hopkins, deceased, within twenty days. 
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District or Osweeatcuir, Port of Ogdensburg, June 20, 1826, 


Sir: On my return recently from a journey I had the honor to receive your letter, under date of the 
16th ultimo, enclosing “a copy of a resolution of the House of Representatives of the United States, 
passed on the 5th May, in relation to the petition of Thaddeus Laughlin, together with a copy of said 
petition ;” and have now the honor to state that I have never had the possession of the bond in question, 
nor any knowledge of its existence, nor, of course, of any of the facts connected with its prosecution. 

From having formerly acted as a Commissioner to take testimony in the libel suit for forfeiture, of 
the United States vs. Eight Trunks, &c., of Goods, in which Benjamin W. Hopkins was claimant, I had 
reason to presume that such a bond had been given under the collection law. 

The bond was executed while my predecessor, Alexander Richards, Esq., of Madrid, in this count 
(St. Lawrence,) was in office, and has never been delivered over to me. My possession of the office 
commenced on the 24th April, 1821. 

As it was not in my power to furnish the answer to the inquiries of your letter above referred to, 
and as I did not conceive it entirely proper for me to dispossess myself of the letter and enclosures 
which you had officially sent to me, I thought it most advisable to transmit fair copies thereof to Judge 
Richards, my predecessor, at the same time expressing my expectation that he would furnish the informa- 
tion required by you, in pursuance of the aforesaid resolution. 

Permit me, however, sir, to suggest that his performance of this duty may possibly be hastened by, 
or perhaps depend upon, your addressing him directly upon the subject. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, your obedient and humble servant, 


AARON HACKLEY, Collector. 
Hon. Ricnarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. : 





C. 


District Atrorney’s Orrice, Utica, October 12, 1826. 


Sir: In the report which I had the honor to make to you on the 9th of June last, touching the matters 
set forth in the petition of Thaddeus Laughlin, I stated that certain goods therein named were libelled, in 
the fall of 1814, in the District Court of the district of New York. This was a miscake ; the libel was filed 
in the District Court of the southern district of New York, after the State had been divided into two 
judicial districts, although it is entitled as a proceeding in the District Court of the district of New York. 
This error had escaped me until within a day or two since. By an act of Congress of 9th of April, 1814, 
(see 4 vol., Laws U. S., 679,) the State was divided into two judicial districts, the southern and northern, 
and a District Court organized in each. These courts, by their organization, were clothed with the 
ordinary jurisdiction of such courts ; and by the ninth section of the judicial act of the 24th September, 
1789, District Courts are vested with “ exclusive ” original cognizance of all seizures within their respec- 
tive districts. The act of 9th April, 1814, it will be observed, annihilated the District Court of the district 
of New York, the Southern and Northern District Courts being substituted in its stead. 

The seizure of the goods in this case was made in October, 1814, after the State had been so divided 
into two districts ; it was made in the county of St. Lawrence, and in the northern district. The Northern 
District Court, therefore, had exclusive cognizance of the seizure. The seizure was also made on waters 
not navigable from the sea by vessels of ten or more tons burden ; it was, therefore, a case of common 
law, and not of admiralty jurisdiction. 

But the libel was, in fact, filed in the District Court of the southern district of New York, although 
entitled in and on its face appearing to be a proceeding in the District Court of the district of New York. 
The monition was also directed to the marshal of the district of New York, and was made returnable in 
the District Court of the district of New York. At this period there was no such court in existence, and 
the Southern District Court bad no jurisdiction in the case—the seizure was not within its limits. The 

. bond of David A. Ogden, as surety for these goods, also follows the error in said libel, and refers to a 
prosecution in the District Court of the district of New York—a court not in existence. 

How these errors arose, or how at that time they could escape the observation of counsel, is more 
than I can explain; in my opinion, however, the whole proceedings in the Southern as well as in the 
Northern District Court in relation to the condemnation of the goods have been without jurisdiction, and 
utterly void. 

The prosecution against these goods was, in its inceptions, peculiarly unfortunate. 

1. The Northern District Court had exclusive jurisdiction of the case ; but the libel was filed in the 
Southern District Court. 

2. It was filed in the Southern District Court, although entitled in, and on its face appearing to be a 
proceeding in the District Court of the district of New York. 

3. It was filed as a libel in an admiralty case, although, in fact, it was a common law proceeding. 

4. The proceedings were certified from the Southern District Court to that of the Northern District, 
as having been instituted in the court of the district of New York, although they were, in fact, instituted 
in the Southern District Court. 

The act of 3d April, 1818, (6 vol., 270, sec. 50,) authorized proceedings in causes which had arisen 
within the limits of the northern district of New York, and which had been instituted in the former District 
Court of the district of New York, to be transferred to the court of the northern district. 

This, however, had not been in the court of the district of New York, but in that of the southern 
district, a court which had no jurisdiction in the case. 

I do not know that this explanation is material in relation to the petition of Mr. Laughiin. The 
bonds for duties were given voluntarily, and may, in law, be valid, although the proceedings against the 
goods themselves were void. If I am correct in the opinion that the latter are void, it is entirely clear 
that the United States will realize nothing from these goods unless upon the bonds for duties. 
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May I request to have this letter considered as a part of my report upon the petition above - 
referred to? 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
S. BEARDSLEY. 
Hon. R. Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 





Twappincton, November 21, 1826. 


Sm: Pursuant to the resolution of the House of Representatives and your letter of the 29th June last, 
I have the honor to submit a statement of the facts in relation to the petition of Thaddeus Laughlin. In 
1814 Benjamin W. Hopkins illegally imported into the district of Oswegatchie a large amount of goods; 
they were seized and immediately reported to the District Attorney, in New York, the only law officer then 
appointed, or with whom the Collector could correspond, as there was no attorney, marshal, or clerk in the 
northern district, nor was the Collector apprised of the district being divided. The goods were libelled, 
and a default ordered against them at the first District Court for the northern district. The counsel actin 
for the District Attorney, on the request of Hopkins, consented to waive the default, and Hopkins then 
preferred a claim to the goods in behalf of Gabriel Smissourt, a native of Hamburg. The court further, in 
pursuance of the 89th section of the law of March 2, 1799, for the collection of duties, at the request of 
Hopkins, ordered the goods to be appraised and delivered to him on giving the security required by that 
section, and paying or securing the duties. This was done; and from that time every obstacle was thrown 
in the way of a trial by the claimant. The cause was repeatedly noticed for trial. I procured the 
attendance of witnesses at Utica at great expense; but the trial was postponed on the application of the 
claimant or his surety. We at length obtained a commission, and the testimony of the witnesses were 
taken in this district and returned to the court, when all attempts at defence were abandoned and the 
goods condemned, I have at all times urged a trial, as I was fully sensible the goods must be condemned 
ifa trial was had. Notwithstanding the condemnation, the surety claims to be exempt from his bond for 
the value on legal ground, and the decision of the District Court has been in his favor. I should mention 
that the gentlemen who appraised the goods appear to have estimated their value, as in the case of lost 
invoices, for the estimate of duties; for, when Hopkins came to enter them, he wished to have the duties 
estimated on the appraisal; and when the invoices were produced, as the Collector insisted, they exceeded 
the appraisal by a considerable amount. Mr. Laughlin misunderstands or misrepresents the order of the 
court in this case, and appears to think that the payment of the duties depended on a contingency—the 
acquittal or condemnation of the goods; whereas the duties should have been paid when they became due. 
At that time I delivered the bonds to the District Attorney, with a request for their speedy collection. 
In reply to this request, as often as repeated to the District Attorney, I have been informed that the 
counsel for the defendant objected to judgments being entered on the bonds till a trial was had upon the 
goods. Mr. Skinner, the District Attorney when the suits were commenced on the bonds, appeared 
unwilling that any decision should be entered by him, as judge of the court, on questions in which he had 
acted as the attorney, &c. 

Mr. Laughlin states in his petition that the duties secured by these bonds were doubled. The same 
duties were charged upon those goods as upon any other entered at the same time. In relation to the 
solvency and responsibility of Hopkins, I would state that, when he came to give the same bonds to which 
Mr. Laughlin is a party, he was informed that he could be admitted to no further credit on bonds for duties 
at the custom-house until he had cancelled two bonds then due for duties on a previous importation. To 
do this he gave his draft on a merchant in Utica, where he represented he had funds, endorsed by 
Gouverneur Ogden and Chaney Rice, the sureties on the bonds. The draft was returned protested, and the 
endorsers were compelled to pay the judgments; the remaining bond was prosecuted, and the same sureties 
had to pay the judgment obtained. Roswell Hopkins, whose property is represented as “large and unin- 
cumbered,” was embarrassed by his engagements for B. W. Hopkins, and finally ruined by them, so as to 
be unable to pay Messrs. Gouverneur Ogden and Rice as he had promised, or to secure Judge Ogden, the 
surety for the goods. 

On the facts contained in the above statements few comments are necessary. The delay, which 
appears so remarkable in this case, must be attributed to the insufficiency of the court for the northern 
district for several years, owing to the state of the health of Judge Tallmage, who was appointed to preside. 
That the claimant, B. W. Hopkins, and his sureties have used all efforts to prevent a decision on the goods 
until compelled to by the return of the commission for taking the testimony. The bonds for the duties 
(although perfectly distinct) were, by the arts of the claimant, made to abide the event of a decision on 
the goods. 

Mr. Laughlin, in one part of his petition, complains that he was persecuted before a decision upon the 
goods in 1816; and in another laments the delay of prosecution. Mr. Laughlin, when he signed these 
bonds in 1815, well knew that B. W. Hopkins had been, during the war, and was engaged in extensive 
mercantile business, some of which was hazardous and contrary to the laws of his country; in other words, 
was a speculator and a smuggler. When arrested he ought to have seen that the bonds were paid, and 
not relied on the assurance of Hopkins that he would see them cancelled. By law a moiety of the proceeds 
of all goods forfeited accrues to the Collector who makes the seizure. In his account of liquidated bonds 
for the last quarter of 1815, these bonds were charged him, and credited, by direction of the Comptroller, 
in the same account for the second quarter of 1816, to be accounted for in account of “fines and forfeitures.” 

Should the prayer of the petition be granted, the following is the result: The illegal importer obtained 
the goods, worth $5,000; the surety for the goods is exempted, by the decision of the District Court, and 
the Collector loses not merely his portion of the goods, but the large expenses in seizing, and securing, 
and prosecuting, through every difliculty, to condemnation, goods, of the forfeiture of which there never 
could be a question. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your very obedient servant, 
ALEX. RICHARDS. 
Hon. Ricuarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 
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Wasntneton, December 16, 1826, 


Sir: Since I last had the honor of addressing you on the subject of Mr. Laughlin’s case I have had 
a conversation with Mr. Ira Collins, who was my deputy and attended to the execution of the bonds, and 
is witness to them. He says at the time Mr. Laughlin signed the bonds he must have suspected Mr. 
Benjamin W. Hopkins’ circumstances, as he refused to sign them until he was secured. All the parties 
were present, that is, B. W. Hopkins, Roswell Hopkins, and Mr. Laughlin. After scme conversation the 
three left Mr. Collins and retired to another room, as Mr, Collins supposed (and it was stated) for the 
purpose of arranging the security. After they returned, Mr, Laughlin observed he was satisfied, and 
signed the bonds. Mr. Collins further says, from what passed he has no doubt Mr. Laughlin was satis. 
factorily secured at the time; if he has released it, it is his own wrong. He cannot now pretend B. W. 
Hopkins was then “in good and solvent circumstances,” or that he had no reason to suspect his solvency, 
As represented in Mr. Laughlin’s petition, it may be said his is a hard case, but not harder than many 
others who become surety where the principal fails. 

Should the marshal be directed to collect the executions, I would beg leave to suggest the expe- 
diency of appointing an agent to purchase in the property for the United States. I believe there may 
be sufficient property to pay all the executions; yet, should it be sold for cash in the present scarcity of 
money in this country, I doubt whether it would sell for one-quarter of its value, and the United States 
would receive little or nothing. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your very obedient servant, 


ALEX. RICHARDS. 
Hon. Ricnarp Rusu, Esq., Secretary of the Treasury. 





F. 


Treasury Department, Fifth Auditor’s Office, May 8, 1826. 
Sir: In consequence of a resolution of the House of Representatives of the United States, passed 
May 5, 1826, in relation to the petition of Thaddeus Laughlin, I have the honor to request that you will 
suspend further proceedings for the debt and costs of the judgment obtained against him and others 
until the 3d day of March next. 
1 am, &c., 
S. PLEASONTON, Agent of the Treasury. 


Samvet Bearpsiey, Esq., United States Attorney, Utica, New York. 





Northern District or New York, ss. 

I, Richard R. Lansing, clerk of the District Court of the United States of America for the district 
aforesaid, having inspected the records of my office, do find there remaining a certain judgment record, 
in the words and figures following, to wit: 


District Cocurr or THE Unirep States or AMERICA FOR THE NortHERN District or New York. 

Pleas before the judge of the District Court of the United States of America for the northern dis- 
trict of New York, at the city of Albany, in said district, of the stated term of January, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-six. 

Witness the Hon. Alfred Conkling, judge of said court. 


R. R. LANSING, Clerk. 


Nortuern District or New York, ss. 
The United States of America put in their place Samuel Beardsley, their attorney, against Roswell 
Hopkins and Thaddeus Laughlin, survivors, &c., in a plea of debt. 


Nortuern Districr or New York, ss. 
Roswell Hopkins and Thaddeus Laughlin, in their own proper persons, at the suit of the United States 
of America, in the plea aforesaid. 


Nortnern District or New York, ss. 

Be it remembered, that on the second Tuesday in July, in the term of July, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and seventeen, before the judge of the District Court of the United States of 
America for the northern district of New York, at Utica, in said district, come the said United States of 
America, by Roger Skinner, then their attorney, and brought into the said court, before the judge thereof, 
then there, their certain bill against Benjamin W. Hopkins, Roswell Hopkins, and Thaddeus Laughlin, in 
custody, &c., of a plea of debt, &c., which said bill follows in these words, to wit: 





Nortuern District or New York, to wit. 

The United States of America, by their attorney, complain of Benjamin W. Hopkins, Roswell Hop- 
kins, and Thaddeus Laughlin, defendants in this suit, in custody, &c., of a plea that they render to the 
said United States of America the sum of one thousand dollars, which they owe to, and from the said 
United States unjustly detain. For that whereas the said defendants, on the fifteenth day of November, 
in the fortieth year of the independence of the said United States, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
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eight hundred and fifteen, to wit, at Oswegatchie, in the northern district of New York, by their certain 
writing obligatory, sealed with their seals, and to the said District Court for the northern district of New 
York now here shown, the date whereof is the day and year aforesaid, acknowledged themselves, by the 
name and description of Benjamin W. Hopkins, Roswell Hopkins, and Thaddeus Laughlin, of the town 
of Hopkinson, in the county of St. Lawrence and State of New York, to be held and firmly bound, jointly 
and severally, unto the said United States of America, in the said sum of one thousand dollars above 
demanded, to be paid to the said United States when they, the said defendants, should be thereunto after- 
wards requested, which said writing obligatory was and is subject to a certain condition thereunder 
written, whereby it is provided that if the said Benjamin W. Hopkins, Roswell Hopkins, and Thaddeus 
Laughlin, or either of them, did, on or before the fifteenth day of May next ensuing the date of said bond, 
well and truly pay, or cause to be paid, unto the Collector of the Customs for the district of Oswegatchie, 
for the time being, the sum of five hundred and fifty dollars, or the amount of the duties to be ascertained 
as due and arising on certain goods, wares, and merchandises, entered by the said Benjamin W. Hopkins, 
as imported in two canoes from Canada, as per entry dated the day of the date of the said obligation, 
then the said obligation was to be void, otherwise to remain in full force and virtue. And the said 
attorney, on behalf of the said United States, in fact, says that, after the making of the said writing 
obligatory, to wit, on the first day of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
fifteen, at the district of Oswegatchie, in the northern district of New York, aforesaid, the duties due 
and arising on the said goods, wares, and merchandises, so entered and imported by the said Benjamin 
W. Hopkins as aforesaid, were ascertained to amount to the sum of five hundred and eight dollars and 
thirty-four cents, current money of the United States, of which the said defendants, on the same day and 
vear, and at the place last aforesaid, then had notice. 

Nevertheless, the said United States, by their attorney aforesaid, in fact, say that the said Benjamin 
W. Hopkins, Roswell Hopkins, and Thaddeus Laughlin, or either of them, did not, on or before the 
fifteenth day of May next ensuing the date of the said bond, pay, or cause to be paid, nor have they, or 
either of them, hitherto paid, or caused to be paid, unto the Collector of the Customs for the district of 
Oswegatchie, the aforesaid sum of five hundred and fifty dollars, or the said sum of five hundred and 
eight dollars and thirty-four cents, being the amount of duties ascertained to be due and arising as 
aforesaid, or either of them, or any part thereof, although often requested so to do, to wit, at the place 
aforesaid, contrary to the form and effect of the said condition of the said writing obligatory. 

By means of which said premises the said United States have sustained damages to a large amount, 
to wit, to the amount of one thousand dollars; whereby an action hath accrued to the said United States 
to demand and have of and from the said defendants the said sum of one thousand dollars above 
demanded. Yet the said defendants, although often requested so to do, have not, nor hath either of them, 
as yet, paid the said sum of one thousand dollars above demanded, or any part thereof, to the said United 
States; but to pay the same, or any part thereof, to the said United States have hitherto wholly refused 
and still do refuse, to the damage of the said United States of one thousand dollars, and thereof the said 
attorney, on behalf of the said United States, brings suit, &c. 

And now, at this day, that is to say, on the last Tuesday of January, in the term of January, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-six, until which day the said defendants had 
Jeave to imparl to the declaration aforesaid, and then to answer the same before the said court, at the city 
of Albany, in the said northern district, come the said United States of America, by Samuel Beardsley, 
their attorney; and the said attorney, on behalf of said United States of America, suggests and shows unto 
the court here, that since the exhibition of the bill in this cause, that is to say, on the first day of December, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-five, the said Benjamin W. Hopkins, one 
of the above named defendants, departed this life; but inasmuch as the said action survives against the 
said Roswell Hopkins and Thaddeus Laughlin, the said attorney, on behalf of said United States of 
America, prays that said cause may proceed against said Roswell Hopkins and Thaddeus Laughlin; and 
said Roswell Hopkins and Thaddeus Laughlin, although solemnly demanded, come not, but make default, by 
reason whereof the said United States of America remain therein undefended against the said defendants; 
wherefore the said United States of America ought to recover against the said defendants so much of said 
debt as is due, according to equity, &c. And it appearing to the said court now here by the premises 
aforesaid, &c., and by due proof, &c., that eight hundred and four dollars and seventy cents of the debt 
aforesaid are due to the said United States of America, according to equity, and that the said United 
States of America ought to recover the same, &c.; and the said United States of America, by their said 
attorney, freely here in court declaring that they will not further prosecute said cause for the recovery of 
the residue of said debt over and above the sum last aforesaid: 

It is considered by the said court that the said United States of America do recover against the said 
defendants their said debt to the sum of eight hundred and four dollars and seventy cents, so due as 
aforesaid; and also fifty-four dollars and seventy-eight cents for their costs and charges by them laid out 
and expended in and about the prosecution of their said suit, by the court now here adjudged to the said 
United States of America, and with their assent. And the said defendants, in mercy, Xe. 

Judgment signed February 6, A. D. 1826. 

A. CONKLING. 


[Endorsed. ] 


Northern District Court of New York: The United States of America vs. Roswell Hopkins and 
Thaddeus Laughlin. Judgment recorded. S. Beardsley, United States Attorney. No. 1. 
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Filed February 6, 1826. 


All which I have caused by these presents to be exemplified. — 
In testimony whereof, I have hereto affixed the seal of the said court, this fourth day of April, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-six, and of the Independence of the said 


[4.8] Tnited States the fiftieth. 
R. R. LANSING, Clerk. 
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Norruern District or New York, 8s. 

I, Richard R. Lansing, clerk of the District Court of the United States of America for the district 
aforesaid, having inspected the records of my office, do find there remaining a certain judgment record, in 
the words and figures following, to wit: 

Disrrict Courr or THE Unirep Srates or AMERICA FoR THE NortHerN District or New York. 

Pleas before the judge of the District Court of the United States of America for the northern district 
of New York, at the city of Albany, in said district, of the stated term of January, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-six. 


Witness the Hon. Alfred Conkling, judge of said court. 
R. R. LANSING, Clerk. 


Norruern District or New York, ss. 
The United States of America put in their place Samuel Beardsley, their attorney, against Roswell 
Hopkins and Thaddeus Laughlin, survivors, &c., in a plea of debt. 


Nortuern Disrrict or New York, ss. 
Roswell Hopkins and Thaddeus Laughlin, in their own proper persons, at the suit of the United States 
of America, in the plea aforesaid. 


Norruern District or New York, ss. 

Be it remembered, that on the second Tuesday in July, in the term of July, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and seventeen, before the judge of the District Court of the United States of 
America for the northern district of New York, at Utica, in said district, come the said United States of 
America, by Roger Skinner, then their attorney, and brought into the said court, before the judge thereof, 
then there, their certain bill against Benjamin W. Hopkins, Roswell Hopkins, and Thaddeus Laughlin, in 
custody, &c., of a plea of debt, &c., which said bill follows in these words, to wit: 


Norrnern District or New York, fo wit. 

The United States of America, by their attorney, complain of Benjamin W. Hopkins, Roswell Hopkins, 
and Thaddeus Laughlin, defendants in this suit, in custody &c., of a plea that they render to the said 
United States of America the sum of five hundred dollars, which they owe to, and from the United States 
unjustly detain. For that whereas the said defendants, on the fifteenth day of November, in the fortieth 
year of the independence of the said United States, in the year of our Lord one thousand cight hundred 
and fifteen, to wit, at Oswegatchie, in the northern district of New York, by their certain writing obligatory, 
sealed with their seals, and to the said District Court for the northern district of New York now here 
shown, the date whereof is the day and year aforesaid, acknowledged themselves, by the name and 
description of Benjamin W. Hopkins, Roswell Hopkins, and Thaddeus Laughlin, of the town of Hopkinton, 
in the county of St. Lawrence, and State of New York, to be held and firmly bound, jointly and severally, 
unto the said United States of America, in the said sum of five hundred dollars above demanded, to be 
paid to the said United States when they, the said defendants, should be thereunto afterwards requested, 
which said writing obligatory was and is subject to a certain condition thereunder written, whereby it is 
provided that if the said Benjamin W. Hopkins, Roswell Hopkins, and Thaddeus Laughlin, or either of 
them, did, on or before the fifteenth day of November next ensuing the date of said bond, well and truly pay, 
or cause to be paid, unto the Collector of the Customs for the district of Oswegatchie, for the time being, 
the sum of two hundred and seventy-five dollars, or the amount of the duties to be ascertained as due 
and arising on certain goods, wares, and merchandises, entered by the said Benjamin W. Hopkins as 
imported in two canoes from Canada, as per entry dated the day of the date of the said obligation, then 
the said obligation was to be void, otherwise to remain in full force and virtue. And the said attorney, 
on behalf of the United States, in fact, says that, after the making of the said writing obligatory, to wit, 
on the first day of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, at the district 
of Oswegatchie, in the northern district of New York aforesaid, the duties due and arising on the said 
goods, wares, and merchandises, so entered and imported by the said Benjamin W. Hopkins as aforesaid, 
were ascertained to amount to the sum of two hundred and fifty-four dollars and seventeen cents, current 
money of the United States, of which the said defendants, on the same day and year, and at the place last 
aforesaid, then had notice. Nevertheless, the said United States, by their attorney aforesaid, in fact, say, 
that the said Benjamin W. Hopkins, Roswell Hopkins, and Thaddeus Laughlin, or either of them, did 
not, on or before the fifteenth day of November next ensuing the date of the said bond, pay, or cause to be 
paid, nor have they, or either of them, hitherto paid, or caused to be paid, unto the Collector of the Customs 
for the district of Oswegatchie, the aforesaid sum of two hundred and seventy-five dollars, or the said sum 
of two hundred and fifty-four dollars and seventeen cents, being the amount of duties ascertained to be 
due and arising as aforesaid, or either of them, or any part thereof, although often requested so to do, to 
wit, at the place aforesaid, contrary to the form and effect of the said condition of the said writing 
obligatory. 

By means of which said premises the said United States have sustained damages to a large amount, 
to wit, to the amount of five hundred dollars; whereby an action hath accrued to the said United States 
to demand and have of and from the said defendants the said sum of five hundred dollars above demanded. 
Yet the said defendants, although often requested so to do, have not, nor hath either of them, as yet, paid 
the said sum of five hundred dollars above demanded, or any part thereof, to the said United States; but 
to pay the same, or any part thereof, to the said United States have hitherto wholly refused, and still do 
refuse, to the damage of the said United States of five hundred dollars; and thereof the said attorney, on 
behalf of the said United States, brings suit, &c. 

And now, at this day, that is to say, on the last Tuesday in January, in the term of January, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-six, until which day the said defendants had 
leave to impar! to the declaration aforesaid, and then to answer the same before the said court, at the city 
of Albany, in the said northern district, come the United States of America, by Samuel Beardsley, their 
attorney; and the said attorney, on behalf of the said United States of America, suggests and shows unto 
the court here, that since the exhibition of the bill in this cause, that is to say, on the first day of Decem- 
ber, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-five, the said Benjamin W. Hopkins, 
one of the above named defendants, departed this life; but inasmuch as the said action survives against 
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the said Roswell Hopkins and Thaddeus Laughlin, the said attorney, on behalf of said United States of 
America, prays that said cause may proceed against said Roswell Hopkins and Thaddeus Laughlin. And 
gaid Roswell Hopkins and Thaddeus Laughlin, although solemnly demanded, come aot, but make default, 
py reason whereof the said United States of America remain therein undefended against the said 
defendants. Wherefore the said United States-of America ought to recover against the said defendants 
so much of said debt as is due, according to equity, &c. And it appearing to the said court now here, by 
the premises aforesaid, &c., and by due proof, &c., that three hundred and ninety-four dollars and seventy- 
three cents of the debt aforesaid are due to the said United States of America, according to equity, and 
that the said United States of America ought to recover the same, &.; and the United States of America, 
by their said attorney, freely, here in court, declaring that they will not further prosecute said cause for 
the recovery of the residue of said debt over and above the sum last aforesaid: 

It is considered by the said court that the said United States of America do recover against the said 
defendants their said debt to the sum of three hundred and ninety-four dollars and seventy-three cents, so 
due as aforesaid; and also fifty-four dollars and seventy-eight cents for their costs and charges by them 
laid out and expended in and about the prosecution of their said suit, by the court now here adjudged to 
the said United States of America, and with their assent. And the said defendants, in mercy, Xe. 


Judgment signed February 6, A. D. 1826. 
A. CONKLING. 


[Endorsed. ] 


Northern District Court of New York: The United States of America vs. Roswell Hopkins and 
Thaddeus Laughlin. Judgment recorded. §S. Beardsley, United States Attorney. No. 3. 
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Filed February 6, 1826. 


All which I have caused by these presents to be exemplified. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereto affixed the seal of the said court, this fourth day of April, in the 
_7 year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-six, and of the Independence of the said 
[- 8] United States the fiftieth. 
R. R. LANSING, Clerk. 





Nortuern District or New York, ss. 

I, Richard R, Lansing, clerk of the District Court of the United States of America for the district 
aforesaid, having inspected the records of my office, do find there remaining a certain judgment record, 
in the words and figures following, to wit: 


District Court oF THE Unirep States oF AMERICA FOR THE NortHERN District or NEw York. 


Pleas before the judge of the District Court of the United States of America for the northern district 
of New York, at the city of Albany, in said district, of the stated term of January, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-six. 

Witness the Hon. Alfred Conkling, judge of said court. 

. R. R. LANSING, Clerk. 


Nortnern District or New York, ss. 


The United States of America put in their place Samuel Beardsley, their attorney, against Roswell 
Hopkins and Thaddeus Laughlin, survivors, &c., in a plea of debt. 


NortHern District or New York, ss. 
Roswell Hopkins and Thaddeus Laughlin, in their own proper persons, at the suit of the United States 
of America, in the plea aforesaid. 


NortHern District or New York, 8s. 


Be it remembered, that on the second Tuesday in July, in the term of July, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and seventeen, before the judge of the District Court of the United States of 
America for the northern district of New York, at Utica, in said district, come the said United States of 
America, by Roger Skinner, then their attorney, and brought into the said court before the judge thereof, 
then there, their certain bill against Benjamin W. Hopkins, Roswell Hopkins, and Thaddeus Laughlin, in 
custody, &c., of a plea of debt, &c., which said bill follows in these words, to wit: 


Norrnern District or New York, to wit. 

The United States of America, by their attorney, complain of Benjamin W. Hopkins, Roswell Hopkins, 
and Thaddeus Laughlin, defendants in this suit, in custody, &c., of a plea that they render to the said 
United States of America the sum of five hundred dollars, which they owe to, and from the said United 
States unjustly detain. For that whereas the said defendants, on the fifteenth day of November, in the 
fortieth year of the independence of the said United States, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and fifteen, to wit, at Oswegatchie, in the northern district of New York, by their certain 
writing obligatory, sealed with their seals, and to the said District Court for the northern district of New 
York now here shown, the date whereof is the day and year aforesaid, acknowledge themselves, by the 
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name and description of Benjamin W. Hopkins, Roswell Hopkins, and Thaddeus Laughlin, of the town of 
Hopkinton, in the county of St. Lawrence, and State of New York, to be held and firmly bound, jointly 
and severally, unto the said United States of America, in the said sum of five hundred dollars above 
demanded, to be paid to the said United States when they, the said defendants, should be thereunto afterwards 
requested, which said writing obligatory was and is subject to a certain condition thereunder Written, 
whereby it is provided that if the said Benjamin W. Hopkins, Roswell Hopkins, and Thaddeus Laughlin, 
or either of them, did, on or before the fifteenth day of November next ensuing the date of said bond 
well and truly pay, or cause to be paid, unto the Collector of the Customs for the district of Oswagatchie, for 
the time being, the sum of two hundred and seventy-five dollars, or the amount of the duties to be ascer- 
tained as due and arising on certain goods, wares, and merchandises, entered by the said Benjamin W, 
Hopkins, as imported in two canoes from Canada, as per entry dated the day of the date of the said obli- 
gation, then the said obligation was to be void, otherwise to remain in full force and virtue. And the 
said attorney, on behalf of the said United States, in fact, says that, after the making of the said writin 
obligatory, to wit, on the first day of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
fifteen, at the district of Oswegatchie, in the northern district of New York aforesaid, the duties due and 
arising on said goods, wares, and merchandises, so entered and imported by the said Benjamin W, 
Hopkins as aforesaid, were ascertained to amount to the sum of two hundred and fifty-four dollars and 
seventeen cents, current money of the United States, of which the said defendants, on the same da 
and year, and at the place last aforesaid, then had notice. Nevertheless, the said United States, by their 
attorney aforesaid, in fact, say that the said Benjamin W. Hopkins, Roswell Hopkins, and Thaddeus 
Laughlin, or either of them, did not, on or before the fifteenth day of November next ensuing the date of 
the said bond, pay, or cause to be paid, nor have they, or either of them, hitherto paid, or caused to be paid, 
unto the Collector of the Customs for the district of Oswegatchie, the aforesaid sum of two hundred and 
seventy-five dollars, or the said sum of two hundred and fifty-four dollars and seventeen cents, being the 
amount of duties ascertained to be due and arising as aforesaid, or either of them, or any part thereof, 
although often requested so to do, to wit, at the place aforesaid, contrary to the form and effect of the 
said condition of the said writing obligatory. 

By means of which said premises the said United States have sustained damages to a large amount, 
to wit, to the amount of five hundred dollars; whereby an action hath accrued to the said United States, 
to demand and have of and from the said defendants the said sum of five hundred dollars above demanded, 
Yet the said defendants, although often requested so to do, have not, nor have either of them, as yet, paid the 
said sum of five hundred dollars above demanded, or any part thereof, to the said United States; but to 
pay the same, or any part thereof, to the said United States have hitherto wholly refused and still do 
refuse, to the damage of the said United States of five hundred dollars, and whereof the said attorney, on 
behalf of the said United States, brings suit, &c. 

And now, at this day, that is to say, on the last Tuesday of January, in the term of January, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-six, until which day the said defendants had 
leave to imparl to the declaration aforesaid, and then to answer the same before the said court, at the city 
of Albany, in the said northern district, come the said United States of America, by Samuel Beardsley, 
their attorney, and the said attorney, on behalf of said United States of America, suggests and shows 
unto the court here, that since the exhibition of the bill in this cause, that is to say, on the first day of 
December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-five, the said Benjamin W. 
Hopkins, one of the above named defendants, departed this life; but inasmuch as the said action survives 
against the said Roswell Hopkins and Thaddeus Laughlin, the said attorney, on behalf of said United 
States of America, prays that said cause may proceed against said Roswell Hopkins and Thaddeus 
Laughlin. And said Roswell Hopkins and Thaddeus Laughlin, although solemnly demanded, come not, 
but make default, by reason whereof the said United States of America remain therein undefended against 
the said defendants. Wherefore the said United States of America ought to recover against the said 
defendants so much of said debt as is due, according to equity, &c. And it appearing to the said court 
now here by the premises aforesaid, &c., and by due proof, &c., that three hundred and ninety-eight dollars 
and fifty-four cents of the debt aforesaid are due to the said United States of America, according to equity, 
and that the said United States of America ought to recover the same, &c.; and the said United States 
of America, by their said attorney, freely, here in court, declaring that they will not further prosecute said 
cause for the recovery of the residue of said debt over and above the sum last aforesaid: 

It is considered by the said court that the said United States of America do recover against the said 
defendants their said debt to the sum of three hundred and ninety-eight dollars and fifty-four cents, so due 
as aforesaid; and also fifty-four dollars and seventy-eight cents for their costs and charges by them laid 
out and expended in and about the prosecution of their said suit, by the court now here adjudged to the 
said United States of America, and with their assent. And the said defendants, in mercy, &c. 


Judgment signed February 6, A. D. 1826. 
A. CONKLING. 


[Endorsed. } 


Northern District Court of New York: The United States of America vs. Roswell Hopkins and 
Thaddeus Laughlin. Judgment recorded. S. Beardsley, United States Attorney. No. 2. 
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Filed February 6, 1826. 


All which I have caused by these presents to be exemplified. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereto affixed the seal of the said court, this fourth day of April, in the 
[u. s.] year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-six, and of the Independence of the 
“ “1 said United States the fiftieth. 
R. R. LANSING, Clerk. 
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AGAINST INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE DECEMBER 17, 1827. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 


The undersigned, citizens of Boston and its vicinity, respectfully represent: That they have not been 
inattentive or careless observers of the course of measures hitherto adopted by the Government of the 
United States at the urgent instance of those concerned in various branches of domestic manufacture to 
enhance the prices of home manufactured articles to the consumers by the establishment of such high 
duties as greatly to discourage, if not entirely to prohibit, the use of similar articles of foreign production 
at reduced prices; and that they have regarded with the deepest anxiety and solicitude the strenuous 
and combined efforts which have been recently made, and are now making, to influence and control the 
public opinion, and to give it a direction favorable to the imposition of still higher and more oppressive 
duties upon the important and essential article of woolen manufactured goods, 

Upon the most superficial view of the subject, considering the actual and increasing numbers, the 
condition and habits of the people of the United States, and the climate in which we live, the manner in 
which such a people shall be supplied with woolen goods cannot fail of being regarded as a question of 
the first magnitude. It essentially concerns the comforts, pursuits, and employments of the whole 
community, more especially of the industrious classes, and in this respect demands the attentive and 
profound consideration of all those, both rulers and people, who feel an interest in the prosperity of our - 
common country. 

We are fully aware of the powerful influence of a strong, decisive, and deliberate public opinion in 
a popular and representative Government like ours, and of the great weight which the public voice, fully 
and deliberately expressed, must ever have upon the counsels, the measures, and policy of the Government. 

We are also aware that it has frequently been represented, and from the numerous memorials, 
petitions, addresses, and resolutions of conventions, committees, and other organized bodies, it may 
appear that the great body of intelligent citizens in this part of the country, notwithstanding the strong 
expression of adverse opinions a few years since, are now in favor of a further increase of duties. 
Whereas your memorialists are fully convinced that no essential change of public opinion has taken 
place—that the great body of intelligent men in this part of the United States, including many of the 
most discreet and judicious manufacturers, are now, as they were then, fully convinced that. moderate 
duties, a free interchange of commodities, and an open competition in all the pursuits of useful and honest 
industry should be protected and encouraged as the true and sound policy of the United States. 

The apparent loud and general expression of opposite views may, we think, be easily accounted for 
consistently with the opinion here expressed. 

It is undoubtedly true that the amount of capital invested in manufactures since 1820 has greatly 
increased, and consequently the numbers of those interested in them has also greatly increased, though 
still constituting a small proportion of the whole community. It is obvious that, under such circumstances, 
all those who would profit by the prohibitory system have a powerful and immediate interest in the 
question, whilst the interest of the great body of the community who would suffer by it, though vitally 
important, is remote and indirect. It is therefore easy to perceive how readily the voice of an active, 
interested, and organized minority may be mistaken for a general expression of the public will. 

Under these circumstances your memorialists have felt it to be their duty, respectfully, but frankly, 
to express their opinion to the representatives of the people that any further increase of the duties upon 
imported woolens and other articles would be highly injurious to the great body of the community; their 
sincere belief that such is the prevalent if not the general opinion of judicious and intelligent persons of 
this part of the United States, and their earnest hope that Congress will not be induced by interested 
applications, however urgent or plausible, by further burdensome and prohibitory duties, to build up one 
interest, and that of a comparatively small minority, at the expense of the great interests of the whole. 

In submitting these representations, they beg leave pointedly and strongly to disclaim all party and 
political views; they regard it as an abstract question of public policy to be considered and decided upon 
its own merits, and they regret, if such be the fact, that a subject of all others requiring calm and mature 
deliberation, a free and unbiased judgment, should even .accidentally be connected with any subject 
calculated to excite the prejudices, to awaken the passions, or to strengthen or weaken the hopes or 
measures of any political party. 

In like manner they do expressly disclaim any hostility to the manufacturing system. On the 
contrary, they believe that this branch of industry, whilst it advances gradually and naturally under the 
aid and protection of moderate duties, and as the wants and interests of the country require, is highly 
beneficial, And one strong ground of their apprehension is, that any forced and violent measures of 
encouragement, unjust in themselves, by which the manufacturing system is placed in manifest hostility 
to great national interests, must necessarily tend to produce a speedy and violent reaction which may 
prove most injurious to the system itself. Nothing has a more direct tendency to produce and hasten 
this disastrous crisis than the alarming pretensions of that class of manufacturers and their advocates 
who insist upon prohibitory duties upon imported commodities of first necessity, or, what is obviously the 
same thing, such an exorbitant rate of duties as effectually and avowedly to exclude all competition. 

It is contended, on the part of the woolen manufacturers, that the British and other foreign nations, 
on account of their more abundant capital, low wages, and other advantages, notwithstanding the present 
high rate of duties, can undersell them in the home market, and, consequently, that further duties are 
necessary to enable them to realize a profit on their business. 

If this, indeed, be true, it affords the strongest argument against the imposition of further duties. 
Stripped of the fallacious guise in which this proposition is usually put forth to arouse our national 
prejudices, as if the importing system were designed to promote foreign instead of American interests, 
what does the proposition really import? Why, that American capital is invested in foreign fabrics; that 

these fabrics are paid for by American produce, or other fruits of American industry, transported by 
American labor, in American ships; that they pay a handsome revenue to the Treasury; and are then 


———— 


ae 


Se 














672 FINANCE. LNo. 790, 





afforded to the people at a rate cheaper than that at which the home-made articles can be obtained, and 
which have paid no revenue into the Treasury. ; 

This proposition, we think, contains the true merits of the question. Its soundness cannot be contro- 
verted. It may be denied, perverted, or evaded, but it cannot be shaken. In both cases the fabrics are 
the produce of American capital and industry. Ifthe foreign fabrics, after paying the cost of their purchase 
transportations, and incidental expenses, and a large revenue, cannot undersell the home-made fabrics. 
then the complaints of the manufacturers are utterly groundless, and no further duties can be of any avail 
to them. If they can, then, upon the system of importation, the country enjoys the double advantage of 
low prices and handsome revenue. 

It is true that, in one case, the labor and capital of the country are devoted more extensively to 
agriculture and the various arts and employments connected with ship-building, trade, and navigation, 
and in the other, more directly to spinning and weaving, and the arts connected with the manufacture of 
cloth. But your memorialists have yet to learn that there is any national advantage in forcing labor and 
capital from amore to a less profitable employment, or, indeed, of forcing it at all; since it is obvious 
that, if left to itself, it will naturally seek and necessarily find that employment which is ultimately the 
most profitable. 

But your memorialists believe that, in the terms and to the extent in which the proposition is ad vanced, 
it is not true that high duties are necessary to the growth of this branch of manufacture. 

Even when the duty was at the moderate rate of five per cent. a most extensive manufacture of 
woolen goods was established in this country and carried on in a domestic and household way, and by 
small companies; and it is believed that if we were now to return to a system of moderate duties, a very 
large proportion of the woolen goods required for the consumption of the country, especially of the common 
fabrics, would be manufactured in the country. It seems, indeed, to be conceded that, as a general principle, 
the forcing of labor and capital into or from any particular channel by bounties or prohibitions, or by any 
financial regulations designed to produce the same effect, is impolitic and injurious to the public interests, 
But it is urged, with a velhemence and perseverance worthy of a better cause, that the particular circum. 
stances in which we are placed render our country an exception to the operation of this general principle. 

It is, among other things, frequently urged that the tariff of 1824 has been of slight benefit to the 
manufacturer, because, although the duty on woolen fabrics was greatly increased, yet an increase of the 
duty on imported wool, laid simultaneously, deprived them, in a great degree, of the benefit which they 
would otherwise have derived from that measure. 

But when it is considered how very small a proportion of foreign wool enters into the manufacture 
of American goods, we think it will be apparent that the duty on wool, however much it may tend to 
concilitate the wool-growers and reconcile them to the payment of enormous duties on the woolens they 
consume, can have very little influence in advancing the price of the manufactured articles. We are aware 
that the proportion has, in some instances, been stated, even by those who should have been better informed, 
as high as a quarler and even a half. It is difficult to account for such exaggerated statements. We are 
satisfied that, upon the fullest investigation, the cost of foreign to that of domestic wool, used in the home 
manufacture, will not be found to exceed four or five per cent. 

Another consideration, which is urgently pressed upon the notice of Congress as a reason for the 
increase of duties, is, that the existing duties are extensively evaded, and large quantities of goods are 
clandestinely and fraudulently introduced. This assertion, whilst it imports a serious charge of extensive 
frauds on the part of importers, and negligence or unfaithfulness on the part of the revenue officers, should, 
we think, rest upon some foundation more substantial than yague suspicion or interested representation. 
If this charge were supported by satisfactory proofs, and if it were sincerely believed to be a cause 
sufficiently extensive in its operation to affect the present question, would it not be wiser and ‘more 
patriotic, instead of increasing the temptation to frauds by still higher duties, to devise and call upon 
Congress to adopt some effectual measures to secure the payment of the existing duties ?—a measure 
quite as important to the nation, in point of revenue, as to the manufacturers in point of protection. 

Your memorialists cannot perceive that, in the bill recently reported for the increase of duties on 
woolen goods, any measures are proposed for the increased security of the revenue. On the contrary, it 
seems manifest that, by the increase of duties itself, and the extraordinary and artificial mode of valuation 
of goods of a certain cost, both temptations and facilities are offered for frauds on the revenue, which, if 
they exist at all under the present system, must prove quite irresistible under the new one. 

But it is asserted with great seriousness that home manufactures give employment to American 
labor and capital, and thus promote American interests. This is unquestionably true: but it is likewise 
true that a free importation gives an equal and vastly more beneficial employment to American capital 
and labor. If we import foreign fabrics, do we not export an equal amount of our own productions, 
the fruits of American labor and capital, to pay for them? Trade necessarily implies an interchange of 
commodities; each giving that which, from its climate, soil, and other circumstances, it produces with 
the greatest facility, and receiving that which it cannot produce at all, or which it can produce only at 
greater cost. If we will not buy foreign commodities, we cannot sell our own. If we will not import, 
we cannot export. 

These are plain and self-evident rules, which it would seem hardly necessary to repeat were they not 
often controverted, or the fair and necessary inferences from them denied with a boldness and earnestness 
calculated to raise a doubt of their reality. 

If, as is sometimes asserted, apparently to excite our national prejudices, foreign nations will not 
take our products—the fruits of American capital and industry—we may save ourselves the trouble of 
adopting any retaliatory measures in the shape of duties, prohibitions, or otherwise. If our products are 
not taken by foreign nations, it is quite obvious that we must necessarily cease to take their fabrics; and 
of course the home manufacturer will have the exclusive enjoyment of the home market, with or without 
duties. It is manifestly unimportant, in this view, whether the direct interchange of commodities between 
our own and any particular nation be equal or not. If we export our products to one country and receive 
their products or their money, and proceed to another for the purchase of ofr goods, this trade gives as 
great, and in many instances even a greater amount of employment to American capital and labor than 
if the exchange were direct. 

jut we have stated, and we believe it demonstrable, that the importing system gives a more exten- 
sive and more beneficial employment to American capital and industry than the manfacturing system, 
forced by high duties. 

It is sufficient to maintain this proposition to state that, whilst manufacturing gives employment to 

















1827.] DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 673 





the capital immediately engaged in the fabrication of goods, the importing system affords equal employ- 
ment to all those engaged in the production of the exported articles, together with all those engaged in 
the transportation and exchange of the commodities exported and imported, and all those engaged in the 
various arts and trades connected with ship-building, navigation, and commerce; in addition to all which, 
it pays a large revenue to the nation, 

But, considering the question upon higher grounds, is it no object of national strength and grandeur 
to encourage the more improved cultivation of the old and a more extended occupation and settlement of 
the new lands of this Union? Is it no object of public policy to raise up a numerous and hardy race of 
seamen? Is it not desirable, upon public grounds, to cherish and maintain a free, liberal, and friendly 
intercourse with all foreign nations? And is not such an intercourse calculated to promote our own 
progress in the arts and improvements of advanced civilization? These are considerations which, inde- 
pendently of all pecuniary interests, would seem to recommend the adoption of those enlightened principles 
of free trade, the growth of modern times, conformable to the spirit of the age, which have met the appro- 
pation of the most enlightened statesmen, and which stand so prominently opposed to the restrictive and 
prohibitory measures which originated in an age of comparative darkness and ignorance. 

Your memorialists would respectfully ask leave to examine the soundness of another proposition 
which is relied upon, apparently, with great confidence by the advocates of protecting duties, and which 
appears to be considered as decisive of the question, in its application to woolen manufactures which is 
this: that manufactures protected are cheaper because of that protection. 

That with respect to a branch of manufacture not yet introduced into a country, or still in its infancy, 
where the skill, implements, and machinery necessary for carrying it on are wanting, a high temporary 
duty may encourage the introduction of artisans and machinery, and thus ultimately reduce the price of 
the manufacture, may well be admitted. But this surely cannot apply to an established manufacture, 
like that of woolens, the skill and machinery and all the requisite means and resources of conducting 
which are understood and possessed here in as high perfection as in any other country. Yet it is of 
such a branch of manufacture that the proposition is predicated, and that, too, for the purpose of estab- 
lishing a high, permanent, protecting duty. 

How, then, does the imposition of a duty upon any article of foreign fabric operate as a protection to 
the home manufactured article of like kind? Simply by enhancing the price to the consumer. This is not 
only the natural and necessary consequence, but the avowed and proposed design and purpose. It would 
not accomplish the object of its advocates—it would not operate as a protection without it. The propo- 
sition, then, amounts to this: that a measure designed and intended to enhance the price of goods to the 
consumer renders them cheaper. No argument can place the fallacy of this proposition in a stronger 
light than its simple statement. 

But it is contended that the proposition is supported by the case of cotton goods, because more and 
better goods can be obtained now at a given money price than before the advance of duties on cotton 
goods. The fact is, no doubt, true. But because cottons have fallen since the tariff it by no means follows 
that that fall was occasioned by the tariff. Other causes, quite adequate to the effect, may be assigned 
for such a fall, both here and throughout the world; these are improved machinery, increased skill, more 
abundant capital, and reduced wages, occasioned by general peace; but above all, the reduction of the 
raw material to about one-third of its former price. 

That these are the true and operative causes of the fall of cotton goods, both here and in foreign 
countries, is sufficiently shown by another fact, which is, that notwithstanding the existing high duties, 
large quantities of cotton goods are still imported. It is quite manifest, therefore, that cotton goods 
have fallen, not in consequence, but in spite of the high duty, and but for that duty would have fallen 
much lower. 

The case of cotton goods, then, can have no tendency to support the proposition for which it is cited. 
If protecting duties render goods cheaper, what ground, we would respectfully ask, have the woolen 
manufacturers to complain of the duty on imported wool? On their own principles it should be regarded 
as a benefit, by rendering their raw material cheaper. 

We have already alluded to the objection often repeated, that foreign nations will take little of our 
products, especially those raised north of the Potomac. We have already given one answer to this 
assertion: we must cease to import, and then the whole system of protecting duties is unnecessary and 
inoperative. But another, and to some minds perhaps amore satisfactory answer may be given. In 
point of fact we have had, and, unless paralyzed by our own unwise and impolitic restrictions, may con- 
tinue to have, a most extensive and beneficial foreign trade, which has furnished the Treasury with by 
far the largest proportion of its whole receipts since the establishment of the Constitution, and which has 
given a stimulus to agriculture, to the mechanic arts, and to every department of industry. The benefits 
it confers have not been limited to a few or to particular classes, but have been diffused through the 
whole community. 

It is true that the amount of productions exported bears but a small proportion to those which 
supply the home consumption. But this is probably true of every country. It is only the superfluous 
productions of any country which constitute the subject of its export trade. 

It is impracticable in a memorial like this to enter into detailed calculations; but a reference to the 
custom-house returns will show that when not diminished by war, or by our own restrictive measures, 
we have had an extensive foreign trade. But of what importance is it, in a national view, whether the 
articles constituting the bulk of our exports are raised north or south of the Potomac? It is true that 
the New England and middle States are almost fully peopled, and engaged in various employments other 
than agriculture, and, especially New England, are rather consumers of the productions of others than 
exporters of their own. If the southern States enjoy an advantage in the sale of their valuable staples, 
do not those of the north enjoy a great advantage in the transportation of them, and in the profits on the 
returns made for the supply of the south? The diversity of clime, soil, habits, and social condition, is a 
source rather of unity than a diversity of interests. It enables each more effectually to supply the wants 
of the other, by an interchange of superfluities mutually beneficial. And we think it would be a subject 
of serious regret, if a question essentially affecting the general policy of the whole community should be 
discussed and decided with any reference to local prejudices, feelings, or interests. We consider it quite 
immaterial whether the great staples of our export trade are raised in one or another part of the United 
States; each and all participate in its benefits according to their respective conditions and means, and all 
share in the benefits of the liberal revenue which it yields to the nation. ; 

A reference to the trade in the single article of cotton, if pursued in all its details, would manifestly 
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show to what a wide extent the profits of that trade are diffused, and to what an extent it gives employ- 
ment to capital and industry beyond the limits of the States where it is produced. 

Your memorialists understand that another claim is made for an increase of duties on woolen goods 
supported by an appeal to the justice of Congress, which seems to demand more particular attention, — ’ 

It is urged that, by the duties established by the act of 1824, the Government became pledged to the 
manufacturers to guaranty to them the protection intended to be extended to them by that act, and that 
the British Parliament, by a reduction of the duty on foreign wool, has, to a certain extent, diminished the 
cost of the British fabric, and thereby, in a great measure, deprived the American manufacturer of the 
benefit expected. or ; ; 

The positions maintained are, that the British Government reduced their duty on foreign wool subse- 
quently to, and in consequence of, our protecting duty; that our Government is bound in good faith to 
secure to the manufacturer the protection then pledged; and that the reduction of the duty on foreign wool 
by Great Britain reduced the cost of the British fabrics to the amount of sixteen per cent. 

~ ie slight examination will show how utterly unfounded are all these positions. It will appear, by a 
reference to the debates in Parliament on the subject, that the duty of six pence per pound on foreign 
wool was a war duty, and its repeal was petitioned for in 1819; and, subsequently, that its reduction had 
been often recommended, and that the act reducing it passed the House of Commons in May, 1824, on the 
day after the passing of the American act. It will also appear, by a reference to the debates in Congress 
on the American act, that it was noticed and stated that this measure of the British Parliament was in 
progress, and would probably be adopted. 

Nor can it be considered that the anticipation of the American act was the ground of the British 
repeal, when it is considered by how small a majority the duty was adopted by both Houses of Congress, 
and how far the protecting system was regarded from being a part of the settled policy of the United States, 

In no respect, therefore, can the British reduction of duty be considered as made in a hostile or 
retaliatory spirit; and the supposition, unfounded in fact, seems calculated only to awaken injurious pre- 
judices. Again: the effect of the reduction of the British duty on foreign wool is, in the opinion of your 
memorialists, greatly overstated. They are convinced that, upon the most careful investigation, consider- 
ing how small a proportion of foreign wool enters into the composition of British woolens, and how small 
a proportion the cost of the raw material bears to that of the manufactured article, it will be found that 
the reduction on the goods, instead of anything like sixteen, did not exceed two or three per cent. 

But if it is contended that Congress, by once raising the duty on foreign manufactures, is bound, in 
good faith, not only to maintain that duty, but to raise it further, with a view to meet any fall of price 
in the foreign article arising from foreign legislation, from the fall of wages, materials, interest of money, 
and all other fluctuating causes which can affect prices abroad, your memorialists beg leave earnestly to 
protest against the admission of so dangerous and extraordinary a doctrine. A duty once levied can 
never be reduced. A burden once imposed upon the people is fastened on them forever. Our own 
legislation, instead of being regulated by our own views of policy, is to vary with the legislation, not 
only of one, but all foreign nations, and not only with foreign legislation, but with the perpetually 
varying eircumstances of foreign countries. The reduction of a poor tax; the repeal of the corn laws; 
the removal of any burden calculated to improve the condition of the foreign manufacturer is to work a 
consequent change in our protecting laws. Every burden removed from other nations is to be transferred 
to our own. 

These conclusions are not. the forced, but natural and necessary inferences from the principles assumed. 
If the Government is bound, in good faith, to protect the manufacturer against all competition, why not 
put an end to all discussion at once by carrying up the measure of protection to absolute and entire 
prohibition? If, as is contended, the increase of duties in any one instance is to be considered a 
perpetual pledge, on the part of the Government, to secure to the manufacturer the degree of protection 
then contemplated against all changes at home and abroad, does it not furnish the strongest argument 
against the policy and expediency of granting such a pledge, by any further increase of duty, until its 
beneficial influence in advancing the interests of the whole community can be clearly demonstrated ? 

But this subject of pledged faith is, by some of the apologists of the “American system,” placed 
upon a different footing; and whilst they admit that the duties are already too high, and that the estab- 
lishment of them was originally unwise and impolitic, yet that, as the manufacturers have thereby been 
induced to increase their establishments and to embark large capitals in their concerns, it is better now 
to carry the system through, and afford them the required protection. 

One obvious answer to this objection is, that if an impolitic measure has been adopted, the sooner 
we return to sound principles the better, and that no measure ought to be sustained in violation of the 
free principles of our Constitution, which guaranties equal rights to all its citizens. But without urging 
this consideration, surely one impolitic measure affords no apology for the adoption of another. If the 
manufacturers have been induced to go beyond the encouragement afforded them by Congress, and to 
increase their establishments without regard to consequences, surely the losses arising from their improvi- 
dence and rashness, or from want of information or mistaken views, are not to be thrown upon the nation. 

It is to be borne in mind that the question is not now as to the reduction, but the increase of 
existing duties. Whatever may be the opinion of your memorialists as to the policy of imposing the 
duties as they now exist, they do not at present ask for their repeal. If the act of 1816, the first measure 
adopted for the express purpose of protecting woolen manufactures, is to be considered as a pledge on 
the part of the National Legislature, surely it must also be regarded as expressing the limits of that 
pledge. <A brief recurrence to the various measures from time to time adopted will show what has been 
the policy of the nation upon this subject, and what has been the course of the manufacturers. 

The duty originally established upon woolen goods, after the adoption of the Constitution, was five 
per cent.; subsequently raised to seven and a half, to twelve per cent., and, by the act establishing the 
Mediterranean fund, to fifteen per cent. So it stood at the commencement of the late war, when that and 
most other duties for revenue only were doubled, making it thirty per cent., and limited to one year after 
the end of the war. By the operation of this duty, added to the obstructions of commerce occasioned by 
the war, the woolen manufactures were undoubtedly considerably increased. After the peace it became 
necessary to put the subject upon a permanent basis. A duty was established for the avowed purpose of 
protecting manufactures, and fixed at twenty-five per cent., to fall to twenty per cent. in 1820. This act 
limited the extent to which the nation consented to go. It also established another principle, the reverse 
of that now insisted on by the manufacturers. It proceeded upon the principle that if high duties are 
ever proper for the encouragement of manufactures, the occasion being temporary, to enable the manu- 
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facturer to struggle with the difficulties incident to a new establishment, the duty itself should be 
temporary, and be speedily reduced to a moderate rate after such temporary difficulties may reasonably 
be presumed to have been surmounted. Whereas the modern advocates of the restrictive system dis- 
tinctly propose that the duty shall be, from time to time, advanced, and ultimately settle down at a rate 
little, if any, short of absolute prohibition as the established basis upon which these great interests are 
to be fixed. 

This principle, which we understand is strongly urged upon the consideration of Congress by the 
most able and zealous advocates of the system, appears to your memorialists entirely unsound and incon- 
sistent with the obvious dictates of good policy. If, after the home manufacture is established upon its 
pest possible footing, the foreign fabric, after paying a moderate duty and yielding a liberal revenue to 
the National Treasury, can yet be sold cheaper than the home manufacture, as a permanent system of 
supply, there can seem to be no question of the expediency of purchasing the cheaper article and obtaining 
the revenue. 

If the foreign fabric, thus charged with a moderate duty, cannot be sold cheaper than the home 
manufactured, then the prospective advance and the ultimate and permanent establishment of the high 
duties is inoperative and unnccessary. 

If the act of 1816 be regarded as in the nature of a compromise, its obligations were reciprocal; if 
the nation were bound to continue the protection then offered, the manufacturers were equally bound to 
conform to the system then established. Yet, within a very short period, that provision of the law was 
repealed, by which the duty was to fall to twenty per cent.; and in 1824 it was further raised to a rate 
nominally exceeding thirty-three per cent., making, in fact, thirty-eight per cent., and Congress is again 
called upon for a very great advance. 

Is it possible to perceive any limit at which this advance shall cease short of absolute prohibition ? 
During the whole period in question the manufacturers have been increasing their works. Who can or 
who will give any pledge for them that they will be satisfied with anything short of prohibition? If, 
indeed, the manufacturers have suffered losses in their concerns, they have suffered in common with most 
other branches of business. But, at all events, such losses cannot be attributed to the policy of the 
Government, because, the duty being fixed, they could as safely make their calculations as those engaged 
in any other department of business. Nor could they justly calculate upon a future increase of duties, 
because many of the most eminent statesmen, who consented to the rate then established, distinctly 
declared their determination not to go further. 

But it is urged that it is consistent neither with our safety nor dignity to remain dependent on foreign 
supply for so important and necessary an article as woolen goods. This argument, specious and plausi- 
ble as it is, and calculated to make an impression on our feelings of patriotism and national pride, would 
have more weight if it were true in point of fact. But your memorialists submit, with great confidence, 
that the great supply of the country with woolen goods is, and long has been, derived from the home 
manufacture; that the permanent establishment of this manufacture within the country, for its principal 
supply, is placed entirely beyond the reach of any influence which high or low duties can exert; and we 
confidently appeal to the early history of the country, to the established habits, pursuits, and employ- 
ments of the people, to the former flourishing condition and extensive establishment of this branch of 
industry, without the aid of protecting duties, as conclusive arguments in support of this proposition. 

We state this proposition strongly, because we think it manifestly true, and highly important to the 
just decision of the question. The foreign supply, especially of coarse goods, whilst it may serve to 
regulate and equalize prices, and to supply occasional deficiencies, can constitute only a small part of our 
whole consumption. And should war, or any other obstruction to our commerce, temporarily diminish, or 
even entirely stop the importation, the consequent advance of price would, with very little delay, insure 
a supply proportioned to the increased demand. 

The fact that the great supply of the people with woolens must, in the existing state of things, be 
furnished by the home manufacture, and would be so independently of protecting duties, may also serve 
to allay the fears of farmers and wool-growers, who are induced to believe that their interests are identi- 
fied with the restrictive system. Whereas, your memorialists are convinced, and they are satisfied that 
itcan be conclusively shown, by well authenticated facts, to which they beg leave to refer, that the 
demand for home-raised wool, and for home-manufactured woolens, weuld be but slightly affected by a 
free admission of foreign fabrics, even at rates still lower than the existing duties. 

There are a variety of other topics connected with this prolific subject to which it was the design of 
your memorialists to refer, but the apprehension of being tedious prevents it. In the course of this 
memorial they have sometimes used the term ‘ American system” to designate the system of high duties, 
with a view to the encouraging, or rather forcing, the introduction of home manufactures. They have 
done this in deference to those who thus use the term, and as a short and well understood designation, 
the use of which could scarcely mislead the most superficial. So far from being calculated to protect 
American interests, they consider it exactly the reverse. Of this they are sincerely convinced themselves, 
if they are so unfortunate as not to convince others. 

They are aware tliat, by some rash and over zealous persons, all those who entertain opinions 
adverse to the American system, in the sense in which it is thus used, are stigmatized as opposers of 
American interests. It is even asserted that this is no longer a question between different American 
interests, but between Americans and foreigners. Such a suggestion could only have originated in 
ignorance, or a desire to create and foster unworthy prejudices. Your memorialists are inclined to 
attribute it to the blindness of an overheated zeal. ; 

Whatever other principle may actuate your memorialists, they yield to none in the ardor and sin- 
cerity of their attachment to the true principles of American policy. The whole scope and design of 
this memorial is to show that the system of bounties, restrictions, and protecting duties is hostile to 
these principles. If the course they advocate cannot be sustained upon this ground they have no desire 
that it should prevail. 

If, on the contrary, it can be demonstrated that a free interchange of commodities among the several 
States, and with foreign countries, under moderate, steady, and, as far as practicable, unchangeable 
duties, is calculated to promote and build up, equally and steadily, all the great interests of the country, 
regarded as a whole; that the contrary system is calculated to paralyze industry, to retard the general 
prosperity, to impair the national revenue, and to awaken and cherish feelings of alienation, aversion, 
and hostility among different sections of the Union, and between our own country and foreign Powers; 
they earnestly hope and trust that Congress will not be induced to proceed further in the encouragement 
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of a system so injurious to the general interests by a further increase of the duties on woolen manu- 
factured goods. 
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Letter from the “citizens of Boston and the vicinity opposed to an increase of duties, &c.,” to Robert Y. Hayne, 
Senator from South Carolina. 


Boston, December 12, 1827. 


Si: The committee of the citizens of Boston and the vicinity opposed to an increase of duties on 
imports have the honor herewith to forward to your care a memorial on. this important subject, of which 
they request an early presentation to the Senate, and such an advocation of its principles as shall seem 
to you called for by the arguments therein contained, as applied to the interests of the whole nation, 
There are, sir, among the names of the memorialists those of many of our most enlightened, learned, 
disinterested citizens, and not a few of the most intelligent, judicious, and reflecting of our manufacturers, 
both of cotton and woolens. The committee have the most entire conviction that the best interests of 
the country are involved in this question, and will be promoted by the abandonment of any further 
prosecution of this system of high duties. 

The committee have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your very humble servants, 

NATH. GODDARD, 
LEMUEL SHAW, 
ISAAC WINSLOW, 
WILLIAM GODDARD, 
ENOCH SILSBY, 
THOMAS W. WARD, 
EDWARD CRUFT, 
LOT WHEELWRIGHT, 
HENRY LEE, 

R. D. SHEPHERD, 
SAMUEL SWETT, 
WILLIAM FOSTER, 
DANIEL P. PARKER, 
JOSEPH BAKER, 
SAMUEL C. GRAY. 





Hon. Rozvert Y. Hayne, Washington. Committee. 
20TH Concress. | No. 791. [1st Srsstow. 





AMOUNT OF REVENUE FROM IMPOSTS AND TONNAGE IN FLORIDA, 1821 TO 1827. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE DECEMBER 20, 1827. 


Treasury Department, December 19, 1827. 
Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the Senate of the 14th instant directing the Secretary of the 
Treasury ‘to report to the Senate what amount of revenue from imposts and tonnage has been collected 
within the Territory of Florida, since its cession, designating the amount collected at each particular 
port,” I have the honor to submit a statement prepared by the Register of the Treasury, which contains 
the information requested. 
I have the honor to remain, with the highest respect, your most obedient servant. 
RICHARD RUSH. 
The Hon. the Preswent of the Senate. 





Statement exhibiting the gross amount of duties on imposts and tonnage, &c., and the payments into the Treasury 
Srom the Territory of Florida, from the 1st day of July, 1821, to the 30th day of September, 182°. 









































| | 
1821. | 1822, 1823, | 1824, 
| 
Districts. _ =? ’ | ; 
| | | 
Gross amount | Paymentsinto| Gross amount | Paymentsinto| Gross amount Payments into Gross amount ,Payments into 
of duties. | the Treasury.| of duties. | the Treasury.| of duties. | the Treasury.) of duties. | the Treasury. 
| 
Re Miarntine soos o55 ces ccees $986 73 | $606 | $4,133 98 $64 64 $903 75 | $488 75 | $4,823 68 | $342 79 
: 2 il ; # ic! | | 
PRRDNER” nnscewscubesseceeeses A Sl hee daseweexus 5,010 25 444 80 3,761 80 | 2,199 87 | 8,207 46 | 405 93 
oe THT ‘ | 4 | 
On a ae SeebsatlomsenbunaaSebbiebnbn<eeesewee lesehes eens bbs lnioeenwen ain ewes BOO, lcsensieenen coco] 14,162 17 |.ccceccccoveee 
MNP MMNNR Gans ehshxadnnusseadsnesos paesbebslavwaneesas S455 Bee ee bWbeay Akcupwersiacunen loses donee Seailwcaseees seaens Beare Seeaeacs | 129 58 
| | | 
| | — 
MMs tsisisacateren 3,996 78 | 6 06 | 9,144 23 | 509 44 5,134 56 | 9. 688 62 | 27,193 31 878 30 
| | j 





* The Collectors were appointed under the act of the 3d March, 1821. 
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STATEMENT—Continued. 


















































ae 
1825. 1826. Ist, 2d, & 3d quarters, 1827. Total. 
| 
Districts. Teas GEN: | ae 

Gross amount Payments into Gross amount |Payments into} Gross amount ;Payments into Gross amount |Payments into 
of duties. | the Treasury. of duties. | the Treasury. of duties. | the Treasury. of duties. | the Treasury. 

| | 
St. Augustine*...+6+ Gacswnwieete $1,937 93 $649 94 $1,089 20 | Ge Oe ce cecacanewspel censcscccnece $13, 875 27 $2,031 38 
PensacOla* seceeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 1,407 33 633 36 10,641 79 | 932 32 $11,120 03 $15 40 | 43,158 71 4,631 68 
Key WEeSt scesesesereeereereees 67,537 72 |rccccccccccecs 33,995 55 | 33,052 35 37,295 37 30, 223 83 153,259 82 63,276 18 
Apalachicola ..++s+eeeeeee hans EE iicavavesnssens 514 33 | sae Perens RnR eT Snr e ee) ere Pier nt ee | 530 61 129 58 
Total coc. ccvesecer 70,699 26 1,283 30 46,240 87 | 34,463 87 48,415 40 30,239 23 | 210,824 41 70,068 82 

| 











* The Collectors were appointed under the act of the 3d March, 1821. 
; . e JOSEPH NOURSE, Register, 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, December 18, 1827. 
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AGAINST THE INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 27, 1827. 


To the honorable the members of the Senate and House of Representatives in Congress assembled: 


The citizens of Barnwell district, in the State of South Carolina, in a general meeting held in the 
court-house of the said district, on the 6th day of August, 1827, ask leave respectfully to submit their 
solemn protest against the principles and policy of a bill, commonly called the woolens bill, which has 
been and will again be brought before your honorable bodies: 

Because, in its operation, it will have a direct tendency to enfeeble the union of these States, to 
strengthen and perfect which was the first object of the Federal Constitution. 

Because it is repugnant to justice, which is, or should be, a primary principle in the administration 
of Republican Governments. 

Because it is intended to promote private and sectional interests at the expense of the general 
welfare. 

Because the National Government cannot legitimately impose duties on imports for purposes other 
than for revenue. 

Because the avowed object of the bill in question is virtually to make certain classes of the people 
tributary to others: 

Inasmuch as Government has not the right to encourage the employment of certain classes or to add 
to their profits at the expense of the community. 

Because it will be assuming to Government the right of controlling private property, which is incom- 
patible with the liberty of the citizen. History does not furnish an instance of a Government that long 
respected the other civil or political rights of the citizen, after it had usurped the power of disposing of 
private property. 

Because exclusive privileges are incompatible with Republican institutions. 

Because monopolies and exclusive privileges, conferred on certain favored classes or individuals, have 
a tendency to aristocracy, and must, ultimately, be destructive to the rights of the people. Monopolies 
operate oppressively on the people,.and equally so, whether assumed by a despot or conferred on a 
favored few. 

Because it will subject the industry of the nation to the avarice of a few moneyed capitalists. 

Because it will have a tendency to accumulate wealth in the hands of a few. Wealth is power; and 
power, in the possession of a few favored persons, is inconsistent with gencral liberty. 

Because it will be taxing the nation to make up the loss or to add to the profits of individual enter- 
prise, which is unreasonable and unjust. 

Because it will tend to diminish the revenue, and increase smuggling. 

Because it will operate injuriously and oppressively on the interests of agriculture, already depressed, 
for the benefit of manufactures, who are now realizing a reasonable profit, and who, in their memorials 
on the subject to your honorable bodies, at the last session, did not ask an increase of duties, but only 
solicited more security and certainty in the collection of duties already imposed. 

Because it is tyrannical and unjust to compel the citizen to purchase in a particular market when 
he can obtain the same articles on better terms in another. Tyranny, whether exercised by a monarchy, 
an aristocracy, or democracy, is the same. 

Because agriculture, manufactures, commerce, and navigation, the four pillars of our prosperity, are 
(in the words of Jefferson) the most thriving when left to individual enterprise. 

Because it will operate oppressively on the poorer classes of community, while the rich will, ina great 
measure, be exempt from its influence. 

secause it will have the effect of creating and perpetuating geographical distinctions, and of placing 
local in opposition to general interests. And : 

Because we regard it as the commencement of a system of legislation (improperly called the American 
system) which, if persevered in, will, at no distant period, endanger the union of these States. 

D. PEEHLES, Chairman. 

F. J. Hay, Secretary. 
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AGAINST THE INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
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COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER, 41 a. 


To the honorable the members of the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled : 

The memorial of the undersigned, citizens of Edgefield district, in the State of South Carolina, 
respectfully represents : That, as we deem it to be our duty, so we know it to be our right, to remon- 
strate to your honorable bodies against both the principles and policy of the bill introduced at the last 
session of Congress, commonly called “ the woolens bill.” 

We do this because we are fully aware that the subject will be again presented to your considera- 
tion, with all the additional weight that can be thrown on one side of the question by the numerous 
petitions and meetings of the manufacturers. Urging their peculiar interests with all the energy that 
paucity of numbers, magnitude of interest, and unity of action can enforce, we are not at all astonished that 
this systematized corps have so much tended to swerve our national councils from those fundamental 
principles of natural justice and equity on which our Government is bottomed. 

Seeing these thins, and knowing that six of the southern States now pay, annually, more than 
$250,000 as imposts on the importation of the single article of coarse woolens, (the especial object 
of this bill,) we would deem ourselves indifferent to the vital interests of our rising families and 
country were we longer to remain silent. 

To sacrifice our wealth and our population to the clear necessities of our Government is generous 
and patriotic ; but to suffer the former to be drawn from us, and the latter to be worn down by any 
means used for the benefit of afew, without a murmur, is cowardly. 

The operation of things is now peculiarly unfavorable to us. Our exports of cotton amount to 
upwards of twenty millions of dollars, and, of course, we pay a corresponding portion of the expenses of the 
country in the consumption of the imports; yet almost all the disbursements of the Government take 
place north of us; and why, in the name of justice, is this bill now to be added to our burdens? If this 
system is continued, you must force our population westward, or, if they remain here, compel them, accord- 
ing to the natural order of things, to decline; for decrease the means of subsistence, and you must decrease 
our numbers; and this we complain of as the greatest of political evils. This may be slow and silent in 
its effects, but it is, nevertheless, certain and deadly. Draw away the money of our country, no matter in 
how small quantities, and you drain the circulating blood from our system. But we are told that it is 
finally to operate for our good, and will enable the poor man to obtain for two dollars that for which he 
now pays three. When we get an article from England under a duty of 30 or 40 per cent., and that duty 
is raised to 80 or 100, we cannot, for our lives, understand the logic that we shall then be enabled to get 
it cheaper than before. We want no set of manufacturers to force from us a certain portion of our income 
for their own use, and then tell us “that we must consent to it, as it is for our good, for really we know 
not what is our own interests on this subject ;” thus adding insult to injury. 

If our climate and soil are better adapted to growing the superfluities of life than that of the manu- 
facturing sections, and we, therefore, can command more wealth through our agriculture 7 let alone, and 
they, from their natural water-power and population, are better suited for manufactures, are we, therefore, 
to bear the burden of establishing them? Justice revolts at the idea. Ours are, in truth, the gifts of 
Providence, and we recognize no right in Government to alter or equalize the distribution of his Almighty 
power. ‘The first sources of wealth are from the soil, and we never delegated to our rulers any power to 
take from the tillers of the earth their income to create a new set of laborers. We need not inform your 
enlightened bodies that this second class of laborers, in the natural course of things, would be supplied 
from surplus capital and surplus population ; and. when they are supported from any other sources it will 
be the growth of an artificial hot-bed, which must be an expense and a sacrifice to the original and great 
mass of laborers. When, then, a few combine to aggrandize themselves at our expense, we must unite 
to counteract their influence. 

The information that is received on the subject of manufactures is derived, necessarily, from the 
manufacturers themselves, and is it not the nature of man to favor himself? If they make 50 per cent. 
on their capital, would they not desire still more? And as we are agriculturists, spread over a wide 
surface, and as they are, comparatively, few in numbers, however powerful in wealth, with the advantage 
of union and concert, they can still hope to gain whatever they wish, however unequal or exorbitant ; and 
this is one great reason why they have succeeded thus far. 

If your honorable bodies were to offer, as a bounty, twenty dollars for every hundred yards of 
domestic woolens, and our manufacturers, through this means, were to receive six millions annually, 
enabling them to line their rivers with thriving villages, the whole country would pronounce it unconsti- 
tutional; but, really, we can see no practical difference between this and where (in articles we must have) 
the duties are raised from 30 to 100 per cent., thus producing prohibition, drawing the 30 per cent. from 
our Treasury, and giving it, with the additional duty, to the manufacturer. If there be a reason why the 
former should be unconstitutional, the same reason must exist against the latter. 

A certain class of our population are clothed as cheaply as possible, say at ten dollars each, and if, 
by this duty on woolens, (which principally operates on the poor,) anything is added to their expense, we 
see no difference in the effects between this and a direct tax on each; and this we protest against as 
unnecessary and unjust. 

We believe we have higher duties now, as mere protecting duties, than any other country. In 
England or France, for example, where the duty may be 60 per cent., yet there is perhaps a direct or 
internal tax amounting to 40 per cent., making the avowed protecting duty in reality but 20 per cent. 
Whereas we have no direct taxes, and every duty of 33} per cent. operates as a protecting duty to that 
extent. Now, if our manafacturers cannot sustain themselves in competition with foreigners, who have to 
pay their own taxes together with ours, it is directly against the interests of the nation to sustain them. 
They then become sores on the body politic, which draw their heated and morbid action from the con- 
sumption of other parts of the system, thus paralyzing the natural vigor of the whole. 
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The manufacturers of wool ask for protection, and say their capital is unproductive without it; and 
this they allege in the face of the admitted fact that since the tariff of 1824 the capital in the woolen 
business has risen from $10,000,000 to $40,000,000. But why may not we, on a like principle, ask for a 
rotection when our capital will now produce not more than four per cent? We are all citizens of the 
Union, entitled to common rights and privileges; and if any are to be assisted on the score of policy, why 
not the larger portion? But is it not clear that when the capital of New England continues to be vested 
in manufactures, and still the owners say they cannot exist, their words and acts are in direct contradic- 
tion? or it is a censure on the natural sagacity and close calculating powers of our northern brethren. 
It is against common sense to suppose that men of intelligence will continue to increase their capital in 
that which yields no profit, but is an expense, where there are so many new avenues to wealth; to believe 
this, and then to see the whole eastern section embellished with rising villages where there is nothing to 
support them but manufactures, is too monstrous for credulity itself. If they had even increased their 
manufactures to too great an extent and thereby suffer, let them bear it; for we know of no right in 
Government to pay men for their avarice or want of judgment. We may emphatically ask, what class 
of men are there that do not now suffer? None, we verily believe, but the moneyed monopolists of the 
north and east. But we have seen it recently stated by some distinguished converts to the manufacturing 
monopoly, that the manufacturers of wool have claims to the protection of Government because Great 
Britain has decreased her tax on the raw material. This we protest against as arrant sophistry; for it 
must have been known to those who advance it that that will only protect the manufacturers of fine 
woolens; and it is the second minimum of the woolens bill which includes the largest portion of woolens 
imported into the United States, and which, under a minimum disguise, imposes a duty of from 37} to 
1394 per cent., against which we solemnly raise our protest. Even admitting what is advanced to be 
true, we do not admit the principle that Government is bound to protect any class of citizens from the 
irregularities or policy of any foreign Government. As well might we claim protection from the irregu- 
larities of any set of men controlling the cotton trade in foreign markets. This is, indeed, one of the risks 
of the manufacturer which he knew before he entered into the business, and of course there is no obligation 
to sustain him if he loses. 

We earnestly solicit the attention of the members to the injurious effects on our common country, 
where one section May vote away six millions to a manufacturing section, in expectation that the latter 
section may vote with them on the great questions arising on the public lands in the west, involving 
perhaps the gift of millions. We then stand in the position of “hewers of wood and drawers of water.” 
his would be creating a system of patronage which would wear away the substantial landmarks of 
liberty. We want not freedom in name but in fact. Abstract liberty, like al! other abstractions, has no 
existence. We want it in something tangible; in the just and equal protection of our rights and property. 

We protest against all prohibitions, as diminishing the revenue of the Government, as decreasing our 
imports, and, consequently, the commerce of the country; for it is our vessels principally which bring our 
imports; decrease the latter, and you diminish the former. This, then, must weaken our Navy, that great, 
safe, and successful arm of our defence; for from whence is it that we draw those practiced seamen, 
indispensable for our Navy, but from our commerce? All history shows that no nation in modern times 
can sustain herself without a Navy. We protest against England’s being held out as an example for us to 
follow in manufactures; for although almost all her enlightened statesmen and all her scientific writers 
now condemn the restrictive system at which our eastern brethren are now so eagerly grasping, we depre- 
cate the idea of being forced into that artificial state of existence from which even she is now seeking to 
disinthrall herself. Derange her trade, and you throw upon her community a miserable, starving mob of 
manufacturers, moving through the land with the desolation of famine. Ours will not be a poor, unarmed 
crowd; with the rights of armed freemen, they will sweep onward with the convulsive fury of the living 
storm. We protest against a system which naturally in its progress brings down the lofty independence 
of a man, and converts him into a mere mechanical engine administering cotton to a spinning jenny. 

We protest against the shallow idea of a system forced upon us under the imposing name of 
“ American,” and which, whilst it wrings from industry its hardest earnings, we are told in the end it is 
to make us “independent.”. We want not the inglorious independence of a nation who, through a 
mistaken, selfish policy, slumbers within her own borders. We want a free trade and a liberal exchange 
of everything, with a name known in every land, and a commerce felt on every sea. We are more than 
willing to pay duties for the support of our Government; but not for the sustenance 6f a moneyed, specu- 
lating aristocracy. We are willing to support manufactures to supply the essentials of a war, when we 
are involved in such a contest, or about to approach one; but, as to the great pretext advanced in favor 
of the manufacturing system, that such is the policy of this nation, with a sparse population extending 
over more than a million of square miles, to be raised into existence and fed at the expense of every other 
great interest, we most solemnly protest against it. 

We are no factionists. We think it is our interest, as we know it to be our desire, to keep in close 
friendship and union with all parts of our now happy country; but we can never feel it to be to our 
interest or our desire to sacrifice our property, and with it our population and strength, to what we kuow 
to be alone the interest of the monopolists of any section. In defence of principle against a petty tax on 
tea the chivalry of the south was found freely braving the gash of death in the dreadful field of battle. 
There is now a tax proposed more insupportable; and if its principles are once admitted, what guaranty 
liave we that they will not be pushed to any extent which avarice may claim or usurpation sanction ? 
This would be making us, although not in name, yet, to all intents and purposes, colonists to an overbearing 
majority; and we have not yet so far sunk from the high inheritance of our ancestors as to live in an 
inglorious bondage. We, therefore, most respectfully, but earnestly, pray and remonstrate that your 
honorable bodies will, in arresting the contemplated bill, reject a system which cannot but be productive 
of the most injurious consequences to the true policy and lasting welfare of our happy nation. 

[Signed by a number of the inhabitants of Edgefield district. ] 
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IN FAVOR OF INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 31, 182 


At arespectable meeting of agriculturists, manufacturers, and others friendly to the encouragement and 
protection of American industry, held at the capitol, in the city of Albany, on the 26th day of November 
1827, to take into consideration the propriety of memorializing Congress in favor of further protection to the 
growers and manufacturers of wool and other domestic productions, the meeting was called to order by 
Mr. Elisha Dorr, and, on his nomination, Mr. Benjamin Knower was appointed chairman and Gideon . 
Hawley secretary. 

Jesse Buell, Esq., having addressed the meeting on the subject for which they had assembled, moved 
for the appointment of a committee to prepare resolutions expressive of the sense of the meeting on the 
aforesaid subject; which motion having been adopted, Messrs. Jesse Buell, Elisha Dorr, Samuel A. Foot 
James Porter, and William L. Marcy, were thereupon appointed such committee. 

The committee having retired for a short time, returned, and reported the following resolutions, in 
blank as*to the names of the committee therein mentioned: 

Resolved, That the interests of agriculture are pre-eminently entitled to the fostering care of Govern- 
ment; that those who by their labors feed and enrich the nation, and in times of war are the strongest 
bulwark of our defence, should be protected and encouraged in these labors by our national guardians, 

Resolved, That an increased duty upon foreign wool will tend to relieve the present embarrassments 
of the farmer, save his flocks from a further diminution, and prevent the recurrence, in the time of war, of 
a mortifying dependence upon our enemy for the necessary clothing of our citizens and soldiers. 

Resolved, That, as the policy of those nations from whom we import most of our foreign manufactures 
will no longer permit their subjects to exchange their goods with our citizens for their breadstuffs and 
other provisions, except under circumstances that will rarely occur, prudence admonishes us to have our 
clothing made at home from our own cotton and wool; whereby a reciprocal benefit will result to the 
farmer and manufacturer in exchanging clothing for food, national industry will be promoted, and inde- 
pendence and prosperity secured. 

Resolved, That the beneficial effects of the tariff of 1816 and 1824, in multiplying our cotton mant- 
factories, in improving the quality of their fabrics, and diminishing their price to the consumers, without 
lessening our national revenue, affords reasonable grounds for believing that a moderate increase of duties 
upon woolens, iron, hemp, and such manufactured articles as we possess the materials and skill for 
making in quantities sufficient for our wants, would be highly conducive to the public good. 

Resolved, That we approve of the proceedings of the convention of agriculturists, manufacturers, and 
others, assembled at Harrisburg on the 31st of July last, in recommending and urging upon Congress to 
extend an adequate protection and encouragement to the growing of wool, hemp, and flax, to woolens, 
iron, and steel, and other articles of domestic production and manufacture. 

Resolved, That Jesse Buell, Elisha Dorr, Samuel A. Foot, James Porter, and William L. Marcy, be a 
committee to prepare a memorial to Congress expressing the views of this meeting, and embodying in it 
such facts, now presented to our consideration, as are calculated to evince the beneficial effects that are 
expected to arise from giving practical operation to these views; and that the committee cause the 
memorial to be presented to our fellow-citizens for their signatures, and forward the same to Congress. 

Which resolutions having been read and considered, were adopted, and the blank therein filled with 
the names of the committee who reported the resolutions. 

On motion of Mr. William Mayell, seconded by Jabez D. Hammond, Esq., the following resolution was 
adopted: 

desolved, That it be recommended to the citizens throughout the State to convene together in their 
several towns, or otherwise, for the purpose of memorializing Congress on the subject of the encourage- 
ment of agriculturé, wool-growing, and manufactures; and that they solicit Congress to give such 
encouragement by the passing of a proper tariff bill; and that a committee of correspondence be appointed 
to further this object. 

Messrs. William Mayell, Isaiah Townsend, Samuel M. Hopkins, John 8. Van Rensselaer, and Jabez 
D. Hammond, were appointed a committee of correspondence under the preceding resolution. 

The meeting, after ordering their proceedings to be published in all the newspapers in the city, 
adjourned. 

B. KNOWER, Chairman. 

G. Hawtey, Secretary. 





MEMORIAL. 


Zo the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 

The memorial of the undersigned, citizens of the city and county of Albany, respectfully shows: That, 
under a justifiable confidence that governmental protection would be afforded to the wool-growers and 
woolen manufacturers of our country, arising as well from the reiterated recommendations of several of our 
National Executives, as from the manifest importance of these branches of industry to the independence 
and prosperity of the nation, a very large capital has been appropriated to the raising of sheep and the 
erection of woolen manufactories. That the law of 1824 has failed to afford that protection which was 
expected from its operation, by reason of countervailing measures on the part of the British Government, 
the reduced price of wool in the foreign market, and the evasions, in various ways, of the provisions of 
that law. That both the wool-grower and woolen manufacturer have, in consequence, become seriously 
embarrassed for want of a fair market for the products of their capital and industry, and are threatened 
with greater evils, should their hopes of prompt and efficient aid from Congress fail to be realized. 
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Your memorialists would further represent, that another class of our citizens, comprising more than 
half of the population of the nation, is deeply interested in the promotion of domestic manufactures. 
We allude to the grain-growing and grazing farmers. Their flour, beef, pork, &c., are no longer received 
in Europe in exchange for the foreign goods they buy. The exportation of flour, their great staple to 
foreign countries, has decreased, in nine years, from eighteen millions to about four millions of dollars. 
A home market can alone be depended on for remuneration for their labors. This has been already partially 
created in the numerous manufacturing establishments which have sprung up in our country. 

Should Congress give growth and permanency to this market by a moderate increase of duty upon such 
foreign goods as the nation can furnish within itself, the benefits will be great, your memorialists confi- 
dently believe, to every branch of national industry. 

Your memorialists forbear to enlarge, presuming that the facts necessary to a right conclusion upon 
the subject are familiar to your honorable body. 

Believing that you will be guided in your deliberations by an ardent zeal to promote the best 
interests of vur country, we content ourselves with soliciting, respectfully, that relief and encouragement 
may be extended to our agriculturists and manufacturers, particularly to the growers of wool, flax, and 
hemp, and the manufacturers of woolens and iron. 

Apany, December 4, 182. 
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IN FAVOR OF INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 31, 1827. 


To the honorable the House of Representatives of the United States: 

The petition of the manufacturers of Paterson, New Jersey, and more especially of those engaged in 
the manufacture of flax and hemp, humbly showeth: That your petitioners have on many other occasions 
respectfully approached your honorable body on the subject of additional protection to the manufacturers 
of hemp and flax; but their appeals hitherto have been in vain. On one occasion, when at least they had 
hoped for some amelioration of their condition by the law regulating the tariff in 1824, they were not only 
disappointed, but left to deplore that any attempt had been made to solicit your favorable consideration 
of their interests. 

The duty on imported canvas and other coarse fabrics was specific antecedent to the passage of that 
law. It was therein changed to ad valorem, and by this modification your petitioners lost nearly thirty 
per cent. of that protection which had existed for years before the establishment of a manufactory in these 
United States. The specific duty on all canvas amounted to $2 and $2 50 per bolt, then almost the only 
article manufactured in the country. The ad valorem duty of 15 per cent. on heavy duck, costing as it 
does about 70 roubles in Russia, amounts to a little more than $1 80; and on light or ravens duck, valued 
at 20 roubles, the duty will amount to about 60 cents per bolt. Thus it will be remarked, that whilst 
every other manufacture of the country received the aid of your fostering hand, the situation of your 
petitioners became much worse, and the consequence has been that the proprietors of many of these 
establishments for manufacturing flax have not only been compelled to stop their works, but the machinery 
is offered in the market at a very great and, in many instances, unheard of sacrifice. Such is the present 
condition of most of them. And that the loss may be partially estimated, we beg to assure your honor- 
able body that not less than half a million of dollars is now expended and must be irrecoverably lost 
under this depression without the interference of your salutary aid and protection. If manufactories have 
any claims on account of the employment they afford to laboring population, we may safely say that much 
more is required in the manufacture of flax than in the production of cloth from any other material; arising 
out of the greater number and variety of processes, together with the imperfection of the machinery 
employed to supply the place of manual labor. 

Another serious difficulty under which your petitioners are now suffering, in addition to the want of 
adequate protection, is, that the revenue laws are more frequently violated in the exportation of canvas 
than in that of any other article. It has been stated, and it is believed with truth, that canvas is taken 
on board of vessels bound on foreign voyages for the benefit of drawback, and made up on board into 
sails; the debenture is, notwithstanding, recovered at the custom-house, and the requisite documents pre- 
sented to cancel the bonds. Your petitioners do not intend to cast obloquy on the officers of the customs; 
they see that the requirements of the law are complied with; the evil lies in the facility with which certi- 
ficates of landing are procured abroad. How many there are who take advantage of this imperfection of 
our laws your petitioners cannot pretend to say; but it is not unfrequently practiced, and thus much 
revenue is lost to the nation. 

One other practice occurs which, by the laws of other Governments, is provided against. Our vessels 
often proceed on their voyages with old sails, with the express intention of procuring new ones at those 
ports where canvas may be purchased somewhat cheaper; and it has happened that new vessels have 
gone to Europe with the old sails of other vessels for the same purpose of obtaining an entire new suit 
on their arrival. Your honorable body will call to mind that this may happen also with cordage and light 
chains; it actually did occur so frequently with chain cables that it became necessary so to modify the 
law relating to this article as to prevent these various frauds. ; 

Thus it is that we labor under more impediments to advancement than any other domestic manufac- 
turers, -in not having the protection of the Government nor the friendly disposition of the consumer; 
besides that, we have to contend against the violation of the revenue laws, the prejudice always arising 
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on the introduction of a new article for consumption, the experience and capital of the foreign manufac. 
turer, and the encouragement of foreign Governments to the industry of their own country. 

Under all these difficulties we humbly pray that your honorable body will take into consideration the 
peculiar hardship of our case, and extend to us that protection which others have received at your hands, 
If no other can obtain, the demands of common justice seem to require that, at least, we should be placed 
in the situation we were previously to the passage of the law in 1824 regulating the tariff. But we 
would most respectfully suggest that such an alteration should take place as would enable us successfull 
to pursue our occupations without fear from the overwhelming influence of the foreign manufacturer; and 
the following duties would tend to accomplish that desirable end: 





On the importation of heavy duck, manufactured from hemp or flax .......... 10 cents per square yard, 
On light or ravens duck, from hemp or flax ......... 20+ ee ceeeeeeeeeee cece BEcvetiwesd ly 
DUMBDOIEG 20 oso cccccesrccescccccsccdsceseesaseessesevcesessssesecoses Syaeeswees ee 
ee PEP TTT LTT EEE RTTEUCLE TET E LL Bete ewe he ee ee 
Burlaps.... ..cccccccccscsccccccscesccscscsecssscesscsscsssccssccsene Wiis Cauchy plan ee 
Twine, and flax or hemp yarns..........2.ceescccceccccccccccccccvccvces 6 cents per pound. 


This protection, and limiting the debenture to be obtained on not less than one hundred bolts of duck 
to be exported, would secure to us the home market now, the markets of South America hereafter, and 
turn the attention of the agriculturists of the country to a new channel, from whence there would arise 
incalculable benefits. 

The finer qualities of flaxen and hempen goods have not as yet been attempted in our country; the 
manufacturers have devoted their attention almost exclusively to the coarser descriptions, the princi- 
pal of which has been canvas, as being more of it consumed, and most likely, for a great variety of 
reasons, to be encouraged by the people and the Government. The number of factories, the quantity and 
value of goods which might be manufactured, together with the number of acres of land which would 
probably be brought into cultivation, may be ascertained by a reference to the report of the committee 
appointed in the convention at Harrisburg on the subject of flax and hemp manufactures, hereunto attached, 
Of all the establishments therein mentioned, only two are in operation, and these entirely from the demand 
for canvas for the supply of the Navy of the United States, in which it has long been used to the satis. 
faction of those experienced and highly competent judges, the Commissioners of the Navy, and the various 
ofticers commanding the vessels, who, notwithstanding the objections raised by others, pronounce it to be 
greatly superior to any foreign canvas ever used on board our national ships. 

The present establishments could now manufacture 870,000 pounds of flax, equal to 19,500 bolts of 
canvas per annum; the cost of the former would be $104,000; the sale of the latter would amount to 
$273,000, which would yield to the industry of the country a gross sum of $377,000, of which the farmer 
would have the exclusive benefit of one-third of this amount, whilst the laborer would receive $169,000, 
and the country would be comparatively independent, with an article in quality every way superior. 

The progress to the capability of manufacturing this quantity has been accomplished in the course of 
five or six years, and an immediate advantage might at once be derived from it. If, then, so much has 
been done in so short a time without any protection, we have reason to conclude, from a proper 
encouragement to the manufacturer, that in four years more we should be fully able to supply the entire 
home demand, and, reasoning from what has been effected in cotton and other fabrics, this article would 


be afforded cheaper to the consumer at the expiration of that time than he could possibly import a similar 


uality. 
The quantity of canvas and other articles manufactured from hemp and flax imported into the 
United States on an average of years may be found by a reference to the report made at Harrisburg, 
already mentioned, to which your petitioners solicit the attention of your honorable body. 

Your petitioners have no doubt but that it was contemplated to extend a protection to the manufac- 
turers of hemp and flax by the law of 1824 equally with the manufacturers of every other article; but to 
ascertain, with some degree of precision, the actual situation in which they were left by that tariff, it 
becomes necessary to revert to the report of the honorable the Secretary of the Treasury for the year 
ending September 30, 1826; it will there be found that, of imported articles manufactured from hemp and 
flax, which are not subject to 25 per cent. ad valorem duty, the whole value amounted to the enormous 
sum of $2,757,080, whilst those paying an ad valorem duty of 25 per cent. only amounted to $229,946, not 
quite one-tenth of the amount of goods paying less than 25 per cent. duty, and certainly not exceeding in 
value the operations of a factory of 2,000 spindles, employing 300 hands, for twelve months; whilst those 
articles, composing the great bulk of the consumption of the country, have met with a reduction of pro- 
tection, and are, in fact, the only description of goods we either pretend to or can manufacture, although 
it was unquestionably the intention of Congress in 1824 to have granted further aid and protection. 

As a measure of policy, almost every foreign nation has devised means to encourage the manufacture 
of canvas, and perhaps no other ever possessed the capability to manufacture it which is exhibited all 
over the United States. England, to equal whose naval strength, at no distant period, we indulge the 
expectation, has done more perhaps than any other country in enacting such laws as would secure to her 
maritime interests complete independence. There the importer has the option to pay either the specific 
duty of 7}d. the square yard, or 40 per cent. ad valorem, and “ foreign-made sails on board any ship or 
vessel belonging to any of his Majesty’s subjects, whether in use or not, for every one hundred pounds 
value, thirty pounds” duty. The coarser qualities of goods are rated in a similar proportion; for flaxen 
or hempen goods, not enumerated, woven twenty threads to the inch, and not exceeding twenty-four 
threads, pay a duty of 34d. per square yard, to be reduced one-eighth of a half-penny for seven years, and 
in 1834 the duty is fixed at 3d. per square yard; there, goods woven twenty-four threads to the inch, and 
not exceeding thirty, the duty is 5d., to reduce one-eighth of one penny for seven years, and in 1834 the 
duty is fixed at 4d. per square yard; or linen goods may be imported at an ad valorem duty of forty per 
cent. at the choice of the importer. In addition to this, the custom-house and dock dues and expenses 
are considerably more than is paid in any other country—a circumstance which operates materially in 
favor of the manufacturer. 

The duty on imported flax, dressed or undressed, to 1826, is 4d. per 112 pounds, to reduce one penny 
to 1828, and after that it pays one penny per 112 pounds. Thus it appears that the English manufacturer 
is protected in every possible manner, and directly over the American manufacturer nearly 200 per cent.; 
whilst foreign flax is there subject to a little less than a mill per pound, and our farmer is protected to 
the extent of nearly 14 cent per pound. Not that your petitioners mean to complain of this; the principal 
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is admitted by them to be correct; they only desire a due proportion of those favors so liberally bestowed 
upon other members of the community. 

Is it not a matter of deep intcrest to become independent in those articles of consumption without 
which our comforts are greatly lessened? Few there are who would not have consented to the sacrifice 

if so it be) of that protection to coarse flax fabrics which would have secured to them the necessaries 
they were sorely experiencing the want of, whilst the nation was engaged in war. Let us call to mind 
the condition in which our Navy would be placed under such circumstances as occurred in our last conflict 
with Great Britain. 

The whole naval force of the United States, as we have seen stated, at present consists of 12 ships- 
of-the-line, 16 frigates, 13 sloops-of-war, and 6 schooners. The duck which would be required to fit out 
these vessels would amount to 28,987 bolts, of 40 yards each, according to the estimate of an experienced 
sailmaker, viz: 


12 ships-of-the-line, each 900 bolts ............. ccc cece eens eee ee 10,800 

a sk Cane k ess Woe Chae e eee bhi deeeedunscenesacees 6,400 

Bie MP PEE, WR FOG TOO nn 6 oon ec ccc cece cere cateveaccccscesocs 5,190 
ee crc as cha Dee eens keene nebeeeserccsccevsese 1,020 

Head and top cloths and tarpaulins, about...............c cece e cece cece cces 2,000 

De I, PRO IIS 5 ook ica eae ids cuewwssecerccscconsercces 3,577 

I Cr NN NN ic viran cede dwds sMacddees eabenbicdeseuan ders 28,987 bolts, 


nearly one-half of the whole importation of heavy duck into the United States in any one year. This being 
considered, and as high as one dollar per yard was paid for the sails of one of our frigates during the last 
war, it is of itself almost convincing as respects the policy of protecting manufactures of this article. In 
addition to the difficulty, indeed, almost impossibility, of procuring any, it would cost the nation to fit out 
these vessels for sails alone, in time of war, $1,159,440; whereas, were our home manufactures encouraged 
and protected, the expense of providing the auxiliary means of national defence would not exceed $350,000 
under any circumstances. There would then ke a saving to the country, at a time too when it would be 
most desirable, of about $809,440. We, therefore, beg leave to urge this inquiry on the consideration of 

our honorable body, as manufacturers of an article indispensable equally to the commerce of the country 
as for its defence and glory. 

The importing merchants are convinced themselves of the unequal and unfavorable operation of 
ad valorem duties: for the manufacturer of other countries can always send forward his supplies at less 
invoice cost than the individual giving the order to the foreign manufacturer, and through a foreign 
merchant. It frequently happens that our merchants suffer losses by the foreign manufacturer following 
on their orders for similar goods with large shipments on his own account, on which various charges and 
commissions are saved; and these articles are sold at auction, to the entire discomfiture of all the plans 
and calculations of our importers. 

There is a fraud under which the American manufacturer disadvantageously labors; it is seriously 
deplored by all interested. And if your petitioners suffer under any peculiar hardship, it is, that, when 
an article, new in its composition or workmanship, is made acceptable in the market, samples are imme- 
diately sent by agents to other countries, where the goods are imitated, and the difference in capital, 
experience, machinery, and bounties allowed on exportation, enable them to inundate the country, to the 
utter extinction of the domestic article. This has been done this year; and is to occur, during the next, 
with the manufacturers of hemp and flax. We have extracts from letters addressed by foreign manufac- 
turers to their agents in this country, in which, to use their own expressions, they say “ they are determined 
to put down the manufacturers of canvas,” particularly during the year to come. Your petitioners, 
knowing the power their enemies have, are now dreading this event; nor can they be relieved from this 
anticipated annihilation but through the interposition of your favorable influence and authority. 

This is not a question of sectional or individual interest; the whole country must derive advantage 
from the protection and encouragement of the manufacturers of flax and hemp. The raw material may be 
grown in any part of the United States, and millions of acres of land would be brought into cultivation 
ifa demand could be created. It is, however, your petitioners believe, only to be accomplished by 
securing to ourselves the home market, which views are confirmed in the history of every other raw 
material used for manufacturing purposes; and, after this effect is once produced, we may look forward to 
the supply of many other countries where manufactories may be established; thousands of working hands 
will be excited to healthful employment and new efforts, which must eventuate in their particular 
independence and good, and the general welfare and independence of the country. In England, where 
the corn laws are so absorbing in their influence, flax stands, in the reports of their Board of Agriculture, 
as the next valuable crop to wheat, although without protection. Why is it, then, (fostered as it is by 
us,) that we are not to become the exporters as well as manufacturers of this material? The reason, to 
your petitioners, is obvious: there is no immediate, direct demand to cause an excitement of those energies 
among that class of people who, in our country, are characteristically as enterprising as any other citizens, 
and more so than the farmers of any other country. 

Left, as we are, without any the least aid from your honorable body, even in a more deplorable 
situation than we were antecedent to the passage of the law in 1824 regulating the customs; threatened 
with annihiJation by the foreign manufacturer, and promising such beneficial results as our industry and 
ingenuity does to the country, we humbly and earnestly implore your honorable body that you may be 
pleased in your wisdom and justice to grant us that protection which, as it appears to your petitioners, 
is absolutely necessary to sustain, not only the manufacturers of hemp and flax, but the best interests of 
the country. 

And, as in duty bound, your petitioners will ever pray. 


Paterson, New Jersey, December 22, 1827. 


The above petition was adopted at a meeting of the township of Acquahanone, and recommended for 


the signatures of the people. 
WARREN HAIGHT, Chairman. 


JoserH Smiru, Secretary. 
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Extract from the proceedings of the General Convention at Harrisburg. 


It appears from the Treasury report of 1827 that in the year ending the 30th September, 1826, the 








amount of imported articles manufactured out of flax, not subject to 25 per cent. duty, was $2,757,080 
All other, paying duty of 25 per Cent... 0.0... .. eee eee eee eect eee eee eee e ees 229 946 
TEE COREE TTC TEC TEE CEE eee eect cece eee e eens 1,738,846 

All Gilson, GEOPE COPMARS 6 o.oo ns cece ec sec cc eeccrscecesensenseessetereseeenns 48,909 
LS 

4,774,781] 

Of cotton bagging there was imported 2,204,822 yards, valued at................ enews $274,973 


Of cordage, twine, pack thread, and seine twine, there was imported, in the same year, 
1,949,915 pounds, of which 325,641 pounds was twine, pack thread, and seine twine, 








ee ee rT yee ee ete n eee eee eee e eee e eee eees 147,426 

Of hemp manufactured there was imported, in the same period, 88,116 cwt........... eee 551,757 
And of flax imported no return can be found; but, from a pretty correct source, it is 

INA BE GUO ORS HOUIES, VRINET BE. oon an ees i ccc acc cescecreesansvssenweses 72,000 

Total valee of bagging, condage, TWINO IC. «2... o5 560500. . cosses nese ccesess 1,046,156 





The committee cannot state the precise quantity and value of each article imported last year, but, 
from the Treasury report referred to, it appears that the cost of sail-cloth imported was $856,474; and, 
estimating the bolt of said cloth at the average cost in Russia, of $15 per bolt, it would give 57,100 bolts 
as the importations of that year of that single article, which would require 1,884,000 pounds of hemp or 
flax for the manufacture of it, valued at $226,000. 

Take for data the following schedule of the imports from Russia only, in the year 1822, viz: 





Pounds, 

40,554 bolts heavy sail-cloth, the average quantity of flax or hemp required to make it 
ES ne eee eee ee ree ere Se ee ee er ere ee ree ee eT 1,621,760 
EEE LEE EE LET TOL TT ee TTT TET Tee T Te eT rT eT er Te ee 915,340 
eis 6G Wukink paw k sone ebb kk ER DM E'S 6s x4 ADASUEN RRO DEE HA SER OS 723,880 
ES NNO. as oe ccde kee ceeee ssbe es enen sek cee Sees eee denewe ew res 575,810 
ee Pee eT eT TT eee Tr eT Tee ET TTT TSE e TTT TE Te Tee eee 2,000 
he kd oe RENEE EAS CARNAL SESs Oe NGOS ORS SKERIEES REE. 20,120 
EEE OE eet eee ee ee ee ee ee ee 21,000 
ee iedy b hob abs wins SEEN ESES 6 40S CREEK WES NO RESREO OOS 24,000 
EC ee ea a eT er eS ee re ee 280,000 
PETE E TEE EEO POPC COT OT CT TREE eT TT ee rT eT er trek Tee 2,900 
Total amount of pounds required of hemp and flax............ cece cece ee eeeeee 4,186,810 











Which would cost $523,350, and bring into cultivation at least 13,800 acres of land for its growth. 

From the increased importation of sail-cloth since 1822, which is 8 per cent., it would, taking the 
foregoing estimate, made on the importation from Russia in 1822, as data, require at least 4,521,700 
pounds of flax, valued at $542,600, and the use of 15,000 acres of land for the growth of the raw 
material for the manufacture of those articles from Russia alone. For the manufacture of cotton bagging 
that was imported in 1826 it would require at least 3,300,000 pounds, or 1,473 tons of hemp; valued at 
the same rate as in the Treasury report, viz: $125 per ton, would give an amount of $184,125, and would 
require the cultivation of 8,000 acres of land to produce it. 

From the foregoing items the following estimate is made of the quantity and value of the raw material 
requisite for the manufacture of the hempen and flaxen fabrics imported into the United States last year, 
together with the quantity and value of hemp and flax, in the raw state, imported in the same period, viz: 





Pounds. Value. 

For sail-cloth, ravens duck, and other coarse articles, imported from Russia 
alone, it would require, of flax and hemp..............0.scsceccceeees 4,521,700 $542,600 
oe ee A gn 3,300,000 184,000 
Por cordage, twine, &c., hemp end flax... .. 2.6 oss cic eccscccocescsvesees 1,949,915 147,426 
nn 9,869,000 551,757 
Re ee a cL va Beebe Kure ewe apiece 600,000 72,000 
IN rbd Ces os iwindsé GNIS ERO SENOS Uae caseudedeeedas 20,239,915 1,497,783 








Requiring the cultivation of nearly 50,000 acres of land for the growth of the raw material, giving 
employment directly to 7,000 hands to manufacture it, and indirectly to very many more. 

In the foregoing estimate the quantity and value of the raw material is not included, which is requisite 
for the manufacture of various articles of hemp and flax included in the Treasury report. Of the amount 
of the value of the imported articles manufactured from these materials, the committee have confined 
themselves in bringing to the notice of this convention nothing but the most prominent articles of the 
coarser fabrics, and such as can be readily manufactured and the raw material grown in our own country. 
But though the coarse article is principally alluded to in this report, yet the finer articles of linen 
manufacture, of sheetings, of shirtings, sewing and shoe thread, and all the articles of finer fabrics of 
hemp and flax, would be materially promoted, and the manufacture of them encouraged by a judicious 
protection. 

Of the ability of the manufacturers of this country to meet all demands for the manufactured articles 
of hemp and flax, not only for our own consumption, but also for exportation, there can be no doubt in the 
mind of any person of common observation, when he looks to what has been done in the manufacture of 
cotton, iron, nails, glassware, and many other articles. 
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There are in the United States seven establishments, containing 2,620 spindles, for spinning flax, 
which, if fully employed in the manufacture of sail-cloth, could make 19,500 bolts of duck annually, 
requiring 870,000 pounds of flax, (for it is of flax that it is made in this country,) the cost of which would 
be $104,000, and, when made into canvas, would sell for $273,000, yielding to the industry of the country 
$169,000,and giving employment to 640 hands, exclusive of those employed in the agricultural branch. 

If, within the period of five or six years, we are enabled to make more than half the sail-cloth which 
is consumed in the United States, surely no fears need obtain that the demand for both the Americas 
cannot be supplied by our own manufactures; provided that protection which is absolutely necessary for 
the ‘ai yeaa of the existing establishments, and the encouragement for the establishing of new ones, 
is afforded. 

To show the necessity of further protection to this branch of national industry, or rather, more properly 
speaking, what ought to constitute a branch of it, it is remarked that sail-cloth, or duck, is only subject to 
a duty of 15 per cent. ad valorem, the same duty as is imposed on the raw material, flax. Previous to the 
revision of the tariff in 1824, the duty on a bolt of duck, with custom-house charges, amounted to $2 124 

er bolt. In the bill imposing a new rate of duty, as sent from the House of Representatives to the Senate, 
a duty of 25 per cent. ad valorem was imposed on all goods manufactured from hemp or flax. The Senate, 
however, disagreed to this item of the tariff, and, so far as related to cotton bagging and sail-cloth, a 
compromise took place, the duty on cotton bagging was fixed at 3? cents per square yard, and a duty of 
15 per cent. ad valorem imposed on sail-cloth, which, with custom-house charges, will only amount to 
$1 874 per bolt, even on the best kinds of Russia duck; thus placing the manufacturer in a worse situation 
than he was in previous to the revision of the tariff, by a reduction of at least 25 cents per bolt. 

Small as this protection is, still the manufacturer is in a measure deprived of a portion of it by the 
evasion of the laws relating to drawback, as sail-cloth is sometimes shipped in vessels bound on long 
voyages, entered for the benefit of drawback, and a landing certificate procured; but the canvas is made 
up on board the ship by which it was exported, and the duty on the importation is returned to the shipper, 
under the idea that the article was landed and left behind in some foreign port. 

In England the manufacture of canvas is directly protected, inasmuch as every English ship, whether 
naval or commercial, is clothed with British manufactured sail-cloth; and if a merchant vessel should, 
during her voyage, be compelled to use any foreign sail-cloth to replace sails worn out or destroyed, the 
captain is obliged, on his return to an English port, to enter all sail-cloth so used, and pay the regular 
import duty on it, even though the duck may have been in use eighteen months, and worth little or nothing. 
This protection is secured under heavy penalties, and gives to the English manufacturer the opportunity 
of not only supplying the canvas necessary to navigate the ship, but also what may be necessary to meet 
the wear during the voyage. But our ships, as it is well known, frequently leave our ports with barely a 
sufficient stock of sails to carry them across the Atlantic; and, when arrived out, they are supplied with 
foreign duck, thus depriving the manufacturer of the supply. 

Should the old cry of monopoly be raised by the objectors to any further revision of the tariff, and the 
charge of fostering and pampering overgrown establishments and their proprietors be reiterated, the 
answer is ready. They are referred to the effect of competition in the manufacture of coarse cottons, 
window glass, nails, and other articles, which are now furnished to the consumers at lower prices than 
when they were imported from England under the old tariff. An adequate protection, and one which 
would not prove injurious to the revenue, would at once give life and activity to the several establishments 
which are now either wholly suspended, or are only enabled to sustain a precarious existence by the limited 
orders for the supply of the United States Navy; only two establishments being now engaged in the 
manufacture of sail-cloth. Give employment even to the existing manufactories, and it would encourage 
the growth of hemp and flax to a very large extent. Nothing but a steady, certain demand is wanting for 
the raw material—such a demand as should not be affected and rendered abortive by overwhelming ship- 
ments from Europe of the manufactured article—to induce the agriculturist to produce an adequate supply 
for all the wants of the country; and thus, in a measure, afford some relief to the excess of the wheat, rye, 
corn, and tobacco crops, by bringing into cultivation a long-neglected product of our soil. 

The policy of protecting the manufacturers of sail-cloth and other articles of vital importance will 
be confessed by all those who have the true interests of their country at heart, and who recollect the 
exorbitant prices paid for sail-cloth, and other indispensable articles, at the commencement of and during 
the last war, when duck sold for $40 to $54 per bolt; an article indispensable to the commerce of the 
country, as also for its defence and glory. 
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AGAINST THE INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 31, 1827. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States : 

The citizens of Beaufort district, with the highest respect and attachment, claim the attention of the 
representatives of the nation to wrongs which we feel we are sustaining, and which are sought to be 
aggravated by successive tariffs on articles of consumption necessary to our wants and indispensable to 
our comforts. - 

The power of Congress to regulate commerce is admitted by all; but we cannot concur in the opinion 
that this contemplates more than the collection of duties just sufficient for the indispensable support of 
Government. Taxation, direct or indirect, always odious, has arisen out of civilized society, and is 
submitted to by a people only to avoid the greater evils of anarchy. Wantonly to press the principle 
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leads to a corruption of Government, and the consequent impoverishment and wretchedness of the citizen, 
Justice and economy we have always desired to believe are the great pillars of a Republic; undermine 
these, the splendid edifice of self-government totters and falls to the ground. 

We pray your honorable body to believe that, in this application, we are not influenced by any 
extraneous feelings or sectional jealousies. Knowing, as we do, that all power emanates from and 
actually remains with the people, we have no fear but that the temporary errors or wanton misrule 
of their servants will be speedily corrected. It is the Government, and not the governors, that form the 
strongest link of our attachment; recognizing, in its fullest extent, the patriotic sentiment of the great 
English admiral, acting under an usurper. 

Neither do we admit that we feel towards other sections of the Union more than an honest rivalry 
desiring, by our unrestrained industry, to add to the credit of our native State and the general welfare of 
the nation. 

In our widely-extended surface ample room is afforded to the good people of the United States to 
prosecute many vocations without trenching on the rights of each other; and we trust and hope that 
your honorable body, constituted of members from all sections, and so consecrated by your fellow-citizeng 
on account of your wisdom and integrity, will recognize a fact so evident. In the prosperity of all, all 
will be made happy. Let trade, as far as possible, regulate itself. 

In the many intercourses of society men will take care of themselves. The agriculturist will purchase 
from him who sells the cheapest and best manufactures. The manufacturer will procure his own materials 
and breadstuffs on the same principles. Commerce, growing out of the other two great classes, and 
indispensable to both, creates a hardy and valiant class of citizens, necessary to our high standing and 
pretensions among nations; commerce enlightens, strengthens, and matures a country by bringing among 
a people the arts, population, and wisdom of other countries. A commercial nation is, in fact, a nation of 
freemen, or has a strong tendency to become so. Despotism cowers under its magic influence. Looking 
to the South American States we have seen a motley multitude of benighted beings converted into free- 
men by bursting asunder the chains of a baneful monoply which interdicted intercourse with foreign 
nations. <A restrictive system is not one natural to the United States of America, or, in our opinion, in 
any way called for by the exigency of the times. If a portion of our fellow-citizens feel it to their interest 
to leave the wholesome employment which nerved the limbs of their hardy ancestors to deeds of never- 
fading glory, and ply their hands to the distaff, let it be so; their genius, their industry, their capital, 
their many local advantages, and, above all, the freedom of our institutions, fully qualify them to enter 
into successful competition with any nation on earth, without recourse to Government for protection. 
The elements of their manufactures grow on their own shores, breathe on their own mountains, and are 
multiplied in their own meadows. 

Already have we seen and felt such singular advantages, and witnessed, with pleasure, the progress 
of our country to independence and wealth. The immense and increasing call for domestic stuffs on our 
own shores, while foreign nations are receiving them with preference, sufficiently insures to the capitalist 
and operator a handsome profit on his investments. If there are exceptions, they must arise from the want 
of skill or experience in some branches, which a little more time will overcome. 

We, of South Carolina, and particularly of our district, are stili desirous of prosecuting the habits and 
vocations of our fathers, and retaining the privilege of purchasing our necessaries where we can be best 
supplied. The present is an age characterized by liberal principles, and civilization, progressing with 
them, pari passu, is widely extending its march. 

Nations have parted with their unprofitable chivalry and feudal usurpations, and are laudably engaged 
in studying the prosperity and happiness of their people. Industry and enterprise are pursued in every 
clime, while keen-eyed diplomacy is indefatigable in procuring commercial advantages. 

Let not the Government of these United States, by ill-timed measures, lose advantages which have 
raised our country to unrivalled eminence and prosperity, or weaken the strong attachment of any portion 
of the Union to our great federal compact. 

While we look to Government to repel all aggressions upon national rights, and to secure a just 
reciprocity from other Powers, we would forbear considering the late acts of some of the Governments 
other than emanating from the necessity of their situation. Long and wasteful wars, with a host of 
sinecures necessary to sustain the aristocracy of their system, have involved them irremediably in debt, 
and driven their statesmen to exhaust their ingenuity in seeking subjects for taxation, from which their 
own people are not exempt, as we know that the colonies pay an enormous duty on the productions of 
their own soil. 

These United States, we are proud to say, are differently circumstanced. The citizen here is 
unshackled by a load of taxation; with an ever-accumulating population to divide the national debt and 
support the reasonable wants of an economical Government, the merchant prosecutes his enterprise, 
unrestricted, through every clime, with the best possible success; while, with fresh and abundant lands, 
the agriculturist and manufacturer furnish the materials of commerce. If these are facts, can oppressive 
tariffs be necessary for the protection of a people with such resources? We believe not. On the other 
hand, we are confident that articles we have to spare must and will, directly or indirectly, find a profitable 
market unless hindered by our own acts, the colonial or other prohibitory restrictions to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

We beg leave to detail to your honorable body some facts of a local nature, and which we feel 
sufficient to strengthen our aversion to an increased tariff on woolen stuffs, prayed for by the manufac- 
turers of this article, and which we perceive is to be brought before the approaching Congress. 

South Carolina, always among the leading States of the Union in the value of her exports, has 
undergone several revolutions in her staple productions, the chief of which occurred towards the close of 
the last century, when some public-spirited citizens introducted the cultivation of cotton as a substitute 
for indigo. Here we encountered all the difficulties incidental to a new and doubtful enterprise. A knowl- 
edge of the manner of cultivation, fitness of soil, and, finally, machinery for preparing the article for 
market, were desiderata only to be obtained by perseverance and much expense. 

The Treasury of the State was opened to remunerate the individual whose felicitous genius invented 
a machine for detaching the green seed from its staple, and which finally has given so much prosperity 
to the States south of the Potomac and millions to European labor; and all of this without a call on the 
National Legislature for one cent, or its interposition in any other way. In Beaufort district, where the 
long staple cotton is chiefly cultivated, we shall feel, in an aggravated degree, the oppressive operation 
of the system proposed; because, while we are taxed heavily on articles necessary for the comfortable 
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clothing of our laborers, cotton bagging, &c., indispensable for the shipment of our staple, not one bale 
of fine cotton is manufactured on our own shores. The foreign capitalist, prohibited selling his merchan- 
dise, must buy sparingly, if at all, and ultimately be compelled to seek for the raw material elsewhere. 
It is in vain to tell us that the manufacturer must have our finest cottons; experience proves that mutual 
benefit is the life of trade. Already have we suffered a reduction of more than 200 per cent. in the value 
of the great object of our industry. Further depreciation must inevitably lead to ruin, or to a system of 
retrenchment which will be felt by our sister States, to whom we have been profitable customers hitherto; 
puying of them largely all articles of domestic uses, contenting ourselves with the assiduous cultivation 
of the earth and the improvement of the great staples of the State. 

Curtail our income, you reduce the value of property, drive us from our favorite vocation, and compel 
us to call up those resources abundantly in our reach, but which we would decline, except in times of 
great necessity. 

Persuaded that wise and prudent rulers must anxiously desire to be well acquainted with the feelings 
and opinions of those for whose benefit they legislate, as being well aware of the powerful influence 
exerted upon the laws by the character of those to whose regulation they are applied, your memorialists 
would esteem it highly criminal not to apprise your honorable body of the sentiments by which they are 
actuated, and the convictions which they entertain with respect to this system of protecting duties, and 
the power from which it derives its sanction, with that frankness and boldness which it befits the citizens 
of a Republic to use when they would restrain within the limits of their authority those to whom they 
have intrusted the administration of their Government. 

Being persuaded, also, that paper charters must soon lose their authority unless carefully guarded 
by the vigilance and intelligence of the people; to preserve the sanctity and usefulness of the Constitution 
which they revere, they protest against this infringement of its provisions as destructive of the security 
which it purports to afford to our rights, and as establishing a precedent for further and more dangerous 
usurpations. 

Desi impressed with these considerations, your memorialists, with the highest respect for your 
honorable body, would express their firm conviction that the enactment of laws for creating a system of 
protecting duties transcends the powers committed to you by the Constitution, and that all the laws 
promulgated to create or sustain this system are without just authority, and impose no moral obligation; 
and it is submitted to the discretion of your honorable body whether a wise policy would dictate a perse- 
yerance in a system which a large portion of the Union feel to be burdensome and believe to be illegal. 
Your memorialists, therefore, earnestly entreat your honorable body to repeal all laws which have 
hitherto been passed for the protection of domestic manufactures, and, more especially, to refrain from 
such enactments in future. And your memorialists will ever pray, &c. 

RICHARD B. SCRIVEN, Chairman. 

Wm. F. Corcock, Secretary. 
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IN FAVOR OF INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 31, 1827. 


At a meeting of wool-growers and manufacturers of the county of Berkshire, convened in pursuance 
of an extensive and general notice through the medium of the public papers, held at Pittsfield on the 
12th instant, Hon. Henry Shaw was called to the chair, and Thomas B. Strong, Esq., appointed secretary. 

Resolved, That whereas the interest of the grower and manufacturer of wool are alike in a ruinous 
situation, beyond our means to retrieve, and only within the power of our Government to redress; and as 
the only way the American citizen can claim the attention of his Government is by petition: 

Therefore resolved, That the chairman and secretary, together with Henry Marsh, Esq., be a committee 
to report to this meeting a memorial to Congress exhibiting our grievances and claiming their protection. 

Whereupon the meeting adjourned, and the following memorial was reported, and unanimously 
approved by the meeting held after adjournment, and by them directed to be signed by the chairman and 
secretary, and be transmitted to the representative of this district in Congress, requesting him to present 
it to that honorable body: 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives in Congress assembled : 


The memorial of the wool-growers and manufacturers of the county of Berkshire, in the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts, respectfully represents that they are extensively engaged in the growing and manu- 
facturing of wool. To these enterprises we have been invited, not more by the local advantages of our 
county than by the professions of encouragement and protection disclosed by the policy of our Govern- 
ment from its establishment to the present day. And if we have not realized all that our actual wants 
demanded, we have never doubted that the same spirit which laid the foundation of our independence in 
1776 would continue to exert its influence until all the great branches of national industry should become 
so firmly established as not to be endangered or ruined by foreign competition. The laws devised for the 
double purpose of revenue and protection to domestic industry have held to us the cheering language of 
encouragement; and, under the pledge thus given, our confidence was established, our capital invested, 
and our exertions have been untiring. But we will not conceal the fact, however flattering to our rivals, 
that foreign policy and legislation, in effect repealing or annulling the laws of an American Congress, 
has left your memorialists to struggle in a competition destructive of our capital and fatal to our hopes. 
To the late Congress we sent up our petition for redress. It went the way of all that vast mass of 
memorials from our fellow-sufferers. Petition is the only form by which the people can address the 
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Government of our country. We looked with confidence to your predecessors; we saw with delight the 
exertions of our friends—with anxiety, the mistaken policy of our adversaries. And if, in that protracted 
struggle, our hopes were deferred, and your interests were suffered still further to languish and decay, still 
it was consoling to witness the public sympathy and the public sentiment generally and forcibly expressed 
in favor of our neglected and suffering interests. 

Your memorialists consider the protection of their interests as a measure of public policy, demanded 
alike by a just regard to the present character and future glory of the nation. We therefore forbear the 
obtrusion of our personal wants, persuaded that considerations of a higher nature must control our 
destiny. We would respectfully refer your honorable body to the resolutions passed, and to the facts 
collected and presented by the convention of Harrisburg, in the full belief that they are entitled to the 
confidence and attention of Congress. To the spirit of the Constitution, to the enlightened patriotism of 
an American Congress, we appeal; and we confidently trust that no sectional views, no political aims, no 
jealous suspicions, will intrude their selfish or distrustful counsels to prevent the adoption of the most 
liberal and efficient protection to the great branches of American industry. In a confederacy like ours, 
the adoption of measures designed to harmonize different interests must result from compromise; and 
whilst we ask for liberality in the measures designed for the protection and advancement of our interests, 
we as cheerfully invoke the same spirit in behalf of the interests of others. Your memorialists respect- 
fully suggest to your honorable body a modification in the revenue laws to the following effect: 

Ist. A square yard duty on imported woolens, graduated upon minimum prices. 2d. A repeal of the 
law allowing credits for duties on imported wools and woolen goods. 38d. An auction duty on all imported 
wools and woolen goods sold at auction. 4th. A specific duty on all imported wool. 5th. A modification 
of the laws appointing appraisers, in such form as that the value of all cloths and wools imported shall 
be fixed by appraisement in the port or place at which they are landed. 

Your memorialists beg leave to remark that, in regard to the square yard duty, as found by experience 
in cottons, no more efficient mode of protection could be devised. The necessity of the credit system 
having long since passed away, the system itself should no longer remain; for what was once designed 
to benefit the enterprise and supply the want of capital to American merchants, is now mainly used by 
the foreign merchant and manufacturer as an auxiliary to his plans for the advancement of their interests 
to the destruction of our own. 

A further serious grievance to your memorialists, and the most ruinous to the fair commercial opera- 
tions of the country, is the auction system as now employed. We are persuaded that, by correcting this 
existing system, Congress can most efficiently aid both the fair American merchant and manufacturer, 
The auction system, aided by the credits afforded at the custom-house, enables the foreigner to dispense 
with capital, and to avoid almost all the risks we are obliged to encounter. Your memorialists respect- 
fully invite the attention of your honorable body particularly to this point. But we will press upon your 
honorable body no further than respectfully to assure you of our confidence in your wisdom and patriotism, 

, HENRY SHAW, Chairman. 





Tuomas B. Srrone, Secretary. 
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DRAWBACK OF DUTIES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 31, 1827. 


Mr. Campre.enc, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was referred a resolution of the 12th of 
December, instructing them to inquire into the expediency of extending the term within which 
merchandise may be exported with the benefit of drawback, reported: 


That the term allowing the privilege of debenture is now limited to twelve months from the date of 
importation. This limitation operates as an unnecessary restriction on the carrying trade, and prevents 
us from engaging in it on equal terms with other nations. Nothing tends more to encourage and facilitate 
this commerce than a liberal debenture system. 

The limitation which it is now proposed to abolish was adopted when our commerce was almost confined 
to the cuasting trade. We were then literally at one extremity of the commercial world, and our impor- 
tations were designed almost exclusively for our own consumption. In our external commerce we were 
dependent, in a measure, on the navigation of Great Britain. A debenture system of any kind, whether 
with or without limitation, was not then so urgently necessary; yet its advantages were wisely appreciated 
by the first Congress, and it was introduced into the act of the 4th of July, 1789, on terms even more 
liberal than those allowed by existing laws. Since that period our commercial condition has been entirely 
changed. Our own navigation is now engaged, at least as far as our commerce is concerned, in all those 
channels of trade which were then occupied by European vessels. Our markets were not then, as they 
are now, furnished with foreign commodities destined for the consumption of other countries. ‘The nations 
south of us did not receive their supplies through this country; nor did Europe then depend partially, as 
she does now, on our navigation for the productions of America, China, and the Indies. This enlargement 
of our foreign commerce, and the peculiar advantages of our commercial position, naturally attract to 
our ports the productions of all countries, not only for our own use, but for the consumption of other 
nations; and this necessarily causes, at all times, a surplus of foreign merchandise in our markets. 
Consequently, we now begin to feel seriously the inconveniences of the limitation in question. The 
privilege of debenture on parcels of merchandise not required, and, in some cases, never designed for our 
own use, owing to this limitation, expires every day. And, as our law now stands, we compel the owner 
to export his merchandise before the expiration of the twelve months, without the least expectation of a 
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rofit, or to pay the duty, and force it, at an immense loss, upon a market where it is not wanted; and 
not unfrequertly to the injury of those engaged in the production or manufacture of similar merchandise— 
an evil much complained of by our manufacturers. This limitation has operated so injuriously to our 
interests that our merchants are now accustomed to ship debenture goods to neighboring islands, to be 
immediately returned, at an expense of ten, fifteen, or twenty per cent., merely for the purpose of entering 
them a second time, to enjoy, for another twelve months, the privilege of debenture. It is quite unneces- 
sary further to detail the injuries resulting to our commerce from this restriction. It is manifestly 
jmpolitic to compel our own merchants to send their property abroad, at an expense of ten to twenty per 
cent., for the mere purpose of importing it again, or to oblige them to make a sacrifice at home to the 
injury of our own interests. 

There is another motive for this change arising out of our commercial relations with Southern 
America. Our markets are daily becoming more and more furnished with European supplies for the 
consumption of the countries south of us. That commerce, at least with Mexico, Guatemala, and 
Colombia, is gradually assuming the character of our coasting trade; and by a liberal system we may 
make our great commercial depots as necessary to these States as they now are to our own. Great 
Britain, not inattentive to the advantages of this new trade, appears disposed to open a more direct route 
for it through her own colonies, by establishing in the West Indies free ports where European merchan- 
dise may remain free from all but incidental charges. But this commerce is irresistibly attracted to our 
country, and cannot be forced into any new channel, unless by some very unwise measure on our part. 
The committee can perceive no reason why the limitation should be continued, nor why we should not 
enable our own country to engage in competition with other nations on equal terms; and, therefore, 
recommend for the consideration of the House a measure substantially similar to that adopted by Great 
Britain in the fourteenth section of her warehousing act, passed July 5, 1825, which allows merchandise 
to remain three years with the privilege of debenture, and authorizes the Commissioners of the Treasury 
to extend the term indefinitely. 

But another modification of our law is necessary to enable us to contend fairly with other nations. 
They do not deduct, on exportation, any portion of the duty; whereas we retain two and a half per cent. 
This rate was not, however, originally contemplated. By the act of 1789 only one per cent. was 
deducted from the duty on merchandise, “in consideration of the expense which shall have accrued by 
the entry and safe-keeping thereof.” The same rate was continued by the acts of 1792,94, ~95, and 
~97. In 1800 24 per cent. was added to the 1} existing at that time, “in lieu of stamp duties on 
debentures,” and this accounts for the present high rate. The amount retained by the act of 1789, taking 
into view the moderate duties of that day, did not exceed, on an average, eight cents on every hundred 
dollars; that which we now deduct, on the same principle, is equal to eighty cents on the same value. 
The committee are of opinion that the whole duty ought to be relinquished on exportation. The only 
motive for retaining any part is “ for the expense of entry and safe-keeping;” and as our laws already 
provide that all incidental charges for warehousing, fees of entry, &c., shall be paid before the merchan- 
dise leaves the custody of the custom-house officers, and as the property is never at the risk of the 
Government, there can be no reason for retaining, for these purposes, any fraction of the duty, however 
small. As a measure of mere policy, the committee are decidedly opposed to any transit duty whatever. 
They are, moreover, urged to relinquish the whole duty, by a desire to place our commerce, wherever it 
may be practicable, on an equal footing with the foreign commerce of other nations. Even if we adopt 
the measures proposed, the terms upon which we shall contend with Great Britain will still not be equal, 
for that Government allows merchandise to remain warehoused for three years without even an entry: 
while with us the duty must be paid within two years, and at the expiration of certain terms limited by 
our laws. Against this, however, we may venture to oppose the peculiar advantage of our position. 
The committee, therefore, recommend to the consideration of the House the expediency of allowing the 
drawback of the duty without deduction. 
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AGAINST THE INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 2, 1828. 


The memorial of the citizens of Mecklenburg, Virginia, to the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States: 


Deeply impressed with the magnitude of their undertaking, and the dignity of the tribunals to whom 
they appeal, your memorialists approach your honorable bodies with emotions of mingled diffidence and 
respect. The stability of Government and the interests of society admonish us of the necessity of 
subordination, and inculcate the doctrine of an affectionate attachment to the established institutions of 
our country; yet it is the unquestionable right, if not the bounden duty, of every citizen freely and 
unreservedly to communicate to Government the real grounds of his serious complaints; never withhold- 
ing a generous confidence that relief will be administered when the reality of his sufferings is made 
manifest to those intrusted with the great interests of the community. The right of petitioning, the 
legacy of our forefathers, is secured by the imperishable provisions of the Constitution. The duty of 
protecting our absolute rights is laid in the deepest foundations of society; inheres in the very nature of 
man; constrains him to encounter the most formidable difficulties, and heroically to brave the most 
perilous emergencies, whenever those rights are despised or assailed. That people must be degenerate, 
indeed, utterly unworthy the blessings of freedom, utterly unworthy the glorious Government erected to 
perpetuate the liberties of America, who would tamely and passively surrender their rights, with a mean- 
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ness of spirit disgraceful to themselves and wholly ruinous to the hopes of their descendants. To secure 
the satisfaction of self-respect, and to satisfy the just demands of posterity, your memorialists deem jt 
their bounden duty to exert the utmost energies of their nature to preserve their rights, untarnished and 
undiminished, as secured by the blessed Constitution of their country and prescribed in the eternal prin. 
ciples of justice. If they find, in the conduct of those intrusted with the execution of the laws of the 
land, a disposition entirely to disregard their interests, to trample on their rights and prostrate their 
hopes, they will frankly announce their gric vances to their country in the confident expectation of prompt 
relief; or, if they find the Government pursuing a policy destructive of their vital interests and sub- 
versive of their dearest rights, they will, with a spirit of respectful firmness, urge their complaint to the 
guardians of their liberties. 

In surveying the operations of the Federal Government, the act of Congress, usually denominated 
the tariff law, passed on the 22d of May, 1824, rises to the view, and fixes the attention of your memo- 
rialists, not less by its baneful effects on commerce and agriculture than the hideous aspect under which 
it is introduced. Not content to pass a law intended to drain the fountains of our wealth and render ug 
tributary to the mean spirit of monopoly, the advocates of this odious system have blazoned to the world 
their invidious purpose of protecting domestic manufactures against the competition of foreign fabrics, so 
as, in a great degree, to secure to the American manufacturer a monopoly of the home trade for consump- 
tion. That such a purpose should have been avowed is scarcely less astonishing than that such a system 
should have been adopted. There is not, perhaps, in the whole Confederation, a State which has not 
denounced the principle of monopoly; and it was confidently hoped that it was without an advocate 
among the politicians of America. The theory of Government, as inculcated in this country, is based on 
the equal rights of man, and practically established in all the Constitutions adopted by the people of the 
Confederated States. The Constitution of the Federal Government itself has recognized the validity of 
this theory, and, with much solicitude, attempted its reduction to the practical operation of governmental 
affairs. The absolute right of private property is regarded, too, with peculiar tenderness, and perpetually 
established by constitutional provisions. Not content with the safeguards in the Constitution, as 
originally recommended by the convention, our ancestors thought it of sufficient importance to justify the 
adoption of a special amendment specifically establishing the sanctity of the right, and declaring that 
private property should not be taken, even for public use, without just compensation to its owner. Yet, 
regardless of the operation of this great principle, universally recognized by the American people, the 
Congress of the United States has passed an act avowedly for the purpose of protecting domestic 
manufactures, which, by securing to them a monopoly of the home market, constrains the consumer to 
purchase their commodities at a price far exceeding their natural value—a price exceeding that for which 
they would be purchased if brought into fair competition with the fabrics of foreign manufactures; thus 
enabling the American manufacturer to demand of the American consumer a portion of his property 
greater than the value of the goods given in return, or above what would be demanded for the same, or 
goods of equal value, were the freedom of trade judiciously restored; which is to enable one class of society 
to take the property of another without rendering just compensation—a regulation regarded by your 
memorialists as a gross violation of the right of property, and a palpable infraction of the sacred principle 
of universal equality of rights among men. 

Your memorialists are inspired with alarm and concern by the pretexts under which it is claimed for 
the Government to violate their just and natural rights. To effect certain specific, specified purposes, 
contemplated and enumerated by the framers of the Constitution, Congress was vested with “ power to 
lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises,” together with several other enumerated powers, none 
of which, except, perhaps, the “power to regulate commerce,” are supposed, in any manner, to refer to 
the subject of protecting domestic manufactures, and none of which are claimed to have such reference. 
The objects of the framers of the Federal Constitution are enumerated in the preamble to that instrument; 
and the powers granted by the instrument are delegated to accomplish those specific purposes. There 
Was an express enumeration of the purposes for which the Federal Government was organized, and an 
express enumeration of the powers granted as necessary to effectuate those specific purposes; and these 
powers cannot be rightfully exercised to accomplish an object not embraced in the enumeration; but in 
that enumeration no allusion is made to the subject of protecting domestic manufactures, nor, indeed, is 
such an allusion to be found in any part of the sacred instrument. Hence Congress have no right to “lay 
and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises,” for the purpose of protecting domestic manufactures. 
The concern of your memorialists is converted into consternation by the pretence that this power is 
derived to Congress by the introduction of the clause “to provide for the common defence and general 
welfare.” A clause intended to limit the exercise of the power ‘to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, 
and excises,” to subjects of general interest to all the States is seized on as a distinct, substantive grant 
of power, conveying to Congress an unlimited commission to see that the Commonwealth sustain no harm. 
The arduous efforts of our patriotic forefathers to establish a limited, responsible Government, composed 
of confederated, independent, neighboring nations, vanish into mere illusive phantoms of the imagination; 
and we have, in its stead, an unmixed, unlimited despotism, vested with full and boundless authority to 
exercise its ample, infallible discretion in promoting the general welfare of the grand consolidated Republic 
of America, Your memorialists deem it their bounden duty to protest, in the most earnest, solemn manner, 
against any other interpretation of the terms “general welfare,” as introduced in the first article and 
eighth section of the Constitution of the United States, than as a limitation of the power “to lay and 
collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises,” fixing the exercise of such power to objects of general interest 
to the States, reserving all local, particular interest to the jurisdiction of “the States respectively, or to 
the people.” 

The right of protecting domestic manufactures has been claimed under the clause which gives to 
Congress “the power to regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the several States, and with 
the Indian tribes;” but your memorialists are at a loss to determine how “the power to regulate com- 
merce” conveys that of protecting domestic manufactures. Phrases so entirely dissimilar cannot, by any 
fair construction, be interpreted as synonymous, and the powers themselves being substantive and deter- 
minate, cannot both have been conveyed by the use of either phrase; commerce, being the interchange of 
commodities, implies only the exchange of one thing for another between different individuals or nations; 
domestic manufactures are local establishments, founded for the production of commodities, and the phrase 
implies no exchange at all. The term “commerce” associates a general idea of trade. The term “ manu- 
factures” associates the idea of permanent local foundations. Yet the argument which would derive the 
power “to protect domestic manufactures” from the clause “to regulate commerce” renders those phrases 
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substantially synonymous. The power, too, to regulate commerce was granted with a view to its perfec- 
tion. Yet the policy of the American system is by no means the advancement of commercial interests; 
its object is to stifle foreign trade; and to derive the power to protect domestic manufactures from the 
clause “to regulate commerce,” is to establish the paradoxical proposition, that it is the same thing to 
perfect and to destroy. 

Your memorialists are aware that beneficial results are said to be anticipated by the friends of this 
system; that it is said to be expected that the American fabric will, in time, come to the consumer at a 
rate cheaper than could be afforded by the manufacturers of Europe; and that this is said already to 
have occurred in relation to several of the coarse articles. They are likewise aware of several circum- 
stances which conspire to secure to the American manufacturer some advantages over those of Europe, 
engaged in producing several species of manufactures. In rearing the coarse and simple fabrics, which 
require neither a great accumulation of capital nor a great extent of complicated machinery, and in 
which the raw material constitutes a considerable portion of the price of the commodity, the American 
manufacturer, who can procure the raw material at home, saves its freights from some distant port, avoids 
the payment of heavy European duties, and must enjoy a considerable advantage over those who have to 
incur those expenses in addition to the freight of the manufactured commodity from the ports of Europe 
to those of America, besides those legitimate American duties, imposed for the legitimate purposes of revenue, 
which will ever be borne with the greatest alacrity by the liberal and magnanimous people of America. 

These are natural, legitimate advantages, rightfully enjoyed by the American manufacturer, having 
their full and natural effect independent of the interposition of the Government, and the full and natural 
effect of which cannot be augmented by the governmental interference. True, that additional, unnatural, 
and arbitrary advantages may be secured by unnatural and arbitrary legislation; but the effect of these 
circumstances remains the same, unaltered and unalterable. These circumstances, too, can affect but a 
portion of the articles of American consumption; and even as relates to that portion, your memorialists 
entertain considerable apprehension that the anticipations of the friends of the system are founded in the 
most fallacious reasonings. The vast accumulation of European capital, the vast extension of European 
machinery, the great density of European population, and consequent cheapness of European labor, are 
circumstances which, in the apprehensions of your memorialists, are likely to preponderate over all the 
natural advantages of America. And your memorialists candidly confess that their apprehensions are 
confirmed by the fact that the American manufacturers, with all the adventitious advantages resulting 
from the law entitled “An act to regulate commerce,” far from ease in their present. situation, are seeking 
an augmentation of duties in the ports of the Union. Why ask protection against those whom they 
profess to be able to meet in a market of fair competition? Why not hush the clamors of the malcon- 
tents by repealing the system, so far at least as it is useless to the manufacturers themselves ? 

But suppose the American manufacturers may, in time, furnish their fabrics cheaper than they could 
be imported from Europe, it does not hence necessarily follow that the ultimate advantage will compen- 
sate the consumer for his present and certain loss; for none can accurately calculate the proportion which 
the future benefit is to bear to the immediate loss. Nor does it hence necessarily follow that the aggre- 
gate interests of society will be advanced by the greatest success to which the manufacturers may 
attain. ‘True that, by the operation of this system, the particular interests of the manufacturing class 
may be most naturally advanced; or perhaps the expression may be rendered more just if made to refer 
exclusively to the art, without allusion to the pecuniary interests of the class. But to whatever eminence 
they may reach, it must be at the expense of all other classes of American citizens, who, for the elevation 
of the manufacturing class, are doomed to contribute an inordinate proportion of the proceeds of their 
labor in return for the domestic fabric. The object of the act of May, 1824, is to secure to the manufac- 
turing class inordinate profits, to be paid by their countrymen, and thus to induce American capital to 
flow in a channel in which it would not otherwise be employed. If the natural advantages of the manu- 
facturing class were suflicient to induce this investment of capital, the act of 1824 would be unnecessary, 
since that would be done independently of the act which it proposes to effect; and the necessity of passing 
such an act demonstrates the insufficiency of the natural advantages of American manufacturers. The 
obvious and intended effect of the law is to enable the manufacturers to demand of the American consumer 
greater profits than could otherwise be obtained. The profit secured by the act is paid entirely by 
American citizens, and it is for the sake of this profit that such an investment of capital is made. The 
elevation, then, of the manufacturing class is effected by a contribution from all other classes of American 
citizens, extorted by means of the monopoly of the home market established by the act of 1824. And 
should the American supply, in future; cheaply furnish the American market, it will be by means of the 
wealth of all other classes accumulated in the hands of the manufacturers. The American consumer will 
be cheaply supplied by means of his own wealth previously confiscated and transferred to another. It 
would seem to your memorialists to be difficult to demonstrate that the general wealth of the nation is 
advanced by forcing all other classes of society to support the manufacturers in such a state of affluence 
as to enable them to sell their commodities cheap. 

But is not the general wealth of society impaired by the operation of this system? It occasions 
capital to be invested in manufactures for the sake of the profit derived from the monopoly of the home 
market. This profit is entirely unnatural, not secured by any effort of industry, but by the arbitrary 
operation of law. It is extorted, too, from American citizens. It is not proposed by the system to secure 
to the domestic manufacturer any advantage derived from foreign sources. Foreign labor or foreign 
capital is not expected to pay the profits of his stock. They are to be derived from the advanced price 
which he may demand for his commodities in the home market, in consequence of the monopoly estab- 
lished in his favor against all other classes of his countrymen. But for the profits thus enjoyed exclu- 
sively at the cost of American citizens, he could not afford thus to employ his capital. It would be 
employed, as it was before the passage of the law, in some other more profitable branch of trade. The 
effect of the law is to divert capitai from those branches of trade where it was profitably employed to the 
support of domestic industry in those branches of trade where it must be sustained by reluctant contri- 
butions from all other classes of American citizens. By this system the interests of society have no other 
resource than domestic industry. No reliance is placed on foreign trade, foreign labor, or foreign capital. 
These sources of wealth, so precious to other nations, are wholly valueless to America. The countless 
variety of American products may be more advantageously consumed at home than bartered for the 
products of distant climes. The whitening sail of American navigation shall nq more gladden the 
distant port. The expiring wake of American commerce shall be no more traced on the trackless main. 
Domestic industry is the ‘source of our wealth and happiness. Yet the capital of the nation is to be 
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withdrawn from the support of profitable domestic industry to the support of unprofitable domestic 
industry. And the national wealth is to be augmented by the magical operation of a monopoly granted 
the American manufacturers against all other classes of their countrymen, compelling all other classeg 
of domestic industry to support the manufacturing class of domestic industry. To your memorialists 
it would seem to be nearly self-evident that the aggregate interests of society are impaired by com. 
pelling all other classes to support, in a situation in which it could not support itself, a class which 
might be otherwise advantageously employed. 

Your memorialists feel more solicitude on the subject of the tariff, from the settled conviction of 
their minds that the expectations of the manufacturers can only be satisfied by a frequent recurrence to 
the miserable expedient of increasing the duties on imported fabrics—each instance bringing additional 
calamity, and steeping us more deeply in the miseries of taxation. The profits of stock, in process of 
time, must be accommodated | to the existing state of things, and will approximate to something like 
equality in despite of the arbitrary operation of law. The general revenue of society may be serious] 
affected, but time will effect a proportionate distribution among the several classes of society. The 
advantages of any particular class, whether natural or arbitrary, if sufficient to secure disproportionate 
emoluments, must soon attract other capitalists from the vocations in which their destinies may have 
thrown them. They will abandon those vocations which afford a moderate revenue, and betake them- 
selves to such as are more lucrative, without examining whether those are natural or artificial advantages 
of which they are about to avail themselves. Each recruit increases the competition, and reduces the 
profits of his adopted class till it finds the general level of the profits of stock. Those accustomed to 
large profits are not easily reconciled to moderate. Those accustomed to artificial advantages will recur 
to the fatal artifice, and the sinking profit of the manufacturing class must be sustained by the “American 
system,” as the sinking pulse of the dying toper is supported by the poison which has brought him low, 
But the fatal moment must at last arrive when artificial excitements can no longer sustain the vital 
principle, and all must mingle in the general ruin. Even the manufacturers must be consumed by the 
desolation which overwhelms their countrymen. 

But should the reflections of your memorialists be wholly delusive; should Congress be truly author- 
ized to oppress one portion of the citizens of the Union for the aggrandizement of another; should they 
undeniably possess the right to control the local affairs of each State; or should the manufacturers 
prosper on the misery of their fellow-citizens, and derive a fetid luxuriance from the ruin of their 
country; or should even the national wealth be augmented by the operation of the “American system,” 
yet your memorialists feel amply justified in their solemn remonstrance against the crying and cruel 
injustice of a reckless and ruthless sacrifice of themselves to the sordid, insatiable avarice of others, 
The generous spirit of an American citizen can but illy brook the degrading reflection—and we most earnestly 
conjure your honorable bodies not to confirm us in the maddening apprehension—that we are to be 
retained as mere tributaries to the Government. Far, far be it from us to assume an attitude of menace; 
we mean rather to suffer whilst evils are sufferable. We are devoted to the union of these States, and 
forever dedicated to our country’s good. But the fulcrums of Government are the affections of the people. 
The stability of Government must rest on the heart of the citizen. Even patriotism should not be abused, 
as the strongest affections, at the dissolution of the charm, are converted into the bitterest hate. No 
Government may lightly disregard individual rights, nor safely despise the eternal principle of universal 
justice. 

So far, then, from recommending or assenting to the passage of the bill offered to Congress at its last 
session, usually denominated the “woolens bill,” your memorialists hope to be sustained in the respectful 
expression of their wishes that the whole system may be judiciously abandoned, and every freeman of 
the land left to the full and untrammelled exercise of his sagacity in determining on the most advan- 
tageous employment of his labor and his capital. Let invidious distinctions be done away—let justice 
prevail, and your memorialists will mingle their ceaseless prayers for the blessings of Heaven on the 
perpetuity of the Union. 
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IN FAVOR OF INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 2, 1828. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled: 


When a large portion of the community are in danger of irretrievable ruin, unless the protecting 
arm of the Government is extended to their relief, we, the undersigned, inhabitants of Vermont, should 
deem it a failure of the duty which we owe to our common country, to ourselves, and to our posterity, 
did we neglect to represent the fact, and the causes which have tended, and are tending, to produce such 
an effect. 

In a memorial, dated December 13, 1826, laid before your honorable body by the delegation in 
Congress from this State, we took the liberty of representing, at some length, the distressed situation 
into which the wool-growing business and the woolen manufactures have fallen, owing to the rivalry of 
foreigners and the facilities which the existing laws of our country give them to undermine these 
valuable branches of national industry. As that memorial is doubtless on the files of Congress, we shall 
not take up the time of your honorable body by repeating the statements therein made, but must veg 
leave to call your attention again to that document; the time that has since elapsed, and the further 
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examination of the question, having tended more fully to demonstrate the soundness of the views which 
we then took of the subject. 

We regret, however, to find that the claims we honestly set up, and which we did not, and do not, 

erceive are calculated permanently, or even temporarily, to injure any portion of the community, and 

which we then believed, and still do believe, would promote the most solid advantage to our common 
country, should have been met with a spirit of hostility and animosity, both against the general principle 
of our individual claim, not warranted by the policy of the measure, nor by the friendly feelings and 
spirit of conciliation which has ever marked our conduct toward our southern brethren; for whatever 
difference of opinion we might entertain as to the policy of any measure, we, as members of the same 
great family, have been disposed to discuss the expediency of the question with manly frankness, but with 
a spirit of conciliation calculated to promote the harmony of the Republic. 

It is not the interest of a few capitalists, as has been so often asserted, nor the narrow sectional or 
local interests of a few individuals which we wish to urge upon your honorable body, but we venture 
fearlessly to assert that it is the general interest of the Republic at large, and the immediate interests of 
nearly three-fourths of the population of the Union, which we solicit your honorable body to take into 
consideration. 

Extensive manufactures will be the source of an active intercourse between man and man, between 
State and State, between the north with the south, and the east with the west, affording a wholesome 
interchange of the surplus products of each portion of the community to supply the wants of tue other; 
thus giving an active circulation to the products and medium of the country, highly beneficial to all; 
which intercommunication would greatly tend to efface local and sectional prejudices, promote good will 
and harmony, strengthen the bonds of the Union, and render our happy institutions permanent. They 
would also greatly enlarge our foreign commerce, and enable us to supply domestic, instead of being the 
consumers of foreign fabrics; change the current of trade in our favor, which, for the last ten years, has 
been setting against us; and cause an influx of the precious metals into the Republic, instead of their 
exportation, together with some millions of the United States funded and bank stock, to pay the 
annual balance of our trade in favor of England. 

Your memorialists are aware that it has been gravely urged that the Constitution does not authorize 
the passage of laws for the promotion of American industry; but, although we do not pretend to be 
profound jurists, yet we take the liberty to say that the common sense of mankind must be opposed to 
such a construction. 

We apprehend that the foundation of the social compact is the welfare of the community; and to . 
form a Government with powers too limited to attain this end, would defeat the very object which the 
people had in view in its formation. Such a compact would truly be a shadow without a substance; a 
solecism in the science of Government. But, with deference to your honorable body, we must be allowed 
to remark that, after the decisions of cighteen Congresses, beginning with the first, under the Presidency 
of the Father of his Country, we should have supposed that the power of that body to promote American 
industry by protective duties was so completely established as not to have admitted of a question at 
this time. Can it be believed that the patriots and sages of the Revolution, who had hazarded their lives 
and fortunes in defence of the liberties of their country, shouid have deliberately violated that Constitu- 
tion which the people had empowered them to form? Or will it be believed that, after having formed 
this national charter, they were ignorant of the powers which it conferred upon the Legislature of the 
Union? It is evident that one or the other of these positions must be assumed if the modern doctrine, 
denying this power, is correct. Is it probable that so able a statesman, so patriotic a citizen, and so 
honest aman, as is the venerable Madison, should not know the meaning of an instrument which, it is 
understood, he drafted? Yet his honesty, or his knowledge of the extent of its powers, must be impugned 
if the new construction of that instrument is right. Your memorialists are persuaded that there ought 
not to be a doubt on this head. 

Admitting the power, the only question that can arise will be as to the expediency of the required 
protection. Upon this point we are aware that much difference of opinion exists; but we explicitly declare, 
that in zealously urging our claims to protection we are not actuated by any unfriendly disposition 
towards any section of our country, and totally disclaim the most distant idea of hostility towards any 
portion of our fellow-citizens; and, in pursuing an object which we consider identified with the best and 
permanent interests of our country, should it excite any feelings of animosity or sectional prejudice, it 
will be to us a source of serious regret. To adopt the vague theories of several ingenious European writers 
on political economy, who, in many of the most important principles which they attempt to establish, 
disagree with each other, or of a naturalized Englishman who has composed a work to enlighten our 
seminaries on this subject, but whose later writings are at variance with his former, in opposition to the 
experience of the nations of Europe as well as that of our own country, would literally be sacrificing the 
reality to the visions of fancy. 

It is not soil or climate which constitutes the wealth of nations; it is knowledge, wisely directing the 
industry of the inhabitants. Industry is the source of wealth, and knowledge that of power. The idle, 
ignorant, and bigoted Italians, Spaniards, and Portuguese, although enjoying a fine climate and most fer- 
tile soil, are the poorest and most feeble people in the civilized world. Their neglect of home industry, 
and consequent dependence upon foreigners for the supply of their wants, have reduced them to a 
state of individual and governmental poverty, and of national weakness, which must excite our sym- 
pathy for the people, although we cannot extend our pity to the Governments who have reduced those 
nations to such a state of degradation, by neglecting to encourage their industry and cherish their 
resources. But what a different picture does England, does France, Holland, Prussia, and Germany 
present! Public and private wealth, power, and consequence have followed from the encouragement 
and protection of the industry of those nations, and their relative prosperity has been in proportion to 
the encouragement which their respective Governments have given to manufactures. 

Whatever doubt may remain in the minds of some of the utility of similar protection, we should 
suppose that the experience of those nations, as well as the beneficial effects that have arisen from the 
experiments we have already made, would absolutely remove it. 

We therefore trust that Congress, in its great wisdom, will see the propriety of affording the pro- 
tection solicited by the Harrisburg convention in behalf of a numerous body of agriculturists, who, in the 
aggregate, have vested an immense capital in the wool-growing business, as well as to the manufac- 
turers of this staple, upon an ample home supply of the various fabrics of which the well-being of the 
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country essentially depends in a time of war, and which is, at all times, so necessary to the comfort of the 
community. 

Your memorialists are also of opinion that there are various other articles which require the fostering 
care of Government, and beg leave likewise to refer to the recommendation of the Harrisburg convention 
in favor of the all-important articles of iron, of hemp, and flax, of the distillation of spirits from American 
grain, of glass, and the finer kinds of cotton goods; which selections we think judicious and highly 
worthy of attention. 

Crarrssury, Vermont, December 3, 182. 
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TO REGULATE TAX ON DOMESTIC SPIRITS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 2, 1828. 


Mr. McDvrrtr, from the Committee of Ways and Means, to whom was referred the resolution of the House 
directing them to “inquire into the expediency of refunding the amount of tax laid by Congress on 
domestic spirits by the act of July, 1818, to such contractors as were bound to furnish supplies of 
that article to the United States, by contract, made prior to that date, and which supplies were to 
be delivered to the United States subsequently to the passage of the said act, and liable to be affected 
by the tax or duty above alluded to,” submitted the following report: 


The claim which the resolution seems to imply, on the part of the contractors, could not be admitted 
without introducing into the financial and disbursing operations of the Government an uncertainty and 
confusion, the extent of which it is difficult to realize. If every act of the Government that tended to 
enhance the value of property should give a claim to contractors to have a corresponding allowance upon 
their contracts, it would not be too much to say that the Government would have to refund six per cent. 
of the amount of disbursements made to contractors in a state of war; a period during which the taxes of 
the country are necessarily increased by successive acts, according to the increasing emergencies of the 
public service. It is fair to presume that every contractor took into his estimate the probability that the 
article which he stipulated to deliver might be the subject of increased taxation, and regulated its terms 
accordingly. If, in particular cases ,the law should operate severely, the pressure must be borne as the 
unavoidable incident of every general system. The particular hardship is nothing when compared with 
the importance of adhering rigorously to those general rules which are essential to guard the Treasury 
against the frauds and impositions to which it would be exposed if Congress were to attempt to administer 
the principles of abstract justice to every person who supposes himself aggrieved. 

The committee are, therefore, of opinion that it would be inexpedient to refund the tax referred to in 
the resolution, and ask to be discharged from its further consideration. 
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REMISSION OF DUTIES ON GOODS DESTROYED BY FIRE. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 2, 1828. 


Mr. Dwicur, from the Committee of Ways and Means, to whom was referred the petition of George and 
William Bangs & Co., reported: 


That the said George and William Bangs & Co., had for several years been importers of dry goods 
from England and France into the city of Boston; that on the 7th of April, 1825, an extensive and 
destructive fire in Boston consumed their store and goods therein, to the value of $52,400, upon which 
they had effected an insurance to the amount only of $20,000, leaving a loss to the petitioners of $32,400. 

That of the goods so destroyed by fire, a portion, amounting to $24,500, was in entire and unbroken 
packages, in the same state in which they had been imported, the duties on the same having been secured, 
in part, by bonds, which had not at that time become due, and the duties upon the residue not having 
been ascertained at the custom-house, in consequence of the then recent landing of said goods. 

The facts above recited, and on which the petitioners rely, are proved by the certificates of the Col- 
lector and naval officer of the district of Boston and Charlestown, and by the deposition of Harvey Spalding, 
then, and for a long time previous, the principal clerk of the petitioners, as well as by the depositions of 
Daniel C. Bacon, W. B. Bradford, jr., William Reed, and N. Freeman, jr., who were present at said fire. 

The petitioners ask that the duties on the said goods in entire and unbroken packages, valued at the 
above sum of $24,500, may be remitted to them. 
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The committee are of opinion that, inasmuch as the portion of the goods last named was consumed 
by fire in the bales and packages in which they were originally imported, and therefore easily identified 
in the hands of the original importers, and as there are numerous precedents for relief in such cases, the 
prayer of the petition to this extent ought to be granted. 
They therefore ask leave to report a bill for that purpose. 
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DRAWBACK ON REFINED SUGAR. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 38, 1828. 


Mr. CamBreLENG, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom the petitions of the sugar refiners of Phila- 
delphia and Baltimore were referred, reported: 


The petitioners pray for a drawback of six cents on refined sugar, instead of four cents now allowed 
by law. They state that, in the early legislation of the country, it was assumed that two pounds of raw 
sugar were consumed in refining one, and that, as the duty on brown sugar is now established at three, 
the drawback ought to be six cents. 

The duty imposed on brown sugar in 1789 was one cent per pound. It was increased in 1790, 1797, 
and 1800, and continued after that at two and a half cents. A drawback of three cents was first allowed 
in 1794, the duty then being one and a half. With the duty, the drawback was subsequently increased 
to five cents. In 1794 an excise of two cents was imposed, and allowed to be drawn back on exportation, 
which, with the five cents drawback of duty, made altogether seven cents. In 1802 the internal taxes 
and the drawback on refined sugar were repealed. In 1813 an excise of four cents was imposed, and a 
drawback of the same allowed, and to this four cents were added in 1816, making in all eight cents. 
The duty on brown sugar was fixed at three cents in 1816, The internal excise and the drawback were 
repealed in 1817; but the act of 20th April, 1818, revived the drawback of four cents on refined sugar, 
and this is the act by which it is now regulated. 

In considering the propriety of extending the drawback on refined sugar to six cents, the committee 
think it a proper occasion to offer a very few remarks on this class of debentures generally, to show the 
expediency of allowing drawbacks on some of our manufactures to the extent of the duty on such raw 
materials as may be consumed in the manufacture. We adopted this policy as early as 1794, but we 
have made very little progress since. As our population has increased almost as fast as our manu- 
factures, thereby affording us an ample market at home, we have felt little inconvenience from the want of 
such debentures as would have enabled our own citizens to send our manufactures abroad. While a 
nation is without this class of debentures, and whether wise or not, it is her policy, as it appears to have 
been ours, to impose heavy duties upon raw materials, the inevitable consequence is, that her manufactures 
are by her own laws restricted to her own market. Nations adopting this policy can never export their 
manufactures to foreign countries, while they are charged not only with the duties of consumpticn abroad, 
but also with those which they must carry with them—the taxes levied upon consumption at home. Every 
such duty not drawn back operates as a tax upon exportation. We are now in a condition when this 
becomes an important question of public policy, as we have sufficient of many manufactures for our own 
supply and for the partial consumption of the countries near us. Our manufactures of this class cannot 
go thither until we relieve them from the duties which we impose upon them, and give them an equal 
chance with foreign manufactures in these markets. 

Debentures of this class have been resisted most strenuously when the foreign raw material is in its 
nature similar to some production of our own country. As some may suppose that Louisiana sugar might 
be used by our refiners, and as the committee are of opinion that no injury would be sustained by the 
revenue or the country, even if it were substituted for the foreign material, they will submit their views 
of the operation of a debenture under such circumstances. To illustrate principles which the committee 
believe to be sound, they will instance the manufacture of cordage, upon which a drawback on expor- 
tation to the extent of the duty on the raw material has hitherto been solicited in vain. The supply of 
our own hemp is yet small; but let us suppose that our market were equally supplied with Russian and 
American hemp of equal quality, and that the same quantity of each were manufactured into cordage. 
In allowing a debenture, ought it to be confined to cordage made of foreign hemp? This restriction 
is contended for, because the duty is collected specifically on foreign and not on American hemp; and 
because, without limitation, the latter would be fraudulently substituted for the former, and the amount of 
drawbacks would be unlawfully increased. Those who entertain such apprehensions suppose that the 
limitation in our law would regulate the amount of debentures. If our law could regulate the extent of 
our supply and of the foreign demand, then there would be some foundation for such an opinion; but the 
limitation in question would affect neither the one nor the other. Itis not our law but the foreign demand 
which regulates the quantity of cordage exported, and the debentures are increased or diminished 
according to the fluctuations of that demand and our ability to supply it. So long, therefore, as we per- 
mitted cordage to go out of the country with debenture, the quantity required in foreign markets, as far 
as we are able to supply it, whatever it might be, would be exported, whether the law authorized the 
drawback on one or both descriptions. The revenue could not be increased or diminished in any manner 
by the limitation, unless the exportations were restricted in quantity as well as in kind. It would be 
perfectly immaterial then to the foreign consumer, to the carrier, and to the revenue, whether the cordage 
consumed, transported, or on which the drawback might be paid, were manufactured of hemp grown in 
Russia or America. It would be equally valuable to the consumer, the same freight would be paid to the 
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navigator, and the same amount of debenture would be issued in either case. The revenue never could 
be affected by the limitation until the debentures issued exceeded in amount the whole duty collected, It 
is true that no duty is imposed on American hemp; but we must not overlook the effect of our impost 
When we levy a duty on a foreign raw material similar to one of domestic growth, we at the same time 
impose an equal indirect tax on the pre duce of our own soil which is consumed in the same manufacture 
and the price of the latter is augmented in an equal ratio, This addition which our impost makes to the 
price of the manufacture is substantially nothing but a tax upon consumption, and should be drawn back jf 
exported; for, if it be exported, it merely occupies the place of that upon which the duty has been paid; 
the latter exchanging uses with the former, and remaining in its place for consumption. : 

There are, moreover, very important considerations why no such discrimination should ever be made 
in our laws. Such a policy would give a privilege to foreign raw materials which we deny to the produce 
of our own soil, and would produce consequences far more serious than any of the imaginary injuries 
anticipated from an allowance of the drawback without discrimination. By adopting the discrimina. 
tion, we should make it the interest of our manufacturers to consume foreign hemp; for the cordage made 
of that description could not only be sold in our own market, but it would be entitled to debenture, and 
would consequently bear a higher price. The foreign raw material would be sought for, while the 
American, even though of equal quality, would be neglected. By giving a preference to a foreign raw 
material we should increase the price permanently to our consumers, Cordage made of American hemp, 
if made at all, would be confined to our own market, while that manufactured of the foreign raw material 
would enjoy the privilege of our own and of every other market. By extending our debentures to cord- 
age, whether the hemp be of American or foreign growth, we should encourage our own agriculture with- 
out one cent additional tax on the nation; for it would be of no more consequence to the revenue whether 
the debenture were allowed on the one or the other, than an inquiry as to the degree of latitude which 
produced the hemp. It is not probable that, for some time, any cordage of American hemp would be 
exported in place of that made of the foreign material; but it is probable that, both enjoying equal legal 
advantages, our American hemp would silently occupy the place of the foreign; that the importation of 
foreign hemp would slowly decline, and with that the duty; and that the manufacture and exportation of 
cordage would increase till the debentures on the latter gradually approximated the duty on the former, 
Whenever the revenue and the debentures were equal, the duty and drawback should be abolished; for 
the foreign raw material is naturally excluded by the produce of our own soil, and as the duty yields no 
revenue, it is no longer necessary. At all events, the drawback on both should be abolished; for when 
the debenture exceeds the revenue, then, and not till then, it substantially changes its character from a 
drawback to a bounty, and never, till the debentures exceed the revenue, can they become a tax upon the 
country. 

These objections, however, whether substantial or not, do not apply to refined sugar. No refiner can, 
with any profit, use Louisiana sugar in refining. Indeed, only certain descriptions of foreign sugar can 
be consumed to advantage. The qualities usually refined are white and clayed. As the policy of allowing 
a drawback on refined sugar was adopted long since, the only question for the committee to determine 
is, what the rate of drawback ought to be. It is difficult to ascertain this rate with precision, depending 
as it does on the descriptions as well as qualities of the raw sugar consumed, on the proportions of each 
description and quality, and of brown and white, which not only yield a different result, but are charged 
with a different duty. Various qualities and descriptions, in unequal proportions, are mixed up by the 
refiner, and something also depends on his skill in refining. A refiner of experience is of opinion that— 

100 pounds white Havana sugar will yield 60 pounds loaf sugar, 18 pounds bastard sugar, and 24 
gallons molasses. 

100 pounds good brown Havana sugar will yield 50 pounds lump sugar, 23 pounds bastard sugar, 
and 27 gallons molasses. 

100 pounds good Muscovado sugar will yield 45 pounds lump sugar, 21 pounds bastard sugar, and 
2 gallons molasses. 

From an account of sugar manufactured by him, seven-cighths brown and one-eighth white, he 
calculates the produce to be, for every 100 pounds, 51 pounds of loaf sugar, 21 pounds bastard or Mus- 
covado sugar, and three gallons of molasses. 

If the sugar consumed were considered merely as a raw material, and the refined sugar the only 
product, the whole drawback should be allowed upon its exportation, and the rates, according to the 
above results, would be 62, 6, 62, and 6} cents on every pound exported. On the principle contended for 
by the refiners, that two pounds are required in refining one, our duty being three cents on brown sugar, 
the drawback would be six cents. The committee are of opinion that neither of these is the true rule for 
adjusting this question between the refiner and the Treasury. Were either rule adopted, the Muscovado 
sugar and molasses produced in refining would escape the cgnsumption duties, which form a part of the 
price of every other description of sugar and molasses consumed in the country. Charging consumption 
duties upon these products, and making a calculation similar to that which follows below, the drawbacks 
on the above should be 5 6-10, 44, 4 83-100, and 4 6-10. 

The committee have been put in possession of a very accurate account of the entire operations of a 
refiner for two years, who consumed in that time 1,189,300 pounds of raw sugar, principally white, which 
yielded him 698,854 pounds of refined loaf and lump, 222,494 pounds of bastard or Muscovado sugar, and 
23,799 gallons of molasses. Assuming three-quarters to have been white and one-quarter brown, the 
following statement exhibits the effect upon our revenue: 


Duty paid on 891,975 pounds white sugar imported at four cents..........ceeeeeeeee eee $35,679 00 
Duty paid on 297,525 pounds brown sugar imported at three cents...... were eT ote 8,919 75 
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44,598 Td 
The drawback on 698,854 pounds refined sugar, if the whole had been exported 





at a debenture of five and a quarter cents ..... hake reer wsee-- $36,689 84 
The duty on 222,494 pounds of Muscovado consumed at home, no drawback 
being allowed, three cents.............. its enas ere res er eee es 6,674 82 
The duty on 23,799 gallons of molasses, also consumed, at five cents......... 1,189 95 
44,554 61 
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Thus, if all the sugar refined at this establishment had been exported with the benefit of a drawback 
of five cents and a quarter per pound, there would have still been a fraction left after paying into the 
Treasury $7,864 As 

By reference to the allowances made by Great Britain, it appears that the whole duty is allowed back 
on the exportation of the bastard or Muscovado, and that, assuming our duty of three cents as a basis for 
the calculation, and taking their ratio between raw and refined sugar, the drawback on refined would be 
four and six-tenths, and on double refined, with all allowances, five cents and four-tenths, making an 
average of five cents. This was the case antecedent to 1824, and, although the duty has been since 
altered, it is probable the ratio of the drawback to the duty has been preserved. 

The committee are of opinion that the drawback now allowed is not sufficient. If a general revision 
of our debentures were now under consideration, they would recommend one rate for refined, another rate 
for double refined, and the extension of the drawback to the bastard or Muscovado sugar when exported. 
But our exportations of refined sugar are for the present very limited; the whole amount of drawbacks 
paid for the years 1824, 1825, and 1826, appear to have been only $5,278 81, while the revenue accruing 
on raw sugar for the same term amounted to $6,126,269 25. Still, our exportations of refined sugar to 
South America are increasing, and the committee believe that under a fair drawback the business of our 
refiners would be increased, and that this commerce would assume a more important character. From all 
the information before them, the committee are of opinion that five cents drawback may, with perfect 
security and justice to the revenue, be allowed on refined sugar exported; and they report a bill accordingly. 
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IN FAVOR OF INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 3, 1828. 


At a very numerous and highly respectable meeting of agriculturists, manufacturers, and others 
friendly to the encouragement and protection of American industry, held, pursuant to public notice, at 
the house of William Germond, in the town of Pleasant Valley, in the county of Dutchess, General James 
Tallmadge was appointed chairman, and Jonathan Haight, Esq., secretary. 

After some remarks from the chairman explanatory of the objects of the meeting, on motion of 
Nathaniel P. Tallmadge, Esq., it was 

Resolved, That a committee of nine be appointed to prepare and submit resolutions expressive of 
the sense of the meeting. 

Whereupon, Nathaniel P. Tallmadge, Thomas L. Davies, Obadiah Titus, Bartow White, Abraham H. 
Schenck, William E. Rapalje, Daniel Merritt, Leonard Thompson, and Isaac Sutherland were appointed 
such committee. 

The committee having retired for a short time, returned and reported the following resolutions; which, 
being duly considered, were unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That we deem it a constitutional right to assemble on this occasion and freely express our 

opinions on the important subject of protecting American industry; and we deem it no less the constitu- 
tional right of Congress to grant such protection, a right which has been exercised by that body from 
the first organization of our Government, and supported by the opinions of the most eminent men in the 
nation. 
Resolved, That the interest of the farmer and manufacturer are intimately connected, and that they 
must stand or fall together; and that great pecuniary loss and serious embarrassment have arisen from 
the delay of the National Legislature to grant them relief; and that equal and adequate protection can 
alone save them from impending ruin. 

Resolved, That the embarrassment experienced by our country and Government during the late war, 
for the necessary articles of clothing for our people and Army, and for the want of proper means of 
defence, ought to teach us the necessity of husbanding our own resources, and of giving full and ample 
protection to our manufactures. 

Resolved, That, as other nations have afforded every protection to their own industry, and have, in a 
great measure, cut off from their markets our breadstuffs and other domestic productions, it is of vital 
importance to the agriculturists of this country to establish for themselves a home market by means of 
our manufactures. 

Resolved, That, as far as our experience goes, the protection heretofore given to cotton and other 
articles has afforded a fair profit to those engaged in the business, a cheaper article to the consumer, and 
a vast benefit to the country; we cannot, therefore, doubt that the same will be the result in regard to 
the protection of wool and woolens. 

Resolved, That we approve of the proceedings of the Harrisburg convention, assembled in July last, 
and, in general, of the rates of duties there recommended, but respectfully suggest to the consideration 
of Congress an increase of duty on the finest grades of foreign wool beyond that recommended by said 
convention. 

Resolved, That the members from this county be respectfully requested to bring the subject of pro- 
tecting our national industry before the Legislature, and that they take all proper means to procure the 
adoption of a resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our Representatives in Congress to use 
their best exertions to obtain the passage of a law which shall afford the protection asked for. 

Resolved, That the Hon. Abraham H. Schenck be appointed by this meeting to proceed to Washington 
as the bearer of our proceedings to our Representative there, and to enforce our claims upon the considera- 
tion of the representatives of the people. 

Resolved, That this meeting, confiding in the ability and readiness of the Hon. Thomas J. Oakley, 
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member of Congress from this district, to aid and sustain the important interests of the agriculturistg 
and manufacturers of this county, do respectfully and earnestly request him to use his utmost endeavors 
to procure the passage of a law corresponding with the views of this meeting as above expressed. 

Resolved, That James Tallmadge, Bartow White, Thomas L. Davies, Henry Swift, and John B. Van 
Wyck, be a committee to prepare a memorial to Congress in conformity to the above resolutions. 

Resolved, That, in consideration of the important services of H. Niles, editor of the Weekly Register 
in sustaining the great cause of domestic industry, we recommend his paper to the liberal patronage of 
the citizens of this county, and as a means of disseminating correct information on a subject so deeply 
interesting to every true American. 

Resolved, That Nathaniel P. Tallmadge, Thomas L. Davies, Walter Cunningham, James Hooker, and 
Charles P. Barnum, be a central corresponding committee to further the objects of this meeting. 

Resolved, That committees be appointed in the several towns in this county to correspond with the 
central committee, and to adopt such other measures in their respective towns as shall be deemed expe- 
dient to carry into effect the great and paramount objects of this meeting. 

Under the preceding resolution the following committees were appointed, to wit: 

Amenia.—Joel Benton, Taber Belding, Elijah B. Park, John Reade, Philip Flint. 

Beekman.—Wheeler Gilbert, James Delong, Gabriel L. Vanderburgh, Benjamin Haxtun, Cornelius H, 
Cornell. 

Clinton.—Theodorus Wing, John Dodge, Jared Lyon, Thomas Sands, Abraham Golder. 

Dover—James Grant, Thomas Taber, 2d, Henry Ward, William C. Freeman, Isaac Vincent. 

Fishkill—Bartow White, John C. Van Wyck, William E. Rapalje, James Givan, A. L. Ulric. 

Freedom.— John De Lavergne, Elijah Townsend, Stephen Titys, Silas Pettit, John Klapp. 

Hyde Park.—Kdmund H. Pendleton, John Johnston, Hunting Sherrill, William Allen, John Purdy, 

Milan.—Stephen Thorne, Jacob Shook, Jonathan Deuel, John I. Rowe, George N. Martin. 

Northeast.—Abraham Bockee, Enos Hopkins, William Pugsly, Douglas Clarke, George Brown. 

Pawling.—Daniel Merritt, William Taber, Albro Akin, Benjamin Burr, James Peckham. 

Pine Plains.—Israel Harris, Robert Hoag, Allen Thompson, Henry Hoffman, Justus Booth. 

Pleasant Valley.—William Germond, James Odell, John H. Newcomb, Joseph C. Dean, William Thorn, 

Poughkeepsie.—W illiam Davies, George B. Evertson, John Townsend, Robert Wilkinson, Stephen 
Cleveland. 

Red Hook.—Nathan Beckwith, George Shook, Henry Staats, John C. Montgomery, Philip N. Bonesteel. 

Rhinebeck—John T. Schryver, Francis A. Livingston, John Armstrong, jr., Garret Van Keuren, 
Freeborn Garretson. 

Stanford.—Gilbert Thorne, Leonard Thompson, Isaac Sutherland, Joseph Gildersleeve, Morgan Car- 
penter. 
Union Vale-——Stoddard Judd, Israel Fowler, Thomas Andrews, William D. Williams, John Wilkinson. 
Washington.—John Titus, Stephen B. Trowbridge, Samuel M. Sweet, Isaac Merritt, Platt Sutherland. 
Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be signed by the chairman and secretary and 


published. 
JAMES TALLMADGE, Chairman. 
JonaTHAN Hatcur, Secretary. 





To the Oongress of the United States: 

The memorial of the farmers and manufacturers of the county of Dutchess, in the State of New 
York, respectfully represents: That the agricultural interest of this portion of the country is greatly 
depressed for the want of a sufficient market for its surplus products. The establishment of a home 
market for breadstuffs and the supply of new objects for agricultural enterprise seem indispensably 
necessary to develop the resources of our country and secure a continuance of our prosperity. A proper 
encouragement of the domestic labor of the country and an adequate protection of manufactures promises 
to accomplish those desirable results. Agriculture and manufactures are so intimately interwoven and 
inseparably connected that they have one common interest, and unite to ask encouragement and _protec- 
tion, The wisdom of your honorable body exerted for their benefit will give new vigor to their energies, 
diffuse blessings, and add to the resources and strength of our common country. 

Your memorialists, while they forbear to dwell upon particulars, believe that a few suggestions and 
a summary review will sufficiently demonstrate the propriety and the justice of their petition. 

More than one-half of the population of these United States are growers of grain, flax, and hemp, 
the raisers of wool, the makers of iron, or the manufacturers of woolen goods, and are in a state of great 
depression. From the formation of our Government until within the last few years farming was almost 
universally as profitable as it is an honorable and useful occupation. Brisk markets and liberal and fair 
prices stimulated and rewarded the industry of the farmer. From the value and abundance of products 
lands attained to high prices, and individuals and our nation experienced the blessings of general 
affluence. In November, 1817, the British ports were closed against our breadstuffs. They were opened 
for a short time in 1818. From this latter year our breadstufis have been almost wholly excluded from 
foreign markets, whereby the prospects of our farmers have been from that time extremely depressed. 


Barrels. Value. 
The average export of flour in 1811, 1812, and 1813, was.............eee8 1,383,139 $13,980,000 
gs ON 6 rere eee Seoewee errr TTT Te 1,118,437 14,664,173 
In 1819, 1820, 1821, 1822, 1823, 1824, 1825, 1896..........0...cccccces 867,044 4,882,053 


These facts show at one view the amazing depression of above ten millions of value in the single 
article of flour, although with an increasing population and the consequent sacrifice sustained by the 
farming interest. But to appreciate the extent of the depression of former markets, it must be remarked 
that Mexico and South America have recently afforded a new market, and to which nearly one-half of the 
flour above stated in the latter years was shipped. A corresponding depression of other articles of home 
production has also taken place. To alleviate the distresses from those causes, and employ the labor of 
the country, resort has been had to raising of flax, hemp, wool, and the manufacture of iron and woolens. 
Millions of capital have been allotted to these new pursuits. But, from the peace in Europe, the subjects 
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of those Governments, encouraged by a zeal for importation, have brought from abroad immoderate 
quantities of rival articles into our market; and, although much sacrifice has been sustained by their 
foreign owners, yet the effect has been to overstock and render our markets unstable; to prostrate almost 
every man engaged in the business; dissipate capital, reduce many to poverty, and put thousands of 
manufacturers and laborers out of employment. Lands purchased at fair prices when their products had 
value and market have been reduced in utility and worth. Many farms, upon which several instalments 
have been paid, have been sacrificed, and, on a sale, found inadequate to satisfy the sums remaining due. 
Bankruptcy has overwhelmed many who were industrious, prudent, and upright; and it yet threatens 

reater and continued ravages. The nation is placed nearly in the same state of dependence on foreign 
supplies as before the war of the Revolution. 

Encouragement and protection from Government can alone avert this disastrous and ruinous state of 
things, now pressing so severely, so unjustly, and so unnecessarily, upon nearly one-half of the people of 
this nation. 

Against adequate provision for relief from such a state of things it has been objected that Congress 
have not the right to legislate for the encouragement and protection of agriculture and manufactures, 
but that its lawful powers are restricted solely to levying duties for necessary revenue. 

The Constitution certainly furnishes no such restriction or limitation of powers; while its whole 
object and express delegation of power authorizes Congress “to provide for the general welfare.” But 
a reference to the exposition of the Constitution given by its framers in their early and continued practice 
will most effectually put at rest all doubts on this head. 

The second act of the first Congress, passed on the 4th of July, 1789, was an act to provide revenue 
and to encourage manufactures, and contains this remarkable and explicit preamble: “ Whereas it is 
necessary for the support of Government, for the discharge of the debts of the United States, and for the 
encouragement and protection of manufactures, that duties be laid on goods, wares, and merchandises 
imported.” 

General Washington, in his message to Congress in the subsequent year, recommends the subject 
anew to their notice: ‘Their safety and interest require that they should promote such manufactures as 
tend to render them independent of others for essential, particularly military, supplies.” 

Again, in 1796, he says: “The encouragement of manufactures is of too much importance not to 
receive a continuance of their efforts in every way that shall appear eligible.” 

Mr. Jefferson, in his message in 1802, says: “To cultivate peace and maintain commerce and navi- 
gation, to foster our fisheries and protect manufactures adapted to our circumstances, &c., are the land- 
marks by which to guide ourselves in all our relations.” 

Mr. Madison, when a member of Congress, in debate, said: “There may be some manufactures which, 
being once formed, can advance towards perfection without any adventitious aid, while others, for want 
of the fostering hand of Government, will be unable to go on at all. Legislative attention will therefore 
be necessary to collect the proper objects for this purpose.” “The States that are most advanced and 
ripe for manufactures ought to have their particular interests attended to in some degree. While these 
retained the power of making regulations of trade, they had the power to protect and cherish such insti- 
tutions; by adopting the present Constitution they have thrown the exercise of this power into other 
hands; they must have done this under an expectation that those interests would not be neglected here.” 

We might add the names of Hamilton, and many other of the worthies of the Revolution, and set 
forth their sentiments in favor of the expediency and the right of those powers which we now ask Con- 
gress to exercise. But it will be sufficient that a Washington, a Jefferson, a Madison, and a Monroe, did 
not fear nor fail, in succession, to press this all-important and now engrossing subject of agriculture and 
manufactures on the consideration of Congress. In conformity to such sentiments, and in pursuance of 
such recommendations, Congress, from the organization of this Government to 1826, have steadily pur- 
sued a system of encouragement and protection to agriculture and manufactures, intending to advance 
the interests of the whole by cherishing manufactures generally, and protecting, in just succession, the 
staples and peculiar products of the different States. Till this system was begun and carried into effect, 
Virginia and Maryland, with their abundance of tobacco, languished without an adequate market. The 
Carolinas and Georgia, with their cotton, felt the severities of poverty and even apprehended ruin. The 
sugar cane was unknown to the south, and the fisheries of the east afforded no adequate compensation 
for its perilous and arduous pursuit. Under this system of encouragement and protection we have seen 
the sickly staples and languishing people of the several districts suddenly rise to health and enterprise, 
and to the possession of wealth and the enjoyment of prosperity. 

The agriculture of the south is supplied with a new staple in the article of sugar, the cotton product 
has experienced an almost boundless increase, the tobacco is scarcely adequate to supply the demand, 
and the fisheries now afford abundance and an ample reward to its enterprising followers. We do not 
complain that our brethren of those favored districts have been thus encouraged and protected, and ren- 
dered prosperous and happy by the friendly care and bounty of Government, but we do urge that, while 
they have been made rich and are in the actual and full enjoyment of so many blessings, springing from 
such a source and from‘such causes, it ill becomes them to set up a constitutional objection and remon- 
strate against the object of our petition. 

If it is right that they should continue under the protection, and in the enjoyment of their advan- 
tages and favors bestowed by Government, it is also right and just that equivalent favors and benefits be 
extended to us. If the Constitution forbids the one, it also prohibits the other. We have borne our share 
of “the burdens alleged to be imposed on the many for the benefit of the few,” in the protection given to 
the staples of their districts. If this objection is to prevail against a like protection to us, it is time a 
general repeal should take place of all laws for encouragement and protection; and the Constitution be 
thus restored, and “the many no ionger continue to be burdened for the benefit and protection of the 
few.” 
The agriculture of the grain districts, with a growing population and increased ability to produce, 
has sustained a depression in the single article of flour of more than ten millions of dollars annually, even 
after the aid derived from the new market to South America. The cotton exported has increased from about 
two millions value to $25,025,214 in 1826. The sugar, which was not raised in this country until encour- 
aged, now produces a supply of one-third of the consumption of this nation. The duty of three cents 
per pound upon the quantity produced if imported would give a revenue of $1,500,000. Yet, under 
circumstances of such a contrast between the grain and the cotton, and sugar districts, Louisiana and 
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the south declaim against “monopolies” and the tariff, and remonstrate against adequate encouragement 
to the staples and the agriculture of the Middle and Western States. 

If the domestic labor of the growers of wool, flax, and hemp, and the makers of iron, cannot be 
protected, but must be left to be supplanted by the products of the Spanish peasantry, the feudal slaves 
of Germany, and the serfs of Russia, why should the cotton, sugar, and tobacco of the south, be exempted 
from a like competition from the cotton of Egypt and the Brazils, and the cotton, sugar, and tobacco 
produced by the labor of the miserable slaves of the East and West Indies? Under such competition, 
the domestic labor of the south would soon perish, and the disastrous prospects which awaited those 
staples in 1789 would be reinstated. 

But your memorialists repose as little confidence in the solidity as in the fairness of this class of 
arguments. They believe experience has demonstrated that the system of protecting the domestic labor 
of the country, so far from burdening the many for the benefit of the few, has elicited new sources of 
wealth and enterprise, has made labor productive and certain in its rewards, augmented the national 
wealth, promoted the general welfare, and in no instance ultimately increé sed the price of commodities 
to the consumer. 

A reference to the article of cotton will suffice to elucidate this whole subject. In 1791 we exported 
189,316 pounds of cotton. The manufacture of cotton was then scarcely begun in this country. The 
production and transportation of that amount were the only benefits derived from that article to agricul- 
ture and the shipping interest. The production and manufacture of cotton was subsequently encouraged 
by adequate protection, and against which the shipping interest were opposed, and even, we also feared, 
that the many were to be burdened for the benefit of the few. But mark the results. From small 
beginnings we have risen to the exportation of 205,000,000 of pounds in 1826; manufactures have 
arisen, and, in a great degree, supply the demand for domestic consumption at about one-third of the 
former costs, and furnish between five and six millions value of cotton fabrics for exportation, principally 
to the South American market. The agriculture which formerly furnished 189,316 pounds of cotton, 
supplied about 205,000,000 of pounds in 1826. The shipping interest, which opposed this protection to 
cottun, then transported 189,316 pounds, now transport to foreign markets 205,000,000 of pounds, and 
also coastwise to the New England manufactories a qnantity sufficient to be manufactured for the 
domestic consumption of the country; and for six millions in value of cotton fabrics also, to be trans- 
ported to the South American market. The agricultural interests have, in return, found a market for its 
breadstuffs in supplying the manufacturers; for, it is a known fact, more flour passes eastward up the 
sound from New York, for home consumption, than was shipped from her port to foreign markets in the 
boasted days of our commercial prosperity. 

Without the benefit of this market, a consequence of protection to the manufacture of cotton, the 
farmers of this State would now have been in a most ruinous condition. 

Your memorialists urge, with great confidence, that encouragement to the productive industry of the 

country, and complete protection to the growth and manufacture of wool, flax, hemp, and iron, will, as in 
the case of cotton, give value to our lands, new springs to agriculture, diffuse universal joy and happiness 
over every class of society, and increase in a million fold the aggregate wealth and strength of our 
nation. 
It will not escape the observation of every reflecting individual, that the same spirit, and 
the same system of policy which would have retained us as colonies of Great Britain, although 
subdued on the question of our independence as a nation, yet secks to continue our dependence for all 
necessary supplies on British labor and English manufactures. From the organization of our Govern- 
ment to the present day it has been their unceasing endeavor to monopolize our trade and continue us 
in a state of colonial dependence as mere consumers of British products and British manufactures. They 
refuse to receive our breadstuffs, and yet urge upon us their manufactures. In 1825 we purchased 
upwards of $42,000,000 of her merchandise, of which $10,682,000 was wool and woolens; while they 
received in return not $200 of the agricultural products of this country north of the Potomac and Ohio. 
Yet we have men among us at this enlightened day, and after the experience in the effect of protection 
in the articles of cotton, sugar, and tobacco, who still urge the continuance of such a state of things; 
unequal and impolitic as between nations; and unequal and unjust as between ourselves and different 
sections of our own country. 

It has been stated, in recent British publications, that the labor-saving machinery used in Great 
Britain is estimated to be equal to twenty-two millions of laborers. Ought the American manufacturer 
and agriculturist to be left unprotected to compete with such an accumulated and prodigious power ? 
And, above all, ought our Government to allow Great Britain the profit of such mighty power in labor, to 
be used in manufactures for our consumption, and against us as individuals, and as a nation, when it 
might as well be used by ourselves and for our own benefit ? 

It is admitted “that nations cannot permanently and profitably trade together unless it is by the 
reciprocal interchange of their respective productions.” In conformity to this admitted principle, it has 
been the declared and unvarying policy of our Government to proffer and invite a reciprocity of trade. 
All their continued and protracted negotiations with other Governments, and especially with Great 
Britain, have rested upon this just and equal basis; but have been uniformly resisted and rejected by 
Great Britain. Why, then, should we continue to receive on favored terms their products, while ours are 
prohibited and rejected from their markets? They refuse to put our plough on a footing with their looms. 
Shall our farmers submit to have their breadstuffs refused a foreign market, and they remain rival com- 
petitors in raising grain without consumers? Ought they to be required, with their surplus and decaying 
grain on hand, to purchase foreign cloth, to the employment or profit of the Spanish and German farmer, 
and the British manufacturer, and thereby furnish British agriculture with a home market in supplying 
breadstuffs to the manufacturers of cloth for American consumption? Ought we not rather to protect 
the productive labor of our own citizens, encourage the growth and manufacture of wool, flax, hemp, and 
iron, in our own country; divert to other channels a portion of our labor; create consumers by maintaining 
our own manufacturers; and relieve agriculture by lessening competition and giving a market to the 
grain-growing interests? Such a system of measures would make us as independent in fact as we are 
in form, and coerce and secure that reciprocity in trade which has been so continually proffered by us 
and so often refused by Great Britain. 

The shipping and commercial interests have, in various ways, been most expensively encouraged and 
cherished. It should be remembered by those interests, because the farmers often feel the force and effect 
of the truth that, in this collision and contest for reciprocity of trade and protection to the American 
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merchant and American ship owner, the agricultural interest of the country is the club of Hercules, to 
which resort is constantly had to maintain the strife and fight this commercial battle. But for the just 
protection given to American bottoms over other vessels, foreign ships would gladly receive and transport 
our agricultural products at reduced freights, and bring back an abundant return. To maintain a pending 
commercial contest the West India market is now lost to our products, and the principal sacrifice falls on 
the agricultural interest. We ask not any relinquishment of this system of commercial protection and 
encouragement. But we do urge that the vehement opposition of those in the enjoyment of the advantages 
of this commercial and shipping protection should not avail to prevent the granting the object of this 

etition in favor of the depressed agriculturists and manufacturers, and the productive labor of the country. 

The memorialists are sensible that the previously granted tariffs have afforded reasonable protection 
to very many of the articles of domestic growth and home consumption. Cabinet furniture, workers in 
leather, hats, and such like articles, yet enjoy the protection afforded, and are prospering under its auspices. 
Although the agriculturist had, as was deemed, a proportionate share of protection, yet, by means of the 
prohibition to receive the breadstuffs of this country in the foreign markets, and the want of a home 
market, the encouragement and protection before given to agriculture is inoperative and of little or no 
practical effect. The system of internal improvements in roads and canals, which is justly-the pride of 
this State and of this nation, has in vain afforded facilities of communication, and brought out the 
surplus productions from the Western States, only to be added to the previous surplus of like products 
from the Middle States, and all to remain without a home demand, and prohibited as an article of foreign 
trade. It is essential to the prosperity of this part of the country that this state of things should be 
yaried. A foreign market or home consumption must be provided for our agricultural products. The 
one depends upon foreign nations; the other is within ourselves, and depends alone on the wisdom and 
the energy of Congress. Agriculture, as circumstances are, can only be reached and advanced by 
encouragement to manufactures and the establishment of a home market, and the creation of new objects 
for the use of our lands, and the employment of industry. A protection of wool, woolens, flax, hemp, 
and iron will accomplish and secure all those results, so desirable to individuals and so important to the 
general welfare. The encouragement afforded to malt liquors established breweries, provided consumers 
of breadstuffs, called for the production of the raw material, and thus gave to the farmer, in the article 
of barley, a new and one of the most advantageous and profitable crops. It is by such means that the 
agriculturists can only be directly reached and benefitted. Protection to wool, woolens, flax, hemp, and 
iron will secure augmented benefits to this, we trust, most useful portion of the community. 

The proposed rate of duty of twenty cents per pound on wool, with an increase on fine wool, and 
with an annual rise till fifty cents, will give to the farmer the immediate market on his mixed blood and 
merino wool. This protection seems due to this class of citizens, and we cannot see any good reason why, 
to their exclusion, the Spanish, German, and English farmer should be favored and employed. The 
admission into the country of wool costing less than eight cents per pound, without the proposed increase 
of duties, will leave the Smyrna and South American wool, taken in exchange for our cotton fabrics, and 
principally used for hats, carpets, and very coarse cloths, unaffected by the desired protection. We raise 
no such wool in this country; and its exemption for the clothing of a class of the laborers of the south 
appears just and reasonable, and, it would seem, ought to have moderated the keenness of opposition 
from that source. 

Your memorialists beg leave to refer to the preceding resolutions, and humbly pray that the object of 
the same may be carried into effect, or that such other effectual protection and relief may be granted as 
to your honorable body shall seem meet and proper. 

By order of the meeting. 

JAMES TALLMADGE, 
BARTOW WHITE, 
THOMAS L. DAVIES, 
HENRY SWIFT, 
JOHN B. VAN WYCK, 
Committee. 
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IN FAVOR OF INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 3, 1828. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 


The memorial of the subscribers, citizens of Pennsylvania, respectfully showeth: That a very large 
and important portion of your constituents, embracing probably half the population of the United States— 
the growers of grain, the raisers of sheep, and the manufacturers of woolen goods—are at present in a 
state of great depression, owing to a combination of untoward circumstances. ; 

In inviting the attention of your honorable bodies to the subject of the present memorial, we find it 
necessary to take a retrospective view of the state of the farming interest from a remote period, for which 
we hope the importance of the object in view will sufficiently apologize. We shall be as brief as the 
nature of the case will admit. en 

For nearly thirty years after the establishment of our present form of Government, farming was almost 
uniformly as profitable as it is an honorable and useful occupation. The industry of the farmer was stimu- 
lated and rewarded by brisk markets and highly liberal prices. It was, however, apprehended by our 
wisest statesmen that a severe reverse would take place as soon as, by the cessation of war In Europe, 
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the swords of myriads of warlike men, who had been wasteful consumers, would be converted into reaping 
hooks, and those who had wielded them into producers. But dearth in that quarter for two or three years 
arrested the stroke. In November, 1817, the British ports were closed against our breadstutfts, but opened 
for a short time in 1818. From the latter year the agriculture of Europe has sufficed to feed her population. 
and our breadstuffs have accordingly been almost wholly excluded; whereby the prospects of our farmers 
have been, from that time, extremely depressed. 

It cannot be improper to present a comparative view of the average of our exports of flour, the leadin 
article of the farming States, for three several periods, which will fully explain the causes, and shed light 
on the great extent of the depression of the great farming interest: 

Barrels. Value. 


sesssceeeee 1,383,149 $13,980,000 


Average of 1811, ’12, 713.............-..- (Mine Rw K OREN eo 
Average of 1817, 718.........seeseeeeeeeee COLNE RR NEA Chu RES ..e. 1,318,437 14,664,173 


Average of 1819, '20, "21, 22, "28, 24, 25, '26.........sececcecccceerseeees 867,044 *4/889'053 


So very extraordinary a diminution of demand for the surplus of the labors of our farmers, and of the 
value of that surplus, while their numbers in the interim had increased probably forty per cent., and their 
agricultural skill in nearly an equal ratio, could not fail to produce intense distress. The proceeds of the 
domestic sales, amounting at least to 10,000,000 of barrels of flour per annum, partook of the same fate. 
Other farming productions fell in value and demand in a similar degree. The annual reduction, therefore 
of the income of the farmers, by the operation of the European system of exclusion, could not have fallen 
short of $30,000,000. It may be said that the prices in the first two periods were too high. This we 
freely admit. But this circumstance affords no alleviation of the distress resulting from the diminution of 
demand, and the great depreciation below a price affording an adequate remuneration for labor and 
the employment of capital. We cannot forbear lamenting that no attempt was made to provide a domestic 
market as a substitute for the foreign one thus ruinously cut off; or any new channel for the employment 
of the capital and industry thus bereft of their usual occupation and remuneration. 

It is scarcely possible duly to appreciate the distress and ruin produced by this state of things among 
our farmers. Bankruptcy swallowed up a large proportion of them. Lands purchased at fair prices, when 
the European ports were open, and on which two and three instalments were paid, have been since 
sacrificed to pay the balance, and found inadequate for the purpose. It has been calculated, by men of 
inquiry, that one-third part of the landed property in the grain-growing States has changed owners within 
the last ten years, through the instrumentality of sheriffs and marshals; thousands of our citizens, bereft 
of large patrimonial estates, have been exiled from home to encounter the discomforts and privations of 
new settlements in the wilderness. Our lands produce far less than they might do; for, the stimulus of 
certain markets and remunerating prices being wanting, husbandry languishes Numerous cases occur, 
occasionally, of crops remaining unthreshed for a year after the harvest for want of demand. 

From this brief view of the depression of the growers of grain, we wish to call your attention to a 
sketch of the situation of the growers of wool and the manufacturers of woolen goods, 

The restrictive system which began in 1807, and the war of 1812, so far diminished foreign supplies 
of all kinds of manufactures, and threw out of employment so large a portion of our commercial capital, 
that many of our enterprising citizens entered with ardor into the pursuit of manufactures, and, among 
the rest, that of woolens. The demand for wool, of course, greatly increased. Flocks of merino sheep 
were purchased, and in many cases at very high prices. Before the close of the war the supply of 
woolen goods was nearly equal to the demand; whereby were secured moderate prices which, but 
for that circumstance, would have risen exorbitantly, as foreign woolens were scarce, and supplies 
precarious. Had the fostering care of the Government been extended to this manufacture after the war 
for a few years, it would have arrived at a maturity that might have enabled it to stand the shock of 
foreign competition. But the want of adequate protection, the mania for importation, the immoderate 
quantities of rival articles brought into our markets from abroad, prostrated almost every man engaged 
in the business, reduced hundreds to poverty, threw thousands of operatives out of employment, consigned 
probably three-fourths of the invaluable breed of merino sheep to the slaughter house, and placed the 
nation in nearly the same state of dependence on foreign supplies as before the war. 

Within the last ten years the farmers have been several times flattered, through the enterprise of the 
manufacturers of woolen goods, with the hope of a revival of the demand for wool, which would greatly 
tend to alleviate their sufferings. Large flocks of sheep have been accordingly collected at differert 
periods, at great expense; remunerating sales have been made for a year or two; but they have been 
succeeded by a blight and blast, in consequence of the market for domestic cloth being destroyed by 
inundations of foreign woolens sold at the risk and to the loss of the exporters, many times for less than cost, 
and sometimes for little more than the cost of the raw material. Thus the demand for wool having nearly 
ceased, the sheep have been destroyed by thousands, as their support became a burden to the proprietors. 

The tariff of 1824 afforded a clear demonstration of two important facts: one, that the protection of 
American manufactures, and building up an American system are clearly recognized as substantial 
portions of the policy of our National Legislature; and the other, that that body seriously intended to 
protect and foster the important branches—wool-growing and the manufacture of woolen goods. This 
encouraged our capitalists to enter into both. Investments were made in the latter in buildings, machinery, 
and materials, to the amount, it is believed, of $50,000,000, and for some time the prospects were truly 
flattering. The number of sheep in the United States has been estimated at 15,000,000, which, at two 
dollars each, amount to $30,000,000, making an aggregate of $80,000,000 invested in these two collateral 
branches. The fleeces of the sheep, at three pownds each and at 30 cents per pound, would amount, 
annually, to $13,500,000. 

But it proved in this case, as in many others, that our citizens held their prosperity by the very 
uncertain tenure of foreign legislation and foreign fluctuations. In the midst of their prosperous career, 
a tornado burst on both the growers and manufacturers of wool. In consequence of the calamitous 
scenes in Great Britain in 1825, immense exportations of woolen goods to this country took place, which 
were, as formerly, sacrificed frequently below cost and charges. With such competition all struggle is 
Barrels. Value. 
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unavailing. The American manufacturer is expelled from his own market; his industry prostrated, and 
he and his family are doomed to ruin unless the extent of his capital may enable him to survive the 
shock, with the sacrifice of all his profits and part of that capital. 

The distress in Great Britain, and the excessive exportations of woolens from that country to this, 
would have been sufficient to produce a great depression in the woolen branch here. But another cause 
of depression has been brought into operation. The British Government, ever wide awake to foster and 
protect its manufactures, reduced the duty on wool from six pence per pound to one penny, and to a half- 
penny on wool below Is. per pound. Thus, while the American manufacturer pays, in some instances, a 
duty of 20 and 25 cents per pound, the British pays but a penny or a halfpenny; whereby nearly the 
whole benefit intended for the American in 1824 is done away. 

It is a melancholy truth, which cannot fail to make a deep impression on your honorable bodies, that 
the great capital invested in the breed of sheep and in the establishments for woolen manufactures has, 
in consequence of the depression of these branches of industry, depreciated 30, 40, and, in many cases, 
50 per cent. 

The following facts may enable your honorable bodies to form some estimate of the importance of 
the woolen branch. A factory employing 160 hands (and there are probably fifty or sixty such factories 
in the United States) would consume 100,000 pounds of wool per annum. To produce this quantity of 
wool would require 35,000 sheep. These would occupy 23,000 acres of land, divided into 115 farms of 
two hundred acres each; every farm supporting 300 sheep and a family of six persons, almust entirely 
devoted to sheep husbandry. It therefore follows that 50 factories, each with 160 operatives, give 
employment to 5,750 families, and a population of 34,500 persons, who cultivate 1,150,000 acres of land; 
and it is important to observe that land of inferior quality answers well for sheep grazing. 

It is hardly necessary to make any addition to these facts. Yet it may be proper to state, that but 
for this employment, most of those 34,500 persons, and of the 1,150,000 acres of land, would probably be 
employed in raising breadstuffs of various kinds; thus increasing production and the glut of the markets, 
and depreciating the price of those articles, already too low to remunerate the capital they employ. 

Some imperfect idea may be formed of the beneficial effects of this manufacture on commerce, from 
the fact that a single woolen manufacturer in Massachusetts consumed last year, notwithstanding the 
depression of that branch— 

100,000 pounds of wool, equal to 50 tons, of which 40 were imported. 

27 tons of dye-wood. 

13 tons of oil. 

2 tons of foreign soap. 

A multiplication of this amount by the number of factories in the United States would produce a 
most interesting result as regards the mercantile portion of our citizens. In fact, there cannot be a doubt 
that the freights of the raw materials for this and other manufactures give full employment to more 
tonnage than all the dry goods imported into this country. 

Your memorialists have learned, with great surprise and regret, that associations of their fellow- 
citizens have taken place in different parts of the southern States, by which the power to impose duties 
on imports is attempted to be confined to the mere purposes of revenue ; the exercise of that power for 
the protection of manufactures is denounced as unconstitutional ; the operation of such duties is declared 
to be oppressive and unequal, and, of course, unjust ; and gloomy predictions are hazarded of retaliation, 
by restrictions and heavy duties on our cotton and tobacco, on the part of Great Britain, in the event of 
any increase of duties on manufactures. 

The limits of a memorial forbid much discussion on these assumptions, which, we respectfully state, 
have been so often and so fully disproved that we could not have expected to be called on at this late 
period to offer any arguments against them. We yield, however, to the necessity of the case, although 
it is but repeating arguments already hackneyed. We shall be very brief, and therefore we barely state 
that, in the first Congress, presided over by the illustrious Washington, and embracing a number of the 
members of the convention which framed the Constitution, who were certainly as well qualified to judge 
of its intent and meaning as any persons of the present day—in that Congress, we say, there was not a 
single exception alleged to the measure in question on the ground of unconstitutionality. The most 
highly gifted members of that body not only admitted the right, but, in a variety of cases, powerfully 
advocated the exercise of it as far as the interests of their particular constituents were concerned. For- 
tunately the debates of that Congress are still extant, and the speeches of Mr. Madison, Mr. Ames, Mr. 
Clymer, Mr. Fitzsimons, Mr. Carroll, Mr. Wadsworth, Mr. Boudinot, &c., may be consulted on the subject. 
To this, let us respectfully add, that the preamble of the law for imposing duties on imports, the second 
passed by that Congress, runs, “ Whereas it is necessary for the support of Government, for the discharge 
of the debts of the United States, and the ENCOURAGEMENT AND PROTECTION OF MANUFACTURES, that duties be 
laid on goods, wares, and merchandise imported.” 

We beg leave, with all due respect, to state that these facts alone ought to settle this important 
question forever. But it is to be observed that other facts, affording unequivocal corroboration of this 
construction of the Constitution, remain to be stated. This system was distinctly recommended by 
General Washington, in his speech to Congress, at an early period of his career as President, and in his 
last speech to that body in 1796. Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Madison, and Mr. Monroe held the same language 
in their messages. And, so late an 1816, Mr. Lowndes, one of the most zealous, intrepid, and enlightened 
advocates of the rights and interests of the southern States, asserted the same principle clearly and dis- 
tinctly. We conclude with the fact, of equal force with all the rest, that the practice of the Government, 
from 1789 until 1820, has been uniform on the subject, and never, to our knowledge, once questioned until 
1820—a period of thirty-one years. And what is now to overrule this vast testimony? The very strained 
construction that bounties and protecting duties, producing the same result of fostering manufactures, are 
identically the same; and that the power of Congress to grant bounties having been proposed and 
rejected in convention, protecting duties were, by implication, likewise rejected. This, we beg leave to 
State, is fully as illogical as to assert that gypsum, marl, lime, and wood ashes are all the same substance 
because they all serve to manure the soil. : 

Duties absolutely prohibitory were, in 1789, imposed on manufactured tobacco and snuff; six cents 
per pound on the former and ten cents on the latter. But even these high duties were not deemed 
sufficient to guard the interests of the tobacco planter. They were raised, in 1794, to twenty-two cents on 
snuff, and ten cents on manufactured tobacco. Of these exorbitant duties, imposed, not for the sake of 
revenue, but avowedly for the exclusion of the articles, and to secure to the tobacco planter the entire 
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market of his own country, to the consequent injury of the revenue, the manufacturing portion of the 
nation never harbored a thought of complaining. We beg leave further to state, that a duty was, jp 
1789, laid on raw cotton, 150 per cent. higher than the duty on cotton goods, to encourage the culture of 
that raw material ; that a duty was, at the same time, laid on indigo, to encourage its culture, 200 per 
cent. higher than on the great mass of manufactured goods ; that the duty on brown sugar, an article of 
great bulk, heavy freight, and, in some degree, a necessary of life to the poorer classes of society, is from 
75 to 100 per cent., which is far higher than any duty on manufactured goods, except coarse cottons ; and, 
finally, that, for the encouragement of our navigation, the duty on teas imported in foreign vessels wag 


= ’ 


by the tariff of 1789, 125 per cent. higher than on those imported in American vessels. Various other 
duties for the protection of agriculture and commerce have been imposed at different times during the 
progress of our Government, for the details of which we refer to the statute books, and which, we repeat, 
have never been murmured against or complained of by the manufacturing portion of the nation. 

We respectfully state that the objection to the imposition of duties for the protection of manufac- 
turers, on the ground of their oppressive tendency, and “ taxing the many for the benefit of the few,” is 
equally ill-founded. In every case, without a single exception, in which efficient protection has been 
afforded to American manufactures, the result has been to produce an article superior in point of utility, 
and at a lower price than the imported one. American nails, for instance, subject to a duty of 70 per 
cent., are sold 40 per cent. cheaper in Philadelphia than in Liverpool. — American canvas and window 
glass are cheaper and better than the imported. The same observation applies to chemical articles 
generally. Cotton goods are 50 per cent. cheaper and 60 per cent. better than were the imported articles 
for which they were substituted when the imposition of the square yard duty took place. The enumera- 
tion might be extended to a great variety of other articles, but we deem it unnecessary to enter into 
further detail. 

On the subject of retaliation, we beg leave to observe that, as the nations of Europe, because they 
can supply themselves with breadstuffs, do actually, in order to protect their agriculturists, prohibit ours 
altogether, the cultivation of which forms the chief dependence of five or six millions of our population, 
the threat of retaliation on their part, held out by our own citizens, should we judge it proper not to meet 
positive exclusion by exclusion, but merely to impose additional duties on such articles as our industry 
can supply, is truly preposterous. Foreign nations are the aggressors. The aggression began and has 
been continued for years on their part, without an attempt at retaliation on ours. So far as Great Britain 
is concerned, it is to be observed that there is a regular annual balance in her favor of from four to eight 
millions of dollars. Last year we exported to her only $21,209,054, and imported $25,458,975. With 
respect to tobacco, her entire consumption of the article from all the world is only 14,000 hogsheads per 
annum; and our cotton is almost as indispensably necessary to her as food for her population. The whole 
amount of our domestic exports to Great Britain and France last year, cotton and tobacco excepted, was 
to the former Kingdom $1,709,122, and to the latter $276,797. The tobacco exported to both nations 
amounted to only $3,602,356. 

There are important considerations connected with this subject deeply interesting to such members 
of your honorable bodies as are engaged in agriculture; more especially, for a reason which will appear 
in the sequel, to those devoted to the culture of cotton. There is too great a proportion of our citizens 
employed in agricultural pursuits. At the last census the agriculturists formed 83 per cent. of the entire 
population. The proportion has not decreased since; hence the demands of the markets, foreign and 
domestic, do not keep pace with the increase of production. While our means of producing a suplus for 
exportation are constantly increasing, the foreign markets have been diminishing. So completely and 
unprecedentedly have they fallen off, that of most of our staples, except cotton, we export less in quantity 
than we did in 1790, even before the flames of war spread throughout Europe, though our population has 
nearly trebled since that time; (see table A.) Notwithstanding this reduction of exports, all the markets 
in the world, into which our produce is received, are almost constantly glutted with it; the demand is 
slow, the prices reduced, our merchants suffer heavy losses, agriculture languishes, and the resources of 
our country are blighted by our policy. The average for two years, 1800 and 1801, of the domestic exports 
of those of our citizens not engaged in the culture of cotton, (about 5,000,000 souls,) was $35,787,043. 
The domestic exports of the same description of citizens in 1826 (about 10,000,000) were $28,030,448. 
Thus the melancholy fact appears, that while our population increases in an unexampled ratio, the quan- 
tity and value of our exports generally, cotton excepted, decrease. This sufficiently accounts for the 
occasional depressions of the prosperity of a country possessed of unexampled advantages, and proves 
the pernicious nature of our policy. <A retrospect of a few years will shed strong light on the results of 
that policy. The extreme depression of manufactures from 1816 to 1822 drove thousands and tens of 
thousands of manufacturers to farming. Thus was that branch of industry overstocked by the conversion 
of so many customers into rivals. Hence thousands of acres, where the climate and soil permitted, were 
converted, from tillage and pasturage, into cotton and tobacco plantations. The planting of tobacco was 
soon overstocked, and cotton was substituted for that article; hence the enormous increase of the export 
of cotton, notwithstanding the great and steady increase of the domestic consumption. The export of 
Upland cotton was more than doubled in four years, from 1819 to 1823. In the former year it was 
80,013,843 pounds, and in the latter 161,586,582 pounds; and the proceeds of the latter quantity fell short 
of those of the former. Nothing can more incontrovertibly prove the utter impolicy of our system, as 
regards the southern States, than this obvious and pernicious result of depressing manufactures and 
farming, and thus unduly increasing the production of cotton. To this source may be fairly traced the 
ruinous reduction of the price of that valuable staple, and all the depression that has prevailed for years 
in the cotton-growing States. 


Total export and proceeds of Sea Island and Upland cotton for 1819 and 1823. 


Pounds. Value. 
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A candid view of the preceding facts will satisfy every unbiased mind that the conversion of 
150,000 cultivators of cotton into farmers, and of double the number of farmers into mechanics and 
manufacturers, would produce the most salutary effects on the general prosperity of the country to an 
incalculable extent. 

Here we respectfully close the arguments in favor of the system we advocate, with the hope that 
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our facts and inductions will irresistibly prove the soundness of the maxim of Adam Smith, that “what 
ever tends to diminish, in any country, the number of artificers and manufacturers, tends to diminish the home 
market, the most important of all markets for the rude produce of the land, and thereby still further to dis- 
courage agriculture.” And hence it clearly follows that it is the interest of the agriculturists to increase 
the number of artificers and manufacturers, in order “to increase the home market.” 

Besides the growers of wool and the manufacturers of woolen goods, there are various other descrip- 
tions of our fellow-citizens whose case requires further legislative protection. Instead of any enumeration 
on our part, we respectfully refer to the recommendations of the Harrisburg convention, which will be 
submitted to your consideration, and which we fully approve. 


A. 
Exports from the United States of flour, wheat, &c., for 1790 and 1826. 




















Articles. 1790. 1826. Increase. Decrease. 
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Submitting the premises to the serious consideration of your honorable bodies, your memorialists 
pray you will afford such relief as the pressing necessity of the case requires. 
SEPTEMBER 20, 1827. 





201m Concress. | No. 806. [1st Srsston. 








IN FAVOR OF INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 3, 1828. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 


The memorial of the subscribers, on behalf of the Pittsburg Manufacturing Association, humbly 
showeth: That the said association has been established and organized principally with a view to the 
encouragement and assistance of such manufactures of domestic production as might be fostered for the 
common benefit of our mechanics and the country at large. That they have, in the prosecution of this 
design, been enabled to ascertain what description of fabrics, by a small pecuniary assistance, by loans 
and advances, have been able to struggle into competition with the capital, experience, and skill of 
European artists. That for these, and such as these, they have nothing to ask, although convinced that, 
if the manufacturers who are now straining every nerve in this contest were more amply protected, it 
would afford the public immediate advantages, whose enjoyment under the present system is postponed. 
For, their observation from results the most indisputable, occurring under their own eyes, regards this 
position as established truth: Zhat when the country can supply an article, the higher the duty the sooner tt 
can be afforded better and cheaper than any furnished from abroad. When factories are suffered to obtain 
full operation, domestic ingenuity and rivalry never have failed to effect this result. 

There are, however, some branches of manufacture that, notwithstanding steady application and 
labor, the best skill and industry that could be enlisted, and all the capital that could be brought to the 
task, have failed in competition with British power and wealth. With that enterprise which distinguishes 
our artisans, they have returned to the task, and redoubled their efforts, but have again been beaten down 
by temporary sacrifices, by inferior articles made for sale, and by evasions of the tariff. To these, and for 
such as these, they would ask the kind and liberal hand of Government to protect and rear them to that 
strength and maturity that may enable them to return tenfold any benefits now extended to them. 

The relation this association bears to the manufacturers and mechanics of the country affords them 
but that indirect and general benefit which every citizen has in the prosperity of his fellows, and their 
representations are therefore entitled to as much praise for disinterestedness as those emanating from any 
eastern Chamber of Commerce. 

We can scarce flatter ourselves that the time of Congress will be appropriated to a general revision 
of the tariff. Before proceeding to set forth our special purpose, we would, however, respectfully suggest, 
that for the improvement of the revenue, and its effect upon our domestic exertions, the time of credit on 
the duties should be reduced, or, if deemed more eligible, they should be made payable in cash; thus 
diminishing the expenses and risk of collection, while obtaining the immediate advantage of prompt pay- 
ment. The manufacturing interest of the country can scarce view with complacency their own Govern- 
ment lending capital to operate directly against our home industry. 
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We would further represent the expediency of a general provision that the ad valorem duties should 
be regulated upon an assessment of value made in our own ports. This would operate as an effectual 
check upon fraudulent invoices; particularly when the value of the goods is but little higher than the 
minimums, it would remove the temptation of placing them lower. In adopting this regulation, we should 
but follow the example of those nations whose ri valry presses hardest upon the exertions of our own 
citizens. 

The tariff of 1824 has enumerated certain articles of tron manufacture, and subjected them to specific 
duties. Having experienced the general benefit and efficiency of this mode of protection, our more especial 
object, on this occasion, has been to pray the attention of your honorable bodies to the insertion in any 
bill regulating imposts sundry similar articles, subjecting them to the following, or such other specific 
duty as you may deem expedient. We have endeavored, in suggesting the following, to adopt the scale 
of duty furnished by the act of 1824; the variation requested being not so much in the amount of duty as 
in the alteration of the mode of assessing it. 

Axes, 50 cents each; adzes, 33 cents each; drawing knives, 25 cents each; cutting knives, 33 cents 
each; scythes, 33 cents each; sickles or reaping hooks, 20 cents each; spades or shovels, (of iron or steel,) 
25 cents each; squares, (of iron or steel,) 25 cents each; steelyards, drawing less than 100 lbs., 33 cents 
each; steclyards, drawing over 100 Ibs. and under 300 lbs., 50 cents each; steelyards, drawing over 300 Ibs,, 
66 cents each; scale beams, from 12 to 18 inches long, 50 cents each; scale beams, from 18 to 24 inches 
long, 100 cents each; scale beams, from 24 to 36 inches long, 200 cents each; scale beams, all over 36 
inches, 300 cents each; screws of iron, weighing 25 lbs. or more, 5 cents per pound; handsaws, 50 cents 
each; socket chisels, 5 cents per pound; vises, 3 cents per pound; bridle bits, of cast or wrought iron, 
unfinished, 50 cents per dozen; bridle bits, of cast or wrought iron, finished or tinned, 50 cents per dozen; 
bridle bits, of cast or wrought iron half plated, 100 cents per dozen; bridle bits, of cast or wrought iron, 
full plate, 200 cents per dozen. 

In common with a large portion of our fellow-citizens, both cast and west, we have regretted the 
injury sustained by the manufacturing interest by the loss of the “woolens bill” of the last session, and 
would anxiously hope that such an act, embracing provisions for the protection of all connected interests, 
so as to obviate all objection in the minds of the friends of the system, may be passed at an early period, 
The features of the bill, as suggested by the Harrisburg convention, have been examined and approved 
by your petitioners. The immediate operation of such an act would, we believe, serve to animate and 
enliven many languishing establishments, to restore to our farmers markets they have lost, and generally 
to invigorate the industry of the country. 

The experience of the United States, north, south, and west, uniting in opinion as to the advantages 
bestowed by the high duties on coarse cottons, we shall conclude by respectfully requesting the prosecution 
of this species of duty, so widely beneficial, and the extension of it to the finer kinds of cotton goods, 
including those dyed, stained, or printed, raising the minimum square yard duty on these articles to fifty 
cents. From the progress and present state of the cotton factories, we are satisfied they are prepared to 
deserve this further encouragement, &c. 

And we would respectfully pray, &e. 
JAMES 8S. CRAFT, 
THOMAS HAZELTON, 
JAMES ARTHURS, 
ALEXANDER MILLER, 
JOHN SHERIFF, 

Committee, &c. 
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AGAINST INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 3, 1828. 


To the honorable the Senate of the United States: 

The memorial of the citizens, inhabitants of Richland district, in the State of South Carolina, respect- 
fully showeth: “That your memorialists have observed, with great and reasonable apprehension, the 
dangerous and never-ending encroachments of persons who claim as a right from your honorable body an 
universal system of protecting duties in favor of all articles that any speculator may think proper to 
manufacture in these United States, greatly increasing thereby the price of the article upon the purchaser 
who needs it, to the manifest detriment of the whole class of purchasers and consumers who constitute, in 
fact, the PUBLIC. 

Your memorialists, deeply suffering under this system of protecting duties, so far as it hath already 
proceeded, and neither feeling nor expecting any benefit to themselves in return, desire to express their 
deliberate conviction that Congress possesses no power under the Constitution to enact any such system of 
peculiar protection, or to favor, in any manner, one class of citizens at the expense of the rest; that such a 
system has been long felt in this State as equally unjust in its principle and in its operation; that it arrays 
the pursuits and the interests of one section of the Union against those of another, conferring advantages 
and privileges arbitrarily, unequally, and in no degree sanctioned by the Constitution or by justice; and that 
it is liable to great abuse, as a political engine, by bribing one section of the Union with the plunder of 
another. 

Your memorialists are willing to pay toward the necessary REVENUE of the country whatever sums 
Congress may think it right to call for; but they utterly deny that Congress possesses any constitutional 
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authority to impose taxes for any other purpose. They consider the laws of this kind, already passed, as 
encroachments on the common compact between the States of this Confederacy. Such laws have been 
submitted to from feelings of generosity, and from motives of peace and good neighborhood, although their 
injustice has been most manifest, and their oppression severely felt. Your memorialists, therefore, are 
fully of opinion that it is advisable to retrace the steps that have been taken, and to undo the mischief that 
has been done, rather than to add any further strength to a system in every way so objectionable and so 
revolting. 

But your memorialists now see, with profound regret, that they are doomed to suffer without any hope 
of termination to these impositions and encroachments; that their honest earnings are legislated out of 
their pockets, to be bestowed gratuitously on citizens of a distant part of the Union, or to be expended in 
operations I which a part only of the Union is interested, and from which your memorialists have no 
reasonable expectation of benefit; that the tax laws to be enacted are in future to be, as for many years 
they have been, not national but sectional, so that the benefit of the Union to this State is becoming daily 
more dubious and disputable. 

Your memorialists cannot help dwelling a moment longer on this branch of their just complaints. 
The duties laid by Congress, of whatever description, are levied, in great part, on articles purchased by 
southern industry and consumed by the south; but these duties are expended almost exclusively for the 
benefit of other sections of the Union. All the taxes that support the expenditures of the Army, of the 
Navy, of the various fortifications, of roads and canals, in whatever proportion we pay them, return to us 
no more. All that is taken from us i8 disposed of elsewhere. We are benefitted in the south by those 
expenditures in no way that we can perceive or feel. All that we pay is accumulated in defending and 
improving distant sections of the Union, and the prosperity of the north is built upon the impoverishment 
of the south. Although we have long submitted without complaint, the inequality and injustice of this 
state of things is becoming too glaring to remain unnoticed, and the burdens it imposes on us too heavy 
to be borne in silence any longer. 

Deeply impressed with these considerations, your memorialists do earnestly, with the highest respect 
for your honorable body, entreat that all laws heretofore passed under the influence of, and with a view to 
a tariff’ of protection, may be repealed; that no laws be hereafter passed imposing duties or taxes of any 

_ description but what the real wants of a necessary REVENUE may require; and that the principle and 
practice of protecting duties, by which the industry of one class of citizens is fostered and rewarded at the 
expense of the rest, be forever abandoned. 

And your memorialists, with all respect, submit to the wisdom of your honorable body the aforesaid 
request, and earnestly pray that the relief called for by this memorial may be granted. 
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AGAINST INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 4, 1828. 


To the honorable the President and members of the Senate of the United States in Congress assembled : 


The memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of Charleston, South Carolina, and of other citizens of 
Charleston, respectfully showeth: That your memorialists approach your honorabie body to offer their 
solemn remonstrance on a subject in which they cannot but take the deepest interest and feel the liveliest 
solicitude. Your memorialists allude to the late bill for an increase of the duty on woolens, and which 
they have reason to believe will be again brought to the view of Congress at the approaching session. 
It is against the provisions, not less: than the principle, of that bill that your memorialists would most 
earnestly remonstrate, and implore your honorable body to pause before the doctrine of commercial 
restrictions is so incorporated in our legislation as to constitute a part of our permanent policy. The 
danger of all legal restraints on foreign commercial intercourse consists in their commencement—the dif- 
ficulty in their removal. The general views on this subject do not admit of further illustration from argu- 
ment, nor can they be strengthened by any additional appeal to experience. If the lessons of history fail 
to enlighten and forewarn on this subject, the struggle now in progress on the other side of the Atlantic, 
between rival interests established by law afford a solemn admonition to States who have not yet encum- 
bered their onward course with restrictive regulations. 

Your memorialists do not rest their opposition to the contemplated act on any exclusively sectional 
considerations or local views. They apprehend that the people of this country have a common interest 
in preserving their commercial code from the complexity and contradictions which deform those of Europe, 
and from the introduction into that code of any principle that, in its results, would place them in a hostile 
position to each other, that would arm the agriculturist of one section of the country against the manu- 
facturer of a different section. If these interests will not harmonize by the slow and natural operation 
of circumstances, they can never be forced into an alliance by law. 

There are two leading aspects in which the subject presents itself to your memorialists: 


1. As the duties contemplated in the bill must constitute an aggravation of an already unequal and 
burdensome tax on the consumption of the southern States; and, 

2. As they must have an increasing tendency to limit the foreign market for their staples. 

On the first of these points the allegation of your memorialists is susceptible of the readiest proof; 
the evidence is accessible to all who will seek it in the spirit of impartiality. The duty on that class of 
woolens consumed by the slave constitutes an impost on capital under the guise of a tax on consumption. 
The slave of the southern planter must be clothed according to that standard of comfort which both 
interest and feeling prescribe. This is an inevitable tax on his owner, under all circumstances imagina- 
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ble—in periods of adversity as well as seasons of prosperity—in all conditions of the market for the 
produce of the labor of the slave. There is this peculiarity, then, which attaches to a tax on the con- 
sumption of the slave: it is one that cannot be got rid of, even under the most adverse state of things. 
nor does the burden admit of diminution, as in other taxes on consumption, by a reduction of expendi- 
ture; the expense of clothing the slave is brought within the narrowest limits of an economy that is 
consistent with humanity. All duties, therefore, which enhance the cost of clothing the slave fall with 
unmitigated pressure on his owner. In this view of their effects they partake of the essential features 
of a direct assessment; and the distinction between an impost in this form and a capitation tax on the 
slave is one more in name than in substance. The slaves of the southern cultivator constitute the greater 
portion of his capital; his land forms but a small part of his productive means. The entire southern 
region, which affords in the produce of its soil the means of maintenance to thousands, north as well ag 
south, would become a barren waste without that species of labor by which it is now rendered productive, 
To assess the cultivator in the only means at his command to effect the most profitable results from 
cultivation, from the unfettered use of his whole capital, is to impose a penalty, in the form of a duty, on 
southern improvements. 

Your memorialists are persuaded that the burden, in this form, borne by the southern States since 
the tariff of 1816 would, in its aggregate, constitute a great deduction from their productive means, and, 
in its annual amount, a heavy per centage on individual capital. They believe that accurate calculation 
would show that, on that portion invested and held in slaves, the present duty on woolens is equal to an 
assessment of three-sixteenths per cent. on such capital, and that South Carolina, assuming that one-half 
only of her slave population is clothed in foreign woolens, now pays, and has paid since 1816, an annual 
tax of between sixty and seventy thousand dollars on that portion only of her consumption of the article 
of woolens which is limited to her slaves. 

It will be obvious, on the least consideration, that this is a duty distinct in its effects from that paid 
by the free portion of the population in general. The latter is a part of that contingent to the general 
fund which the southern planter contributes in common with all other orders of American society; the 
duty on the coarser description of woolens is an additional burden on him, in the ratio ef the number of 
slaves he employs in cultivation In cases of hired services the burden of taxes on consumption is borne 
in part by the employer when labor is high; but that burden is sustained exclusively by the laborer, in 
the diminution of his comforts, when such labor is low. But the price of maintenance, however high, for 
involuntary services, being paid without the possibility of relief or mitigation, as the burden admits of 
being neither shifted nor divided, it constitutes, in the opinion of your memorialists, an unanswerable 
argument against the policy (not to say anything of the justice) of aggravating by law this very 
unequal pressure. It will be recollected that this reasoning applies to the very coarsest description of 
woolens, which forms scarcely any part of the consumption of the laboring and poorer classes of the 
other States, and as relates to the existing duty. 

Nor would your memorialists omit to urge those views (if they had not been already stated with 
great force and truth) which go to show that the proposed increase of duties must bear with a very 
unequal pressure on the different classes of American society, as burdening the poor in proportion to 
their poverty, and as exempting the wealthy in the ratio of their riches. Such duties are widely variant from 
the true intent and generous scope of our institutions, which look to the equal distribution of public 
burdens as the cardinal rule of legislation, whether as relates to the imposition of duties or the appor- 
tionment of taxes. Your memorialists are willing to admit that the home has, to a great extent, sup- 
planted the foreign manufacture, but the policy of building up an interest on such a basis as high duties, 
which nearly amount to exclusion of the foreign article, becomes here again the interesting problem 
which the Nationa! Legislature, having a paternal regard to all the interests involved in the issue, is 
called upon to solve. It may be alleged that the domestic fabric has, by the process of high duties, been 
greatly reduced in price as well as improved in quality; but the true question for the consumer, in the 
apprehension of your memorialists, is the comparative price of the home and foreign article at the present, 
and not at any antecedent period. 

On the other branch of the subject ailuded to by your memorialists, to wit: the tendency of additional 
duties to limit the foreign market for the southern staples, they could open no views that are not familiar 
to the intelligence of the Legislature of the Union. There is no principle better established in commercial 
intercourse than that if nations will not buy they cannot sell. The effect of our national legislation is to 
deprive us gradually of our steadiest and wealthiest customers. There is no magic or mystery in the 
pursuits of trade; its laws are as simple as its ends are beneficent. The exchanges which mutually enrich 
nations are those of barter, and the great dictate of nature, with the law of human wants and human 
necessities, teach this truth, that legislators cannot create the elements of individual wealth and public 
prosperity, but they may prevent their full development and healthy action by artificial combinations and 
unnatural arrangements. It is impossible to foretell to what precise extent we may be deprived of the 
foreign demand for our staples by our persistence in the fatal policy of high duties. The depression 
from a contracted market is reached by successive steps in this artificial career. The connexions of 
business are not suddenly dissolved; the arrangements of commerce are not without some difficulty 
broken up; but nations will not, any more than individuals, continue to trade on unequal terms. We 
may profit for the moment by our prohibitory policy; we may sell without purchasing until fresh markets 
are sought out and opened; but the law is not more certain that brings fluids to their level than that 
nations cannot permanently and profitably trade together unless it is by the reciprocal interchange of 
their respective productions. 

Your memorialists are of opinion that if the principle of legislation lately set up as the rule of conduct 
on this subject for Congress is to be acted on and carried out in practice to its full extent, a general 
depression and deterioration of property in the cotton-growing States may be predicted as the positive 
results. That principle is that Congress possesses the power of effecting a new distribution of the national 
capital, and, by forcing it into channels different from those into which it would naturally flow, to produce 
a corresponding change in the industrious pursuits of the citizen. Against such an exercise of power 
your memorialists solemnly protest. Commercial retaliation has been limited in the previous practice of 
the National Government to the vindication of the dignity or honor of the country, or with the view to 
produce the relaxation of foreign edicts or statutes that did violence to some principle of commercial 
reciprocity. But the exercise of the right to retaliate, as relates to countries which may choose to 
close their markets against a certain description of our produce, would involve the power to reduce 
to a common evel of poverty or misfortune those who still preserve the foreign market for their 
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roductions, and those who, by the revolutions of trade, originating ‘in the accidents of politics or the 
changes of foreign legislation, have unfortunately lost that market. It would be to make a portion of 
the people of this Union bear the burden, to a certain extent, of the British corn laws ; to visit, 
in short, on a large division of our population, the pains and penalties of British legislation. If such 
a sacrifice were necessary to assert or vindicate the national honor, or to sustain any interest inti- 
mately connected with national defence, it would be submitted to by your memorialists, with the rest of 
their fellow-citizens, as a common burden for a common benefit. They cannot, therefore, conceive the 
propriety or justice of the plea which is employed to justify an interference that will lead to the depression 
of one interest for the relief of another. The southern agriculturist had no agency in producing that 
state of law or of circumstances abroad which, changing the channels of trade, left the western and 
northern cultivator to struggle with contracted markets and reduced prices. But it is a fact which does 
not admit of denial, that when the farmer of the Middle and Western States was in the enjoyment of 
open markets and profitable prices, the planter of the south had almost reached the last ebb of his fortunes, 
from the closing of the ordinary vents for his produce. He claimed no protection when he saw himself at 
the brink of ruin, his estates mortgaged, and the produce of his plantations perishing on his hands from 
the severe visitation of the accidents of war, as felt in those changes of the channels of trade which 
invariably follow in their train. 

Your memorialists would beg leave to suggest, whether it would not be within the proper province 
and legitimate purposes of State legislation to effect that more equal division of capital and employment 
between agriculture and manufactures within those States which are desirous of producing such a result. 
This might be effected by a bounty or premium on manufactured produce within the local jurisdiction, and 
the subsisting arrangements in the other States would not be exposed to disturbance. These arrange- 
ments having their origin in that master principle of improvement—the sagacity of self interest in 
descrying the true path to riches—claim for the future as for the past, to be left to the voluntary and unfet- 
tered action of the same principle. 

Your memorialists would also entreat your honorable body to pause, having already entered on a war 
of commercial restrictions, before we are too deeply committed in that false and fatal policy. They feel 
convinced that the British want only the colorable pretext of retaliation, to impose countervailing duties, 
which will alike reach the eastern ship owner and the southern agriculturist. The bill against which 
your memorialists protest will most amply afford this pretext. The commercial convention of 1818, 
between this country and Great Britain, expires by its own limitation in October, 1828. Is it not to be 
apprehended, if we pass this bill, and it becomes a law, that the British Government will refuse to renew 
that convention? The leading principle of that treaty, your honorable body knows, is the mutual aboli- 
tion of discriminating duties, as regards the intercourse with British ports in Europe, on the ships and 
commodities of the parties, respectively, to that compact. We, however, possess the largest share of 
advantage from that arrangement. The carrying trade between the ports of Great Britain and those of 
the United States is enjoyed principally by American shipping. <A higher duty on American cotton 
imported into British ports in Europe in American than in British ships will be in effect a discriminating 
duty in favor of British navigation, under the justifiable plea of retaliation, which would leave us without 
the power of inflicting a corresponding injury. Such a discrimination could not place the British ship 
owner in a worse position than he now occupies, as regards his share of the carrying trade between the 
two countries. It might improve that position. It would preserve a resemblance in the form merely of 
duties, which profess to countervail by inflicting an equivalent evil; but, in substance and effect, it would 
operate a double injury to us. It would, in the face of an abundant growth among ourselves, and the 
increasing competition of other countries, depress the price of our cotton in proportion to the British 
duty imposed on it; whilst, by lessening the employment for our shipping, it would contract our mercan- 
tile marine, and thus weaken our principal arm of national defence. Holding out a boon to the shipping 
interest of Great Britain, it would be deemed some compensation for the supposed pressure on that interest 
of Mr. Huskisson’s free trade acts. That to this result our restrictive and prohibitory policy is likely to 
lead your memorialists feel assured, from an attentive observation of recent events and the state of public 
opinion in that country. Your memorialists feel the strongest assurance, therefore, that the persistence 
in our burdensome duties must lead, through countervailing and retaliatory acts, to the depreciation of 
the produce and property of the Southern States in a far greater degree than it will benefit any considera- 
ble class or portion of the United States. 

Your memorialists have not adverted to the effect of excessive duties on the imports in the future 
diminution of the national revenue. | But it requires no argument to convince the National Legislature 
that the experiment of direct taxes cannot be hazarded but in support of a popular war. The inability 
of the southern States to pay their contingent to a general contribution in this form will increase with 
the augmentation of the foreign duties; the power to pay will, under such circumstances, be in the inverse 
ratio of the demands of Government. Nothing short of an armed power could collect a direct impost in 
such a state of things. It remains for the National Legislature to say whether the revenue laws of the 
country shall be enforced with resort to so dreadful an alternative, and in the face of so imminent a peril 
to the Republic. 

Your memorialists also feel it their duty to express their dissent to the assertion of the constitutional 
power of Congress to impose duties ostensibly for revenue, but virtua!ly for protection. They feel confi- 
dent that such is not the correct interpretation of this part of our national charter. Construing that 
instrument in conformity with its obvious purposes, and in the spirit which pervades the whole compact, 
your memorialists feel impressed with the truth that the power to impose duties for revenue would have 
been expressly limited to this single object if the framers of the instrument could have anticipated the 
course of our national policy. The right to raise a revenue by imposts is unqualified; because, your 
memorialists conceive, that being a branch of the taxing power, it would have been unwise to have limited 
it; like the other branches of the same power, it was judiciously left in the sound discretion of responsi- 
ble agents. They therefore protest, in the absence of any express limitation, and in the general silence 
of the instrument on the subject, against the assumption that the power can be taken in any other and 
larger sense than as a means to a single end, and that end revenue. Is not this construction strength- 

ened by the fact of the omission of any right of employing other legislative measures for purposes of 
protection? Is it not familiar to the knowledge of your enlightened body that there is a choice of expe- 
dients for this object? And that the favorers of domestic industry throughout Europe, in former days, 
employed bounties on exportation, in addition to duties on importation, to afford a similar protection to that 
claimed for the domestic industry of our own day and country? Why is the Federal Charter silent also 
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as to bounties on productions which are more directly promotive of the same end? But we find a positive 
prohibition in that instrument, both on Congress and the States, to impose duties on exportation; for fear 
evidently, that the power might be used to trammel commerce in too great a degree from excessive taxa. 
tion; whilst such prohibition forms the only restriction on the taxing power to be found in the whole 
instrument. The framers of our National Charter conceived that it was sufficient to confer the power to 
raise supplies in the mode by which revenue is most easily collected; but as they wisely thought there 
could not be importation without exportation, they would not give the power of taxing” the exports. If 
the right to protect certain b ranches of industry is to be impliedly taken from the power to impose duties 
your memorialists cannot conceive what can invalidate the plea for protection of the other branches, by 
claiming a premium or bounty, either on exportation or on production, for any article which may be grown 
or manufactured in opr widely extended country. 

There remains but one other view of the subject to which your memorialists would ask leave to cal] 
the earnest attention of the National Legislature; and which if they did not press on the deep consid- 
eration of your body they would conceive their duty but imperfectly executed. Your memorialists allude 
to the effect of high duties in placing the self-interest of the citizen in opposition to his social obligations, 
To respect the laws is one of the highest of our moral engagements; but there are limits to legal 
obedience, as well as political attachment, which daily experience admonishes statesmen are but too easily 
passed. The attachment, in fact, which constitutes patriotism is not a blind devotion, but an enlightened 
moral sentiment. It does not consist in a contracted and bigoted love for the soil on which our lot ig 
cast, but in an intelligent and cultivated affection for the institutions which afford impartial protection to 
property as well as person, and for the laws which look to the rule of equality in the distribution of the 
burdens (pecuniary and personal) of the State. If im the delicate relation in which the citizen stands to 
his Government is found the source of some of his highest virtues and most disinterested exertions, So, 
also, in that relation will be discovered the origin of some of the greatest mistakes ever committed by 
statesmen; and none have been more conspicuous and remarkable than presuming to too great an extent 
on the undiminished strength of that affection which the citizen yields to his Government, in the unbought 
homage of his voluntary respect and liberal confidence. 

All history proves that the spirit of opposition to laws which have their origin in partial and narrow 
considerations, which depress one class of citizens whilst they elevate another, first begins in expressions 
of discontent and disapprobation merely; but the frequent repetition of the wrong produces at last the 
sense of slighted interests, and the allegiance of the citizen is from that moment held by a very frail and 
insecure tie. Obedience to the law is then no longer voluntary, and veneration for compacts ceases to be 
a cherished and hallowed feeling. The general sense of injury gathers force in the progress of that 
legislation which is partial and deaf to the voice of remonstrance and entreaty. Laws incur the hazard, 
in such circumstances, of remaining a dead letter, from the odium attached to their execution; those who 
are appointed to the trusts of administration may find it a harsh, as well as painful duty to discharge, 
under the popular exasperation. These topics are not adverted to by your memorialists, and thus pressed 
on the attention of Congress, to inflame, to menace, or to alarm, The cautions they furnish are among 
the striking lessons of history and the familiar truths of daily experience. Your memorialists look with 
some apprehension to the growth of a spirit of disaffection that may come to regard the Federal Charter 
with alienated feelings, and in any, even the most remote sense, as the source of unequal burdens. They 
hope it may be long among the boasts of the parties to that compact that affection for the instrument 
itself is so bound up in the sentiment of patriotism as to be inseparable from it. But your memorialists 
would be wanting in one of the highest of the obligations which their present office imposes on them if 
they did not forewarn the Legislature of the Union against a too confident dependence on the unimpaired 
strength of that affection, whilst there continues to be neither pause nor rest to the spirit which has 
dictated our prohibitory and exclusive policy. 

In behalf of the Charleston Chamber of Commerce. 

DAVID ALEXANDER, President. 

Attest: 

R. Werrot, Secretary to the Charleston Chamber of Commerce. 


In behalf of a general meeting of the citizens of Charleston. 


JOS. JOUNSON, Chairman. 
Henry N. Crvcer, Secretary. 


Cuarveston, 8. C., June 15, 1827. 
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IN FAVOR OF INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 











COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 9, 1828. 





To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 

The memorial of the subscribers, residents of the city and county of Philadelphia, respectfully 
showeth: That your memorialists are deeply sensible of the great importance to the true interests of the 
United States of an extended support to the agriculture and manufactures of the country. They therefore 
respectfully pray that you will be pleased to give your earliest attention to this great national object, 
by imposing such salutary additional duties on the leading important articles made from our great 
domestic staples as your wisdom shall direct, which will protect from imminent danger a large capital 
already embarked, and, as your memorialists fully believe, produce the most prosperous results to the 
community at large. 
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Your memorialists respectfully represent, that no interest of this community suffers at this time more 
for want of the home market than that of the farmer. Deprived, as he is, of a foreign demand for his 
produce, the annual importation of upwards of twenty millions of dollars in manufactures from Great 
Britain, it is obvious, must be of great injury to him. The value of every commodity for the comfort and 
luxury of life is mainly drawn from agriculture; hence the large importations made from England have 
the tendency at once to deprive the farmer of a sale for his productions in his own market, while they 
are entirely excluded from that country by the existing acts of the British Government. 

Your memorialists beg leave further to state to your honorable bodies that the ability of our manu- 
facturers to supply for the consumption of the United States most of the articles made of cotton and 
wool, and many of those of iron, flax, and hemp, which may be required, is now no longer matter of 
doubt, experience having established the fact that nothing is wanting to insure success to the American 
manufacturers, permanency to their establishments, and reduction of prices to the consumers, but a 
warket at home for the sale of their various fabrics. 

Your memorialists deem it unnecessary to go into much detail, or to enlarge upon the subject. It 
may not, however, be improper for them to state that the State of Pennsylvania in general, and this city 
and county in particular, are deeply interested in the growth and manufacture of wool, and in the manu- 
facture of cotton and iron. 

It is estimated, and your memorialists believe accurately, that at least ten thousand persons are 
now employed or supported in the city and county of Philadelphia in the manufacture of cotton; and they 
do not hesitate to declare that an additional duty on imported cottons, raising the minimum square yard 
duty on dyed, stained, and printed cotton goods to fifty cents, would give employment in a short time to 
double the number of operatives, not only here, but throughout the Union, and produce the same important 
results that have already taken place by the square yard duty of 1824, which has caused a reduction in 
price of thirty-three per cent. on all low-priced cottons, while the consumer is furnished with a more 
durable article 

A considerable, a valuable, and an increasing portion of the export trade of Philadelphia now 
consists of cotton goods, glass ware, and others, manufactured in and near this city. 

Your memorialists forbear to state to your honorable body further detail on the subject; they fully 
believe that it is expedient to increase the duty on the foreign manufactures of cotton, wool, iron, hemp, 
and other articles recommended by the memorial from the respectable body forming the convention held 
at Harrisburg in July last, which will claim from Congress the attention to which it is entitled; and they 
respectfully, but earnestly, beg leave cordially to unite with the said memorialists in making an appeal 
to the Councils of the nation on behalf of what they believe to be the vital interests of the country. 
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AGAINST INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 9, 1828. 


The memorial of the citizens of Georgetown and its vicinity, to the Congress of the United States, 
respectfully showeth: 

That your memorialists approach the Legislative Councils of the General Government with that respect 
for the constituted authorities that has invariably marked their course from the first efforts of the American 
nation in the great cause of independence to the present hour. Whatever may have been the difficulties 
in which our beloved country has been involved, we have, in the true spirit of the language that in part 
composes our State escutcheon, ‘ Animis opibus que parati,” lent our unceasing support to the advancement 
of the great and just principles of the charter of our independence; we have borne without a murmur 
all the restrictive measures that have been imposed upon commercial intercourse, whilst the product of 
our labor was perishing in our granaries; we have cheerfully paid whatever has been demanded of us for 
the prosecution of the late war, although we were utterly deprived of a market for the staple commodities 
of our country. We have witnessed the various acts of your honorable body for the encouragement of 
domestic manufactures without complaint, trusting to that wisdom and patriotism which have heretofore 
so signally advanced the real interests, happiness, and glory of the country. It is therefore with feelings 
of unfeigned regret that we now appear before you remonstrating against any course of public policy 
which may be agitated in your councils. But when we can no longer be insensible to the evils with which 
we are likely to be visited by the passage of a law, lately under your consideration, usually denominated 
the “woolens bill,” it becomes our duty calmly and dispassionately to state those objections to the 
measure which we are compelled to make in consequence of the unequal and heavy burdens that will, by 
its enactment, be thrown upon our citizens. We hold this truth to be self-evident, that the charter of our 
liberties secures to every citizen a perfect equality. There is no office so high to which all may not 
aspire, no rule of conduct so oppressive but all shall share alike the inconvenience. The law cannot 
throw its protecting mantle around one, but must contain within its ample folds the whole national family. 
No privilege can be extended to any from which the many are excluded; and all burdens for the support 
of Government are to be borne alike by all, according to the revenue of each. To prevent the collision 
that might arise between the several States the framers of the Constitution very wisely gave to the 
General Government the power of regulating foreign and domestic commerce, to lay and collect imposts 
for the purposes of revenue. From the adoption of the Federal Constitution, various enactments of 
Congress, laying duties upon imports for the purposes of revenue, were made until the year 1816. At 
this period the applications for protecting duties were made by those who had invested their capital in 
manufactures during the late war, and the question, for the first time, was seriously agitated, whether 
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Congress had the power to protect and foster one species of industry at the expense of any other. We 
were not insensible to the fact that every increase of duty upon imports operated as a bounty to those 
who had engaged in manufactures; but, so long as we believed the assessments were made for the purposes 
of revenue, we submitted without reluctance, conceiving it to be dishonorable to oppose the constituted 
authorities of the country in any measure which they might adopt for the general welfare and prosperity 
so long as the principles of the Constitution, under which we had confederated, remained inviolably 
sacred. It is now no longer a matter of speculation that Congress have seriously entertained the opinion 
that it possesses the power to lay protecting or prohibitory duties at pleasure. That the questions 
whether the burdens will be borne equally by the citizens of the United States; whether the rights anq 
interests of all be equally consulted; whether all are equally protected, are of little consequence; they 
have the power to will, and we are bound to obey. The power is now claimed under the general] 
provisions of the Federal compact, and we believe that a surrender of the principle by us would be an 
abandonment of that beautiful feature in our Government, equality. 

Power, like the lights of science, is always progressive. Those who are clothed with great authority 
are always ready to extend their privileges. Zhat is now done almost without complaint or resistance 
the bare proposal of which shocked the nerves of almost every man in the convention. The convention 
refused to give to Congress the right to grant incorporations, and the right to incorporate a bank was 
expressly negatived. But we see how ineffectual were the efforts of a host of patriots upon the subject of 
incorporating the present company of money dealers, most incorrectly called a National Bank. This fact 
is only adverted to as an illustration of the general principle that an assumed power in the hands of 
rulers seldom ceases with the first exercise of it. The progress of the protecting acts is a more apt 
illustration, as it is connected with the very subject which your memorialists are now compelled to protest 
against. The acts of Congress of 1818, 1820, and 1824, increased the burdens upon the agriculturists to 
so great an extent that the whole country was convulsed at the passage of the last act in 1824. Your 
memorialists became greatly alarmed when they discovered the principle maintained that Congress 
possessed the right to protect or prohibit at pleasure. The unequally increased duty upon cotton bagging, 
an article of absolute necessity to the southern planters, so entirely developed the views of the majority, 
who paid not one cent of the increased duty, that your memorialists became justly alarmed. The imposi- 
tion of a much lighter assessment upon our revenue by an English Parliament, where we were not repre- 
sented, caused that glorious revolution which established our liberties. It is true that we were represented 
in the American Congress in 1824, and ably represented, but how idle was every recurrence to the princi- 
ples of the Constitution; how visionary the hope to avert the evil by showing the unequal bearing of the 
duty upon our citizens; how frail the appeal to the human heart where interest and political ambition hold 
undivided sway! The southern representatives were a minority, they were voted down, but not vanquished, 
and to their Spartan valor we feel ourselves greatly indebted. 

Your memorialists consider the tariff lately proposed upon coarse woolens as an entire prohibition of 
the foreign article; and why not prohibit the article in express terms, and say to the southern planters, 
you shall buy solely from the northern manufacturers? The northern farmer grows the wool, the northern 
manufacturer makes the fabric, and the southern planter has no other alternative than to pay the price 
demanded. Is there any equality in this? Does not such a state of things serve to enrich one part of the 
nation at the expense of the other? And in what manner does it enrich the country? The taking of the 
money of A to give to B leaves the sum of individual, and, consequently, of national wealth, the same. 
There are no corresponding protecting duties in favor of the growers of the raw material. It is true there 
is a trifling duty upon cotton imported into the United States, laid originally for the purposes of revenue, 
when not a pound of cotton was exported from this country. This duty is so small that the manufacturers 
of cotton goods import large quantities of this staple from the West India Islands and from South America. 
We have never applied for am increase of this duty to favor one of the principal and most important 
staples. When our planters found it impossible to grow indigo for exportation, they did not call upon 
Congress to protect them in any manner whatsoever. They changed the staple of the country, and sought 
a different channel to make their labor productive. This is the true policy of the Government, in the 
opinion of your memorialists, to permit industry and capital to seek their own employment. The sum of 
national wealth is increased in the same ratio with individual prosperity; and your memorialists are of 
opinion that individual sagacity and enterprise are the safest depositaries of industry and capital. 

Your memorialists have yet to be convinced of the fact that the manufacturers of coarse woolens have 
any claims to further protecting duties. The sales of woolens of domestic manufacture in, the fall of 1825, 
at Boston, produced from 30 to 70 per centum upon the capital invested; taking the minimum of per 
centage stated, and it will be then at least five times more than is made by the agriculturist of the south 
upon their capital. If the manufacturers.of coarse woolens do make less upon their capital than those 
who are engaged in the making of cotton fabrics, your memorialists can see no good reasons why it should 
form a subject of your deliberation to devise ways and means by which they may amass the enormous 
profits now received by the latter. It would better comport with the interest of the agriculturists, and 
those concerned in commerce, to reduce the tariff upon cotton goods. So long as the revenue, made upon 
any particular branch of industry, yields a fair interest, so long will it flourish without the assistance of 
Government; and, whenever it ceases to do this, it only proves an unsuccessful enterprise and investment 
of capital, and the true policy of wise statesmen will be to let the incautious speculator feel alone the ill 
effects of his own errors. Your memorialists cannot perceive how it can be in the powers of governors 
to make a losing investment of capital profitable to the country, when it is a losing concern to the indi- 
viduals therein engaged. It is true that protection and bounties may give relief, but all interference of 
this kind adds nothing to the weath of the nation; it will only impoverish one branch of industry to enrich 
another. To do this is a violation of that equality of rights which is the basis of our confederation. It 
is a violation of justice to take the proceeds of productive labor to reward the unsuccessful efforts of the 
incautious speculator. 

Your memorialists are of opinion that capital should be left free to find its own employment. The 
sagacity and self-interest of individuals will soon discover their true interests, and in doing that, the best 
interests of the country will be advanced, for the wealth of Government is but the aggregate wealth of 
the individuals who compose it. If one branch of industry be entitled to your consideration, certainly 
every other should become equally an object of attention. In the autumn of 1825 the woolen manu- 
facturers realized 30 per centum upon their investment. At the last sales in Boston the papers of that 
city announce that the fabrics of wool were sold at fair prices. If every manufacturer has the right to 
call upon you for legislative enactments whenever his investments of capital shall fall below his expecta- 
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tions, why have not the ship-builder, the exporting and importing merchant, and the agriculturist, the 
same right? We did not call upon you for legislative aid during the existence of embargoes, non-inter- 
course acts, and war, when our cotton was selling at six cents per pound, and our rice at one dollar per 
hundred. We formed no peace societies; had no conventions to drive the Government into such measures 
as would have sullied the national honor. We bore the inconvenience, and submitted to the evil without 
a murmur, At the present time, when the whole civilized world is at peace, when the receipts of the 
Treasury are not only sufficient for the current exigencies of the Government, but enables us to discharge 
a part of the war debt, any branch of industry that is unable to protect itself, with the present high tariff 
to support it, ought not to be further protected, but abandoned. 

Your memorialists are most gratified, and, as Americans, are proud to see the improvements that are 
daily made in American manufactures. We hope the time may come when we shall be entirely independent 
of foreign supplies; but it is the part of wisdom to let this state of things arrive by those ordinary grada- 
tions which will give them strength and permanence. Let the agriculturist proceed in his employment 
and enrich the country by his labor. Let the merchant pursue his present profitable occupation; and, 
whenever the proper season shall arrive to disinthrall ourselves from foreign supplies, there will be a 
ereater capital to invest in manufactures, the country will be flourishing and the nation prosperous. But 
by forced means and improvident legislation to bring forward prematurely any particular branch of 
industry at the expense of all the rest, produces a situation by which nothing is gained, but much is lost. 

With these views and convictions your memorialists most respectfully remonstrate against any 
increase of the present duty on coarse woolens, believing the measure not sanctioned by the Constitution, 
not called for by the present state of that class of manufactures, unequal in the burdens which it will 
impose upon other more important branches of industry, and calculated to produce such feelings and 
excitements as may endanger our political safety and impede us in the rapid march we are now making 
to the most elevated stand in the rank of nations. 
ABRAM MYERS, Intendant of Georgetown, 

in behalf of the Town Council and citizens of the town and its vicinity. 
Sotomon Conen, Secretary. 
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AGAINST INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 9, 1827. 


Cuar.eston, August 24, 1827. 


The anniversary meeting of the Agricultural Society of South Carolina was held on the 21st instant, 
when the following preamble and resolutions were unanimously adopted, viz: 

That the agriculturists of the south have ever reposed confidence in the National Government, and 
given it their decided support while acting within the scope of its constitutional powers; but the recent 
proposition before Congress for protecting duties on certain articles of domestic manufacture (which they 
deem a partial legislation for local advantage, and subversive of their interest) induces them to remon- 
strate, temperately, yet firmly, against the exercise of powers not delegated by the Constitution. During 
the discussion of the tariff of 1824 they were assured that it was intended as a revenue, and not as a pro- 
tective measure, and no further attempt would be made to increase it for many years; yet in 1827 the 
woolens bill (than which none of more pernicious tendency could have been framed) was suddenly intro- 
duced and passed through the House of Representatives in Congress, and but for peculiar circumstances 
would have passed the Senate. From the concentrating efforts of the manufacturers they have unequivocal 
reasons for believing that the proposition will again be brought forward at the next session of Congress, 
and, should it be passed, will bear with peculiar severity on the southern States. Commerce, agriculture, 
and manufactures are equally entitled to the protection of the Government, and reciprocally beneficial 
to every section of the Union; but that system of policy which tends to the restriction of either for 
the protecting patronage of the other is in direct hostility to the principles of the federal compact, and 
to the coequal immunities guaranteed by the Constitution. All that the agriculturists of the south 
demand is the unrestricted benefit of their industry; nor do they feel disposed to withhold coextensive 
privileges from the manufacturers. But as they did not force the manufacturers into their speculations, 
if any of them are embarrassed they cannot submit to extricate them at such a vast expense. They are, 
therefore, constrained most solemnly to protest against this partial legislation as unconstitutional, and 
fraught with direful, inviduous consequences. They would not be just to themselves were they to be 
silent on the subject while the manufacturers in the Middle and Eastern States are uniting their efforts 
to effect their purpose. The opinions advocated on the discussion of the Missouri question, on the tariff 
of 1824, and on the woolens bill of 1827, they deem contrary to the letter and spirit of the Constitution, 
and unjust in principle. While, therefore, they respect and revere the Constitution, and are disposed to 
adhere to and maintain it in all its primitive virtue and equal operation, they cannot consent to have their 
rights legislated away, and that sacred charter violated. With these views the Agricultural Society of 
South Carolina submit the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That any system of measures adopted by the General Government subversive of the equality 
of every branch of industry is repugnant to the letter and spirit of the Constitution. 

Resolved, That protecting duties in favor of domestic manufactures at the expense of agriculture are 
unequal in operation, invidious in principle, and of despotic policy. 

_ Resolved, That the woolens bill is a measure pregnant with evil to southern interests, and should be 
resisted with decision and energy. 
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Resolved, That the corresponding secretary be instructed to transmit a copy of the foregoing preamble 
and resolutions te each of the Senators and Representatives in Congress from this State, with a request to 
the delegate from this district to bring the res« lutions to the view of Congress at an early period of jtg 
session. 

; : , : . ; 

Resolved, That the corresponding secretary be likewise directed to furnish to the Senators and each 
of the Representatives in the Legislature from this district a copy of these resolutions, with the wish of 
this society that they should be submitted to the Legislature at the ensuing session. Also, to forward 4 
copy to every agricultural society of the State for its consideration. 

JOHN HUME, President, 
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AGAINST INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 10, 1828. 


At a meeting of the citizens of Laurens district, held at Laurens Court-House, on the 22d of Septem- 
ber, for the purpose of expressing their sentiments on the tariff and the now proposed “woolens bill,” 
Dr. Abner Crenshaw was called to the chair, and John G. Klink, Esq., appointed secretary. The chairman 
having explained the object of the meeting, among other resolutions that were submitted by Henry ¢, 
Young, Esq., the following was adopted: 

Resolved, That Archibald Young, Dr. Samuel Farrow, Samuel Downs, and John F. Kern, jr., constitute 
a committee to carry into effect the objects of the meeting, whose duty it shall be to prepare suitable 
resolutions, with a memorial addressed to the National Legislature, expressive of the sentiments of this 
district on the above subject, at a meeting to be held at Laurens Court-House on the first Monday in 
October ensuing. 

In conformity with the above resolution, an adjourned meeting of the citizens of Laurens district 
took place at Laurens Court-House on the first Monday in October, when a large number of citizens 
attended, and the following memorial and resolutions were read by Dr, Samuel Farrow, and unanimously 
adopted. 


To the honorable the Senators and Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 

Your memorialists, citizens of Laurens district, in the State of South Carolina, with all due respect 
for your honorable body, beg leave to enter their solemn protest against all impost duties laid or collected 
for any other purpose than that of revenue. We believe the Constitution of the United States nowhere 
gives to Congress the right to lay or collect duties on importations for any other purposes than those 
above stated. We believe that the States, in forming the federal compact, granted to Congress specific 
powers for specific purposes, and all other powers and rights not so granted were retained by the States 
with jealous care as their own. We deny that tiie Constitution anywhere, either by express grant or 
implication, gives to your honorable body the right to levy impost duties for the protection of domestic 
manufactures; as such we look on the present tariff as an infringement on the Constitution of these United 
States, and the prohibitory system contemplated as being at war with the best interests of this country. 

But we more particularly and more solemnly protest against the bill before Congress at its last 
session, and which actually passed cne house, denominated the woolens bill. For, we believe, if it should 
be passed into a law, that it would operate as an cnormous tax on agriculture, that it would be a measure 
destructive of our revenue, and, perhaps, in the end, be fatal to the rights, morals, and happiness of our 
country, ‘Its principle is avarice—its victim, patriotism,” 

It needs no labored calculation to show your honorable body that where a large ad valorem duty 
exists on certain classes of manufactured goods, which articles form the greater amount of those consumed 
by the farming part of the community, that it must act as a burdensome tax on them, and, at the same time, 
result in a premium to the manufacturing interest. We ask, is the principle founded in justice or sound 
policy to tax one part of the community for the benefit of another, or one section of our common country 
for the benefit of another section? The present impost duty not only falls with unequal force on different 
sections of the country, but it bears unequally on different classes in the same section. The poor man, 
who is the consumer of the coarser quality of cloths, is taxed in proportion to his poverty; while the rich 
is, ina great degree, exempt from its burdens. Equal taxes and equal benefits, equal rights and equal 
liberties, is the eternal birthright of every American. 

Believing, as we do, that the stability and permanency of Government depend, in a great degree, on 
the virtue and intelligence of its citizens, we consider it as forming an important part of the duty of those 
who legislate for us to guard with the utmost care the morals of the people. To do which, all tempta- 
tions to fraud and vice should be kept as much out of sight and as much out of reach as possible. Hence 
the necessity of leaving commerce and industry as little fettered by laws as the nature of government 
will admit. 

It cannot be necessary to remind your honorable body that the strength of a people is increased in 
proportion to their unanimity; and, as such, that it is the duty of a Government so to impose duties and 
so to distribute favors as to harmonize, as much as possible, the different pursuits and different interests 
of all sections. But, we would ask you, is the present tariff system calculated to do this? On the con- 
trary, is it not rather calculated to engender sectional partialities and sectional prejudices? To array 
the farming interest against the manufacturing interest? In a word, to array the south against the 
north, and the north against the south? ; 

We believe your present tariff will rob the Government of a large portion of its revenue, and will 
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fail to afford to our manufacturing brethren that support and protection which they anticipate. Under 
the present impost duties direct importation will take place to a very limited extent; it is impossible for 
the foreign manufacturer to pay those enormous duties and live by his merchandise. Hence thousands, 
may we not say millions, will be cut off from our former source of revenue. Pause, legislators, for a 
moment, and say from whence will you replenish the deficit. But is it believed, at the same time, that 
the British merchant will not find his way through the Canadas into the United States, evade your high 
duties, destroy your shipping, and inundate your country with foreign merchandise? We solemnly pro- 
test against a system of legislation so opposite to the interest of the country, and destructive of the rights 
and happiness of all classes of the community. 

We also enter our protest against the policy of forcing manufactories into existence; for we believe 
them to be the legitimate offspring of circumstances, and that the fitness of circumstances necessary for 
their growth and prosperity must take place befowe they can flourish in any country. And until this does 
occur they are premature in their birth, and in their existence ricketty bantlings that must depend upon 
Government for their support. It must not be supposed, so long as we possess such vast uncultivated 
tracts of country, where every man may so easily call himself lord of a home, though ever so humble, 
that he will readily abandon the more profitable, the agreeable, and the more healthful pursuit of agricul- 
ture in the open air, for the dull, monotonous, sickly walls of a manufacturing establishment. We have 
not time to dwell on the tendency of these establishments, while they enrich a few individuals, to increase 
pauperism among us; nor to show their tendency in bending the minds of men into a channel of subjec- 
tion, and consequently paving the way for despotism. 

We are unwilling to be reckoned among those politicians of the day who can so lightly and on 
trivial circumstances speak of a dissolution of these United States; on the contrary, we are fond to cherish 
a love to our Government, and, as far as we can, to its measures. But when we have so many just 
grounds of complaint, it would be no less than a tacit surrender of our rights and interest longer to 
remain silent. Longer to delay would be to invite aggression from all those who might be disposed to 
lord it over us. 

It therefore becomes us to speak, and to speak in the firm tone of freemen. And as a portion of that 
State which, during the late embargo, bore a full proportion of suffering, and that, too, with the proud 
recollection that they were suffering for the general good, and to this day have cheerfully acquiesced in 
all the requisitions of the Government of our common country, we have a right to be heard. 

We therefore ask of your honorable body an immediate repeal of all impost duties which have been 
laid with a view to protection, and that you abstain from any further legislation on the subject of the 
woolens bill. 

We demand that what has been taken from us by power be restored to us in justice. 

ARCHIBALD YOUNG, Chairman. 


1. Resolved, That any duty laid on foreign manufactures further than is necessary to raise a revenue 
for the support of Government is an unauthorized and unconstitutional exercise of power on the part of 
Congress. 

2. Resolved, That the impost duties, as contemplated by the woolens bill before Congress at its last 
session, whilst it would operate unequally on different sections of our country, would, at the same time, 
operate unequally on different individuals in the same section of country, and would thus far be at 
variance with the genius and spirit of our free and liberal institutions, which have, or ought to have, 
nothing in view but the welfare, prosperity, and happiness of the great body of the American people. 

3. Resolved, That we recognize the long and well-established principle that in the best regulated 
Governments it sometimes becomes necessary that partial evils must for a time be borne for the general 
good; yet, when an attempt is made to legislate for one section of country to the exclusion of another, or 
for one class of citizens in preference to another class of citizens, it becomes a crying sin, which freemen 
ought not, cannot, will not endure. 

4. Resolved, That we witness with painful sensations the insatiable thirst and untiring zeal of our 
northern brethren; for they are not satisfied with having the proceeds of our honest earnings made theirs, 
but they appear determined to stop nothing short of making our fetters so sure that future resistance 
will be worse than fruitless. 

5. Resolved, That we will ward off, by all the constitutional means in our power, the effect of the 
woolens bill on us if it should become a law; and for this purpose— 

6. Resolved, That a committee of four be appointed by this meeting, whose duty it shall be to corres- 
pond with such like committees as may be appointed throughout the United States, and shall devise, and 
from time to time make public, whatever may have a tendency to enable our fellow-citizens to resist most 
effectually the effect of the said contemplated bill. 

1. Resolved, That Archibald Young, Colonel Robert Ward, Samuel Cunningham, Esq., and Captain 
William Moore, be appointed a committee to carry into effect the sixth resolution. 

8. Resolved, That a copy of this day’s proceedings be laid before our State Legislature, and that a 
copy be furnished each of the Senators from this State in Congress, and also our Kepresentative in Con- 
gress from this election district. 

9. Resolved, That the memorial and resolutions be published in the Columbia Telescope, and that the 
same be signed by the chairman and secretary. 
ABNER CRENSHAW, Chairman. 
Joun G. Kurnck, Secretary. 
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AGAINST INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 11, 1828. 


The joint select committee, to whom was referred the following resolution, to wit: 

“Resolved, That so much of the Governor’s message as relates to the alteration of the tariff contem- 
plated by the ‘woolens bill’ be referred to a joint select committee,” report: 

That they have bestowed as much attention to the subject referred to them as the time not 
necessarily devoted to other subjects of public importance would permit, though they are willing to 
admit not as much as the importance of the matter would seem to demand. The committee, in examining 
the subject referred to them, were not disposed to enter into any refined speculations in political 
economy; for they are sensible that the object of the resolution submitted to the consideration of the 
Legislature and referred to them may very easily be obtained by a brief examination of the subject 
addressed to the reason of the country and the sound understanding of that body under whose authority 
they act. 

The committee are aware that there is no portion of the American people more attached to the Union 
and more deeply sensible of the great benefits which might be expected to flow from it, conducted upon 
the principles upon which it was first formed, than the people of North Carolina; they have never, at any 
period of our history, even under the strongest political excitement, endeavored to embarrass the Govern- 
ment, or the administration of those to whom it was intrusted, otherwise than by the right of suffrage, 
They have seldom expressed a legislative opinion upon the measures of the General Government, being 
at all times willing to give a full and fair opportunity to those charged with the management of public 
affairs of being “judged by their measures.” But a crisis has arisen in the political affairs of our country 
which demands a prompt and decisive expression of public opinion. Under such circumstances silence 
would be injustice to ourselves and a want of candor to the other States of the Union. 

The committee are of opinion that interest, either pecuniary or political, is the great point of union, 
from the smallest association up to the confederacy of these United States, and that whenever a system of 
policy is pursued by the General Government which strikes at the very foundation of the Union it is the 
right of every member of the Confederacy to call their attention to the fundamental principles upon 
which the Government was formed; and if they persist in measures ruinous in themselves the question 
may fairly be discussed, whether the checks and balances of the Government have not been overthrown; 
whether they have been instrumental in producing so onerous an effect, and whether the benefits of the 
Union are not more than counterbalanced by the evils. 

The committee will not assert that Congress have no power under the Constitution to lay duties on 
imports which are intended to operate as a protection to manufactures: they maintain, however, that the 
exercise of such a power as contemplated by the woolens Dill is a direct violation of the spirit of that 
instrument and repugnant to the objects for which it was formed. 

The Constitution gives to Congress the power “to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises; 
to pay the debts and provide for the common defence and general welfare of the United States; and 
provides that all duties, imposts, and excises, shall be uniform throughout the United States.” The clear 
object of “laying impost,” therefore, was, like laying taxes and other duties, to pay the debts and provide 
for the common defence and general welfare of the Union. That this is the clear and obvious meaning of 
the power to lay impost is abundantly proven by the proceedings of the convention which formed the 
Constitution, and the cotemporaneous exposition which it received from its friends. It is conceded that 
Congress have the express power to lay impost; but it is maintained that that power was given for the 
purpose of revenue, and revenue alone, and that any other use of the power is usurpation on the part of 
Congress. There is nowhere to be found in the Constitution an express power given to Congress to 
encourage science, agriculture, or manufactures; the first two are objects of the highest importance to all 
the States and of general interest; and yet we hear of no attempts on the part of the General Govern- 
ment to afford them encouragement. 

Manufactures in the United States are not an objeet of general but of local interest; and yet they 
have received from the Government not only a moderate and just encouragement, under the operation of 
a tariff of duties on imports for purposes of revenue, but a protection by an enormous duty upon importa- 
tions, which palsies every effort of the agriculturist, withers the product of his industry, and greatly 
impairs foreign commerce. 

The committee are of opinion that the woolens bill which received in the Congress of the United 
States at its last session so full and fair an investigation, is a measure, above all others which has ever 
occupied the attention of that enlightened body, calculated to produce an enormous tax on the agriculture 
of the south and to be destructive of revenue. They believe it to be a bill artfully designed for the 
advancement of the incorporated companies of New England, and admirably adapted to its end. They 
believe it fatal to the happiness, the morals, and the rights of a large portion of our common country; for 
it has its foundation in avarice, and consumes every patriotic feeling. 

If such is the character and the operation of this measure, who can tell how long this Union can 
exist under it, and how soon may be realized the soul-chilling prediction that “it is a rope of sand.” 

The committee are of opinion that the passage of the “woolens bill,” contemplating prohibitory duties 
of from thirty-seven and an half per cent. to one hundred and thirty-nine and a half per cent., would be 
nearly if not quite equivalent to a non-importation act, and most certainly would it produce a tax of 
millions annually on the agricultural, the laboring, and the mechanic arts of our country; and this tax on 
the consumer would be in reciprocal ratio with his wealth; for while it contemplates no increase of duty 
on the finer woolen fabrics, in an artful disguise it imposes a duty very frequently on the poor man and 
the laborer of one hundred and thirty-nine and a half per cent. on the raiment which protects him from 
the inclemencies of the season; and this destructive mystery is hidden under that minimum of the bill 
which provides that all woolens over forty cents the square yard and under one hundred and _ fifty cents 
should be valued at one hundred and fifty cents; and the committee are advised that much the largest 
portion of woolens, both in quantity and value, are included in the minimum price. 
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The committee are of opinion that if such a duty on woolens does not amount to an entire prohibi- 
tion, it will so far diminish the revenue on this valuable portion of importations as to render it necessary 
in a few years to resort to the odious system of internal taxation and of direct tax on the people of these 
United States. 

Impressed with the importance of this subject, particularly as it affects the people of the southern 
and western States, the committee believe that the subject calls loudly for an expression of legislative 
opinion, and they therefore recommend the following resolutions : 

Resolved, (as the opinion of the Legislature of North Carolina,) That it is inexpedient for the 
Congress of the United States to increase the duties on imports. 

Resolved, further, That the Governor of this State be requested to transmit copies of this report and 
resolutions to each of the Senators and Representatives of this State in the Congress of the United 
States, with a request that they be laid before that body. 
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IN FAVOR OF AN INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 11, 1828. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 


The memorial of the subscribers, citizens of Alleghany county, in the State of Pennsylvania, respect- 
fully showeth: That a very large and important portion of your constituents, embracing probably half the 
population of the United States—the growers of grain, the raisers of sheep, and the manufacturers of 
woolen goods—are at present in a state of great depression, owing to a combination of untoward cireum- 
stances. 

In inviting the attention of your honorable bodies to the subject of the present memorial, we find it 
necessary to take a retrospective view of the state of the farming interest from a remote period, for 
which we hope the importance of the object in view will sufficiently apologize. We shall be as brief as 
the nature of the case will admit. 

For nearly thirty years after the establishment of our present form of Government, farming was 
almost uniformly as profitable as it is an honorable and useful occupation. The industry of the farmer 
was stimulated and rewarded by brisk markets and highly liberal prices. It was, however, apprehended 
by our wisest statesmen that a severe reverse would take place as soon as, by the cessation of war in 
Europe, the swords of myriads of warlike men, who had been wasteful consumers, would be converted 
into reaping hooks, and those who had wielded them into producers. But dearth in that quarter for two 
or three years arrested the stroke. In November, 1817, the British ports were closed against our bread- 
stuffs, but opened for a short time in 1818. From the latter year the agriculture of Europe has sufficed 
to feed her population; and our breadstuffs have accordingly been almost wholly excluded, whereby the 
prospects of our farmers have been, from that time, extremely depressed. 

It cannot be improper to present a comparative view of the average of our exports of flour, the 
leading article of the farming States, for three several periods, which will fully explain the causes, and 
shed light on the great extent of the depression of the great farming interest. 





Barrels. Value. 
Average of 181112-18..... ET eee Tee re Ty Oy ee Pe ee 1,383,149 $13,980,000 
Average of 1817 and 1818............ eecee Sines Gea whans (aaa ewes 1,318,437 14,664,173 
Average of 1819-20-~'21~'22-"23-'24-"95-'26.. 0... esc c cence snesenecens 867,044 *4,882,053 


So very extraordinary a diminution of demand for the surplus of the labors of our farmers, and of the 
value of that surplus, while their numbers in the interim had increased probably forty per cent., and their 
agricultural skill in nearly an equal ratio, could not fail to produce intense distress. The proceeds of the 
domestic sales, amounting at least to 10,000,000 of barrels of flour per annum, partook of the same fate. 
Other farming productions fell in value and demand in a similar degree. The annual reduction, therefore, 
of the income of the farmers, by the operation of the European system of exclusion, could not have fallen 
short of $30,000,000. It may be said that the prices in the first two periods were too high. This we 
freely admit. But this circumstance affords no alleviation of the distress resulting from the diminution 
of demand, and the great depreciation below a price affording an adequate remuneration for labor and the 
employment of capital. We cannot forbear lamenting that no attempt was made to provide a domestic 
market as a substitute for the foreign one thus ruinously cut off, or any new channel for the employment 
of the capital and industry thus bereft of their usual occupation and remuneration. 

It is scarcely possible duly to appreciate the distress and ruin produced by this state of things among 
our farmers. Bankruptcy swallowed up a large proportion of them. Lands purchased at fair prices 
when the European ports were open, and on which two and three instalments were paid, have been since 
sacrificed to pay the balance, and found inadequate for the purpose. It has been calculated by men of 
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inquiry that one-third part of the landed property in the grain-growing States has changed owners within 
the last ten years through the instrumentality of sheriffs and marshals; thousands of our citizens 
bereft of large patrimonial estates, have been exiled from home to encounter the discomforts and priva. 
tions of new settlements in the wilderness. Our lands produce far less than they might do; for, the 
stimulus of certain markets and remunerating prices being wanting, husbandry languishes. Numerous 
cases occur, occasionally, of crops remaining unthreshed for a year after the harvest for want of demand, 

From this brief view of the depression of the growers of grain we wish to call your attention to a 
sketch of the situation of the growers of wool and the manufacturers of woolen goods. 

The restrictive system which began in 1807, and the war of 1812, so far diminished foreign sup- 
plies of all kinds of manufactures, and threw out of employment so large a portion of our commercial 
capital, that many of our enterprising citizens entered with ardor into the pursuit of manufactures, and, 
among the rest, that of woolens. The demand for wool, of course, greatly increased. Flocks of merino 
sheep were purchased, and in many cases at very high prices. Before the close of the war the 
supply of woolen gx ods was nearly equal to the demand; whereby were secured moderate prices, which, 
but for that circumstance, would have risen exorbitantly, as foreign woolens were scarce and supplies 
precarious. Had the fostering care of the Government been extended to this manufacture after the war, 
for a few years, it would have arrived at a maturity that might have enabled it to stand the shock of 
foreign competition. But the want of adequate protection, the mania for importation, the immoderate 
quantities of rival articles brought into our markets from abroad, prostrated almost every man engaged 
in the business, reduced hundreds to poverty, threw thousands of operatives out of employment, consigned 
probably three-fourths of the invaluable breed of merino sheep to the slaughter-house, and placed the 
nation in nearly the same state of dependence on foreign supplies as before the war. 

Within the last ten years the farmers have been several times flattered, through the enterprise of the 
manufacturers of woolen goods, with the hope of a revival of the demand for wool, which would greatly 
tend to alleviate their sufferings. Large flocks of sheep have been accordingly collected at different 
periods, at great expense; remunerating sales have been made for a year or two, but they have been suc- 
ceeded by a blight and blast, in consequence of the market for domestic cloth being destroyed by inunda- 
tions of foreign woolens, sold at the risk and to the loss of the exporters, many times for less than cost, 
and sometimes for little more than the cost of the raw material. Thus, the demand for wool having 
nearly ceased, the sheep have been destroyd by thousands, as their support became a burden to the pro- 
prietors. 

The tariff of 1824 afforded a clear demonstration of two important facts: one, that the protection of 
American manufactures and building up an American system are clearly recognized as substantial 
portions of the policy of our National Legislature; and the other, that that body seriously intended to 
protect and foster the important branches—wool-growing and the manufacture of woolen goods. This 
encouraged our capitalists to enter into both. Investments were made in the latter, in buildings, 
machinery, and materials, to the amount, it is believed, of $50,000,000, and for some time the prospects 
were truly flattering. The number of sheep in the United States has been estimated at 15,000,000, which, 
at $2 each, amount to $30,000,000, making an aggregate of $80,000,000 invested in those two collateral 
branches. ‘The fleeces of the sheep, at three pounds each, and at thirty cents a pound, would amount, 
annually, to $13,500,000. 

But it proved in this case, as in many others, that our citizens held their prosperity by the very 
uncertain tenure of foreign legislation and foreign fluctuations. In the midst of this prosperous career a 
tornado burst on both the growers and manufacturers of wool. In consequence of the calamitous scenes 
in Great Britain in 1825, immense exportations of woolen goods to this country took place, which were, 
as formerly, sacrificed frequently below cost and charges. With such competition all struggle is unavail- 
ing. The American manufacturer is expelled from his own market, his industry prostrated, and he and 
his family are doomed to ruin, unless the extent of his capital may enable him to survive the shock, with 
the sacrifice of all his profits and part of that capital. 

The distress in Great Britain, and the excessive exportations of woolens from that country to this, 
would have been sufficient to produce a great depression in the woolen branch here. But another cause 
of depression has been brought into operation. The British Government, ever wide awake to foster and 
protect its manufactures, reduced the duty on wool from six pence per pound to one penny, and to a half- 
penny on wool below one shilling per pound. Thus, while the American manufacturer pays, in some 
instances, a duty of twenty and twenty-five cents per pound, the British pays but a penny or a halfpenny; 
whereby nearly the whole benefit intended for the American in 1824 is done away. 

It is a melancholy truth, which cannot fail to make a deep impression on your honorable bodies, that 
the great capital invested in the breed of sheep and in the establishments for woolen manufactures has, 
in consequence of the depression of these branches of industry, depreciated thirty, forty, and in many 
cases fifty per cent. 

The following facts may enable your honorable bodies to form some estimate of the importance of the 
woolen branch: A factory employing 160 hands (and there are probably fifty or sixty such factories in 
the United States) would consume 100,000 pounds of wool per annum. ‘To produce this quantity of wool 
would require 35,000 sheep. These would occupy 23,000 acres of land, divided into 115 farms of 200 
acres each, every farm supporting 300 sheep, and a family of six persons almost entirely devoted to sheep 
husbandry. It therefore follows that fifty factories, each with 160 operatives, give employment to 5,750 
families, and a population of 34,500 persons, who cultivate 1,150,000 acres of land; and it is important to 
observe, that land of inferior quality answers well for sheep grazing. 

It is hardly necessary to make any addition to these facts. Yet it may be proper to state that, but 
for this employment, most of those 34,500 persons, and of the 1,150,000 acres of land, would probably be 
employed in raising breadstuffs of various kinds; thus increasing production and the glut of the markets, 
and depreciating the price of those articles, already too low to remunerate the capital they employ. 

Some imperfect idea may be formed of the beneficial effects of this manufacture on commerce, from 
the fact that a single woolen manufacturer in Massachusetts consumed last year, notwithstanding the 
depression of that branch— 

100,000 pounds of wool, equal to fifty tons, of which forty were imported. 

27 tons of dye-wood. 

13 tons of oil. 

2 tons of foreign soap. 











1828. ] DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 719 








A multiplication of this amount by the number of factories in the United States would produce a 
most interesting result as regards the mercantile portion of our citizens. In fact, there cannot be a doubt 
that the freights of the raw materials for this and other manufactures give full employment to more 
tonnage than all the dry goods imported into this country. 

Your memorialists have learned, with great surprise and regret, that associations of their fellow- 
citizens have taken place in different parts of the southern States, by which the power to impose duties 
on imports is attempted to be confined to the mere purposes of revenue; the exercise of that power for 
the protection of manufactures is denounced as unconstitutional; the operation of such duties is declared 
to be oppressive and unequal, and of course unjust; and gloomy predictions are hazarded of retaliation, 
by restrictions and heavy duties on our cotton and tobacco, on the part of Great Britain, in the event of 
any increase of duties on manufactures. 

The limits of a memorial forbid much discussion on these assumptions, which, we respectfully state, 
have been so often and so fully disproved that we could not have expected to be called on at this late 
period to offer any arguments against them. We yield, however, to the necessity of the case, although 
it is but repeating arguments already hackneyed. We shall be very brief, and therefore we barely state, 
that in the first Congress, presided over by the illustrious Washington, and embracing a number of the 
members of the convention which framed the Constitution, who were certainly as well qualified to judge of 
its intent and meaning as any persons of the present day—in that Congress, we say, there was not a single 
exception alleged to the measure in question on the ground of unconstitutionality. The most highly 
gifted members of that body not only admitted the right, but, in a variety of cases, powerfully advocated 
the exercise of it as far as the interests of their particular constituents were concerned. Fortunately 
the debates of that Congress are still extant, and the speeches of Mr. Madison, Mr. Ames, Mr. Clymer, 
Mr. Fitzsimons, Mr. Carroll, Mr. Wadsworth, Mr. Boudinot, &c., may be consulted on the subject. To this 
let us respectfully add, that the preamble of the law for imposing duties on imports, the second passed by 
that Congress, runs, “Whereas it is necessary for the support of Government, for the discharge of the 
debts of the United States, and the encouragement and protection of manufactures, that duties be laid on 
goods, wares, and merchandise imported.” 

We beg leave, with due respect, to state that these facts alone ought to settle this important question 
forever. But it is to be observed that other facts affording unequivocal corroboration of this con- 
struction of the Constitution remain to be stated. This system was distinctly recommended by General 
Washington in his speech to Congress at an early period of his career as President, and in his last speech 
to that body in 1796. Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Madison, and Mr. Monroe, held the same language in their 
messages. And so late as 1816 Mr. Lowndes, one of the most zealous, intrepid, and enlightened advocates 
of the rights and interests of the southern States, asserted the same principle clearly and distinctly. We 
conclude with the fact, of equal force with all the rest, that the practice of the Government from 1789 
till 1820, has been uniform on the subject, and never, to our knowledge, once questioned till 1820, a period 
of thirty-one years. And what is now to overrule this mass of testimony ? The very strained construction, 
that bounties and protecting duties, producing the same result of fostering manufactures, are identically the 
same; and that the power of Congress to grant bounties having been proposed and rejected in convention, 
protecting duties were by implication likewise rejected! This, we beg leave to state, is fully as illogical 
as to assert that gypsum, marl, lime, and wood ashes are all the same substance, because they all serve 
to manure the soil. 

Duties absolutely prohibitory were, in 1789, imposed on manufactured tobacco and snuff; six cents per 
pound on the former, and ten cents on the latter. But even these high duties were not deemed sufficient 
to guard the interests of the tobacco planter. They were raised in 1794 to twenty-two cents on snuff, and 
ten cents on manufactured tobacco. Of these exorbitant duties imposed, not for the sake of revenue, but 
avowedly for the exclusion of those articles, and to secure to the tobacco planter the entire market of his 
own country to the consequent injury of the revenue, the manufacturing portion of the nation never 
harbored a thought of complaining. We beg leave further to state, that a duty was, in 1789, laid on raw 
cotton 150 per cent. higher than the duty on cotton goods, to encourage the culture of that raw material; 
that a duty was at the same time laid on indigo to encourage its culture, 200 per cent. higher than on the 
great mass of manufactured goods; that the duty on brown sugar, an article of great bulk, heavy freight, 
and in some degree a necessary of life to the poorer classes of society, is from 75 to 100 per cent., which 
is far higher than any duty on manufactured goods except coarse cottons; and, finally, that for the encour- 
agement of our navigation, the duty on teas imported in foreign vessels was, by the tariff of 1789, 125 
per cent. higher than on those imported in American vessels. Various other duties for the protection of 
agriculture and commerce have been imposed at different times during the progress of our Government, 
for the details of which we refer to the statute books, and which, we repeat, have never been murmured 
against or complained of by the manufacturing portion of the nation. 

We respectfully state, that the objection to the imposition of duties for the protection of manufactures 
on the ground of their oppressive tendency, and “taxing the many for the benefit of the few,” is equally 
ill-founded. In every case, without a single exception, in which efficient protection has been afforded to 
American manufactures, the result has been to produce an article superior in point of utility, and ata 
lower price than the imported one. American nails, for instance, subject to a duty of 10 per cent., are 
sold 40 per cent. cheaper in Philadelphia than in Liverpool. American canvas and window glass are 
cheaper and better than the imported. The same observation applies to chemical articles generally. 
Cotton goods are 50 per cent. cheaper and 60 per cent. better than were the imported articles for which 
they were substituted when the imposition of the square yard duty took place. The enumeration might 
be extended to a great variety of other articles, but we deem it unnecessary to enter into further detail. 

On the subject of retaliation we beg leave to observe, that as the nations of Europe, because they 
‘an supply themselves with breadstuffs, do actually, in order to protect their agriculturists, prohibit 
ours altogether, the cultivation of which forms the chief dependence of 5,000,000 or 6,000,060 of our 
population, the threat of retaliation on their part held out by our own citizens, should we judge it proper 
hot to meet positive exclusion by exclusion, but merely to impose additional duties on such articles as 
our industry can supply, is truly preposterous. Foreign nations are the aggressors. The aggression 
began and has been continued for years on their part without an attempt at retaliation on ours. So far 
as Great Britain is concerned, it is to be observed that there is a regular annual balance in her favor of 
from $4,000,000 to $8,000,000. Last year we exported to her only $21,209,054 and imported $25,458,975. 
With respect to tobacco, her entire consumption of the article from all the world is only 14,000 hogsheads 
per annum, and our cotton is almost as indispensably necessary to her as food for her population. The 
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whole amount 6f our domestic exports to Great Britain and France last year, cotton and tobacco excepted, 
was, to the former Kingdom, $1,709,122, and to the latter, $276,797. The tobacco exported to both nationg 


amounted to only $3,602,356. 


There are important considerations connected with this subject deeply interesting to such members of 
your honorable bodies as are engaged in agriculture, more especially, for a reason which will appear in 


the sequel, to those devoted to the culture of cotton. 


There is too great a proportion of our citizens 


employed in agricultural pursuits. At the last census the agriculturists formed 83 per cent. of the entire 


population. 


The proportion has not decreased since. 
domestic, do not keep pace with the increase of production. 
exportation are constantly increasing, the foreign markets have been diminishing. 


Hence the demands of the markets, foreign and 
While our means of producing a surplus for 
So completely and 


unprecedentedly have they fallen off, that of most of our staples, except cotton, we export less in quantity 
than we did in 1790, even before the flames of war spread throughout Europe, though our population has 
Notwithstanding this reduction of exports, all the 
markets in the world into which our produce is received are almost constantly glutted with it, the 
demand is slow, the prices reduced, our merchants suffer heavy losses, agriculture languishes, and the 





nearly trebled since that time.—(See table <A.) 


resources of the country are blighted by our policy 


The average for two years, 1800 and 1801, of the 


domestic exports of those of our citizens not engaged in the culture of cotton (about 5,000,000 souls) 
were $35,787,043. The domestic exports of the same description of citizens in 1826 (about 10,000,000) 
was $28,030,448. Thus the melancholy fact appears, that while our population increases in an unexampled 
ratio, the quantity and value of our exports generally, cotton excepted, decrease. This sufficiently accounts 
for the occasional depressions of the prosperity of a country possessed of unexampled advantages, and 


proves the pernicious nature of our policy. 
results of that policy. 
tens of thousands of manufacturers to farming. 
conversion of so many customers into rivals. 


A retrospect of a few years will shed strong light on the 
The extreme depression of manufactures from 1816 to 1822 drove thousands and 
Thus was that branch of industry overstocked by the 


Hence thousands of acres, where the climate and soil permitted, were converted from tillage and 


pasturage into cotton and tobacco plantations. 
cotton was substituted for that article. 


standing the great and steady increase of the domestic consumption. 


more than doubled in four years from 1819 to 1823. 
the latter 161,586,582 pounds. 


The planting of tobacco was soon overstocked, and 
Hence the enormous increase of the export of cotton, notwith- 
The export of Upland cotton was 


In the former year it was 80,013,843 pounds, and in 


And the proceeds of the latter quantity fell short of those of the former, 


Nothing can more incontrovertibly prove the utter impolicy of our system, as regards the southern 
States, than this obvious and pernicious result of depressing manufactures and farming, and thus unduly 


increasing the production of cotton. 


To this source may be fairly traced the ruinous reduction of the 


price of that valuable staple and all the depression that has prevailed for years in the cotton-growing 


States. 
Total export and proceeds of Sea Island and Upland cotton for 1819 and 1823. 
PC Ciesdui imei basenwns ures sxe Bit Pee PONIES 6 odd iieccwinweencs $21,081,763 
re Sede wee ek dk Ge. ei i a6 od ane eee hemi 20,445,520 


A candid view of the preceding facts will satisfy every unbiased mind that the conversion of 
150,000 cultivators of cotton into farmers, and of double the number of farmers into mechanics and 
manufacturers, would produce the most salutary effects on the general prosperity of the country to an 


incalculable extent. 


Here we respectfully close the arguments in favor of the system we advocate, with the hope that our 
facts and inductions will irresistibly prove the soundness of the maxim of Adam Smith, that “whatever 
tends to diminish in any country the number of artificers and manufacturers, tends to diminish the home 
market, the most important of all markets for the rude produce of the land, and thereby still further to 


discourage agriculture.” 


increase the number of artificers and manufacturers in order “to increase the home market.” 
Besides the growers of wool and the manufacturers of woolen goods, there are various other 


descriptions of our fellow-citizens whose case requires further legislative protection. 


And hence it clearly follows that it is the interest of the agriculturists to 


Instead of any 


enumeration on our part, we respectfully refer to the recommendations of the Harrisburg convention, 
which will be submitted to your consideration, and which we fully approve. 


A. 


Exports from the United States of flour, wheat, &c., for 1790 and 1826. 

















Articles. 1790. 1826. 

OUT scas ee ecceee occ c erences ccccccccescccccc cece eens sees ceeees barrels....| 724, 623 857, 820 
RY OCE vessncesses seceveccceccce Py ya re er ey .».bushels.... 1, 124, 456 45, 166 
Indian corn..... 00909 000.0050)600s0 800000065 sb 0erecccceccsese $0000sOsevcee 2, 102, 137 505, 381 
Shingles..... C000 Secessecsecseccccoccesece peu ine ane sna eeeeens eens eseseiaias | 67, 331, 115 71,991, 000 
PACED cbponsesanr ws dcichosienenec session achaeseaes os0060sscces hogsheads....| 118, 460 64,098 
PRMUP SS Ec ckssschsese cub siesonsawccausoeecsn eee Eee ent ae ee feet... 36, 402, 301 28, 193, 000 
RICE. 522005 Spe Deb Oh iene sc.0ses ene 0dsn0s enon osbs000ss0000esse000 tierces... | 100, 845 111,063 
ROBO cinsinvawnscennnseese veseisece oes deusees Sebssneenn save peace pounds.... 612,119 5,289 
 MOOIEN Choe skciubhensbonobebned ess sanenGessh obese seseusue barrels.... | 122,777 96, 157 
Spirits..... pUpbb oan esnebahseonen cee benno nb ese enw ss 06 venne eed eees gallons.... 370, 331 212, 970 


| 





Increase. 


4,660, 885 


eee were eres enseee! 


Decrease. 


1,079, 290 
1,596, 756 


606, 830 
26, 620 
157,361 





Submitting the premises to the serious consideration of your honorable bodies, your 
pray you will afford such relief as the pressing necessity of the case requires. 


SEPTEMBER 20, 1827. 


memorialists 
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AGAINST INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 14, 1828. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 


Your memorialists, citizens of Orangeburg district, in the State of South Carolina, believing that 
the proposed wovlens bill will, if passed into a law, not only violate the Constitution, but in its operation 
be highly oppressive, and may in its consequences endanger the harmony of the Union, respectfully 
submit the reasons of their objections to the said bill. 

The power to lay and collect duties and imposts was vested in Congress, your memorialists appre- 
hend, to raise a revenue to meet, in part, the expenses incident to the wholesome administration of the 
Government, and thereby avoid modes of taxation less burdensome and obnoxious; and in the constitu- 
tional exercise of this power no laws can be enacted expressly prohibitory in their character. The 
operation of all such laws will be partial and oppressive, and, by encouraging monopoly, give an undue 
preference to one section of the Union. In all our commercial regulations the general welfare and 
permanent harmony of our Confederacy should be consulted. 

A power to lay and collect prohibitory duties on all articles will enable Congress, under the pretext 
of encouraging national industry, not only to exercise a control over and give a direction to our capital, 
but to the various occupations and pursuits of life—a power which would paralyze individual enterprise, 
prevent a free and full development of the intellectual and physical resources of the country, and intro- 
duce in the place of equal laws a system of favoritism and oppression. 

The tariff of 1824 has already rendered the great agricultural interest of the country in some measure 
tributary, by excluding it from the advantages of a cheaper market; and the proposed duty on woolens, 
your memorialists fear, is but an insidious revision of said tariff, which, if extended to every other article, 
must diminish the most profitable branch of the revenue, and completely subject the consumer to all the 
exactions of legalized monopolists. A tax on foreign commerce is felt less rigorously by the consumer, 
and is admitted to be most compatible with the sound policy of free States; but where such a tax is 
avowedly imposed to force into existence new employments, by excluding all competition, the consumer 
will be burdened with a direct tax by Government to meet a deficit of revenue, and doubly burdened by 
his fellow-citizens with the payment of a high premium on the necessaries of life to support manufac- 
tories which should follow the progress and share the protection of all other occupations. <A diversified 
and successful employment of the industry and capital of our fellow citizens your memorialists regard 
as the foundation of national wealth and independence. When spontaneously flourishing and enjoying 
together the protection of equal laws, we will always extend a fostering support to their advancement 
and prosperity; but your memorialists do protest against that policy which would, contrary to the true 
spirit of our free institutions and the natural progress of improvement, promote one employment by 

laying a tribute and imposing fetters on all others. The patriot must look forward with fearful appre- 
hensions to the jealous feelings which would be excited, and the dangerous consequences which may 
result from the adoption of a system so unequal and harsasing in its operations. A choice between the 
surrender of their constitutional rights and the dismemberment of the Union your memorialists sincerely 
hope will never be forced on the American people. Your memorialists, with much confidence and hope of 
redress, submit to the wisdom and justice of Congress their grievances under the present tariff, and pray 
that they may not be required to make still greater sacrifices by an increase of duties on wool or any 


other articles. 
WM. ROWE, Chairman. 





Epa. J. Fevper, Secretary pro tem. 
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AGAINST INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 14, 1828. 


Executive Department, Norra Carouina, Raleigh, January 7, 1828. 


Sir: In obedience to the wishes of the Legislature of this State, I have the honor to transmit to you 
a copy of a report and of certain resolutions passed by them at their present session. 
I am, with sentiments of great respect, your obedient, humble servant, 
JAMES IREDELL. 


Hon. Samuet P. Carson. 





Report on the alieration of the tariff, contemplated by the woolens bill. 


The joint select committee, to whom was referred the following resolution, to wit: ‘“ Resolved, That so 
much of the Governor’s message as relates to the alteration of the tariff, contemplated by the ‘ woolens 
bill,” be referred to a joint select committee,” report: 

_That they have bestowed as much attention to the subject referred to them as the time not neces- 
sarily devoted to other subjects of public importance would permit, though, they are willing to admit, not 
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as much as the importance of the matter would seem to demand. The committee, in examining the 
subject referred to them, were not disposed to enter into any refined speculations in political ecohomy 
for they are sensible that the object of the resolution submitted to the consideration of the Legislature 
and referred to them, may very easily be obtained by a brief examination of the subject, addressed to the 
reason of the country, and the sound understanding of that body under whose authority they act. 

The committee are aware that there is no portion of the American people more attached to the Union 
and more deeply sensible of the great benefits which might be expected to flow from it, conducted upon 
the principles upon which it was first formed, than the people of North Carolina; they have never, at an 
period of our history, even under the strongest political excitement, endeavored to embarrass the Govern- 
ment, or the administration of those to whose it was intrusted, otherwise than by the right of suffrage, 
They have seldom expressed a legislative opinion upon the measures of the General Government, being, 
at all times, willing to give a full and fair opportunity to those charged with the management of public 
affairs of being “ judged by their measures.” But a crisis has arisen in the political affairs of our country 
which demands a prompt and decisive expression of public opinion. Under such circumstances, silence 
would be injustice to ourselves, and a want of candor to the other States of the Union. 

The committee are of opinion that interest, either pecuniary or political, is the great point of union, 
from the smallest association up to the Confederacy of these United States; and that whenever a system 
of policy is pursued by the General Government which strikes at the very foundation of the Union, it ig 
the right of every member of the Confederacy to call their attention to the fundamental principles upon 
which the Government was formed, and, if they persist in measures ruinous to themselves, the question 
may fairly be discussed whether the checks and balances of the Government have not been overthrown; 
whether they have been instrumental in producing so onerous an effect; and whether the benefits of the 
Union are not more than counterbalanced by the evils. 

The committee will not assert that Congress have no power under the Constitution to lay duties on 
imports, which are intended to operate as a protection to manufactures; they maintain, however, that the 
exercise of such a power, as contemplated by the woolens bill, is a direct violation of the spirit of that 
instrument, and repugnant to the objects for which it was formed. 

The Constitution gives to Congress the power “to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises; 
to pay the debts and provide for the common defence and general welfare of the United States;” and 
provides that all duties, imposts, and excises shall be uniform throughout the United States. The clear 
object of “laying impost,” therefore, was like laying taxes and other duties to pay the debts and provide 
for the common defence and general welfare of the Union. That this is the clear and obvious meaning of 
the power to lay impost is abundantly proven by the proceedings of the convention who formed the 
Constitution, and the cotemporaneous exposition which it received from its friends. It is conceded that 
Congress have the express power to lay impost, but it is maintained that that power was given for the 
purpose of revenue, and revenue alone, and that any other use of the power is usurpation on the part of 
Congress. There is nowhere to be found in the Constitution an express power given to Congress to 
encourage science, agriculture, or manufactures. The first two are objects of the highest importance to 
all the States, and of general interest; and yet we hear of no attempts on the part of the General 
Government to afford them encouragement. 

Manufactures in the United States are not an object of general but of local interest, and yet they 
have received from the Government not only a moderate and just encouragement under the operation of 
a tariff of duties on imports for purposes of revenue, but a protection by an enormous duty upon 
importations, which palsies every effort of the agriculturist, withers the product of his industry, and 
greatly impairs foreign commerce. 

The committee are of opinion that the woolens bill, which received in the Congress of the United 
States, at its last session, so full and fair an investigation, is a measure, above all others which has ever 
occupied the attention of that enlightened body, calculated to produce an enormous tax on the agriculture 
of the south, and to be destructive of revenue. They believe it to be a bill artfully designed for the 
advancement of the incorporated companies of New England, and admirably adapted to its end. They 
believe it fatal to the happiness, the morals, and the rights of a large portion of our common country, for 
it has its foundation in avarice, and consumes every patriotic feeling. 

If such is the character and the operation of this measure, who can tell how long this Union can 
exist under it, and how soon may be realized the soul-chilling prediction that “it is a rope of sand ?” 

The committee are of opinion that the passage of the “ woolens bill,” contemplating prohibitory 
duties of from thirty-seven and a half per cent. to one hundred and thirty-nine and a half per cent., would 
be nearly, if not quite, equivalent to a non-importation act, and most certainly would it produce a tax of 
millions annually on the agricultural, the laboring, and the mechanic arts of our country; and this tax 
on the consumer would be in reciprocal ratio with his wealth, for, while it contemplates no increase of 
duty on the finer woolen fabrics, in an artful disguise it imposes a duty, very frequently, on the poor 
man and the laborer of one hundred and thirty-nine and a half per cent. on the raiment which protects 
him from the inclemencies of the season; and this destructive mystery is hidden under that minimum of 
the bill which provides that all woolens over forty cents the square yard, and under one hundred and 
fifty cents, should be valued at one hundred and fifty cents; and the committee are advised that much the 
largest portion of woolens, both in quantity and value, are included in the minimum price. 

The committee are of opinion that if such a duty on woolens does not amount to an entire prohibition, 
it will so far diminish the revenue on this valuable portion of importations as to render it necessary, in a 
few years, to resort to the odious system of internal taxation, and of direct tax on the people of these 
United States. 

Impressed with the importance of this subject, particularly as it affects the people of the southern 
and western States, the committee believe that the subject calls loudly for an expression of legislative 
opinion, and they therefore recommend the following resolutions: 

Resolved, as the opinion of the Legislature of North Carolina, That it is inexpedient for the Congress 
of the United States to increase the duties on imports. 

Resolved further, That the Governor of this State be requested to transmit copies of this report and 
resolution to each of the Senators and Representatives of this State in the Congress of the United States, 
with a request that they be laid before that body, 
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IN FAVOR OF INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 14, 1828. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 

The memorial of the Ontario Agricultural Society respectfully represents: That your memorialists are, 
many of them, engaged in the growing of wool, for which article they have, latterly, scarcely been able to 
obtain market or remunerating price; that after having for many years attended, with great care and 
expense, to the obtaining of the finest wooled breeds of sheep, and the multiplication of their flocks, they 
now find them greatly depreciated in value; that they attribute this depreciation to the insufficiency of 
the laws intended to protect our woolen manufacture, and the inadequacy of the duties on foreign wool. 

Your memorialists view the interests of agriculture, manufactures, and commerce as inseparably 
blended and dependent on one another. The extensive establishment of manufactures creates the best and 
most stable demand for all the products of the soil. Agriculture and manufactures, therefore, must 
flourish or decline together. When mutually flourishing, they are inexhaustible sources of national 
wealth, and increase both the ability and inclination of our fellow-citizens for foreign commerce. 

Your memorialists believe that if adequate protection to our manufacturers and wool-growers should 
not be granted, many of the former must be ruined in their business, and the latter be compelled to 
sacrifice their fine Merino and Saxon flocks to the knife of the butcher. The evil to our country of such 
results cannot be too earnestly deprecated. 

Your memorialists, therefore, respectfully pray that your honorable bodies will give this important 
subject early consideration, and extend such remedies in the alteration and increase of duties on foreign 
cloths, and the increase of duties on foreign wool, as you in your wisdom shall deem necessary for the 
interests of those concerned, and the welfare of our common country. 

JOHN GREIG, President. 

Fr. Grancer, Secretary. 

Cananpalcua, Ontario County, N. Y., October 2, 1827. 


This memorial having been presented at the annual meeting of the society by Z. Barton Stout, 
seconded by Jared Willson, was adopted by a unanimous vote of the society. 
Z. BARTON STOUT, Second Vice President. 
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IN FAVOR OF INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 14, 1828. 


At a numerous meeting of farmers and manufacturers of the county of Kent, interested in the success 
of American industry, holden, pursuant to public notice, at the inn of Oliver Johnson, in Centreville, 
(Warwich,) on Saturday, the 5th day of January, 1828, for the purpose of adopting such measures as 
may be thought proper in expressing their opinion on the necessity of extending further protection to the 
grower and manufacturer of wool, Charles Eldridge, Esq., was appointed chairman, and Stephen Harris 
secretary. 

Resolved, That Christopher Rhodes, John B. Francis, Thomas Holden, John R. Waterman, Charles 
Brayton, Joseph Manchester, and William Anthony, Esqs., be appointed a committee for the purpose of 
preparing and reporting to this meeting a memorial to Congress embracing the foregoing object. The 
committee having returned, subsequently reported the following memorial: 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 


The memorial of the undersigned, in behalf of a meeting of citizens, the wool-growers and manufac- 
turers of wool, in the county of Kent, State of Rhode Island, convened by public notice in said county on 
the 5th day of January, 1828, respectfully represents: That the growth and manufacture of wool, involving 
one of the most important branches of American industry, has long been laboring under a depression and 
gradual depreciation, which, without the further intervention of the General Government, must ultimately 
and speedily produce a total inability on the part of the farmer to furnish his wool, or the manufacturer his 
cloth, in competition with the foreign article. They view the question presented to Congress from nearly 
every agricultural and from every manufacturing district in the Union as of more importance to the 
nation than to themselves, though involving their present best interests; for, in this country, where there 
are so many resources for the application of labor and capital, a ruinous business, for the improvement of 
which there can be no reasonable expectation, will not long continue to be pursued. If, therefore, it is 
for the interest of the United States to encourage the productive labor of her own citizens rather than 
that of the citizens of a foreign Power, which furnishes no market in return for our agricultural products, 
it appears plain to your memorialists that the true policy of the Government dictates a sufficient encourage- 
ment to all branches of domestic industry requiring such aid, to enable those engaged therein to supply 
our own market at as reduced prices, and with as valuable an article as can be furnished through the 
medium of importation. 
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Your memorialists do not consider, merely because a great amount of capital is already invested in 
the growth and manufacture of wool, the farmer ought to be protected from sending his sheep to the 
shambles, and the manufacturer from letting his machinery rust; but that the protection should be 
extended because it is for the interest of the country to encourage the diposal of capital, skill, and labor 
to this branch of industry. Aware that this subject, in all its relations, has been presented to Congress, 
and all the arguments in favor of an extension of protection to domestic industry repeatedly urged, it 
would not become your memorialists to enter into an enumeration of those reasons which, in their Opinion, 
so clearly indicate the justice and policy of affording present relief to the growers and manufacturers of 
wool. They would, therefore, respectfully represent that they unanimously approve of the proceedings 
of the convention holden at Harrisburg, in Pennsylvania, on the 30th of July last, and fully accord with 
the general views and statements presented in the memorial from that convention to the respective 
Houses of Congress and further pray that the same may meet with their prompt and deliberate attention, 

CHRISTOPHER RHODES, 

THOMAS HOLDEN, 

JOS. MANCHESTER, 

CHARLES BRAYTON, 

WM. ANTHONY, 

JNO. R. WATERMAN, 

JOHN BROWN FRANCIS, 
Committee. 


Warwicn, January 5, 1828. 


After reading the above memorial, it was resolved unanimously that this meeting approve of the 
same, and that copies thereof be forwarded by the secretary to the Senators and Representatives of this 


State in the Congress of the United States. 
Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be signed by the chairman and secretary, and published 


in the different newspapers in this State. 
CHARLES ELDRIDGE, Chairman. 
SrerHen Harris, Secretary. 
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AGAINST INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 14, 1828. 


Report of a special committee of the Senate of South Carolina on the resolutions submitted by Mr. Ramsay on 
the subject of State rights. 


The following resolutions were submitted by Mr. Ramsay and referred to a special committee con- 
sisting of Messrs. John Ramsay, S. D. Miller, H. Deas, Alfred Huger, D. R. Evans, W. D. Seabrook, and 
Catlett Conner: 

1. Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire into the origin and nature of the Federal 
Government, so far as to ascertain whether it emanates from the people of the United States at large, or 
whether it be a compact between the people of the different States with each other, as composing separate 
and independent communities. 

2. That they do also inquire whether, in the event of abuse of power, or violation in the letter or 
spirit of the said compact on the part of the Congress of the United States, it belongs to the people, as its 
constituents, or to the State Legislatures, to remonstrate; and, if to the State Legislatures, what measures 
ought to be adopted by South Carolina for the preservation of her sovereignty. 

3. That they do also inquire whether there be any clause in the Constitution of the United States 
which can authorize Congress so to legislate as to protect the local interests of particular States at the 
expense of all the United States, and whether domestic manufactures be a general or a local interest. 

4. That they do also inquire whether Congress can construct roads and canals within the limits of a 
State, with or without the assent of the Legislature of such State. 

5. That they do also inquire whether Congress, under a power to appropriate money “to promote the 
general welfare,” can appropriate the same to any purposes not immediately referable to the enumerated 
objects of the Constitution. 

6. That they do also inquire whether Congress can legislate, directly or indirectly, upon the subject 
of slavery, by promoting the object of any society which contemplates the melioration of the condition of 
any portion of the free colored or slave population of the United States. 

JOB JOHNSTON, C. S. 


The committee, to whom were referred certain resolutions directing an inquiry into the nature and origin 
nr] ’ . ‘ye . . 
of the Federal Government, and whether certain measures of Congress are or are not a violation of 
the letter and spirit of the federal compact, report: 


That they have maturely weighed and considered the subject intrusted to them, and are of opinion— 
First. That the Constitution of the United States is not a compact between the people of the United 
States at large with each other, but is the result of a compact originally formed between the people of 
thirteen separate and independent sovereignties to produce and constitute a new form of Government, 
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as will abundantly appear by a reference to the journals of the old Congress, and of the general convention 
which framed the Constitution. 

The first Congress of the United States was that formed by the colonies in 1774 and 1775. It 
possessed, as is well known, no authority but what arose from common consent. The Declaration of Inde- 
pendence having absolved the colonies from all allegiance to the Crown of Great Britain, it became 
necessary that the powers of Congress should be accurately defined, and hence arose the conrEpDERATION of 
1781. This Confederacy not producing the blessings which had been anticipated, and the war of the 
Revolution having entailed upon the States a large public debt, and the States, at the same time, becoming 
careless or indifferent in furnishing their quotas of this burden, and many of them, indeed, unable so to do 
from the distresses incident to the want of a common head to regulate commerce, the necessity of new- 
modelling the existing Government became evident to all. The old Congress, taking advantage of this 
state of the public sentiment, wisely recommended that a convocation of the States should be held for the 
purpose of framing a Constitution better suited to the exigencies of the Union. This Constitution, when 
finished, was to be submitted, in the shape of a proposal, for the adoption or rejection of the different 
States. Deputies from all the States were accordingly assembled in general Convention, and a Constitution 
having been finally agreed upon, it was ordered to be published for the information of the people, and 
each State Legislature was solicited to call a convention for the purpose of ratifying or rejecting it. 
State conventions were accordingly assembed under the authority of the State Legislatures, and, as soon 
as the ratifications of nine States were transmitted to the old Congress, arrangements were made to put 
the new Constitution into operation, and the old Government expired as a matter of course. 

If attention be given to the rise, progress, and completion of the new Government, as above stated, 
it will be seen that the Government of the Union does not emanate from the people of the United States 
at large, but from the people of the different States, as composing so many distinct and independent 
sovereignites. 

First. The general convention was recommended by the old Congress, which was a pure confederacy 
of States. 

Secondly. The deputies to that convention were elected by the State Legislatures. 

Thirdly. In all the deliberations of the convention, as to the best form of government for the Union, 
the votes were taken by States, and no measure agreed upon which was not approved of by a majority of 
the States represented; and, 

Lastly. The ratifications of such States as were willing to accede to the new Government were trans- 
mitted as the ratifications of so many sovereign States, the assent of each State counting as one vote in 
making up the majority of threefourths of the States; such an assent of three-fourths of the States being 
deemed a prerequisite to the Constitution’s going into operation. The mere fact of the Constitution “not 
wholly resulting from a majority of all the people of the Union, nor from that of a majority of the States, but 
from the unanimous consent of the several States who were to be parties to it, proves, beyond the 
probability of doubt, that the act establishing the Constitution, and giving it its binding efficacy, was 
purely the act of the people of the different States, as Staves, and not of the people at large. The Con- 
stitution was thus clearly FEDERAL in its conception and in its CREATION. 

It is with great pain that your committee are constrained to observe that this does not appear to be 
the view of the Supreme Court of the United States. By the reasoning of the court in the case of 
McCulloch vs. The State of Maryland, it would appear that the Constitution is regarded by that tribunal 
as emanating from the people, and not from the State sovereignties; but it is evident that this opinion is 
founded on a misconstruction of the term State sovereignty, the Supreme Court contemplating the State 
Legislatures as the only State sovereignties; and seeing that the ratifications of the instrument did not 
proceed from the State Legislatures, but from State conventions of the people, it was natural, under such 
a view, that the court should deny the doctrine of the government of the Union as proceeding from the 
States. It is scarcely necessary to remind the legislative body that it is an incontrovertible axiom in 
Republican politics, and founded on the inherent and natural ricHTs oF MAN, that the people alone, in a 
State convention, constitute the true sovereignty of that particular State; their power, at such a period, 
being without limits and without control. The ratification of the compact thus proceeding from the State 
conventions, they necessarily become acts of more binding efficacy, and, consequently, of more complete 
sovereignty than if they had been done by the State Legislatures. It is not competent for any State 
Legislature to associate its constituents, the people, in any new form of government with the people of 
other States. No legislative body can pretend to a power of this kind. A Legislature might have bound 
its constituents in a league or confederacy. In a confederacy of States the acts of the common council 
are not exercised directly on the people, but, in practice, go forth with no better authority than as recom- 
mendations to the different sovereignties who are parties to the league. It is the people alone, in con- 
vention, who can enter into a compact associating themselves in a new political relation with the people 
of other States; and, when they do enter into such compacts, their acts become the acts of sovereign 
States, and the compact is a compact of States with each other, and not of the people of those States as 
if they had constituted.an entire people. In the formation of the Constitution of the United States it 
might have been ordered, had the convention willed it, that its ratification was to be derived from the 
people of the United States, considered aggregately; in which case the will of the majority of all the 
people of the United States would have been necessary before it should go into operation. But no such 
rule was adopted, or even proposed in the general convention. ‘Though the assent of the people was 
required to be given by deputies selected for the purpose, the assent was nevertheless given by the 
people, not as individuals composing one entire nation, but as composing the separate and independent 
communities to which they severally belonged.” The vote of each particular State convention was trans- 
mitted as the vote of the State as a sovEREIGN Bopy, and not as the act of individuals of that State, as 
forming its proportion of the aggregate of all the inhabitants of the United States. If there be a fact 
which determines beyond all dispute the clear intention of the convention that the Government of the 
Union was to emanate from the State sovereignties, it is that provision in the instrument which regards 
the ratification as complete as soon as the people of nine States should assent to the Constitution. Such 
a provision as this would be utterly inconsistent with the opposite plan of making the consent of the 
people at large prerequisite to its operation; because it might have happened, under such a plan, that 

Jour large States, rejecting the Constitution, might have composed the majority of all the inhabitants in 
the different States. It would be a reproach to the sagacity and foresight of the convention to imagine 
that, if it was the intention of that body that the Government should be national and not federal in its 
creation, that it would set forth a proposal, or adopt a plan, by which it was possible that the then 
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existing Government should cease, and a new Government should go into operation, with the assent of 
such nine States as might form a minority of the people of the United States. 

The doctrine of the Constitution of the United States emanating from the people, and not from the 
States, is, in the opinion of your committee, one of the most dangerous doctrines that can be promuleated: 
for by it is established the principle that the Federal Government is not responsible for any violation of 
the compact excepting to the people at large as its constituents. This would be consoripation in its very 
essence; it would be to break down the lines which separate the powers of Congress from the powers of 
the States. It would, at any time, enable a combination of the people of such States as might constitute 
a majority of all the inhabitants of the Unitsd States, and who have particular local views or State 
interests to promote, to carry any measure whatever in Congress; and to the people of such of the States 
as might form the minority there would be no hope of redress. Congress, with the most unfair intentions 
to the smaller States, might even keep within the letter of the Constitution by assigning, for its acts of 
oppression to those States, such constitutional motives and reasons as to defy all efforts to counteract its 
career of injustice by a resort to the tribunals of justice. On the other hand, the doctrine that the Con- 
stitution is a compact between the States as so many separate and distinct sovereignties is a doctrine 
full of comfort and security to every real friend of the Union and of the liberties of the people. The 
necessary consequence of such doctrine is, that, if the social compact be violated in its spirit or its letter, 
and that the States have the right to remonstrate and to call back the parties to the original covenant, 
the remonstrance, coming from such a quarter, will be promptly attended to, and the redress will be 
comparatively easy and certain, which never can be the case where the people, as a minority, are left to 
seek their remedy. 

It is most fortunate for the people of the southern States that the truth of a doctrine so indispensable 
to their safety is so immovably founded on the inherent, unalienable rights of man. All legitimate govern- 
ment is in the nature of a trust, and is the result either of a compact between the people with one another, 
as is the case with a simple consolidated Government, or of States with each other, under a compound or 
mixed Government: there is no reasoning which can impair a truth so evident. The Constitution of the 
United States, according to all our ideas of the origin of Governments, is strictly and emphatically a form 
of government emanating from the States, and the manner in which its powers are to be exercised is matter 
of convention between those States. The Federal Government has no rights; it has certain duties to 
perform, and to this end is invested with certain powers. If it exercises any powers not delegated, there 
must be a responsibility somewhere. And this brings your committee 

Secondly, to the inquiry, whether, in the event of any abuse of power or violation of the letter or spirit 
of the Constitution, it belongs to the people at large or to the State Legislature to remonstrate. In the 
opinion of your committee, the responsibility of the Federal Government is of a two-fold character. First, 
it is responsible in certain cases to the people at large, upon whom, by the Constitution, ifs power is wholly 
to operate. Secondly, it is amenable to the State Legislatures, as representing the same people distributed 
in separate sovereignties, by whom alone the Government was created. In its creation, the Government is 
thus as entirely FEDERAL as, in its operation, it is strictly national. The first responsibility accrues when- 
ever the Government abuses any of its delegated powers, or rather injudiciously exercises them to the 
injury of the people at large, as its constituents. The second can only occur when power not delegated is 
assumed to the injury of the people in their separate sovereignties. This distinction, as to the responsi- 
bility of the national rulers, results from the mixed nature of our Government. In a simple Government, 
the only “safeguards for arresting usurpation and preserving the liberties of the people are the positive 
restrictions on power, and the political responsibility of those who exercise power to the people on whom it 
operates.” In that state of affairs where the people are held together as one political society, and, as 
regards civil and political rights, have but one common interest, and have it equally in their power to 
change their rulers, it is difficult to conceive how power, abused or usurped, can operate beyond its 
responsibility. But in the anomalous scheme of the mixed Government of the United States, where many 
representative Governments are bound together in one comprehensive whole, and where it becomes 
essential that precise limits should be assigned to the jurisdiction of the supreme and the subordinate 
legislative authorities, it becomes indispensable that the responsibility should be as weli to the people in 
their State Governments as to the people considered as one entire nation. For maladministration, there- 
fore, in the affairs of the Government, which is neither more nor less than an abuse of the people’s trust, 
it belongs to the people alone, as a nation, to call their rulers to account. This can only be effected at 
the periods prescribed by the Constitution, when all power returning again at those periods to the people, 
they may thereafter commit it into other and safer hands. But to the people of the different States, 
through their organs, the State Legislature, it equally appertains to remonstrate, and to restrain Congress 
when it would pass the boundary line of its powers, and usurp those which were reserved to the States. 

To abuse power and to usurp power are two things, in their nature, totally distinct. Congress, 
in exercising the discretion with which it is unavoidably intrusted on many subjects, may so abuse that 
discretion as not only to impair the prosperity, but actually to endanger the safety of the nation: for 
wrongs of this nature there is no remedy but in a change of rulers. There ought to be no other remedy. 
There is here no violation of the terms of the social compact of Government between the confederated 
members, so as to alter the relations in which they stand to each other and to the Federal Government. 
But when Congress assumes to itself a power unknown to the Constitution, and thus encroaches upon 
what is reserved to the States, here is an interference which goes to the destruction of the compact 
itself; and to the parties to that compact it solely belongs to insist upon a fulfilment of that compact. 
Those parties being the people of each different State, it not only is their right, but it becomes a high 
duty of their local Legislatures to interfere. To consider the right to be in the people at large, and 
not in the State Legislature, is, as has been already observed, to place the smaller States in the power 
of the larger; for it is not to be concealed, that the usurpations most likely to take place under 
the Federal Government will not be such as will endanger any principle of public liberty, or the rights 
expressly reserved to the States, because there would be but one feeling amongst the people to resist 
them, and the remedy would be in the hands of the people; but the usurpations to be apprehended will 
be such as are calculated to promote the interests of such States as form the majority, at the expense 
of others, which must always be in the minority ; to the will of a majority of Congress, when it is 
in the exercise of its legitimate powers, it is the duty of the minority to submit. At such a time 
the Government assumes its consolidated form, and obedience is as strictly due to its measures, how- 
ever injuriously they may operate against the minority, as if it were a simple and not a mixed Govern- 
ment. Not so, however, is it when under a compact between two States. The question presents itself 
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whether the convention between those States has been adhered to in good faith or not. In a case of this 
kind majority and minority are relations which can have no existence. Each State having entered into 
the compact as a sovereign body, and not in conjunction with any other State, must judge for itself whether 
the compact has been broken or not. The committee here take occasion to observe, that though, under 
the Constitution, a tribunal is appointed to decide controversies to which the United States shall be a 
party, and the States may often be willing to leave to such a tribunal many controversies, yet it must be 
evident that collisions will sometimes arise between the States and Congress, when it would not only be 
unwise but even unsafe to submit questions of disputed sovereignty to any judicial tribunal. In theory it 
may be delightful “to contemplate the spectacle of a Supreme Court sitting in solemn judgment upon the 
conflicting claims of national and State sovereignty, and tranquillizing all angry and jealous passions, and 
pinding this great Confederacy in peace and harmony by the ability, moderation, and equity of its deci- 
sions.” But our own experience has already satisfied us that it belongs not to mortals to erect a tribunal 
that shall feel itself wholly impartial on a question between the State and the National Government, and 
least of all ought the States to consent to make the Supreme Court of the United States the arbiter finally 
to decide points of vital importance to the States. The conduct of this court, as far as your committee 
can judge of it, has inspired an universal and a justly merited confidence in the equity of its decisions, in 
general, where the suit is substantially, and in fact, between the citizens of one State and citizens of 
another State; nor can they, for a moment, doubt its competency to decide, with the utmost impartiality, 
all conflicting claims between one State and another State. But it is due to truth to declare that, when- 
ever constitutionality of any act of the Federal Government has been called in question, this court has 
not so conducted itself as to be entitled to be esteemed a sufficiently impartial tribunal. The court which 
can confer, by implication, on the Congress of the United States a power to create a corporation when there 
exists on the journals of the convention, published under the authority of Congress, the irrefragable 
evidence that such a power was proposed to be invested in Congress but rejected by the vote of that body, is 
not more likely to do justice to the State sovereignties than the tribunal which would regard the Federal 
Constitution as emanating from the people at large, and not from the States, in the face of history and 
well attested fact. Into both of these errors has the Supreme Court unhappily fallen; but there is a 
peculiar propriety in a State Legislature undertaking to decide for itself when the Constitution shall be 
violated in its spirit and not in its letter, these being cases in which no court, however well disposed, can 
be expected to give relief. Three memorable instances of this species of usurpation occurred in the years 
1816, 1820, and 1824, where Congress, under every appearance of adhering to the letter of the compact, 
substantially has violated its spirit. A fourth instance may probably soon occur, which leads your com- 
mittee to consider— 

Thirdly. Whether Congress can so legislate as to protect the local interest of particular States at 
the expense of all the people of the United States, and whether domestic manufactures be a local or a 
general interest? On the first part of this inquiry it is believed that there exists no difference of opinion, 
it being admitted, in and out of Congress, that local interest cannot be protected by the National Govern- 
ment. It is, however, insisted that domestic manufactures must be considered as a general interest. 
Your committee do not feel themselves bound to enter at large into reasons to show the little foundation 
there is for such an opinion; and the less disposed are they to urge the question when they recollect that, 
from every quarter of the State, there has been an almost unanimous expression of the public opinion that 
manufactures are not a general interest, and that Congress has no power to foster and cherish them. But 
it certainly belongs tu the subject to state that your committee have examined the Constitution with the 
greatest care, and they can find in no part of it any grant of power to promote any branch of internal 
industry, or any of the useful arts, by any other means than by the conferring of patent rights for new 
inventions. ‘That the convention designedly withheld such a general power abundantly appears from the 
journals of that body already referred to. Two distinct propositions were, at different periods, made to 
amend the reported draught of the Constitution by conferring on Congress the power in question, but 
these propositions, together with others relating to science and agriculture, were not adopted, the conven- 
tion finally coming to the conclusion that Congress should “promote the progress of science and useful 
arts by securing, for limited times, to authors and inventors the exclusive right to their respective writings 
and discoveries”—a clause so exclusive in its mode of expression as to leave no doubt in the minds of your 
committee that all other modes of encouraging the useful arts, excepting by patents, were to be prohibited. 

This view coincides with, and is considerably enforced by, a power reserved to the States “to lay 
imposts, with the consent of Congress, for other purposes than the execution of their inspection laws”—a 
clause which, in the opinion of your, committee, is not susceptible of any other explanation than as a 
provision to enable such States as might be desirous of protecting their domestic manufactures against 
foreign rivalry to do so by imposing, in their own ports, imposts on the imported fabrics, with the consent 
of Congress. By referring to the secret debates of the convention it clearly appears that the insertion of 
this clause was for this purpose alone. 

In addition, it may be urged that no interest can be recognized as a general interest within the 
meaning of the Constitution which each State does not possess in COMMON WITH EVERY OTHER State. The 
design of union amongst the States was, not that Congress should legislate in cases to which the States 
were separately competent, but simply to regulate such general concerns as would have suffered by the 
exercise of individual or State legislation. Amongst those general concerns which the States were 
incompetent to regulate with any advantage, on account of conflicting interest, the most prominent was 
comMMERCE. To the necessity of a general controlling power to regulate foreign trade, and to no other 
motive, does the Constitution owr ITs EXISTENCE. This power the old Congress did not possess. The States 
had repeatedly refused to grant such a power, because each State thought itself competent to regulate its 
own trade. But the experience of the first four years which succeeded the war of the Revolution having 
taught them their error, the people afterwards entreated their local Assemblies to grant such a power to 
the common head of the Confederacy. In the meantime propositions were made for a convention to frame 
anew Constitution. Thus it is plain that it was not until the States were reminded, by their own dear- 
bought experience, that commerce was a general interest that they were disposed to unite even for this 
so great and so common a blessing to all. 

The convention having been convened to form a Constitution, it adopted, as the basis upon which 
were to be built the powers of the new Government, the principe that all such interests as the States 
could not separately manage should be transferred to the federal head. It is to be observed that neither 
in the old nor in the new compact is there a single subject specified for the legislation of the General 
Council, in which every State has not an immediate and a very important interest. All the enumerated 
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powers in these two memorable instruments are referable to war, PEACE, INDIAN TRADE, COMMERCE, and 
FOREIGN NEGOTIATION. The present Constitution was designed to supply all the deficiencies of the Con. 
federation; and by the unanimous vote of the convention it was arly decided, as appears by its journals, 
that the enumerated powers of the new Government should extend to Every subject of GENERAL interest, 
It results, then, as a fair and conclusive argument, that whatever subject was purposely excluded from 
the enumerated powers of Congress by the vote of the convention as an unfit subject for the care of the 
General Government, could not have been regarded as a general interest. A general power to promote 
manufactures, agriculture, and science, and to construct roads and canals, was positively and peremptorily 
excluded; and this, in the opinion of your committee, is an unanswerable reason why these subjects ought 
to be deemed toca and not general, if it were not already demonstrable to our senses that any particular 
pursuit of human industry followed by the people of some States, and in which those of other States are 
not at all engaged, must be a local interest of such States. 

Fourthly. Your committee are of opinion that Congress has no power to construct roads and canals 
within the limits of a State, without a violation of the Constitution. The power of making roads and 
canals is not an incidental, but is as primary and as original a power as any that Government can pos- 
sibly exercise. That must be a substantive power, in the strongest acceptation of the term, which involves 
a right of jurisdiction over soil and territory. From this species of jurisdiction Congress is clearly pro- 
hibited by those clauses in the Constitution which confine their jurisdiction to their forts, magazines, 
dock-yards, &c. But, independent of the plain intent of the instrument itself, as collected from its 
language, the journals of the convention afford the evidence that it was deemed unadvisable to intrust 
Congress with any such power. All the propositions to include roads and canals amongst the enumerated 
subjects for the National Legislation were rejected. There existed a reason for the refusal of such a power 
to Congress, which your committee must ever regard as conclusive; which is, that such a power in 
Congress, as well as in the States, would have been repugnant to the whole scheme and theory of the 
Constitution. The design of the convention was so to discriminate the objects which were to appertain to 
the different departments of power, that what was committed to the charge of one Government should 
not be interfered with by the other. The great difficulty in distributing power was to adjust the quantity 
with which the General Government should be invested. That point once arranged, each Government 
was then to be supreme in legislation as to the particular objects intrusted to its care. As the States 
had been in the habit of making roads, and were fully competent to exercise such a power, and to the 
greatest advantage, it was not to be expected that they would be willing to yield this, their power over 
internal improvements. To have admitted, therefore, that a similar power ought to have been invested 
in Congress, would involve the absurdity of causing the same object of legislation and government to 
belong to the Federal and the State authorities. There is no such hideous feature as this in the federal 
compact. If the Constitution be examined with accuracy it will be found that, with the exception of the 
first two enumerated powers of Congress, (which are means and not the ends of Government, or rather the 
power of the Government, coupled with the trusts of the Government,) that Congress must be regarded 
as supreme in legislation for all the objects intrusted to its management; and upon the same principle 
that Congress is supreme within its prescribed sphere of action, are the States equally supreme as to all 
objects reserved to them. If Congress, therefore, can legislate on the subject of roads and canals, the 
States cannot interfere by exercising a similar power, (for both cannot have jurisdiction,) and vice versa. 
The subject of internal improvements is either a general or a local interest, in the view of the Constitu- 
tion. Itcannot be both. If it be a general interest, Congress must either be supreme in its jurisdiction, 
by extending its laws to such roads and canals, to the exclusion of State authority, or it cannot act at all. 
There can be no concurrence of legislation, except as to the means of executing the different trusts for 
which each Government was created. The bare admission that a State can lawfully exercise sovereignty 
on any particular object of civil government, deprives Congress of any power over the same object; the 
States having already exercised the power over roads and canals, and there being no specific grant of 
any such power to Congress, the right is in the States and not in Congress. Nor can your committee 
conceive that the assent of a State Legislature to internal improvements made by Congress within its 
limits can confer on that body the power in question. Congress has no right to exercise any power what- 
ever but what it receives by special grant from the States. If a State were to give to another State a 
power to construct a road or a canal within its limits, this would amount to a transfer to that State of a 
portion of its sovereignty. Were Congress to be permitted to receive such a power as a gift from any 
particular State, it would be to say that Congress can exercise a new sovereign power unknown to the 
Constitution, with the consent of or by the act of one State. This principle will hardly be contended for. 
It is too clear that Congress can exercise no power but what it receives from the States by the terms of 
the Constitution. If the better to promote union it needs additional powers, the mode prescribed is an 
amendment to the Constitution. If a State can part with the smallest portion of its sovereignty to 
Congress, it can part with the whole; and if Congress could receive an accession of power in this way, 
it would be to put it in the power of one State to amend the Constitution, when the instrument requires 
the assent of three-fourths, and that assent to be given in another way. There are other views of this 
subject, but they have been so often taken, and are so familiar to our citizens, that your committee forbear 
to dwell longer on this head, but proceed to that part of their inquiry which asks— 

Fifthly. Whether, under the power “to promote the general welfare,” Congress can expend money on 
internal improvements, or for any purposes not connected with the enumerated objects in the Constitution? 
What has been already urged in the preceding inquiry will be equally applicable to this. If Congress 
has not the power to construct roads and canals in the States, it cannot appropriate money for such 
purposes. Congress has either all power over certain trusts, or it has no power at all; there can be no 
such operation in either Government as indirect legislation. In order to arrive at any particular object, 
each Government is fully invested with complete authority to approach the legitimate objects of its own 
special or general care, honestly, fairly, and openly. If, in the desire to attain any particular object, either 
Government discovers that it cannot reach that object otherwise than circuitously, this is conclusive to 
show that it belongs not to itself, but to the opposite Government. The term “general welfare,” in the 
opinion of your Committee, means nothing more than the national welfare. That can only be deemed an 
appropriation for national purposes, which can be referred to objects of general interest in all the States. 
These objects being all specified in the federal compact, it follows that, if any appropriation of money 
has not a direct and natural relation to some one or other of those objects, it cannot constitutionally be 
made. The enumerated objects in the Constitution (with the exception of the power to levy and appro- 
priate money) are the trusts which Congress is to execute. The power to appropriate money to the 
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eneral welfare, is not a naked power. It is the power coupled with the trusts, to execute which the 
Government was created. 

Sixthly. As to that part of the duty of the committee which solicits an inquiry whether Congress 
can extend its legislation to the means of meliorating the condition of the free colored or slave population 
of the United States, your committee have no hesitation in saying that this is a subject in which there 
can be no reasoning between South Carolina and any other Government. It is a question altogether of 
feeling. Should Congress claim a power to discuss and take any vote upon any question connected with 
the domestic slavery of the southern States, (excepting it be to devise the means of prohibiting the slave 
trade, the only power which it has by the terms of the Constitution,) it is not for your committee to 

rescribe what course ought to be adopted to counteract the evil and the dangerous tendency of public 
discussions of this nature. The minds of our citizens are already made up, that if such discussion 
appertain as a matter of right to Congress, it will be neither more nor less than the commencement of a 
system by which the peculiar policy of South Carolina, upon which is predicated her resources and her 
prosperity, will be shaken to its very foundations. In the opinion of your committee, there is nothing in 
the catalogue of human evils which may not be preferred to that state of affairs in which the slaves of 
our State shall be encouraged to look for any melioration in their condition to any other body than the 
Legislature of South Carolina. Your committee forbear to dwell on this subject. It is a subject on 
which no citizen of South Carolina needs instruction. One common feeling inspires us all with a firm 
determination not to submit to a species of legislation which would light up such fires of intestine com- 
motion in our borders as ultimately to consume our country. 

Lastly. It remains for your committee to report what measures, in their judgment, the Legislature 
ought to take in order to preserve the State sovereignty. This is an inquiry of awful importance, and 
the committee are not disposed to shrink from the duty thus devolved on them. 

That the Congress of the United States has been in the exercise of powers not warranted by the 
Constitution, and that the tendency of some of their measures is calculated seriously to impair the vital 
interests of South Carolina by diminishing her foreign commerce, whilst the effect of other measures is 
to augment the patronage of the General Government, and thus to diminish that necessary State influence 
which is essential to the preservation of the State sovereignties, and which State influence can only exist 
when the States are to manage all internal concerns, are truths daily becoming more and more evident to 
all our citizens. South Carolina has uniformly exhibited, as your committee believe, an illustrious example 
of a steady and an unalterable devotion to the Constitution of the United States. She has never, at any 
time, arrayed herself against the Government of the Union, but has discharged all her duties as a member 
of the great American family with fidelity and cheerfulness. When the National Treasury was exhausted, 
and the enemy pressing us at every point of our long-extended coast; when it became necessary to relieve 
the embarrassments of the General Government by a direct tax upon our citizens, this State, in anticipation 
of the assessment by Congress, threw open her Treasury and subjected it to the national demands, and 
actually appropriated her funds for the general welfare before the passage of the law. If she has not 
hitherto carried her complaints to the great Council of the Nation, it was not because she had no cause 
of dissatisfaction, but because she always cherished the hope that some reaction in public sentiment 
throughout the United States might take place, and that the people themselves would, in time, be made 
sensible of the danger of a limited body, like that of Congress, being permitted to transcend its powers, 
and would apply the remedy. But these hopes, your committee regret to state, are all dissipated, and 
they too plainly perceive that to submit longer to the evils of misrule, founded on usurpation, can have 
no other tendency than to invite such assumptions of power, from time to time, as must inevitably merge 
all power and all influence in one consolidated Government. It is fortunate for South Carolina that she 
has hitherto endured, with so much patience, and certainly with not less patriotism, the aggressions of 
Congress upon her sovereign rights. If, after all her efforts to dissuade the National Councils from 
persisting in claims which, if pursued further, must inevitably cut us off, limb by limb, from the great 
body politic, Congress shall, contrary to the hopes of your committee, still persevere in its claims to 
exercise extensive powers by construction, and thus drive into alienated feelings a portion of the Union 
hitherto so devoted to union, South Carolina, in such an event, will have at least the consolation to know 
that the fault will not be hers. 

But, in the opinion of your committee, it is all important that whatever is to be done by South 
Carolina ought to be so done as to impress upon the minds of the Congress of the United States that she 
does not at this conjuncture approach the National Legislature as a suppliant or as a memorialist, 
but as a SOVEREIGN and an Equal. When Congress acts within the sphere of its expressly delegated 
powers, the supremacy of its laws and its power must be acknowledged by all the States; and from no 
State in the Union will obedience to the decrees of the Supreme Council be more cheerfully rendered 
than by South Carolina. But when the ground of complaint is a violation of that great covenant which 
binds together the Confederacy, each member is as sovereign, when it demands a fulfilment of that com- 
pact in its spirit as well as in its letter, as it was when it originally ratified that agreement. In all 
communications, therefore, which may be necessary between a member of the Confederacy and the common 
head, it behooves that member not to forget her rank as a sovereign. She must cause her sentiments to 
be conveyed to Congress in a manner so imposing as to evince that she could have the intercourse regu- 
lated as is proper between one sovereign and another; and that whilst she would earnestly solicit a 
continuance of that friendship and good feeling which has so long been characteristic of the American 
family, she is yet unwilling to yield rights of vital importance. To the safety of States it is indispensable 
that Congress should be in perpetual remembrance that it is a sovereign and supreme body only when it 
extends its authority to legitimate objects of government; and that, at all other periods, the States are 
equally supreme, and never so supreme as when they are about to demand the fulfilment of the original 
compact. If there be one feature in our well-contrived and complicated system of government which 
justly demands the admiration of the world, upon which the eye of the patriot loves to gaze, and the 
hopes of millions of freemen in both hemispheres seem to be suspended, it is that contrivance in the 
great work of the Constitution by which one general and so many subordinate and local sovereignties, 
all of them so many orbs, differing from each other in magnitude and splendor, most wonderfully move 
together in “concerted and harmonious action,” diffusing the blessings of the light of knowledge and 
of civil and religious liberty over a portion of the globe made up of a people dissimilar and heterogeneous 
In their habits, and differing from each other in almost everything but in their innate love of liberty. 
Let not, then, the harmony, order, and connexion by which our comprehensive scheme of representative 
Governments has been hitherto preserved be interrupted by the falling of any of the orbs from their 


VOL. V: 92 8B 











730 FINANCE. [No. 819, 





spheres; but let “their motions and their influences be all so regulated and exercised that, whilst 
they shall in a very intelligible and striking Imanner declare the wisdom” of their great author, the 
convention, and forever “constitute the magnificent heralds of a praise” which belongs to that body 
to which neither speech nor language is adequate, they shall at the same time distribute all that jg 
necessary for the political health, comfort, and security of all the inhabitants of the United States. 

In the opinion, however, of your committee, this harmony of the several State Governments can 
only be preserved by the promptest notice by the State Legislatures of any infraction of the Constitution 
however unimportant it may appear at the time in its effects upon the general community. Ina system 
by which so many political bodies are to be in constant motion, the most trifling aberration of any one 
from the circuit in which it is designed to move breaks up the great design. It thus becomes a high 
duty in every State Legislature to use its best exertions to bring back the Government to its first prin- 
ciples whenever it departs from the compact; aud this it may always do with calmness, with moderation, 
and yet with becoming firmness. If the United States Government can construct one road or canal 
within the body of a State, it may construct a thousand, and thus draw within the vortex of its influence 
what properly belongs to the States. If Congress can expend one thousand dollars to purposes not 
enumerated in the Constitution, it may expend a hundred millions; and in this way so increase its 
patronage, by jobs and contracts, as to leave little or nothing for the subordinate authorities to do. If 
Congress can promote the domestic manufactures of some States, it can, with the same propriety, 
encourage, at its caprice, northern or southern agriculture, or other branches of internal industry, and 
thus constantly impinge upon the local concerns of the States. If it can legislate in one way on the 
colored population of the United States, it may legislate in various other ways. If, in a word, the General 
Government is to use constructive powers, or can pass any laws but such as are necessary and proper to 
the execution of its enumerated powers, then is the object of the enumeration of powers in the instrument 
defeated. In stepping across the boundaries of power presented by the Constitution there are no degrees 
in the guilt of that Government which is the trespasser, whether the trespass be committed by the State 
or the Federal authorities. It is the intention which accompanies the act which constitutes the crime; 
and this intention is as much embodied into the guilt of usurpation if one dollar be taken out of the 
pockets of our citizens to encourage a monopoly as if Congress by one “fell swoop” were to prostrate all 
the powers of the State Legislatures. 

If there be an evil in our country the anticipation of which we ought to dread, and which, if it ever 
were to take place, would destroy civil freedom itself, it is that which would consolidate all the influence 
which is now distributed between so many States into the hands of the Federal Government. From the 
consolidation of all influence, the transition is natural and easy to the consolidation also of all power. Such 
a Government, in a country where the interests of its different sections must be more or less dissimilar, 
would be the worst species of tyranny which a minority of some States could possibly endure by the 
oppression of others. The only remedy, as your committee have already observed, is for the State 
Legislatures to be watchful, and to remonstrate with Congress when necessary. That the period has 
arrived when remonstrance is not only proper, but its neglect would be a crime, seems to be the voice of 


South Carolina. 
The committee, in conformity with the above report, recommend the adoption of the following 


resolutions: 

1. Resolved, That the Constitution of the United States is a compact between the people of the different 
States with each other, as separate independent sovereignties; and that, for any violation of the letter or 
spirit of that compact by the Congress of the United States, it is not only the right of the people, but of 
the Legislatures who represent them to every extent not limited, to remonstrate against violations of the 
fundamental compact. 

2. Resolved, Tiat the acts of Congress known by the name of the tariff laws, the object of which is not 
the raising of revenue or the regulation of foreign commerce, but the promotion of domestic manufactures, 
are violations of the Constitution in its spirit, and ought to be repealed. 

3. Resolved, That Congress has no power to construct roads and canals in the States for the purposes 
of internal improvements, with or without the assent of the States in whose limits those internal improve- 
ments are made; the authority of Congress extending no further than to pass the “necessary and proper 
laws” to carry into execution their enumeratud powers. 

4, Resolved, That the American Colonization Society is not an object of national interest, and that 
Congress has no power, in any way, to patronize or direct appropriations for the benefit of this or any 
other society. 

5, Resolved, That our Senators in Congress be instructed, and our Representatives requested, to continue 
to oppose every increase of the tariff with a view to protect domestic manufactures, and all appropriations 
to the purposes of internal improvements of the United States, and all appropriations in favor of the 
Colonization Society, or the patronage of the same, either directly or indirectly, by the General Government. 

6. Resolved, That the Governor be requested to transmit copies of this preamble and resolutions to 
the Governors of the several States, with a request that the same be laid before the Legislatures of their 
respective States; and also to our Senators and Representatives in Congress, to be by them laid before 
Congress for consideration. 


Senate, Wednesday, December 12, 182’. 


Resolved, That the Senate agree to the report. Ordered that it be sent to the House of Representatives. 
JOB JOHNSON, C. 8. 


Ix tHE House or Representatives, December 19, 182°. 


Resolved, That the House do concur with the Senate in the foregoing resolutions. Ordered that they 


be returned. 
By order of the House: R. ANDERSON, C. . R. 


The State of South Carolina, by his excellency John Taylor, Governor and Commander-in-chief in and over 
the State aforesaid, to all to whom these presents shall come: 


Whereas I have diligently and carefully compared the preamble and resolutions (in writing) hereunto 
annexed and appended with the original of said preamble and resolutions as contained in the archives of 
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the Senate of the State of South Carolina, as well as with the minutes of the proceedings had on the same 
in the House of Representatives of the said State: 

Now know ye that the said writing hereunto annexed and appended, containing thirty pages, is a true 
and perfect copy of the preamble and resolutions adopted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the State of South Carolina in December last, and that the extracts from the minutes of the proceedings 
had thereon are also true; and that Job Johnson is clerk of the Senate aforesaid, and that R. Anderson is 
clerk of the House of Representatives aforesaid. 

Given under my hand and the seal of the State, in Columbia, this first day of January, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-eight, and in the fifty-second year of the Independence 


of the United States of America. 
JOHN TAYLOR. 





By the Governor: 
° R. H. Warine, Deputy Secretary of State, 
For Robert Stark, Secretary of State. 
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REGULATIONS FOR GOODS TRANSPORTED COASTWISE FOR DRAWBACK. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 14, 1828, 


Mr. Campretine, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was referred a resolution of the 7th instant, 
instructing them to inquire into the expediency of repealing the 37th section of an act passed March 
i, 1823, and of extending one of the provisions of that act to merchandise transported by land and 
water for debenture, reported: 


The 37th section of the collection law of March 1, 18238, was originally introduced into the act of 
April 20, 1818. It requires that all merchandise transported coastwise, whether for drawback or 
consumption, if in the packages in which it may have been imported, shall be accompanied by an extract 
from the invoice, verified by the oath of the importer, and certified under the official seal of the Collector. 
This provision was found to be very inconvenient in practice and utterly useless as an additional guard 
to the revenue; and the committee which revised this act in 1823, with the approbation of the Treasury, 
omitted it in the bill reported. It was afterwards added upon motion of a member, and now forms the 
last section of the act. Further experience proves that it answers no useful purpose and affords no 
additional security to the revenue. Such a provision is very properly applied to merchandise transported 
for the benefit of drawback, because in issuing debentures it is necessary to identify the merchandise 
on which the duty may have been paid or secured; and these cases are accordingly provided for in the 
80th section of the act of March 2, 1799, and in the 29th section of the act of March 1, 1823. The 37th 
section of the latter act was designed to be applied to other merchandise than that which was transported 
for debenture. It is probable this provision was intended to enable our revenue officers to discriminate 
between merchandise which had been regularly entered and that which had been smuggled. But to 
accomplish that object the provision should be extended to millions of packages which are constantly in 
transportation throughout the country, and for which our laws require no certificate whatever. If the 
provision was designed to detect packages which had been smuggled into the country, it should rather 
follow those which travel into the interior; for it is not at all probable that such merchandise would be 
transported coastwise to invite the inspection of our custom-house officers. As a guard against smug- 
gling, the provision is a mere nullity, from the facility with which it may be evaded. If the merchandise 
be changed from one package to another, or if even a piece be taken out, the provision does not apply to 
the case. It is impossible for any custom-house officer to know or to ascertain whether merchandise be 
in the packages in which it was originally imported, and the owner’s oath to the contrary places it 
beyond the reach of the provision. Before the introduction of this section all merchandise, whether in 
foreign packages or not, was liable to seizure upon suspicion of having been illicitly introduced into the 
country, and it is so still, without the provision in question. 

If it was practicable to enforce this section it would give infinite trouble. A merchant who may 
import 500 packages of merchandise might be obliged to visit the custom-house 500 times, give 500 
extracts from his invoice, and take 500 oaths; and the Collector might be obliged to issue 500 certificates 
under his official seal. The House can judge of the extent of the operation of this section if executed, 
and of the time and expense which would be uselessly wasted in certifying that the duty had been paid 
or secured on merchandise which, from the very nature of the case, must have been regularly entered. 
To avoid all this unnecessary trouble, those who understand the law are obliged to break their packages 
or to transfer the merchandise into other packages. There are many, however, who know nothing about 
this provision, and who are obliged to go through all its forms. But the greatest injury resulting from 
it falls on merchants from our interior, who are, from their residence, presumed to be less acquainted with 
our revenue laws. They make their purchases generally in New York; their merchandise is shipped 
coastwise, and they return home through some inland route. A month after their return, and perhaps at 
the moment when they are expecting to receive their merchandise for the annual sales of the season, they 
are informed by their correspondent at some one of the ports, as the case may be, on the Atlantic, that 
some of the packages are detained because they were not accompanied by the certificate requirrd in the 
3ith section of the act of March 1, 1823; and there they must remain until the owner can write to New 
York for the necessary certificate, and transmit it perhaps to New Orleans. If this provision afforded 
substantially any additional security to the revenue, the committee would be cautious in recommending 
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its repeal, notwithstanding all its inconvenience; but they are satisfied that it is injurious to commerce 
and unnecessary to the revenue. 

The 28th section of the same act allows merchandise for drawback to be transported coastwise from 
the district into which it was imported to two other districts. By the use of the word coastwise, the 
section has been construed, and no doubt properly, to embrace only such merchandise as may be trang. 
ported by sea, and not to that transported by land, or by land and water. It was no doubt intended to 
extend the privilege to all merchandise transported for debenture upon such routes as were authorized 
by law, whether coastwise or inland, and such a modification of the act is recommended. 

The committee accordingly submit for the consideration of the House a bill repealing the 37th 
section of the act of March 1, 1823, and to amend the 28th section of that act. 
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AGAINST INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 15, 1828. 
Anti-tariff meeting of the citizens of Lancaster district, S. C. 


At avery numerous and respectable adjourned meeting of the citizens of Lancaster district, S. C,, 
Colonel John Montgomery was called to the chair, and John Sims appointed secretary. The committee, 
to wit, A. Perry, Colonel N. Barber, Dr. B. Jones, Captain Wm. McKenna, L. R. Gibson, R. W. Gill, and 
John Montgomery, appointed at a former meeting for that purpose, presented the following memorial, 
which was read, and unanimously adopted: 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 


The memorial of the citizens of Lancaster district, South Carolina, respectfully showeth: That your 
memorialists, in common with their southern brethren, have viewed with reasonable apprehension the 
oppressive and unequal effect of the system of protecting duties, almost amounting to prohibition of trade 
and fair exchange with foreign Powers, necessarily increasing the price of articles the southern States are 
compelled to consume, and in the same proportion diminishing the price of the raw material which they 
have for barter or exchange. Thus the proceeds of the husbandman’s honest industry is sacrificed, without 
a sufficient equivalent, to the avarice and interest of the manufacturer. 

Your memorialists most cheerfully acquiesce in the imposition of any duties, however oppressive, that 
are necessary to the support of Government; but such as are designed for the purpose of protecting one 
part of the community to the manifest injury of all others, they most solemnly, yet respectfully, remonstrate 
against, as unjust, unequal, and iniquitous. 

Your memorialists beg leave to submit to your honorable body that, on the most careful investigation 
and correct estimate, founded on experiment, they have ascertained that no southern farmer, however 
attentive and successful, clears more than three per cent. on his capital, and a large majority do not 
average one per cent. at the present price of produce. 

Your memorialists will not descant on the constitutionality of the tariff, but respectfully submit, 
whether Government, after ten years of protection extended to the manufacturers by the repeated increase 
of duties on imports, should not only withhold further protection, but, in their wisdom, deliberate on the 
justice and propriety of decreasing the duties at present imposed on many articles of foreign growth and 
manufacture. 

Your memorialists will ever pray. 

JOHN MONTGOMERY, Chairman. 


On motion of L. R. Gibson, it was 
Resolved, That the memorial be printed, and that the member to Congress from this election district 
be furnished with a copy thereof; and that the members to the State Legislature from this district be 


furnished with copies thereof ; also, 
Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be published in the Camden Journal, Columbia Tele- 


scope, Cheraw Spectator, and Carolina Gazette. 
JOHN MONTGOMERY, Chairman 


Joun Sms, Secretary. 
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IN FAVOR OF INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 21, 1828. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 


The undersigned, citizens of Boston and its vicinity, respectfully represent: That after all that has 
been laid before Congress and the public on the subject of a further protection and encouragement of the 
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domestic growth of wool and manufacture of woolen fabrics, they should have submitted the subject to 
the wisdom of the Legislature, without any further representations respecting it, had it not been intimated 
to Congress, in a memorial of their fellow-citizens of this city and its vicinity, that the former memorials 
to Congress from this part of the country, in favor of a further encouragement of this branch of production, 
expressed only the opinions of an “interested and organized minority;” that any further increase of duties 
upon imported woolens and other articles would be highly injurious to the great body of the community; 
and that such is believed to be the “ prevalent, if not the general, opinion of judicious and intelligent 
persons of this part of the United States.” 

In reply to these representations, the undersigned respectfully state it as their ‘sincere belief” that 
a very large majority of the people of this city and vicinity, after repeated and most mature examination 
of this subject, are decidedly of opinion that a further protection to the domestic production of the raw 
material and the manufacture of woolens is called for by the great and permanent interest of the whole 
country; and they think they may safely say that among those who entertain this opinion there are, at 
at least, some who may be considered “judicious and intelligent persons.” 

It has been intimated that many of the most discreet manufacturers are opposed to an increase of 
these duties. ‘There may be some persons concerned in some of the various branches of domestic manu- 
facture who are thus opposed; but, upon the most diligent inquiry, we have not been able to find any 
persons, among those within our knowledge, practically acquainted with the state of this branch of 
manufacture, who are opposed to the increase of these duties. 

In some of the publications upon this subject it has been urged upon Congress that the advantages 
of England for carrying on this manufacture are so superior that it is greatly for the interest of the United 
States to depend on foreign supply, and that this country would thereby annually save many millions of 
dollars. The measure thus virtually proposed, and gravely and strenuously urged upon Congress and the 
country, therefore, is, that the duties on imports should be reduced, and the whole flood of goods, of all 
descriptions, from all parts of the world, be freely admitted, especially from those countries which admit a 
very small list of our raw products in return. We are told that in this way clothing and other articles of 
convenience and necessity will come very low to the consumers, the poor and middling classes will be 
greatly relieved of their present burdens, and the country, by thus annually saving we know not how many 
nillions, will make rapid progress in national and individual wealth. 

It is acknowledged by these very persons who thus urge the great advantages of depending upon 
foreign supply that this policy would be attended with some temporary “ inconvenience ” to the American 
manufacturers and artists; that is, their establishments would be broken up, their property annihilated, 
and themselves thrown out of employment and ruined. And then the consolatory suggestion is made that 
“there is a never-failing resource in agriculture,” and they are kindly reminded of the happy condition of 
farmers. This mode of argument has been used more particularly in relation to the woolen manufacturers; 
it is, however, equally applicable to the whole body of artists and manufacturers; for there is no principle 
in our political system whereby those concerned in the production of wool or woolens are denationalized 
and outlawed; on the contrary, the very persons who undertake to convince the nation how much it would 
augment our wealth and resources toimport our clothing, at the same time disclaim anything like “ hostility 
to manufactures,” and especially they ‘deem the manufacture of woolens the most advantageous.” 

When it is asked how we are to pay abroad for the immense additional importation, to save the 
nation these incalculable millions, no satisfactory reply is given. Our only resource for this purpose, 
after the exportation of all our bank stock and specie, is our raw products; when every man in the nation 
knows that the foreign markets will hardly bear the quantities we now send, and that any considerable 
additional quantities would depress the prices so as to diminish instead of increasing the whole aggregate 
value in foreign ports; and we might, with economy, in such case, follow the example of those Dutch 
who destroyed a part of their pepper to sustain the price of the rest. Those persons who recommend to 
the manufacturers to go and cultivate the wild lands point out no new market for the additional raw 
products thus to be supplied. Itis too evident that no such market can be found; and they therefore conclude 
with the position, that if we cannot find a foreign market for our products to pay for additional importa- 
tions “we shall cease to import.” The undeniable and irresistible facts lead to this conclusion: The 
country, then, is to save these many millions by additional importations, which it has no means to pay for, 
and which it therefore cannot make. 

It is unnecessary to dwell upon the common-place maxims on the subject of open competition and 
free trade. Whatever might be the effect of a policy founded on these maxims in some imaginary state 
of the world, it is too evident to be disputed that, in the actual state of things, no nation of the civilized 
world can act upon these maxims without bringing upon itself inevitable and total ruin. Though it 
should be demonstrated that if all the combatants were to throw away their shields the combat would be 
just as equal and much more economical, it would be preposterous magnanimity in one of them to act 
singly upon this notion. 

We are told, however, that moderate duties afford the best and surest encouragement. If those who 
use this argument admit that we are to give encouragement to useful manufactures, and especially those of 
woolen, which are acknowledged to be the most useful and important, then the whole general argument 
is at an end, and the only question is, what mode and degree of encouragement are the most suitable, 
economical, and effectual for this purpose ; but if the meaning is that a hesitating, trivial encouragement 
tends the most effectually to establish a business and bring it to perfection, or is the most economical 
to the community, the proposition will not prove to be sound. The very object of encouragement is to 
induce people to undertake or continue to pursue a business. It certainly will not be said that a trifling 
encouragement will induce as many persons to go into a business, and to so great an extent, as a more 
liberal one. The only meaning of this proposition, then, is, that if too liberal encouragement is given, it 
will render a business too profitabie to those concerned in it, and so too expensive to the community, 
until the number of competitors in production is increased sufficiently to meet the demand. And this has 
not, to our knowledge, ever been denied ; and we do not believe that any manufacturer or grower of 
wool in the United States will dissent from this doctrine. 

_ _The question, after all, then, will relate to the degree of encouragement commensurate with the par- 
ticular case under consideration. To say, in general, that a moderate degree is the right one, is evidently 
as erroneous as to fix upon an excessive degree. The degree sought is the one adapted to the case, and 
neither moderate nor excessive. When the nation declares it to be for the general advantage that a 
certain branch of production should be pursued or continued in the country, and offers it protection for 
this purpose, it does mean, undoubtedly, to put the business upon such a footing that those who embark 
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their property, industry, skill, and prospects in it shall stand an equal and fair chance in comparison 
with the industry, capital, and skill of the community generally. And if, from any error in calculation or 
unforeseen event, it proves that the business has not been put upon such a footing, it follows that the 
intended and supposed degree of encouragement has not been given. ae 

This is precisely the case with the woolen business; and the question is, whether the additiona] 
encouragement necessary to sustain and perfect it shall be given, or whether, by leaving it to strugele 
with obstacles too great to be overcome, it is to be prostrated, and the parties interested and the com- 
munity subjected to the loss of the immense amount of property invested in it, and the immense amount 
of industry dependent upon it, together with all the skill and arts that have been accumulated in the 
country, at an incalculable expenditure, for its prosecution. With the destruction of this branch of 
industry must be annihilated the capital invested in innumerable flocks of sheep, the collection of which, 
from great distances in this country, and from Spain, Germany, and other countries abroad, has cost the 
agriculturists and the country a vast outlay. 

Some persons treat this whole interest as quite an inconsiderable matter, and seem to think that the 
temporary importation of cloths at a lower price is an adequate compensation to the country for this vast 
waste and destruction of the national capital and resources. But we cannot believe this to be the pre- 
vailing public opinion ; there is, indeed, sufficient evidence that it is not so. If the interest and welfare 
of the country call for this sacrifice, we have no doubt that our fellow-citizens interested in the growing 
or manufacture of wool will be as ready to make it as any body of men in the community. We do not, 
however, believe that the public welfare calls for this devastation; but, on the contrary, we are well 
convinced that the public interest is the same with their interest. 

We know it has been said that a great part, as much as three-quarters, of our woolens were of 
domestic manufacture, out of domestic wool, when the duties were only five per cent.; and it is asserted 
at the same time that as great or a greater proportion will be so supplied, though no alteration should be 
made in the tariff. In this estimate the domestic household manufacture is included, which is well known 
to have constituted our only resource until the late war, with the exception, we believe, of one small 
establishment near Hartford, mentioned in Mr. Hamilton’s well known report on the subject of domestic 
industry. We are told, also, that a large part of our consumption is now supplied in the same way; and 
the same persons who make this statement estimate that the country loses, in consequence of the present 
duties, 38, 58, 74, or 80 per cent. upon its whole amount of the domestic production of woolen cloths. For 
ourselves, we are at a loss to see how those who make their cloths out of their own wool in their own 
housés are in any way affected by the tariff. It costs them no more days’ labor to make their cloths now 
than it did in 1792. The great improvements in manufacture, introduced into the country at the expense 
of the woolen manufacturers, and the great improvements in the breed of sheep, introduced at the expense 
of the extensive wool-growers, have enabled them to make better cloth with the same labor. What con- 
fidence, then, can be placed in the estimates by which it would appear that the country is now losing some 
millions, more or less, by these very household manufactures ? 

But it is the very persons who used formerly to carry on household manufactures, and who have 
ceased to do so, that apyfly to Congress, from all parts of the country, to raise the duty on imported 
woolens ; and for the reason, that if the duty is low they shall be compelled to go back to the household 
manufacture. While the manufattures of wool, as well as other branches of useful manufacture, are 
sustained and continue to be scattered throughout the country, the farmers can clothe the families better 
and cheaper by the exchange of their agricultural products in the domestic markets thus created for them. 
They do not ask the Government for a regulation to make cloths cheap, which will, at the same time, strip 
them of the means of buying those cheap cloths. 

As to the question whether the establishments can be supported at the present rate of duties, there 
is but one opinion amongst those acquainted with the subject. They all agree that it is impracticable. 
Many persons not personally interested in the question, but having a good knowledge of the circum- 
stances, concur in this opinion, and if we had no other evidence we should put some confidence in their 
statements. But the facts are stated upon which this opinion is founded. The best investments in the 
broadcloth establishments cannot be now sold for over fifty or sixty per cent. of the actual cost. The 
most material facts, however, appear in the tariff itself. 

The advantagé given to our manufacturers over foreign competitors in our market has been stated 
by some at 58, by others at 74, and by others at even 80 per cent.; and they proceed to say that a busi- 
ness which cannot be sustained by such encouragement deserves to be broken up; as if there was any- 
thing like such encouragement given by the tariff of 1824 to the domestic woolens. The duty upon these 
goods is thirty-three per cent.; that upon wool thirty. The expense of the wool is, on an average, over 
one-half of the cost of the cloth to our manufacturers, though, from statements recently laid before the 
public, it would appear to be but two-thirteenths. The preference given to the domestic over foreign 
cloth is thus reduced at once to about eighteen per cent. of the foreign price, and between twelve and four- 
teen per cent. of the price in our own market. This appears from the inspection of the tariff. The advan- 
tage in favor of our manufacturers is still less than this, since the freight of imported wool is about four 
times that of the quantity of cloth it would make, and the domestic manufacturer has to pay the freight 
on the wool, or a price sufficient to cover it; whereas the foreign manufacturer is only subjected to freight 
on the cloth. The operation of the tariff is, therefore, to make the wool in our markets fifty per cent. 
higher than in the English, and such have been the actual sales, by one house in Boston, of more than 
360,000 pounds of wool imported from Europe during the past year. The comparative cost of the mate- 
rial, then, to the domestic and foreign manufacturer, instead of being as 13 to 10, as the tariff would 
show it, is, in fact, as 15 10 10. It is evident, then, what a very small advantage the present tariff gives 
to our own manufacturers over foreign competitors, and this in a business which, to be carried on to any 
advantage to the public, requires very large investments in the commencement, and which, as yet, is 
comparatively new, for industry and capital have been extensively turned to this channel only a few 
years, and it would be asking too much of American industry and skill so soon to bring to perfection and 
reduce to the most economical system of production a manufacture requiring so numerous a body of 
skilful workmen and so long a train of auxiliary arts. The advantage thus possessed by our manufac- 
turers does not amount to one-half of the difference in the value of money in this country and England. 
These are not facts lying merely within the knowledge of manufacturers, and for which we have only 
their authority; the evidence of them is accessible to every member of the community. Where, then, are 
those many millions which are represented to be annually paid by the country for the benefit of the 
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woolen manufacturers? The wonder is, not that this business is depressed, but that the skill and industry 
of the country has been able to sustain it at all under these disadvantages. 

It is said, however, that we import but a small portion of the wool manufactured in the country. 
This proportion bas been represented not to be over four or five per cent. This estimate is considered to 
pe much too low. There has been imported from Europe, in the single port of Boston, within the past 
five weeks, 450,000 pounds, in addition to the previous importations and sales. But it is immaterial to 
the present question whether this proportion is four or forty per cent. Is the operation of the present 
tariff such as to bring the material to our manufacturers fifty per cent. above its cost to their foreign 
competitors? Of this there is no doubt. Whether this is effected by the importation of a twentieth or 
tenth part, or any other proportion, it will have the same effect in relation to the manufacture. 

When this operation of the tariff is stated by the manufacturers to show what is the actual advan- 
tage given to them in our market, they are reproached for complaining of the encouragement given to the 
wool-growers. We do not understand them to make any such complaint. They state that as long as we 
import wool the tariff has the effect of making it dearer in our markets; and that, in giving encourage- 
ment to the manufacture, regard should be had to the effect of the duty upon the price of the raw material 
in our market. They say that the encouragement given to the two branches of business should not be so 
apportioned as to defeat one, and thus ruin both. If the manufacturers are asked whether the wool 
rrowing shall be protected, or the farmers whether the manufacture shall be protected, they will make 
the same reply. They have joined in their applications from all parts of the country; they know that their 
interests are the same, and we believe that those of the whole community are the same with theirs. 

They have also asserted that it is the most economical to the country to give these branches effectual 
protection; for as soon as individuals know that they have a decided and permanent advantage over 
foreign competition, they turn their industry and capital more readily and extensively into these channels, 
and the sooner the domestic products will be reduced to the lowest prices at which the domestic resources, 
skill, industry, and improvements, can afford them. This proposition, so far from involving the absurdity 
which some persons seem to imagine, appears to us so evident as to admit of no dispute or doubt. 

It has been said that all parts of the country are not engaged in the growing or manufacture of wool, 
and therefore the protection given to these branches is partial and unequal. Is it, then, a principle that 
no art, industry, or improvement is to be introduced or favored by the Government unless it is to be 
found in every State and every county? Those who ask protection to any kind of industry ask it for 
every part of the country where the people are disposed to introduce it. There could be found no country 
in the world into every part of which every particular branch of business will be introduced. Does it 
follow from this that a country must stand still and make no improvement or progress ? 

But whatever might be the case in respect to other employments of capital and industry, the expe- 
rience of the last war demonstrates it to be of incalculable importance to the wHoLE country that we should 
be able to supply ourselves with the ordinary articles of clothing from domestic resources. We do not 
think there are many persons in any part of the country, whether cast, west, north, or south, who would 
wish to see the nation under the necessity of making a truce or granting a license, in time of war, to 
procure a supply of clothing. And at whatever rate we may estimate American skill and resources for 
this kind of production and manufacture, the experience of the last war does, we believe, fully prove that, 
for periods of peace and hostility taken together, our most economical supply is to be obtained from our 
own resources. 

Besides the difficulties, embarrassments, and distress occasioned by a want of clothing and blankets 
in time of war, we believe that the mere pecuniary losses and sacrifices brought upon the country during 
the last war, from our poverty and destitution of resources for this supply, will far exceed the whole 
expenditure to the community for establishing and perfecting these branches of production, so that we 
shall be able to export woolens as we now do cottons, and thus gain another resource for paying off those 
foreign balances which are already beginning again to accumulate against the country. 

The undersigned, therefore, respectfully represent that a regard to the national industry, resources, 
wealth, and safety, requires a further protection to these branches of production; and they earnestly 
recommend the subject to the consideration of Congress as one in which, more than any other, the 


national welfare and prosperity is concerned. 


Israel Thorndike, Jonathan Amory, 
Benjamin Bussey, Samuel Snelling, 
David Sears, Isaac G. Pray, 

John Hullard, Jonas b. Brown, 


E. N. Robbins, jr., 
John Hooper, William P. Mason, 


Jonathan Mawn, S. Whitwell, jr., 
Joseph Uead, Amos Lawrence, 


And signed by nearly five thousand other persons. 


G. Greene, 
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AGAINST [INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 21, 1828. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United Stites of America in Congress 
assembled: 
The undersigned, citizens of Plymouth and Kingston, Mass., respectfully represent: 
That, inhabiting a district of country where the interests of agriculture, commerce, and manufactures 
are practically blended, we feel towards each that favor with which men regard their means of subsist- 
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ence. We have, therefore, never been unmindful of the general policy of our Government in respect to 
these sources of national prosperity. We are now more than ever anxious, because, as it seems to us, 
your honorable body is summoned, in a manner unusual and imposing, to extraordinary legislation. 

The manufacturers of woolens now ask for an impost on woolen goods, not for the purpose of 
revenue, but prohibition. The charges of importation, with the present duty, (which is 38 per cent.,) are 
calculated to amount to 57 per cent. on these fabrics. This is not considered adequate protection; and 
it seems to be allowed that adequate protection is nothing short of an impost which shall tell, not in the 
books of the Treasury Department, but in the profit and loss account of the manufacturers. Your 
memorialists cannot consider such legislation otherwise than as impolitic and unjust. 

There have been four general revisals of the tariff, viz: in 1789, 1816, 1820, and 1824. Every such 
revisal we have viewed as the result of mutual compromise between the various interests of this extep- 
sive Confederacy. ‘To break in upon this adjustment, in any one particular, naturally creates dissatisfac- 
tion and jealousy; as in every case, more or less, it must be attended with some change of property. It 
becomes, indeed, a just cause of serious alarm when any one class, acting with combined effort, under 
pretence of a special case for favorable interference, are promoting schemes which, in their operation, 
must impair the revenue and cripple the industry of others. 

Your memorialists question the soundness of the principles assumed, and the equity of their proposed 
application, and cannot feel confidence in the visions that foretell the prosperity that will follow. The 
manufacturers have pressed so hard on the public favor as to force the other interests of the nation into 
an attitude of defence. The burden of the tax will be severely felt, because, as it is more particularly 
the object to exclude the coarse fabrics, those who are least able will pay most. 

In the present state of this country, the effect will not be manifested in the supply of labor to a 
redundant population, but in diverting people from employments in which they are satisfactorily engaged 
to another which the Government prefers. If this be the effect, as your memorialists believe, the legisla- 
tion proposed is instituting a control over the lawful private pursuits of the citizens which had better be 
left, as heretofore, to themselves. The undue favor to one employment is made up, directly or indirectly, 
of restrictions upon others, Our country’s history shows what impatience the people have always felt 
under laws restraining their individual enterprise. There has been a time when they were not permitted 
to make their own hats; and it is now proposed to check their accustomed business to oblige them to 
make their whole apparel. We are aware of some essential points of difference in the two cases, but, as 
respects the principle just referred to, they are liable to the same objection. 

In other countries avarice has craved the monopoly, and been successful in obtaining it; or an 
ignorant and indolent people may have needed the stimulant which the direct exclusion of foreign fabries 
gives to the manufacturer of their own. When once such an artificial system is erected, the demolition 
of it is fearful, as it would bring in jeopardy every other interest of the State. The fall may be more 
disastrous than the evil of its continuance. But in a country and population like our own, where there 
is no monopoly of the soil, and no want of intelligence, where lives an ever-wakeful spirit of enterprise, 
your memorialists feel the deepest conviction that the lawful occupations of the people, which in the 
aggregate constitute the wealth and prosperity of the Republic, will be best promoted by a freedom from 
legislative restraints, as far as is consistent with those principles which the Government at the beginning 
adopted and acted upon. There is no department of industry which has not passed its days of trials, 
These trials have been surmounted, and have left, as straitened circumstances always will in a wholesome 
state of morals, the impress of increased diligence, ingenuity, and economy. 

Your memorialists appreciate, with sincere gratitude, the principle that the laws are but the emana- 
But it is not to be disguised that our own is precisely that form of government 
under which a forcing, artificial system can be fixed on a secure foundation. The burden would create 
discontent, and discontent will have a remedy, unappalled by the consequences it would involve. Even 
if the principles against which we protest are abstractly and constitutionally correct, it would be the 
part of wisdom to apply them with great caution. 

Your memorialists would respectfully press on the attention of your honorable body a due considera- 
tion of the weighty objections to a frequent alteration of the tariff, or to an interference with it on partial 
grounds. We forbear a detail. It is unnecessary. When men, in order to carry on advantageously their 
private concerns, are laid under the necessity of constantly speculating on financial changes, industry 
suffers, because its attention is divided and its results are uncertain. 

We therefore request your honorable body to resist all attempts to procure an increase of the duties 


on woolens, or on any other article of foreign importation. 


JANUARY, 1828. 
NATHANIEL CARVER, 
JOSEPH BARTLETT, Jr., 
NATHANIEL M. DAVIS, 
and 288 other persons. 


tion of the people’s will. 





20TH Concress.] No 824. | 1st Sesston. 








IN FAVOR OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS OF SALT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 21, 1828. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled : 

The manufacturers of salt in the county of Kanawha, in the Commonwealth of Virginia, respectfully 

beg leave to represent: That they have witnessed, with deep solicitude, the disposition which has been 
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siinsdinamnent 
manifested in the present as well as in the last Congress, to repeal, in whole or in part, the present duty 
on imported salt. A measure threatening such serious injury to the home manufactories generally, and 
which so alarmingly involves the fortunes of your memorialists, will, they hope, render an apology 
unnecessary for offering to the consideration of your honorable body such facts and reflections as may 
tend to illustrate the question under consideration, and show the disastrous consequences which must 
follow its adoption. In performing this duty to themselves, your memorialists beg leave to advert, in the 
first place, to the more prominent facts connected with their own establishments. 

It, perhaps, ought to be premised that the salt district extends along the Great Kanawha for a distance 
of about ten miles, commencing about two miles above the mouth of Elk river, and extending up the 
Kanawha to near the mouth of Witcher’s creek. Within this distance, no instance is known of a failure 
to obtain good water on either side of the river by boring the necessary and usual depth; nor have any 
experiments (and there have been many) been attended with success, either above or below these limits, 
unless the water obtained near the mouth of Cole river, with which the experiment in the manufacture of 
galt is now making, should form an exception. The hills which bound the valley of the river throughout 
the salt district, as well above as below, are the depositories of rich, and apparently inexhaustible bodies 
of coal. In these two important materials—water strongly impregnated with salt, and fuel for its evapora- 
tion—we find all that is necessary for giving an abundant and cheap supply to any desirable extent. 

During the first settlement of the western country, salt, which had been scarcely attainable at any 
price, and which for some time thereafter commanded, on the Ohio river and its navigable branches, a price 
as high as five dollars per bushel, and fluctuated from two to three dollars for several years before the 
commencement of the Kanawha salt works, was reduced, from the supply early furnished from this quarter, 
to one dollar per bushel. And at the commencement of the last war with Great Britain, notwithstanding 
the increase of price in the foreign article, from the embargo and other interruptions to our foreign trade, 
the salt establishments on the Kanawha had so multiplied as to furnish a supply as low as from fifty to 
sixty-two and a half cents per bushel. 

In November, 1814, when salt was selling at from five to six dollars per bushel in many of the Atlantic 
towns, and when the exchange between the merchant and the farmer was two barrels of flour for a bushel 
of salt, the Kanawha manufactories, keeping pace with the increased demand occasioned by the loss of 
our commerce abroad, produced weekly 12,000 bushels of salt, and supplied the wants of the country at 
seventy-five and eighty-seven and a half cents per bushel.* During the whole of that second struggle 
for independence, so important were the Kanawha supplies, that the price never rose beyond a dollar per 
bushel, except in a very few instances, at the manufactories; while much the larger proportion made 
during this period was sold at from seventy-five to eighty-seven and a half cents per bushel. The army 
of the northwest was, in a great measure, dependent for salted provisions on the Kanawha manufactories; 
and although contractors and speculators may, in some instances, have received exorbitant prices for the 
article, it is confidently believed that the operations of that army could not have been conducted to the 
brilliant close of its campaign on the river Thames without this source of supply. 

Shortly after the war it was found necessary to discontinue many of the wells previously in use, as the 
only means of keeping the quantity manufactured within the limits of the demand for the article, at prices 
defraying the expense of production. This precautionary measure did not, however, long secure the manu- 
facturer from a depression in price below what would reimburse his expenditure and leave a moderate profit 
on the capital employed. The depression of the salt business on the Kanawha was owing to two causes: 

First. The establishment of other works, in the western country, which although not as favorably 
situated in relation to the strength of water and facilities of fuel, yet were, from their local situation, 
enabled to supply districts of country which before had received Kanawha salt, at much less expense in 
the transportation. 

Secondly, and mainly. The want of return cargoes for our shipping engaged in foreign commerce 
induced their lading with salt, either as ballast, or at a very small freight. The disproportion between 
the outward and inward bound cargoes of the vessels engaged in the Orleans trade occasioned; a very 
sensible increase in the quantity of salt brought into that port, and a consequent diminution in the price. 
The steamboats, multiplying on our western waters, found, in the bulky prcducts of our extensive and 
fruitful country, abundant employment in their descending voyages; but the return cargo, although perhaps 
equal in value, occupied much less of the tonnage of the vessel, and salt became the general article with 
which the cargo was made up. A very small freight, or the prospect of a small profit on the price at 
New Orleans, was preferable to returning empty, or nearly so. So strongly did these causes, and particu- 
larly the latter, operate upon the Kanawha manufactories, that, during the year 1825, salt frequently seld 
at the salt works as low as from fifteen to twenty cents a bushel, in casks well nailed and ready for 
shipping; and, in the year 1826, the article further depreciated, and was sometimes sold as low as twelve 
cents per bushel. So ruinous had the business become, that in the beginning of the year 1827 many of 
the furnaces were discontinued, and the business reduced in extent. The diminished operation now 
carrying on is shown by the table appended, marked A, from which it will be perceived that the number 
of furnaces in operation during the past year was fifty-six. The same table shows that nine furnaces 
remained idle throughout the year. It ought here to be remarked, that the entire number of salt wells is 
sixty-one—of capacity sufficient to furnish a supply of water for near 100 furnaces; and that the restricted 
demand alone prevents the profitable employment of this excess of water already obtained, and the creation 
of new supplies by sinking new wells. The quantity of salt manufactured within the year is shown to 
be 787,000 bushels. The cost of manufacturing, barrelling, &c., is ascertained to be nineteen and a half 
cents per bushel; that it is sold by the manufacturers at prices averaging twenty-five cents per bushel; 
that, in the production of this quantity of salt, employment is given to four hundred and seventy-one 
regular laborers; and if those employed in cooking, washing, &c., be added, the number will exceed five 
hundred; that one million six hundved and ninety-five thousand bushels of coal are annually drawn from 
the bowels of the earth, and consumed in the evaporation of near sixty-four millions of gallons of water. 
The difference between the cost of production and the selling price will be found to be five and a half 
cents per bushel, producing an aggregate of profit equal to forty-three thousand two hundred and eighty- 
five dollars. This sum, when applied to the capital employed, amounting, as shown by the same table, to 
$548,000, gives an annual interest of less than eight per cent., without any allowance for the coal and 
water annually consumed. oa 

It may not be uninteresting to examine this branch of industry with reference to its influence on 
other pursuits. It gives employment, as has been seen, to more than five hundred persons, who are 
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principally drawn from agriculture, a pursuit which evinces the excess to which it is carried by the low 
prices of every article which it produces, and converts that number from growers into consumers of the 
products of the soil. It also confers more direct and important advantages on this very general pursuit 
by creating a market for $47,600 worth of agricultural produce. The mechanic arts are not less inyic. 
orated by these establishments. One hundred and thirty thousand barrels are annually wanted, in which 
salt is packed for exportation, and which cost about $32,000. This item of expenditure gives activity and 
comfort to a great number of families near the shores of the Ohio and Kanawha rivers, and confers value 
on the timber of our forests, which, but for this demand, would be entirely useless. Arks, or flat-bottomed 
boats, are required in considerable numbers, and to about the same amount, for the transportation of the 
salt; the building of which gives profitable employment to the owners of saw-mills, as well as to the 
mechanics whose skill and industry are engaged in their formation. Less extensive, but not less useful 
are the employments given to the blacksmith, the wagon-maker, and various other artisans, whose annual 
bills amount to near $8,000. ~ 

That important branch of industry, the manufacture of iron, derives, perhaps, more aid from the 
capital employed in salt making, than from an equal amount devoted to any other pursuit. Each salt 
furnace requires, in its erection, about sixty tons of cast iron, in kettles, pans, grates, bars, &c., costing 
from sixty to seventy dollars per ton; about half a ton of bar iron, which now commands in the markets 
on the Ohio river one hundred and twenty dollars per ton, and to which is to be added between twenty- 
four and twenty-five tons of wrought iron, and near one hundred and twenty tons of castings, annually 
required by the aggregate of the furnaces for repairs and for replacing worn out and damaged articles, 

It is a matter of regret that more accurate knowledge is not possessed of the various quantities of 
salt made in the different parts of the United States. By the reports of the marshals, made in the year 
1810, it appears that the quantity manufactured annually was then 1,238,365 bushels, worth $1,149,725,* 
But the quantity has evidently greatly increased since that period. In attempting an estimate of the 
quantities now annually produced by the home manufacturers, in addition to those that are ascertained, 
entire certainty cannot be arrived at, but the following will be, probably, found reasonably correct: 

Bushels. 


At the Kanawha salt works, (A)........... aa ahaa GN hi tole eae a ad le el ee ak 787,000 
At the salt works in the county of Washington, Va., (supposed).............cceeeeeeeeeee 300,000 
At eeerits, Penn, meer Pitthbarg, (etpponed) ...... 6. ccc ce csciis ccawcscceceesses 300,000 
In the State of Ohio, Muskingum, (supposed).............0..0.0005 REDE ROE Rd WI 150,000 
See eee ee he CPen, MURS, CONIIOROT) «5.5.0 «05 5:0:5:00n 0500 sec ac0 eae s Hanes esse sees 15,000 
In the State of Ohio, Yellow creek, (B)....... a ee Geb tadeabtskeek bic renecawntesees 60,000 
eC ON WR (Obi cad kv Sadbie sd tees cee seeeeseuesewennnws 16,000 
At Big Sandy, Cabell county, Va........... Pees MG ease akan cmathieu 10,000 
rr CE. ora bed Canes sh RS eOWARSONSRAVEREREERSA $90 ei wRER SS 20,000 
At Illinois Salines, (D)..... Se ee eT TENT TL TT eee TT TORE ETO ET OTC TOT Tee eT ree 100,000 
At Meeweme, Ky., (%) ............... ee ee Teer ee jawee’s [cee R ee NESEe Rims 115,000 
At Goose creek, Ky ........ [LeR ORS OEE FSET SEER ENOESA 6D ORCA WEEE ER EA HHRE ORES 100,000 
At Little Sandy, Ky., (supposed) ............. Se ee eT TORE Te Tee eT ee ee 20,000 
At Ohio Salines, (supposed) ........... Pink auate einnhiys Pee Te eT eT eT Tee Tee ee 20,000 


The extensive works of New York, (supposed to produce upwards of).................--++ 1,000,000 
Along the coast of the eastern States, from sea water, from recent (supposed) estimates, (F) — 600,000 
From the various small manufactories in the United States, not included in the above, (sup- 


og ee ree ee eee eee T ET eee Tere ee ieee.  _—ae 
MEE Ci 4ae hada c asa eens Dkpexekws PGke bd Gahebbeveeneee eee. Bee 

From the Treasury Report of the 26th of February, 1827, the importations of the year ending 
30th September, 1826, amounted to...... paint WS rabneteke Shoe es Keds Cities ee 
DE 6 ase doe sbeeccbee ew kteakees (iveckyebeb sae eke? (MLE eae See 
ee LEG EARMRAREREES Sr NE a eslee Kes Os i aa, Wee 


If the capital employed at the other domestic works bears the same relation to the quantity of salt 
produced by them which is found to exist at the Kanawha Salines, the entire investment can be but little 
short of three millions of dollars; and if the employment of labor is in the same ratio, the persons engaged 
in salt making must be upwards of four thousand. 

The very heavy importations of salt, which will be disclosed by the following table, (compiled from 
the Treasury Reports,) while the domestic as well as the foreign article has depreciated in price in every 
quarter of the country, very clearly evinces the inadequacy of the present duty as a protection to the 
home manufacturer, and must so continue while the want of profitable return cargoes for our shipping 
engaged in foreign commerce, and a like want of upward-bound freight for our carrying vessels on the 
rivers connecting the interior with the maritime ports, continue to exist. 


* Niles’ Weekly Register, vol. 6, p. 330. 
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Abstract showing the quantity of salt imported into the United States from the commencement of the Government 
to the 30th of September, 1826. 


| 

















Year. Bushels im- Duties. Year. Bushels im- Duties. 
ported. ported. 

From the commencement of the Government From January 1 to December 31, 1810.....-).... cccecccecs|sccceeccccecce 
to the 3lst of December, 1791......... sess 5, 257, 456 $630, 895 RID saidal aaisicacwss, MTs cosine OR Gabe? bp vena dane naaslcenquneeaass 
From January 1 to December 31, 1792...... 1,779,510 213,541 MO Wcascucuawtaduect we casa aeee sceues tices caseweuacutvaas@ees) cdc 
D0... scccccees o0000Os secs l (0ceeee 2, 027, 332 247,622 DO vecese cece cece e AO, coeee IBIS. ccee | Lo. cece cecees|sceeeesecc cece 

990 oc0cvesccee cece UR ee kc peer 2,958, 411 361, 128 DO ucccncsewesnesesOOescueclOltectee. 379, 112 $75. 822 
DGincscsecc sane esvclOcacceasl lod vceos 2, 823, 718 345, 770 DO vcccsiececcesccssdOscccee IBIS. 0600: 4,311, 763 855, 449 


DO... cccccecccccees dO. c000cel 796.000. 3,670,077 443, 550 DO ccccsccessccecehO. cree 1816 cece 5, 367,470 1,076,933 
DO 10. coccccccccce dO. eevee LT97 .oeee 2,977, 902 391, 134 D0. cccce covcccccesdO .ccoeeolSl7. oo. 2,975,995 598, 496 
DO veces v0000c000sdO. cocece 1198 :.c0ee- 2, 755, 524 544, 206 Mi scctetcavescocesUNcagacestonove sce 3,557, 925 714, 466 
D0 00000 0000.00000s00sccccesl (I0cceces 2,513,411 488,617 || DO .covcccee 00 000:dO.ccceecl8l9. cece. 3, 823, 410 765, 537 
DaGla ss ecebesceedOsccerecLOU0aswe 3, 421,819 687, 387 || DOS acccaiseiccocscesd@nvvee: shGee aces 4,019, 569 803, 913 
D0. occ coceeeceesdO. coeves 180). e000. 3,608, 948 686, 454 DO 00000 c0ccce ceed seccee LE21 . 000. 3, 121, 847 624, 369 
DO icin oasie voces 6006000000000 10020006 3,872, 905 792, 838 || DOsccccdaccascscesdOsaccsacl@etsvess: 5,538, 323 707, 664 
DO) weiiceccccccrsy dOcessveol Ua reces. 3, 542, 872 721,355 || DO .ccseeseesceees 0.6.00. 1823...06. 4, 449, 740 889,948 


DO aces vcveceessesOrevssesl00Scccecs 3, 433, 996 686, 799 || DO .oeeeeseeeneeeeedO.ceeee s 1824 .see0, 3, 092, 092 618, 410 
POsswas possess seed resaaeulolacenss. 3, 782, 328 765, 804 || DO cose ceceee seer seeeee L825 .c00e, 4,578, 538 915, 707 
WO casiscccessetsved@rscessLO0Gccesse), 4,962: 704 862, 694 DO ..ceeeeeeeceeeesdO .seeeee 1826 .ee00. 4,564, 720 912, 944 
BO cece ceeeeciecsclO sveeus cl OU losses 597, 033 731,508 
DO ucesssicaecs(seeusdOcuwapeicl US. 00.5% 48,954 6,017 
DOs saceaictsesaweecUOsese00c8 U9 esenes 360 42 





105, 115, 853 19, 167, 020 
































During the period embraced by the above table, the bounty on pickled fish and salted provisions 
exported from the United States amounted to $542,555. The allowance to vessels employed in the 
fisheries, to the close of the year 1819, amounted to $2,330,517. The meaus of ascertaining the subse- 
quent allowances are not at hand.* 

From the year 1800 to 1807, inclusive, a period of eight years, when our commerce and agriculture 
were in the most flourishing condition, and when but little salt was produced in the United States, the 
average importation was 3,817,825 bushels; and from 1823 to 1826, inclusive, when the home supply had 
risen to upwards of 4,000,000 of bushels, the average import of these four years is found to be 4,171,272 
bushels. 

The foreign trade in salt is presented in another aspect by the following abstract, formed from the 


Treasury Report of the 20th of February, 1816. 


Salt imported into the United States from the 1st of October, 1825, to the 30th of September, 1826. 





From whence imported. Quantity. Value. Cost per bushel. 





Bushels. Dollars. Cents. Mills. 
6, 482 1,227 18 


7) 


Swedish West Indies ........ SAKA clald 0 a cigsn wrslaieiaih 6 0.0.0e\6clesis sie cles ee tigies ee.ceee weseesiseebceeses 
Danish West Indies..... deeeeses bes woleoesie ST EO OE OE Oe 4,658 481 10 3 
Dutch West Indies and American CO]ONICS...... cece ccce cece cccces cone cessesececes sens sees 58,508 6, 167 10 5 
England, Isle of Man, and Berwick........seee0+ sec eeeeeeeneceecceeeeceseneceeesececeeceess 2, 354, 549 429, 932 18 3 
BecIANl ls geass ticscrcurces ceslbienbinsicies e's 0isle dlaibib:0.619 06 6.0609 seb esibe- sce cticine occcesevece cocedees 90, 666 11, 947 13 
Gibraltar ....ccccee seus edwabeeeuwsieeesiee Mises bcbeeeabenereeebewes aves me deeatesacweeece 68,773 8, 090 ll 
British West Indies ...... PPPPETTTeTTITI Cir errr ee errrrrerirr re rrr rr errr erie rere ee rere eee 979,905 108, 304 11 
British American colonies...... WalsiewwidisleiceiieWoeveleee en sess eceeige seaneseue a pele ele gael eee eiaeaisis 39, 903 6,484 16 
Hanse Towns and ports of Germany.......+++ 0 covccc cnr cccccccccesee oe cceevcce cece cores 5 2 40 


coccccce cece 15, 862 1,493 9 
2,412 402 16 
Other French ports......cseccccsccccccecesccssecssececs eee eee cere cece cess ececes ececcccees 9,759 1,052 10 
Cece rece cece ceceecccescecccc cess eovcccces 65, 756 5,279 8 
20, 080 1,892 9 
6, 334 795 12 
2, 768 373 13 
PORBINGL scion cuiewasisiolele'e Vea esiveieaee's vice sicisie.cit'ns Sale. bsi0lein 6's sib’e esiaiee.e nscisieinesewiviscceciaseeseice 749,674 84, 166 11 
ccc ce cece cccseececess 49, 950 3, 986 
12,591 994 


8 

“! 

Trieste and other Austrian ports ......cccccccecccccccccececccececree sess ssseereseseseseeeese 8,673 555 6 
coccces ccc cececcccccccens coe ee cece cececccceees 3, 348 1,000 29 


PN ies Gicttins chhechak ben asAsatianiaeenenahciinnss aeteseasadaadseeeeninaenakaaiateons 7,750 1,017 13 
ihe itaiei 6, 861 1,044 15 
seicecmabainannin 1,367 261 19 
1,086 115 10 


French European ports on the Mediterranean......sceeecccsececscvessecvecvens 
French West Indies and American Colonies 2... csececceesceeeccecscececcessccsvcesscesences 


Spain on the Atlantic ...... Suni eee sdeesiaeasieinse 
Spain on the Mediterraneath .... cccccccccccecccccccscecccccecccececccccs cocccccccecc ces cece 
RGUITiHl ory oa fa1e (p01 is 51615 i010 416 oicls)e1o/01614/ci0 a's 01s 'i0is vibielsie:0 40.0 6)el8i6'eio's.6 0lsia ewei'bic oeeeleoasieeqeetescesacens 


Other Spanish West Indies.....ccccsccrcccccccccceccccccccceccccccccsccccvcsccccesesecccccs 


REINO ANC VAC AT BTEATIUAD ino 16 5 00 50 ve 10's 1014 Wie nia eo 9's 0:9 ere ele ers 6:4\6e ev eee eese 
MED TICLE VETEAEA aie yoiciisveicta/'cik cis sioloinin oie a jcieie bleieloleleroicigics e(dleiee dibs bibisicisinns cos oe .esweiewewiceienee eens 
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Bushels. Cost. 





From Great Britain and her dependencies..........+06+ 3,533, 796 $564, 757 
From all other places......s..ccceccceccsccecccseceees 1,030, 924 102, 301 
Total. .ccccccccccccccccccccccccee 44564, 720 667,058 


* Niles’ Weekly Register, Vol. 20, p. 54, vol. 32, p. 202, and Annual Treasury Report, February 25, 1827. 
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It will be perceived that of the salt imported into the United States upwards of three-fourths of the 
entire quantity is from Great Britain and her dependencies, and that more than four-fifths of the amount 
paid for salt in foreign countries is expended in the invigoration of the industry of a people who close 
their markets upon our breadstuffs and almost the whole of our other agricultural productions; who tax 
our tobacco so as greatly to limit its consumption among them; and whose whole system of legislation ig 
calculated to sap the foundations of our manufactories, and to render us dependent on them for the most 
important articles demanded by our wants. 

The importance of cherishing the manufacturing industry of our country; of preserving the capital 
invested in manufactures which rely for their success on the continuance of the uniform principles of 
past legislation; the importance of this policy to our home trade, and its effects on our foreign commerce, 
with the influence which it may have over the destinies of the nation, whether we enjoy the blessings of 
peace or endure the calamities of war, are so ably and so justly considered in the luminous report recently 
received by Congress from the head of the Treasury Department that it would be supererogation in your 
memorialists to do more than refer to this document. 

In examining the effect which must be produced by a repeal of the duty on salt, or any serious 
reduction in that part of the revenue, we are naturally brought to inquire, what influence will this 
measure exercise over our fisheries, that nursery of American seamen and important source of national 
wealth? But, as this view of the subject will be examined with the aid of better lights and more inti- 
mate knowledge elsewhere, it will suffice to refer to the able and interesting report made by Mr. Jefferson, 
in 1791, which gave rise and permanency to the protection since received by this important branch of 
marine industry,* and to the amount of drawbacks and bounties with which the fisheries have since been 
encouraged and sustained, an encouragement which seems to depend upon the continuance of the duty 
on salt. 

It is objected to the duty on salt that it is a war tax, and ought to have terminated with the necessity 
to which its origin was owing. Whatever may have been the occasion which gave rise to the reimpo- 
sition of the duty on foreign salt, the subsequent course of the country and of the Government seems 
clearly to have recognized it as a permanent part of the revenue, and to have given it a permanency of 
character by which the citizens were encouraged to invest large sums of money in the production of a 
home supply. In support of these conclusions, your memorialists beg leave to refer to the attempt which 
was made in 1817 to reduce the duty on salt. The most serious consideration was then given to the 
proposition by Mr. Crawford, at that time at the head of the Treasury, and by a committee of the House 
of Representatives, over which that able and distinguished statesman, Mr. Lowndes, presided. On the 
5th of January, 1818, Mr. Crawford reported against the proposition, and on the 3d of March, in the 
same year, Mr. Lowndes reported, concurring in the inexpediency of the measure. 

From this period, at least, the policy of the Government was considered as settled, on the fullest 
advisement, and investments were made with the most perfect confidence in the continuance of that 
protection by which the domestic manufacture of salt was invited. 

The discussions of last winter seemed to proceed on the ground that the western manufacturers 
would be but slightly, if at all, affected by this repeal. The fallacy of this impression must yield to the 
facts which have been disclosed, and could never have been adopted had the revolution in the internal 
trade of the country, occasioned by the introduction of steam as a propelling power, been fully adverted 
to. Illustrative of the effect produced by steam navigation, and of the extent to which foreign salt now 
enters into the supply of the markets of the interior, the following facts are furnished: 

On the first day of June last there were in store at Nashville two thousand two hundred and seventy- 
six sacks of imported salt, containing upwards of four bushels each; at Louisville there were above two 
thousand sacks of the same kind; and at Cincinnati three thousand bags of coarse salt, containing two 
bushels each. Maysville and the towns above, on the Ohio river, had generally received supplies pro- 
portionably large, but the quantities were not ascertained with equal certainty; and it is a fact of general 
notoriety that the Ohio river continued in good boating order until near the middle of July, and that the 
steamboats returning from New Orleans in June and July brought up unusually large quantities of salt 
from the then scarcity of upward-bound cargoes. 

That foreign salt will continue to be distributed through the western country in large quantities, 
under the operations of the present impost, cannot be doubted when it is known that the present rate of 
freight on heavy articles from New Orleans to Louisville is fifty cents per hundred, and that in the spring 
months, when freight is scarce, much is brought up at thirty-seven and a half cents. From Louisville to 
Pittsburg the rate of transportation is usually the same as from New Orleans to the Falls; and should 
salt be cheapened, as anticipated by the friends of the repeal, to fifteen cents in our maritime ports, we 
may reasonably expect a foreign supply on the whole extent of the Ohio river at from twenty-five to 
thirty cents per bushel, until the domestic competition is put down, and whenever the revival of the home 
supply may be again attempted. 

The exorbitancy of the impost, the oppressive burden which it imposes on agriculture, and its 
unequal operations upon the country, are urged with apparent effect in favor of the repeal. If the 
present duty is regarded as a protection and encouragement of this branch of our national industry, the 
facts disclosed show that it is inadequate. That it has not increased the burdens of agriculture will be 
evidenced by a comparison of the present prices in our seaports with the rates at which it sold during 
the years when no duty was imposed. Then scarcely any domestic competition was encountered by the 
importer, and the price was regulated by mercantile avidity for profit. The home supply, now equalling 
one-half of the entire consumption, entering strongly into competition with the imported, is found to have 
cheapened the article to the consumer more effectually than the entire abolition of this impost. That 
particular and small districts of our country have not equally enjoyed the benefits of the home supply is 
ascribable to the imperfect state of our commercial intercourse with those districts; but those barriers to 
free and cheap communication are rapidly disappearing. The New York canals, now completed; the 
Ohio and Erie canal, now in a successful course of execution; the Pennsylvania connexion of the trade 
of the Alleghany and Monongahela with that of the Delaware; the Chesapeake and Ohio canal, apparently 
about to be commenced under very favorable auspices; the Baltimore railroad, designed to connect the 
northern end of the Chesapeake bay with the Ohio river; the improvements commenced by Virginia, with 
a view to commercial lines of intercourse between her western navigable waters and Hampton Roads; 
and the multiplication of vessels propelled by steam on all our navigable rivers, give the most ample 


* Niles’ Register, vol. 6, p. 283. 
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assurance of the general diffusion of domestic salt; and should we be again visited with the calamities 
of war, seriously affecting our foreign intercourse, the eastern country as well as the west may safely 
rely upon an adequate quantity of this essential article from home production, provided the existing 
manufactories are not destroyed by repealing the duties by which they are now sustained; and that, too, 
of quality and price securing the consumer against any serious inconvenience from tie loss of the foreign 
upply. 

: Pe that the western country must be deeply and injuriously affected by the repeal of the salt duty will, 
it is believed, be evident from a slight examination of the subject. At present the supply is abundant 
and the quality so improved by rigorous inspection that no difference is understood to be made between 
the foreign and domestic article by the consumer. The price nowhere exceeds fifty cents per bushel on 
the Ohio river from Pittsburg to Louisville, and on the lower Ohio and its large tributary branches it is 
believed to vary only between this sum and seventy-five cents, showing that the advance on the first cost 
parely covers the expense and risk of transportation, wharfage, drayage, storage, commissions, cooperage, 
loss on the quantity of the commodity, and a small profit to those who deal in the article. If a repeal of 
the duty enables the importer to supply the country on cheaper terms, the prostration of the home pro- 
duce must inevitably follow, and this formidable competition once overcome, no barrier will be found to 
an elevation of price far beyond the present rate. To rely on mercantile patriotism for a supply, on the 
terms to which the price of salt might be, in the first instance, reduced, would be as vain as to expect the 
revival of manufactories which foreign production might crush as soon as erected. These considerations 
apply to a period of peace and of uninterrupted foreign commerce. But what would be the condition of 
this important quarter of the country in the event of a war by which our commercial marine should 
become inactive? Stripped of a home supply of this indispensable article, great inconvenience, if not 
distress, must be experienced in the first instance, and although the pressure of such a calamity might 
reanimate the abandoned manufactories at home, that very pressure, with the uncertainty of continuance, 
must give birth to exorbitant prices. 

Ohio and Kentucky have peculiar interests which must suffer by a repeal of this duty. They have 
each salt establishments, furnishing, in exchange for other productions, extensive supplies to their people, 
and which must experience the blightening effect of unrestrained importations; and, so far as the people 
of those States are constrained to look abroad for additional quantities, Virginia is their natural and 
beneficial market. If mistaken views should induce a preference for foreign salt, money alone is the 
exchangeable commodity with which it can be obtained. On the other hand, the Kanawha manufactories 
receive annually from Kentucky and Ohio, in iron, bacon, flour, leather, corn, corn meal, barrels, furniture, 
and merchandise, an amount more than four-fold as great as the entire profits on the Virginia salt vended 
in these States. So extensive and advantageous is the intercourse between the Kanawha salt works and 
Cincinnati that the workshops of the latter furnish most of the implements and machinery required by 
the former; and could the extent of the annual supplies of merchandise from thence be ascertained, they 
would abundantly verify the importance of the Kanawha trade to that city. 

Virginia is deeply concerned in the proposed measure; and it is hoped that her able and vigilant 
statesmen will not be inattentive to the interests which she has at stake. The production of salt is among 
the few manufactures in which she has been particularly successful. She furnishes at this time more than 
one-fourth of the whole domestic supply, and possesses, on the Holstein and on the Great Kanawha, 
facilities for the manufacture of salt to an extent equal to the entire quantity which may be demanded by 
the southern and western States. To develop these sources of wealth by opening lines of commercial 
communication for the distribution of the products of her salt works has for some time been a prominent 
point in her policy. She, cannot therefore, fail to see with regret an attempt to arrest their progress and 
destroy their usefulness. 

Upon a review of the whole subject, your memorialists cannot but be satisfied that, however it may 
be disguised, this is really a question between the shipping interest on the one hand, and the home manu- 
facturers on the other; and that, whatever may be the extraneous but plausible considerations urged in 
favor of the measure, this great and absorbing interest is mainly consulted in the efforts to reduce the 
impost _ salt. And although your memorialists have, in common with their fellow citizens throughout 
the Union, regarded, with pride and pleasure, the salutary influence of the protection and favor by which 
this portion of the national wealth has been enlarged and employed, they can but hope that this branch 
will not be further enriched by the spoils of the entire interest now invested in the home manufacture of 
salt; and they most respectfully but earnestly pray that the present duty on imported salt may not be 
reduced. 

Signed by order and on behalf of the manufacturers of salt, at the Kanawha Salines, the 9th day of 
January, 1828. 


L. Summers. Joseph Lovell. 
Joel Shrewsbury, sen. A. Donnally. 
Lewis Ruffner. Isaac Noyes. 


James Bream. 
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A, 


Abstract showing the present state and condition of the salt business in the county of Kanawha and Common. 
wealth of Virginia. 
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David Ruffner & CO.....+2s0eeeeees 3 | 50,000} 28] 50,000} 17} 23] 7} 100,000] 2,500} 7 | 2,200} 400 
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C. G. & C. Reynolds..........eee00./ 2 6,000 15 20, 000 20 22 65 45,000 | 2,000 4 1, 200 300 
Farnham Marsh......seseseeeeeeeeee| 1 3,000 8| 10,000; 18] 25/ 7 20,000 | 1,000} 2%] 1,000 200 
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James Bream.....cssesceeeeeceseeee} 4{ 40,000) 35 50,000} 20] 95/ 90] 120,000] 3,000] 6 | 3,000] 400 
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_ We do hereby certify that the foregoing abstract has been carefully compiled, and with as much accuracy as the nature of the subject admits of 
Given under our hands this 4th of January, 1828, JOSEPH LOVELL, 
LEWIS RUFFNER, 





B. 
Extract of a letter from Peter Yarnall, Esq., of Wheeling, Va., dated August 31, 1827. 


“T returned two days ago from the salt works on Yellow creck, in Ohio. There are at that place 
thirty-nine wells furnishing salt water. The amount of capital invested in the salt business is estimated 
at $124,800. The cost of manufacturing averages from two dollars to two dollars and twelve cents per 
barrel containing five bushels. The quantity manufactured is between eleven and twelve thousand 
barrels, which is sold at from two dollars and twenty-five cents to two dollars and fifty cents per barrel. 
It takes four to six hundred gallons of water to make fifty-six pounds of salt, with the exception of one 
well, of which one hundred and ten gallons of water furnish a bushel of salt.” 
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C. 
Extract of a letter from Colonel John Haymond, of Louis county, Va., to Judge Summers, dated 


Butittown Sarive, October 13, 1827. 


“Not having attended to the salt business myself for several years past, I am not able correctly to 
answer your inquiries, but the following may be considered as nearly correct as the nature of the case 
will permit. Only one salt furnace is now in operation on the Little Kanawha. The quantity of salt 
made is from 8,000 to 10,000 bushels per annum. Another furnace is erecting, which will probably make 
6,000 or 8,000 bushels. This, however, must depend very much on the quantity of water which can be 
drawn from the well. The amount of capital invested in the salt business on this river, including lands, 
wells, fixtures, machinery, &c., may be estimated at $15,000, and the money necessary to conduct a 
furnace for one year at $2,000. The number of persons employed in making salt at one furnace is from 
eight to ten. The cost of making salt per bushel, computing interest on the capital invested, may be 40 
or 45 cents. The quantity of water required to produce a bushel of salt is not correctly ascertained; but 
it has sometimes been estimated that sixty-four gallons would make a bushel, and, if the water could 
always be obtained in its purity, my impression is that sixty-four gallons would be the correct calculation; 
but the difficulty (at least with us) of always getting the water in its purity makes it proper to say 
about ninety gallons. 

“From the lst October, 1825, until Ist June last, the price of salt here was 50 cents per bushel, and 
since that time it has been 75 cents. Salt, however, has been so cheap elsewhere, and money so scarce 
in this part of the country, that very little can be obtained for salt at any price. It is but a little more than 
two years since the salt works here have been in successful operation, although salt has been made for 
many years on a smali scale. The average price of salt in this country when we first commenced making 
was $4 per bushel, and the average price for a number of years previous to 1825 was $2.” 





D. 
Answers to certain questions submitted to the manufacturers of salt at the Illinois Saline. 


“ Question 1. What amount of capital is invested in the manufactories of salt at the Illinois Saline, 
near Shawneetown, including the real and personal estate as well as the money used in carrying on the 
business ? 

“ Answer. Fifty thousand dollars. 

“ Question 2. To what number of persons do these manufactories give employment? 

“ Answer. Three hundred. . 

“ (Question 3. What is the aggregate quantity of salt manufactured per annum ? 

“ Answer. One hundred thousand bushels. 

“ Question 4. What does it cost the manufacturers to produce it ready for market ? 

“ Answer. Thirty-seven and a half cents. 

“ Question 5. At what price is it sold per bushel at the manufactory? 

“ Answer. From thirty-one and a fourth to thirty-seven and a half cents. 

“ Question 6. What quantity of water is required to produce fifty pounds or one bushel of salt ? 

“ Answer. One hundred and twenty gallons. 

“ Question 7. What quantity of iron is annually consumed, distinguishing the malleable from the cast 
iron ? 

“ Answer. Forty-five tons cast iron and five tons malleable iron. 

“We, the undersigned, residing at the Illinois Saline, near Shawneetown, being acquainted with the 
manufacturing of salt at said Saline, have examined the foregoing seven interrogatories, and affixed the 
answers separately to each query, to the best of our knowledge and information. 

“Given under our hands, at the Illinois Saline, near Shawneetown, this 13th day of November, 1827.” 





Timothy Guard. Preston W. Davis. 
Chaton Guard. John M. Robinson. 
Benjamin White. Henry C. Brown. 
Willis Hodgson. Joseph E. Watkins. 
Matthew Duncan. A. G. 8. Wight. 
Andrew Frazer. Leo. White. 
John Henderson. John Siddall. 
Francis Prince. Joseph Hays. 

E. 


Extract of a letter from Marcus Huling, Esq., of Montezuma, Kentucky, to James A, Lewis, Esq., of Kanawha, 
Virginia, dated November 6, 1827. 


“In reply to the seven inquiries found in the preceding communication: 

“1st. There is vested here, in real and personal property, and in money to carry on the manufactory 
of salt, about one hundred and sixty thousand dollars. 

“2d. The salt works here give employment to about one hundred and fifty laboring hands. 

‘3d. There were about one hundred and fifteen thousand five hundred bushels manufactured the last 
twelve months; and there will be a third more manufactured next year, from the improvements making 


at this time. 
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“4th. The cost, per bushel, of manufacturing, varies from twenty to forty cents, according to the 
quality of the water used, and conveniency of the fuel. 

“5th. The price of salt at the works has varied, in the course of the year, from fifty to sixty-two and 
a half cents. ’ 

“6th. The water afforded by the several wells in use is not all of the same kind or quality. There 
are four wells that from 75 to 80 gallons of the water will produce a bushel of salt; and there are six 
wells which require from 100 to 125 gallons of the water to produce a bushel of salt. There are algo 
five wells in use that take from 150 to 250 gallons of the water to make one bushel of salt. 

“4th, There are about forty-five tons of cast metal used annually to keep up the furnaces, owing to 
the lime which blocks on and breaks the kettles. About twenty tons of Juniatta wrought iron is annually 
used by the manufacturers of salt, because it is the softest and best; and but little imported iron is used, 

“There has been no importation of foreign salt in this section for the last two years. We now suppl 
the country south of us 100 miles, or near the Tennessee river, where our article is met by the salt from 
Goose Creek and King’s salt works; on the east 35 to 40 miles, where it is met by the salt from Googe 
Creek and the Red Bird works; on the north for from forty to fifty miles, it is there met by the salt from 
Kanawha, and by imported salt; on the west from fifty to sixty miles, where it is met by the Kanawha 
and imported salt. 

“It is but three years since the first well was opened on Green river, and there are now fifteen wells 
in successful operation. ‘There are also several others opened, and the owners putting up furnaces, which 
will soon be manufacturing salt. The water is struck at from 60 to 190 feet from the surface of low 
bottoms. The wells in use extend twenty miles on the river. The water afforded by the upper wells is 
impregnated with lime, which forms a cement on the boilers as hard as rock; the lower wells have no lime. 
The Goose Creek salt works are east of us, in a mountainous part of the country; they have, and do, from 
information, for several years past, manufactured from 90,000 to 100,000 bushels per annum. The capital 
there invested is, I suppose, $150,000. Red Bird salt works lay north of Goose creek about. thirty 
miles; the state of the works is unknown to me. The quantity of salt water obtained on Green river 
for the time they have been sinking for it, surpasses any place in my knowledge.” 


’ 





F. 


Extract from a communication from a highly intelligent and respectable gentleman of Massachusetts, on the 
subject of salt making, made in December last. 


“Salt is manufactured in New England wholly from sea water, by solar evaporation. The manu- 
factory, like most others, arose from necessity; the distress during the revolutionary war, for the want 
of salt, led the inhabitants upon the seacoast to make the attempt. At first it was commenced upon a 
very small scale, and in a very imperfect manner, but there was abundant opportunity for all to engage 
in the enterprise who lived upon the seacost, more especially as it is a manufactory (and there are but 
few of the character) where a small capital can be as profitably invested as a large one. One neighbor 
improved upon another, until the manufactories were quite perfect; and, in the end, being the joint 
inventions of many, no patent was ever taken. These improvements and discoveries were applied to 
pumping the water, erecting the vats, and covering them to protect them from rain and dew; these 
works have much increased until within afew years. It is estimated that there are now in Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island about twenty millions of square feet of vats, or, as they who own them estimate, two 
millions, as they were originally built ten feet wide, every ten feet were called one foot. It is estimated 
that every foot costs ten cents, or one dollar per foot as estimated by the manufacturer; amount, say 
twenty millions square feet of vats, and roofs, or covering for them, value, or cost, two millions dollars. 
It is estimated that every 10,000 feet of the vats will produce 300 bushels of salt; new works will do 
more, but covered with boards continually exposed to the sun, they soon become cracked and injured, 
and do not exclude the rain. Then it may fairly be estimated that the salt manufactories above mentioned 
manufacture yearly six hundred thousand bushels of salt of good quality. 

“The value of the salt for a number of years past, perhaps, may be estimated at the manufactories at 
about thirty-seven cents per bushel measured, weighing about seventy-three pounds; the yearly income 
would amount to about $220,000; amounting to about ten per cent. income, including interest on 
the capital, repairs of the works, and labor in the manufacturing the salt. Being on the seacost, it is very 
convenient to transport it to every part of the United States. The income is moderate, but it is a business 
in which, as I have before observed, a small capital can be invested, and requires but little skill in the 
management; and seamen, too old to pursue their employment, are much inclined to engage in it. 

“ Probably there are seven hundred distinct manufactories. The salt when manufactured is sent in 
small vessels to market in the various ports of the United States, and meeting the foreign salt in the 
market has produced a severe competition, the necessary effect of which is to reduce the price. It has 
reduced the price. In the revolutionary war salt sold for three or four dollars a bushel; during the last 
war it was never so high as one dollar, or never exceeded that price at the works where the salt was 
manufactured. 

“The farmers of the Atlantic States are made to complain of the duty, but if I am not greatly mistaken 
the real and moving complaints are from another source, viz: the merchants. They wish to import it 
from Liverpool and elsewhere as ballast. Let them import it, and if the duty be continued, and the 
manufactories continued, the competition will always secure to the consumer an abundance of the article 
at a low price. Repeal the duty, and the manufactories must be abandoned, and leave the merchant to 
fix his own price.” 
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IN FAVOR OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS OF SALT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 21, 1828. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 


The memorial of the undersigned manufacturers and others interested in the manufacture of salt, in 
the town of Salina, respectfully represents: That your memorialists, in confident expectation of the con- 
tinuance of the duty on foreign salt, as established for the last fifteen years by the laws of the United 
States, have expended on their works, and the establishments in immediate connexion therewith, a sum 
exceeding half a million of dollars, and if the capital employed in the business be included, the amount 
would be upwards of one million; and that your memorialists have learned that a bill has been intro- 
duced at the present session of Congress for a reduction of said duty, which, if carried into effect, they 
have the most lively apprehensions will operate severely to the injury, if it do not prostrate the interests 
of your memorialists, many of whom have their whole property invested in that business. 

It is a manufacture, your memorialists conceive, of primary importance to our country, as an increasing 
and valuable branch of industry, furnishing at home one of the indispensable necessaries of life, the cost 
of which to the consumer has been rapidly diminishing in consequence of the reduction of price produced 
in our markets by competition with the imported article. Should that competition be destroyed, as in the 
opinion of your memorialists it must be, if a reduction of the existing duty take place, the article will 
again advance almost exclusively to the benefit of the foreign manufacturer. Another consequence would 
follow, a2 dependence on foreigners for our principal supplies, affording, too, the greatest facilities for 
monopoly among the importers and speculators on the seaboard, as exemplified at the commencement of 
the late war, when it is well known the price was quadrupled in a few days. Such an occurrence 
would have been prevented or counteracted, in a great measure, had extensive manufactories, as at the 
present day, existed along our seaboard and in the interior of the United States. 

The most effectual means, your memorialists venture to suggest, to insure a certain and regular 
supply at the lowest rates to the consumer, is to foster within our territories the works for its production, 
which, by collision in the same markets that obtain salt from foreign sources, would check the fluctuations 
and prevent any extravagant rise to which at times they would otherwise be liable. 

An extension of the establishments in this country for the making of salt would present, on pressing 
emergencies, an excellent resource for national revenue. Your memorialists are, therefore, anxiously 
desirous that the question, in which they have the deepest interest, may, in coincidence with their views, 
be determined for the lasting benefit and security of our common country, and that the contemplated 
reduction of duty will by Congress be deemed inexpedient. 

Sativa, January 1, 1828. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF THE SURPLUS REVENUE AMONG THE STATES—PUBLIC DEBT, &c. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 21, 1828. 


Mr. Dickerson made the following report: 

The committee to whom was referred the bill to provide for the distribution of a part of the revenues 
of the United States among the several States of the Union beg leave to report the same with the fol- 
lowing amendment: Strike out from the word “taxation,” in the sixth line, to the word “which,” in the 
twelfth line, and insert “the sum of five millions of dollars on the first day of January, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty; five millions of dollars on the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-one; five millions of dollars on the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-two; and five millions of dollars on the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
three;” and the committee beg leave to submit the following calculation, showing the operation of the 
Sinking Fund of ten millions of dollars annually in paying the interest and principal of the public debt. 

Besides the appropriation of ten millions of dollars each year, the Sinking Fund consists of any 
surplus in the Treasury at the end of any year, above all appropriations for the year, and leaving in the 
Treasury two millions of dollars; but as these surpluses are uncertain in their amount, and depend upon 
— disposition of Congress to appropriate our funds to other objects, they are not included in this cal- 
culation. 

The five per cent. United States Bank loan of seven millions of dollars, for which the United States 
hold stock in that bank of an equal amount, yielding an interest of six per cent., is not brought into the 
calculation, not being considered as chargeable to the Sinking Fund. 

The principal of the three per cent. stock, which will not be discharged until provided for by law at 
some distant period, is omitted in this calculation. 

The payments by the calculation are to be made yearly; but if made quarterly, the reduction of the 
debt would be more rapid. 

By this calculation it appears that the whole of the debt, except the United States Bank loan and the 
three per cent. stock, may be extinguished in the year 1833, and leaving on the Ist day of January, 1834, 
a balance in favor of the Sinking Fund of $1,964,248 35. 
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The public debt, according to the report of the Secretary of the Treasury of the 10th of 
December, 1827, amounted on the Ist of October, 1827, to............eeeeeeeee $68,913,541 08 
Paid in the last quarter of that year........ceeeseseee cece sees ee ceee ce eeeceeenes 1,500,263 16 
Se aia 
ee ee es Ae a ee ne ee ee eee 67,413,277 99 
Consisting of— 
Six per cent. stock ........ccesccescccsscccsccccscccscecsscceccscesssescccsces $25,330,965 9] 
Five per cent. stock.......0-..-ee scence ec cc ec cree cece scce ener cnscecesecceeees 12,792,000 29 
ee Nn Ee UP CURE BONO 6 ios na 5 oso 5sses ie rescenesneeeesesererceweasews 15,994,064 1] 
Three per cent. Stock. ........... cecseescccecccccccceececes ee re Te eee 13,296,247 79 
ena, 
67,413,277 99 
Deduct the bank loan and three per cent. stock, amounting to..............e00- 20,296,247 170 
It will leave on the lst January, 1828, a debt of... 2... ..c cer ccc cccccccccccccces 47,117,030 99 
a ells 
Consisting of— 
Oe, er ere eT ee Peer Tre ee eer TT eee eer eT eT Te eee Te ee TT $25,330,965 91 
eg Ce ELEN FEET EET Pe Tre Te TTT eee Cee Tee e eT eee eee 5,792,000 20 
ee NO rk incaccu ck saRURNe KANON Obs aVN ee ee ERRNO ws 15,994,064 1] 
47,117,023 20 


____ 


Annual interest on this debt and on the three per cent. stock: 












































GT a en rr ee ee ee ee ere ee $1,519,857 95 
ER eee Tere eT eee Te Tee TET ERT EET err ere TTT ere 289,600 01 
EET TT OLE TET PTET eL ETUC TTT TET Tee ee Te 719,732 88 
ee ee ee ere ee ee ere eee eer es 398,887 43 
2,928,078 27 
The amounts of six per cent., five per cent., and four and a half per cent. debt in succession. 

The amount of six per cent. debt, Ist January, 1828 .............cccsccceccccevens $25,330,965 91 
eee Rr SOT Uk GEN RIES OH asain ns ois cine sve cssecesesscceecnsvess 2,928,078 27 
28,259,044 18 

Pes CE PONT BINOURT OF BIMRIOe FONE 6 k.ooins cia vnc cicccsseceesesesewene@nss 10,000,000 00 
ee en eee eT eee er ere ere ee Tere eee Tee Te Te ee ee eT Te eee 18,259,044 18 
ce tEcd Cet edt a CekGate Psa Kbe ede w a keE ARES SkbS Ohad EAS OERRREORSEDES 2,503,762 97 
20,762,807 15 

RNs Ce eis kha ini eens eRe ORs bade R CEN DARREL SRR O MWEeS 10,000,000 00 
ET CRE TE EE EOF Le Te rey ee er eee rr ee ere eee 10,762,807 15 
EP re ee re eT eee ree ere Fea AAs HAAS TERE CE OR RW OE UERN RUNES bE SO 2,053,988 74 
12,816,795 89 

ESL APE U INES EEN Ca eECES APR REET OCR OARLNERNY A KASS SOOK RAR RO RRED 10,000,000 00 
oo A Ee eee ee ee ee er ee Tee ee eC 2,816,795 89 
EE a ag eee Re ee ree ee eee ee ee bins 1,577,228 07 
4,394,023 96 

eee te eee TTT TCE TC TET EE CETTE EOE jie ncieeeeecinewkecwes 5,792,000 20 
10,186,024 16 

eh es Su bub aw he dbase ce ba CRORUARN RMON SRRE Ba ReY REKEI SS 10,000,000 00 
EU Lac Salis antl bw CNN Coe We NSN DAES URERE NERDS OR RECO Re 186,024 16 
ME RESUS re hag in eA aTTAR DNA SOEUR ENS RESEED KEN DERE hb ER WORE 1,127,921 51 
1,313,945 67 

Ce RE ne ee ee er Te eT nee em 15,994,064 11 
17,308,009 78 

RE FE OLE. See ee eee eee eT ee mee Pe ree ee ere 10,000,000 00 
ee ee as ca nis wa pe ead Ob NS TRON a bee A WER TERA EEO 7,308,009 78 
ee ee rd i ag blige tet al 5 asarn sk bbs sd WRDEM ENG SE DAD CRETE ADRS 727,741 87 
Devt and interest on the Ist January, 1834 ....o. oc... ccc cesccsccvsscscescces 8,035,751 65 


Which, deducted from the amount of the Sinking Fund that day, leaves a balance in 
favor of that fund of $1,964,248 35. 


meapent of Sinking Pend lat January, 1634 .........6is.ccccccscccvecvasbcveseees 10,000,000 00 
ney Ceee NE SNES CUO THRE TRY noose osc cscdsseddaccesousscvudedase 8,035,751 65 








Balance in favor of the Sinking Fund, Ist January, 1834...............cceceeeees: 1,964,248 35 
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Payments under the foregoing calculation: 









































Interest. Principal. 
Jantaey 1, TOT ..6cccessceccccaaceecces a oa oul aC oe Oe CERT CCT $7,071,921 73 
acta akckteiiandWiscane Saree noe! 7,496,237 03 
th atutcia yt tisSimiineaiu Te onc hvnc ccdswoeendecees 7,946,011 26 
SN Secale ie hacanbtstmcbrarcnars Pe , ane 8,422, 771 93 
ag EEE CE TE ET ECCT EET PT 4c eb caccaseawewesexcuns 8,872,078 49 
RENEE aeuahns TO io sok os vba bkddds 7,308,009 78 
10,918,721 43 47,117,030 22 
10,918,721 43 
ee ee aren CN III 5a Shea eS Gwe hadedesadedeewssabeeuseus 58,035,751 65 
SE TON IEE OO DE IN iis sc onion cbs isdanasebdcesedeeecvecsacvar 60,000,000 00 
ee ae ite aa jasc sna eb ad nee aaah ak eae ad eebaones eae 58,035,751 65 
ee Sask Ree ye eR RAW RUKERONER EOE SEACMRSERORRORES 1,964,248 35 
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OPERATIONS OF THE MINT IN 1827. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 21, 1828. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 
A report from the Director of the Mint, together with a statement of the operations of that institution 
during the year 1827, is herewith transmitted to Congress. 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 


Wasuineton, January 21, 1828. 





Mint or THE Unrtep States, Philadelphia, January 1, 1828. 
Sm: I have the honor to submit a report on the general transactions of the Mint during the past year. 
The coinage effected within that period, as appears from the Treasurer’s statement, herewith trans- 
mitted, amounts to $3,024,342 32, consisting of 9,097,845 pieces of coin, viz: 








RR sw ditividinwa cae ee ee $131,565 00 
| er GL TAS SOO PHOCCE, MIARING. . . . 50. s cee ccscewseves 2,869,200 00 
OF COMPETE... .veccus eee ere Teer ere rere 23,577 32 

ee 3,024,342 32 








Of the gold bullion deposited at the Mint within the past year the proportion received from Mexico, 
South America, and the West Indies, may be stated at $76,000; that from North Carolina at $21,000 and 
that from Africa at $15,000; leaving about $20,000 derived from sources not ascertained. The whole 
amount received from North Carolina to the present time is nearly $110,000. This gold has generally 
been found to exceed in fineness the standard of our gold coins. 

The supply of silver, under various forms of unwrought bullion, and in foreign coins, has been 
unusually abundant, especially during the first three quarters of the year. The heavier deposits have 
been received generally through the Bank of the United States. Of the amount of silver coined within 
the last year, more than $2,000,000 consisted of deposits received from that institution. 

The amount of copper coins distributed within the last year is $21,910. They are forwarded, as 
heretofore, at the expense and risk of the Government, to all parts of the United States accessible by 
regular means of transportation, on receiving the value thereof here, or a certificate of deposit to the 
credit of the Treasurer of the United States for the requisite amount, in any of the banks authorized to 
receive deposits of public money. 

A general view of the operations of the Mint from its first commencement will not, it is believed, be 
found destitute of interest, and is, therefore, respectfully presented. 

The whole coinage executed since the establishment of the Mint amounts to $30,465,444 14}, 
consisting of 103,081,178 pieces of coin, viz: 





es 5 Nigaisinass LGGG, 56) pieces, making. ..... 200066600005 $8,255,667 50 

ode ne eee 47,389,086 pieces, making..............008- 21,695,899 90 

Of copper.......... 54,153,931 pieces, making...........-.ee0e- 513,876 744 
103,061,178 picoes, making. .......... 000004: 30,465,444 144 











Within the first fifteen years of the operations of this establishment, beginning with the year 1798, 








748 FINANCE. [No. 898, 


and ending with 1807, the amount coined was $6,482,613 684; in the succeeding ten years, ending with 
1817, the amount coined was $7,715,979 85; and in the last ten years it has been $16,266,850 61. 

The average annual coinage of the first period above designated, it will be found, was $432,174 94. 
that of the second, $771,597 98; and that of the last period, $1,626,685 06. The coinage of the last year 
exceeds by nearly a million of dollars that of any year preceding, and is nearly two-fold the average 


amount of the period to which it belongs. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 





SAM. MOORE. 
The Present of the United States. 





A statement of the coins struck at the Mint of the United States from January 1 to December 31, 1821, 







































































Silver coins. | Dimes. Quarter dollars.| Half dollars. Amount. 
ee — - = 
Quarter ending 3lst March 0 ee ee 205, 000 |..cccccccccccece 1,203, 400 $622,200 00 
Quarter ending 30th June.. ....... © 010006.0 0000 00000000 0cse tees cesc esse eecoescccece | 350,000 |. .ccccccccvccees 1,513, 000 791,500 00 
Quarter ending 30th September....... o ceccccccccce Pore cccccccccceecoes ee ecececvecs 360, 000 jrccccccccesccces 1, 342, 000 707,000 00 
Quarter ending 3lst December.......csesccccececesecceccccececesevesoes o cvcecccces | 300, 000 4,000 1, 435, 000 748,500 00 
} 
Total ..... cece ecccceccccccce coves Seccceccccccccsces (idivehbilaiews 1,215, 000 4,000 5, 493, 400 2, $69, 200 00 
| 
Gold coins. Quarter eagles.| Half eagles. Amount. 
Quarter ending 3lst March...... eoeeee ee eceeescees seseee eecccecees eocceccccccccece cecccccce eeeeees 2,800 4, 230 $28, 150 00 
Quarter ending 30th June .....e.ecceeeeceeeccrccceeres cece ec cecc cece cecene cece eeec ence sees cscs sses levees: eeecsceees 7,897 39, 485 00 
Quarter ending 30th September......sssseeeeeeeee pbanwbeeben bebe beens eae es eeeeesesanesss janeceee ci icant 7,462 37,310 00 
Quarter ending 3lst December, ....ccccccccccccccccccccccccccvcssescccecccces Sy Pr ee PO re 5,324 26,620 00 
Total...... cccceee cab ah ee eoeocbhunneneceeee eocceccces cNsy show ee ssbaeaeekne cheba 2,800 24, 913 131,565 00 
Copper coins. Half cents. Cents. Amount. 
Quarter ending 3lst March........ cc cccccccce p00 80050040 000000 ba00 Saseseceses ec eccee eoveseeeses esecloccccceesecccoes 280, 000 $2, 800 00 
Quarter ending 30th June........eeeeeee ec cc cee ccceccccccscceseccecccccs cece cece ccccees o1000scedcecseseces ce cocccces 1,048, 832 10, 488 32 
Quarter ending 3lst December....... 2.05 tc ccc cece cece ccccce ceece o cccecccccee eee ceecvccccecceseerelences o eceecccees 1,028, 900 10,289 00 
Total ..ccccccccccccccevce:cocccccce poh eewewe pees eseen sie Sanses Spbeab eosees eee rT) eee occeces 2, 357, 732 23,577 32 
RECAPITULATION. 
6,712,400 pieces of silver coin, amounting tO........eeeeeeeees spsuisens eeschaes seseee $2,869, 200 00 
27,713 pieces Of gold coins, AMOUNTING tO. ....cccccccccccccesscccccccces eoccccccce 131,565 00 
2, Sd%5 toe PICCES Of COPpeY COINS, AMOUNTING 0. o..00isc00iecs06cccsscceeeececces oceecere 23,577 32 
9,097,845 pieces Of COinS, AMOUNTING tO......ecsceeseeceees tececssesccsececccvcsseess 3,024,342 32 














JAMES RUSH. 
Mint or THE UniTED States, Treasurer’s Office, Philadelphia, December 31, 1827. 
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IN FAVOR OF INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 22, 1828. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 


In a country like this, embracing nearly every variety of climate and soil, affording peculiar natural 
advantages, and presenting inducements to every species of useful industry, one of the most important 
as well as delicate duties of the Government is to protect and foster the true interests of the different 
sections of the country, and of the various classes of its citizens, in such a manner as to combine the 
utmost individual advantage with the general safety and welfare: 

We, therefore, the undersigned, inhabitants of New Hampshire, would respectfully present, for the 
wise consideration of Congress, our views and most earnest wishes upon a subject which we deem to be 
of pressing and vital interest to a very large portion of this great country, and more especially so to 
that part of it which we inhabit; and we doubt not that our prayer, and the almost unanimous prayer 
of the immense population of the wool-growing and manufacturing States of this Union, will receive 








’ 
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that early and deliberate attention which their present embarrassments and imminent ruin so urgently 
demand. We appeal with confidence to the magnanimity and comprehensive policy of our brethren of the 
south, and are assured that when this subject shall come up in its true light and important bearings upon 
our national wealth and prosperity, no unkindly feeling, no sectional interest, no illiberal political consid- 
erations will for a moment induce them to refuse any constitutional and wise protection to the interests 
of a State which bore so manly and honorable a part in the great struggle for our common liberty, and 
which, as it has never since shrunk from its portion of the public burdens and public dangers, is still 
resolved to pursue the great interests of the whole country, at every hazard and every sacrifice. 

Your memorialists would not enter into the argument upon the constitutionality or the expediency 
of further legislative protection of their interests. They would, however, presume to suggest their 
astonishment that, after all the legislation upon similar subjects, in eighteen successive Congresses, 

uided in their deliberations by the best wisdom in the land—from that which framed the Constitution 
down to that which has distinguished the ablest statesmen that have grown up under its influence—it 
should now be made a solemn question whether it be consistent with the fundamental laws of the State 
to preserve the products of national industry and national genius from the destructive influence of foreign 
commercial policy. 

We beg leave also to represent that we, in general, assent to the received doctrines of political phi- 
losophy on this subject. Abstractly, they may be just and salutary. But they may be also, and your 
memorialists confidently believe they in fact are, utterly impracticable by a single nation, while the other 
great commercial communities with whom that nation interchanges commodities refuse to acknowledge 
those doctrines in their own regulations. Facts, abundant and conclusive, we doubt not, will occur to 
your honorable body to prove the truth of this assertion. 

We deem it worthy of remark, also, that, though the principle may be abstractly sound, trade if left 
free will regulate itself, it is a principle no less sound, and no less important to be kept in view by every 
wise Legislature, that it may be desirable for a people to put themselves to temporary and partial incon- 
venience and expense for the purpose of improving their own skill. Suppose the immediate effect of pro- 
tective duties should be to raise in some degree the market value of our woolen fabrics, the encouragement 
thus afforded to the manufacturer will bring into the business a vastly augmented amount of capital, of 
talent, and of enterprise. And the result of the active competition which must inevitably ensue cannot 
but be to perfect our machinery, to improve our skill in the various processes of manufactures, and thus, 
in no long time, to enable us, with the natural and civil advantages we enjoy, to exclude foreign fabrics 
altogether from our markets, even without the aid of prohibitory duties. On the other hand, if we suffer 
other nations to supply us, as they must do while allowed to hold competition with us in the unequal 
contest of experience and perfect art against inexperience and infantile skill, our capital and our inven- 
vention will be directed into other channels or left unemployed, and the principal sources of wealth and 
prosperity, which nature has prepared for the great northern and western sections of our country, will 
remain unopened and unapproached. 

On this subject we must be permitted to be urgent, for it involves all that is dear to us in the pros- 
perity of this ancient State. Of our climate and the fertility of our soil we have little to boast. The 
hard-earned products of the hoe and the plough we may indeed consume, but we cannot sell. Our granite 
mountains and rugged hills may be tilled to preserve our present population in its scattered and distressed 
condition; but the great meadows of the west, and the rich and mild tracts of the Middle States, already 
to a great extent supply our seaboard and inland towns, and the day must be at hand when, with their 
increasing facilities of transportation, they may exclude our agricultural products altogether, even from 
our own markets. 

But, unkindly as our soil is, we are blessed with streams whiclr afford a water power inferior to that 
of no State in the Union. On these streams we have already erected manufactories to an immense 
extent. Our hills, too, may be covered with flocks to their summits; and our cold marshes, natural 
grass lands, though susceptible of scarcely any other culture, promise an adequate supply of winter food. 

In these circumstances can we mistake the intentions of Providence or the course of duty? And, 
these circumstances being known, can we but believe that the Government of our choice, placed over us 
to dispense the blessings which a free people have put into their hands, will hasten to relieve us from 
present distress, and from the prospect of poverty and wretchedness, by such wise and beneficent enact- 
ments as are called for by the united voices of this great agricultural and manufacturing community ? 

Your memorialists would not presume to suggest to your honorable body the detail of a system of 
duties to meet the present exigencies of the country; but they venture, with all respect and deference to 
the superior wisdom of Congress, to allude to the measures recommended for your consideration by the 
respectable convention at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, in July, 1827, as substantially expressing their 
views on the important subject upon which they have deemed it their duty thus to address the National 
Legislature. 


Orrorp, N. H., December 21, 1827. 
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AGAINST INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 


> 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 22, 1828. 


Battimore CHAMBER or Commerce, January 14, 1828. 


_A memorial of the inhabitants of the city of Boston and its vicinity adverse to an increase of duty 
on imported woolen goods was this day laid before the chamber; and, upon its being read, the following 
resolutions were offered and unanimously adopted: 

_ Resolved, That the Chamber of Commerce of the city of Baltimore highly approve the reasoning and 
principles contained in the memorial of the inhabitants of Boston and its vicinity adverse to an increase 
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of duty on imported woolen goods, which has been forwarded to Congress, and printed, by order of the 
Senate, on the 17th December, 1827. 

Resolved, That the president of the chamber furnish our Senators and Representatives in Congress 
with a copy of these proceedings, and request their co-operation on the subject, and also their aid jn 
making known the views of the chamber to the Senate and House of Representatives. 

WM. LORMAN, President C. G. 


Wiuiam Cooke, Secretary C. C. 





. 
201TH Coneress. | No. 830. [1st Sesston, 








AGAINST INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 22, 1828. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives: 

The memorial of the New York Chamber of Commerce represents that your memorialists, having 
heretofore expressed their opinions in opposition to an increase of duties on imported woolens for the 
purpose of protecting those manufactured in the United States, would not now obtrude themselves on the 
attention of the National Legislature did they not deem it to be an imperious duty to renew their testi- 
mony against the attempt which is now making to fasten on the American people the principle that to 
promote the interest of some parts of our country at the expense of other parts is wise and just, is 
consistent with our national compact, and the impartial kindness which ought to be exercised towards 
every member of the Union. This attempt is not new. It has already been made with too much success 
by interested parties; and the result unhappily has been to produce irritation and digust, and violence 
and animosity, into every part of our land, to array one section of the country against another, and to 
withdraw the affection of the States from the Union, so important to all. 

Imported woolens now pay, in duties to the Government and charges of importation, 56 per cent. on 
the first cost. This protection to the woolen fabrics of the country, enormous as it is, does not satisfy the 
manufacturers; they claim a further protection from your honorable body, and to encourage the ‘“ American 
system,” and to promote the “national industry,” they importunately demand that an average of forty per 
cent. of new duties on woolens should be added to the already overloaded tariff, and the consumption of 
the whole nation be charged with this enormous addition for the benefit of that favored class. 

To effect this object they have called to their aid a portion of our agriculturists, the growers of wool, 
many of whom have been induced to believe that an increased duty on imported wool ought to be imposed 
to protect wool of an American growth. This appears to your memorialists a mistaken opinion; the 
imported wool is either of a lower or higher quality than the wool which is raised in the United States, 
and the whole quantity imported is found, by a reference to the Treasurer’s returns, to be but a small 
proportion of what is used in the American manufactures, not to exceed, perhaps, a twentieth part; and 
it is well known that the capacity of our country to produce wool or any other staple to which the 
attention of our farmers is directed is equal to any demand and nearly illimitable. 

If the project of increased duties on foreign wool is not intended to bring the wool-growers to make 
common cause with the woolen manufacturers, and thereby produce an influence on the question pending 
in the National Legislature, your memorialists cannot understand its meaning. To promote manufactures 
by taxing the raw material is a paradox which common sense cannot comprehend, and it is equally 
opposed to sound principles of political economy; and the inference is irresistible that it is a combination 
of two classes for their own benefit against the rest of the community. If the raw material is cheap, the 
manufactured article will also be cheap, and have the benefit of a foreign as well as a home market; the 
demand for both will be permanent, and require an abundant supply;. but, if it is taxed, the manufactured 
article cannot compete in a foreign market, and cannot enter into the operations of foreign commerce; 
the demand for the raw material will of course be limited and uncertain, and the contracted nature of 
the system will more than counterbalance any benefit which can accrue to the growers of the raw material 
from the tax which is imposed for its protection. 

Your memorialists sincerely believe that the woolen manufacturers of the United States are as much 
protected as their own interests, and more than the interests of the other classes of the community allow. 
The existing encouragement is enormously great and bears heavily on every person in the United States 
whose habits and residence require the use of woolen cloths, inasmuch as every such person pays an 
enhanced price for his necessary supplies, which goes to benefit the manufacturer. But we do not ask to 
have the present system disturbed, partial and oppressive as it is, but we deprecate any additional 
protection to manufacturers of woolen goods. They now receive a protection equal to 56 per cent., and, 
if this will not enable them to compete in the home market with foreign fabrics, it is evident that their 
business is injurious to the interests of the nation and had better be abandoned. 

In every point of view in which your memorialists have considered the application of the manu- 
facturers, additional duties appear to them irreconcileable with the true interests of the nation. If, however, 
such duties are imposed, and twelve millions of people are made to pay an enhanced price for articles 
necessary to their comfort, in order to protect the interests of the very small number who make woolen 
cloths, your memcrialists will have the satisfaction to know that they have remonstrated against a system 
so partial and impolitic, and that, if the revenue should be decreased, smuggling promoted, commerce and 
navigation discouraged, and discord and feud introduced, others, and not your memorialists, are answer- 
able for these deplorable consequences. 

And your memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

ROBT LENOX, President. 

Attest: Jonn Austin Stevens, Secretary. 

New York, January 18, 1828. 
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AGAINST INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 28, 1828. 


At a large and respectable meeting of merchants and others, opposed to a further increase of the 

rotection to manufactures, held, pursuant to public notice, at the Merchants’ Coffee House, on the evening 

of the 22d of January, Thomas P. Cope, Esq., was called to the chair, and Matthew L. Bevan and John 
S, Henry appointed secretaries. 

The following preamble and resolutions were unanimously adopted: 

Whereas the question of a further increase of duties upon importations, now under discussion in 
Congress, is one of great magnitude and importance to the best interests of the country: and whereas 
the advocates of an increased tariff have been assiduously circulating statements and calculations which 
are believed to be erroneous and exaggerated, it has become a duty which the friends of free and unre- 
stricted commerce owe to themselves and their fellow-citizens to remonstrate against a policy which their 
own experience, and the opinions of the most enlightened political economists of the day, demonstrate to 
be unsound and injurious: Therefore, 

1. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this meeting that any further increase of duties upon imported 

oods is entirely uncalled for and unnecessary, either for the purposes of revenue or for the encouragement 
of domestic manufactures; that the existing tariff fully and amply accomplishes these ends; and that any 
increase of duty on foreign fabrics, and especially the prohibitory policy recommended by the manufac- 
turers of woolens, would cnly tend to impair the revenue of the country, to bring distress upon the 
farmers, greatly to injure the merchants, and to produce no permanent benefit to the manufacturers 
themselves. 

2. Resolved, That the woolen manufacturers, already enjoying a protection by duty amounting to 37 
per cent., and by the addition of the various charges incident to the importation of foreign goods, 
amounting, in total, to near 60 per cent., have no just claim upon the nation for further protection, by a 
tax on consumers, equal, in some instances, to 200 per cent. And it is the opinion of this meeting that 
an investigation of the data furnished by the manufacturers themselves will show that the woolen 
business has increased to an extent, and with a rapidity, which indicate either a rash and improvident 
extension of trade, against which no Government protection can or ought to provide; or that, when rea- 
sonable skill, capital, and economy, have been employed, the manufacture has been, and is, as profitable 
as any other species of industry in the country. 

3. Resolved, That the tariff of 1824 contained a full, ample, and generous protection to all manufac- 
tures which the skill and experience of the country render expedient; that, at the time of its passage, it 
was professed to satisfy the hopes and wishes of the high tariff party, and the country was solemnly 
promised an exemption from a perpetually varying and increasing scale of duties. Believing this to be 
the case, this meeting views the demands now made by the high tariff party as fully demonstrating that 
nothing short of the total destruction of the import, and, consequently, in time, of the export trade of the 
country, will be considered as affording adequate protection to their interests. 

4, Resolved, That the assertion that, by the reduction of the British duty on wool, and other articles 
used in the manufacture of woolens, the American duty of 37 per cent. has been virtually reduced nearly 
one-half, is entirely fallacious and destitute of foundation; as calculations, based upon official documents, 
completely demonstrate the whole of the aforesaid reduction to amount to no more, on the most liberal 
estimate, than 24 per cent., leaving the present protective duty 3434 per cent.; which, added to expenses 
of importation, oblige the consumer to pay above $54 upon every $100 worth of woolen goods for the 
benefit of the domestic manufacturer. 

5, Resolved, That the high tariff policy, so far from being allied to the best interests of the farmer, 
is highly injurious to the agricultural prosperity of the country. According to a favorite maxim of the 
manufacturers, if foreign nations will not purchase our products, we cannot buy theirs in return. By 
reciprocity, then, if we refuse to purchase the manufactures of foreign nations, the whole of our export to 
them, of cotton, tobacco, grain, and lumber, amounting annually to between fifty and sixty millions of 
dollars, must cease and determine, To the planters of the southern States the cessation of the export of 
their productions would be totally ruinous; and it is the opinion of this meeting that the most serious 
detriment would as certainly result to the agriculturists of the northern States. 

Near six millions worth of northern produce, chiefly that of the soil, have been exported within the 
year 1826, besides the large amount consumed by the merchants, sailors, and various artisans, dependent 
on foreign commerce, and exclusive to the export to the southern States, for the consumption of cultivators 
of cotton, tobacco, &c.; and when this meeting considers that one million, or even five hundred thousand 
barrels of flour (and the latter a moderate estimate, even of our present restricted annual exportation, ) 
raises the value of the whole national production of that article from 20 to 50 per cent., they are con- 
strained to believe that the most distressing effects will result to the whole agriculture of our country by 
a further advance and adoption of a short-sighted, exclusive policy: and it is further the opinion of this 
meeting, that, by a reduction of duty on many species of foreign articles, a great addition might be made 
to the export of agricultural productions from the northern States, and that the effect of the very restric- 
tive system which it is proposed to reader more onerous has been to deprive the country of a large export 
of agricultural productions which we formerly enjoyed. 

In corroboration of this idea, a single reference to our Spanish and Portuguese trade will be sufficient. 
In 1792 salt, brandy, wines, and fruit, the staple imports from those countries, paid the respective duties 
of six cents per bushel, eight to ten cents per gallon, ten to eighteen cents per gallon, and five per 
centum; at the present rates the correspondent articles pay twenty-five cents per bushel, thirty-eight to 
forty-two cents per gallon, forty to one hundred cents per gallon, and thirty to forty per centum. 

Although this meeting is aware that other causes have operated to lessen our trade with Spain, 
Portugal, and their dependencies, yet it is our settled opinion that by means of the American system, 
falsely so called, a market has been lost annually to the Middle and Eastern States for several millions of 
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dollars of their productions, and the introduction of cheap and wholesome wines has been prevented to 
the moral injury and detriment of the country. 

6. Resolved, That the doctrine that a high tariff system produces an increase of productive labor in 
the country is entirely deceptive and untrue. 

As regards manufacturing labor itself, oflicial documents show that its really productive and 
advantageous employment existed at a time when we had a duty on woolen goods amounting to only 
five per cent., and increased, for purposes of revenue, afterwards to two and a half per cent. 

To manufactures of this kind this meeting, so far from being hostile, is entirely friendly—a manufacture 
which takes its rise in the natural wants, “grows with the growth and strengthens with the strength” 
of the other interests of the country, and is not the mere creature of hot-bed culture and of undue and 
exaggerated impulse. 

From 1790 to 1794 the average cost of the annual consumption of foreign woolens amounted to 
including duty, &c., about seven and a half millions of dollars; the population of the country to about 
four and a half millions of persons. Allowing the consumption to have been six dollars per head, the 
whole amount annually consumed would be worth twenty-seven millions of dollars, of which seven and 
half millions only were of foreign produce; so that small manufacturers and farmers, in their families 
above twenty years ago, and without the enormous protecting duties which are now asked for, actually 
manufactured three-fourths of all the woolens used in the country. From data furnished by the 
manufacturers themselves it appears that a return even to the five per cent. duty would not displace 
from employment more than twenty-five thousand persons and twenty millions of dollars of capital. If, 
then, a return to the five per cent. duty from the present one of thirty-seven per cent. should destroy the 
employment of these twenty-five thousand persons, and if the business, as they represent themselves, 
which they carry on under the thirty-seven per cent. duty affords them no profit, the case stands thus: 
that the nation is annually taxed (which tax the woolen bill proposes to double) twenty-four millions of 
dollars in duties to give twenty-five thousand persons and twenty millions of capital unprofitable 
employment. The number of persons—merchants, sailors, artisans, and others—dependent upon foreign 
commerce for a subsistence, and who would be thrown out of employment by its destruction, would 
amount to more than the whole number alleged by the restrictionists to find employment in all the cotton 
and woolen manufactures of the United States. 

1. Resolved, That the restrictive system, so far from producing an increase and extension of the 
coasting trade of the United States sufficient to counterbalance the loss of foreign commerce, actually 
injures the prosperity of this as well as of all other branches of industry which come under its withering 
influence. The prohibitory system began to operate in 1817, at which time official documents show the 
coasting tonnage to have been about five hundred and ninety thousand tons; at the commencement of 
1826 it had increased to about seven hundred and twenty-two thousand tons, making an advance of about 
twenty-two and a half per cent. in nine years. During the same term of years immediately preceding 
the war, and including the two years of embargo, the coasting trade increased from about three hundred 
and seventeen to four hundred and seventy-seven thousand tons, making an advance of about fifty and a 
half per cent.; the inference from which is, that the restrictive system is equally paralyzing to every 
interest which it touches. As regards the loss of tonnage employed in the importation of foreign 
woolens that the manufacturers say is to be supplied by the importation of the articles used by the 
domestic manufacturer, even under the present onerous duty of thirty-seven and a half per cent., sixty-five 
thousand tons must be employed in the export and import occasioned by our use of foreign woolens; and 
by calculation the amount of tonnage which the twenty-five thousand manufacturers produced by the 
stoppage of this trade would employ could not amount to more than about fourteen thousand tons, so 
that the alleged gain is a positive loss to the country of forty-one thousand tons of shipping annually. 

8. ftesolved, That the evils said to result from the drain of the precious metals from the country by 
the operations of foreign commerce are entirely chimerical, having no existence in reason or in fact. 
Gold and silver are articles of merchandise equally with cotton and tobacco, and are operated upon by 
the same commercial principles. We export cotton and gold to Great Britain for precisely the same 
reason, viz: that they are more valuable there than here; while, on the other hand, we receive bullion 
from Mexico and South America because it is less valuable there than here. The trade in specie, like 
all others, flourishes most when free and untrammelled. Indeed, the operations of this commerce form 
a beautiful and instructive commentary upon the truth of those principles of free trade which it is the 
wish and design of this meeting to advocate. We export foreign goods and domestic produce to Mexico 
and South America, and receive in exchange gold and silver; if, then, we had a law to retain this gold 
and silver within our country, what peculiar advantage would the trade afford us? We should have 
ship loads of useless metals (useless above the quantity required for manufacturing purposes and a 
circulating medium) in exchange for ship loads of food and clothing; but if this specie be re-exported 
and exchanged for foreign fabrics both for our own comfort and convenience, and for re-exportation at a 
good profit to those very countries from whence we receive this gold and silver, an acceptable service 
has been performed to the nation, although “our country,” to use the manufacturer’s phrase, “has been 
drained of its specie” by foreign commerce. 

A reference to facts will confirm the statement that the import and export of specie, like every other 
kind of merchandise, fluctuates according to the various circumstances of supply and demand. In 1824 
we imported about $8,379,000 in gold and silver, and exported about $7,014,000. In 1825 we imported 
about $6,150,000, and exported about $8,797,000; while in 1826 we imported $6,880,000, and exported 
only about $4,098,000. 

The more free and open the export of specie, the greater will be the import. No species of trade can 
escape loss and detriment under the restrictive system. 

9. Resolved, That the often-repeated assertion that there is a balance of trade against the United 
States in their intercourse with foreign nations is entirely unfounded and unsupported by facts. 

If exchange on England, for instance, be at ten per cent. premium, the balance of trade with that 
country is said to be just ten per cent. against us. Now, the fact is, that the premium paid for exchange 
between us and England is no more a test to discover the profitableness of our import trade with that 
country than it is a barometrical test of the respective temperatures of the two countries. The merchants 
engaged in the East Indian, Russian, and French trades transmit the proceeds of their cargoes to 
England and draw upon England for them, and the premium (regulated as it must be by the value of 
specie there and its cost of transportation) might be nominally ten or twenty per cent. against us, and 
yet we might not owe the British nation one farthing. 
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Again: we might be indebted to Great Britain a considerable amount, and yet the demand for money, 
arising out of some temporary causes, might be so great at home that bills would sell at a discount, and 
vice versa. 

But it is asserted that we have sent and are sending forth our public stocks and securities, and thus 
mortgaging the country to pay for importations. One single fact will, in the opinion of this meeting, 
settle this part of the controversy conclusively. A less amount of United States stock of all descriptions 
is owned abroad than was in 1803, though we have imported hundreds of millions of dollars worth of 
goods since that period, and, according to the reasoning of these restrictionists, ought long since to have 
sunk into hopeless bankruptcy. 

But, in the opinion of this meeting, the last of the arguments of the high tariff party connected with 
the subject of the balance of trade, is the most futile that grave men ever suggested. It is said that the 
imports of the United States exceed the exports, and that therefore the country is progressing towards 
ruin. If, then, the nation exports one hundred thousand dollars worth of any article, and receives in 
return $110,000 worth of other commodities, she has lost $10,000; but if the return for the $100,000 be 
worth only $90,000 she has gained $10,000; that is to say, nations lose by their profits and gain by their 
losses; and yet this argument forms one of the corner stones of the American system. 

10. Resolved, That the doctrine that, by a cessation of our imports of foreign articles, we should 
promote our national independence, is entirely visionary and absurd. If we have any intercourse what- 
ever with foreign nations, either by the export of raw produce or even of domestic manufactures, we 
must take some of the productions of those nations with whom we trade in exchange, and of course be 
dependent upon them for those articles, let them be what they may; for, if there be no reciprocity of . 
interest and intercourse, trade must naturally and inevitably cease. 

Trade is dependent upon the supply of mutual wants by a mutual exchange of commodities; nay 
this very act of interchange constitutes trade and commerce. No man sells or barters with another man 
unless he receives some article in the exchange which he more greatly desires than that which he already 
possesses. These elementary principles, simple and self-evident as they are, seem either to have been 
unknown, forgotten, or disregarded by the self-styled friends of the American system. In fine, it is the 
settled opihion of this meeting that this notion of false independence would not only destroy foreign 
commerce, but would tend to interdict all intercourse between the different States, counties, townships, 
families, and individuals of the nations, to break the bonds of civilized society, to dismember the great 
human family, and to bring back those days of savage and isolated independence when the unassisted 
efforts of each individual alone ministered to his wants or provided for his few and precarious comforts. 

A memorial to Congress was submitted to the meeting and unanimously agreed to. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, That a committee of twelve persons be appointed, with whom the chairman and secretaries 
be joined, who shall, on behalf of this meeting, sign the memorial which has been adopted, and forward 
it, with the resolutions, to one of our Representatives in Congress and one of the members of the Senate, 
with a request that they will lay them before their respective bodies. Also, to correspond with members 
of Congress, public bodies, and individuals in other places, and do such other matters and things as in 
their opinion will promote the object for which this meeting is convened. 

The following committee was then appointed: Samuel Archer, R. M. Whitney, Edward Bettle, Joseph 
R. Evans, Richard Price, Lewis Clapier, Ambrose White, John A. Brown, Joshua Haven, Samuel W. 
Jones, Caleb Cope, John Hemphill. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting, with the resolutions, be published in all the daily 


newspapers of the city. THOS. P. COPE. Chai 
ee 4, Chairman. 





Jno. 5. Henry, Secretary. 





To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled : 


The memorial and remonstrance of the citizens of Philadelphia opposed to the further increase of 
duties upon woolen and other imported goods respectfully showeth: That your memorialists have 
observed with regret the constant efforts of some of those who are engaged in manufactures to obtain 
such successive increase of duties on foreign goods as may, in their opinion, finally produce a total 
prohibition of commerce, to the great injury and distress of the farmers, artisans, and merchants of the 
country, and even to the prejudice of the real interests of the manufacturers themselves. So various 
and extended are the objections to this course of policy which impress the minds of your memorialists, 
that they feel embarrassed in attempting to present them to your attention within the narrow limits which 
custom prescribes to an address of this character. Opposed in principle to any system which would, 
unnaturally and prematurely, foster one branch of domestic industry by the injury of others, your memo- 
rialists are entirely hostile to any increase of the present tariff; but a further advance of duties upon 
woolens, the prominent object of attention at the present time, appears to them as peculiarly oppressive, 
impolitic, and unnecessary. 

The tariff of 1824 was the result of compromise. It contained a full, ample, and sufficient protection 
to the manufacturers of the country. It was confessed at the moment, even by themselves, to be adequate 
and satisfactory; and further increase was deprecated and disavowed. It may, then, be easily imagined 
that in 1826 your memorialists were astonished to find a demand made for such duties upon one of the 
most essential articles of consumption in the country, viz: woolen goods, as would produce a total inter- 
diction of foreign importations. This act demonstrates, and, indeed, it has been specifically admitted, 
that nothing short of a total non-intercourse with manufacturing nations will satisfy the desires of the 
advocates of the proposed tariff. The question, therefore, is reduced to very narrow limits: Will the 
Congress of the United States prohibit the importation of all foreign fabrics whenever the manufacturers 
of particular articles make such a request, regardless of the interests of the farmers, artisans, and 
merchants concerned in the import, and, of course, in the great and important export trade of our country ? 

Believing that the life and sinew of the nation exist in its agriculture, and that the interests of this 
large body of their fellow-citizens have been mistaken or disregarded in identifying them with the high 
duty system, your memorialists would beg your attention to the operation of the “‘woolens bill” on that 
portion of the community. The true interest of the farmer is to be found in a self-evident, though often 
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ridiculed maxim, to-wit: that he should dispose of his productions to whom and from whence the greatest 
amount of profit can be derived, and purchase those things he desires where and from whom he can by 
them the cheapest. Hence, the greater the competition, and the more open the markets for both buying and 
selling, the more prosperous will be the interests of the farmer. In addition to the home demand, he 
ought to have as large and free a foreign market as possible, untrammelled by duties and restrictions. 
The very design of what is called protection to manufacturers, is to cause all consumers to purchase 
domestic goods at a dearer rate than foreign articles can be procured at. If this be not the case, and 
high duties imposed on foreign goods will not produce this effect, then they cannot operate protectively, 
and, of course, are useless. The very design, therefore, of the “ woolens bill,” which is held up as a 
matter of great interest and importance to the farmer, is to make him pay more for the articles which he 
consumes than he would have to do if there was no duty; and the only compensation which he ig to 
receive, to reconcile him to this taxation, is to be found in an increase of duty upon the foreign wool 
imported for the use of the domestic manufacturers. It will require but few observations to show the 
delusive nature of this proffered boon, and its utter inadequacy to compensate the farmer for the serious 
losses to which he will be subjected by the restrictive system. By the tariff of 1824 the increase of duty 
on imported wool was exceeded eight times by the increase of duty upon the manufactured article; by 
which operation the farmer was protected by gaining one dollar and losing eight. Forty millions of 
pounds of wool are represented as the annual consumption of the United States, of which it appears that 
only about two millions are foreign growth. Hence the farmers have already nearly the whole market in 
their hands; and, supposing the two millions of pounds of foreign wool excluded by the proposed increage 
of duty, and the price of the manufactured articles increased, as is demanded by the new tariff, about one 
hundred per cent., the gain of the farmer would be an increased market for wool worth a few hundred 
thousand dollars, and a loss, by the enhanced prices of goods, of several millions of dollars. This may be 
made numerically clearer by a comparison between the increase of duties of 1824 on raw wool and upon 
goods. The wool-grower received a benefit amounting to about $179,000 on wool, and he and other 
consumers lost about $3,660,000 by the increased duty on the woolen goods. 

Your remonstrants are aware that it has been denied that an increase of duties will produce an 
increase of price to the consumer. The domestic manufacturers, it is said, will soon supply thie article ag 
good and as cheap, or even cheaper, than the foreign fabric. For proof of this, it is contended that the 
prohibition of coarse cotton goods, by the tariff of 1816, absolutely produced this effect, and has actually 
lessened the price of the article. Your memorialists would dwell a moment upon these statements, 
believing them to be totally fallacious, and yet apprehending that they have obscured and led astray more 
than any others which have been advanced upon the subject. 

That an increase of price in any given article is the object and effect of a prohibitory or restrictive 
duty must be manifest at first glance, because the only manner in which the duty can protect is by an 
increase of price consequent upon the exclusion of that foreign competition which had before tended to 
diminish the value of the article. But it is replied that this is merely a temporary result; that when the 
market is secured the prices will again be reduced. If this has been the effect with cotton, as is affirmed, 
why not throw off the duty and open the market? But instead of this, and in contradiction of the whole of 
this theory, more duties on cottons are proposed, even on those very articles which we are declared to manu- 
facture not only as cheap as England but even so low as to undersell British goods in foreign markets, 
Now, your memorialists deny that the tariff prohibiting foreign coarse cottons has lowered the price to 
the consumer or produced those excellent effects which have been alleged. At the same time that they 
remark that, if this was a fact, the cases of cotton and woolen fabrics are not analogous. The former 
being produced, to a very great extent, by machinery, depends, therefore, less for lowness of price on 
the cheapness of manual labor, which is an object of such importance in a manufacture like that of 
woolens, where manipulations cannot to a very great extent be supplied by machinery. 

To show that the nation is paying, by the high tariff system, an enormous bounty to the manufac- 
turers of cotton goods, we would refer to the fact that the import of cottons, under duties and charges 
amounting to 65 per cent. and upwards, was about cight millions of dollars in 1824, and had increased to 
eleven millions in 1825. If, then, so large an amount is yet imported, under a rate of duty in some cases 
amounting to 90 per cent., it is manifest that British goods, paying freight to our ship-owners, a good 
profit to our merchants, and giving a revenue of from 60 to 90 per cent. to Government, can yet be sold 
so as to compete with our own manufacturers; and, therefore, that, so far from the tariff of 1816 reducing 
the prices of cotton goods, without any tariff, they would have been 60 to 90 per cent. cheaper than they 
now are. ‘These are not matters of speculation but of grave and certain calculation. 

The improvements in machinery, the reduction in the price of labor, and, above all, the great decrease 
in the value of raw cotton, have lessened the price of goods, and not the tariff of 1816. No better evidence 
of this can be demanded than the simple fact that foreign fabrics have equally decreased in value with 
our own, and that so large a duty is yet required to exclude them from our markets. 

As regards the exportation of our cottons so as to undersell the British in the South American markets, 
which is adduced to show the cheapness of our articles and the employment which commerce is to receive 
in lieu of the loss of our import, and, consequently, in time, of our export trade, we will make a passing 
observation. 

We exported in 1826 produce, &c., to the amount, in round numbers, of seventy-seven millions of 
dollars. Of this sum were domestic cottons to South America, Mexico, &c., amounting to about eleven 
hundred thousand dollars. The export of cottons from Great Britain to the same places, in the same time, 
is estimated at twenty-five millions of dollars. This, then, is the progress we have made in the supplant- 
ing the manufactures of Great Britain. To make the matter still more forcible, we actually re-exported of 
foreign cottons, nearly all being of British make, within one or two hundred thousand dollars as much as 
our export of domestic cottons. Your memorialists have dwelt longer on the subject of the effects of the 
tariff of 1816 upon the prices of cotton goods because they conceive the argumeits derived from them, 
futile and fallacious as they are proved to be, are yet amongst the most forcible which the advocates of 
the prohibitory system can present. Your remonstrants, however, are unwilling to trespass upon your 
attention by entering into the varied and deeply interesting details of this great’ question of political 
economy. They will content themselves with a partial examination of two or three more of the strongest 
positions assumed by their opponents, referring for a more full exposition of their sentiments to the 
accompanying resolutions, and more especially to the very able and lucid report of the committee of the 
citizens of Boston opposed to an increase of duties upon importations, which, in the opinion of your 
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memorialists, contains a full and clear exhibition of the facts, calculations, and arguments applicable to 
the entire solution of this great national question. 

Passing by, then, the fallacious doctrines of the tariff party about our independence of foreign nations 
for our supply of goods, the alleged drain of specie from our country for the payment of foreign nations, 
and the notions about that chimera called the balance of trade, your memorialists will proceed to consider 
two matters peculiarly affecting that portion of the country in which they reside, previously adverting, 
however, to a subject immediately connected with the proposed woolens bill. They have already said 
that the tariff of 1824 was the result of much deliberation, and was acknowledged as the ultimatum of the 
hopes and wishes of the high tariff party. The country had then a right to expect relief from a perpetually 
varying and increasing tariff. So general was this feeling that, on the introduction of the bill of last 
year, it was understood and professed to be only an act to enforce and render a railing the duties imposed 
on woolens by the tariff of 1824, and not to be a new law doubling a duty amounting to 374 per cent., and, 
with the addition of the expenses consequent upon importation, giving the domestic manufacturer a pro- 
tection amounting to near 60 per cent., sufficient to originate and foster any branch of manufacture which 
can be really beneficial to the country. It has been alleged constantly, anc has operated powerfully in 
favor of the proposed increase of the 37} per cent. duty, that, owing to certain reductions of duties in 
England on wool and some articles used in the manufacture of woolen goods, the 874 per cent. protection 
had been reduced nearly one-half. This statement your memorialists declare to be fallacious. To go into 
a detailed examination of the rates of British duty on the various articles referred to would exceed the 
limits proposed to this memorial; but your remonstrants are prepared to show that the whole reduction, 
in any way lessening the cost of woolen goods in England, does not amount, at the most liberal calcula- 
tion, to more than 24 per cent., which would still leave the enormous protection of 354 per cent. on all 
woolen fabrics. : 

The great increase of employment for labor and capital alleged to be consequent upon an increase of 
the tariff upon woolens is strongly urged by the restrictionists as a matter of vast interest and concern 
to the inhabitants of the middle and eastern States. Great distress, occasioned by a want of employment, 
is gravely insisted upon as existing in those parts of our country by the very men who, to serve another 
purpose, loudly complain of the high prices of labor and scarcity of operatives as reasons for further pro- 
tection by duties. The woolen manufacturers seem to have forgotten that the employment of labor and 
capital is not an attribute peculiar to themselves. The cultivators of wheat, cotton, and tobacco, and the 
manufacturers of ships, houses, and the various mechanics, certainly employ domestic labor to as great 
an extent, and are entitled to as much consideration, as themselves ; and it is further manifest that the 
artisans of foreign countries who work for us, unless they give us their wares without money and without 
equivalents, must employ American capital and industry in providing payments. This is a principle 
which, properly estimated, would throw much light upon the subject of our trade with other nations, viz : 
that, unless they are generous enough to supply us gratuitously, in which case we ought not to complain, 
we must repay them by the exportation of articles the produce of our profitable domestic labor. 

Taking the statements of the amount of capital and labor employed by the woolen manufacturers to 
be what they state, and supposing the total prohibition of foreign importation, the increased demand for 
labor and capital, according to calculations founded upon their own data, would amount to the employ- 
ment of twenty-five thousand persons and twenty millions of dollars of capital. In a nation with a popu- 
lation of twelve millions of people we do not deny that, in the abstract, the employment even of much 
less labor and capital than this is an advantage to the country, but we cannot be content to purchase it 
at so enormous a price as the manufacturers themselves declare to be necessary. 

They allege that, at the present rate of duties, when all the consumers are taxed near 60 per cent. 
for their benefit, to them the business is a ruinous one; from which it appears that, if the consumer lose 
this amount and the manufacturers lose their capital and labor also, the whole business must be very 
destructive and injurious to the country ; and the employment of manufacturers in effecting the ruin of 
themselves and their country cannot be considered either as a profitable or rational species of labor. 
Such are the absurdities to which the friends of the high tariff system are reduced in supporting their 
cause. But, say the manufacturers, give us double the existing duties and we will employ twenty-five 
thousand persons and twenty millions of dollars of additional capital, to the great benefit of the agricul- 
ture, &e., of the country. 

This argument, in its simple form, stands thus : lay a tax upon the consumers of woolens (who amount 
to ten or twelve millions of persons) to the amount of at least as many millions of dollars, and we shall 
be enabled to employ twenty-five thousand persons and twenty millions of dollars of capital, after having 
effected the ruin of the merchants engaged in the foreign woolen trade, and injured the farmers by the 
stoppage of a large foreign market for their produce. 

Your memorialists will not, however, trespass much longer upon your attention, but draw to a con- 
clusion, after adverting to one other subject immediately connected with the interests of that section of 
the Union in which they reside. 

The restrictionists urge, against the importation of European, and especially of British goods, that 
these nations, from whom we purchase so largely, will not take our productions in return. We totally 
object to the principle of estimating the profitableness of the whole foreign trade of a country by its inter- 
course with a particular nation ; for your memorialists aver that it might be to the interest of our country, 
under certain circumstances, to buy all that we import from Great Britain by payments made in specie, 
and without remitting, directly, any domestic produce whatever. 

But the facts, with regard to our import and export trade to Great Britain, show that she and her 
colonies consume of our raw materials vastly more than the whole amount of manufactured goods which 
we import from her; that she is, in fact, our largest foreign customer ; that the prosperous existence of 
more than one-half of the States of our Union depends upon the continuance of this export trade. If by 
the exclusive system, which is so strongly urged, we force Great Britain to seek her supplies of cotton 
and other southern produce elsewhere, as undoubtedly will be the case, we shall painfully discover, in the 
ruin that will ensue, that we are, and have been, possessed of articles more than adequate to the payment 
of all our foreign importations. 

But the advocates of restriction, drawing an imaginary line between the interests of our country, 
affirm that of the produce of States north of the Potomac, “who are the large consumers of foreign manu- 
factures, nothing is received abroad in exchange.” A simple statement of facts will refute this ill-advised 
and rash assertion. : 

The export of articles manifestly of northern growth and production to Great Britain and her colonies 
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amounted, in 1826, to near six millions of dollars ; and the freight of cotton and other southern articles 
transported in northern ships and employing northern labor and capital, amounted, on a fair estimate to 
near seven millions of dollars more ; so that it is demonstrated that at least thirteen millions of dollars of 
northern and eastern capital has been employed where the manufacturers assert that not a dollar has 
been invested or produced ; add to all this the grain, flour, and various agricultural productions, and 
above all, the large amount of foreign goods re-exported to the southern States from the north, at a good 
profit, to feed and clothe the producers of cotton, tobacco, &c.—those envied articles of export in which it is 
said that the northern States do not participate—and compare this with the low prices which the planter 
receives for his various productions, and your memorialists believe that a very large proportion indeed 
of the profits of this trade will be found to centre in the north. 

Believing, then, as your memorialists do, that the further increase of duties is unnecessary to the 
protection and advance of domestic manufactures, and would be prejudicial to the interests of all portions 
of our country, the northern as well as the southern ; believing, also, that a shipping interest, amounting 
to eighty-five millions of dollars, and capital otherwise connected with commerce, amounting to hundreds 
of millions more, are entitled to some consideration from the Government, your memorialists are cop. 
strained earnestly to remonstrate against the passage of a bill increasing the present tariff of duties 
upon woolens or any species of merchandise. 

If the protection system, as it is called, be carried much further, the manufacturers of the middle 
States will have to ask assistance and aid from Government against the skill and capital of the eastern 
States, and the southern planters, large bounties upon agriculture, to enable them to sustain the shock 
consequent upon a decrease of the foreign demand for their articles, which this very restrictive policy 
must inevitably produce. 

Knowing the charm of names, the advocates of prohibitory duties have dignified their scheme with 
the title of the “American system.” This appellation your memorialists conceive to be an unhappy and 
deceptive misnomer. If the reasonings of your remonstrants have any force or aptitude, the oppression 
of agriculture, the serious detriment of commerce, and the absolute injury of manufactures, would be the 
effects of the proposed system. How, then, a scheme totally erroneous in its theory, and excessively 
injurious in its practice to all the best interests of the United States, can be properly called the “American 
system,” your memorialists are utterly unable to perceive. 

They remonstrate earnestly against it, as impolitic, deceptive, and entirely anti-patriotic, and again 
beg that Congress will make no increase of the present rates of duties. 

THOS. P. COPE, Chairman. 


Martrnew L. Bevan, ) Gincinsd 
¥ ° 2% ‘ : es, 
Jxo. S. Henry, j’ 


Samuel Archer. Ambrose White. 
R. M. Whitney. John A, Brown. 
Edward Bettle. . Joshua Haven. 
Jos. R. Evans. Sam. W. Jones. 
Richard Price. Caleb Cope. 

L. Clapier. John Hemphill. 


Puitapevruia, January 22, 1828. 
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AGAINST INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 28, 1828. 


To the honorable the Senate and the honorable the House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled : 


The undersigned, merchants and others, residing in Portland, in the State of Maine, respectfully 
represent: That we cannot view with unconcern the proposition lately submitted to Congress to increase 
the duties on foreign merchandise, and particularly on iron, hemp, molasses, and woolen goods, not with 
a view to an increase of revenue, but for the sole purpose and avowed object of discouraging the 
importation of those articles, and of encouraging the manufacture and use of substitutes in this country. 
The reasoning relied upon to sustain this proposition is developed in a most ample manner, and by a 
course of reasoning, it must be admitted, both ingenious and plausible, by the Secretary of the Treasury. 
It is, nevertheless, we conceive, founded in a false assumption of facts. It is bottomed upon the suppo- 
sition not only that these articles are of primary necessity, but that the skill, capital, and materials 
are wanting, and can only be acquired by extraordinary encouragement, and by a sacrifice of temporary 
interests, and of temporary interests alone. And it is argued that, after skill and capital shall have 
been acquired, we shall be furnished with many of these articles at a cheaper rate than we can 
otherwise hope to be able to purchase them. All this we conceive to be erroneous. We would inquire 
what skill there is in the manufacture of bar or cast iron which we do not possess, and which we have 
not possessed and had in constant operation for at least half a century? If we had the ore we should 
find the skill and capital abundant ; and we are not yet informed that an increase of duty will supply 
the want of this indispensable article. If, therefore, a duty is to be laid to promote the production of 
this article it must be permanent and enduring, without hope of remission; and this must be done to 
favor some particular portion of the Union, whom fortune has already favored beyond any other portion 
in having ore suitable for manufacture. Wrought iron is, indeed, an article of primary importance. The 
poor man needs it in his implements, and it enters into almost every utensil. It is, above all, essential 
to navigation. 

Commerce is at this time in a state of depression, arising, in a great measure, from exorbitant duties 
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already imposed. It is true that we have been able to import hemp from the Baltic, but this article 
also it is proposed to encumber with an additional duty to encourage the skill necessary in its production 
in this country. It seems incredible to us that any individual should pretend that an additional duty on 
this article is to be otherwise than a perpetual bounty, to be paid by those who have the misfortune 
to possess lands too sterile to produce this article, to the sole and exclusive benefit of those who are 
favored with lands of the most fertile and productive quality, which are alone capable of producing it. 
In relation to the proposed additional duty on molasses, we cannot forbear stating facts evidential of 
its importance to the commerce of this district. By an examination at the custom-house it appears that 
during the last year there were 203 clearances from this district for ports in the West Indies, and 158 
jnward entries from those ports; that there was imported into this district during the same period 
3,890,321 gallons of molasses, paying a revenue of $238,843; that 37,843 tons of shipping were employed 
in this trade, navigated by 1,638 seamen; and that we exported over 26,000,000 feet of boards, scantling, 
&c. The foregoing statement, we conceive, will require no argument fully to prove the importance of the 
article to the commerce of this district. Should Congress burden this article with an increase of duty, 
already amounting to 333 per cent. of its cost, the effect, we humbly conceive, must be to produce an 
absolute prohibition of its use for what is at present a very considerable portion of its consumption, and, 
consequently, an almost total annihilation of the commerce and business of this district, as well as that 
of our State. Our shipping, being of a peculiar construction, calculated for the exportation of lumber, 
and bringing the proceeds thereof in the cheapest and least valuable product of the West Indies, would 
be useless for any other branch of trade. 

In relation to woolen goods we would remark that, i our belief, no further encouragement is necessary 
or reasonable; the manufacturers of them even now, in a good measure, supply the market of our country. 
The requisite skill has been acquired, and there is no lack of capital. The duty already imposed is about 
one-third of the cost. If this increase of price to the consumer is not adequate to the protection of the 
domestic manufacturer we do not believe that it can be expedient to extend it further. Considering the 
skill already attained, and the vast capital embarked in this species of manufacture, if requiring the 
people of this country, nevertheless, to pay one-third more for the article than it could otherwise be 
purchased for be not adequate protection, it seems to us that it would be much wiser to abandon all hope 
of succeeding in such a scheme, and to restore to the people the privilege of clothing themselves at a 
cheaper rate. It has been suggested, as an inducement to this species of manufacture, that it will 
encourage agriculture, and especially the growing of wool; but it cannot be regarded as otherwise than 
unfortunate for this branch of the argument that the price of wool has seldom been in a greater state of 
depression than at present, and much lower, in fact, than before the commencement of the manufacturing 
mania, 

Your memorialists might enter into various details upon this interesting subject, but we forbear lest 
we should occupy ground already sufficiently familiar. We cannot but flatter ourselves that some 
importance is yet to be attached to commerce; that the branch of business which has already enabled 
the Government to pay, in a measure, the national debt; which has, in the course of less than forty years, 
afforded more than five hundred millions of revenue; which has, in the same time, been a source of great 
individual wealth; and which has diffused prosperity and happimess throughout every part of the commu- 
nity, will not be proscribed for the sake of a visionary and, to say the least of it, an uncertain experiment. 
PortLaND, January, 1828. 
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IN FAVOR OF INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 28, 1828. 


STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS. 
In Genera AssemBLy, JANUARY SeEssron, 1828. 


Voted and resolved, That our delegation in Congress be requested to use all proper efforts to procure 
such increase of duties upon imports as may effectually afford protection both to the production and 
manufacture of wool, cotton, iron, hemp, and flax. 

True copy—witness. 

HENRY BOWEN, Secretary. 
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AGAINST INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 28, 1828. 


Wesrtsoroven, January 21, 1828. 


Sir: The committee of the citizens of Westborough, in imitation of our fellow-citizens of Boston and 
the vicinity, though personally unknown to you, feel emboldened by a similarity of sentiments entertained 
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rr, 
by you and us, to assume the liberty to transmit to you our protest against the addition of further restrictiye 
and prohibitory measures on imports, and particularly that of woolen ; goods. Knowing your correct 
extensive, and exalted views on this subject, and your ability and felicity in displaying them, we are happy 
to avail ourselves of your generous and powerful aid, and submit, with full confidence, our memorial to 
your consideration and discretionary disposal, cherishing the fond hope that the united exertions and intey- 
cessions of all who are of one mind will be prevalent in the prevention of additional encouragement to 4 
class of men already, in our estimation, too highly favored. 

Till recently the great body of the people of this Commonwealth have been but careless “lookers on,» 
while the manufacturers have been vociferous and active, and, by their loudness and perpetual movements 
have made themselves, and perhaps the country at large, believe that a small minority were “ We, the 
people of the United States.” 

On our part, apathy and silence can no longer prevail; and we now, on the brink of imminent danger 
begin to speak and to act. . ’ 

We confide in the wisdom and equal policy of our National Legislature to avert the impending evils 
and preserve and perpetuate the rights and immunities of every class of citizens throughout our vast and 
rising Republic. 

With sentiments of high consideration and profound respect, the committee subscribe themselves 
your friends and very humble servants, 





NATHAN FISHER. 
LOVETT PETERS. 
NAHUM HARRINGTON, 
I. LEWIS GREEN. 

Hon. Rospert Y. Hayne. 





To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 


The undersigned, citizens of Westborough, in the county of Worcester and Commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts, respectfully represent: That they view with deep solicitude, mingled with fear and regret, the 
importunate efforts of the friends and advocates of additional duties “on imports, and especially on the 
important and essential article of woolen manufactured goods.” As we are almost exclusively farmers 
and landholders, we might enumerate many sore grievances, peculiarly our own, and pour numerous and 
endless complaints into the ears of our National Legislature respecting our necessary and useful, but 
ungainful employment, in cultivating the ground; yet principles of justice and self-respect, the duty of 
peaceable and quiet citizens, forbid that we should weary our Government with a recital of our ill-requited 
toils, and the absolute and comparative unproductiveness of our agricultural labors. What we could not 
expect as a right we will not seek to obtain by unceasing importunity. The times to us have been, and 
now are, inauspicious for the easy and rapid accumulation of wealth; and though we may sufler more 
than our proportion, yet, as we are sensible we are suffering in company with most of our fellow-citizens 
through the United States, we will bear our burden with cheerfulness, and hope for the dawn of a brighter 
day. We will not ask for favors to be extended to us, and more especially when the bestowment would 
be a detriment to the interests and occupations of other classes of the community. “ We are troubled on 
every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair;” and, under all our embarrassments, 
we conceive our only just and hopeful remedy is retrenchment of superfluous expenses, an increase of 
industry, frugality, and enterprise, and to let nothing check our perseverance in the prosecution of every 
laudable pursuit. Soliciting no boon for ourselves, we are unwilling that any should be conferred on 
others at our charge, who are not more meritorious or indigent than we. 

Wishing that the political balance may be held even and impartially, and that all interests 
advantageous to our Republic may receive due patronage, we can truly avow that we feel friendly to 
manufacturing establishments. It is not their annihilation or embarrassment we desire, but their 
existence and prosperity. Not that they should grow up prematurely, or be multiplied indefinitely, but 
that they should rise naturally, in order that they may rise vigorously; that they may rise like the oak, 
which, accustomed to frost and tempest as well as sunshine and the gentle gales of summer, increases 
slowly, indeed, but surely, and unsupported by extrinsic aid; and not like the ivy, to be upheld by the 
oak, and altogether without a self-sustaining power. 

Though your memorialists believe the tariff of May, 1824, 1s raised to a pitch affecting injuriously 
agriculture and foreign commerce, we do not ask its repeal. But, at the same time, we have the fullest 
conviction “that a true national policy does not dictate its augmentation.” We do not believe an increase 
of duties would be beneficial to the manufacturers themselves in general; and there can be no doubt it 
would be immediately and permanently disadvantageous to agriculturists, mechanics, and those engaged 
in foreign commerce. As often as the farmer secedes from agriculture and the merchant from commerce, 
and invest their capital in manufacturing establishments, so often we have evidence that they believe the 
business of manufactures to be more lucrative than the vocation they have voluntarily abandoned; and 
instead of soliciting gratuities from their fellow-citizens, we think they ought to be satisfied with the fruits 
of a calling in which they so willingly engaged. Self-love, self-interest, not love of country, induces men 
to choose their professions and pursuits. Patriotic motives have very little, and a very remote influence 
in the election. It is love of self that leads us. We do not pretend to be adepts in political economy; but 
experience, a very useful instructor and sure guide, informs us that the “home market” created by the 
erection of factories is, and we believe ever will be, quite inadequate to meet the exigencies of our 
country. Though manufacturers virtually say of themselves, “we are the number born to eat up the 
fruits of the earth,” still, to all except those in the immediate vicinity of factories, no perceptible 
difference has yet been realized in the consumption of the surplus products of the husbandman by the 
population of these numerous establishments. Other and better markets must be had, or the agricultural 
interest, the basis and aliment of all others, will continue depressed and languishing. 

What Alexander Hamilton wrote forty years ago is applicable to our time. “There are persons,” 
says this profound statesman, “who imagine that the duties on imports can hardly be carried to an inju- 
rious excess, since the higher they are, the more, it is alleged, they will tend to discourage an extravagant 
consumption, to produce a favorable balance of trade, and to promote domestic manufactures. But all 
extremes are pernicious, in various ways. Exorbitant duties on imported articles are sure to beget a 
general spirit of smuggling, which is always prejudicial to the fair trader, and eventually to the revenue 
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itself. They tend to render other classes of the community tributary in an improper degree to the manu- 
facturing classes, to whom they give a premature monopoly of the markets. They sometimes force 
industry out of its most natural channels into others in which it flows with less advantage. And in the 
last place, they oppress the merchant, who is often obliged to pay the duties himself without any retribu- 
tion from the consumer.” So far as our intelligence extends, “the restrictive policy and prohibitory 
system” make few proselytes in this region, except those who have invested their property in cotton or 
woolen factories, or are connected with them by some kind of entangling alliance. 

We believe that the sentiments of a great majority of the citizens of Massachusetts and through New 
England have been, and still are, strongly opposed to an imposition of further duties on imported woolen 
goods. It does not become us to enlarge further on this fruitful and interesting topic, but to conclude by 
saying we have attentively perused the excellent memorial from the citizens of Boston and vicinity which 
has been already transmitted to Congress, and most cordially approve of the sentiments therein so ably 
expressed, and humbly and respectfully entreat that our opinions and wishes may not be disregarded on 
account of the triteness of our observations, the feebleness of our manner of utterance, the obscurity of 
our residence, or the paucity of our numbers; but that our note of remonstrance may be heard for the 
sake of the magnitude of the cause, and the paramount interests of our common and beloved country. 

NATHAN FISHER, 
LOVETT PETERS, 
NAHUM HARRINGTON, 
I. LEWIS GREEN, 
For ourselves and sixty-seven others, inhabitants of Westborough. 
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AGAINST INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 29, 1828. 


At a numerous and respectable meeting of the citizens of Chester district, assembled at Chester 
Court-House, by previous notice, for the purpose of taking into consideration the proposed tariff on woolens, 
on Monday, the 3d September, 1827, Dr. John Dunovant was called to the chair, and James Chestney, jr., 
appointed secretary. 

The committee appointed at a former meeting, consisting of N. R. Eaves, Esq., Clough S. Sims, Esq., 
John I. Potts, Esq., Mathew Williams, Esq., and John McKee, Esq., by Major Eaves, their chairman, 
reported the resolutions and memorial subjoined: 

Ist. Resolved, That it is not only the right but the duty of the citizens of this country, when 
aggrieved by unequal legislation, to remonstrate with firmness and decision, and to oppose with unre- 
mitting perseverance, every effort of Government to impose upon them taxes at variance with the 
Constitution, which proposes to guarantee to our citizens equal privileges and immunities. 

2d. Resolved, That it is inconsistent with the principles of a free Government that the interest of the 
majority of its citizens should be sacrificed to those of the minority, and contrary to the spirit of sound 
legislation that the property of one part of the community should be appropriated, without an equivalent, 
to the exclusive right of the other. 

3d. Resolved, That the present system of restriction and prohibition upon trade, by tariff duties, 
denominated the American system, is unequal in its provisions, unjust in its operation, and will, if 
suffered to progress, prove destructive to the peace and happiness of our country. 

4th. Resolved, That the attempt, during the last session of Congress, to impose on the citizens of this 
country an additional tariff, by the provisions of the woolens bill, was unexpected at that time, and 
calculated to prostrate the agricultural and commercial interests to the mercy of the manufacturers; 
that, operating as a heavy tax upon the poor and laborious part of the community, it is altogether 
inexpedient, and will, in a high degree, prove prejudicial to the southern States, who depend upon foreign 
importation for cloths for themselves and their slaves. 

5th. Resolved, That the citizens here assembled consider the proceedings of the late Harrisburg 
convention as a singular-instance of the disposition of the manufacturers to be constantly desirous of 
increasing the already enormous tariff; and that they strongly suspect it to be an attempt, by combination 
and intrigue, to buy the interests of the manufacturers, at the expense of the remaining part of the 
citizens, in favor of the present administration. 

6th. Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be signed by the chairman and secretary, and 
published, and that copies be forwarded to the Representatives of this election district, and the Senators 
of this State, to be presented to Congress. 





Memorial to the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled: 

The memorial of the citizens of Chester district, South Carolina, respectfully showeth: That they 
approach your honorable body under the sanction of that right which secures to them the privilege of 
petitioning Congress for a redress of their grievances; that, exercising that right in the present instance, 
they do it under the firm conviction that they advocate the interest of the majority of their fellow-citizens 
in the United States, and are neither influenced by party feelings nor actuated by motives of sectional 
agerandizement. Your memorialists view, with apprehension and regret, the extension of that principle 




















































760 FINANCE. [No. 836, 








of legislation which, if suffered to progress, will render one class of citizens tributary to the wealth ang 
advancement of the other. The present system of prohibition and restriction upon trade is a system of 
taxation upon the consumer for the benefit of the manufacturer—a principle, it is humbly conceived 
recognized neither in the letter nor in the spirit of the Constitution, They consider the manufacturer 
as entitled to no exclusive privileges above the rest of our community. In a Government of equality, the 
talents, the information, and the enterprise of its citizens, are the only sources to which they should look 
for success in any business in which they may choose to embark. If this principle be correct, that of 
affording governmental encouragement to the manufacturers must be a policy founded in an ignorance of 
human nature. 

The manufacturers, accustomed to look to this source for the reward of their labor, will regard their 
own efforts as a secondary means of success, and, as competition increases, will make new requisitions 
upon the funds of Government, or, we might rather say, upon the pockets of their neighbors through the 
instrumentality of Government. Your memorialists are aware that they are opposing a principle adopted 
by the former members of your honorable body, from the year 1816 to 1824; but they are confident that 
the wisdom and integrity which should ever influence the councils of a legislative body will lead you to 
reject error whenever discovered, although recommended by the highest authority, and especially when 
proved so, not only by its effects upon other countries, but by our own uniform experience. 

While the exigencies of Government require that those duties should be imposed for the purpose of 
revenue, your memorialists are satisfied they will be disposed to acquiesce in silence, although they 
might even then regard it as a tax of unequal operation. But when this object is deserted for the pur- 
pose of rendering them tributary to the manufacturing monopolists, they are compelled, by a sense of 
their violated rights, to enter a solemn protest against it. They are firmly convinced that this species of 
tax is at variance with the Constitution, and that, if that instrument be suffered to receive this unlimited 
construction, it will open a field for every species of imposition, and, instead of being the charter of our 
rights and privileges, will become the means of enslaving us. 

Your memorialists would, in a particular manner, call your attention to the woolens bill, happily 
rejected by your honorable body during its last session, and which will no doubt be brought up for your 
consideration at its next, aided by all the talent and influence of those interested in its passage. In 
addition to the reasons which may be urged against the system of taxation, denominated by its advocates 
the American system, the provisions of this bill are so manifestly selfish, and so much at variance with 
the true interest of our country, as to render it the just object of suspicion to every enlightened and 
impartial statesman. It is unnecessary to point out to your honorable body what would be its unjust 
operation upon the majority of the citizens of the United States, and would be no compliment to your good 
sense to endeavor to show what would be its ruinous effects upon the citizens of this State. Its tendency 
to impose a grievous tax upon us, by increasing the price of clothing for our slaves and by diminishing 
the price of our cotton, is obvious to every thinking member of the community. Your memorialists are 
fully impressed with the belief that the measures above adverted to are calculated to alienate the affections 
of a large class of citizens, and of introducing that spirit of jealousy and opposition to the operation of 
the General Government which will prove destructive to the peace and happiness of our country. To 
avoid consequences that are deprecated by every lover of his country, we solicit your serious opposition, 
not only to the woolens bill, but to that principle of odious taxation so fondly cherished by the advocates 


of the American system. 
JOHN DUNOVANT, Chairman. 





James CuestNey, Jr., Secretary. 
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IN FAVOR OF INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 29, 1828. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 

The petition of the undersigned, residents of the county of Northumberland, in Pennsylvania, respect- 
fully represents: 

That deeply sensible of the great importance to the true interests of the United States of further 
support to the agriculture and manufactures of the country, they solicit, with much deference, an early, 
earnest, and effective attention to these great objects from your honorable bodies. 

Your petitioners beg leave to state that the prosperity of this community is much retarded at this 
time for want of a home market to the farmer. While the ports of Great Britain are closed against him, 
the annual importations of twenty millions of dollars from that nation, in manufactures, depress and ruin 
domestic industry, and disable the mechanic and manufacturer of our country from growing up, alongside 
of the farmer, to consume his products. 

The decisive success of the manufacture of cottons, under a generous and enlightened protection, 
demonstrate, we respectfully conceive, that nothing is required to establish immovably our manufactures 
of iron, wool, flax, hemp, and printed cottons, and to insure a reduction of prices for them, and appreciated 
rates for the agriculturist, but a liberal support by augmented duties upon foreign manufactures of these 
descriptions. 

Without tediously enlarging upon subjects which cannot be considered otherwise than of the deepest 
concern and the greatest moment to the Union, we respectfully represent that we cordially concur in the 
sentiments and recommendations of the Harrisburg convention, held in July last, to whose memorial we 
pray a serious and earnest attention from the National Legislature. 
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IN FAVOR OF INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 29, 1828. 


CommonWEALtH oF PennsyivaniA, Harrisburg, January 22, 1828. 


Sir: I have the honor to transmit to you the following resolutions for affording additional protection 
to domestic manufactures and encouraging agricultural interests, to which your attention is respectfully 
requested. 

. I am, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
J. AND’W SHULZE. 

Isaac D. Barnarp, Esq., a Senator of this State in the Senate of the United States, at the city of Washington. 





A RESOLUTION for affording additional protection to domestic manufactures and encouraging agricultural interests. 


Experience having proved that the present tariff of the Government of the United States, whilst it 
has been productive of great and extensive benefits to the country, has yet been insufficient to render that 
protection to our domestic manufactures and agricultural interests to which they are fairly entitled. These 
important branches of internal industry, so closely connected that, it may now be said, the prosperity of 
the one depends on the success of the other, are equally entitled to aid and encouragement. The best 
interests of our country demand that every possible exertion should be made to procure the passage of an 
act of Congress imposing such duties as will enable our manufacturers to enter into fair competition with 
foreign manufacturers, and protect the farmer, the growers of hemp and wool, and the distiller of spirits 
from domestic materials, against foreign competition. The people of Pennsylvania do not ask for such a 
tariff as would secure to any one class, or to any section of the country, a monopoly. They want a system 
of protection which will extend its blessings, as well as its burdens, as equally as possible over every part 
of the Union; to be uniform in its operation upon the rich as well as the poor. Therefore— 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in 
General Assembly met, That the Senators of this State in the Senate of the United States be and they 
are hereby instructed, and the Representatives of this State in Congress be and they are hereby requested, 
to procure, if practicable, the establishment of such a tariff as will afford additional protection to our 
domestic manufactures, especially of woolen and fine cotton goods, glass, and such other articles as, in 
their opinion, require the attention of Congress, so as to enable our citizens fairly to compete with foreign 
enterprise, capital and experience, and give encouragement to the citizens of the grain-growing States, 
by laying an additional duty upon the importation of foreign spirits, flax, chinaware, hemp, wool, and 
bar iron. 

And be it further resolved, That the Governor be and he is hereby requested to transmit a copy of the 
foregoing preamble and resolution to each of our Senators and Representatives in Congress. 

NER MIDDLESWARTH, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAN’L STURGEON, 
Speaker of the Senate. 


Approved tie eleventh day of January, A. D. one thousand eight hundred and twenty-eight. 
J. AND’W SHULZE. 
PENNSYLVANIA, 88. 
Office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth : 
I certify, to all whom it may concern, that the foregoing is a true copy of the original resolutions 
now filed and of record in the said office. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal, at Harrisburg, the twenty-second day of 
[t. 8.] January, in the year of our Lord one thousand cight hundred and twenty-eight, and of the Common- 
wealth the fifty-second. 
JAMES TRIMBLE, Deputy Secretary. 
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CREDIT SYSTEM FOR DUTIES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 29, 1828. 


Mr. Ssirn, of Maryland, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was referred so much of a memorial 
from Pittsburg as relates to the credits given for duties at the custom-houses, reported: 


That, having had the same under consideration, they directed that a letter be addressed to the 
Secretary of the Treasury on the subject. His answer the committee ask leave to submit as part of their 
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report; and also to submit, as their opinion, “ that it is inexpedient to make any alteration in the credit 
system for duties on goods, &c., &c., imported into the United States.” 





Treasury Department, January 23, 1828. 


Sir: I had the honor to receive your letter of the 10th instant, stating that there had been referred 
to the Committee on Finance so much of a memorial from Pittsburg as relates to a reduction of credit on 
duty bonds, and that the committee wish to be informed whether the present terms of credit on such 
bonds are in any way injurious or dangerous to the revenue, and whether losses have arisen in consequence 
of such long credits that would not have happened if the terms of credit had not been extended. Your 
letter further requests that I will state what are the present terms of credit, what were the terms prior 
to the extension, and what terms would be safe for the revenue and not inconvenient to the commerce of 
the nation. 

The enclosed letter from the Comptroller exhibits so much of the information desired by the com- 
mittee as relates to the present terms of credit on duty bonds, and to the terms prior to the extension, 
commencing with the act of July 31, 1789, which was the first, and ending with that of April 20, 1818 
which is the last upon this subject. The enclosure, marked A, exhibits the whole subject under a different 
form of statement, and may be a form convenient for the inspection of the committee. 

It appears that, by the existing laws, the duties on the bulk of importations are payable in eight, 
ten, and twelve months. There are credits as short as six months, and others that extend to eighteen 
months, according to the countries whence the articles come. But the revenue of the United States from 
importations is derived, in a proportion scarcely less than that of four parts in five, on credits of from 
eight to twelve months inclusive. 

The other inquiries of your letter, to be fully or satisfactorily answered, necessarily involve the broad 
question of how far the present credit system is wise or expedient in its various bearings upon the 
revenue and foreign commerce of the nation? I should have been happy to investigate this question 
under further lights than I find on the records of this Department at present in immediate relation to it, 
or than I could hope to command without the lapse of a longer interval than would be compatible with 
the duty of affording a timely reply to your letter. Like most questions of policy embracing interests 
that are large and complicated, it is open to different views, as to which safe conclusions can only be 
arrived at by carefully comparing all the evidence attainable, and allowing to each course of reasoning 
its due relative weight. It may be said, however, that as the present credit system, or one that in the 
main has resembled it, has been a system under which the foreign commerce of the United States has, 
upon the whole, greatly flourished during a period of nearly thirty years, the evidence of its being 
erroneous ought to be very cogent and unequivocal to authorize the recommendation of a change. If, 
indeed, as has been said, it does, under any view, operate as an annual loan to the merchants by the 
Government, no objection is perceived to it on this score; on the contrary, since Government is in the 
performance of its best functions whilst aiding the industry of any great class of the community, provided 
this can be done without unduly trenching upon the interests of other classes, each class owing some- 
thing to the claims of the other in the task of reconciling and adjusting the interests of the whole. 

With these general remarks I proceed to reply, under the best lights now before me, to your ques- 
tions specifically. They are as follows: 

1. Is the present credit system in any way injurious or dangerous to the revenue? 

2. Have losses arisen under it that would not have happened if the terms of credit had not been 
extended ? 

3. What terms would be safe for the revenue and not inconvenient to the commerce of the nation? 

1. Replying to the first question, not in a confined and technical sense, but in one more enlarged, 
which I understand as the true sense in which the question is propounded, I have to say that the present 
system is not believed to be injurious or dangerous to the revenue. The system must be looked at as a 
whole, or the question cannot be fitly answered. It must be looked at, not solely in connexion with losses 
that may occur to the revenue under it, but also with the benefit which the revenue probably derives 
from it by the greater extension which it gives to our foreign commerce. Serving as capital to persons 
often otherwise unable to engage in trade, the ultimate augmentation to the revenue from this effect of 
the system stands as a counterbalance to the occasional losses that happen under it. It may be added, 
apart from this twofold view of the system, that the positive losses under it have been found to amount 
to a sum which it is thought may safely be pronounced very small. The whole amount of duties secured 
to the Government by bond from the 3d cf March, 1789, to the 31st December, 1823, was $527,480,239. 
Of this sum $1,575,626 had been lost at tle date last mentioned, and $758,191 were in suit, or otherwise 
doubtful. Assuming the whole of the latter sum to have been lost, which, however, has not been the 
case, the entire loss upon the aggregate sum first stated is less than 45 cents in each one hundred dollars. 

2. Have losses arisen under the system that would not have happened if the terms of credit had not 
been extended? The answer to this question has, in effect, been anticipated by what has been said. It 
may, doubtless, be considered that some losses have happened that would have been less likely to happen 
under credits less extended; but it is deemed altogether probable that the importation would have been 
less. 

3. An answer to the third question is embraced in the preceding answers; for not being prepared, at 
present, with any such objections to the existing credit system as would go to its abolition, ] have no 
substitute to propose, so far as concerns the revenue and foreign commerce of the nation. 

The views thus communicated to the committee in reply to your letter I feel the more confidence in 
at this juncture, from their being substantially the same with those expressed by my predecessor in this 
Department in his communication to the House of Representatives under date of December 14, 1824. 

I have the honor to remain your most obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 

Hon. Samver Suiru, Chairman of Committee on Finance, Senate. 
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Treasury Departuent, Comptroller’s Office, January 18, 1828. 


Sir: In compliance with your request that I should communicate to you the terms of credit allowed 
under the former and existing laws for the payment of the duties on goods exported, I have the honor to 
state— 

1, That the 19th section of the act to regulate the collection of duties imposed by law on the tonnage 
of ships or vessels, and on goods, wares, and merchandise imported into the United States, passed July 
31, 1789, contains the following regulation on the subject: “For the duties upon all articles of West India 
produce, within four months; for the duties upon all Madeira wines, within twelve months; and for the 
duties upon all other goods, within six months.” 

2. That the terms of credit allowed by the 62d section of the collection law of March 2, 1799, are as 
follows: “On articles the produce of the West Indies, (salt excepted,) the one-half in three, and the other 
half in six calendar months; on salt, in nine calendar months; on Madcira and all other wines, in twelve 
calendar months; on all goods, wares, or merchandise, (other than wines, salt, or teas,) imported from 
Europe, one-third in eight, one-third in ten, and one-third in twelve calendar months; on all goods, wares, 
and merchandise, other than wines, salt, and teas, imported from any other place than the West Indies and 
Europe, one-half in six months, one-quarter in nine months, and the other quarter in twelve months, from 
the date of each respective importation.” But, in relation to teas imported from China or Europe, it is left 
optional with the importers to secure the duties in one of two ways specified in that section. 

3. That the first section of an act entitled “An act laying a duty on imported salt, granting a bounty 
on pickled fish exported, and allowances to certain vessels employed in the fisheries,” allows of a credit of 
nine months for the payment of the duties on all salé imported from any foreign port or place into the 
United States. : 

4, That the 6th section of the act entitled “An act providing for the deposit of wines and distilled 
spirits in public warehouses, and for other purposes,” passed the 20th of April, 1818, directs that the 
bonds for duties on articles imported by sea, the produce of foreign places, or islands situated on the 
eastern shores of America, north of the equator, or in its adjacent seas, bays and gulfs, (salt excepted, ) shall 
be payable, one-half in six, and one-half in nine calendar months; and the bonds for duties on goods, wares, 
and merchandise, (other than wine, salt, and teas,) imported from any other place than Europe and the 
West Indies, shall be payable, one-third in eight, one-third in ten, and one-third in eighteen calendar months. 

With considerations of high respect, I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
JOS, ANDERSON, Comptroller. 

Hon. Ricuarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 





Terms of credit, according to the 62d section of the collection law of March 2, 1799. 


Importations from the West Indies, (salt excepted, ) one-half in three, and the other half in six calendar 
months; on salt, in nine calendar months; on Madeira and all other wines, in tweive calendar months; on 
all goods, wares, and merchandise, (other than wines, salt, and teas,) imported from Europe, one-third in 
eight, one-third in ten, and one-third in twelve calendar months; on all goods, wares, and merchandise, (other 
than wines, salt, and teas, ) imported from any other place than Europe and the West Indies, one-half in six 
months, one-quarter in nine months, and the other quarter in twelve months from the date of each respective 
importation, leaving it optional with the importers of teas from China or Europe to secure the duties in one 
of two ways specified in that section. 19th section act July 31, 1789: On all articles of West India 
produce, within four months; on all Madeira wines, within twelve months; on all other goods, within six 
months. 

According to the Ist section of the act of July 29, 1813, vol. 4, p. 582, the credit for the duty on salt 
imported from any foreign port or place was to be nine months. 

According to the 6th section of the act of April 20, 1818, vol. 6, p. 355, the bonds for duties on articles 
imported by sea, the produce of foreign places, islands situated on the eastern shores of America, north of 
the equator, or in its adjacent seas, bays and gulfs, salt excepted, shall be payable, one-half in six, and 
one-half in nine calendar months; and the bonds for duties on goods, wares, and merchandise, (other than 
wines, salt, and teas,) imported from any other place than Europe and the West Indies, shall be payable, 
one-third in eight, one-third in ten, and one-third in eighteen calendar months. 

It is to be remarked that the last mentioned act makes no provision for the terms of credit to be 
allowed on importations from Europe. The regulations in the 62d section of the act of March 2, 1799, in 
relation to the terms of credit to be allowed on goods thus iinported, are therefore still to govern, as well 
as with respect to the terms of credit to be allowed on wines and teas imported from any other place than 
foreign places, or islands situated on the eastern shores of America, north of the equator, &c., &c. 

The act of April 20, 1818, is the last which makes any regulations as to the terms of credit to be 
allowed in the payment of the duties on goods imported. 
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AMOUNT OF CONTINENTAL MONEY ISSUED DURING THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR, AND 
DEPRECIATION OF THE SAME. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 30, 1828. 


Treasury Department, January 24, 1828. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 16th instant, directing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to “communicate to the House a statement showing the number and amount 
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of the issues of continental money made during the revolutionary war, designating each issue of such 
money, and the amount thereof; also, any information which may be in his Department relative to the 
depreciation thereof, and the rates at which, from time to time, it was made receivable by creditors of 
the United States or persons engaged in their service in payment of debts or wages due them,” I haye 
the honor to transmit a letter from the Register of the Treasury, which, together with the three state. 
ments accompanying, furnishes the information called for by the resolution. 
I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 





RICHARD RUSH. 
Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives of the United States. 





Treasury Department, Register’s Office, January 24, 1828. 


Sir: In compliance with your reference to this office of the resolution of the House of Representatives 
of the 16th instant, I have the honor to transmit a statement of the issues of continental money required 
by the first clause of that resolution. 

With respect to the latter part of the resolution, having for its object the mode by which depreciated 
paper money was liquidated at the Treasury, the records exhibit two, to wit: Ist. As applicable to the 
payment of the principal and interest of loans predicated upon a table compiled agreeably to the resolu. 
tion of Congress of the 28th of June, 1780. 2d. As applicable to the settlement of individuals in several 
of the States. Copies of the table and of the scales used for these purposes I have the honor also to 


enclose, and to be, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


Hon. Ricuarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 





Statement of the issues of Continental Money. 
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Date of the resolves of Congress authorizing the emissions. Am’t authorized 
l to be issued. 
Volume. Page. 
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February 17, 1776 «22.42.20 eee cece ccccccccescccccecccs cece ee cece eeseeeee cece ccccesvccccetececoes | 2 | 66 4, 000, 000 
May 9 and 27, 1776 ...ccccccccccccccccescccccccscccsccccesccccessesscescesscecescceees Sabb eeieeeses 2 164 5, 000, 000 
July 22 and August 13, 1776 ......4+ ccc ccccvcccccccccces eccveee ccccccccces occccceee csecccceccoces 2 280, 308 5,000, 000 , 
November 2 and December 28, 1776.......e+eeceeeeesenee esebees o cccccccccecs bole sis occcccece ececees 2 440, 509 5,000, 000 
RED PUPA GR Sure ecayee abe oricsuessnncnscwslsboepneesesoebesussonie pe eensnesesebeleniss peeeeees 3 80 5,000,000 
May 20, 1777....... pubeehesess Dee WEL boots Sas eneenesenseneneeaees sub aceatasessioeesssenness er 3 194 5,000, 000 
August 15, 1777 wcccccccccccccccccccccescccccccccs bebbnuasesaeeenee SS SE rT Pee ee seuss 3 331 1,000, 0co f 
November 7, 1777 ......0+++ occcccccccccccces Rabsses Ubpnaeuenneapenoss se sepieeeives psbS Ne eeiweeein eel 3 480 1,000,000 
December 3, 1777. ......0ss0ee0e0s inka euneences ivanspeeneales nescecsovseeevercnvesecscons sivesel 3 555 1,000, 000 
TIT sii cnccciscscenesie emg ieiiddébsciishcsospensiebiiees vented ee Ra eee 4 12 1,000,000 1 
Ce Cen Abia gtnseraisticsks ihdiidnat ieibhaenestisvas tixkue | 4 7 2,000, 000 ‘ 
February 16, 1778....... hades seen ones Se oe paeewenb cheb ebneawesieees sani | 4 101 2,000, 000 
ae pe isnhanisavies << Disease ne eee re ere 4 133 2, 000, 000 
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ER isickcciciswssconns Seiauk hace oukamuberceusesk inland eaceheteetaabianes ahead 4 207 5,000,000 
er iii rok ca tk ipkibbateunncnkoniccvdkenssknwaecucenun 5 ii ia te tlailaad 4 293 500,000 y 
en eceuabune beret usa ebee idgsibushseullensd cakebibeienoienaneebes 4 303 5,000, 000 
June 20, 1778......... ocean eee eeeeses cesses eeeeses sosenerene teeeeeeeeees tener eseececeens teeeeee 4 362 5, 000, 000 
July 30, 1778 ..... PIITTTTTTI TTT Per erereri ry Serer errr ree rere Teer 4 434 5,000, 000 
ee ESD acbiaknkicks ssp pebbunkchewssbebesbeueeneeepessas ves esssoeueensivene puis aneeaaw 4 521 5, 000, 000 
September 26, 1778....... ee ecee cece cscs ccees ececeeeecesescees eee eeee coeeeeeenecee sees cess oeeees 4 567 10, 000, 100 
November 4, 1778 ..... PPTTTTTITITIT TTT TTT PPrrerere reir Teri re 4 639 10, 000, 100 
December 14, 1778..... te eeeeeeeee eee eeesceceeeeeescs tevecceececees co cece vcccccee sees ceceseeces o 4 713 10, 000, 100 
February 3, 1779.......... cocccccecs occcces o0cecnccecee ecccccesccscoes o veccccececece coves 5 43 5, 000, 160 
February 19, 1779 ...... coereccccccccccecs ote ecereceececees eocccs cece cece cece eens cccccsvoecs sees 5 64 5, 000, 160 
eres cis a icehnchscissii wake peeseanseaniesvaebiiaele cious Ssebdrakuee 5 132 5,000, 160 
May 5, 1779....... SPUR aeebeecwehuaehuweks Feabeuniieueesexeecks SRG THG REDE SEE Sede Rene ce uteeNeee 5 183 10, 000, 100 
January 14 and May 7, 1779..... 0000 0000 6060069000 0000 0000008600 0000 Cece ccccccccccccnces $806 se0ee 5 84 & 188 50,000, 400 
Bilis BRUT sop cpocie ces scescsusce SS eS Seer ere Sry a ee eeeriwis 5 240 10,000, 100 
ee edie Seuieeiiekns eebsnkonuions seadiadieueken adeekes eeceienake iaacceabs | 5 288 5,000, 180 
itatakiiass sch akeecentixk ways emasied pied ecbaeaenebilenpenk ant Ne teia a 5 289 10,000, 100 
September 17, 1779........ sebephiesrsss oes eee eveccccee $00 0000805 040006 00K0 edsescvece cocccees saa 5 360 5,000, 180 
DO. .ccccecccce oo rececccece eeeeecece ee cecceees Ce cees coccce veccceccecceccccces 5 360 10, 000, 080 
October 14, 1779...... ecccce Coe cc cree cesses eecees Coccccccncs eee ccccccce eoccccecece eee cceccscccces 5 384 5, 000, 180 
November 17, 1779........ Pree errr rrr rrr rr rrr rrr rrr rrr rer rr rrr rer rrr rit 5 419 5, 000, 040 
Barack wind huscheakbiscobeedNiaesesaius whine cubeawa uel sinew ipicenaahiekoumndbaniia nies 5 420 5,050, 500 
November 29, 1779.......+0+ Sakewe eae bekeeease iekene beubaae iedbe sea wsunheseudsed ws ponecens 5 438 10, 000, 140 
Cepek aus ARID MNRAS da badaddabadandasiaibiseaiheebadascbnananensanistveaies 241, 552, 780 





JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 





TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, January 22, 182s. 
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Table for the payment of principal and interest of loans, agreeable to the resolution of Congress of the 28th day 
of June, 1780. 


IN CONGRESS, JUNE 28, 1780. 


Whereas Congress, on the 18th day of April last, resolved in the words following, viz: That Congress 
will, as soon as may be, make such provision for discharging or continuing the loans that have been made 
to these United States, on Loan Office certificates, as that the holders of them shall sustain no loss thereon 
by any depreciation of the bills loaned subsequent to the respective dates of the said certificates: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the principal of all loans that have been made to these United States shall finally be 
discharged by paying the full current value of the bills when loaned; which payment shall be made in 
Spanish milled dollars, or the current exchange thereof in other money, at the time of payment. 

That the value of the bills, when loaned, shall be ascertained for the purposes above mentioned, by 
computing thereon a progressive rate of depreciation, commencing with the Ist day of September, 1777, 
and continuing to the 18th day of March, 1780, in geometrical progression and proportion to the time, from 
period to period, as hereafter stated, assuming the depreciation at the several periods to be as follows: 

On the Ist day of March, 1778, one dollar and three-quarters of a dollar of the said bills for one Spanish 
milled dollar; on the Ist of September, 1778, as four of the former for one of the latter; on the Ist of 
March, 1779, as eighteen of the former for one of the latter; and on the 18th day of March, 1780, as forty 
of the former for one of the latter. 

That the principal of all certificates that have been taken out since the 18th day of March last shall 
be discharged at the rate of one Spanish milled dollar, or the current exchange thereof in other money, at 
the time of payment, for forty dollars of the said bills of credit received on loan. ' 

That the principal of all certificates that shall hereafter be taken out, until the further order of 
Congress, be discharged at the same rate and in the same manner as those that have been taken out since 
the 18th day of March last. 

That the interest on Loan Office certificates, at the rate of six per cent. per annum, computed on the 
principal, ascertained as aforesaid, shall be discharged annually, in like manner as the principal, until the 
principal shall be paid: Provided, nevertheless, That the same interest and mode of payments on certificates 
taken out before the Ist day of March, 1778, shall be continued as at present, until the principal, 
ascertained as aforesaid, shall be ready to be discharged. 

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury prepare the proper tables for direction of the Commissioners of 
the Continental Loan Offices in the several States in paying off the principal and interest of loans 
agreeable to the foregoing resolutions. 


Extract from the minutes. 
GEO. BOND, Deputy Secretary. 





Treasury Orrice, July 29, 1780. 


In pursuance of the foregoing act, and on the principle therein laid down, the following table, for 
direction of Commissioners of the Continental Load Offices in the several States in paying off the principal 
and interest of loans, is prepared, showing the value of one hundred dollars of the currency of the United 
States loaned at any time before the lst day of September, 1777, and the 18th day of March, 1780, in 
specie, with its interest for a year. 

It is to be observed that the specie value of one hundred dollars, found on any day within the table, 
is to be multiplied by the number of hundreds expressed in the certificate of the same date, whose value 
in specie is required, and, in like manner, the interest arising thereon, and the answer will be obtained. 


See example. 


EXAMPLE. 


Dolls. 90ths. 8ths. 
The specie value of a certificate of five hundred dollars, and its interest, loaned the Ist 
day of May, 1779, as required on that day: By the table, the specie value of one 
hundred current dollars is eight dollars twenty-ninetieths of a dollar and five-eighth 8 20 5 
parts of a ninetieth, which, multiplied by five, gives forty-one dollars thirteen- 5 
ninetieths and one-eighth for the principal. 
41 13 1 





The interest thereon, forty-four-ninetieths and three-eighths, multiplied by five, the 
number of hundreds in the certificate, gives two dollars forty-one ninetieths and 0 44 38 
seven-eighths of a ninetieth for its interest in specie. 5 
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Scales of depreciation for the settlements with individuals, for the States of Massachusetts, Connecticut, New 
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, and South Carolina, 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


rita, 





Months. 1777. 


1779. 


1780-’81. 





105 p. ct. 
107 
109 


January .o.sccccescccevers 
February ....0ecceseeeees 
March...... 
ADpril ...scccecceeccrceeees 112 


May . ccccce cccccccccsccecs 115 
ooee 120 


125 
150 
175 
275 


eeseeeeesseees 


JUNE... ccrececscceccses 
July .ceccccccecccccscccces 
AUZUST .coeececcccceccees ° 
September. ...--+eeeeeeee 
October ....6. secceseevece 
November ....eeeeseeesees 


December ........eeeeee08 310 





742 p. ct. 
868 

1000 

1104 

1215 


325 p. ct. 
350 
375 
400 
400 
400 


2030 
2308 
2593 


500 
545 
634 











1477 sececccccces 
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450 1630 eeececeece 
475 1800 eee ceecesenes 
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April 25 
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15 
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44 Sept. 
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15 
10 
15 
10 


1781. 


27 
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70 for 1, 
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72 
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CONNECTICUT. 
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1778. 
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February ..... occcccccccces 
March. ....seeeee 
MEE essbae wees eene en 


CeCe ee Seer eseeessesereeeee 


eee eeeeresesseee 
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203 9214 
230 86245 
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742 a 7% 
868 932 
1048 
1156 
1272 
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3333 3593 
3732 4000 
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DREGE acneesnses ST Oo TT eee 265 281 1344 1404 SsaeiSisieelnpcn oe kes 
DENY co scbn dn ennscevenssvsnneces pebheeseusssSebaen bene sisdeenlpsés shoe dendenseneesen 303-332 1486 1548 emasee alse beneeees 
PONE onic nsccncsscceccess0ce08 sb abb owas eieess onbebeee 9000000000 00000c00 0080 348 370 1631 1709 00 cece cccceccece 
September....... cove cvesvevccccvcccs cose ccceceees ° 100 a 104 400 429 1800 §=©1908 occ cccccecccceces 
SRELUEEN Cihunbh veeebeesennbeseschnsmenees babe sennes sSesupee 109 115 464 500 2032 = 151 sees bbs besebeeews 
November ....... 000008 oseeeee peewee esbnes pubbebosseds osaebe 121 127 545 584 2340 =. 2433 poe enisauhinteowess 
December .....eccccccee oe coccccceccccccccce oo ccccccce aces 133 139 634 79 2597 2740 O000 ceccccsoee shes 
NEW YORK. 
Months. 1777. 1778. 1779. 1780. 
DRUMIT-coec. Gubpisonbesnweonssensaseins skebapbes kbewaneusos Sb sehe eNOS aRG SEED SORE 146 a 152 742 a 796 2932 a@ 3115 
ING v5 05s 0ss cee cnsicnss sven eo bapseske pet bewbecsne plone sees Sa0e be eeueies sees 160 167 886 932 3333 =: 3533 
Marchi, 2... ccccecccscccs veccece 0c cvcccccccccccccs eves losesne bénn aneeweasicess, 175 186 1000 1048 3732 = 4000 
April ....ccccceee bbb be 0550 Sens bbbb0s bobebesbeenseceses eeselonees eee evccceccsccces 203 214 1004 1156 cccccccccccccseee 
May ..cccccccccccccccces eeccees voce cccece eccccccccccccs eccccccccccccccscocecs 230 245 1219 Py, nn Pneee  cecccccecce 
ED Gbesab heed ba ahee nibh snnese bees neon eben dnacwesaseceeeselebbsaussaensunescenees 265 281 1344 1404 co cccccccccccerece 
JULY. cccrccces $0000 0665 0200086000 000c 000s 005s eee08 sccccee cece eecescceccccecee 303 332 1486 1548 cece ccc cccccc cece 
PPE cncseeewewenwnuss oosbeesunesescnssesececes $565 005s lodbe sue e0teeesesicsien 348 370 1631 1709 TTT TTT 
September........... 090000090000 0000 0000080 a ecccee See sone 100 a 104 400 429 1890 2151 cece coceccccccccee 
[PE Lbsbnocwashchasbeeseesubn eekhbbuaeabbncsne sas seice 109 115 464 500 20232 Q151 POTTER TIT 
PMP cckubhsusecseeeeaporsbnnsnssbbuaswekschasseas 121 127 545 584 2341 2433 cece cere veccesvees 
OR csee cnn shsseiusweshenGssvieeawhbedsesocssese5s 133 139 631 679 2597 = Q7Al wc cccccccecoscoeee 
NEW JERSEY. 

omens 177. 1778. 1779. 1780. 1781. 
DENT anicokunenséssiecuncsontansusiensckacces soperaswecewateeeny eas ieoee 1.20 for 1. 8 42 1 
DENY cctennneebeosnses o200nssees mons pobeeesanenede Sosnpsbsehesoneswes 1.10 or 1-9 10 90 
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May sccccscccccccce secccccsccesccvcsecesens eres sess seen seees eens esene sees eens eeeee! 


JUNC occ cece coccvecesccc cece ees cece cccc cece Ceeeee 00s ocr Cece cece es tees eee eee cele eee 


September. veeesecececsccccecs covcvveces sess sess sess sees sees sess sacs eens cess seseesseseee 
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WORM IINTICT os os din clos uaa gia wipie'e '0'sie wbieldip'c 6 n0.0 eles 04.10. 0,610 6 enc 65 00 e 8eew enieeet 3 
NPAIOENN Sick wis vajnnias Sade ss cleicene OW eiS caciieseebe sc.so0e oeecesdsiseencsintecoee 3 
TUOMUMMUICR  cb:s'4io g's dine eeiesshecod lee ee seleceeslseesecebesebinees celcwice seeecisaens 3 
POUCUNIIEN cath oeicwice)t clecicise ers eee die ceis@esiee ess Gecinseucecedescesesenes occas 4 
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HSCURMAIS 0 is\olsens kale Waste Veils aa siecas ould sisciae cys Gaels sees seeestinceseceeccsen iy 
MEAICUSN co eerssaiccbes) aneesicee eases capes epee’ cneiicees Sebansnceceeren’ 2 
BB Yan iss sus siasse pale Sates a wae seiebeelses vias 6 Vagacle ess euee eceueasesnscdeicnys 24 
INO rane ntorn sisiea ese Wetce hese: t6 duisaisivasiee’s ewsieni gueiecss eaasdaenneestsiies 24 


MURUDE nines s S5sib si ina en eos osKeeeeeseeeceeed 


RPPREMIDON a ogi sicd 5 Soc ae we Se au waeseU ee an ¥saeesiea ¥ilnwes s saaiveseecuensieacens 
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3 
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NORTH CAROLINA. 
























































Months. 1777. 1778. 1779. 1780. 1781, 
ec 
TAaNuary .ocececcccsevees sovse PPPPTETITETTTII TITRE re 00 |sesecccscevces 3h 6 32 210 p.e. forl, 
February ..ccccccscscccnceceeceseseeeeenccccscsscs eeeee sensseecescaecacs [ee seseeeeeens 3i 6} 35 225 
Marchi sees cccccccccers scvcvseeees Coc rcccccccccccccce ccs ccccscccees oe ceccee 1} 3} 7k 40 250 
April .cece cece cece: scene cees concencnen ees eces sarees eesees sesees eoccccvces li 4 10 50 260 
May..ccscscccccceccesssceccssescccctes sevesecsepeesssceess seas sees ceeees ES 4 10 60 300 
JUNC occccccce cece cccscccecs 000cse cece c0ceee 000s eee cecces 00s cee cece ces 1} 4 122 75 350 
July .eeeeeees PPPTTT ETT MRTTTeTITETITi Terrier eee 2 4 15 90 400 
AUQUSt« secccccccecereesccccscccse sess sees cece cesses secece se oo. cvecccece es Qh 4h 18 100 500 
Septembereeee vecececccccecccscesssccccscccess ceseescssees cesses sees ee one 2} 43. 21 125 550 
SDCQOBET, 6 no0 000000 0000600000 000000500000 605000000000 6000.0906000000 00800000 Qh 43 25 150 600 
November ....cccccccces cece cccece bode Ob nd bnes 0000 05460000 050500 0000 004000 Q1 5 Q7 175 675 
December occce-c ccc cocces ccccce ccccce cece cece cscs cece cece cece esseeee cece 3 5h 30 200 725 
SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Months. 1777. 1778. 1779. 1780, 
TANUALY oo seceeevecseecesececces eens ceeeseecececseees scree soeesccceees |sseeeeesesene sees 221.10 761 3775 per c, 
February ooeseccvccs ccccce cece cece cccces socces cece WITTTITETITTIE TTT Terie Cr 211.10 832 4217 
PEM cicsesseckes Sy Ee Pd Cee 267.10 893.10 4659 
April. cisee eececcee Sesbb bbb abessbeaboub bbae ae suen ahbeusbeselababoss oausee 108 ten p.c. 317 966.10 5101 
May covccs voce. ccc cere cece cvccee cece 00enee cece cces cece cecees tees cene cecee: 117 328.10 832 5245.10 
JUNE 2 ccccccccvces cccces ccccec cess cccce PPTTTTTETITITETITIT ETT Tere 125.10 1-9 347.10 Uy ¢ ne Coty eR ccc cece 
July seeees pphbu Dp bbadohbbes sabe bess aeishshrevenss cuncae en sesaeseaearosnses 139 354.10 1457.10 ve eeee ves eeeens 
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REMISSION OF FORFEITURE FOR VIOLATION OF REVENUE LAWS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 30, 1828. 


Mr. Goruam, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was referred the memorial of Peters and Pond, 
respectfully reported: 


That the petitioners, citizens of Boston and joint owners of the brig Anna, despatched her for Lisbon 
in the spring of 1813, under the command of Reuben Newcombe. She sailed under Swedish colors, a 
practice at that time frequently adopted by American ship-owners to avoid the British cruisers and ships- 
of-war; but the brig was, in fact, originally American, and always owned by American citizens. She 
arrived in Lisbon, and there the captain placed her under the Portuguese flag, took a cargo on board, 
cleared, and sailed for Amelia island, but by stress of weather was compelled to put into Savannah, in 
Georgia. The day after her arrival the captain attempted to smuggle part of the cargo on shore. The 
custom-house officers being apprised of the violation of the law, the vessel and cargo were seized, libelled, 
condemned, and sold, and the proceeds distributed according to law—one moiety to the informers, &c., 
the other moiety to the United States. The net amount of the whole vessel and cargo exceeded thirty 
thousand dollars. 

Your committee, upon examination of the facts and evidence, have agreed to report a bill for the 
relief of the petitioners, so far as regards the moiety paid into the Treasury of the United States. By 
documents from the Treasury, it appears that Newcombe received part of the proceeds as informer; it 
also appears that he has never since returned to Boston, but has absconded; from which it may be inferred 
that he acted not only in violation of the laws of the United States, but with treachery to his employers. 
The committee have been struck, too, with the extraordinary haste and precipitancy of the admiralty 
proceeding. The vessel arrived at Savannah on the 18th February, 1814, attempted to smuggle on the 
19th, was seized on the 20th, the vessel and cargo condemned, and on the 24th and 28th of the same 
February were sold, in pursuance of the decree of condemnation, and the proceeds distributed as before 
stated. The petitioners lived and were then residing in Boston, twelve hundred miles distant, and could 
not, therefore, have been seasonably apprised of the proceedings to enable them to take the usual 
measures in such cases for a remission of the forfeiture. The petitioners are known to be merchants of 
character and reputation in Boston, and no evidence appears to show that they were in any respect privy 
or consenting to the illegal acts of their captain. The Secretary of the Treasury has by law the power 
to remit penalties and forfeitures when, in his opinion, they have been incurred without wilful negligence 
or any intention of fraud on the part of those who shall incur them; but his authority ceases where the 
penalty or forfeiture has been recovered or enforced; and the party suffering can then be relieved only by 
Congress, who, the committee presume, will think it just to act upon the same principle, after the payment 
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or enforcement of a penalty, as by law is made the guide of the Secretary before such payment or enforce- 
ment. A report favorable to the petitioners was formerly made at the first session of the 19th Congress, 
peing Rep. No. 179, in which the facts and evidence are more particularly detailed, and to which your 
committee beg leave to refer. A bill for the relief of the petitioners accompanies this report as a part 


thereof. 
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IN FAVOR OF REDUCTION OF DUTIES ON WINES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 30, 1828. 


Mr. CamBrELeNG, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was referred a resolution of the 27th of 
December, instructing them to inquire into the expediency of revising the duties on wines “so as to 
equalize the same in reference to the first cost of the several kinds and qualities,” submitted the follow- 


ing report: 


No part of our tariff requires more prompt attention from Congress than that now under considera- 
tion. The existing inequality of duties seems designed to encourage the violation of our revenue laws, 
and to destroy some branches of our wine trade which were once useful and profitable. We have now 
the following rates per gallon: 


Madeira, Burgundy, Champagne, Rhenish, and Tokay ..............ccceeeecceceeseceee’s 100 cents. 
ee et DEC aW AOE RkAh 664 REAKAO TD HORA EL ESAS Oo da KES EHO OOK 60 “ 
Lisbon, Oporto, other wines of Portugal, and wines of Sicily..........0 cee eee eee eee eens ne 
Teneriffe, Fayal, and other wines of the Western Islands. ............ cece ee cece eee eeees 40 * 
Wines not enumerated, when in bottles or cases ...... .. ee ee eee Ces eheeeeeax Kenan ~~ * 
All other wines, when otherwise than in bottles or caseS...... 2c cece ee cee eee ee eee neces @ ¢ 


These rates are adjusted with very little regard to the relative value or actual cost of wines. Wines 
of equal quality, and sometimes of neighboring provinces, are, if they happen to be enumerated, charged 
with 100 cents per gallon; and if not specified they are admitted at 15 cents. Rhenish wines are all 
rated at 100 cents, without reference to quality, while those cultivated on the Mayn, equal to any in 
Germany, are charged with only 15 and 30 cents. Burgundy and Champagne pay 100 cents, while the 
wines of every other province in France, and particularly the celebrated wines of Bordelais, are admitted 
at 15 and 30 cents. Sherry actually costs more than Madeira, yet the latter is charged with 40 cents 
higher duty than the former. Most of the wines imported at 15 and 30 cents are equal in quality to those 
on which 40 and 50 cents are charged. These various and unequal rates naturally induce those engaged in 
this commerce to introduce. wines into the United States through indirect channels, and to injure their 
— by preparing abroad imitations of Madeira, Sherry, Port, Lisbon, Sicily, &c., &c., to avoid the 

igh duties. 

The worst feature in our present tariff is that provision which admits all wines not enumerated at 
the lowest duty of 15 cents per gallon. It substantially proposes to the navigation and commerce of 
other nations premiums varying from 15 to 85 cents on every gallon of wine carried from the country or 
province whose wine may be charged with a high duty, to some other place from whence it may be 
imported into the United States as a non-enumerated wine. Thus our direct importations of Madeira, 
Sherry, Port, Lisbon, Sicily, and Teneriffe wines are gradually declining, while there has been an 
astonishing increase of wines not described, from Marseilles, Malaga, Gibraltar, and other ports. Sicily 
wine, direct, would pay 50 cents; but it comes through Naples as a Calabrian wine, and through 
Marseilles and Gibraltar as a white wine, at 15 cents, giving an encouragement to the Mediterranean 
trader of 35 cents a gallon. Sherry wine direct from Cadiz would pay 60 cents; from Gibraltar or 
Malaga, as a dry Malaga, it would be admitted at 15 cents, making a difference of 45 cents a gallon in 
favor of the internal and coasting trade of Spain. The Portuguese traders are, in the same manner, 
encouraged to carry their wines to other ports at a premium of 35 cents a gallon. Wine directly from 
Teneriffe would pay 40 cents, but by the way of Palma or Grand Canary (two of the same group of 
islands) it is admitted at 15. For a short time Madeira wine was imported through a little appendage 
of that island called Porto Santo at 15 instead of 100 cents duty. The Treasury soon put a stop to such 
importations; but no doubt it is occasionally imported as a Fayal or Pico-Madeira wine, at a saving in 
the duty of 60 cents a gallon. Our law also encourages the internal trade of France by forcing their 
wines from Burgundy and Champagne into the more southern provinces, from whence they may be 
imported into the United States at a difference of 70 and 85 cents per gallon in the duty. Such are some 
of the effects of our existing tariff. 

It is not at all surprising that regulations so well calculated to employ the navigation and trade of 
other countries should have produced very extraordinary effects on the revenue and commerce of our own. 
By contrasting the present with the former condition of our wine trade, we shall better understand the 
importance of these changes. The two terms when no change was made in the duty, and when no 
extraordinary event caused any violent and irregular fluctuations of trade, were the seven years from 
1801 to 1807, and from 1819 to 1825. During the former term the duties on wines ranged from 23 to 58 
cents; in the latter, 15 to 100 cents, as they are at present. The following table contrasts, in a condensed 
form, the important changes which have occurred in the principal branches of our wine trade. 
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Average quantity of wine imported annually. 
a 
From 1801 To 1807. From 1819 To 1825, 

a 

Gallons. Gallons, 
Madeira, at 50 and 58 cents, average of seven Years....see- 278, 772 Same at 100 cents average ...sccccccccccscccccccvcccccce 119, 716 
Sherry, at 40 cents ...ccececceccccccevcccecceces seseees 355, 837 Same at 60 cents Average. ...cccccccecscvcccosscccveses 16, 483 
Lisbon and Oporto, at 30 Cents. ...sseeseeeeccceeceeseoees 352, 006 Bame at 50 cents Average... cccocccocsccccccecccccceces 228,949 
Teneriffe and Fayal, at 28 Cents......ecsecseeceeseveecees 439,679 || Same at 40 cents average.....ccecccceccccccsccvceccecs 254,115 
Se een an 
1, 426, 294 618, 554 
Non-enumeratud, in casks, at 23 CENtS.....+eeeeeveeeecers 594, 144 Non-enumerated, at 15 Cents....cccccsecccccccccscecvess 1, 423, 999 
_——— ee; 
AVErage iN SEVEN YEATS.ceecececseccececeseccecccssceeees 2,017, 438 2,042, 546 

| 




















Thus it appears that our importations of Madeira wine have declined nearly two-thirds; of Lisbon 
Port, Teneriffe, and Fayal, near one-half; and that our importations of Sherry have almost disappeared, 
More than twenty years ago we imported annually 355,837 gallons, which quantity is now reduced to 
16,483 gallons. ‘The total quantity of wine imported remains almost without variation; but the quantity 
of wines not enumerated has increased from 591,144 to 1,423,992 gallons; while the quantity of enume. 
rated wines has declined from 1,426,294 to 618,554 gallons. It is impossible to misunderstand the cause 
of these changes. 

But the returns of late years exhibit a still more extraordinary change. The wines not enumerated, 
imported at a duty of 15 cents, had increased, in 1826, to 2,047,637 gallons, and, in the first three quarters 
only of 1827, to 1,862,854 gallons. Through what channels these non-enumerated wines came we are 
informed by the returns for the year ending September 30, 1826, when there were imported— 





From the French European port on the Mediterrancan...........0ccceeceuceececeeees 1,167,895 
From the Spanish European ports and Gibraltar. .............cccccccccccccceccceees 805,275 
Nc aciWaue ak hae cds ree er eek de CAWesCRRSC RRs dee beesreenes 1,973,170 





—_——., 





This quantity was imported almost entirely from Marseilles, Malaga, and Gibraltar. While this 
increase in the importation of non-enumerated wines continues, our commerce in other wines is declining. 
Indeed, if the present tariff should not be revised, we shall gradually exclude from our consumption the 
produce of the wine countries of the Atlantic, and encourage exclusively the produce of the Mediterranean, 
If we do not equalize our duties we shall slowly, but effectually, destroy all our commerce with the 
Western Islands and the Canaries—with Portugal and the Atlantic provinces of Spain. What progress 
we have already made we may form some opinion of by noticing our commerce with Madeira, with which 
island we once enjoyed a reciprocal and not an unimportant trade. Our exports were of flour, wheat, 
Indian corn, peas, beans, rice, bread, beef, pork, fish, lumber, and staves, which we have always been 
permitted to carry thither free from duty. Our exports have declined in a ratio to our imports. The average 
value of oxr exports for seven years, from 1801 to 1807, was annually $576,616; that of seven years, 
from 1819 t 1825, was only $216,385, and this commerce is still declining. 

In 1825 our exports were $178,166; our imports, 161,396 gallons wine. In 1826 our exports were 
$144,607; our imports, 128,456 gallons wine. In 1827 our exports were $108,018; our imports not much 
over 100,000 gallons wine. 

Such is the present diminished condition of a trade which, twenty years ago, amounted to six and 
seven hundred thousand dollars annually, and, at one time, to more than a million. The other branches 
of our Atlantic wine trade are in the same declining condition. 

Independent of all commercial considerations, however, it is necessary to revise our tariff, as our 
revenue is declining, while the whole quantity of wine imported is not diminished. The average quantity 

‘imported annually, from 1801 to 1807, viz: 


2,085,180 gallons, at duties varying from 23 to 58 cents, produced an average revenue of. $688,300 89 
2,085,750 gallons, the average quantity annually imported from 1819 to 1825, at duties 
ee MP OTPTTETOTIT TET TTT TELE Tee ETT ee 581,809 29 





i 6 A Kies Korie dines. ba vedere eesoseods ceeeue 106,491 60 








The quantity of wine now imported is greater than either of the averages mentioned; but the same 
quantity will not now yield an equal amount of revenue. The revenue would undoubtedly be increased, 
and evasions of it prevented, by a more equal and moderate tariff. 

There can be little difference of opinion as to the necessity of some revision of the existing duties. 
In determining what rates should be recommended, the committee have been governed principally by a 
desire to frame our laws so that they may be faithfully executed, and to place all wine countries, in their 
commerce with us, on a more just and equal footing. The committee have been disposed to recommend 
no changes where they were not urgently required, believing, as they do, that it is not very material 
what the rates are, provided they are moderate, and that we have not too many of them. One ad valorem 
rate on all wines would, no doubt, be the most equitable tariff; but it would be impracticable from the 
difficulty of discriminating, not only between qualities of the same class, but even between different 
classes. Such a tariff would probably produce more extensive evasions of the revenue than those actually 
existing. 

The principal objections to the present tariff are, that some duties are too high, and that non- 
enumerated wines are classed among those which pay the lowest rate of duty. After a mature considera 
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tion of the evils growing out of our existing duties, the committee recommend the following rates in lieu 
of those now existing: 

On the wines of France, Germany, Spain, and the Mediterranean, when imported in casks, unless 
specially enumerated, fifteen cents a gallon. 

On wines of all countries, when imported in bottles or cases, unless specially enumerated; on wines 
of Sicily, on Malaga, and on all other wines not enumerated, whether in bottles, cases, or casks, thirty 
cents a gallon. 

On Sherry and Madeira wines, whether in bottles, cases, or casks, fifty cents per gallon. 

The wines included under the first rate now pay the same duty, which is full high enough, considering 
their actual value. The second provision would place the finer wines of Europe, which are usually 
imported in the bottle, at the same rate of duty. It would embrace the wines of Portugal, the Azores, 
and Canaries. It proposes to reduce the duty on Lisbon, Port, Teneriffe, Fayal, Pico-Madeira, and Sicily, 
from 50 and 40 to 30 cents, and to increase the duty on Malaga wine from 15 to 30 cents. The committee 
have not adopted this increase of duty from choice. It becomes necessary, in consequence of the duty 

roposed on Sherry. It would be impossible to collect a revenue on Sherry wine while that is charged 
with fifty and Malaga but fifteen cents. Should it be deemed expedient to continue the duty on the latter 
at fifteen cents, the committee would suggest the propriety of reducing the duty on Sherry and Madeira 
wines to thirty cents per gallon. Indeed, they feel persuaded that a tariff proposing but two rates, of 15 
and 30 cents, would be most conducive to the public interest. In introducing a third and higher rate 
the committee have yielded to what they believe to be the impression of the House against so large a 
reduction of the duty on Sherry and Madeira wine. 

The committee, believing that a revision of the tariff on wines would increase the revenue, restore 
this commerce to its lawful channels, and, in some measure, resuscitate our trade with the Atlantic wine 
countries, submit, for the consideration of the House, a bill altering the duties on wines imported into the 


United States. 
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IN FAVOR OF REDUCING AND REGULATING THE DUTIES ON TEAS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 3], 1828. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled : 


Your memorialists, merchants of the city of Philadelphia, and principally engaged in the China trade, 
most respectfully represent to your honorable body that they were made acquainted with the report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury to Congress during their last session, in reference to a reduction from the 
present high rate of duty on tea. That report was hailed as a happy omen by many of the importers 
and consumers of this article; but your memorialists beg leave to state that, as the public expectations 
were not realized as to this point during that session of Congress, serious losses have been experienced 
by the importers of teas. The Secretary’s report on this subject to Congress, though we believe judicious 
and well intended, has had a most prejudicial effect on this extensive branch of commerce, in consequence 
of said report being only partially acted upon. 

Your memorialists are satisfied to submit the expediency of a reduction of the duty on tea to your 
honorable body without a remark, but beg leave, most respectfully, to suggest the propriety of an early 
decision on this very important question. 

Your memorialists cannot suffer themselves to doubt but that Congress entertains the sentiment that 
whatever measure tends to promote so important a branch of commerce as that to China must prove 
beneficial to the Government. 

It is well known to many of your honorable body that the capital and tonnage employed in this 
extensive trade are very great; and any sudden or unexpected check given to it must prove seriously 
injurious to those engaged therein. 

Your memorialists would, therefore, beg leave respectfully to state, that ever since the reduction of 
duty on tea has been agitated at Washington the merchants importing this commodity have experienced 
serious losses, owing to the ruinous state of suspense in which this question has placed them; a large 
amount of capital is now invested, and lies dormant, in the article of tea, to the great injury of the 
importers thereof, as it cannot be vended to any extent without a considerable sacrifice. The dealers in 
tea, looking forward ultimately to a considerable reduction from the present rate of duty, prevents them 
from relieving the importers of their heavy burdens. 

_ Your memorialists, therefore, most respectfully ask your honorable body to afford them the relief 
which the necessity of the case seems so imperiously to call for by some speedy and definite enactment 
on the subject. They would further beg leave to suggest, that if, in the wisdom of Congress, they shall 
deem it expedient to alter the present rate of duty on tea imported direct from China, the law should take 
effect from the passing of the same, and placing all teas in charge of the customs not bonded on the same 
footing as those hereafter to arrive; or if, in the opinion of your honorable body, this be not expedient, 
then said act should not take effect before the first day of January, 1830, affording time for the present 
heavy stock of teas to be lessened without the immense loss that would otherwise ensue. 

PaiapELpPuia, January 25, 1828. 
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PHILADELPHIA, 1st month 28th, 1828, 


Respecren Frienp: Being one of the Senators from Pennsylvania, I take the liberty of enclosing a 
short memorial to the Senate and House of Representatives on the subject of a reduction of the duty on 
tea, which thee will be so obliging as to present. 

It simply gives a statement of facts, and have not asked or obtained but one or two signatures, 
except those engaged in the China trade. In the present unsettled state of this question serious incon- 
venience is experienced by the merchants, and, as I believe, no possible benefit can result to the Govern. 
ment by a delay; all the importers request of their rulers is merely to come to a decision, which has been 
for some time under consideration; they do not even ask for a reduction in the duty on tea, although they 
are led to the opinion it would be a prudent act so to do, as many well-informed persons are of the 
opinion that the smuggling of teas has already commenced from the Canadas into the United States. That 
such a practice can be accomplished no one can doubt that is acquainted with the large amount of teas 
that a few years since found their way from the State of New York into that country. 

It is well ascertained that not less than 12,000 chests of Hyson Skin tea have passed from this 
country into the British provinces adjacent to the United States in one year; this clandestine trade now 
being stopped from the United States by the foresight of the British ministry, in sending teas there direct 
from Canton, not only sufficient for the supply of said provinces, but greatly beyond the consumption of 
the country, little doubt remains but the balance will go as a retaliation for the debt incurred, unless Con- 
gress timely applies the only remedy, which we believe to be a reduction from the present high duty. 

Until the year 1825 the English had never sent a vessel direct from Canton to Quebec. In that year 
one ship arrived; in 1826 two ships arrived; and in 1827 four ships arrived. The average of the English 
India ships will carry about 12,000 to 13,000 chests of tea each; and judging from the consumption of 
that province, am satisfied the amount is much too great for home demand; and we all know it is easier 
to put a stop to an evil in its beginning than to do so when it has grown into a regular system. 

It is greatly to be desired that Congress will act on this interesting question promptly, as in the 
course of thirty or forty days from this we may expect some arrivals from Canton, and if the law could 
take effect before the first arrival all importers of tea would be placed on the same footing; but, should 
Congress determine to reduce the duty, and to take effect at a future day, those engaged in the Canton 
trade are very desirous that the reduction should not take effect before January, 1830; if short of that 
period, the injury now complained of will be increased rather than lessened, as the stock of teas will 
be greatly increased during the present year, and purchasers of this article would not operate further 
than actual necessity required. 

At foot are the principal kinds of teas imported into the United States, with the average cost in 
China; and the duty at present paid, it will be seen, is more than 100 per cent. on the average of first 
cost, and some as high as 200 per cent. on the lower teas, which are principally used by the poorer part 
of the community. 

I crave thy indulgence for the trouble here given. 

Very respectfully, 
SAMUEL ARCHER. 

Hon, Isaac D. Barnarp. 


Principal teas imported from China. 





Average cost. Duty. 
Gunpowder, about... ..........060 53 cents per pound...... 50 per pound, 
Imperial, about ........... teueees eee De wc casei aves 50 do. 
eee ere Tee ree ee OR i cveas DOiciveseneves 40 do. 
Young Hyson, about.............. Oe ésaeee Riivekevewenes 40 do. 
Hyson Skin, about ............... OP éunwnd ee isanwee 28 do. 
Souchong, good quality, about.... 20...... Pisccawixnces 25 do. 
Souchong, common, about......... Pe kewwes Dicusswavaves 25 do. 
Souchong, inferior, about..... penta A renind Bs6suex aan ae do. 
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ON THE SUBJECT OF THE TARIFF, OR REGULATING DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 31, 1828. 


Mr. Matzary, from the Committee on Manufactures, to whom have been referred the numerous petitions 
and memorials on the subject of further protecting duties upon imports, reported: 


[Accompanied by a bill (No. 132) in alteration of the several acts imposing duties on imports.] 


That they commenced their examination of the various subjects referred to them immediately after 
the appointment of the committee was announced to the House; that they sought in vain, from the docu- 
ments referred to them, for information sufficiently specific upon the subjects embraced in those documents, 
to enable them to determine the effect of the existing laws upon the various interests upon which they 
were intended to operate, or to measure the additional protection which the complaining interests required, 
or their present condition would warrant the committee in recommending. Under this absence of accu- 
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rate information, and constantly busied in searching the voluminous Executive Reports from the Treasury 
Department, and other State papers, from which is to be learned the situation of our foreign trade, and 
the character and amount of our foreign importations, and in obtaining from that Department the returns 
of that trade for the last year, the committee waited until the petitions and memorials upon which most 
dependence seemed to be placed by the friends of the protecting system had reached their hands, through 
the only authorized channel, to warrant their acting upon them, and until about the 28th of December 
last past, when, still finding themselves unsupplied with the precise facts upon which alone they were 
willing to act upon the important and highly responsible subjects committed to their charge, they came 
to the resolution of submitting their difficulties to the House, and of asking the power to send for persons 
and papers which would enable them to determine, with precision and certainty, the true condition of 
those interests, and more especially of those manufacturing interests which had preferred their claims for 
rotection to the National Legislature. 

This resolution was presented to the House on the first day of its session, after the committee adopted 
it, and on its passage no time was lost in learning the names of witnesses for whom it should, in the 
opinion of the committee, be desirable to send, and despatching summonses by mail to be served. 

This labor being performed, the committee at once began their examinations of such witnesses, mem- 
bers of the House, and others, as were within their reach, and believed to be possessed of valuable and 

ractical information upon any of the subjects before them. The examination of these witnesses was 
not completed, when the arrival of some attending under summonses was announced. An application 
was then immediately made to the House for leave to sit during the hours of session of the House; and 
nearly every day since that leave was granted has been entirely occupied, to the almost total neglect 
of other public and private duties, in the laborious examination of witnesses, pursuant to the resolution 
under which the committee were acting. It is but justice here to remark, that the original expectation 
of the committee, under the resolution offered by them to the House, was to have made an expeditious 
inquiry into the situation of one or two manufacturing interests, rather to enable them to determine what 
further protection these interests really required than with the expectation, within the limited time which 
they had allowed to themselves for the purpose, of being able to collect and report to the House a body of 
evidence upon several important branches of our domestic manufactures so digested and arranged as to 
be of any essential service to the House or to the public, as a source of correct information upon these 
complicated subjects. The amendment, however, which was made to the resolution by the House, so as 
to give to the committee the authority “to send for and examine persons upon oath, in relation to the 
present condition of our manufactures, and to report the minutes of such examination to this House,” it 
will readily be seen, added greatly to the labor which the committee had proposed for themselves; as, by 
that amendment, it was made the duty of the committee, should they think proper to examine witnesses, 
to take their testimony in detail, and in such order as to render it at least passably intelligible to the 
House. This additional labor was in no other way exceptionable to the committee than as it rendered 
somewhat doubtful their ability to give their report to the House within the time within which they had 
signified that it would be received. But, even under this apprehension, so desirous were the committee 
of a full development of facts that the amended resolution met their approbation, and they entered upon 
their duties, determined, if possible, to realize the expectations of the House, so far at least as regarded 
a report within the time they had indicated. 

They have examined little short of thirty witnesses, and the testimony of each, hastily written out 
by way of question and answer, and annexed to this report, will show what facts have been collected by 
the examination, as well as the extent of the labor which the committee have performed. The testimony 
of each witness, after it was taken, has been carefully read over with him, and so corrected as to meet 
the full assent of the witness as to its accuracy. 

The leading subjects presented to the committee for additional protection are iron and several 
manufactures of it, wool and its fabrics, hemp and some of the manufactures from it, flax and its manu- 
factures, domestic distilled spirits from grain, particular descriptions of glass, and fine and printed cottons. 
Upon all these subjects witnesses have been examined, and their testimony, herewith reported, comprises 
the evidence upon each subject, which the committee have taken under the resolution of the House, and 
embodies most of the information upon which they have acted in determining the features of the bill which 
they have agreed upon. 

The examinations of witnesses by the committee were not closed until Saturday night last; and Monday 
of the present week was entirely occupied in correcting and arranging the testimony taken, and which 
had not been corrected, thus leaving but two days to them to digest their bill and prepare this hasty report. 
Under these circumstances, it cannot be expected that a minute examination of the various subjects included 
in the bill prepared by the committee will be gone into; much less that a discussion of the great question 
involved in the system of extending protection to the languishing interests of the country, by an increase 
of duties upon imports, will be attempted. The former would be a task requiring time and care, combined 
with extensive research; and the latter, even if time were allowed to the committee, is a subject much 
better suited to a discussion in this House than in the report of one of its committees. 

The committee, therefore, do not attempt to go into the reasons which have governed them, but merely 
to give a concise history of their doings. 

After examining all the witnesses who had attended, pursuant to summonses, up to Saturday night 
last, and also all the manufacturers and others who, up to that time, had, to the knowledge of the 
committee, arrived in this city for the purpose of giving the committee information upon any of the subjects 
before them, and after having spent the day, on Monday of the present week, in the correction and very 
hasty arrangement of the testimony taken, the committee proceeded to consider and arrange the terms and 
provisions of the bill they should report, and a reference to it is made for the detailed information as to 
what have been their conclusions. 

The first subject which will be found in the bill is that of iron; and considering the importance of 
the article, as one of both national and individual nécessity, the changes in the present rates of duty are 
comparatively very light. An increase upon “ iron in bars, not manufactured, in whole or in part, by rolling,” 
of from ninety cents upon 112 pounds, to one cent per pound; upon “iron in bars, manufactured, in whole 
or in part, by rolling,” of $7 per ton of 2,240 pounds; and upon “ pig iron,” of 12} cents per 112 pounds, 

beyond the present rates of duty, are the most material changes upon this article. Some amendments in 
the existing law, when evasions of the present duty have been discovered to exist, by defects in the 
wording of the law, and some additions of duty upon particular descriptions of iron, and upon particular 
manufactures from it, complete the provisions on this subject. 
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The next subject in order is that of wool and woolens. To these subjects the greater part of the 
testimony of the witnesses has been directed, and the committee have used every effort in their power to 
obtain precise information as to the facts as they do actually exist in relation to the interests both of the 
wool-grower and the manufacturer of wool. The real importance of these subjects to those sections 
of the country where wool is grown, and in which the manufactories are located, the feeling which hag 
for some time agitated the public mind throughout the whole country in relation, on the one side, to the 
necessity of further protection to them, and, on the other side, to the injurious effects which such a measure 
would have upon the purchasers of woolen fabrics, have all conspired to induce this exertion on the part of 
the committee. They have therefore made the examinations of the witnesses upon these subjects as minute 
as possible, and, perhaps, in some instances, they may appear tediously so. Indeed, many of the questions 
put to the witnesses will afford abundant evidence that the committee had not sufficient practical knowledge 
upon the subjects before them to enable them to make a series of interrogations the answers to which 
would place the testimony taken in the clearest light. And when the members of the House shall have 
examined the evidence relating to the manufacturer of woolen goods, the committee cannot doubt the 
will be entirely convinced that none but a person intimately acquainted with the various operations could 
have drawn out a series of questions upon this subject suscepticle of clear and intelligible answers. The 
time of the committee did not authorize even an attempt to do this, and therefore the examinations, and 
particularly of some of the witnesses first examined, will appear as they were really taken—the one answer in 
many, if not in most instances, suggesting the subsequent question. It will also be found, upon an 
examination of the testimony, that the manufacture of woolens is hardly susceptible of being reduced 
within the limits of exact mathematical calculation, so as to enable the committee to arrive, with this kind 
of certainty, at the amount of duty which will furnish full protection, and, at the same time, will not go 
beyond that point. Certain positions, however, they believe to be proved by the evidence they have 
taken, which furnish great assistance in approaching to correct conclusions. 

In relation to unmanufactured wool of domestic growth, the committee consider it to be fully proved 
that the present prices in our markets are unusually low, and the sales very dull; and that these effects 
are produced by the combined influence of the large importations of foreign wool and the excessive 
importations of foreign woolen goods. Contrary to the opinions of some of the witnesses, the committee 
are strongly convinced that the provision of the present law permitting the introduction of foreign wool, 
costing not exceeding ten cents per pound in the foreign market, at the almost nominal duty of 15 per 
cent. ad valorem, does admit wool paying this duty, and invoiced at and below this price, which, in quality 
and use, materially conflicts with the common native wool of this country. 

This opinion is strongly corroborated by the presentation, by one of the witnesses, to the committee 
of five diflerent specimens of foreign wool imported into, and during the last fall selling in, the Boston 
market at from 6 cents to 14 cents per pound. The foreign invoices of all these wools were at a price 
not exceeding 10 cents per pound, and consequently paid but a duty of 15 per cent. ad valorem. At least 
two of these specimens of wool, the committee believe, when properly cleansed would clearly appear to 
be equal in quality to the common native wool of the United States; and the very rapid increase in the 
importations of these low qualities of wool since the passage of the tariff bill of 1824 furnishes the strongest 
reason to conclude that they are supplying the demand, and answering the uses which the coarse wools 
of our country would, in most cases, well supply, and that the foreign article is sought because,:-by means 
of the very low duty it now pays, it can be obtained at a less price than the domestic. There are also 
strong reasons for believing that, by importing several qualities of foreign wools in the grease and dirt, 
they are invoiced at a price not exceeding 10 cents per pound, when if the same wools were cleansed, 
as the foreign wools usually are for the market, they would necessarily invoice at a much higher price; 
and that in this way the spirit of the law of 1824 is to a very considerable extent evaded. ‘The law of 
1824 imposed upon wool costing in the foreign market a price exceeding 10 cents per pound a progres- 
sive duty, commencing at 20 per cent. ad valorem and ending at 30 per cent. ad valorem. This duty 
reached its maximum on the Ist day of June, 1826. The question, then, as to the manner in which these 
low priced wools could be effectually reached, without imposing an exorbitant duty upon the higher and 

finer qualities, was first to be determined. And the bill herewith reported will show that the conclusion 
of the committee has been to impose a specific duty of 7 cents per pound upon all foreign wool, without 
regard to its quality, and to retain, at the same time, the ad valorem duty, with a proposition to increase 
it from 30 per cent., the present duty, to 40 per cent., and to make it progressive at an increase of 5 per 
cent. per annum to 50 per cent., and applicable to all kinds of wool; these alterations, if adopted by Con- 
gress, will operate, proportionably, more heavily upon the coarse than upon the fine wools. But the 
committee suffer little apprehension from this fact, because they consider it satisfactorily proved that the 
capacity of this country to produce wool is only to be limited by the demand for the article; that the 
manufacturers they have examined are using much the largest share of the finer wools; that the coarse 
wools of this country are little sought, because foreign wools of a coarser quality, and answering the 
same uses, are procured at lower prices; and that in the assortment of the wools of this country for the 
purposes of manufacture, a large share will fall within the low ranges, and will fairly supply the place 
of the coarse imported wools. And the committee will not disguise the fact that it has been their inten- 
tion, in the bill they should report, to extend every protection which the nature of the case will admit to 
the grower of American wool. If they have not done this they have erred in judgment, and have not 
accomplished their own intentions. If the duties they have proposed upon unmanufactured wool are too 
high, and shall thus prove injurious to the manufacturer, and not beneficial to the farmer, then they have 
mistaken the proportions which the relative cost of the wool and the fabric will warrant, and have thus 
been led into unintentional error. 

In relation to the additional protection required by the manufacturers of woolens, the committee have 
found themselves most in need of specific information. The law of 1824, imposing additional duties upon 
imports, was, at the time of its passage, no doubt, believed, by those who framed, and by those who 
supported it, sufficient, both in its provisions and in the amount of its duties, to afford a fair protection 
to this important national interest. But experience has shown that this belief was fallacious, and that 
the operation of this law has disappointed both those who passed it and those who sought its passage. 

Former laws had also been passed with the same intentions, and had failed to realize the expectations 
of those who acted under them. The knowledge of these facts it was which induced the committee to 
propose a mode, heretofore untried in this Government, of obtaining precise information upon which to 
legislate. They have been indulged by the House in making the experiment, and, although the informa- 
tion collected may not be as precise and detailed as a greater allowance of time and a wider range of 
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a 
examination might have made it, the committee do believe that certain positions may be assumed from 
the testimony, as fully proved, which will afford much aid in determining the defects in the existing laws, 
and in applying the proper remedies to those defects; and they cannot but hope that this information, 
coming from persons intimately acquainted with the subjects of which they speak, and given under the 
solemn sanction of an oath, will have greater weight than the ordinary information upon which former 
Jaws upon these subjects have been passed. 

The following positions, as relating to the manufacture of woolen goods, the committee believe 
themselves warranted in deducing from the evidence they have taken, and they depend upon the evidence 
and opinions of the witnesses for the soundness of them: 

Ist. That the manufacture of woolen goods in this country is, at this time, a business laboring under 
severe depressions, and attended with loss more severe upon the finer qualities. 

2d. That these depressions are owing, in a very great degree, to the excessive and irregular importa- 
tions of foreign woolen goods into our markets, thus causing a fluctuation in, and an uncertainty of price for 
those goods more injurious to the American manufacturer than even the depression of price which 
these importations produce. 

3d. That the difference between the prices of wool, of the same quality, in this country and in England 
js, at the present time, about fifty per cent. in favor of the latter country. 

4th. That the cost of the raw wool in this country is about one-half of the cost of the fabric, when 
repared for the market, as a general rule, applying to most kinds of cloths. 

5th. That, if the cost of the wool and the cost of the foreign materials used for dyeing were the same 
in both countries, the process of manufacturing the wool into cloth, fitted for the market, can be performed 
as cheap in this country as it can in England. 

6th. That the present duty upon woolen goods does not furnish the desired protection, and that no 
reasonable duty can be effectual unless it be a specific square yard, instead of an ad valorem duty. 

With a general reference to these positions, so far as they could be made applicable to the subject, 
and with a proper regard to the whole body of the testimony taken, the committee have proceeded to 
detail their propositions for the alteration and increase of the duties upon woolen goods, The law of 
1824, with certain exceptions enumerated in the act, imposed a duty of 25 per centum ad valorem upon 
all foreign woolen goods imported into this country the actual value of which, at the place whence im- 
ported, should not exceed thirty-three and one-third cents per square yard; and a duty, after the 30th day 
of June, 1825, of 334 per centum ad valorem upon those costing more than 334 cents per square yard. 
The exceptions from the duty of 334 per cent. were blankets and worsted stuff goods, upon which a duty 
of 25 per centum ad valorem was imposed; and from the goods paying a duty of 25 per centum ad 
yalorem, as costing less than 834 cents per square yard, were excepted flannels and baizes, which were to 
pay a duty of 334 per cent. 

The committee have proposed to change all these ad valorem duties upon cloths to specific square 
yard duties, making the same exceptions which are made in the act of 1824. Some of these exceptions 
the committee have left unaltered, and others they have proposed a small increase of duty upon. The 
article of blankets now pays a duty of 25 per centum ad valorem, and they propose to increase this duty 
to 35 per cent. 

This they have done, because they think the testimony warrants them in the belief that, if the manu- 
facture of blankets is encouraged in this country, they can be made here as cheap, in reference to the 
quality of the blanket, as they are now imported, and that in this manufacture a consumption may be 
found for large quantities of our native wool. The committee also consider blankets an article so essen- 
tially necessary for the soldier as to become an object of national policy, and a necessary for which we 
ought not to be dependent upon any foreign country. 

The propositions of the committee as to the alteration and increase of duties upon woolens generally 
are as follows: 

Ist. Upon all manufactures of wool, or of which wool shall be a component part, the actual value of 
which, at the place whence imported, shall not exceed 50 cents per square yard, a specific duty of 16 cents 
upon every square yard. 

2d. Upon all manufactures of wool, or of which wool shall be a component part, the actual value of 
which, at the place whence imported, shall exceed 50 cents per square yard, and shall not exceed $1 per 
square yard, a specific duty of 40 cents upon every square yard. 

3d. Upon all manufactures of wool, or of which wool shall be a component part, the actual value of 
which, at the place whence imported, shall exceed $1 per square yard, and shall not exceed $2 50 per 
square yard, a specific duty of $1 upon every square yard. 

4th. Upon all manufactures of wool, or of which wool shall be a component part, the actual value of 
which, at the place whence imported, shall exceed $2 50 per square yard, and shall not exceed $4 per 
square yard, shall be deemed to have cost $4 per square yard, and, at such valuation, shall be charged 
with and pay a duty of 40 per centum ad valorem. 

5th. Upon all manufactures of wool, &c., the actual value of which, at the place where imported, shall 
exceed $4 per square yard, shall be charged with and pay a duty of 45 per centum ad valorem. 

It will thus be seen that the propositions made by the committee, if adopted, will give a considerable 
increase upon the present rates of duty, in any event, and may give a very large increase, if the importa- 
tions should not be regulated by the rates of the duty. Should they be so regulated, the intermediate 
spaces would be left entirely to be supplied by the American manufacturer; and this, it is believed, would 
not only furnish him a market for the great body of his cloths, but would enable him to compete with the 
foreigner, even at the prices at which the minimum principle does not operate extensively to increase the 
duty. The committee have not gone to the extent proposed by many of the memorials in the regulation 
of these duties, but they have gone to the extent to which, from the evidence taken by them, they believe 
the prosperity of our woolen manafactures requires. 

Hemp and flax, and some of the manufactures from them, have next claimed the consideration of the 
committee. The evidence which they have collected upon these subjects, though by no means voluminous, 
In their opinion, satisfactorily proves that large sections of the country are capable of producing either 
kind of the raw material above mentioned, to any extent. So far as the committee have been able to learn, 
the State of Kentucky seems to have paid the most attention to the culture of hemp, and, at this time, to 
possess the most extensive manufactories of the article of any State in the Union; while the States of 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey seem, as yet, to take the lead in the growing and manufacture of flax. 
Yet there cannot be a doubt but that the soil of either of these States, as well as of many, and perhaps 
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most of the other States, is well adapted to the growth of either hemp or flax, and that they only need the 
consumption in duck, cordage, &c., of our extensive commerce, and of our growing Navy, to give to these 
branches of agriculture an encouragement which would soon make the raw materials articles, not of 
import, but of export, and would supply the wants of our own country with as cheap and as valuable a 
fabric as is now obtained from foreign hands. 

Indeed, if there are any articles the produce of agricultural and manufacturing labor which, more 
than others, would seem to claim the fostering care of the Government, not as a matter of policy merely 
but as a matter both of interest and independence, hemp and flax would seem peculiarly to belong % 
them. These are materials the growing of which brings into profitable use, not only the fertile lands of 
the country, but the active labor of the husbandman, and the manufacturing of which into the fabrics of 
most extensive utility would seem to be so simple and easy as not to require the aid of foreign skill in 
its accomplishment; and to our commerce in peace, and to our Navy in war, as well as to the common 
uses of all classes of society, materials and fabrics of more prime necessity cannot be named. 

The committee cannot here refrain from directing the attention of the House to the testimony of a 
very intelligent manufacturer of flax, which will be found to compose a part of the evidence herewith 
reported. From the facts stated by him, it would seem that the alleged inferiority of the American hemp 
and flax, when compared with the foreign, arises not from any inferiority of either of the materials as 
grown in this country, but from not pulling or harvesting the crops at the proper time, and from giving 
them a dew instead of a water rot. The committee solicit particular attention to this part of the evidence 
they have taken, and hope it may attract the particular notice of the farmers of the country generally, 
The principal additions which the committee have proposed upon these articles are upon the unmanufactured 
materials and upon sail duck. The increase proposed upon raw hemp is $10 per ton, and that upon raw 
flax is $9 per ton; and both are made progressive until the duty shall be $60 per ton upon each; it now 
being $35 upon hemp, and 15 per cent. or about equal to $36 per ton upon flax. The proposition is to change 
the duty upon sail duck from an ad valorem duty of 15 per cent. to a specific duty of nine cents per square 
yard, and to regulate the drawback upon the article. 

The next subject in order, though not second in importance to the agricultural interests of the country, 
which has occupied the attention of the committee in the draught of the bill they now submit to the House 
is that of a further protection to the domestic spirits distilled from grain in the United States. And here 
the committee feel bound to inform the House that it is not with any view to benefit the manufacturer of 
this description of ardent spirits that they have at all entertained the subject. It is the interest, and 
solely the interest, of the farmer who grows the grain from which these spirits are distilled which renders 
it a subject at all worthy of the consideration of Congress, as connected with the protection of the industry 
and substantial interests of the country. But if the most extensive farming interests of these United 
States, the grain-growing interests of almost every section of the country, are subjects of importance, 
then surely the protection of the domestic spirits distilled from grain cannot be unimportant; for it is 
a fact too well and too generally known to require a repetition by the committee that this manufacture 
has for a number of years now last past afforded almost the only market for the coarse grains in the 
interior of the country. These grains are of so bulky and so heavy a nature compared with their present 
market values that they will not bear transportation beyond a very limited distance, even when water 
communication is afforded; and where this means of transportation is not enjoyed, their ability to reach 
a market is restricted within extremely narrow limits. But did not even this insuperable difficulty exist, 
it is equally certain that our large market towns do not and have not offered even a tolerable market for 
these grains in kind for some years last past, nor do the committee see that there is any prospect they 
will do so while our foreign relations remain as they now are. But convert these grains into spirits, and 
a partial market is afforded, not profitable, it is true, to the enterprise of the farmer, but better than an 
entire loss. 

The committee refer the House, for evidence to support these positions, to the witnesses who have 
been examined upon this subject. A perfect remedy to the farmer for these evils they do not believe to 
be within the reach of Congress. But partial relief would seem to be very plainly presented. Our tables 
of imports for the last six years show a very regular annual importation of foreign spirits from grain 
and other materials, varying from 5,000,000 to 6,000,000 gallons, a very small share of which is re-exported, 
and the residue is consumed in the country, and consequently, to that extent, limits the demand for the 
domestic spirits. The committee are aware that the time has been when the whiskey of this country 
would have been a very unacceptable exchange for foreign spirits to the higher classes of consumers 
But they do not believe that that objection can, at this time, be alleged. Such has been the advance in 
skill and experience in the art of distilling spirits from grain that the whiskey of this country has become 
a very palatable and a very fashionable, as it no doubt is the least injurious liquor. The committee 
therefore cannot suppose that the comforts or even the luxuries of our citizens will be much restricted 
or materially affected by such an increase of duty upon foreign spirits as will reduce the quantity imported. 

But as inseparably connected with the subject of foreign spirits is that of spirits distilled in our own 
country from foreign materials. Although the committee have no means of ascertaining the quantity of 
this kind of spirits at present distilled in the United States, yet, from the large importations of the 
material from which it is made, there is strong reason to conclude that the number of gallons must be 
somewhat greater than the whole number of gallons of foreign spirits imported. The importations of 
molasses into this country for the last six years has ranged from 11,000,000 to nearly 14,000,000 of gallons. 
By an examination of the import tables in the Treasury Office it is ascertained that out of the 13,000,000 
imported during the last year more than 11,000,000 were carried into ports east of the port of New York, 
not including the latter port. It would hardly seem probable that the quantity consumed in the domestic 
way, in this section of the Union, could so far exceed the consumption of other sections of the country, 
where sugar and molasses are not manufactured, as this proportion would indicate; and therefore it is 
presumed that much of the molasses taken into our eastern ports is used for distillation. This conclusion 
is rendered still more natural when it is known that in that section of the United States are located the 
most extensive distilleries of rum from molasses. The spirits thus produced interferes equally with 
foreign spirits, with the demand for the spirits produced from domestic materials; and as the committee 
have proceeded upon the principle, in relation to iron, wool, hemp, and flax, that the domestic article, 
where it either exists or can be produced in sufficient quantities, should be preferred to the foreign, even 
for the use of our own manufactures, so in the case of molasses they propose to apply the same rule, The 
committee have no means by which they can even calculate the quantity of grain now annually distilled 
in the United States, or the quantity of spirits produced by such distillation; but they hazard nothing 
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in the assertion that the coarse grains are now grown in these States in sufficient quantities to furnish 
to them a full supply of ardent spirits, if the demand was in no other manner supplied; and they refer to 
the testimony which has been given before them to show both the present depressed prices of these grains 
and of the spirits produced from them, and also to show that the quantity of these grains can be increased 
in different sections of the country to answer any demand, if demand could be created. 

With these facts before them, the committee have proposed, in the bill they report, to increase the 
present duty ten cents per gallon upon all foreign spirits imported into the country, and to increase the 
present duty upon molasses five cents per gallon. we 

By a reference to the table of domestic exports it will be seen that a part of the spirits distilled from 
molasses in this country is exported; and the law, as now existing, allows, upon these spirits so exported, 
a drawback of four cents per gallon. An examination of these tables will show that most of these spirits 
so exported go to the same markets with our domestic spirits distilled from grain; and with this draw- 
pack operating as a bounty upon their exportation, they must, according to the relative values of the two 
kinds of spirits before exportation, have the advantage in the foreign market to which they both go, over 
the spirits from grain, of just the amount of this drawback. The committee have therefore proposed a 
repeal of the provision allowing the drawback. 

The subject of glass has also been proposed as a matter of examination before the committee, and 
two very intelligent witnesses, living in sections of country remote from each other, have been examined 
in relation to it. A reference to their testimony will show that the present protection to window glass, 
of smaller size than 10 by 14 inches, is abundant, and that most other descriptions of glass are in the 
same situation. In this these witnesses both agree, and they are both practically acquainted with the 
manufacture of various descriptions of the article. But one of the witnesses proves that the denomina- 
tions of window glass, exceeding 10 by 15 inches, is not sufficiently protected, and the committee have 
proposed an alteration in the present duties upon these sizes of window glass. 

The only other material alteration which the committee have proposed in the existing laws regulating 
our duties upon imports is an increase of the minimum upon cottons from 30 cents, at which it now 
stands, to 85 cents. The object of this has been to reach a finer description of cotton cloths; and for the 
evidence upon which they have recommended this alteration they refer the House to the testimony of the 
witnesses who have been examined upon the subject of cottons, herewith reported. 

Should there be found errors in this report, the committee have to offer for their excuse the very 
short time allowed to prepare it; and they would gladly have avoided accompanying their bill with any 
report, but for the fact that their request to be allowed to examine witnesses has excited some feeling in 
the House, as well as in the country, and they have felt it a duty they owed to themselves to give this 
detailed history of the manner in which they have discharged the important trust. 








Minutes of evidence taken before the Committee on Manufactures, 1st session 20th Congress; ordered to be 
printed January 31, 1838. 


NAMES OF PERSONS INTERROGATED. 


Hon. Richard Keese. Mr. Abraham Marland. 
John Mitchell. Joseph Marshall. 
William Russel. William W. Young. 
Charles A. Wickliffe. William R. Dickinson. 
Nathaniel Garrow. Abraham Schenck. 
Jeromus Johnson. James Wolcott, jr. 
James Clark. Jonas B. Brown. 

Mr. Simon N. Dexter. Joshua Clapp. 
Benjamin Bakewell. Benjamin Poor. 

Hon. Aaron Tufts. Theodore Chase. 

Mr. James Shepherd. Eleuterre I. Dupont. 
William Phillips. Joshua W. Pierce. 
John Travers. John Siddall. 

Joseph Jackson. Andrew Way.—28 persons. 


Fripay, December 28, 1827. 


Present: The honorables Rollin C. Mallary, chairman; James 8. Stevenson, Lewis Condict, Thomas 

P. Moore, Silas Wright, jr., William Stanberry, and William D. Martin. 
On motion, 

Ordered, That the chairman of the committee, at the earliest opportunity, offer to the House the 
following resolution: 

“ Resolved, That the Committee on Manufactures be vested with power to send for persons and 
papers.” P 
_ The committee adjourned, to meet to-morrow, in case the House meet; otherwise, to meet on the 31st 
instant. 


Monpay, December 31, 182'T. 


Present: The honorables Rollin C. Mallary, chairman; James S. Stevenson, Lewis Condict, Thomas 
P. Moore, Silas Wright, jr., William Stanberry, and William D. Martin. 
The House not having met on Saturday, and there being no opportunity to present the resolution of 
the 28th instant, 
i — That it be presented this day. And then the committee adjourned until to-morrow morning, 
o’clock. 
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Turspay, January 1, 1828. 


Present: The honorables Rollin C. Mallary, chairman; James S. Stevenson, Lewis Condict, Thomas 

P. Moore, Silas Wright, jr., William Stanberry, and William D. Martin. 
On motion, nv a , 

Ordered, That, for the purpose of expediting the obtaining witnesses, each member of the committee 
be authorized to furnish to the chairman the names of two witnesses, for whom subpcenas shall be forth. 
with sént.* ’ . . 

And then the committee adjourned, to meet again on Friday next. 


Fripay, January 4, 1828. 


Present: The honorables Rollin C. Mallary, chairman; James S. Stevenson, Lewis Condict, Thomas 

P. Moore, Silas Wright, jr., William Stanberry, and William D. Martin. 
On motion of Mr. Wright, 

Ordered, That a subpoena be issued for Simon N. Dexter, and be addressed to him at Summit Bridge 

Post Office, Delaware; to be examined in relation to the manufacture of woolen goods. 
On motion of Mr. Moore, 

Ordered, That a subpcena be issued for the honorable Caleb Stark, and be addressed to him at Pem. 

broke, New Hampshire; to be examined in relation to the manufacture of woolen goods. 
On motion of Mr. Stevenson, 

Ordered, That a subpeena be issued for Benjamin Bakewell, and be addressed to him at Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania; to be examined in relation to the manufacture of glass, and generally as to other manu- 
factures. 

On motion of Mr. Martin, 

Ordered, That a subpoena be issued for Josiah Pomeroy, and be addressed to him at Pittsfield, 

Massachusetts; to be examined in relation to the manufacture of woolen goods. 
On motion of Mr. Condict, 

Ordered, That a subpeena be issued for John Travers, and be addressed to him at Paterson, Essex 

county, New Jersey; to be examined in relation to the manufacture of canvas. 
On motion of Mr. Condict, 

Ordered, That a subpoena be issued for Joseph Jackson, and be addressed to him at Rockaway, 

Morris county, New Jersey; to be examined in relation to the manufacture of iron. 
On motion of Mr. Martin, 

Ordered, That a subpoena be issued for Abraham Marland, and be addressed to him at Andover, 

Massachusetts; to be examined in relation to the manufacture of woolen goods. 
On motion of Mr. Stanberry, 

Ordered, That a subpoena be issued for Joseph Marshall, and be addressed to him at Hudson, New 
York; to be examined in relation to the manufacture of cotton goods. 

And then the committee adjourned until Monday morning, 10 o’clock. 


Monpay, January 7, 1828. 


Present: The honorables Rollin C, Mallary, chairman; James §. Stevenson, Lewis Condict, Thomas p® 
Moore, Silas Wright, jr., and William Stanberry. 

The committee, after some desultory conversation relative to the matters referred for their considera- 
tion, adjourned until to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock. 


Tvuespay, January 8, 1828. 


Present: The honorables Rollin C. Mallary, chairman; James 8. Stevenson, Lewis Condict, Thomas P. 
Moore, Silas Wright, jr., and William Stanberry. 

Ordered, That Thursday next be assigned to take the examination of such witnesses as may then be 
in attendance. 

On motion of Mr. Stevenson, 

Ordered, That the chairman request by letter the attendance before the committee, on Thursday next, 
of the honorable Richard Keese, a member of the House of Representatives from the State of New York, 
and of the honorable John Mitchell, a member from the State of Pennsylvania, for the purpose of com- 
municating such information as they may possess upon the subjects of the committee’s inquiry. 

Ordered, That, for the convenience of the committee, the witnesses be introduced and examined 
separately. 

And then the committee adjourned until Thursday morning, 10 o’clock. 


Tuurspay, January 10, 1828. 


Present: The honorables Rollin C, Mallary, chairman; James S. Stevenson, Lewis Condict, Thomas P. 
Moore, Silas Wright, jr., William Stanberry, and William D. Martin. 


Testimony in relation to iron. 


Hon. Richard Keese, of Keesville, Clinton county, New York, admitted and sworn: 
Mr. Keese, by permission of the committee, presented an estimate which he considers to be a fair 


* Under the authority of the above resolution, James 8. Stevenson requested a subpeena to be issued for Frederick Rapp, 
of Beaver county, Pennsylvania; to be examined by the committee in relation to wool and the manufacture of woolen goods ; 
which was forwarded January 2, 1828. 

Mr. Wright requested a subpeena to be issued for William Phillips, of the State of New York ; to be examined in relation 
to woolens ; which was issued on the 2d January. 

Mr. Mallary requested subpcenas to be issued for Aaron Tufts and James Shepherd, of Massachusetts; to be examined in 
relation to the manufacture of woolen goods. 
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siinciniinentin 
calculation of the operations of a forge, engaged in the manufacture of bloom iron, situated twelve miles 
from the one bed, and the same distance from a place of transportation by water, and requests that the 
same may be received and made part of his evidence in the present examination, viz: 


A fair estimate of the, average business of the manufacture of bar iron in the counties of Clinton and Essex, in 
the State of New York, in the shape of an account current. One forge and water privilege, with capacity 
to make seventy-five tons annually. 








Dr. 
925 tons rock ore, raised from the bed, and lying upon its bank, worth, per ton, $6.......... $1,350 00 
Carting the above ore, say twelve miles, to the forge, worth $2 per ton..........00..- 0000s 450 00 
37,500 bushels of coal, delivered at the coal-house in good order, worth 43 cents per bushel.. 1,687 50 
Bloomers’ wages for making 75 tons of iron, and boarding themselves, worth, per ton, $18..... 1,350 00 
The wages of one common laboring man the whole year, to measure coal, wash ore, and make 
small repairs about the forge, &c., &c., boarding himself, worth, per day, $1, say....... 800 00 
Blacksmith’s bill, timber, work of mechanics in making repairs for the year, over and above 
i ee te Se i RU I isa aide hi knees ee ba dsc nedecccseenescns 225 00 
Insurance against fire on buildings and machinery, 14 per cent. on $2,000, which is their esti- 
ES hh OR Re NCEA s NONE AE ARREARS AKER EARS Wr oH ES OOo eR Oe RES 30 00 
Carting 75 tons of iron from the forge to the lake, say 12 miles, worth $2 per ton.......... 150 00 
Wharfage, storage, and freight, of 75 tons of iron to the city of New York, by water, a 
distance of about three hundred miles, worth, per ton, $6...............020c cece eee 460 00 
Commissions on sale and all other charges at New York, worth 5 per cent.................. 337 50 
6,330 00 
Cr. 
By 75 tons of iron in the city of New York, worth, per ton, $90............ 0c cece eee eens 6,750 00 
PN aida iain RO ea Kas oceee wuss 420 00 
In the operation above detailed, the business indispensably requires nearly the whole time of 
one proprietor in procuring the materials, keeping the works in operation, supplying the 
workmen, teams, &c., with necessaries, marketing the iron, &c., &c.; in the course of 
which business considerable personal expenses as well as time are incurred, and this 
item would be estimated much lower than its value at...... 0.0... eee eee eee eee $500 00 
The capital invested in the water privilege and dam may be fairly estimated at $2,000; the 
ierest upon Which, at T per cont, per GNNUM, 19... 22.50. 0c. ccc ccccersescesccnccces 140 00 
The capital invested in the forge, machinery, coal-houses, and bloomers’ houses, may be set 
down at $2,000; which, considering its perishable nature, ought to pay at least 14 per 
ook. Sut P wWell Dees cerry 10 OWE BET per COME... ic cee ccc ccncescssceccese 140 00 
780 00 
The bloomer’s house is usually furnished by the proprietor, without rent. 
By real loss upon superintendence, and simple interest upon capital..... 0.2.2... e eee eee ee $360 00 
ae ee Oe INN IIS CUO ics ccc an cence esen secre ses weebecdensosseasonenes 420 00 
780 00 





This loss is and can only be made up to the proprietor by the fact that he is a farmer or a merchant, 
and by the sale of his produce or his goods, at an ordinary profit, to pay his hands, and for his stock and 
team work he may be reimbursed. 


Question. How long have you been engaged in the business of making bar or bloom iron, and when 
did you abandon that business ? 

Answer. I sold out my interest in the establishment last May. I was engaged in it for about seven 
years before that time, and since then have ceased to be interested in the iron business. 

Question. What description of iron is that of which you speak? Is it bloomery or other? 

_ Answer. It is bloomery. I have never been engaged in the furnace business, or in making refined 
iron. 

Question. What was the worth of bar iron, hammered from blooms, at your factory ? 

Answer. It was generally worth from $80 to $85 per ton, of 2,240 pounds, cash price, less 25 cents 
per ton for taking it to the rolling-mill, which may be considered its market. If carried twelve miles, 
it would cost $2 per ton. 

Question. Into what was your bar iron converted at the rolling-mill ? 

Answer. Most of what I rolled was made into nail plates and other manufactures. Some has been 
rolled to order. The nails have been most usually sold at the works for country use; say about two 
hundred tons per year.- Some, however, have been sent to New York. 

Question. Into what other articles is the iron of your neighborhoed generally manufactured ? 

* aa Chain links and bolt iron constitute the principal manufacture, and are then sent to New 
ork. 

Question. Is the protection on nails sufficient ? 

Answer. It is quite an ample protection. 

Question. How much iron have you usually made in the year? 

Answer. I had but one forge, and usually made about seventy-five tons. 

Question. Have you bought iron in your neighborhood ? 

Answer. I have bought for a company in New York, during the last season, about sixty tons of the 
bloom iron, for which I paid from $80 to $85 per ton 

Question. What does it cost a purchaser in New York when he purchases in your neighborhood ? 
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Answer. I purchased last winter the best bloom iron at $85 per ton. My commission was two per 
cent., and the freight from the mill to New York was $7 25 per ton, 

Question. Can you form any estimate as to what quantity of iron is usually manufactured in your 
section of country? : . aa 

Answer. About 3,000 tons are manufactured in the neighborhood of Lake Champlain, in the States of 
New York and Vermont. I speak of bar iron before it is converted into other articles. 

Question. Have those manufactures increased or diminished within the last ten or twelve years? 

Answer. During the late war there were several very important establishments erected, and they did 
well. In 1816, and for a few years afterwards, they declined. Within the last two or three years they 
have revived again very considerably, except two large establishments—one at Vergennes, the other called 
the Elba works—which have not been revived. Some new works have been erected. 

Question. Do the location of the works, in regard to the facilities of procuring the raw material and 
the means of manufacturing, affect the value of the capital employed ? 

Answer. They do in proportion to the price of transporting the raw material, fuel, &c. 

Question. Are there any furnaces or forges in operation in your section of the country propelled by 
steam ? 

Answer. None; they all go by water. 

Question. Is it a fair average that three tons of the ore in your section of the country will make one 
ton of iron? 

Answer. It is, if the ore be of the best kind. If it be inferior, it requires more; but that additional 
quantity does not affect the estimate, because the ore costs less. 

Question. Is five hundred bushels of coal the usual quantity necessary for making a ton of iron? 

Answer. It is, if the ore be such as is referred to in the first part of my last answer. All our ore igs 
converted directly into bar iron at the forge without the intervention of a furnace. 

Question. Is $2,000 a fair estimate for the water privilege, lot, and dam; and are $2,000, in addition, 
an equivalent for buildings, forges, &c.? 

Answer. These are fair estimates. Such an establishment, with two fires and one forge-hammer, will 
make seventy-five tons of iron annually. 

Question. What is the capacity of the country to furnish ore? 

Answer. The quantity of ore within forty miles of my residence appears to be wholly inexhaustible, 
and would seem to be enough to last the United States for centuries. The water-power is very great and 
much of the country still a wilderness, furnishing materials for great quantities of coal, but that may 
ultimately fail. 

Question. Have the expenses of manufacturing iron increased of late ? 

Answer. I do not think they have for the last five years. ‘There have been variations in several of 
the items of expense, but I think the average about the same. 

Question. From your knowledge of the manufacture of iron, do you think that hoop iron is sufficiently 
protected ? 

Answer. I think that it is sufficiently protected. 

Question. Is there sufficient protection to boiler and sheet iron ? 

Answer. I have been inclined to think it would not be bad policy to afford further protection to thin 
sheet iron. The boiler iron I do not think requires it. I draw this conclusion from the fact that all, or 
mostly all, we use is manufactured in the United States. 

(VJuestion. Do rolled and slit nail and spike rods require further protection ? 

Answer. I think not. There is a kind of hammered iron, resembling the spike rods, imported from 
Russia. They interfere with the nail and spike rods, and affect their prices. I consider it an evasion of 
the revenue laws, because they are entered as hammered bar iron. The duty on this article I think should 
be increased, or provision made to prevent the evasion of the existing revenue laws by placing them on 
the footing of nail and spike rods. 

Question. Do you know of any establishment for bar iron which was not a losing concern to the owner 
from the close of the war to the revision of the tariff? 

Answer. Answering the question in general terms, I would say I know of none, except it was so 
situated as to be protected by a home market, which the foreign article could not well reach by reason of 
the cost of transportation. 

Question. Does your experience enable you to form an opinion as to the necessity of an increase of 
duty on hammered bar iron ? 

Answer. On this subject I am of opinion that it would be prudent to increase the duty to one cent 
per pound. More than that I think would be impolitic, both for the country and the manufacturer. I am 
friendly to manufactures, but I am opposed to any sudden high increase of duties, upon the principle that 
such a course would be prejudicial to those interested in manufactures and to the community. 

Question. Were any manufactories of bar iron, engaged in that solely, conducted profitably between 
1818 and 1824? 

Answer. I know of none that succeeded well who had to compete with the foreign article. 

Question. As a friend to the permanent interests of our manufactures, do you deem it advisable that 
the manufacturer should be reasonable in his requisitions for protection ? 

Answer. Ido. I think the manufacturers ought to be moderate and reasonable in asking for pro- 
tection. 

Adjourned until to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock. 





Frway, January 11, 1828. 


Hon. Mr. Keese again admitted, and further examined: 

Question. When you speak of the price of bar iron at $80 to $85 per ton, do you include small bars? 

Answer. I speak of that from two to four inches in breadth and half an inch to an inch in thickness, 
or of square iron from an inch and a quarter to three inches square. 

Question. If you drew small bars, either square or flat, for any particular purpose, did you sell for a 
higher price ? 

Answer. We did. Iron bars of an inch square would be $5 per ton higher than coarser iron. 

Question. Is there any hammered bar iron made in your section of the country from pigs ? 

Ansver. I know of none. 
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Question. The estimate you have furnished supposes you to make 75 tons per year. How many men 
would it take to dig the ore, draw it, cut the wood, prepare the coal and deliver the coal, do the labor of 
the forge, and such other services as are incident and necessary ? 

Answer. From the best estimate I have been able to make, I am of opinion it would require seventeen 
laborers, able-bodied men. 

Question. If the forge was at the ore bed, would it not follow, as a consequence, that the second item 
of your estimate of $450 for carting the ore would be deducted from the cost of making the seventy-five tons? 

Answer. It would. 

Question. What is coal worth at the coal bed? 

Answer. It is worth from three and a half to four cents per bushel. Those who buy in that way 
generally pay about that price, depending upon its distance from the forge. 

Question. In your estimate furnished to us, where you say that iron is worth at the forge from $80 to 
$85 per ton, are we to understand that this is independent and exclusive of the item of $1 50 for carting 
it to the lake, of $4 50 for freight, wharfage, &c., and $3 37 for commissions on sales ? 

Answer. You are so to understand it. 

Question. Is the bar iron of your section of country considered as valuable in price and quality as 
the bar iron made on the Juniata, in Pennsylvania ? 

Answer. I think that which we call the Peru iron, in point of tenacity, is equal to any in the world; 
but from the reputation of the refined iron made on the Juniata I am inclined to think if more valuable for 
many uses. 





Hon. John Mitchell, of Bellefonte, Centre county, Pennsylvania, admitted and sworn: 

Question. Are you now, or have you been, engaged in the manufacture of iron ? 

Answer. I have been, but am not at this time. I was engaged in it nine or ten years. 

Question. When did you cease to have an interest in such works? 

Answer. Some time in the year 1815. 

Question. Have you an intimate knowledge of the iron business in your section of country ? 

Answer. I think I have as good as any one can be supposed to have who is not an immediate manager 
of such an establishment. 

Question. In what kind of iron were you engaged in the manufacture ? 

Answer. Both in pig metal and bar iron. 

Question. What quantity of bar iron do you suppose is manufactured in your section of country? 

Answer. In the counties of Mifflin, Huntingdon, and Centre, I estimate the quantity of bar iron at 
4,000 tons (of 2,240 pounds) per annum. 

Question. What quantity of other iron do you suppose is manufactured ? 

Answer. In the counties alluded to I estimate the quantity of pig iron and castings at 8,500 tons, 
from which the 4,000 tons above mentioned are manufactured. The remainder is sold as pigs and castings. 
6,000 tons of pig iron will produce 4,000 tons of bar iron; and it is sometimes a part of the contract with 
the workmen that they shall make it yield that quantity. 

An estimate of the sum total of iron annually manufactured in Pennsylvania: Bar iron, 21,800 tons; 
cast metal, 47,075 tons, of which 32,700 tons are used in the manufacturing of the bar iron; 14,375 tons 
are made into castings, a part in air and a part in blast furnaces. 

Question. What is the value of the bar iron at the works? 

Answer. There is but little sold for cash at the works. It is most usually bartered or exchanged, and 
the fixed settled price is then $100 per ton. It is sometimes sold for cash at the works, when the 
necessities of the holder compel him to take less; but this is so seldom done that there is no fixed cash 
price. 

Question. What is the ordinary price of pig metal at the furnace? 

Answer. It is $26 67, ordinarily; it is so when the barter price of bar iron is $100 per ton. 

Question. Where is the bar iron sent for a market ? 

Answer. A small part is sent to Baltimore and Philadelphia; a still smaller proportion of the whole 
quantity is manufactured into rolled sheet iron, nails, and wood screws. The remainder is generally sent 
westward; and I think the quantity sent to the west constitutes two-thirds of the whole manufacture. 
The surplus of pig metal comes to the south, principally to Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Washington city. 

Question. What is the expense of transportation to Baltimore ? 

Answer. It is about $10 per ton. 

Question. What is the cost to Philadelphia ? 

Answer. I presume it will cost $12 per ton. 

Question. What is the cost to Pittsburg ? 

Answer. From $25 to $35 per ton. If it is taken partly by water, as it may be done at some seasons 
of the year, it will cost $25; if carried altogether by land it will cost $35, and this latter price varies in 
proportion to the price of horse feed. 

Question. Where is the western market ? 

Answer. Pittsburg is the market for all that goes westward, except when some of the iron masters 
go down the river and establish iron stores, where they sell out in small quantities, by the short ton, and 
at better prices. Some others seek for a market on the river, without making such establishments. 

Question. What is the price in Pittsburg ? 

Answer. The price in Pittsburg varies from $100 to $115 per ton. 

Question. What are the prices in Baltimore and Philadelphia ? ; 

; Answer. In Baltimore and Phi'adelphia they vary from $85 to $95 per ton. I think it sold last spring 
at $95. 
ses Question. What quantity of iron was manufactured in the counties of which you speak from the years 
5 to 1820? 

Answer. There were as many forges built in 1820 as there are now, but they were not all in operation. 
There were 450 tons more manufactured in 1827 than there were in 1820. I speak of bar iron. _ 

Question. From the present state of the business, do you think it likely that the business will increase ? 

Answer. I think not. The scarcity of timber in the neighborhood of ore beds will prevent any 
considerable increase. There may, perhaps, be an increase of 600 tons per year. 

Question. What is the product annually of each finery fire ? 
Answer. The estimate is generally 100 tons. Some make it, many do not. 
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Question. What is the expense of making a ton of bar iron from the pigs ? 

Answer. I have made an estimate including all the expenses, except the household expenses of the 
proprietor; it amounts to $75, and in this is included the price or value of the pigs, worth $26 67 per ton 
All the bar iron made in our section of country is made from pigs. ‘ 

Question. Which is the most expensive process to make bar iron, from pigs or by bloomery ? 

Answer. I cannot speak with certainty from my own knowledge or experience, as there are no 
bloomeries in our section of country, but have always considered that the bloomery was most expensive 

Question. Do you think further protection necessary to sheet iron or boiler iron? j 

Answer. I know of no reason why a further protection should be afforded to boiler iron. As to sheet 
iron, I should say it affords a reasonable profit. But if additional protection should be afforded to par 
iron, then sheet iron may require it, by reason of the increase of the price of the article from which it jg 
now made. At present they do not require it. 

Question. Do you think nails require further protection ? 

Answer. I think not; but they may, on the contingencies referred to in the last answer. 

Question. Has there been any variation in the price of nails since 1820? 

Answer. The prices have varied but little for the last six or seven years. The average price is from 
seven to ten cents per pound, and they are generally sold for home consumption. We consider the price 
as reasonably low. 

Question. Where are the works of which you speak situated ? 

Answer. They are on the waters of the Susquehanna and Juniata. When the article goes westward 
it bears the name of Juniata iron. The quality is the same. 

Question. Are there any works going by steam ? 

Answer, None. They are all propelled by water. 

Question. What quantity of iron is manufactured into nails in your section of country ? 

Answer. I think about 100 tons are converted into nails. 

Question. Have the expenses of manufacturing iron increased since 1820 ? 

Answer. I think not. I take it that the expense is about the same. 

Question. Have you satisfied yourself whether a further protection is necessary on hammered bar iron? 

Answer. I think a small protection, such as would not interfere too much with the agriculturist or 
farmer, is necessary. 

Question. What do you think that protection should be ? 

Answer. If there was an addition of $5 per ton, it would enable the manufacturer to meet the fluctua- 
tions in the prices, without, I think, pressing too heavily on the agriculturist. 

Question. As a friend to the permanent interests of our manufactures, do you deem it advisable that 


the manufacturers should be reasonable in the protection they ask ? 
Answer. I am friendly to manufactures, but am of opinion the protection should be reasonable; not 


sudden or extravagant. 
Question. When you say that you think it would be well to lay an additional duty of $5 per ton on 
bar iron, are you to be understood as expressing the opinion that that additional duty is necessary to 


enable them to carry it on with a reasonable or fair profit ? 
Answer. I do not think that such additional duty would be giving him an unreasonable profit, 


considering the capital employed. 

Question. Can the manufacturer carry it on at the present rate of duty with a fair or reasonable profit ? 

Answer. The only profit which the manufacturer receives on what he now manufactures and brings to 
Baltimore and Philadelphia arises from his exchanging the iron for goods, and retailing them to his work- 
men and others. 

Question. What profit does he make on that which he sends to Pittsburg ? 

Answer. What he sells at $100 per ton he makes nothing on. His profit on what he sells above that 
price is in proportion as it exceeds $100 per ton, because it costs him that sum to get it there. This profit 
arises from sales of merchandise and provisions made to his hands at an advance, and which he supposes 
to be equal to the expenses of his family; these expenses are not, however, considered in the estimate I 


have made on the cost of making a ton of iron. 
Question. Can you undertake to say to what extent the foreign article interferes with that of the home 


manufacture at Pittsburg ? 

Answer. I cannot. I have no knowledge whether any of the foreign article is brought to the 
Pittsburg market. 

Question. How many tons of ore are required to make a ton of pigs ? 

Answer. That depends very much upon the quality of the ore; or, perhaps, more upon the manner 
in which it is cleaned. I am of opinion the average is from two and a half to three tons. 

Question. How many bushels of coal are consumed in making a ton of pigs ? 

Answer. There is much difficulty in answering this question, by reason of the uncertainty in the 
working of a furnace. But the average, I think, may be stated at 220 bushels. 

Question. How many bushels of coal are consumed in making a ton of bar iron from pigs ? 

Answer. One hundred and seventy-five bushels is the computed average for making and drawing a 
ton of bar iron from pigs. The quantity will sometimes vary by reason of the quality of the coal. 

Question. What is the price of furnace coal and forge coal at these factories ? 

Answer. Forge coal is worth six cents per bushel, when delivered at the forge. 
worth five cents. 

Question. What is the cost of a ton of ore at the works ? 

Answer. The price varies very materially, depending upon the facilities of raising it at different 
banks and the distance from the furnace. I think the average about $5 per ton. 

Question. What quantity of pig iron will make a ton of bar iron? 

Answer. One and a half ton. 

On motion of Mr. Moore, 

Ordered, That a subpeena be issued for William W. Young, Wilmington, Delaware, to be examined 
on the subject of woolen goods. 

Adjourned until Monday morning, 10 o’clock. 


The furnace coal is 
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Monpay, January 14, 1828. 


Hon. Mr. Mitchell again admitted, and further examined: 

Question.) Is the present low price of nailsowing to importations, or is it owing to domestic 
competition ? ; 

Answer. I am not aware that those imported reach that section of the country, and conclude that the 
low prices are occasioned by domestic competition. 

Question. Are wood screws manufactured in your section of country, and to what extent ? 

Answer. There is one manufactory of wood screws in Centre county. At present they make a 
quantity merely to keep the hands together, and it is a losing concern. The machinery in that establish- 
ment is competent {to furnish 150 gross in every twenty-four hours. This establishment completes the 
screw, taking the iron in the pig. 

Question. Do you know the price ? 

Answer. I do not. They are sent to the seaport towns and sold at about the same the foreign article 
commands. I have no doubt they are there retailed, and again sent back to the same quarter of the 


country. 


TuEspay, January 22. 


Joseph Jackson, of Rockaway, Morris county, New Jersey, admitted and sworn: 

Question. Are you now, or have you heretofore been, engaged in the manufacture of iron ? if yea, 
how long, and of what kind ? 

Answer. I am now engaged in the manufacture of bloomery iron, and have been engaged in it nearly 
all my life, and, since the year 1808, have been carrying on the business on my own account. 

Question. What is the worth of bar iron from bloomery at your factory ? 

Answer. It has been, on the average, at our place, worth $75 per ton for the last year. In 1826 it 
was worth, on the average, about $80 per ton. In 1825 it was again worth about $75 per ton. Our ton 
is 2,240 pounds. 

Question. Do you manufacture your bar iron into any other articles? and if you do, what are they ? 

Answer. I have a rolling-mill in which we roll the iron into rods from 3 inch to 3 inches in diameter. 
The various squares from 3 to 1 inch spike and nail rods, slit band iron, scroll irons, &c., &c. Scroll iron 
is a small kind of hoop iron of from ? to 1} inch wide, and from No. 1 to 14 wire gauge in thickness. 

Question. Are there other iron works in your section of country? If there are, what articles do they 
manufacture, or into what do they convert their bar iron ? 

Answer. There is one very large establishment in my neighborhood doing the same kind of business 
with my works, and which is said to roll one thousand tons of iron annually, but I cannot say whether it 
does so much. Connected with this establishment is a factory of hoop iron for small hoops, and a furnace 
for smelting and drawing bars of iron from scrap iron. I know of no other rolling-mill in my county 
except my own. Connected also with this large rolling-mill there is a manufactory of chain cables, which 
they make from their own iron, and roll at their own works. This company has but one forge and two 
fires for their rolling-mills. Within a circle of thirty miles diameter, and embracing my works, there are 
81 forge fires now in use. Each forge has usually two fires and one hammer. In the same circumference 
there are about thirty forge fires now abandoned and out of use; all of which went out prior to the year 
1818. These works were not abandoned from bad location, nor from their want of ore, coal, or water- 
power, but from the very low price of iron, which at that time ranged in New York as low as from $60 to 
$65 per ton. 

Question. Do you transport your iron by land or water; and what is the cost of carrying it to market ? 

Answer, Our nearest water transportation, in carrying our iron to the New York market, is 22 miles 
from my works. The distance then by water to New York is about 21 miles, and the average cost of 
land and water transportation of a ton of iron from my works to New York is $3 75. 

Question. What quantity of iron will a forge fire make per year? 

Answer. The average through the county has been called twenty-five tons made by each forge fire; 
but some fires have made as much as thirty-five tons in one year. 

Question. How many tons of ore is necessary to make a ton of iron; and what is the cost of that ore 
per ton? 

Answer. The average quantity is three tons of ore to one ton of bar iron; the ore is worth, on the 
average, $4 per ton at my forge. 

Question. What quantity of coal does it require to make a ton of iron; and what is that coal worth at 
the forge ? 

Answer. The average is about 800 bushels of coal to make one ton of bar iron from the ore, and coal 
is worth five cents per’ bushel, delivered at the forge. Our coal is made,of nearly all descriptions of 
timbe inthe country, such as oak, chestnut, &c. 

Question. Have you bought iron in the neighborhood; and if you have, at what price? 

Answer. I have bought at my rolling-mill, for the last three years, an average of about two hundred 
tons of bar iron annually, and have paid from $75 to $80 per ton. This iron, together with what I make 
in my own forges, I roll in my mills, and sell in the New York market. 

Question. What are the prices of bar and rolled iron in New York? 

Answer. When iron is worth $75 at my works it will average about $80 in the New York market. 
Rolled iron, from 3 to ? inch diameter, would be worth about $110 per ton; ? inch and upwards would 
command about $100 per ton; scrolls and small squares, $110 per ton; band and nail rods, $100 per ton. 

Question. What do you pay the bloomer for his labor in making a ton of iron? 

Answer. We pay the bloomers for making a ton of bar iron $16 50, and they find themselves. The 
coal costs $42 50, and three tons of ore cost $12. 

Question. Has the business of making iron increased or diminished within the last two or three 
years in your section of country, and to what extent? 

Answer. It has increased, and some new works have been erected, though very few of the old which 
had gone down have been revived; partly because they have fallen into the hands of men who do not yet 
offer them for sale. 
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Question. Are there any furnaces in your section of country; and if any, how many? 

Answer. There are within the district of country before spoken of two furnaces now in operation 
and there are six in ruins, and not now in use. I cannot state the causes which stopped five of these 
furnaces, but the sixth, called the “Hibernia Furnace,” stopped about 1818, and I think from the same 
causes which destroyed the forges before spoken of. The two furnaces now in use are employed in various 
castings, but I think make no pig. They have cast some ballast. 

Question. What is the capacity of the country to produce iron? 

Answer. We consider the ore in that country inexhaustible, and that not more than one-half of the 
water-power is now advantageously employed. The ore is of the first quality, easily accessible, and 
generally within from twenty chains to ten miles of all the forges. The streams have fine falls, and are 
but little impeded by frost or drought. The quantity of wood for coal is now abundant, and a large share 
of the country is so broken and rocky that much of the land, when the wood is taken off, will be left to 
grow another crop of timber. 

Question. Have the expenses of manufacturing iron increased within three or four years last past? 

Answer. No, I cannot say they have; there has been very little alteration. 

Question. Is hoop iron sufficiently protected ? 

Answer. At the present rates of duty hoop iron is sufficiently protected. 

Question. Is sheet iron sufficiently protected ? 

Answer. It is. 

(Juestion. Do nail and spike rods require further protection ? 

Answer. It is requisite to amend the law, by inserting the word “rolled” in describing nail and spike 
rods in the law, and the protection should be extended to rods of ? inch diameter, inasmuch as a descrip- 
tion of rolled rods are imported which the law does not reach. 

Question. Does your experience enable you to form an opinion as to the necessity of increasing the 
duties on hammered bar iron? 

Answer. I am fully persuaded that the duty of 1824 aided in helping us to meet the Russia and 
Swedes iron in the market, but it is not sufficient. A small addition would enable us to come into the 
market on equal terms, but we cannot now do it. I think the manufacture of bar iron must decline unless 
it is further protected. I think it may be wiser not to increase the duty higher than to one cent per pound 
at this time. 

Question. If the business of manufacturing bar iron is as bad as you represent it, and if others in 
your neighborhood have failed in it, how have you been able to sustain yourself; and why have you con- 
tinued the business ? 

Answer. I have been able to sustain myself because I carry on a farm, and the manufacturing 
establishments furnish a good market for my farming produce. I also keep a store, and pay for a share 
of the labor of my workmen out of the store and get a profit on my goods. I have also a grist-mill and a 
saw-mill, which have aided me in my buildings, &c.; but establishments unconnected with these or like 
advantages have failed. My rolling-mill also enables me to do more business, and upon which I get a 
little profit, and I have continued to hope for better times. I have also some Government contracts which 
have assisted me, not so much by an advance of price as by a sure market for a large quantity; which 
enabled me to proceed with certainty, and without being subjected to the fluctuations of the market for 
the manufacture. 

Question. Do you know that there are other establishments in the State of New Jersey for manufac- 
turing iron in bars, castings, and pigs? If so, where? 

Answer. There are other extensive iron establishments in what is called West Jersey, which have 
not been referred to in my former examination. I think the establishments for castings and cast iron are 
more extensive in that section of my State than in the section to which I have referred; but the present 
extent of the bar iron establishments in that section I cannot state. In 1824 their extent in that section 
of New Jersey, and in the section to which I have referred, differed very little. Since that time I have 
no means of determining the state of the bar iron establishments in West Jersey. 

Question. Are there in that section of New Jersey extensive beds of iron ore? If so, of what 
quality and extent? 

Answer. I have no personal knowledge as to this question; but my information is, that the quantities 
of ore in West Jersey are very abundant, and that the qualities are good for castings, but not so good 
for bar iron by bloomery process. 

Question. What is the average value or cost of a water privilege, lot, dam, and forge, with two fires, 
together with the necessary coal-houses and other out-buildings, in your section of country? 

Answer. By a list furnished by me in 1817 to the honorable Lewis Condict, and which has not 
materially varied since, there were then in Morris county fifty-one forges in operation. The capital 
employed was $470,000. There were manufactured during the year 1816, in bar iron, 1,240 tons, which 
was supposed could have been extended, with the works then in operation, to 1,847 tons. The average 
cost of each fire would be $9,215, which includes the lands then attached to the different establishments, 
used for the purposes of making coal only. The farm lands, meadows, &c., are not estimated in the 
above. 
A water privilege, lot, dam, and forge, with two fires, will vary very much, owing to its location and 
convenience for building, and distance from the iron mines and New York; my estimate would be $4,000. 
In 1816 the number of men was 1,855, employed as laborers in the manufacturing of bar iron in Morris 
county only. 

Question. What is the expense of rolling a ton of bar iron into iron of an inch square; and what 
weight will the ton of iron lose in being converted into such square iron ? 





Answer. It will cost to roll one ton......... PI a reer eteawseesxes Se 
The loss is, as near as I can estimate it, 3 per cent. on $80...........ccccceccccccccccesces 2 40 
17 27 








Two tons a day constitute the average work, which yields a profit on rolling of $2 73 per ton, 
equal to $5 46 per day, on an establishment worth $20,000. 

Question. Have you examined the estimates and calculations attached to a petition and memorial of 
the inhabitants of the counties of Morris, Bergen, and Sussex, in your State, dated 18th January, 1828? 
If yea, are those estimates and calculations substantially correct ? 
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Answer. I have examined these estimates, and find them in every material particular correct, and I 
refer to them as a part of this answer. 


A STATEMENT OF FACTS AND ESTIMATES SHOWING THE NATURE, EXTENT, AND RESULTS OF THE IRON-MAKING BUSINESS 
AS CONDUCTED IN THAT SECTION OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY REFERRED TO IN THE PRECEDING MEMORIAL. 


Ist. The nature of the business. 


The iron-making business in this section of country is principally conducted by persons who have 
severally commenced their operations by the purchase of a tract of land, embracing the necessary water- 
power for propelling the works, and affording a sufficient quantity of timber to supply them with coal for 
a number of years. In the improvement of such tracts, the first step is the erection of a dam, a forge, or 
jron mill, which usually contains two fires; two pair of bellows; one hammer, anvil, and the harness con- 
nected therewith; two water wheels to move the bellows and ore-stampers, and one for the hammer; a 
coal-house; a smith’s shop; and dwellings for the owner and workmen. 

The business then proceeds in the employment of the necessary workmen, such as wood-choppers, 
colliers, teamsters, and forgemen, and the preparation of teams for carting the coal, ore, and iron. It is 
the practice of the owners, in the prosecution of their business, to furnish to the workmen at the works 
such supplies of provisions and other necessaries as they may require. 


2d. The extent of the business and facilities for enlarging it. 


Ist. The amount of iron actually made per annum, so far as the same can be ascertained by the 
returns from the different forge owners, is 2,750 tons. 
2. The amount of capital invested embraces the following items, viz: Cost of erecting 

110 forge fires now in operation, at an average expense, including machinery, dams, 

ee a i a Caen ew NN een Oee PARES EN EKO Oder ee cece $165,000 00 
Amount invested in wood land, allowing each fire to require 750 acres for its support in 

producing its proportion of the 2,750 tons made in all, equal to 82,500 acres, at an 


average price (the water privileges included) at $10 per acre...........0. 0s eens ° 825,000 00. 
The expense of teams, tools, &c., for each fire, is $500.......... cece eee ee cece cece eee 55,000 00 
Cost of houses for the accommodation of workmen, allowing to each fire five houses, at 

eit Gch a Sinsai dale dna ahd MADR ENN KH 4 dae nw RaRKe 110,000 00 
Amount of floating capital necessary to conduct the business, $500 for each fire........ 55,000 00 





1,210,000 00 








3. The number of workmen employed in the business, allowing each fire to require two forgemen, 
two colliers, two cartmen, one coal-stocker, five wood-choppers, and a carpenter and blacksmith, equal to 
one hand, are thirteen to each fire, numbering in all 1,430 workmen, who, with their families of four 
persons each, make the number of souls dependent upon the business 5,720. 

4, The facilities for extending the business are ample. There are now in operation, as appears by 
this statement, 110 forge fires, producing, on an average, about 25 tons each per annum. Were sufficient 
encouragement afforded, it is presumed that these fires would be made to produce 35 tons each per annum, 
instead of the present quantity, and that a number more of equal ability would soon be put in operation, 
all of which could be fully supported with charcoal and ore, the materials now used in the manufacture. 


3d. The results of the business and details of the manufacture. 


To make one ton of bar iron it requires— 





pare toms Of ore, At an average cost of $5 per tom... ........ccccccccccccccsccccaccceccece $15 00 
OT POPE POT TT CTT TTT TT EET eC EET eee e Te Tey 40 00 
The additional expenses are— 

ie te Dae 1 25 
ik iin shea dten bus a KbRONENAS KSA HA dEs Reds ane saw hEwOe 1 50 
Wages of wotksien for making, pet tom. ...... 2.0.6. cceccccccccssccesencs were ree TT 16 50 
Average expense of cartage and freight to New York, per ton..........seecececececeecccees 5 00 

19 25 








The average price of American bar iron in New York for most of the time during the last eleven 
years has not been greater than it now is, viz: $70 to $80 per ton. 

In the above estimate of cost in making one ton of iron, it is assumed that the coal and ore are 
purchased by the manufacturer at the current prices. If, however, the coal is made upon his own premises, - 
and the ore raised from his own mine, the following estimate will show the result: 


Cost of cutting 20 cords of wood for one ton of iron, at 3s. per Cord. ......... eee e eee e eee eens $7 50 
er en NN, OE ND cn i cw vn doo ree ewebenes ceed diessesevesecasescenes 15 00 
en ee I ie ins cab ook 6 54455 OES csv eadadeeensscessweseaecena 10 00 
Sr en UN OR BN i. ok kann er awed sec daddsesernssseeceeercdcnbaeinie 1 25 
I ME UN 6 coi an ssc vb eden wd deWN sei nndenseeeneeseeisusaeeeeber 4 50 
NT cs osc sien eeb bese SHA SENSED EHC ee Keene cceedadenaeaade 3 00 
og was 5d Sede ASAE KOKA ARENAS Se OeKWEKCReeedeeNenwes 16 50 
ois kd VASE ND LERS RKO S Kanes Oe be daenaeeeeEes 1 50 


PPC SOUS OO FOU TUNE, Ber CON ois isis ccscsadaseasiaccsseseacsecdceness vasedes 5 00 
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Should an allowance be made in the.last estimate for the vaiue of the standing wood used in makin 
the coal, and of the ore in the bed, the following sum should be added to the amount of this estimate, viz. 


Twenty cords of standing wood, at 48. per COrd .......... see eeeee cece eee ees errr ee ry $10 00 
Three tons of ore in the bed, at 126. per tom... ..ccccccsccccccessecccecces ce eh Si deste 4 50 
14 50 

Decent OF Sat CUNY WHEE 6. o.oo 560s coves owes ceesen see's (AP Aahe ee edw eS 64 25 


Cc—_—_—_, 


18 15 


_—_—_— 
ere 


It is perceived that the foregoing estimates include no account of interest of capital invested, decay 
of works, expense of management, taxes, &c.; nor is any provision made for risks or losses, although the 
business is greatly exposed to the hazards of both. Were these items estimated, there should be an 
addition of $10 to $15 per ton to each of the foregoing estimates. It will also be perceived that in this 
statement no estimate has been submitted of the amount of capital invested in mines, or the cost of 
opening them, from the impossibility of arriving at anything satisfactory respecting them. It can only 
be stated that there are 50 mines in this district already opened, 15 of which are at present worked, and 
that the quantity of good ore is presumed to be inexhaustible. 

This statement is, moreover, strictly confined to facts and estimates, in relation to manufacturing of 
bar iron, without any allusion to furnaces, of which there are several, or to rolling-mills, of which there 
are four in the district—three situated at Dover, and owned by Messrs. Blackwell & McFarlan, of the city 
of New York, which annually convert into rolled iron 1,000 tons of the manufactures of the district; and 
the other at Rockaway, owned by Colonel Joseph Jackson, is capable of rolling about 400 tons more. 

These estimates state that there are three rolling-mills situated at Dover. In reference to them, in 
my examination, I have considered these three mills only as one, as they all belong to the same owners 
and are connected with our establishment. 

Question. Will you give the committee the alterations which you think judicious in the present rates 
of duty upon the different descriptions of iron upon which, in your opinion, an alteration of duty is 
required ? 

Answer. The following, in my opinion, are the alterations which should be made in the present rates 
of duty: 

On iron, in bars or bolts, not manufactured, in whole or in part, by rolling, one cent per pound. 

On round iron or braziers’ rods of three-sixteenths to twelve-sixteenths of an inch diameter, inclusive, 
and on square iron, rolled or slit, of one-fourth to three-fourths of an inch diameter, inclusive; on iron in 
sheets, and hoop iron, and on iron rolled or slit for band iron, scroll iron, or casement rods, three cents 
per pound. 

On all other kinds of iron, in bars, flat, square, or round, manufactured, in whole or in part, by rolling, 


two cents per pound. 


Testimony in relation to steel. 
Tuurspay, January 10. 


By the Hon. Richard Keese: 
Question. Have you any knowledge of the manufacture of steel? 
Answer. The duty on steel should be increased, but I do not personally know anything about the 
manufacture of the article. I think it the policy of the Government to protect the article, although I 
think it would raise the price at first. 


Fripay, January 11. 


By the Hon. John Mitchell: 
Question. Would it be beneficial or injurious to the manufacturing interests of the country to increase 
the duty on steel? 
Answer. I should say that it would be injudicious to increase the duty until it is better ascertained 
whether the quality necessary for use can be made here, and I doubt whether the quality of iron be such 
as will make it so good as that imported; if it be, we have not yet acquired proficiency in making it. 


Turspay, January 22. 


By Mr. Joseph Jackson: 
Question. Have you any knowledge of the manufacture of steel? 
Answer. No; I have no practical knowledge upon the subject. 
Question. Would it be good policy to increase the duty on steel? 
Answer. My opinion is that the duty on steel is at present sufficient. I speak with reference to my 
section of country, and I do not think it would benefit that section to increase the duty. I cannot judge 
of the policy of doing it. 


Testimony in relation to wool. 
TuEspay, January 15, 1828. 


Present: The honorables Rollin C. Mallary, chairman; James S. Stevenson, Lewis Condict, Thomas P. 
Moore, Silas Wright, jr., William Stanberry, and William D. Martin. 
Hon. Nathaniel Garrow admitted and sworn: 
Question. Is the growing of wool a considerable business with the farmers in your section of the 
country ? 
Answer. It is. 
Question. Where is the surplus of their wool marketed? 
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Answer. It is sold partly at Oriskany factory, and some is sent to Rhode Island; but there is no 
ood market for it. Many farmers now have on hand the fleeces of the last year. 

Question. Is the number of sheep increasing or diminishing in your section of the country? 

Answer. I should think the stock is rather on the decline. 


Wepnespay, January 16, 1828. 


Simon N. Dexter admitted and sworn: 

Question. What has been the average number of pounds of wool manufactured annually in the 
factory referred to for the last three years? 

Answer. About sixty thousand pounds annually for the last three years. I know this from my 
knowledge of the purchases, all of which have been manufactured, except a deduction for some sent to 
the Clinton factory. 

Question. What proportion of this wool was imported, aad what of domestic growth; and is it usually 

urchased in the fleece ? 

Answer. We have worked no foreign wool in that time, except one lot of Saxony, which was probably 
from three to six thousand pounds. Our purchases have been made exclusively from the farmers and in 
the fleece. The Saxony wool cost more than a dollar per pound. 

Question. What has been the quality of the wool mostly purchased for the use of your factory, and 
what have been the average prices per pound paid at the factory for the last three years? 

Answer. The wool has been generally from three-quarters to full-blooded merino; some little of the 
half-blood may have been purchased three years ago; it was, however, but little. In 1825 the wool 
averaged sixty-five cents, but it was not so good as some bought since, for wool has been constantly 
improving. In 1826 the average may be set down at fifty cents per pound. During 1827 I would say 
the average has been thirty-five cents for a better quality than that which cost sixty-five cents in 1825. 

Question. Into how many parcels or qualities is each fleece of wool assorted at the factory for the 
purpose of manufacture, and what will be the difference in value between the best and poorest quality 
from the same fleece ? 

Answer. I am not an operator in wool and cannot speak positively, but I think there are six distinct 
qualities or classes into which the wool is assorted after it is purchased. To suppose a lot of one hundred 
pounds of prime wool, at thirty-five cents, there is probably five pounds of the best quality, called pick- 
lock, and this is worth $1 40 per pound. The second quality is called superfine, and of this there will be 
something like twelve pounds, and this I presume to be worth sixty-five cents per pound. Of the third 
quality, called fine wool, there will probably be forty pounds, and this is worth about forty cents per 
pound. The fourth class or quality is, I think, called downright; of this there will be about forty pounds, 
and worth about twenty cents per pound. The small remainder is very inferior, worth from six to eight 
cents per pound, and is exclusively used for listing, &. I now speak in reference to the prices and 
value in 1827. 

Question. Are you in possession of the fact that there are large quantities of wool annually imported ? 

Answer. I am aware that there are large quantities of wool imported. 

Question. Does not the importation of foreign wool give an advantage to the woolen manufacturers 
situated near the seaports over those situated more in the interior, like yours, by enabling them to procure 
foreign wool at lower rates than you can? 

Answer. I think those situated on the seacoast have advantages in that particular, but they are not 
very important. 

Question. If wool can be imported so low as materially to diminish the wool-growing business in 
your region of country, will not this operate injuriously to the interest of your factory ? 

Answer. It is certainly to the interest of the factories generally in the interior to encourage the 
growing of domestic wool. 

Question. Do you find any difficulty in procuring as much domestic wool as is wanted at your factory, 
or have you a surplus? 

Answer. There is a surplus of domestic growth. 

Question. What is the average price of the common domestic wool of your section of country? 

Answer. Very little is raised which is not crossed, in a degree; but the lowest prices of that brought 
to the factory for the last year has been from eighteen to twenty cents per pound. There is some grown 
among the farmers even coarser than this, but I do not know that its price would vary materially from 
this. This wool forms only a small share of the wool raised in the country, and most of it is raised in the 
back settlements, and for domestic use. About one-eighth of the wool purchased at the Oriskany factory 
is of this quality. 


Tuurspay, January 17. 


Simon N. Dexter, in continuation: 
Question. Of the wool imported is the largest quantity of the coarse or fine qualities ? 
Answer. Of the coarser qualities, I believe. 


Frivay, January 18, 1828. 


Hon. Aaron Tufts admitted and sworn: 

Question. What has been the average number of pounds of wool manufactured annually in the 
factory referred to for the last three years? ; 

Answer. The quantity has been about 40,000 pounds annually since we commenced operations. I 
find that we purchased from Ist June, 1826, to Ist July, 1827, 45,532 pounds of wool. ; 

Question. What proportion of this wool has been imported, and what proportion of domestic growth, 
and is it usually purchased in the fleece ? 

Answer. Of the last purchase there were of domestic wool 34,988 pounds, of foreign wool there were 
10,594 pounds. The domestic wool is all purchased in the fleece. The foreign wool is partially assorted, 
but not sufficiently so to work up. 

Question. What has been the quality of wool mostly purchased for the use of your factory, and what 
has been the average prices per pound paid at the factory for the last three years ? 
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Answer. Between June, 1826, and July, 1827, the average price of American wool purchased by us 
was thirty-seven and three-quarters cents. It was the intention to purchase none inferior to three-quarters 
merino, though it is likely all was not so good as that. We intended to purchase from three-quarters to 
full-blood, or the best quality. During the same period the average cost of foreign wool was thirty-eight 
and a half cents. I do not think the foreign purchase so fair as the domestic growth, but there was lesg 
waste in cleansing it. Se 

Question. Into how many parcels or qualities is each fleece of wool usually assorted at the factory for 
the purpose of manufacture, and what will be the difference in value between the best and the poorest 
quality from the same fleece ? 

Answer. Some fleeces make more parcels than others. We never make more than nine parcels at our 
factory. Some fleeces make not more than two. The finest parcel, which is called picklock, is worth a 
dollar and twenty cents per pound; of this there is but little. The ninth or lowest quality would not be 
worth more than ten cents. I am not sufficiently acquainted with the character or quantity of the inter. 
mediate qualities to fix their respective prices, for I am not a practical operator. 


Saturpay, January 19. 


Hon. Aaron Tufts, in continuation: 

Question. Is the growing of wool a considerable business with the farmers in the neighborhood of 
your factory; and is there a surplus of domestic wool in your neighborhood over and above what is 
demanded by the manufacturers in the same section of country ? a 

Answer. The growing of wool is a considerable business with the farmers of my neighborhood, but 
they do not furnish a twentieth part of what is demanded by the manufactories in the vicinity. The 
factories in that section of country are generally supplied with wool from Connecticut, the western part 
of Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Vermont, New York, and a small quantity from Pennsylvania. I have 
seen large quantities of wool from Ohio in the Boston market, but I never bought any of it. 

Question. Are you a wool-grower; and if you are, what number of sheep do you own, and what 
number of pounds do your flocks yield ? 

Answer. I am a wool-grower, and own about 509 sheep. My flock consists of fine-wooled sheep, but 
do not yield quite 24 pounds wool per head, on the back, well washed. 

Question. Has wool depreciated materially in price within the last three years; if so, to what is the 
depreciation to be attributed ? 

Answer. It has depreciated very considerably. I attribute the depreciation to the low price of woolen 
goods. 

Question. Are you apprised of the fact that large quantities of wool are annually imported; and does 
not this tend to depreciate the price of the domestic wool ? 

Answer. Iam. I do not think this tends, in the least, to depreciate the price of domestic wool. The 
reason I assign for this opinion is, that the manufacturer now pays so high a price for wool as to render 
his business unprofitable and bad, and, of consequence, if none was imported, we could pay no higher 
price. 

Question. What are the usual qualities of wool imported ? 

Answer. Various qualities are imported. Some has been sold in Boston as low as 6 cents per pound, 
and from that to the finest Saxony wool, which has sold as high as $1 60. Considerable quantities of the 
intermediate grades are also imported. The largest quantity imported sells from 10 to 16 cents per pound 
in Boston. 

Question. Is the number of sheep increasing or diminishing in your section of country ? 

Answer. They increased very rapidly until the year 1826; since which time many of the farmers 
have disposed of their flocks, and others seem disposed to do so, in consequence of the low price of wool. 
On the whole, I think the stock is diminishing. 

Question. Is there as much wool grown in Massachusetts as is consumed in the woolen manufactories 
of that State; if not, what proportion of the whole quantity do you think is imported, and what proportion 
is grown in the State ? 

Answer, All the wool grown in Massachusetts furnishes but a small proportion ef what is manufac- 
tured in that State. I think fully one-fourth of what is there manufactured is imported. The State may 
furnish one-twelfth, but this is mere conjecture. As I have already stated, the principal supply is from 
the neighboring States. 

Question. Is it, in your opinion, important to the farming interest of your State to discourage the 
importation of foreign wool ? 

Answer. It is, in my opinion, of no consequence, unless you can enable the manufacturer to furnish 
the farmer a market. 

Question. What quantity of the domestic wool, stated by you to have been purchased in 1827 by the 
factory in which you are concerned, was supplied from sheep owned by you? 

Answer. My own shearing of 1827 formed no part of what was furnished to the factory in which I 
am concerned. I have it still in hand. I supplied the factory in 1826 with 800 or 1,000 pounds. 

Question. Where manufacturers of woolens are wool-growers also, but grow less wool than they 
manufacture, are they not interested in keeping down the price of wool, as they are buyers, not sellers 
of wool ? 

Answer. To a sole proprietor of a manufactory it would be; but to a joint proprietor it would depend 
upon the preponderance of interest in the one branch of business or in the other. 

Question. What proportion in cash does raw wool bear to the present price of the fabric, estimating 
that cost at 35 cents per pound ? 

Answer. My opinion is, about one-half. 

Question. What is the present difference between the price of wool in Europe and the United States, 
of the same quality ? 

Answer. I am not an importer, and therefore derive my information from those who are, and I have 
often understood from them that the prices are from 60 to 70 per cent. higher in this country than in 
Europe, of wool costing over 10 cents per pound in Europe. This would not apply to the wool under 10 
cents. 

Question. What is the price, in the American market, of the common domestic wool, in the fleece ? 
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Answer. The common domestic, native wool, in the fleece, is worth, in our markets, or delivered at 
our factories, from 20 to 25 cents per pound. We do not purchase that kind of wool. 
Question. From your knowledge of the different qualities of wool used by the American manufacturers, 
will foreign wool, costing abroad 8 cents and under, come in competition with domestic wool ? 
Answer. I should think not. [The witness presented to the committee several samples of wool, with 
the following explanation: 
Barbary wool, present price in Boston, 6 cents per pound. 


1, Smyrna wool.......... Ot axe as . ere do. 
2. Smyrna wool.......... ne EEE . eee do. 
Russia wool ............ a eee do. 
Adrianople wool ......... Rs wa vias rer do. 


The Russian sample and No. 1 parcel of the Smyrna he thinks have been washed, the others not.] 

— Of what kind of wool are the fabrics made commonly called negro cloths, and where is 
it produced ? 

‘ Answer. They are usually made of the Smyrna, Buenos Ayres, and Adrianople wool, I think, though 
I have never made any of these cloths. 

Question. Did the deputation of which you were a member advocate an increase of duty on imported 
wool, or did they discourage such increase ? 

Answer. I believe that a majority of the deputation, and I do not know but that all of them were in 
favor of an increased duty, provided such an increase of duty could be imposed upon the manufacturers 
of wool as to afford a market for the wool; and also provided the duty on wool should not take place 
immediately. This was my wish, and I think it was that of Mr. Bates, and upon these conditions we did 
advocate an increased duty on imported wool. 

Question. Have you not understood that at the time Great Britain repealed her duty on imported 
wool she also repealed her duty on the exportation of wool; and are not our manufacturers now able to 
obtain wool from Great Britain cheaper than they could whilst her import and export duties stood as they 
did prior to the repeal in 1824, independent of the change in our duty? 

Answer. Tam aware that England, when she repealed her duty on imported wool, also repealed, in 
whole or in part, the duty on wool exported. I think the repeal of the British duty on exported wool 
cannot affect the price of wool imported here, because we can obtain it from other European countries, 
and because the United States have increased their duties on imported wool. Other things being equal, 
we could have imported wool cheaper from England after the export duty was repealed. I believe that 
not a pound of wool of British growth is ever brought into the United States. I never saw any. Great 
Britain sends here wool of Saxony, Spain, and other countries. 

Question. Why is German and Spanish wool imported from England, in preference to importing it 
from the countries where produced ? 

Answer. It is likely that the repeal of their duty caused larger shipments to England than were 
necessary for their consumption, and it was, of consequence, exported to this country. 


Monpay, January 21, 1828. 


James Shepherd admitted and sworn: 

Question. What has been the average of pounds of wool manufactured annually in the factory 
referred to for the last three years ? 

Answer. I cannot state as to any time previous to January 1, 1826. From January 1, 1826, to July 
1, 1827, the quantity manufactured was 102,159 pounds of wool of all descriptions. 

Question. What proportion of this wool has been imported, and what proportion of domestic growth; 
and is it usually purchased in the fleece ? 

Answer. Our purchases for the period of time mentioned in the last answer were as follows: 








Of American wool........... 13,500 at 65 cents. Saxony wool.............. 8,104 at 114 cents. 

Of American wool........... 53,714 at 53 cents. Saxony wool.............. 11,386 at 95 cents. 

Of American wool........... 3,205 at 45 cents. Spanish wool.............. 12,250 at 85 cents. 
Making a total of........ 70,419 pounds. Total of foreign wool... 31,740 pounds. 














The prices as above stated are the average prices of the purchases, both as to quantity and price, 
and in the order of time during the several half years embraced within the period of eighteen months, 
except the Spanish wool which was purchased at one time and cost the price set down. My purchases of 
American wool have always been in the fleece. 

Question. What has been the quality of the wool mostly purchased ‘for the use of your factory, and 
what have been the average prices per pound paid at the factory for the last three years? 

Answer. It has always been my object to purchase the finest wool, foreign and domestic, which the 
market would afford. I have purchased very little native wool of the low or inferior quality. The 
quality and average prices have been stated in my answer to the last interrogatory. 

Question. Into how many parcels or qualities is the wool usually assorted at the factory for the 
purpose of manufacture, and what will be the difference in value between the best and poorest qualities ? 

Answer. I have divided the American wool into the following parcels, viz: picklock, prime, and 
Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6; then livery, listing, head, neck, fribs, and skirting. Some foreign wool we 
purchase assorted and some in the fleece, Saxony particularly. Of this, such as is bought in the fleece is 
assorted into four parcels, denominated 1, 2, 3, 4 qualities. Spanish wool is purchased assorted into 
qualities, marked R, F, T, and S. Since the Ist of July last I have been in the habit of buying American 
wool, assorting, and selling it assorted, picklocks, at $1 per pound; prime, at 90 cents; No. 1, at 80 cents; 
No. 2, at 70 cents; No. 3, at 55 cents; No. 4, at 40 cents; No. 5, at 35 cents; No. 6, at 25 cents, and 
listing, at 20 cents. The profits upon this business have netted me about five per cent. for the last six 
months. The relative quantity of the several parcels, when assorted, depends on the quality of the wools. 

Question. Is the growing of wool a considerable business with the farmers in the neighborhood of 

your factory, and is there a surplus of domestic wool in your neighborhood over and above what is 
demanded by the manufacturers in the same section of country ? 
Answer. It is a very extensive business, but there is a large deficiency in the section of country in 
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which I reside in the quantity grown and what is wanted for manufacturing. That part of the countr 
is supplied partly by imported wool from other parts of Massachusetts, from others of the New England 


States, and from New York. ; 
Question. Are you a wool-grower ; and if you are, what number of sheep do you own, and what 


number of pounds of wool do your flocks yield ? — 
Answer. I am a wool-grower, and have now from 1,200 to 1,400 sheep, yielding about three pounds 


of wool each, on the average. _ . . . an : 
Question. Has wool depreciated materially in price within the last three years ; if so, to what is 


the depreciation to be attributed ? , . ; 

Answer. It has depreciated in price during that time. In 1825 I sold my wool to our factory at 75 
cents per pound. In 1826 I sold to the same at 62} cents per pound; and in 1827 I sold in the Boston 
market at 55 cents per pound. The wool was well washed and in good order, and shorn from a mixture 
of some Saxony, some full-blooded merino, and some crossed breed, constituting, on the whole, as good a flock 
as any other in the country. This depreciation in the price of wool has been occasioned, I believe, by a 
diminution in the price of cloths. 

Question. Are you apprised of the fact that large quantities of wool are annually imported ; and does 
not this tend to depreciate the price of the domestic wool ? 

Answer. I am aware that large quantities of foreign wool are imported. I considered the duty laid 
on foreign wool by the act of 1824 as striking at the foundation of the manufacturing system. I am 
of opinion that, if the duty laid on foreign wool had not been more than one-fourth what it was, wool- 
growers and manufacturers would have both done better. I am of opinion, aiso, that the imported 
wool has no effect on the price of domestic wool. I prefer the latter, whenever I can procure it, to any 
that is imported. 

Question. What are the usual qualities of wool imported ? 

Answer. Of late the importations have been more of the coarsest quality than of any other. The 
coarse wools are for carpet work, negro cloths, &c. Fine wools are also imported from Germany and 
Spain. Middlings are from Portugal, the Netherlands, Russia, and South America. I bought at the 
auction sales this fall a quantity of coarse Russia wool at 13 cents per pound, and would sell it at the 
same price. 

Question. Is the number of sheep increasing or diminishing in your section of country ? 

Answer, The number is diminishing fast. 

Question. Is there as much wool grown in Massachusetts as is consumed in the woolen manufacto- 
ries of that State? If not, what proportion of the whole quantity do you think is imported, and what 
proportion is grown in the State ? 

Answer, There is not, nor can I form an idea what proportion is brought from other places, compared 
with what is grown there. I doubt whether Massachusetts furnishes more than one-third of the domestic 
wool which she manufactures. 

Question Is it, in your opinion, important to the farming interests of your State to discourage the 
importations of foreign wool ? 

Answer. I do not think it is. 

Question. What quantity of the domestic wool, stated by you to have been purchased in 1827 by the 
factory in which you are concerned, was supplied from sheep owned by you? 

Answer. I furnished none in 1827. I supplied the factory with my whole crop in 1826, which was 
about 3,200 pounds. 

Question. Where manufacturers of woolens are wool-growers also, but grow less wool than they 
manufacture, are they not interested in keeping down the price of wool, as they are buyers not sellers 
of wool ? 

Answer. No; I consider not. 

Question. What proportion in cash does raw wool bear to the present price of the fabric, estimating 
that fabric at $1 per yard? 

Ansuer. Wool costing from 20 to 75 cents is half the price of the fabric. When it costs more than 
75 cents, the price of labor does not increase, and the value of the fabric is increased in proportion to the 
price of the wool. 

Question. What do you understand to be the present difference between the price of wool in 
England and the United States of the same quality ? 

Answer. If wool be sold here, it commands 50 per cent. in addition to its price in England, and this 
is the lowest price at which it can be sold to cover all expenses. Some sales have been made here at a 
higher price. I cannot say what is the comparative price of American wool to an American manufac- 
turer, compared with the price which an English manufacturer would have to pay for it there, because the 
wool manufactured by them severally is never the same. 

Question. Do you know the relative prices at which wool can be furnished from the port of Cadiz, in 
Spain, to the manufacturer in Manchester, in England, compared with the prices at which it can be 
furnished to the manufacturer of Boston, in Massachusetts ? 

Answer. I do not know. 

Question. What is the price in the American market of the common domestic wool of native growth? 

Answer. The price is about 25 cents per pound. 

Question. From your knowledge of the different qualities of wool used by the American manu- 
facturers, will foreign wool, costing abroad eight cents and under, come into competition with domestic 
wool ? 

Answer. No; it cannot. 

‘ — Of what kind of wool are the fabrics made commonly called negro cloths; and where is it 
produced ? 

Answer. A great proportion of that kind of cloth is made of wool from the Netherlands; some from 
South American wool, but this is not found as good. 

Question. What was the average annual expense of keeping your sheep during the years 1825, 1826, 
and 1827? 

Answer. One dollar and fifty cents per head. This would be the fair average for the last three years. 

Question. Having stated that the average price paid by you for American wool was forty-five cents, 
what was the highest and what the lowest prices you gave in 1827 for domestic wool ? 
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Answer. The highest price was fifty-five cents and the lowest thirty cents. This was all clean washed 
wool. We bought none of the native wool. 

Question. Do you believe that laying a considerable duty on imported wool would be injurious to 
the interests of the woolen manufactures of your section of countsy; would it tend to force the woolen 
manufactures into those sections of the United States where wool can be grown to more advantage than 
in Massachusetts ? 

Answer. I do believe a considerable duty on imported wool would be injurious to the manufacturers 
of woolens in my section of country; but 1 do not think it would tend to force the American manufac- 
turing establishments from us to other sections of the country. 


Turspay, January 28, 1828. 


William Phillips admitted and sworn: 

Question. What has been the average number of pounds of wool manufactured annually, in the 
factory referred to, for the last three years ? 

Answer. I cannot state the precise amount during that period. Previous to 1827 we usually manu- 
factured from 8,000 to 12,000 pounds. The operations of the present year, commencing in July last, will 
consume about 25,000 pounds. 

Question. What proportion of this wool has been imported and what proportion of domestic growth; 
and is it usually purchased in the fleece ? 

Answer. We have worked no imported wool within the last three years. Our consumption has been 
exclusively of domestic growth, purchased in the fleece most usually. 

Question. What has been the quality of the wool mostly purchased for the use of your factory; and 
what have been the average prices, per pound, paid at the factory for the last three years ? 

Answer. We have worked full-blooded merino, and from that down to half-blood. A small quantity of 
native wool only has been used. In 1825 the average price was fifty-three cents, or nearly that. In 1826 
it cost about thirty-eight cents. In 1827 we procured it for thirty-seven cents. These prices were paid 
for wool washed on the sheep and delivered at the factory. 

Question. Into how many parcels or qualities is the wool usually assorted at the factory for the pur- 
pose of manufacture; and what will be the difference in value between the best and poorest qualities? 

Answer. We generally divide it into five parcels. I will not undertake to fix the prices or value of 
the several parcels when assorted. 

Question. Is the growing of wool a considerable business with the farmers in the neighborhood of 
your factory; and is there a surplus of domestic wool in your neighborhood over and above what is 
demanded by the manufacturers in the same section of country ? 

Answer. It is an extensive business in Orange county. 

Question. Are you a wool-grower; and if you are, what number of sheep do you own; and what 
number of pounds do your flocks yield ? 

Answer. I am a wool-grower, and have between six and seven hundred sheep. It is generally esti- 
mated that they will yield three pounds each; but I think two and three-quarters pounds is a more correct 
one. My brother, who has some connexion with me in business, has from a thousand to twelve hundred 
head of sheep. They yield in wool, I presume, about the same proportion, and the wool of both flocks is 
worked up in our factories. 

Question. Has wool depreciated materially in price within the last three years; and if so, to what is 
the depreciation to be attributed ? 

Answer. It has depreciated, and I attribute it to the low price of cloths. 

Question. Are you apprised of the fact that large quantities of wool are annually imported; and does 
not this tend to depreciate the price of the domestic wool ? 

Answer. I am aware that large quantities of wool are imported, and it must have a decided effect on 
the price of the wool grown in this country. But until cloths sell better we could give no more for 
domestic wool than we now give; yet the manufacturers generally would consume a much greater quan- 
tity of domestic wool if there was a sufficient supply, and if there were no importations of foreign wool. 

Question. Is the number of sheep increasing or diminishing in your section of country ? 

Answer. I am of opinion that they are decreasing. Those who have small flocks will not keep them. 

Question. Is it, in your opinion, important to the farming interest of your State to discourage the im- 
portations of foreign wool ? 

Answer. I think it important to the farming interests of New York to discourage the importations of 
foreign wool. 

Question. Where manufacturers of woolens are wool-growers also, but grow less wool than they 
manufacture, are they not interested in keeping down the price of wool, as they are buyers not sellers of 
wool ? 

Answer. I think not; for the manufacturer is interested in keeping wool at a fair price, or he cannot 
procure it. 

Question. What proportion in cash does raw wool bear to the present price of the fabric ? 

Answer. It costs something less than the price of manufacturing it. 

Question. What is the price in the American market of the common domestic wool of native growth? 

Answer. I think the price is from 18 to 25 cents. It is used principaily in families. 

Question. Could you afford to pay the farmer a higher price for wool should the foreign fabric be 
admitted into our markets, as it has been for two years past? 

Answer. I could not. 

Question. What was the average annual expense of keeping your sheep during the years 1825, 1826, 
and 1827? 

Answer. It is worth $1 50 per head for the grown sheep, and 75 cents for the lambs. 

Question. Having stated that the average price paid by you for American wool was 37 cents, what 
was the highest and what the lowest prices you gave in 1827 for domestic wool? 

Answer. The highest was 41 cents; the lowest 28 cents. 
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Wepnespay, January 23. 


Abraham Marland admitted and sworn: 

Question. What has been the average number of pounds of wool manufactured annually in th 
factory referred to, for the last three years? . 

Answer. In 1825 I manufactured about 34,000 pounds of wool; in 1826 I manufactured about 34 000 
pounds of wool; and in 1827 I manufactured about 51,000 pounds of wool. , 

Question. What proportion of this wool has been imported, and what proportion of domestic erowth: 
and is it usually purchased in the fleece? ss ’ 

Answer. In 1825 one-half was imported; in 1826 a very small share, say one-fourth; and in 189% 
none was imported. About one-fourth of the domestic wool I use is purchased in the fleece, the residue 
is pulled wool assorted; but none of the pulled wool I use is suitable for making broadcloths or kersey- 
meres, and not so good for satinets as fleece wool; but the relative prices of it in the market are usually 
higher than fleece wool. 

Question. What has been the quality of the wool mostly purchased for the use of your factory; and 
what have been the average prices per pound paid at the factory for the last three years? 

Answer. My intention has been to purchase various qualities of wool; about one-half of the whole 
has been first quality lambs’ wool, and the price of this in 1825 was, on the average, about 52 to 55 cents 
per pound. In 1826 the same quality was about 40 cents; and in 1827 the same quality was about 35 
to 374 cents per pound. The next kind is what we call first quality spinning wool; then second quality 
lambs’ wool; and then fleece wool sheared. These last three qualities are used in about equal quantities, 
The price of the spinning wool was, in 1825, from 40 to 42 cents per pound; that of the second quality 
lambs’ wool was from 30 to 33 cents per pound, and the fleece wool was about 40 cents per pound. In 
1826 the first quality of spinning wool was about 35 to 374 cents per pound; second quality of lambs’ 
wool, 28 to 30 cents per pound; and the fleece wool about 37 cents. In 1827 the first quality of spinning 
wool was about 30 cents per pound; lambs’ wool 25 cents per pound; and fleece wool from 25 to 27 cents, 
native fleeces. ; 

Question. Can you state the species of wool of which worsted stuff goods are made? 

Answer. In England they use a long staple wool called “combing wool,” some of it 14 inches long, 
and mostly grown in Lincolnshire. The long part of this wool is almost exclusively used in the manufac- 
ture of worsted stuff goods. The short part of it is combed out and called “niles,” and, being mixed 
with other wool, is used for blankets and other coarse goods. I have always understood that the English 
are much averse to sending any of this breed of sheep to other countries, and strive to keep them exclu- 
sively at home. I have never heard of this breed of sheep being in this country; nor are worsted stuff 
goods manufactured in this country, to my knowledge. 

Question. Can you give correct information as to the species of wool most suitable for the manufac- 
ture of good blankets; and have we in the United States a suitable wool for making them? 

Answer. There is no wool more suitable for the making of blankets than the native wool of this 
country; but it has always borne too high a price to warrant the manufacture from it. During the late 
war I manufactured blankets for the United States Army, together with coarse kerseys, and other coarse 
fabrics, from the native wool of this country, because the blankets and other fabrics bore a good price, 
and would warrant the business. I do not think the manufacture of blankets is carried on to any extent 
in this country at present. The process of making blankets is very simple, easy, and cheap, the cost of 
the wool being a considerable share of the cost of the fabric. 

Question. If you could get native wool at ten cents a pound, could you afford to make and sell blankets 
equal in quality to the imported, at their present selling price? 

Answer. If I could get native wool now at ten cents per pound, I could make blankets at this time, 
and compete with the foreign article at the present selling prices, and make a fortune by it. But, at the 
present prices of the native wool, which I think may be stated at from 25 to 28 cents per pound, I cannot 
compete with foreign blankets. 

Question. Is the growing of wool a considerable business with the farmers in the neighborhood of 
your factory; and is there a surplus of domestic wool in your neighborhood over and above what is 
demanded by the manufacturers in the same section of country? 

Answer. It is not in the neighborhood where I live, and there is no surplus of wood beyond what is 
demanded by the manufacturer; on the contrary, there is a very large deficiency. 

Question. Are you a wool-grower ; and if you are, what number of sheep do you own, and what 
number of pounds do your flocks yield ? 

Answer. I am not a wool-grower. 

Question. Has wool depreciated materially in price within the last three years ; and if so, to what 
is the depeciation to be attributed ? 

Answer. It has depreciated in price; and the reason I would assign is, that the large importations of 
foreign woolen goods have reduced the prices of cloths, and disabled our manufacturers to pay higher 
prices for the article. We have always paid as high prices for our wool as we could afford. 

Question. Are you apprised of the fact that large quantities of wool are annually imported ; and 
does not this tend to depreciate the price of the domestic wool? 

Answer. I do not think that any imported wool comes into competition with the wool I use at this 
time. 1 formerly bought for the same use wool imported from Jutland, until the same kind of American 
wool fell in price. There is now Jutland wool of the same kind in the Boston market, which does not sell 
readily; but I think that the importation of this Jutland wool assisted to reduce the price of the American, 
and that this would again be purchased if American wool of this kind should rise in price. If it does 
not, I think this Jutland wool will remain on hand. I should also think that there are other kinds of wool 
imported which come into competition with some kinds of domestic wool. 

Question. What are the usual qualities of wool imported ? 

Answer. I am not much acquainted with the qualitics of imported wools at this time. 

Question. Is the number of sheep increasing or diminishing in your section of country ? 

Answer. I should think they are diminishing; and I would assign, as one reason of the fall in the 
price of pulled wool, that so many sheep and lambs are killed; and this is the wool pulled from the skin 
after the sheep are killed. ; 

Question. Is there as much wool grown in Massachusetts as is consumed in the woolen manufactories 
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of that State? If not, what proportion of the whole quantity do you think is imported; and what pro- 
ortion is grown in the State? | — 

Answer. There is not anything like it. I cannot tell the proportions of foreign and domestic wool 
worked in the State. The larger share of the woolI use is grown in the States of New York and 
Vermont, and a smaller share in Massachusetts and New Hampshire. 

Question. Is it, in your opinion, important to the farming interest of your State to discourage the 
importations of foreign wool ? 

Answer. I should think it was a matter of interest to the farmers of my State. But, at the same 
time, I should think it important to the country that a corresponding duty should be imposed upon im- 
ported woolen goods, 

Question. Where manufacturers of woolens are wool-growers also, but grow less wool than they 
manufacture, are they not interested in keeping down the prices of wool, as they are buyers and not 
sellers of wool? 

Answer. I should think they were. 

Question. What proportion in cash does raw wool bear to the present price of your fabric ? 

Answer. In the coarse goods I make, the cost of the wool is about one-half the cost of the fabric; 
in the finer fabrics, it is not quite so much. 

Question. What do you understand to be the difference between the price of wool in England and the 
United States of the same quality? 

Answer. I am unable to say. I understand it is much lower in England. 

Question. Could you afford to pay the farmer a higher price for wool, should the foreign fabric be 
admitted into our markets as it has been for two years past? 

Answer. We could not under the present duties. 

Question. What were the highest and lowest prices which you paid for wool in 1827? 

Answer. The highest price I paid last year was about 374 cents per pound, and the lowest price 20 
cents per pound. 

Question. Do you think that laying a considerable duty on imported wool would be injurious to the 
interest of the woolen manufacturers in your section of country? Would it tend to force the manufac- 
tories into those sections of the United States where wool can be grown to more advantage than in 
Massachusetts ? 

Answer. It would, unless there was a corresponding increased duty on imported cloths; if this should 
be the case, I think an increased duty on wool would not injure the manufacturer; and if at gll, it would 
injure him but a very short time, as there would very soon be a domestic supply. I think an increased 
duty on wool would not have a tendency to remove the manufacturers from Massachusetts, because the 
transportation of wool from the different parts of the country is so cheap. 


Fripay, January 25, 1828. 


William W. Young admitted and sworn: 

Question. What has been the average quantity of wool consumed for the last three years in your 
factory ? 

Answer, The greatest quantity of clean wool used by us in any one year has been about 30,000 
pounds, and this was previous to 1825. In 1825 I do not think we worked more than 15,000 pounds. In 
1826 and 1827 not more than 12,000 pounds in each year, but with the capacity to consume double that 
amount. At the close of the year 1825 we began to feel a depression in the business, and to curtail it, 
as we anticipated a further depression. We should have closed our business entirely, but we did not like 
to discharge our hands and turn them out of doors without employment. During the time subsequent to 
the close of the year 1825 we made it part of our business to put our mill gearing into complete repair. 
The machinery we did not repair. We then contemplated turning our mills to some more profitable use, 
in case the woolen business should not improve. 

Question. What proportion of this raw material was imported; and what proportion was of domestic 
production ? 

Answer. We have never kept an exact register of purchases, so as to distinguish between foreign and 
domestic wool, but I believe the wool worked at the factory during the whole time, since 1813, has been 
about half foreign and half domestic wool. 

Question. What were the relative qualities and prices of the raw material consumed in your factory ? 

Answer. It has always been our intention to purchase the finer qualities of wool, and we have adhered 
to that intention as far as practicable. In 1825 we paid for what is called full-blooded American merino 
in the fleece, entirely unwashed, or in the yolk, an average of 40 cents per pound; for coarse German wools, 
cleaned upon the sheep, in the fleece, from 16 to 20 cents per pound. These last were very coarse wool. 
The 40 cents for the merino in this state is equal to 80 cents per pound for the same wool cleaned. In the 
same year we purchased a lot of merino wool from one particular flock, which was considered better than the 
average lots, and for which we paid in the same state 50 cents per pound. The merino wool generally wastes 
about one-half in weight by cleaning. In 1826 we purchased a very small proportion of merino wool, 
and for that we paid an average price of about 33} cents per pound. In the same year we purchased some 
Saxony wool, for which we paid on the average, for the whole year, about $1 05, making the purchases 
at auction and at private sale. These wools would loose about 25 per cent. in cleaning. In the same 
year we purchased some Spanish R wool, and paid an average of about 664 cents, taking the whole year. 
These purchases were also made at auction and at private sale. These wools would loose about 12} per 
cent. in cleaning. In 1827 we purchased no unwashed merino wool of any extent, but we purchased a 
considerable proportion of merino wool, washed upon the sheep, for which we paid 35 cents per pound. The 
wool would lose in cleaning about 33 per cent. We purchased also Spanish R wool, for which we paid, 
on the average, 574 cents per pound. This would lose about 124 per cent. in cleaning. We also purchased 
Portugal R wool, for which we paid 31} cents per pound. This would lose in cleaning, according to our 
estimate, 40 per cent. We purchased also from Pennsylvania a lot of merino wool of two qualities— 
Ist and 4th, called clean and assorted, for which we paid, Ist quality, $1 25 per pound, and for 4th quality, 
37 cents per pound. 

Question. Are you a wool-grower ; and if so, what does it cost you per head, per annum, for keeping 
your sheep? 

Answer. We do grow wool, and keep one hundred and fifty head of merino sheep. We give the use 
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of one hundred acres of land to an individual for keeping, taking care of, and shearing our Sheep, but 
cannot say what the use of the land is worth. This person pays the taxes upon the land, and is bound 
to keep the flock equal to its present number; and is entitled, as compensation, to one-third of the increage 
To us the keeping of sheep is a losing business. ; 

Question. Is the growing of wool a considerable business with the farmers in your section of country? 

Answer. It is not a principal business with our farmers. ie 

Question. Is there, in your section of country, a surplus of domestic wool over and above what is 
required by the manufactories in the same district ? 

Answer. There is not a sufficiency grow for consumption. 

Question. What proportion of the wool manufactured in your district of country is foreign, and what 
proportion is wool of the growth of the United States? 

Answer. I think they are manufactured in the proportions of three pounds of American to one of foreign 

Question. From what States in the Union is the deficiency of domestic wool manufactured in your 
section of country obtained ? 

Answer. That which is not supplied from our own neighborhood is obtained mostly from Pennsylvania 
and Maryland; some is also obtained from New Jersey. 

Question. Has domestic wool materially depreciated in price within the last three years ; if yea, to 
what causes do you attribute the depreciation ? 

Answer. American wool has certainly depreciated in price, and the cause I take to be the want of 
demand, because the manufacturer cannot buy. 

Question. Is the number of sheep increasing or diminishing in your neighborhood ? 

Answer. I think there has not been much alteration, but I think rather decreasing for the last three 
years. 

Question. What proportion in cash does the present cost of wool bear to the present cost of the 
fabric as manufactured at your factory? 

Answer, The calculation is, that cassimeres of all colors, except blue, must bring double the price of 
the raw material to secure the manufacturer against loss; blues must bring from twenty-five to thirty-five 
cents, according to the price of indigo, the yard, more than double the raw material, to prevent loss. 

Question. What is the present price in the American markets of common domestic wool of native 
growth? 

Answer. I am not able to state the price. 

Question. Do you know the present difference in price of wool of the same quality in the British and 
in the American markets ? 

Answer. Relying upon the best information I have received from England, the price of wool in 1826 
was, for English merino, from one shilling to one shilling and nine pence; the same in grease, one shilling; 
South Downs, one shilling; best Spanish, two shillings and nine pence to four shillings; Spanish Segovia, 
one shilling and nine pence to three shillings; Spanish Seville, from one shilling and two pence to one 
shilling and six pence; best Saxony, from three shillings to seven shillings; second and third Saxony, one 
shilling and six pence to three shillings; Austrian, fine, two shillings and nine pence to six shillings. 
These were the prices in July, 1826. If large purchases were made, there would be a deduction of some- 
thing like twenty per cent. Scotch lay wool, from three and a half pence to four pence; Cheviot wool, 
mixed, six pence to seven pence; white, eight pence to ten pence; York wool, grown in England, nine 
pence to ten pence; next quality, eight pence to nine pence; wet, seven pence to eight pence. These 
prices are taken from the letter of an English manufacturer of late date. The difference in price is from 
sixty to seventy per cent. 

Question. Is it important to the farming interest of your State to discourage the importation of 
foreign wool ? 

Answer. I do not think it important to the farming interests of the State of Delaware to discourage, 
at present, the importation of foreign wool, although it may be so in future. 

Question. Can the American manufacturer afford to pay a higher price for domestic wool than that 
article now commands, while the present price of cloth continues ? 

Answer. They cannot. 

Question. Does the importation of foreign wool contribute to depress the price of domestic wool in 
our markets ? 

Answer. I do not feel competent to give a definitive answer; but if cloth brought a good price, wool 
would be in demand. 

Question. Are you in possession of the fact that considerable quantities of wool are imported ? 

Answer. There are large quantities of coarse and other wools imported, but the quantity I cannot tell. 

Question. Does not the importation of wool give an advantage to the woolen manufacturers having 
establishments near the seaports over those situated in the interior districts where wool is grown? 

Answer. I should think not. 

Question. What are the usual qualities of wool imported into Philadelphia ? 

Answer. German, Saxony, Spanish, Portuguese, Smyrna, South American, of high and low prices. I 
do not recollect any other kinds. 

Question. Do you believe that laying a considerable duty on imported wool would be injurious to the 
woolen manufacturers near the seaports ? 

Answer. It would be injurious unless they are protected; but if they are perfectly protected so as to 
give them the whole market, it would be of no consequence what duty was imposed on wool. 

Question. Where woolen manufacturers are wool-growers also, but manufacture considerably more 
than they procure from their own flocks, is it not advantageous to them that the price of wool should be 
low, as they are buyers and not sellers of wool ? : 

Answer. It is advantageous to every manufacturer to obtain his raw material as low, and to sell his 
fabric as high as he can; but I believe the growing of the wool and the manufacture of it are incom- 
patible in the same person. 


William R. Dickinson admitted and sworn: : 
Question. What has been the average quantity of wool consumed for the last three years in your 


factory ? 
Answer. We have used about 35,000 pounds of wool each year for the last three years, washed upon 
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the sheep’s back, as an average of the whole time, though the amount consumed by us has been somewhat 


increased in each year. ; 
Question. What proportion of this raw material was imported, and what proportion was of domestic 


roduction ? 
Answer. All domestic. 
Question. What were the relative qualities and prices of the raw material consumed in your factory? 


Answer. In the quantity before supposed to be the average consumed, the qualities would be about 
the following, viz: 
3,000 pounds of common native wool; 
8,000 pounds of common and half merino; 
12,000 pounds of three-fourths and seven-eighths merino; 
15,000 pounds of full-blooded merino. 


These aggregate amounts are greater than the proposed average, but the proportions I believe to be 
about correct. 

In 1825 the price we paid at our factory for native common wool in the fleece, washed upon the 
sheep’s back, was 30 cents per pound; for one-fourth blood merino, 30 cents per pound; for one-half blood, 
35 cents per pound; for three-fourths blood, 45 cents per pound; for seven-eighths blood, 60 cents per 

ound; for second rate full blood, 95 cents per pound; and for first rate full blood, $1 25 per pound. In 
1826 we paid, for common wool, 30 cents per pound; for one-fourth blood, 30 cents per pound; for one- 
half blood, 835 cents per pound; for three-fourths blood, 40 cents per pound; for seven-eighths blood, 50 
cents per pound; for second rate full blood, 95 cents per pound; and for first rate full blood, $1 25 per 

ound. In 1827 we paid, for common wool, 20 cents per pound; for one-fourth blood, 25 cents per pound; 
for one-half blood, 30 cents per pound; for three-fourths blood, 35 cents per pound; for seven-eighths 
blood, 45 cents per pound; for second rate full blood, 60 cents per pound; and for first rate full blood, 85 
cents per pound. During these years we have been in the habit of manufacturing the finer qualities of 
the wool, and of marketing the coarser qualities in the eastern markets. 

Question. Are you a wool-grower; and if so, what does it cost you a head per annum for keeping 
your sheep ? 

Answer. I am a wool-grower, and so is my partner in the woolen manufactory. I own between three 
thousand and four thousand sheep. My partner owns about the same number that I do, but his flocks are 
not connected with mine. I estimate the cost, per head, of keeping sheep in the part of the country where 
I live, at one dollar. I feel sure that it does not exceed that sum. The farmers of the country can keep 
sheep cheaper than I can. 

Question. Is the growing of wool a considerable business with the farmers in your section of country? 

Answer. It is with a great number of the farmers in my neighborhood, and especially since the pas- 
sage of the tariff bill of 1824. 

Question. Is there in your section of country a surplus of domestic wool over and above what is 
required by the manufactories in the same section? 

Answer. There is an excess, which has been constantly increasing until the last year. My partner 
and myself have, for the last three years, sent to the eastern markets from 30,000 to 50,000 pounds 
annually. I speak from recollection, not having any data to refer to for this statement. Most of this 
wool has been sent to Boston, and has been of the coarser qualities, upon which we have invariably lost 
money until the last year, when I think we shall have saved ourselves. This wool is grown in Western 
Virginia, Western Pennsylvania, Ohio, and a small share in Kentucky. 

Question. Has domestic wool materially depreciated in price within the last three years; if yea, to 
what cause do you attribute the depreciation ? 

Answer, It has depreciated materially, and particularly the finer qualities. I ascribe the depreciation 
to the large importations of foreign woolen goods and foreign wool; also to the depression of the woolen 
business in England, and to the increase of woolen manufactures in countries other than England, 
including our own. I speak more particularly with reference to what I think has affected the price of 
wool in my section of country. 

Question. Is the number of sheep increasing or diminishing in your neighborhood ? 

Answer. The number of sheep was rapidly increasing in my section of the country for the last three 
years until the last year; but some of the owners of sheep seem now to be disposed to diminish their 
flocks. The whole number of sheep, at the present time, is greater than it was one year ago. 

Question. What proportion in cash does the present cost of wool bear to the present cost of the fabric 
as manufactured at your factory? 

Answer. I am not myself a practical manufacturer, but am familiarly conversant with the details of 
the business; from that acquaintance, and from the best of my judgment, I would estimate the cost of the 
wool to be one-half of the cost of the common and middling qualities of cloths when prepared for the 
market, and as you go to the finer cloths the proportionate cost of the wool increases. 

Question. What is the present price, in the American markets, of common domestic wool of native 
growth ? 

Answer. It is worth twenty cents per pound when washed upon the sheep’s back. 

Question. Do you know the present difference in price of wool, of the same quality, in the British and 
in the American markets ? 

Answer. I do not. ; 

Question. Is it important to the farming interests of your State to discourage the importation of 
foreign wool? 

Answer. In my opinion it is ‘mportant, by laying an effective duty upon foreign woolen cloths and 
foreign wool; and, without such a duty upon woolen fabrics, an increased duty upon wool would be of no 
benefit to the wool-growers of our State. 

Question. Can the American manufacturer afford to pay a higher price for domestic wool than that 
article now commands, while the present price of cloth continues ? . 

Answer, I think not. 

Question. Does the importation of foreign wool contribute to depress the price of domestic wool in 
our markets ? 

Answer. It certainly does, in a great measure, inasmuch as the quantity of any article in the market 
and the demand regulate the price. 
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Question. Are you in possession of the fact that considerable quantities of wool are imported? 

Answer. I believe the fact to be so. 

Question. Does not the importation of wool give an advantage to the woolen manufacturers havin 
establishments near the seaports over those situated in the interior districts where wool is grown? S 

Answer. I cannot make up a correct opinion upon the question. 

Question. Do you believe that laying a considerable duty on imported wool would be injurious to the 
woolen manufacturers near the seaports? 

Answer. I think it would be a serious disadvantage, unless a corresponding protection was given to 
the manufacturer; but, if that should be done, the injury would be temporary. In the west these altera. 
tions would not, in my opinion, be so much felt. 

Question. Where woolen manufacturers are wool-growers also, but manufacture considerably more 
than they procure from their own flocks, is it not advantageous to them that the price of wool should be 
low, as they are buyers, not sellers cf wool ? 

Answer. It certainly is not the interest of any American manufacturer to so depress the price of 
domestic wool as to drive the farmer from due attention to his sheep. His flocks should increase (to say 
the least) with the manufactories—the same principles of national independence being involved in both 
cases. We ought, at all times, to have a full supply of the raw material at home, to guard against the 
contingency of war. 

Question. Can you speak with confidence as to what section of the United States is best adapted to 
the growing of wool to the greatest advantage ? 

Answer. My opinion is, that the finer wools can be most plentifully and cheaply grown in Western 
Virginia, Western Pennsylvania, in parts of New York, and in the northern part of Ohio. 

Question. Have you any wool grown in your section of country equal to the best imported Saxony or 
merino wool ? 

Answer. For my own part, I have no hesitation in saying that we have merino wool in the west as 
fine as the best Saxony wool which I have ever seen, and I have examined many fine parcels. I have the 
testimony, too, of Mr. Woods, our wool stapler, who served a regular apprenticeship in England of seven 
years, and who has continued in the business of wool stapling in England (where he handled the finest 
Saxony samples) and in the United States for the last twenty years. The quantity, however, is small, 
not amounting to more than three or four thousand pounds, out of a parcel of eighty or a hundred thousand 
pounds. It is increasing annually, and will increase if the business is properly encouraged. The Saxony 
sheep is but an improvement on Spanish merino by climate and attention; and the climate of my section 
of country is equally favorable to the improvement of our merino breed. Within the last thirteen years 
I have discovered a decided improvement in the staple of our wool from our full-blooded merinos. 


Abraham Schenck admitted and sworn: 

Question. What has been the average quantity of wool consumed for the last three years in your 
factory ? 

Answer. I cannot tell the quantity of wool we have used for the last three years; but, from the 3d 
June 1826, to 3d June, 1827, by the account from our books, it appears that we consumed 70,400 pounds 
of merino fleece wool, as washed upon the sheep. In the same time we consumed about 5,000 pounds of 
coarse Buenos Ayres wool for listings, headings, and the like. 

Question. What proportion of this raw material was imported, and what proportion was of domestic 


production ? 
Answer. It was all domestic wool, except the 5,000 pounds of coarse wool mentioned in the last 


answer. 
Question. What were the relative qualities and prices of the raw material consumed in this factory ? 
Answer. The quality of the wool we use is purchased as full-blooded merino, and for which we pay an 
average price of 40 cents per pound. This wool is assorted at our factory into the following qualities, and 
valued at the following relative prices, viz: 
Taking 80,000 pounds, which we have actually purchased at this average price, it will stand as follows: 


400 pounds picklock, valued at $1 20, amounts to ........... emia Aribiss ee eT eee . $480 00 
11,600 pounds No. 1, valued at 60 cents, amounts to................... eer rere rT Te 6,960 00 
36,000 pounds No. 2, valued at 40 cents, amounts tO........... cc cece ec cceescccccscceese 14,400 00 
24,000 pounds No. 3, valued at 34 cents, amounts to..... ee ere Sere eee eee 8,160 00 


8,000 pounds No. 4, or livery, valued at 25 cents, amounts to........... ee ee eeee ee eeeees 2,000 00 


32,000 00 





The 70,000 pounds used between the 3d June, 1826, and the 3d June, 1827, was purchased at higher 
prices, and cost us an average price of 424 cents per pound. The average cost of the Buenos Ayres wool 
was from 8 to 12 cents per pound, accordjng to my best recollection. I have no data from which to speak 
on this point, but upon the others I speak from certain information. 

Question. Are you a wool-grower; and if so, what does it cost you per head, per annum, for keeping 
your sheep ? 

Answer. I am not. 

(Question. Is the growing of wool a considerable business with the farmers in your section of country? 

Answer. It is. I think the county in which I reside has 300,000 sheep, from the best information I 
have been able to obtain. 

Question. Is there, in your section of country, a surplus of domestic wool over and above what is 
required by the manufactories in the same section ? 

Answer. There is in my county a very large one. Ihave been informed, and believe it to be true, 
that some of the farmers have now four crops on hand unsold. 

Question. What proportion of the wool manufactured in your district of country is foreign, and what 
proportion is wool of the growth of the United States ? 

Answer. I can only answer in relation to our own factory. All the wool we consumed between the 
3d June, 1826, and 3d June, 1827, was domestic, except about 5,000 pounds of very coarse wool. We 
have lately purchased a quantity of Spanish wool in the New York market to be worked in our factory. 
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Question. Has domestic wool materially depreciated in price within the last three years; if yea, to 
what causes do you attribute the depreciation ? 

Answer. It has depreciated in price materially; and the reason I assign is, that the low price of 
wool in foreign markets enables the foreign manufacturer to send his manufactured articles into our 
markets at a lower price than formerly; and also to send foreign wool at a lower price than domestic 
wool of the same quality has been selling at. 

Question. Is the number of sheep increasing or diminishing in your neighborhood ? 

Answer. I should think they were rather diminishing than otherwise; but they may be about 
stationary. 

Question. What proportion in cash does the present cost of wool bear to the present cost of the fabric 
as manufactured at your factory ? . 

Answer. I have not the data with me to furnish a satisfactory answer to this question. 

Question. What is the present price in the American markets of common domestic wool of native 
growth ? 

Answer. I do not know; but, from the best information I have, it is from 20 to 25 cents per pound. 

Question. Do you know the present difference in price of wool of the same quality in the British and 
in the American markets ? 

Answer. The only information I have is the fact that, in October last, we purchased in the New 
York market 80 bales of Spanish wool at 72 cents per pound, which cost in London, in the preceding 
August, two shillings and a penny sterling, or 46 cents, per pound; making a difference of 26 cents per 
pound upon the very same wool. 

Question. Are you in possession of the fact that considerable quantities of wool are imported ? 

Answer. I know there were large quantities imported the last year. 

Question. Is it important to the farming interests ef your State to discourage the importation of 
foreign wool ? 

Answer. I think it would be. 

Question. Can the American manufacturer afford to pay a higher price for domestic wool than that 
article now commands, while the present price of cloth continues ? 

Answer. No; he cannot afford to pay the price now asked for it. 





Saturpay, January 26, 1828. 


James Wolcott, jr., admitted and sworn: 

Question. What has been the average quantity of wool consumed for the last three years in your 
factory ? 

Answer. In 1825 we consumed about 70,000 pounds of wool; in 1826 about 72,569 pounds; and in 
1827 about 60,000 pounds. 

Question. What proportion of this raw material was imported, and what proportion was of domestic 
production ? 

Answer. In 1825 I think about one-fourth of the wool consumed was imported. In 1826 we used 
54,767 pounds of American wool, which averaged us about 45 cents per pound; 9,688 pounds of Saxony, 
the average cost of which was 80} cents; 7,211 pounds of Spanish, the average cost of which was 35 
cents; and 903 pounds of Italian, the average cost of which was 32} cents per pound; the whole 
averaging 483 cents. 

Question. What were the relative qualities and prices of the raw material consumed in your factory? 

Answer. In 1825 wool cost us higher than stated in my answer to the last question; but I cannot 
give the rate with accuracy. In 1827, commencing in July, better wool than we gave 45 cents for in 
1826 was purchased by us at 40 cents. The same quality of wool is now worth, in the Boston market, at 
least 50 cents per pound. 

Question. Is the growing of wool a considerable business in your State with the farmers ? 

Answer. In some of the western counties of the State it is, but not generally so. 

Question. Has wool materially depreciated in price during the last three years? To what is the 
depreciation to be attributed ? And is it owing, in any material degree, to importations ? 

Answer. It has depreciated since 1825. I attribute this to the depreciation in the price of woolens. 
The importations of wool effect the reduction in part. 

Question. Are you apprised of the fact that large quantities of wool are imported? And does not 
this tend to depreciate the price of the domestic wool ? 

Answer. I am apprised of the fact. The importation of wool does tend to reduce the price of domestic 
wool, ; 

Question. Is there as much wool grown in Massachusetts as is consumed in the woolen manufactories 
of that State; if not, what proportion of the whole quantity do you think is imported, and what propor- 
tion is grown in the State ? 

Answer. There is but a small part of the wool grown in the State of Massachusetts manufactured 
there. I cannot answer the other part of the question satisfactorily. : 

Question. Is it important, in your opinion, to the farming interests of your State to discourage, by 
further duties, the importation of foreign wool ? 

Answer. It is important to them, and to our farmers generally. The nation ought to encourage the 
growth of wool which can only be done by efficient duties on wool and woolens. 

Question. What is the price in the eastern markets of the common domestic wool of native growth ? 

Answer. At this time from 20 to 25 cents. 

Question. Do you believe that laying a considerable duty on imported wool would be injurious to the 
interest of the woolen manufacturers in your section of country; and would it tend to force the woolen 
manufacture into those sections of the United States where wool can be grown to more advantage than in 
Massachusetts ? 

Answer. It would be if the manufactured articles were not further protected. The latter part of the 
question I cannot satisfactorily answer. 


_ Jonas B. Brown admitted and sworn: 
Question. What has been the average quantity of wool consumed for the last three years in your factory? 
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Answer. In 1825 we used about 70,000 pounds of wool; in 1826 about 90,000 pounds; in 1827 Wwe 

used about 124,000 pounds of wool. In 1826 we finished a new factory, which was commenced in 1824. 
Question. What proportion of this raw material was imported, and what proportion was of domestic 
production ? 

Answer. In 1825 about one-fourth of the quantity used was foreign wool; in 1826 and 1827 about 
the same proportion; the remainder was of domestic growth. 

Question. What were the relative qualities and prices of the raw material consumed in your factory ? 

Answer. We consumed wool varying in price from 37} cents to$1 65; about three-fourths of the whole we 
used was of American growth, and varied from 37} to 60 cents. The foreign wool cost us from 60 cents to $1 65, 

Question. Are you a wool-grower ? 

Answer. I am not. 

Question. Is the growing of wool a considerable business with the farmers of your State ? 

Answer. Among the western portion of them it is. 

Question. Has wool materially depreciated in price during the last three years ; if yea, to what is 
the depreciation to be attributed, and is it owing, in any material degree, to importations ? 

Answer. It is considerably lower than in 1825, There are two causes: one is the depreciation of the 
price abroad, and the other the unprofitable condition of the woolen manufacture at home. It is in part 
owing to importations, because if there were none imported it would be something higher, unless the 
manufacturer could not buy at all. 

Question. Are you apprised of the fact that large quantities of wool are imported, and does not this 
tend to depreciate the price of the domestic wool ? 

Answer. Iam apprized of the fact that large quantities are imported, and I have previously said it does, 

Question. What are the usual qualities of the wool imported ? 

Answer. Coarse and fine wools are imported principally. The coarse wools are worth from 10 to 15 
cents. In the Boston market the usual prices of the fine wool are from 60 cents to $1 65. 

Question. Is the number of sheep increasing or diminishing in your section of the country ? 

Answer. I am not able to determine. 

Question. Is there as much wool grown in Massachusetts as is consumed in the woolen manufactures 
of that State? If not, what proportion of the whole quantity do you think is imported, and what 
proportion is grown in the State ? 

Answer. There is not as much grown in the State as is consumed. I do not know the proportion, 
but think it inconsiderable compared with the whole quantity consumed in Massachusetts. Of the 
quantity manufactured in the State, I should think not quite one-fourth part is imported. I cannot state 
what proportion is grown in the State. 

Question. Is it important, in your opinion, to the farming interests of your State to discourage, by 
further duties, the importation of foreign wool ? 

Answer. I think it is. 

Question. Where manufacturers of woolens are growers of wool also, but grow less wool than they 
manufacture, are they not interested, on a financial calculation, in keeping down the price of wool, as 
they are buyers, not sellers of wool ? 

Answer. They are not so much interested to keep down the price of wool as those who grow no wool; 
and those who grow no wool think their interest lies in protection to the wool-growers as well as to themselves. 

Question. What do you understand to be the present difference between the price of wool in England 
and the United States of the same quality? 

Answer. I have not been concerned in any importations myself, but I believe the general difference 
is about 60 per cent. between the cost in England and the sale price in the Boston market. 

Question. Do you know the relative prices at which wool can be furnished from the port of Cadiz, in 
Spain, to the manufacturer in Manchester, in England, compared with the prices at which it can be 
furnished to the manufacturer at Boston, in Massachusetts ? 

Answer. I cannot tell. 

Question. What is the price in the eastern market of the common domestic wool of native growth? 

Answer. From 20 to 24 cents; quarter blood about 30 cents; half blood, 37}; three-quarters blood, 
427; and full blood, 50 cents per pound. 

Question. From your knowledge of the different qualities of wool used by the American manufacturers, 
will foreign wool, costing abroad 10 cents and under, come into competition with the domestic wool ? 

Answer. I think not. 

Question. Do you believe that laying a considereble duty on imported wool would be injurious to the 
interest of the woolen manufacturers of your section of country? Would it tend to force the woolen 
manufacture into those sections of the United States where wool can be grown to more advantage than 
in Massachusetts ? 

Answer. I think it would be injurious, unless there should be a considerable duty also laid on manu- 
facture of woolens. The circumstance alone of wool being cheaper in one section of country than in 
another would not, I think, force the manufacturer from one section to another of the country. 


Joshua Clapp admitted and sworn: 

Question. What is the average quantity of wool consumed for each of the last three years ? 

Answer. I cannot speak for a longer term than two years. From November 12, 1825, to November 
12, 1826, we used 41,602 pounds of wool. During the same time the succeeding year we consumed 
43,729 pounds. 

Question. What proportion of the wool used was imported, and what part of domestic growth? 

Answer. In the first of the years spoken of in the last answer we used 10,176 pounds of American 
wool, and of Saxony, 31,426 pounds. In the second year we used 39,863 pounds of American wool, and 
of Saxony and Spanish, 3,886 pounds. 

Question. What were the relative qualities and prices of the raw material consumed in your factory ? 

Answer. In the first year we paid, on an average, about 62 cents for the foreign wool, and about 50 
cents for the American. In the second year the foreign wool averaged 50 cents, and the domestic 34 cents. 

Question. Is there a sufficient quantity of domestic wool grown in the United States to supply the 
wants of the domestic manufacturer ? 

Answer. So far as I am able to form an opinion, I do not think the quantity grown is sufficient. 

Question. In what sections of country is the domestic wool grown that is sold in the Boston market? 
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Answer. It is grown in Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio; 
considerable quantities have been received from the latter State of late years. 

Question. Has domestic wool materially depreciated in price within the last three years; if so, to 
what causes do you attribute that depreciation ? 

Answer. The price has fallen; and I attribute the fact to the embarrassed state of the manufactures, 
and to the importation of foreign wool. I think the diminution in price has been about 334 per cent. 

Question. Is the numbef#of sheep increasing or diminishing in your neighborhood ? 

Answer. I think they have remained for some time at about the same number. 

Question. What proportion, in cash, does the present cost of wool bear to the present cost of fabrics 
made at your factory? 

Answer. I think the cost of the wool constitutes about one-half the cost of the cloth. 

Question. What is the present price in the United States markets of common domestic wool of native 
growth ? , 

Answer. I take it to be from twenty to twenty-five cents. 

(Juestion. Do you know the present difference in price of wool of the same quality in the British and 
American markets ? 

Answer. I think wool of the same quality is from 60 to 75 per cent. higher in America than in 
England. 

Question. Is it important to the farming interest in your State to discourage the importation of foreign 
wool ? 

Answer. I think it is important to that interest that importation of foreign wool be discouraged. 

Question. If foreign wool should be excluded, would domestic wool bring a better price, if foreign 
fabrics are admitted under the present duties ? 

Answer. I should think not. 

Question. Do you know that considerable quantities of foreign wool are imported ? 

Answer. I am aware that large quantities are imported. I am myself a large importer of that 
article. 

Question. What kinds of wool are imported, and from what places ? 

Answer. Almost every kind of wool is imported. Very coarse wools are received from South America 
and Smyrna, and these form the largest proportion. Fine wools are brought from Germany, Spain, and 
England. I cannot pretend to speak distinctly of the different proportions. 

Question. Do the coarse wools, costing under eight cents per pound in the foreign market, come in 
competition with any kind of domestic wool ? 

Answer. They do not. 

Question. Do you know of any manufacturing establishment using exclusively the coarsest foreign 
wool; and what kind of fabrics do they produce ? 

Answer. I know of one establishment at Canton, Massachusetts, which uses that wool exclusively, and 
there may be others. The cloth which they make is called and known as negro cloths. 

Question. Does not the importation of wool give an advantage to the woolen manufacturers having 
establishments near the seaports over those situated in the interior, where wool is grown ? 

Answer. So long as they use foreign wool, I think the manufacturer near the seacoast has an advantage 
over him in the country. If domestic wool be used, I think the advantage is in favor of the factory in 
the interior, because that wool is generally cheaper in the country than in the market towns. 

Question. Do you believe that laying a considerable duty on imported wool would be injurious to the 
woolen manufacturer near the seaports ? 

Answer. I do not think it would affect him as to purchases; because, at the present price of fabrics, 
he would not buy it at all. 


Benjamin Poor admitted and sworn: 

Question. What is the average quantity of wool consumed for the last three years ? 

Answer. I cannot answer as to the quantity used with sufficient certainty to answer any valuable 
purpose. 

Question. What proportion of the wool used was imported, and what was of domestic growth ? 

Answer. We used a fraction more than half of foreign wool in 1827. I cannot speak as to any other year. 

Question. Are you engaged in the importation of foreign wool and woolen goods; if so, from what 
places ? 

Answer. We have been engaged in the importation of foreign wool from Germany. We have not 
imported any from any other place. 

Question. What has been the price of wool in foreign countries for the year 1827 compared with the 
prices of the same quality of wool in the American market? 

Answer. It has, in my opinion, been from 70 to 80 per cent. higher in the American market than in 
Europe during the past year. 

Question. Do you know that American wool has been sent to England to be manufactured, and 
what was the result ? 

Answer. A quantity of wool was sent to England for manufacture. A part of the same had been 
sold in Boston at 50 cents. The original accounts of manufacturing it are in my possession, and I found 
the same wool was valued in England at 233 cents. 

Question. Is importing wool a profitable business; and do the importers find ready sale for it? 

Answer. It has been a profitable business for some time past, say at least for 1827. But it is attended 
with uncertainty, like other mercantile pursuits. During the past year the sales have been very ready. 
We have sold, as auctioneers, about 360,000 pounds of foreign wool, and about 108,000 pounds of domestic 
wool. 


Eleuterre Irenee Dupont admitted and sworn : 
(Juestion. What has been the average quantity of wool consumed in this factory for the last three years? 
Answer. According to the best estimate I can make, (not having the books to refer to,) we have 

consumed for the last three years, on the average, about 40,000 pounds of wool each year. Formerly we 
carried on the business more extensively than we now do, and consumed a larger value of wool each 
year, the wool we then used being finer. 

Question. What proportion of this wool is of foreign, and what of domestic growth? 

Answer. The wool used in our factory for the three last years has been almost all domestic wool. 
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We have, during this time, used some Smyrna and some South American wool for negro cloths, this 
wool being of the coarsest kind. 

Question. What is the general quality of the wool you work, and what have been the average prices 
paid for it for the last three years ? 

Answer. The most of the wool we have used has been the native wool of this country, and the residue 
coarse Smyrna and South American wool. In 1825 we paid about 35 cents for pulled wool, which we 
mostly used. In 1826 I cannot say what price we paid. In 1827 we pafft for the same kind of wool 
from about 25 to 30 cents per pound. I think the price has gradually fallen from 1825 to this time. I 
think we have paid from 16 to 22 cents for the Smyrna wool, and about the same for the South American 
wool. ; ; 

Question. Are you a wool-grower ; if yea, what is the average expense to you per head of keeping 
your sheep, and what number do you keep? 

Answer. I am a wool-grower, and now keep about a hundred sheep. I formerly had about 1,200 
sheep. I purchased a farm to keep them upon, and have never estimated, therefore cannot state, the 
expense per head of keeping them. The raising of the sheep has been to me a losing business to a great 
extent. 

(Juestion. Is the growing of wool a considerable business with the farmers of your section of country ? 

Answer. It is very limited. 

Question. Is there in your section of country a surplus of wool over and above what is required for 
the manufactories in your section of country? 

Answer. I think there is no surplus; but there is, on the contrary, a deficiency. 

Question. What proportion of wool manufactured in your section of the country is of foreign growth, 
and what of the growth of the United States? 

Answer. I cannot tell. 

Question. From what States in the Union is obtained the deficiency, if any, of the domestic wool 
manufactured in your section of country? 

Answer. We get our own from Baltimore and New York, as we use principally the pulled wool; but 
we have also obtained fleece wool from the western parts of Pennsylvania. The wool purchased in Balti- 
more and New York is of domestic growth. 

Question. Has domestic wool materially depreciated in price within the last three years ; if yea, to 
what cause do you attribute that depreciation ? 

Answer. It has depreciated in price, and I consider the cause to be the depressed situation of the 
woolen manufactories. 

Question. Is the number of sheep in your section of country increasing or diminishing at the present 
time? 

Answer. It is decreasing. The discouragement is so great that the farmers pay very little attention 
to their flocks, 

Question. What proportion does the present cost of wool bear to the present cost of the cloth or 
fabric, as a general average ? 

Answer. I am not a sufficiently practical manufacturer of wool to answer that question. 

Question. What is the present price in the American market of common domestic wool of native growth? 

Answer. As near as I can tell, without reference to our books, I should say from 20 to 25 cents per 
pound for the fleece wool, and from 25 to 30 cents per pound for the pulled or skin wool. 

(Juestion. Do you know the present difference in price of wool of the same quality in the British and 
in the American markets ? 

Answer. I have no knowledge on the subject. 

(Juestion. Are you in possession of the fact that large importations of raw wool are annually made 
into this country? 

Answer. It is a fact generally known. 

Question. Does not the importation of foreign wool give an advantage to the manufacturer who is 
located near the seaboard over those located in the interior, where wool is grown ? 

Answer. I think it may give a small advantage, but that advantage is fully counterbalanced by others 
which the interior manufacturers possess, of other descriptions, over those situated upon the seaboard. 





Joshua W. Pierce admitted and sworn: 

Question. What has been the average quantity of wool consumed in this factory for the last three years? 

Answer. Our books are not made up to a later date than 24th November, 1826, but from the average 
consumption before that date, and from my acquaintance with the business, I should say, including the 
whole of the year 1827, we have consumed on the average for the last three years 100,000 pounds of 
wool each year. 

Question. What proportion of this wool is of foreign, and what of domestic growth ? 

Answer. From the best calculation I can make from facts now within my knowledge, I should judge 
that the foreign wool consumed in our factory, on an average for the last three years, would be 43 per 
cent. upon the whole consumption. It cannot vary materially from that ratio. 

Question. What is the general quality of the wool you work, and what have been the average prices 
paid for it for the last three years? 

Answer. We have, for the three last years, purchased and used a variety of qualities of wool, and our 
extremes in price in 1825 were from 90 cents to 22 cents per pound for foreign wool, as nearly as my 
memory will enable me to speak. In this year our fine wool was Spanish, and the coarse was (I think) 
Adrianople. We paid this year for our domestic wool from 25 to 623 cents per pound, according to my 
recollection. In 1826 we paid from 123 to 96 cents for our foreign wool. The fine this year was Saxony, 
and the coarse, Portuguese. For our domestic this year we paid from 20 to 55 cents per pound. The 
domestic wool which we purchased this year at 55 cents was better than that we purchased the preceding 
year at 625 cents per pound. In 1827 we paid for our foreign wools from 61 to 74 cents per pound, it 
being all fine Saxony wool. For ovr domestic wool this year we paid from 17 to 45 cents per pound. 

Question. Are you a wool-grower; if yea, what is the average expense to you per head of keeping 
your sheep, and what number do you keep? 

Answer. I am not. 

Question. Is the growing of wool a considerable business with the farmers in your section of country? 
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Answer. Not in our immediate neighborhood, but a good deal so in the upper counties of the State in 
which I reside. 

Question. Is there, in your section of country, a surplus of wool over and above what is required for 
the manufactories in that section of country ? 

Answer. There is not a surplus, but a very great deficiency. 

Question. What proportion of the wool manufactured in your section of country is of foreign growth, 
and what of the growth of the United States? 

Answer, I should judge the quantity consumed in that neighborhood is more than half of it imported 
from foreign countries. 

Question. From what States of the Union is obtained the deficiency, if any, of the domestic wool 
manufactured in your section of country? 

Answer. Principally Vermont and New York, except such part of it which comes from our own State, 
and a very little from Maine. 

Question. Has domestic wool materially depreciated in price within the last three years; if yea, to 
what cause do you attribute that depreciation ? 

Answer. It has, very considerably; I should say from 25 to 30 per cent. I attribute the depreciation 
to the overstock of foreign cloths in our markets, and to the consequent depressed price of woolen cloths. 

Question. Is the number of sheep in your section of country increasing or diminishing at the present 
time ? 

Answer. I have no means of judging with accuracy, but, from what I have heard, I should think they 
were decreasing. 

Question. What proportion does the present cost of wool bear to the present cost of the cloth or 
fabric, as a general average ? 

Answer. My judgment would be, that on the bulk of cloths, similar to those we make, the cost of the 
wool would be about one-half of the cost of the cloth when finished. 

(Juestion. What is the price in the American market of common domestic wool of native growth? 

Answer, I have no means of judging, except by the prices which we pay. They are from 17 to 20 
cents at this time. 

(Juestion. Do you know the present difference in the price of wool of the same quality in the British 
and in the American markets ? 

Answer. I do not know, except from information. But from information, upon which I can rely, I 
believe the difference of price to be about one-half. As part of this information, I refer to facts detailed 
in papers now in possession of Benjamin Poor, a witness now before the committee. 

(Juestion. Are you in possession of the fact that large importations of raw wool are annually made 
into this country ? 

Answer. I do not know the fact as a subject of general notoriety. 

Question. Does not the importation of foreign wool give an advantage to the manufacturer who is 
located near the seaboard over those located in the interior, where wool is grown? 

Answer. In the mere cost of his wool I think it does; but that advantage is more than counter- 
balanced by the facility of procuring labor, and the cheapness of living in the interior. 


Testimony in relation to woolens. 


Frinay, January 11, 1828. 


Hon. John Mitchell further examined: 

Question. Are the woolen cloths used in your section of the country mostly foreign or domestic? 

Answer. They are mostly imported. 

Question. Why are they preferred ? 

Answer. They are considered the cheapest. 

Question. Would an advance on the cost of low price cloth, such as is nsed by the laboring classes 
in the iron districts, be injurious to the owners and workmen of those districts ? 

Answer. I do not know that it would affect the owners or proprietors of those works, because they 
would secure that additional cost by an increased price on the goods; but I think it would be prejudicial 
to the workmen, because it would enhance the price which they now pay. This state of things might 
not exist when the quantity manufactured at home becomes sufficient to answer the demand. The price 
of labor is now fixed, and that price would not be raised in proportion to the increased price of goods. 


Wepnespay, January 16, 1828. 


Simon N. Dexter further examined: 

Question. Where do you reside? 

Answer. At Whitesborough, Oneida county, State of New York. 

(Juestion. Are you now, or have you lately been, concerned in the manufacture of wool; and if yea, 
for what length of time and in what capacity? 

Answer. I have been for seven or eight years engaged in the manufacture of wool at Oriskany, 
Whitestown, New York, as an acting director of an incorporated company For about four years of 
that time I have been the administrator of John Sharp, who left, at his death, a very considerable wool 
factory, called the Clinton factory, which, in my character of administrator, has been partially under my 
care. This last is situated in Paris, Oneida county. Mr. George Hutton was copartner of Mr. Sharp, 
and is still interested, as a pariner, in the business, but owns no part of the factory. He is the acting 
man in the factory. I administered on the estate of Mr. Sharp as a creditor. 

Question. What is the name of the establishment in which you are or have been concerned; where is 
it situated; and is it an incorporated company or an individual interest ? 

Answer. The factory in which I am concerned, and of which I am a director, belongs to an incorpo- 
rated company, by the corporate name, I think, of the “Oriskany Woolen Manufacturing Company.” 

Question. What is the amount of capital invested in the manufactory of which you speak ? 

Answer. There were two thousand shares, at one hundred dollars each; this was the nominal capital. 
The last payment on the shares was made about three years ago, and that payment increased the sum 
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paid in to forty-seven dollars and fifty cents, making the capital actually vested amount to ninety-five 
thousand dollars. The company purchased a water privilege from the Oneida Manufacturing Company, 
for which they gave $3,000, and for this, stock was issued to that amount. It had cost the Oneida Company 
$1,000. Three hundred shares (speaking in round numbers) were forfeited, after paying about ten dollars 
on each share. This leaves the capital paid in eighty-three thousand seven hundred and fifty dollars, 
Some wool may have been taken in payment of the last instalment at cash price. The charter was renewed 
two or three years ago, and the stock, by that act, was reduced to fifty dollars per share. 

Question. When was the manufactory first put into operation; or, if an incorporated company, under 
its present charter? 

Answer. The company commenced its operation some two or three years previous to the late war; | 
think in 1810. 

Question. Has it continued in operation from the time it was first started to the present time; if no, 
at what times, and for what causes, has it ceased its operations ? 

Answer. It has continued constantly in operation since its first establishment, except at short periods 
for the purpose of making repairs. 

Question. What is the average expense per pound of cleaning, assorting, picking, oiling, carding, 
and converting the wool, from the state in which it is purchased, into rolls or batts? 

Answer. 1 am not sufficiently acquainted with the detailed operations of a factory to give a satis. 
factory answer to this question. 

Question. What is the average expense per pound of converting the rolls or batts into yarn, and of 
cleansing, sizing, and preparing the yarn for weaving ? 

Answer. I am obliged to give the same answer to this as to the last question. 

Question. What kinds of cloth do you usually manufacture ? 

Answer. We manufacture, principally, narrow cloth called kerseymeres, of about thirty-one inches 
wide when finished. We also make some broadcloths from the two higher qualities of the wool. 

Question. What quantity of wool is required to make one yard of each of the descriptions of cloth 
made at your factory; and what is the width in the flannel of each descriptior of cloth? 

Answer. It requires from fourteen to sixteen ounces of wool, well washed, (and it is in this state we 
buy it,) to make a yard of kerseymere. This is made of the third and fourth qualities, called fine and 
downrights. Sometimes a small proportion of this same species of cloth is made of the superfine or 
second quality. It requires about two pounds of wool to make a running yard of broadcloth. This 
cloth, when it comes from the loom, is from two and a quarter to two and a half yards in width, and it 
shrinks to one and a half and one and three-quarters yard in fulling and finishing. The weight of the 
cloth when finished, including the listing, is about the same as the quantity of wool necessary to make 
it, exclusive of the weight of the wool used in making the list. 

Question. What is the cost of weaving each yard of each description of cloth at the works referred to? 

Answer. We hire female weavers, (girls,) who board themselves, and are paid three dollars per 
week. Each one attends to one power loom, and perhaps to two. Each loom weaves about 715 yards 
per week of kerseymere. 

Question. What is the cost per yard of washing, fulling, dyeing, and dressing, and otherwise fitting 
for the market, each yard of each description of cloth before described ? 

Answer. I cannot answer this question. 

Question. What is, and has been for the three years last past, the value per yard, at the factory, of 
each description of cloth so made ? 

Answer. I cannot say that we have any market price at the factory. In 1825 our best kerseymeres 
brought at auction, in New York, (where we sell almost exclusively,) $2 per yard. I speak of blues 
made of the third quality of wool. Scme did sell as high as $2 30. None sold for less than $2. The 
net proceeds did not exceed $2 per yard. The second quality of mixtures and drabs, and other colors, 
(not blue,) varied from $1 35 to $1 65 the yard, sold in the same manner, netting us, on an average, about 
$1 45. In 1826 the best quality brought trom $1 30 to $1 55, and netted us about $1 40. The second 
quality sold at from 80 to 90 cents, and netted us about 80 cents. In 1827 the best quality sold, in 
the same manner, from $1 55 to $1 75, but few were sold at the price last mentioned, and the net sales 
may be put down at $1 60. The second quality sold, in the same manner, at from 82 cents to $1 20, and 
netted about 95 cents. It may have been 974 cents. 

Question. Would you now contract to furnish a quantity of second quality kerseymeres, described by 
you, at 95 cents per yard? 

Answer. I would not feel authorized to make a contract at that price; but I would undertake to 
furnish the article at $1 per yard, to a limited extent. At 95 cents per yard I would not contract 
to furnish a single yard. I believe there would be a loss at that price. At $2 there would be 
some profit, say about five per cent., enough, perhaps, to pay expenses, &c., but not enough to cover 
wear and tear, and pay interest on the capital invested. I would contract at this price only because we 
want money. 

Question. Do you expect to sell your kerseymeres of the second quality at a price higher than $1 per 
yard under the present rates of duty ? 

Answer. I do not expect to sell the second quality at more than $1 under the existing duty on the 
imported article. 

Question. How may hands do you employ in the Oriskany factory, on the average ? 

Answer. I think we have from 80 to 100 commonly employed, but cannot speak with certainty as to 
the precise number. 

Question. Have you-ever made any dividends on the capital employed in your factory ? 

Answer. One was made about five years ago. It was a dividend of $2 upon a share, payable 
in goods. There may have been one other, but I am not positive whether there was or not. 

Question. Have you known any dividends made on the stock of the Clinton factory ? 

Answer. I have not known any, and am very certain there has been none. That was an incorporated 
company, and was sold by the original owners to Mr. Sharp, and the stock was pledged for the pay- 
ment. The stock of that company originally consisted of 1,000 shares of $100 each, nominally, upon 
which either $35 or $40 had been paid in, all of which was expended in the water privilege, buildings, 
and machinery, as I am informed by the old stockholders. About seven or eight years ago Sharp bought 
all these shares for $5 each, except about forty, owned by Thomas Hart, and was to pay in goods for 
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all the shares, except the stock of Ephraim Hart, for which he was to pay in money, on a long credit, and, 
erhaps, also to two other persons. 

(Juestion. Do you know the cause of the depression of the stock of the Clinton factory ? 

Answer. I do not know any other cause than the general depression of the woolen business; but I 
had not then been connected with that factory, and my information is derived from casual observation, 
and the information of the then stockholders. I know of no mismanagement or losses by bad debts to 
that factory, nor have I heard of any. 

Question. Taking the factory at what it cost Mr. Sharp, do you consider the carrying it on an 
advantage or a loss to the persons now owning it? 

Answer. They have not realized much profit. When Mr. Sharp died he left a large stock on hand. 
The terms on which that stock was laid in have operated to their disadvantage. Another cause why 
they have not done well is the want of capital. But they have been enabled to pay considerable debts. 
If Mr. Hutton, who is an active and judicious man, were there, with a small capital, the concern would 
do better. It is even now advantageous to the parties, because it enables them to keep everything 
ready for better times. They have worked wool on shares, and I think that a better business than 
puying the material. 

Question. Do you believe that, under the existing revenue laws, a factory, located as the Clinton 
factory is, possessed of fair capital, and conducted with skill, judgment, and industry, would yield seven 
per cent. for the capital employed ? 

Answer. I do not believe it would yield any interest at all. 

Question. What officers or agents are employed by the Oriskany Woolen Manufacturing Company; 
and at what wages to each officer or agent? 

Answer. The officers of the company are five directors, who receive, each, $2 for every attendance at 
the meetings of the board. The number of these meetings averages about four annually. The board 
appoints, from its own body, a president, secretary, and treasurer. The president and secretary receive 
nothing as compensation. The treasurer receives $50 per annum over and above his pay as a director. 
A superintending agent, who is paid $800 per annum, and is furnished with a house and garden, rent 
free; and a clerk of the store, who receives about $10 per month, and is boarded. 

Question. What is the average number of hands, other than those named in the last answer, em- 
ployed ~ the Oriskany factory? What are the descriptions—as men, women, boys, girls; and what their 
wages f 

Answer, That company employs in its service one head carder, at a salary of $400 per annum, who 
boards himself, as do all the hands employed in the factory, except three apprentices, who receive board 
and clothing; one machinist, at $1 50 per working day; one superintending weaver, at $1 37} cents per 
working day; one principal fuller, one presser, &c., two hands in the finishing room, and one dyer, each, 
at $1 25 per working day; ten hands in the spinning and carding rooms, two assistant carders, and one 
assistant in and about the dyeing house, each, at $1 per working day; and one watchman, also at $1 per 
day for every day; one fireman, at about 80 cents per day, and two or three other laborers, getting wood, 
&c., at about 75 cents per day, each. These include all the laboring men I can now recollect. One girl 
to letter the cloth, at $4 per week; twenty-four women and girls, at $3 each per week; and eighteen or 
twenty women and girls, at $2 50 each per week. The residue of the hands are young boys and girls, 
whose wages will vary from $1 25 to $2 per week, each. The whole number employed will range from 
eighty to one hundred. Also, an assorter of wool, at about $30 per month, and an assistant assorter, 
at about $20 per month. These I did not before recollect. 

Question. What are the usual working hours of the hands employed in the Oriskany factory? 

Answer. The working hours, summer and winter, are, I think, eleven in number. They commence 
work at 5 o’clock in the morning in winter, and, I think, in summer also. The leisure for breakfast and 
dinner is thirty minutes each; but at what hour they break off for breakfast I cannot say; for dinner, it 
isat 12m. Each person employed is held to work eleven hours for a day’s work; if any work less time, 

it is deducted; if more time, he is paid extra in proportion to the time. When there is a hurry the hands 
are induced to work one or two hours over the regular time, each day, for which they are compensated. 

(Juestion. Should there be no change in the present duties on imports, do you believe that the owners 

of the woolen manufactory at Oriskany, of which you have spoken, would stop their factory ? 

Answer. No; I do not believe they would stop unless compelled to do so; I think they would struggle 

on in hope of better times. 

Question. Can you readily increase your machinery so as to require an additional supply of wool? 

Answer. We have an abundance of water-power, and can readily put in operation machinery to make 

double the quantity of cloth we now make, if the market would warrant it. 

Question. At what distance in the interior is your factory from the city of New York? 
Answer. About two hundred and fifty miles. 

Adjourned until to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock. 


Tuurspay, January 17, 1828. 


Mr. Simon N. Dexter again admitted and further examined: 

Question. Has any of the capital paid by the stockholders of the Oriskany Manufacturing Company, 
as appears from your former answers, been withdrawn from the business of manufacturing at any time 
and for any purpose ? 

Answer. None of the capital paid in has been withdrawn. 

Question. Were you and the other directors of the Oriskany factory of opinion, when the tariff of 
1824 was adopted, that it afforded a sufficfént protection to woolen goods? 

Answer. I was not of that opinion, and I believe the directors generally were not. I thought at the 
time that the amendments in the Senate of the United States to the tariff bill rendered the protection 
insufficient to the cloths we were manufacturing. 

Question. Did the directors of that factory, immediately after the passage of that act, invest an 
extensive amount of capital in the raw material and increase the number of their laborers ? 

Answer. They did not. We called for an instalment upon the shares that year to pay our debts, but 
we did not buy an unusual quantity of wool. Generally, in the summer, soon after shearing, we buy a 
supply for the year; we did no more that year to my recollection. The instalment above mentioned, I 
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eas, 
think, was called for before the passage of the tariff bill of 1824, and, I think, in July or August, 1893 
and made payable in or about January, 1824; but it might have been the year after. : 

Question. Can you state what was the cost of the establishment at Oriskany when it was put into 
operation, and also the net amount of sales annually? 

Answer. I cannot state the cost of the establishment when it went into operation. The first call 
upon the shares, of $37 50, had been paid in when I became a stockholder, which was from eight to ten 
years since. The factory was then in full operation. I cannot tell the precise net amount of sales of the 
factory annually. We sell a great many cloths for wool; the residue of our cloths are nearly all sold jn 
New York. From November 1, 1826, to November 1, 1827, I believe the whole amount of sales would 
be from $45,000 to $50,000. I think the amount of sales was probably $10,000 less the preceding year: 
the quantity of cloth sold being about the same, but the quality rather better in the latter year, Jy 
1827 the wool bore a less price, but labor, dye-stuffs, &c., were about the same in these two years. 

Question. Has it always been under the same management and direction that it is now; and have the 
stockholders in this company generally expressed themselves satisfied with its management ? 

Answer. The stockholders did complain of the management of the affairs of the company, and about 
seven or eight years ago the direction was changed, when I came in as a director; and soon after that 
time the agent was changed. Since then there has been no change of the direction, except by resigna- 
tion. In or about August, 1825, the agent was again changed, from a conviction on the part of the 
directors that he had not sufficient energy or skill to promote the interests of the company. 

Question. You have said that the company kept a store at the factory. Do they sell largely of their 
own fabrics to their laborers and to others at good profit, and to what extent ? 

Answer. A large proportion of the labor at the factory has heretofore been paid at their store. The 
company keep a general dry goods and grocery store, and have sold to the laborers at the usual profit of 
country trading stores. The company are now endeavoring to change this practice, and to pay cash for 
labor, but have not yet effected it. The practice is, to give the laborer a due bill, which is current at 
some of the neighboring stores for goods, as well as at the company’s store, which bills are redeemed at 
the factory in their cloths. The company do not now pay any more cash for labor than formerly. The 
agreement with the hands generally is to pay one-half cash; but the proportion of cash paid is usually not 
more than from one-third to two-fifths. The profits, if any, made by the company at the store, go into 
and form a part of the profits of the factory. 

Question. Are there different patents or descriptions of machinery for spinning wool; if yea, what 
patent or description is used in the Oriskany factory, and what patent or description is considered 
preferable? 

Answer. We have a patent machine for spinning at Oriskany, called a “Brewster.” We spin warp 
on this machine, and consider the mode a very good one. The machine, however, is subject to get out of 
repair. We also spin a part of the warp and all the filling in the usual mode. 

The honorable Mr. Storrs, a member of the House of Representatives from the State of New York, 
appeared in the committee room and signified a wish to the committee to propound to the witness, then 
under examination, (Mr. Dexter,) before he should be finally dismissed by the committee, certain inter- 
rogatories relating to subjects before the committee; whereupon it was 

Resolved, That the chairman be directed to address a note to Mr. Storrs, informing him that any 
interrogatories which he should please to deliver in writing to the chairman, by 10 o’clock to-morrow 
morning, to be propounded to Mr. Dexter, would be considered by the committee, and be put to the 
witness, if the committee should so order. 

The examination of Mr. Dexter was then resumed: 

Question. Have not manufactories which have been put into operation of late years commenced with 
machinery improved very far beyond the machinery of those factories which commenced ten or twelve 
years ago, and have the former great advantages over the latter from that cause ? 

Answer. They certainly have advantages. At the Oriskany manufactory we have made several 
improvements, and have in some instances discarded old machinery to make room for other of a more 
improved sort. 





Mr. Benjamin Bakewell admitted and sworn: 

Question. Would such an inerease of duty as would cause a material rise on low-priced cloths and 
other low-priced woolen goods injuriously affect the interests of the manufacturing classes, the artisans, 
mechanics, and laborers of your city? 

Answer. A heavy duty on the lowest priced woolen goods would operate oppressively upon the 
poorer classes of persons referred to in the city of Pittsburg, as woolens are indispensable for clothing 
in that climate. The reasons for my opinion are, that the person who has worn a fine coat may pay the 
same price and obtain a coarser one, but that the man who has worn that of the lowest price, must pay 
more to procure a coat, or have none. 

Question. Have there been, and are there now, any woolen manufactories at or near Pittsburg ? 

Answer. There are none in the city of Pittsburg of any considerable extent. There is one of conse- 
quence at Steubenville, at about forty miles from Pittsburg. There is one small woolen factory in the 
city, and one at about four miles distance. There is also one of considerable extent at Economy, about 
eighteen miles from Pittsburg. 

Question. Has the price of cotton and woolen goods varied for six or seven years past ? 

Answer. Being entirely out of the line of either business, I cannot answer the question. We are 
governed in our prices of these articles by the eastern prices; and if these articles have, during the time, 
varied in price at the east, they would, as a consequence, have varied with us. 

Question. Who would be most likely to be benefitted to tle greatest extent by an increase of duty on 
woolen goods—the manufacturer, the workmen, or the community generally ? 

Answer. If it be accompanied with an increase of the duty on wool, I think the farmer would be 
benefitted. As to the duty on woolen goods alone, I should think the manufacturer would reap the most 
of the benefit, although the business becoming better, it would benefit the workmen also; as, by the 
success of the master, the workmen would also do well. 
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Frivay, January 18, 1828. 


Hon. Aaron Tufts admitted and further examined: 

Question. Where do you reside ? 

Answer. In the town of Dudley, county of Worcester, State of Massachusetts. 

Question. Are you now, or have you lately been, concerned in the manufacture of wool; and if yea, 
when, for how long a time, and in what capacity? 

Answer. I am now and have been concerned in the manufacture of wool. I began the business in 
which I am now engaged in 1824, and have been interested ever since as a proprietor and agent of our 
establishment. 

Question. What is the name of the establishment in which you are or have been concerned, where is 
it situated, and is it an incorporated company or an individual interest ? 

Answer. It is usually called the “ Tufts’ Manufactory,” and is situated in the said town of Dudley. 
It was not an incorporated company practically until the first of July last, though we obtained an act 
of incorporation the last winter. On the first of July last we assumed the name of the “ Tufts’ Manu- 
facturing Company,” which is the corporate name, and since that time should be considered a corporate 
company. 

Question. What is the amount of capital employed in the manufactory of which you speak? 

Answer, The capital actually employed is $40,000. Previous to the first of July last the capital 
employed by the persons interested was about $40,000, of which about two-thirds was property actually 
paid in by the individuals interested, and the remaining one-third was by a loan to the company, paying 
an annual interest of six per cent. 

Question. When was the manufactory first put into operation; or, if an incorporated company, under 
its present charter ? 

Answer. In the summer of 1824. 
the third interrogatory. 

Question. Has it continued in operation from the time it was first started to the present time; if no, 
at what times and for what causes has it ceased its operations ? 

Answer. It has; but from June, 1826, to June, 1827, it was not carried on so extensively. During 
1825 we had a contract with a contractor to supply clothing for the Navy, and then found it necessary to 
employ others to do a portion of the work. After that time we used our own machinery. 

Question. What is the average expense per pound of cleaning, assorting, picking, oiling, carding, 
and converting the wool from the state in which it is purchased into rolls or bats ? 

Answer. 1 am not prepared to answer this question for the reason assigned in the latter part of my 
last answer. I believe no separate accounts of these processes are kept. 

Question. What is the average expense per pound of converting the rolls or bats into yarn, and of 
cleansing, sizing, and preparing the yarn for weaving ? 

Answer. I am, for the same reason, unable to answer the question. 

Question. What kinds of cloth do you usually manufacture ? 

Answer, Cassimeres and broadcloths exclusively, except when engaged in the contract fcr furnishing 
the Navy contractor, as before mentioned. 

Question. What quantity of wool is required to make one yard of each of the descriptions of cloth 
made at your factory; and what is the width, in the flannel, of each description of cloth? 

Answer. We estimate 24 pounds of wool (in the state we purchase it) for a yard of broadcloth. One- 
half the quantity is estimated for the yard of cassimere. It would be more likely to require less for the 
cassimere than go over that estimate. When the broadcloth comes from the loom it varies in width from 
103 to 11? quarters. The cassimeres from the loom average from 5} to 6 quarters. The broadcloths, 
when finished, are usually from 6 to 7 quarters. The cassimeres from 3 to 3} quarters. 

Question. What is thescost of weaving each yard of each description of cioth manufactured at the 
works referred to? 

Answer. We hire weavers by the yard, and pay according to the quality: broadcloths from 9 to 15 
cents; cassimeres from 6 to 11 cents per yard; the weaver finding himself, and his duty is to attend 

exclusively to the loom. Our broadcloths are wove partly by the hand and partly by the power loom. 
The cassimeres are all wove in the hand loom. 

And then the committee adjourned until to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock. 


The latter part of this question I have answered in my answer to 


Sarvrpay, January 19, 1828. 


Hon. Aaron Tufts again admitted and further examined: 

Question. What is the cost per yard of scouring, fulling, dyeing, dressing, and otherwise preparing 
for the market each yard for each description of cloth before described ? 

Answer. I cannot answer this question, for the reason heretofore assigned. 

Question. What is, and has been for the last three years, the value per yard, at the factory, of each 
description of cloth so made? 

Answer. We never sell any of consequence at the factory, and there are no settled prices at that 
place. Our sales are generally made in Boston at private sale. The goods we sold in 1825 were from 
25 to 30 per cent. higher than the sales at any time since. I speak from memory entirely. My impression 
is that our broadcloths sold, on the average, in 1825, at $3 per yard, net, after deducting the 
commissions on the sales. The cassimeres, in the same year, sold, after the same deductions, at from 
$1 25 to $1 30 per yard. From June 1, 1826, to July 1, 1827, the broadcloths average about $2, 
net sales, and the cassimeres abeut 80 cents, net sales. The qualities and colors did not vary materially 
from the cloths sold in 1825. The sales spoken of were at the wholesale prices. 

Question. Are there different patents or descriptions of machinery for spinning wool; if yea, what 
patent or description is used in the factory of which you speak, and what patent or description is 
considered preferable ? 

Answer. There are different kinds of machinery used in spinning wool. 
other are jennies. We use the latter,’and they are generally considered preferable. 
the Brewster, and they have been laid aside by many as inferior to the other. 


One is called Brewster’s, the 
We have never used 
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Question. What officers, agents, clerks, and superintendents are employed in the factory of which you 
speak, and what wages or salaries to each? 

Answer. We employ a clerk, whose wages, beside his board, in 1825 were $200, and in 1826 were 
$250. I have acted as agent myself, and I shall charge the company $1,000 annually for my services, 
The three other proprietors are constantly employed in the business, and should, in my opinion, charge the 
company, each, $500 annually. No adjustment has actually taken place, but this, in my opinion, would 
be the just rate of compensation, 

Question. What number of hands are employed in the same factory; what are their descriptions—ag 
men, women, boys, and girls, and what wages are paid for their services ? 

Answer. The number has varied from fifty to sixty. At this time there are 27 able-bodied men, 
including the three proprietors, 19 women, and 7 children from 11 to 15 years of age. Most of the men 
work by the piece, and there is some difficulty in fixing their daily wages; but, in estimating their monthl 
wages I find that the average of their daily wages is not far from 78 cents, and they find themselves, Ip 
the same way I come to the conclusion that the women and children receive for their labor $2 334 per 
week, and they board themselves. 

Question. What are the usual working hours of the hands in your factory ? 

Answer. In the summer they usually work from sunrise until sundown, except when at their meals, 
which consume about 1$ hour. This continues about six months. During the other six months they 
usually work from sunrise in the morning until 8 o’clock in the evening, allowing the same time as before 
for meals. 

(Juestion. Have there been any dividends made upon the stock of your manufacturing company at any 
time ; if yea, at what times, and to what amount? 

Answer. We have made no dividends, nor has anything been withdrawn as profits; but, in bringing 
up our accounts of manufacturing to July 1, 1827, we found we had sustained a loss of a little rising 
$5,000, without any allowance for interest upon the capital. The factory does some custom business, 
which is not taken into the manufacturing account. This business done by the factory would diminish 
to some extent the loss before stated, but to what extent I have no means of ascertaining. The above 
loss is ascertained from the balance of the accounts of wool purchased by the company, and manufactured 
on their own account, and the whole loss, I think, occurred during the year 1826, and that part of 1827 
up to Ist of July. I think no loss was sustained prior to January 1, 1826. The custom business we do 
is a fair business. The interest upon that part of the capital borrowed by the company is paid out of the 
business, and is brought into the account to make the sum before stated. The factory is kept insured, 
which we charge; and there was a loss from bad debts of about $700. The residue of the loss cannot be 
accounted for, but by the badness of the business. 

Question. Did you attend the Committee on Manufactures, at the last session of Congress, as one of a 
deputation; if so, by whom were you deputed; who were associated with you; and for what purpose 
was the deputation sent here? 

Answer. I did attend at the last session of Congress, as one of a deputation from the manufacturers 
of wool and wool-growers of Massachusetts. Mr. Bates, now of the House of Representatives, and Mr, 
Brown, of Boston, were my only associates. The deputation was sent to represent to the Congress of the 
United States the depressed state of the woolen manufacture, the consequent low price of wool, the great 
influx of foreign woolen goods, as connected with that subject, and to obtain further protection to the 
wool-growers and manufacturers of woolens. The deputation did appear before the Committee on Manu- 
factures of the House of Representatives. 

Question. Is your machinery moved by water-power; and if so, does it ever fail from drought or 
frost ? 

Answer. It is; and we have no impediment from drought or frost. The reason I assign for our 
freedom from trouble by frost is, that our factory is situated at the outlet of a pond formed mostly by 
springs, and the wheel does not collect frost. 

Question. 1s there in your vicinity any machinery for the manufacture of wool now unemployed, 
and to what extent ? 

Answer. I believe there is; but I have no means of ascertaining to what extent. I think, however, 
to a considerable extent. 

Question. Of the capital employed in your establishment, what proportion did the real estate, build- 
ings, and machinery form ? 

Answer. I should think the real estate, buildings, and machinery were, when we commenced business, 
worth rising $10,000, of which the machinery probably constituted $5,000. 

Question. Has not real estate generally suffered a great deterioration in value, as well as every other 
species of property, within the last two, three, or four years ? 

Answer. 1 should not think that, within the time referred to, there had been a deterioration of the 
property mentioned in the question in my section of the country. The reason I assign is, that there are 
in that neighborhood a large number of cotton and woolen manufactories, which consume the produce of 
the farmers in that section of country, as well as large quantities of flour and other provisions brought 
from the southern and middle States. 

Question. In making your estimate of losses do you value your real estate, buildings, &c., at what 
they cost, or at what would be a fair price for them now, compared with the relative value of other 
property ? 

Answer. We value the buildings at what would be their depreciated value by natural decay; and we 
also value the machinery with reference to its natural wear. Our manner of valuation is to deduct the 
estimated wear, casualties, and natural decay, from the cost, to arrive at the present value. These esti- 
mates enter into the account in making up the profit and loss account. 

(Question. What quantity have you usually manufactured in the year; and do you generally find ready 
sales at those prices which the articles command ? 

Answer. It would vary from 5,000 to 6,000 yards of broadcloths, and from 15,000 to 17,000 yards of 
cassimeres. In 1825 the sales were quite ready; in 1826 they were very dull; in 1827, at the prices the 
articles commanded, they were pretty ready, but the prices were no better, except that, in some instances, 
the sales were made upon shorter credits. The profits in 1827 have been better than in 1826. In 1827 
we did more work on contract than we did in 1826, which further mended the business. 

_. Question. Did you manufacture the same articles the last year as the first year of your operations, or 
did you manufacture yarn, &c., in 1826 and 1827? 
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Answer. They were of the same kind. 
Question. Were not manufacturers of woolens doing a better business previous to 1824 than they 
have done since? 

Answer. I am not competent to answer the question; as at that time I was not engaged in the busi- 
ness. On the passage of the tariff bill of 1824 I thought the business would be placed on a permanent 
footing, not anticipating that the British would repeal their wool laws or evade the payment of duties, 
and so deprive us of the benefits of that bill; and but for the repeal of their laws and the evasions of the 
duties, my opinion is that the present duties would furnish sufficient protection. 

Question. Are there not many manufacturers who began at an unfortunate period, and whose invest- 
ments have been so injudicious that no increase of duty can restore their losses ? 

Answer. I am not personally acquainted with any in my section of country who are in that situation. 

Question. Are not many of the factories which are now suffering and complaining founded on bor- 
rowed capital ? 

Answer. I do not know that fact. I think, generally, that in Massachusetts it is otherwise. 

Question, Can you say what number of companies have been incorporated in Massachusetts within 
the last four years, and the extent of their capital ? 

Answer. I cannot. There have been some incorporations during that time of woolen manufacturing 
companies, but I cannot state the number. I should think it has been small. A number of companies, 
before concerned in manufacturing as joint partners, have within a few years obtained acts of incorpora- 
tion for the convenience of doing their business. 

Question. Are there not at this time many, and if yea, how many, applications before the Legisla- 
ture of Massachusetts for the incorporation of cotton or woolen manufacturing companies ? 

Answer. I was, when I left Massachusetts, chairman of the Committee on Manufactures of the Senate 
of that State, and had in my hands as such, I think, four applications for new charters for manufacturing 
companies, one of which was for the manufacturing of carpets; the other three were for manufactures of 
cotton. The woolen application was from a company who had been some time engaged in the carpet 
manufacture. 

Question. Did you sign any petition to the last Congress on the subject of woolen goods; if you did, 
was that petition for an increase of duty, or did it only pray for the security of the present duty, by 
changing it from an ad valorem to a square yard duty? 

Answer. If I signed any, and | think it probable I did, it was for a square yard instead of an 
ad valorem duty; and my impression is that it was intended for the purpose of securing the payment of 
the existing duties principally. The effect of a change from an ad valorem to a square yard duty would, 
in my opinion, necessarily be to increase the duties, and, so far as that consequence would follow, I was 
last winter in favor of an increase of duty, as I believed this to be the only effectual mode of securing the 
payment of the present duties. I did also think that a further increase should be made equal to the effect 
of the repeal of the British import and export duties upon wool. 

Question. How long have the oldest woolen factories within your knowledge been in operation; and 
have they, from time to time, increased their capital ? 

Answer. I believe the oldest woolen factory of any considerable extent in Massachusetts is Colonel 
Shepherd’s, of Northampton. Colonel Shepherd himself is here, and can give an account of this 
establishment. 

Question. Is it not a fact that small establishments, under the immediate care of the proprietors 
themselves, have generally done better business than incorporated or joint stock companies ? 

Answer. My opinion is that woolen manufactories, like all other branches of business, do best under 
the immediate superintendence of the proprietor. I do not now recollect but one in Massachusetts which 
is not superintended by some person interested as part proprietor, if not sole owner. I think woolen 
manufactories of medium size and capital generally do the best. 

Question. Do the Massachusetts manufacturers of coarse cloths and cassimeres feel the effect of 
mutual competition ? 

Answer. I should think not to any great extent. In the article of satinets domestic competition has 
been felt, and the reason I would assign is that the square yard duty upon cottons has excluded the 
foreign article, and hence the domestic costs but about one-third of the former price. 

Question. Has any part of the machinery added to your factory since you commenced operations been 
paid for out of the business of the factory; and if so, to what extent ? 

Answer. None of it has been paid for out of the business of manufacturing to any considerable 
extent. 

Question. Can you form any opinion what quantity of woolens are consumed in the United States; or 
have you any opinion of their estimated value compared with what is imported ? 

Answer. I think that four-fifths at least of all the woolen goods consumed in the country are of 
domestic manufacture. I should think the whole value of consumption in the United States would be 
equal to $50,000,000. 

Question. Can you form any opinion as to the relative value between the amount manufactured and 
that imported ? 

Answer. I think that the relative values and quantities of domestic woolen goods and those imported 
will not materially vary from each other. 


Monpay, January 21, 1828. 


Colonel James Shepherd admitted and further examined: 

Question. Where do you reside ? 

Answer. In the town of Northampton, Hampshire county, Massachusetts. 

Question. Are you now, and have you lately been, concerned in the manufacture of wool? 

Answer. Iam now concerned in that manufacture, and have been sv concerned since the year 1809; 
in the first place as principal owner, afterwards as a member of a company; then for a time again as sole 
owner, and in 1826 as a member of a company, but during the whole period as the active superintendent 
of the manufactory. 

_ _ Question. What is the name of the establishment in which you are or have been concerned; where is 
It situated; and is it an incorporated company or an individual interest ? 
Answer. The company was incorporated in 1809 or 1810, by the name of the “Northampton Cotton 
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and Woolen Manufacturing Company;” but the business was not carried on under that charter at all 
either as an individual or copartnership interest, until 1826, when the charter was renewed, the capital 
increased, and the name changed to “The Shepherd Woolen Manufacturing Company;” since which time 
the business has been done under the charter. : 

Question. What is the amount of capital invested in the manufactory of which you speak ? 

Answer. The capital now actually employed is $180,000, of which $80,000 is vested in real estate and 
machinery, and $50,000 is active capital. 

Question. When was the manufactory first put into operation; or, if an incorporated company, under 
its present charter ? 

Answer. We acted under the present charter first on the Ist of January, 1826; but the same esta). 
lishment, without a charter, has been in operation since 1809. 

Question. Has it continued in operation from the time it was first started to the present time; if no 
at what times and for what causes has it ceased its operations ? ; 

Answer. It has until Ist January, 1827; but for about fifteen or eighteen months immediately after 
the close of the late war the factory ceased to manufacture cloths from its own stock, and manufactured 
the wool of others upon contract. On the Ist January, 1827, on bringing up our account, we found we 
had sustained great losses, but we concluded to go on for six months longer, to see if there would not be a 
change. We therefore continued to the Ist July, 1827, and found there was a continued loss; and we 
then determined to suspend operations, and did so, except to close the then existing business and 
contracts. 

Question. What is the average expense per pound of cleaning, assorting, picking, carding, and con- 
verting the wool from the state in which it is purchased into rolls or bats ? 

Answer. We make no such division of labor, and therefore have no account for these separate charges, 
Our process is, first, assorting, for which we pay the man who assorts it one and one-half cent per pound; 
but as there is a superintendent of this branch who is paid, we estimate the whole cost of assorting at 
two cents per pound. The expense of roving, which comprises oiling, carding, roping, &c., comprises all 
the expense from sorting to its delivery to the spinner, for which we pay six cents per pound for fine 
work, and for middling five cents. We do no coarse work. Spinning is the next process, and for this we 
pay for the finest of warp fourteen cents per pound, and for filling, of the same quality, seven cents per 
pound. For the second quality of wool, twelve cents per pound; and for the filling of the same quality, 
six cents per pound. For the third quality of warp, ten cents per pound; and for the filling of the same 
quality, five cents per pound. For the fourth quality, which is the lowest we spin, eight cents for warp, 
and four cents for the filling. Some machinery has of late been brought into operation which diminishes 
the expense of spinning the third and fourth qualities, as here classed, fifty per cent. or more. We have 
for some five or six years past used these machines to spin these qualities. Others have used them for 
the finer qualities of spinning, and think well of them. Our machines are five or six years old, and 
great improvements have since been made. The machinery in use at our establishment, although good, 
is more expensive than that which is used by many others, because the one requires the labor of a man, 
whose wages are higher than the wages of girls, who attend the others. Machinery for the lower sorts 
are called the “Brewster.” We use the jennies for the finer qualities. 

Question. What is the average expense per pound of converting the rolls or bats into yarn, and of 
cleansing, sizing, and preparing the yarn for weaving ? 

Answer. The last answer has given the whole expense to the yarn. Warping and dressing follow 
next after spinning, and for these we have put into use newly invented machinery, which has lessened 
the expense 75 per cent. and reduced these items, collectively, to 14 cent per pound for fine broadcloth 
twelve quarters wide. 

Question. What kinds of cloth do you usually manufacture ? 

Answer. Broadcloths and cassimeres. 

Question. What quantity of wool is required to make one yard of each of the descriptions of cloth 
made at your factory; and what is the width, in the flannel, of each description of cloth? 

Answer. During a period of six months I find the average quantity of American and Saxony wool to 
be 21 pounds to a yard of broadcloth. When made of Spanish wool, two pounds is sufficient. We make a 
finer and lighter quality of cloth than many other manufacturers. It requires about half the quantity of 
wool to the yard of cassimere, which is about 5} quarters in width, when it comes from the loom. The 
broadcloth, when ready for market, is 7 quarters wide; the cassimere from 26 to 28 inches. 

Question. What is the cost of weaving each yard of cach description of cloth manufactured at the 
works referred to ? 

Answer. We have paid two prices. Before the power looms came into use we paid from 18 to 28 cents 
per yard. Since the power looms have been put into operation the weaving in these looms costs but ten 
cents per yard for weaving broadcloth. The cassimeres cost half that price. 

Question. What is the cost per yard of scouring, fulling, dyeing, dressing, and otherwise preparing 
for the market each yard of each description of cloth before described ? 

Answer. One man is able to scour all the cloth of our establishment, and we pay him $21 per month, 
including his board. It formerly cost double that sum. The fulling requires a man and a boy; the man 
is paid $32 per month, and the boy $16 per month, including their board. Raising or napping, which is 
commonly called gigging, comes next in the operation. This requires one superintendent, who receives 
$26 per month, and $6 per month for his board; and nine young men, who receive on an average $14 
per month, and their board included. There is also a teazle setter, whose duty it is to prepare the teazles 
for napping, who receives $10 per month, and his board, which is $6. The cloth is then ready for 
shearing, which requires one superintendent, at $32, and seven girls, at $8 per month, including board; and 
these attend to 20 pair of shears. There are seven other girls employed in burling, linting, and marking 
the cloth, who receive also $8 per month, board included. A pressman and a boy are also necessary; the 
man receives $24, the boy $14 per month, inclusive of board. All colors, except black, are dyed as soon 
as the wool is assorted; black is dyed after the cloth undergoes the process of fulling. The prices for 
dyeing vary. Blue costs 60 cents per yard; blacks and all other colors ten cents per yard. 

_ Question. What are, and have been for the last three years, the values per yard, at the factory, of 
each description of cloth so made ? 

Answer. Our cloths are not sold at the factory, but in the Boston market. I have not an account of 
our sales with me, and therefore cannot speak with accuracy; but, from recollection, I should think we 
sold our first quality blue broadcloths, of Saxony wool, at from $6 to $7 per yard, in 1825. The 
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same quality blacks were sold at the same prices that year. In 1826 the same qualities and colors 
were sold at about $5 50 to $6 50 per yard. In 1827 the sales were at about the same prices, but 
more ready sales, and on shorter credits. The finest cloths of the above description, made of American 
wool, will average about $1 per yard less than those made of Saxony, for each year. These cloths are 
made of the first and second qualities in the assorting. Prime and picklock are worked together, and 
are about equal to Saxony. ‘The prices of cassimeres are generally about half those of broadcloths, of 
the same qualities and descriptions of wool, at the same times. The lowest quality of blue broadcloths 
made at our factory sold in 1825 at about $3 per yard, and the lowest blacks at about $2 50 per yard. 
In 1826 the same cloths sold at about $2 75 for blue, and about $2 25 for blacks. All the coarse cloths 
are made of American wool. In 1827 the same coarse blues were worth $2 50, and the blacks about $1 75. 

Question. Are there different patents or descriptions of machinery for spinning wool ; if yea, what 
patent or description is used in the factory of which you speak, and what patent or description is 
considered preferable ? 

Answer. There are two descriptions of machinery, the one called the “jenny,” the other a patent 
called the “ Brewster.” We spin about two-thirds of our yarn upon the jenny, and one-third upon the 
Brewster. As to which is preferable there is a great variety of opinion. It is generally conceded that 
the Brewster is preferable for coarse yarns, but for fine yarns I consider the jenny preferable. 

Question. What officers, agents, clerks, and superintendents are employed in the factory of which you 
speak; and at what wages or salaries to each? 

Answer. Myself and brother are the superintending agents of our factory, and we jointly receive 24 
per cent. upon the gross amount of the sales as our compensation for these services. This has been the case 
only from the Ist January, 1826. I cannot tell the amount this per centage will come to annually, as I 
have not the account of sales; but as nearly as I can calculate for the 18 months from 1st January, 1826, 
to lst July, 1827, the whole we shall receive for superintendence will be about $2,300 or $2,400. We 
also employ a clerk, at a salary of $500 annually, and he boards himself; a superintendent of the cards, 
at $39 per month, including board; and two superintendents of looms, at $24 each per month, including 
board. These are all who can be considered as officers. 

Question. What number of hands are employed in the same factory; what are their descriptions—as 
men, women, boys, and girls; and what wages are paid for their services? 

Answer. The whole number employed is 120. Of these, 32 are men, the average price of whose labor 
is $21 per month; 16 young men, from 18 to 20 years of age, at $14 per month; 16 boys, from 8 to 12 
years of age, at $6 per month; and 54 girls, or young women, at $13 per month. In all these instances, 
board is included in the prices given, at the rate of $1 50 per week for men and $1 per week for boys 
and girls. 

Question. What are the usual working hours of the hands in your factory? 

Answer. In the summer the hands work from sunrise until sunset, deducting one hour for the two 
meals of breakfast and dinner; this continues for six months. In the six succeeding months we begin at 
daylight, and work until eight o’clock at night, deducting one hour for the same two meals. 

(Juestion. Have there been any dividends made upon the stock of your manufacturing company at any 
time; if yea, at what times and to what amount? , 

Answer. There have been no dividends made since the company was incorporated 111826. Before 
that period Mr. Robbins and myself were alone concerned, and we made it a very fair business from 1809 
to 1824, and 1825 was also a tolerable year. Since that time it has been a losing concern. 

Question. Was your machinery moved by water-power; and if so, did it ever fail from drought or 
frost? 

Answer. It was moved by water-power. We never experienced any considerable inconvenience, 
either by drought or frost. 

Question. Is there in your vicinity any machinery for the manufacture of wool now unemployed; and 
to what extent? 

Answer. My own is idle, but I know of no other in that neighborhood. We manufactured 250 pounds 
of wool a day when in full operation. 

Question. What quantity of cloths have you usually manufactured in the year; and do you generally 
find ready sales at those prices which the articles command? 

Answer. During the year 1826 we wove a number of yards equal to 39,600 of broadcloth. Of this 
quantity about nine-tenths were broadcloths in fact; the other tenth was of cassimere. Two yards of 
cassimere is called equal to one yard of broadcloth. In 1825 the sales were ready; in 1826 they were 
dull; in 1827 the sales were quick, but without an advance of price. On the whole, business was better 
in the year 1827 than in 1826. The low prices of 1826 induced us to hold back, and we did not sell more 
than one-fourth of what was wove, and, in consequence of it, the sales of 1827 were much larger than those 
of the preceding year; and we have now nearly sold off the stock. ; 

Question. Were not manufacturers of woolens generally doing a better business previous to 1824 than 
they have done since; and were they not then doing well? 

Answer. They were, as far as my knowledge extends. We were doing a better business previous to 
the tariff of 1824 than we have done since. Previous to the tariff of 1824 I think the business was a fair 
business, and nothing more, for some years. 

Question. Are there not many manufacturers who began at an unfortunate period, and whose invest- 
ments have been so injudicious that no increase of duty can restore their losses? 

Answer. I know but one only. 

Question. Are not many of the factories which are now suffering and complaining founded on bor- 
rowed capital? 

Answer. Most of the factories on an extensive scale are incorporated; and I think their stock has 
ate been paid in. Whether the stockholders borrowed the money paid in I cannot pretend to 
snow. 

Question. Can you say what number of companies have been incorporated in Massachusetts within 
the last four years, and the extent of their capital? 

Answer. I cannot. In the woolen business I know of but two or three. 

Question. Did you sign any petition to the last Congress on the subject of woolen goods; and if you 
did, was that petition for an increase of duty, or did it only pray for the security of the present duty by 
changing it from an ad valorem to a square yard duty? 
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Answer. I signed a petition last year, which will best speak for itself; but I suppose it prayed for a 
specific or square yard duty, as my opinion is that no other duty will be available to the manufacturers. 
The reason of this opinion is the difficulty, if not impossibility, of determining the quality of goods by 
appraisers. We did think the present duty sufficient, if collected; but the increase of duty on wool in 
this country, and the repeal of the British duties, destroyed to the manufacturers all the benefit of the 
tariff of 1824. The duty upon imported wool, by the tariff of 1824, was very injurious to manufacturers, 

Question. Is it not a fact that small establishments, under the immediate care of the proprietors 
themselves, have generally done better business than incorporated or joint stock companies ? 

Answer. I cannot say it is, from my observation, The companies with large capitals, in man 
respects, have advantages over the small establishments, and are generally able to go into the market and 


do better. 
Question. Do the Massachusetts manufacturers of coarse cloths and cassimeres feel the effect of 


competition ? 

Answer. They do, so as far as they are nearly able to supply the market; and if a small amount of 
the foreign article is thrown into market, making a surplus, the whole price is depressed, and our manu- 
facturers lose largely, while the foreign manufacturer loses but little. 

Question. Do purchasers generally prefer English goods, of the same quality and prices, to the 
American manufacture ? 

Answer. They do. I consider the prejudices more than 25 per cent. against the domestic article. 

Question. What is the reason given by them for that preference; do they not complain of the 
inferiority of your dyes compared with the English colors ? 

Answer. No complaint is now made against our dyes, other than against the blues, by good judges, 
Our other dyes are as good or better than the English. 

Question. Was the depression in the price of woolens in the years 1825 and 1826 in any great degree 
occasioned by excessive importations of the merchants in anticipation of the expected increase of price 
in cloths from the provisions of the tariff passed in 1824, but going into effect in 1825? 

Answer. I cannot say that the depression arose from the cause suggested in the question. 

Question. Of an equal quality of wool, at present prices in England and the United States, can the 
English manufacturer make a cheaper fabric than can be made in the United States; if so, how much 
cheaper ? 

Answer. The difference in the price of the fabric would be the difference of the price of wool, in my 
opinion, as I think we can manufacture it as cheap as they can. 

Question. Are you acquainted with Josiah Pomeroy, of Pittsfield, Massachusetts; does he manufac- 
ture woolen goods, and where does he sell them ? 

Answer. I am acquainted with Josiah Pomeroy, of Pittsfield, Massachusetts, and know that he does 
manufacture woolen goods. The majority of his goods, as I am informed, is sold at West Point, as 
clothing for the cadets at the military school. I understand that the amount he sells there is about 
$6,000 annually, which he sells at $4 25 or $4 50 per yard. The same quality of goods are worth at 
New York or Boston about $2 75 per yard. 

Question. In what sections of the country are your woolens generally consumed ? 

Answer. Fshould think that three-fourths of all the goods I manufacture are bought by the merchants 
and merchant tailors of Boston, and sold in that neighborhood. We sell a few in Philadelphia, and also 
a few in New York. 

Question. Is the ad valorem duty on woolen goods evaded, and in what way? 

Answer. I cannot answer. 

Question. Will cloths well finished, and well baled or boxed, on arriving in New York or Boston, 
require to be brushed or finished over to give them a better appearance ? 

Answer. They do not require any brushing over. They will retain all their finish, and often are 
supposed by the voyage to assume a softer and finer feeling. 

(Juestion. Can you state the amount of your losses from the 1st of January, 1826, to the time of your 
stopping business; and what part of that loss, if any, is to be attributed to the closing of your business 
at that time ? 

Answer. We lost between those periods, or rather from 1st January to the present time, $30,000. 
None of that loss is to be attributed to the closing of our business. I know of many others who have 
sustained as great and even greater losses; but I do not know of any person in the woolen manufacture 
who has made anything within the same period. The cause of these losses I assign to be the low price 
of our cloths in the market. Five hundred dollars would cover all our bad debts. 

Question. You say that you began to manufacture in the year 1809; have you been engaged in any 
other business, and what was it, during that time ? 

: Answer. My whole time has been devoted to the manufacturing business, and to keeping my flocks 
of sheep. 

Question. What proportion does your present property bear to what you were worth when you began 
business in 1809. 

Answer, I have gained in property during that time, but I have made most of the gain by the rise in 
the value of real estate I had bought, and by my sheep. I believe that Iam now worth double what I 
was when I began manufacturing; but I have made more from lands and sheep than from manufacturing 
during the whole time. I sold ashare of my stock to my present partners, in 1825, at its par value, 
when, a short time afterward, it would not have sold for near as much. 

Question. What is the relative weight between the scoured wool, as delivered for manufacture, and 
the product when finished in cloth ? 

Answer. To make broadcloth of thick felt, of the usual width of 7-4, I give out eighty pounds of 
scoured wool; this yields forty-four yards of finished cloth, which weighs fifty pounds with its listing. 
The cloth of thin felt requires seventy-five pounds of wool, which makes forty-four yards of cloth, and 
weighs from forty-four to forty-six pounds when finished. One hundred pounds of unwashed merino wool, 
as shorn unwashed from the sheep, usually loses, in the processes of washing and scouring, about fifty 
pounds. When washed on the sheep’s back it loses about twenty-five pounds in the scouring. 

Question. What other materials, except wool, do you use in manufacturing, and in what quantities? 
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Answer. In the manufacture of 46,084 yards of broadcloth we made use of the following articles, viz: 


102,159 pounds wool. 
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52,354 weight of cloth manufactured from the above foreign wool, and 70,419 pounds of American wool. 
The witness here desired that his answer to the 26th interrogatory may be corrected so as to read 
“one-half,” instead of “ one-fourth,” as stated in that answer, in relation to the duty imposed by the tariff 


of 1824 on imported wool. 
Turspay, January 22, 1828. 


William Phillips admitted and further examined: 

Question. Where do you reside ? 

Answer. I reside in Wallkill, Orange county, New York. 

Question. Are you now and have you lately been concerned in the manufacture of wool? And if yea, 
when, for how long a time, and in what capacity ? 

Answer. I am now and have been engaged in the manufacture of wool since 1810 or 1811. I began 
on a small scale, but increased the establishment from time to time since the late war. I own three-fourths 
and my brother one-fourth. I have the general superintendence. The son of my brother is engaged in 
the same character, to a more limited extent. 

Question. What is the name of the establishment in which you are or have been concerned ? Where 
is it situated; and is it an incorporated company or an individual interest ? 

Answer. We have not been incorporated. The factory is known as the “ Phillipsburg Factory.” 

Question. What is the amount of the capital invested in the manufactory of which you speak ? 

Answer. We estimate the whole capital employed at $20,000. This estimate embraces the real estate, 
water privilege, buildings, and machinery. In addition to this, we estimate the active capital at $11,000. 

Question. When was the manufactory first put into operation; or, if an incorporated company, under 
its present charter ? 

Answer. I have already said in the year 1810 or 1811. 

Question. Has it continued in operation from the time it was started to the present time? If no, at 
what times and for what causes has it ceased its operations? 

Answer. It has been continued in the manner referred to in my answer to the second interrogatory. 
The principal extension or enlargements were first made in 1815, and again in 1825, 1826, and 1827. 

Question. What kinds of cloth do you generally manufacture ? 

Answer. We have made little or nothing else except broadcloth within the last three years. 

Question. What quantity of wool is required to make one yard of each of the descriptions of cloth 
made at your factory; and what is the width, in the flannel, of each description of cloth ? 

Answer. It requires 23 pounds of the wool, when washed on the sheep, to make a yard of broadcloth, 
including the listing. When the cloth leaves the loom it is from 10 to 114 quarters in width. When 


finished it is from six to seven quarters wide. 
Question. What is, and has been for the last three years, the value per yard, at the factory, of each 


description of cloth so made ? 

Answer. We sell but little at the factory. In 1825 we sold, in New York, our fancy colors at from 
$2 25 to $2 75 per yard. The blues from $3 25 to $3 50. These were the prices at auction, and we con- 
sidered them fair sales. In the spring of 1826 I sold some at auction for $2 25, when I stopped the sales. 
In the September following, some of the same kinds of cloths were again offered at auction, and brought 
only from $1 87 to $1 81 per yard. There was a loss that year from 75 to 100 cents on the yard of blue. 
In 1827 the blues sold from $2 25 to $2 50, and the fancy colors from $1 75 to $2, and these are the prices 
which they now command at auction. 

Question. Are there different patents or descriptions of machinery for spinning wool? If yea, what 
patent or description is used in the factory of which you speak; and what patent or description is 
considered preferable ? 

Answer. We use the jenny for spinning. 
having never used the latter. ; 

Question What officers, agents, clerks, and superintendents are used in the factory of which you 
speak; and at what wages or salaries to each ? ; 

Answer. I am the superintendent, together with my nephew. I charge nothing to the establishment 
for my services; but, in the estimate of the value of profit or loss of the establishment, I put them down 
at $600 or $700. No clerk or agent is employed. 

Question. What number of hands is employed in the same factory? What are their descriptions—as 
men, women, boys, and girls—and what wages are paid for their services ? 

Answer. We usually employed twenty-five persons during the last summer, and I believe we have 
now twenty-six. Of these, eleven are men, at an average of $26 per month; two men, at $20 per month; 
four boys, at $7 per month; three women, at $7 per month; one man, at $30; two, at $20; and three 
others, at $18 per month—board included in all cases. 

Question. What are the usual working hours of the hands in your factory ? 

Answer. In the summer we begin work at about sunrise, and continue until about sunset, allowing 
half an hour for breakfast, and from one hour to one and a half hour for dinner. In the winter we begin 
as soon as possible after light, and work until about 9 o’clock at night, allowing about half an hour for meals. 

Question. Is there in your vicinity any machinery for the manufacture of wool now unemployed; and 


I am unable to say whether it is preferable to the Brewster, 





to what extent ? 
von. v——103 B 








818 FINANCE [No. 843, 





Answer. I believe that there are some establishments which have curtailed their business, but I do 
not know to what extent. 

Question. Have you made any profits or sustained any losses by your establishment for each of the 
last three years ? 

Answer. I considered the business a fair one. In 1826 it was intolerably bad. In 1827 I suffered 
loss by the business, but it was better than in 1826, by reason that the price of wool was lower, and the 
fabric sold at nearly the same prices. My losses have not been from any bad debts. Should I continue 
business, at present prices of the raw material, and prices of the fabric, I must wholly fail. 

(Juestion. Has not real estate suffered a great deterioration in value, as well as every other species 
of property, within the last two, three, or four years ? 

Answer. I cannot say that it has in Orange county. 

Question. What quantity of cloths have you usually manufactured in the year; and do you generally 
find ready sales at those prices which the articles command ? 

Answer. I will not pretend to state the quantity precisely; but I think, in 1825 and 1826, we made 
about 5,000 yards each year. We are now making at the rate of 10,000 or 11,000 yards per annum. The 
sales, at the prices which the articles commanded, were ready. 

Question. Were not manufacturers of woolens generally doing a better business previous to 1824 
than they have done since ? 

Answer. I considered the business fair, or profitable, in 1815. In 1816 it grew worse, and continued 
to decline until 1818. From this latter period until 1824 the variation was not considerable, and wag 
generally during that time about in the same situation. 

Question. Is it not a fact that small establishments, under the immediate care of the proprietors them- 
selves, have generally done better business than incorporated or joint stock companies ? 

Answer. I cannot say that I know of any material success attending the one or the other. 

(Juestion. Do the New York manufacturers of coarse cloths and cassimeres feel the effect of mutual 
competition ? 

Answer. The domestic manufacture, as well as the importations, affect the price of the articles 
manufactured. 

Question. Do purchasers generally ‘prefer English goods, of the same quality and prices, to the 
American manufacture ? 

Answer. In the country I hear of no particular preference. In the cities the preference is given to 
imported cloths, as I believe, by the industry of foreigners endeavoring to excite prejudices against 
American manufactures. 

Question. What is the reason given by them for that preference? Did they not complain of the 
inferiority of your dyes compared with the English colors ? 

Answer. | am not aware of any objection of this sort by the country people who wear the cloths. There 
are objections in the cities, proceeding from the same quarter that I have referred to in the last answer, 

Question. Of an equal quality of wool, at present prices in England and the United States, can the English 
manufacturer make a cheaper fabric than can be made in the United States? Ifso, how much cheaper? 

Answer. I cannot answer that question. 

Question. Is the ad valorem duty on woolen goods evaded; and in what way ? 

Answer. I have no certain knowledge on this subject ? 

Question. Will cloths well finished, and well baled or boxed, on arriving in New York or Boston, 
require to be brushed or finished over to give them a better appearance ? 
Answer. They will not. 


Wepnespay, January 23, 1828. 


Abraham Marland, of Andover, Essex county, Massachusetts, admitted and further examined: 

Question. Are you now and have you lately been concerned in the manufacture of wool? If yea, 
when, for how long a time, and in what capacity ? 

Answer. I am a manufacturer of wool, and in a small way; have been ever since 1808 or 1809, princi- 
pally as sole proprietor of my own works, and on my own account. 

Question. What is the name of the establishment in which you are or have been concerned; where 
is it situated; and is it an incorporated company or an individual interest ? 

Answer. It is an individual interest; and situated at Andover aforesaid. I have no particular name 
for my factory. 

Question. What is the amount of capital invested in the manufactory of which you speak ? 

Answer. The capital which I have invested in this establishment amounts to $42,000, of which $11,000 
are partly in real estate, in buildings and in machinery, the residue is active capital. The other part of 
the real estate, the water privilege, and some of the buildings, belong to another person, under whom I 
hold by a lease. 

(Juestion. Has your factory been in operation from the time it was first started to the present time; 
if no, at what times, and for what causes, has it ceased its operations ? 

Answer. It has been constantly in operation. 

Question. What kinds of cloth do you usually manufacture ? 

Answer. Flannels altogether. In 1825 and 1826 I made a few green bockings, but none before or 
since of any consequence. 

(Question. What quantity of wool is required to make one yard of the cloth made at your factory; 
and what is the width of the flannel when finished ? 

Answer. It requires about 17 pounds of wool, as purchased, washed on the skin or on the sheep, to 
make 46 yards of the flannel, averaging all my qualities of cloth. My flannels are, four-fifths of them, 
three-fourths wide, and the residue one yard wide. 

(Question. What are, and have been for the last three years, the values per yard, at the factory, of 
the cloth so made ? 

Answer. We make very few sales at the factory, and have no market price for them there. Our 
sales are mostly made in Boston and New York, In 1825 the average of the sales made was at about 
$10 50 for the piece of 46 yards; in 1826 the average of the sales was $11 the piece of 46 yards; in 
these two years the qualities of my flannels were about the same. In 1827 the sales were made at an 
average of about $13 the piece of 46 yards; in this year I made more of the fine flannels, and more of the 
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different descriptions of flannel were a yard wide. A year ago last fall myself, with a number of the 
manufacturers of flannels at the east, concluded to try an experiment, and to satisfy the merchants that 
we could supply the country with flannels. We sent to New York, in one lot, upwards of 400 bales of 
flannels, averaging about 16 pieces, of 46 yards, in each bale. An auctioneer was employed, who sold 
them at auction as rapidly as could be done. These flannels were sold at some loss; but the effect evidently 
was what we intended, to discourage the importations of the next fall, and to make a better market for 
our own flannels. I now expect a reaction will be produced. I am already informed that large importations 
are to be made the next season, and I intend to reduce my business at least one-third the next year on 
that account. 

Question. What proportion does the cost of labor bear to the cost of raw material in the manufacture 

of blankets ? 

Answer. Every pound of wool, on an average, can be manufactured into blankets at 6 cents per pound. 
In this calculation nothing is included but the labor; nothing is allowed for profit or use of machinery. 
I take the wool as purchased in the fleece, washed upon the sheep. 

(Juestion. If additional duties on coarse wools of Smyrna, Buenos Ayres, and Russia, of which 
blankets are made in Europe, were imposed, could the American manufacturer of blankets, at the present 
duties, enter into successful competition with the European manufacturer ? 

Answer. I should think not, because I cannot, at the present rates of duty and present prices of native 
wool suitable for the purpose, compete with the foreign manufacturer of blankets in our own market. 

Question. What number of hands are employed in your factory; what are their descriptions—as men, 
women, boys, and girls—and what wages are paid for their services ? 

Answer. I believe I employ about 70 hands in my factory, beside myself, About 30 are men, who 
are paid wages which will average $1 each per day. About 14 or 15 are women, who are paid the average 
wages of from $2 25 to $2 50 per week; the residue are boys and girls, from 8 to 12 years of age, who 
are paid the average wages of 25 cents per day, except about ten apprentices, who are paid about $130 
per year. The above prices, in each instance, include board. The above includes my hired help of every 
kind. Myself and two sons do all the superintendence ourselves. 

(Question. What are the usual working hours of the hands in your factory ? 

Answer. In the summer time we work 12 hours over and above the time allowed for meals, and we 
fall but little short of that in the winter. 

Question. What quantity of flannels and baizes have you usually manufactured in the year; and do 
you generally find ready sales at those prices which the articles command ? 

Answer. In 1825 I made about 2,200 pieces, of 46 yards in a piece, and the sales were dull. In 1826 
I made about the same quantity, and the sales were also dull. In 1827 I made about 3,200 pieces of the 
same length, and the sales were readier and better. 

Question. Were not manufacturers generally doing a better business previous to 1824 than they have 
done since ? 

Answer. I think the business previous to 1824 was better than it was in 1825 and 1826. My business 
certainly was. 

(Juestion. Are there not many manufacturers whose investments have been so injudicious that no 
increase of duty can restore their loss ? 

Answer. I cannot say that investments have been so injudiciously made; but I know the large estab- 
lishments have been doing a very bad business, and an increase of duty would help them; and I think 
it would be wise to lay a duty which would amount to a prohibition, and give the market to the American 
manufacturer; but I do not think that such a duty would restore all these losses, as some are entirely 
ruined and out of the business. I think it would restore those who are yet in business. 

(Juestion. Are not many of the factories which are uow suffering and complaining founded on bor- 
rowed capital ? 

Answer, 1am unable to answer the question. 

Question. Did you sign any petition to the last Congress on the subject of woolen goods; and if you 
did, was that petition for an increase of duty, or did it only pray for the security of the present duty, by 
changing it from an ad valorem to a square yard duty ? 

Answer. I think I did sign a petition to the last Congress, praying a change of the duty from an ad 
valorem to a square yard duty; and I believe that the petition also prayed an increase of the duty, as well 
as to secure the collection of the present duty. 

Question, Is it not a fact that small establishments, under the immediate care of the proprietors them- 
selves, have generally done better business than incorporated or joint stock companies ? 

Answer. I should think the small companies, judiciously conducted, would be likely to do better 
business than the large companies; but I know of none who are making money. 

Question. Do the Massachusetts manufacturers of coarse cloths and cassimeres feel the effect of mutual 
competition ? 

Answer. I do not think that domestic competition is felt among the Massachusetts manufacturers. 
When there were very few manufacturers in this country, the very few goods taken into the market from 
our factories did not reduce the price of the foreign goods, and, consequently, our articles sold better than 
they now do. The effect of an extension of our manufactories has been to reduce the prices both of the 
foreign and domestic article, and it is between them the competition exists. 

Question. Supposing the raw material remains at the present prices, can the American woolen manu- 
facturer compete with the foreign manufacturer under the present rate of duties? 

Answer. He cannot. 

Question. Do not the fluctuatiens in the price of woolen goods, arising from foreign importations, add 
greatly to the embarrassment of the American manufacturer ? 

Answer, Very much, indeed. : 

Question. Would not a sufficient protection enable the American manufacturer to supply our own 
markets to the full demand, at steady prices and at the lowest rate? 

Answer. There is no doubt of it in my mind. 

Question. Do you know of any factory, carried on either by a single individual owner, or by joint 
partnership, or by an incorporated company, making a profitable business ? 

Answer. I do not know a single one which has been doing a profitable business since 1824, taking 
the whole time to the present. 

Question. Taking the year 1827, do you know of any woolen manufacturers that have made a profit? 
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Answer, I do think the flannel manufacturers made something in 1827, but I do not think any of the 
other woolen manufacturers have in that year made anything. On the contrary, I believe they all lost 
money. 

Question. Have Messrs. Johnson & Sewall a flannel or cassimere factory at Andover, Massachusetts: 
and do they manufacture extensively ? ; , 

Answer. They have a cassimere factory, but not a very extensive one. 

Question. Have they never told you they wished no further protection on woolen goods, and expressed 
to you the opinion that foreign goods cannot interfere with them, and that they could now sell more goods 
than they make? 

Answer. I think I have heard Mr. Johnson say so. I have also heard him say he wished his factor 
had been burned before it had fallen into his hands, as he had lost money by it. At the time he said he 
wished no further protection on woolen goods he was, as he is now, an importer of British goods of all 
kinds. They have not lately told me they could sell their goods as fast as they could make them. 

Question. What is the highest price you have paid for weaving a piece of flannel, and what do you 
pay now? 

Answer. I have paid as high as $3 for weaving a piece of flannel for which I now pay $1. If I hire 
females to weave, I pay 83 cents for what I pay men $1. 

Question. What did it cost you to make the flannels, per piece, which averaged $13 last fall? 

Answer. I cannot tell what these flannels cost me by the piece, because my accounts have not been 
made up, but I think I made something on them. 

Question. Do you not get more for your flannel now than when you paid a higher price for wool, and 
a higher price for weaving ? 

Answer. There have been times when I did not get as much for cloths, when I was paying higher 
prices for wool and weaving than I now do, but I then sold at a great loss. 

Question. If wool be the same price here and in England, can the American manufacturer make the 
fabric as cheap as it is made in England? 

Answer. | think we can manufacture wool in this country about as cheap as they can in England, 
wool being at the same price. 

Question. Do you get as much for your goods now as when the duties were lower; and what were the 
duties when you made most by your factory? 

Answer. I do not get so much for my goods now as when the duties were lower, but we got the 
highest prices for our goods when the duties were highest, during the war. 

~ Question. Did not the foreign woolen fabric bring a much higher price in the market of this country 
when our duties were lower than they now are? 

Answer. It did. 





Friwpay, January 25, 1828. 


William W. Young, of Brandywine Hundred, Newcastle county, State of Delaware, admitted and 
further examined: 

(Juestion. Are you now and have you lately been engaged in manufactures of wool? If yea, in what 
branch, for how long a time, and at what place? 

Answer. I am now engaged in the manufacture of wool and cotton at the place of my residence, and 
have been so engaged since the year 1813. The cotton manufactory was commenced in 1821; before that 
time we manufactured wool alone. 

Question. Is the establishment for the manufacture of wool in which you are interested an incorporated 
company? If yea, by what name? If not incorporated, is it a copartnership or an individual interest ? 

Answer, At present it is an incorporated company. The charter was granted in 1825. Before that 
time it was a copartnership interest. The reasons for obtaining a charter were that William Young, the 
sole proprietor, wished to divide his interest in the establishment, being the greatest share of his estate, 
among his heirs, and that he could do it better in stock than in the property as it before existed; and 
because, also, if the company was not incorporated the necessity would arise of stopping business to 
settle the estate in case of the death of either partner; whereas by the incorporation this necessity would 
be obviated. The establishment is now entirely owned by the Young family, and the proprietors have not 
changed by the incorporation. 

(Juestion. What is the whole amount of capital actually invested in the woolen factory of which you 
speak? What part of that capital is invested in real estate, buildings, and machinery, and what part is 
active capital ? 

Answer. The whole capital invested in the woolen manufactory is rising $100,000. Of this about 
$20,000 at the present time is in raw material and manufactured articles. Upwards of $21,000 is vested 
in machinery alone. The residue is in real estate, mill-gearing, and buildings. Of this residue as much 
as $25,000 is in dwelling-houses and other buildings for the workmen of the factory and hands connected 
with it. 

Question. Has the factory you speak of been in continued operation sinee it was first erected ? 

Answer. It has been in continued operation since 1813, with one exception of about two months in 
the years 1815 and 1816, during the discussion of the tariff bill of that time before Congress. During 
these two months we did not work to any extent, but we discharged no hands. 

Question. What kinds of fabrics do you produce, and what has been the whole quantity of fabrics 
made, on the average, for the last three years ? 

Answer. We confine ourselves principally to the manufacture of cassimeres and mostly to blue 
cassimeres. We sometimes make a few pieces of broadcloth to accommodate friends, but not as a 
business. We also work up our coarse wocls into satinets. These we consider deviations from our 

regular business. I cannot tell the whole quantity of cloths made in each year for the last three years, 
but we estimate that every pound of clean wool will make one yard of double milled cassimeres, and 
lighter goods in the same proportion. For the last three years we have been every year regularly 
curtailing our business as far as practicable, in consequence of the continued diminutions in the prices of 
cloth. 

Question. What has been the average market prices of the several fabrics so made in the markets 
where you have sold for the last three years ? 

Answer. 1 can only speak with reference to our principal manufacture, which is blue cassimere. The - 
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average price of these in 1825 was about $1 50 per yard, as well as I can now recollect. In 1826 the 

rices were not more than $1 30, on an average, for the same quality. In 1827 the average was about 
$1 25 per yard for the same quality of cloths. The sales were more brisk in the fall than in 1826 or in 
the spring of 1827, but our prices for that article were no better. The coarse cloths, called satinets, 
which we manufactured also, but to no very great extent, sold in the fall of 1827 at a fair price compared 

with their prices in 1825 and in 1826; the prices for which years I do not now recollect distinctly. The 
reason of the better sales in 1827 I take to be that the very low prices of these articles in 1825 and 1826 

caused a depression of their manufacture to a considerable extent, and therefore the market in the early 

art of 1827 was not crowded, but these are an article soon produced, and before the close of the season 

the large supply in the market again brought down the price; this, I think, was entirely the effect of 
domestic competition. 

Question. What kind or description of machinery is used in this factory, and is it propelled by water 
or steam power? 

Answer. We have used the jenny and the Brewster, but in 1826 and 1827 we laid aside the Brewster, 
because it was out of order, and used the jenny alone. I should prefer the Brewster for spinning warp 
and the jenny for spinning woof. All our other machinery is of the usual and most approved descriptions, 
and the whole is moved by water-power. 

Question. What is the whole number of persons employed in the business of this factory; and how 
many are officers or agents; and at what wages or salaries, and how many are hands; what are their 
relative classes, and what their average wages? 

Answer. The smallest number we have ever employed since the business has been fairly in operation 
has been fifty; that is the number now engaged. We employ no officer or agents, My father, Mr. 
William Young, attends to the purchases, for which he receives nothing, and also to the sales, upon 
which, when he makes the sales himself, he receives five per cent.; but when the sales are made at auction 
he receives nothing; and it is at auction most of our sales are effected. I attend to the internal concerns 
of the establishment in person, and am allowed $800 for my services. We have a clerk, who receives 
about one dollar per day for his services in both establishments. There are no other persons employed 
except laborers; of those employed in the factory twelve are men, who receive from five dollars to seven 
dollars per week; but there is only one who receives seven dollars, and the average does not exceed six 
dollars. One of those who receives six dollars per week has, in addition to that price, a house furnished 
him. There are males who receive from sixty-two and a half cents to three dollars per week; and in this 
classification are embraced all the male hands under twenty-one years of age. The females receive from 
fifty cents to three dollars and fifty cents per week, and in this are included all the females in the estab- 
lishment. I cannot at this time distinguish the numbers or ages of the males and females. There are 
some females who are widows, and have been in the establishment since 1793, and are allowed a house 
free of rent. We have always extended this privilege to the widows of hands who have been a long 
time employed, and all are compensated who meet with injuries in the factory. 

Question. What are the usual working hours of the hands in your factory ? 

Answer. We expect to get sixty-eight hours per week the year round, and this is all we insist on. 

Question. Are additional duties, in your opinion, necessary upon imported woolen goods, to enable the 
American manufacturers of woolen goods to compete with the foreign in our markets? 

Answer. My opinion is, that additional duties are required, and that the duty must be changed from 
an ad valorem to a specific square yard duty, and that no other mode of imposing the duty will be effectual. 
So well convinced am I of the necessity of this change that I will not buy a single pound of wool until 
this question is decided; and I will not purchase at all unless some material change takes place in the 
market. I think it also a national object, that a proportionate protection should be extended to wool; but 
this duty, in my opinion, should be moderately increased. Wool below ten cents ought to be admitted 
under a mere nominal duty. The duty on woolen goods may be immediate and considerable, without 
danger to other interests. With capital, I can immediately erect buildings and machinery; but it requires 
considerable time to procure flocks of merino and other sheep. 

Question. Were the manufacturers of woolens in this country doing a better business previous to the 
year 1824 than they have done since? 

Answer. I have considered that the tariff of 1824 placed the woolen manufacturers in a worse situation 
than they were before its passage. My reasons for this belief are founded upon the alterations in the 
British duties on wool, and upon the want of sufficient protection at home. I do not think that the tariff 
of 1824 was sufficient, if there had been no change in the British duties. The duty should have been a 
specific square yard duty, and the duty imposed on imported wool by the same act rendered the protection 
of the manufacturer insufficient. I have lost more since the tariff of 1824 than I lost in the same space 
of time before that act. 

Question. Does the importation of foreign woolen cloths produce the present depressed price of those 
cloths in our markets ; or is the depression owing in part to domestic competition ? 

Answer. The depressed price of cloths in the American market is to be attributed as well to the 
foreign importation as to domestic competition. 

Question. Do manufactories with moderate capitals, and under the immediate superintendence of the 
proprietors, do better than incorporated companies with large capitals, managed by officers and agents? 

Answer. I am unable to speak positively on this subject, but suppose that this, like every other busi- 
ness, will prosper most when managed by the proprietor. 

Question. Do the manufacturers of woolens in this country feel the effect of domestic competition ? 

Answer. They have already felt it in the satinet manufacture; as in this article we have no foreign 
competition. The low price of satinets is wholly owing to domestic competition. Ido not know any 
other branch of the woolen manufacture in which domestic competition is felt to any considerable extent, 
except so far as is referred to in my answer to the 27th interrogatory. 

Question. Are the fluctuations in the prices of woolen goods occasioned by foreign importations; and 
do they add to the embarrassments of the domestic manufacturer ? 

Answer. There are great fluctuations from that cause as regards certain articles, and they do add to 
the embarrassments of the manufacturer. 

Question. You state that in 1825 you foresaw an approaching depression and prepared against it; 
what were the evidences of the approach of the evils you foresaw ? 

Answer. It was the decline of my sales, the letters from my agents, and some information received 


from a correspondent in Europe. 
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Question. Have you made any dividends on your capital invested in your establishment, or have you 
lost money by the manufacture of wool ? 

Answer. We commenced business in 1813 and continued it until 1825, under the firm of William 
Young, Son & Co. A dissolution of the firm then took place, when I gave up all my share in the business 
upon being discharged from all responsibility. What I had before received did not amount to fair wages 
for my services in the factory, and I had been employed the whole time. On the close of the business, the 
other partners did not receive two per cent. upon the capital they had invested, and there were not $500 
lost by bad debts. Since 1825 the woolen business had been a continual drain upon our mental and 
pecuniary resources. The losses in bad debts since 1825 have been very small, but since that time the 
business has been a losing one; and without resources other than the woolen manufacture to rely upon 
we could not have sustained ourselves. ; 

Question. Did you do a good business from 1818 to 1824? If you did, at what time was your business 
most profitable ? 

Answer. I cannot say. I have not here the means of determining. 

Question. When did the elder copartner or proprietor of the establishment in which you are 
interested commence business ? 

Answer. In 1813. 

Question. Has there been a general depression in the price of property or in the value of labor within 
the last three or four years; if so, what is the cause of it? 

Answer. Landed property has been nearly stationary during the time referred to, but may have been 
improving a little in my vicinity. I have paid about the same prices for labor for the last three or four 
years, except in the factories, where we have reduced them in a small degree. 

Question. Do you pay the same prices for weaving now that you formerly did ? 

Answer. We do not pay as much now for weaving as formerly, as the power loom has been intro- 
duced, and we now employ women instead of men to do the work. We now pay for weaving cassimere 
from six to ten cents per yard, dependent upon the descriptions and qualities of the cloth. 

Question. Is labor as cheap here as in England; and can the fabric be manufactured here as cheap ag 
there, except as to the cost of the wool ? 

Answer. I think it can. I believe if I can have the raw material at the same price, I can manufacture 
cassimere as cheap as it can be done in England. To the foregoing I will add, that our village consists of 
a population of about 300 souls, more or less; and since the establishment of our manufactory the moral 
and pecuniary condition of its inhabitants have materially improved. 


William R. Dickinson, of Steubenville, Ohio, admitted and further examined: 

Question. Are you now and have you lately been engaged in the manufacture of wool; if yea, in 
what branch, for how long a time, and at what place ? 

Answer. I am engaged exclusively in the business of manufacturing wool, and have been since May, 
1819, at my now place of residence. 

Question. What is the whole amount of capital actually invested in the woolen factory of which you 
speak; and what part of that capital is invested in real estate, buildings, and machinery, and what part 
is active capital ? | 

Answer. We rate our whole capital vested in real estate, buildings, and machinery, at $100,000. It 
has cost us more than that sum, but we now give it that valuation. Iam not perfectly conversant with 
the relative cost of the different erections, but I should judge from my best knowledge that, of the 
$100,000 above mentioned, $50,000 are in machinery. I should value the active capital employed at from 
$40,000 to $50,000. 

Question. What kinds of fabrics do you produce, and what has been the whole quantity made, on the 
average, for the last three years ? 

Answer. We manufacture broadcloths altogether, and which we estimate as being worth from $2 50 
to $10 per yard. These cloths are, when finished, from six to seven quarters wide. We manufacture a 
few flannels for our store from the common wool. The principal part of our cloths is from $2 50 to $4 per 
yard, at our trading prices. We do not, perhaps, make more than 100 yards of the $10 cloth in a year. 
Our late determination has been to make mostly coarser cloths. Our annual yield of broadcloths will be 
from about 13,500 to 15,000 yards. We work about 3,000 pounds of coarse wool into flannels annually. 

Question. What has been the average market prices of the several fabrics so made in the markets 
where you have sold for the last three years ? 

Answer. The average prices for the cloths sold at our store are the following: For picklock, $10; prime, 
$7; No. 1, $5; No. 2, $4; No. 3, $3 50; No. 4, $3; and No. 5, $2 50. On cash sales made at the store we 
deduct five per cent. from these prices. The prices at which our cloths sold in Baltimore and Philadelphia 
were, in 1825, from $1 to $10; in 1826, from $1 30 to $13 50; and in 1827, from $1 10 to $4 35. 

Question. Are additional duties, in your opinion, necessary upon imported woolen goods to enable the 
American manufacturers of woolens to compete with the foreign in our own markets ? 

Answer, Yes. 

Question. Were the manufacturers of woolens in this country doing a better business previous to the 
year 1824 than they have done since ? 

Answer. I believe they were. 

(Juestion. Does the importation of foreign woolen cloths produce the present depressed price of those 
cloths in our markets, or is the depression owing in part to domestic competition ? 

Answer. Both causes operate to produce the effect. 

(Juestion. Do manufactories with moderate capitals, and under the immediate superintendence of the 
proprietor, usually do better than incorporated companies, with large capitals, managed by officers and 
agents ? 

Answer. I cannot speak understandingly upon the subject, but my opinion is that moderate capitals, 
under the management of the proprietors, do succeed the best. 

(Juestion. Do the woolen manufacturers of this country feel the effects of domestic competition ? 

Answer. Domestic competition is a mere drop; but as the price of an article will always be regulated 
by demand and supply, and inasmuch as our market is now flooded with foreign woolen goods, the 
domestic woolen manufacturers are certainly adding every day to the quantity, and assist in reducing 
prices. 
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Question. Are there fluctuations in the prices of woolen goods occasioned by foreign importations; 
and do they add to the embarrassments of the domestic manufacturer ? 

Answer. There are fluctuations arising from the importations of woolen goods, and these add greatly 
to the embarrassment of domestic manufacturers. 

Question. Did you do a good business from 1818 to 1824? If you did, at what time was your business 
most profitable ? 

Answer, We have never found our manufacturing profitable, although we have been reducing the 

rice of the raw material and of labor, and introducing improved machinery every year. I have not the 
means of determining at what period of time it was the least unprofitable. 

(Juestion. Has there been a general depression in the price of property or the value of labor within 
the last three or four years? If so, what is the cause of it ? 

Answer. There has been a general depression in the value of property in my section of country; and 
there has also been a general depression in the price of labor in the same section within the last four 
years. I ascribe these depressions to the flood of foreign goods imported into the country which might 
have been manufactured in it. 

Question. Do you pay the same prices for weaving now that you did formerly ? 

Answer. We do not pay, in my opinion, one-half as much as we paid four years ago. 

Question. Is labor as cheap here as in England; and can the fabric be manufactured here as cheap as 
there, except as to the cost of the wool? 

Answer. I do not know the prices of labor in England. 

(Juestion. Have you made any dividends on your capital invested in your establishment, or have you 
lost money by the manufacture of wool? 

Answer. By examining the papers referred to in the memorial of my partner, Mr. Wells, and sworn 


to by our bookkeeper, whose statements I believe to be true, it will be found that the actual cost of those 
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Their different qualities, their relative actual cost and sales, without any deductions for commissions, 
in the Baltimore and Philadelphia markets, are shown in the following table, viz: 








Average cost. Sold for in 1825, from— | Sold for in 1826, fromm— | Sold for in 1827, from— 
PICKIOCKS G6 QO ks cccssescescasese’ $10 00 to $3 50 $13 50 to $3 50 (None sold.) 
Prime, 5 10. vecccccccccccccecs 10 00to 350 | 10 00to 3 87 $4 35 to $2 50 
No. 1, P50 Fa 55s5 eases aseeea 6 00to 237 | 6 00to 250 435to 250 
No. 2, Se itocesececies sla sisies 475to 255 | 5 00to 225 3 87to 2 00 
No. 3, B80 aceees disiislsteesaieta 350to 125 | 350to 1 87 262to 185 
it DR occ iiticivawes 350to 120 | 300to 200 250to 195 
No. 5, aD eacsinaaisasesces ses 3.50to 200 | 300to 112 225to 1 25 
Nos. 6 & 7,2 00. ..ceecceeees aces 250to 1 00 | 250to 1 30 1 80to 110 











IT cannot withhold the fact that many of these cloths were very inferior goods, being old and badly 
manufactured in all respects. Those which we are now making are not only vastly superior, but, owing 
to our retrenchments and great improvements in machinery, (being the latest and most approved,) will 
be fabricated and offered upon much better terms hereafter should we continue our operations. Again: 
we have certainly paid too much commissions, and we shall regulate that matter better for the time to 
come. We have still further accounts to receive of sales in 1827, which, I know, will exhibit further 
losses in our eastern sales. They will amount, probably, upon the woolen manufactory for the last three 
years, (without any allowance for the services of Mr, Wells and myself,) to at least $8,000. To counter- 
vail this, however, we have found our flocks of merino sheep profitable until within the last year; and we 
have an extensive, well-assorted retail store, where we sell and barter goods to the amount of $30,000 or 
$40,000 per annum. 

Question. What number of agents, clerks, superintendents, and ordinary hands do you employ in 
your factory? What are their classes, as men, boys, women, and girls? What are the average wages 
paid, including board; and what are the regulations, moral and otherwise, of the hands ? 

Answer. We employ somewhat more than 100 hands, chiefly females, all of whom find themselves. 
There are about 20 boys, from ten to fourteen years old. We have a foreman in each department. To 
the latter we pay from eighteen to twenty-eight dollars per month; to the females, from five to seven 
dollars per month; and to the boys about four dollars per month. We have a clerk employed, to whom we 
give $300 per annum, and a manager, who superintends all, (under the direction of my partner, Mr. Wells, ) 
at a salary of $500 per annum. To common work hands we pay from twelve to fourteen dollars per 
month. It is made the duty of the boys to attend Sunday school, otherwise to be discharged; and the 
strictest attention is paid to the order, morals, and general conduct of every person about the establish- 
ment. 
Question. Do you use water or steam power to move the machinery of your factory? If steam, what 
are the advantages which induce you to give it a preference ? 

Answer. We employ steam. There are various opinions on this subject. My partner, Mr. Wells, who 
is a practical man, prefers the steam power, all things considered, after an experiment of twelve or fourteen 
years; and I believe that we should continue to employ it, even if we now had a good stream at our door. 
We use it for various purposes. We warm our establishment by steam; and we find it particularly useful 
in giving the last finish to our finest fabrics, whilst under the operation of the brush. Our hills are full 
of the best coal, which we can have delivered at our door for from 8} to 4 cents per bushel; and by the 
employment of steam we obviate the difficulties incident to cold, freezing weather, as well as to freshets. 


Abraham Schenck, of Matteawan, Dutchess county, State of New York, admitted and further examined: 
Question. Are you now and have you lately been engaged in manufactures of wool? If yea, in what 
branch, for how long a time, and at what place? 
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Answer. I am engaged in the manufacture of wool, and have been since 1823, though our company 
was not incorporated and did very little business until 1824, when we obtained an act of incorporation 
by the name. of the “Glenham Company.” During the same year we filled our factory with machinery. 
and began business upon a more extended scale. In 1825 we made other extensive additions to our 
buildings, and have since gone on, as fast as convenient, to fill up with machinery, though our buildings 
are not yet full. 

Question. What is the whole amount of capital actually invested in the woolen factory of which you 
speak; and what part of that capital is invested in real estate, buildings, and machinery; and what part 
is active capital ? 

Answer. The capital invested on the 3d June last in the factory site, buildings, machinery, and 
necessary tools, was $91,531. I cannot say how much of this sum is in buildings and real estate, and how 
much is in machinery and tools. At the same time, our capital invested in cloth, yarn, wool, dye-stuffs 
and other materials on hand, was $43,383 98. These statements are made from data, now in my possession, 
of actual estimates made at that time. ; 

Question. What kinds of fabrics do you produce, and what has been the whole quantity made on the 
average for the last three years ? 

Answer. I can only answer for one year. Between June 3, 1826, and June 3, 1827, we made 30,640 
yards of broadcloths, of an average width of full six quarters when finished. The fine cloths we make 
are seven quarters wide, but there are few of them. This quantity was greater than that made by us in 
the previous year, but how much greater I cannot say. 

Question. What has “been the average market price of the several fabrics so made, in the markets 
where you have sold, for the last three years ? 

Answer. We sell very few cloths at our factory; nearly all are sold in the New York market. In 
1825 and 1827 they bore in that market the following comparative prices, viz: In 1825, at $2 50, $3 95, 
$4, and $5. In 1827 cloths of the same quality sold at $1 50, $2, $2 50, and $3 50. 

(Juestion. Has there been a general depression in the price of property or the value of labor within 
the last three or four years; and if so, what is the cause of it ? 

Answer. As far as my information extends, the price of labor in my country has fallen within four 
years last past; and my impression also is, that the general value of property has depreciated within 
the same time. The reason I would assign is the depreciation in value of the surplus products of that 
section of country, of which wool is one, which has heretofore sustained the population. 

Question. Have you made any dividends on the capital invested in your establishment ? 

Answer. We have never made any dividends upon our stock; but from June 3, 1826, to June 3, 1827, 
we actually lost, from the principal of the capital invested, $5,501 93, which has been assessed upon the 
stockholders in proportion to their respective shares, and has been paid in to supply the deficiency thus 
created in the capital. Between June 3, 1825, and June 3, 1826, we lost, in the same way, $1,795. This 
sum, with the loss of the following year, was also assessed upon the stockholders at the same time with 
that loss, and was paid in July, 1827. These losses have been sustained, exclusive of any allowance to 
myself as general superintendent of the factory, which has occupied a large share of my time, and without 
any allowance, either by way of commissions or otherwise to my brother, Peter H. Schenck, who is a 
stockholder, and who has made the principal purchases of materials and most of the sales of our cloths, 

Question. Have you adopted the most approved machinery in use in Europe and the United States? 

Answer. We have, and some I think better than any heretofore used. 

Question. Has any of the machinery added to your factory, or have any of the additional buildings 
erected since 1824 been paid for out of the earnings of the factory ? 

Answer. No; but all these expenditures have been paid for by calls upon the stockholders. 

Question. Can you give the committee an accurate statement of the cost to your company of a single 
piece, of any quality, of your broadcloths in the years 1825~26, and also in 1826-27, and the prices at 
which that piece of cloth, in each of those years, sold in the New York market ? 

Answer. I have not the documents with me to answer this question accurately, but can state that 
broadcloths are now made at a much less expense of labor than in 1825, by the introduction of a variety 
of improved and labor-saving machinery, amongst which may be named the “dressing machine” and the 
“broad power loom,” of American invention. The quality, style, and finish of the cloths are vastly 
improved since that period. The value of cloths the last year, ending the 3d June, 1827, appears by our 
books to have been: for grade No. 4, $1 50 per yard; No. 3, $2; No. 2, $2 50; No. 1, $3 50. Cloths of 
the same grades or numbers, as before stated, sold in the New York market at $2 50, $3 25, $4, and $5, 
in the year ending June 8, 1825. 

Question. Have you not also been extensively engaged in the manufacture of machinery? If so, is 
that manufactory carried on by the same company and the same stock as the woolen factory ? 

Answer. We are extensively engaged in the manufacture of machinery. We made between $30,000 
and $40,000 worth in the year ending the 3d June last. It was principally cotton and woolen machinery. 
The same stockholders, with one or two exceptions, own the woolen manufactory and the machinery 
manufactory, but they are distinct establishments, and under different acts of incorporation. The capital 
of this latter is totally independent of that which I stated as belonging to the woolen establishment. 

Question. Has the manufacture of machinery been also a losing concern? 

Answer. No; but affording a very small profit. 

Question, Did you or the company at any time, and when, sell to Mr. Hone, of the city of New 
York, a number of shares in your capital stock; and if so, was the price given above or below the 
par value; and how much? 

Answer, Messrs. John Hone and Philip Hone joined with us in forming the “Glenham Company.” 

Question. Is Mr. Hone now a proprietor in the capital stock ? 

Answer. Yes; John Hone and Philip Hone, 

(Question. Have you had any conversation with Mr, Hone, at any time within the last twelve months, 
on the subject of increasing the duties on foreign goods? If you have, be pleased to state whether he 
has not expressed his entire approbation with the present duties, or declared his willingness to acquiesce 
in the present duties? Or what did he say on these subjects? 

“Answer. I have had conversations with both gentlemen relative to the present rate of duties, and my 
impressions have always been that they are in favor of further protection. 

Question. Were the prices at which you sold your goods during the last fall better, and the sales 
more ready, than in 1825? 
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Answer. The prices were not better last fall than they were in 1826. I do not know that the sales 
have been more ready. 


Saturpay, January 26, 1828. 


James Wolcott, jr., of Southbridge, State of Massachusetts, admitted and further examined: 

Question. Are you now and have you lately been engaged in the manufacture of wool? If yea, in 
what branch, for how long a time, and at what place? 

Answer. Iam now and have been so engaged for twelve years at Southbridge; and for the last six 
ears have been engaged altogether in the making of broadcloths. 

Question. Is the establishment for the manufacture of wool, in which you are interested, an incorpo- 
rated company? If yea, by what name? If not incorporated, is it a copartnership or an individual 
interest ? 

Answer. It is now an incorporated company, and has been so for about seven years, under the name 
of the “ Wolcott Woolen Manufacturing Company.” It is now conducted by an agent who has a general 
superintendence over the whole concern, and this agent receives $1,200 per annum. We have an accountant 
who receives $700 per year. 

Question. What is the whole amount of capital actually invested in the woolen factory of which you 
speak; what part of that capital is invested in real estate, buildings, and machinery; and what part is 
active capital ? 

Answer. The stock generally will not sell at more than $50 for $100 paid. The whole amount of the 
capital is $126,000, all of which is absorbed in the real estate, buildings, and machinery; of this there are 
about 150 acres with a water-power on it. The machinery cost from $30,000 to $40,000; we have no 
active capital, but we borrow money on which we pay interest. 

Question. Has the factory you speak of been in continued operation since it was erected ? 

Answer. The factory has at no time entirely suspended business. 

Question. What kinds of fabrics do you produce; and what has been the whole quantity of fabrics, 
on the average, for the last three years ? 

Answer. We make broadcloths only, and the number of yards produced in 1826 was 30,995, of which 
we sold 25,454 yards, netting us $58,774 18, the average per yard $2 303. From the Ist of January to 
July 31, 1827, seven months, we sold 12,534 yards, which netted us $26,553 95, the average per yard 
being $2 12. The greater part of these cloths were indigo blues. The qualities of the fabrics and 
proportion of costly colors were about the same in the respective sales. 

Question. What quantity of wool, washed on the sheep’s back, is required to make one yard of the 
cloth made at your factory, and what is its width when finished ? 

Answer. About two pounds six ounces, as washed on the sheep’s back; when well washed on the 
sheep’s back, I have found this nearly correct. The cloth we make is six and a half quarters wide. 

Question. What number of hands are employed in the same factory; what are their descriptions— 
as men, women, boys, and girls ? 

Answer. The number of persons employed at the factory is 121; of these 71 are men, 38 young 
women grown, and 12 children. The average wages of the men is 75 cents per day. That of the young 
women, 40 cents. The children, 25 cents per day. They all find themselves in board, &c. 

Question. Were not the manufacturers of wool generally doing a better business previous to 1824 
than they have done since ? 

Answer, Our business has been worse since 1824, except in 1825, as woolen goods have fallen very 
much in price, say from 25 to 334 per cent. 

Question. Can you say what number of companies have been incorporated in Massachusetts within 
the last three years, and the extent of their capital ? 

Answer. I cannot tell. 

Question. Of an equal quality of wool at ‘present prices in England and the United States, can the 
English manufacturer make a cheaper fabric than can be made in the United States ? 

Answer. We can do the mere labor of the manufacture as cheap as it is done in England. 

Question. Can you state the loss or gain of your establishment for the years 1825, 1826, and 1827? 

Answer. I can state our loss for 1826, which was an aggregate amount of $23,095 31, from which 
deduct $500 for bad debts, &c., not properly belonging to the manufacturing loss. This loss was exclusive 
of interest on capital, in machinery, real estate, and buildings, but not exclusive of the borrowed active 
capital. In 1827 and 1828 we still have found it a losing business, and that no economy can sustain it. 
The business will not pay its expense, exclusive of interest on the capital. 


Jonas B. Brown, of Boston, Massachusetts, admitted and further examined: 

Question. Are you now and have you lately been engatfed in manufactures of wool? If yea, in 
what branch, for how long a time, and at what place? 

Answer, I have been engaged in the manufacture of broadcloths since 1821 at Millbury, and am now 
engaged in the business. 

Question. Is the establishment for the manufacture of wool, in which you are interested, an incorporated 
company? If yea, by what name? If not incorporated, is it a copartnership or an individual interest ? 

Answer. It is, by the name of the “Goodell Manufacturing Company.” 

Question. What is the whole amount of capital actually invested in the woolen factory of which you 
speak; what part of that capital is invested in real estate, buildings, and machinery; and what part is 
active capital ? 

Answer. The amount of capital invested in real estate and machinery is $80,460 77; about $30,000 
of this amount is machinery, and the remainder in real estate and buildings; besides the above, we 
employ more or less of active capital, ranging not below thirty thousand" nor above fifty thousand dollars. 

Question. Has the factory you speak of been in continued operation since it was first erected ? 

Answer. It has been in continued operation, but we have not constantly run all our machinery. 

Question. What kinds of fabrics do you produce; and what has been the whole quantity of fabrics, 
on the average, for the last three years ? 

Answer. In 1827 we made 58,903 yards of broadcloth. In 1826 we made about 42,000; and in 1825 
about 31,000. In 1825 we made about 12,000 yards of satinets. In 1826 and 1827 we did not make 
Satinets, because we found it a losing business, owing to domestic and foreign competition. 
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Question. What quantity of wool, washed on the sheep’s back, is required to make one yard of the 
cloth made at your factory, and what is its width when finished ? 

Answer. From two and a quarter to two and a half pounds. The cloth is over six quarters wide 

Question. What are, and what have been for the last three years, the values per yard, at the factory 
of the cloth so made ? : 

Answer. We make several qualities of cloth. In 1825 about three-fourths of the quantities we made 
sold at from $2 25 to $3 25. In 1826, at from $1 75 to $2 50. In 1827 the same colors and qualities 
sold at from $1 75 to $2 50. About one-fourth of the cloth we made was of much finer quality, and the 
finest brought, in 1825, $6; in 1826, $5; and in 1827, $5. 

Question. What number of officers, clerks, and superintendents are employed in the factory of which 
you speak, and what wages or salaries to each ? 

Answer. We have one agent as a general superintendent, whose wages are $1,000 per annum. 

Question. What number of hands is employed in the same factory; what are their descriptions—ag 
men, women, boys, and girls? 

Answer. We give direct employment to 150 persons. Of these, 72 are men; 53 are boys above 16 
years, and 25 are under 16 years of age. We employ no children except boys. 

Question. Were not manufacturers of wool generally doing a better business previous to 1824 thay 
they have done since ? 

Answer. I did better from 1821 to 1824 than I have done since. 

Question. Can you say what number of companies have been incorporated in Massachusetts within 
the last three years, and the extent of their capital ? 

Answer. 1 think there have been some incorporated since that time, but cannot say how many. 

Question. Was the depression in price of woolens in the year 1826 in any great degree occasioned 
by excessive importations of the merchants in anticipation of the expected increase of price in cloths 
from the provisions of the tariff of 1824? 

Answer. There was no depression of price in 1825. I do not think the depression in 1826 was owing 
to excessive importations in anticipation of higher prices from the provisions of the tariff of 1824, but 
that it was partly owing to the revulsion of trade in Europe, and consequent large importation into the 
United States, added to our increased supply from our home manufacturers. 

Question. Of an equal quality of wool at the present prices in England and the United States, can 
the English manufacturer make a cheaper fabric than can be made in the United States ? 

Answer. 1 cannot state. 


Mr. Joshua Clapp, of Boston, Massachusetts, admitted and further examined: 

Question. Are you now and have you for some time past been engaged in the manufacture of wool, 
and at what piace or places ? 

Answer. I have a woolen factory at Litchfield, in Connecticut, which I rented in November, 1821, 
for five years. Ou the expiration of my lease I declined renewing it, and the owners have allowed 
me to use it free of rent, rather than suffer it to lie idle, and the hands to be dispersed. I am also 
interested in a woolen factory at Northampton, in Massachusetts. The results are about the same 
in each. 

Question. What is the amount of capital actually invested in the factory of which you speak; what 
part is real estate, what part is in machinery, and what part is actively employed ? 

Answer. I have no capital invested in real estate at Litchfield, and Iam to be understood hereafter as 
confining myself exclusively to that establishment, unless when I speak expressly of the other. Ihave 
invested six thousand dollars in machinery, which is in operation with that which I rented and which I 
now have free of rent. 

Question. What kind of fabrics do you produce; and what has been the whole quantity of fabrics so 
made, on the average, for the last two years ? 

Answer. We manufactured broadcloths exclusively. In the first year of which I speak we made 
17,293 yards; in the second year, 15,551 yards. 

Question. Have you made any dividend on the capital invested in your establishments; or have you 
lost money by the manufacture of wool ? 

Answer, I still speak of the last two years. From 12th November, 1825, to 12th November, 1826, 
I sold to the amount of $50,987 50, upon which there was a loss of $8,985 35, including commissions. 
From November 12, 1826, to November 12, 1827, my sales were $53,397 76, and on these there was 
a loss of $3,895 82. In the first year the sales of my cloth averaged $3 26 per yard, and in the 
second, $2 90. 

Question. Have you examined the Boston remonstrance, presented this session to Congress, against 
further duties on imports ? 

Answer. | have examined it. . 

Question. Are there any manufacturers of wool who have signed this remonstrance? If so, who, and 
where are their manufacturing establishments ? 

Answer. No one who has signed it is a manufacturer of wool in the United States. One of them, 
William Taylor, receives large supplies of woolen goods from England, and I believe he is interested in 
a factory in England. George Bond, an auctioneer, who has also signed the petition, it is said has an 
interest in a factory in the United States to the extent of five shares. I know of no other person who has 
signed the petition that has an interest in any American woolen factory. 

Question. Does that petition contain the names of many merchants of Boston who are importers of 
woolen goods ? 

Answer. It does not. It may, perhaps, contain the names of some two or three. I do not recollect 
more than that number. 

Question, What has been the decline in the price of woolen fabrics, such as are usually manufactured 
in the United States, from the years 1823 and 1824 to 1827? 

Answer. 1 think the decline in broadcloths has been from 334 to 40 per cent. 

(VJuestion. What do you consider the cause of such decline ? 

Answer. The cause I consider to be the great quantities of domestic and foreign fabrics meeting in 
the domestic market. 

Question. What is the difference in the price of labor in the manufacture of broadcloths between 
Great Britain and this country? 
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Answer. As far as it regards labor, I believe we can manufacture wool as cheap in the United States 
as in Great Britain. — 

Question. What is the value of the best investments in the broadcloth manufactories in this country ? 

Answer. Not over fifty cents in the dollar, and generally less. 

Question. Are you still progressing in your manufactory in Litchfield; and what will be the extent of 
your operations this year? 

"Answer. I still use it, but probably shall relinquish it in six or eight months if there is no further 
protection afforded to manufacturers. That is my present intention. 

~ Question. Did you find sales more ready in the fall of 1827 than in 1826; and were not the prices 
better in the fall than in the spring of 18277 

Answer. The sales were more ready in 1827 than in 1826, but there was no improvement in prices. 
liv sales of the last year were made principally in the fall. I am not aware that there was much improve- 
ment over the prices of the spring. There might have been an advance of five per cent., but certainly 
not more than that. 

Question. What officers, agents, or superintendents have you employed in your establishment, and 
at what prices? 

Answer. I have an agent or superintendent, to whom I pay eight hundred dollars per annum, and 
one clerk, to whom I pay three hundred dollars. I have no other of the character mentioned in the 
interrogatory. 

Question. Were manufacturers doing a good business previous to 1824, or was it better than it has 
been since that time ? . 

Answer. It was certainly a better business before than since 1825; but it never has been a profitable 
business since I commenced it. There were periods in which I made, perhaps, the interest of the money; 
put that will not do for manufacturers. The best business since I have had any connexion with it was a 
period of time embracing one-half of cach of the years 1824 and 1825. 

Question. Do you pay more or less now than formerly for weaving? What were the highest prices 
paid for weaving; and what do you now pay? 

Answer. We have paid as high as thirty cents a yard for weaving, but we do not now pay more than 
ten cents a yard, 

Question. What is the comparative state of morals in New England between the agricultural and 
manufacturing population ? 

Answer. 1 think the opportunities for moral and religious instruction are decidedly in favor of the 
manufacturing community, it being one of the first objects of the proprietors of the large establishments 
to provide schools and houses for religious worship. 


Benjamin Poor, of Boston, State of Massachusetts, admitted and further examined: 

Question. Are you now or have you been interested in the manufacture of woolen fabrics ? 

Answer. I am interested as a stockholder in a company for the manufacture of wool. They have 
two factories, called the Saxon and Leicester factories, in Worcester and Middlesex counties. They were 
commenced in 1824, and were incorporated in 1825. : 

Question. What is the capital actually invested in the factory of which you speak; what part is real 
estate, and what part is machinery; and what is actively employed? 

Answer. The capital is $150,000, and has all been paid in, except a small sum, upon which the 
company receive interest, as I believe. I cannot give a particular detail of the different investments. 

Question. Can you give any further detailed statement of the operations of the factory to which you 
refer ? 

Answer. I am not particularly acquainted with all the internal operations and management of the 
factory. I live in Boston, and the principal relations in which I stand to the establishment are as 
purchaser of the raw materials and salesman of the product. As to its financial concerns, most that I 
know will be found in the paper now presented, which is a letter written and sworn to by Henry H. Jones, 
who is treasurer of the corporation, and which I believe is entitled to full credit. 





“Boston, January 8, 1828. 


“Dear Sir: Your letter of the 5th instant I duly received, in which you request of me, as treasurer of 
the Saxon and Leicester factory, a statement respecting the affairs of that corporation. 

“The Saxon factory at Farmingham was incorporated February 4, 1824, and the Leicester manu- 
factory was purchased in July, 1824, by several of the proprietors of the Saxon factory and others, and 
united, by an act of incorporation, February 8, 1825, under the name of the “Saxon and Leicester 
Factory,” for the purpose of manufacturing wool. 

“The amount of capital was one hundred and fifty thousand dollars. From the time the factory 
commenced, in 1824, until the 1st of July, 1827, there has been a loss by manufacturing of ($26,394 28) 
twenty-six thousand three hundred and ninety-four doilars and twenty-eight cents. In addition to this 
actual depreciation of capital by manufacturing, the stockholders have lost the interest on their amount 
of stock. In the above loss no allowance has been made for wear of machinery, which you know is 
considerable. The last public sale of some of our stock was in June, 1827, at $505 the share of $1,000; 
private sales of seven shares have since been made at $429 the share. 

“The result of our six months’ business, ending the Ist instant, has not yet been ascertained. I 
cannot, therefore, furnish you with anything decisive respecting it. The number of persons employed by 
the Saxon and Leicester factory are from two hundred and thirty to two hundred and forty, and the 
monthly labor is from $3,300 to $3,509 at the present time. 

Yours, respectfully, 
“HENRY H. JONES, 
“ Treasurer Saxon and Leicester Factory. 


“Mr. Bensamin Poor.” 


“Surroix, Boston, Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
“Personally appeared Henry H. Jones, and made solemn oath to the truth of the several statements 
contained in the foregoing letter, according to his best knowledge and belief. 


“ Before me. : 
“QHARLES HAYWARD, Justice of the Peace.” 
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Question. What agents, superintendents, and other officers have the company, who receive pay, other 
than laborers; and what are their salaries ? 

Answer. The company have two agents, who receive $1,200 and $600. We usually have two clerks 
who receive $300 each, and a treasurer, who receives $700. The house in which I am a partner is allowed 
two and a half per cent. commission on purchases and sales. 

Question. Do you find, in selling the goods you make, that domestic competition has a tendency to 
affect the prices ? af 

Answer. Domestic competition certainly has an effect; but the principal competition is with the foreign 
article. 

Question. When were your prices best; when did your goods sell lowest ? 

Answer. I think the best prices were obtained in 182425; they were lowest in 1826 by 25 per cent 

Question. Were your sales more ready in 1827 than in 1826, and were the prices better in the fal] 
than in the spring of 1827? 

Answer. The prices were lower in 1826 than in 1827; but those who thought proper to meet the 
market in 1826 found no difficulty in effecting sales. Taking an average, I am not aware of any material 
variation between the prices in the spring and fall of 1827. Some cloths did sell better in the fall than jn 
the spring. 

Question. Do the sales of woolens at auction materially affect the market, as well as other causes ? 

Answer. I do not think that auction sales produce any material effect on the Boston market, unlesg 
there be a large surplus on hand. 

Question. If the stock of your company be estimated at the selling prices of the share, would or would 
it not be profitable stock ? 

Answer. I do not think it profitable even at the selling prices, which are $429 for $1,000 paid in, 
Nor do I think a manufacturer would act prudently in carrying on the business, if the whole stock was 

given to him, unless there be further duties laid on foreign goods. 


Theodore Chase, of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, admitted and sworn: 

(Juestion. Are you interested in any establishment for the manufacture of wool ? 

Answer. I am a proprietor in a factory established at Great Falls, and also in the Salmon Falls 
Factory, at Somersworth, Strafford county, New Hampshire. 

Question. What is the amount of capital invested in those or either of those factories; do you super- 
intend their management, or can you give a circumstantial account of their operations ? 

Answer. I am not practically acquainted with the operations of either of the establishments. I. W. 
Pierce has the management of one, to whose testimony I would refer as to its situation. That at Somers. 
worth is under the care of C. C. Wolcott. The paper herewith presented, signed and sworn to by him, 
exhibits all that I know of the establishment which could be of service, and to that paper I would refer, 
believing it to be entitled to full credit.* 


Eleuterre Irenee Dupont, of Newcastle county, near Wilmington, Delaware, admitted and further 
examined: 

Question. Are you now and have you been engaged in the manufacture of woolens? If yea, at what 
place, and for how long a time ? 

Answer. I am concerned with my nephew in the manufacture of woolens at the place of my present 
residence, and have been so concerned with him, and with my brother, now deceased, since 1810. We 
are copartners, but not incorporated. 

(Juestion. What is the amount of capital invested in the factory of which you speak; what share of 
that capital is active, and what share is vested in real estate, buildings, and machinery ? 

Answer, Our capital invested is upwards of $70,000; of which I should value the real estate, buildings, 
and machinery, at from $40,000 to $45,000; but as I am not at this time the active superintendent of the 
factory, and have not at this place access to the books, I cannot give a precise statement of the stock in 
trade. My partner is now the active superintendent of the establishment, and keeps the books of account 
of the business. 

Question. What kinds of cloths or fabrics are made of the wool so used, and what the average number 
of yards made in each year for the last three years ? 

Answer. Of the common country wool we make coarse cloths and kerseys, principally for the Army. 
We purchase some wool of merino, of which we make satinets. Of the Smyrna wool, of the South 
American wool, and of the coarsest kind of country wool, we make coarse cloths, and a cloth called 
“Jinsey,” for negro clothing. I think, on an average of the last three years, we have made from 20,000 to 
25,000 yards of all kinds of these cloths in each year; but I cannot tell the relative quantities of each 
without reference to our books. The coarse cloths and kerseys, called Army cloths, are about a yard and 
a half wide when finished. The satinets and the negro clothing are generally about three-quarters of a 
yard wide, but the “linsey” is much wider. 

Question. What has been the average price for the last three years of these cloths or fabrics in the 
markets where you have sold? 

Answer. I think in 1825 the indigo blue Army clothing brought us about $2 30 per yard; in 1826 
about $2 24; and in 18271 know the price was just $2 121. The grey kersey, in 1855, I think, 
brought $1 35; in 1826, $1 25; and in 1827 I know it brought us $1 10 per yard. During all the years 
both kinds of these cloths were of the same quality. The satinets, I think, as an average, were, in 1825, 
in the market, from 62} cents to 75 cents per yard. In 1826 I do not recollect at all the prices of these 
cloths. In 1827 the satinets, 1 know, were from 40 to 50 cents in the market. The negro clothing, in 
1825, brought us from 35 to 40 cents the yard, and in 1827, from 25 to 30 cents the yard. In 18261 
cannot tell the price it brought. We make little of the “linsey,” and I cannot state the price at any 
time. 

(Juestion. Were the manufacturers of woolens in this country doing a better business previous to 
the year 1824 than they have done since ? 

- Answer. I aia not perfectly able to say. The business has always been a losing one; but my 


* The committee, on consultation, did not conceive themselves justified, under the order of the House, to publish the 
statement referred to in this answer, because Mr. Wolcott was neither summoned nor interrogated, and never appeared before 
them for examination. The evidence of Mr. Pierce is herewith published, and the paper referred to by Mr. Chase will be 
found among the papers of the Clerk of the House. 
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impression is, that there were fewer discouragements to the woolen manufacturer previous to the year 
1824 than there are at the present time. 

Question. Do the woolen manufacturers of this country feel the effects of domestic competition ? 

Answer. No; but I wish we might. We dread the foreign, but would be glad to encounter domestic 
competition. , } 

Question. Do manufactories with moderate capitals, and under the immediate superintendence of the 
proprietors, usually succeed better than incorporated companies with large capitals, and managed by 
officers and agents ? 

Answer. I should not consider a large capital any disadvantage, but the contrary. But if this is 
managed by the immediate proprietor, I think it usually does better than when managed by officers or 
re — ; 
Question. Are there fluctuations in the prices of woolen goods in our markets occasioned by foreign 
importations ? Ifyea, do these fluctuations add much to the embarrassment of the American manufacturer? 

Answer. I have no doubt there are; and these fluctuations are the great cause of the embarrassment 
to our manufacturers. Iam confident, if we had competent protection, we should effectually be able to 
manufacture woolens much cheaper than we now do, and should afford them even below the present 
prices. ; 
(Juestion. Is the machinery used in the factory of which you speak of the most approved patterns 
used in this country ? 

Answer. We have not adopted the late improvements in machinery. The discouragements have 
been so great that we have not dared to encounter the expense. Our weaving is done by hand looms 
principally. We had one of the spinning machines, called the Brewster, but it got out of order, and we 
have not put it in repair. We use the jenny entirely. 

Question. Have any dividends been made upon the stock of the factory of which you speak? If no, 
have there been any, and what, losses sustained for the last three years ? 

Answer. Ours is not a stock company, but a joint partnership between my nephew and myself. We 
have not, within the time alluded to, made anything as profits from our woolen manufactory, but, on the 
contrary, the business for those three years has been a losing one, and we could not have continued it 
but for the fact that we were at the same time carrying on other business which enabled us to sustain 
our losses. 

Question. In which of the last three years have the sales of cloth been best; and were they better in 
1826 than in 1827? 

Answer. My impression is, that the sales were better in 1825 than in 1826. I cannot make a 
comparison between the sales of 1826 and 1827, as I have no books or papers to refer to; but I know 
the prices and sales in 1827 have been worse than they were in 1825 or before. 

Question. Without reference to the difference in the price of wool, can the fabric be manufactured as 
cheap in the United States as in England ? 

Answer. 'The woolen manufactory is not yet fairly established in this country, but I know no reason 
why we cannot manufacture as well and as cheap as they can in England, except the difference in the 
price of labor, for which, in my opinion, we are fully compensated by other advantages. Our difficulties 
are not the cost of manufacturing, but the great fluctuations in our home market, caused by the excessive 
and irregular foreign importations. The high prices we pay for labor are, in my opinion, beneficial to 
the American manufacturer, as for those wages he gets a much better selection of hands, and those 
capable of and willing to perform a much greater amount of labor in a given time. The American 
manufacturer also uses a larger share of labor-saving machinery than is used in the English manufactories, 
which very much diminishes the effect of the higher rate of wages upon the actual cost of our goods. 

(Juestion. Were your sales more ready and at better prices in the autumn of 1827 than in 1826? 

Answer. They were not at better prices; and we have not at any time found ready sales within the 
last five or six years. 

(Juestion. With the present price of real estate, the diminution in the cost of building, and the price 
of machinery, would a new establishment, founded on capital judiciously invested at this time, be likely 
to do a better or worse business than those erected in 1824, 1825, or 1826? 

Answer. The less capital which is required to procure a site, and erect and put in operation the same 
machinery, the better it would be to the proprietor, by the difference in that capital; but I know of no 
other difference which could exist between a factory erected now and one erected in 1824, 1825, or 1826; 
nor am I able to say that the prices of real estate, buildings, and machinery, in my section of country, 
are reduced, since 1824, to such an extent as materially to vary the capital required for the same 
factory. 

Question. Was not the opinion very generally entertained, on the passing of the act of 1824, that it 
afforded a sufficient protection to manufacturers? 

Answer. I do not think it has ever been the opinion of a practical man. I have always thought that 
no other than a specific duty would answer the purpose; because an ad valorem duty is so subject to 
evasion that the intention of the law will never be carried into effect. 

Question. What is the general character and description of the woolen goods shipped from Great 
Britain to this country, as compared to their other goods made for British home consumption? 

Answer. Formerly the importations of woolen goods from England were made by our merchants in 
the regular course of trade; now these importations are mostly made on British account, and a very large 
share of them are made from the following causes: Ist, that their home market is overstocked, and they 
had rather sell the surplus at a loss than to keep it on hand; and 2d, that the British manufacturer has 
on hand articles not suited to his home market, or which are of inferior quality, or which are made from 
secondary materials, and which he presses off his hands because they will not sell at home, or because he 
will not hazard the reputation of his factory by putting them into those markets. Those goods, brought 
to our markets for these causes, and sold at the auctions for what they will command, regulate the price 
of our own woolen goods. . 

Question. Have the effects of employment, and the congregation of a large number of hands in 
manufacturing establishments in this country, from your experience, been injurious to the morals of the 
laborers? 

Answer. It has not; but, on the contrary, from an experience of 26 years in different branches of 
manufacturing, I can say that I believe the moral and pecuniary condition of the laborers I have employed 
has, as a general rule, been materially improved; and this I believe will continue to be the case so long 
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as this country offers to labor a safe employment, in the purchase of unimproved lands at a low price, and 
so long as the Constitution of the Government remains free as it now is. All the children employed in 
and dependent on our factories are regularly taught in Sunday schools until they acquire the rudiments 
of a tolerable education. 


Joshua W. Pierce, of Somersworth, Strafford county, New Hampshire, admitted and further examined. 

Question. Are you now, and have you been engaged in the manufacture of woolens? If yea, at what 
place, and for how long a time? 

Answer. I am now and have for the three years last past been engaged in the manufacture of 
woolens at the place of my residence. I am a large proprietor and sole agent of an incorporated company 
by the name of the “Salmon Falls Manufacturing Company.” 

Question. What is the amount of capital invested in the manufactory of which you speak; what share 
of that capital is active, and what share is vested in real estate, buildings, and machinery? 

Answer. The capital of our company was, by actual appraisement on the 24th November, 1896 
$362,000. Of that, $140,000 is vested in real estate and manufacturing buildings; $30,000 in a farm 
dwelling-houses, store, grist-mill, saw-mill, and oil-mill; $60,000 in machinery, furniture, tools, &e 
$131,000 in materials used for manufacturing, stock in the store, cash, provisions, wool, yarn, and cloths, 
I speak from the inventory of the appraisal taken at the time, in all cases omitting fractions. 

(Juestion. What kind of cloths or fabrics are made of the wool so used, and what the average number 
of yards made in each year, for the last three years? 

Answer. We make broadcloths only. I should say the average quantity of cloths made for the last 
three years would be 40,000 yards each year; but the quantity would be less in 1825, more in 1826, and 
still more in 1827. I cannot state exactly the quantity for each year. 

(Juestion. What has been the average price for the last three years of these cloths or fabrics in the 
markets where you have sold? 

Answer. The same quality of cloth which, in 1825, we sold in the Boston market at $4 per yard we 
sell now at $3 per yard in the same market; and the sale in 1827 has been decidedly lower than it was in 
1826. In like manner, the same qualities of cloth which we sold in 1825 at $3 in the Boston market 
now sells for $2 in the same market, and now sells lower than it did in 1826. These statements are about 
a fair sample of the depression in price of all our cloths. Our sales are almost entirely made in Boston, 
We sell very little cloth at the factory, and have made small sales at New York and Philadelphia. The 
sales at the now reduced prices are more dull than they were in 1825 at the then prices. Our cloths, 
finished, will average 64 quarter-yards wide. The various descriptions of cloths we make range from $2 
to $5 per yard, as we value them. As‘nearly as we can make the estimate, the cloth which in 1825 we 
sold at $4, and which we now sell at $3, dull sales, actually costs us, when ready for the market, an aver- 
age of $3 50 the yard. And the cloth selling in 1825 at $3, and now selling at $2, actually costs us that 
sum. Our cloths are sold by commission merchants, and the sales referred to in this answer are the 
gross sales. 

(Juestion. Were the manufacturers of woolens in this country doing a better business previous to 
the year 1824 than they have done since? 

Answer. I have no means of judging, as I was not engaged in the business until the close of that 
year. 
(Juestion. Do the woolen manufacturers of this country feel the effect of domestic competition? 

Answer. I do not think they do. The only competition which they experience or dread is that of the 
importation of foreign woolen goods. 

Question. Do manufactories with moderate capitals, and under the immediate superintendence of the 
proprietors, usually succeed better than incorporated companies with large capitals, and managed by 
officers and agents? 

Answer. 1 do not think a large capital a disadvantage, but, on the contrary, a decided advantage; 
but I believe all kinds of business usually succeeds best when under the management and superintendence 
of those interested in it. 

Question. Are there fluctuations in the prices of woolen goods occasioned by foreign importations? If 
yea, do these fluctuations add much to the embarrassment of the American manufacturer ? 

Answer. There are, and these fluctuations form the principal embarrassment which the American 
manufacturer has to contend with. 

(Juestion. Is the machinery used in the factory of which you speak of the most approved patterns 
used in this country ? 

Answer. So far as I am acquainted, it is. 

Question. Have any dividends been made upon the stock of the company of which you speak? If no, 
have there been any, and what, losses sustained for the last three years? 

Answer. No. There has never been a dividend made upon our stock. On the contrary, we have 
sustained losses, as follows: 

In 1825 the books of our company show a gain, between the cost of all the materials used, and all the 
labor, and the whole amount of sales, of $6,772 78. There were purchased by the company, when they 
purchased the site of the factory, one grist-mill, one saw-mill, and one oil-mill. These the company do 
not use, but they are rented at the best terms that can be procured; and in 1825 they received in rents 
for these, and for dwelling-houses, the sum of $1,041 69. These sums together make the sum of $7,814 47. 
The interest on the capital actually paid in and employed by the company that year, at six per cent., was 
$16,313 15. Showing in that year an actual loss of $8,498 68, without any allowance for wear and use 
of machinery, generally calculated to be worth nine or ten per cent.; and of which the company had in 
actual use that year what cost them, at fair prices, $37,000. In 1826 the books of the company showed 


a balance against the factory, after paying for all the materials and all the labor, of ...... $18,103 16 
Deduct from this the rents for that year upon the property mentioned above, amounting to .. 1,043 82 
And the clear loss will be............... pesca hes al wr gelach Ciwsehtatewacheea beans 17,059 34 








This is without any allowance for interest upon the capital, which was considerably increased in that 
year, or for the wear and tear of machinery, the value of which in actual use that year was $60,000. 
In 1827 our books have not been made up, but the same qualities of cloths have sold in this year 
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considerably lower than they did in 1826, and there must be a large loss beyond that of the interest upon 
ur capital and the wear and tear of our machinery. 
None of these losses have originated from bad debts; and all our sales are guarantied to us by the 
commission merchant, for which we pay him 23 per cent. This item is taken into the account and forms 
art of the loss. Our store is kept for the accommodation of the factory and the hands, and has afforded, 
on its own business, a small profit. 

Question. In which of the last three years have the sales of cloth been the best; and were they better 
in 1826 than in 1827? 

Answer. In 1825 they were best; in 1826 they were lower; and in 1827 they were still lower, as 
will be seen from my former answers. 

Question. Without reference to the price of wool, can the fabric be manufactured as cheap in the 
United States as in England? 

Answer. I think it can. All my information brings me to this conclusion, and one reason I would 
assign is, that we substitute a much larger share of the labor of females than they do in England in the 
woolen manufacture. 

Question. Were your sales more ready and at better prices in the fall of 1827 than in 1826? 

Answer, They were more dull and at lower prices in 1827 than in 1826; and I do not recollect that 
they altered materially in the fall of that year. 

Question. With the present price of real estate, the diminution in the cost of buildings, and the cost 
of machinery, would a new establishment, found on capital judiciously invested at this time, be likely to 
do a better or worse business than those erected in 1824, 1825, or 1826? 

Answer. I was unacquainted with the business until the latter part of 1824; but I am not aware of 
any material diminution of the value of real estate in my section of country, or in the cost of buildings 
and machinery since that time; and I cannot say that the investments made since that time have not been 
as judiciously and advantageously made as they now could be. ; 

(Juestion. Was not the opinion very generally entertained, on the passing of the act of 1824, that it 
afforded sufficient protection to manufacturers ? 

Answer. Not having been interested in the woolen business until after the passage of that act, I 
cannot give a very satisfactory answer as to what public opinion was at the time of its passage. I did 
think myself, when I became interested in the factory in which I am now interested, that that tariff bill 
would furnish fair protection; but I very soon found myself disappointed in this expectation. The method 
in which the duty is laid, to wit, an ad valorem duty, cannot, in my opinion, furnish sufficient protection, 
from the facility with which woolen goods are invoiced at a price far less than their cost, and from the diffi- 
culty, if not impossibility, of detecting the fraud, and arriving at a fair appraisal in this country. I 
therefore think that the same form of duty, if considerably increased, would not reach the object; but 
that a specific square yard duty only will give the protection required. I do not think the present duty 
sufficient, even if no evasions had taken place. 

(Juestion. What is the general character and description of the woolen goods shipped from Great 
Britain to this country, as compared with their other goods made for British home consumption? 

Answer. I have no means of answering the question. 

(Juestion. Can you give the whole number of hands employed in your factory; their classes into men, 
boys, and girls, and the average of the wages of the whole? 

Answer. In 1826 we employed about 200 persons, of whom 60 were men; 15 boys, from 10 to 15 years 
of age; 21 girls, from 10 to 15 years of age, and 104 women. An average of the wages of the whole, 
including superintendents, clerks, and all other officers and hands who receive wages, is 68 cents per 
working day for the year; this includes board. I cannot give an exact account of the number of hands 
or wages paid in 1827, but I think the whole number has been somewhat reduced, and women have been, 
in several instances, substituted for men, which will reduce the average of this year, but how much I 
cannot say. 

(Juestion. What is the whole value of materials you consume in your factory annually; what part of 
that value is of foreign, and what of domestic productions; and what is the value of the provisions con- 
sumed annually by the hands employed in the business of your establishment ? 

Answer. Of imported raw materials we consume annually the value of $33,612 ; of imported manu- 
factured articles we consume annually the value of $391; of domestic products, including lamp oil, we 
consume $28,525; making an aggregate of $62,528. The provisions consumed annually by the hands 
employed in our factory, and their families, amount to the value of $12,500; these persons also use domestic 
cotton goods to the amount of $7,000, and imported goods to the amount of $5,500; making, together, 
$25,000. 

There are annually consumed in the factory, of imported raw materials— 


0 


40,000 pounds of wool, averaging 60 cents ..........cc cece ceccceeccerces $24,000 00 
2,500 pounds of Bengal indigo, at $2 50........ Aneeews sense sa we Saws 6,250 00 
4,000 pounds of madder, at 14 cents ................ Eada eeeeaweNenees 560 00 

11,000 pounds of ground logwood, at 2} cents ...........--. (itehweshwees 247 00 
2,000 pounds of camwood, at Scents. .......0...ccceccecceccees pawn 100 00 
6,000 pounds of fustic, at 24 cents... ...... cece cece cece eee ee cece ncecee 135 00 
2,500 gallons of olive oil, at 90 cents..........cccceeceeeceecees ssh ig haan 2,850 00 

20 dozen flasks of olive oil, at $3 50..... Ee eee oe eee ee ee 70 00 


————— $33,612 00 
Of imported manufactured articles— 


150 pounds of hempen twine, at 20 cents..........0. eee eee eee eee wae 30 00 
150 pounds of worsted harness twine, at $1 60.......... cee eee eee ee eee 240 00 
10 pounds of sewing silk, at $6.......... Line eR Seer we ererrree 60 00 
40 pounds of sewing thread, at 92 cents......... Lik nat wink Ghd. Seatac 36 00 
50 dozen of linen tape, at 50 cents... .. 0... cc ccccccccccececerescccece 25 00 


391 00 





Of domestic products— 


60,000 pounds of wool, averaging 34 cents............-. ere tT Teer Ce 20,400 00 
6,000 pounds of woad, at 5 cents..........ncccccccccccccecescccccceces 300 00 





Carried forward.............. 20,700 00 34,003 00 
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Brought forward.......... »ssee+ $20,700 00 $34,003 09 
65 bushels of bran, at 30 cents... . .c..cecccscvescccescssecces (anew 20 00 
900,000 teazles, at $3...........2-20000s berieeen sa euk we piplaanenw eaten: 2,700 00 
2,000 pounds of quercitron bark, at 2} cents .......... eee cece eee sxbes 45 00 
350 cords of wood for fuel, at $3 50................ eee Tee rece 1,225 00 
3,000 pounds of copperas, at 3 cents..... ree (‘ieeh sete lseeeeeewes 90 00 
900 pounds of red argol, at 14 cents....... eC ree :4UOREER OUT LS vey 126 00 
500 pounds of blue vitriol, at 12 cents....... Peed eek pet beeeeeeees 60 00 
600 pounds of alum, at 5} cents...... Ea bes ew Due nisi Tee Teer re Te 33 00 
200 pounds of aqua fortis, at 12 cents.............eeeee eee e ees yas 24 00 
200 pounds of oil of vitriol, at 8 cents ............... LR RERRRY RHE NR Re 16 00 
8,000 pounds of hard soap, at 10 cents..................4. ere Cr eee 800 00 
300 barrels of soft soap, at $2 50 ..............s00008. ee ee a teles Keates 750 00 
DONO pounis OF KiNG, BE 14 CONS... 5.0.5.5 cece scccee sce eer 1,260 00 
500 pounds of harness leather, at 26 cents .............ccccccecccceces 130 00 
35 sides of thin leather, at $1 15 Gee 6 Kee niee Rue bee aeaeye 61 00 
20 dozen corn brooms, at $1 50........... Mee aiese Ga te repeeune ke 30 00 


err Tere te eer rT Tere TET eee Ter 455 00 





28,525 00 

LT; 

62,528 00 

SSS 

There are annually consumed by persons employed at the factory, and their families, the following 
articles: 





Corn, flour, rice, sugar, tobacco, and fish, amounting to..................6.. a ee $7,500 00 
8 ET TT eee eT Te TC re Pe ee eT ee eT eee eer T Tree 7,000 00 
Other domestic provisions and fuel...2..... rrr T Tee eT ee eee Peo Ce eee 5,000 00 
Of other imported goods, consisting of groceries, cutlery, hardware, silk, and other goods... 5,500 00 

25,000 00 








In the above estimate fractions are omitted. 

Question. Have the books, from which you have taken the several facts and results stated in your 
foregoing answers, been kept under your immediate superintendence; are they the books of your factory; 
have they been correctly kept; and have the memoranda, from which you have testified, been taken from 
those books and other authentic sources ? 

Answer. The books of our factory have been kept by a clerk, whose sole business it is to keep and 
take care of them under my immediate superintendence; they have been accurately kept, and as often as 
they have been balanced they have been examined and approved by the directors of the company. From 
these books the extracts have been made from which I have testified when I have purported to speak 
from the books. The other estimates are derived from authentic sources, and are substantially correct. 

Question. What is the state of the morals of the persons employed at your factory, and how does it 
compare with those of the same class of persons in other employments in life? 

Answer. From all my observations, I believe the morals of those employed in manufacturing to be as 
good as those of any other class in society, and there is, perhaps, a less amount of crime and immorality 
than among the same number of persons engaged in the other common avocations of life. I believe that, 
in almost every instance, one of the first cares among the directors of manufacturing establishments has 
been to establish schools and places of public worship, and the good effects are everywhere apparent. 


Testimony in relation to hemp, flax, and sail duck. 
Tursbay, January 15, 1828. 


Hon. James Clark admitted and sworn: 

Question. Where do you reside? 

Answer. I reside near the village of Winchester, Clark county, Kentucky. 

Question. Is the business of growing hemp an important business with the farmers in your Congres- 
sional district ? 

Answer. It is an important but not the principal business of those who reside in that Congressional 
district. 

Question. What counties are included in your district ? 

Answer. The counties of Clark, Fayette, and Woodford. 

Question. Are you not acquainted in the counties of Bourbon, Scott, and Jessamine, in the State of 
Kentucky; and do you not know that hemp-growing is an important part of the business of the agricul- 
turists of these counties also? 

Answer, I am well acquainted in Bourbon, and partially in Scott and Jessamine, and know it to be 
an important business in Bourbon; and, from information in which I have full confidence, believe it to be 
important in the other counties also. 

Question. What has been the market price for hemp, cleaned ready for the manufactory, in your 
section of the State for the last three years? 

Answer. I should say that, for the two years preceding the last, the average has been $4 per 112 
pounds. During the last year it fluctuated considerably, but presume that the average has been about 
$5 per 112 pounds. 

_ Question. Are not the counties above named, and also the counties of Mercer and Lincoln, capable of 
producing a much larger quantity of this article than they now do, if a steady and fair market was 
afforded ? 

Answer, The soil is well adapted to the culture of hemp, and I think these counties possess a capacity 
to produce a much greater quantity than they now produce, if a good market and fair prices were afforded. 
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Question. Is the manufacture of hemp, to any considerable extent, carried on in your district; and if 
so, into what fabrics principally ? 

Answer. It is manufactured to a considerable extent in Fayette, and to a lesser extent in the counties 
of Clarke and Woodford. The fabrics into which it is manufactured are cotton bagging, yarns, and 

rdage. 
i Question. Have you any means of knowing whether the manufacture of hemp in your district affords 
to the manufacturer a fair compensation for his labor and capital employed in the business ? 

Answer. Ihave no means of knowing, except what I have acquired in casual conversations with 
manufacturers, and my knowledge of the price of hemp. These conversations have impressed me with a 
firm belief that neither the grower nor the manufacturer receives a fair compensation for the labor and 
capital employed. ; 

Question. Is it not important to the interests of the hemp-growers and the manufacturers of hemp in 
Kentucky, and particularly in the district you represent, to have an increase of duty on imported hemp? 

Answer. I think it highly important, not only in the district of country of which I speak, but to every 
other part of Kentucky, to have an increase of duty on imported hemp. 

Question. Have you been a hemp-grower or manufacturer of hemp; or are you now concerned in either 
of these branches of business ? 

Answer. I have not cultivated hemp to any considerable extent, and I have never been engaged in 
its manufacture. I did grow hemp, but have abandoned it for the last four or five years, because it did 
not yield a fair profit on the capital employed. 

Question. Where is your market for cotton bagging ? 

Answer. It is generally sold in Tennessee, Alabama, and Mississippi. 

Question. What price does it command in these markets ? 

Answer. I do not know. 

Question. What is the quality of the Kentucky cotton bagging compared with that which is imported ? 

Answer. I know nothing of their qualities, of my own knowledge, never having seen any of the 
imported article; but from conversations which I have held with intelligent cotton-growers in the south- 
western States, the Kentucky bagging is esteemed from one and a half to two cents per yard better than 
that imported. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of the quantity of cotton bagging imported; or is your opinion, 
as to the necessity of a further protection, formed from any information you possess as to the competition 
between the foreign and domestic article ? 

Answer. I have no precise information as to the quantity imported. My opinion, as to further pro- 
tection to that article, arises from the low and unsteady price of hemp, and from the complaints I have 
heard made by the manufacturers of bagging, that they did not receive a fair return for the capital 
employed in its manufacture. 

Question. Has there been a greater quantity of hemp grown in Kentucky in the year 1827 than in 
the average of former years ? 

Answer. I think there was a much greater quantity grown in 1827 than in any preceding year, and 
itis to be accounted for from the fact that the crop of 1826 bore a higher price, considerably, than any 
other crop of which I have any recollection, and because many of the hemp farmers were impressed with 
the belief that the enhancement of price was attributable to a failure of the hemp crops in Russia, and 
that no crop would be imported into the United States subsequently to that failure, before their crops 
would be carried to market. But I do not undertake to determine whether their calculations were well or 
ill founded. 

Question. If your farmers have found the culture of hemp not affording a fair compensation for the 
labor and capital employed, have they found other objects of more profitable pursuit, and what are the 
most material of these pursuits ? 

Answer. I do not say that the culture of hemp has been abandoned; if other objects have been found 
more profitable than its cultivation, it has been on the large farms, by the cultivation of grain and the 
raising of stock. 


Turspay, January 15. 


The honorable Joseph Vance, being requested, appeared before the committee; and on the chairman’s 
proposing to administer to him an oath to make true answers to such questions as should be propounded, 
the witness refused to be sworn, alleging as a reason that he had voted against the adoption of the 
resolution by the House because he thought it unconstitutional, and that he cannot, therefore, now submit 
to the operation of any rule which he believes to be of that character; but that he was willing to answer, 
as a member of the House, any questions without being sworn. And thereupon it was ordered that an 
entry be made of the foregoing facts on the journal of the committee. 

The committee having considered the preceding subject, it was 

Resolved, That this committee do not feel authorized, under the resolution of the House, to examine 
the witness, unless on oath; and that, as to any further proceedings thereon, the consideration thereof be 


postponed. 
Tuespay, January 22, 1828. 


John Travers, of Paterson, Essex county, New Jersey, admitted and sworn: 

Question. Are you engaged in the manufacture of sail duck; and if so, from what material ? 

Answer. I am engaged in the manufacture of sail duck from flax solely, but am well acquainted with 
the process of manufacture of the same article from cotton and hemp. I have made duck from hemp, but 
in very small quantities, and merely as matter of experiment, and believe that I am the only person in 
the United States who has spun hemp with machinery. The manufacture of duck from cotton is carried 
on In my immediate neighborhood. Nie 

Question. Where is your manufactory situated; what is the name by which it is known; and is it 
conducted by an incorporated company, or by or on individual account ? f 

Answer. In Paterson, Essex county, New Jersey. It is an incorporated company, and its corporate 
hame is the “ Phoenix Manufacturing Company.” 

Question. What is the capital employed ? 
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Answer. The capital actually paid in by the stockholders is about $170,000. The shares are $50 each 
the whole of which has been paid in, except that the amount of the subscription originally was $200,000, 
of which some shares were abandoned, and the company purchased others, so as to reduce the Capital Pe 
about the sum above named. The shares purchased by the company were at a very reduced price. 

Question. How long has your factory been in operation, either by individuals or by the company? 

Answer. The factory, 1 have understood, commenced under private individuals some time in 1814, 
making no duck, but other linens. These proprietors continued awhile and then failed. The factory was 
then sold under a mortgage and taken by one individual, who continued the business until 1821, makin 
duck only one year, and that upon a contract with the Navy Department. In 1821 I became a partner. 
The former owner valued the factory at $37,500 in its then condition, and I paid that amount in cash to 
be employed as active capital, and upon which we proceeded in the business. Our contracts with the 
Navy were continued until 1822 or 1823, when we had no contract with the Government, and became 
embarrassed. When I advanced the money just mentioned, I took a conveyance of the whole establish. 
ment as a security for the advance, and under that security the whole factory fell into my hands, Ip 
1824 the establishment was incorporated. Soon after the incorporation, other individuals joined in taking 
stock, paying me in shares of the company, the estimated value of the factory, and it has since been 
carried on for the benefit of the company, under my sole management. 

Question. What is the number of officers engaged, and what the number of hands employed in your 
factory ? : 

Answer. I am president of the company, and receive $1,500 per annum, discharging also the duties 
of superintendent; and one clerk, at $400, who keeps the books of the company. There are no other 
officers receiving pay. We have 265 hands employed, when in full operation, and we have that number 
now engaged. Of these, 109 are men, who receive, on an average, 65 cents per day; of boys there are 42, 
receiving $1 374 per week, who are from eight to fourteen years of age There are 61 women, who 
receive $2 374 per week; and 53 girls, from eight to twelve years of age, receiving $1 37} per week—all 
of whom pay their own board. 

Question. What kind of raw material is used; what is the quantity manufactured; and where is it 
produced ? 

Answer. We use flax exclusively; and during the year 1827 we employed 960 spindles and 200 
twisting spindles. The quantity of flax wrought was 382,478 pounds. The whole of it was imported. 
The crown flax from Poland constituted the largest proportion; the remainder was imported from Ireland 
and Russia. From the gross amount of flax already mentioned, there were 237,093 pounds of clean or 
hackled flax, and 145,385 pounds of tow. The hackled flax is used exclusively for the warp of sail duck, 
and the tow for the filling. 

Question. What are the different kinds of fabrics manufactured, and the quantity of each? 

Answer. We made last year 7,010 bolts or pieces, which usually measure forty yards each. As I 
have not my books or papers to refer to at this moment, I cannot speak with certainty as to the relative 
quantities of duck, cotton bagging, and hammock cloth, which comprise all the articles we manufacture; 
but I presume it did not differ from 5,800 pieces of canvas, 1,000 of hammock cloth, and about 210 
pieces of bagging. The cotton bagging is made of the most inferior quality of tow. The canvas is about 
twenty inches in width; the hammock cloths are not confined to any particular width, but depend on 
contract with the Government, which usually requires it to be about forty-four inches; the cotton bagging 
is forty-two inches wide. 

Question. What is the cost of the raw material ? 

Answer. Trish flax usually costs about 13 cents per pound. Russian flax, called “twelve head St. 
Petersburg,” which is the best quality, costs about 11 cents. The Polish “crown flax,” which is better 
than Russian, but not so good as Irish, costs about 12 cents. I speak of the cost in New York. I have 
never used any but Irish flax until last year. The American flax sells at 8 cents. In 1822 I made duck 
of American flax; but I ascertained, from actual experiment, that it would not answer, and that my credit 
as a manufacturer was likely to suffer, and I abandoned it. I am satisfied that the superior quality of 
the foreign over the American flax is to be attributed, almost exclusively, to their preparing it by water- 
rotting, while in America it is prepared by dew-rotting. In this country, too, it is suffered to grow too 
long, with a view of saving seed; whilst the foreign is pulled when the bloom falls, and before the boll is 
formed. I conceive the difference between American flax, pulled when the blossom falls and water-rotted, 
and that which is pulled after it has seeded and dew-rotted, would be fifty per cent. better to the farmer 
and to the manufacturer, estimated upon the present prices. The one gains that much by the quantity 
and quality of the article, and the latter can afford to give that much more for it than it is now worth to 
him. Flax pulled at this time will weigh 33} per cent. more than when suffered to go to seed. 

Question. What is the cost of manufacturing a bolt of duck, exclusive of the cost of the raw material? 

Answer. Of one kind of duck made at our factory, the flax required for each bolt is about 65 pounds, 
The cost of manufacturing from the flax, and preparing for the market, this bolt of duck will be on the 
average about $5 05; the value of the flax would be, at 13 cents per pound, $8 45; and our asking price 
in the market for this bolt of duck is $15 50; but we have great difficulties in making sales at this price. 
In this calculation of cost, nothing is included for commissions on sales, for transportation* to market, for 
interest of capital, for casualties, for the use of machinery, &c., &c. 

(Juestion. Where do you find a market for your different fabrics ? 

Answer, Contracts with the Navy Department have furnished our principal market, and without this 
demand we have become embarrassed. We have made limited sales in New York, Boston, and Philadel- 
phia, for the merchant service. We have sold duck also in New Orleans. In 1826, the amount of our 
sales in New York was $12,036 96, as appears by an account current exhibited to the committee. I have 
not with me an account of our sales in 1827 in New York, and cannot, therefore, state them accurately. 
The last contract with the Government terminates in May next. 

(Juestion. As a business, can the manufacture of coarse goods from flax be conducted with any profit 
under the influence of the present duties on the foreign fabrics ? 

___ Answer. It cannot. The cost of the raw material, the excessive importations, and the mode of 
collecting the duty, render it absolutely necessary that the manufacturer of those articles should be 





© After the witness had left Washington, on his return home, he wrote to the Hon. Mr. Condict, one of the committee, 
a letter, of which the following is an extract, and which, by permission of the committee, is here inserted, dated Baltimore, 
24th January, 1828: ‘In my evidence before the committee, in the calculation of the cost of a bolt of duck, ‘transportation’ 
was excepted. I meant it to be included. Will you cause the word ‘transportation’ to be stricken out.’”’ 
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a 
rotected by additional and specific duties, in order to enable him to do a fair and steady business; unless, 
indeed, he should succeed by contingencies, upon which no certain or continued reliance can be placed. 

Question. Why did you not continue the manufacture of sail duck from hemp ? 

Answer. We discontinued it because the raw material costs as much as the flax, does not make as 
durable an article, and the waste is 25 per cent. greater than from flax. We cannot weave hemp without 
starching or sizing, the effect of which is to cause the cloth to mildew more rapidly, and we do not starch 
or size the flax duck at all. 

Question. In the experiments made by you, did you use American or foreign hemp ? 

Answer. I used foreign hemp. 

Question. Is there the same difference between the durability of dew-rotted and water-rotted hemp 
which you have before described between dew-rotted and water-rotted flax ? 

Answer. There is the same difference, and it exists not in the strength, but in the durability of articles 
manufactured. Those from dew-rotted hemp certainly decompose, when exposed to the weather, much 
sooner than those which are made from water-rotted hemp or flax. 

Question. Do you believe if sufficient protection were by law extended to the American hemp, and 
the manufactures from it, sail duck and other fabrics usually made from hemp would be produced in this 
country, within a short period of time, in sufficient quantities and at fair prices ? 

Answer. 1 do not think a higher duty on raw hemp would benefit the grower of hemp or increase the 
consumption. If the foreign manufactured article paid a higher duty, it would increase the manufacture 
of the raw material, and thus afford a better price to the grower of the article, and, by increasing the 
consumption, afford a more certain market. If the American flax were pulled at a proper season, and 
water-rotted, like the foreign, there would now be a demand, if all the factories were in operation, for 
950,000 pounds of flax, and for 5,000 tons of hemp annually, at a price fifty per cent. better than is now 
paid for the dew-rotted American hemp or flax. 

Question. Have you any information to be relied on as to the probable importation of raw hemp and 
sail duck for the ensuing year; and if so, from whence is it expected, and of what qualities and material ? 

Answer. All the information I have on this subject is derived from two letters lately received from a 
gentleman in Boston, exclusively engaged in the Russia trade, who writes as follows: “We shall this 
year have ten thousand pieces more heavy duck, and twenty thousand more ravens, from Russia, than in 
1826, besides the imperial and London imitation duck, both of which are now selling here at lower rates, 
and are much preferred to ours; therefore, what is here considered better duck can be had for more than 
ten per cent. less than your present prices, say $16 for No. 1.” 

“Russia duck is now coming out much lower than earlier in the season; the manufacturers there are 
shipping it on their own account; and a friend writes me that ‘Brusgin says he will ‘yet lay the Phoenix 
on the shelf’ Forty thousand bolts had been shipped, at last dates, to the United States, not including 
ravens duck. Every piece of ‘imperial duck’ has been bought on arrival, and large orders will be sent for 
it in future.” 

I have made it my business to inquire into the subject, and I know of but one house which is engaged 
in the importation of sail cloths from Russia, except in Boston, and that one is in New York. This trade 
is almost monopolized in Boston. 

Question. What quantity of sail-cloth is made from cotton in the United States, so far as you know; 
what are its qualities, and what its cost ? 

Answer. There are about 1,500 bolts of sail-cloth manufactured annually in Paterson, New Jersey, 
from cotton, which usually contain about 60 yards each. There is also a factory in Baltimore, which, I 
have understood, made about the same quantity. The cloth, when manufactured, costs rather less than 
what is made here from hemp or flax, and the demand for it is somewhat better. Eleven hundred bolts 
of that made in New Jersey were sold in Philadelphia, and two hundred in New York, last year. I do 
not believe any of it was sold north or east of New York. The consumption of it must necessarily 
increase, and I think it will soon be exclusively used by all river craft and coasting vessels. If all the 
craft employed in the North river were to be refitted with sails, it would require 828,000 yards. 

Question. Is it as good for sails, for any and what vessels, as sails made of hemp or flax ? 

Answer. It is preferred on board fore-and-aft rigged vessels, because they can sail from a half to three- 
fourths of a point nearer the wind with it than with hemp or flax sails; nor does it stretch or shrink so 
much as the flax canvas. 

Question. Is it better than sails made of dew-rotted or water-rotted hemp ? 

Answer. It is better and cheaper than sails made of American dew-rotted hemp or flax. 

Question. What are the relative prices per yard of the several species of sail-cloths of which you 
have been speaking in the markets where they are sold ? 

Answer. The imperial duck referred to in this extract is an imitation of duck made at the “ Phoenix 
Mill,” from samples procured for the purpose and sent to Russia. 











Quality. | Weight. Prices per yd., siaibilia per yard, flax. Prices per yard, hemp. 
j | a Fie inicio = 
| Pounds. Cents. | Cents. 
PO iittkcsnielniaianiacidentyaenavie «. neues | 373 4l | 383 
Races snabaeein so sesiceeeaec ewes csneecesan= | 35 39 | 37} 
Wain kisi cuabileckvikabnnties eien keen. | 32} 7 | 36} 
PE sveislalola  isis's's slo's s'giedisisaieiare seiciesisgsweesw saan 30 35 35 
Riabiescidaceaunrecbenescneevncwenines | Dy 3 | 333 
Se ee ee 25 33 Roy 
Ualochuuwslesisssitessleeepesanciee | sssescicesisas | 224 32 | 3l¢ 
Rcbercsesniaacabewdsaepwerssbanecwsensnanes 20 31 30 
MEMINIANO's iesinn senna sinieeesie baauancerecweeesaies | ae 0s Wiuaculewiawanlemearsenues cream acaien dees About fifty-six cents. 
UR arr ictittactcuadunincadducnciernes | | Semen | about 16 











_ _ The weight is estimated on the supposition that each bolt is forty yards in length, and this statement 
is believed to be nearly correct. The cotton and flax duck are neither starched nor sized. The Russia 
duck is all starched, as is also the English. The cotton duck is about 24 inches wide, the flax is 20 
inches wide, and the Russia 30 inches wide. 
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Question. Is there any difficulty in manufacturing sail-cloth from cotton which will not be easil 
surmounted by fair and reasonable patronage or encouragement, or might it be made to an extent which 
would be limited only by the demand ? 

Answer. There are no difficulties. It is rather more simple in the manufacture than cotton shirting 

Question. Do you know how many sail-cloth factories and factories manufacturing hemp and flax are 
now in the United States, how many are now unemployed, and what amount of fabrics can they annually 
produce ? 

Answer. There are but three factories in operation; two of these are engaged in making sail-cloth 
for the United States Navy; the other manufactured various articles from flax, but Iam unable to say 
what are its pursuits at present. There are six other factories in different States capable of makin 
sail-cluths, which have been suspended. From what I have been told as to the number of spindles jn 
the United States, they are capable of making 19,132 bolts, or 765,280 yards of heavy duck. If the duties 
were so increased as to insure a fair profit I could make nearly fifty per cent. more with the same machinery 
than I have heretofore done, and it is likely that there would be some increase at the other factories, 

Question. Is it the practice of American vessels about sailing from America to foreign ports to clear 
out for their voyage with old and worn sails and to supply themselves with sails in foreign ports, thus 
avoiding the duty upon the hemp or the manufacture imposed by our laws? 

Answer. I have no knowledge of my own upon the subject; but I once made application to a captain 
and owner of an American vessel to sell him sails for his vessel, and he informed me he was in the habit 
of supplying his vessel in foreign ports, and declined purchasing of me. Ido not know the extent to 
which this practice prevails, but from what I have heard I should think it is very frequently done. 

Question. Are Russia or other sail ducks, to your knowledge, brought to this country, and, after being 
re-exported with the benefit of drawback, actually worked up to make sails for the same vessels which 
take them from the American ports ? 

Answer. I cannot answer this question from my own knowledge, but I have often heard of instances 
of this kind, and do believe they are frequent. 

Question. Have you ever known of samples of your cloth being sent to foreign countries to be 
imitated and returned to the United States? 

Answer. Our cloth has been imitated in Russia and England from samples sent out for the purpose 
by a merchant of Philadelphia and a merchant of Salem, and the sample I now exhibit is from a bolt of 
duck made in England; a parcel of which was actually on sale in Philadelphia, from which I cut this 
strip as I passed through on my way to this city. I have no means of determining the relative durability 
of our duck and the Russian and English imitation, but the imitations are starched; and it is a known 
fact that the starch in duck facilitates the mildew and the consequent decomposition of the material of 
the cloth. Our duck is not starched. 

For the quality, durability, and character of our duck I refer the committee to the following certificate 
from the Commissioners of the Navy of the United States, which was furnished by them to Mr, Vaughn, 
of Philadelphia, and I request that it may be appended to my answer: 


“Navy Commissioners’ Orrice, January 27, 1820, 


“Str: The Commissioners of the Navy have received your letter of the 22d instant. 

“The sample of canvas received with it (herewith returned) is similar to the canvas which the 
Commissioners have annually contracted for at Paterson, New Jersey. 

“Tn the year 1815 the Commissioners directed a main-topsail and main-topgallantsail for the Boxer 
to be made of Mr. Chapman’s canvas, and they instructed Captain Porter, then commanding the Boxer, to 
wear these sails with others made of the English and Russia canvas, in order to test their relative durability. 
The result, as reported by Captain Porter, proved Mr. Chapman’s canvas to be greatly superior to either 
English or Russia. It possessed twice the durability. The enclosed is a piece of the topsail of the Boxer, 
of Mr. Chapman’s canvas, after wearing out the English and Russia canvas. 

“The Commissioners of the Navy are decidedly of opinion that the American canvas tested by them 
is greatly superior to any ever imported into our country. 

“T am, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 


“JOHN ROGERS. 
“Joun Vaveun, Esq., Philadelphia.” 


Question. In what parts of the United States is hemp now produced, and from what sections of 
country is the best quality sent to market ? 

Answer. It is principally grown in Kentucky; but it is also produced in Pennsylvania, Ohio, and New 
York. The quality of hemp produced in different parts of the United States is generally the same. The 
present price of Kentucky hemp in market is about $125 per ton. The present price of Russia is $270. 
The usual price of the first is from $110 to $125. The latter is worth generally about $225. The dif- 
ference in price is owing to the different manner of preparing it for market, as has been before stated. 

Question. In what parts of the United States do you find flax grown to the greatest extent and of the 
best qualities ? 

Answer. It is grown more extensively in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Kentucky than in any other 
of the States. I think it is not grown extensively in any other of the States. I think the qualities would 
be equal to any grown in Europe, if the same time of pulling and the same manner of preparing was 
adopted in this country that is practiced in Europe. The sample of the largest flax that I have seen or 
read of was raised on the rice lands of South Carolina. A sample was sent to me of five feet eleven 
inches in the stalk. The flax was taken from the ground in time to admit of the sowing a crop of rice in 
the same season. The American flax is at present extensively used in making sail and other twine. 

(Juestion. What duties and changes in the mode of the collection thereof are, in your opinion, neces- 
sary to enable the manufacturer to pursue his business successfully ? 

Answer. The following scale of duties would, I believe, answer: 

On all sail duck, nine cents per square yard, to increase one-half cent per square yard annually for 
four years. 

On osnaburgs, ticklenburgs, and burlaps, five cents per square yard, to increase one-half cent per 
square yard annually for four years. 

The drawback should not be allowed on less than 50 or 100 bolts of canvas to be exported. It 
would, perhaps, be just and proper that sails procured or made up out of the United States, whether in 
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use or not, on board of vessels belonging to citizens of the United States, should be subject to the same 
duty as may be imposed on sail duck imported into the United States. 


Testimony in relation to spirits from grain. 
Monpay, January 14, 1828. 


Hon. William Russell, of Adams county, Ohio, admitted and sworn: 

Question. Have you been engaged in the purchase and sale of domestic spirits, and can you state the 
average price? 

Answer. I have bought and sold the article for twenty years past. For the last five or six years the 
price has varied from sixteen to twenty cents. Sometimes it has exceeded twenty cents per gallon, I 
think eighteen cents would be a fair average price. 

Question. To what market do you usually send the article? 

Answer. To New Orleans. 

Question. Does the distillation of that article afford a market to the agriculturist for his grain, and is 
it important to him to preserve that market ? 

Answer. It does afford a market for the surplus grain; and it is very important to him to preserve and 
increase it. It converts the grain into less bulk, and diminishes the cost of transportation. 

(Question. Does the price of whiskey regulate the price of grain, or that of grain control the price of 
whiskey ? 

_ As a general rule, the price of grain regulates that of whiskey; but there are exceptions to 
the rule. 

Question. Do you suppose that the western States generally have capacity and facilities to produce 
a sufficiency of domestic spirits for the entire consumption of the United States ? 

Answer. I cannot speak with certainty, but think it probable they can distil a sufficiency for all of 
the United States, with sufficient encouragement, or at fair prices. 

Question. Is it not part of the farming business of the west to grow corn for distillation into 
whiskey ? 

Answer. It is. They raise as much corn as they can. 

Question. Is the raising of coarse grain for distillation a good business for the farmers of your State, 
at the present rates of whiskey ? 

Answer. I do not think he receives a fair price for his labor in that business at present prices. 

Question. Do you consider the low price of whiskey and great abundance or ardent spirits as preju- 
dicial to the industry and morals of the country ? 

Answer. I am not sensible that the diminution produces any sensible effect on the industry or morals 
of the country. It was as much used when that article sold at one dollar per gallon by retail as at this 
time. This state of things, however, may be attributable to the improved morals of the community. 





Hon. James Findlay, of Cincinnati, Ohio, admitted and sworn: 
Question. What has been the general price of whiskey at Cincinnati for the last four or five years? 
Answer. The shipping price on an average does not exceed 20 cents per gallon. 
Question. Is the quantity distilled increasing ? 
Answer. It is. 
Question. Is Cincinnati the principal whiskey market for a considerable extent of country? 
Answer. It is the market for large portions of Ohio and Kentucky. 
Question. Is the distillation of grain into spirits important to the farming interests of Ohio ? 
Answer. It certainly is. F 


Hon. Charles A. Wickliffe, of Nelson county, Kentucky, admitted and sworn: 

Question. What was the common or general price of whiskey at Louisville and in the interior of 
Kentucky for the last three years ? 

Answer. I think the price by wholesale has been from 16 to 20 cents at Louisville; the average may 
be fixed at about 18 cents. Much of it has been bought this year, deliverable in warehouses, on navigable 
streams, at 15 and 16 cents, without a charge for the barrel, which costs the distiller about 75 cents. I 
speak of merchantable proof whiskey. 

Question. What quantity of whiskey will a bushel of good sound corn yield ? 

Answer. The average product is about two gallons; some make more, some make less. 

Question. Is the distillation of spirits from grain important to the farming iuterests of your State? 

Answer. It certainly is. In that section of the country in which I live, and with which I am best 
acquainted, it forms the largest article of exportation. 

Question. What share of the whiskey distilled does the farmer receive for his bushel of corn when 
distilled ? 

Answer. He receives one-half of the product, which is ordinarily one gallon per bushel. 

Question. What is the usual price of corn in your neighborhood ? 

Answer. The average may be set down at 18 cents. 


Ordered, That the Hon. Nathaniel Garrow and the Hon. Jeromus Johnson, members of the House of 
Representatives, be requested to attend the committee to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock, to answer such 
questions as may be put to them in relation to the matters of inquiry before the committeé. 


Turspay, January 15, 1828. 


Hon. Nathaniel Garrow admitted and sworn: 
Question. Where do you reside ? 
Answer. I reside in Auburn, Cayuga county, New York. 
Question. Are you now and have you for some years past been engaged in the distillation of spirits 
from grain ? 
Answer. I have been engaged in tnat business for about twenty-five of the last twenty-seven years. 
Question. What kinds of grain do you use in your distilleries ? 
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Answer. I use corn and rye principally. I have sometimes, used wheat of the second quality. 

Question. Do you use those kinds of grain separately or combined; and if combined, in what 
proportions ? ; : : 

Answer. I use those grains (corn and rye) combined, in the proportion of two parts of corn to one of 
rye. This has been the case’ for the last fifteen years. If it could be done conveniently, it would be 
preferable that they should be used in equal quantities, but the scarcity of rye prevents that practice 
extensively. I would not wish to use more than one-half rye. 

Question. Do these grains thus combined yield more spirit than either would separately distilled ? 

Answer. I am of opinion that one-half corn will yield more spirit than corn or rye exclusively. 

Question. Where is that part of the whiskey made in your section of the country, and which is not 
required for the home consumption, marketed ? 

Answer. New York is the principal market for all that is not consumed in the neighborhood. 

Question. What has been the average price, in large quantities, for the last five years, in that market? 

Answer. I cannot speak certainly as to the market price in New York, except for the last two years, 
During the last season I have sold, on contract, at 274 to 30 cents. The average of my sales has been 
about 29 cents; perhaps that is somewhat above the market price. The season previous to the last I gold 
for 30 and some as high as 33 cents, but I made advantageous sales. The price generally was not so good, 
but I will not undertake to fix the average. My sales have been in casks of thirty-six gallons, which 
casks cost 874 cents; and for these casks I received nothing. The whiskey was hydrometer proof. The 
cost of transportation, including the price of the cask, together with other incidental expenses, is about 
six cents per gallon. 

Question. What has been the average selling prices where you reside, for the same time, in any 
considerable quantities ? 

Answer. 1 think the average price of this article in the country has been about 25 cents per gallon for 
the last five years; but this is what is called country proof, which is fully twelve and a half to fifteen per 
cent. below the hydrometer or market proof. I speak of large sales to merchants, and of my own whiskey, 
made in copper stills, which has generally commanded a better price than most of the distillations in that 
section of country. Other manufacturers have, during the same time, sold hydrometer proof at the 
same prices, and even a penny lower, at the same places. 

Question. What have been the cash prices of rye and corn at your distilleries, on the average, during 
the same time ? 

Answer. The average cash price of corn for the last five years may be said to be 42 cents, though it 
has been sold as low as 34 cents, and sometimes as high as 50 cents. The average price of rye I take to 
have been 50 cents. 

Question. Is there a large surplus of these grains in your neighborhood dependent upon the distil- 
leries for a market ? 

Answer. There is. 

Question. Is the business of distilling these grains at the present time sufficiently extensive to furnish 
a fair market for this surplus in your part of the country ? 

Answer. I should say not. Some of these grains are sent from my neighborhood to a market upon 
the canals; but I cannot say how much. The quantity depends very much on the price which corn or 
corn meal bears in New York. 

Question. Has the farmer in your section of country for the last five years received a fair compen- 
sation for his time and capital in the prices at which his coarse grains have sold ? 

Answer. I think not. There is a general complaint on that subject; and my own experience, as a 
farmer, convinces me that the product is an inadequate return for the labor bestowed. 

Question. Is your section of country capable of producing a much larger surplus of these grains, if a 
market was afforded, than it now does? 

Answer. It is. 

Question. What quantity of spirits have you distilled during the last year ? 

Answer. I have distilled within the last twelve months from 70,000 to 80,000 gallons. I shall probably 
distil as much the ensuing year. I have increased the quantity gradually from year to year, 

Question. Do you consider the distillation of spirits from grain a fair business in your section of 
the country ? 

Answer. I do. 

Question. Do you think a diminution of the price of whiskey will increase the consumption of it in 
any grain section of country? 

Answer. I do not. 





Testimony in relation to spirits from molasses and other materials. 
Monpay, January 14, 1828. 


Hon. William Russell further examined: 

Question. Is it not important to the farming interest of your State that the introduction of foreign 
spirits, and of foreign material, for the purpose of distillation, should be discouraged by additional 
duties ? 

Answer. I deem it so. 

Question. Do you know the quantity of spirits distilled from foreign materials in the United States? 

Answer. I do not. 


Hon. James Findlay further examined: 
Question. Is it important to the farming interests of Ohio that the introduction of foreign spirits, and 
of the foreign material for distillation into spirits, should be discouraged by additional duties? 
Answer. There can be no doubt on that subject. 


Hon. Charles A. Wickliffe further examined: 
Question. Is it not important to the agriculturist of Kentucky that the duties on foreign spirts, and 
on foreign molasses, from which it is distilled, should be increased ? 
Answer. I think it highly important that the duties should be increased, because the increased demand 
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which would be produced by an exclusion of the foreign article would be supplied by the domestic 
production, and thus afford a more extended market. 


TuEspay, January 15, 1828. 


Hon. Nathaniel Garrow further examined: 

Question. Is it an object, in your opinion, important to the farming interests of your State, to dis- 
courage the importations of foreign spirits and of foreign materials for distillation by an increase of the 
present rates of duty? 

Answer. That is my opinion. 

Question. Are there any distilleries of spirits from foreign materials in your section of the country ? 

Answer. There are none. 


Hon. Jeromus Johnson, of the city of New York, admitted and sworn: 

Question. Are you now or have you ever been engaged in the distillation of spirits from imported 
molasses; and if so, when, and at what place ? 

Answer. I am not now engaged in that business, but was from the year 1805 to1812. The distillery 
was at the city of Hudson, in the State of New York. 

Question. What was the average price per gallon of imported molasses at your distillery during 
the time you were engaged in this kind of distillation ? 

Answer. Distillers have always to buy two or three qualities, in order to carry on their business 
profitably. The price of the most inferior was then from 28 to 32 cents. The best of that used for dis- 
tilling usually costs from 33 to 36 cents. The quantity of inferior used is much greater than that which 
is good. In consequence of the inferior quality used in the hot season, the rum produced becomes soured, 
and so do the cisterns or vats; then the better molasses is used to prevent the acetous fermentation, and 
to raise the character of the rum. 

Question. What is the average quantity of sprits, of hydrometer proof, distilled from a gallon of 
molasses ? 

Answer. A gallon of molasses, of good quality, will produce a gallon of spirits, hydrometer proof. 
That which is inferior produces less by 5 to 74 per cent. Hydrometer proof is above the custom-house 
first proof 3 per cent. 

Question. What was the difference of value between a gallon of rum made from molasses and the 
gallon of molasses ? 

Answer. The difference was 124 cents per gallon. At this time the distiller can well afford to carry 
on the business, by receiving from 8 to 10 cents per gallon more for his spirits than he gave for his 
molasses. 

Question. Have you the means of forming an opinion as to the quantity of spirits distilled from 
imported molasses in the United States at the present time ? 

Answer. The only opinion I can express is founded on my knowledge of the distilleries in the 
neighborhood of New York, at Hudson and at Albany. These distil about 350,000 gallons of molasses 
per year at this time. I think the quantity distilled in the section of country of which I speak, (including 
Hudson, Albany, Jersey City, and Staten Island,) is less by one-half now than in 1812, by reason of the 
greater quantity of whiskey brought into the market, and to the preference given to that over the rum. I 
have no means of forming an opinion as to the quantity of rum distilled from molasses in the United States, 
other than the facts before related. 

Question. What is the average price of molasses, per gallon, in the city of New York? 

Answer. The average price is from 28 to 32 cents. 

Question. What is the value of a gallon of rum distilled from molasses in the city of New York? 

Answer. New rum, said to be pure, is worth from 35 to 40 cents. Inferior qualities, made of whiskey 
and molasses, sell lower by 3 or 4 cents in the gallon. 

Question. Are there not large quantities of whiskey used with molasses in the distillation of what is 
called new rum ? 

Answer. There are. 

Question. What is the price of molasses in the West Indies ? 

Answer. The price varies from 5 to 12} cents. 

Question. What are the freight, charges, duties, and all other expenses of delivering such molasses 
in our ports, per gallon ? 

Answer. Including all expenses, it amounts to 20 cents per gallon over and above the purchase money. 
The average weight of 100 gallons of molasses, such as is used in distilling rum, is about 950 to 1,050 
pounds. 


Testimony in relation to window and other glass. 
Tuurspay, January 17, 1828. 


Benjamin Bakewell, of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, admitted and sworn: 

Question. Are you engaged in any branch of manufactures; and if so, what is that branch, and how 
long have you been concerned in it ? 

Answer. I am concerned in the manufacture of flint glass, and commenced it in the year 1808, and 
have been continually engaged in it since that time. 

Question. Have you had wany difficulties to encounter in establishing your manufactory, and have 
you surmounted them? 

Answer. We had at first great difficulties in the labor of searching for the proper materials and in 
obtaining suitable workmen. We have surmounted all difficulties. 

Question. What have you found by experience to be the great requisites to insure success in the 
establishment of American manufactures ? 

Answer. The requisites are capital, skill, industry, economy, judgment, and a market. 

Question. Is your manufactory advantageously located as regards the obtaining materials; and have 
you facilities for distributing your products ? 
Answer. Our establishment is favorably situated for obtaining the requisite materials and for 
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distributing our products, having water transportation to the market for our manufactured glass, The 
materials are the product generally of the country. There is one exception, that of saltpetre, of which 
we use a small quantity. We use from 50,000 to 60,000 pounds of the Missouri pig lead annually; algo 


considerable quantities of potash, say two-thirds as much as of the lead, in the manufacture of our flint. 


glass. This latter we get principally from Ohio. — 
Question. To what sections of the Union is your product generally distributed ? 


Answer. To the southwest and west principally; some to the northeast part of Ohio. 

Question. Do you employ many hands, and how many; and what proportion are men, and what boys ? 

Answer. We employ directly about 60 hands; of whom about 20 or 25 are boys. The residue are 
able-bodied men. 

Question. Are you able to supply all the demands made on you for your manufactures ? 

Answer. We are. 

Question. Ave further protecting duties essential to sustain you against foreign competition in your 
branch of manufactures ? 

Answer. I think not. 

Question. Are the manufacturing establishments of Pittsburg numerous and varied in their kind, and 
are they generally prosperous ? 

Answer. There are various manufactories in Pittsburg, and they are generally prosperous. 

Question Do you require a power for moving machinery in your establishment; and if you do, what 
power do you use ? 

Answer. We do require power in the cutting of glass, and the power used is steam. 

Question. Is steam-power extensively used in Pittsburg for driving heavy machinery; and is not its 
first cost and annual expense a great objection to its use ? 

Answer. Steam is in general use in Pittsburg in all manufactories where much power is required, and 
from the cheapness of fuel, and the skill and cheapness in making steam engines which our mechanics 
possess, it is considered the cheapest power, and forms little or no obstacle to the commencement of an 
establishment where a moving power is required. A steam engine, which formerly would have cost 
$2,000, may now be had for $800, although the demand for these engines is constantly increasing. 

Question. Do your manufacturers, who require a great moving power for driving their machinery, 
find it more advantageous to locate themselves at Pittsburg, and adopt a steam-power, than to establish 
their manufactories by a water-power at some distance ? 

Answer. I believe they do. We have but one establishment (an iron manufactory) located in the 
country, and the proprietors have found the want of water in the summer season so great as to compel 
them to supply themselves with a steam engine, and they regret their location. I think steam-power has 
many advantages over water-power. One of the most important is, that in the use of that power you 
have a perfect choice of location; and another is, that in the western country nearly all the streams 
affording water-power fail in the dry seasons of summer, and are also subject to impediments by frost, 
which steam-power is not. Steam-power may be increased to any extent at pleasure; and in the 
neighborhood of Pittsburg there is no limitation to the amount of coal. The price of coal at that place 
is generally about four cents per bushel of about 84 pounds. You may get it by contract in advance at 
from 3} to 3? cents per bushel. It is the heaviest kind of bituminous coal, and is equal in quality to any I 
ever saw in England or elsewhere. 

Question. What has been the relative prices of flint glass during the periods referred to ? 

Answer. In 1808 we sold common flint half pint tumblers at two dollars per dozen; after the currency 
of the State became settled we sold them at one dollar per dozen; and now we sell them at about eighty- 
one cents per dozen. Plain quart decanters, which, in 1808, we sold at six dollars per dozen, we now sell 
at two dollars and twenty-five cents. Wine glasses, in 1808, were one dollar and fifty cents per dozen, 
and they now are seventy-five cents per dozen. 

Question. Has the price of wages been uniform for the last six or seven years ? 

Answer. In our factory there has been a great uniformity in wages during the time referred to. 

Question. Is window glass manufactured extensively at Pittsburg, and what is the price per box of 
one hundred square feet, of the sizes of 8 by 10 and 10 by 12 inches, of Pittsburg manufacture ? 

Answer. It is. The price per box, of 100 feet of 8 by 10 inches, is from $3 80 to $4. That of 10 by 
12 inches is about from $4 75 to $5. 

Question. Does window glass require further protection by duty, or is the low price owing to domestic 
competition ? 

Answer. An increase of duty cannot help it, as the low price is entirely owing to domestic competition. 

Question. What was the price of window glass in Pittsburg in 1808, and at various periods to this 
time ? 

Answer. I cannot answer the question, as I am not concerned in the manufacture. Window glass, by 
the box of 100 feet, 8 by 10 inches, has been as high as $12; but I cannot fix the time. It was, however, 
when paper money of a depreciated character was in circulation. 


Saturpay, January 26. 


Andrew Way, of Washington city, admitted and sworn : 

Question. Are you engaged in the manufacture of window glass? If so, where is your manufactory ? 

Answer. I am engaged in the manufacture of window glass in this city. 

Question. Do you manufacture window glass extensively; and if so, what are your present selling 
prices for the box of 100 square feet, of the sizes of from 6 by 8 to 10 by 12? 

Answer. 1 make about 3,000 boxes annually. We sell for better prices in this city and Baltimore 
than elsewhere. The sales are about one-quarter in this city, one-quarter in Baltimore, the rest goes to 
Philadelphia, New York, and to the southward. The selling prices vary occasionally. A box of 100 feet, 6 by 
8 and 7 by 9, will average about $5 50, and these kinds are most usually sold in New York. Boxes of 8 
by 10, best quality, sell here and in Baltimore for $8; the second quality are sold at the same places for 
$6 50. In other markets the same glass will rarely command more than from $5 50 to $7. Boxes of 9 
by 11 and 10 by 12 generally sell for the same prices, and bring about fifty cents, and from that to a 
dollar, over 8 by 10. 

Question. Are you able to supply all the demands made on you for these qualities of glass? 

Answer. I am able to execute all orders fully. 
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Question. Are the prices lower now than formerly; and if so, is it owing to importations, or to 
domestic competition ? 

Answer. They are very considerably lower, and it is owing almost wholly to domestic competition. 

Question. Does your manufacture of window glass require further protecting duties, or are the low 

rices owing to domestic competition ? 

Answer. I do not conceive that additional duties are necessary or would be of any service, except to 
those who make 10 by 15 glass and larger. I make some of that description, but the quantity is not so 
large that the duty would be very important to me. 


Testimony in relation to cotton cloth. 
Tuurspay, January 17, 1828. 


Simon N. Dexter further examined: 

uestion. Are you concerned in the manufacture of domestic cotton goods; and if so, of what quality ? 

Answer. I am concerned in the manufacture of domestic cottons of the coarser qualities. 

Question. Is the present duty on those articles sufficient to enable you to prosper in your present 
manufacture of cottons ? 

Answer. Yes; I think it is. 

Question. What is it that enables you to afford the coarse cottons so much lower now than they were 
afforded at a few years ago? Is it owing, in any considerable degree, to the increase of capital, of skill, 
the perfection of machinery, and to the diminished price of cotton ? 

Answer. It is owing to the improvement in machinery, the reduced price of raw cotton, and to the 
increased skill in the manufacture. 

Question. Is not the continuation of the minimum duty on coarse cotton goods the only security on 
which the manufacturers rely for continuing their operations ? 

Answer. I cannot say that itis. I think the manufacture of coarse cottons in this country is now 
so well established that we could make them if the present minimum was reduced. I think, if the present 
minimum was repealed, that the foreign cottons of this description would, for a time, come in, and would 
greatly injure for awhile all our manufacturers; but this, I think, would be done at a loss to the foreign 
manufacturer. Some of our manufacturers would be able, eventually, to sustain themselves, because, I 
think they can afford the article now about as cheap as it can be afforded from England. This reduction 
would, however, create a contest between the American capital invested in these manufactures and the 
foreign, which would, in my opinion, ruin some of our establishments, and compel them all, for a time, to 
sustain themselves at a loss. For these reasons I do not think the present minimum ought to be repealed. 

Question. Would a minimum duty on fine cottons probakly produce the same results on those goods 
as have been produced by the minimum on coarse cottons ? 

Answer. That is my decided opinion. 

Question. What are the names of the cotton factories in which you are concerned ? 

Answer. Iam concerned in the “Oneida Manufacturing Society” and in the “Utica Cotton Manu- 
facturing Company.” They are both incorporated companies. I hold also an interest in the “ Whitestown 
Cotton and Woolen Manufacturing Company,” but I have contracted to sell the whole of this interest, and 
have conveyed and received payment for part of it, and am under an obligation to convey the residue. 
This establishment makes fine cotton cloths, No. 32. The general manufactures of the two other estab- 
lishments are Nos. 14 and 15. The last named company makes no woolens. I am still a trustee of the 
latter company, but do not consider myself interested in it. 

Question. Can you state what per cent. these factories have made for the last three years on their 
capital employed, or on the market price of their stock ? 

Answer, I cannot. All these establishments originally cost more, in my opinion, than they ought to 
have cost. They have since been bought in by other persons at a reduced price. The Oneida Manu- 
facturing Society commenced operations, I think, in 1809, at which time they paid in $44,000. The 
company continued business, increasing their machinery and extending their business from the profits of 
the establishment, until about 1813 or 1814, when they took an inventory of their original investments 
and the additions made, and the whole was valued at $88,000. During this period, I think, some dividends 
had been made, but when or to what amount I cannot say. Subsequently further dividends were made, 
but to what amount I cannot say. The capital paid avery good interest until about 1815. For about 
two or three years after that time, I think, they made no dividends. During this period the stock of the 
company fell from $50, for which shares had been sold, to $15, which is the present price of a share, upon 
which there had been actually paid $22. For the last two or three years the society have made semi- 
annual dividends of 75 cents upon each share, and for the last half year there was a dividend of $1 on 
each share. The above detailed facts will show that, for the last three years, with the exception of the 
half year ending the Ist of July last, the dividends have been at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum, and 
for the half year last mentioned at about 13 per cent. per annum upon the market value of the stock. 

Question. What kind of cotton wool do you manufacture ? 

Answer. Principally best Georgia Uplands in the factory last spoken of. 

Question. Do you know of any factory, or how many, that manufacture the Sea Islands, and to what 
extent ? 

Answer. I believe that the Sea Island cottons are manufactured at the mills of the Messrs. Marshalls 
and Wolcott, called the York Mills, at Whitestown, in Oneida county, State of New York, for warp. I 
am satisfied that there is no other factory in that district of country which works this cotton, nor am I 
certain that this does. 

(Question. Do you know of any other machinery capable of working the Sea Island cotton with any 
hope of profit to the manufacturer ? 

Answer. I know of none except the machinery in the factory last mentioned. 


Benjamin Bakewell further examined: 
Question. Have you any woolen or cotton manufactories in your city ? 
Answer. We have one very extensive cotton manufactory in the city and two more in contemplation. 
The one now in operation is confined to the manufacture of the coarser cottons, such as twist, shirtings, 
sheetings, &c. I had a conversation with the proprietor of this factory after 1 received the subpoena of 
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the committee, and asked him the description of goods made at his factory; to which he replied, that the 
were necessarily confined to the coarser goods, because the fine were not protected; that although the 
had made sales at a fair price of all they had hitherto manufactured, yet, when the projected establigh- 
ments went into operation, if they were still confined to the manufacturing of coarse goods, the domestic 
competition would be so great as to reduce their profits to little or nothing. On the coarse goods he did 
not think further protection required, but expressed a desire that proper protection might be extended to 
fine cotton goods. 
Saturpay, January 19, 1828. 


Hon. Aaron Tufts further examined: 

Question. Are the manufacturers of cotton doing a good business at this time in New England? 

Answer. I think that the manufacturers of coarse cottons, which is the description of cottons gene. 
rally made, are doing a good business. 

Question. Would a minimum duty on fine cottons, proportioned to the present duty on coarse cottons, 
probably produce the same results upon the fine fabrics which have followed the minimum duty on eoarse 
cotton goods ? 

Answer. I should think it would. 

Question. Do you know of any machinery so improved, and to what extent, as to possess the facilities 
of working to any advantage the fine Sea Island cottons of the south, from which the fine cotton goods 
are manufactured ? 

Answer. There is machinery now in operation in Massachusetts which I think can work the finer 
cottons. They have spun as high as No. 70, and, I am told, can spin finer. There is now a small estab- 
lishment in my neighborhood which uses Sea Island cotton only, and makes thread entirely. A very large 
thread factory, I have also understood, is now erecting in the same neighborhood. 

Question. Have they done a profitable or unprofitable business; and can you say what the raw mate- 
rial costs? 

Answer. I understood from the same owner that they have done a fair business. I do not know the 
cost to them of their cottons, as I am not a cotton manufacturer. 

Question. Have you known any fine cotton cloths wove from this fine thread ? 

Answer. I have not. 

Question. Have not all or most of the manufacturers of cotton goods done a good business; and have 
not some of them made large fortunes ? 

Answer. The manufacturers of cotton goods, since the tariff of 1824, have been considered as doing 
a very good business; but before that time they were much depressed. 

Question. Are they not constantly increasing their capital, machinery, buildings, &c.? 

Answer. They are tu a considerable extent. 


Turspay, January 22, 1828. 


William Phillips further examined: 
Question. Are the manufacturers of cotton doing a good business at this time in New York ? 
Answer. I have conversed with some of them, who have generally represented that their business 
was good, 
Wepnespay, January 23, 1828. 


Abraham Marland further examined: 
Question. Are the manufacturers of cotton doing a good business at this time in Massachusetts ? 
Answer. The general impression is that they are doing a good business. 


Tuurspay, January 24, 1828. 


Joseph Marshall, of Hudson, New York, admitted and sworn: 

Question. Are you now and have you been engaged in the manufacture of fine and printed cotton 
cloths? If yea, how long, and at what places ? 

Answer. I have been engaged for about thirty years, previous to August last, in the manufacture of 
cotton cloths, at Manchester, in England. 

Question. In what manufactories of cotton are you now interested, and which of them are under your 
immediate superintendence ? 

Answer. I am interested in four different establishments, one of which is at Troy, in the State of 
New York, where we make calicoes for shirting and for printing in equal proportions. Another is in the 
neighborhood of Whitestown, in the same State, where we make nothing but shirtings. A third is what 
we call the “ New York Mills,” and is in the immediate neighborhood of the last. At those mills we make 
shirtings and cambric muslins. The fourth is in the neighborhood of Hudson, New York, where we do 
nothing but bleach and print cloths made at our and other factories. 

(Question. What descriptions of cotton do you use; where is it usually purchased; and what does it 
cost you at your factories ? 

Answer. We use chiefly Alabamas and New Orleans, generally purchased by an agent in New Orleans 
and Mobile. We consume about 1,000 bales per year, which usually cost us at the factory from 11 to 14 
cents per pound, in which is included one cent per pound for freight and other charges from those places 
to our factories. 

Question. What numbers of the cotton yarn do you spin, and what are the finest numbers or qualities 
you weave into cloth? 

Answer. We spin from No. 32 to No. 50 at the New York Mills, but at Whitestown most commonly 
No. 22. At the Troy mill we spin No. 35. The No. 50 is the finest we weave, and that is made into 
cambric muslin. 

Question. What qualities of the cloths do you make, and what proportion of the whole cloths made 
at your factory is printed? 

Answer. That of our weaving, which is printed, is called the 1,200 reed, and is made of No. 35 
exclusively. We print no other number of our own, but purchase and print considerably from No. 12 to 
No. 40, but none higher. The proportion we print compared with what we make is inconsiderable. At 
Whitestown we make about 2,000 yards per week; at the New York Mills about 7,000 yards per week; 
and at Troy about 3,000 yards; from all which we print only about 1,400 yards a week. 
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Question. What are the values of the different qualities of cloths made at your factories before and 
what after they are printed, in the markets? 

Answer. What we make at Whitestown commands 123 cents in the gray or unbleached state. At 
the New York Mill all is bleached before sale, and they bring 22 cents. The cambric muslins have not 
peen brought into the market. The cotton shirtings made at Troy are bleached, and sold at 19 cents; 
these are made of No. 85. That which is intended for printing is worth, before it is bleached, 124 cents; 
this is also No. 35. We purchase about 16,000 yards unbleached weekly, for bleaching and printing, of 
the numbers mentioned in the answer to the fifth interrogatory. The prices vary from 6} to 14 cents the 
yard. After they are bleached and printed they sell from 11 to 30 cents the yard. 

Question. What is the difference of expense to the proprietor of a factory between manufacturing the 
same qualities of cotton in England and in the United States ? 

Answer. The buildings can be put up for about the same in Hudson as in England, and for ten per 
cent. less in Whitestown. The machinery, taken all together, will cost nearly double in this country 
what it will in England, independently of the propelling power. There they work by steam, and in 
this country we work by water, the first cost of which, with water privilege, &c., about the same. 

Question. What is the difference of expense of printing the same patterns and qualities of cloths in 
the two countries ? 

Answer. The expense of printing is one-third higher here than in England. This arises from the 
difference of expense in fuel, drugs, and wages. The fuel which costs $27 in Manchester, will, in Hudson, 
cost $120 to do the same business. The 112 pounds of coal in Manchester cost ten cents; oak wood in 
Hudson is $4 a cord. 

Question. What is the capacity of the manufactories in the United States, so far as your knowledge 
extends, to supply the markets of this country with fine cotton cloths, printed and not printed? 

Answer, 1 am not sufficiently acquainted with the factories of this country to answer that question. 

Question. What is the difference in price at which the English manufacturer can afford his fine and 
printed cottons in the English and in the American markets? 

Answer. The English manufacturer can afford fine printed or other cottons for the American market 
for one-third less than the American manufacturer. It costs the English manufacturers fifty per cent. on 
the price in the English market to get printed cottons into the American market. On cotton of one yard 
wide, made of No. 35 yarn, and in the 1,200 reed, the operative duty is, at this time, just seventy per 
cent. on the cost in England; the other charges, viz., insurance, boxing, freight, exchange, commissions, 
&c., is twenty-five per cent. I speak now of the cloth that would cost in England about 94 cents per 
yard. Iam enabled to state this with accuracy, having been a large exporter from Manchester. 

Question. Is there any other printing establishment besides yours in the United States; and if any, 
to what extent? 

Answer. I know of six, each of which prints more than we do at this time, and there are many smaller 
ones. 
Question. What are the finest cottons which you weave? Is there any factory in the United States 
that weaves finer or so fine as you do? 

Answer. I know of no factory that spins or weaves so fine as we do? 

Question. Do you know of any factory in the United States which operates with the Sea Island cotton ? 

Answer. I do not know that there are any such. We used the Santees, sometimes called Sea Island, 
for a short time, for warp, but found that the Orleans answered quite as well, and it is much cheaper? 

Question. Does not the manufacturer of cottons in the United States, considering the means of pay- 
ment by the consumer, enable him to use more than he could do if he depended on a foreign supply? 

Answer. I am decidedly of that opinion. 

Question. Is the protection now afforded to coarse cottons such as to enable you to sustain a compe- 
tition with English goods of the same quality ? ; 

. Answer, It is quite sufficient on coarse cottons not printed. I speak of that made of No. 25, or 
anything under it. 

Question. Taking the price at which you can produce coarse cottons or calicoes at your factory, at 
Hudson, can you print and sell them at such prices as to sustain a competition with English printed 
calicoes of the same qualities ? 

Answer. We do not produce as much coarse cottons as we print; but taking that which we buy as 
the standard, we cannot compete with the English manufacturer. 

Question. To enable the American manufacturer to compete with the foreigner in printed cottons are 
additional protecting duties necessary? If so, what addition to the present duty is required ? 

Answer. They are; and my opinion is that two cents on the running yard of all printed cottons, in 
addition to the present rates of duty, would furnish a perfectly sufficient protection. 

Question. What per cent. on the cost of the fabric would be produced by an additional duty of two 
cents on the yard ? 

Answer. It would be equal to an ad valorem duty of 10 per cent. as an average. 

Question. Does your acquaintance with the importation and manufacture of cotton in Great Britain 
enable you to form an opinion whether cotton can be packed in bagging made of cotton and transported to 
that country in good order ? 

Answer. I have been extensively engaged in the purchase of cotton and in its manufacture, and am 
well satisfied that cotton packed in bags made of cotton can be transported to England in as good order 
as that put up in hemp or flax bagging, and when well put up it will command more in the market, 
particularly if in square bales. One reason for the difference in the price is, that the bag can be applied 
to a valuable purpose; another reason is, four pounds are allowed in the hundred weight for tare; and, 
as cotton weighs less than hemp, the purchaser will give the preference to that packed in cotton. 

Question. Do manufacturers or purchasers of cotton in England find the bag made of cotton of more 
value, after the cotton is used, than that made of hemp or flax; and if so, to what purpose is it applied ? 

Answer. They do find the cotton bag of more value, because it is again worked up into coarse cotton 
and sold for half price; it is considered too valuable to work into paper, to which latter purpose the hemp 
bag is usually applied. 

Question. Is it likely that large quantities of bagging would be manufactured from cotton in England 
and imported, if it was admitted into this country free of or at a small duty; and would this increase, to 
a great extent, the consumption of the raw material ? 

Answer. It would not be likely to increase the consumption in England, because the profit would not 
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be likely to pay for the labor bestowed on it. Iam of opinion, however, that it might be manufactured in 
the United States to great advantage; and if this be done to any great extent it would necessarily lead to 
a great consumption. I have heretofore contemplated, and have not yet abandoned, establishing a factory 
for that purpose. I have thought we could make it as good as could be wished, forty-two inches wide, 
and sell it at fourteen cents. 

Question. So far as your acquaintance extends, what is the difference in price of manufacturing labor 
generally in England and in the United States? 

Answer. The prices of the various descriptions of labor required in manufactures are so different, and 
the prices, both in England and in the United States, in different places and different factories, vary go 
widely, that it would be very difficult, if not impossible, to arrive at an exact relative scale of the different 
descriptions of labor in the two countries, and of the relative prices of each kind; but labor, generally, 
in the manufactories in England is lower than it is in the United States. 


Saturpay, January, 26, 1828. 


Jonas B. Brown further examined: 
Question. Are the manufacturers of cotton doing a good business at this time in your neighborhood ? 


Answer. I am not acquainted with the business, but am told they are. 


John Siddal, of Wilmington, Delaware, admitted and sworn: 

Question. Are you now and have you been engaged in the manufacture of fine and printed cotton 
cloths? If yea, how long, and at what places ? 

Answer. I have been intimately acquainted with spinning and weaving cotton for nearly forty years, 
I began in 1814, with partners, near Wilmington, in Delaware, and continued it until 1823, when I had to 
abandon the business. We spun from No. 24 to 30 until 1823, and wove fine numbers for printing. Since 
that time we spin from No, 5 to 10. We do not weave any, but sell the yarn. 

Question. In what manufactories are you now interested; and which of them are under your immediate 
superintendence ? 

Answer. Since 1823 I have been the agent and superintendent of the factory alluded to in my last 
answer, with the exception of one year, when I superintended one at Patapsco, in Maryland. 

Question. What description of cotton do you use; where is it usually purchased; and what does it 
cost you at your factories ? 

Answer. We use what is called “ Georgia Uplands,” purchased in Philadelphia. The price has varied; 
of late its price has generally been from ten and a half to eleven and a half cents, in which we pay also 
for bagging and rope. The freight from thence to Wilmington it is difficult to estimate, as we either draw 
it in our own wagon or receive it by water. 

Question. What number of cotton yarns do you spin? 

Answer. We spin nothing higher than No, 10 at this time. 

(Juestion. What are the values of the different numbers ? 

Answer. The prices from No. 5 to No. 9 are about the same, and are generally from 22 to 23 cents per 
pound; No. 10 will bring a half or a cent more. But from these prices are to be deducted six and a half 
per cent. for commissions and warrantry, and for other incidental charges. 

(Juestion. What amount of capital is employed in the factory to which you refer ? 

Answer. It is from four to five thousand dollars, all of which is invested in machinery. 

Question. What is the annual quantity of yarn produced by your factory ? 

Answer. About 80,000 pounds. 

Question. What is the average cost of the yarn you make per pound ? 

Answer. We calculate that the price of the raw material, the expense of spinning, waste, &c., makes 
it cost us from 19 to 20 cents per pound. 

Question. What number of hands do you employ ? 

Answer. We employ generally about forty, of various ages and sexes. 

Question, Is there suflicient protection by duties afforded to coarse cotton goods ? 

Answer. I think the duty on coarse cotton goods quite sufficient to enable the manufacturer to doa 
fair business. 

Question. Is further protection required on fine cotton fabrics ? 

Answer, I do not consider the finer kinds of cotton cloths sufficiently protected; but if additional 
protection is granted, it is requisite that it should extend to the gray or brown as well as to the printed 
or colored cotton cloths of every description, or otherwise the finer kinds of cotton cloths will be imported 
(in the brown or white state) and printed or dyed in this country. 

Question. Is it within your knowledge that cotton and woolen weavers from Europe are emigrating 
to the United States ? 

Answer. Many do come to this country, principally from Great Britain. Some of them, who are the 
best and most ingenious workmen, return, because they do not find employment suited to their capacity. 


Testimony in relation to paper. 


Tuurspay, January 17, 1828. 
Benjamin Bakewell: 
Question. Have you a manufactory of paper in your city; and do you know whether a further protecting 
duty is required to sustain it ? 
Answer. We have one very extensive manufactory of paper in the city, and another in the vicinity. 
From a conversation held with the proprietor of the one in the city, after I received the subpcena of the 
committee, he declared no further duty on paper is necessary. 


Saturpay, January 17, 1828. 


2 Andrew Way: 
Question. Are you engaged in the manufacture of paper; if so, where is your manufactory established ? 
Answer. I am engaged in the manufacture of paper in the vicinity of this city, on Rock creek. 
Question. Do you manufacture paper extensively and of various kinds ? 
Answer. I make about 2,000 reams of different qualities per annum. 
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Question. Are the prices of paper lower now than formerly; and if so, is this owing to importations, 
or to domestic competition ? 

Answer. The prices of some kinds of paper are lower than formerly, other kinds bear about the same 

rices, or, perhaps, those of the best quality are a shade higher than they were eighteen months ago. I 

conceive the prices are regulated now wholly by domestic competition. 

Question. Are you able to supply all the demand made on you for paper ? 

Answer. I find a ready sale for all I make; but this may be owing to my advantageous location. I 
could sell more than I am now able to make. 

Question. Does the manufacture of paper require further protecting duties, or are the prices regulated 
by domestic competition ? 

Answer. I think it does not require any further protection by way of duties on the foreign manufacture. 
On the contrary, I am of opinion that it is better protected than perhaps any other article of domestic 


manufacture. 
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EXPENDITURES OF THE PUBLIC DEPARTMENTS OF THE GOVERNMENT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 31, 1828. 


Mr. Jounson, from the Committee on Public Expenditures, to whom was referred the resolution of the 
House of Representatives instructing them to report whether it is compatible with their other duties 
to enter upon that sort of rigid examination necessary by comparing, with the several laws making 
appropriations, the disbursements under them, and the vouchers in support of them, according to the 
spirit of the sixty-fifth rule of the House, and the objects in said resolutions specified; and also to 
report, if necessary, what further provisions and arrangements are wanted to add to the economy of 
the Departments and the accountability of their officers, reported: 

That, on examining with care and attention the rules of this House for the purpose of ascertaining 
distinctly the duties required of them, they find the same, or nearly the same, duties assigned to so many 
different committees that they have been compelled to give a liberal construction to the various rules 
relating to public expenditures, rather than be guided by the letter of the rules themselves, in order to 
give a just operation to all the rules taken together, and full employment to the several committees 
appointed under those rules. 

By the fifty-seventh rule of this House the Committee of Ways and Means are required to take into 
consideration all such reports of the Treasury Department, and all such propositions relative to the 
revenue, as may be referred to them by the House; to inquire into the state of the public debt, or the 
revenue, and of the expenditures, and to report from time to time their opinion thereon; to examine into 
the state of the several public Departments, and particularly into the laws making appropriations of 
moneys, and to report whether the moneys have been disbursed comformably with such laws; and also to 
report from time to time such provisions and arrangements as may be necessary to add to the economy 
of the Departments and the accountability of their officers. The committee was first appointed as a 
standing committee of the House of Representatives, on the 9th of December, 1799; and, from that time 
until the 24th of February, 1814, all the duties now assigned to them, to the Committee on Public 
Expenditures, and to the six standing committees appointed under the seventy-fourth rule of this House, 
were delegated to them. On the 24th February, 1814, the Committee on Public Expenditures was first 
appointed as a standing committee of the House. 

It is considered that the creation of the Committee on the Public Expenditures, with the adoption of 
the sixty-fifth rule of the House, which charges this committee with those duties that had been previously 
allotted to the Committee of Ways und Means under the fifty-seventh rule, as rendering it unnecessary 
for both committees to discharge, in terms, the same office; and, being thus clothed with equal powers and 
concurring duties in relation to the same objects, it is believed that the performance of the class of duties 
which touch the accountability of the public officers, and the fidelity and economy of the disbursements, 
as more fitly belonging to this committee than to that of Ways and Means. 

On the 30th of March, 1816, the House of Representatives passed a resolution appointing the six 
additional standing committees before referred to, prescribing to them the same duties now designated 
in the seventy-fifth rule of this House. Until the appointment of these six additional standing com- 
mittees, the duties imposed on the Committee on Public Expenditures must have been too arduous and 
multifarious ever to have been performed with effect; but, under the construction which your committee 
now give to the various rules on this subject, and the classification of the several duties to be performed 
by the before mentioned several committees, it is hoped and believed such an examination may be made 
into the expenditures of the public moneys of the nation as will insure a just economy in the several 
Departments and a proper accountability of the officers of Government. 

Taking these views of the subject, your committee have considered it to be their proper duty to 
examine into the laws making appropriations of money, and to ascertain—Ist. Whether the money thus 
appropriated has been drawn for the specific object designated in the law making the appropriation. 2d. 
Whether any more has been drawn than may have been authorized by the law. 3d. Whether the money 
has been drawn from the Treasury on the requisition of proper officers of the Departments for whose use 
the appropriation may have been made: leaving it to the committee on the particular Department to 
examine whether that Department has properly applied the money thus placed at its disposal; whether 
the vouchers for its disbursements are regular; and whether the expenditure has been made with due 
regard to economy and in good faith for the public service. 

Should the House agree with the Committee on Public Expenditures in the view they have thus 
taken of the relative duties of the respective committees before mentioned, this committee believe they 
will be able to discharge the dutics imposed on them in a reasonable time. It should, however, be 
recollected that such a work as they have to perform requires time, patience, and perseverance; for, by 
acting hastily, they may either overlook the public interest or improperly implicate the officers whose 
official conduct they are required to examine and scrutinize. 
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AGAINST INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 1, 1828. 


To the honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 


The undersigned, inhabitants of Thomaston and vicinity, have regarded with much regret the exer- 
tions which have been made, and are now making, under the specious pretence of protection to domestic 
manufactures and encouragement to domestic industry, to obtain the imposition of higher duties on 
imported manufactures, and especially upon the article of imported woolen cloths. 

Living in a maritime country, and deriving their subsistence almost entirely from the unfailing 
sources which commerce opens to the enterprising, your memorialists ask leave respectfully to express 
their firm conviction of the impolicy of such a measure. Not unfriendly to the manufacturing interests of 
the country, but regarding with equal pride and satisfaction the success which has rewarded the industr 
and ingenuity of their brethren, they yet beg leave to say there are other interests equally important and 
equally deserving the encouragement and protection of a liberal Government. The hardy seaman, whose 
gallantry has encircled the stars upon our banner with a halo of unfading glory, and the active merchant 
whose enterprise has whitened every sea with our canvas, conveying to every region the products of 
American soil and American industry, are certainly worthy of some regard in,the formation of our 
“ American system.” 

We cannot assent to the justice or the policy of any system of exclusive encouragement of any one 
branch of trade to the manifest and material injury of others, nor can we acknowledge the conclusiveness 
of the argument so earnestly urged upon us, that it is necessary to impose higher duties, amounting, in 
fact, to a prohibition of the articles, upon imported manufactures, to prevent our own from being under- 
sold in our own market. All trade depends upon an exchange with others of mutual benefits, and our 
commerce owes its existence chiefly to the exportation of commodities which our soil, our climate, and 
our habits of living, enable us to sell at a lower rate than they can elsewhere be obtained; and if, in 
exchange for such commodities exported in our own ships, we can purchase articles of foreign manv- 
factures at a lower rate than we can furnish them ourselves, why prohibit this trade? Independent of 
the very considerable portion of our revenue which will be lost by such a prohibition, must it not prove 
injurious, nay, ruinous, to the commercial interests of the country? In the strong language which has 
been used upon a similar occasion, “if we will not buy foreign commodities, we cannot sell our own; if 
we will not import, we cannot export.” 

But an increase of duties upon imported manufactures is contended for as an act of justice which 
may be demanded of the Government, because individuals have been induced by the liberal encouragement 
given them to invest their fortunes in manufactures. Your memorialists respectfully beg leave to ques- 
tion the soundness of the principle upon which the claim is founded. The same course of reasoning might 
be infinitely pursued, and every new act of encouragement would thus become only a pledge for still more. 
We believe that sound policy will always be opposed to the forcing of any trade. Our citizens will 
regard their own interest, and that interest will, of itself, induce them to afford a proper encouragement 
to all branches advantageous to the country, without the intervention of legislative aid. 

The moral effect of a system of high duties upon articles of common use, and the strong temptation 
it holds out to the violation of the laws, is certainly deserving of consideration in a country governed as 
ours is, by the force of public opinion, and whose laws owe their strength to the sanctity which their 
own justice and impartiality have given them in the eyes of the people. 

Your memorialists beg leave here utterly to disclaim anything like party feelings in the foregoing 
expression of their views. They have endeavored to consider the subject fairly and impartially, and they 
cannot refrain from renewedly expressing their thorough conviction that an increase of duties upon 
imported manufactures, while it might swell the capitals, already enormous, of a few moneyed men, must 
prove injurious to the best interests of the country. 

There is another subject peculiarly interesting to your memorialists, which they beg leave respectfully 
to submit to your consideration. By the existing law, registered vessels, upon entering coastwise with 
cargoes from any port beyond an adjoining State, are required to pay the same tonnage duty as if direct 
from a foreign port. The exacting this duty is a subject of frequent complaint among ship-masters and 
ship-owners in this section of the country. From a moment’s consideration of the subject it will be seen 
that the complaint is not made without reason. To show the operation of the law at a glance, we will 
suppose one of our vessels engaged in freighting to and from the different ports on our seaboard between 
Boston and New Orleans, and from either of those ports to foreign countries. She sails from this district 
under an enrolment and license, and while coasting under the same is required to pay but a yearly tonnage 
duty. Upon taking a cargo for a foreign port she must necessarily obtain a register. On her return 
from such a voyage, unless she enters the district where she belongs, she must retain her register, and 
perform all voyages as a registered vessel, until she returns to her own district. Perhaps it may not 
be convenient for her to return to her own port for months, or for years, and in the meantime is employed 
freighting from port to port within the United States as under her enrolment and license. Now, we ask, 
why should this vessel be required to pay more tonnage duty than she did when in the same employment 
previous tu the change of papers? She had performed her voyage to a foreign port, and, perhaps, con- 
tributed largely to the revenue by the duty on her imported cargo; why should her compliance with what 
was prerequisite to her making such a voyage, viz., the exchanging her enrolment and license for a 
register, make her liable to any more or higher duties while pursuing the same under her original papers? 
It cannot be the interest of the law to burden and thereby discourage vessels that may occasionally make 
foreign voyages from engaging in the coasting business; yet such is the effect of the duty now exacted. 
But it becomes, not unfrequently, an inconvenience to masters and owners of vessels, when nothing is 
contributed to the revenue. For instance, one of our vessels is homeward-bound from New York: she 
might take a quantity which would save the trouble of procuring ballast; perhaps the owner or the 
master may wish to put a few stores on board for their families; they are liable to pay tonnage duty upon 
entering if any freight is taken on board, and the result is, that they send home their goods in another 
vessel in order to be freed from this exaction. With these remarks, we respectfully submit it to the 
consideration of Congress whether the existing law ought not to be so amended as to allow registered 
‘vessels to enter coastwise without the payment of the duties now required. 
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IN FAVOR OF INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 4, 1828. 


At a numerous and respectable meeting, composed of manufacturers, agriculturists, wool-growers, 
and others friendly to the promotion of American industry, held, pursuant to public notice, at the house 
of P. Munger, in Morrisville, in the county of Madison and State of New York, on the 21st December, 
1827, General Erastus Cleaveland was called to the chair, and Amos Crocker chosen secretary. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to draught and present for consideration resolutions and a 
memorial expressing the sense of the meeting on the subject for which it was called. 

Resolved, That the said committee consist of Curtis Hoppin, Willard Welton, William Berry, and 
Bennet Bicknell. 

Whereupon the committee, after a recess, reported the following resolutions and memorial; which 
were unanimously adopted, to wit: 

Resolved, That we approve of the proceedings of the Harrisburg convention, held on the 31st day of 
July last, in recommending and urging upon Congress to extend an adequate protection and encourage- 
ment to the growing of wool, hemp, flax, and the manufacture of woolens, iron, steel, and other articles 
of domestic productions. 

Resolved, That we fully approve of the proceedings of the meeting of agriculturists, manufacturers, 
and others friendly to the encouragement of American industry, held at the Capitol, in the city of Albany, 
on the 26th day of November last, and of the resolutions passed at said meeting. 

Resolved, as the sense of this meeting, That the agricultural interest of this county would be greatly 
promoted by an increased duty on imported liquors. 


The memorial of the wool-growers and manufacturers of wool, in the county of Madison, State of New 
York, convened, pursuant to public notice, at Morrisville, December 21, 1827, respectfully represents: 
That they inhabit a section of country nearly equidistant from the extremes of the said State, which, for 
growing of wool, is equal, in salubrity of climate and fertility of soil, to any other in the same latitude of 
our hemisphere. 

Our yeomanry, aware of the advantage coincident with the principles of domestic political economy, 
have availed themselves of the opportunities collateral to their situation. 

Stimulated by the revising the tariff of 1824, a large proportion of our citizens have entered exten- 
sively and at great expense into the growing of wool, inasmuch that the wool has become an important 
staple of the country. Our manufacturers, possessing the advantages of hydraulic and scientific power, 
animated by the same principles, encouraged by the same law, unwearied in their industry, and liberal in 
their enterprises, have invested a great amount of capital; have created a business where little before 
existed; aflording the means of subsistence and consumption for a numerous population. Such briefly is 
the location, and such the condition of your memorialists. 

We assume as a fact, that Congress designed by the tariff of 1824 to afford to the great agricultural 
and manufacturing interests of the United States an adequate protection; under the faith of the guarantee 
implied by that law your memorialists have invested their capital. We have gone industrionsly to work 
to build up an interest which Congress and national economy assured us and the world they would 
protect—but our business languishes. 

Not a woolen factory within the circle of our acquaintance, however industrious and prudent in its 
management, but assures us of a losing business; our flocks of sheep are reduced to less than half their 
former value; and lands, though not so much affected, are essentially reduced in price. In searching for 
causes, the effects of which are so alarming, we are led to discover some defect in the tariff system 
of 1824, which the ingenuity of foreign manufacturers and growers of wool have turned much to their 
advantage. That law imposes an ad valorem duty; allows the foreigner to set a value to his own invoices; 
while the state of trade and manufactures in England and other European countries permits this value to 
be placed so low that the American manufacturers and wool-growers are overborne by undervalued cloths 
and wool; and the revenue, too, is defrauded by that which ruins the citizens. Large quantities of broad 
flannels and pelts have been introduced to evade the duty and embarrass our citizens. Every expedient 
which the ingenuity of foreign manufacturers and merchants could devise have been resorted to to pros- 
trate the American system; and, we may add, they have been eminently successful. But far more than 
this, the statesmen of Great Britain, with an eye ever watchful of her agricultural and manufacturing 
interest and scientific power, the secret of her wealth, have interposed their guardian care, and, by a 
reduction of her duties from six pence to a halfpenny per pound on imported wool, have virtually counter- 
vailed the effect of the American system. By that reduction the English manufacturer has received an 
advantage of 44 per cent. on wool valued at 20 cents per pound. In England the wool is estimated at 
about one-third the value of the cloth, consequently the manufacturer has gained 14? per cent. on the 
fabrics of this article by this reduction of the duty on wool. As the English mannfacturer is the com- 
petitor against whom the law of 1824 was intended to protect the American manufacturer, this 14? per 
cent. must be deducted from the 334 laid by the American law on the foreign fabric; and, in effect, the 
duty for the encouragement of our looms is thus brought down to 183 per cent. In order, then, to 
counteract this British legislation, and give the protection intended by the American law, it is incumbent 
on Congress to increase the duty to 48 per cent. Should this be done, the foreign article will not be 
enhanced to the American consumer beyond its old prices, because what is added to the duty will be taken 
from the cost. Will you allow the British Parliament thus virtually to repeal the law passed for the 
protection of American manufacturers and wool-growers? We think the genius, the interest, and inde- 
pendence of Americans forbid the idea. We derive the confidence of this from various considerations. As 
manufacturers, we desire that the materials of our fabrics should be grown in our country, relieving us 
from a dependence upon precarious, uncertain, and foreign supply; while, as wool-growers, demonstration 
is clear, that, with the fall of American manufactures, our enterprises as wool-growers must be abandoned. 
We also derive a confidence from considerations of public policy and the force of public opinion. The 
capital now invested in sheep and manufactures in the United States embraces an immense amount; the 
home market, created by the employment of this capital, is, probably, equal to the agricultural exports of 
the nation, with the exception of cotton. The population thus fed, clothed, and educated; the increased 
value of lands; the amount added to the commerce of the country; the actual increase of the revenue, by 

















848 FINANCE. [No. 847. 


as 
increasing the consumption and the ability to purchase; besides the independence of all foreign nations 
are circumstances which must operate conclusively in favor of sustaining, by an adequate protection, these 
great essential branches of the national industry. Nor will the example and industry of Britain be over. 
looked. When did she abandon to skill and enterprise an employment in the least connected with the 
nation’s prosperity? With her guardian care and her perseverance she has conquered all difficulties and 
overcome all obstacles. A reference to the records of European policy for ages past assures us that, in 
proportion as Governments have protected the agricultural and manufacturing interest, in such propor- 
tion have they advanced in prosperity and power; while a neglect of those primary interests has produced 
opposite and beggarly results. 

We also derive great assurances from the test of experiments in our country. The duty on sugars 
has raised the sugar plantations of Louisiana, and made that business, in point of profit, of the first 
importance, and added great wealth to the United States. The duty on cotton has built up the factories 
of the northern and western States, and these consume about one-third of the cotton crop of the United 
States. Should this be thrown into the European market with the other two-thirds, what would become 
of the article but for the protection afforded to its fabric by our Government? This protection hag 
insured the price and improved the fabric, and induced a competition which has served to regulate both 
the quantity and prices. Your memorialists might extend their observations much further; but our main 
reliance is on the application of the wisdom and intelligence of your honorable body. Satisfied, as your 
memorialists are, that alterations have become indispensably necessary to our well-being, we humbly pray 
that the ad valorem duty be changed to a square yard duty, with such regulations as shall insure the 
collection; and that the duty on wool be so far raised as to counteract the effect of this British legislation, 
and, in a fair competition, to place us on an equality with the other great agricultural and manufacturing 
interests of the United States; that the duty on wool be increased, and be annually progressive iy 
improvement. And, as in duty bound, your memorialists will ever pray. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be signed by the chairman and secretary, and pub- 
lished in several papers in this county, and a copy thereof forwarded to the Representative in Congress 
from this district. 

Resolved, That a corresponding committee, consisting of seven persons, be appointed, whose duty it 
shall be to call meetings when they think proper. 

Resolved, That Erastus Cleaveland, Bennet Bicknell, P. G. Childes, Curtis Hoppin, Willard Welton, 
Amos Crocker, and Thomas Beckwell, Esquires, be that committee. 


ERASTUS CLEAVELAND, Chairman. 





Amos Crocker, Secretary. 
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AGAINST INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 4, 1828. 


A JOINT REMONSTRANCE to the Congress of the United States against the power assumed to protect certain branches of 
domestic industry at the expense of others, and the policy of the measure. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled: 

The General Assembly of Alabama, alive to the rights of the people they serve and the interest of 

the country in which they live, (however painful the duty,) feel themselves called on by the crisis to 

protest most solemnly against the principle asserted by the General Government to control the labor of 
the nation by protecting certain branches of domestic industry at the expense of others. We do not 

complain of the power to raise revenue or regulate commerce. These powers are expressly granted to 
preserve the existence and promote the harmony and prosperity of the Government. Nor do we complain 
of the incidental protection that may result from a well adjusted “ tariff” imposed on the importation of 

foreign goods with a view to revenue alone, nor yet of the occasional inequalities that must attend the 
operation of any general system. The power to raise revenue is essential to the existence of Govern- 
ment, and is expressly and distinctly granted in the Constitution. It is a power entirely safe, and every 

way compatible with limited and free government, because it has a boundary so well defined by the wants 

of the Government as rarely to be transcended. The power to regulate commerce was obviously given 

to avoid the conflicting systems that would necessarily arise in the different States if each had retained 

a separate control of the subject. That power is connected with the other, and was given to equalize the 

duties in the different States. itis not of these powers that we complain, but it is the assertion of another 

and avery different one. It is the assertion of the power to impose a duty on any article of foreign 

commerce, not because we want revenue, or the regulations of commerce as such require improvement, 

but because we want to exclude the foreign in favor of the domestic fabric. This power is not granted 

in the Constitution, and must be sustained, if at all, by the pliable doctrine of implication; and as it is 

not necessary to the power to raise revenue or regulate commerce, it cannot be sustained as an incidental 

or implied power; on the contrary, it is a substantial, distinct power, resting on assumption, and fraught 

with frightful danger. It has no limit but the caprice of those who assert its existence, and is neces- 

sarily subject to all the varying views of supposed convenience and the fugitive conceits of expediency. 

The unlimited nature of this power, and the dangerous purposes to which it may be applied, renders it 

odious and unfit to mingle in human affairs. Its natural offspring is monopoly, and its natural tendency 

is to divide the community into nabobs and paupers, to accumulate overgrown wealth in the hands of the 

few, and to extend the poverty, the vices, and the miseries of the many. This alarming principle leads 

_to the union of the worst of human passions. Cupidity and ambition, under its deleterious influence, 
minister to each other at the expense of the community. Cupidity will barter worlds for money, and 

unchastened ambition will filch from the poor man’s toil a portion of its just reward to appease the 

cupidity of the cold calculating monopolist. In this sordid and selfish exchange of equivalents, each 

accords to the other what is most highly prized without feeling the loss. As the ambitious man cares 

not for money, nor the monopolist for rank and power, will not the seductive influence of these passions 
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destroy the equipoise of the General Government, and throw its destructive weight upon any portion of 
the Union that may be necessary to promote their views? Is fate more certain or destiny more inevitable ? 
Can a power leading, in the dawn of its existence, to a combination so incompatible with freedom 
exist in a free Government? Shall it be assumed or raised by implication for purposes so oppres- 
sive? Shall its oppressive character be obscured by the magic of a name? Can the cabalistic appel- 
lation of “American system” change the essential character of the principle? These are portentous 
questions to all concerned, and the crisis calls for the greatest exertions of the friends of limited Govern- 
went. Already bas the manufacturing interests assumed an organized form, and exhibited a concert and 
systematic combination against all the other great interests of the nation. Union of councils and immense 
wealth enable the manufacturing corps to sustain a set of agents to attend the sessions of Congress to 
importune and press their claims upon the attention of the National Legislature. Not content with the 
jmportunity of individual agents, a solemn convention has been convoked at Harrisburg, consisting of 
delegates from various States, to execute a writ of inquiry, as it would seem, upon the agricultural and 
other interests of the country, and indicate to Congress, in a more commanding form, how much further 
the scheme of oppression can be prudently pressed. The right to assemble and petition Congress for 
the redress of grievances can give no sanction to such a convention. The other languishing interests of 
the country might well raise a voice of supplication; but for the most pampered and, beyond question, 
the most flourishing interest in the country to affect a distress that does not exist, and urge Congress for 
a license to extort from the poor man’s toil a still greater portion of its just reward, is a plain insult to 
the understanding as well as an overt act of tyranny and oppression. In the conflicts of party strife the 
timid and the silent are apt to be shoved aside to make room for the bold and aspiring; when further 
exaction .is thus urged, to be silent would be criminal. If our rights must be usurped, and our wealth 
drained to pamper monopolists, we will yield them only when the last inch of ground has been defended 
with the spirit of freemen. Is it desirable here to imitate the policy of England, and pursue a system 
that takes from the laborer more and more the proceeds of his toil, until pauperism pervades the land ? 
The policy that takes from one class of laborers the proceeds of their toil to fill the pockets of another 
must be intrinsically unjust and inimical to freedom. The inevitable tendency of such a system is to 
accumulate the wealth of the country into a few hands. The rich become more and more rich, without 
becoming more virtuous or happy; and the poor are pressed down from one point of depression to another, 
until the extreme of pauperism and consequent misery, vice, and degradation is attained. This picture is 
not drawn from fancy, but from the solemn admonitions of history. England has pursued the infatuated 
system of monopoly and protection, of balances and counterbalances, until the middle class of society, 
once the pride and strength of the nation, is nearly extinguished and merged in the other two, and the 
nation is divided into a small number ruinously rich, and the millions of paupers who infest the poor-house 
and cook-shops of the nation. The sponge of monopoly has absorbed nearly the whole wealth of the 
nation, and drawn it into a few hands, gradually diminishing in number. The nation, it is true, presents 
a splendid and magnificent exterior, dazzling and captivating the distant spectator, but an interior of 
extended wretchedness, vice, and misery. Of 21,000,000 of people, less than 300,000 are said to own the 
whole of the immense public debt, and nearly the whole of the landed property of the nation. 

The balance of the nation are in a state of pauperism varying only in degree, taxed to the bone, and 
doomed to ceaseless toil for a scanty and wretched subsistence. This appalling mass of wretchedness, 
vice, and poverty, is the practical result of the “ British system” of monopoly and protection, of balances 
and counterbalances, in the scheme of restriction, and regulating labor for a series of years, pursued by 
the magnificent and splendid Government of a wretched and impoverished people. 

Let it not be said that the “ American system” of monopoly and protection will have different tenden- 
cies or lead to different results; the artifice is two shallow to deceive. We cannot disguise the fact that 
we are struggling with fearful odds, and contending with an organized body of monopolists, who act in 
concert, and, like the tiger that has tasted blood, prowls for more with increased voracity. Already 
pampered into fearful importance by partial legislation, they goad and importune Congress for further 
exactions from the planting interest. 

The allied powers of avarice, monopoly, and ambition, through the Harrisburg convention, and every 
subordinate channel of importunity at their command, call for a further subsidy on the labor of the 
south and southwest, in the shape of a woolens bill, to pamper the gentlemen wool-growers and wool- 
carders of the northeast; and this, too, at a time when agriculture is languishing and prostrate, yielding 
a bare support to those who pursue it, and the mercantile and shipping interests partaking of the languor, 
and manufacturers alone in a flourishing and prosperous condition. The interest least in need thus 
urging, by aid of such powerful political machinery, a further tribute from the interest least able to bear 
it, is surely sufficient to prove to Congress how vain and fruitless is the attempt to satisfy the inordinate 
cravings of the monopolists. One exaction leads to another, and every concession generates a new and 
more exorbitant demand. 

When combinations thus formidable endeavor to throw the overgrown weight of the General Govern- 
ment upon the southern and southwestern States, dry up tieir commerce by sapping its foundation, 
degrade them from the proved equality of the compact into the humiliating condition of dependent tribu- 
taries to the greedy monopolists of the north and east, the victims would deserve the oppression were 
they not promptly to interpose the most determined and unyielding resistance. 

Let it not be again said that because the southwest and south send no agents to beset the members 
of Congress, and have foreborne to petition or remonstrate in every village, or to call a counter-convention, 
that they are so recreant to duty as to acquiesce in the proposed oppression. On the contrary, let it be 
distinctly understood that Alabama, in common with the southern and southwestern States, regards 
the power assumed by the General Government to control her internal concerns by protecting duties 
beyond the fair demands of the revenue as a palpable usurpation of a power not given by the Constitution, 
and the proposed woolens bill as a species of oppression little less than legalized pillage on the property 
of her citizens, to which she can never submit until the constitutional means of resistance shall be exhausted. 

SAMUEL W. OLIVER, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

NICHOLAS DAVIS, President of the Senate. 
Approved January 15, 1828. JOHN MURPHY. 
Secretary oF Strate’s Orrice, Tuscalvosa, January 16, 1828. 


It is hereby certified that the foregoing is a true copy of the original roll on file in this office. 
JAMES J. THORNTON, Secretary of State. 
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DRAWBACK OF DUTIES AT KEY WEST. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 9, 1828. 


In Senate or THE Unirep States, Lebruary 5, 1828. 


Mr. Swrrn, of Maryland, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the petition of sundry 
inhabitants of Key West praying that the right of drawback on the exportation of foreign merchandise 
imported into that port from any of the ports of the United States may be extended to Key West, reported 
that the prayer of the petitioners is at this time inexpedient, and ought not to be granted. 





To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled: 


The memorial of sundry inhabitants of Key West most respectfully represents: That by a provision 
of the 10th section of “An act to provide for the collection of duties on imports and tonnage in Florida, 
and for other purposes,” approved the Tth May, 1822, you will perceive that foreign goods, wares, and 
merchandise cannot be imported from any port in Florida for the benefit of drawback “ unless the same 
shall have been imported directly into the said port from a foreign port or place.” 

We cannot see any just reason for placing the ports in Florida under those peculiar restrictions 
from which ports of the United States are exempted. These restrictions operate with extreme severity 
against the ports of Pensacola and Key West, which, from their local positions, are better adapted for an 
advantageous trade with the island of Cuba and the ports of Mexico than any other ports within the 
sovereignty of the United States; and they would, in our opinion, enjoy a large portion of the trade of 
those countries provided these restrictions were removed. As the law now stands, goods imported into 
Key West direct from a foreign country can be shipped with debenture; but if transhipped coastwise 
from New York to Key West this privilege is denied. It cannot surely be considered advisable, in wise 
legislation, to retain a statute which merely gives trouble to the merchant, but which can be so easily 
evaded; for example, goods are shipped from New York for Bermuda, the drawback forthwith attaches, 
and the debenture becomes effectual. These goods, then, can again be reshipped, and arriving, would, as 
coming direct from a foreign country, be entitled to debenture when re-exported from Key West, and the 
merchants in their trade to the islands and to the main would attain all the benefits they desire. Thus, 
you see, the law can be most easily evaded with this only inconvenience, that a shipment via Bermuda 
would impose some additional trouble and expense beyond what would be incurred if drawbacks were 
admitted on shipments made coastwise from ports or places in the United States. Any increased expense 
that can be avoided should be, because every increase of it will have a tendency to place us on terms of 
less fair competition with the merchants residing at New Providence. The advantages to be derived 
from this trade is of more importance than one who has not reflected upon the subject might at first 
conceive, The contiguity of Key West to Cuba and the ports of Mexico gives it, in point of situation,a 
decided superiority over other ports of the United States for a trade with those countries. 

The Spanish vessels are in the habit of bringing specie, cochineal, hides, sugar, coffee, &c., and, in 
exchange, require large and various supplies of articles which they have been in the habit of procuring 
heretofore at New Providence and at Jamaica. 

So important have the British Government considered this commerce, that for the last twenty years 
free port licenses have been extended to the Spanish traders, by which they are exempt from all and every 
sort of port charges. But the proximity of Key West, which is only about eighty miles from Cuba, a 
distance that can always be run in a night, induces those traders to prefer a commerce with it. The 
passage is so short and so safe, and withal, everything of risk from privateers and pirates being saved, 
they will always prefer it while they can be supplied with articles suited to their purposes. This, though, 
cannot be the case, unless the privilege of drawback is allowed; for, at present, owing to the limited 
state of capital and the facilities afforded at our home markets, importations direct from Europe do not 
take place; the consequence is, that unless Congress grant the relief sought for, a great portion of the 
Spanish trade, now so valuable to the commerce and navigation of the United States, must continue to 
go to the ports of Jamaica and New Providence. 

It has been urged that the arrangement sought to be obtained would increase the chances to fraud 
on the revenue, and that an illicit trade from Key West to the United States might be the consequence. 
This certainly is a far-fetched suggestion, and applies, in point of probability, no more to that than any 
other port or place in the country. The same thing might be imputed to shipments for drawback from 
New York, Boston, Philadelphia, or Baltimore, and with much greater seeming plausibility, because Key 
West, being contiguous to the main land in Florida where the population is few and scattering, precludes 
every inducement or attempt at fraud—persons being never disposed to place property where there are 
none to consume and purchase it. But, besides this, an ample and sufficient answer to this objection is, 
that the supposition of frauds of this character goes to break down the whole doctrine and system of 
debenture, inasmuch as its feasibility from any other port is just as great as it could be from Key West. 

We offer this hasty sketch of our views upon this subject, not deeming it necessary to go minutely 
into detail to those so familiar with the commerce and navigation of the country as you are. It is sub- 
mitted, not doubting that when you shall have turned your attention to the subject you will readily 
perceive other and various considerations why the proposition to repeal the 10th section of the act of 
1822 should be adopted by Congress. 





Report of the Secretary of the Treasury, showing the amount of revenue from imposts and tonnage in Florida 
since its cession to the United States. 
Treasury Department, December 19, 182'T. 


Str: In obedience to a resolution of the Senate of the 14th instant, directing the Secretary of the 
Treasury “to report to the Senate what amount of revenue from impost and tonnage has been collected 
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within the Territory of Florida since its cession, designating the amount collected at each particular port,” 
I have the honor to submit a statement prepared by the Register of the Treasury, which contains the 
information requested. 


I have the honor to remain, with the highest respect, your most obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 


Hon. the Presipent of the Senate. 





Statement exh ihiting the gross amount of duties on imports and tonnage, &c., and the payments into the Treasury 
from the Territory of Florida, from the 1st day of July, 1821, to the 30th day of September, 1827. 



















































































a Steen ales 
| | 
1821. | 1922. 1823. 1824. 
Districts. | | | l i | 
Gross amount Payments into | Gross amount | Paymentsinto| Gross amount Payments into Gross amount Payments into 
° . | o . * | ; | % 
of duties. | the Treasury.| of duties. the Treasury.| of duties. | the Treasury.| of duties. | the Treasury. 
! | | | | 
| —_— | 
cama | | | | | 
Gt. Augustine” ....cccceccsecess $986 73 $606 | $4,133 98 | $64 64 $903 75 | $488 75 | $4,893 68 $342 79 
PEBACOIN* scabisis Osioowisiesves'ass 3,010 05 |retteeeeeeeees | 5,010 25. | 444 80 3,761 80 } 2.19987 | 8,207 46 | 405 93 
cca ici htteamaciog Roadie aan eee soli ie am Perec + a ee a. g eeneee 
Apalachicola oo. 4teeeeeececeeleceees Sewawaes lee ° coco ; Pek ceseoebsleneveeeewces wahvecnweseanenalsl wobec cuees eceet 129 58 
} | | | 
ipa Pa ae Taw 
Total....0e- 000 eesees 3,996 78 | 6 06 | 9,144 23 | 509 44 5,134 56 | 2,688 62 | 27,193 31 | 878 30 
| | | | 
* The Collectors were appointed under the act of the 3d March, 1821. 
STATEMENT—Continued. 
STATEMENT—Continued 
1825. 1826. Ist, 2d, & 3d quarters, 1827. Total. 
} 
Districts. | 
Gross amount |Payments into Gross amount ;Payments into} Gross amount | Payments into Gross amount |Payments into 
of duties. | the Treasury. of duties. | the Treasury.| of duties. | the Treasury.| of duties. | the Treasury. 
| 
| | 
7 i a ee —e ia tii 
| 
St. Augustine*...... 0e00eercees $1,937 93 $649 94 $1,089 20 | GAIT Vinuccelecseacts S ciold are aide dana | $13,875 27 $2,031 38 
Pensacola* .....+eeees eo vccccees 1,407 33 633 36 10.641 79 932 32 $11,120 03 $15 40 | 43,158 71 4,631 68 
REV Weeticcsscdiccreccssaceees BISGRd TD) "I aacce seeweees 33,995 55 | 33,052 35 37,295 37 30, 223 83 | 153,259 82 63,276 18 
Apalachicola ........ ee cccccces 16 28 eocceee 514 33 ‘oe occ ccceleccccecccscccelevece o ecee cece! 530 61 129 58 
| 
| —| ae 
TOR ssisees cecsseeecs 70,699 26 1,283 30 46,240 87 34,463 87 48,415 40 30,239 23 | 210,824 41 70,068 82 





























* The Collectors were appointed under the act of the 3d March, 1821. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, December 18, 1827. 





Treasury Department, January 22, 1828. 


Sir: I had the honor to receive your letter of the 10th instant, enclosing a statement of sundry 
inhabitants of Key West, praying that goods entitled to debenture arriving there from other ports of the 
United States may be entitled to a drawback of the duties in like manner as if they had* been shipped 
direct from such ports to a foreign country; and requesting of me, on behalf of the Committee on Finance, 
such information as I may possess relative to the safety of the revenue in case the prayer should be 
granted, the number of inhabitants at Key West, and such other information on the subject as might 
enable the committee to act advisedly in relation to it. 

A letter which has been addressed to me by the Comptroller, dated the 17th instant, presents the 
views taken at that office of the subject-matter of the memorial, and I beg leave to enclose it herewith. 
There is, otherwise, no information in this Department which bears upon it, and, above all, none at present 
that would seem to warrant the belief that the revenue would be endangered should the prayer be granted. 

The answer to your letter has been kept back for a few days, under an expectation, which was 
indulged, of being able to procure more precise information touching the number of inhabitants at Key 
West than is stated in the Comptroller’s letter. But that expectation has been disappointed. I have 
written a letter on the subject to the Collector at that place, and should his answer arrive in time, or 
whenever it may arrive, it will be immediately transmitted to you for the information of the committee. 

I return the enclosures that came with your letter, and have the honor to remain your most obedient 


servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 
Hon. 8. Smiru, Chairman of the Committee on Finance. 





Treasury Departuent, Comptroller's Office, January 17, 1828. 


Sir: In referring to me the enclosed communication of the Hon. Samuel Smith, chairman of the 
Committee on Finance in the Senate, with the documents which accompanied it, on the subject of a petition 
from sundry inhabitants of Key West, East Florida, praying that goods transported coastwise from other 
ports of the United States to that port might have the privilege of being exported therefrom with benefit 
of drawback, you request me to reply to such parts of it as I might be enabled to do from the files of this 
office or otherwise. 
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Upon referring to an act passed the 7th of May, 1822, entitled “An act to provide for the collection 
of duties on imports and tonnage in Florida, and for other purposes,” it will be perceived that, according 
to the proviso in the 10th section thereof, there was to be no allowance of drawback on exportation of 
any gouds, wares, or merchandise from any port or place of said Territory other than on those which 
shall have been imported directly into the same from a foreign port or place. 

The object of the petitioners alluded to is to have that restriction repealed. 

A restriction similar to this will be found in the proviso in the 6th section of the act passed the 24th 
February, 1804, entitled “An act for laying and collecting duties on imports and tonnage within the 
territory ceded to the United States by the treaty of the 30th April, 1803, between the United States and 
the French Republic, and for other purposes;” which restriction, however, was repealed by an act passed 
the 5th January, 1805, entitled “ An act concerning drawbacks on goods, wares, and merchandise.” 

It is also to be observed that the T7th section of the collection law of 2d March, 1799, restricts the 
exportations for benefit of drawback to the districts of original importation, and to those ports at which 
vessels from the Cape of Good Hope, or from any place beyond the same, are permitted to make entry, 
The 18th section of that act designates the ports at which vessels thus arriving may be permitted to be 
entered. But by subsequent acts a number of other ports have been added to the list, namely, Nantucket, 
Plymouth, New Bedford, Biddeford, and Pepperelboro’, (now Saco,) Bristol, New Orleans, Bath, and 
Castine. 

As the duties on goods imported into other districts of the United States, and transported coastwise 
to the district of Key West, to be hence exported for benefit of drawback, must have been previously 
paid or secured to have been paid; as the goods must be accompanied by certificates as to their regular 
importation, (and in the case of ad valorem, goods must be inspected in the same manner as at the time 
of their importation, ) I do not apprehend that, if the privilege applied for by the citizens of Key West were 
granted, the security of the revenue would be endangered; and under such impressions it is presumed 
the restrictions in the act of February, 1804, as to the port of New Orleans, were repealed by the act of 
5th January, 1805, before referred to. 

From information received from a highly respectable source, the population of Key West is estimated 
at from three to four and five hundred, and is sometimes greater. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
JOS. ANDERSON, Comptroller. 

Hon. Ricuarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 
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AGAINST AN INCREASE OF THE DUTIES ON IMPORTS AND A SYSTEM OF INTERNAL 
IMPROVEMENTS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 6, 1828. 


Executive Department, Groreta, Jilledgeville, January 28, 1828. 
Sir: By the request of the General Assembly of the State of Georgia, I transmit to you a copy of a 
report made by one of their committees on the subject “of the powers of the General Government, claimed 
and exercised for the purposes of encouraging domestic manufactures and effecting a system of internal 
improvement,” to be laid before that branch of the Congress of the United States in which you preside. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
. JOHN FORSYTH. 
Hon. A. Stevenson, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives of the Congress of the United States. 





Report adopted by the Legislature of Georgia on the Tariff and Internal Improvement. 


In Senate, December 5, 1827. 


Sir: The Committee on the State of the Republic, to whom was referred so much of the Governor’s 
communication as relates to the powers of the General Government, claimed and exercised for the pur- 
poses of encouraging domestic manufactures and effecting a system of internal improvement, beg leave 
to make the following report: 

The committee are aware that it is assumed by the General Government, as expressed in the decisions 
of the Federal Court, that State Legislatures have no right to complain of its usurpations, however 
formidable or fatal. That the General Government is said to be ‘truly and emphatically a Government 
of the people,” and, therefore, entirely out of the reach of representative bodies, whose sole duty it is to 
keep within the sphere of their own delegated trust. It would seem that, if even such a pretension were 
admissible, it should be considered no great breach of decorum for a sovereign State, through its highest 
known authority, to approach a Government it had contributed to establish with a subject of complaint, 
especially when it is perceived that much inferior bodies are patiently listened to, and listened to with 
effect. While manufacturing companies and self-created delegates, pretending to represent whole States, 
assemble for the purpose of directing the Congress what measures they must adopt, surely the Legislature 
of a State, without much violence to any known rule of modesty, may respectfully offer a counter-remon- 
strance to such a growing temper of dictation. But it is not in this humble manner that your committee 
would recommend the Legislature to prefer their just complaints to the General Government. They claim 
it as a right to remonstaate with that Government on all measures which they may conceive violative of 
the fundamental principles of its institution. They affirm that those who create a delegated Government 
have lawfully the power to restrain it within its proper bounds, and maintain the doctrine asserted by 
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sccadiieinetn 
Luther Martin in his address to the Legislature of Maryland, at the time of the adoption of the Federal 
Constitution, that ‘the proper constituents of the General Government are the States, and the States are 
to that Government what the people are to the States; that this is entirely within the spirit and intention 
of the Federal Union.” 

In support of this, as well as other principles which will hereafter be presented in this report, the 
committee will frankly own they can offer nothing new to the Legislature, for it is a subject that has 
been so much discussed all must be familiar with its details; nevertheless, with the above acknowledg- 
ment, to embody some of the leading objections to the course pursued against the rights of the States 
will not, it is hoped, be considered improper. The people cannot be too well enlightened on this subject. 

First, then, the committee contend that the States, through their Legislatures, have a right to com- 
plain of, and redress if they can, all usurpations of the General Government. They maintain “that the 
terms of the grant in the Federal Constitution did not convey sovereign power generally, but sovereign 
power limited to particular cases, and with restrictive means for executing such powers;” and further, that 
the powers “were delegated, not by the people of the United States at large, but by the people of the 
respective States; and that, therefore, it was a compact between the different States.” Composed as the 
States were at the close of the Revolution, being independent of each other as they were previous to that 
event, and in the exclusive possession of self-government, it will be readily admitted there could be but two 
ways to form the General Government, either by “compounding the American people into one common mass,” 
giving up their State Governments, and suffering the majority to govern, or by continuing their State 
Governments, and delegating a part of their power to the General Government for the protection of the 
whole. Under one or the other of these methods has the General Government come into existence. Now, 
no one will pretend to say that it was under the first named method; the power was not delegated by the 
people composing one great consolidated community, but by the people of each State, unconnected with, 
and independent of, the people of the other States in their corporate capacity. 

If the history of this transaction is attended to, every one must be convinced that, from first to last, 
it was a procedure of the States, and not of the people composing one great political society. They were 
separate and distinct before the Revolution; they confederated as States for the purpose of more effectually 
conducting them through that struggle; they remained independent, and were so acknowledged, with all 
their rights, territorial and municipal, at the close of it. By States the proposition was made to enlarge 
the powers of the Confederation. The States appoint delegates for that purpose; they assemble, make, 
and submit to the States a Constitution, expressly declaring that when the same is ratified by nine out of 
the thirteen States, the same shall be binding, and the States are still found exercising independent and 
sovereign control over their ungranted powers. Now, if the assent of a majority of all the people of the 
United States was necessary to ratify this instrument, was it not as easy to have so declared as to say 
that nine out of thirteen States should effect that object? Would it not have been more intelligible, and 
have better answered the purpose, if such was intended, than the mode adopted? But that this was not 
intended was obvious from the fact that, according to the plan pointed for the ratification of the Consti- 
tution, more than two-thirds of the States might have received the instrument, and yet a majority of the 
whole people would have rejected it. For instance, at the first census in 1790, Massachusetts, New York, 
Pennsylvania, and Virginia, had 56 members out of 105 in Congress; at the second census in 1800, they 
had 74 out of 141; and in 1810 they had exactly one-half of twenty-three States. Now, every one must 
perceive, if these four States had alone voted against the Constitution in opposition to all the rest, the 
instrument would, nevertheless, have been adopted, and clearly adopted against a majority of the whole 
people of the United States. 

The absurdity of this result, to wit, to have a Government founded upon the will of a minority, is so 
extravagant as to refute altogether the idea that the Federal Government is “truly and emphatically a 
Government of the people.” But it is contended that the Constitution was ratified by the States assem- 
bled in convention, and that therefore the people of each State adopted it. This is granted; and in what 
other way could it have been ratified? This is the only way that the sovereignty of the State could act. 
It was the sovereign consent of the State that was asked; this could not have been expressed by any 
one branch of the Government of the State, for the sovereignty does not lie in any one branch alone. 
But, after the people of each State had, in their sovereign capacity, delegated a portion of their sovereign 
power to the General Government, and that Government received it as a TRUST, every one must perceive 
that, as the people of each State cannot always remain in Convention for the purpose of taking care of 
their reserved, and guarding the exercise of granted powers, and as they have, in their State Constitution, 
granted the residue of the power not previously conferred upon the General Government to their own 
Legislature, except such as are specially given to the Executive and judicial branches of the Government, 
in no manner partaking of a representative nature, it follows that the care of this rrust, as well as every 
other interest of the people of each State not granted to the co-ordinate branches of the State Govern- 
ment, belongs to their Legislature. To make this idea clearly understood: All power is in the people; 
they are ubliged to exercise it by representatives; they granta portion of it to the General Government; 
the residue is distributed among their own legislative, executive, and judicial branches of Government. 
The watching and superintending of the power granted to the General Government, so as to keep it 
within its proper limits, must remain somewhere. The people act alone by their State authorities: this 
right is not with the executive or judicial authorities of the State; the conclusion is irresistible, 
that their representatives in General Assembly met have the right to protect the States from the 
usurpations of the General Government, and to remonstrate against any act that shall encroach upon 
the powers reserved by the people and granted to their own Government. Under this firm conviction, 
the committee claim for the Legislature the right to protest, and earnestly remonstrate against the 
exercise, on the part of the General Government, of any undue powers, and especially power assumed 
by them to encourage domestic manufactures and to effect a system of internal improvement within 
the States. We know that all complaints are listened to with jealousy, and sometimes with contempt; 
and, unfortunately, this State has had stronger evidence of this than the general truth of the remark. 
But we likewise know, and, if it were necessary, we could produce more instances of the fact than 
is furnished by the American Revolution, that a long course of abuse, encroachment, and oppression, 
followed up after repeated warnings and respectful expostulations, have terminated in a convulsion fatal 
to the affections which generally bind together either men or nations. We do most solemnly deprecate 
such an issue of the attachment which we bear to the General Government; and, if that Government 
entertains a faithful recollection of all history on this subject, and is not borne away by the pride of 
superior power and strength, which usually closes the ear to just remonstrance, there is yet no danger of 
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such a result. But if reckless of the fact that the only true cement of the Union is a generous and hieh- 
minded affection of its members for each other, and that no sordid motives of speculation or selfish desire 
to prosper upon each other’s injuries or misfortunes has brought them together, it must be obvious to 
every understanding that an uncompromising course of self-willed legislation, upon subjects so long and go 
often objected to, must inevitably end in the worst of consequences. 

If the subjects of domestic manufactures and internal improvement depended upon the question of 
expediency, we should have nothing to say; for that is a matter purely within the power of Congress. 
and, although we should greatly deplore the adoption and continued prosecution of a policy obviously 
grinding down the resources of one class of the States, to build up and advance the prosperity of another 
of the same Confederacy, yet it would be ours to submit under the terms of our compact. All argument 
is vain against interest supported by power. But we do most solemnly believe that such policy is con- 
trary to the letter and spirit of the Federal Constitution. 

All must agree that the best method of ascertaining the intention of the framers of the Constitution, 
wherever the power is doubtful, is first to go to the letter of the power, and then to the history of its 
origin, as contained in the journal of the convention. This is the method we propose to pursue in rela- 
tion to the two subjects just above expressed. 

When we ask for the letter of the above powers in the Constitution, there is a diversity of opinion on 
the subject, and we are pointed to various passages in that instrument, by various advocates of the Gen- 
eral Government’s right, not uniformly agreeing among themselves on the different clauses conferring 
this right. Now, this uncertainty of itself ought to create great doubt, and, in all free Government, 
doubt and forbearance, in relation to the exercise of power, ought to be synonymous. But most persons 
refer to that particular clause of the Constitution which gives to Congress the power to regulate com- 
merce with foreign nations and among: the States. 

Before we examine this point with reference to its particular import, it will be proper to lay down 
some general principles which made the establishment of the Federal Government at all necessary. If the 
intelligence and moral character of the States were altogether sufficient for their own internal police, (and 
that it has been stands fortified by the most ample experience,) wherefore the necessity of a General 
Government? Every body perceives that the laws which would do for the municipal regulation and inter- 
nal affairs of Massachusetts would not do for Georgia; and therefore a Government to legislate for both, 
in those particulars, would be absurd and ridiculous. What, then, was it that made these two States unite 
in what is called a General Government? Does any one believe it was that both States should legislate for 
the particular interest of one, and against the particular interest of the other? Or, to come more to the 
point, that both should legislate for the promotion of the manufactures of the one, and directly against the 
agriculture of the other? No one can believe this, unless he is prepared to say that the weaker State was 
utterly destitute of all sense of self-preservation. The exclusive inducement and sole motive, then, to 
the union was, first, “commerce, and secondly, the common DEFENCE.” Every one must at once perceive, who 
has any knowledge of the history of the times, that at the close of the Revolution the States were left 
in the most ruinous condition as to their public debt and credit; that to commerce every State looked as 
the only efficient source to relieve them from their burdens; and as each State had exclusively the right 
to regulate its own trade, the utmost perplexity and confusion must have resulted from the great diversity 
of interest which existed among them. Commerce, too, is the fruitful source of war. To regulate, then, 
a matter so essential to the welfare and peace of the States, considered as neighbors, who had just come 
out from a most disastrous conflict, the common dangers and sufferings of which had greatly endeared 
them to each other, and to pereND this interest from internal and external aggression, was the true and 
only ground of the Confederation; or, in the language of an able writer, all that was desired “was a 
FEDERAL HEAD to regulate commerce, and a federal arm to protect us.” To secure these objects, all the 
powers granted in the Constitution are entirely referable. It is a General Government, and therefore 
the powers are general. The States never intended to give up one particle of power that related to their 
internal police; 2.11 the powers of the General Government are national; that is to say, they are suited to 
the whole Confederation as one nation; they are not to operate partially, so as to affect one State and not 
another. All the powers granted to the General Government, with the exception of taxation, the States 
cannot legislate upon, so that, when it is necessary to ascertain the powers which belong to each, it is 
alone tested by this principle; if the General Government can legislate upon it, the States cannot: and vice 
versa. The two Governments do not possess concurrent power of legislation on the same subjects. 
The Federal Court has declared that “it is the genius and character of the whole Government, that its 
action is to be applied to all the external and internal concerns which affect the States generally and equally; 
but not to those uhich are completely within a particular State, which do not affect other States, and with which 
itis not necessary to interfere for the purpose of executing some of the general powers of the Government.” 

With these general reflections, let us proceed to consider the right of the General Government to 
encourage domestic manufactures, under the right to regulate commerce. It is readily conceded that any 
law regulating commerce for its sole advantage, or for the purpose of revenue, which shall incidentally 
promote the interest of manufactures, will be perfectly reconcilable with the power to regulate commerce; 
but the moment it loses sight of cither of those objects, then it is a departure from the spirit and true 
intent of the Constitution; and a breach, in that regard, according to all interpretation of law, is not less 
illegal than a violation of the most express provision in the instrument. If commerce was one of the 
prime causes of the union; if it was the source to which each State looked for its prosperity; it surely 
was the intent and interest of the whole to have it so regulated by the General Government as to be pro- 
ductive of the greatest possible advantage to the Confederation. In giving up their great source of 
wealth to the Union, no one can believe it was for any other object than to be encouraged, fostered, and 
promoted by all the means which the united energies of all the States could exert. In the power to 
regulate commerce no one could possibly conceive there was contained a lurking principle to destroy it; 
yet every one must admit that the direct tendency of encouraging manufactures is to produce that effect. 
And, in proof of this assertion, commercial men, commercial cities, from one end of the Union to the other, 
raise their hands and voices in the most earnest opposition to this singular method of regulating commerce 
by promoting manufactures. 

- But there is another view of this question which is worthy of peculiar notice. It is a principle which 
no one will deny, that which is directly forbidden cannot be indirectly effected. Now, the Federal Consti- 
tution, in granting the power to regulate commerce, was so fearful that the regulation might be made to 
operate partially upon the States, to the benefit of some and injury of others, that it declared “no tax or 
duty should be laid on articles exported from any State. No preference shall be given by any regulation 
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of commerce or REVENUE to the ports of one State over those of another.” If, then, no regulation of commerce 
or REVENUE could directly be made to act unequally upon the States, how happens it that a regulation 
concerning manufactures, bottomed upon the power to regulate commerce, can lawfully have that effect? 
In other words, if a law compelling Georgia to pay duties to Massachusetts for the protection of her com- 
merce would be unconstitutional, how does it happen that a precisely similar law to protect manufactures, 
derived from the right to regulate commerce, is not equally so? 

In carefully consulting the journal of the convention, nothing appears on the subject of manufactures 
until the 18th of August. On that day this power was proposed to be given, to wit: ‘“ to establish public 
institutions, rewards, and immunities, for the promotion of agriculture, commerce, and manufactures.” 
On the 20th of the same month another proposition ‘“ to assist the President in conducting the public 
affairs, there shall be a Council of State of the following officers: among others, the Secretary of Domestic 
Affairs, who shall be appointed by the President, and hold his office during pleasure. It shall be his duty 
to attend to matters of general police, the state of agriculture and manufactures, the opening of roads and 
navigation, and the facilitating communications through the United States. And he shall from time to time 
recommend such measures and establishments as may tend to promote those objects.” These propositions were 
referred to what was called the committee of detail; and afterwards, on the 31st of August, was referred, 
together with some other reports which this same committee had partially made, to a grand committee 
composed of one member from each State. On the 5th of September this committee reported, among 
other things, the following proposition, which is now found standing in the Constitution, to wit: “To pro- 
mote the progress of science and the vsErut arts, by securing, for limited times, to authors and inventors 
the exclusive right to their respective writings and discoveries.” This clause, then, is all that could be 
produced from the unequivocal propositions to grant the power to the General Government of encouraging 
manufactures. And what is it? The right to promote science and the useful arts. Under the first, no 
one will contend that the power to protect manufactures will result. It must be then under the last. 
And there is no doubt, under the expression of useful arts, as distinguished from the term /jine arts, both 
agriculture and manufactures would properly fall. 

All persons will agree that no arts can be more useful than agriculture and manufactures. Every one 
must at the first glance perceive that if the clause had stopped at the words ‘“ useful arts,” the power 
to promote manufactures would have been full and complete beyond all cavil. But does it stop here? Is 
it a general or limited power? And if a limited power, how is it limited? Let common candor answer 
the question, not by protecting duties, not by imposts on foreign exports, not by premiums and bounties, 
but “ by securing, for limited times, to authors and inventors, the exclusive right to their respective 
writings (in screNce) and discoveries,” (in the usErut arts.) Now, says an able advocate of State rights, 
“if a power to promote a specific object by a prescribed mode does not exclude the power to promote it 
by a different or other mode, then there is no truth in a universal maxim (in law and logic) that ‘the 
expression of one thing is the exclusion of another’” The restrictive words upon the power to promote 
the useful arts must have meant something; and is any one so uncandid as not to own that it was merely 
to “secure to ingenious men patents for their inventions?” Writings and inventions would alike benefit all the 
States; being general, they would have an equal and impartial operation over the whole Union. Not so 
by encouraging the fabrics that resulted from these inventions; for some States might possess greater 
means, both moral and physical, to produce them. The inventor of the plough might be rewarded, but no 
one will contend that it should entitle the ploughman to an exclusive privilege over the weaver ; nor would 
a patent for the steam loom authorize a peculiar indulgence to its cloth over the hard-earned bread of the 
planter. These being all local and partial operations, would subject the States, if submitted to the legis- 
lation of the General Government, to the most unequal effects, and wholly subversive of that principle 
which we have already mentioned, that the “action of the General Government is to be applied to ali the 
external and internal concerns which affect the States generally and equally, but not to those which are 
completely within a particular State.” Manufactures had been proposed in the convention, and so had 
the sciences, and all that could be possibly obtained for them was the provision we have just explained. 
Every one must believe if more had been intended, more could have been given; for never was a subject 
so entirely before a deliberative body than was that of manufactures before the Federal Convention. 

But there is another section of the Constitution, which, when taken in connexion with the history of 
its adoption, places this question beyond all doubt, and for the exposition of which tiie committee are 
indebted to an able southern writer on the subject of federal powers. It is the following: ‘No State shall, 
without the consent of Congress, lay any imposts or duties on imports or exports, except what may be 
absolutely necessary for executing its inspection laws; and the net produce of all duties and imposts 
laid by any State on imports or exports shall be for the use of the Treasury of the United States ; and 
all such laws shall be subject to the revision and control of the Congress.” Those who will consult the 
structure of this clause, in the journals of the convention, will find that perhaps none other was 
more disputed, and that a very different object was intended from that of levying a trifling duty to 
execute inspection laws. What was that object? It cannot be discovered from the clause itself; and 
perhaps none in the Constitution has been so often read without a knowledge of its true intent and 
meaning. To grant the State the privilege of imposing duties beyond what is necessary for inspection 
laws, merely to go into the National Treasury, seems to be perfectly idle. What benefit is it to be to the 
States? Some was certainly intended; and fortunately there is at hand a key to this mystery. It was 
to enable the States, within themselves, if they desired it, to protect their own manufactures’ by the 
imposition of export duties on the raw materials, or imposts upon foreign fabrics. Without this construc- 
tion everybody must at once perceive that the clause is useless and ridiculous, and is the only feature of 
the Constitution without meaning or motive. But, happily for the interest of the agricultural States, we 
have a cotemporaneous and complete explanation of the object and intention of this clause. 

Mr. Luther Martin, a delegate of the convention from the State of Maryland, in giving to his State 
an exposition of the Constitution on this particular clause, indignantly remarks: ‘Every State is also 
prohibited from laying any imposts or duties on imports and exports without the permission of the General 
Government. It was urged by us that there might be cases in which it would be proper, for the purpose 
of encouraging manufactures, to lay duties to prohibit the exportation of raw materials; and, even in addi- 
tion to the duties laid by Congress on imports for the sake of revenue, to lay a duty to discourage the 
importation of particular articles into a State, or to enable the manufacturer here to supply us on as good 
terms as they could be obtained from a foreign market. But the most that could be obtained was, that 
this power might be exercised by the States with, and only with, the consent of Congress, and subject to its 
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control; and so anxious were they to seize on every shilling of our money for the General Government 
that they insisted even the little revenue that might thus arise should not be appropriated to the use of 
the respective States where it was collected, but should be paid into the Treasury of the United States 
and accordingly it was so determined.” Besides fully accounting for the clause in question, what are the 
rational inferences from the foregoing quotation? In the first place, we see that the power of Congress 
itself to lay duties on imports was for “the sake of revenue” alone. In the next place, aside from the 
fact that the subject of manufactures had been before the convention and settled to be promoted only b 

patent, if there had been any power reserved to the General Government to encourage that object Mr, 
Martin would not have asked for that right to the States, seeing that the only manner in which it could 
be done was forestalled by the Constitution, in conferring upon Congress the exclusive right to impose 
duties on imports. The States being engaged in different pursuits, all subject to clashing interests, a 
general power could not be given to the Federal Government to regulate such a local concern. Accord. 
ingly it was placed, as it should be, at the discretion of each State, who might protect its own manufac. 
tures, if it should choose to do so, without calling upon its sister States to bear the burden. Adopting 
the ideas of a profound writer on this subject, surely a State does not wish greater advantages by the 
Union than would be enjoyed by her confederates. Surely she does not desire more, at the expense of 
her sister States, than she would possess if she remained free and independent; surely, if sovereign and 
independent of the whole world, she would not lay duties to encourage her own domestic manufactures, 
because it would oppress her commerce and agriculture; she will not wish their prosperity at the sacri. 
fice of the very same interests of her neighbors. If there is any State that desires her manufactures to 
be promoted, why does she not avail herself of the express provision intended for that purpose? Is it 
because it will injure her other great concerns? And have other States no interests to affect? Ifa State 
has the power by the Constitution to do exactly what she might do if alone, and it is her interest to do 
so, why does she not proceed to encourage her manufactures by the appointed means? No; the fact is, 
such a State wants the profit without the burden of such a measure; and as long as she can tax her asggo- 
ciates to answer her purpose, her own community will never be made to bear any of the sufferings of 
such an unequal system. If other States are obliged to pay the cost, or even divide it with the State 
seeking to establish her manufacturing institutions; if their exports and imports are to contribute to the 
welfare of northern money-making projects and to advance the schemes of private capitalists, depend 
upon it the only method that will be pursued is the one found in the increasing exactions of the tariff laws 
of 1816, ’20, and ’24. 

With regard to the question of internal improvement, independent of the fact that there is not a soli- 
tary expression to be found in the Constitution in the remotest degree connected with that subject, we 
have already shown that on the 18th and 20th of August a distinct and full proposition to grant that 
power was rejected by the convention; and the committee would here observe that many of the remarks 
which they may have made on the subject of manufactures will be strictly applicable to this branch of the 
subject. But, in addition to what has been submitted, we have to state that the following facts are to be 
found on the journal of the convention, to wit: On the 18th of August it was specially proposed to vest 
in Congress the power “to grant charters of incorporation in cases where the public good may require them, 
and the authority of a single State may be incompetent.” 

To establish a university. 

To encourage by proper premiums and provisions the advancement of useful knowledge and discoveries, 

To establish seminaries for the promotion of literature and the arts and sciences. 

To grant charters of incorporation. 

To establish public institutions, rewards, and immunities, for the promotion of agriculture, commerce, 
trades, and manufactures, and to regulate stages on the post roads. 

Now, where are any of these powers to be found in the Federal Constitution; and what course of 
reasoning can entitle them to a place in an instrument purporting to contain nothing but expressly 
defined powers? But this is not all; on the 14th of September, only three days before the final passage 
of the Constitution, some, still anxious to enlarge the powers of the General Government after the instru- 
ment was presented for the adoption of the convention, proposed “to grant letters of incorporation for 
canals,” &c., which was rejected. 

The committee are aware that the subject is far from being exhausted, but time would fail them to 
present all the objections which could be justly preferred against the course of the General Government. 
Less could not be said; for the subject is of such growing magnitude, and is producing sensations of such 
just inquietude among the people of the south, that they ought to be made thoroughly acquainted with 
all its bearings, and certainly can never be too often admonished to be prepared for the worst events. 
The committee are fully sensible that every degree of moderation is due to the question upon which they 
have founded the present serious complaint; but they owe it to truth and sincerity to say that it is their 
decided opinion an increase of tariff duties will and ought to be restsrep by all legal and constitutional 
means, so as to avert the crying injustice of such an unconstitutional measure. 

They are constrained, too, to say that this State ought to oppose, in every possible shape, the exercise 
of the power on the part of the General Government to encourage domestic manufactures or to promote 
internal improvement. They will not pretend, at present, to recommend the mode of opposition; but they 
will recommend the peaceable course of remonstrating with Congress on the subject, and of asking of that 
body to pause before it proceeds any further in measures that must inevitably destroy the affection of 
some of the States for the General Government. It will detract nothing from the firmness or wisdom of 
the Congress to listen to the voice of State Legislatures while it is considering the memorials of manu- 
Jacturing companies. 

If to the contempt of right there should be added the jealousy of partiality, it must be obvious to 
all that there will be an increased account of unmerited aggravation. How long a people shall be per- 
mitted to complain, or how much they can be made to suffer, has always been matter of dangerous expe 
riment or doubtful calculation; and knowledge, acquired under either issue, has never been without its 
certain and severe regrets. In conclusion, your committee recommend the following resolution: 

Resolved, That his excellency the Governor be, and he is hereby, requested to cause the foregoing 
report to be laid before Congress at its next session, and that he forward a copy of the same to each of 
the other States, to be laid before their respective Legislatures, for the concurrence of such as may 
approve of the principles therein avowed; and, as due notice to those who may dissent from the same, 


that Georgia, as one of the contracting parties to the Federal Constitution, and possessing equal rights 
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with the other contracting party, will insist upon the construction of that instrument contained in said 


report, and will susmir to no other. 
Read and agreed to. 


THOMAS STOCKS, President. 


Attest: Wa. Y. Hansetx, Secretary. 


In tHE House or Representatives, December 24, 1827. 
Read and concurred in. 


IRBY HUDSON, Speaker. 


Attest: Wa. C. Dawson, Clerk. 
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OPERATIONS OF THE SINKING FUND. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 6, 1828. 
REPORT. 


The Commissioners of the Sinking Fund respectfully report to Congress: 


[1st SEsston. 


That the measures which have been authorized by the board subsequent to the last report, of the 6th 
February, 1827, as far as the same have been completed, are fully detailed in the report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury to this board, dated the second day of the present month, and in the statements therein 
referred to, which are herewith transmitted, and prayed to be received as part of this report. 


JOHN ©. CALHOUN, Vice President. 


J. MARSHALL, Chief Justice of the United States. 


H. CLAY, Secretary of State. 


RICHARD RUSH, Secretary of the Treasury. 
WM. WIRT, Attorney General of the United States. 


Wasuineton, February 4, 1828. 





Treasury Department, February 2, 1828. 


The Secretary of the Treasury respectfully reports to the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund: 
That the sums disbursed from the Treasury during the year 1826, on account of the principal and 
interest of the public debt, amounted, as far as per last annual report, to $11,045,466 30; and have been 


accounted for in the following manner, viz: 

There was applied for the payment of a sum short provided on account of the public debt 
prior to the Ist of January, 1826, as per statement B, annexed to the last report.... 

There was repaid into the Treasury on account of moneys advanced for the payment of 
the 6 per cent. stock of 1813, (loan of 74 millions,) as per statement D, annexed to 
ie shh nse EE COTO TP CET STE CEPe TT TTL TT TTT TTT TET TEESE CTO E TTT Tee 
And there was applied during the year 1826, towards the payment of the principal 

and interest of the public debt, as ascertained by accounts rendered to this Department, 

as per the annexed statement A, the sum of $11,010,972 15, viz: 

In the redemption of the 6 per cent. stock of 1813, (residue of the loan of 





Fe 55: e Nh Fiwe vey awe ne enedasinns Pree ree eee $5,062,402 50 
In the redemption of the 6 per cent. stock of 1813, (part of the loan of 16 
En anes nena ar ae) eee ee er re ee ee ere 2,002,306 71 
In the redemption of the residue of the 7 per cent. stock of 1815........ 25 00 
In the reimbursement of Treasury notes ...........cceeee eee e ee eeeees 2,389 58 
In the reimbursement of Mississippi stock ............00.2s cece eens 450 00 
In the payment of certain parts of the domestic debt, (certificates of the 
GUE TITIES GEE) cn oa aos cece cdiccccccessccveveesenceocences 27 86 
7,067,601 65 
The interest which accrued for the year 1826 amounted to.............. 3,943,371 10 





11,010,972 75 
Deduct short provided, per statement B.........cceceeceeeeeee eeeees 82,145 12 





vot. v——108 B 


$110,616 97 


6,021 70 


10,928,827 63 





11,045,466 30 
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That, during the year 1827, the following disbursements were made by the Treasury on account of 
the principal and interest of the ‘public debt, viz: 





et er OR eR CUE. os 60 65460004. 60 eds seo SHEA Dees ON NOs O eee REO S $3,482,509 91 

For interest on Louisiana stock, being a balance due the late agents in London......... 3,562 30 
On account of the redemption of the 6 per cent. stock of 1813, (2d and 3d payments of the 

Loan OF 16 Millions)... ..4.0.scccccccccccccscescccccscavenanansssnocssseeesene 6,507,466 85 

Se Chis Com rEERIORE OF MIINUIERIDD! BIDOK. 2... «5 once ccccsecscccrcavswecveveesees 1,642 48 

In the reimbursement of Treasury notes. ........ 6. see cece cece eee eee eee eee eeeeee 6,384 03 

In payment of certificates of the (old) registered debt. ..........0.-.- eee eee ee ee eee 21 19 

A nee 

Making, together, as per statement C ..... 2... ccc cece cece cece cece ec eceeceeees 10,001,585 99 





ar, 

Which disbursements were made from the appropriation of ten millions of dollars for the year 1897, 
and from the unexpended balance of the appropriations at the commencement of that year, and will be 
accounted for in the next annual report, in conformity to the accounts which will then have been rendered 
to this Department. 

In the meantime, the manner in which the said sum has been applied is estimated as follows: 
There is estimated to have been applied to the deficiency at the end of the year 1826, as 

On ETT TT TTT TUTOR CTT TCT OE TTR TR ERT TTT Ce Lee $82,145 19 
In the redemption of the principal of the public debt, as per ee Tere ee 6,515,514 48 

And on account of the interest of the debt, viz: 
There was paid to the late agents in London, for paying interest on Louisiana stock, a 


er er eT ree Sree rT ere oT reer ere TT eee 3,562 30 
The interest on the public debt for the year 1827 is estimated at........ $3,518,313 37 
Of this sum there was short provided, per estimate F................4.. 117,949 28 





3,400,364 09 


10,001,585 99 











A statement (G) is annexed which exhibits the state of the annual appropriations on account of the 
debt on the Ist January, 1828, and a statement, marked H, of the funded debt of the United States on the 
same day. 


All which is respectfully submitted. 
RICHARD RUSH, Secretary of the Treasury. 





A. 


Statement of the application during the year 1826 of the funds provided for the payment of the principal and 
interest of the public debt. 


1. PAYMENTS ON ACCOUNT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE DEBT. 


1. In the redemption of the 6 per cent. stock of 1813, (residue of the loan of 74 millions). $5,062,402 50 


In the redemption of the 6 per cent. stock of 1813, (part of the 16 millions loan) err er 2,002,306 71 
In the redemption of Treasury notes ...........0.ccscsccccesccccses oT eT re TT 2,389 58 
In the redemption of the 7 per cent. stock of 1815. ..........cscescccccccccscscesces 25 00 
in payment of certificates of Missiasinpi stock... ... 6.0 6.cccsscaeccssiewswisyiccdeceee 450 00 
In payment of certain parts of the domestic debt, (certificates of old registered debt). 27 86 


7,067,601 65 
2. PAYMENTS ON ACCOUNT OF THE INTEREST. 


The interest for the year 1826, as per account settled at the Treasury........... weeeee 3,943,371 10 


——{— 


11,010,972 15 


———————— 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 








Treasury Department, Register’s Office, February 1, 1828. 





B. 


Statement of the provision made before the 1st of January, 1821, for the payment of the principal and interest of 
the public debt. 


The demands to be satisfied on the 1st January, 1827, were as follows, viz: 
1. Dividends payable by Commissioners of Loans, including dividends due on that day, 


and exclusive of dividends no longer demandable at their offices..............0005 $994,902 28 

2. Unclaimed dividends from the Loan Offices, payable at the Treasury, beyond the amount 
eGewanond for Cher PAYMCRE . ..... . 005065 sesnsecesdeseseses secsesebesseeceaes 191,420 62 
3. Balances due to the agents in London, per Treasury settlement No. RR sin cannes 1,474 44 





$1,187,797 34 
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The funds provided to satisfy these demands were as follows, viz: 


1. Cash in hands of the Commissioners of Loans applicable to dividends. 
9, Cash advanced for Treasury dividends over the amount payable...... 


$998,998 13 
2,716 35 


3. Cash paid for bills of exchange on account of the debt prior to J anuary 
1, 1817, subsequently protested for non-payment, and not yet repaid, 
as per note A to statement B, which accompanied the report of the 


Commissioners of the Sinking Fund of the 7th February, 1822...... 


103,652 22 





$1,187,797 34 


1,105,652 29 





82,145 12 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


Treasury Departuent, Register’s Office, February 1, 1828. 





C. 


List of warrants drawn according to law, during the year 1827, on the Treasurer of the United States, on 


account of interest and reimbursement of the domestic debt. 





7~_—_—_———oo 


Date. 


— | 


1827. 
January 12 
March 24 


April cf 
June 20 


22 


26 
July 5 
Septemb’r 24 


25 


27 
28 
December 22 


24 


| 
| In whose favor. 
| 


Amount, 
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9287 


89 


91 


93 
94 
95 
98 
99 
9302 
9306 
9434 
9641 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
48 
49 
54 
57 


59 
60 
61 
62 
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RESRBES 
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Branch Bank, Baltimore ....-.+eesceeccccccccceccvccnsccescssscscccssccsessesssesseeseeecees covcccceccce 
dices 66 ¢.e Oe ccicc MACIINIOIG o 0 0:0 .00:00.0.9 6.000 60.00 0000 0600 6000 6050606000 C0eeceeces cncecs ctceesnsacesecseccessces 
Trenton Banking Company, .....esccccscececcccccccessocscecscsccssseesssesssssssessessseeerescreseees 


Branch Bank, Hartford. ...... secescccccccccveccsscccecccescsccssesesssesssessessseseseressassseeseseees 





oocc ccc edOs cece PFOVIGENCE, ceccccccccccccccccccccecccce secs cscs nedssnteecesensenacd aceseecese © ccna connce 
occ ccc edOcc cee CMarbestOM occcccccccccc cece coves ccccesccccs ebecccecesere Seeceedseseereccvesccecceecocece 
tecescesEOscvese Portsmouth ....... siecccccese Saciseld Jecioesee tobe Seeds aNindecesiegeseceqenenee’s watomeame 

AEs De  RGGROL 0500-0000 60.00 sse0ees cecanes paeeeee emeaeneen aeeonaine pdesesteduscwecnssieas giesevenwesnacie 
Bank of the United States........... Saidldicie avin ewe sand sales Kose bons ee seediesige edcceeeeteccnedneneecenaecdue 





$15 87 
10,624 95 
1,241 54 
1,897 11 
3,095 22 
3,747 67 
531,318 84 
32,411 32 
25,609 03 
1,545 87 
3,376 28 
6,315 07 
4,812 36 
178,817 57 
109,848 94 
15 87 
10,624 95 
1,241 54 
1,508 28 
2,641 59 
529,758 85 
34,477 16 
3,718 59 
24,843 97 
3,669 79 
2,175 76 
108,054 98 
179,996 93 
3,309 65 
15 87 
3,292 17 
2,897 23 
491,355 36 
92,981 98 
30,968 96 
1,434 26 
20,115 64 
1,737 34 
161,102 7 
4,753 12 
5,537 67 
11,818 33 
1,140 57 
3,100 00 
15 87 
1,140 57 
491,279 68 
30,679 56 
2,376 30 
2,482 35 
1,489 36 
3,290 70 
20,250 22 
1,736 30 
11,818 33 
3,513 76 
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C—Continued. 





Date. No. In whose favor. Amount. 





1827. 
December 26 . Branch Bank, Washington.......... Coenen eee cere renee: tense eee neee ee eeee eee eeeseeeeesesesesssssenseee| | $5,590 83 
BB Fosse ccccttOsessee INO: dpb a pues esancs paud anes sloee sass osies enon sense sien ee ed anne debbie Oiexeese%ues cancun 92, 422 49 
29 BS As ncpaeblOsncvacteWy MONK inches Secesawces ss sesaisen pin sbs on sbeaseenwaees SAS saw ebaniwenneseceusnsasenueeeacs 161, 455 97 





——— 
3, 48%, 500 21 





Redemption of 6 per cent. stock of 1813, (16 millions.) 





June 20 9289 SR MNVC DD PMNs MUMIEEONNL, 2.00i05:401010,5 005i bss subiopewasubieebaieseeew aaines¥esuseeesennsbiae des eu WieeWesecceeieaiec $4,200 00 
90 A ROUNON BIAMENNE ROOMIDRIY os 0 n'5.50.0'slowne snes nn osu aeleinansiee see boees6ee 56s buns oeeoeesew seu wbebieneseaeeic 8,470 00 
91 PCIE MIME PURDEPE SoG cen san cue aba obese asehauenabsSschauws ehnGs bn cheusehe sebes su baner seeeaNneas 2, 236,036 30 











22 92 Branch Bank, Baltimore.....002.0cccccccsceccescvescese Sib uhn swine w sans eseNhensesbeseee obese seseunesawess 227,856 95 
G3 foccccceedO.cceee Providence....... Cccce cocccc cece vcccceccesccccce TITTTETTITEPTT TTT Tree Trier 28,158 55 
23 94 |ooccccecdO. cee MSHIRTLERION «5.05 s:0n'0'0.05 01510 01006400 'snie'se ose sie 0000006600 scssecses0 6000005 056s00se00eese0ees 304,654 99 
WS AoscececeOixasct Richmond. .......... Eben EbASGce bes MERUAbRWowdw wae cases usGN ee 6 Os So loWuee Roe es bueean ones 30.928 76 
25 ee Bee Sa er sabuee byaeacesee nee seamen yt beuseeesesesusee putsasescsanseesac 6,528 54 
99 JovceceecdO..c00~ Boston. ....++¢ eocccccccces © Peccceccccce vecccs cece eecee cece eee oeeeeceee tees eeees © ceceee 913, 029 93 


BOGE) fesse seentOsce00% DOW WOK cccs ccccsnsn ss PS ee $15 G00 senepisdeusesc penser bensss 1, 209, 883 60 
December 22 10030 Benn OL Ae TIME FUMIE 50s s's008sdc0ncsbseecceess swabs O60 abOb Benne anne dn Gease es eee abaewsseebueee 740,817 55 


31 Branch Bank, Baltimore ...... 0006 00010060000 0:60 9000.00 6.0.0:00 0 00.0.0906000000 600000 260000 000000 ceeesevceccces 63, 113 33 

B2 Jespeenae Oss ssu seORON 5.5 540000%05 pinche obs eeaees peueewesss Sab eba A ObP aCe DEE ebesion wes webs seew sien 14,297 76 

33 Trenton Banking Company......... SEERA R DM arCaeabaeOebNae Whee seeEdapten saseewetesdahenbesbeneesceyecte 4,102 79 

24 40 Branch Bank, Providence..... poehiob’ben seule weens Sesh sobns cece veces 0000s ccccec cscs ccceccececcece cece 23,119 08 

BE. Ai occcuecthsccss pl NeOROR b cscs ciwedeersannsy pkbS RSH EDEN SSS OHS ew SEP Sd DDS ESAS DONO ESESEDR ORS OSES ESE E LOS 31,535 28 

42 Jecccccce 0..cc0cPOrtamMOuth occcccccccccccccscccccces $005 W490 90589 5540550550 vow wbeinsed sees eo sis6o0 ebeees 3,951 80 

26 BT | c0cnc0ccEOscscee DY MMMM, 5 4sss iaw sib esee salve sesinn ssc bien ann Sens sebubsbuve weeseessouekeoncseseeh cose 14,479 39 

4B |eceveees d0....46 BOStOM 2.0004 scccccccccccccccssccesees oeeeccccss sees vcccce sees cece cccscccsecesccessecces 251,513 15 

29 BE foccceccelO.ccee (CM RAMKob>. cebhsiwesnese ee eeanes ITI Pr Te eee rey rere eee 353, 233 03 

June 26 PaOE. Avccsaneetl Ose ahnn OF MERTON cc cup cunbbe ph neeseeess 6 ubis aes nobae beseee sede be seek epneeedeseSestesaseoseoens 37,557 54 








6,507, 466 85 








April 4 9047 Branch Bank, Washington.......ccccccccseccees bbebsebees seen poabe Wee eee epwl s Geb eeeiesseeesnee aes eeeee $742 48 
December 29 ae ees d0..008 SbewOnens viekense0sncbbGnesspwesn bien seopsine se useuSs sseus bbs bbasineeseeseaeiieeeoeokeenes 900 00 





1,642 48 


March 29 8918 Richard Smith.........ee0 cashes eeyas eae pind sn Ses hee 505s bn nekbesmebsin ses eieyenmees bobs eewekeeeerecnc $5, 782 58 
June 8 9264 |..ccccce ADs ovens s ceneenewes TT eT ee peaises Sewing Ps ON DH OSes pees edb eeeeeaerin 229 17 


26 9306 Dana & Fenno .....seccceees 00Sd00 wand e'nnss0ses5ee04's peewee pWnwe iWeb oeene seen sew esuk owsweeesnsedewewss 316 20 
December 18 10010 Rarer’ PM ss vciscccesescee oevccece pdebeeeeseeeves Ey ee re ee ee 56 08 





Reimbursement of registered debt. ’ 


May 23 9195 John Kennedy.....ccccecccccccces sAeend ehabseeesegens pwhbNeSae ew wwsbeee ese sbeh hae kREdeee EN ee Sesowawiing $21 12 








Interest on Louisiana stock. 


June 13 9272 John Laird & Son .......04. Oe One eee eee e ee eee ene ee ene ee eee ene ee ee eee ee eters eeeeee eee ee eeeeeseneeeecees $3, 562 30 











RECAPITULATION. 


Interest on the funded debt.......ceceeeccsecececcecs eTTPerrrerrre rrr errr ree rrr eee e eee cree ee eeceececceceeesesseseeseseeeesees dy 482,509 21 
Redemption of 6 per cent. stock of 1813, (16 millions)........ eo ccccccccceccce Sete eeeeeeneeeeerecececceccececeesccssescsssscssesccessses 6,507,466 85 
Reimbursement of Mississippi Stock. ..e0. seeeeeeee ooses bane nicm: svn shah baob sobs Sekww sd oN F0 0 95055% S06 45. 5s 0606544050450 5e bhbKS odes 1,642 48 
Reimbursement of Treasury notes ......0es.eeeee08 eocecccccccses Sas DaeR ewe Dewees Anes deine sie eweeeews se osioaesecsassskesbocawssweesesc 6, 384 03 
Reimbursement of registered debt........eceeeeseesccecees pbb5 0660 0b 060m 601600555 bine bh0s'n0556Obap ed badd oe un eps eb snedbeseseeeseeeeees 21 12 
Interest On LoOuisiand StOCK....cecceeccecesccrecceeccrsesessesesees sess sess sees ese: Oeeeee eee OEE seer e eres eres ones cess esse eeseceeees 3,562 30 


10,001,585 99 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, February 1, 1828. JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 





D. 


Repayment into the Treasury during the year 1827 in relation to the public debt. 





Date. No. On whom drawn. For what purpose. Amount. 





1827. | 
September 30 4685 The cashier of the Office of the Bank of the United | Money heretofore advanced to him for the redemption 


States at Washington. of six per cent. stock of 1813 ($7,500,000).........005 $0 01 














JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, February 1, 1828, aie 











1828] SINKING FUND. 861 


a 





E. 


Estimate of the application in 1827 of the funds provided for the payment of the principal and interest of 
the public debt falling due in that year. 


1. ON ACCOUNT OF THE PRINCIPAL. 


1. On account of the redemption of the six per cent. stock of 1813, (part of the loan of 
INN 8 2b Cita eek e TANCK EN RG RSE K S44 5 N KEENE Nees kde creeescrercrccnss. SQUIRES 


9, On account of the redemption of Mississippi stock..............0 0. cece eee ee eee 1,642 48 
3 On account of the redemption of Treasury notes.......... 0.0. cece ee cee cece eeeees 6,384 03 
4, In payment of certificates of old registered debt. ...........cc cece cece ceceeeeeees 21 12 





6,515,514 48 
9. PAYMENTS ON ACCOUNT OF THE INTEREST. 


The interest which accrued during the year 1827 is estimated at........ $3,518,313 37 
And there was paid a balance due for interest on the Louisiana stock.... 3,562 30 





3,521,875 $7 





10,037,390 15 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury Department, Register’s Office, February 1, 1828. 





F. 


Estimate of the funds provided before the 1st of January, 1828, for the payment of the principal and interest 
of the public debt which fell due before that day. 


Amount short provided on the Ist of January, 1827, per the foregoing statement B...... $82,145 12 
IE TE COT Bona since se ctenercvessveeecoeevessscecssccissccessccs. HQUBERIPSE 





10,119,535 27 
Amount of warrants which were issued during the year 1827 on account of the principal 
and interest of the public debt, as per statement C, is............. ec cece eee eee 10,001,585 99 





Short provided on account of unclaimed dividends.............ccecccecceccccecececes 117,949 28 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 








Treasury Department, Legister’s Office, February 1, 1828. 





G. 


Statement of the annual appropriation of ten millions of dollars by the second section of the act to provide for 
the redemption of the public debt, passed the 3d March, 1817. 





| 
Application in 1818 .....sececcececcesecessecessceesesees| $10,000,000 00 |} Appropriation for 1817.......44 sesscescececceescceeesss| $10,000,000 00 


Application in anticipation of the appropriation for 1818..| 2,830,108 52 || Appropriation for 1818.......seeceeeeeeesees secseceeseee| 10,000,000 00 
Application in 1818.....00ssseeeeesereseereeeeeeeeeeeees!| 7,169,891 48 || Appropriation for 1819........eeeeeseres seseeeeccecccees| 10,000,000 00 
Application in 1819......ccessevcrccccccccccscceceesesese| 7, 703,821 87 || Appropriation for 1820....ccesssccceccccccseccsecceees .-| 10,000,000 00 


Application in 1820 ......csccsccccceccecccsecseccescecese! 8,628,514 28 || Appropriation for 1821......seececeececeeeecceeeeeecese| 10,000,000 00 
Application in 1621... ccccccccccscsscccccsccccsccccccecs| 8,367,093 62 Appropriation for 1822......ccceesccccceceseccecesceeees 10,000,000 00 


Application in 1822Q.rereeccceccccceccceeesscvecccseeseeee! 7,849,159 67 Appropriation for 1823..0..sseeeeseeeeeeee poe ue ee 10,000,000 00 
Application in 1823......sscessesescessssseceseececeseees|  54529,805 86 || Appropriation for 1824......ssseesesecseescseseeceeesese| 10,000,000 00 
Application in REE ery eee eee 16,568, 393 76 || Appropriation for 1825......eeeeeseees secceccccccceesess| 10,000,000 00 
Application in 1825.....ecesscecsscceccceccescecsecseesss| 12,099,044 78 || Appropriation for 1826......ceseeccsescessceeeeeseeecees 10,000,000 00 
Application in 1826.....seece sesccseccccesesescecs eecees, 11,039,444 60 || Appropriation for 1827.......sccecccccceseccecsssecccess| 10,000,000 00 
Application in 1827, per statement C..... $10,001,585 99 | 

Deduct repayment, per statement D...... 1 


———— | 10, 001,585 98 


Balance unapplied January 1, 1828. .....eeceecsesceeeeess 2,213,135 58 


110,000,000 00 110,000,000 00 











' 





JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, January 31, 1828. 
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H. 

Statement of the funded debt of the United States on the 1st January, 1828. 

Amount of the principal of the funded debt reim- | Amount of the funded debt on the 

bursed in 1827, per the foregoing estimate KE, viz: Ist of January, 1827, as per 

Six per cent. stock of 1813, (16 mil- statement H, which accompa- 

MEE bid oaspseseeredeses ses $6,507,466 85 nied the report of the Commis- 

Amount of the funded debt on the _ sioners of the Sinking Fund on 
Ist of January, 1828.......... 67,413,377 91 the 6th February, 1827....... $73,920,844 76 
eee 

73,920,844 76 











JOSEPH NOURSE, Register, 
Treasury Department, Jtegister’s Office, January 31, 1828. 
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IN FAVOR OF INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 7, 1828. 


Atpany, February 2, 1828. 
Sir: In compliance with the request of the Legislature I send the enclosed resolutions to you; and 
am, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
DEWITT CLINTON. 


Hon. J. G. Srower. 





STATE OF NEW YORK. 


In AssemBiy, January 30, 1828. 


Resolved, (if the Senate concur herein,) That the Senators of this State in the Congress of the United 
States be, and they are hereby, instructed, and the Representatives of this State are requested, to make 
every proper exertion to effect such a revision of the tariff as will afford a sufficient protection to the 
growers of wool, hemp, and flax, and the manufacturers of iron, woolens, and every other article, so far 
as the same may be connected with the interests of manufactures, agriculture, and commerce. 

Resolved, (as the sense of this Legislature,) That the provisions of the woolens bill, which passed 
the House of Representatives at the last session of Congress, whatever advantages they may have 
promised to the manufacturers of woolen goods, did not afford adequate encouragement to the agricul- 
turist and the growers of wool. 

Resolved, That the Governor be, and he is hereby, requested to transmit a copy of the above resolu- 
tions to each of the Senators and Representatives in Congress from this State. 


By order: 
FR. SEGER, Clerk. 


In Senate, January 31, 1828. 
Resolved, That the Senate do concur with the Assembly in their said resolutions. 


By order: 
JOHN F. BACON, Clerk of the Senate. 





20TH Concress. ] No. 852. [1sr Sesston. 








DRAWBACK ALLOWED WHERE REGULATIONS ARE NOT COMPLIED WITH. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 8, 1828. 


Mr. McDvrriz, from the Committee of Ways and Means, to whom was referred the petition of Seth 
Knowles, made the following report: 


It appears that the petitioner exported one hundred hogsheads of New England rum in July, 1819, 
and was prevented by sickness from executing his debenture bond and swearing to the entry in the 
time prescribed by law. As it is in evidence that after his recovery he went to the custom-house and 
offered to comply with the requirements of the law, and as there seems to have been an absence of all 
design to defraud the revenue, the committee have reported a bill granting relief to the petitioner. 
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90rn Concress. ] No. 853. [1sr Sessron. 
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IN FAVOR OF INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 11, 1828. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 


The undersigned, a committee in behalf of the manufacturers of cotton in Rhode Island, assembled 
in Providence on the 11th day of January instant, respectfully represent: That, encouraged by their 
success in manufacturing coarse cotton goods, in the benefits of which they believe the whole country 
has fully participated with them, many of your memorialists have, for some time past, turned their atten- 
tion to the manufacture of goods of a fine description, principally for the purpose of printing, to supply 
the printing works in the vicinity, which have been commenced to a considerable extent; and your 
memorialists have, accordingly, entered into contracts with the proprietors of these works to furnish 
them with gray cloth for printing of different descriptions, but mostly of the finer kinds. But they 
regret, very recently, to find that these persons cannot successfully compete with imported fine prints at 
the present rate of duties, and, accordingly, are closing their contracts for cloth of this description either 
by discontinuing them altogether, or exchanging the fine for a coarse article. There are several difficul- 
ties which those engaged in printing have to contend with in this competition, all of which combined, it 
seems, prove insurmountable. That arising from the want of skill and experience in the business, 
incident to every new branch of industry in a nation, though it has been very seriously felt, and still 
exists to a considerable degree, will, in a few years, vanish before the ingenuity, the energy, and the 
perseverance, aided by the capital, of those engaged in it, provided a similar encouragement is afforded 
by Government, in this branch of the cotton manufacture, which has been given to others; but, without 
some addition to the present protection, these endeavors must fail, or be confined wholly to goods of the 
coarsest and most common description, and leave the extensive field of the finer fabric to be occupied by 
the foreign manufacturer without a competitor. One important advantage which the foreign manufacturer 
of fine cottons, whether printed or not, has over our citizens engaged in the same business, and which 
was probably not adverted to by Congress when the present tariff was established, arises from the well 
known fact that, as such cloths are always bleached before they are finished, this process causes them to 
shrink in width about three inches in yard-wide cloth, and consequently the duty is diminished in pro- 
portion, namely, six and a quarter mills per square yard: the duty of twenty-five per cent. on the 
valuation of thirty cents per square yard being thus one-twelfth less on a finished than on an unfinished 
article. In the case of prints this inequality is increased to the extent of the cost of printing, which is a 
large proportion of the value of the article when finished, varying according to the style of finish; so that, 
by the present tariff, printed cottons, though they cost in the place of manufacture much more than those 
not printed, and all bleached cottons, (which are mostly fine,) notwithstanding the cost of bleaching has 
been added, pay one-twelfth less duty than those unbleached or unprinted, which, it is believed, it was 
not the intention of Government should be the case. The advantage which the foreign manufacturer has 
in these respects is increased by the materials for bleaching and printing costing him less than they do 
our own citizens, who have to import the most of them, and this turns the foreigner’s labor, thus bestowed, 
to a still further amount. But, as far as the navigation and revenue of the country may be affected by 
the protection now solicited, these will in a great degree be compensated by a very great increase in 
the importation of bleaching and coloring materials, paying a high duty, which would follow the extension 
of the printing business in this country. Believing it to be the true policy of the Government to afford 
sufficient aid to the manufacture of all cotton goods which are usually made on power looms, to insure 
the establishment of them adequate to supply the wants of the country, leaving the finer articles to be 
supplied by importation from countries where labor is cheaper than, happily, it is with us, they beg leave 
to call your attention also to unprinted fine goods. 

The present tariff is believed to have been established principally in reference to coarse goods, and 
was not adapted to the protection of prints and finer fabrics, which were not an article of domestic manu- 
facture when the law was passed, at least to much extent. 

Your memorialists noweask for such a protection only, for the articles before mentioned, as would 
enable both the manufacturers of fine goods, for printing and other purposes, as well as those engaged in 
printing, to go on with their business as heretofore contemplated, and to derive from it a reasonable profit; 
and, in a short time, they doubt not, the same result would follow which has happened in the case of 
coarse cotton goods, as well as many other articles, the domestic manufacture of which is protected by 
Government, and the country be supplied with cheaper and better fabrics than those now imported. 
But, unless some aid is afforded by Government to the branches in question, they will be obliged to 
confine their attention to coarse articles altogether, and such has been the increase of mills, principally 
for the purpose of manufacturing fine goods, it is greatly to be feared, if these are now turned to making 
the coarse articles heretofore made, in addition to those already employed in it, the market will soon be 
overstocked, and the whole cotton manufacturing business become greatly embarrassed, the demand for 
export being too uncertain and precarious to form any dependence upon. 

Your memorialists would, therefore, respectfully recommend that an addition of not less than eight 
and one-third per cent. be made to the present duty upon the square yard, valued at thirty cents upon all 
colored and printed cotton goods, and upon all fine cotton goods. 

PHILIP ALLEN. 
JOHN WHIPPLE. 

J. P. FRANKLIN. 
WILLIAM SPRAGUE. 
BENJAMIN COZZENS. 


SESE Seeger ecengemerma ents sea STS 








864 FINANCE. [No. 854 





20rn Concress.] No. 854. [Isr Sesstoy, 








IN FAVOR OF INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 13, 1828. 


At a meeting, pursuant to public notice, of a large number of respectable and extensive wool-growers 
and farmers, at the house of John Adams, in the town of Ghent, in the county of Columbia, John ¢ 
Hogeboom, Esq., was called to the chair, and T. P. Beekman appointed secretary. ; 

It was, on motion, 

Resolved, That Jacob Rutsen Van Rensselaer, James Vanderpool, Edward Puggsley, David W. Patter. 
son, and Abraham P. Holdridge, Esqs., be a committee to draught and report resolutions and a memorial 
to be forwarded to their Representative, to be by him presented to Congress. Whereupon the committee 
retired, and, by their chairman, reported the following resolutions and memorial: 

Resolved, That it is the right of the American citizen respectfully to present to the consideration of 
those elected to enact laws the grievance under which they labor, and the duty of their Representatives 
to relieve them. 

Resolved, as the sense of this meeting, That the prospects of the wool-growers and farmers have 
become alarming, and that the state and condition of agriculture requires the protecting and fostering 
care of Government. 

Resolved, That, in our opinion, during the great fluctuations which exist in the market for woolen 
goods, arising from the pernicious and fraudulent sale of foreign goods at auction, and the practices of 
the British manufacturers in invoicing their goods at low prices and short measure, it is impossible for 
the manufacturers to pay to the wool-grower a fair remunerating price for the raw material. 

Resolved, That the depression of the price of woolen goods must more seriously affect t he agricul- 
tural than the manufacturing interests, because the latter will not purchase except at a price which will 
afford him at least the prospect of a profit. 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this meeting, high protecting duties on any article of abundant 
foreign production, and which we are also capable of producing abundantly, will speedily, if not directly, 
tend, by domestic competition, to reduce it to the lowest price at which it can be made. 

Kesolved, That we rejoice in the increased and increasing prosperity of the shipping and the planting 
interests, and of all those manufacturers and artisans who, under the protection of a wise and liberal 
policy, engross the home market. 

Resolved, That we as sincerely regret that the shipping interests of our fellow-citizens of the south 
are hostile to the protection of the manufacturers of wool, hemp, flax, and iron; upon which not only the 
welfare, but almost the existence, of many sections of our country depend, and which we firmly believe 
would also increase their prosperity. 

Resolved, That, thoroughly convinced of the wisdom, policy, and even necessity, of this protection, 
we will steadily and zealously pursue every honorable means calculated to afford relief. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to our fellow-citizens in the several Congressional districts in this 
State and in our neighboring States to meet, and respectfully, but firmly, represent to the several members 
of Congress from each of those districts the just expectations of the people that they will not adjourn 
the present session of Congress until they have done all in their power to procure the passage of a law 
affording ample and perfect protection to the interests of the wool-grower and manufacturer, and the 
growers of flax and hemp, and the manufacturers of iron. 

Resolved, That the Legislature of this State be requested to pass a resolution requiring the Senators 
and requesting their Representatives from this State in the Congress of the United States to aid in 
procuring the passage of a law for the effectual protection of domestic industry. 

Resolved, That the committee appointed to prepare and report resolutions and a memorial be requested 


to sign the same in behalf of this meeting. 
J. RUTSEN VAN RENSSELAER. 
JAMES VANDERPOOL. 
EDWARD B. PUGGSLEY. 
DAVID W? PATTERSON. 
ABRAHAM P. HOLDRIDGE. 
JOHN C. HOGEBOOM. 
T. P. BEEKMAN. 





The memorial of the wool-growers and farmers of the county of Columbia, in the State of New York, 
respectfully showeth: That they have not heretofore presented their claims to the protection of their Gov- 
ernment, willing to believe that the progress of truth, the reflections which they fondly hoped would be 
produced by the agitation of the proposition for the protection of domestic industry, and a mutual desire 
on the part of the enlightened citizens of our common country to extend the protection of Government to 
every important interest and section of it, would have produced that state of things for which they 
ardently hoped. Farmers, from the nature of their pursuits, and the necessity of almost constant toil and 
labor, are little inclined, and less able, to devote any considerable portion of their time to an interchange 
of opinions on their important interests. Hence they are less liable to be operated upon in their feelings, 
and more apt to submit even to severe pressure under any measures of their Government, than those 
clases which are in the habit of constant and repeated intercourse with each other. 

_ They have witnessed with satisfaction the efforts made in different sections of the Union by the 
woolen manufacturers in the hope that their reasonable requests would be gratified; inasmuch as they 
felt a conviction that the gratification of their wishes would have secured to the agricultural interests 
great and lasting benefits in the production of a home market for the surplus products of their farms, 
and as they believed the best interests of their common country were identified with their success. 
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Disappointed in those expectations, and feeling severely the pressure arising from the want of a 
market for the surplus products of their farms, they present their case to the constituted authorities of 
their country, and claim, as a matter of right, that encouragement and protection in their pursuits (not 
against any portion of their fellow-citizens, but the subjects of a foreign Government) which shall place 
them on a footing of equality with the other great interests of the Union. 

They regret that those who have heretofore experienced and still enjoy the protection of the Govern- 
ment under which they have prospered and grown great and rich should have united their power and 
their strength, their zeal and their passions, in opposition to that portion of the community who have, 
since regular Governments were formed, proved the prop and stay of every free people. They ask that 
their case may be fairly, and coolly, and deliberately examined and judged in candor, and with a due 
regard to the interests of the whole. 

Your memorialists have observed that those interests have, with too much success, impressed on the 
public mind the opinion that high protecting duties in favor of the manufacturers of wool, iron, hemp, and 
flax were to operate to the benefit of the few to the injury of the many. This opinion they conceive 
entirely erroneous, and the cause of much violent opposition to their application for protection and relief. 
Were it proposed to grant to these manufacturers exclusive privileges to establish a monopoly and to 
prevent domestic competition, there would be force in the objection; but when the fact is notorious to all 
that success in any branch of business insures competition; when there is an abundance of unoccupied 
water-power, an immense capital seeking profitable employment, it cannot be presumed that they will 
long be permitted to enjoy the profits of their business alone; others will enter, and a fair competition 
will reduce their profits to the level of ordinary pursuits. If the price of the manufactured articles 
continues low, the manufacturers will cease their operations altogether, or they will pay such prices for 
the raw material and labor as to insure, if possible, some profit; and hence this lowness of price will 
operate most severely on the producer of the raw materials and the laborer. 

The opinion is entertained by many manufacturers that were the duties on wool and woolen goods 
entirely repealed their situation would be improved. Such a state of things would, however, be the 
means of destroying a very great portion of all the best sheep in the country; as the price of wool would 
afford no compensation for the expense of growing it. The fact is well ascertained that wool is super- 
abundant in Europe, and it can be grown there at half the price it costs in this country, as the flocks 
there are fed in winter almost exclusively on succulent vegetables, requiring comparatively very little 
labor in their production and preservation; an acre of turnips frequently yielding twenty-five and even 
thirty tons; whereas, in this country, they must, for at least ninety days in each year, be fed on dry food 
at great expense. 

The price of breadstuffs is now so depressed that farmers cannot afford to hire laborers to grow and 
carry them to market; hence they are compelled to confine their exertions to their individual labor, and 
the improvement on their farms is stationary, and in some instances retrograding. Ordinary laborers 
are consequently reduced to the necessity of working for incompetent prices, or of being altogether idle. 
When produce bears a fair remunerating price farmers hire freely, and comfort and happiness is diffused 
among: the poorer classes of the community; the mechanic and the laborer find constant employ at high 
wages; these positions are so clear and self-evident, so completely verified by past experience, that it is 
not possible to find arguments to elucidate them. Create a demand for agricultural products, and you 
produce this employment; draw into existence many manufacturing establishments and increase the 
number of the non-producing population, and you create and sustain this demand. The cause and the 
protection of the manufacturer, therefore, is the cause, the life, the comfort, and the support of the many, 
with the additional and fortunate circumstance that it does not produce injury to any. 

Your memorialists will not detain you by a repetition of arguments frequently and strongly urged 
upon you of the necessity of creating a home market for the surplus productions of their labor. On this 
subject volumes have been written, and facts enough adduced, they would hope, to satisfy the most 
doubting mind. They will merely state that, at the time the commercial and the planting interests of 
their country received the fostering aid and protecting care of the Government, and for a long time after- 
wards, owing to the belligerent state of Europe, the price of agricultural products generally bore an 
extravagant price, and the best investment of capital consisted in the humble but honorable pursuits of 
the husbandman. 

This scene is now changed, and was it not for the protection granted to the manufacture of cotton 
and other branches of domestic industry most deplorable indeed would be our condition. That encour- 
agement has given a large increase of consuming population to the eastern section of the Union, and thus 
insured a domestic demand for part of our surplus productions in grain and salted provisions. We will 
not urge, but merely mention, that the nation, some of whose statesmen have professed themselves 
favorable to what they termed the enlightened and liberal system of free and unrestrained commercial 
intercourse between nations, has prohibited and excluded from her ports every article the product of our 
country to which the labor of her own subjects cannot add ten, fifty, and an hundred fold value. The 
cotton manufactured in Great Britain adds annually, by its conversion into various fabrics, upwards of one 
hundred millions of dollars to her wealth; and could she destroy our cotton manufactures the amount 
would be increased many millions more. She is also the greatest commercial nation on earth; and the 
value of her exported manufactured articles nearly or quite equals that of all the civilized world besides. 
Annihilate her manufactures, and her commerce would be destroyed, and her agriculturists impoverished 
through want of means on the part of the other classes of the community to purchase and pay for the 
products of their labor. France is rapidly extending her manufactures, and her commerce in consequence 
is reviving, and her agriculture flourishing; while Spain and Portugal are without manufactures, almost 
entirely without commerce, and ‘their agriculture in a wretched and unproductive condition, and their 
Governments without revenue or resources. And your memorialists think they can with safety challenge 
their opponents to cite the instance of any nation who, in times of profound peace, long enjoyed a pros- 
perous commerce and productive agriculture without well established and well supported manufactures. 

Your memorialists regret to perceive the hostility of the protected interests to a participation, on 
their parts, in the wise policy which produced that protection. 

The shipping and planting interests have received all the aid and protection they have applied for 
to the complete exclusion of foreign competition; and they now urge that a grant of the protection to 
the other interests would interfere with and injure them. The one says commerce will suffer by the 
diminution in the imports of a few millions of dollars of woolen goods from Europe annually, all of which 
can be brought in either of the Liverpool line of packets to New York in the year. The southern planters 
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urge that they will have to pay a cent or two per yard more for their negro cloths. Permit your memo- 
rialists to say this is the amount of their arguments; about as sound, and entitled to about as much 
respect, as their predictions heretofore proclaimed aloud in opposition to every measure for the protection 
of any and every article of domestic manufacture have been verified by experience. 

Your memorialists beg leave to call the attention of your honorable bodies to these predictions and 
terrible forebodings of ill, and to contrast them with the result. In 1816, and again in 1824, it was 
strenuously urged that the encouragement of the domestic manufacture of cotton and wool, and other 
articles, would have a tendency to diminish the revenue, inasmuch as it would reduce the amount of 
importation. Yet it appears that the revenue derived from imports has almost regularly increased since 
both periods. Our shipping has constantly received augmentations; freights are cheaper than while 
foreign competition existed; and notwithstanding the manufacture of cotton has so extended itself as to 
furnish not only the whole supply for domestic consumption, and, of course, annihilated importations of 
the article, but produced a surplus for exportation, and the employment of our shipping to an extent nearly 
equal to the amount employed in the importation of woolen goods from Europe into the United States; 
and on which, besides, has been based the importation of other dutiable commodities to an equal or 
greater amount, and increased, by this means, the revenue. Then it was also strenuously urged that the 
consequence of protection would be an augmentation of price to the consumer, equal, at least, to the 
amount of the duty, and that, by this means, the many would be injured for the benefit of the few; and 
yet our southern brethren have clad their slaves at a less price than ever before, and in an article, one- 
fourth of the value of which is now, in most instances, composed of the great staple of the south; pro- 
cured, too, by them in exchange for that very staple, and thus producing an increased consumption of an 
article almost redundant, and the residue composed of the coarse wools of South America, purchased in 
exchange for manufactured cotton goods—thus giving double freights to our ships. Permit us to call 
your attention to a few articles liberally protected by the Government in refutation of this last prediction; 
and to ask for a single solitary good reason why the same result will be less extensively experienced in 
other protected articles. Our coarse cottons command the domestic market exclusively, and yet they are 
purchased for less than half their former price, and superior in quality. Foreign brown sugars have a 
duty of three cents a pound on their importation; this protection has furnished employment to a large 
amount of capital and very many laborers in the south, giving great additional value to its slave popu- 
lation. Hats have been so protected as to destroy foreign competition. Paper is, almost exclusively, of 
domestic manufacture. Boots, shoes, leather, nails, glass, and many other articles, have been so effectually 
protected as to exclude, almost totally, all foreign competition; and yet each of these articles, at least 
equal in quality with those formerly imported, are now from fifteen to fifty per cent. cheaper than were 
the imported articles. Your memorialists are, therefore, at a loss to assign any reason why similar results 
should not be produced in the articles of wool, woolen goods, iron, flax, and hemp. 

Your memorialists believe they are correct in stating, as a universal truth, that high protecting 
duties on any article abundantly produced abroad, and for the abundant production of which their 
country has also the capacity, must, and will, from the nature of our institutions, the character of our 
people, and the advantages of our climate, our soil, and our exhaustless water-power, have a tendency to 
produce a speedy reduction of the price to the consumer here; and we hazard nothing in assuming the 
broad position that a profitable and extensive commerce cannot long exist which is not based upon and 
supported by a prosperous state of the manufacturing interest. 

Your memorialists consider themselves not merely as citizens of the county of Columbia, or even of 
the State of New York; they claim the noble, the exalted character of citizens of the United States, 
gratified by every system of measures and policy calculated to promote the general welfare and cement 
the bonds of their Union. If they could believe, nay, if it were possible to be true, that the grant of their 
prayer, however calculated to secure to them important benefits, would or could injure the general pros- 
perity, they would refrain from addressing you, and cheerfully submit to any privation to secure this 
general benefit. They believe that the strength of a Government consists not so much in a full and over- 
flowing Treasury as in the general comfort, the happiness, the attachment of its citizens to its Constitution, 
its laws, and its institutions, and the possession of the means to contribute to the exigencies of the Govern- 
ment whenever required. Cases have not unfrequently occurred in which a people limited to the mere 
necessaries of life have yet been the subjects of a Government possessed of almost exhaustless resources 
and a full Treasury. 

Your memorialists cannot believe that it is the wish or design of any section of the country or portion 
of the people to annihilate the interests sought to be protected; the mere suggestion of the idea would 
produce an expression of universal reprobation against the author, and yet, if experience is worth any 
thing, if history speaks the language of truth, if similar causes will produce similar effects, then must 
this speedily be the case, unless your protecting arm is extended to them, unless you fold to your bosom 
the languishing infants, and protect and nourish them until they attain the age and strength of manhood, 
when, if necessary, they will, in turn, take you on their shoulders and carry you triumphantly through 
any difficulties or dangers which you may be called upon to encounter. 

If success is evidence of forecast, of prudence, and of wisdom, then may we draw many valuable 
lessons from the history of Great Britain. Her policy has uniformly been to give protection to the domestic 
industry of her subjects; to act on the principle that the constant and steady employment of all her popu- 
lation is the safest and most certain road to national wealth and individual happiness. She never suffers 
those of other Governments to compete with her own, on equal terms, on her own soil, until her artisans 
have carried their commodities to market of a better quality and at lower prices than others can do, and 
then, to be sure, she professes herself wonderfully delighted with and attached to the liberal policy, but 
with the hope and effect of inducing others to adopt her precepts, whilst she refuses to practice them her- 
self, and thus securing to herself the markets of her neighbors. Why does she now retain a rate of 
excluding duties on almost every article the product of human labor and skill? Why does she exclude 
our grain, our beef and pork, and our salted fish, except on the principle that she knows we would, in 
those articles, undersell her, and materially injure her agricultural and shipping interests? Why are the 
ports of her West India colonies closed against the produce of our country in our ships, except on the 
principle that she is determined, at all hazards, and at all events, to protect her commercial interests, and 
on the conviction that, if the trade were free and open, we would engross it? Her writers and speech- 
makers, her legislators and her statesmen, may write and talk of the liberal policy as much as they please, 
she will not, she cannot, she dare not, without risking, without losing, very many of her most firmly- 
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rooted sources of private wealth and public revenue, materially relax her present system of protection and 
xclusion. 
; Your manufacturers of wool, of flax, and of hemp are struggling hard for an existence; the protection 
intended to be afforded to the first by Congress has proved altogether fallacious and deceptive by the 
measures of the British Government, the practices of her manufacturers, and the system of sales, at public 
auction, in this country; and, unless they are protected, and effectually protected, against the effect of 
these measures and practices, they must inevitably abandon their pursuits. Among these practices, it is 
believed, is one altogether fraudulent of the revenue of the United States. Your memorialists have been 
informed, on respectable authority, that very many of the manufacturers of Great Britain, who send their 
goods to this country to be sold at auction, invoice them at very short measure, on which the duties are 
levied and collected, and, when sold, they are measured, and they receive payment for the whole quantity. 

The public debt of the United States will, according to past experience and present anticipations, 
speedily be entirely paid off, or so reduced as not to 1equire much revenue or the continuance of the 
existing rate of duties; and whenever either of these events happen, if the interests of the manufacturers 
are not protected, if they are not enabled to extend themselves, to secure more capital, and, by giving 
permanent employment to their workmen, induce the emigration of first-rate workmen and artisans, but 
are permitted to continue in their depressed condition, they must inevitably sink into ruin, and carry in 
their train many, very many, of our best citizens, and produce universal distress, at least in this section 
of the country. The only question then will be, shall the immense amount of capital vested in land, in 
sheep, in buildings, and in machinery, be totally sacrificed, or shall all foreign competition be destroyed ? 
and then, if destroyed, the country may, and probably will, for some time, incur the inconvenience arising 
from want of foreign competition; but give them now full protection, so that they continue to progress in 
extent of establishment, accumulation of capital, and perfection of workmanship, with an abundant supply 
of the raw material, and they will be able to grapple with and maintain a successful contest with the 
antagonist. Your coarse cotton manufacturers can now safely defy foreign competition. 

While your memorialists rejoice at the wealth and the enjoyments of their fellow-citizens engaged in 
the commercial and planting pursuits, they must be permitted to ask for some share of the same privileges 
which have produced that wealth and those enjoyments. When they behold the proud ships of the former 
ornamented beyond all example, the stately edifices and the splendid equipages of their commercial fellow- 
citizens, they are bound to believe their prosperity unparalleled; and when they view the long retinue of 
servants, the splendid and sumptuous tables, and taste the delicious wines of the southern planter, and 
contrast them with their own humble dwellings, and their own frugal fare, the products of their individual 
labor and industry, they cannot but believe that something besides incessant toil and labor, to which they 
are subject, and the practice of the most rigid economy, have produced this difference of situation. In 
examining for the cause they think they trace it to the fostering care and protection of their common 
Government, and they ask of it no more than it has granted to them, the right of using, in their common 
country, the products suited to their climate, their soil, and their industry, protected against a ruinous 
competition with a powerful, a sagacious, and, in many instances, an unprincipled adversary. 

J. RUTSEN VAN RENSSELAER. 
JAMES VANDERPOOL. 
EDWARD B. PUGGSLEY. 
DAVID W. PATTERSON. 
ABRAHAM P. HOLDRIDGE. 
JOHN C. HOGEBOOM. 

T. P. BEEKMAN. 
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TARIFF OF DUTIES ON WOOLEN GOODS AS PROPOSED BY MR. MALLARY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 18, 1828. 


A statement of the duties, ad valorem, which would be charged on woolens of various descriptions under 
the amendment proposed to be made by Mr. Mallary to the bill No. 132, according to the 2d, 3d, and 
4th provisions of that amendment: 


The amendment proposes an ad valorem duty of.40 per cent. after June 30, 1828; 45 per cent. after 
June 30, 1829; and of 50 per cent. after June 30, 1830. Under the 2d provision all manufactures of wool, 
or of which wool shall be a component part, the actual value of which at the place whence imported shall 
not exceed fifty cents the square yard, shall be deemed to have cost fifty cents the square yard, and the 
ad valorem duty charged thereon. 

The following calculations are made from the only datum that can be obtained, viz: the actual cost at 
the place where purchased. The rates of the duties, ad valorem, thus ascertained are less than they 
would be to make the calculations on the actual value at the place whence imported according to the 
provision in the amendment. The calculations are made at 50 per cent. ad valorem by the following rule: 

A running yard of cassimere, 27 inches wide, at 2s. 3d. sterling, with an addition of 
one-third to make the value of the square yard, would be 663 cents, which it is proposed to 
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1404 cents on a square yard of cassimere of the value of only 663 cents being actually equal to a duty 
of a fraction less than 214 per cent. ad valorem. a 

The second provision would embrace the following description of woolens: 

Plains, width 27 inches, cost 10d. to 1s. 6d. sterling. An article of great consumption by sailors 
boatmen, fishermen, and laborers. Proposed duty: on the finest, 63 per cent.; on the coarsest, 114 per 
cent. ad valorem. The quality principally consumed costs 1s., and would pay a duty of 95 per cent. 

Paddings, 27 inches wide, cost 5d. to 1s. A stiff coarse cloth for collars, sometimes worn by laborers, 
Proposed duty: on the finest, 95 per cent.; on the coarsest, 227 per cent. The quality principally 
consumed costs 8d., and would pay a duty of 143 per cent. 

Flannels, 27 inches wide, cost 6d. to 2s, An article of universal consumption. The finer qualities 
would come under the next provision, Under this, the proposed duty would be: on the finest, 56 per cent.. 
on the coarsest, 168 per cent. The principal consumption is among the laboring class, at 1s., which would 
pay 95 per cent. 

Bockings and baizes, 42 inches wide, cost 6d. to 1s. 3d. For lining the pea-jackets of sailors and 
boatmen, and the great-coats and round-jackets of farmers, mechanics, and laborers, and for table and floor- 
cloths, &c. Proposed duty: on the finest, 118 per cent.; on the coarsest, 295 per cent. The principal 
consumption is for lining of jackets and great-coats, at 9d., which would pay a duty of 196 per cent. 

Baizes, 18 inches wide, cost 1s. to 2s. For floor-cloths. Proposed duty: on the finest, 74 per cent.; 
on the coarsest, 168 per cent. The quality principally consumed costs about 1s. 6d., and would pay a duty 
of 112% per cent. 

Serges, 27 inches wide, cost Td. to 11d. For the finest, 103 per cent.; for the coarsest, 162 per cent. 
These are used as baizes for lining jackets, great-coats, &c., and for the same purposes that coarse flan- 
nels are used. The principal consumption of this article would be at 9d. sterling; duty, 126 per cent. 

Caroline plaids, 27 inches wide, cost 6d. to 9d. Proposed duty: for the finest, 126 per cent.; for the 
coarsest, 168 per cent. This is an article composed of cotton and worsted, and would pay the higher or 
woolen duty. The consumption is very great among the farming, mechanic, and laboring interests; and 
it is not at present manufactured in any part of the United States. The quality principally consumed 
costs 7d. sterling, and the proposed duty on it would be 162 per cent. 

Drab kerseys, 27 inches wide, cost 1s. to 5s. The qualities coming under this provision would pay, 
on the finest, 56 per cent.; un the coarsest, 95 per cent. It is used for great-coats, jackets, and trowsers, 
by farmers, mechanics, sailors, boatmen, and laborers. 

Swansdown, 27 inches wide, cost 8s. to 3s. Proposed duty under this provision: on the finest, 56 per 
cent.; on the coarsest, 142 per cent. It is not manufactured in the United States. Used by the farming, 
mechanic, and laboring interests. The quality principally consumed costs about 1s. 2d. sterling, on which 
the proposed duty would be 78 per cent. 

Toilinettes, 27 inches wide, cost 8d. to 5s. The quality principally consumed would come under the 
next provision. Under this the proposed duty would be: on the finest, 56 per cent.; on the coarsest, 142 
per cent. This article is consumed by all classes. 

Kerseynettes, 27 inches wide, cost 8d. to 1s. 3d. It is composed of cotton and wool, but would pay the 
woolen duty. The proposed duty would be: on the finest, 76 per cent.; on the coarsest, 142 per cent. 
This article is used by all classes for summer dresses, and the quality principally consumed costs about 
1s., and would pay a duty of 95 per cent. 

Coatings, 50 inches wide, cost 1s. 8d. to 5s. These would come under this and the next provision. 
Proposed duty under this: on the finest, 56 per cent.; on the coarsest, 105 per cent. Consumed by the 
farming, mechanic, and laboring interests, and for women’s cloaks and coats. The principal consumption 
is by the farmers, mechanics, and laborers, of a quality which costs about 2s. 6d., on which the proposed 
duty would be 70 per cent. 

Flushings and lionskins, 48 inches wide, cost 1s. 5d. to 8s. Proposed duty: on the finest, 56 per cent.; 
on the coarsest, 101 per cent. ad valorem. These articles are used for great-coats, jackets, &c., and are 
worn by farmers, mechanics, laborers, sailors, fishermen, and boatmen. 

Pelisse cloths, 54 inches wide, cost 2s. 6d. to 3s. 44d. Worn by all classes. Under this provision the 
finest quality would pay 56 per cent.; the coarsest, 76 per cent. 

Broadcloths, 45 inches wide, cost 1s. 10d. to 2s. 5d. The most inferior would come under this pro- 
vision, but the mass of broadcloths would come under the next proposed duty under this, on the finest, 
65 per cent.; on the coarsest, 86 per cent. This quality is used by mechanics, sailors, fishermen, boatmen, 
and laborers. 

The third provision of the amendment provides that all woolens over 50 cents and under $2 50 the 
square yard shall be valued at the latter rate. This provision would embrace most of the woolens now 
imported, viz: 

Flannels, from 1s. 34d. to 2s. sterling, under this provision would pay 237 per cent. on the finest; 
280 per cent. on the coarsest. 

Drab kerseys, 1s. 84d. to 5s. On the finest, 95 per cent.; on the coarsest, 280 per cent. 

Swansdown, 1s. 84d. to 3s. Finest, 158 per cent.; coarsest, 280 per cent. 

Toilinettes, 1s. 84d. to 5s. Finest, 95 per cent.; coarsest, 280 per cent. Principal consumption at 
3s. 6d.; duty, 135 per cent. 

Coatings, 3s. 13d. to 5s. Finest, 176 per cent.; coarsest, 280 per cent. 

Ladies’ cloths, width 58 inches, cost 5s. to 13s. Finest, 79 per cent.; coarsest, 204 per cent. Prin- 
cipally consumed at 9s.; duty, 113 per cent. 

Pelisse cloths, 3s. 43d. to 4s. 6d. Finest, 210 per cent.; coarsest, 279 per cent. 

Cassimeres, 27 inches wide, cost 1s. 9d. to 5s. These prices include almost all imported. The quan- 
tity above 5s, is very limited and is annually decreasing. This is an article of general consumption, and 
would pay, on the finest, 95 per cent.; coarsest, 271 per cent. 

Broadcloths, of common quality, 50 to 54 inches wide, 3s. 31d. to 6s. Worn very generally by farmers, 
mechanics, sailors, boatmen, fishermen, and laborers. The finest, 153 per cent.; coarsest, 280 per cent. 

Broadcloths, 54 inches wide, 6s. to 9s. Consumed by the same classes throughout the country. Finest, 
105 per cent.; coarsest, 158 per cent. 

Broadcloths, 54 inches, 9s. to 12s. Consumed by all classes throughout the United States. Finest, 
70 per cent.; coarsest, 105 per cent. 

__Broadcloths, 60 inches wide, cost 12s. to 16s. Consumed by wealthier people, and by these who live 
in cities. Finest, 66 per cent.; coarsest, 88 per cent. ad valorem. 
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The fourth provision, embracing broadcloths of the value of $2 50 to $4 per square yard, would reach 
those descriptions only which are consumed by the wealthy and fashionable classes. These cloths are 63 
inches wide, and cost 19s, 9d. to 25s. sterling per running yard. The proposed duty would be, on the 
finest, 71 per cent.; on the coarsest, 90 per cent. ad valorem. 
The fifth provision, embracing broadcloths of $4 to $6 per square yard, would be almost inoperative. 
The following is a summary of the duties proposed under the second and third provisions of the 
amendment: 
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The duties now existing vary from 25 to 33§ per cent. There is a minimum of 334 cents per square 
yard on some woolens, but it applies to a very small proportion of them. 
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DUTIES ON TEAS IMPORTED FROM CHiNA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 18, 1828. 


Mr. McDurrir, from the Committee of Ways and Means, submitted the following report upon so much of 
the annual report of the Secretary of the Treasury as relates to the reduction of the duties on teas: 


The various descriptions of teas, classified in reference to the existing rates of duty, cost in China 
the following sums, and are now subject by the laws of the United States to the following specific duties, 
respectively: 

Imperial, Gunpowder, and Gomee teas cost 58 cents per pound, and pay a duty of 50 cents per 
pound. 

Hyson and Young Hyson teas cost from 36 to 40 cents per pound, and pay a duty of 40 cents per 
pound. 

Hyson Skin and other green teas cost 20 cents per pound, and pay a duty of 28 cents per pound. 

Souchong and other black teas (excepting Bohea) cost from 20 to 28 cents per pound, making an 
average of 24 cents per pound, and pay a duty of 25 cents per pound. ; 

Bohea tea costs 10 cents per pound, and pays a duty of 12 cents per pound. 

From the foregoing statement it appears that Imperial, Gunpowder, and Gomee teas pay an ad 
valorem duty of about 86 per cent.; that Hyson and Young Hyson pay an ad valorem duty of from 100 to 
111 per cent.; that Hyson Skin and other green teas pay an ad valorem duty of per cent.; that 
Souchong and other black teas (with the exception of Bohea) pay an ad valorem duty of from 89 to 125 
per cent., making an average of 107 per cent.; and that Bohea tea pays an ad valorem duty of 120 per 
cent. It is obvious that in the existing rates of duty there is an inequality which ought to be removed. 
Teas which cost the highest prices, and are consumed by the more wealthy classes of the community, are 
now chargeable with the lowest rate of duty; and teas which cost the lowest prices, and are consumed 
by the poorer classes of the community, are chargeable with the highest rate of duty. In fixing a scale 
of specific duties applicable to the different qualities and descriptions of teas, the committee have made 
it a primary object to abolish the existing inequality. They have also made such a reduction of the rates 
of duty as will, in their opinion, enable the people to obtain a wholesome beverage at prices considerably 
reduced, without any material diminution of the revenue. The remark is a very obvious one, that neither 
very high nor very low duties are most productive of revenue. It is impossible to ascertain, with any 
tolerable precision, the point at which the duty on this particular article would be most productive. The 
committee cannot doubt, however, that the proposed reduction of the duty will very considerably increase 
its consumption; and, when the facility of smuggling it through the Canadas is taken into the estimate, 

it can hardly be doubted that the duties proposed by the committee, averaging, as they do, about seventy- 
five per cent. on the value, are sufficiently high for the purposes of revenue. 
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It is true that the committee have had no evidence that teas have been hitherto smuggled into the 
United States through the Canadas; but as the East India Company, under recent regulations, now 
import their teas directly into those provinces almost free of duty, and as they have now in their stores 
there an accumulated surplus considerably beyond the demand for the consumption of the provinces, the 
committee are of opinion that the probability of smuggling in that quarter ought not to be entirely 
disregarded in fixing the rates of duty on teas imported into the United States. This consideration 
acquires additional weight from the fact that the East India Company have fixed a minimum price, below 
which their agents in Canada are not now permitted to sell their teas. While this fixed price remains 
unaltered, there is no adequate inducement to smuggle teas into the United States from Canada. But 
the East India Company have the power of removing the existing restriction at any moment; and, to 
obtain a vent for the large and accumulating surplus of their teas, the inducement for removing it ig go 
great as to render that event probable. Should it take place, there can be little doubt that our northerp 
frontier would be the scene of extensive smuggling, if the present high rates of duty on teas imported 
into the United States be not reduced. Such are the views which have induced the committee to report 
the accompanying bill. 
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IN FAVOR OF INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 20, 1828. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 


The petition and memorial of the subscriber, a citizen of these United States, respectfully represents: 

That I, your petitioner and memorialist, was born and raised in Chester, now Delaware county, 
Pennsylvania, where I reside, and am now, February 14, 1828, fifty-nine years of age; was bred to the 
profession of a farmer; have steadily pursued that business up to the present time, and have been practi- 
cally and personally engaged in all the various branches of agriculture common in Pennsylvania, but 
latterly most extensively engaged in the management and cultivation of merino sheep. And having read 
with surprise the report of the Committee on Manufactures as it regards wool and woolens, I have thought 
it right and expedient, to do justice to myself and brother farmers, as well as to the manufacturers and 
my fellow-citizens generally, to lay before your honorable bodies a statement containing a sketch of my 
experience, and conclusions drawn from facts, together with the consequences which, in my view, must 
necessarily result from your decisions on those measures, so long and so earnestly called for, for the 
protection and encouragement of the American farmer, manufacturer, and the enterprise and industry of 
the country, especially as it regards wool and woolens. With a view that I may be fairly understood, 
and that the information may be of value as data for your deliberations, I propounded to myself a series 
of questions, which seemed to embrace the whole matter, which I have endeavored to answer as clearly 
and fully as I am capable, and which I have answered almost altogether from my own experience and 
immediate observation. In any calculations made I have taken great care to keep within bounds; facts 
are given as they are. 

Ist. What is your profession ? 

2d. How long have you been engaged in raising sheep ? 

3d. What number of sheep do you keep, and what kind are they ? 

4th. What quantity of clean wool is the average produce of a sheep? 

5th. What is their annual increase ? 

6th. What is the cost of keeping a sheep ? 

7th. What is the present price of wool ? 

8th. What quantity of land will maintain a sheep ? 

9th. Are there any manufactories in your neighborhood ? 

10th. Is there any demand for wool at present ? 

11th. Have you sold your wool regularly every year ? 

12th. What price have you obtained for wool at different periods, and what is the price now ? 

13th. What additional duty on wool, do you think, will protect the American wool-gower ? 

14th. Are you in favor of an additional duty on woolen goods, and to what amount ? 

15th. What will be the effect on wool-growers, in your opinion, if no additional duties are laid on 
imported cloths ? 

16th. Do the farmers of your neighborhood think a general improvement in the market for their 
products will be the result of additional duties on wool and woolens ?. 

In the year 1813 I was led to turn my attention to the cultivation of merino sheep, and extend my 
agricultural operations. At that time it was honorable and patriotic, and highly recommended by our 
wisest statesmen, the acts of Congress, and the almost unanimous sentiment of practical men, not only of 
our own country, but of Europe, and I bought one hundred and three full blood merinos, which cost me, 
on an average, over one hundred dollars apiece. The prospect was then flattering, because it promised 
a handsome profit on the capital and labor, and would make a pleasant and honorable business withal; 
and it would have been almost treason to doubt of its permanency, because the Government would never 
withdraw its protection. In this, however, I was disappointed; for shortly after the war the Government 
did withdraw its protection, and our manufacturers were driven from our own markets, and for several years 
I could not sell a pound of wool unless I would sell it to go to England, which I might have done 
immediately after the war, and was offered for it fifty cents a pound, in the dirt, for that purpose; but I 
would not, as I expected our own manufactories would revive. At length a partial resuscitation took 
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Jace, and in 1818 I sold to Fisher & George, near Germantown, at fifty cents per pound for full blood, 
and forty cents for some mixed blood I then had. Since then, up to 1822, the prices have fluctuated, and 
[ sold it from fifty to thirty-seven and a half cents in the dirt, equal to one dollar and to seventy-five cents 
clean. Since 1825 I have not been able to sell for a price that would enable me to live, twenty-five cents 
being the most I have been lately offered, and that only for a small quantity. I have now about 3,000 
Spanish and Saxony merinos, besides some small flocks out on shares, which yield, on an average, four and 
a half pounds of unwashed or two and a quarter pounds clean wool. The cost of keeping per head here, 
that is, in Delaware and Chester counties, is about one dollar and fifty cents per annum. In Belmont and 
Harrison counties, Ohio, where the heaviest part of the flock is, under the charge of my sons, who under- 
stand the business well, and are devoted to it, the annual cost of keeping is one dollar per head; and 
notwithstanding the low price of land and produce, with all the skill and economy we have been able to 
exercise, we cannot do it for less. Merino ewes are not put to breed until in their second or third year, 
and they seldom produce more than one lamb ata birth; though if high kept, they may be induced to 
breed twice a year; but this is not esteemed a judicious practice where a motive obtains for improving 
the flock; and eighty per cent. from the ewes put to breed may be considered a safe calculation, and a 
flock of merinos will more than double in five years. The Irish, English, and most of the various breeds 
of our country, breed the first year, and many have twins; so that three years would be allowing ample 
time for doubling a flock of these. They will average about the same quantity, or, perhaps, a little more, 
of clean wool than the merinos, and will consume about one-third mcre; but as almost every farmer can 
keep a small flock of these without their interrupting much his other agricultural operations, the increase, 
too, being more rapid and sooper at maturity for fatting, it is probable their wool, though strong and of 

eneral use, will continue to be sold at a less price than the merino. As to the quantity of land requisite 
for the support of a given number of sheep, it would depend so much on the quality of soil that I think 
a comparison with other stock, which every farmer, wherever situated, must be familiar with, will lead to 
satisfactory views on this subject. It has been estimated, and I think with tolerable accuracy, that six 
full-grown sheep, of the common kind, will consume as much herbage as a cow or steer of 500 pounds 
weight; hence, a calculation may be made for any given number of sheep on any variety of soil. The soil 
and climate of a great part of this country are so congenial for sheep and wool that we might in a very 
short time raise wool of any quantity and quality desired for home consumption, and for export, if we had 
a market for it. 

There are several woolen factories in this neighborhood, but they decline buying wool at present, 

unless in very small quantities and greatly depressed prices. 

I am not acquainted with the process of manufacturing wool, and cannot speak positive as to the 

profits, if there are any; but I have had the best reasons imaginable, short of positive evidence, for 
believing that latterly it has been a losing concern to the manufacturer; and at one establishment near 
me, that was believed to be well managed, where I had frequently sold my wool, I have equally strong 
reasons for believing that in 182526 they lost to the amount of their whole stock of wool for that year; 
and any one who had known them in prosperous times would have his feelings wounded to see them now. 
When they were selling their cloths for good prices I could get a good price for my wool, and vice versa; 
and I am fully sensible that no additional duty on raw wool, without securing to the manufacturer a 
greater share of our home market, will benefit the farmer or wool-grower. it is to the manufacturer we 
look for a market, and it is while he is on our own soil that we are suffered to approach him with the 
produce of our flocks and our farms; for, while in England, we must furnish him with English wool and 
feed him on English bread and English beef, all the produce of English farmers; but bring the manufacturer 
on to our own soil, and lay an efficient specific duty on the foreign manufactured articles, and upon raw 
wool a duty of twenty cents per pound, increasing it annually five cents until it shall reach fifty cents per 
pound, and I believe all will be benefitted; for it may be reasonably estimated that we do not import 
more than one-fifth of all the wool and woolens we consume; and we can more than double our annual 
stock of wool of all kinds in from three to five years with great ease. I am therefore of opinion that, to 
give the farmer a secure and permanent market for his wool and surplus produce generally, manufactories 
should be got up and sustained by efficient duties, and by guarding against and preventing any advan- 
tages being taken or practiced on us by foreign legislation or foreign fraud. Of this I express not only 
my own sentiments, but the avowed sentiments of all the respectable farmers of my acquaintance either 
in this State or Ohio. And this flock, which has been got up to what it now is, more with an eye to future 
prospects than anything that has been realized from it, with many others, will not long survive a repeated 
disappointment of the reasonable expectations the proprietor conceives he has, that Congress will, at the 
present session, provide efficient protection to wool and woolens, without which, I am of opinion, many 
very valuable flocks will be lost to the nation, and we shall be forever discouraged from making any 
attempts to introduce and cultivate fine wooled sheep in our country again, and must be depending on 
another country for our clothing, or be determined to be independent of all foreign nations, whether in 
peace or war, and go naked, while in the midst of greater natural advantages than any other people on 
this earth can boast, and which a grateful and wise community will not neglect to cultivate. 

If I could live by dint of honest and honorable industry, it would be all I ask; and surely there can 
be none more so than cultivating the means God has given us to feed and clothe ourselves. There is 
certainly nothing extravagant or unreasonable in this, and this, I humbly think, (with all due deference 
and respect for those worthy fellow-citizens to whom we have preferred the management of our national 
barque,) every American citizen has a right to expect. Every rational man who raises a family he regards 
(and this, I blush not to say it, is emphatically my situation) must necessarily lock forward with some 
degree of anxiety and desire for their future prosperity, and be shocked with any apprehension that his or 
their laudable exertions shall be iost. Manufacturers have a tendency to create a greater variety of 
employments, and, of course, increase the facilities for individual comfort and national prosperity. We 
have climate, soil, forests, minerals, water-power, native genius, and all the essential requisites for prose- 
cuting them to any extent desired; then let us, while foreign nations receive from us only very partially 
the great staple articles of our country, foster the arts and manufactures, and secure to ourselves all the ~ 
advantages we can have from our own markets. This would invite to emulation and perfection, and 
produce a greater extension and variety of commodities for internal and external commerce, and diffuse 
its invigorating influence throughout the whole system. They also open to the farmer a market for 
many heavy and perishable articles, and enlarge the sphere of his agricultural operations by adding 
many new ones for its culture. (Successful manufactures will be always understood when referring to 
their advantages.) 
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I have said it might be reasonably estimated that we do not import more than one-fifth of all the 
woolens we consume. The data I assume is this: that taking five dollars as the average annual amount 
of manufactured woolens consumed by each individual in the United States would be putting it low: but 
few put it below ten, which is probably nearer the point; but we will say five to be within bounds: the 
precise amount will not affect the principle; then the whole population, say 12,000,000, five dollars for each 
person is sixty millions, and our importation of woolens is about 12,000,000 when manufactured; one-fifth 
of the whole quantity being consumed. If it should be objected that “if we manufacture so large a portion 
of the whole, why do we complain ? we might be satisfied to let foreign nations have one-fifth,” my answer 
is this: wool is an article indispensable, which we can raise and manufacture in our own country, and a 
business in which so large a portion of the citizens can take a part. We can supply ourselves and 
more than do it, to any amount desired, and it is wise in any nation to provide, if possible, a market or 
vent for its surplus, because it will preserve regular prices, and a steady and profitable condition of 
business and circumstances; for if the surplus, however small, is thrown back on to our own market it 
invariably and inevitably reduces the prices, not only on that surplus, but on the whole quantity produced 
And here the great mischief is done, by foreign nations throwing in upon us their surplus articles of the 
kind we are raising and making here, rendering business fickle, and sinking the prices below a reasonable 
profit on the labor and capital employed; paralyzing industry and research; and producing ruin, degrada- 
tion, and distress; while, on the other hand, we stimulate and invigorate our competitors by freeing them 
of redundancy. ‘This is selfevident, and accords with experience everywhere. I have experienced jt 
several times since the last war, and experience it now, to my deep regret, and am afraid, unless your 
honorable bodies interpose efficient and effectual relief, it will be fatal, not only to me, but thousands of 
others under like circumstances; so that it is quite immaterial, as it respects the principle, whether we 
import one-fifth or one-tenth; the effect is proportionably the same, unless we have a market or vent 
abroad for our surplus, which, as I before observed, every wise nation will endeavor to foster. What 
other could have raised England to that exalted degree of wealth and power she now holds if she had not 
cultivated her energies, and stimulated and brought into action all the inventive and physical powers of 
her people, by securing to them all the advantages they could have in their own markets, and creating 
others abroad for their surplus, which they seem determined, by every contrivance and means in their 
power, to maintain? No matter what the sacrifice, they must clear off the surplus. If it is even all 
sunk, which sometimes may be the case, and nothing is returned to cover the cost of producing it, the 
nation is the gainer by sending it away. This accounts at once for the extraordinary efforts to thrust her 
manufactures into every part of the world, and keep other nations down, who, as the United States, she 
fears will be converted from a long and rich customer into an extensive and powerful rival. If it be 
true that the average annual amount of woolens imported from Great Britain is equal to ten millions, and 
money is worth five per cent. per annum, then it is evident, on the principles already explained, we furnish 
her with a capital equal to two hundred millions of dollars to keep down the growth and manufacture of 
wool, and damp the spirit of enterprise and improvement in our own country, which she dreads, as 
becoming a growing rival in her markets abroad, as she well knows our facilities exceed hers, and Yankee 
prowess is not to be trifled with. How, then, is it to be expected that, without the efficient aid of our 
Government, we shall be able to withstand such a powerful opponent, whose wise statesmen are always 
on the alert, and whose penetrating eye seems even to pierce into the very secret movements of every 
nation on earth, and ready, with an act of Parliament, order in Council, and millions of secret service 
money at their command, if necessary, to check and chastise any refractory customers who shall think of 
acting for themselves? The thing is utterly impossible. With me it would be just as rational to lay 
hold of the pillars of the Capitol that surrounds you, run off with it with all its contents, and heave it into 
the ocean, as to attempt, by individual exertion, unaided by the laws of my country, and standing, too, on 
such very unequal grounds in point of experience, and combatted by such powerful antagonists, to raise 
this nation to greatness and to glory. 

If I have been correct in my observation, and it is wise in a nation to cultivate her own resources, 
then it will be said we are acting directly the reverse of all that is rational by putting a rod in the hands 
of so powerful a competitor to scourge and chastise ourselves. Great Britain, according to her own 
statistics, wields a power in her productive operations, produced principally by the application of steam 
and water power on her improved machinery, equal to that of two hundred millions of able-bodied men. 
I should think it quite sufficient for ws, a young and inexperienced nation, to meet her on terms of the 
strictest reciprocity. She receives from other nations only what suits her convenience; we should do the 
same, and in less than five years we might have an amount of woolens to export greater than we now 
import. Then there need be uo fears for the revenue, for here would be aliment for foreign commerce 
which would be prosecuted in proportion to the wants of the people and their ability to purchase. 

I will not enter into political squabbles, nor descend to local partialities, which I consider as instru- 
ments in the hands of the enemy, whose principle it is to divide and conquer. But whatever is done, in 
God’s name let it be done for the benefit of the whole, as one family. We shall then be disposed to act, 
and will act in concert, on any great national question, such as is calculated to give a stimulus and 
security to laudable industry and enterprise, and to cultivate those great advantages a beneficent Provi- 
dence has granted us. Let it not be said that we are prodigal, and treat with contempt those proffered 
blessings as beneath our attention and not worth improving. (I am no scholar, and have no set manner 
of writing, and I trust I shall be excused for expressing my sentiments in the only manner J am capable.) 
God forbid that I should think that any of my brethren of this Union would, knowingly and designedly, 
be guilty of such gross absurdity and wickedness. I am sure it will not be thought by your honorable 
body that I intend to convey such an idea. I merely wish to draw your attention to this great and over- 
whelming fact, that the prosperity and salvation of this nation requires that we should have a market 
or vent somewhere for our surplus, and without which it is folly to attempt to make any improvements 
or advances in the arts, for the more we do the worse we are off, unless we have no dealings, no commerce, 
internal or external; for, without an adequate market, the more the stock of surplus labor increases the 
greater is the difficulty of disposing of only a little. I speak from facts—from experience. I have no 
theory. It has been so with me at several different periods since the late war, and is so at this moment, 
and I have to regret its effects deeply and extensively. Nor is the loss of money. merely that which 
we should regret so much. Society is deeply and injuriously affected by it; and unless something 18 
speedily done to revive and animate the industrious classes—something that shall hold out to them more 
encouraging and animating prospects—who shall presume to make calculations on the future greatness 
and prosperity of this nation? I say none. None so stupidly blind as not to know that we must have 
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a market for our surplus, either at home or abroad. A great portion of the stock of surplus agricultural 
roducts of all the Middle and Western States for these three years past has been either accumulating 
or wasting. There cannot be a doubt but there is a heavy stock of cloths and wool on hand, and if there 
was a total prohibition of wool and woolens of every description in three months from this time it could 
not produce any great shock; for if there should even not be quite enough to supply the demand, (and 
like causes produce like effects,) there would be an overwhelming quantity imported and thrown in 
before the act would take effect, and our own establishments would immediately be put into full opera- 
tion, and many new ones soon got under way. I know of several very fine establishments for woolens 
that are either all but silenced or waiting to know the determination of Congress on these measures. In 
the small county of twelve miles square, where I reside, according to a statistical report made by a 
committee appointed for the purpose, there are two hundred good mill seats, about forty of which are on 
the principal streams unimproved, and several woolen manufactories would be got up this year if any 
efficient bill should pass. And I think I have shown that we can double our annual stock of wool of all 
kinds in from three to five years. I have had some small flocks of merinos to more than double in three 
rears; so that the deficiency could be supplied in one year from our own farms. Why we should be 
so extremely diffident about making the best use of our own markets, as the bill reported in relation 
to wooleus indicates, I am yet utterly at a loss to conjecture. Foreign nations grant us nothing further 
than suits their convenience, and surely they will not complain if we mete out to them in the same measure 
they mete to us. 

I therefore most earnestly implore your honorable bodies, the Congress of the United States, to give 
us that market you have in your power to give, and which no foreign Power on this earth has a right to 
control, nor, without your permission, can control, which will be a full and complete protection of our 
own markets for wool and woolens. A crisis has arrived in which we cannot, as a social people, exist 
much longer without them. Agriculture, manufactures, the arts and sciences, and commerce, are all 
members of the same family, and should harmonize and move together with as much cordiality (if I may 
be indulged in the figure) as the most intelligent married couple, who are not pledged by bargain merely, 
but by a union of all the finer feelings of the heart. They would then be prosperous, and we might, 
with some degree of confidence, look forward to future greatness. 

I have examined and maturely considered the bill reported by the Committee on Manufactures, as it 
respects wool and woolens, and am decidedly of opinion that the adoption of that bill will leave the 
farmer, wool-grower, and manufacturer in a worse situation than if no attempt had been made to legislate 
upon it; for, while foreign nations are permitted to throw in their surplus on our already glutted market, 
with orders to sell at auction for cash for what they will bring, it is in vain that our manufacturers 
attempt to sell; for if they offer at a price ever so low, the foreign article is thrust in below them, until 
the price is so reduced that the American manufacturer, on whom alone we look for a market for our 
wool, is not enabled to purchase at any price whatever. 

I therefore pray that, if your honorable bodies shall not see fit to give us our own market entire for 
those branches, you will adopt the Harrisburg plan, as relates to wool and woolens, as a substitute for 
those provisions of the bill now before the House, as being better calculated to produce the end desired. 

I now feel that I have done my duty, and I most devoutly pray to God that he may lead and direct 
you in all your deliberations and efforts to do yours. 

In great regard, I have the pleasure to subscribe, your friend and fellow-citizen, 
JAMES MILVAIN, 
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IN FAVOR OF INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 20, 1828. 


Whereas, in the opinion of the General Assembly of the State of Indiana, it is the true policy and 
the imperative duty of the General Government to foster and encourage every branch of national industry 
which in every degree has a tendency to render us independent of foreign capital or skill, or to increase 
the wealth and resources of the nation, and more particularly to protect those manufactures which are 
necessary to our comfort and convenience, for which the raw materials are or may be abundantly pro- 
duced in our country, and, by a proper regulation of the tariff, to place the American manufacturer 
beyond the reach of foreign combinations which may be formed to paralyze his energies and efforts, and 
to enable him successfully to compete in the American market with the European capitalist; and 
whereas our experience of the advantages resulting from the limited protection afforded to the manu- 
factures of cotton has not only tested the soundness of the principles and correctness of the policy upon 
which the measure was predicated, but affords unequivocal evidence of the expediency and necessity of 
such a further revision of the tariff as will insure adequate protection to the culture of hemp, the growth 
of wool, and the manufacture of woolens; and whereas we believe the future interests and prosperity of 
the western country are particularly involved in the success of a measure which is dictated by policy and 
duty, has been tested by experience, and is demanded by our situation and necessities: Therefore— 

Resolved, That our Senators in Congress be instructed, and our Representatives specially requested, 
to use every reasonable effort tc restrain the importation of hemp, raw wool, and woolens, and to afford 
full and ample protection and encouragement to all articles of American growth and manufacture, and to 
give their united aid and co-operation to those of our sister States who encourage a national system of 
domestic manufactures and internal improvements. 

H. H. MOORE, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JOHN H. THOMPSON, President of the Senate. 


January 24, A. D. 1828. 


Approved. 
J. BROWN RAY. 
voL. v——110 B 
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AGAINST INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 20, 1828. 


York Covurt-Hovse, South Carolina, October 25, 182°. 


The following report of the committee appointed by the citizens of York district, in the State of South 
Carolina, “for the purpose of taking into consideration the tariff policy heretofore pursued by Congress 
and also the subject of the proposed woolens bill,” was this day submitted to an adjourned meeting of 
the citizens of said district, and, after full consideration, was unanimously adopted, viz : 

1. Resolved, as the sense of the citizens of this district, That equality of rights, equality of laws, 
equality of burdens, and equality of benefits, are the fundamental principles of all Republican Govern- 
ments, and were intended by the framers of our Constitution as the inviolable basis of our federative 
system. 

2. Resolved, That this is a Government of compromise, the powers of which are defined in the Consti- 
tution, and that it is dangerous to transcend, by a process of strained and doubtful construction, its express 
limits, regardless of the mode prescribed for “alteration and amendment.” 

3. Resolved, That in order to preserve harmony between the General and State Governments, agents 
appointed for specific objects can never safely and rightfully assume the exercise of powers not expressly 
delegated. 

4, Resolved, That the broad considerations of the “common defence and general welfare” were the 
appropriate objects of the convention only who framed the Constitution of the United States; and that 
Congress can consider them in no other way than in accordance with the express powers granted by that 
instrument. 

5. Resolved, That to foster one branch of industry at the expense of another, and one class of men at 
the expense of the rest, without an express grant of power for that purpose, is in violation of that equality 
which we regard as the basis of our Constitution. 

6. Resolved, That no power to encourage domestic manufactures as a sole and exclusive object is 
apparent to us in the Constitution; and, therefore, every tariff which looks to that object alone is uncon- 
stitutional. 

1. Resolved, That the tariff duties which are proposed on woolen manufactures, and every other which 
goes beyond the purposes of revenue for constitutional objects, is ineapedient as well as unconstitutional: 

Because it will diminish the revenue of the United States, and so far disable the General Govern- 
ment to fulfil the purposes of its adoption, and especially to pay the public debt already in existence, by 
diminishing foreign importations, and thus cutting off the most fruitful source of national funds: 

Because it will be injudicious for Government to sustain, at the expense of a respectable portion of 
the Confederacy, an investment of capital which the circumstances of society or the improvidence of 
capitalists renders unprofitable, and that it will be unjust and unnecessary to do so if such investments 
already yield a reasonable profit: 

Because the consumers of manufactures are the great body of the nation, and ought not to be taxed 
for the benefit of the few, particularly when such tax goes not into the coffers of the National Treasury: 

Because the encouragement of manufactures by law beyond the demands of commerce only changes 
the direction of capital, which is alone the wealth of a nation as it is of individuals, and transfers its 
employments from departments of industry which yield reasonable profit, to one which, it is urged, does 
not; and therefore its destination is clearly for the worse: 

Because there is not yet an overstock of capital and labor in agriculture and commerce; and when 
there is, it may be invested in manufactures with propriety, and without the aid of taxation upon the 
community: 

And because, until then, it is premature to force manufacturing employments into preference. 

8. Resolved, That copies of the foregoing resolutions be laid before Congress, through the medium of 


our delegation from this State. 
THOMAS WILLIAMS, Jr, 
WILLIAM McGILL, 
SAMUEL RAINEY, 
RANDOLPH HILL, 
T. J. WETHERS, 
JOHN THOMPSON, 
J. R. DARNELL, Committee. 


ROBERT CLENDENIN, Chairman of the Meeting. 
JaMEs Rocers, Secretary. 
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DRAWBACK IN CASE OF INFORMALITY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 22, 1828. 


Mr. Avexanper Suytu, from the Committee of Ways and Means, to whom was referred the petition of 
Augustus Aspinwall, made the following report: 


That it appears that the petitioner entered at the custom-house in Boston 91 boxes of brown and 41 
boxes of white sugar, brought coastwise from New York, and produced a certificate from the Collector of 
that port that the coastwise certificate was not issued at the time of the sailing of the vessel; that on 
the 27th of April following, the coastwise certificate not having been received, the petitioner was per- 
mitted by the Collector at Boston, “ conditionally,” to lade the 41 boxes of white sugar on board of a vessel 
pound to Gibraltar, which was done, and all the necessary forms were complied with. 

By the 31st section of the act of Ist March, 1823, concerning the collection of duties, it is provided 
that the coastwise certificate shall be delivered to the Collector within two months from the date of the 
entry, and before the goods shall be entered for exportation. In this case the coastwise certificate was 
delivered within the two months, but not before the goods were entered for exportation. 

It thus appears that the permission given by the Collector at Boston was against the letter of the 
law, and it is not stated on what “condition” the permission was given; but the committee are of opinion 
that, when the exportation was made, both the petitioner and the Collector considered that the intent of 
the law would be substantially complied with if the coastwise certificate was delivered within two months 
from the date of the entry of the goods at Boston; the only difference between the certificate actually 
received and the regular coastwise certificate being the insertion of the weight in the former. 

Your committee being of opinion that the petitioner intended such a compliance with the law as would 
entitle him to debenture on the said 41 boxes of white sugar, and that it was in consequence of the 
permission granted by the Collector that the prescribed course was deviated from, report a bill for his 
relief. 
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DUTIES CHARGED ON APPRAISED VALUE OF GOODS IN ABSENCE OF INVOICE. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 23, 1828. 


Mr. Verrianck, from the Committee of Ways and Means, to whom was referred the petition of A. & Z. 
Cavelier, made the following report: 


That the facts of this case, as stated by the Collector at New Orleans and the Comptroller of the 
Treasury, are the following: 

In October, 1827, the petitioners received from Marseilles, at New Orleans, 100 bales of blankets, 
which, being unaccompanied by any invoice, were entered on appraisement, conformably to the collection 
law of March 1, 1823, some weeks after the invoice was received, produced at the custom-house, and 
the bond given for its production accordingly cancelled. But it appearing from a comparison of the 
invoice with the appraisement that the invoice was less by 3,338 francs than the appraised value, the 
importers applied to the Collector, and afterwards to the Treasury Department, for a ratable reduction of 
the duties. 

These applications were refused, on the ground that, by the existing laws, no discretionary power to 
that effect was allowed to any officer of Government. The duties having been made on the appraised 
value, the importers now petition that the amount of duties on this excess of 3,338 francs be reimbursed 
to them, as having been unjustly paid. 

By the collection act of Ist March, 1823, it is provided that, in case of goods being received without 
any accompanying invoice, if it is not judged expedient to leave them in the public stores until an invoice 
can be procured, they may be admitted to entry on an appraisement; upon which appraised value the 
duties shall be estimated, the owner at the same time giving bond to produce the actual invoice within 
a specified time, and to pay any excess of duty which it may appear the goods would be liable to by the 
invoice over those estimated on the appraised value. The law is not only silent as to providing for reim- 
bursement in case of the appraisement exceeding the invoice price, but seems to have intentionally 
excluded any allowance for such a contingency. The policy of the law is to present the strongest induce- 
ment for the presentation of the real invoice, and to guard the Treasury from loss, in consequence of its 
suppression, whether through negligence or design. Had the general law extended to an allowance for 
excess of appraised duties in cases like the present, a constant opportunity for fraud would be afforded, 
by enabling the fraudulent first to try the chance of a low appraisement, to be acquiesced in and con- 
formed to, if satisfactory, or else to be set aside, and a reimbursement of the difference demanded. 

The present law seems to have been prepared with great caution and exactness, for the purpose 
of preventing frauds on the revenue, and the committee see no reason for innovating on its general 
provisions. 

In this particular case there is no imputation or suspicion of fraud; but as it clearly falls within the 
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policy of the collection law, the committee regard it as incxpedient and of bad precedent to grant any 


special relief. 
They therefore submit the following resolution: 
Resolved, That it is inexpedient to grant the prayer of the petitioners. 
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AGAINST INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 25, 1828. 
PROCEEDINGS OF CITIZENS OF NEWBERRY DISTRICT. 


At a meeting of a portion of the citizens of Newberry district, South Carolina, on the 5th of August, 
1827, John B. O’Neall in the chair, and James J. Caldwell secretary, it was 

Resolved, That the citizens of the district at large should be invited to meet at Newberry Court-House 
on the third Monday of September following, to take into consideration the “woolens bill,” and the duties 
heretofore laid by Congress for the protection of domestic manufactures; and that Job Johnston, James 
J. Caldwell, George W. Glenn, Meredith W. Moon, and Benjamin Maybin, be a committee to report reso- 
lutions for the consideration of that adjourned meeting. 


ADJOURNED MEETING. 


On the 3d of September, 1827, a numerous concourse of citizens took place; John B. O’Neall was 
called to the chair, and James J. Caldwell appointed secretary. Job Johnston, the chairman of the com- 
mittee appointed at the previous meeting, reported the following resolutions; which were severally 
considered and agreed to, nem. con. 

Resolved, That the imposts heretofore laid by Congress for the purpose of protecting domestic manu- 
factures are partial, unjust, unconstitutional, and oppressive, and ought at once to be repealed. 

Resolved, That Congress possesses no power but such as is expressly delegated, and such as is neces- 
sary to carry the delegated powers into operation. 

Resolved, That the power to lay imposts and duties for purposes other than raising revenue is nowhere 
to be found in the Constitution; and to pervert the power to raise revenue for other purposes is a usurpa- 
tion of power, and a fraud on that instrument. 

Resolved, That to protect domestic manufactures under the power to ‘regulate commerce” is sub- 
stantially converting the right ‘to regulate” into a right to destroy. 

Resolved, That the system of protecting duties is not an “American system.” The leading aim of 
our Government is to give all men equal rights, and leave each individual to his own exertions. 

On the contrary, the protecting system, at its very outset, robs one class of the community to enrich 
the other. 

It detracts from the fair profits of agriculture and commerce, and thus tends to destroy industry and 
enterprise in those most necessary vocations. 

It adds profit to manufacturing investments already profitable, (which is needless and unjust,) or it 
aids unprofitable investments, (which is impolitic. ) 

It destroys the markets for our staple commodities; for nothing can be plainer than that if other 
nations are prohibited from selling to us they cannot afford to buy from us. It impoverishes the con- 
sumers, (who are the great body of the people,) by compelling them to buy dear and sell cheap, when 
they have an opportunity (else there is no need of such laws) to buy cheap and sell dear. 

In destroying foreign trade it destroys our shipping interest, and with it our nursery of seamen and 
our Navy. 

In prohibiting foreign goods it deprives the Government of the duties, and will render a resort to 
direct taxation and excise inevitable. By rendering a system of smuggling almost necessary, it tends to 
demoralize the people, an evil destructive of the Government itself under which we live, which is emphati- 
cally a Government of the people, and depends for its support solely on their virtue. 

Resolved, That the woolens bill is liable to all the foregoing objections to a greater extent. 

Resolved, That our attachment to the union of these States is inferior to none, and that, as a means of 
perpetuating and insuring the safety of the same, we will adopt all peaceable and constitutional methods 
to procure the repeal of the protecting duties already laid, and to prevent the passage of the woolens bill, 
or other measures of a similar character, or to procure their repeal should they pass. 

Resolved, That we will, when they shall deem proper, cordially unite with our fellow-citizens of this 
State in associations for the non-consumption (with such limitations as prudence may dictate) of the staple 
commodities or manufactures of such sections of the United States as have, by their Representatives, 
supported or shall support the system of which we complain; and we hereby recommend such associa- 
tions, or we will unite in any other measure, not hostile to the Government, calculated to prevent the 
passage of such measures, or to procure their repeal. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to express by memorial to Congress and to the State Legis- 
lature the sense of this meeting. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to devise peaceable and constitutional measures to defeat 
the woolens bill, and to prevent the oppressive operation of that measure, (should it pass,) as well as of 
the existing protecting duties. 

Resolved, That it is our wish that our Representatives in both branches of the State Legislature, as 
well as in Congress, should, on fit occasions, act in accordance with the sentiments expressed by this 
meeting. 





~~ 
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Resolved, That copies of the foregoing resolutions be furnished to our Representatives in both branches 
of the State Legislature and in Congress; and that they be also published in the Telescope. 


By order of the meeting: 
JOHN B. O’NEALL, Chairman. 
James J. CALDWELL, Secretary. 





To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States : 


The memorial of the citizens of Newberry district, South Carolina, showeth: That your memorialists 
have ever been, and now are, as much attached to the union of the States and the Constitution of the 
United States as any other portion of the people; and have ever manifested, and are yet prepared to 
manifest, as strong a disposition to support the Government of their country, with all their means, in the 
full exercise of all constitutional powers, and in the pursuit of a just and equal policy, as any section of 
this Republic. That, from a spirit of forbearance, and trusting to the generosity, good sense, and 
patriotism of their brethren of other sections, they have hitherto abstained from open complaints against 
the right assumed by Congress to lay duties, not for revenue, nor for the regulation of commerce, but for 
the protection of domestic manufactures. It is a power nowhere to be found in the Constitution; it is 
neither included in those expressly delegated, nor is it incident to, nor obviously necessary to carry the 
delegated powers into execution. The exercise of it is a usurpation, and, if tamely submitted to, would 
sanction the exercise of other powers not delegated, not proceeding from the people, and subversive of 
their right of self-government. Ours is a Government of the people. It ought not only to be administered 
for them, but by them. The powers granted by them to their public servants are enumerated with jealous 
circumspection in the Constitution as guides to their agents. Beyond this, the constitutional authorities 
must not pass. When they arrive at these limits they must pause, and ask the people of the States for 
an enlargement of their constitutional powers. If the requests be reasonable, the people are interested to 
grant it; and if they refuse, the wisdom of the people has spoken in the refusal, and the power of the 

eople will assert their right to be obeyed. 

The species of legislation of which we complain is an infringement of the federal pact. It is a faith- 
less departure from a pledge to legislate, not for a section, but for the Confederation; not for a few, but 
for “the general welfare.” It creates discord, instead of insuring ‘a more perfect union.” It violates 
the eternal principles of justice by robbing one to enrich another. It arrays the interest of the oppressed 
against his public duties, and tends to disturb “ domestic tranquillity.” It detracts from the revenue, from 
the strength of the Navy, and other means of the “common defence,” and *(what is clearly against the 
whole scheme of our Government) it needlessly interferes with the liberty of the citizen to pursue his 
private avocations according to the dictates of his own judgment. 

We observe with pain that the demands of the manufacturers are never ending. The support of 
paupers increases pauperism. Encourage manufactures—others engage in that pursuit, and you find the 
line of beggars for protection in your lobby doubled. It appears that things have arrived to that pass 
that a corps of agents, duly organized and drilled according to a system of mercenary tactics, are, year 
after year, armed with statements and pretences manufactured. for the purpose, and sent to the seat of 
Government to conquer the Legislature by skilful manceuvres. Even when discomfited, as in the last 
campaign, they are not conquered. <A hollow peace is patched up, and you behold them industriously 
“in time of peace preparing for war.” It is in vain to pretend that the force lately organized at Harris- 
burg is a “peace establishment.” It will disclose its true character in an unblushing and determined 
attempt to plunder all other classes for the aggrandizement of the manufacturer. 

We speak from the heart. Our burdens are more than we can bear. Universal distress pervades the 
south. If the apprehended distress of the manufacturers at the end of the last war entitled them to 
relief, surely our present poverty and approaching ruin should produce compassion if we could submit to 
ask it. But we ask not compassion; we demand nothing but simple justice. 

We are treated as colonies. Our honest earnings are taken from us and given to others. What is 
taken from us never returns to us. We have never received, and never expect to receive, any benefit 
from such legislation. The “bloated promises” of our oppressors we believe ever will be, as they ever 
have been, followed by “lank performances.” We place no confidence in them. We have no faith in that 
wisdom which has set out to render us independent by reducing us to beggary. We protest against the 
power of the General Government to protect domestic manufactures; and we request that all laws here- 
tofore passed for that purpose be repealed, and that the principles be forever abandoned. If necessary, 
we are willing to contribute “ millions for revenue—not a cent for protecting duties.” 

We submit our grievances with a hope they will not be disregarded. 


By order of the meeting. JOHN B. O’NEALL. Chai 
(IN B. O’NEALL, Chairman. 





James J. CatpwELt, Secretary. 
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AGAINST INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTED MOLASSES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 25, 1828. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled : 

The subscribers, citizens of the town of Warren, in the State of Rhode Island, &c., would respectfully 

represent : That the principal business of this town, and, in fact, of the district in which it is located, is 
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the West India trade and distillation of molasses ; that they follow this business from necessity, having 
no water privileges or other facilities for manufacturing, which their neighbors possess in a greater or 
less degree ; that they suffered the loss of all their business and a great part of their property during the 
long embargo, non-intercourse, and the war which followed, by the effects of which their population was 
very much diminished ; that they have, since the peace, by their industry, frugality, and assiduous atten- 
tion to their business, in some measure retrieved their losses and repaired the dilapidations of the town 

caused by the measures aforesaid. Their population has also increased, and they had begun already to 
anticipate the time as not far distant when their real estate would bring in market something near the 
price for which it sold in the days of their former prosperity. But the report of your Committee on 
Manufactures, recommending an increase of the present heavy duty on molasses and the abolishment of 
the drawback allowed on the exportation of spirits distilled from that material, has come upon them like 

a powerful electrical shock, which has dissipated all their pleasing dreams of future prosperity, and 
paralyzed all their efforts. They anticipate from that recommendation, if carried into effect, nothing short 
of a total destruction of all the distilling establishments in New England, and, consequently, an end of 
the principal part of their business. And although they acknowledge themselves in favor of a reasonable 
protection of the manufacturing interests in this country, still, as self-preservation is the first law of 
nature, they cannot silently submit to be sacrificed whenever the manufacturers shall think it expedient 
to place them upon the altar. They consider that they are entitled to the protection of the Government, 

in common with other citizens, whatever may be their pursuits. They therefore beg leave to remonstrate 

against the passage of the bill recommended by the Committee on Manufactures entitled “ A bill in 

alteration of the several acts imposing duties on imports,” especially so far as the same relates to an 

increase of the present duty on molasses and the abolishment of the drawback on the exportation of spirits 

distilled from that material. They consider the present duty as enormous, compared with the cost of the 
article in the West Indies, especially in the island of Cuba, where the average price for the last five years, 

in the seaports, has been less than nine cents per gallon, and on the plantations not over six and one- 
quarter cents. Your remonstrants do not think it possible to obtain a supply of molasses adequate to the 
present consumption from any part of the territory of the United States; and if it were, no further protection 
is necessary to its culture; for, if the West India planter can live by the business at the prices above named, 
the American planter certainly can, who has been obtaining, during the same time, eighteen to twenty-two 
cents per gallon on his plantation for this article. They, therefore, consider it unnecessary that their 
business should be destroyed to protect the interests of the American planter. And shall their business 
be annihilated to enrich the distillers of gin and whiskey? The distillers of molasses can now scarcely 
live by their business, in competition with the distillers of grain, as the eastern States are yearly flooded 
with whiskey from the grain-growing States. It has been said by a gentleman from Kentucky that it 
was his intention, in recommending the measure, to abolish the use of the “ poisonous taffia” manufactured 
in New England, and to substitute “ wholesome grain liquors.” Your remonstrants beg leave to differ 
with the gentleman in opinion in relation to the qualities of the liquors in question, as whiskey and gin 
are generally considered by the best judges here much more pernicious than liquors distilled from 
molasses. That argument, then, in favor of the proposed measure is, at least, of doubtful force. But be 
that as it may, is not the distilling of molasses one of the great manufacturing interests of the country ? 
And are not all those interests equally entitled to the protection of the Government? And with respect 
to the importers of molasses, are not their interests closely connected with the great agricultural and 
maritime interests of the country? Does not their business find markets for a very considerable portion 
of its agricultural and manufacturing productions? And does it not create employment for numerous 
mechanics and laborers? And is not the West India trade a great nursery of able seamen, whose 
services may be of immense consequence in the event of a war with any great naval Power? Your 
remonstrants consider that it would be an unjust, illiberal, and impolitic measure to destroy a business 
productive of so many benefits to the country. They~do not think that the manufacturing business 
requires so great a sacrifice for its protection. They believe the manufacturing business generally to be 
much more profitable than any trade which they are or have been engaged in for many years, and that if 
any business needed protection, to the exclusion of others, it would be that of the importers and distillers 
of molasses. 

Wherefore, inasmuch as your remonstrants are fully convinced that the aforesaid bill, if the same should 
pass in the form in which it was recommended, would entirely destroy their said business; that it would 
deprive a numerous class of mechanics and laborers of their employment, and would take from them the 
means of earning a subsistence for themselves and families, for the purpose of pampering and aggrandizing 
another class of citizens; that it would close the West India markets against a very considerable portion of 
the agricultural and manufacturing productions of the country; and that it would drive from their employ- 
ment a numerous, hardy, and enterprising portion of our seamen, and thereby paralyze the arm of national 
defence ; they would, therefore, again respectfully, but most sincerely and earnestly, entreat your honors, 
by your regard for the prosperity of our common country, by your respect for its Constitution, and, above 
all, by your sacred obligation to extend equal protection to every branch of industry and to every class 
of citizens, whatever may be their pursuits, that you would reject the aforesaid bill, or especially such 
provisions of the same as relate to an increase of the present duty on molasses and the abolishment of 
the drawback allowed on the exportation of spirits distilled from that material. 
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POWERS OF THE GENERAL GOVERNMENT UNDER THE CONSTITUTION IN CERTAIN 
CASES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 25, 1828. 


Executive Orrice, Columbus, Ohio, February 12, 1828. 

Sir: I herewith transmit a copy of the preamble and resolutions of the General Assembly of Ohio, 
in reply to the resolutions from the Legislature of South Carolina respecting the constitutional powers 
of the General Government. 

I have the horor to be, with great respect, your most obedient, 
ALLEN TRIMBLE, 
By SAMUEL C. ANDREWS, Private Secretary. 





Report of the select committee on the resolutions from the Legislature of the State of South Carolina. 


The select committee, to whom were referred the resolutions of the Legislature of the State of South 
Carolina respecting the constitutional powers of the General Government of the United States, have had 
the same under consideration, and recommend the adoption of the following preamble and resolutions: 

Whereas there have been communicated by the Governor copies of certain resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of the State of South Carolina, transmitted by the Executive of that State to be laid before the 
General Assembly of this State for their consideration; and it being proper that this General Assembly 
should respectfully express their opinion upon the matters therein contained: Therefore— 

Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio, That to the general propositions contained in 
the first resolution, abstracted from definite questions of constitutional right or power, this General 
Assembly perceive no grounds of exception. 

Resolved, That this General Assembly do not concur in the opinion of the Legislature of South 
Carolina, as expressed in the second, third, and fourth resolutions; and to the doctrines therein contained 
this General Assembly express their most solemn dissent. 

Resolved, That the Governor of this State be requested to transmit copies of the foregoing preamble 
and resolutions to the Governor of South Carolina, and to the Governors of the several States, with a 
request that the same be laid before the Legislatures of their respective States; and also to our Senators 
and Representatives in Congress, to be by them laid before Congress for their consideration. 

EDWARD KING, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
SAMUEL WHEELER, Speaker of the Senate. 
Feprvuary 12, 1828. 


Orrice oF THE Secretary oF Strate, Columbus, Ohio, February 12, 1828. 


I certify the foregoing to be a correct copy of the original roll remaining on file in this office. 
JEREMIAH M’LENE, Secretary of State. 





20TH Conecress. ] No. 865. [1st Sesston. 








DRAWBACK OF DUTIES WHERE GOODS WERE NOT EXPORTED FROM A LEGAL PORT. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 25, 1828. 


Mr. Spracur, from the Committee of Ways and Means, who were instructed, by resolution, to inquire into 
the expediency of allowing to William J. Quincy and Charles E. Quincy the amount of a certain 
debenture certificate, have had that subject under consideration, and report: 


That said William J. Quincy and Charles E. Quincy represent that, being the owners of twelve pipes 
of brandy imported into the port of Boston, entitled to debenture, they transported the same coastwise 
from Boston to Portland, and thence to Ocracoke, in North Carolina, whence they were shipped in a vessel 
bound for the Canary Islands, and a regular certificate of such shipment obtained from the Collector at 
Ocracoke. On presenting the same to the Collector at Boston, he declined granting the debentures, on the 
ground that Ocracoke was not a port from which goods imported into districts could be exported with the 
right to debenture. The 77th section of the collection law of March 2, 1799, provides “that the districts 
from which goods, wares, or merchandise may be exported, subject to drawback, be only the districts of 
original importation and those ports at which vessels from the Cape of Good Hope, or from any place 
beyond the same, are permitted to make entry.” Ocracoke was not the port of original importation, nor a 
port at which vessels from the Cape of Good Hope, or from any place beyond the same, were permitted to 
be entered; and the brandies in question could not, therefore, be exported from that district subject to 
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drawback. But as it seems that the Collector at Ocracoke, as well as the owners of said brandies, acteq 
under the belief that the right to drawback would accrue from the exportation from that district, and that 
said William J. Quincy and Charles E. Quincy are not in fault, the committee are of opinion that they are 
entitled to relief, upon furnishing evidence that the duties accruing upon the original importation of Said 
brandies have been paid, and that the same brandies have been exported from the United States and 
actually landed in a foreign port; and for that purpose they report a bill. 
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IMPORTS OF WINES AND DUTIES THEREON FROM 1801 TO 1826. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 26, 1828. 


STATEMENT SUBMITTED BY MR. CAMBRELENG OF WINES IMPORTED, AND THE DUTIES ACCRUING ON THE 
SAME, FROM 1801 TO 1826; ALSO A STATEMENT OF THE AGGREGATE VALUE OF EXPORTS TO MADEIRA 
FROM OCTOBER 1, 1800, TO SEPTEMBER 30, 1827. 


No. 1. 


Statement exhibiting the quantities of wines on which duties actually accrued from the 1st of January, 1801, 
to the 31st of December, 1806. 

















| 1801. 1802. 1803, | 1804. 1805. | 1806. Total. 

| | 

AS ae 

| | | | 
Malmsey, Madeira, and L. P. Madeira.......... 174, 548 172,273 242,537 | 242,500 206,159 | 289, 431 1, 327, 448 
All other Madeira........0eseee08 ec eecccecccece 80, 150 64,271 | 69,644 | 134, 587 2,909 | 23, 249 374,810 
Burgundy, Champagne, &C.........eeccececeers 3, 863 3,952 | 3,738 | 1,766 3,931 | 6,345 23,595 
Sherry and St. Lucar..... ..seeeeeee pwtsunten | 62, 181 639,960 | 309,867 | 553, 962 303,135. | 312, 122 2,181,297 
NMRREINBUC: ccss cs censeseune sees Scat bencusSiekne | 72,245 51,443 | 43,845 | 82, 295 66,692 | 32,511 349,031 
Lisbon, Oporto, &c...... Sieben SeGSei cna eaenes 450, 080 275,234 | 168,922 | 254, 999 293, 734 | 472,722 1,915,691 
Teneriffe, Fayal, &c. ........- calsonsianeis pisee | 252,545 624,856 | 422,638 | 477, 103 816,621 | 70,554 2, 664,317 
All other....scccccsccccveccceses Ss | 128, 109 80,285 | 511,577 | 1,256, 100 911,430 179, 904 3, 067, 405 

ound yeni — 
Total...... posses Seka eeneesne suees| “O5G23, 721 1,912,274 | 1,772,768 | 3,003,312 2,604,611 | 1, 386, 838 11, 903, 524 

















TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, January 9,1828. 
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No. 2. 


the 31st of December, 1826. 


Statement exhibiting the quantities of wines on which duties actually accrued from the 1st 


[No. 866. 





of January, 1819, to 


























































I i 

Wines. Duty. 1819. 1820. 1821. 1822. 1923. 1924, 1825. 1926, Total, 
eimai 

Per cent. 

Madeira......csscccssses| 200 188, 267 96,927 93,480 119,875 68,207 109, 861 161,396 | 128, 456 966, 469 
Burgundy, &C ......2++.| 100 5,797 7,853 3,761 7,036 4,058 4,852 13, 332 16,051 62,740 
Claret, in bottles........ 70* Q1, 761 |.ceececccccc|ececceecceslsccvccccsses|sseeeseesens|saeeeeseesseleceeesseesceleceeeseccees 21,761 
“Se 23, 503 35, 112 56,037 33, 844 70,795 46, 806 60,084 80, 935 407,116 
Sherry and St. Lucar.... 60 21,468 6,645 18, 858 39, 102 9,252 11,704 8,264 33, 936 149, 319 
Lisbon, Oporto, &c.....| 50 128, 494 193,908} 285,740} 441,628 35,471 | 266,780 | 245,662} 307,242 | 1,904,995 
Teneriffe, Fayal, &c....| 40 278,318 | 248,805] 445,818}  357,619| 185,111 136,802} 126,333} 166,317 | 1,945, 193 
All other, in casks....... 25° 138, 853 DOL Isacssvecee titee eee ewes Sy PL TO oe ee ee COD Corr ere 139,214 
Dc | Oe 448,805 | 1,164,711 | 2,250,417 | 1,490,729 | 1,957,211 951,083 | 2,073,569 | 2,047,637 | 11,784,162 
| | Wines ing 
Total. ..cccccccccsceleccescesee| 1,255,266 | 1,754,322 3,154,111 | 2, 489,833 | 1,730,105 | 1,527,978 | 2,688,640 | 2,780,574 | 17,340,899 

















TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, January 10, 1827. 


* Duty on these wines reduced. 


Wines imported from the 1st of January to the 30th of September, 182. 














Wines- Quantity. Value. 
eee ri pbabaceeanes 00 eeecceccccceccescccs 89,705 | } 
Burgundy...... oorescccces Spebsh endo sadsebbeeennnesseius 14,949 
ENE, MU seve cadendnboes oobnsouns sive eeuwsdeneknes 14, 561 
BABSON 6 oo 0.0:000000se0c0s 0000060509006 050000000000s00000 172,747 |} $1,171,881 
Teneriffe. .ccccoccccceccscccccccccccccccscscccccccccccees 157,629 
Claret 2.00 evecccccses $0.45)0.0 6401060890080'00 8080000000 0008 132, 687 
All OMher ...cccccccccccccccccscccccccccccccccccccccccees 1, 862, 854 | J 

TO) .ccccccccccccscevcreccecccccosescoescces 2,445, 132 1,171,881 
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No. 4. 


Aggregate value of exports to Madeira, commencing October 1, 1800, to September 30, 1827. 











To September 30, 1801.......-----+-- $528,344 To September 30, 1816.............. $441,567 
ee coe 481,053 See 480,103 
Oe 399,960 - eee 496,358 
rer ere 722,671 eee 329,234 
“Ee ae 639,470 | ae 231,701 
ee etsy 667,245 ee we 220,081 
SE 597,569 a ee eee eee 191,614 
Se eee 158,382 A er or 121,661 
ae 2,400,815 | ROE 249 943 
Sie nee wie Wass 1,668,966 i ‘pa eee 178,166 
i) ae eeseene 1,061,699 ce OE OTE 144,607 
IE er eee 728,653 ere err 108,018 
Serre 367,755 isn 
Ny aniline d 32,540 | BAR i cchicvisensarieersels 14,261,038 
ee re 620,563 | —— 

20TH Coneress. | No. 867. [1sr Sesston, 








IN FAVOR OF INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 26, 1828. 


Executive Orrice, Columbus, Ohio, February 12, 1828. 


Sm: I herewith transmit the report of a committee, and several resolutions adopted by the General 
Assembly of Ohio, relative to the agricultural and manufacturing interests of the country. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient, 
ALLEN TRIMBLE, 
Per 8. C. ANDREWS, Private Secretary. 





The committee appointed to inquire into the agricultural and manufacturing interests of the country, and the 
means which, in their opinion, will be best calculated to promote and protect domestic industry, respectfully 
submit the following report: 


The wealth and prosperity of individuals and nations depend principally upon an equal encouragement 
given to the three great branches of industry—agriculture, commerce, and manufactures. Whatever tends 
to encourage the classes of laborers in them, tends also to improve the productive powers of industry, to 
furnish a more ample field for talents and enterprise, to create a more uniform demand for surplus produc- 
tion, and give a position more independent of foreign policy. 

The United States, from the nature of their soil, climate, and productions, are admirably calculated to 
establish and encourage these grand divisions, in such a manner as to derive the utmost benefit from the 
industry and enterprise of their citizens, and place individual and national wealth and prosperity beyond 
the injustice or caprice of foreign legislation. 

The profits of agricultural labor have been greatly diminished since the general peace of Europe, 
owing, it is believed, in a great measure, to the unfriendly as well as arbitrary policy which excludes 
many of our productions from her markets, or renders them so fluctuating and uncertain as to paralyze 
commercial enterprise, and indirectly affect the industry of the numerous agricultural and manufacturing 
classes of our fellow-citizens. 

For several years during the late wars in Europe our agriculturists extended their enterprise so as 
to have a great analogy to commercial speculation. They were induced to do so from the temporary 
removal of commercial restrictions, and the high price of flour and other provisions in foreign markets. 
The close of the war closed also the markets against us, and thus produced at once that destructive 
depreciation of land and its products which brought so much distress and misery upon this numerous class 
of our citizens. The illiberal maxim adopted by one of those great nations is to “sell everything and 
buy nothing ;” nor will she deviate from it until her starved population threatens the country with plunder 
and devastation. Our great agricultural interest has not yet recovered from this sudden and ruinous 
check to its industry and enterprise by the peculiar domestic policy of foreign nations, nor can it hope to 
recover until the wisdom of Congress shall devise a plan which shall furnish a home market for our surplus 
productions. 

~ The late war with Great Britain—as foreign wars always must so long as we depend for supplies upon 
other nations—compelled us to look to our own resources for those commodities to which we had been 
accustomed in times of peace, and which were indispensably necessary for our comfort and happiness, as 
well as the success of our arms. Necessity, therefore, produced at once a great variety of manufacturing 
establishments. They were, at the close of the war, put down by the competition of an experienced rival, 
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who had perfected that branch of industry, aided by premiums and bounties, and the result was bankruptcy 
and ruin to these honest and useful adventurers in a new enterprise. This branch of industry is slowly 
advancing from its depression, under the fostering care of the General Government, and the happy effects 
of its encouragement are felt throughout a wide extent of our country. It is, however, believed that it 
requires further aid to meet, within a reasonable time, foreign competition, and diffuse its best effects 
throughout every part of the country. 

The peculiar situation of Ohio, the nature of her products and pursuits, have made her citizens look 
with intense interest upon the recent controversy touching the constitutional powers of the National 
Legislature, and the policy of encouraging home industry by protecting or prohibitory duties. Nor does 
this interest arise wholly from local considerations. Ohio believes the wealth and prosperity of the nation 
depend much upon the encouragement afforded by the Government to domestic enterprise and industry, as 
equally applied to the grand divisions of labor. 

We hold, and ever have held, that local views and considerations should yield to the common interest 
of the nation. 

From the interior situation of this State, her citizens have had little or no direct interest in foreign 
commerce; and yet, with a liberality of sentiment characteristic of her population, her Representatives have 
uniformly supported appropriations for the augmentation of the Navy, and the protection of the seaboard 
of her more prosperous and commercial sisters. When a war became necessary for the protection of 
commerce, our citizens generously submitted to the hardships and privations incident to a military life, 
and parted with their blood and treasure for the common honor and interest of the country. No complaints 
were heard amongst us that the agricultural was taxed to support the commercial interest of the nation, 
or that the expense bore unequally upon the different classes of society. 

The objections to import duties for the protection of domestic industry are both to the constitutional 
right and the expediency of the measure. Some able politicians of the southern portions of our Union 
deny positively the right of the General Government to levy taxes upon imports for any other purposes 
than revenue, and that when the object of the duty is protection or prohibition the law itself is unconsti- 
tutional. The power of the Government to protect, by law, the industry of its own citizens, whether in 
the form of import duties, or of positive prohibitions, is as incontestable as the right of defence against the 
aggressions of foreign arms; it is a power claimed as an incident of sovereignty by every other independent 
nation, and by our National Government, on the ground of constitutional investiture. 

Some worthy men and respectable public bodieshave given an interpretation to the Constitution 
which would forbid the interference of the General Government in any kind of encouragement and pro- 
tection; but history and facts, as well as the phraseology used, will show there are no good reasons for 
such limited construction. By the Confederation, Congress had unlimited powers to ascertain the sums of 
money to be raised, and to appropriate it; and it was said, long before the formation of the present 
Constitution, that “without this provision the articles of confederation would be an empty form.” The 
objections of one State (Rhode Island) to a tax on imports were answered by a committee of Congress, that 
“the Government ought to have the means necessary to answer the ends of its Constitution. By weak- 
ening its hands too much it may be rendered incapable of providing for the interior harmony or exterior 
defence of the State.” 

The articles of confederation were found, in practice, to be defective in many particulars, but in none 
were they more manifestly so than in the provisions for the regulation of commerce and for the raising of 
revenue. Among the other propositions made to remedy these defects it was proposed by a committee 
that the sole and exclusive power should be given by the States to Congress “of regulating the trade of 
the States as well with foreign nations as with each other; and of laying such imposts and duties upon 
imports and exports as may be necessary for the purpose.” It is unquestionable that the opinion then 
entertained was that impost duties were to be employed as a proper means for the regulation of commerce 
with foreign nations. 

The State of Georgia, in 1786, passed an act, in pursuance of the recommendations of Congress, 
“vesting the United States with power to prohibit the subjects of foreign States, unless authorized by 
treaty, from importing goods, wares, and merchandise, which shall not be the produce or manufacture of 
the dominion of the Sovereign whose subjects they are.” Acts similar in substance, vesting Congress with 
unlimited powers for the regulation of trade, were passed by several other States of the Confederacy; but 
a difficulty arising with respect to the details led to the convention which formed the Constitution of the 
United States. With this important and interesting subject fresh before them, the first power delegated 
to Congress was “to levy and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises; to pay the debts, and provide 
for the common defence and general welfare of the United States,” &c. The legislative department of the 
Government gave a construction to the power thus delegated by the preamble to “An act for levying a 
duty on goods, wares, and merchandise imported into the United States.” This act was passed July 20, 
1789. The preamble is in these words: ‘ Whereas it is necessary for the support of Government, for the 
discharge of the debts of the United States, and the encouragement and protection of manufactures, that 
duties be laid on goods, wares, and merchandise imported.” The duties imposed upon some of the articles 
enumerated in this act amounted to nearly a prohibition, and the discrimination clearly shows the object 
to be something besides mere revenue. 

Alexander Hamilton, in his celebrated report, adverting to the question of constitutional right to 
encourage manufactures by bounties and premiums, protecting or prohibitory duties on imports, says: 
“There is no good foundation for such a question. The National Legislature has express authority fo 
levy and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises; to pay the debts and provide for the common defence 
and general welfare, with no other qualification than that all duties, imposts, and excises shall be uniform 
through the United States; that no capitation or other direct tax shall be laid, unless in proportion to 
numbers, ascertained by census or enumeration taken on the principles prescribed in the Constitution; 
and that no tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from any State. Those three qualifications 
excepted, the power to raise money is plenary and indefinite, and the objects to which it may be appro- 
priated are no less comprehensive than the payment of the public debt and the providing for the common 
defence and general welfare. The terms general welfare were doubtless intended to signify more than 

yas expressed or imparted in those which preceded, otherwise numerous exigencies incident to the affairs 
of a nation would have been left without a provision. The phrase is as comprehensive as any that could 
have been used, because it was not fit that the constitutional authority of the Union to appropriate its 
revenues should have been restricted within narrower limits than the general welfare, and because this 
necessarily embraces a vast variety of particulars which are susceptible neither of specification nor 
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definition.” The Executive Departments of the Government have uniformly given the same construction 
to the constitutional right of Congress to give encouragement and protection to manufactures, President 
Washington, in his message of 1796, says: ‘Congress have repeatedly, and not without success, directed 
their attention to the encouragement of manufactures. The object is of too much importance not to 
insure a continuance of their efforts in any way that shall appear eligible.” Mr. Jefferson, in his message 
of 1802, makes similar observations. The same doctrine was held by Mr. Madison, and the tariff of duties 
of 1824 received the direct approval of the venerable Monroe. If the opinion that Congress has the power to 
protect domestic industry by taxes or imposts beyond objects of mere revenue requires additional con. 
firmation, that confirmation is furnished by judicial authority. In the recent case of Brown against the 
State of Maryland, Mr. Chief Justice Marshall says, “it is obvious that the same powers which impose a 
light duty can impose a very heavy one, one which amounts to a prohibition. Questions of power do not 
depend upon the degree to which it may be exercised.” 

These illustrious patriots were familiar with the discussions which produced the charter of their 
liberties and ours, and were not likely to err in giving that instrument its proper construction. A more 
limited construction would, in effect, take away all right in the General Government to encourage agricul- 
ture and commerce, as well as manufactures, and would make all those laws, laying duties on cotton, 
sugar, and manufactured tobacco, which have amounted to nearly a prohibition, and which have contributed 
immensely to southern wealth, unconstitutional and void. 

From this limited view of the question, the conclusion is irresistibly forced upon us that the National 
Legislature has all the constitutional powers necessary to encourage and protect domestic labor, whether 
employed in agriculture, commerce, or manufactures; and that a different construction is incompatible 
with the liberal terms of the Constitution, contrary to the uniform practice of every department of the 
Government, and would place the great interests of this nation at the mercy of foreign policy and 
legislation. 

It appears fairlywithin the scope of the inquiry intrusted to the committee to examine the expediency 
of protecting domestic industry. 

We have heretofore remarked that agriculture, commerce, and manufactures are the great sources 
of wealth and prosperity. The laborers in these three great branches of industry will never long remain 
in the attitude of angry rivals, unless forced into such position by the operation of a system of unequal 
protection and encouragement. Their natural tendency, like the most interesting of domestic relations, 
is to harmony and reciprocal support. The depression of one interest will, either directly or indirectly, 
affect the prosperity of the others. Hence that system of legislation calculated to afford equal protection 
to each is best adapted to promote the general welfare of the nation. The United States possess the 
elements and the power to bring all of them to the highest perfection. Our first statesmen have been 
advocates of a system for the encouragement of home industry; but an unfortunate combination of circum- 
stances has hitherto either prevented or in a great degree defeated the measures of the General Govern- 
ment devised for the purpose. The philosophers and politicians of Great Britain, distinguished before 
any in Europe for their sagacity in discovering, and their ingenuity in providing against distant dangers 
to the interest of their country, have long viewed the United States as their most dangerous rival, and 
have directed the utmost efforts of their talents to preserve their own ascendency and depress our com- 
merce and manufactures. The preservation of the balance of power in Europe has not entered deeper 
into her policy than the prevention of our successful competition in those great branches of industry to 
which alone she owes her maritime power, her wealth, and glory. Considerations like these have originated 
her system of discriminations and restrictions, prohibitions and bounties, which has so frequently defeated 
the beneficial effects of our legislation, and has brought ruin and distress upon vast numbers of our citizens. 

If the policy of nations would permit industry to be left to seek the natural channels, there would 
be little or no necessity for our Government to resort to legislation upon the subject. The superior intelli- 
gence and enterprise of our citizens, under the direction of private interest, would guide labor to its most 
productive employment; but experience has taught us not to hope for any long continuance of this natural 
state of things. The whole course of foreign policy is artificial and fluctuating, and the result has been, 
and must be, sudden springs, succeeded by sudden depressions, in every department of our home industry. 

The laws of Congress adopted for the protection of domestic industry have either been quite inade- 
quate or counteracted by those Governments whose policy it is to monopolize trade and its elements. As 
an illustration of this truth, the tariff of 1824 had not much sooner taken effect than Great Britain repealed 
nearly all the duties upon foreign wool, for the purpose of enabling her manufacturers to enter into 
successful competition with ours in our own market. As a part of the same settled system of monopoly, 
as well as with a view of protecting her agricultural interest, she has closed her markets, except under 
circumstances not likely often to occur, against our provisions and breadstuffs. Hunger must press hard 
upon her population before her rigorous laws will admit the importation of flour or provisions. These 
impediments to the progress of natural industry must be obvious to all, for they affect all. This state of 
things, while it has a most injurious effect upon the nation at large, operates with peculiar hardship upon 
the citizens of Ohio. 

Our situation precludes us from entering into foreign commerce, nor have we any particular interest 
in this lucrative branch of industry further than it comes in aid of agriculture and manufactures. It has 
been estimated that ninety per cent. of our population is engaged in agriculture. This added to the 
exceeding fertility of our soil, and the mildness and general salubrity of the climate, leaves a prodigious 
excess of agricultural products beyond consumption. This immense surplus cannot be exchanged at home 
for manufactured fabrics that we need; for a most obvious reason, that nearly all have the same surplus 
and require the same exchanges. As applied to this State, there is no proportion between agricultural 
and manufacturing products and consumption. In the first there is an incalculable surplus; in the last an 
impoverishing deficiency. These facts are equally applicable to all the Middle and Western States. We 
therefore find the richest gifts of nature wasting upon the hands of the agriculturist, or squandered with 
lavish profusion, because a useless encumbrance to the plantation, while, at the same time, the owner and 
his family are suffering from a deficiency of comfortable clothing and convenient household utensils. 
This profusion of one product of labor and deficiency of another has a demoralizing influence upon our 
population, and naturally tends to check the progress of civilization and refinement. 

Our surplus consists mostly in bulky articles—tobacco, hemp, flour, and provisions—which subject us 
to great waste of time and heavy expense in the transportation to Atlantic markets. These domestic 
markets, subject to the fluctuation of others still more distant, are too unsteady to admit of any safe 
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calculation by our commercial adventurers. Those who have ventured far in this dangerous field of 
enterprise have met with disaster and ruin. 

Nor have the few who have vested their capital in manufacturing establishments met with a better 
fate. They struggled for a little time against the inundation of foreign goods that rose above the 
mountains and flowed in upon us, until their means and credit were both exhausted, and then sunk under 
the unequal competition. And yet it cannot be denied that this State possesses, in vast abundance, the 
elements of both these great sources of wealth. Her rich soil and mild climate produce almost spontaneous 
harvests; her native pastures feed innumerable herds; her earth is filled with minerals; her population 
have all the activity and vigor of youth. And yet, with all these superior natural advantages, her 
progress in useful arts and wealth is slow, her resources limited, and she is compelled to rely upon public 
credit for the accomplishment of the mighty work she has undertaken. If her prosperity was alone 
affected by foreign laws or the inadequacy of our own protecting system; or if the interest of any of our 
sister States were to be sacrificed by what we believe to be the true national policy, it would be the duty 
of Ohio to suffer in silence until time produced a change of legislation, or worked a revolution in the 
objects of industry. But she feels that the United States have a common interest at stake, and that, 
although a temporary embarrassment may result from a great change in the national policy, the permanent 
effects will be a more active domestic commerce that will wear down sectional asperities; a more steady 
home market, a more abundant and cheaper supply of wants, and a great accession of national wealth and 

ower. From these beneficial results no part of the Union will be excluded. 

It would be well for our southern brethren, who with so much zeal oppose every project fer the 
protection of national industry, to reflect that the time may come when their cotton and rice—those great 
staples from which, within a few years, so immense a profit has arisen—may, like our breadstuffs and 
provisions, be reached by the prohibitory measures of Great Britain, and then, in the absence of manufac- 
tories, they will be involved in calamities infinitely worse than those now endured by the Western and 
Middle States. 

From every view of this most interesting subject, it appears most unfit that this vast country, full of 
youthful vigor and freedom, and abounding in all the variety of materials for the supply of her own wants 
by her own labor, should longer remain dependent upon foreign laws and industry for the simple necessaries 
and conveniences of life. The evils are general, and require a corresponding remedy. The States have 
parted with the right to levy import duties, and this, the simple and most obvious, if not the only means, 
of guarding against the effects of foreign competition, is vested in the General Government. Your 
committee, therefore, after full consideration, are of opinion that the General Government has the power, 
and that it would promote the best interests of the nation, to encourage, by direct legislation, domestic 
industry. They therefore recommend the adoption of the following resolutions: 

Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio, That the rights originally possessed by the 
individual States of protecting their domestic industry, by levying tonnage and impost duties, were, by 
the grant of powers contained in the Constitution, surrendered to the General Government. 

Resolved, That, by the Constitution of the United States, Congress is vested with full power to foster 
and protect domestic industry throughout the nation, whether employed in agriculture, commerce, or 
manufactures. 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this General Assembly, the present condition of the agricultural and 
manufacturing interests of the country, depressed by foreign restrictions and competition, require aid and 
encouragement from the General Government; and that they rely on the wisdom of Congress to devise 
and adopt such measures as may be effectual to protect and advance the manufacture and production of 
woolen goods, wool, iron, hemp, and spirits distilled from domestic materials; and, in their opinion, the 
provisions proper for this purpose will receive the unequivocal approbation of the people of this State. 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to transmit copies of the foregoing resolutions to the 
Senators and Representatives in Congress from this State; and that they be requested to use their exertions 
and influence to have the objects of them carried into effect. 

EDWARD KING, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
SAMUEL WHEELER, 
Speaker of the Senate. 





Fesrvary 12, 1828. 


Secretary OF Srate’s Orrice, Columbus, Ohio, February 12, 1828. 


I certify the above to be a correct copy of the original roll remaining on file in this office. 
JEREMIAH M’LENE, Secretary of State. 
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IN FAVOR OF INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 28, 1828. 


_ _, Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio, That the rights originally possessed by the 
individual States of protecting their domestic industry by levying tonnage and impost duties, were, by 
the grant of powers contained in the Constitution, surrendered to the General Government. 

Resolved, That, by the Constitution of the United States, Congress is vested with full power to foster 
and protect domestic industry throughout the nation, whether employed in agriculture, commerce, or 
manufactures. 








888 FINANCE. [No. 869. 





Resolved, That, in the opinion of this General Assembly, the present condition of the agricultural anq 
manufacturing interests of the country, depressed by foreign restrictions and competition, requires aid 
and encouragement from the General Government; and that they rely on the wisdom of Congress to devige 
and adopt such measures as may be effectual to protect and advance the manufacture and production of 
woolen goods, wool, iron, hemp, and spirits distilled from domestic materials; and, in their opinion, the 
provisions proper for this purpose will receive the unequivocal approbation of the people of this State. 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to transmit copies of the foregoing resolutions to the 
Senators and Representatives in Congress from this State; and that they be requested to use their 
exertions and influence to have them carried into effect. 

EDWARD KING, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
SAMUEL WHEELER, Speaker of the Senate. 
Fesruary 12, 1828. 


Secretary OF Srate’s Orrice, Columbus, Ohio, February 12, 1828. 


I certify the above to be a correct copy of the original roll remaining on file in this office. 
JEREMIAH MLENE, Secretary of State. 





Executive Orrice, Columbus, Ohio, February 12, 1828, 


Sir: I herewith transmit the report of a committee and several resolutions adopted by the General 
Assembly of Ohio, relative to the agricultural and manufacturing interests of the country. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient, 
ALLEN TRIMBLE. 
Per 8. C. ANDREWS, Private Secretary. 





No. 869. 
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AMOUNT OF DUTIES ON TEAS IN 1828 TO 1827. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 28, 1828. 


Treasury Department, February 26, 1828. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 23d instant, “directing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to furnish to the House a statement showing the amount of duties which 
accrued in the years 1824, 1825, 1826, and 1827, on the several descriptions of imported teas, classified 
in reference to the duties imposed by the existing laws,” I have the honor to transmit herewith the 
statement required. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 

Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives of the United States. 





Statement exhibiting the amount of duties actually received on teas during the years 1823, 1824, 1825, 1826, 





























and 1827. 
Teas. 1823. 1824. 1825. 1826. 1827. 

BOER ssnccsioese 4050800 000s00cseseescaceevceees $70,303 68 $5,053 68 $11,010 60 $13, 367 76 $6,815 43 
BOUCHKONE. 2.00000 c000cccce0 0000 seeees evennecsoees 398,191 46 477,031 00 258, 129 00 387,504 00 237,113 50 
BEGOON TSK, 5sscscesecsssoccencenccroosecebieves 551,002 48 497, 379 68 615,171 48 617,040 48 218,465 24 
Hyson and Young Hyson .......scsecceeveees Ty | 953,656 80 1,209,484 00 =; 1,215,659 20 1, 762,857 60 930, 432 80 
Imperial ......0000 cecece o ceccec cree cece cccccecs 132, 762 50 178,686 50 | 98,584 50 232,578 50 69, 865 00 
Extra duty on teas from other places than China., | 39 71 671 29 | 232 68 3,037 32 jw eeee eee eee 

TOtAl. wcccccceccccccccccccesccsccccsvccece | 2,105,956 63 2,368,306 15 | 2,198,787 46 3,016, 385 66 1, 462,691 97 








The year 1827 is estimated, the accounts of the Collectors of the Customs being now under adjustment. The documents from which this estimate is 
formed are such that the variation from the actual amount cannot be very great. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, February 26, 1828. 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 





as 
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901m Concress. | 

ee 

REMISSION OF DUTIES ON GOODS DESTROYED BY FIRE. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 29, 1828. 


Mr. Dwicut, from the Committee of Ways and Means, to whom was referred the petition of John F. Ohl, 
made the following report: 


That the petitioner imported, on the 8th November, 1826, into the port of Philadelphia, in the brig 
Antelope, from Havana, seventy-five boxes white and seventy-five boxes brown sugars. The duties were 
secured upon the same by bond, with sureties, which bond is still unpaid. On the morning of the 5th 
February, 1827, one hundred and forty-nine boxes of the sugars above mentioned were conswned by fire 
in the original boxes in which they had been imported; no other alteration having been made in the said 
boxes than that the hide straps were taken off and their place supplied by wooden hoops. ‘I'he object of 
that change was to prevent subjecting the vessel, in which he intended to re-export said sugars, to 

uarantine in the port of Genoa. - 

By the testimony of Mr. M’Ever and Mr. Russell, the petitioner shows not only his design, but his 
contract to re-export said sugars; and that said contract was prevented from being fulfilled only by the 
misfortune of the petitioner in having them consumed by fire. 

The petitioner asks the remission of the duties upon the sugars thus consumed by fire, which, in the 
shape of debenture, the committee have no doubt he would have been entitled to had not the accident 
occurred. 

The sugars having been destroyed in the original boxes in which they were imported, and therefore 
easily identified, less danger to the revenue results from the remission of duties in such cases than in many 
others where the proprietor shall have changed the forms or packages of his goods before their destruction. 

The committee consider the precedents in which relief has been given to be confined to cases where 
the goods have been burnt or destroyed in the form in which they were originally imported; and believing, 
as they do, that the spirit of the revenue laws requires the collection of duties only upon those goods 
which are consumed in the country, and that every loss of this kind must necessarily call for an additional 
and equivalent importation upon which duties will be paid, have reported a bill for the relief of the 
petitioner, confined, however, to the goods above mentioned, and excluding any remission of duties upon a 
variety of other bonded goods consumed at the same time, but in regard to which the evidence of 
identity was much less satisfactory. 
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NET REVENUE ANNUALLY, FROM 1791 TO 1826, ON CERTAIN ARTICLES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 1, 1828. 


Treasury Department, February 29, 1828. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 8th instant, ‘directing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to furnish the House with a statement of the net revenue collected annually, 
from the year 1790 to 1826, inclusive, on each of the following articles, viz: hammered and rolled bar 
iron, wool, hemp, flax, sail-cloth, molasses, foreign distilled spirits, cotton manufactures, and woolen 
manufactures, and of the revenue which accrued on each of the said articles during the year 1827, 
together with the quantity and value of the respective articles imported in each year, and the rates of 
duty thereon,” I have the honor transmit herewith the statement required, with a letter from the 
Register of the Treasury explanatory of the same. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 


Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





Treasury Department, Register’s Office, February 28, 1828. 


Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith statements prepared in obedience to a resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 8th instant. 

This resolution calls for the net revenue on hammered and rolled bar iron, wool, hemp, flax, sail- 
cloth, molasses, foreign distilled spirits, cotton and woolen manufactures, from the year 1790 to 1827, 
—— together with the quantities and values of the respective articles imported, and the duties 
thereon. 

The statements numbered 1, 2, and 3, exhibit the net revenue which accrued on spirits, molasses, 
and hemp, for the calendar years from 1790 to 1826, inclusive. ; 

Bar iron and sail duck, being subject to an ad valorem duty until the 30th June, 1816, there is no 
means in the Treasury of ascertaining the quantity or the amount of duty which accrued on the importa- 
tion of either, or of distinguishing the value and duty from other articles paying a similar rate of duty. 

Statement No. 4 exhibits the quantities of bar iron actually paying duty from the 1st of July, 1816, 
annually, for the years ending on the 3lst of December, 1826. 

Statement No. 5 exhibits a similar view of sail duck from the Ist of July, 1816, to the 30th of June, 
1824; after which date this article again became subject to an ad valorem duty of 15 per cent. ; 

Flax has ever been subject to an ad valorem duty; no means exist of ascertaining either the quantity 
imported, the value, or the duties accruing. 


von, v——112 Bb 














890 FINANCE. — 
Wool: This article was not specially enumerated until the year 1822. 
The dutiable value and duties are exhibited in table No. 14. 
Manufacturers of wool and cotton, under the act of 4th of July, 1789, and the several acts subsequent 


thereto, have been subject to duties ad valorem; what the amount, in value, of duties w 
annually on the importation of either has been, up to the year 1821, no me 


of ascertaining. 


uties hich accrued 
ans exist in the Treasury 


To meet the resolution as fully as practicable, tables, numbered from 6 to 14, have been formed for 
the fiscal years ending on the 30th of September, 1821 to 1827, inclusive, exhibiting the quantity value 
and duties which accrued (after deducting the drawback) on the several articles specified in the resolu. 
tion, except woolen and cotton goods, and unmanufactured wool, the quantities of which cannot be 


ascertained. 


Table No. 15 exhibits a condensed view of the duties which accrued on the several articles specified 
As a doubt existed whether the foreign cost or dutiable value was intended by the last clause of the 
resolution the latter has been adopted. 


I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 


Hon. Ricuarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 





No. 1. 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register, 


Statement exhibiting the quantity of foreign distilled spirits imported annually, on which duties actually accrued 
during the years ending December 31, 1790 lo 1826, inclusive. 





seers e seer eeseseees 


eee eee ener esesesene 


Seer ee eres sees esers 


FOREIGN DISTILLED SPIRITS. 




















FOREIGN DISTILLED SPIRITS. 








Gallons. Average duty. Duties 
4,644, 469 28.6 $1,327,058 58 
4,487, 588 28.3 1,272,063 44 
3, 447, 873 27.6 950,603 86 
4, 102, 728 37.0 1, 520, 482 46 
1,017,608 60.1 611,913 64 
571,837 57.3 327,780 08 
5, 622, 684 58.4 3,281,799 32 
4,941,732 47 3 2, 340,013 73 
4,051, 136 43.8 1, 775, 547 95 
6, 052, 453 43.7 2,646,186 92 
4, 477, 628 43 8 1,959, 125 12 
3, 928, 996 44.0 1,728, £65 81 
3, 847.003 43.7 1,679,319 49 
4,567,744 40.5, 2,040, 412 90 
3, 702, 152 44.7 1, 655, 326 43 
5,285,047 44.4 2, 348,074 56 
4, 114, 046 43.8 1, 802, 766 52 
3,509, 708 43.6 1, 532,268 36 











Statement exhibiting 


| 
| Years. 

Gallons. | Average duty. Duties. } 

| 
4,143,385 | 8.4 $346,234 22 || 1809..........cecee0e 
3,603,861 | 13.6 492,121 80 || 1810........6 ieee 
4,579, 160 21.4 BFE 8 GN iiss aviccscenens 
3, 428, 391 29.0 995,265 88 |] 1812 .......secece eens 
5,545,681 | 29.0 1,580,246 83 || 1813.......... vain’ 
5,018,562 | 28.5 ee | ener 
5,599, 760 28 6 ae | Peers 
6,819, 728 27.6 ve ee  . peerrerrrrer 
4,648,743 29.1 EMG 1 GET cisiss secvannescs 
7, 302,297 28,1 2,053,758 00 || 1818...... iepakatie’ 
4, 785, 937 29.9 - 1,434,276 00 || 1819 ane 
7,608,563 | 29 2 2,221,064 36 |) 1820........ ication 
7,720,232 | 29.2 95953,496.17 || 1821.22.00 se00e seeeee 
8,959,342 | 29.0 2,594,259 10 || 1822 ......sccccenees ‘ 
10, 488,696 | 29.9 3,061,207 38 || 1823 .......000 fesune 
7,641,207 | 29,2 2,292,901 85 || 1624 ....s0ccseceseees 
10,479,093 | 29.3 3,074,398 19 || 1825.......000. sine 
9,031,018 | 29.4 DG56040 TA) ||| TBM i..asvcesesseeeves 
4,625, 198 | 28.8 1,333,473 71 

No. 2. 


the quantity of molasses imported annually, on which duties actually accrued, during the 
years endiny on the 31st of December, 1790 to 1826, inclusive. 



































| MOLASSES IMPORTED. MOLASSES IMPORTED. 
Years. Years. 
Gallons. Duty. | Duties. Gallons. Duty. Duties. 
Cents. Cents. 

BSDD Savesssdanencesan ..| 5,664, 345 2 $141,608 62 PADD Se iwcwaveeeiswe 5, 336, 686 5 $266, 834 30 
CL) eee 6,354, 148 3 190,624 44 1B10 acasc0 peaseis 7,651,682 5 382, 554 10 
Bea crc vonesckceseaze 4,250, 874 3 | 127,526 22 TBI cases Senescence’ 8,500,019 5 425,000 95 
BOBB Sac caebpaimspncces 4, 236, 222 3 127,086 66 ABID scan cessawes 7,373, 448 10* 454, 771 25 
1794..... iccepetoeeseel: mplaasees 3 | 94, 326 75 IBIS oscccnsesenseasee 3,220, 710 10 322,071 00 
BUDS cieccacenesscuemsen 3, 853, 905 3 |} 115,617 15 HOTS sn oscaestes'eceos 2, 879, 283 10 287, 928 30 
EGUO Sansccuseneyeeses : 3,896,241 3 | 116, 887 23 1615 5 scane saiwewiee 6, 110, 957 10 611,095 70 
A907 osc0 papech eye 3, 724, 369 4 | 130,352 91 1816 eee 8,643, 972 5* 660, 185 60 
1798 ...... Popbes seat 4,079, 145 4 163,165 &0 ESR isssciwis sewasisseen]  G0S877/670 5 543, 883 50 
CS ee wee] 3,889,084 4 | 155.563 36 BBIB osswsceus pialeotuee 12, 315, 023 5 615,751 15 
1800 ....00000s 000 oe 3, 717, 359 5* | 167,281 15 1819 secccccccces! 11,910, 729 5 595,536 45 
BEDL nse scucecsssens oose| 55 447,545 5 | 272,377 25 1820 ....sseeeeeecceee] 10,786,905 5 539, 345 25 
1802 .... hsiessansenl - “WS OLeSUEo 5 | 315,898 45 FOOL in. waauatwsses 9, 459, 898 5 472,994 90 
SEDBGs cp ckeeanse Beeecee 5, 963,275 5 298, 163 75 1 Ee 12, 357, 372 5 617,868 60 
1804 . mae al 6,535,513 5 | 326,775 65 9823 5 saic saeeuee ee 13, 284, 451 5 664, 222 55 
BEDS oecucscabsceoanenes | 9,296, 446 5 | 461,322 30 IGP Ts csaaeseata sends 12, 871, 425 5 643,571 25 
SD cy Fenvcecesnes ee 8, 533, 540 5 | 426,679 50 || 1825...... = 12, 430, 622 5 621,531 10 
O07 isn Suiphokbextsee 8,255, 753 5 | 412, 787 65 1826 ..cccecee eoveees| 13,661,369 5 683, 081 95 
EEDE chckskewsesesae 6,456, 073 5 | 322,863 65 








* After June 30. 
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No. 3. ‘ 


Statement exhibiting the quantity of hemp imported ann ually, on which duties actually accrued, during the years 
ending on the 31st of December, 1790 to 1826, inclusive. 





























HEMP. | HEMP. 
Years. a i aa =e | Years. | 
Cwt. Duty. Duties. | Cwt. Duty. | Duties. 
= | Rete | 
Cents. | | Cents. | 

1790 seceeecoeees aon | 7,300 60 $4,580 00 || 1809... cccccccccccccslocseses POLL TOG = )foseee awcene eoee 
WeUlistecieeess es seceeeee 39,954 54 DN 575tIG ||) IBION aasicscncccciwoees | 178, 473 100 $178,473 90 
BI csi ines mies - 47,868 100* a esseee| 218,705 100 218,705 00 
MUD eawslecwse seers | 52, 160 100 52,160 00 || 1812......e008. rere | 17,824 200* 18,117 46 
1794 .0000e0 sweugiseeeees | 92, 223 100 92,223 00 TRIG, .xss's sidasistons bacdaasivasaseectcs MOP  bessiwesadacens ; 
1795 000 cael ppeneere 68,270 109 68,270 00 || 1814......0.06. senses lidisfwateieleiica Seales DSc haaecaedenwas : 
1B sicees eeieianihaes | 88,679 100 S8(679500) || ISIS secssceslescceees 119,711 200 239, 422 00 
NG ee caieasacsccenbioens | 40, 455 100 40,455 00 || 1816 .........00.. Seat 93, 165 150* 149, 353 00 
AUR Raccee screen teesees | 82, 788 100 82,788 00 BSE Acts Bideowiet | 35, 141 150 52,711 50 
IDO Siacsesoesiciessee aes 165,285 100 165,285 00 12) Lee ore 99, 249 150 148, 873 50 
TAO cessisiesasenis soeeeel 18,518 100 S16 OO |) TWD sane sssescseases 51, 157 150 76,735 50 
1801 ...++ Re seeeeeutesss 80, 851 100 SOSS5H008 || JRO cescskisscesaece | 93, 707 150 140,560 50 
TWD Gee seaiewcaeesae cess 82, 720 100 82,720 00 eee 119, 927 I500Cti«; 179,890 50 
1G03 sss. seceaaws re | 122, 545 100 122,545 00 1-2. eee moore! 197,117 150 294,175 80 
1804... ‘ecienenatens 81, 358 100 B15958100" |} WSIS. ose cwiecscweds | 65,826 150 98, 739 00 
APlSiese sess eo seitesssee | 115,725 100 115,725 00 || 1824........0. seca | 79,049 175* 138,281 00 
1806 ..++. Oe saat 116, 101 100 HIGSLOLO0" |), T8256 Siaveescsnceens | 91,104 175 159, 432 00 
1807 sees eeseeeeenr sence] 131, 886 100 131,886 00 TRIG ccs: Sadactwecs| 72, 450 175 126,787 50 
DE cacrivacivnsosonens | 5,932 100 5,932 00 | 











* After June 30. 


No. 4. 


Statement exhibiting the quantity of bar iron annually imported, on which duties actually accrued, during the 
years ending on the 31st of December, 1816 to 1826, inclusive. 




















BAR IRON. 
Years. Rolled. Other. 
Cwt. Duty. Duties. Cwt. Duty. Duties. 

Cents. Cents. 
1816... .cccccccccccccccccevccecccccscccccccccees 34, 488 150 $51,732 00 418,518 45 $188, 333 10 
SOsssoasatoone sey 0666600 06 cee necins aceeeeseeees 15, 407 150 23,110 50 337, 701 45 151,965 45 
IGNGso se bstvas ou desedewes seeovwenewaesocee segees 53, 979 150 80,968 50 298, 438 75* 208,006 80 
BOLO css nearness On eee Sateorer 51,290 150 76,935 00 324, 943 75 243,673 75 
MOU Fes pues ae vainslbe eee slewotdeloasenewoeceetente 59, 385 150 89,077 50 389, 797 75 292, 347 75 
TOR vase'sicces 0006000 0000060000 coon cece ccescceons 33, 431 150 50,146 50 306, 960 75 230,220 00 
Be sessinewa'e Cor cecces crcecccccccccececcescccccs 99, 297 150 149,845 50 530, 172 75 397,629 00 
TON osewecace OCR Er ET. DeWeese deve seescoses 73, 369 150 110,053 50 692, 437 75 519, 327 75 
Ria hci vis oiniecicsigin 6 04.0165 80 de ein elsleisiole sissies 410/04, 8.0itie6'6 58, 287 150 87,430 50 394, 229 90* 349,109 25 
PONDS caw s nes celewweves se ceasvsceelness ooeeeeees 79,345 150 110,017 50 484, 786 90 436, 307 40 
DAD isis.b 14 sip oie sieierare slere'siels wibicis @rayorsisisieisiaiweeis eisiettre 82, 592 150 123,888 00 386,509 90 347,858 10 

















* After June 30. 
No. 4, 


Statement exhibiting the quantity of duck imported annually, on which duties actually accrued, during the years 
ending on the 31st December, 1816 to 1824, inclusive. 

















DUCK. 

Years. Russia. Ravens. Holland. 

Pieces. | Duty. Duties. Pieces. Duty. Duties. Pieces. Duty. Duties. 
e if 

| Cents. Cents. Cents. 
BOLO sick sisececcwecteeeecceeee| SOncud 200 $41,646 00 16,348 125 $20, 435 00 714 250 $1,785 00 
LOU oaewiensecassdseeesevestesce| Pagade cccccccccccs| 68,902 00 19,244 [ecccccccceee} 24,055 00 FOS [scccsnccccne | 2,637 50 
ESIB cessnvcvevccsseseeasscesss| SOQORR Tesscicccceces 71,268 00 33,262 —[eccccccccese| 41,577 50 1,708 |rcccecveeees 4,270 00 
AID viceeas 0 01000 600000 06ee cece 15,531 cccccccecces| 31,062 00 13,051 asisiseeieenlees 16,313 75 1,555 [eccecccccese 3,887 50 
MODS sain035s cise is Kbses bien co] 26,859 J nce cn vcceee 53,718 00 IGSIGS  liseccciccccse| BOSRGE Zo 1,814 —[.cccee secves 4,535 00 
BAM cnn cis adios BARKRUGHOaOEETE 28,797 [accceceeeeee] 57,594 00 26,468 |..... aiccaeieiees 33,085 00 1,416 | .ccccccceees 3,540 00 
ECE ls walsie bin sieisiewike Colonies eats eee] 43,281 sceeeesicsess 86,562 00 BSG tbeasveevececs 54,195 00 1,624 |reccce waudes 4,060 00 
1? Cec cece cece ccecccccce 28,582 | .ceoee cocecs 57, 164 00 31, 387 ecccccccccce 39,233 75 1,533 ccccccccccce 3, 832 50 
GAGES ae Walaa Oa aaa ited saa ee eee cb Lue eueaeeecelanecaReeccetleuNeasecdseceu; “GUE” [xeeane ‘ 922 50 



































892 FINANCE. (No. 871, 





No. 6. 


Statement exhibiting the quantity, value, and duties on foreign distilled spirits imported during the years ending 
on the 30th day of September, 1821 to 1827, inclusive. 
































SPIRITS IMPORTED. 
Years. ae 

Quantity. Value. Average duty. Duties. 

Gallons. Dollars. Per cent. Dollurs. 
SEDI cee ebacasennacnse ener pechen anes bese masean siesaexaauiehe 3,411,028 1,645, 150 43,7 1,490,619 23 
BRDD SG cobecev>ere popeee SESE ECERER EES SE eeRuas Seuwewecmasheees 4,770, 123 2,277, 559 40.5 1,934,734 81 
GIS: 2055. pepupitenss UGE EDEMeRREREeK Eo umes eaba seeenaeen esi 3,517,514 1,558, 094 44.7 1,572,328 75 
1824, ...ccccccece oc cccccceccccececccceveccesccecscsecceoeeece 5, 139, 313 1, 913, 232 44.4 2,281,856 08 
$085 Ga cossetesepe es rr ere peeane ceo bep sh camane ee 4,581, 100 | 1,841,843 43.8 2,006,521 80 
BHEG: cou scewresnoesre sbespoeenbasener Reeees SE SS TOT: 3,212,585 1, 294, 739 43.6 1, 400,687 06 
1827. .sececcceccssscoee ppbpeae beeen onsen Seen ehesioenebeawesa 3, 188, 891 1, 432, 995 43.6 1,390, 356 47 

No. 7. 


Statement exhibiting the quantity, value, and duties on molasses imported during the years ending on the 30th 
day of September, 1821 to 1827, inclusive. 

















MOLASSES IMPORTED 
Years. 

Quantity. Value. Duty. Duties. 

Gallons. Dollars. | Cents. Dollars. 
OE piccsaniiwntes pitibbtiodesceeceeinshhabnaals Seaveeiiahedes 9,056, 135 1,711,320 | 5 452, 806 75 
al cuca acne 11, 982, 397 2, 395, 747 5 599, 119 85 
DERE: ncnns mbunvcnsusnen sens esos ~eeeeeenene pees saben sens 3Se00s 13, 007, 796 2,633, 801 5 650, 389 80 
BODE: svssccennensesce® Jkbe Dabbannen ee 200 ese 00000 eccccevece 13, 100,670 | 2, 409, 402 | 5 655, 033 50 
BERS. ccccccece @ cececescccccseceseoses poseesebenne pues obese ween 12, 524, 439 | 2,544,773 5 626,221 95 
Oe op cce cence seieeins Abs Lied eeasitoslts 13, 823, 596 2,832, 311 | 5 691, 179 80 
ete atds docs Gubes i ccachiie Geusenewkenbeasnadnéianie 13, 362, 268 2, 814, 464 | 5 668,113 40 











No. 8. 


Statement exhibiting the quantity, value, and duties on hemp imported during the years ending on the 30th day 
of September, 1821 to 1827, inclusive. 








| 
; 
| HEMP IMPORTED. 
| 
| 





Years. 
Quantity. Value. Duty. Duties. 
| 

Cut. Dollars. Cents. Dollars. 
ee ety a eet rer ee 86, 192 510, 489 150 129,288 00 
TBQD. .cccccccccceccccccsevcccccccecvcceece 0c ceercccccccccces 178,077 1, 050, 467 150 267,115 50 
1823..... cocrcee cesecccccce Socneseeecess 0senescce Swaeeceees 115, 735 674, 454 150 173,602 50 
BEDE. ocnccs 0.000:0008000000000000 00000 0000000000 00000000 000008 94, 846 410, 233 04 0000:0000 900006 154, 124 75 
AIRED. cowie se pions 400 sn 0'00o'n 500 00000s seeks ebesnesces aesees 76, 817 431, 787 175 134, 429 75 
12GB. wrcccccccccsccce Sbeube® ebseneeee eceses pebeesseceses ery 88, 116 551, 757 175 154,203 00 
BERT. swcnesesse eeccccesee S00 bse ned w85ndssoeebns ceeeeenees oe 100, 566 635, 854 175 175,990 50 

















No. 9. 


Statement exhibiting the quantity, value, and duties on bar iron imported during the years ending on the 30th 
day of September, 1821 to 1827, inclusive. 





























BAR IRON. 
Years. Rolled. Other. 
Quantity—Cwt. | Value. | Duty. Duties. Quantity—Cwt. Value. Duty. | Duties. 
a | ‘tam/s 7 

1621. ..ccccceee 006646000000 37.689 | $74. 309 | 150 $56,533 50 | 333, 750 $1,079, 166 75 $250. 312 50 
ee eecccce ececccccce 94,644 182, 598 150 141,966 00 | 528, 052 1,633, 592 75 396, 039 00 
PIS Scusaskesucnenesonnnsa 97,505 179, 582 150 146,247 50 | 580, 560 1,639, 357 75 435, 420 00 
Lo SEP eae ET eee 110,312 201,309 150 165.468 00 | 412. 329 1,178,556 [...... cove 340,171 42 
ENED scnins hn oeeesseneie ses 77,663 200, 747 | 150 116.494 50 476, 757 1, 491, 262 90 430, 081 30 
EMO naaby hp essnaserkenwei 86, 701 212, 337 | 150 130,051 50 | 453, 474 1,524, 447 90 408, 126 60 
BOT svcnossense see peonnebe 158, 113 333, 780 | 150 237,169 50 | 434, 607 1, 199, 525 90 | 391, 146 30 
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Statement exhibiting the 


No. 10. 


quantity, value, and duties on duck imported during the years ending on the 30th day 
of September, 1821 to 1827, inclusive. 




































































DUCK. 
Years. Russia. | Ravens. ‘ Holland. 
Pieces. | Value. Duty. | Duties. | Pieces. | Value. |Duty.| Duties. Pieces. Value. |Duty.| Duties. 
oo. | - | 
} 
Weil iascoes- eases ee 22, 033 | $308,462 | 200 | $44,066 09 | 14,458 | $144,580 | 125 | $18,072 50 1,144 $17,160 | 250) $2,860 00 
1822, ...006 sioatie saatinuiowea 48,904 | 733,560 200 | 97,808 00} 38,533 | 462,396 | 125 | 48,166 25 1,618 | 22,652 | 250} 4,045 00 
Feat ea cicasdossoanse essen 20,378 | 285,292 | 200} 40,756 90} 30,771 | 338,481 | 125 | 23,079 75 1,944 | 27,266 | 250 4,860 00 
SHON ce seaseoss@ueesscosne|) LO;ORs | 283, 815 | 200 | 37,842 00| 18,923 | 170,307] 125 | 23,653 75 625 8,750 | 250 1,562 50 
| | | - | 
No. 10—Continued. 
SAIL DUCK. 
Years. l 
Dutiable value. | Rate of duty. | Duties. 
1824 (3d quarter). ...+0..06: | $387, 442 | 15 per cent.. . $58, 116 00 
Rs ccascinds reer | semerr  feseses Miiscinel 88, 496 00 
1826. .ccccccccccccces cece 899, 656 | cesews do.... es, 134,948 00 
WER? accsiecs sisi siesiceveieesis 797, 839 | ones do. 119,676 00 





No. ll. 


Statement exhibiting the value of manufactures of wool on which duties accrued during the years ending on 
the 30th of September, 1821 to 1827. 











Years. | Dutiable value. Average rate of duty. Duties. 
1821 ..00 cocccccccccevcsvcvcvecs sdesecoesees e ccececccvcees eee veaeeal $8,469,615 22.08 $1,870, 150 
1822 0... cevcveee PTET errerrr errr errr ied 0. 0't:0ie since oeanee occ cccccccccces 14, 232, 066 22.31 3, 175,994 
TQS... wree ceccccecccccccccoscceees dcapagwasusm esos hasaenswesale mass 9, 316, 207 22.48 2,094,212 
1824 00 coccvcccvcccccccccesvccccccscececcssess oC cccccc cece ccccce cocecce 9, 319, 506 24,62 2, 294, 292 
1825..00 voce cocccccccccrccccee soccccccccccccces ecccee wwenes 12, 230, 080 30.73 3, 758, 452 
LEQB .oc0 ccccccccccce cccscccesceececcccceccccccoccese cocecce 8, 899, 897 31.44 2,798, 128 
1827.00 cece veccccccccccccccce socccccccces ceccceccccce eoccccccccece 9, 523, 255 30.96 2,948, 957 














Statement exhibiting the 


No. 12. 


the 30th of September, 1821 to 1827. 


value of manufactures of cotton on which duties accrued during the years ending on 








Years. Dutiable value. Rate of duty. | Duties. 

| 

| 
Ais eacissawcerercereeerencitecrescs ths inane tek aia acai $7,541, 830 Q5 per CeNtesesse seeeee | $1,885, 458 
1822.... 2... Seselestoeseaeaowneces EPAPER EE COCO ree 10, 703, 721 eee GOT cca saiameeuans 2,675,930 
ROAD woss Whsseb0e ¥eessesb ouesieesseusececeewteeseo coc cccccc veccccvccccs 7,789,928 = =—=—s Janes WOscccitccccece cece 1,947, 482 
BED sons cscs 000s woccsnccccewssscoevscvesssevcccesesese eee seecee 8, 263, 115 cscceehOccccccsee tadewes 2,065, 779 
POAD Sivas oc.cuinds seseGiene ses svdasue cw suewiicecewbeewsieseeissindsenececseee 12,663,819 wvnssOOcuecccasesecuccie 3, 165, 955 
MMO waive 64s se cawsigasissisiesssoeleeacaleeseesoeees eC cccccccccccccccccs sees 7, 916, 799 oecdOrcecccccees eoees 1,979, 200 
RUAT ieee evesieee TTT EO EO 9, 405, 077 crcceEOcccecccccsoceses 3, 251, 269 








No. 13. 








Statement exhibiting the quantity, value, and duties on carpeting imported during the years ending on the 30th 
of September, 1821 to 1827, inclusive. 


























CARPETING. 
Years. Brussels,Turkey, Venetian All other, at Value. Duties. 
and Wilton, at | and ingrain, at 20 cents. 
50 cents. 25 cents. 
Square yards, | Square yards. | Square yards. 
Se NE cactncinnsm inhadnnntinvetnennenciae’ een 29,299 93, 339 358 $37,834 $38,100 85 
BUUO weed svewien sa seas dessises eyes el seesivelsceceie- 83, 900 498, 243 3,091 509, 330 167,128 95 
OF sang eee nan Line Waiae tai een baie ecb iuiitevenided 69, 201 594, 282 5,570 534,261 118,285 00 
MEET (cos Siok ssig ses obesseessscosewseaesinseace ss cecccceeee 60,213 630,871 | 14,528 510, 186 190,729 85 
| 




















894 FINANCE. [No. 879. 








No. 14. 


Statement exhibiting the value of unmanufactured wool imported, on which duties accrued, during the years 
ending on the 30th of September, 1822 to 1827. 























| Exceeding 10 | Not exceeding | Total. Rate of duties. Duties. 
Years. cents per pound., 10 cents per | 
. | | pound. 

| i 
ace iach Solace eal euwsaeeceauleaniwonie | Lt nee | $455,866 | 15 per cent..... $68. 388 
ee oo cc ch inte aeons bees SS versiciane bind Paakuesdakion | Ee ea eee eee 60.478 
gas cae sigs cin wencidaudduan vaneimies 215,332 | $202, 829 | 418,161 | 17.6 per cent... 73,491 
NERS ccs awe wheb'senw sens sennes chop aehnnnh ease pase eee paeaa eee 593,671 | 63, 323 | 656,994 | 20 per cent..... 134,264 
BERS ice cosnee eee heas nee abe meen eames emer seed deeeueee | 403, 306 | 126,178 | 529, 484 | 23 per cent..... 122, 487 
NBRT nic 0000! nancnss00s0 scene cccececes Shee Shen bhes ee keekosbner | 247,710 206,687 | 454, 397 | 23 per cent..... 105,316 

| | 

No. 15 


Statement exhibiting the duties which accrued on manufactures of wool and carpeting, cottons, unmanufactured 
wool, sail duck, spirits, molasses, hemp, and bar iron, for the years ending 30th of September, 1821, 1822, 
1823, 1824, 1825, 1826, and 1827. 


| | | 
| 








Years. | Woolens. | Carpets. Cottons. |Unmanufac-! Sail duck. Spirits. | Molasses. Hemp. Iron, rolled. | Iron, ham- Total. 
tured wool. | | | mered. 
j | } 
Lo ey $1,870, 150 Seiya OE ca I a $64, 999 | $1,490,619 | $452,807 | $129,288 | $56,534 250,313 | $6,200, 168 
ee tet EN sciccnkes 2,675,930 | $68,370 | 150,019 | 1,934,735 | 599,120 | 267,116 | 141, 966 396,039 | 9,409,289 
Jo? RE ey ee | 2,094,212 eee 1,947, 482 60, 478 68, 696 | 1,572, 329 | 650,390 | 173,603 | 146, 247 435,420 | 7,148,857 
oo Peer eoe| 2,294,292 | $38,101 | 2,065,779 | 73,491 | 121,174 2,281,856 | 655,033 154, 125 | 165, 468 340,171 | 8,189,490 
RUDD sees bees bods | 3,758, 452 167,129 | 3,165,955 134, 264 88, 497 2, 006, 522 | 626, 222 134, 430 | 116,495 | 430,081 | 10,628,047 
1826.....seceeeee8/ 2,798,128 | 184,285 | 1,979,200 122,487 | 134,948 | 1,400,687 | 691,180 | 154,203} 130,051 408,127 | 8,003,296 
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2,948,956 | 190,730 | 2,351,269 105,316 | 119,676 | 1,390,356 | 668,113 175,990| 237,170} 391,146 | 8,578,722 











JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, February 28, 1828. 
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AGAINST INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 3, 1828. 


Proviwence, February 25, 1828. 

GenTLEMEN: The bill reported to the House of Representatives by the Committee on Manufactures 
containing features entirely repugnant to our views of the true policy of the United States, we take the 
liberty of stating to you our earnest desire that the bill, in its present shape, may not become a iaw. 

We are by no means adverse to the manufacturing interest; on the contrary, we are decidedly favor- 
able to this branch of national industry, and are perfectly willing that every important article manu- 
factured in the country, not already sufficiently protected, should receive further aid from Government. 
It must, however, be recollected that we have other great concerns, and that the patronage of Govern- 
ment is not to be confined to a few objects, however important. The bill reported is very objectionable, 
and, as it regards wool and woolen cloths, seems not to be approved either by the wool-grower or 
the wool manufacturer; while all persons interested in navigation and foreign commerce discover manifest 
signs of deep hostility to these great sources of national wealth in the proposed increase of duty on the 
articles of hemp, sail-cloth, iron, and molasses. 

It is well known that the shipping interest is severely depressed, and that foreign trade is laboring 
under many disadvantages; is it, therefore, wise to burden these branches with heavier duties? 

Hemp, duck, and iron constitute a large part of the value of every vessel. We find by an exami- 
nation of the public records that there is already a considerable diminution of the registered tonnage of 
this district. In the year 1821 it was 15,490 tons; 1824, 16,522 tons; 1828, 13,126 tons; while the 
coasting trade has been nearly stationary for the last seven years, varying but little from 5,000 tons. 
The article of bar iron, besides being employed in ship-building, is used in large quantities by our 
manufacturers of nails, hoops, ploughshares, &c. This State supplies several establishments, probably to 
the extent of three or four thousand tons annually. The expenses attending the importation of a ton 
of-ron from Sweden and Russia, including the duty of eighteen dollars, is full thirty dollars, or fifty 
per cent. on the cost at the shipping ports in those countries, and operates as a bounty to this extent 
to the manufacturer of bar iron in this country. The British Government, aware of the importance of 
this material to England, has recently reduced the duty on foreign iron from £6 10s. sterling per ton 
to £1 10s.; and it is well known that an immense quantity is manufactured in Great Britain from native 
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ore. On hemp the English duty is only £4 13s. 4d. sterling per ton; whereas the duty here on its importation 
is $35. It is true that hemp is not cultivated in England, and the moderate duty there is, doubtless, to 
encourage navigation. In this country it is certainly desirable to increase the quantity raised as well 
as to improve the quality; but not by so heavy a tax on foreign hemp as will tend to the entire prostration 
of the ship-owner. The expenses attached to every ton of hemp imported into the United States from 
the place of shipment in Russia, including the present duty, cannot be less than sixty-five dollars, which 
should be considered an ample bounty. The duty on sail-cloth is now sufficiently high to protect the 
manufacturer. 

The molasses trade we consider extremely valuable to the country. There was imported into this 
town in 1827, 856,512 gallons, chiefly from Cuba, and as much, or rather more, in 1826, and all paid for 
in the domestic productions of the United States, viz: beef, pork, lard, cheese, butter, vegetables, boards, 
staves, hoops, &c. The amount of exports in these articles to the West Indies is annually increasing, 
as may be seen by referring to the annexed table. If the duty on molasses be doubled, as proposed by 
the committee, it will lessen the trade with Cuba, and may tend to further impositions there on the 
products of the United States when imported into Cuba. It should be mentioned that, besides the 
molasses imported into this town, there is probably five to six hundred thousand gallons brought to New- 
port, Bristol, Warren, &c., making nearly one million and a half gallons annually imported into Rhode 
Island. If this plan of increasing the duties, not for revenue but to protect manufacturers, is intended, 
finally, to prohibit importations, what is to become of that portion of our southern products that cannot 
be consumed in this country? Can foreign nations receive them if we take nothing in return? How is 
our Government, in such a state of things, to be supported? By an excise on manufacturing industry, or 
by a direct tax on the landed property of the country? It may be useful to look forward. 

We repeat, that the permanent prosperity of the manufacturing classes is very interesting to this 
State, as well as to the country at large; several of us have capital embarked in manufactures, and, of 
course, are anxious for their success, but not to the ruin or essential injury of other interests. We 
believe if a more rigid economy, accompanied by the usual attention to improvement, was more generally 
adopted, there would be less occasion to apply to Congress at every session for increased protection. 

We shall not seek to enforce, by the addition of names, the suggestions now made for your consider- 
ation, knowing that you are sufficiently acquainted with the feelings and pursuits of the inhabitants of 
this State to be convinced that the sentiments we have expressed must command the assent of most 
Rhode Islanders. 

We have the honor to be, very respectfully, gentlemen, your obedient servants, 
NICHOLAS BROWN. 
THOMAS P. IVES. 
CYRUS BUTLER. 
RICHMOND BULLARK. 
WM. CHURCH. 
CARLO MAURAN. 
BENJ. CLIFFORD. 
ED. CARRINGTON & CO. 

Hon. Asner Rospins and Hon. Nenemian R. Knient, of the Senate. 

Hon. Trista Burces and Hon. Durer J. Pearce, of the House of Representatives. 























Value of domestic articles exported in— To Cuba, Other West Indies. | All other places. | Total. | Molasses imported. 

| | Gallons. 
BADE poewesicaiesessecsceseiareesesesecnoe scene $96, 918 $69, 387 $185,574 | $351, 879 580,017 
TODS 6 o.s:0:sioisans 00:00 o0ee weenie soesecciesesscese 99, 627 88, 408 208, 120 | 396, 155 454, 509 
PMD in ein sislslseiew'gis Salonen’ ebisre stave vietelossie slaw sisiate 168,213 76,876 | 173, 165 418,254 876, 195 
MOD anjoasiosienwiscieeaues Cenew es easeuieeo ste calces 207,844 59, 836 | 180,213 | 447,893 | 856, 512 
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AGAINST INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 3, 1828. 


At a very numerous and respectable meeting of the inhabitants of the county of Dutchess, in the 
State of New York, opposed to the prcohibitory system, composed of all classes of citizens and without 
reference to their political opinions, convened pursuant to a call from the inhabitants of the town of 
Poughkeepsie, and held at the house of William Germond, in Pleasant Valley, on Monday the 18th Feb- 
ruary, 1828, William Bard, Esq., of Hyde Park, was called to the chair, and Josiah Williams, Esq., of 
Poughkeepsie, and Joseph C. Hoffman, of Freedom, were appointed secretaries. The following resolution 
and memorial were adopted by the meeting, and the undersigned appointed a committee to forward the 
same to Congress, in the name and behalf of the meeting: 

Resolved, That this meeting, alarmed by the active and unwearied exertions of the advocates of the 
high tariff or prohibitory system, and by the measures they have proposed and are now urging Congress 
to force upon the country, beg leave, respectfully, to lay before that honorable body the following memo- 
rial, expressive of their views and feelings on that important subject, and to earnestly recommend it to 
their consideration. 


To the Congress of the United States : 


The memorial of the undersigned, inhabitants of the county of Dutchess and State of New York, 
respectfully presents: That your memorialists would feel themselves unwarranted in presenting them- 
selves to the notice of your honorable body, were they not justified in the measure by the example of a 





























896 FINANCE. [No. 873, 








portion of their fellow-citizens who entertain different opinions, and did we not believe it to be our duty 
to correct, so far as we can, what we are constrained to think are erroneous representations of the condi- 
tion and sentiments of the inhabitants of Dutchess county. 

We have lately seen in circulation amongst us a memorial to your honorable body soliciting addi- 
tional protection for wool-growers and manufacturers, praying for the imposition of prohibitory duties 
upon foreign importations, and representing the agricultural, mechanic, manufacturing, and laboring pop- 
ulation of this county as in a state of extreme depression, from which no relief can be hoped or expected 
unless through the interposition of Congress, by the adoption of the prohibitory or, as it is sometimes 
termed, “the American system;” and that those classes of our citizens were generally importunate and 
eager that such an interference by Congress should be immediately attempted in their behalf. 

To the advocates of that memorial the undersigned very freely concede their claims to considerable 
numbers, great respectability, intelligence, and wealth, and undenied sincerity in their opinions; but, 
with the same freedom we must beg leave, respectfully, to dissent from their representations and to differ 
from their opinions. We have no wish to intimate or prescribe a policy for the adoption of Congress; 
we rather confide in their wisdom to discover and establish those just and equal measures of national 
legislation which will operate for the public benefit, and do not presume that our sentiments or sugges. 
tions will enlighten their deliberations or affect their decisions; we therefore shall not in this memorial, 
except in a very limited degree, enter into a discussion to show the foundation of our belief, nor to point 
out the mistakes as to facts, nor the fallacies as to reasoning in which our opponents have indulged with 
a latitude so unbounded, and with absurdities so glaring as to produce great surprise on the part of thig 
community, and almost an entire immolation of their own theories. We have an humbler object; we only 
claim that our condition, our opinions, and our wishes may be neither misrepresented nor misunderstood; 
and we therefore most respectfully represent to Congress that, in our judgment, the agricultural, manu- 
facturing, and laboring population of Dutchess county is not in a depressed condition; we believe that 
our agriculturists are substantially prosperous and flourishing, and we think we hazard little in asserting 
that they were never more so. The time has been when their incomes were numerically greater, but the 
present prices which their produce commands afford them the means of purchasing land and all the neces- 
saries of life, at their present value, in much greater abundance than was ever known before. It is with 
them as with every other class—one dollar is now worth what two were in former times; and if constant 
progressive improvement in cultivation, in buildings and enclosures, in stock and in implements; if free- 
dom from embarrassment and debt; if the enjoyment of great abundance of the necessaries, comforts, 
and even luxuries of life; if the regular and steady accumulation of capital and wealth be any evidences 
(as we think they are) of the prosperity of those who possess and enjoy them, then do we confidently 
assert that our agricultural citizens are a prosperous and happy people. 

It is generally admitted that the wages of labor never before have been so high in proportion to the 
expenses of subsistence; and the scarcity of labor, with the attending difficulty of procuring it, for all 
the common and domestic occupations of society, are subjects of universal complaint in this section of 
the country. So far from there being an excess of labor, there is a deficiency; and the industry of the 
people, instead of languishing and declining, is now actually impelled to unusual exertions by the almost 
unexampled productiveness of its efforts in every manual employment. 

We know of no distress among that meritorious class of our citizens who are engaged in mechanic 
occupations; their general comfort, independence, and success, are plainly evident to all who are familiar 
with their condition; and their welfare and prosperity, being common to their fellow-citizens of the labor- 
ing and agricultural classes, become and present a just occasion of public congratulation to all, and of 
sincere and unaffected gratitude to Heaven. 

Of the wool-growing and wool manufacturing interests in this county, had we relied on the common 
indications of prosperous circumstances, we should have believed that they also were participators in the 
general weal, and now entertain a different opinion only from a reliance on and respect for their uniform 
and reiterated declarations of their great disadvantages, and the imminent distress overshadowing their 
prospects. We respectfully present to Congress that we know of no class of our citizens, with the 
exceptions aforesaid, (if, indeed, these are exceptions,) who do not now receive a reasonable and com- 
petent recompense for their capital, skill, labor, and industry, employed in the various and diversified 
business of the county; that we know of no other interests which require additional encouragement or 
legislative protection. 

The transition of the civilized world from war to peace has terminated the career of hazardous specu- 
lation, uncertain pursuits, great vicissitudes, and individual extravagance, incident to the one, and 
restored that serene condition of moderate emolument, regular employment, permanent uniformity, and 
practical economy, which the benignity of Heaven has rendered inseparable from the other. Having 
accomplished this change, we believe that our country is now moving onward to the destiny which awaits 
her, with sufficient rapidity for the development and establishment of her resources, her industry, and her 
wealth; that the natural increase and condensation of her population will, of itself, spontaneously supply 
the manufactures, and the undirected ingenuity of her citizens discover the proper time for the necessary 
and advantageous employment of her industry and capital; and that such an improvement is preferable 
to an artificial and premature cultivation of the pursuits and employments peculiar and appropriate to a 
more advanced period of our national existence. We, therefore, deprecate the introduction of any system 
which may change the present happy aspect of our affairs, and, by attempting to prove what is now 
reasonably good, lead to evils and injuries beyond the power of correction, and leave us worse instead 
of better. 

Against the prohibitory system, and against the bill now before the House of Representatives as a 
part of that system, and in our judgment amounting, if passed in the present form, to an interdict upon 
foreign importations, we beg leave, most respectfully and seriously, to remonstrate. 

We have long enjoyed, and as long flourished in the enjoyment of a system of moderate imports, 
unrestricted industry, and universal intercourse and interchange of our commodities with the other nations 
of the earth. Their restrictions and prohibitions have injured us less than themselves; what we have had 
to sell they have bought, and our purchases have been made with surplus productions, for which no 
adequate demand could be furnished in the establishment of home manufacturing. When we cease to 
buy we must also cease to sell; and the redundancy of our southern agricultural productions, consequent 
upon the loss of our foreign markets, must produce a ruinous reaction and destruction of the great and 
invaluable internal trade between the south and the north. The diminution of our national revenue, and the 
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establishment of direct taxation, with the corrupting increase of smuggling, are evils which, in the minds 
of your memorialists, seem inseparable from the introduction of the prohibitory system. 

The destruction of much of our foreign commerce, and the ruin of a portion of our commercial and 
shipping interests, seem to us plainly incident to the same policy; and we cannot but advert to the 
encouragement which the wisdom of our country has hitherto bestowed upon them as an argument most 
irresistibly enforced by all our past and present prosperity for still fostering and protecting them. 
Nor can your memorialists believe that a further increase of the tariff is necessary for our national 
independence and honor. Our present advances furnish the elements of any requisite extension of manu- 
facturing, and warrant the belief that any exigency of war or non-intercourse, however unexpected, would 
be soon met by the enterprise and habitual energy of our people. 

Unable to comprehend how the necessity of higher prices for woolen manufactures, so loudly asserted 
by the high tariff advocates, can possibly be reconciled with that reduction which these same men promise 
from domestic competition, we are constrained to aver our belief that the embarrassments and distress of 
which they now complain are to be imputed to their own injudicious investments and improvident 
management, rather than to any inadequacy of recompence for skill, industry, and capital, when properly 
and economically employed in manufacturing. Still less can we comprehend the necessity of that 
exorbitant encouragement which they demand; and we trust that the wisdom and firmness of Congress 
will long hesitate before anything is conceded, and then yielded only on conviction, in moderate measures, 
and in gradual and almost imperceptible impositions. Especially do we hope this, when we reflect that 
an increase of price in woolens (which, disguise it as they may, is the certain object and consequence of 
an increased tariff,) will fall with peculiar severity upon the laboring and poorer classes of our commu- 
nity, and be, in effect, helping those who least of all need assistance, by still more impoverishing those 
who most of all should be protected. 

We disclaim any hostility to domestic manufactures; we wish them success and improvement, and 
we believe them in the path of prosperity and permanence; but we should regret to behold their 
advancement accelerated by any infringement upon other interests, or purchased at the expense and 
sacrifice of those branches of national industry which we have been taught to regard as equally, and, 
perhaps, more important and indispensable. 

In proclaiming these sentiments, your memorialists are aware that they incur the heavy censures of 
their opponents, who do not hesitate to impute our conduct to infatuated ignorance, or to motives of a more 
censurable character and still darker complexion. We have no wish to recriminate; and without pro- 
fessing more than common zeal and devotion for the public welfare, and claiming no more patriotism than 
we trust belongs to the great body of our citizens, we only ask that consideration for our opinions which 
they may rightfully expect from having received the sanction of our revolutionary sages, and the 
approbation of no small portion of the wisdom, and talents, and virtue of the preceding and present 
generations. 

In conclusion, your memorialists would respectfully repeat that the county of Dutchess is now sub- 
stantially prosperous and flourishing; that the agricultural, laboring, and mechanic population are 
gradually and permanently increasing in independence, comfort, and wealth; that if (as we should doubt) 
her wool-growers and wool manufacturers do require additional encouragement, a very moderate augmen- 
tation of that which they now enjoy would be amply sufficient; and that the proposed increase of the tariff 
is, in our judgment, beyond the bounds of moderation and wisdom, and would inflict upon the great body 
of our citizens an injury infinitely greater than could be recompensed by any possible benefits to those 
who are its only advocates. And, further, we do confidently represent to your honorable body that the 
views and opinions expressed in this memorial, in relation to the prohibitory system and the proposed 
tariff bill, are the common views and opinions of a large majority (if not of four-fifths) of the inhabitants of 
Dutchess county, and who, with us, humbly trust to the independence and wisdom of Congress to protect 
us from the adoption of a system of no general utility, but pregnant with consequences of universal and 
indiscriminate public injury. 

All of which is most respectfully submitted. 
RICHARD D. DAVIS, 


HENRY A. LIVINGSTON, 
LEONARD MAISON, 
FREDERICK BARNARD, 
ABRAHAM G. STORM, 
JOHN V. B. VARICK, 
ISAAC H. VERVALIN, 
Corresponding Committee, in the name and behalf of the said meeting. 
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FOR SPECIFIC DUTY ON IMPORTED UMBRELLAS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 3, 1828. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 

This memorial of the proprietors of the Hingham Umbrella Manufactory humbly showeth: That the 
duty of 74 cents per square yard on imported cotton cloths of inferior qualities induces the manufacture 
of almost every description of low price cotton goods excepting umbrella ginghams. This article, 
although legally subject to the square yard duty when imported in the piece, is nevertheless admitted to 
entry as a component part of umbrellas, at an ad valorem duty of 30 per centum. The protecting duty 
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of 74 cents the square yard being thus virtually evaded, as respects umbrella ginghams, there exists no 
inducement to manufacture them in this country, and, therefore, the American umbrella makers are 
dependent on England for their supply of this article, on which they are compelled to pay a square yard 
duty amounting to about 60 per centum. ae ; ee 

Owing to the unequal operation of the tariff in this particular, it is impossible for the American 
manufacturers of umbrellas to hold a competition with those of England; and, consequently, the profit on 
the labor of making umbrellas, even for the consumption of the United States, is thrown into the hands of 
foreigners. The square yard duty on a sufficient quantity of gingham to cover an umbrella amounts to 
more than the ad valorem duty on an entire umbrella when imported in a manufactured state. This your 
memorialists conceive to be neither equitable nor politic; and they believe it was never the intention of 
Congress that the law should operate in this way, to the prejudice of American industry. Therefore 
your memorialists humbly pray that the evil of which they complain may be remedied by laying a specific 
duty on imported cotton umbrellas of such an amount as will place the American umbrella manufacturer 
on an equal footing (at least) with the English; and, at the same time, prevent those impositions on the 
revenue which your memorialists believe have been too frequently practiced by invoicing umbrellas 
below their actual cost. Your memorialists further pray that silk umbrellas, made in the United States, 
may be entitled to a drawback, when exported, equal to the amount of duty which may have been paid 
on the silk cloth, which would enable this country to supply the West India and South American markets 
with umbrellas. By granting these petitions your memorialists believe that the important fisheries to the 
Brazil Banks (whence the whalebone is derived) would be fostered and extended. And your memorialists 
will ever pray. 

The proprietors of the Hingham Umbrella Manufactory, by their agent, 

LEWIS GROSVENOR. 
Hinenam, February 21, 1828. 
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AGAINST INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 3, 1828. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled: 


The undersigned, citizens of Bristol, in the State of Rhode Island, respectfully represent: That they 
have seen, with concern, that a bill is reported to your body providing a great increase of duties on 
imported molasses, hemp, iron, and duck, and a repeal of the law allowing a drawback of duties on the 
exportation of rum distilled from imported molasses; and, although it may seem arrogant in us to attempt 
to enlighten your honors on the policy of the bill, yet we trust that the consideration that it would affect 
most ruinously the commercial and manufacturing interests of this district will be an apology for the 
interposition of our views and wishes. 

The committee which reported the bill have, doubtless, correctly ascertained the amount of molasses 
imported into the eastern States, but have, probably, underrated the quantity consumed in them before 
distillation. It is in such general use here, in its original state, as justly to be considered a necessary of 
life, and makes a part of the daily beverage of almost everyfamily. We add, that it is a cheap and 
wholesome one, for which grain cannot be wrought into a substitute. A large portion is, indeed, 
distilled, and a portion of this again exported for sale, thus answering the valuable purpose of a material 
for the employment of commercial and: manufacturing enterprise, industry, and capital. And for what is 
this article to be excluded? (for its exclusion would be the necessary effect, and, indeed, must be the 
design of the bill, to give any hope of attaining its avowed object,) not to favor a section of the country 
in which it is made, and which would supply its place in kind, and whose interests languish for want of © 
protection—no; that small section is now amply protected, and its interests highly prosperous—but to 
improve the market and enhance the price of grain in other sections. Foregoing the discussion of the 
policy of augmenting, if practicable, the price of breadstuffs in a country seeking to encourage and , 
establish, on a permanent basis, domestic manufactures, and finding the greatest obstacle to their success 
in the high price of labor and subsistence, we would ask, first, whether the agricultural interest at large 
would be benefitted by the proposed measure? and if so, then, whether the benefit to that interest would 
compensate for the injury to be inflicted on a commerce, now languishing, for the destruction of a con- 
siderable branch of manufactures, with loss of the capital invested in buildings and utensils, and for the 
evil of an undue taxation of a necessary of life? In solving the first question, let it be considered that a 
large quantity of agricultural products of almost every kind, suitable for exportation, is now bartered in 
the purchase of molasses in the ports of Cuba, which, without the benefit of this exchange, would remain 
on hand, depressing the price to the grower, or perishing in his possession. No profit is generally made 
in this trade on the outward cargo, which is now carried out only to create a fund for investment in a 
return cargo. Let it also be considered that the commerce employed in importing, and the manufac- 
turing industry exercised in converting this article, require for their support a considerable supply of the 
productions of the soil. Let these facts be well considered, and the tendency of the bill to the relief of 
the agricultural interest may well be doubted. But suppose a small increase in the price of breadstufls 
in our own market to result, at first, from the passage of the bill, would not the check thereby given to 
the exportation of these soon obviate this effect, and, at the same time, jeopard the few remaining 
foreign markets to which they are now admitted ? 

In every point of view we are constrained to consider the imposition of any additional duty on 
molasses as highly impolitic, and that the true principles of a judicious tariff require additional facilities 
for the exportation of the rum into which a portion of it is distilled. 

Of the remaining articles mentioned in this memorial, as proposed to be subjected to higher duties, 
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we have only to remind you that their admission into the country barely enables the shipping interest to 
sustain a competition with that of the European nations in the carrying of colonial produce from the 
West Indies to the north of Europe, and that they are all essential to the interests of navigation ; that 
the first two, hemp and iron, may be regarded in the light of raw materials, on which the manufacturing 
industry of the country is extensively exercised ; that the duty upon them is now high, and that, from the 
yemoteness of the countries from which they are imported, the freight of them is necessarily high, and 
even the export charges up the Baltic are quite considerable; all which operates as a bounty and pro- 
tection on the domestic production of the corresponding article, fully adequate to its production to the 
requisite extent, unless some impediment exists requiring for its removal a sacrifice to the interests of 
commerce, which, at the present time, it is unable to sustain. 

Wherefore your memorialists humbly pray that no increase of duties on the articles before men- 
tioned may, at this time, be made, and that the drawback of duty on the exportation of rum may still be 


allowed. 
BristoLt, RuopE Istanp, February 19, 1828. 
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IN FAVOR OF INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 38, 1828. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 


The petition and representation of the subscribers, citizens of the county of Otsego, in the State of 
New York, respectfully show: That your petitioners constitute a portion of the people of that large 
district of our country composed of the grain-growing, wool-growing, and manufacturing States, whose 
industry and prudence, perseverance and economy, are rendered unavailing by the influence of what has 
been miscailed the “free trade system” of England; that system which, while it deluges our country with 
the manufactures of England, refuses to take scarcely anything of the productions of our soil in return. 
This will appear by the fact that, during the year ending the 30th of September, 1826, there were exported 
from this country only 36 barrels of beef and 26 barrels of pork to the Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland; during which time the same district of country imported $17,000,000 worth of British goods. 
They have refused to take our breadstufls, except under such restrictions and regulations as amount 
to a prohibition of this principal staple of our country. In the year ending September 30, 1826, the 
whole amount of the products of the farmers in beef, pork, flour, corn, &c., &c., exported as above, was 
in the pitiful sum of $313,079. In the same year the whole amount of all the articles of every descrip- 
tion received into the United Kingdom, from a population consuming seventeen millions of dollars’ worth 
of British goods, was only about $1,500,000. We would ask, why does not the British Government, as an 
evidence of its sincerity in its boasted “free trade system,” receive our breadstufis and meats? It is 
evident that we could sustain their people in breadstuffs and meats at one-half the price it now costs them, 
provided their Government would allow a trade in these articles. In respect to free trade and reciprocity, 
the island of Cuba is of more importance to us than the whole of Europe! These facts are an unfortunate 
commentary on the boasted “free trade and reciprocity system” of England. 

If the British Government is compelled by a lordly and overgrown aristocracy to submit to these 
regulations, in order to keep up the value of land and rentals, we pray your honorable bodies not to allow 
them any longer to assess upon the free people of this country the costs of keeping up their expensive 
and splendid establishments. 

If the cold-hearted aristocracy of England shall keep their people in slavery, to add decorations to 
their gorgeous trappings and titled splendors, we beseech your honorable bodies no longer to allow the 
voice of American suffering to mingle with the cries of distress that follow the car of England’s King. 

To “ buy cheap and sell dear” is a favorite saying with certain economists. But how buy at all, 
unless we can sell? Why buy when we can make as cheaply for ourselves? Proper protection to the 
great business of fabricating woolen cloths is of incalculable importance to the manufacturers not only, 
but to the whole body of farmers and mechanics throughout this immense district of our country, as the 
prosperity or decline of this essential interest has a corresponding effect on the agriculture and mechanic 
arts thoughout every branch of these great departments of industry. 

It has been said that it will not do to resort to restrictions; that we do not grow wool enough for 
home consumption. By strict examination of the consumption in fifty families in Washington county, Penn- 
sylvania, who use no foreign woolens or other cloths than what they make out of their own wool, it appears 
that five pounds are required for each person annually, Taking this as a basis, and our present popula- 
tion at twelve millions, 60,000,000 pounds are required. The present number of sheep in the United States 
cannot be less than 20,000,000, and « steady market for wool would insure their being double in number 
in three years. There is at this moment on hand, awaiting a favorable market, at least 20,000,000 pounds, 
which being added to the products of 20,000,000 sheep, we shall have on the first of June next 70,000,000 
pounds, which will be more than a supply of the raw material. It has been estimated that in 1826 our own 
machinery worked more than thirty millions of pounds, and this, too, while very many of the establish- 
ments were not operated at all, and very few of those that were worked were pushed to more than half 
of their ability, on account of the fraudulent introduction of British goods. We offer the following 
calculations which go to exhibit only some of the features which give to this interest unquestionable 
claims of being considered of permanent importance: 60,000,000 pounds of wool at the low price of 33} cents 
is $20,000,000. It is estimated that each pound will make one square yard of fulled cloth, and that the labor 
and cost of fabricating each yard will constitute two-thirds of its accepted value; and we have added to 
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the value of the raw material $40,000,000. Thus we have $60,000,000 as the annual aggregate value of 
this branch of industry to the farmers and manufacturers of our country, and this, too, without taking into 
consideration the immense market to be created for the products of the farmers for the supply of all 
concerned. In the language of President Cooper, “ How do the boasted panegyrics on foreign trade dwindle 
into insignificance when set in competition with this!” 

According to existing laws it is in the power of foreign capitalists, by means of their agents in this 
country, almost at any moment entirely to derange this important interest. It is supposed, that of 
the $7,000,000 worth of British woolens consumed in the year ending 30th September, 1826, at least 
$5,000,000 were imported on foreign account; that the frauds committed on the revenue through the 
medium of unprincipled agents, false invoices, and false consignments, enabled those goods to be sold at 
auction at about 25 per cent. below their cost to the regular American importer; and thus these foreign 
capitalists, intent on the destruction of our “infant establishments,” manage materially to affect, if not 
entirely to distract and derange, one of the principal elements of the comfort, prosperity, and happiness 
of eight millions of people. 

If there should be done for this great interest what has been done for cotton, we can see no good 
reason why it should not speedily attain the same elevation and prosperity. In the year 1808 there were 
in the whole country only about 3,000 spindles, consuming only about 300,000 pounds. In the last year it is 
estimated that the manufacture of this invaluable article will be extended to more than seventy millions of 
pounds, having supplied the home demand for all the coarser fabrics, and furnished more than a million of 
dollars worth for exportation. We would respectfully suggest that something be done further to encourage 
the manufacture of fine printed and colored cotton goods, which, calculating on our own supply, would extend 
the consumption of the raw material by our own machinery many millions of pounds, and save to the 
country about six millions of dollars annually. With proper protection it will not be presuming too much 
to say that in a few years all those articles may go into the foreign commerce of the country, and, under 
the auspices of our own patriotic and enterprising merchants, in ships navigated by our own brave and 
hardy seamen; protected by the “constellated flag,” will find their way into all countries from the “ burn- 
ing line to the icy barriers of the north and south,” and, partaking of those beneficial exchanges suggested 
by the liberal and philanthropic spirit of honorable commerce, carry the knowledge of our power and the 
freedom of our country for the benefit, refinement, and happiness of man. 

We therefore pray your honorable bodies to grant such protection to the several manufactures as is 
enumerated and suggested in a petition from a convention of delegates assembled at Harrisburg, in the 
State of Pennsylvania, on the 8d of August, 1827, that your petitioners, being protected in their lawful 
pursuits, may have new cause to cling to the institutions of their country, and that, by the exercise of 
industry and perseverance, of prudence and economy, they may cherish the well-founded hope of once 
more seeing the time when they may rejoice in the glory of their country, and in the happiness of their 
fellow-citizens. 
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IN FAVOR OF INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MARCH 38, 1828. 


At a numerous and highly respectable meeting of the manufacturers of the city of Philadelphia and 
its vicinity, and the friends to the increased protection of manufactures, held, pursuant to public notice, 
on Monday, the 25th of February, at the Musical Fund Hall, the following resolutions were unanimously 
adopted: 

1. Resolved, That, in supporting manufactures, we disown party attachments, and will uphold the 
industry of our country, as its first interest, superior to all others. 

2. Resolved, That we disclaim all measures having for their object the exclusive benefit of any par- 
ticular class of our citizens; that we desire the protection of manufactures for the good of the country at 
large, of its agriculture, commerce, and general prosperity. 

3. Resolved, That the supporters of manufactures are true friends of commerce, and that those are 
greatly mistaken who oppose the protection of manufactures as detrimental to our trade. 

4, Resolved, That the transportation of the raw materials for our manufactures, and the exportation 
of the manufactured articles, form a considerable share of the foreign commerce of the United States, and 
constitute the principal part of our coasting trade, which has been estimated to amount to between two 
and three hundred millions of dollars per annum. 

5. Resolved, That our navigation, and all the most flourishing trades and mechanic arts of our country, 
owe their success to protecting duties, particularly ship-building, coach-making, cabinet work, the manu- 
facture of hats, nails, glass, shoes and boots, paints, chemicals, paper, books, all the manufactures of 
leather, tobacco, coarse cotton goods, and the coarser articles of ironmongery; all which are now fur- 
nished better in quality and lower in price in consequence of the support thus given to their manufacture. 

6. Resolved, That our country possesses the capacity of raising wool to an immense extent, and of 
manufacturing every kind of woolen cloth; and that nothing but sufficient governmental protection is 
wanting to insure a steady and profitable market for the wool, and the general productions of the farmer, 
and the cloths of the manufacturer. 

1. Resolved, That the advantages of internal improvements, by turnpikes, canals, and railroads, are 
greatly enhanced by manufactures, which promote exchanges, quicken circulation, and spread prosperity 
throughout the interior of the country. 

8. Resolved, As the opinion of this meeting, that a further increase of the square yard duty on cotton 
goods to a minimum of forty cents would insure the same beneficial results in the finer uncolered, and in 
the dyed, stained, and printed cottons, as have already been attained in the coarser fabrics, and would 
much increase the domestic market for the great staple of the southern States. 

9. Resolved, That the recommendations of the Harrisburg convention were adopted by that body 

















1828.] DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 901 





after a thorough investigation of the interests of all parties concerned; and, as the best judgment of an 
assembly, two-thirds of which were farmers and wool-growers, from thirteen States of the Union, we hope 
they will meet the most serious attention of the Congress of the United States. 

10. Resolved, That the tariff bill reported by the Committee on Manufactures would, if enacted into 
a law, deeply injure the interests of our farmers and manufacturers of wool and flax. The duty on the 
low priced wool, costing under eight cents per pound, would prevent the manufacture of woolens of the 
description now made therefrom; while the exclusion of that kind of wool would in nowise benefit the 
wool-growers of the United States, as no such wool is now produced in this country, nor could it be with 
any advantage to the sheep owner; and the duty on flax would materially injure, if not destroy, its manu- 
facture. 

11. Resolved, That the minimum duty on imported woolens of one dollar per square yard in the 
present tariff bill would produce the most serious injury to the farmers and wool-growers, and to the 
manufacturers of the kind of cloths which would otherwise be made in great quantities from wool grown 
in the United States, but which, under that provision, would be imported from England. 

12. Resolved, That a committee be now appointed to respectfully transmit to our members of Congress 
a copy of these resolutions, and to urge upon them the necessity of procuring, at this session, the passage 
of a tariff bill, founded upon the recommendations of the Harrisburg convention. 

It was also unanimously 

Resolved, That China ware (or porcelain) be added to the list of the articles recommended for protection 
jn the above resolutions. 

And it was 

Resolved, That Colonel Peter A. Browne, Mathew Carey, William Young, J. J. Borie, and Benjamin 
Chew, jr., Esquires, be appointed on the committee created by the 12th resolution adopted by this meeting. 

MATHEW CAREY, 
Attest: Chairman of the meeting. 


Ww. Youne : 

M. NG, ; 
cretaries. 

B. Cuew, Jr., Secretaries 


PuitaDeLputia, February 26, 1828. 
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IN FAVOR OF INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 9, 1828. 


At a meeting of a number of the wool-growers of the county of Washington, Pennsylvania, convened 
at the court-house, in the borough of Washington, on Saturday, the lst day of March, A. D. 1828, in pursu- 
ance of a public notice for that purpose, Joseph Ritner, Esq., was called to the chair, and Samuel Hazlett 
and John 8. Brady appointed secretaries. 

The memorial prepared by the committee appointed at a former meeting to Congress, on the subject 
of the revision of the bill reported by the Committee on Manufactures, was read and adopted, and signed 
by all the wool-growers present. 

The following resolutions were offered, and unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That the project of the bill of the Harrisburg convention, so far as regards wool and 
woolens, meets with the decided and cordial approbation of this meeting, and that it ought to be sanc- 
tioned by the constituted authorities. 

Resolved, Independently of the intrinsic merits of the bill proposed by that convention, which will 
bear the strictest scrutiny and examination, that there is strong ground for our faith and confidence, 
arising out of the “material” of which it was composed, embracing some of the most enlightened, perse- 
vering, and disinterested patriarchs of the American system. It consisted principally of actual and practical 
wool-growers and manufacturers, who, in a spirit of mutual confidence, liberality, and concession, fixed 
the rate of protection for each branch, 

Resolved, We are constrained, after the most anxious and deliberate examination we are capable of 
giving the subject, to express our decided conviction that the provisions of the bill now pending before 
Congress, so far as regards coarse wool and woolens, will, in its practical operation, prove not merely 
illusory, but destructive to both branches. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to forward the memorial to Congress, and procure signatures 
to similar memorials to be forwarded in like manner, and that the chairman appoint said committee. 
Messrs. Alexander Reed, Thomas McGiffin, Doctor John Wishart, Samuel Hazlett, and Samuel Cunningham, 
were nominated by the chair as said committee, and the nomination approved by the meeting. 

Resolved, That the foregoing proceedings be published in the newspapers of Washington, and that a 
copy of the same be forwarded to the honorable Speaker of the House of Representatives of the United 


States. 
JOSEPH RITNER, Chairman. 


Joun S. Brapy, 


Secretaries. 
Saw, Hazzert, } ; 





To the honorable the Speaker of the House of Representatives of the United States : 


Sir: In the exercise of a privilege secured equally to ail the citizens of this free and happy Republic, 
we present ourselves to the honorable body over which you preside in the character of petitioners. The 
bill now pending before Congress, purporting to give further protection, encouragement, and security to 
American industry, will have a direct and important bearing on our individual interests and pursuits. 
We are wool-growers, and, in common with a large proportion of our fellow-citizens of this county 
engaged in the same business, have a direct interest in that branch of the bill relating to unmanufactured 
wool. But it did not, nor could it, escape our attention and certain conviction that the value and effect 
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of any increased duty on foreign wool, as a protection to us against foreign competition, must necessarily 
and essentially depend upon the extent and adequacy of that which is given to the manufacturer of woolens, 
The price of our wool must depend on the demand; the consumption must be insured; the inducement 
and ability to purchase by our own manufacturers must be at least cotemporaneously secured; otherwise 
vain, delusive, and deceptive will be any rate of protection to us, however nominally high and extraya- 
gant. Our interests and those of the manufacturers are inseparable—are “one and indivisibie.” They 
are mutually dependent on each other; and we are constrained to view with distrust any statements of 
Facts or opinions tending, let the intent be what it may, to excite jealousy and suspicion in our minds 
against the manufacturers. Conscious ourselves of our own fairness and integrity of purpose in askin 
adequate, and merely adequate, protection to our interests, we disclaim all suspicion as to the equal fair- 
ness of the manufacturers as a class. 

The security of both interests depends, not upon the mere fact of the passage of a bill for our protec- 
tion, but upon the practical operation of that measure. If, after the same exclusive possession of the home 
market as has already been given to other objects, we do not produce similar advantages to the country, 
to the consumer, giving a better fabric at a less price, we are entirely aware that a reaction is inevitable, 
and that any advantage which might be obtained by a momentary delusion or deception must be as tran- 
sient as the means of attaining it would be disreputable. The tie, then, which ought and must limit the 
intelligent manufacturer to the claim of merely adequate protection is as strong as that of self-preserva- 
tion. We are sensible of the intrinsic difficulty which exists in fixing any precise rate of protection which 
will prove, by experience, alike beneficial to the producer and the consumer. Depending upon so many 
facts and circumstances, both domestic and foreign, precise accuracy or mathematical certainty is 
unattainable. The present bill, as we understand it, and can make any calculation as to its practical 
operation, will exclude all foreign coarse wool, not only the Smyrna and South American, but that which 
would come in competition with our common native wool, and probably under half blood merino. We 
doubt the policy of excluding the Smyrna wool and that of a similar description, inasmuch as we under- 
stand it to be used (and capable of Jittle, if of any other use) in the coarser kinds of negro clothing and 
headings for fine cloths. The price at which the native or common wool can be afforded by the grower 
will preclude the manufacturer from purchasing it as a substitute, and, in that event, that branch of 
domestic manufacture and supply must cease. We would therefore suggest the propriety of admitting all 
clean wool costing under eight cents free of duty, or with barely a duty of 10, 15, or 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

We cordially approve of that feature of the bill which secures the home market to our own coarser 
kinds of wool, under the belief of its being an established fact that the domestic supply of this description 
of wool is equal to the demand which is necessary to supply our own market with that kind of cloths 
which are manufactured of such wool. We cannot discover, however, that the manufacture of this 
description of cloth is, as we think it ought to be, put upon an equality of protection with the wool out 
of which it is made. Herein lies the great error, as we do consider that the capacity of our manufacturers 
to supply the home market with this description of cloths is as certain as that we can supply. The 
committee affirm it as an established fact that the British manufacturer now obtains the raw material at 
fifty per cent. less cost than the American manufacturer can, and that the raw material is one-half the cost 
of the manufactured article. Now, taking these positions to be true, and we believe them to be substan- 
tially so, what will be the situation of the manufacturer of such cloths under the operation of the proposed 
tariff on wool and that on the manufacture of the same relative description? This kind of wool will 
have a protection, amounting to prohibition, exceeding one hundred and twenty per cent.; whereas the 
cloths manufactured from that wool only receive about fifty per cent. Unless, then, we be grossly in 
error as to this matter, the result must be certain ruin of this branch of domestic manufacture, and, although 
consequential, yet as certain ruin to the grower of this description of wool, notwithstanding the high 
rate of duty, plausible and seductive as it may be. 

We would, therefore, with all proper diffidence in ourselves, and with all due respect for the “ consti- 
tuted authorities,” suggest the addition of the project of the Harrisburg convention, at least so far as 
regards this branch, viz: the manufacture of cloths costing under two dollars and fifty cents. Indeed, the 
whole of that project (as regards wool and woolens) meets with our decided and cordial approbation, and 
has, heretofore, had that of all parties here, and we should be much better satisfied with its adoption, in 
extenso, than that of any other we have seen. If deemed inadmissible by those who shall decide, we 
would recommend the following substitute for all cloths costing less than four dollars the square yard, 
viz: all cloths under fifty cents the square yard shall pay a duty of twenty cents the square yard. From 
fifty cents to two dollars shall be deemed to have cost two dollars, and pay a duty of forty per cent. 
From two dollars to four dollars shall be deemed to have cost four dollars the square yard, and shall pay 
forty per cent. on the square yard. 

And also that the duty on wool should be seven cents per pound on all wool costing above eight 
cents per pound, with thirty per cent. ad valorem, increasing at the rate of five per cent. annually until 
it arrives at fifty per cent. 

Marcu 1, 1828. 
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MONTHLY STATEMENTS OF BANK OF THE UNITED STATES FOR 1827. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 6, 1828. 


Treasury Department, March 4, 1828. 
. Sir: In compliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 3d instant, I have the 
honor to transmit the monthly statements of the affairs of the Bank of the United States for the year 1827, 


as rendered to this Department. 
I have the honor to remain, with great respect, your obedient servant, 


RICHARD RUSH. 
Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
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\| 
Funded debt of the United States ........)..ssseee- -caiucal guticualia 05 } CATE BIO Bern cc acctece cscs cvncnecdesecPocscsanece seeeee| $34,995,919 63 
Bills discounted on personal security..... $24, 424,996 78 | NOLES TRANCE occ sccdcnccsicncccceces. scclececie atnehueeuue 17,339,489 96 
funded debt.......... 51,568 U0 | Discount, exchange, and interest ....... ecccee eeeccccces 200, 372 88 
bank stock ..........| 2,717,441 14 || Dividends unclaimed... . printer neneppeaen Aineneeinns 201.860 87 
| PrOftcandlOns a. sas esse sosscscscacesines|seesss PRORCr Cree 1,019,151 72 
27,194,005 92 | Contingent fund .........4.. etuilbeicn cna wine iad 4,033,067 11 
Domestic bills of exchange..............| 3,983,828 58 | CONEN GENE INTERES Hi 6ikscicceccccece coccsclooseccecescccese 237,561 07 
31,177,834 50 || Contingent exchange...........ceeeeeesleece aesnee cevees 7,600 01 
Foreign bills of exchange .......e.eeeeesleee wieleleieeinasinees 434,924 41 | POLCIMINORGNMNIEE Ts ccee ccnsevesinscesicdclesscececansecevcleseseaeseneounec 
Baring Brothers & Co , London...... Pee Lawesinae ele eeee <a 125, 192 98 | Due to Bank United States and offices ..| $14,028,324 01 
Foreign exchange ......s.e0. cece cccccccelecccceecccees see 24,223 03 || Due to State banks ...... sseseeeeeseees| 1,490,914 89 
REET RT ee skucue 2,046,809 89 | tinned SSeS 
Due from Bank United States and offices.| 14,406,950 12 || Due to Hottinguer & Co., Paris .........|cecceccceceseees 67,124 79 
Due from State banks...... sassinielvoneaee 1,973,646 56 | Redemption of public debt ........e.cccelcccccccccccccece 712,683 00 
-_——— —| 16,380,596 68 | Deposits of Treasurer United States.....| 5,652,379 28 
Due from S, Smith and Buchanan, G. Wil | Deduct overdrafts, &c.. ....cccceeceeeee 561,045 68 
liams, and J. W. McCulloch...... Weueclssemennegeidvenes £22,635 29 | 
Due from United States ........... wiedds see aOseeeuees 5,267 32 I 5,091,333 60 
Losses chargeable to the contingent fund,|......++..6. seee| 1,607,652 40 || Deposits of public officers..........+...| 2,372,610 47 
Deficiencies ...... 006000 es ecseeeeecccscelecoece os00 e6eee 235,572 92 | Deposits of individuals........ coscceseee| 5,766,163 21 
Banking-houses, bonus, and premium.....|...... wae eee| 1,678,215 42 13, 230, 107 28 
BUPCNGOBs 520s SeisnicessccSesoesiaiecstvece|esecs, «ssa Benes 62,003 01 | Bank United States and office, New 
Cash, viz: Notes of Bank United States | Orleans, for specie in transitu.........|..... Siediwoas seas 141,000 00 
and OFFICES 6... ceeeeeceeee| 7,421,608 95 I 
Notes of State banks......... 1,100, 440 79 | 
Specie ......+.++$6,496,118 32 | 
Specieintransitu 141,000 00 | 
6,637, 118 32 | 
——} 15,159,168 06 | 
Mortgages, %C...0cccccsccccccccvccccccsloscescescccceses 91,557 72 
Agent for Loan Office, Portsmouth,......)....6+ eeeeeeeees 126 04 
Profit and loss account, Hartford. .......s|sccececsececeess 263 00 
Miscellaneous accounts, at agency, Cin- 
CiNNALL 2 .cccccccccccccceccccvcccccescelccccccccceescese 28,775 50 
87, 705,177 22 87,705,177 22 





























S. JAUDON, Second Assistant Cashier. 
Bank oF THE UNITED States, February 1, 1827. 


VoL. v——114 B 
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FINANCE. 








Dr. 


RECAPITULATION. 











| 
Funded debt of the United States.....-++ LS ereeeneee 
| $24,657,625 59 | 
58,778 00 | 
| 
2,687, 336 23 


Bills discounted on personal security. +... 
funded debt......+++ 
bank stock. ...eeeeeee| 





7 


4, 383,776 92 


| 

| 

| 97,403,739 82 
| 
inne 
Foreign bills of exchange...+eeseeeee seeitererecers 
Real estate .... ceeeee tere 
Baring Brothers & Co., London......... 
Foreign exchange. .....-- 
Due from Bank United States and offices. . | 


eee eeweeeeeeeeerees ee eeee 


el Seer ee cesses sees! 


| 


15, 180, 374 56 | 


Due from State banks .....++ sees sees ones! 2, 196,574 83 | 


eeeeenses 


Due from Smith & Buchanan, G. Wil- | 
liams, and J. W. McCulloch.........2./++: | 
Due from United Sta'es.......eceeececeeeiteeees 
Losses chargeable to the contingent fund. ieee | 
Deficiencies ....cccceee oe 
Banking-houses, bonus, aud premium on 


Perrrererere rs titre rr mere er 


Expenses 00snenenetseseens 
Cash, viz: Notes of Bank United States | 


| 
] 
ANA OCC. 2.0000 0000 cceces| 


7,284, 764 56 
Notes of State banks.........| 1,024,470 45 
Specie.........+.$0,820,725 99) 
100,000 00 


————| 6,920,725 99 


Specie in transitu 








OOOO eee et weesereeeres 


Mortgages, &c..... 
Agent for Loan Office, at Portsmouth ....|...-.. oeee 
Profit and loss account, at Hartford ...... 


Miscellaneous accounts, at Cincinnati... eee Core Saat 


Ce eeeeeeeeessees 


| | 


| 
cosees| $17, 764, 359 05 || 


31,787,516 7 
395,015 38 

2,059,063 25 
482,298 04 
48,696 


17, 376,949 


882,635 
5,267 
1,607,652 
235,714 


1,678,215 
94,557 


15,229,961 00 
91,557 72 
613 22 

263 00 
30,624 40 


89,770,960 20 








Capital stock sites aadedebcabisusbadiedinpciolaiie: 


MORES BRANDON (ou cccsbebnoas eases caw aen eheeeeiesesenicl 


Discount, exchange, and interest........ 


Dividends unclaimed............ 
POTEAU FOSS, 51550500 000500 nes cseeeee 
Contingent fund 
Contingent interest... ...ccececccccccece 
Contingent exchange, ....cssescceee 


Foreign EXCHANLE 00200000040 608s s00000 
Due to Bank United States and offices .. 
Due to State DARKS soc osccccscvcccscccve 


Hottinguer & Co., Paris ......scccccsese 


Redemption of public debt.........0ee08 


Deposits of Treasurer United States..... 


Deduct overdrahts, BC...20000:0500000000 


Deposits of public officers ........00 eee 


Deposits of individuals ........ceeeeeees 


Office at New Orleans for specie in tran- 


TTT e re 


OOOOH Chee ee sees sesessee 


| 


| 
eee rere esee tons, 





Ce ee sees cess ceee! 


Ce eeee eres eesens 





oe ana 








$15, 114,473 27 | 
1,241,760 08 
7,167,588 20 
471,548 30 
6,696,039 90 
2,226,455 15 


5. 807,506 13 

















Cr, 


$34,995, 919 63 
17,244,535 96 
359, 841 39 
141,605 19 

1, 020,744 98 
4,033,067 1] 
239,688 72 
4,444 44 


Core eeereeccccselccccsccccccecs 
eee 


16, 356,233 95 
53.327 59 


491,551 43 


14,730,001 18 


100,000 00 


— 


89,770,960 20 





BaNk OF THE United States, March 1, 1827. 


S. JAUDON, Second Assistant Cashier. 
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AFFAIRS OF BANK OF UNITED STATES. 





Dr. 


RECAPITULATION., 








Funded debt of the United States........ 
Bills discounted on personal security..... 
funded debt.......... 
bank stock .......... 


Domestic bills of exchange.......s.eeeeee 


Foreign bills of exchange.........eseeeee 
Baring Brothers & Co., London.......... 


Foreign @xchange ....scccccccccceccceces 
Real estate..ccccccccveccccccccccccccsccs 
Due from Bank United States and offices. 
Due from State banks .........ccescevees 


Due from S. Smith and B., G. Williams, 
and J. W. McCulloch ....cccccccccccces 
Due from United States .........cccceees 
Losses chargeable to the contingent fund 
DCARCICNCICS cose ccecccciccccsevsecesscee 
Banking-houses, bonus, and premium..... 
EXpeMseS secsssccvees cosevecceecccceecs 
Cash.—Notes of Bank United States and 
OCC cae cucieeeasisiceteieenen 

Notes of State banks. ........... 


SPOCle-vsceccicvcsecsceescsesecees 


MOrtgages .cccccccccvccccccccccccccccecs 
Requisition dividends......ssceceeceecees 
Agent for Loan Office, at office, Ports- 


BIOWIN Sinewnibwinues cuesaeeeces swcaseoes se 


Profit and loss account, at office, Hartford 
Miscellaneous accounts, at agency, Cin- 


CUINEAE. sc waveibeeseacusseaeensssierees 





$25,272, 381 57 
106,745 00 
2,470,588 80 





27,849,715 37 
4, 765, 932 83 
16, 185, 643 62 
2,161,366 12 


—_—_———— 


See e reer eeeeeens 
Peer ee sesecesees 
ee ee ee 
Se eeee sees eveses 
seer ee eeereseses 


Pe eeee esse eesees 


6,538,035 56 
1,033, 745 55 
6, 892,607 89 





Cee eer eeseseeses 





| 
| 
| 
| 


ele eee cere essees 





$17, 764, 359 05 


32,615,648 20 
532,723 99 
521,052 06 | 

36,380 11 
2,057,858 65 


16,347,009 74 


882,635 29 
5,267 32 
1,607,652 40 
234,972 86 
1,678,215 42 
127,614 87 


14, 464, 389 00 
91,557 7: 


3,518 31 


w 


327 99 
791 58 


30,624 40 


91,002, 498 96 














Capital stock... 
Notes issued... 
Discount, exchange, and interest 
Dividends unclaimed. 
PRORWANGNORB. o0s.5sc0s ee cec scccecivecocs 
| Contingent fund 
Contingent interest 
Contingent exchange. ........ceceeeeees 
Foreign exchange.......cccccccceccceeels 
Due to Bank United States and offices..| $16,111,875 90 
Due to State banks.........sseeeeeeeees 


Due to Hottinguer & Co., Paris........ 
Redemption of public debt............. 
Deposits of Treasurer United States 
Deduct overdrafts, &c.......... 


Deposits of public officers..... 
Deposits of individuals ............00005 


COOP eeeeee essere esersere 


POPC e meres essen s cess eres eesees sees 


Coe eee eerere esses eesees eens 


Cee ee eereee seer es esses 


SO eereee sera seeeee 


eeeees 
COO e rele reeee sees esesee 


fee wees weer eees 


Ce eeee eres cevece 


Cece wees ease case 


1,409,916 29 





7,232,295 28 
951,998 34 





6, 280.296 94 
2,573,015 40 
6,106,799 25 


eee eeeeee 











, Bank or THE UniTeD States, 4pril 2, 1827. 





8S. JAUDON, Second Assistant Cashier. 









..| $34,995,919 63 
17, 133,104 96 
531,545 36 
80,396 12 
1,020,527 18 
4,033,067 11 
239,688 72 
4,444 44 


Coe eee se eeesee eeeeeeeesesstere 


17,521,792 19 
26,987 36 
454,914 24 


14, 960,111 65 


91,002,498 96 
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FINANCE. 











[No. 879, 





Dr. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Cr. 








Funded debt of the United States ........./..- 


Bills discounted on personal security..... 
funded debt.......... 
bank stock.. 


eeeeeeee 


Domestic bills of exchange.....++sseeeees 


Foreign bills of exchange.......+++eese0+|+ 
Baring Brothers & Co. ....-eseeeeeeeeeee|s 
Foreign exchange.....sssseeceeseseseees|, 
Real estate .... 
Due from Bank United States and offices. 


See eeeeeeeeseeseseeeseene 


Due from State banks. ......cccceeseseee 


Due from S. Smith and Buchanan, G. 


Williams, and J. W. McCulloch.......]...... 


Due from United States ,......eceeceeeesl, 
Losses chargeable to the contingent fund. 
Deficiencies ....ccccccccccccsceseccveces 
Banking-houses, bonus, premium, &c.... 
EXPenses 220000 cccccccccccccccccscscees 
Cash.—Notes of Bank United States and 
GUICER . cccswdne aanecceccstess 

Notes of State banks.........00 


SPecie€ « cccccccccccccscccces sees 


Mortgages, &C ...00cccccccccsscccccccece 
Requisition dividends ......c..sseeeeesess 
Profit and loss account, at office, Hartford. 
Miscellaneous accounts, &c., at agency, 

CiNCINNALI....ccccccccccccccvecccs coos 








Peewee eeeeeeeee 


sees eeseene 


Sere erseeeeseses 


eeeeeee 


eeee eee eeeeeees 


Coors eeees cesses 


| 
$25,553,040 11 | 
189,083 50 | 


2,335,725 21 


28, 077, 848 82 | 


| 


5,040, 858 64 | 
! 











Gio 


16,692,597 07 
2,131,993 40 | 





6,177,680 56 
1,405,659 81 
6,947,435 43 








eeeeceeee 








| $17,764,359 05 


| Capital stock..... 
| Notes issued..... 


|, Discount, exchange, and interest ....... 


| Dividends unclaimed..... 


33,118,707 46 
376,715 71 
709, 564 26 

41,066 87 

2,101,312 56 


18, 824,590 


882,635 2 
5, 267 
1,620, 850 
276, 937 
1,682, 715 


155,957 


14,530,775 
91,557 7 
3,518 ¢ 

791 58 


30,850 93 


Profit and 1Oss 2... ccccccccccvccccsccce 
Contingent 1nd 2.002058 sseccccnccce snes 
Contingent interest. ....ccccccccccccccce 
Contingent exchange 2... essecscecesecs 
Foreign exchange... 
Due to Bank United States and offices.. 


BING EO ERIS BANKS 6s osc. veins seewseesee 


Pee eeee seer sree sees 


| Due to Hottinguer & Co., bankers, Paris. 


Redemption of public debt..........000. 


| Deposits of Treasurer United States,.... 





92,218,173 99 | 


Deduct overdrafts and special deposits .. 


Deposits of public officers. . $2,645,914 40 
Deposits of individuals ... 6,094,777 35 


sleere were seseeeee 





se ee eeee cere eeee 
See eeeee cers sete 
Cees eeeeseseeses 
Cee eweeeereesens 
Seer eres eres sees 
Cee reese sees sees 
Seer wees eeeeoees 


| 
Pees eeseeres -eee 


$16, 861,100 30 
1,218, 089 00 








7,108, 932 55 
769, 381 85 


6, 339,550 70 


8,740,691 75 





$34,995,919 63 


rn 


——$——_______ 


17,345,644 96 
936,578 30 
66,222 37 
1,020,357 89 
4,033,067 11 
235,597 38 
4,444 44 


18, 079, 189 30 
57,837 29 


363, 072 94 


15,080,242 45 





92,218, 173 99 





BaNK OF THE UNITED StatTsEs, May 1, 


1827, 


S. JAUDON, Second Assistant Cashier. 
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AFFAIRS OF BANK OF UNITED STATES. 








Dr. 





RECAPITULATION. 





Cr. 





Funded debt of the United States........).. 
«| $26, 242, 856 63 


Bills discounted on personal security.... 
funded debt .......eee0 
bank stock..... ceceeese 


Domestic bills of exchange.......e.eeeeee 


Foreign bills of exchange... ..scceseeee|eees 


Coe eeececceees 


513,599 69 
2,442,750 02 
29, 199,206 34 
5,118,816 04 





Baring Brothers & Co., London........../seesseeeees 


Foreign exchange....... cece cccces 
Real estate .ccccccesee coe oc ccceccnce eee 
Due from Bank United States and offices. 
Due from State banks..... 


Due from S$. Smith and Buchanan, G. Wil- 


liams, and J. W.McColloch.......seess|eeee 
Due from the United States . ...... ...eee lero 


Losses chargeable to the contingent fund . 
Deficiencies ..cceeccccesccecs 
Banking-houses, bonus, and premium on 

loan, &C..cccccceeee 


EXpens€S.....eeeeeeeceees Oe ee ceesccvees 
Cash.—Notes of Bank United States and 
MICOS cas cociee ee wees sawiseis aos 


Notes of State banks........eseee. 
- $6,065,141 16 
Specie in transitu.. 77,000 00 


Specie... .c.seee 


Mortgages, &c.... 
Requisition dividends’. ..........eeceeees 
Profit and loss account, at office, Hartford. 
Miscellaneous accounts, &c., at agency, 


CANINE ss cin sce Cossiestaceecsscsicesclocsvcccsece ce 





. eeee ee 
. eeeseces 
oe eeeee 

ee eeee sens eevee 


16,668,958 82 
2,475,506 77 


6,251,545 56 
1,221,407 49 


6,142,141 16 


Ce eeee coer eseees 





W 


| 


$17, 764,359 05 || Capital stock. ......seseeeeees 


34, 318, 022 38 
365,459 20 
763, 369 95 

50,596 54 
2,109,580 44 





| 
| 
19,144,465 59 


882, 635 29 
5,267 32 
1,651,670 97 
267,047 04 


1,684,744 56 
178,279 18 





13,615,094 21 | 

83, 982 72 | 
3,518 31 

528 58 | 


30,850 93 | 


92, 919, 472 26 | 





Notes issued....cccecsceccees scaseceseeleese's wee cece eees 
Discount, exchange, and interest........)t+e+eeeeeeeeeees 
Dividends unclaimed..........ceeeeee0. (8888 steer eeeeee 
PONE ORMNOKS. co ccecsccceccdcocuscscccs|ssccccsoncecccs 
Contingent fund............. Bere rer errs Coe eeeees seceee 
Contingent interest. .....cccccccccccscce|eccccccccccccces 


Contingent exchange .... ...... ceceecee seeeeeeecees 
MOTCIQI CXCHANGE’ovaeies.cceciecccscccesvcleseeccccescesese 
Due tothe Bank of the United States | 


ANA OfficeS....cccccccccccscccccce eee) $16,683, 833 36 
Due to State banks..........00- eecceees! 1,097,919 87 
Due to Hottinguer & Co., bankers, Paris. |......esseeeeees 
Redemption of public debt..........e06. Foe ia Comalew arenes 
Deposits of Treasurer United States..... 7,655,644 88 


Deduct overdrafts, &c......... | 653, 498 63 


| 7,002, 146 25 
Deposits of public officers........... sees! 2,639,395 67 
6,215,604 69 


Deposits of individuals............eee0-s! 


Office, Norfolk, for specie in transitu | 
from Bank United States............./0.. 


eeeeee 





$34,995,919 63 
17,393, 149 96 
1,133,679 05 
58,825 37 
1,018,131 71 
4,033,067 11 
235,597 38 
5,555 55 
18,765 58 


17,781,753 23 
93,283 16 
217,597 92 


15, 857, 146 61 


77,000 00 


92, 919, 472 26 





BANK OF THE UNITED States, June 1, 1827. 


S. JAULON, Second Assistant Cashier. 
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FINANCE. 





[No. 8179, 





Dr. 


RECAPITULATION. 














Funded debt of the United States..... +--+ lpsebes een eaeee 
Bills discounted on personal security... ‘| $25, 749, 291 


funded debt......++++ 
bank stock......+eee. 


Domestic bills of exchange....-ssseeeees 


Baring Brothers & Co., London.......... 
Foreign exchange 
Real estate 
Due from Bank United States and offices. 


ee eereesese 


POrerereee error rrerererrrerrry 


Due from State banks............ vee eeee| 


Due from S. Smith and Buchanan, G. 
Wiiliams, and J. W. McCulloch....... 
Due from United States 


| 





Losses chargeable to the contingent fund.|............0... 
| 


Deficiencies .........+ pseea een beaebonnal 


Banking-houses, bonus, and premium, &c.| 


EXpenseS.....esee0e Sesb bbe shoes endauses es 


Cash.—Notes of Bank United States and 
Offices.... «0. 9000800 0seeee 


Notes of State banks..... pacemees 
SPCCie€ 2... cececccccece eeeceeeeee 
Mortgages, &C....cccccccccccccccces ecco 


Miscellaneous accounts, at agency, Cin- 
CINNALI 2... ccccccccese 


ee eeeeeesese 











eeerleeseessesese 


| | 
| $17,764,359 05 | 


| 
| 


~ 
Ss: 


575,227 
2, 429,058 15 
28, 753,577 58 


5, 437,588 60 | 








| 
| | 





34,191,166 18 








peaneebasaeecses | 370,281 42 | 
bisbcdnccueweses 904,812 24 | 
cebeaeebsiaeians 79,136 24 | 
pceteneinexvens) MRT 
16,405,686 58 | 
2,772,313 18 | | 
— 19,177,999 76 | 
ietbbhasevswnens 882,635 29 
Lbvescssuenbeeed 5,267 32 


1, 764,674 63 || 
259,085 30 

1,625,189 00 
26,490 99 


6, 428,095 56 | | 
1,154,082 97 | 
6,381,225 41 | | 
| 13,963, 403 94 | 

83,982 72 | 


16,801 27 | 


93, 279, 052 52 











Due to Bank United States and offices.. 


Due to State banks..... sees. 


|| Due to Hottinguer & Co., bankers, Paris.|. 
|| Redemption of public debt ...... ececee ° 


Deposits of Treasurer of United States.. 


Deduct overdrafts, KC... eee eees 


Deposits of public officers........ 


Deposits of individuals ..........000+ 


a 

ATAEUINY PODIUM obese waedicanewewcbeendeseslss docs succeaseeel 

Notes issued........ o 08esecvccccccesoce ooccecccccocce | 

Discount, exchange, and interest........ oocrcecccccceces 

Dividends unclaimed. ......0cccccccccccleccccccccesesece 

Profit and 1088 .....s.eeeeeees o Wes ebanee6ossesse~os ee 

Contingent fund..... scccccccscccccesscelscecs « ecceee ee 

Contingent interest ........006 ee eee ceeelecees oe ecccccces 
Contingent Exchange, .c.cceccccccccvccelscvecccece seceee 

French exchange ........++ op '905100009 061486 Sc 904s ws 6s Ses 


$16,709, 416 37 
937,810 45 


5,234,517 04 

523,060 61 
4,711,456 43 
2,684,415 04 
6,527,738 11 




















re ne es 


Cr. 


$34, 995,919 63 
17,663,914 96 
74,567 54 

1, 082, 459 19 
1,242,597 57 
4,046,999 27 
237,672 37 
2,000 00 

2,931 44 


17, 647,226 92 
306,037 68 
2,053,116 54 


13, 923,609 58 


93,279,052 52 





BaNkK OF THE UNITED States, July 2, 1827, 


S. JAUDON, Second Assistant Cashier, 
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1828.] AFFAIRS OF BANK OF UNITED STATES. 923 
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“Dr. RECAPITULATION. Cr. 



























































| 
Funded debt of the United States. ...+..../eeeeeseeeeeeeeee| $17, 764,359 05 || Capital stock.......0. cccecceccccecccces|teeeceeeucsesces $34, 995,919 63 
Bills discounted on personal security..... $25, 898, 165 84 Notes and) Gratin insted occccinc cctccccccslaceceseses Gaceas 17, 957, 039 96 
funded debt.......... 60,906 38 | Discount, exchange, and interest........ Scabies 227,344 93 
bank stock.......2...| 2,163,435 02 | Dividends unclaimed. ........+.4000 000+ Jeoses oe Ree. 207, 164 76 
—- | PYOUCANGUOER ccc cccsccccedacceeseces Joccccece eeseeees 1,241,023 89 
28, 122,507 24 | Contingent fund.........ccceeeeeeeeeees SS mcasiely Reems 4,278,632 13 
Domestic bills of exchange...........+...] 5,188,434 38 | Contingent interest........seeeeceeseees Pi sanckibatamiaas 237,672 37 
33,310,941 62 || Contingent exchange.........s.06seee-- Dieta t catalan 3,222 22 
Foreign bills of exchange.-....sseseeecsleseeeeesceeeeees 400,699 50 iI French exchange ........ wanwaeieee xe Piatto ee 6,812 86 
Baring Brothers & Co., London.......... SiGe dea ceawesionwe 1,335,408 79 Due to the Bank of the United States | 
a MUMNGN oo iccisisaceicesecssnseriseecusces Sands 116,279 73 || and offices. .........44. aenaes SSceceth | $16,375,004 61 
ON sic caetelvalonsiennile Sucvasatevwaacel “SRUNTIE G1 Mier Ub MNMNUNN eisiseckcsccisesecess | 2,897,520 71 
Due from Bank United States and offices.| 15,560,783 39 19,272,525 32 
Due from State banks.....eeeee.eceeeeees| 25060, 345 78 | Hottinguer & Co., bankers, Paris. ...... Sit atts mele acaea 406,699 79 
———————| 17,621,129 17 || Redemption of public debt...........0.. Brats ER eee 690, 405 63 
Due from S. Smith and Buchanan, G. |.Deposits of Treasurer United States....| 3,392,950 34 
Williams, and J. W. McCulloch .......|++++++ oeeeeeeeee 882,635 29 Deduct overdrafts and special deposits. . 536, 388 97 
Due from the United States........ PTT tee oe eeceeceeves 5,267 32 | — 
Losses chargeable to contingent fund.... .| eccece Winiseisibeeieie 1,764,267 71 |} 2,856,561 37 
Deficiencies.......+. shed eniieadents bss Peitnceicass aasiecss 258,212 80 } Deposits of public officers.......2...0+2.)  25402,452 12 
Banking-houses, bonus, and premiuin, &C.|...+ esse cece ones 1,626, 189 00 | Deposits of individuals .................| 6,605,292 50 
Expenses ....+ bindivrecivere ESeeeueecess Pee eee eoeeee 47,796 40 | 11, 864,305 99 
Cash.—Notes Bank U. States and offices..| 6,485,320 56 | 
Notes of State banks.......ee062-) 1,070,003 41 
Specie.... eccccccscccccccscceces| 6,413,198 35 | 
—_——— ——_ 13, 968, 522 32 
Mortgages, &C...secsccccccccccccccccees eccccccccccscoce 83, 982 72 
Overdrafts of public” officers, at office, | 
Waridlkessss-snesceoese Sv cinwinaion eosin sicoeieis’s eee. 25,500 31 |). 
Miscellaneous acc’t, at office, Cincinnati,|........eeeeeees 16,801 27 | 
oe 
91,388,769 48 || 91,388, 769 48 


























8. JAUDON, Second Assistant Cashier. 
Bank or THE UNITED States, August 1, 1827, 
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FINANCE. 





[No. 879. 





Dr. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Cr, 





Funded debt of the United States 


Bills discounted on personal security.....| 
funded debt.... 
bank stock....... eoee 


Domestic bills of exchange.......- 


eee eeeelene 


eeeeeee 


| | 
seseee| $17,664,359 05 
, 737,221 67 
| 61,556 38 


2,108,220 02 





o7 


27,906,998 07 
4,664,894 74 








32,571, 892 81 


} | " 
Foreign bills of exchange.....+s.ee.0+ bh oe cceeee 360,578 86 || 
Baring Brothers & Co., London.......... [teteeeeseeeee 1,409, 974 79 || 
Foreign exchange....... ee es eee 121,918 73 


Real estate.......++ 


COCO eee eee eeeeeeeesseee 


Due from Bank United States and offices. 


Due from State banks. 


Due from 8. Smith and Buchanan, G. Wil- 
liams, and J. W. MeCulloch.... 


Due from United States....... oe 


Losses chargeable to contingent fund 
Deficiencies... cccsccccccccccecs 
Banking-houses, bonus, premium, &c 


Expenses..... 


Cash.—Notes Bank U. States and offices. . | 


Notes of State banks...... 


MOUS hgh Gaskuuaosonebbabacnse st 


Mortgages, &C.......ccccces 


{ 
. | 
Miscellaneous accounts, &c., atagency, | 


serene 


RAMA 6 inks nice wes coen 000K lee 


eeeeeeeseee 





2,157,588 42 | 








Deposits of Treasurer United States..... 
| Deduct overdrafts and special deposits... 


| 2,019,520 8 
|—_—— —| 18,604,807 71 | 
| 
— paces wee] 882,635 29 || 
(eam iaeabicoees 5,267 32 || 
ans poscvesnse] 2,707,080 80 | 
sesseeeeeeeeee «| 256,547 00 || 
a bantndiecsehp 1,627,189 00 || 


71,144 03 || 
6, 625,293 56 | 
| 1,033,743 91 | 
6, 055,33) 40 | 
| 13, 714, 368 
} 


| 87 | 
| > ~ | 
ae btiipdees 83, 982 72 | 
| 
| 
pakninwene i 8,787 22 | 
} 








91,309,025 64 | 


| ul 


Capital stock........ 
Notes and drafts issued. .....sceeccecees| 








Discount, exchange, and interest........ 


Dividends unclaimed, ..ccescsececececee|ee 


PROT RAM TORS oo s:os skis 000000 done 5006000 


ss . | 
Contingent fund ...... cecccccccccccccccele 
Contingent interest. .....eceseseeees asd 
Contingent exchange .........e06 eee 


French exchange ....... 


Seno meres eeeses 


ee ee eeeeeesees 


Sees eeseseeees 


Cee eeeeeeessens 


eeeeeeesese sees 


SR e meee sere sees sesseeeeeseseeese 


Due to Bank United States and offices...| $16,326,584 36 


Due to Binte BANKS. o5cccs scicsscievsssces 





Due to Hottinguer & Co., bankers, Paris.) .. 


Redemption of public debt ..........+06 





2,052, 421 28 





3,925, 868 83 
221,256 96 


I Deposits of public officers.......0... 000} 


Deposits of individuals .......s.ceeeeees 


3,704,611 87 
2. 389,152 71 
6,583,078 16 








| 








eek acaed $34, 996, 479 63 


18, 256,549 96 
382,554 50 
139,673 20 

1,241,301 77 
4,278,632 13 
6,039 8} 
3,222 29 
11,787 97 


18,379,005 64 
517,158 89 
419, 777 95 


12,676, 842 74 





91,309,025 64 





BanK OF THE United States, August 30, 1827, 


8S. JAUDON, Second Assistant Cashier. 
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AFFAIRS OF BANK OF UNITED STATES. 








Dr. 


RECAPITULATION. 





Cr. 








Funded debt of the United States........ 


Bills discounted on personal security.....| $25,737,969 83 
funded debt.......... 67,470 91 
bank stock.......6+.-) 2,113,655 02 


Domestic bills of exchange........s.eee0 


Foreign bills of exchange......... 
Baring Brothers & Co., London.......... 
Foreign exchange .....++eeeee. 
Real estate .... cece eeeee 
Due from Bank United States and offices. 


Due from State banks.... 


Cece ceseee 
Ce ee rere sesscces 


Due from S. Smith & Buchanan, G. Wil- 

liams, and J. W. McCulloch,........ 
Due from United States......... 
Losses chargeable to the contingent fund . 


Deficiencies .... 
Banking-houses, bonus, and premium on 
loan... 
EXpenses. ..seeeeees . 
Cash, viz: Notes of Bank United States 
and offices ..... 


Cee e reer eee cess eesasese 
eee 
eens eeeeee 


Ce eeessesese 


Notes of State banks......... 
Specie ....cc.06 


eee eereeseese 


eee 








27,919,095 76 
4,056,251 81 


. eee eeeeee 
Ce eeeeresseeeece 
eeee . . 
eeeees eeeeeeee 


16,547,000 72 
2, 424,902 38 








eee reer eese cece 


ee. . oe eee 
leeee eee cess eees 
. eeeeeescee 


8,068,680 56 
1,180,531 08 
5,649,143 73 





Mortgages, &C.... cee eens oe teec cece 


Miscellaneous accounts, at agency, Cin- 





$17,641,359 05 


31,975,347 57 
373,751 19 | 
1,357,599 79 | 
110, 768 52 | 
2,159,388 42 | 


18,971,903 10 


882,635 29 | 
5,267 32 | 

1, 767,983 82 
257,296 99 | 


1,627, 189 00 | 
100,569 03 | 


14,898, 355 37 


83, 982 72 

















Capital stock ......... see 
Notes and drafts issued.......eeeeeeeees 
Discount, exchange, and interest........ 
Dividends unclaimed.........+00eeee0s 
Profit and loss....... sesees coos 
Contingent fund........e.eeceees 
Contingent interest....... 
Contingent exchange........eceeeeeeeee 
French exchange . diatietasesnboeees 
Due to Bank United States and offices.. 
Due to State banks............ 


eee eeeene 


Due to Hottinguer & Co., bankers, Paris. 
Redemption of public debt.............. 
Deposits of the Treasurer United States . 
Deduct overdrafts and special deposits .. 


Deposits of public officers. .........e0e0. 
Deposits of individuals .........seee00ee 


eee eerens 
Come ee rere eeseee 
eeeeeeeses 
eeeee 
Cee een wees ereces 


$15, 786,021 97 
1,618, 192 16 


4,954,111 02 

220,726 76 
4, 733, 384 26 
2,150, 896 52 
6, 145,683 25 




















$34,996, 479 63 
19, 258, 329 96 
252,002 90 
128,151 95 
1,241,301 77 
4,278,632 13 
6,039 81 

3,222 22 
28,054 92 


17,404,214 13 
991,889 73 
336,417 66 


13, 029, 894 06 





Pel a vesusdensosnssivesunebcereesewe ]eececcccccoccoce 8, 787 22 | 
Agent for Pension Fund, at office, Ports- | 
MOWED <6 0:0:0 01000 00006s 6000 ese cesses loves vecesececees 2,446 47 | 
~~ 

| 92,224,630 87 92,224,630 87 





Bank OF THE UNITED States, October 1, 1827. 


voL. v——117 B 


8S. JAUDON, Second Assistant Cashier. 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Cr. 











an — se 
Funded debt of the United States (various) )..++e+++++eeeees | $17,624, 859 05 


| $25,297,937 93 
67,451 80 


2, 126,955 67 


Bills discounted on personal security.....- 
funded debt. ...seeeres 
bank stock.....+eeeees 








27,492, 345 40 | 
4,239, 563 65 | 
| 


eeeeeeeere 


Domestic bills of exchange... 








Foreign bills of exchange..secsseeesserer sereeeceee psasiee 
Baring Brothers & Co., LOndON,..++++e++)sereereerees cece! 
Foreign exchange....sescesreeeeeseeeses| sees ceees ey Hoel 
Real estate......0+++++ eeccse ey Te Ly ee 


15,932, 192 24 | 


2, 347, 129 68 | 


Due from Bank United States and offices. 


Due from State banks..... 


were rece eeeeees 








Due from S. smith & Buchanan, G. Wil- | 





liams, and J. W. McCulloch,..........+ |eveccccecccecces| 
Due from United States ..o.0ecccccccccecelssscee sueceoeeee 
Losses chargeable to the contingent fund.|,..............- 
DET CICRCICS. . ..<.0.00:0.000 00 000000005000 0500 ceckswouk F | 


Banking-houses, bonus, and premium on | 
JOAN .cccccces cocccccccececccseccccccslsccccccccccccces | 
EXpenses ..... cccccccccccscccecccccccecs 
Cash, viz: Notes of Bank United States 
ANd OFFICES. 2.000 srescecccese 


Notes of State banks......... 











BBECIE..oncceevsscepeaccen ss» 





| 
Mortgages, &c.... Paeittshasea teeters tates Seow ene> 83, 982 72 
Miscellaneous accounts, at agency, Cin- | 
PRU a eseydeaebeseere Paha ssubaahclsessieenae babes 8,787 22 || 
Agent for Pension Fund, Portsmouth,.... inepisvhnsuntson! 1,690 82 
Collector of Customs, Providence..... oS ae oe eeseces .| 151 73 


31,731,909 05 
363, 122 64 
1,072. 905 78 
78.978 11 


2, 156,252 22 


18,279, 321 


882, 635 
5,267 
1,768 


257,296 





535 


1,629, 346 


123, 535 


16,021,631 5 


Co 





92, 090,209 26 


Capital stock... cccocccccccccccccccccs 


| 
Notes and drafts issued .... SOT REC CORr eeA 
; . | | 
Discount, exchange, and interest......++)seeececeee cvsee) 
| | 


PPIGR ROIS MAIVCIMTIINONN 5 ods ni 5b 505% wakews esd ennbesceenss 





Prt Mee GORE. cas cuncseseoess basen 


Contingent fund . 


050500066605 56:08. 069% 001 55 ccie 666000050 


. i i} 
Contingent INLETESt. cece eres cesecesecreslesees aot Vewwien 
Contingent CRCHAAGE 5555 500040005s0000|ssc0c000s0sse000] 
French exchange ...2 ccc seceos Ss nee ae 


Due to Bank United States and offices...) $15,396,438 83 


Due to State bunks. o..csccececcccccesee| 3 270,427 06 





Due to Hottinguer & Co., bankers, Paris.|............008- 
Redemption of public debt......cscceccslscccsceccces cece! 
| 


Deposites of the Treasurer of the United 
States......0.06 4,814,963 11 


253,894 97 


Oem m ee ee eeee eres eees 


Deduct overdrafts and special deposits... 





4,561,068 14 
2,005,287 15 
6, 152,897 93 





Deposits of public officers.......0008 «ee 


Deposits of individuals........sceeeeeees 














| 


— 


$34. 996. 479 63 
19,682,724 9 
902, 528 45 
74,322 29 
1,241,030 70 
4,279. 368 13 
6,039 8) 

3, 222 


36,043 38 


2 


16,666,865 89 
1,260,731 47 


221,599 20 


12, 719,253 22 





92,090,209 26 





Bank oF THE UnitTep States, October 29, 1827. 


W. McILVAINE, Cashier. 





933 


AFFAIRS OF BANK OF UNITED STATES. 


1828. ] 
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AFFAIRS OF BANK OF UNITED STATES. 








Dr. 


RECAPITULATION, 








Funded debt of the United States, various. 
Bills discounted on personal security..... 
funded debt.......... 
bank stock ......+.. 


Domestic bills of exchange ..........064. 
Foreign bills of exchange......ssseseeee. 
Baring Brothers & Co, London ......... 
Real estate ...ssscceeeccccccveceeevevens 
Due from Bank United States and offices. 
Due from State banks. .....seeeeeeeeeees 


Due from S. Smith & Buchanan, G. Wil- 
liams, and J. W. McCulloch. .........- 
Due from United States.......eseeceeees 
Losses chargeable to contingent fund .... 
Deficiencies 2... cccccccccccccccccecccccs 
Banking-houses, bonus, and premium on 
EXpPeMSes oo00 cecceecceecececeececessees 
Cash.—Notes of Bank United States and 
OINCES ss conesccwarceosescesess 

Notes of State banks........000. 


Specie ..cccccccsvcccccccccccccs 


Mortgages, KC..csceeccccccccces sovcees 
Miscellaneous account, at agency, Cin- 


PUAN ais -059:0'4'0, 000 40 0S O04 Dees C600 b-010% 


Agent for Pensions, at office, Portsmouth.) 


Core eeeeeeeeeees 


$25,776,465 58 


2,020,515 13 





15,662, 457 45 
2,648,378 61 


eeeeeeeereseseees 
See eeereereeee 
ee eeeeeeeeessere 


eeeeee cess seeese 


9,709,878 45 
1,289, 146 27 


5,575,477 63 





76,398 85 | 


Coeeeserereeeeee 


| 
| 
| 
| 





| 
ee ceeees 





Ce eeer esses eres| 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ee eeeeee recone 


$17,624,859 05 


27, 873, 379 
4,592,577 
364, 137 
366, 350 
2,211,105 


18, 310, 836 


882,635 
54.267 
1,788, 722 
258,351 


1, 629, 346 
154,519 


16,574, 502 35 
83,982 72 


17,059 
8, 809 


21 
24 


| 
| 


92,741, 440 


79 





Cr. 





P AMEN BOER 6 aatiaccccucde cap secmaciower 








| Contingent fund 


Notes issued 


Discount, exchange, and interest........ 
Dividends unclaimed............. 


Profit and loss 


SOOO eee were seer esse eses 


Oem e ee rere ener esse eeee 


Contingent interest . 


TOO wore e sees seee 


Contingent exchange. ....... scceeeeees 


Foreign exchange........ccccceseccceee! 


Due to Bank United States and offices.. 
Due to State banks .... ....ccccececcees 








Jeweesesesseecece 
$14, 784, 808 95 
881, 423 81 


$34,996,479 63 
20,512,001 71 
1,069, 194 09 
64,928 70 
1,239,063 92 
4,285,753 54 
6,039 81 

3,222 22 
37,957 13 


15,666,232 76 





Due to Hottinguer & Co., bankers, Paris. 
Redemption of public debt.............. 
Deposits of Treasurer United States .... 
Deduct overdrafts and special deposits. . 





6, 335,503 71 
243, 877 61 





Deposits of public officers .......... 00. 
Deposits of individuals .........eseeee0es 


6,091,626 10 
1,378, 964 79 
5,904, 883 04 








1,281,569 16 
203, 524 15 


13,375,473 93 


92,741,440 75 














Bank OF THE UNITED States, November 29, 1827. 


J. COWPERTHWAIT, Second Assistant Cashier, P. T. 
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[No. 879, 
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[No. 879, 





Dr. 


RECAPITULATION. 


. 








Funded debt of the United States........ } bene seaseeses 

Bills discounted on personal security....- | $26, 452,116 84 
funded debt... +++++] 280,241 85 
bank stock .....+ «++ | 1,928,059 27 








| 28,660,417 96 
seseseeses| 5,022,487 80 


| 
| 
| 


ee meee eeereseseeseseeese 


Domestic bills of exchange .... 








seer eeseeese 


Foreign bills of exchange.... 


sere seer sees eees 


Real estate ..... 
Due from Bank United States and wae 14,037,002 90 


Due from State banks........eeeeeeeeee+| 2,578,080 35 








Due from S. Smith and Buchanan, G. Wil- 
liams, and J. W. McCulloch........... 

Due from United States.......ecceseeesee | coe 

Losses chargeable to contingent fund | 


Cee eleeee sere sess eeee 


ee eeeeeresses 


Deficiencies ...... 


Banking-houses, bonus, and premium, &c. Jeeeeeeeeeceeees 
| 


eeeeeeeesene 


EXPenses .eeeeeecceeccscsess cece cece cccecces 
Cash, viz: Notes of Bank United States 
and offices....... 


Notes of State banks......... 


sscceses| O20S10060:56 
1, 447. 386 36 
6,170,045 14 


PIRUEEE cp spnn mene sserad cesses 





Peeeeseseesseees 


PROTO CS, Tee nnn n cacc cence navecesesses 
Agent for Pensions, office, Portsmouth ...| 


seco sere eesesese 








$17,624,859 05 


33,682, 905 76 
356, 470 
2,295, 401 


16,615,033 


882,635 
5,267 
1,803, 945 
233, 286 
1,634,260 
72,016 


18, 928, 692 
83,982 7% 
2,014 2 


94, 220, 772 











Capital BOCK 2.60 cisccdenssecccsceceans 
DIGtES THSUEU «occa iscisecnnccvssnscecses 
Discount, exchange, and interest........ 
Dividends unclaimed. .....cccccceccsees 
PPOTE Mii GONG 3 os 5s08s0 55sec cede reccees 
Contingent fund. .... 


1 Contingent interest....ccccceccce-cccces 


Contingent Exchange.....cecececcescece 
Foreign exchange ....ccccecccsccscccces 


| Due to Bank United States and offices .. 
Due to State Banks ......cccecsecscccee 


Due to Hottinguer & Co., Paris......... 
Due to Baring Brothers & Co., London., 
Redemption of public debt.........eee- 
Deposits of the Treasurer United States. 


| Deduct overdrafts and special deposits... 


Deposits of public officers .........eeees 
Deposits Of individuals. ..cccesseeeeeees 


eee eeeeeeeseses| 


| 
A ee ee | 
| 

7 | 
| 

‘| 

$13, 962, 876 88 | 
880,629 35 | 





5,793,349 28 
239,901 53 





5,553,447 75 


1,874,991 22 


sence sabnseninnatd 





Es nai 


| 1,467, 806 26 








Cr. 


$34, 996, 479 63 
22,259, 781 71 
418, 625 64 
60,581 45 

1, 237, 468 76 
4,297, 837 35 
4,840 19 

3,222 29 


133, 292 69 


14, 843, 506 93 


926,783 44 


13, 570, 546 62 


—_— 


94,220,772 19 








Bank OF THE UNITED States, December 29, 1827. 


W. McILVAINE, Cashier, 
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IN FAVOR OF DUTIES ON SALT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MARCH 6, 1828. 


To the honorable the Senate of the United States in Congress assembled: 


At a meeting of the manufacturers of salt, in the town of Barnstable, State of Massachusetts, on the 
95th day of February, A. D. 1828, to take into consideration the subject: of the repeal of the import duty 
on salt— 

Resolved, That the following memorial be presented to Congress, praying for a continuance of the 
present duty on imported salt, and that the same be signed by the chairman and secretary of this 
meeting: 

Tous memorialists, manufacturers of salt in the town of Barnstable, beg leave to represent: That 
they have learned with surprise and deep concern that the subject of the repeal of the duty on imported 
salt is before your honorable House; that having confidence in the permanency of that policy which first 
dictated the measure, and in the laws of their country, they have, at great expense, erected buildings 
for the manufacture of salt; that these buildings would be of trifling value should the duty be repealed; 
that there is at this time one million and three hundred thousand superficial feet of works wholly employed in 
this manufacture; that no part of these salt works would have been erected had they doubted the perma- 
nency of the duty; that it would have been extremely difficult in the late war, while your memorialists 
were surrounded by the enemy’s ships, to have obtained this article had it not been for these manufac- 
tories, and many other sections of the country derived their chief supply of salt from this county during 
that period; that whilst almost every branch of domestic manufacturers have been busy in soliciting the 
fostering aid of Government, your memorialists, being among the oldest manufacturers, have been content 
with that which first prompted them to engage in these manufactories, although their profits have been 
moderate; that from a competition among manufacturers, and between manufacturers and importers, the 
price of salt has been much reduced, and that its present value is only about forty-three cents per bushel; 
that your memorialists are not engaged in the manufacture of any other articles of their own consump- 
tion to any extent, and that they already pay more than their full proportion of tax on all others subject 


to foreign duties. 
From such circumstances, we venture to hope that Congress, in its wisdom, will not suffer the law 


imposing a duty on imported salt to be repealed. 
DAVID COOCHEE, Chairman. 
Z. D. Bassett, Secretary. 
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VALUE AND AMOUNT OF COTTON GOODS IMPORTED FROM 1817 TO 1827. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MARCH 10, 1828. 


Treasury DepartMent, March 7, 1828. 


Sm: In obedience to a resolution of the Senate of the 5th instant, directing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to lay before the Senate “statements showing the value and amount of duties on cotton fabrics, 
under a cost of twenty-five cents the square yard, imported into the United States for the years 1817, 1818, 
1819, 1820, 1821, 1822, 1823, and half of 1824, and the same on similar goods, at a cost under thirty 
cents the square yard, for half of the year 1824, and years 1825, 1826, and 1827, and also the value of 
cotton fabrics manufactured in the United States exported to foreign countries during those years,” I 
have the honor to transmit a letter from the Register of the Treasury, accompanied by two statements, 
which contain the information required by the resolution, so far as the same is afforded by the returns 
made to the Treasury. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 


RICHARD RUSH. 
Hon. the Presipent of the Senate. 





Treasury Department, Register’s Office, March 7, 1828. 


Sir: I have the honor to trans‘nit herewith statements numbered 1 and 2, prepared in obedience to a 
resolution of the Senate of the United States of the 5th instant. 

The resolution calls for the value and duties on cotton fabrics under a cost of 25 cents the square 
yard, imported from 1817 to 1824, and, at a cost under 30 cents, from 1824 to 1827. The Treasury is not 
in possession of the information called for, and can only comply with the resolution in the manner exhibited 
in the statements alluded to. P 

= cottons cannot be distinguished from other manufactured articles exported previous to the 
year 1826. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


Hon. Ricuarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 
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A statement exhibiting the value and amount of duties which accrued on cotton fabrics during the years ending 


No. 1. 


on the 30th September, 1821 to 1827, inclusive. 


COTTON FABRICS. 











Year. Dutiable value. Duties. 
BED oto tns cane eiucnnd mensubewscasesuaucesesass $7,541,830 $1, °85, 458 
BORO ccc aucen) Sep enneseansens sbeumeeaenenmweseen Sai 10, 703, 721 2,675, 930 
DBZ coccecocces cevcces conve coe cecese pace cencsices| 7, 789, 928 1,947, 482 
NPBA coins aban chcsnssaesersewssves Be a 8,263, 115 2,065,779 
BETS. c0ncc 050000 000000000000 000+ 600000000 eocccces 12,663,819 3, 165, 955 
1826..... SSS SS ae ee fSesieecsec} 7,916,799 1,979, 200 
i ee See cubncesaeeiasents feces 9,405,077 3,251,269 








A statement exhibiting the value of cotton fabrics of domestic manufacture 


No. 2. 


on the 30th of September, 1826 and 182°. 


exported during the years ending 



































DOMESTIC COTTONS. 
oa ] 
PIECE GOODS. | 
Wenr. = Nankeens. Twist, yarn, and All other. Total. 
| thread. 
Printed or | White. 
colored. | 
neti gr | Sisco pie 
ED ccbkedaebessoskensaccseseoee een $68, 884 $821,629 $8, 903 $11,135 $227,574 | $1, 138, 125 
POR cncsceckseesrsboapersndy ooxesss 45, 124 951, 001 14,750 11, 175 137, 368 | 1,159, 418 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, March 7, 1828. 
ry 
20TH Conaress. | No 882. [1st Sesston. 
AGAINST INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 10, 1828. 


Bancroft Winchester appointed secretaries. 


and other gentlemen present, it was 


Resolved, That George Cooke, James Rawlings, B. Winchester, Charles S. Mathews, and Wesley Lin- 
thicum be a committee to draw up resolutions expressing the views of this meeting, and also a memorial 


to Congress to the same effect. 


Exxicorr’s Mitis, Anne Arundel County, February, 1828. 


At a large and respectable meeting of the agriculturists, mechanics, and those friendly to their 
interests, held pursuant to public notice, Allen Thomas was appointed chairman, and George Cooke and 
The object of the meeting being explained by the chairman 


The committee reported the following resolutions, which were unanimously adopted: 


Resolved, That the interests of agriculture are pre-eminently entitled to the fostering care of Govern- 
ment; that those who by their labors feed and enrich the nation, and in times of war are the strongest 


bulwark of our defence, should be protected and encouraged in those labors by our national guardians. | 


Resolved, That, as the proposed increase upon our imports must necessarily injure our commerce 
with foreign nations, and thereby tend to accumulate the present embarrassments of the farmer, we view 


the proposed increase of our tariff as one of the greatest misfortunes that can befal us. 


Resolved, 'That the prosperity and increase of the manufacturing establishments are the best evidences 


of their being already sufficiently protected. 


Resolved, That we disapprove of the late meeting held at Ellicott’s Mills, by a number of manufacturers 
and those friendly to their views, in recommending to Congress further increase on cotton and woolen 


goods, iron, &c., and on imports generally. 


The committee then reported a memorial to Congress on the subject of an increase of our tariff, when 


it was 


Resolved, That this meeting unanimously approve of the memorial to Congress expressing our views 
on the subject of an increase of our tariff, and that it be signed by those present. 
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Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be signed by the chairman and secretaries, and, together 
with the memorial, be forwarded to our Representatives in Congress to be presented to that honorable 
body. . 
ALLEN THOMAS, Chairman. 
Grorce Cooke, 


Secretaries. 
Bancrort WINCHESTER, } : _— 





To the honorable the Congress of the United States of America: 


Your memorialists, farmers, mechanics, and those friendly to their interests, residents of Anne Arundel 
and Baltimore counties, in the State of Maryland, aware of the exertions that are making by the manu- 
facturers and their friends to represent to your honorable body that it will be to the advantage of this 
country to have an increase of our present tariff, consider it their right and duty to protest against such 
doctrines and the assumption of exclusive legislative protection claimed by the manufacturers. Believing, 
as we do, that commerce and agriculture are equally dependent on each other, and if the present rates of 
our tariff should be increased our commerce with foreign nations must be materially injured, if not 
destroyed, an event so much to be apprehended must tend tu increase the burdens and embarrassments 
of the farmer. 

Your memorialists, therefore, hope your honorable body will refuse further protection to manufacturers 
of cotton and woolen goods, iron, and our imports generally. We would also pray your honorable body 


to examine the statements of the manufacturers before you grant the protection which they claim as their. 


right. The manufacturers say that they cannot go on with the present duties. They have told us so for 
years, yet they still exist, and seem to find it a profitable business. They even increase; and we do not 
hear of one cent of capital being withdrawn from business for the last year. On the contrary, they go on 
increasing their factories, and even boast of the profits they are making. 

Your memorialists would beg leave to state that they are mostly residents in the neighborhood of 
large factories, and are witnesses of their increasing prosperity under the existing tariff. Why, then, 
grant them further protection when every increase of duty on our imports is, in fact, so much levied upon 
the agriculturists, mechanics, and laboring class of our fellow-citizens, who are principally the consumers 
of that species of cotton and woolen goods upon which the manufacturers wish an increase of duty? 
The prospect held out by the friends of the high tariff system that we shall find a home market for our 
wool and surplus produce is, in our opinion, delusive; for, by their own statements, there are already 
18,000,000 of sheep in the United States, which in two or three years would so increase that if we were 
not to import one yard of woolen goods would be more than sufficient to supply the whole demand of the 
United States. What, then, is to become of our surplus? What foreign nations will receive it when we 
exclude their products? We can hardly suppose the manufacturers will assert they will consume the 
surplus of our breadstuffs. What is to become of our tobacco, one of the great exports of our State, 
should the countries that now receive it lay such a duty on it as will be equivalent to the one that it is 
proposed to lay on the coarse fabrics of Germany, from whence we derive so many articles in exchange 
for our tobacco ? 

In the event of the high tariff system being adopted, we believe a great falling off in the national 
revenue must be the result, and which will compel the Government to resort to a direct tax, or some 
equally oppressive measure, upon the agricultural interests of our country. We therefore pray that your 
honorable body will not pass the law proposing to increase the rates of duties on cotton and woolen 
goods, iron, &c., which, by so doing, would tend to increase the difficulties of the agriculturists and labor- 
ing class of citizens, who are the principal consumers of the coarse fabrics upon which it is proposed to 
lay such duties as will tend to a prohibition. 


Exucotr’s Mitts, Anne Arundel County, Maryland, February, 1828. 
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EFFECTS OF THE PROPOSED BILL ON WOOL AND WOOLENS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 10, 1828. 


Wasurneton, March 7, 1828. 


Sir: In reply to your inquiry as to the effects of the bill reported to the House of Representatives 
by the COmmittee on Manufactures, in reference to wool and woolens, we hand you herewith a statement 
showing its operations as contrasted with the provisions of existing laws. 

We think it proper to remark that we have calculated the duties on woolen fabrics only at the 
minimum points of the proposed bill, deeming the assumption that goods would be imported varying 
from these points so as to subject them to double duties to be founded in error; because all milled cloths 
suited to the actual wants and necessities of the people might as well be imported by paying the lowest 
rate of duty. 

It is also proper to remark that the minimum of fifty cents affords ample protection to the manufac- 
turers of flannels. 

Respectfully yours, 
ABR. SCHENCK, of Matteawan, New York. 
JONAS B. BROWN, Massachusetts. 
WILLIAM R. DICKINSON, Ohio. 


Hon. Jonny C. Wricat. 
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FIRST MINIMUM OF FIFTY CENTS PER SQUARE YARD. 


Cloth. 
Present duty on a square yard by | er eee ee CT ee TT ee CCT EET ST eee ee ee cae 
Proposed duty by the reported bill... 6... 6... cece ee eee cece eee eee eens ere et Cee 
Loss to manufacturer on a square yard.......... eee eee eee eens (CRD hd Cabins eee 
Wool. 


It will require two pounds Smyrna wool in the dirt, worth ten cents per pound, for a square yard 
of cloth, viz: 











Proposed bill—Two pounds Es cc Vie eee AN eR enews BE KEW uw OR 
EAGER iso ESN SS ANE ESAS TER NHOEE KROES ENED ETE 14 
et Pee eer ere TT eer ee eer ee 10 

44 

Present law.—Two pounds wool, at 10 cents...........ccccccreccccceccecs $0 20 

oo) fe | ee rer Phas Ce be EONAR 3 

ee ee ee ee NE BO ein sca can kw cde ted Kssbber ae dveesscneW nies 23 = += 23 

ee eee UII EE CONS WIIUS 55 on 05:06 0 bw 655 6 PENNA ets be Keo RNOETERETINE SONOS OTE ‘ 

Loss by the proposed bill to the manufacturer on a square yard of cloth................0006. 


(Equal to 46 per cent.) 


SECOND MINIMUM OF ONE DOLLAR PER SQUARE YARD. 


Cloth. 
Pent Guty Gn oe eumare yard by exiating TW. oii. a kccis ns oo wevedesedawescsesecscasesen’s 
Proposed duty by the reported bill.................. MRS ee eed TPR N RES {ke Dastenasees 
ann 60 Geemererterer om tie wqmarC yard GE CIO. occ scc is ce cce see cencsassiseveweseees 
Wool. 


It will require one and a half pound of wool, washed on the sheep’s back, worth 30 cents per 
pound, for a square yard of cloth, viz: 











Proposed bill—One and a half pound wool, at 50 cents........ cece cece eee e eee eens $0 45 

ee OS enon er ee ee eee 10} 

a Oe Gs Be TROON SOI oko ke ee F 6S SCe we REE KT SESE Ree 24 
cnet! Beck ce see olla lh TCREER EE CERT TERT CREE CLE TT CORE TCT TT OTE TT 793 
Present law.—One and a half pound wool, at 30 cents..... vi eawas niin. FP 

I N,N ob shan Sawhe Ke nsae osde se aK ee dada aKa 14 
ee er ee Gained tran oa es EXECS Sk tae eR Hews 59 = 59 
a Sn ee ee re ery re rrr 
Loss by the proposed bill to the manufacturer on a square yard of cloth...............ee eee 


( Equal to 17 per cent.) 


THIRD MINIMUM OF TWO DOLLARS AND FIFTY CENTS PER SQUARE YARD. 


Cloth. 
Present duty on a square yard by existing law................0.... TCT Tree T TCT eT ee ‘ 
eet r er Tee er TT eee eee T ETT Tee Tee Terre Ee ee eee 
ace to meemetacinrer On & square Yard OF COU a o.oo seid cecnceeerdsdenedssveseveesess 
Wool. 


It will require one and a half pound of wool, washed on the shcep’s back, worth 60 cents per 
pound, for a square yard of cloth, viz: 











Proposed bill.—-One and a half pound wool, at 60 cents..........0ecece cess cece eee $0 90° 
EN ests Ue eweG nh ChE di h es bod CAS CIEE ER ME Ke OR 104 
ee ee SON Ok WRN BEG tics ec se enn on xkeew soos eeiaseanees 495 
“cpciuntslite tebe’ Repent, war. cosa, atau EEE PC CTT PTET CTTE CREE ET CPE TCL T CET 1 50 
Present law.—One and a half pound wool, at 60 cents...............00000- . $0 90 
EN 8 85565. uh RNDeWwaeed nud WeaWenedes kode ews 33 
ee ee SN basa rea oe Kee caw Neh odes eee KeREES NRE 1 23=—1 23 
rey OE.) So caive es cond dks bs KA CRATERMA RS EEN CRON URES AS Ke eaees 


Loss by the proposed bill to the manufacturer on a square yard ............ 000 c cece ee eee ees 


( Equal to 1? per cent.) 





ws bo 
oo — 
om 


r 


$0 363 
40 


$0 913 
1 00 


83 















1828.] DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 948 








ee 
FOURTH MINIMUM OF FOUR DOLLARS PER SQUARE YARD. 
Cloth. 
Present duty on a equere yard by existing law... ccs accsacccsccenceceecseciees $1 463 
Proposed duty by reported bill........... ccc cece cece cece cece cece tence nee t ee eeeeeeenees 1 76 
a i re I I FI iiss oie nbd deeeneeceerennn ede deesadesescesseeas 294 
Wool. 


It will require one and a half pound wool, washed on the sheep’s back, worth one dollar per 
pound, for a square yard of cloth, viz: 
































Proposed bill—One and a half pound of wool, at 100 cents ............00e cece ee eee $1 50 
I eet eee oor ova Raedbwsaduanadandes deenwe 104 
ee ee A VIE aio oan ha skeesceeccasaccveseseves 82 
ee ir ere re I a sa hank hseesnis dae edeceensceveweeaes 2 424 
Present law.—One and a half pound wool, at 100 cents...............0.00. $1 50 
I I I I ons ck Hieber piesa MenehiN eres tee 49 
ae ee Fe Se NO a og 5S ie ono ee een ene ienseswedeerieese 1 99 =1 99 
Sues Der Gees TINE ON) SI WOE. a oon ok vn cc cccc ccc wucvcecceveccueccetccacaseecees 434 
Loss by the proposed bill to the manufacturer on a square yard ........... cece cece cece eee 14 
( Equal to 34 per cent.) 
20TH _Coneress, ] No. 884. [1st Sesston. 
IN FAVOR OF INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
; COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 10, 1828. 


The memorial of a number of the citizens of Adams county, in the State of Pennsylvania, respectfully 
represents: That your memorialists, in common with their fellow-citizens of the grain-growing States, have 
labored for several years past under great depression from the reduced price of every article which we can 
produce, and a consequent depreciation of every kind of real property, ruinous to many individuals, and 
injurious to all classes of the community: which state of things we believe must exist as long as our 
workshops are in Europe. This distressing state of affairs we attribute solely to the want of that protection 
from Government which we think we are entitled to. Much has been said about monopoly by our own 
citizens taking advantage of high duties should the tariff be raised; but we have no fears of that kind, as 
our own experience has fully demonstrated the reverse. Witness our cotton goods, for which, were it not 
for the protection afforded the cotton manufacturers, we would yet be paying 25 cents per yard, as we 
formerly did, for cotton cloth inferior to what we can now get for 123 cents. 

The policy of manufacturing for ourselves is so plain and so well established by experience that the 
most sceptical can scarcely disbelieve it; but, lest any should yet uphold the old doctrine that it is more 
to our advantage to raise grain and sell it abroad, and import our clothing and other necessaries, than 
to manufacture those articles at home, we will state a case in point, and that upon the supposition that 
the British would take our produce in payment for their goods, (which, it is well known, they have not 
done for several years past, and probably never will, unless starvation compels them to it:) Suppose a 
farmer at Pittsburg (or any other place as far from a seaport) sends wool 300 miles by land to Phila- 
delphia, and 3,000 miles by water to England, to be made into cloth for himself and family; and sends 
flour, beef, pork, &c., the same distance by land and sea to feed the manufacturer and pay him for his 
labor; and then transports the manufactured article the same distances back by land and sea, subject to all 
risks, insurance, and foreign duties—would we suppose it a profitable trade? Would it not reduce the 
price of the exported article 200, 300, or 400 per cent., or enhance the price of the imported article to a 
great degree, or both? Place the manufacturer by the side of the agriculturist, and you insure the 
farmer a steady market and a fair price for his produce. 

The policy of protecting domestic manufactures by high duties is, in our opinion, so self-evident that 
we confidently believe had Congress, in 1890, or as soon as the Constitution gave it the power, laid on 
reasonable progressive duties, which would have secured to the manufacturer ample protection as soon 
as he was able to supply the wants of the country, we should, long ere this, not only have manufactured 
sufficient for ourselves of almost every article which we need, but now manufacture many articles upon 
such terms as to compete with the British in any market; of the truth of which our cotton fabrics afford 
abundant proof. . . 

Your memorialists, therefore, pray the National Legislature to lay such additional duties on woolen 
goods, wool, iron, hemp, foreign spirits, printed cottons, goods made of flax or hemp, and any other articles 
which we can produce, as will effectually protect our agriculturists and manufacturers against foreign 
competition and stratagem of every kind. 
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ON THE STATE OF THE FINANCES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 12, 1828. 


Mr. McDvrrie, from the Committee of Ways and Means, submitted the following report on the state of the 
public finances: 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES OF 1827. 


The actual receipts into the Treasury during the year 1827, as ascertained more precisely from the 
returns in the Treasury Department since the date of the annual report of the Secretary, amounted to 
$21,686,742 39. This sum was derived from the sources and in the proportions following: From the 
customs, $19,659,615 53; from the public lands, $1,437,549 92; from the stock owned by the Government 
in the Bank of the United States, $420,000; from arrears of internal duties and direct taxes, $79,721 62; 
from repayments of advances made in the War Department prior to the Ist July, 1815, $32,344 98; and 
from other miscellaneous sources, $57,510 34. The balance in the Treasury on the 31st December, 1826, 
excluding the sum of $1,000,000 which consists of debts due to the Government by insolvent banks, and 
cannot therefore, with any propriety, be denominated money in the Treasury, was $5,358,686 18. This 
sum added to the receipts of 1827 will exhibit an aggregate revenue of $27,045,428 57 applicable to the 
service of that year. 

The actual expenditures of the year 1827, as exhibited in a detailed statement from the Register of 
the Treasury, containing a comparative view of the expenditures of that and several preceding years, and 
herewith submitted, amounted to $22,331,218 53. It is here proper to remark, by way of explanation, 
that the committee have excluded from their statement of the revenue applicable to the service of the 
year 1827 the sum of $1,204,960, paid by the British Government to indemnify the claimants under the 
first article of the treaty of Ghent. This sum constitutes no part of the national revenue. Upon the 
same principle the committee have excluded from their statement of the national expenditures the sum of 
$402,951 73, paid out of that fund to the claimants under the award of the Commissioners appointed by 
this Government. 

By deducting, then, the sum of $22,331,218 53, the amount of the actual expenditures, from the sum 
of $27,045,428 57, the amount of the available revenue of the year 1827, it will be seen that there was a 
balance in the Treasury on the Ist of January, 1828, of $4,714,210 04. This balance, however, is subject 
to a charge of $3,980,000, being the amount of the unexpended balances of appropriations made previous 
to the Ist of January, 1828, which will yet be required to accomplish the objects for which the appropria- 
tions were originally made. But it is due to a just exposition of the financial resources of the Government, 
as applicable to objects for which new appropriations may be made, that the committee should state that 
our uniform experience warrants the anticipation that there will be at the close of the present year as large, 
or very nearly as large, a balance of unexpended appropriations as there was at its commencement. 


PUBLIC DEBT. 


The funded debt of the United States amounted on the 3lst of December, 1827, to $67,435,489 54. 
This sum includes the seven millions of five per cent. stock subscribed by the Government to the Bank of 
the United States, and for which the Government holds a full equivalent in stock of that bank. Throwing 
these seven millions out of the estimate, there remained on the 31st of December last, to be extinguished 
by appropriations of the public revenue, the sum of $60,435,489 54 of the public debt, consisting of the 
following descriptions and in the following proportions, viz: three per cent. stock, being the remainder of 
the debt of the Revclution, and redeemable at the pleasure of the Government, $13,296,247 70; six per 
stock, redeemable at various periods prior to the Ist of January, 1828, and of course now redeemable at 
the pleasure of the Government, $25,353,177 53; five per cent. stock, redeemable in the years 1831, ’82, 
and ’35, principally in the latter year, $5,792,000 20; and four and a half per cent. stock, redeemable in 
the years 1829, ’30, ’82, ’33, and ’34, principally in the year 1832, $15,994,064 11. To exhibit another 
view of the public debt, it may be useful to state that, exclusive of the stock subscribed to the Bank of 
the United States and the three per cent. stock, there is now redeemable all the six per cent. stock, 
amounting to $25,353,177 53; that there will be redeemable in 1829, including the foregoing, stock to the 
amount of $26,122,845 61; that there will be redeemable in 1830, including the foregoing, stock to the 
amount of $26,892,513 69; that there will be redeemable in 1831, including the foregoing, stock to the 
amount of $26,911,415 28; that there will be redeemable in 1832, including the foregoing, stock to the 
amount of $37,930,316; that there will be redeemable in 1833, including the foregoing, stock to the 
amount of $40,176,581 56; that there will be redeemable in 1834, including the foregoing, stock to the 
amount of $42,403,945 53; and that in 1835 there will be redeemable, including the foregoing, stock to 
the amount of $47,139,241 84. 

It is apparent, from the analysis last presented, that the public debt is in a condition to put the whole 
amount of the Sinking Fund in constant and active requisition, without applying any portion of it to the 
extinguishment either of the three per cent. stock or of the stock held by the Bank of the United States. 
Of the sum of ten millions annually applicable by a permanent law to the payment of the national debt, 
it required the last year something more than $3,500,000 to pay the current interest. In the process, 
however, of extinguishing the debt, there will be an annual and progressive diminution of the proportion 
of that fund applicable to the payment of interest, and a corresponding increase of the proportion appli- 
cable to the extinguishment of the debt. Taking the average of the next five years, it may be assumed 
that $7,250,000 of the Sinking Fund will be annually applicable to the payment of the principal. It 
follows that at the close of the year 1832, a year in which a large amount of the debt becomes redeem- 
able, there will remain to be extinguished of the debt then redeemable at the pleasure of the Government, 
if the Sinking Fund be faithfully applied, less than two millions of dollars, exclusive of the three per 
cent. stock and the stock held by the Bank of the United States. 

It also follows that, in the year 1835, when the whole debt becomes redeemable, the Sinking Fund 
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will be adequate to its entire extinguishment if the stock held by the Bank of the United States, and 
which cannot be justly considered a part of the national debt, be excluded from the estimate. This anti- 
cipation, however, 1s founded upon the supposition that the revenue will not be diminished. Whilst the 
committee look forward with much gratification to the period when the whole national debt shall be 
extinguished as to an era of which history furnishes scarcely an example, the reflection is forcibly 
suggested, that the revenue by which this extraordinary result will have been produced is almost entirely 
the contribution of our foreign commerce—a commerce which, though exposed to great vicissitudes and 
rendered by our own legislation tributary to other branches of industry, has, notwithstanding, carried 
forward the nation in a career of prosperity, since the late war, for which no parallel is to be found except 
in our own previous history, at a period when the wars of Europe threw into our hands the carrying trade 


of almost the whole commercial world, and gave us a market of unprecedented extent for the productions 
of our soil. 


ESTIMATE OF THE REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR 1828 AND FOR FUTURE YEARS. 


In forming an estimate of the probable amount of the revenue for future years, the portion of that 
yevenue which will be derived from sources other than foreign commerce is, comparatively, so inconsider- 
able and so little liable to fluctuation that the committee propose to confine their inquiries exclusively to 
the probable income from the customs, and to the effect produced, and likely to be produced, by the 
existing and contemplated regulations of the duties on imported merchandise. And, in the first place, the 
committee cannot concur with the Secretary of the Treasury in the opinion expressed in his annual report, 
that ‘to suppose the tariff of 1824 is at such a pitch as to affect injuriously the interests of foreign com- 
merce would be contrary to analogies afforded by the history of other commercial nations, and, thus far, 
to the experience of our own.” On the contrary, the committee see nothing in those analogies, or in that 
experience, to render it at all doubtful that foreign commerce is injuriously affected by every imposition 
upon it, even for the purposes of revenue merely; and that prohibitory duties, in the very nature of things, 
must diminish foreign commerce to a greater extent than they build up and sustain the substituted pro- 
ductions of domestic industry. 

The statistical combinations and comparisons from which the Secretary deduces the inference that 
the interests of foreign commerce have not been injuriously affected by the tariff of 1824 are not less 
liable to objection than his general reasgning on the subject. To state that the aggregate imports of the 
three years succeeding that tariff exceeded the aggregate imports of the three years preceding it, with- 
out stating also the notorious and extraordinary cause of that excess, is, in the opinion of the committee, 
a mode of laying premises by no means propitious to a legitimate conclusion. The unexampled specula- 
tions in cotton, the great staple of our exports, and the extraordinary rise in its price, resulting from those 
speculations, caused the imports of foreign merchandise in 1825 to exceed by nearly sixteen millions of 
dollars their amount in 1824, and by nearly nineteen millions their amount in 1823. To assume that this 
sudden and extraordinary increase of the quantity of foreign merchandise imported in 1825 resulted from 
the increased duties laid upon that merchandise by the act of the preceding year, would be nothing more 
than a fair illustration of the Secretary’s mode of reasoning. 

The committee might appeal, with much better reason, to the fact that the imports of the year 1827 
are fifteen millions of dollars less than they were in 1825, as an exemplification of the effect of the tariff 
of 1824. The just view of this subject, however, seems to be, that we have not yet reached a point from 
which the effect of that measure upon foreign commerce can be distinctly seen. In the few years imme- 
diately succeeding an increased tariff of duties, it is to be calculated that the prohibitory effect of the 
increase will not be very considerable, unless the duties are very high, as in the case of the tariff now 
proposed. The breaking up of established commerce and driving it from its accustomed channels is not 
the work of a moment. The foreign manufacturer cannot suddenly accommodate himself to the emergency 
in which he is placed. He must have a vent for his manufactures; and until he can either find a new 
market, or withdraw a portion of his capital from the business of manufactures, he finds it to be his interest 
to have a very bad market rather than none. Hence it is that the British manufacturer continues to 
export his fabrics in quantities gradually decreasing, and we shall continue to consume them, at enhanced 
prices, until the domestic manufacturer obtains possession of the home market. 

Another reason for rejecting the comparative view exhibited by the Secretary of the Treasury will 

be found in the progressive nature of unshackled commerce, particularly in a country growing rapidly in 
population and still more rapidly in wealth. A commerce which, in 1822, the first year in the series 
selected by the Secretary, amounted to eighty-three millions of dollars, ought, in the natural progress of 
population and wealth, to:amount in 1827, the last year of that series, to the still larger sum of at least 
ninety-five millions of dollars. And it is this larger sum with which the actual importations of 1827, 
amounting only to eighty-one millions of dollars, should be compared, in order to ascertain something 
like the effect of the existing tariff upon the foreign commerce of the country. 
_ It is also worthy of remark that the importations of every year since 1825 have been considerably 
increased by the anticipation of an increased tariff of duties on foreign manufactures of wool. There can 
be no doubt that such an anticipation, strengthened into confidence by the convention at Harrisburg, has 
very considerably increased the importations of the last year. 

Differing, as the committee do, with the Secretary of the Treasury as to the effect of the tariff of 
1824 on the commerce of the country, they are constrained to differ with him still more decidedly as to 
the effect of a further increase of the duties on foreign merchandise. And here it may be proper to 
remark, that the only authority under which the Secretary of the Treasury acts, in presenting his annual 
report on the state of the finances to Congress, is a law which expressly enjoins it as his duty to prepare 
a report “containing estimates of the public revenue and public expenditure, and plans for improving and 
increasing the revenues, from time to time.” Whether the recommendation of high and prohibitory duties, 
professedly and exclusively designed to encourage domestic manufactures, by excluding those that are 
foreign, and inevitably tending to impair and diminish, instead of increasing and improving, the revenue, 
be a substantial observance or a direct violation of the authority under which the Secretary acts; and 
whether it is not calculated to impair the constitutional responsibility of the Executive for the President 
to devolve upon his subordinate officers the high duty of “recommending to the consideration of Congress 
such measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient,” it is the province rather of the House than of 
the committee to determine. The committee, without stopping to question the authority of the Secretary, 
felt it to be proper that they should ascertain the precise rates of duty which he deemed it expedient to 
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impose on “woolen goods and foreign wool, on fine cotton goods, on bar-iron,.and on hemp,” and, with 
this view, directed their chairman to address him a letter of inquiry. The chairman complied with this 
direction, and received from the Secretary the following project for a;tariff of duties to be laid on the 
articles in question: : ; 

“All foreign manufactures of wool, or of which wool is a component part, (except blankets and 
worsted stuff goods,) the cost of which abroad does not exceed fifty cents the square yard, to be deemed 
to have cost fifty cents, and pay a duty of forty per cent. ad valorem until the 30th September, 1899. 
forty-five per cent. until the 30th September, 1830; and fifty per cent. after the latter date. All manu. 
factures of the same kind that cost more than fifty cents the square yard, but not more than two dollars 
and fifty cents, to be deemed to have cost the latter sum, and pay an ad valorem duty as above. Aj] 
that cost more than two dollars and fifty cents, but not more than four dollars, to be deemed to have cogt 
four dollars, and pay duty as above. All that cost more than four dollars, but not more than six, to be 
deemed to have cost six, and pay duty as above; and ail that cost more than six dollars to pay ad valorem 
duty at the same rate. The duty on foreign wool, costing more than eight cents a pound ina foreign 
country, to be twenty cents per pound, and be increased two and a half cents annually until it amounts 
to fifty cents. 

“2. Fine cotton goods. I would propose, as expedient, under this head, that an additional duty of 
five cents the square yard be imposed on all printed or colored cotton goods. 

“3. Bar iron. The duty on hammered bar iron to be increased to one dollar and twelve cents the 
hundred weight. 

“4, Hemp. The duty on hemp to be increased at the rate of five per cent. per annum until it amounts 
to forty-eight dollars a ton, instead of thirty-five dollars, the present rate of duty.” 

To remove the disguise which the artificial and arbitrary scheme of valuation recommended hag 
thrown over the proposed tariff of duties on woolen manufactures, the committee beg leave to present a 
practical analysis, the result of careful calculation and inquiry, exhibiting the rate of duty ad valorem 
proposed to be laid on the various descriptions of imported woolen goods, having reference both to their 
actual cost at the place of exportation and to the classes of our citizens by whom they are consumed. 

Under the first minimum, of fifty cents, will be embraced the following articles, principally used by 
farmers, mechanics, and laborers of every description, and chargeable with the following duties, viz: 

Plains, costing from 24 to 44 cents the square yard, will pay from 63 to 116 per cent. ad valorem; 
making an average of 893 per cent. 

The quality principally consumed costs 29 cents, and will pay 95 per cent. 

Paddings, costing from 12 to 29 cents, will pay from 95 to 233 per cent.; making an average of 164 
per cent. 

The quality principally consumed costs 18 cents, and will pay 152 per cent. 

Flannels. The lower qualities, costing from 14 to 44 cents, will pay from 63 to 198 per cent, 
making an average of 131 per cent. 

The quality principally consumed costs 22 cents, and will pay 126 per cent. 

Bocking and baizes, costing from 94 to 23 cents, will pay from 120 to 294 per cent.; making an 
average of 207 per cent. 

The quality principally used costs 14 cents, and will pay 198 per cent. 

Baizes, costing from 16 to 33 cents, will pay from 83 to 174 per cent.; making an average of 123} 
per cent. 

The quality principally consumed costs 24 cents, and will pay 116 per cent. 

Serges, costing from 17 to 27 cents, will pay from 102 to 163 per cent.; making an average of 132} 
per cent. 

The quality principally consumed costs 22 cents, and will pay 129 per cent. 

Caroline plaids, costing from 14 to 22 cents, will pay from 126 to 198 per cent.; making an average 
of 1621 per cent. 

The quality principally consumed costs 17 cents, and will pay 164 per cent. 

Drab kerseys, costing from 29 to 50 cents, will pay from 56 to 95 per cent.; making an average of 
753 per cent. 

Swansdown, costing from 18 to 50 cents, will pay from 56 to 154 per cent.; making an average of 
105 per cent. 

The quality principally consumed costs 32 cents, and will pay 87 per cent. 

Kerseynettes, costing from 18 to 36 cents, will pay from 76 to 154 per cent.; making an average of 115 
per cent. 

The quality principally consumed costs 29 cents, and will pay 95 per cent.. 

Coatings, costing from 16 to 50 cents, will pay from 56 to 172 per cent.; making an average of 109 
per cent. 

Flushings and lionskins, costing from 29 to 50 cents, will pay from 56 to 95 per cent.; making an 
average of 75} per cent. 

Pelisse cloths, costing from 37 to 50 cents, will pay from 56 to 74 per cent.; making an average of 
70 per cent. 

Broadcloths, costing from 32 to 50 cents, will pay from 56 to 86 per cent.; making an average of 1 
per cent. 

Under the second minimum will be embraced, in the opinion of experienced importing merchants, 
woolen goods to the amount of four and a half millions of dollars, of qualities consumed by all classes 
of the community, known by the denominations and chargeable with the duties following, viz: 

Coatings, costing from 50 to 79 cents the square yard, will pay from 177 to 281 per cent.; making an 
average of 229 per cent. 

Drab kerseys, costing from 50 to 156 cents, will pay from 89 to 281 per cent.; making an average of 
185 per cent. 

Flannels, costing from 50 to 58 cents, will pay from 240 to 281 per cent.; making an average of 260} 
per cent. 

Toilinettes, costing from 50 to 146 cents, will pay from 94 to 281 per cent.; making an average of 187} 
per cent. 

Swansdown, costing from 50 to 88 cents, will pay from 159 to 281 per cent.; making an average of 
220 per cent. 
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Ladies’ cloths, costing from 68 to 177 cents, will pay from 78 to 194 per cent.; making an average of 
6 per cent. 
" The quality principally consumed costs 124 cents, and will pay 182 per cent. 

Pelisse cloths, costing from 50 to 67 cents, will pay from 197 to 281 per cent.; making an average of 
939 per cent. ; ; 

Carpeting, costing from 50 to 66 cents, will pay from 210 to 281 per cent.; making an average for 
almost all the carpeting imported of 245} per cent. 

Cassimeres, costing from 52 to 146 cents, will pay from 95 to 268 per cent.; making an average for 
nearly all the cassimeres imported of 131} per cent. 

Broadcloths, costing from 88 to 132 cents, will pay from 104 to 159 per cent.; making an average of 
118 per cent, 

proadcloths, costing from 132 to 176 cents, will pay from 79 to 104 per cent.; making an average of 
914 per cent. 

 Broadcloths, costing from 159 to 212 cents, will pay from 68 to 87 per cent.; making an average of 
{11 per cent. 

~iader the third minimum, of four dollars, will be embraced none but fine broadcloths consumed by 
the wealthy, costing from 250 to 317 cents. These will pay from 71 to 90 per cent.; making an average 
of 804 per cent. 

The fourth minimum, of six dollars, will have very little operation, because scarcely any of the 
imported cloths cost more than four dollars the square yard. 

It will be seen that, in the foregoing analysis, the committee have translated British into American 
denominations of currency, and running yards into square yards. It will be also perceived that, under 
each minimum, goods of the lowest prices are chargeable with the highest rates of duty. Another remark 
may not be improper by way of explanation. The committee have added two per cent. for shipping 
charges to the minimum valuation, and ten per cent. on the value thus produced, in conformity with what 
they understand to be the custom-house construction of analogous provisions in the act of 1816. If, 
however, the general provisions of that act relative to the valuation of goods paying ad valorem duties 
should not be construed to apply to the artificial valuation fixed by the plan of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, a reduction will have to be made from the rates of duty set down by the committee of a little 
more than one-tenth part of those rates respectively. This, however, would render it necessary to add 
the two and the ten per cent. above mentioned to the actual cost or value of goods in the foreign country, 
which would increase the duties on goods costing prices a little below the several minimums to points 
beyond the rates set down by the committee. For example: goods costing 46 cents would be raised from 
the first to the second minimum, and, instead of paying 60 per cent., would pay 271 per cent. The result 
would be a great increase of the duties on goods near and below the minimums, where the duties are 
lowest, and a diminution of them very inconsiderably in other parts of the scale where they are so 
much above the point of prohibition that the diminution would have no practical effect. 

Having thus presented an exposition of the duties on woolen goods proposed by the Secretary, the 
committee think proper, as equally connected with the probable legislation of Congress, in a manner 
affecting the revenue, to exhibit a similar exposition of the scale of duties proposed by the Committee on 
Manufactures. 

Under the first minimum relative to woolen goods, those which cost 50 cents and under that sum per 
square yard will be subject to a duty of 16 cents per square yard. It results that— 

Plains, costing from 24 to 44 cents, will pay from 34 to 67 per cent.; average, 504 per cent. 

Paddings, costing from 12 to 29 cents, will pay from 55 to 133 per cent.; average, 94 per cent. 

Flannels, costing from 14 to 44 cents, will pay from 34 to 114 per cent.; average, 74 per cent. 

Bockings and baizes, costing from 9} to 23 cents, will pay from 69 to 168 per cent.; average, 1184 
per cent. 

Baizes, costing from 16 to 33 cents, will pay from 48 to 100 per cent.; average, 74 per cent. 

Serges, costing from 17 to 27 cents, will pay from 67 to 94 per cent.; average, 803 per cent. 

Caroline plaids, costing from 14 to 22 cents, will pay from 73 to 114 per cent.; average, 934 per cent. 

Drab kerseys, costing from 29 to 50 cents, will pay from 32 to 55 per cent.; average, 434 per cent. 

Swansdown, costing from 18 to 50 cents, will pay from 32 to 89 per cent.; average, 603 per cent. 

Kerseynettes, costing from 18 to 36 cents, will pay from 44 to 89 per cent.; average, 6634 per cent. 

Coatings, costing from 16 to 50 cents, will pay from 32 to 100 per cent.; average, 66 per cent. 

Flushings and lionskins, costing from 29 to 40 cents, will pay from 40 to 55 per cent.; average, 474 
per cent. 

Pelisse cloths, costing from 37 to 50 cents, will pay from 32 to 43 per cent.; average, 374 per cent. 

Broadcloths, costing from 32 to 50 cents, will pay from 32 to 50 per cent.; average, 41 per cent. 

Under the second minimum, goods costing more than 50 cents and not more than 100 cents will be 
subject to a duty of 40 cents the square yard. It follows that— 

Coatings, costing from 51 to 79 cents, will pay from 51 to 80 per cent.; average, 65} per cent. 

Flannels, costing from 51 to 58 cents, will pay from 69 to 80 per cent.; average, 744 per cent. 

Swansdown, costing from 51 to 88 cents, will pay from 45 to 80 per cent.; average, 62} per cent. 

Carpeting, costing from 41 to 66 cents, will pay from 60 to 80 per cent.; average, 70 per cent. 

Pelisse cloths, costing from 51 to 67 cents, will pay from 59 to 80 per cent.; average, 69} per cent. 

There will be asmall quantity of drab kerseys, toilinettes, ladies’ cloths, and cassimeres included under 
this minimum which will pay from 45 to 80 per cent., making an average of 67} per cent. Under the 
third minimum, goods costing more than 100 cents and not more than 250 cents will be subject to a duty 
of 100 cents the square yard. It follows that 

Drab kerseys, costing from 191 to 156 cents, will pay from 64 to 99 per cent.; average, 81} per cent. 

Toilinettes, costing from 101 to 146 cents, will pay from 68 to 99 per cent.; average, 83} per cent. 

Ladies’ cloths, costing from 101 to 177 cents, will pay from 57 to 99 per cent.; average, 78 per cent. 

Cassimeres, costing from 101 to 146 cents, will pay from 68 to 99 per cent.; average, 835 per cent. 

Broadcloths, costing from 101 to 132 cents, will pay from 75 to 99 per cent.; average, 87 per cent. 

Broadcloths, costing from 132 to 176 cents, will pay from 57 to 75 per cent.; average, 66 per cent. 

Broadcloths, costing from 159 to 212 cents, will pay from 47 to 63 per cent.; average, 5 per cent. 

Under the fourth minimum, goods costing more than 250 cents and not more than $4 the square yard 

shall be deemed to have cost $4, and be subject to a duty of 40 per cent. on that valuation. 
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This provision will embrace all the fine broadcloths, costing from 250 to 317 cents, and will impose 
duties of from 564 to 71 per cent.; making an average of 632 per cent. on the actual cost. 

The committee will now present a statement, on the authority of the most intelligent and respectable 
importing merchants in the United States, of the rates of duty now payable on cotton manufactures, and 
a comparative statement of the duties which those manufactures will pay under the recommendations of 
the Secretary of the Treasury and of the Committee on Manufactures, respectively. The proposed increase 
of five cents per square yard, recommended by the Secretary of the Treasury, is applicable only to printed 
and colored fabrics; but it is to be remarked that these constitute more than three-fourths of our present 
importations, as will be seen by reference to the Treasury statements. The increase proposed by the 
Committee on Manufactures, of 14 cent the square yard, applies to all kinds of cotton manufactures. The 
following are the existing and proposed rates of duty. 





proposed by‘ 


the Secretary. 


Present duty. 
Duty proposed by 
the Committee on 


Duty’ 





Per cent. | Per cent.| Per cent. 


Prints Or CAlICOES. ceseesceccseccveccees cece 45 75 523 
Cotton CASSIMETES 2... eeeeee ses eeeeeese cess 53 87 62 
Ginghams ...cereccecescccesvecsceescveseses 45 75 52} 
Plate calicOes .. ..sccccccccceccceccccce cess 80 133 93 
Cotton handkerchiefs .....0.eeeeee veces cess 52 87} 61 
Cambric MUSIINS........ccccescecseeccesoees 50 50 58 
Cambrics,"6-4 Wide ...... cesessceeccees ovens: 663 663 78 
Sarcenet CaMbrics..cecesecesececcsscvescees 70 70 81 














It is here proper to remark that all the above descriptions of goods are now actually imported and 
pay at the custom-house the rates of duty above stated under the head of “present duty.” Of course, 
under the existing tariff, the consumers of cotton goods now actually pay, for the protection of the 
domestic manufacturer, high rates of duty on the foreign articles imported, and still higher rates upon the 
coarser fabrics supplied by our own manufacturers, in consequence of the exclusion of their foreign rivals, 

The committee will here make a single remark on the comparative effects upon the revenue of the 
schemes presented by the Secretary of the Treasury and the Committee on Manufactures relative to 
woolens. Though the duties proposed in the latter scheme are more equally laid upon the different 
qualities of goods and are less in amount, this committee regard the difference as being merely a nominal 
one; the duties in both cases rising, with very unimportant exceptions, to the point of ultimate, not 
distant, and, in most instances, immediate prohibition. Duties which amount to 56 per cent. will result 
in prohibition, and those which amount to 281 per cent. can do no more. It is obvious, therefore, that the 
duties proposed by the Committee on Manufactures, ranging principally from 60 to 80 per cent., are as 
effectually prohibitory as the more unmeasured impositions proposed by the Secretary of the Treasury. 
If, indeed, a doubt could be entertained as to the prohibitory character of the lowest average of the 
duties proposed, that doubt would constitute a conclusive objection to their imposition. For, if the 
foreign manufacture can be imported and sold, for any considerable length of time, as cheap as the 
domestic manufacture, after paying 20 per cent. for the charges and profits incident to its importation 
and 56 per cent. duty, making an aggregate of 76 per cent., it would seem to the committee that no 
principle of sound policy, under any of the conflicting theories of political economy, would give counte- 
nance to a measure involving a permanent imposition so excessive upon the consumers of woolen goods 
for the benefit of the manufacturers. 

It may be asserted, indeed, without any qualification, that duties upon foreign merchandise can 
afford protection to the rival productions of domestic industry only by prohibition. A home market cannot 
be provided for the domestic but by the exclusion of the foreign production. The direct and necessary 
effect, therefore, of protecting duties, if they really accomplish their professed object, is the exclusion of 
foreign merchandise—at least to the extent that a home market is provided for the substituted articles of 
domestic industry. But this is not all. In all cases where high duties are necessary to afford adequate 
protection, foreign commerce must, in the nature of things, be diminished to a greater extent than 
domestic industry is encouraged. For, in the cases supposed, the encouragement is given to the pro- 
tected articles by raising their price at least 56 per cent. above that at which similar articles could be 
imported. A considerable increase of the price of any given article must, upon obvious principles, 
diminish its consumption. If, therefore, the effect of a protecting duty be to diminish the aggregate 
quantity of the protected article consumed by the community, it results, as an unavoidable consequence, 
that, for a given quantity of the domestic production substituted, there must be a still greater quantity 
of the rival foreign production excluded. In treating as prohibitory the proposed duties on the great 
mass of the woolen and cotton manufactures now imported trom abroad, the committee, therefore, desire 
to be considered as using terms with due consideration, and in their strict and proper acceptation. 

They now propose to inquire into the extent of this prohibition, and to trace its operation upon the 
foreign commerce and upon the revenue of the country. The whole amount of the importations of woolen 
manufactures in the year 1826 was $8,431,974 ; the whole amount of their importations in 1827 was 
$8,661,740. This statement exhibits an increase of the importations in 1827 beyond what they were in 
1826 of $229,766. In the tariff of 1824 certain descriptions of woolens were exempted from the general 
provision of the law imposing a duty of 334 per cent. on woolen manufactures, and subjected to a duty of 
25 per cent. only. The importations of woolen manufactures, subject to the higher rate of ad valorem 
duty, and of carpeting, subject to a still higher specific duty, amounted in 1826 to $6,571,031, and in 
A827 only to $6,293,160—exhibiting a decrease in the importations of woolens subject to the higher 
duties of $277,871. 

The importations of woolens subject to the lower rate of duty amounted in 1826 to $1,860,943, and 
in 1827 to $2,368,580—exhibiting an increase of the importations of this description of woolens amount- 
ing to $508,637. When it is recollected that the importations of 1826 were made at the very crisis of the 
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reaction produced by the extraordinary speculations and excessive importations of 1825, a just inference 
may be drawn from the comparative statement above presented as to the effect of the tariff of 1824. It 
will be seen that the importation in 1827 of woolen goods subject to the higher rate of duty was less than 
in the year preceding ; whereas, from the natural increase and recovering state of our commerce, as well 
as from a reference to the importations of woolens paying only 25 per cent. duty, a considerable increase 
ought to have been exhibited. The committee will here remark, in further illustration of the effect of the 
tariff of 1824, that the average importations of woolens for the three years preceding it amounted to 
$8,981,936, being an excess of $320,196 beyond the importations of 1827. 

The importations of the descriptions of woolen manufactures which fall under the operation of the 
high duties recommended by the Secretary of the Treasury amounted in 1827 to upwards of six millions 
of dollars. A recurrence to the analysis presented by the committee will show that the great mass 
of woolens embraced in the scheme of duties proposed by the Secretary will be chargeable with 
more than 100 per cent., a considerable proportion with more than 200 per cent., and but a small 
quantity with less than 70 per cent. The committee, therefore, think they are quite within bounds when 
they assume five millions as the amount of woolen manufactures that will be excluded, and speedily 
excluded, if the duties recommended shall be imposed upon the foreign manufacture. They believe it may 
be assumed, with equal confidence, that a duty of five cents the square yard, in addition to the exist- 
ing duty on cotton manufactures, will exclude the foreign manufactures to the amount of $3,500,000 

When to these prohibitions those of raw wool, bar iron, and hemp are added, it will not be extrava- 
gant to estimate the curtailment of foreign commerce by the proposed duties at ten millions of dollars 
within a few years after their imposition. Making every allowance for the increased rate of duties that 
will be collected on the remaining importations of the articles under consideration, the committee cannot 
estimate the annual loss of revenue resulting from the duties proposed by the Secretary of the Treasury 
at less than $4,000,000. And here the committee cannot but pause for a moment to contemplate the 
singular and extraordinary spectacle of an officer who presides over the finances of a nation recommend- 
ing a scheme of revenue which, at the same time that it will diminish the national income $4,000,000 
per annum, will increase the burdens of the community beyond all example in time of peace, and fully 
equal to any in time of war! It is due, however, as well to the station of the officer in question as to 
the magnitude of the national interest involved, that the grounds upon which he places his recommenda- 
tion should be fairly stated and dispassionately examined. And the committee cannot but express their 
regret that the views of the Secretary have not been presented in propositions more distinct, and in 
language less ambiguous. That they may not, however, do injustice to his opinion as to the effect of 
the proposed measure upon foreign commerce, they will state it in his own words: “The opening of new 
objects of labor, (says the Secretary,) by multiplying the occupations of men, has also increased the 
public prosperity. This has produced an increased ability to buy all articles of consumption whensoever 
obtained. Hence foreign trade has not declined, of which we have the incontestable evidence just stated, 
whilst new domestic resources in manufacturing labor have been unfolding themselves. As the latter are 
more amply brought out it is confidently anticipated that the former will become wider and more enriching 
in its range.” As far as the committee are able to comprehend the specific bearing of the words and 
sentences just quoted, they interpret them to mean that the loss which foreign commerce will sustain by 
excluding the foreign articles in question will be amply compensated by the increased importation of 
other foreign merchandise which the augmented wealth of the people will enable them to purchase and 
consume, 

Believing that this opinion as to the effect of the proposed tariff on foreign commerce is utterly 
destitue of any just foundation, and that it can only find cover under the vagueness and generality of the 
terms in which it is expressed, the committee will now attempt to remove the veil from it by exhibiting a 
practical view of the effect of the proposed increase of duties on the wealth of the nation. Assuming 
that it will exclude foreign manufactures, or, which is the same thing, give effective protection to domestic 
manufactures, to the extent of $10,000,000, it remains to be ascertained how and to what extent the various 
interests of the country will be affected by the change. In the first place, then, it is conceded that the 
price of the manufactured articles in question will be enhanced, and the only doubt is as to the extent 
and duration of the enhancement. The present duty upon woolens is 374 per cent., and the testimony of 
the persons engaged in the manufacture allege that it is grossly inadequate. The very lowest duty in the 
scheme recommended by the Secretary of the Treasury is 56 per cent., and that is applicable only to a 
very inconsiderable portion of the woolens imported. Upon the great mass of them it is double that rate. 
It is presumed, therefore, that the manufacturers, while asking duties of from 56 to 281 per cent., will 
admit that at least 56 per cent. is necessary to give them protection, or, in other words, to exclude their 
foreign rivals. If this be granted, it conclusively shows that the price of domestic manufactures, in order 
to give them adequate protection, must be raised 56 per cent. above what the foreign manufactures would 
cost in our market if it were not for the duties imposed by the Government. ‘The effect, then, of the 
proposed duties will be to raise the price of woolen manufactures, as well domestic as foreign, eighteen 
and a half per cent. at least above their present rates, and 56 per cent. above the price at which the 
foreign manufacture could be obtained, after paying all the expenses of importation and the profits of the 
importing merchant, if it were not for the duties. It has been estimated that cach individual of the United 
States, upon a general average, consumes annually woolens of the value of six dollars. The total annual 
consumption of woolens in the United States amounts, upon this supposition, to $72,000,000. Buta 
considerable proportion of this is household manufacture made and consumed by the same persons, 
and consequently not affected one way or the other by high duties. If it be assumed that only one-third 
of the woolens consumed are imported and manufactured for sale, it follows that the consumers of that 
manufacture will pay an annual tax of $13,440,000 upon that single branch of consumption, calculating 
the duty at 56 per cent. Of the $24,000,000 of woolens purchased and consumed, about three millions, it 
is estimated, will still continue to be imported under the lowest rates of the existing and proposed duties. 
It results that the duty of 56 per cent. upon $21,000,000, amounting to $11,760,000, will be @ tax upon the 
consumers of woolens for the benefit of those who make them; and that the duty on the three millions of 
imported woolens will be a tax paid also by the consumers for the support of Government. 

Assuming that the consumption of cotton manufactures, which, under the proposed tariff, will be 
made in the United States for sale, will be equal to that of woolen manufactures, it will follow that, as 
those manufactures will pay an average of duty nearly equal to 56 per cent., the consumers of cotton 
manufactures will pay a tax for the benefit of the domestic manufactures nearly equal to that paid by the 
consumers of woolens. The committee will estimate it, however,at only $10,240,000. 
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The first step, then, in this process of ‘“‘inducting” the nation to wealth is to enhance the price of 
clothing, one of the primary necessaries of life, to a point involving an increase of the annual expenditure 
of the people for that object of $22,000,000, for the benefit of the manufacturers of woolen and cotton 
goods, in addition to what they will still pay on imported cotton and woolen goods for the support of 
Government. 

But the effect of domestic manufactures in enhancing the price of the surplus produce of the farmer 
is strongly relied upon as an equivalent for the increased price of those manufactures. ‘The effect upon 
agricultural prices (says the Secretary) produced by the perpetual presence of armies in a country will 
not too strongly illustrate the extent of the benefit that the manufacturing class renders to the class of 
farmers.” The committee would respectfully add, that the illustration of the Secretary is equally appro- 
priate to show the national expense at which, by the plan proposed, the farmer is insured, if insured at 
all, a high price for his grain. For it is confidently believed that an army might be maintained at an 
annual expense much below $22,000,000 of an extent sufficient to consume as much of the productions of 
the farmer as all the persons who manufacture cotton and woolen goods for sale in the United States. 

But conceding to the utmost extent the alleged effect of manufactures in raising the price of grain 
and wool, it is by no means a clear proposition that this enhancement of price adds anything more to the 
national wealth than does the enhancement of the price of manufactures. On the contrary, it seems to 
the committee that the wealth of the nation is diminished precisely in the proportion that the prices of 
clothing and food are increased by the artificial means of human legislation. If the mass of the com- 
munity who consume manufactures and do not make them are compelled, by the effect of legislative 
prohibitions, to pay $22,000,000 more for clothing than if such prohibitions had not taken place; and 
if the great majority of the community who consume grain and wool and do not make them for sale 
are compelled, in like manner, to pay an enhanced price for these articles while the price of all other 
articles remains unaltered, it is extremely obvisus that the wealth of the great body of the people is 
diminished precisely in the degree that the difficulty of obtaining food and clothing is increased by the 
enhancement of their prices. If the sellers of wool, of grain, and of manufactures, were the only persons 
in the community, it might be a question between them whether the enhancement of the price of manu- 
factures would not be compensated by a corresponding enhancement of the price of wool and grain. But 
as these constitute a minority of the people in every State in the Union, and a very small minority in the 
Union at large, it strikes the committee as an extraordinary mode of consoling the majority for the 
enhanced price of one of the great necessaries of life, to tell them they will have the privilege of paying an 
equally enhanced price for another. 

It thus appears that the second step of the process by which it is proposed to enrich the nation is to 
increase the difficulty of obtaining bread, the first necessary of life, and wool, a principal element in the 
price of woolen cloths, by raising their relative prices, 

The committee regard it as a very clear proposition that the wealth of the nation cannot be increased 
by enhancing the price of any of its productions, except the great staples of exportation. The higher 
the price we obtain for these from foreign nations, the more, undoubtedly, we add to the national wealth. 

But it is obvious that the scheme of the Secretary of the Treasury proposes to enhance the price of 
manufactures of grain and of raw wool in our own markets only. The attempt, indeed, would be impotent 
to extend the enhancement by our legislation to foreign markets. 

With a view of exposing and illustrating more fully the fallacy of the notion that high prices, however 
produced and by whomsoever paid, constitute national wealth, the committee will suppose the Government 
had the power to promulgate and enforce a decree raising the price of grain from one to two dollars a 
bushel. Though this would be denounced as an arbitrary stretch of power, it would be no more than 
doing directly what the Secretary proposes to do indirectly. And what would be its effect? While it 
would neither increase nor diminish the aggregate wealth of the community—and in this it would have 
a decided advantage over the scheme of the Secretary—it would diminish that of the consumers of grain 
precisely as much as it would increase that of the sellers. 

The delusion which unfortunately prevails on the subject of high prices is to be ascribed to the 
change which took place in the corn laws of Great Britain in 1819. During the years 1817 and 1818, in 
the hope of relieving the general distress of the laboring classes, the British Government relaxed the 
general policy of the corn laws and permitted the free importation of grain. The result was an extension 
of the market for our grain, and an enhancement of its price almost beyond any former precedent. This 
was a real increase of the national wealth, because foreigners paid us the enhanced price of our 
grain. In the grain-growing States the prices of lands rose in proportion to the rise in the prices of 
their productions, and large investments were made by capitalists. When the British Government 
resumed their ancient and established policy in relation to corn, and prohibited, in effect, its importation 
from abroad, great embarrassment unavoidably fell upon the exporters of grain in this country. Real 
estates sunk from their inflated to a point below their natural value, and grain to a point below its 
natural price. In this state of things it is not surprising that the grain-selling farmers should have 
labored under the temporary delusion that high prices constituted the chief good, and low prices the 
chief evil, without any regard to the question whether those prices were paid by foreigners or by our 
own citizens. But the wonder seems to be, that after the crisis has passed away which produced this 
delusion among the farmers it should be gravely taken up and propagated by our statesmen as the 
basis of a permanent system of legislation. The truth is, that low prices of subsistence and clothing, and 
high prices of labor and profits of capital, are the real indications of national wealth. The just criterion 
of the wealth of a nation is the facility with which its citizens can obtain the necessaries and comforts of 
life; and the committee have yet to learn that an enhancement of the prices of those necessaries and 
comforts will increase the facility of obtaining them. If this were the case, the British laborer, who pays 
two dollars a bushel for grain, would be in a more enviable condition than the citizen of Ohio or Kentucky, 
who pays less than a tenth part of that price. To illustrate this view of the subject a little further, the 
committee will suppose the Government endowed with the attribute of creative power, and that it should 
suddenly increase the grain, wool, and manufactured articles in the United States to double the existing 
quantity. This would undoubtedly be a more godlike and beneficent exercise of power than it would be 
to double the price without increasing the quantity of the articles in question. It is obvious that it would 
double the wealth of the nation, so far as it consisted in those articles, and yet it would certainly diminish 
the price of them in the same proportion. 

There is another cause, still more deep and permanent than the one heretofore suggested, for the 
prevalence of the notion that high prices constitute national wealth; and it is one which is worthy of the 
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most earnest consideration. History warrants the committee in the assertion that all that branch of 
legislation which bears directly upon the pecuniary interests of society, and aims to effect the distribution 
of its wealth, has been exclusively controlled, in all countries, by the various descriptions of capitalists. 
And it is a fact, as lamentable as it is curious, in relation to our own Government, ‘that while on every 
other subject the poorer classes of society have a very great influence upon the legislation of Congress— 
so much so that even their mistaken prejudices are sometimes encouraged by the representative—yet in 
the branch of legislation which we are considering they have heretofore had no more influence, and their 
interests have been no more regarded, than if capital and not numbers were the basis of our representation. 

If, then, it be true that capital controls this branch of legislation, it will be at once perceived how 
the notion has obtained currency that high prices constitute national prosperity. It is the undoubted 
interest of capitalists, in other words, of those who sell, to enhance the prices of their productions; but it 
is as undoubtedly the interest of the great body of the people, in other words, of those who purchase, that 
the price of those productions should be diminished. The history of this branch of British legislation is 
nothing more nor less than a history of the coalitions formed between the different descriptions of 
capitalists—the landholders on the one hand and the manufacturers on the other—to compel all the other 
classes of society to pay enhanced prices for their productions. Whether in this instance the fatal career 
of English legislation will be followed up to its final results in this country will depend, in the opinion of 
the committee, upon the art of the capitalist in disguising his exactions, and the liability of the consumer 
to be imposed upon by false pretences. 

It will be perceived by the House that the foregoing examination of the effect of the proposed duties 
on foreign merchandise has been designed to ascertain whether the increased wealth of the community, 
supposed to result from those duties, will be such as to enable the nation to import other foreign merchandise, 
beyond its present consumption, equivalent to the manufactures proposed to be excluded. ‘The committee, 
it will be seen, have entirely failed to discover any such increased resources. On the contrary, it seems 
clear to the committee that the capacity of the people to purchase other foreign merchandise will be 
diminished in proportion to the increased price they will have to pay for the kinds of articles which shall 
be excluded. Indeed, it strikes them as being a paradox, almost too extravagant for grave consideration, 
to say that we shall increase the capacity of the people to purchase luxuries by compelling them to pay 
much higher prices for the two cardinal necessaries of life. And yet this paradox is the only foundation 
upon which the Secretary of the Treasury indulges the anticipation that other branches of foreign commerce 
will spring up from the ruins of that which he proposes to destroy. While contemplating with a too 

artial and exclusive solicitude the benefits which may result to the domestic manufacturers from the 
prohibitory system, he seems to overlook entirely its deleterious and desolating effect upon the wide range 
of interests inseparably connected with those branches of foreign commerce it proposes to annihilate. 

The committee will now proceed to exhibit a brief view of the condition of those interests, and the 
peril in which they stand, together with estimates of their value. The first great interest that will be 
injuriously affected will be that of the agricultural staples of cotton, rice, and tobacco. The magnitude, 
and the national importance of this interest requires that the bearing of the proposed prohibitions upon it 
should be fully examined. The whole amount of the national exports of domestic productions in 1826 was 
$53,058,710. The export of cotton, tobacco, and rice, amounted in that year to $32,289,867, and that of 
cotton alone amounted to $25,025,214. The committee have grounds for believing that of the exports of 
1827, that of the staples in question bears a still greater proportion to the whole amount than in the year 
preceding; and that the export of cotton alone amounts to fully one-half of the whole export of domestic 
productions. It follows that nearly three-fifths of the foreign merchandise imported for consumption is 
paid for by the staples under consideration, and nearly one-half by cotton alone. It is equally apparent 
that these staples contribute to supply at least one-half of the revenue which the Government derives from 
the imposts—the only source of the national income which involves taxation. A proper understanding of 
the operation of our system of revenue, as far as regards its relative bearing upon the great interests of 
agriculture, commerce, and manufactures, will be promoted by a summary view of our imports. The whole 
value of foreign merchandise imported and consumed in the United States in 1826 was $60,434,865; of this 
sum $7,432,661 was of merchandise imported free of duty; a considerable proportion of which was for the 
use of the manufacturers, and almost all of which was imported into the manufacturing States in exchange 
for their productions, and consumed in those States. It results from this statement that the foreign 
merchandise imported in 1826, and which paid duties, amounted only to $53,002,204. In the same year 
the merchandise imported from Great Britain amounted to $26,131,869, consisting almost entirely of 
manufactures of cotton, wool, iron, flax, and hemp, paying the highest duties under the tariff of 1824; and 
the three first subjected to prohibitory duties by the scheme recommended by the Secretary of the Treasury. 
Of the $26,131,869 imported from Great Britain in 1826, the committee estimate the amount re-exported, 
with benefit of drawback, at $2,131,869; leaving $24,000,000 as the amount consumed in the United States, 
at least four-fifths of which was paid for by the agricultural staples of cotton, tobacco, and rice, and two- 
thirds of it by cotton alone. The importations from France in 1826 amounted to $8,329,691; of this the 
amount re-exported, with the benefit of drawback, may be estimated at $1,829,691; leaving $6,500,000 as 
the amount consumed in the United States, and almost the whole of which was paid for by cotton. The 
net revenue which accrued in 1826 from the imported merchandise which actually paid duties (amounting, 
as before stated, to $53,002,204) was a little upwards of $20,000,000. 

The foregoing statement is designed for the two-fold purpose of showing the dependence of the 
national revenue upon those branches of our foreign commerce which are sustained, almost entirely, by 
the exports of cotton, tobacco, and rice, and the inseparable connexion and mutual dependence which 
subsists between the export trade in those staples, and the continued importation of those articles of 
foreign merchandise which it is the design, and will be the effect, of the proposed tariff to exclude. It 
may be safely assumed that upwards of $10,000,000 of the revenue which accrued from imposts in 1826 
was derived from merchandise obtained in exchange for the staples in question, and that upwards of five 
millions was derived from the descriptions of merchandise involved in the scope of the proposed prohibi- 
tions. It is against the great staples, then, which supply more than one-half of the ordinary revenue of 
the Government, and in a particular manner against cotton, which supplies more than one-third of that 
revenue, that the Secretary of the Treasury directs the ban of a prohibitory policy, that will as infallibly 
destroy the foreign market for those staples as it will exclude the merchandise with which foreign coun- 
tries now pay for them. 

Before the committee proceed to expose the inevitably destructive effect of the proposed tariff upon 
the export trade in cotton, tobacco, and rice, they will submit a few remarks in confirmation of the idea 
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already suggested, that the principal burden of taxation, even under a mere revenue system of imposts, 
falls upon those staples, and on the shipping interest and commerce dependent upon them. It has been 
already shown that the manufacturing States import upwards of seven millions of merchandise free of 
duty. This exemption operates as a bounty in favor of manufactures, not only at the expense of the 
revenue, but also at the expense of agriculture and commerce, which must be subjected to heavier charges, 
to supply the deficiency resulting to the revenue from that exemption. But the committee feel authorized 
to go still further, and to assert that the whole of the revenue derived from imported articles, of which 
similar and rival articles are manufactured in this country, even under the most moderate system of 
impost duties, is a tax upon agriculture and commerce; and that manufactures, so far from participating 
in the burden, are benefitted by its imposition. Conclusive practical proof of this will be found in the 
fact that the manufacturers would unquestionably oppose a proposition to repeal the whole of the impost 
duties, even if the public lands were adequate to supply the Government with all the revenue required 
for the public service. It is only necessary, indeed, to suggest the idea of a repeal of the impost duties 
and an imposition of internal taxes, equally bearing upon all the interests of the country, to render 
strikingly evident the proposition stated by the committee. 

It cannot, indeed, be doubted that a system of revenue which imposes no internal taxes, but is 
exclusively confined to impost duties, is a tax upon agriculture and commerce, and a bounty in favor of 
manufactures. And it is while this system of revenue is in operation that the manufacturers, not satisfied 
with the bounties it provides for them, but making every concession the basis of more exorbitant demands, 
call upon Congress to add millions to the annual burdens of agriculture and commerce, in addition to 
former prohibitions, and to sacrifice, at the same time, four millions of the public revenue for their exclu- 
sive benefit ! 

The committee will now attempt to exhibit the injurious tendency of the proposed tariff in its bearing 
upon the commerce and shipping sustained by our southern staples, as well as upon the agricultural labor 
and capital engaged in their production. And, in the first place, they are of the opinion that the prohibi- 
tion of British manufactures will inevitably cut off very nearly to the extent of that prohibition the 
foreign demand for our cotton. There is no law of trade more deeply fixed, in the very nature of commer- 
cial exchanges, than that a nation cannot purchase foreign productions but by giving its own productions 
or its own labor, directly or indirectly, in exchange for them. This is peculiarly the case with those 
manufacturing nations in which every branch of industry is overstocked with productions seeking a 
market. Such is precisely the present condition of Great Britain. Her very existence is involved in the 
prosperity of her manufactures, and the prosperity of these is entirely dependent on a foreign demand for 
the surplus produced beyond her own consumption. It is the cardinal principle of her commercial policy, 
growing out of the inexorable necessities of her condition, toextend that demand. In this state of things, 
when she has forced her manufactures through every channel into all quarters of the world accessible to 
her enterprise, and furnishing any suitable commodity to give in exchange, what will be the effect of 
excluding from our markets nearly ten millions of her manufactures ? 

It will undoubtedly throw upon her hands that amount of manufactures heretofore given princi- 
pally in exchange for our cotton, and which will be of no value to her if she cannot obtain a new market 
for them. Any market, therefore, will be better than none; and it will be her decided interest to give a 
high price for raw cotton to countries that will take in exchange for it the manufactures prohibited by 
our policy, rather than to give even a much lower price for our cotton, when we refuse to take the only 
production she has to give in exchange for it. When, therefore, we exclude British manufactures by 
prohibitory duties, no retaliatory acts of British legislation will be necessary to deprive us of the British 
demand for our cotton to an equal extent. It will result from those immutabe and self-sustaining laws of 
commerce which stand ready to vindicate the freedom of trade and avenge its violation. The committee 
are aware of the prevalence of the opinion that Great Britain must purchase our raw cotton whether we 
take her manufactures or not. In confirmation of this opinion, it is said that Great Britain, even now, 
purchases that staple from us only because it is her interest to do so, and because we sell it cheaper than 
other nations. This is, undoubtedly, true. But it is equally true that the reason why it is her interest 
to purchase from us, and why she takes from us double the quantity she takes from the whole world 
besides, is because we have hitherto been her best customers. As long as we continue to take her manu- 
factures, it will be her interest to take raw cotton from us, but no longer. The cotton of any country that 
will take her manufactures will be cheaper to her than ours if we will not take them. 

This obvious principle of trade, connected with the actual state and capacities of the other cotton- 
growing regions of the world, will abundantly evince the imminent jeopardy to which the interest of the 
cotton-growers in the United States will be exposed by the proposed prohibition of foreign manufactures. 
The principal countries adapted to the production of cotton, besides the United States, are Brazil, Egypt, 
Greece, and the East and West Indies. Most of these have latent capacities, of indefinite extent, for the 
production of cotton—capacities which only require the stimulus of foreign demand, foreign capital, and 
foreign enterprise, to draw them into productive action. It is equally important to remark that they are 
all countries not likely to embark in the business of manufacture, and in which it will be no difficult 
matter for Great Britain to diffuse a taste for her manufactures. They are precisely, then, in the condition 
to render the proposed tariff most perilous to the American cotton-grower. It requires nothing but the 
motive of interest to induce Great Britain to apply all her political influence, her manufacturing capital, 
and her commercial enterprise, to stimulate the productive powers of Egypt, Greece, Brazil, and the East 
Indies, to the full extent of her demand for cotton. If we prohibit her manufactures we shall furnish her 
with that motive. She will establish a trade of profitable exchanges with those countries, and, being 
driven by our own infatuated policy to obtain raw cotton from them, she will cease to purchase ours to 
the same extent. 

Under the peculiar circumstances just stated, it is not presenting the case too strongly to say that 
duties upon the exportation of cotton, equivalent to those which it is proposed to lay upon the manufac- 
tures taken in exchange for it, would not more certainly, or to a greater extent, curtail the exportation. 

The committee will now exhibit an estimate of the loss which will be sustained by the growers of cotton 
in this country. It will be quite within limits to assume that, of the ten millions of manufactures that 
will be excluded by the proposed prohibitory duties, six millions are now exchanged for our cotton, and 
can be exchanged for nothing else. Estimating cotton at ten cents a pound, six millions of dollars will 
purchase sixty millions of pounds, which is equal to 200,000 bales, averaging three hundred pounds. It 
thus appears that the American cotton-grower will be deprived, by the proposed prohibitions, of a foreign 
market for nearly one-fourth of the entire production of that staple in the Uuited States, amounting in 
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value to six millions of dollars. But even this view does not give anything like an adequate conception 
of the loss that will be sustained in the annual income of the nation by depriving the cotton-growers of 
their accustomed market. The whole of the shipping and commercial capital employed in transporting 
this cotton to Europe, and the merchandise received in exchange for it to the United States, will be 
thrown out of employment. The annual loss that will be sustained by the shipping interest alone may be 
estimated at $1,500,000, consisting of the freight and other charges of the cotton and merchandise mutu- 
ally excluded. The annual loss that will result to the commercial capital now engaged in effecting the 
exchange of our cotton for the prohibited manufactures may be estimated at $1,000,000, consisting of the 

rofits of the exporting and importing merchants. These sums united will exhibit a loss of $2,500,000, in 
addition to that sustained by the cotton-growers, and falling almost entirely on the ship-owners and 
merchants in the middle and northern States. 

It thus appears that the growers of cotton, and the ship-owners and merchants engaged in its trans- 
portation, will sustain an annual aggregate loss of $8,500,000, at a very moderate estimate, by the direct 
amputation resulting from the proposed prohibitory duties, in addition to the increased burden they will 
have to sustain, in common with the rest of the community, from the enhanced prices of manufactured 
and other articles. 

But the loss sustained by the country, in consequence of that inflicted on the cotton-growers, does 
not stop here. ‘If (to use the language of the Secretary of the Treasury) there can be no dissent from 
the maxim, as between different parts of the same nation, that the prosperity of one promotes that of 
another,” “it cannot be doubted,” in the opinion of the committee, “that the ruin of one, by the errors of 
human legislation, necessarily involves the injury of another.” Both branches of this proposition, intro- 
duced by the Secretary with a very different bearing, are strikingly illustrated by the large participation 
of other parts of the Union in the prosperity of the cotton-growing States, and in the injury they are 
destined to suffer, if the proposed tariff shall be adopted. 

The result of inquiries directed to practical men, and of estimates founded upon their statements, 
Warrant the committee in expressing the opinion that the cotton-growing States import from the manu- 
facturing States a great variety of articles exclusive of the manufactures of cotton, wool, and iron, and 
consisting principally of the productions of the soil, amounting annually to two millions of dollars, at a 
very moderate estimate. These are, all of them, such articles as the cotton-growing States have every 
facility for producing themselves, and which they can afford to import from other States only in a prosperous 
condition of their principal agricultural pursuit. Even in the present condition of their trade in cotton, 
just views of economy would seem to dictate the expediency of limiting the too abundant production of 
that staple by diverting from it so much capital and labor as would be sufficient to produce all the articles 
now imported from other States of the description just mentioned. 

It is certain that the proposed prohibitions will, if adopted, render it not only expedient, but necessary, 
for the cotton States to produce the articles in question, instead of importing them. Another branch of 
domestic trade, larger in amount and more extensive in the diffusion of its benefits than the one just 
stated, will inevitably fall a sacrifice to the proposed system of exclusion. The committee have reference 
to the trade in live stock between the western and the cotton-growing States, which they estimate, after 
the most careful examination, to amount to at least the annual sum of $3,000,000. This trade is exceed- 
ingly important to the western States, because they receive in exchange for their live stock almost nothing 
but money. Is it not too much to say that in this single branch of internal trade the cotton-growing 
States afford to the western farmers a more extensive and profitable market for their agricultural produc- 
tions than the manufacturers of cotton and wool would furnish in the course of half a century, even if the 
foreign importation of those manufactures were entirely prohibited? But the benefits of this trade are 
not confined to the western States. The money received from the cotton States is principally expended in 
the middle and eastern States, in payment for manufactures. There is no branch, therefore, of our commer- 
cial intercourse so diffusive and profitable in proportion to its nominal amount, and the committee speak 
advisedly in saying there is none that would be so certainly destroyed, utterly and irrevocably destroyed, 
if the proposed tariff should receive the sanction of Congress. The capacity of the cotton-growing States 
to produce the live stock they now import from the west is even greater than that for producing the 
agricultural articles they import from the north; and the same views of economy which suggest the 
expediency of producing the latter, instead of importing them, still more forcibly suggest the same policy 
in relation to the former. Ina few years from the passage of the proposed tariff the trade in question 
will have ceased almost entirely. 

In closing this brief and imperfect view of the destroying operation of the proposed prohibitory 
policy, denominated, with singular unappropriateness of language, a protecting policy, the committee 
cannot but pause to make a remark, obviously suggested by the occasion, that it is much easier to destroy 
than to create wealth by legislation. To effect the former, even folly and ignorance are more than compe- 
tent; but, to accomplish the latter, human wisdom, in its profoundest exercise, will be found inadequate. 
And when financiers, and statesmen at the head of affairs, are found gathering up and appropriating the 
exploded errors of less enlightened ages, and recommending, as a means of increasing the national wealth 
and revenue, a policy that will inevitably destroy the annual income, directly and indirectly derived from 
a single staple, to the extent of more than thirteen millions of dollars, it is difficult to avoid exclaiming, 
in the language of a wise man of another country, “ with how little wisdom the world is governed!” 

Having thus presented an estimate of the loss that will be sustained in a single agricultural staple 
by the proposed exclusion of the foreign manufactures now taken in exchange for it, the committee 
propose to inquire how far this loss will be indemnified by the demand which the establishment of domestic 
manufactures will create for the staple in question. That this domestic demand will be anything like an 
equivalent to the foreign demand that will be destroyed by the prohibitory policy is one of those extraor- 
dinary and delusive anticipations which belong, in a peculiar manner, to the artificial scheme of enriching 
the nation by substituting for the bounties of nature and the providence of God the miserable and 
impotent contrivances of man. ; 

In estimating the comparative extent, present and prospective, of the existing foreign and the 
proposed domestic market for raw cotton, it must occur to the most careless and incompetent examiner 
that Great Britain and the manufacturing nations of the continent manufacture cotton to supply the multi- 
plying uses and increasing consumption of cotton manufactures by the whole civilized world; whereas 
our domestic manufactories can only supply the consumption of the United States. It is estimated by 
intelligent merchants in Liverpool and Havre that the present consumption of raw cotton in Europe 
amounts to 1,200,000 bales, which is equal to 360,000,000 pounds. It is a notorious fact that the consumption 
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of cotton manufactures, from their extraordinary cheapness when compared with those made of any other 
fibre, is rapidly extending on the continent of Kurope, not only from the increase of population, but also 
from the new uses to which cotton fabrics are applied. 

This consumption is susceptible of an indefinite extension. Jt has no practical limit but that which is 
imposed by the refusal of the cotton-growing countries to receive manufactures in exchange for the raw material, 
The United States now supply three-fourths of the European demand for that material. On the other hand, 
the domestic manufactories, even after we shall have excluded five millions more of foreign cotton manu- 
factures, will not require more than two hundred thousand bales of cotton, at the utmost extent, to supply 
the domestic demand of the United States for those manufactures. It thus appears that the cotton-growers 
are to be consoled and indemnified for the loss of markets which now furnish a demand for 900,000 bales 
of their cotton—a demand which a system of free trade on our part would indefinitely extend—by the 
miserable substitute of a domestic demand for 200,000 bales; a demand created by legislative restrictions, 
and, consequently, incapable of being extended in a degree corresponding with the natural and progressive 
increase of the foreign demand. 

This comparative view will be illustrated by a more specific reference to the effect which will be 
actually produced by the contemplated exclusion of foreign manufactures upon the foreign and upon the 
domestic demand for raw cotton. 

It has been shown that the proposed prohibition of foreign merchandise, estimated at $10,000,000, 
will have the effect of depriving the cotton-growers in the United States of a foreign market to the extent 
of 200,000 bales of cotton. It is apparent that the substitution of five millions of domestic manufactures 
of wool for the same amount of the foreign fabric will add nothing at all to the domestic demand for raw 
cotton. It is equally apparent that the substitution of $3,500,000 of domestic for the same amount of 
foreign manufactures of cotton can have the effect of adding so much only to the domestic demand for 
cotton as will supply the raw material for making domestic manufactures of the value of $3,500,000. It 
it estimated by Mr. Huskisson that the raw-material constitutes only one-fifth of the value of cotton 
manufactures, taking the average of the various qualities. As those which now remain to be excluded 
by the proposed tariff are of the finer descriptions, it may be safely assumed that raw cotton of the value 
of $700,000 will be sufficient for the making of manufactures of the value of $3,500,000. Now, estimating 
cotton at ten cents per pound, and each bale to contain 300 pounds, it follows that the entire addition 
which will be made to the domestic demand for cotton, by the complete accomplishment of the objects of 
the proposed tariff, will be 23,333 bales. In this calculation no deduction is made for the effect of the 
enhanced price of the manufacture in diminishing its consumption, and the still more striking effect of 
that enhancement in diminishing the quantity of the raw material necessary to make a given value of the 
manufacture of it. Thus it is that the splendid illusion of increasing the demand for cotton, by adding 
the domestic to the foreign market, vanishes into the wretched reality of substituting a domestic demand 
for 23,333 bales, at most, in place of a foreign demand for 200,000, involving a curtailment of the aggre- 
gate demand for cotton to the extent of 176,667 bales. 

It remains for the committee to inquire how far the benefits resulting to the manufacturers of woolen 
and cotton goods, and to the farmers who will supply them with raw wool and grain, will indemnify the 
country for the losses sustained by its other interests. And here it may be proper to remark, that the 
committee intentionally abstain from any reflections upon the injustice of building up one interest on the 
ruins of another—reflections which, however just in themselves, have no necessary connexion with the 
purpose of this report, which is to ascertain the effect of the proposed tariff upon the aggregate wealth 
and the aggregate foreign commerce of the country, and, by necessary consequence, upon its revenue 
derived from impost duties. 

What, then, will be the addition made to the wealth of the country by the diversion of capital and 
labor to the manufacture of woolen and cotton goods? It is quite obvious that no part of the capital 
under consideration will be created by the proposed policy. All that can possibly result from that policy 
will be an increase of the profits of the capital already invested in the manufactures in question, and a 
transfer of existing capital to those manufactures from other employments. That the increased profits of 
the capital already invested will make a corresponding increase in the wealth of the manufacturers is not 
to be questioned. And if their manufactures were made for exportation, and foreigners could be compelled, 
by our policy, to pay the enhanced price, the wealth of the country would be undoubtedly increased in 
this branch of industry. But, as the profits of the manufacturers will be enhanced only by increasing the 
price paid by our own citizens for the manufactures of woolen and cotton goods, it is a self-evident proposi- 
tion that the wealth of the nation will be diminished, in this particular, precisely as much on the one hand 
as it will be increased on the other. The only effect of the prohibitory policy, in this part of its operation, 
will be to transfer a given sum annually from the planters, farmers, merchants, mechanics, and laborers 
of the country to the manufacturers of woolen and cotton goods. As to that portion of the capital of the 
country which the prohibitory system may transfer from other employments to manufactures, the increase 
of its profits will be doubtful in point of fact, and still less conducive to the national wealth than the 
increased profits of the capital already invested in manufactures; for it can hardly be doubted that 
capital now invested in the shipping business, and in the business of foreign commerce, will be thrown 
out of employment, to an extent very nearly equal to the amount of the new investments that will be 
made in the business of manufacture, in consequence of the proposed prohibitions. Any increase, there- 
fore, which may be made in the profits of the capital thus transferred to manufactures is not only liable 
to the objection that it is produced by an increase in the price of manufactured articles, and consequently 
paid by our own citizens, but to the additional objection that the new employment of capital is produced 
by the destruction of its natural employment. The community, then, are subjected to the charge of paying 
the increased price of cotton and woolen manufactures, without anything like a corresponding increase 
of the profits of this portion of the capital invested in the business of making them. 

The committee now propose to inquire what will be the extent of the incidental benefit resulting to 
the growers of woo] and grain from the proposed exclusion of foreign manufactures and the substitution 
of domestic. It is obvious that the substitution of domestic manufactures of cotton for those that are 
foreign will add nothing to the demand for raw wool. The substitution of domestic for foreign manufac- 
tures of wool, however, will certainly increase the demand for raw wool in this country. Assuming that 
the raw wool constitutes two-fifths of the cost of the manufactured article, it follows that the substitution 
of domestic for foreign manufactures of wool to the amount of $5,000,000 will create-a domestic market 
for raw wool to the amount of $2,000,000 if foreign wool be excluded. But at what price will this market 
be obtained for domestic wool? It has been already assumed, upon the authority of the manufacturers 
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themselves, that the domestic fabric will cost fifty-six per cent. more than the price at which the foreign 
manufacture could be obtained, if it were not for the impost duty. This price, it is alleged, is necessary 
to enable the manufacturer to make the ordinary rates of profit. Fifty-six per cent. duty upon $24,000,000, 
the estimated amount of woolen goods mgnufactured and imported for sale, will exhibit $13,440,000 as the 
sum paid by the consumers of those goods, including the wool-growers, to obtain a market for raw wool 
to the amount of $2,000,000, upon which the actual profit will not probably amount to $500,000. 

In estimating the probable increase of the domestic market for grain, resulting from the exclusion of 
cotton and woolen manufactures, to the extent contemplated, it will be necessary to consider the number 
of persons that are now employed in importing those manufactures, in comparison with the number that 
will be employed in making them. 

In the manufacture of cotton and woolen goods, particularly the former, machinery has been so exten- 
sively substituted for manual labor that it may be safely assumed that very nearly as many persons are 
employed, directly and indirectly, in the importation of a given quantity of cotton and woolen manufac- 
tures as are employed in their fabrication. 

The facts disclosed by the manufacturers in their examination before the Committee on Manufactures 
warrant the conclusion that each person employed in the manufacture of woolen cloth produces annually, 
on an average, manufactures of the value of $750. It results that, in the annual manufacture of woolen 
fabrics of the value of $5,000,000, there will be employed, of all descriptions, 6,666 persons. In the 
manufacture of cotton goods, it is believed that the more extensive and efficient agency of machinery 
renders the number of persons employed in producing a given value of the manufacture much smaller 
than is the case of the woolen manufacture. But as the committee have no authentic statement of facts 
in this case, they will assume that, in the manufacture of cotton goods of the value of $3,500,000, there 
will be 3,500 persons employed. The whole number of persons, then, that will be employed in making 
$8,500,000 of cotton and woolen goods will be 10,166. Estimating the consumption of grain by each 
individual at twelve bushels per annum, the whole number would consume only 121,992 bushels, equal in 
value to probably as many dollars. If it be assumed that an equal amount of other agricultural produc- 
tions will be consumed for food, the extent of the market which the farmers will obtain in consequence of 
the substitution of $8,500,000 of domestic for the same amount of foreign manufactures will be only 
$243,984. It is confidently believed that the persons who would be employed in importing the same 
amount of manufactures, and in exporting the raw cotton and other staples to pay for them, would 
consume an equal quantity of the productions of agriculture. In any possible view of the subject, the 
increased demand for grain, and other articles of food supplied by the farmer, would be too inconsiderable 
to be gravely regarded as a matter of national importance. The benefit would be almost exclusively 
confined to the farmers in the immediate vicinity of the manufactories, as grain and meat are articles too 
bulky to bear distant transportation by land. It is not to be doubted, then, that the cotton-growing 
States now furnish a market for the agricultural productions of the manufacturing States nearly seven 
times more extensive than will be furnished by the manufacturers in consequence of the proposed 
prohibitions. And upon the assumption already made, that the annual amount of cotton and woolen 
goods that will be manufactured for sale in this country will be $42,000,000, it will follow that all the 
cotton and woolen manufacturing establishments in the United States will employ less than 50,000 
persons, and consequently will not furnish a market for the grain-growers half so extensive as that 
furnished by the city of New York alone—a city which has risen to unrivalled prosperity by the very 
foreign commerce it is now proposed to destroy. 

Having thus taken a general view of the effect which the proposed tariff will produce upon the different 
interests of the country; having shown that the annual income of the planting, shipping, commercial, and 
farming interests will be diminished millions where the income of the manufacturing and wooé-growing 
interest will be increased hundreds of thousands; having shown, in a word, that the contemplated prohibi- 
tory duties will destroy ten times as much national wealth as they will create, the committee are utterly 
at a loss to realize the anticipation of the Secretary of the Treasury, that the capacity of the country to 
purchase foreign merchandise will be increased by this impoverishment. They are equally at a loss to 
imagine what those new articles of foreign merchandise will be which are to make up the loss that foreign 
commerce wili sustain by the exclusion of cotton and woolen manufactures and other articles of the value 
of $10,000,000. Nor is it any more easy to conjecture what the domestic productions will be with which 
we are to purchase those newly-discovered articles of foreign merchandise yet to be disclosed to us in the 
fulness of future revelation. 

With a view of bringing to the test of a practical scrutiny the singular financial paradox, that the 
revenue derived from imposts will not be diminished by prohibiting the importation of ten millions of 
foreign merchandise, the committee will examine the operation of the proposed system of prohibitions a 
little more in its detail. 

It is worthy of remark that, while the argument of the Secretary of the Treasury is exclusively in favor 
of the policy of excluding foreign manufactures, his recommendation extends to the exclusion of the raw 
materials also, which are essential to three important branches of domestic manufactures. While it is 
earnestly contended that there is too large a proportion of capital and labor devoted to agriculture, pro- 
ducing a surplus which foreign nations will not take, and the consequent necessity of protecting our 
manufactures is strenuously urged upon Congress, it is, at the same time, gravely recommended that the 
productions of foreign agriculture, the free importation of which would be the most direct and natural 
encouragement of domestic manufactures, be also prohibited ! 

Without stopping to comment upon the incongruity exhibited by the argument and the recommenda- 
tion of the Secretary, or to expose the inconsistency of complaining that foreign nations will not take our 
agricultural productions, when those productions—wool and hemp, for example—cannot command even 
our own market without the aid of prohibitory duties, the committee will proceed to show that the policy 
indicated by the reasoning and the recommendation of the Secretary involves the ultimate and perma- 
nent destruction of at least one-half of the foreign commerce that contributes to the revenues of this 
Government. 

The importations of foreign merchandise in 1826, excluding from the estimate the portion that pays 
no duty, amounted, in round numbers, to $72,000,000. Of this sum sugar, and the manufactures of cotton, 
wool, hemp, iron, and steel, and the raw material of the four last, amounted to $30,000,000. All of these 
are now subjected to heavy protecting duties, and it is proposed to render most of them prohibitory. 
The manufactures of flax imported in 1826 amounted to $3,000,000; and all the reasoning in favor of 
encouraging domestic manufactures by prohibitory duties applies with full force to this branch of that 
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business. We have not only an unlimited capacity for producing the raw material, but the exclusion of 
foreign manufactures of flax, even if it should not produce the domestic manufacture of that material, 
would cause cotton shirting and other fabrics to be substituted for those of flax, and thus at the same 
time increase the consumption of raw cotton, and extend the dgmand for its manufacture. If to this we 
add $2,000,000 for the amount of indigo imported in 1826 under a very low duty, (an article which can be 
produced in the southern States to an unlimited extent if adequately protected,) it will be seen that 
$35,000,000 of the importations of 1826 fall clearly under the ban of the prohibitory system. 

The principal other duty-paying articles imported in 1826 were silks, wine, coffee, and tea, amount- 
ing to $17,500,000, and spirits and molasses, amounting to $4,500,000. The two last enumerated articles 
should, in the opinion of the Committee on Manufactures, be subjected to prohibitory duties, with a view 
to the encouragement of the grain-growers and manufacturers of whiskey in the United States; and this 
committee can perceive no grounds for a distinction which would deprive our farmers of protection in 
this form while it is granted to other interests in other forms. The remaining importations of 1826, 
amounting to $15,000,000, consisted of manufactures of wood, leather, glass, copper, and of various other 
materials; hats, bonnets, and caps; lead, paper, and segars; salt, spices, fruits, vinegar, cocoa, and various 
other articles, too inconsiderable to be enumerated. It will be perceived that of the articles last enumer- 
ated a considerable proportion fall within the acknowledged principles, and, indeed, within the provisions 
of the protecting system. 

From the foregoing statement it is apparent that the committee have been quite within limits in 
assuming that the extension of the prohibitory system to its legitimate results, and to the point which 
it must soon reach if not now arrested, will cut off one-half of our foreign commerce. 

It is time now to inquire what those articles of foreign merchandise will be which are to fill up the 

chasm in our foreign commerce, produced by the prohibition of $10,000,000 of our present importations? 
They cannot be manufactures of cotton, wool, iron, hemp, flax, or, indeed, any of the manufactures 
enumerated in the above analysis of our foreign commerce, (except wines and silks,) for they, all of them, 
fall within the principles, and most of them within the existing and proposed provisions, of the protecting 
policy. They cannot be grain, raw wool, hemp, spirits, sugar, or salt, for these are also articles that it 
is deemed important to protect against foreign competition. Indeed, it is obvious that all the great 
staples of agriculture and manufacture, everything applicable to the purposes of feeding and clothing 
mankind, by supplying either the necessaries, the comforts, or the luxuries of life, are excluded by the 
prohibitory policy, with the exception of tea, coffee, spices, cocoa, and a few small articles of a similar 
kind, and some small manufactures of inconsiderable importance; and the committee will add silks and 
wines to the enumeration, though even these might fairly claim a place in the sanctuary of the protecting 
system. 
Unless, therefore, this system shall have the effect of increasing the importation of the very articles 
it excludes, or of leading to the discovery of others hitherto unknown in the annals of commerce, the 
committee cannot imagine what other foreign articles could be found to supply, advant:geously, the place 
of those it is proposed to prohibit, even if it were true that the increased wealth of the country would 
“produce an increased ability to buy all articles of consumption, whencesoever derived.” To assert that 
the wealth of the country will be increased by the prohibition of imported articles is at least an intelligible, 
possibly a plausible proposition; but to allege that foreign commerce will not be diminished by prohibiting 
almost the only descriptions of merchandise, with the exception of coffee and tea, which we now import, 
or ever can import with advantage, is, to make the most of it, an empty and inflated generality, which 
instantly vanishes at the touch of a practical analysis. 

But the illusion of this anticipated creation of new branches of trade to compensate foreign commerce 
for the direct curtailment of the proposed prohibitions is not less effectually dispelled by inquiring what 
are the articles of export of which that trade is to consist? What shall we have to export in greater 
abundance than we have now? The only answer that can be given is manufactures. And it has been 
confidently asserted that the exports of domestic manufactures will, at no distant period, be equal to the 
foreign merchandise we exclude to give them protection. This is another of those propositions that can 
only be considered with gravity while viewed in the abstract. We cannot command our own market 
without a legislative protection of fifty-six per cent. in addition to the natural protection of fifteen or 
twenty per cent. resulting from the expense of importing the foreign manufacture, and yet we are to 
compete with the most skilful manufacturers in the world, in foreign markets, on terms of perfect equality. 
But this is not half of the difficulty. To what nations shall we send our manufactures? Shall we find a 
market for them in Great Britain, France, or any part of Europe? It would be as reasonable to expect 
Great Britain and France to export raw cotton to South Carolina or Louisiana. In all the nations of 
Europe we shall have to encounter not only the greater cheapness of their manufactures, but their pro- 
hibitory regulations. Shall we export them to the West Indies or any of the colonies of the European 
Powers? We should there meet the prohibitions of their colonial policy, which excludes all foreign 
merchandise which the mother country can supply. Where, then, shall we resort? It will be answered, 
to South America, and an appeal will be made to experience to sustain the allegation. Now it is worthy 
of remark that we, who have the cheapest, most fertile, and most various soil in the world, wiih a climate 
in every respect adapted to the growing of wool, cannot compete, in our own market, without a protecting 
duty, either with the wool-growers of England, Spain, or Saxony—countries where lands are from ten to 
twenty times as high as they are in most parts of the United States. And yet it is conceived that we 
can successfully contend with those nations, in other foreign markets, in the sale of our manufactures. 
An agricultural nation incapable of maintaining a competition with manufacturing nations in the sale of 
her natural productions is yet to prove more than a match for them in the sale of manufactures. This 
would be doing wonders to be sure. But we have yet greater difficulties to encounter. In some of the 
States of South America we find discriminating duties unfavorable to us and favorable to Great Britain. 
And when we have surmounted this legal discrimination we find another still more difficult to overcome, 
growing out of the peculiar character of the productions of South America. The great staple of that 
region, cotton, is precisely what Great Britain desires most to purchase and this country desires most to 
sell; and the same remark is applicable to almost all the productions of South America. This circum- 
stance alone would give the British manufacturers an overwhelming advantage in a competition with ours, 
even if we could rival them in the cheapness of our fabrics. 

These views will be clearly illustrated by reference to the nature of the boasted trade now carried 
on by our manufacturers of cotton goods with South America. We exported, in 1826, domestic cotton 
manufactures to the amount of $1,138,125, and re-exported British manufactures of the same kind to the 
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amount of $2,226,090. In 1827 the export of domestic cotton manufactures amounted to $1,177,598; the 
amount of British manufactures of the same kind for that year has not been ascertained by the committee. 

It is apparent, from this statement, that we find it more advantageous to re-export British manufac- 
tures, after importing them at an expense of fifteen or twenty per cent., than to export our own, and that 
the exportation of our domestic manufactures increases very slowly. A conclusive refutation is here 
found of the inference drawn from this trade by some that we can manufacture our cotton fabrics cheaper 
than the British. If the fact of our exporting one million of domestic cotton fabrics proves that we can 
make them cheaper than the British, the fact of our re-exporting two millions of British fabrics proves 
still more strongly that the British manufacturers can make them cheaper than ours. The truth is that 
this exportation of domestic and re-exportation of foreign manufactures proves nothing on either hand as 
to the relative cheapness of the manufactures. We could afford to export domestic cotton manufactures 
to South America to a limited extent, even if they were much higher, because we take in exchange raw 
hides and skins that, to this extent, would be of scarcely any value but for our demand for them. This is 
the true foundation of our export trade in domestic manufactures, and this is its limit. A survey of the 
productions and commerce of South America will warrant the conclusion that the only articles of value 
and importance produced in that quarter, either for food or clothing, which it is our interest to import 
are these raw hides and skins. And thus the vision of indemnifying foreign commerce and the revenue 
derived from imposts for the loss they will sustain by the exclusion of foreign manufactures is finally 
consummated in the importation of articles that may be appropriately denominated the offal of trade— 
articles, too, which pay no duty at all, and come directly in competition with our own agricultural pro- 
ductions, in utter contempt of the principles of the prohibitory system. With this striking exemplifica- 
tion of the commercial and financial bearing of the scheme of the Secretary of the Treasury the committee 
will conclude their remarks on this branch of the subject. 

It will be perceived by the House that the committee have no further entered into the consideration 
of the proposed duties than was necessary to ascertain their ultimate and permanent effect upon our 
foreign commerce, and, of consequence, upon the public revenue. They have not permitted themselves 
to be seduced by the example of the Secretary of the Treasury to depart entirely from the financial view 
of the subject and to enter at large into the discussion of the policy of protecting domestic manufactures 
by prohibitory duties, a policy which, whether it be wise or unwise, just or unjust, must inevitably impair 
the productiveness of our present system of revenue to an extent that will render it difficult to avoid a 
resort to internal taxes in time of peace. That this will be the probable fruit of the system of prohibition 
cannot be disguised, however confidently it may be denied. It has been shown that the proposed exclusion 
of foreign cotton and woolen manufactures, raw wool, hemp, and iron, will diminish the annual income 
from the customs four millions of dollars. If to these articles be added foreign spirits, molasses, and 
iron manufactures, in conformity with the views of the Committee on Manufactures, a further reduction 
of the revenue to the amount of one million and a half may be confidently anticipated. When it is 
perceived that a revenue of $20,000,000, derived from imposts, is thus subjected to a diminution of 
$5,500,000 at a single blow of the prohibitory system—a system which our own experience demonstrates 
to be naturally progressive, making each advance the basis and the instrument of extending still further 
its desolating encroachments upon our commerce and revenue—it appears to the committee that only a 
very ordinary share of forecast is required to foresee the ultimate consequences that must result, at no 
distant period, from the progress of this system. The anticipation indulged by the committee, as hereto- 
fore expressed, that the public debt would be extinguished in the year 1835 can only be realized by the 
faithful application of the Sinking Fund, in conformity with the provisions of the act of 1817, by which 
the annual sum of $10,000,000 was pledged for the payment of the principal and interest of that debt. 
The current expenses of the Government for the year 1827, exclusive of the public debt, amounted to 
$12,000,000; and when it is considered that the expenditures for the military and naval service have 
been gradually increasing since 1825, it cannot be reasonably expected that the aggregate expenditures 
will be less than $12,000,000 per annum for the next eight years, exclusive of the national debt. It 
follows that the current expenditures of the Government will amount annually to the sum of $22,000,000; 
for, although some branches of these expenditures—the military pensions, for example—will decrease 
progressively, this will be counterbalanced by an increase in other branches and by appropriations of a 
contingent nature. Even if the present impost duties remain unaltered, it would be unsafe, in the opinion 
of the committee, to estimate the annual income from the imposts for the year 1828, and the seven following 
years, at more than was derived from this source in 1827; for even under the existing laws the progress 
of our manufactures must still further limit the importation of certain descriptions of foreign merchandise. 
Estimating, then, the revenue from imposts, in round numbers, at $20,000,000, and that from the public 
lands, bank stock, and other sources, at $2,000,000, we have an annual income of $22,000,000, and an 
annual expenditure of the same amount. 

If, therefore, the contemplated prohibitions of foreign commerce be adopted, and the revenue derived 
from the imposts shall sustain a diminution of $5,500,000 per annum after the year 1830, to say nothing 
of the diminution in the intermediate years, while those prohibitions are reaching their consummation, it 
is apparent that between the close of the year 1830 and the close of the year 1835 there will be an annual 
deficit of $5,500,000, which can only be supplied by invading the Sinking Fund and almost entirely 
arresting the payment of the public debt, or by resorting to internal taxes. And, at the close of the year 
1835, instead of finding the public debt extinguished and an annual surplus revenue of $10,000,000, 
applicable to whatever purposes the public welfare may indicate, we shall find the nation still burdened 
with a debt which its ordinary revenue will not discharge until ten years more shall have elapsed. 

If these views rest upon any just foundation, it is quite evident that the prohibitory system now 
proposed will postpone the commencement of any such works of internal improvement as Congress may 
deem expedient until very nearly the middle of the present century. The committee take it for granted 
that the public mind is definitively made up as to the policy of disburdening the nation of the public 
debt with all practicable despatch. It is not to be presumed, therefore, that any attempt will be made 
to arrest the payment of that debt by diverting the Sinking Fund from its plighted purposes to any other 
purposes, however important, except for the support of the established institutions of the country. 

Even, therefore, if no change shall take place in our foreign relations involving an increase of the 
national expenditure, there will be no surplus revenue to be applied to any objects of internal improve- 
ment before the year 1845, if the prohibitory duties now proposed shall be laid on foreign merchandise. 
The only means compatible with the preservation of the established institutions and policy of the country, 
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by which any such objects can be effected in the event just supposed, previous to the year 1845, will be 
internal taxes. ‘ , 

And as the policy recommended by the Secretary of the Treasury will certainly lead, and apparently 
looks forward, to the substitution of a system of internal revenue in place of the present system of duties 
upon foreign merchandise, the committee will close this report with a few remarks on the relative advan- 
tages and disadvantages of the two systems. 

Under our present system of imposts the collection of the revenue costs less than three and a half 

per cent. on the gross amount; under a system of internal taxes it would cost more than seven per cent, 
upon the most moderate estimate. The objection to this increased expense of collection would not be 
diminished by the consideration that it would grow out of the necessity of having a vast number of excise 
officers and assessors scattered over the country, clothed with inquisitorial powers, and necessarily 
intruding their inquiries into the private concerns of every citizen. But even this objection sinks into 
comparative insignificance when viewed in connexion with one which remains to be stated. From the 
great extent of our territory, the sparseness of our population, and the unavoidably unequal disbursement 
of the public revenue, in a local point of view, a system of internal taxes will always produce, by 
disturbing the equilibrium of the circulating medium, the most distressing embarrassments in those parts 
of the Union in which the smallest proportion of the public disbursement shall be made. If the contri- 
butions of the people and the expenditure of the Government could be locally equalized, so that the 
money contributed by each county, in the shape of taxes, should be returned to it in the form of Govern- 
ment expenditure, there would be scarcely any limit to the financial power of this country. But, as the 
expenditures of this Government are necessarily extremely unequal and partial, the only remedy or 
corrective is to be found in a system of revenue which makes the points of contribution, as nearly as 
possible, coincident with the points of disbursement. This is eminently the case in a system of imposts, 
Of the annual expenditure of $22,000,000 for the support of the various branches of the public service and 
for the payment of the public debt, it is believed that more than three-fourths is expended on the maritime 
frontier, principally in the cities into which foreign merchandise is directly imported. It is obvious, 
then, that impost duties are the least burdensome impositions that can be devised for such a country and 
such a Government as ours. It would not be extravagant to say that a net revenue of $15,000,000, raised 
by internal taxes, would involve, in the expenses of its collection, and in the mode of its operation, a heavier 
and more vexatious pressure upon the people, than a net revenue of $20,000,000 derived from imposts. 
The very nature of our country, and the ends for which this Government was obviously created, indicate 
foreign commerce as the object of our care and source of our revenue. It was principally to protect 
foreign commerce that this Union was originally formed, and it may well be doubted whether the destruc- 
tion of the former would not put in jeopardy the very existence of the latter, by greatly impairing both 
the motive for preserving and the means of sustaining our expensive national institutions. The com- 
mittee, therefore, believe that the representatives of the people are called upon, not only by considerations 
connected with the national wealth and revenue, but by every consideration which gives value to the 
union of the States, to reject the recommendation of the Secretary of the Treasury, and arrest the progress 
of a system the possible consequence of which no American can contemplate with indifference. 
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AGAINST INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MARCH 12, 1828. 


To the Congress of the United States: 

The memorial of sundry citizens of the districts of Chesterfield, Marlborough, and Darlington, 
assembled at the town of Cheraw on the 25th day of July, 1827, respectfully showeth: That your memo- 
rialists belong to those classes of the citizens of the United States who are engaged in commerce and 
agriculture, and they believe that in attachment to the Union and the principles of the Constitution they 
are behind no section or class of the citizens of this Republic. Your memorialists are unaccustomed to 
approach your honorable body, and have heretofore relied, and still do rely, with great confidence, on the 
justice of Congress; but when a system of partial and sectional legislation is gradually acquiring strength 
and becoming a part of the settled principles of American policy, they cannot in justice to themselves 
remain longer silent, and more particularly as their silence has been construed into acquiescence. 

Your honorable body will perceive that your memorialists allude to the attempts which have been 
made, and, they are sorry to say, with some success, by the manufacturers, for their own benefit and 
emolument, to procure an act of Congress increasing the duty on foreign goods. Your memorialists are 
not unwilling to bear their just proportion of the public burdens. If the exigencies of the Government 
require it, we will not murmur at any increase of taxation, direct or indirect, within our ability to pay; 
but we utterly protest against any law which compels us to share the fruits of our industry with those 
from whom we derive no reciprocal benefit. We claim no superiority over our manufacturing brethren, 
nor any exemption from the burdens imposed on them. We ask only to share equally the benefits as 
well as the inconveniences of the union of these States. Your memorialists are persuaded that the con- 
flicting interests of the several parts of the Union could never have been brought to assent to our excel- 
lent Constitution, if the States had supposed they were surrendering to Congress the power of partial 
and sectional legislation, or of fostering and cherishing the industry of one section of the Union at the 
expense of another; for if the duty on foreign goods enables the manufacturer of domestic goods to sell 
twenty-five per cent. higher, does not the consumer pay a bounty to the manufacturer equal to this advance 
of the price of his commodity? The facility of collection and the aversion of our people to excises have 
always pointed to imposts on foreign goods as the appropriate source of American revenue; and so far 
as this has operated to the advancement of American manufactures, so far we have contributed willingly 
to their success; but we regard a tariff of protection as unjust in its operation, and a palpable violation 
of the spirit and letter of our Constitution, the fundamental principle of which is equality of rights and 
equality of burdens. 

Your memorialists regard the attempts of their manufacturing brethren to procure an increase of the 
duties on woolens as unkind and selfish in the extreme, because they are well assured from the best 
sources of information that no branch of American industry is at this time more flourishing than every 
species of manufactures. If evidence of this were wanting, it will be found in the uncontroverted fact 
that the most prudent and calculating men in this nation are daily transferring their capital from com- 
merce and agriculture and investing it in manufactures of both wool and cotton. But even if this were 
not true, from whence do we arrive at the justice and equity of exempting them from the operation of 
that rule of equality which says to every man “judge for yourself; if you share the profit with no one, 
the loss should be exclusively your own?” Your memorialists take no pleasure in exposing their poverty; 
but they beg leave to call the attention of Congress to the fact that there never was a time when this 
miscalled ‘“ American system” would have operated so oppressively on the cotton-growing country as the 
present. Our estates are reduced to less than half their former price, our income to one-third of what it 
amounted to seven years ago, and our citizens are oppressed with debt beyond any former precedent. In 
fact, such is the present embarrassed condition of the country generally that there are very few, if any, who 
do not feel the pressure of the present, and look with fearful foreboding to the future. Yet it is not the 
amount of the increase of our burdens that we complain of, If the object of increasing the tariff were 
legitimate, if it were equitable, if it were for the good of our common country, we would submit to it 
without murmuring and with cheerfulness; but when the end is unjust and the means unconstitutional, 
we will never cease to protest against, and to defeat its operation by every lawful means in our power. 
Your memorialists have been accustomed to consider as the most glorious fruit of the revolutionary war 
the establishment of the principle that man is capable of self-government and the best judge of what will 
best advance his own interest, comfort, and happiness. The necessity of government does not arise from 
man’s inability to regulate his own affairs, but from his propensity to intermeddle with the concerns of 
others. Hence, all well-regulated Governments have never usurped the power of controlling the efforts 
of individual industry, except so far as they interfered with the just rights of others. Your memorialists 
look, therefore, with great confidence, to the justice of Congress, and doubt not the unreasonable demands 
of the manufacturers to enrich themselves at the expense of others will be denied. As a development of 
American enterprise and ingenuity, as a branch of national industry, we have ever cherished towards 
our manufacturing brethren the kindest feelings and the most anxious solicitude for their success. We 
ask no restriction on their profits, except what is produced by fair and general competition. If, in this 
way, they become rich, we shall not envy them the enjoyment of the honest fruits of their labor, nor ask 
your honorable body to tax their industry to redeem us from that poverty wuich a less favored climate 
or our own folly may have brought upon us. 

Your memorialists, with great diffidence, beg leave to state their belief that the power to pass a law 
levying a duty on imports, with the sole object of encouraging domestic manufactures, is neither 
expressly nor by implication granted to Congress by the Constitution. Your memorialists would feel 
much hesitation in pronouncing as usurpation a system which had been sanctified by time and acted on 
for ages. Fortunately, in this case, they have no canonized opinions to combat. Our Government has 
not lived beyond the age which produced it, and this “ American system” has no precedent to support it 
anterior to the year 1816. And your memorialists have great doubt whether the tariff of that year 
should be regarded as anything more than a necessary increase of the duties on foreign goods in order 
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to meet the enormous increase of the national debt growing out of the war with Great Britain then 
recently ended. Your memorialists have looked in vain into the Constitution for authority to sustain the 
exercise of that enormous power which claims to regulate the whole industry and capital of the nation. 
If the framers of the Constitution had intended to give this extraordinary power, would it not have been 
plainly and clearly expressed? Yet in no part of the Constitution do we find the word manufacture 
used. Did not agriculture and manufactures exist at the adoption of the Constitution, as well as 
commerce. If so, why was not the power to regulate these given by the Constitution, as well as the 
power to regulate commerce with foreign nations and among the States? For the very obvious reason that 
the latter was necessary to the great end for which the Confederation was formed, whilst the former were 
roper and appropriate subjects of State regulations On this consideration alone your memorialists 
believe they might rest their case with perfect security, for it never can be disregarded that such is the 
entire character of the Constitution of the United States, and so perfectly are all its sanctions of a 
restrictive character, that Congress possesses no power whatever not granted by it. 

They feel that this opinion is justified by the absence of every such grant of power as has been 
assumed, and no less fortified by the provisions which the Constitution does contain, and which, of 
necessity, excludes the power contended for. Not only is it provided that “the enumeration in the 
Constitution of certain rights shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people,” 
but further proceeds, “as if to take a bond of fate,” that “the powers not delegated to the United States 
by the Constitution nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the 
people.” Assuredly these provisions ought to protect us against the exercise of all power not granted. 
We appeal to the 8th section of the Ist article of the Constitution as containing the entire grant, modifica- 
tion, and restriction of all the power which has been delegated to the United States on the subject of 
manufactures. It is there provided that Congress shall have power “to promote the progress of science 
and the useful arts.” Had there been no qualification or restriction superadded to these words, such a 
grant of power would have been as plenary as that ‘to borrow money on the credit of the United States,” 
or “to regulate commerce with foreign nations.” In that case there would have been no doubt of the 
power of Congress, whatever there might have been of the expediency of its exercise; but fortunately the 
framers of the Constitution limited the power, and designated the manner in which it should be exercised. 
They gave to Congress not all power on the subject, but only the modified and restricted power “to 
promote the progress of science and the useful arts, by securing, for limited times, to the authors and 
inventors the exclusive right to their respective writings and discoveries.” This restriction and modifica- 
tion is as much a part of the Constitution as the grant of power itself; and being so restricted and limited 
in its exercise, none other can in good faith be exerted. That the favored objects of the tariff of protection 
are the “useful arts” of the Constitution, the manufacturers themselves, indeed, the common assent of the 
civilized world, have established beyond contradiction; for among all those various objects and combina- 
tions which constitute American manufactures, scarcely one, however minute and unimportant, can be 
selected which has not already enjoyed the benefit of this provision of the Constitution, or of similar enact- 
ments of foreign Governments. On looking into the Constitution it will be perceived that the important 
powers granted to Congress are comprehended under one of the following heads: 1. Those necessary to 
regulate our intercourse with foreign nations; and 2d, such as, in the exercise of the States, would be 
productive of jealousy and collision among themselves. All other powers necessary to better the condi- 
tion of our citizens were reserved to the States or the people themselves until it should be found 
expedient to delegate them to the General Government. The right claimed by the advocates of this 
“American system” is not comprehended within either of these classes of powers, as your memorialists 
conceive, either by express grant or necessary implication. It is not pretended that it is one of the 
primary powers of Congress, but only an incident growing out of other powers, such as the power to 
regulate commerce and to lay and collect duties on foreign goods. The power to regulate commerce 
with foreign nations carries along with it the power to do everything necessary to promote and encourage 
the foreign commerce of the United States; but to claim as incidental to this the power to tax and 
to prohibit by taxation the importation of foreign goods, for the encouragement of domestic manufactures 
only, is absurd in the extreme. Your memorialists do not deny to Congress the power to lay and collect 
duties and imposts on foreign goods, but these duties and imposts must be laid “to pay the debts and 
provide for the common defence and general welfare of the United States.” The object is to pay the 
debts and provide for the “common defence and general welfare” of the United States; the means are 
the money arising from duties and imposts. 

The advocates of the ‘“‘ American system” say that, under this provision of the Constitution, Congress 
has power to exclude by prohibitory duties the importation of foreign goods for the encouragement of 
domestic manufactures, because this is for the general welfare, or, in other words, the means are to be 
destroyed for the attainment of the end: than which your memorialists humbly conceive nothing can be 
more inconsistent. Against this species of construction your memorialists most earnestly and solemnly 
protest, and declare their settled conviction that the power to regulate the whole productive industry of 
the nation is contrary to the whole spirit of the Constitution, nowhere delegated, nor necessary to carry 
into effect any of the provisions of that sacred instrument. If an increased duty be necessary to effectuate 
the legitimate ends of Government, your memorialists would be among the last to complain. And if from 
this source a benefit resulted to any class of American industry, there is none amongst us who would not 
rejoice at it. But when, under the disguise of raising a revenue, is concealed, in fact, the design of 
reducing the revenue and of compelling the consumer to pay an increased price, that thereby the profits 
of the domestic manufacturer may be increased, your memorialists have become justly alarmed; and in 
the instance complained of they are without redress, inasmuch as the covert object of the measure is not 
avowed or expressed in the law itself, so that your memorialists, who are aggrieved by its operation, may 
submit the question to the decision of the judicial authority of the nation. Your memorialists do not 
object to any protection which may be afforded to the domestic industry of any State which operates on 
the citizens of such State exclusively; and they submit, respectfully, that by the concluding paragraph of 
the tenth section of the first article of the Constitution of the United States it is competent for any State, 
with the consent of Congress, to pass laws, the effect of which would be, within the limits of such State, 
entirely to prohibit the importation of foreign goods. If, therefore, it be the policy of Ohio, Rhode Island, 
or Massachusetts to impose prohibitory duties on foreign manufactures of cotton or wool, as a component 
part of this Confederation we freely give our consent. Your memorialists most conscientiously believe 
that this “American system” is a violation of their constitutional rights; that in its operation it will 
weaken the bonds of Union, produce sectional divisions, and disturb the domestic tranquillity of these 
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States; that it is unjust, unequal, and oppressive. And they submit to the consideration of Congress 
that the “ general welfare” of the whole American people requires the entire and totai abandonment of 


the system. 
PETER L. ROBESON, 
JOHN G. LANCE, 
OLIVER H. KOLLOCK, 
HUGH CRAIG, 
JOSHUA LAZARUS, 
JOSIAH J. EVANS, 
SAMWL W. GILLESPIE, 
DAVID R. WILLIAMS, 
Committee. 
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ANNUAL SUM REQUIRED TO PAY THE NATIONAL DEBT IN 1835. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 138, 1828. 


~ 


Treasury Department, March 12, 1828. 


Str: In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 8th instant, instructing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to inform the House— 

1. What average amount will be annually required to discharge the whole of the national debt in 
1835, when the last portion of it becomes redeemable, excepting the three per cents and the subscription 
to the United States Bank; 

2. What amount will be so required to redeem the whole of the debt by that time, the three per 
cents only excepted; 

3d. What will be the surplus of the present appropriation of ten millions remaining annually after 
discharging the whole of the redeemable debt according to the principle of calculations first above mentioned; 

4. What will be the surplus of the present Sinking Fund remaining in 1835, after discharging the 
whole of the national debt except the three per cents;— 

I have the honor to transmit two statements (marked A and B) which contain the information required, 
accompanied by a letter of the Register of the Treasury explanatory of the same. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 


RICHARD RUSH. 
The Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





Treasury Department, Register’s Office, March 11, 1828. 


Sir: I have the honor, in compliance with the reference to this office of the resolution of the House 
of Representatives of the 8th instant, to transmit two statements (marked A and B) presenting the 
information required by that resolution. 

In relation to the proportion of principal and interest payable in each year, permit me to remark 
that, after ascertaining the annual average amount that would be required for principal, one moiety of 
that amount was considered as applicable on the 30th of June, the other on the 31st of December, in 
each of the eight years; to each moiety was added six months’ interest on the several denominations of 
stock unpaid at the time; the result, however, as respects both the average annual amount, as well as 
the aggregate sum that may be required to discharge the debt, will be somewhat affected should payments 
on account of principal be applied oftener than semi-annually, or should a larger proportion be discharged 
on the 30th of June than on the 3lst of December in any one year. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 

Hon. Ricnarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 





A. 


Statement showing the “average amount that will be annually required to discharge the whole of the national debt 
in 1835, when the last portion of it becomes redeemable, excepting the three per cents and the subscription 
to the United States Bank;” exhibiting also “the surplus of the present appropriation of ten millions which 
will remain annually after discharging the whole of the redeemable debt according to the principle of calcu- 
lations” upon which the said average amount is ascertained. 


The sum that will be required to pay off the whole of the principal of the debt, (the three 
per cents and the United States Bank subscription excepted,) together with the 
quarterly accruing interest on all the stocks from the Ist of January, 1828, to the 
re LS. soak WhkS AW AA CARCASS RATER Kod bev ba EEE SS $63,342,957 50 


—_———— 


The avérage annual amount, or one-cighth, is .......... ccc cece cece ccc eeesnces cess 7,917,869 68 





———t 

















1828.] 


PAYMENT OF NATIONAL DEBT. 


963 





The sums which will be annually required, and the surplus of the present appropriation of $10,000,000, 


are as follows, viz: 
The sums which will be annually 
required for principal and in- 








terest. 

oF Serer rer ere rere rrr rT $9,079,374 67 
i ceR NNER e Ke camaees 8,725,996 27 
i ee fee re rere 8,372,617 87 
TT 8,019,239 47 
OE Ree er er ee 7,672,058 96 
0 Peer erry core 7,491,042 25 
BMI cic avneeaedsbaee cae ennwes 7,126,009 50 
I 0s su a 9s asain bone ce be wie 6,856,618 51 
63,342,957 50 

Sr 7,917,869 68 








Annual appropriation of ten millions for eight years 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, March 11, 


eee. eee eee eee eer eee eee eere eee eens 


Surplus which will remain 
each year of the present 
appropriation. 

$920,625 33 

1,274,003 73 

13 


53 
04 
15 
50 
49 


pe eeeeeeee see eee ee eese ere eee eeeeee 


eee er rere reese eee reese eee seer ee eeene 


eoee eee eer eee see ee esre seer eee e ees 





50 
50 


Total surplus 16,657,042 
Total payments .... 22.64.50: 63,342,957 





80,000,000 00 


eeoeeeeeeer ee eee ee eeeeeeseee 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
1828. 





B. 


Statement showing the ‘average amount that will be annually required to discharge the whole of the national debt 
in 1835, when the last portion of i becomes redeemable, the three per cents only excepted;” exhibiting also 
“the surplus of the present appropriation of ten millions which will remain annually after discharging the 
whole of the redeemable debt according to the principle of calculations” upon which the said average amount 


is ascertained. 


The sum that will be required to pay off the whole of the principal of the debt, (the three 


per cents only excepted,) together with the quarterly accruing interest on all stocks 


from the Ist of January, 1828, to the 3lst of De 


The average annual amount, or one-eighth, is 


The sums which will be annually required, and 


as follows: 
Amount which will be required 
annually for payment of prin- 
cipal and interest. 








ilies estecuiaee ren $9,941,249 39 
| ETN 9,535,379 95 
eed ae cectelog tas 9,129,492 51 
dea Sch ieapenalca iain 8,723,614 07 
SA eee ee 8,351,925 23 
a ee te vance 8,024,326 69 
2 SP eres Tere re Te eee 7,719,917 85 
8, eT ET eee eee Tee err Tere 7,412,125 90 
68,838,031 59 

er 8,604,753 94 








Annual appropriation of ten millions for eight years 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, March 11, 


cember, 1835, is $68,838,031 59 


eoeee eee e eee ee eeee 





8,604,753 94 


ore eee eee eee eee eee eeeeseereeeeeee 








the surplus of the appropriation of 310,000,000, are 


Surplus which will remain each 
year of the present appropri- 
ation of $10,000,000 

$58,750 61 
464,620 05 
870,507 49 

1,276,385 93 

1,648,074 77 

1,975,673 31 

2,280,082 15 

2,587,874 10 


se eee eee eee eee seer eee eee eee eeeeeee 
coer eee eee eer ee ee ese eer eee eeeeseees 
coe eee eee eee ewe eee eee eee e esses eeens 
see eee eee eee eee eee eer esr eeeeeeseee 
Ce es 
2 
see weer eer eee ee eeseereeeereeeeeeeeens 





41 
59 


cee ee eee e eee eee 


Total surplus 11,161,968 
Total payments .......0..00- 68,838,031 





80,000,000 00 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
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IN FAVOR OF INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 15, 1828. 
Report of the Committee on the South Carolina and Georgia resolutions. 


The Committee to whom were referred the resolutions of the Legislatures of South Carolina and Georgia 
in relation to the constitutionality and expediency of promoting American manufactures by means 


of tariff laws, ask leave to report: 


That they have had the same under consideration, and perceive no cause to dissent from the con- 
struction which Congress have uniformly given to the Constitution of the United States in relation to this 
subject. Ever since the organization of the Federal Government in its present form, tariff laws have 
been in force; and at different periods subsequently additional laws have been enacted, having for their 
object not merely the raising of revenue, but the encouragement and protection of the shipping interest 
of the country. While this interest was in its infancy, very heavy discriminating duties on imports and 
tonnage, in favor of American ships, were imposed, which sometimes operated as an entire prohibition of 
importation in foreign vessels. These duties secured the building of American ships and the employ- 
ment of American seamen, and rendered permanent and prosperous the commerce of our country. Nor 
were these discriminating laws repealed or modified until this great interest of the nation had acquired 
such strength as to render them unnecessary. Besides, large sums of money are annually appropriated 
to extend ample protection to the property and enterprise of our merchants in every quarter of the world. 
The constitutionality of these laws has never been questioned. The committee do not perceive that the 
power of Congress to extend similar protection and encouragement to manufactures is in any degree 
more limited or more doubtful. In fact, this power has been frequently exercised by Congress. The 
manufacture of many articles has been encouraged and protected by means of duties which have been 
imposed upon their importation; and these duties have been imposed avowedly for the purpose of pro- 
tection to the American manufacturer. 

Under these circumstances, your committee are of opinion that a practical construction has been 
given to the Constitution on this subject, by the successive decisions of the General Government, which 
cannot now be shaken. 

If the result to which the committee have arrived be correct, the only remaining question is the 
expediency of the further interference of Congress in aid of the agriculture and manufactures of the 
country. 

Experience has shown that the full protection of manufactures from foreign competition creates a 
competition in the home market, and the community are supplied with these articles so protected without 
any increase in price. The State of New Jersey has the means of contributing large quantities of the 
raw materials of iron, wool, and flax, and has already made very great advances in the manufactures of 
these and other articles. The cultivation and improvement of these resources have become essential to 
the prosperity of this State. 

Believing that these important interests stand in need of further encouragement and protection, and 
that it is expedient that such protection should be extended to them, the committee ask leave to submit 
the following resolutions: 

Resolved by the Council and General Assembly, That the Senators and Representatives in Congress 
from the State of New Jersey be, and they are hereby, requested to use their endeavors to procure the 
adoption of such measures as shall give effectual protection to the great staples of the United States, and 
to the manufactures of the same, particularly to those of iron, wool, flax, and hemp, and to such others as 
Congress in their wisdom may deem to require it. 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to cause a copy of the foregoing resolution to be sent to 
each of the Senators and Representatives in Congress from this State. 


Counci, Cuamber, March 4, 1828. 


This report and resolutions having been three times read in the Council, 
Resolved, That the same do pass. 


By order of the Council: 
ISAAC Il. WILLIAMSON, President. 


Iiouse or AssEmBiy, Lebruary 26, 1828. 


This report and resolutions having been read in the House, 
Resolved, That the same do pass. 


By order of the House: 
W. B. EWING, Speaker. 


Secretary’s Orricr, March 12, 1828. 


I, Daniel Coleman, Secretary of the State of New Jersey, do certify the foregoing to be a true 
trauscript of a report and resolutions of the Legislature of said State, passed as above dated, taken from 
the original now on file in my said office. 

Given under my hand and seal of office, at the city of Trenton, the day and year last above written. 


DAN’L COLEMAN. 


‘ 
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AGAINST INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 17, 1828. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled: ‘ 


We, your petitioners, hardware manufacturers, smiths, and iron founders, respectfully show: First. 
That the existing tariff of duties on iron is to our different branches of business such an excessive 
burden that it has actually deprived us of any participation in the manufacturing of heavy articles of 
hardware; and should the existing high duties remain without modification they will continue to depreciate 
our business and lessen the consumption of iron in the United States, as will be shown by the following 
statements: 

The duty on hardware is 25 per cent.; on the greatest part of the iron that the same is manufactured 
out of the present duty is 100 per cent., giving a protection to the foreign manufacturer of 75 per cent. 
against the domestic manufacturer, by making the raw material that much higher to the latter than it is 
to the former. The price of common English bar iron is about £7 to £9 per ton in Birmingham, the 
principal seat of heavy hardware manufactories; taking the medium, which would be £8, or $35 55, 
or a fraction less than a penny per pound, allowing 12 per cent. wastage, all those articles that cost a 


half penny per pound to manufacture are now introduced in the United States, at.......... $50 55 
0 2 OE GN his cia erica cdee sees ain ceeds es weer ee eT Tee ey viewnnds 5 05 
Commission, insurance, export duty, and port charges..... ee ree ee ere eet ee eee 2 50 
Duty, 25 per cent. ad valorem, say......... pw Reheen henwenekass UU e Te Sere LRA BASIL 14 50 
Ee ee ee ee ee ee ee eee ee Te ee eT Tee er Cer Peer reer (inne 3 50 

76 10 


Second. The selling price of the same quality of iron is now, in the iron stores, the places from whence 
we are supplied, $5 50 per cwt., or $110 per ton, making to us the price of the raw material $33 45 per 
ton higher than this quality of hardware. 

Take the above in view with the two following, and it will show that we are completely shut out of 
our own market by laws we are told were made for our protection. Such articles as cost 1 penny and 14 
penny per pound to manufacture, which include all those articles that could be manufactured here to the best 
advantage, but are now imported, and can be sold profitably at $107 20 per ton, or $2 80 less than the 
cost of the same quality of iron in most of our seaports; taking the three descriptions together, the average 
would be $107 20 per ton, as follows: 


One ton of won im Birmingham, . ..... 66s. ccc cceccccees piesa ew eneys eee er $35 55 
Cost of manufacturing it, at one penny per pound........ Rae otk eee TUT Cee cnaeee 35 55 
Duty, 25 per cent. ad valorem, say..............-.seee0- pale wenge 5c (vei Ran hewe wavs a wid 20 50 
Exchange, say ten per cent........ Seer ee eer ee REIS errryy Terr c cer 7 10 
Port charges, commission, and insurance...............2.06: eee ee re ce Rak Rene wide Xs 5 00 
Freight..... OLEAN A RAS REE Oa ass 88 RE NSM, KENKGEEE SNS SENRGREAR HE8 oo Gem ene SORE 3 50 

107 20 


As the iron does not cost quite one penny per pound, it would make hardware a trifle lower; but the 
above is as near the truth as can be, exclusive of fractions. The above is applicable only to common bar- 
iron above the size of half-inch, round, square, or flat, above the size of hoop. 

Third. Rods, round, square, slit, or rolled, from 3-16 to 8-16, cost, made of common English iron, 


ey AW RIE UF Cs VOPR BID, OF ion cn ccc ccicccverscccensccenesaseeescocns $53 33 
Exchange, at 10 per cent .............. Ee na Rh SHEEN SEEN ENS RTE RERKS errr aes 5 35 
Comminnnol, port Charest, and Export dUby. ... 2... 2.20 ccccccccecccscceeeessnresecescuses 4 00 
once fT OTC OTT. PEO ey eee Pe Te eT eee ey er TT eee yicias 3 50 
The charges only are nearly 25 per cent., yet these sizes of iron are subject to the enormous 

Ne Re I RE I kao ek obs twa new e ween eees ens eeeeedseseneeenceass 68 20 
Average cost price per invoice to the importer, per tOM.....c..cccersscoccccecscccccccccs 134 38 


Of which 150 per cent. nearly is duty and charges together, raising the raw material of our business to 
the present selling price of $9 per 112 pounds, whilst the same article costs the Birmingham manufacturer 
in his market only $2 662 for the same quantity. 

Then in those kinds of ware manufactured out of those materials of which one-half is labor and the 


other iron, the ware will stand thus: 


I Oe I ono gab. c on see ence sees eteas ees edecsercrceces were $53 33 
Cost of labor, &c., to manufacturers................- PEI One Oe Oe Seman wee aomcaatd 53 33 

106 66 
Exchange, at ten per cent................ Pe ee er Cee eee Tee eT eT ere 10 66 
Export duty, half per cent............... PC eee eT CL ee Te eee CEES eT Ore eT ness 51 
Commission, two and a half per cent.; insurance, say one and a half... 2.2.0... eee ee ee eee 4 28 
Dock and town dues, porterage, and other contingencies, Say... ........ee cece cence eee eens 2 50 
SG See ee SION ME WIUOON 6 5.5 oo 6 hi 0K ods tis odes FNS ea HNS ROT Keds ees eens seneswneas 31 03 
A earner ae rea eC arene OCTET NOTE Eee ee ietes aos 5 00 

160 64 


Or $19 36 less than the cost of the raw material in this country!!! 
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Fourth. Sheet iron, the average of which is, for single rolled, £12; double, £14; treble, £16 per ton, 


Take the average, say £14, or. .....- eee eee eee ees uve han ie ews eiemaeeis ti Ree NAS $62 29 
Exchange, say 10 per cent..... ipesese cn chee Keen eniwaes Cee TCR CT eT Te TTT 6 24 
Export duty, commission, insurance, and port charges..............-++e2005 ore eC ee 5 00 
PROC Rabe es Raones Te ee oe SSE ET Rie e ee wee he sSidtoted Sie MARA ie are a a 3 30 
Duties, 3 cents per pound...... 6.2. eee e reece eee eens errr rere Piewebweeeeres rican ES 

— 

144 96 


Here, again, is a duty of more than 100 per cent., and, taking the cost for importation into considera- 


tion, will make the cost and charges, duties included, $82 74 on $62 22, the first cost, or 133 per cent, 


duty and charges. Again, one ton of frying pans costs from £20 to £24, say £22 per ton, or... $97 77 
GLI SO DOP WINE coi iss sco e ns cn ses ceinvesnes emia ee nai peed cele lite 9 77 
Commission, insurance, port charges, &c....... Poa’ Se ee ee eee ee ie iat arg te ya ie daha 6 00 
Freight..... eee £6 rote ne etree Role a ee Ee co SRN Bi iN cts ioe espe el Avs Eo weer 3 50 
Duty, 25 per cent. EE Pee ee ree rere Wastsetls awa kuna et myo Ee neh dsse ety, ee 28 34 
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Selling price of sheet iron at our seaports, $9 per cwt., or $180 per ton, or $34 62 more per ton than the 
manufactured article would cost in our seaports, which is within 93 cents of being as much as the foreign 
manufacturer gets for manufacturing the raw material into frying-pans; or, in other words, a ton of double 
sheet iron costs £14 in Birmingham; the manufacturer gets £8 or $35 55 to manufacture it into frying 
pans, and sells the same for $34 62 less, after paying all charges, than the domestic manufacturer can buy 
the raw material for. 

Now, we simply ask your honorable bodies what would be thought of any foreign Parliament that 
would lay a duty of upwards of 100 per cent. on our raw cotton, but only 25 per cent. if manufactured 
into cotton cloth ? 

Fifth. Woop iron costs from £9 to £13 per ton, according to the size taken. 


Te 8 ee ee oe eT Te Te TS ere 
Exchange, 10 per cent...... pe eR ebaeey piitusited iREWALEE SCs Lee R GLEE ES eS < eer Te 4 90 
Commission, insurance, port charges, &C., SAY..........cece cess ceeeee 4 esseesane kes pues 2 50 
CP e cE CeGwe EE Se Ake hE Oe ERK MSR hees (KAALA ARRAN R RRA Ae AOR OE nee 3 50 
Dety, B conte per pound... 0.26. 25s060.00 ee eee Te ee eee eT Tere ee ee eee eee 68 20 
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Or it costs $79 10 to import $48 88. The same reasons are applicable to hoop iron as a raw material, 
as to the above quality. The fact is, we are prevented from taking any share in the remanufacturing of 
hoop or most other iron, the existing tariff being so enormously high on all kinds of iron. 

Sixth. Hammered iron, including Russia, Swedish, and English, the cost of which is from £13 to £17 


per ton, say £15 the average, or...... Pee ee eee ee ETE EOL ee ee Tr ee $66 66 
ee, BO OT CONE o.oo ck ees cn ccccscses [ERR ECER POR ESA ENS KONRAD WERENT ESET OWS 6 66 
Port charges, commission, and insurance .......... ere bacatacauks yore et Te errr 5 00 
REESE en ar cre Nahe ea eee eee Or eee eee ee (Mites Weer sade ¥dpeee 3 00 
DN seer eb hha cccex ke vnaen hae hs hickied ee ere ee Tee ere rer et ilies sk aes. Tae 


99 32 


Seventh. Cost of manufacturing a ton of iron from the pig in the United States, 28 cuts of pig, at $1 40 





eee td ke SLR ER MRA ee eky W564 b SURE DENEORER LES eee ere ee oe eee ree $39 00 
340 bushels of charcoal, at 4 cents per bushel, (when the manufacturer has to buy)........... 18 60 
Forgemen’s wages for drawing the same ...........20.ceeceeceececes (TRIES Maes R x 9 00 

61 60 


Coals, if made on the place, do not cost more than 2} cents per bushel, and the profits on the pig are 
equal to hauling to market. Selling price of the same at our seaports, $100 to $110 per ton, leaving the 
enormous profit to the manufacturer of upwards of $40 per ton, or from 70 to 80 per cent.—four times that 
of your petitioners. 

Eighth. There are some articles of hardware or manufactures from iron on which there is a specific duty; 
such as cutting-knives, sledge hammers, anchors, chain cables, &c.; on the latter the duty is 3 cents per 
pound. The average price of them in England is £1 12s., or 7} cents per pound; the average price here 
is 10 cents, or 2? cents per pound higher than in England. Chain iron costs the British manufacturer 
£12, or $53 33, free from fag or deficient ends on the bars; chain iron costs in the United States $120, 
with fag ends on the bars that waste at least 3 per cent.; or, in other words, the British manufacturer pays 
$2 663 for 112 pounds of iron, free from deficient ends; whilst the domestic manufacturer pays $6 for the 
same quantity, or $3 333 more than the foreign manufacturer, and has a loss of 3 per cent wastage on his 
iron. Foreign iron is free from this loss. So far are we from receiving any benefit from the duty that we 
actually work up 112 pounds of iron into chain for 333 cents less than the English manufacturer, although 
our coals cost us double what they do in England. Although we are willing to supply the wants of cur 
shipping merchants for less than the foreigner, yet they are made to pay a bounty to the iron manufac- 
turers of $3 333 for every 100 pounds of chain they use about their ships. * We have here taken the article of 
‘manufacture that pays the greatest rate of duty, to show that we have no participation in the benefit of 
the duty; but if it benefits any it is the iron-makers. 

Ninth. In the report made to one of the branches of Congress, a proposition of an additional duty of $7 
per ton on bar iron manufactured by rolling, (which, on the sizes included, is nearly 20 per cent.,) and 
an additional duty of 124 on certain articles of hardware, is made. Now, the adoption of'this new duty, 
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were it to take place, would still be an additional protection of 74 per cent. to the Birmingham manufac- 
turer on those articles of hardware the report proposes to increase the duty on, and of 192 per cent. on 
those articles that would remain as they are under the existing tariff. 

Tenth. On account of the number of articles that cannot be manufactured and kept for sale, there is still 
a great quantity of iron wanted. We believe more than one-half is imported; and it is out of the power 
of our iron-makers to supply the demand. The sale of their iron is so great that they leave what is called 
a fag end at each of their bars, which is an imposition on us, and causes us at least a loss of 3 per cent., 
and of which all foreign iron is free. They are not willing to draw any heavy piece of iron, as is done in 
all other countries, by which a great deal of labor is saved; neither can we be supplied from other countries 
on account of the enormous duty. We are also precluded from participating in the supply of the West 
Indian and South American markets, which we could supply in many articles if we could obtain iron at a 
reasonable price. The duties themselves are of no great advantage to the iron manufacturers, as they 
cannot supply the demand; they, of course, get more than they would if iron were free; but were it free 
there would still be a demand for all their iron, and at a reasonable profit. Much of what is now imported 
in the shape of hardware would be imported in the bar, and would be manufactured here, and set our shops 
in the motion they ought to be kept in, and raise our wages and profits to the level of the British manu- 
facturers; for, although cotton weavers and woolen manufacturers’ wages are higher here than in Great 
Britain, your petitioners can prove that both their profits and journeymen’s wages are lower here than 
there, which shows sufficiently that our business is more depressed than most if not all others. 

Your petitioners humbly pray your honorable bodies to modify the existing tariff so that the duty on 
bar, bolt, hoop, sheet, rod, and all descriptions of iron manufactured by rolling, the cost of which is $53 33, 
or under, be reduced to 25 per cent. ad valorem, the same as the duty on hardware, without any addition 
for small sizes, as your petitioners conceive that the duty on raw materials should never exceed that on 
manufactured articles. 

2d. That as your petitioners believe that the charges arising on the importations of hammered and 
such qualities of rolled iron as cost upwards of $53 33 are sufficient protection to the manufacturers, (if 
protected they must be,) they pray that the existing duty be reduced to $6 per ton. 

3d. That the duty on steel be reduced to fifty cents per 112 pounds, as the American steel is now 
selling for 7 cents per pound, and the foreign from 16 to 23 cents; which is sufficient proof of the difference 
of quality. 

4th. As pig iron is an article in a very raw state, and those of your petitioners engaged in the foundry 
business have found it to be their interest to pay from $50 to $70 per ton for a certain proportion of foreign 
pig iron, whilst they could buy domestic at $30 to $45 per ton, which shows a difference in quality, and 
is not a matter of competition; therefore your petitioners pray that the duty on pig iron be reduced to 
$5 per ton. 

5th. That the duties or iron wire be reduced to 25 per cent. ad valorem, the same as the duties on 
hardware. 

Your petitioners are persuaded that the above reduction of duties would not only be their interest, 
but would be a national benefit, and would neither injure the revenue nor the iron manufacturer, (as the 
latter would have a greater demand than he could supply.) The revenue would not be injured, because 
the importation of iron would be much increased; the shipping merchant would have much more freight than 
at present, and the nation be benefitted by the price of many things being reduced to the consumer. But 
as your petitioners claim, what has never been denied to them, that is, being the most useful mechanics in 
the world, being the tool-makers and machinists for all other trades, they consider iron in all its different 
shapes, of bar, bolt, hoop, sheet, rod, &c., a raw material, and therefore think that it ought not to be charged 
with half the duty that is charged on hardware. They further state that an additional duty on hardware 
would be injurious both to them and to the consumer. Under the existing duty the consumer evades the 
paying thereof by all the fair means he can devise. Your petitioners will particularize, for instance, 
the article of chain cables, the cost of which, for a ship of 400 tons, is about $1,800; a third part of that 
amount goes either for duties, or is paid as a bounty to the iron manufacturer. In order to evade this 
taxation, the merchant buys one set of chain of domestic manufacture or English, on which he pays the 
duty in either case; when he builds a second ship, he replaces them by a new set bought in England, on 
which he saves $600 that he would have paid either in bounty or duty. The new set he keeps on board 
the first ship; the old ones are landed and are used for the second ship, which may afterwards pass to a 
third, and so on to an infinitum; and by these lawful means one set of chains, paying the duty, or of 
domestic origin, might be used by twenty ships or more successively; nineteen sets out of the twenty 
would be bought in England, and of course would be free of duty or bounty. This sufficiently illustrates 
the doctrine that the system of high or prohibitory duties defeats the end it was intended to obtain. If 
iron were free, the merchants would buy their chain in their own market, and the manufacturing of them 
be secured to the domestic manufacturer. But under the present Chinese system of prohibitory duty, both 
the making of the iron and the chains is lost to the country, which can by no means benefit the iron manu- 
facturer. With regard to the iron used in the hulk and rigging of a ship, amounting to about three 
thousand dollars, one thousand of which is paid in duties, or as a bounty to the iron manufacturers; yet 
this class of favorites of the tariff is not, in the United States, as one to a thousand to the class of your peti- 
tioners. Why then should such partial laws be suffered to exist one day longer under a Government 
professing republican principles? 

Your petitioners hope that your honorable bodies will take their petition into consideration, and act 
thereon in your wisdom, like the representatives and legislators of a great and growing nation, and not 
like the representatives and legislators of any separate section or interest, but always aiming at the 
welfare of the great whole; and your petitioners will ever pray, &c. 

Puitapevput, March 18, 1828. 
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IMPORT OF IRON AND MACHINERY FREE OF DUTY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 17, 1828. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled: 

The memorial of the President and Directors of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company respectfully 
showeth: That your memorialists have it in contemplation and are at this time taking measures to 
construct a railroad, with at least two sets of tracks, from the city of Baltimore to the Ohio river, which 
will, it is estimated, unavoidably require not less than fifteen thousand tons of malleable iron. 

Your memorialists, taking into consideration the actual quantity of this indispensable article now 
annually manufactured in our own country, and further considering the numerous lines of railroads already 
projected in different parts of the United States, are confirmed in the opinion that it will be difficult, if not 
impossible, to procure amongst ourselves a sufficient quantity for these numerous undertakings, and 
consequently, that an enormous enhancement of the present price must be the inevitable consequence, 
unless supplies to a considerable extent be drawn from abroad; which enhancement of an article so 
necessary both in the manufacturing and agricultural operations of the country would manifestly be 
injurious to both these important interests. 

Your memorialists are persuaded that so enlightened a body as the representatives of the people of 
the United States are fully aware of the vast importance of the undertaking in which this company have 
embarked. It is, indeed, an enterprise in which every section of our country has a deep and vital interest. 
Its direct effect upon the prosperity of the nation, if successfully accomplished, and its beneficial influence 
in perpetuating the happy union of these States, is perceived and appreciated by all; at the same time it 
should not be overlooked that this great work, of such deep national concernment, and pregnant with 
such important consequences, has been undertaken, and so far conducted, by individual enterprise, and is 
still almost exclusively dependent upon private resources for its accomplishment. 

Under these considerations, your memorialists take leave respectfully to ask of the National Legisla- 
ture for the passage of an act authorizing the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company to import from 
abroad, if it should be found needful, such supplies of iron and iron machinery as may be requisite for 
the construction of the proposed road free of duty. . 

In presenting these views of an o bject essentially national to the representatives of their country, 
your memorialists rely on the wisdom and patriotism of Congress to afford such relief as may be deemed 
proper, either by an exemption from duty, or by a drawback upon the material actually used in the con- 
struction of the road; at the same time they confidently believe that, in granting the, indulgence now 
asked for, the best interests of the nation will be substantially, promoted, whilst no injury whatever will 
accrue, either to the manufacturing, agricultural, or other important interests of the country. 

Signed on behalf of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company. 

P. E. THOMAS, President. 
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REDUCTION OF DUTY ON IRON AND STEEL. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MARCH 19, 1828. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled: 

We, your petitioners, hardware manufacturers, smiths, and iron founders, respectfully show: rst. 
That the existing tariff of duties on iron is to our different branches of business such an excessive 
burden that it has actually deprived us of any participation in the manufacturing of heavy?articles 
of hardware; and should the existing high duties remain without modification they will continue to 
depreciate our business and lessen the consumption of iron in the United States, as will be shown by the 
following statements: 

The duty on hardware is 25 per cent. on the greatest part of the iron that the same is manufactured 
out of; the present duty is 100 per cent., giving a protection to the foreign manufacturer of 75 per cent. 
against the domestic manufacturer, by making the raw material that much higher to the latter than it is to 
the former. The price of common English bar iron is about £7 to £9 per ton in Birmingham, the princi- 
pal seat of heavy hardware manufactories. Taking the medium, which would be £8, or $35 55, or a fraction 
less than a penny per pound, allowing 12 per cent. wastage, all those articles that cost halfpenny per 
pound to manufacture are now introduced in the United States, at...........ccceeeeeeeeeees $90 55 





ne | a Lee Tee TU CCTL ERT TT CET ee Ce Tee 5 05 
Commission, insurance, export duty, and port charges ..... Mibakdeaw beaw ne ore eer Tere 2 50 
Duty, 25 per cent. ad valorem, say...... [ACL ALO NANT AR EEE Sheseeeseteneresss ‘oa 
AE ry arene on ee ee err MEMES EERE ears es veaaes eee ee 3 50 
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Second. The selling price of the same quality of iron is now, in the iron stores, the places from whence 
we are supplied, $5 50 per cwt., or $110 per ton, making to us the price of the raw material $33 45 per 
ton higher than this quality of hardware. 

Take the above in view with the two following, and it will show that we are completely shut out of 
our own market by laws we are told were made for our protection. Such articles as cost one penny and 
one and one-half penny per pound to manufacture, which includes all those articles that could be manufac- 
tured here to the best advantage, but are now imported, and can be sold profitably at $107 20 per ton, or 
$2 80 less than the cost of the same quality of iron in most of our seaports, taking the three descriptions 
together, the average would be $107 20 per ton, as follows: 


tas cl ksh ee RK MeN RE REES VS ES +aU ew ede Ok 54 SE ROK ORES $35 55 
Cost of manufacturing it, at one penny per pound. ..........ccceccccscccccccccccccccecsces 35 55 
er NE is 66 oak ESO EN ES AS REAWEHUE DD RRS eO a RED SEED ESSE ORES 20 50 
hs na ad iw baa ES oe ee ed eens co eeae beta KONeees nae eanedewais 7 10 
ee ee, COMTI, CIE TEUNII: o a on ack in ceeesnrceesenseceseverescecsonsecces 5 00 
RN Ce ee re tT hee eee ee eee ee ee ee Perret eer ee Te ee eee eer 3 50 

107 20 


As the iron does not cost quite one penny per pound, it would make hardware a trifle lower, but the 
above is as near the truth as can be, exclusive of fractions. The above is applicable only to common bar 
iron above the size of half-inch, round, square, or flat, above the size of hoop. 

Third. Rods, round, square, slit, or rolled, trom 3-16 to 8-16 cost, made of common English iron, 





are trom 29 to Bio per tom, average ALD, oF. .. 2... c ccc ccc ree cccscceccecceceses $53 33 
| EE eT eee Tee eT Ee TTT Te Lee Tee T TTT TEC CL OTOL TT eee TTT ee 5 35 
ae ee ee ee ee re re 4 00 
EEL ee Pree Ere eee Teer eee eT eee e TT eT Tee Se eee ee Te eee eee TT eee TTT 3 50 
The charges only are nearly 25 per cent., yet these sizes of iron are subject to the enormous 

POC FITC CCPC T UCT ETC CUTTER ETO TET 68 20 

Average cost price per invoice to the importer, per ton............ cece e eee rece eees 134 38 


Of which 150 per cent. nearly is duty and charges together, raising the raw material of our business 
to the present selling price of $9 per 112 pounds, whilst the same article costs the Birmingham manufac- 


turer, in his market, only $2 662 for the same quantity. 
Then in those kinds of ware manufactured out of those materials, of which one-half is labor and the 


other iron, the ware will stand thus: 


ah Rade WEE RM AGAS SRE SENS ECU sHOs DERSe Ree RS OS $53 33 
ee en III iis ak cane ces dbesece cd seks ObwEN SESS se Venreeedenewens 53 33 

106 66 
orp s ann GAM 5S. ARRAS ENKD KEK SUESSRSUSOdKoeSRTeSESeVeeesscaee” BO 
ee Pee ee ere rr eee Ter rer eee eee eee eee ee ee Peer eT Teer Te 51 
ne, ee i nS SIN, OT D8 nosis ok cicadas scccceeeerecseccseucccaccnes 4 28 
Dock and town dues, porterage, and other contingencies, say...........0+.+- aT reTerTe ye Te 2 50 
du oa aha 6 ANAKE RS Sa TRESS SSADERSES KAD ORO AS ROS Seb See eee 31 03 
enka sR An ae Kis AAAS REE RORACAERORRM ROS SKA EREL ERE eb bw sas we RWS 5 00 

160 64 


Or $19 36 less than the cost of the raw material in this country! ! ! 
Fourth. Sheet iron, the average of which is, for single rolled, £12; double, £14; treble, £16 per 


rer Ter eer eT TTT e eT ere TL e eT Tee eee ET eee $62 22 
Oe Se ny has dled s nue Se ewer sduyes a SeSSeKsd wes teas ecaeaeeecuss 6 24 
Export duty, commission, insurance, and port charges. .........ccccccccccccceccceecccees 5 00 
Freight ...... PTET eT TEE CTCL ET EC TEETER ETT U ELE eT ere ere TT 3 30 
OT Ce T TT eT Cee CT Te Te TCT TEE TTT Tee eee eee eee Eee eT 68 20 
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Here, again, is a duty of more than 100 per cent., and, taking the cost for importations into considera- 
tion, will make the cost and charges, duties included, $82 74 on $62 22, the first cost, or 133 per cent. 
duty and charges. 


Again: one ton of frying pans cost from £20 to £24, say £22 per ton, Or......... eee eee eee $97 TT 
I I Rin 5a ceak kh eesd one ese eke eee ednesbnes eee err er rT ne 9 TT 
PORRNNNONE, TROUPE, HOPE CHOPIOR ID. 04.0 occ cccccecccccesesgsscsecscaseseencseoces 6 00 
ada is sad ca fdas HUAN NANA OS OARSA NOE KOASAS Oa awene wane es 3 50 
I os CaaS ke HRR RS KAN SNESOCRETA RO GRRKEEK KOR OER 28 34 
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Selling price of sheet iron at our seaports, $9 per cwt., or $180 per ton, or $34 62 more per ton than 
the price of the manufactured article would cost in our seaports, which is within 93 cents of being as much 
as the foreign manufacturer gets for manufacturing the raw material into frying pans; or, in other words, 
a ton of double sheet iron costs £14 in Birmingham, the manufacturer gets £8 or $35 55 to manufacture 
it into frying pans, and sells the same for $34 62 less, after paying all charges, than the domestic manu- 
facturer can buy the raw material for ! ! ! 
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Now, we simply ask your honorable bodies what would be thought of any foreign Parliament that 
would lay a duty of upwards of 100 per cent. on our raw cotton, but only 25 per cent. if manufactured 


into cotton cloth ? ' ‘ 
Fifth. Hoop iron costs from £9 to £13 per ton, according to the size taken. The average, say 


0 Cee rete rT eT Tee eee ee ee ee $48 88 
Exchange, 10 per cent.......--- essere reece jk CEA CER RES ENS CRRA SERRE ENS 4 90 
Commission, insurance, port charges, &C., SAY... 16... eee eee ee eee cee eter eee teen ees 2 50 
PEP TCC oT Te tT etree eee TUT ET TTC TLE ee 3 50 
Duty, 3 cents per pound...........++--+- LARECERL GS TERRA AENER Ener Re peat wEReReSe ses 68 20 

127 98 





——. 
—_. 


Or it costs $79 1C to import $48 88. The same reasons are applicable to hoop iron as a raw material, 
as to the above quality. The fact is, we are prevented from taking any share in the re-manufacturing of 
hoop or most other iron, the existing tariff being so enormously high on all kinds of iron. 

Sixth. Hammered iron, including Russia, Swedish, and English, the cost of which is from £13 to 














£17 per ton, say £15 the average, or............ ieee Cis pen eens pene’ eee rere $66 66 
Exchange, 10 per cent........... EP rete ee Pee meee Ts ee es eee Se ee 6 66 
Port charges, commission, and insurance........ i ondee eae Bi sherds he Sas eR Ree 5 00 
ee eee PTT ee POLY eee eee eee phew DibbheSelivareksGuakeves 3 00 
Te Te tess NENA eA Aas (ERPRUR NTA TREK eEER Seer eee ey eee 18 00 
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Seventh. Cost of manufacturing a ton of iron from the pig in the United States, 28 cuts of pig at 

errr rere yeeros wee wie a ae Me gieea ido Ore, eee hee $39 00 
340 bushels of charcoal, at 4 cent per bushel, (when the manufacturer has to buy).......... 13 60 
Forgomen’s wages for drawing the same... ...........sccsccscaccccecseccsceseseseesees 9 00 
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Coals, if made on the place, do not cost more than 2} cents per bushel, and the profits on the pig are 
equal to hauling to market. Selling price of the same at our seaports $100 to $110 per ton, leaving the 
enormous profit to the manufacturer of upwards of $40 per ton, or from 70 to 80 per cent.—four times that 
of your petitioners !!! 

Eighth. There are some articles of hardware, or manufactures from iron, on which there is a specific 
duty, such as cutting knives, sledge hammers, anchors, chain cables, &c.; on the latter the duty is three 
cents per pound. The average price of them in England is £1 12, or 7} cents per pound; the average 
price here is 10 cents, or 27 cents per pound higher than in England. Chain iron costs the British manu- 
facturer £12, or $53 33, free from fag or deficient ends on the bars; chain iron costs in the United States 
$120, with fag ends on the bars that waste at least 3 per cent.; or, in other words, the British manu- 
facturer pays $2 663 for 112 pounds of iron, free from deficient ends, whilst the domestic manufacturer 
pays $6 for the same quantity, or $3 333 more than the foreign manufacturer, and has a loss of 3 per cent. 
wastage on his iron. Foreign iron is free from this loss. So far are we from receiving any benefit from 
the duty, that we actually work up 112 pounds of iron into chain for 333 less than the English manufacturer, 
although our coals cost us double what they do in England. Although we are willing to supply the wants 
of our shipping merchants for less than the foreigner, yet they are made to pay a bounty to the iron 
manufacturers of $3 333 for every 100 of chain they use about their ships. We have here taken the 
article of manufacture that pays the greatest rate of duty to show that we have no participation in the 
benefit of the duty; but if it benefits any it is the iron-makers. 

Ninth. Tn the report made to one of the branches of Congress a proposition of an additional duty of $7 
per ton on bar iron manufactured by rolling, (which on the sizes included is nearly 20 per cent.,) and an 
addition of 12} on certain articles of hardware is made. Now, the adoption of this new duty, were it to 
take place, would still be an additional protection of 74 per cent. to the Birmingham manufacturer on 
those articles of hardware the report proposes to increase the duty on, and of 19? per cent. on those 
articles that would remain as they are under the existing tariff. 

Tenth. On account of the number of articles that cannot be manufactured and kept for sale, there is 
still a great quantity of iron wanted. We believe more than one-half is imported; and it is out of the 
power of our iron-makers to supply the demand. The sale of their iron is so great that they leave what 
is called a fag end at each of their bars, which is an imposition on us, and causes us at least a loss of 3 
per cent., and of which all foreign iron is free. They are not willing to draw any heavy piece of iron, as 
is done in all other countries, by which a great deal of labor is saved; neither can we be supplied from 
other countries on account of the enormous duty. We are also precluded from participating in the supply 
of the West Indian and South American markets, which we could supply in many articles if we could 
obtain iron at a reasonable price. The duties themselves are of no great advantage to the iron manufac- 
turers, as they cannot supply the demand; they of course get more than they would if iron were free; but 
were it free, there would still be a demand for all their iron, and at a reasonable profit. Much of what is 
now imported in the shape of hardware would be imported in the bar, and would be manufactured 
here, and set our shops in the motion they ought to be kept in, and raise our wages and profits to the 
level of the British manufacturers; for although cotton weavers and woolen manufacturers’ wages are 
higher here than in Great Britain, your petitioners can prove that both their profits and journeymen’s 
wages are lower here than there, which shows sufficiently that our business is more depressed than most 
if not all others. 

Your petitioners humbly pray your honorable bodies to modify the existing tariff so that the duty on 
bar, bolt, hoop, sheet, rod, and all descriptions of iron manufacture by rolling, the cost of which is $53 33, 
or under, be reduced to 25 per cent. ad valorem, the same as the duty on hardware, without any addition 
for small sizes, as your petitioners conceive that the duty on raw materials should never exceed that on 
manufactured articles. 

2d. That ag your petitioners believe that the charges arising on the importations of hammered and 
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such qualities of rolled iron as cost upwards of $53 33, are sufficient protection to the manufacturers, (if 
‘ protected they must be,) they pray that the existing duty be reduced to $6 per ton. 

3d. That the duty on steel be reduced to fifty cents per 112 pounds, as the American steel is now 
selling for seven cents per pound, and the foreign from sixteen to twenty-three cents, which is sufficient 

roof of the difference of quality. 

4th. As pig iron is an article in a very raw state, and those of your petitioners engaged in the 
foundry business have found it to be their interest to pay from $50 to $70 per ton for a certain portion of 
foreign pig iron, whilst they could buy domestic at $30 to $45 per ton, which shows a difference in quality, 
and is not a matter of competition, therefore your petitioners pray that the duty on pig iron be reduced 
to $5 per ton. 

5th. That the duties on iron wire be reduced to 25 per cent. ad valorem, the same as the duties on 
hardware. 

Your petitioners are persuaded that the above reduction of duties would not only be their interest, 
but would be a national benefit, and would neither injure the revenue nor the iron manufacturer, (as the 
latter would have a greater demand than he could supply.) The revenue would not be injured, because 
the importation of iron would be much increased; the shipping merchant would have much more freight 
than at present, and the nation be benefitted by the price of many things being reduced to the consumer. 
But as your petitioners claim what has never been denied to them, that is, being the most useful 
mechanics in the world, being the tool-makers and mechanists for all other trades, they consider iron, in 
all its different shapes of bar, bolt, hoop, sheet, rod, &c., a raw material, and therefore think that it ought 
not to be charged with half the duty that is charged on hardware. They further state that an additional 
duty on hardware would be injurious both to them and to the consumer. Under the existing duty, the 
consumer evades the paying thereof by all the fair means he can devise. Your petitioners will particu- 
larize, for instance, the article of chain cables, the cost of which, for a ship of 400 tons, is about $1,800; 
a third part of that amount goes either for duties or paid as a bounty to the iron manufacturer. In order 
to evade this taxation, the merchant buys one set of chain of domestic manufacture or English, on which 
he pays the duty in either case; when he builds a second ship, he replaces them by a new set bought in 
England, on which he saves $600 that he would have paid either in bounty or duty. The new set he keeps 
on board the first ship, the old ones are landed and are used for the second ship, which may afterwards 
pass to a third, and so on to an infinitum; and by these lawful means one set of chains, paying the duty, 
or of domestic origin, might be used by twenty ships or more successively; nineteen’sets out of the twenty 
would be bought in England, and of course would be free of duty or bounty. This sufficiently illustrates 
the doctrine that the system of high or prohibitory duties defeats the end it was intended to obtain. If 
iron were free, the merchants would buy their chain in their own market, and the manufacturing of them 
be secured to the domestic manufacturer. But under the present Chinese system or prohibitory duty, 
both the making of the iron and the chains is lost to the country, which can by no means benefit the iron 
manufacturer. With regard to the iron used in the hulk and rigging of a ship, amounting to about three 
thousand dollars, one thousand of which is paid in duties or as a bounty to the iron manufacturers, yet 
this class of favorites of the tariff are not, in the United States, as one to a thousand to the class of your 
petitioners. Why then should such partial laws be suffered to exist one day longer under a Government 
professing republican principles ? 

Your petitioners hope that your honorable bodies will take their petition into consideration, and act 
thereon in your wisdom, like the representatives and legislators of a great and growing nation, and not 
like the representatives and legislators of any separate section or interest, but always aiming at the 
welfare of the great whole; and your petitioners will ever pray, &c. 

PuinapEetpuia, Jarch 10, 1828. 
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IN FAVOR OF INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS OF SLATE. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MARCH 19, 1828. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 


The memorial of the Northampton Slate Quarry Company, of the State of Pennsylvania, respectfully 
represents : That your memorialists have for several years been engaged in the manufacture of slate for 
roofing, and would yet have been in the prosecution of the manufacture but that an influx of foreign slate 
has paralyzed their efforts, and instead of realizing an indemnity for their labor and the capital employed, 
they have met with a serious diminution in their investments in this pursuit. 

The cause of this loss has arisen from the low rate of duty on the article as now fixed by law, the 
effect of which is to encourage the labor of foreigners, who will not permit the product of any labor of 
our fellow-citizens to be imported into their own country. 

Your memorialists, therefore, respectfully ask of you a protective impost on the article of slate, sug- 
gesting, with due deference, the propriety of making the duty a specific instead of an ad valorem duty, 
for that the intrinsic value of the material out of which the article is made is scarce anything, and the 
labor in its manufacture in Wales, whence it is principally imported, is little more. 

Your memorialists beg to suggest that a specific duty laid on per ton weight, or thousand tale, would 
afford such protection as to place the laborer in Wales and the laborer in Pennsylvania upon an equal 
footing, and tend to save to this country a portion of its capital otherwise disbursed abroad. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

By order of the Board of Managers of the Northampton Slate Quarry Company of Pennsylvania. 

DANIEL GROVES, President. 

Geo. Bituineton, Secretary. 
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IN FAVOR OF INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 20, 1828. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 


The petition of the subscribers, citizens of the county of Alleghany, Pennsylvania, humbly showeth: 
That your petitioners reside in a district highly favorable to the business of growing wool and of 
manufacturing woolen cloth; they therefore respectfully claim the protection of both interests, so far ag 
may be compatible with the general welfare. In regard to the manufacturing of woolens, they have the 
express admission of the committee by whom the late tariff bill was reported, “that if the cost of the 
wool and the cost of the foreign materials used for dyeing were the same in both countries, the process of 
manufacturing wool into cloth fitted for the market can be performed as cheap in this country as it can 
in England.” It is admitted, on all hands, that under a fair protection the manufacture of woolens would 
be very soon extended, so as wholly to supply the country with American clothing. From these facts it is 
obvious that the encouragement of the manufacture cannot have the effect of a tax on the consumer, 
whether he be poor or rich; that the home competition would in this, as in every other instance of manu- 
facture by machinery, regulate and reduce the price to the consumer. This has been the effect of the high 
duty on cotton goods, and no reason has been or can be given why a like cause should not produce like 
effects in regard to woolens. It is also clear, from the showing of the committee, that the price of woolen 
cloths can only be raised to the consumer by increasing the price of wool and of the dyeing materials used 
in its manufacture. If, then, the objection of taxing the consumer be a reason against the increase of 
duties on imported articles, it lies not against the duty upon cloth, ‘which is made in this country as 
cheap as in England,” but applies, in substance and effect, to the “wool and dye stuffs” entering into its 
fabrication. And the report of the committee saves the manufacture from a stale objection, which the 
experience of the nation has refuted, and turns it, in effect, against the higher duties upon raw wool. But 
your memorialists have no fear of oppression from high duties upon either wool or woolens; nor have 
they ever heard a poor man complain of or deprecate the protection of the national industry by which he 
finds employment. The rich may, as they have often done, speak in his name against such protection; 
but they have spoken without authority, and misrepresented his wishes. We are anxious that the wool- 
growing interest of the country should be amply and decidedly protected; and that, for this purpose, a 
high duty should be laid on all foreign wool for which American wool can be substituted in the manufac- 
ture of cloth. Our wishes in behalf of the wool-grower have never led us to desire the destruction of 
manufactories which he cannot supply, and in the protection of which the nation has a deep interest. 
The prosperity of the wool-grower must depend upon the extent of the market for his wool. American 
wool cannot be exported to foreign countries; it must be consumed at home. The value of wool must, 
therefore, be regulated altogether by the demand at the manufactories, and that demand will be increased 
in proportion to the extent of the manufacture. If, then, the manufacture of cloth is carried on as cheaply 
in the United States as in Great Britain, and it is only depressed by a difference in the cost of the raw 
material, the cloth may be protected to any extent without the least danger of oppression or monopoly. 
Let it, therefore, be extensively and amply protected, and the market thereby extended for American 
wool; and if a further protection to wool, which all men desire, be calculated to embarrass the manufac- 
turer, let the duty upon the cloth be raised proportionably, and the nation clothe itself from its own flocks 
instead of depending upon foreign countries. 
With these sentiments, your memorialists earnestly pray that the amendment to that part of the tariff 
which relates to woolens, offered by Mr. Mallary, chairman of the Committee on Manufactures, and an 
abstract of which is subjoined, may be adopted by Congress. 


TARIFF.—DUTIES PROPOSED IN THE BILL REPORTED BY THE COMMITTEE ON MANUFACTURES. 


1. On raw wool 7 cents per pound, and 40 per cent. ad valorem until the 30th of June, 1829, and after 
that to be increased 5 per cent. annually until it amounts to 50 per cent. 

2. On manufactures of wool, or of which wool is a component part, (except blankets, worsted stuff 
goods, bombazines, hosiery, mits, gloves, caps, and bindings,) the actual value of which at the place 
whence imported shall not exceed 50 cents the square yard, sixteen cents the square yard. 

3. Exceeding 50 cents and not exceeding 100 cents per square yard, forty cents the square yard. 

4, Exceeding $1 and not exceeding $2 50, one dollar per square yard. 

5. Exceeding $2 50 and not exceeding $4, to be deemed to have cost $4, and to pay a duty of forty 
per cent. ad valorem. 

6. Exceeding $4, a duty of forty-five per cent. ad valorem. 


MR. MALLARY’S AMENDMENT. 


To strike out the foregoing provisions of the committee’s bill and insert as follows: 


1, On raw wool, costing at the place whence imported more than 8 cents per pound, 20 cents per 
pound until 30th of June, 1829; after which time 2} cents per pound to be added annually until it 
amounts to 50 cents. 

2. On all manufactures of wool, or of which wool is a component part, (except as in the committee’s 
bill,) the actual value of which at the place whence imported does not exceed 50 cents the square yard, 
to be deemed to have cost 50 cents per square yard, and to pay 40 per cent. until 30th of June, 1829; after 
which 5 per cent. to be added annually until it amounts to 50 per cent. 

3. Exceeding 50 cents and not exceeding $2 50 the square yard, to be deemed to have cost $2 50, and 
to be charged as in this section before provided. 

4. Exceeding $2 50 and not exceeding $4, to be deemed to have cost $4, and to be charged as in this 
section before provided. 
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5. Exceeding $4 and not exceeding $6, to be deemed to have cust $6, and to be charged as in this 
section before provided. 
6. Exceeding $6, to pay 40 per cent. ad valorem, to be increased annually 5 per cent. until it amounts 


to fifty per cent. 
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AGAINST INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 21, 1828.. 
ANTI-TARIFF MEETING IN SUMTER DISTRICT. 


An adjourned meeting of the citizens of Sumter district (S. C.) was held at the court-house, on the 
3d day of September, to receive the report of the committee appointed to draught a memorial to Congress 
on the subject of the proposed tariff on woolens. Colonel Spann resumed the chair, and the meeting being 
organized, the following report of the committee was submitted by its chairman, the Hon. Stepuen D. 
MILLER: 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled: 


Your memorialists respectfully show: That they are a portion of the citizens of the Union, and parties to 
the contract by which the Government of the United States was organized. As citizens, they have a right 
to expect that the General Government will respect their interests; as parties, they have a right to put 
their own honest and deliberate construction upon the great compact which binds together the various 
interests and communities within these United States. 

They trust, because they are not in the havit of pressing their claims upon the General Government 
or continually asking favors, that, nevertheless, their attachments are as strong as any portion of this 
Union to the Federal Government. 

Your memorialists beg leave to state that they are engaged in agriculture: principally in the culti- 
vation of cotton as a staple for sale; that the low price of that article now makes the capital of those 
engaged in its cultivation almost a dead one. After paying the necessary expenses incident to their 
plantations, it requires the most rigid industry and economy to save their property from going into the 
hands of the sheriff. It is believed that no part of the Union is more depressed or derives less benefit 
from the capital invested, than that engaged in cotton plantations. 

No State is more attached to lier own institutions than South Carolina; no one has more heartily 
sustained the General Government. In 1801 she sacrificed the political pretensions of one of her most 
illustrious sons to the great constitutional principles which we now maintain. We have, therefore, 
derived but little pecuniary assistance from the General Government. During the revolutionary war 
our district was the theatre of hostilities. Great Britain complimented us so far as to direct her opera- 
tions to its almost entire destruction and devastation; yet that bounty conferred by Congress on the 
revolutionary soldiers never reached Marton’s or Sumter’s men. This State pays, at this time, a very 
large sum of money to her revolutionary pensioners. No murmur is heard from us because the funds of 
the General Government are applied in payment of the northern regulars. We were particularly 
operated upon by the restrictive measures antecedent to the last war. We yielded a cheerful support to 
the general cause, and when, finally, war was declared, we embarked with the utmost zeal in its prosecu- 
tion. When other States were crippling the operations of the General Government our Legislature 
assumed and paid our quota of the direct tax, and raised a brigade of troops to assist in the defence of 
our shores from the ravages of the conquerors of Bonaparte. We refer to these historical facts not as 
conferring merit upon us, but to repel a belief that we are influenced in our present opposition to certain 
powers claimed by Congress by factious or revolutionary views. Our creed is the same now that it was 
in 1798, and it is a minor point with us who administers the Government so that it is administered upon 
the constitutional principles which brought the republican party into power. The unmeasured and 
unmurmuring contributions heretofore paid to our grandparent, the General Government, proves how 
little we regard money, how much we regard national character. When has South Carolina asked a 
favor from the General Government? When has she received one? We have uniformly looked to our 
own industry and our own State institutions as the means of improving our condition. The people of 
this State would scarcely feel or know the existence of the General Government but for our foreign 
relations, in which the Carolinian character is lost in the United States citizen. ‘Let us alone” is now 
the sole prayer of your memorialists, 

At the last session of Congress a bill passed the House of Representatives having for its professed 
object the protection of the manufacture of woolen cloths. We owe it to the Constitution, we owe it to 
our own interests, and we think we owe it to the permanency of the Union, to remonstrate against the 
principle and policy of that bill. We deny that Congress has the right to prohibit the importation of 
foreign articles with the direct view to the protection of domestic manufactures. This power was not 
directly delegated to Congress, nor can it fairly be claimed as an incidental one. A power to regulate 
commerce does not imply a power to annihilate it. The very language used supposes the existence of 
commerce. The principle upon which the prohibitory system is founded leads to its utter destruction. 
An embargo having for its object a permanent confinement of our products to our own market would be 
constitutional or not, dependent upon the motive for its adoption. If it were adopted with a view to 
compel foreign nations to concede a reciprocity of commercial privileges, it would be legitimate, as a 
mean incident to the power to regulate commerce. An embargo to abolish all commerce, and compel an 
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inter-exchange of commodities between citizens of this Union, with a view to the protection of domestic 
manufactures, would be unconstitutional— 

Ist. Because no direct power to impose an embargo is given. It cannot be claimed as an incident to 
the power to regulate commerce. It not only ig not incident to the power to regulate, but it is at war 
with the power given in the very clause. 

2d. If Congress had all power not reserved, it might fairly be shown that the assumed absolute 
sovereignty of the Government in this particular was limited by the insertion of this clause; since giving 
the power supposes it would be used. A direction to regulate commerce imposes on it a duty to preserve, 
not to destroy. 

A total prohibition of all foreign importations is liable to the same objections. If Congress can 
furnish a partial protection by a partial prohibition, it can extend, and the same policy will make it extend, 
the principle to a total prohibition, and thereby abolish all commerce. This we maintain Congress has 
no right to do. 

The only other clause which is supposed to confer this power is the revenue clause. We deny that 
Congress has the right to lay a direct tax to protect domestic manufactures, or an impost or excise for 
this purpose. The power to tax is given to pay the debts and provide for the common defence and general 
welfare. This is not an absolute and undefined power, and we respectfully submit that no substantive 
power is given by this clause, save the power of taxation, which is limited to the demand of funds 
necessary to fulfil thé purposes for which specific powers are given. Congress has not the naked power 
to borrow money, or create a debt for the sole purpose of laying a tax to pay the debt; but being in debt 
according to some of the express powers of Congress, then the right to lay the tax is legitimately called 
into action. Nor do the other limitations of the use of the taxing power give any substantive power. 
They only constitute Congress trustees to lay out the funds, not according to their discretion, but for the 
purposes, and those alone, designated in the list of the powers of the General Government. It is perfectly 
fair in testing this power to negative its existence by its liability to abuse. It is fair to suppose that the 
convention would not have adopted a constitution with the power to do so much evil, when they were so 
cautious in specifying the powers to do good. If Congress has the power to lay imposts, &c., for any 
purpose which its wisdom regards as conducive to the general welfare, it follows as a fair inference that 
the right of private property does not exist in this country. Congress is then supreme, and the only 
security the citizen has for his estate and his rights is the will of a majority of Congress. <A single 
illustration: A, B, and C, merchants in Boston, petition the General Government to grant them twenty 
millions of dollars, alleging that it would be for the general welfare to make the grant. Congress con- 
siders this petition, and determines it would be for the general welfare to make these three men rich, and 
then lays a tax for that purpose; or, in other words, they can at pleasure tax one man to enrich another. 
An extension of this doctrine covers the ground occupied by the manufacturer. He says it is for the 
general welfare that he should grow rich, and not being able to succeed himself, he asks Congress to tax 
his feilow-citizens for his use. Against such doctrine we protest, and say that Congress never was clothed 
with the power of taxation to make one citizen rich by making another poor. 

It never formed one of the articles of the copartnership agreement that the firm, for what a majority 
considered a general benefit, should make a requisition on the private funds of the individual partners for 
the purposes not contemplated by the original association, or that the private property unpledged should 
be subject to contributions for purposes at war with the peculiar interests of some of the partners. 

If the power to lay a tax to protect domestic manufactures is not given by the Constitution, it follows 
that obedience to such a law would involve neither a moral nor a legal duty; but rather the consideration 
how far “it is better to bear the ills we have than fly to others that we know not of.” Our fathers 
assumed as a political axiom that the British Parliament could not tax them without their assent. It 
remains yet to be determined how far an American Congress can successfully indulge in experiments at 
the expense of those great truths which made us a free and independent people. 

But, independent of constitutional objections, we think a wise and a just Congress will see abundant 
good cause to reject the inordinate claims of the manufacturers. 

Your memorialists submit that it is the true policy of the General Government to interfere as little 
as possible with the domestic concerns of its citizens. Ours is a compound Government, and the great 
majority of the people in these States are more attached to their own laws and institutions than to the 
laws and regulations of Congress. :We think we may state truly the abstract proposition, that the General 
Government will last inversely as it is felt. We all concede to Congress the management of external 
relations; but the moment Congress assumes a right to manage our household affairs, to drive our children 
and servants from the plough to the spinning-jenny, and our wagons to the mountains instead of the sea- 
shore for a market, a difficulty commences. These are matters that our State Legislatures profess also to 
regulate, and the people of this country will become tired of double duties and double allegiance. 

We admire that policy that has heretofore induced Congress to omit to exercise certain powers 
expressly given. Congress has not passed a bankrupt law. The principal objection to the exercise of 
this power would be the extension of the judicial authority of the United States into the very bosom of 
the daily concerns of the citizens of the several States. In support of the general position that the 
exercise of concurrent power by Congress and the States upon the same subject-matter is calculated to 
throw Congress into the wake of State authority in the affections of the people, we remark, the most 
beneficial and popular powers of Congress are the exclusive ones. The mail department is an exclusive 
one, and certainly a most popular one; but the power to construct roads, being concurrent, is resisted, and, 

independent of its constitutionality, its popularity with the people would ultimately depend upon the 
extent of its interference with State authority. How extremely oppressive and expensive is the administra- 
tion of justice in the federal courts! Were all these cases prosecuted in those courts over which they 
clearly have jurisdiction, it is thought the people would most reluctantly submit to their operation. Every 
person is familiar with his own courts; but when he is carried into the United States courts, his rights 
confided to strangers, subjected to other laws than those he is accustomed to, compelled to incur expense, 
delay, and trouble unknown to his domestic forums, federal laws and justice cease to be objects of venera- 
tion. It is easy to see that in this State, (and the same is supposed of other States,) if the full power 
of the federal court were brought into actual practical operation, it would become odious to the people. 
From choice only a few of the cases of concurrent jurisdiction are brought in that court. It is therefore 
cherished by us with affection, and regarded only as the umpire of great constitutional questions. 

In the prosecution of the undisputed powers of Congress immense revenue is required. Should that 
policy prevail which dries up commerce instead of raising our revenue at the custom-house by an opera- 
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tion invisible, unfelt, but most efficient, we should be compelled to adopt direct taxation. It is obvious 
that this system must necessarily become odious in proportion as it is inconvenient and oppressive. We 
put it to the consideration of Congress, the most enlightened deliberative assembly on earth, whether this 
Union will not be in danger when the time shall have arrived that the prohibitory system shall drive 
Congress to direct taxation, with the ill feeling created by a belief that one portion of the Union is made 
tributary to the other, and that a resort to direct taxation is a consequence of such unequal and unjust 
legislation? We ask those in favor of the protecting system if its tendency is not to compel a resort to 
direct taxation? We have so far seen with pleasure the manufacturers satisfied to rely upon the protec- 
tion created by our revenue laws; but when the demand is raised to such height as to produce as well an 
exclusion of foreign importation as of direct taxation, the manufacturers cease to be objects of partiality 
or respect. Much as we regard their success as a portion of the capital, enterprise, and industry of the 
country, we should prefer their total abandonment to the single evil of a permanent system of direct 
taxation. In justification of this opinion we beg leave to state some of our reasons. 

We regard it as of the first importance that the people should respect the General Government. We 
ask, what would have been the state of public opinion at the conclusion of the last war if the direct tax 
had been continued with the avowed motive to protect domestic manufactures? Would Congress now 
venture a capitation tax in favor of domestic manufactures? It would require a military force to collect 
such a tax. When the revenue ceases to be collected from duties we shall have double taxation upon 
us—our State tax, our federal tax, a tax on light, a tax on our houses, our lands, wagons, stills, carriages, 
steamboats, and, last of all, a tax on population. What an unenviable spectacle to see a State collector, 
a federal collector, seizing the same article to exact from the impoverished citizen the double tax he pays 
for his double security from Government! In proportion as the expenditure of public money is removed, 
so will the people regard as useless and oppressive any tax paid by them to the support of an alien and distant 
Government! Under such a state of things the General Government will be regarded as a curse rather 
than as a blessing. But suppose our anticipations are not realized, and that the spirit of the people should 
bow down before the power of Congress and willingly pay the direct tax as a conscious duty they owe 
for the benefits conferred by Congress, a state of things will arise as much to be deprecated; an attach- 
ment to the General Government will bring contempt upon the State authority. When an habitual 
recurrence is had to congressional legislation, the State Governments will be finally superseded, and con- 
solidation will be the order of the day. In such a state of things the rights of the minority (rather their 
interests, for they would have no rights) would be sacrificed. The ground assumed that the elective 
principle would save the minority is absurd. ere Congress what some desire it to be—absolute and 
supieme—a majority of the members of Congress might faithfully represent their constituents while they 
run rough-shod over the interests of the minority. 

There is one other general consideration, which we respectfully submit, connected with the abolition 
of commerce. The maritime power of this Government will cease to exist when commerce ceases. The 
sailor in peace is easily made the successful defender of our rights in war. We may depend on the militia 
or conscription for defence on land, but experience will alone enable the seaman to triumph. With the 
demise of commerce the fame of our Navy will be escheated to Government and its proceeds applied to 
the use of the money-loving manufacturing monopolist. 

The foregoing observations are general, but we have objections subordinate and peculiar to ourselves. 
It is at least the firm conviction of the southern planters that this law will operate injuriously to their 
interests, not only in hazarding the interests with a foreign market, but in subjecting them to a positive, 
direct, and intended contribution to the manufacturer. 

We trust Congress will not be disposed to sacrifice our interests for the general welfare. We rely 
upon that article in the Constitution which says private property shall not be taken for public purposes 
without compensation as a shield against Government confiscation. It is vain for the manufacturer to 
tell us this law is for our benefit. Analyze the specious reasoning of the manufacturer, and it resolves 
itself into this practical argunient: A, a manufacturer, tells B, a planter or mechanic, I have some home- 
spun for sale at'$1 per yard. B says this is forty cents per yard more than I can obtain the same quality 
for at another market. A then says I will apply to Congress, and you shall buy at my price. Can it be 
possible that an enlightened and just Government will sustain such pretensions ? 

There is one view of this question which ought to circumscribe the efforts of the manufacturer himself. 
It is a mistake to suppose that slave labor cannot compete with free labor in any form. If, in despite of 
our wishes, we are compelled to worship their idol, it is difficult to see why what is profitable in New 
England cannot be made more profitable in South Carolina. 

Your memorialists beg leave to state, in conclusion, that they have great confidence in the justice 
and good sense of Congress. In stating some of their objections to the proposed measure they have been 
influenced more by a desire to repel an inference of their acquiescence from their silence than by the hope 
of producing conviction among such as differ from them. Their faithful and zealous Representatives 
understand their interest, and have heretofore justly spoken their sentiments. ‘To them, and to the other 
able and eloquent champions of agriculture and commerce, they appeal to supply the argument; to 
that noble sense of justice which pervades your body they appeal to decide the question. And your 
memorialists will ever pray. 





On motion, the foregoing memorial was unanimously adopted by the meeting. 

It was then, on motion, 

Resolved, That a standing committee of ten be appointed for the purpose of receiving such communi- 
cations on the subject of the tariff as may be addressed by other committees to the citizens of this district, 
and for the purpose of communicating with the committees of such other districts as may be appointed 
for the occasion. 

The following gentlemen were appointed to compose the above committee: Messrs. R. I. Manning, 
Moses Benbow, W. A. Colclough, James Haynsworth, F. I. Moses, W. Mayrant, jr., Robert Muldrow, 
Charles Williams, sr., Thomas Baker, and Samuel E. Nelsoi. 

Resolved, That a copy of the memorial be forwarded to each of the Senators and Representatives in 
Congress from this State. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be published in the Charleston Mercury, the Columbia 
Telescope, and the Cheraw Spectator, and that the memorial be printed in a pamphlet form for distribution, 


The meeting then adjourned. 
JAMES G. SPANN, Chairman. 
Frankuin I. Moszs, Secretary. 
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AGAINST INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MARCH 21, 1828. 


ABBEVILLE Disrrict, S. C. 


According to previous notice, indiscriminately given and extensively circulated, a large meeting of 
the citizens of Abbeville district was held in the court-house on Monday, August 6. General Edmund 
Ware was called to the chair, and Wyatt W. Stark appointed secretary. Joseph Black, Esq., called the 
attention of the meeting to the woolens bill, and urged the necessity of memorializing Congress in oppo- 
sition to it. D. L. Wardlaw, Esq., moved that a committee of nine should be appointed to prepare a 
memorial and resolutions on this subject, to be reported the first Monday in next month. After addresses 
from Mr. Wardlaw, Mr. Black, Colonel Bowie, Colonel Noble, and Major Bull, the motion was adopted; 
and the chairman nominated for the committee D. L. Wardlaw, Joseph Black, Patrick Noble, A. Bowie, 
W. A. Bull, James Calhoun, W. 8. Campbell, W. W. Stark, and Edmund Ware—the last upon special 
motion. The meeting was adjourned until the first Monday of September. 

On Monday, September 3, 1827, the assemblage of citizens was one of the largest ever seen at this 
place. The court-room, which is very large, was crowded to oppression, and many who could not find 
room to stand within thronged around the doors and windows. Mr. Wardlaw, from the committee 
appointed at the last meeting, after some prefatory remarks, introduced the following memorial and 
resolutions. These were sustained by Mr. Campbell, Colonel Noble, Major Bull, Mr. Stark, Mr. Black, 
John S. Pressly, Esq., and Colonel Bowie, and were unanimously adopted. On motion of Colonel Noble, 
it was ordered, nem. con., that they should be entered as the unanimous act of the citizens assembled. 

EDMUND WARE, Chairman. 

W. W. Srark, Secretary. 





To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled: 


We, the citizens of Abbeville district, respectfully approach your honorable body as memorialists, to 
remonstrate against the passage of the woolens bill, or any other bill for imposing protecting duties, and to 
pray the repeal of all laws now in force of this character, and an abandonment of the principle. 

We will not occupy your time by repeating arguments to show that the whole protecting system is 
contrary to the well-established doctrines of political economy everywhere applicable; and that in this 
country especially it is inexpedient, as it leads necessarily to entire prohibition, and even now subtracts 
from the whole sum of national wealth; diminishes the demand and value of our exportations; seriously 
affects our trade; is injurious to the only revenue system the country can well abide; and is well calculated 
to destroy our foreign commerce, shipping interest, commercial marine, and navy; to arrest the settlement 
of our public lands; to render the yeomanry of the country subservient to dangerous accumulations of 
capital; and to thwart all the correct policy of the country; nor will we attempt to expose the peculiarly 
offensive provisions of the woolens bill, and the inapplicability of the reasons urged in its support; but 
we will proceed to the representation of grievances felt by us immediately connected with the principle 
of this system. 

When the oppressive tariff bill of 1824 was before your honorable body, its passage was in a great 
degree affected by its friends representing it as a final adjustment of the subject; and although we then 
believed, and now believe, that it was an adjustment wholly at the sacrifice of the great interests engaged 
in cultivating the principal staples for exportation, and in carrying on the foreign commerce of the country, 
yet such was our attachment to the union, peace, and harmony of the country that we felt disposed to 
acquiesce in the unequal terms of compromise. The consequence was such as experience ought to have 
taught would follow. Avarice is never satiated. Two years had not elapsed before the great monopolists 
of the eastern States, to whose advantage the tariff of 1824 almost exclusively operated, began to demand 
additional bounties by urging the passage of the woolens bill; and we now behold them resorting to new 
and dangerous measures to effect their schemes at the next session. To concentrate their force, a meeting 
has been held in the imposing form of a convention of thirteen States. The prejudices, interests, and 
feelings of various sections have been artfully invoked, and exchanges of monopolies arranged. Iron, 
hemp, whiskey, cotton goods, wool, and copper, offer the hopes of gain to those who have no share in the 
woolens; to others interested in none of these the profits of internal improvements and bounties of public 
lands promise rich rewards. Combining the whole under the misapplied name of the “ American system,” 
bold speculators in politics and manufactures hope, through the Congress of the United States, to achieve 
their purposes of self-aggrandizement at the expense of the great mass of the people, who have taken no 
share in their intrigues, or are deluded by party feelings and the vain expectation of advantage. No 
doubt now exists that total prohibition of all foreign fabrics, which by the most extravagant encouragement 
can be produced in this country, is contemplated. It may not be effected or proposed at once; but if not 
at once arrested by the intelligence and justice of Congress, the scheme will be persevered in while ever 
the other sections of the Union will bear burdens sufficient to compensate the increased burdens which 
the favors granted to obtain friends will impose upon the various classes of manufacturers in common 
with others. If once fairly established, the system will grow without the adventitious aids now called to 
its assistance, and will create in its progress interests and influences strong enough to support it long 
after general consent shall have pronounced it ruinous and intolerable. These things have brought the 
sense of past injuries forcibly to our minds, and caused us to look with apprehension to the future. We 
have borne too long; our only hope is to revert to first principles, to redress our past wrongs, and resist 
all future impositions ! We see that our burdens are to be increased while a cent is left which may be 
wrung from us by an odious monopoly; and we feel justified, whatever may have been our disposition to 
acquiesce in the tariff of 1824, to remonstrate against the entire system, as we now solemnly do, under 
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the most sincere conviction that, if not arrested, it will lead to the poverty and misery of ourselves and 
our posterity, and finally to the extinction of the liberty of our country. 

To be subject to no restraint which does not produce general good more than sufficient to counter- 
balance the individual hardships is our notion of civil liberty; and we deem all interferences of Government 
which are not plainly useful to the community as pernicious; if wilfully persevered in, tyrannical. Our 
Constitution may be abused no less in its exercise than in its violation. The powers essential to the public 
good may all, without transgressing the limits assigned, be perverted to inexpedient, dangerous, unjust, 
and tyrannical use; under the color of the terms in which several of them are granted may be performed 
acts wholly beyond the intention with which they were conferred. Much necessarily was left to the sound 
discretion of the agents, conscientiously to be exercised. Each branch of Government is bound to presume 
‘the purity of its co-ordinate members, and to attribute every act to such motive as is essential to its 
validity. The sovereign power of the people, enforcing the responsibility of the rulers, is necessarily the 
only check to most inexpedient exercises and dangerous perversions of the powers granted in the Consti- 
tution. From these premises we infer that many acts which the Supreme Court would rightfully pronounce 
constitutional, the people, free from all the trammels of presumptions which the court must make, may 
well pronounce to be unconstitutional; that many acts which are constitutional the people may well resist 
as tyrannical and unjust; and that against a determined majority the oppressed are often without remedy 
in the constitutional checks of power. We are not bound to presume a measure totally uncalled for by 
the state of our foreign relations, which is avowedly intended and plainly tends to the destruction of 
commerce, to be a regulation of commerce; we are not bound to presume a measure which will diminish, 
if not destroy, the revenue from imports, and which, throughout its discussion, and everywhere but on its 
face, appears to be a measure for the protection of one branch of industry to the prostration of others, to 
be a measure for increasing the revenue from imports. As part of the people who made the Constitution, 
and whose consent maintains it, who know its objects and can inquire into the motives of those who act 
under it, we refer ourselves and others to a higher standard of construction than the technical and 
necessarily constrained decisions of a judicial tribunal. We claim the benefit of the Constitution in its 
spirit and good sense, and not according to its terms extended to the furthest limit which the uncon- 
scientious exercise of one branch of Government might go without coming within the reach of a co-ordinate 
branch. We have searched in vain for the power given to Congress to lay duties for the protection of 
domestic manufactures. But on this subject we disdain to cavil about terms. As Americans, we know 
that equality of rights is the pervading principle of our Constitution, and we feel that no law by which 
one class of citizens is oppressed for the benefit of another can be reconciled with the rights of man, as 
they have been established by reason, as they were maintained in our Revolution, or as they are secured 
in the great charter of our liberties. 

Without entering further into the consideration of the great political questions connected with this 
subject, we propose to consider it simply as it really is, and as it is stated by the manufacturers them- 
selves. The tariff of protection is intended to relieve them from existing difficulties, so as to enable them 
to carry on profitably what they represent to be without it a losing business. 

Every tariff for protecting any branch of industry is neither more nor less than a tax on the imported 
article, laid with a view of raising its price in order to give the home manufacturer a better market. Its 
very essence is a bounty founded on monopoly in favor of the producer, and against those who simply 
consume. The measure of the bounty to the former is the increased price of the article and the quantity 
consumed, and the measure of the tax on the latter is the same; so that the gain and loss to the parties 
are strictly reciprocal. 

In representing the tariff as a tax intended to increase the price of the article for the benefit of the 
manufacturer we do not intend to assert that the advantage of the increased price accrues solely to him. 
Others, such as the laborers in the factories, the artisans employed in making the machinery, and the 
farmers employed in raising supplies, more or less participate. If, however, the operations of the monopoly 
secured by the tariff could be limited to the manufacturer himself and those participating in its profits 
with him, it is manifest they would stand in the double character of producers and consumers, and would 
lose in the one character what they gained in the other—which result could not fail, by proving the 
monopoly useless or pernicious, to render it odious. Very different is the case when the monopoly extends 
to others who are mere consumers of the articles, without participating, directly or indirectly, in the 
advantages of the increased price ; to them it is a pure loss, and that loss, being added to the profit side 
of the manufacturer and those participating with him, constitutes their real gains; and it is clear, that as 
their profit will increase with the increase in number of the consumers on whom the monopoly may 
operate, if this number be large, the gains may be so great as to create a powerful interest in favor of 
preserving and increasing the monopoly. The result in this case must be, that opposite interests will be 
created in the community—the one demanding incessantly additional monopoly by additional tariffs, and 
the other resisting the injustice and oppression; and if it should happen that the country be extensive, and 
the manufacturers occupy one portion and the consumers the other, these opposing interests will assume 
a geographical character. Such your memorialists conceive to be the case in our country ‘The United 
States consist of more than 12,000,000 of people, spread over nearly 2,500,000 square miles, with great 
diversity of situation and pursuit; some portions of this immense country being fully ripe for manufac- 
turing, while others cannot be for generations to come. Over this greatly extended and diversified 
country the tariff acts uniformly in raising the price of the articles on which it may be imposed, while its 
benefit is limited to that portion of the country ripe for manufacturing establishments, which alone can 
take advantage of the monopoly thus secured, and on the rest of the community it acts simply as a tax 
on consumption. These two portions of the community are, for the most part, separated by well-marked 
geographical lines, which, however, we will not undertake the invidious task of drawing; sufficient it is 
to say that there are upwards of five millions of people grouped together on whom every tariff must act 
as a tax on consumption, and, consequently, from the nature of things, it must give to those residing in 
another section a monopoly to the extent of the tax. When to the number of the former are added the 
fertility of their soil, the favorable nature of their climate to produce the great staples of the country, 
and, above all, the extent of the existing tariff, it will be seen that a more profitable monopoly never 
existed than the latter now enjoy; nor is it in the least surprising that its mighty profits, diffused directly 
or indirectly over nearly the whole of their section of the country, should create there, as we now behold, 
an almost universal interest to maintain and increase it. In their zeal for the tariff, it is clear that the 
manufacturers and those participating with them do not aim merely at securing themselves against 
foreign competition or at the benefit of what may be truly called the home mar'et—that of their own 
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States; but their aim is the great and profitable market of the consuming States, where the gains are 
pure gains to them, unaccompanied by burden or loss. For it is as much in the power of the Legislatures 
of the manufacturing States to secure their own home markets to their manufacturers, and thereby 
effectually protect them against foreign competition within their limits, as it is in the power of Congress 
to secure to them the market of the Union, and by the same means, under a different name. The difference 
between a tariff which may be laid by your honorable body in favor of the manufacturer and a bounty 
paid to him out of the Treasury is merely nominal. Both must be paid by a tax on the community, with 
this simple difference: that in the one case it is paid directly to the manufacturer by the consumer in the 
shape of increased price, and in the other it is first paid into the Treasury before it passes to him. <A 
tax in his favor, in the latter shape, is in the power of State legislation, and, to the extent of the State, 
may be made effectual to exclude all competition. How happens it, then, that the manufacturers do not 
apply to their State Legislatures for protection, and that none of the manufacturing States have adopted 
the protecting policy by granting bounties? The answer is clear: a bounty thus granted would be a 
monopoly on the monopolists themselves; the profit and loss would fall together, and would neutralize 
each other. It is not, then, simple protection against foreign competition—which can be effectually 
granted by the States, through bounties—that the manufacturer desires, as he pretends, but a monopoly 
against the five millions of consumers inhabiting the section of country engaged in raising the great 
agricultural staples of the country. Such a monopoly can be created only through your honorable body 
by a tariff imposed for the purpose, which your memorialists do solemnly believe cannot be done without 
extending your power beyond the assigned limits of the Constitution, without interfering with the rights 
sacredly reserved to the States, and without the grossest injustice and oppression. 

The reason why application for protection is made to your honorable body instead of the State 
Legislatures fully explains why the system of protection by Congress is so popular in the manufacturing 
portions of the country. Not that we would be understood as insinuating that our fellow-citizens in these 
States urge the system with a view of profiting at our expense. If such was the fact, it would prove that 
all political ties and sympathies had terminated, and would not constitute a case for remonstrance. On 
the contrary, we believe that the great body of the people in these States (always excepting the designing 
politician and the aristocratical monopolist) are sincerely in favor of the system on what they esteem 
honest grounds. They see and feel the benefits as to themselves and their portion of country. They see 
villages, towns, and cities springing up as by magic, improvement extending, and capital growing with 
unexampled rapidity, and they truly trace these wonderful effects to the tariff, but without suspecting 
that all their great profit and boundless prosperity are wrung through its agency from a large class of 
their fellow-citizens, with whom it is accompanied by poverty and misery equalling their own gains and 
prosperity. It is not unnatural to judge by what is seen and felt; and if it is expected that we should 
give implicit faith to the testimony of those in favor of the system who profit by it, surely it is not asking 
too much that we, who, on the contrary, are ground to dust by it, should claim equal faith in our adverse 
testimony. We see and feel embarrassment, distress, and decay, which we no less trace truly to the 
tariff. Great as may be the unanimity in favor of the system of monopoly throughout the manufacturing 
section, no less great against it is the unanimity among the millions who inhabit the other section. There 
can then be no rational doubt that the effects of the system are directly opposite in the two portions of 
the country; so much so, that the prosperity of the one may be measured by the adversity of the other so 
far as its operation is concerned. If such be the fact, as cannot be questioned, it is manifest that the only 
point which can be presented for the consideration of your honorable body on the passage of a tariff’ bill 
of protection is, whether, representing as you do these United States, confederated for mutual protection 
and benefit, you can justly and constitutionally promote the happiness of one part by sacrificing that of 
another, not much less numerous, and equally intelligent and patriotic ? 

That the interests of a country of great extent may, on a particular point, become thus opposed, and 
that the major interest, through perversion of the powers conferred on Congress, may exercise a despotic 
control over the minor, we have the authority of one of the ablest men the country has produced. “It is,” 
he says, “of great importance in a Republic, not only to guard society against the oppression of the rulers, 
but to guard one part of society against the oppression of the other part. If a majority be united by 
common interest, the rights of the minority will be insecure.” Again: “In a society under which the 
stronger factions can readily unite and oppress the weaker, anarchy may as truly be said to reign as in a 
state of nature, where the weaker individual is not secured against the violence of the stronger.” Such 
is the opinion of ALExanpER Hamitron; and those who respect his memory ought seriously to reflect whether 
there be any case where adverse interests are more likely to spring up than the one under consideration, 
and what are the consequences which may follow from their urging on the dangerous state which he so 
forcibly depicts. 

It is sacrificing substance to form to say that laws are equal because their terms are general, when 
circumstances beyond the reach of the laws control their operation. Every proposition to protect any 
branch of manufactures in this country, from the nature of things, we have shown, must be sectional: in 
this character it is discussed, and from this those who pray its passage promise to themselves their gain. 
Would the woolen manufacturers desire the passage of the woolens bill if the whole Union was equally 
prepared to seize its advantages, and domestic manufacture sufficient to supply the demand were likely 
to arise in every county, or even in every State? No; it would then be a common benefit or common 
burden. At present the benefit is to be enjoyed by others—the burden alone is extended to us. What 
would our northern brethren think of an act of Congress granting a bounty to every grower in the United 
States of cotton, rice, or other product peculiar to the climate of the south? Such a measure would be 
general in its terms; the mode of encouragement would be no less legitimate than by duties on imports; 
and the natural obstacles to their profiting by it would be no more insurmountable than the obstacles 
which preclude us from taking the benefit of the monopoly created for the protection of manufactures. 
Yet, if it were sufficiently strong to compensate us by one-half for the taxes we pay to their manufac- 
turers, such a measure would produce amongst them a sensation very different from the complacency 
with which they now regard the duty upon the importation of raw cotton into this country, which was 
imposed unnecessarily in the beginning, where there was no danger of foreign competition, and has never 
yielded either revenue or protection, from which the cotton-growing country has never derived the least 
benefit, which is but the name of consideration for the grievous exactions taken in exchange, and which 
we pray may be first included in the repeal of all tariffs of protection, that we no longer may be taunted 


with the pretence of favor to us. 
To the suggestion that, in time, all the sections of the Union will be in a situation to engage in manu- 
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factures, each, of the articles most suitable to its situation, and that the benefits and burdens of restriction 
will then be equal, we reply that justice forbids that, after others have enjoyed tribute from us for fifty 

ears, we should then only be admitted into equal rights with them, and be obliged, upon equal terms, to 
contend with their superiority over us, greater than the superiority of foreign manufactures over them 
of which they now complain. When any section is ripe for manufactures no encouragement is necessary; 
before then it is inexpedient, and given through Congress is unjust and unconstitutional. 

We are aware that the monopolists endeavor to reconcile the consumer to their profits by attempting 
to prove that protection does not enhance the price; but can there be an absurdity greater than to suppose 
that the home manufacturer, who now cannot persist in his trade, as he says, with an existing duty of 
about 50 per cent. on woolens, would be enabled to manufacture as cheap as the foreign manufacturer, 
provided all competition from abroad were inhibited, which would be substantially the fact if the woolens 
pill were passed? It is enough to oppress us, but to urge such arguments is to add insu!t to injury. 

Nor can the instance of coarse cottons support the sophistry of the monopolist. It is known that our 
country has now an advantage in the raw material of cotton over all others; notwithstanding which, we 
learn from good authority that the coarse cotton goods are now so much cheaper in Manchester than in 
this country that were it not for the high duty on them they would still be imported. It is not enough 
to prove that coarse cotton goods are cheaper now than when the tariff of 1816 was laid. The price of 
the raw material and labor have greatly fallen since, while the machinery has greatly improved. If the 
article be cheaper still abroad, as we believe, the difference of price is the bounty continued to be paid 
to the monopolist. 

It is a great mistake to conclude that there is no loss if an article does not rise on the imposition of 
a protecting tariff. Suppose there be neither rise nor fall in price, the country at least loses the old duty, 
which goes into the pocket of the monopolist as a bounty instead of going into the Public Treasury in the 
shape of duty. To indemnify the country, the price not only ought not to rise, but ought to fall the 
whole duty laid by the tariff; that is, if the woolens bill, which would almost entirely prohibit the foreign 
article, should pass, the price of woolens ought to fall about 50 per cent., which is about the present duty 
under which they are imported; and surely he must be a madman who could expect such a reduction in 
price, or who believed that if the manufacturers themselves expected it they would urge the bill. 

Every measure which diminishes importation also necessarily lessens the demand and price of our 
staples of exportation in the foreign market, as well by the natural operation of trade as by retaliatory 
duties likely to be incurred; and although a new market is afforded at home, yet it purchases only what 
else would have been better sold abroad; and not only are we burdened in it by the monopoly price of 
articles we take in exchange, but the quantity it purchases is necessarily limited to the supply of this 
country, within which only the manufactures sustained by our bounty can avoid foreign competition; so 
that a new loss to us and a new gain to the manufacturer accrues in the superabundance and diminished 
price of our raw materials. 

Are our profits sufficient to enable us, with economy, to bear the burden imposed upon us? They are 
derived from our honest industry unaided by restrictions or monopolies. If nature has given us advan- 
tages, Government has no right to take them away. We acknowledge not the principle of the Agrarian 
law. Cheerfully as we have ever afforded, and hope ever to afford, our assistance when required by our 
country, we maintain that no set of men have a right, without our consent, to take a portion of our 
property, and, without compensation to us, convert it to their own use. The injustice of such a proceeding 
becomes to us more galling when we reflect that the very manufacturers who are now most clamorous 
for higher gains at our expense receive a profit from their capital (as their acts, independent of their 
statements, show) greater than our most thriving farms afford. But prosperous or adverse, our princi- 
ples are the same. We insist upon a right to the profits of our own labor, except what the exigencies of 
our country require; and we claim liberty, restrained only for the general good, and equality of public 
burdens and public benefits. If our manufacturing brethren will sell to us as cheap as we can purchase 
abroad, we will give them the preference; further we would not ask them to do towards us. 

But we would present to your honorable body a feeble picture of our grievances if we were to limit 
our representation to the evils, great as they are, growing out of the measures adopted professedly to 
protect one branch of industry at the expense of another. It is with pain that a sense of duty compels 
us to probe the ulcer to the bottom; but be the consequence on those who, by tampering, have aggravated 
the disease to its present alarming state. 

A great change has taken place since the commencement of our Government, which has rendered the 
whole of our fiscal system unequal and oppressive to the great interest in behalf of which we have 
attempted to raise our voice. Under the existing state of things, the burdens and benefits of the system 
are unequal as can be imagined. The great interest to which we have so often referred, while it almost 
exclusively bears the burden of supporting the Government, participates but slightly in its advantages. 

Our revenue, with the exception in reality of not more than about half a million, (principally from 
the sales of public lands,) is derived from a tax on imports amounting to about $20,000,000 annually. Of 
this immense sum the greater part is derived from duties on articles of which the manufacturing section 
is perpetually demanding an increase of the impost, to prevent competition in the home market; of course 
it must be clear that they do not consider the duties a tax on them. We do not wish to be understood 
to say that none of the imported articles to which we refer are consumed in the manufacturing section, and 
consequently none of the duties levied on its inhabitants; but we do boldly assert that they are more 
than indemnified for whatever may thus be paid by them into the Treasury by the monopoly in the home 
market of the consuming States which these very duties secure; and surely higher proof cannot be given 
of the truth of this assertion than the zealous support which they give to every proposition to increase 
the duties. Such being the fact, it cannot be doubted that the whole burden of the Government, almost 
to the full extent of the revenue, fails substantially on the very States which also bear the burden of the 
tariff for the protection of manufacturing monopolists. 

Very different was the fact when our revenue system was first adopted, and for a long time after- 
wards. No part of the country was then manufacturing; and, with the exception of food, almost every 
article consumed in the country was imported. In that state of things the system fell with nearly equal 
pressure on all the parts; but the great change which has since taken place in the industry of many of 
the States from the introduction of manufactures has substantially relieved the wealthy and flourishing 
part of the country from the burden of contributing to the public Treasury, and thrown its weight upon 


the poor and much exhausted section. 
We present these facts, not with the hope of alleviating the great and unequal burden by a change 
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in the system of revenue. We know full well the almost insuperable objections to a change, and we 
must make up our minds to bear the load; but certainly these considerations offer a most powerful reason 
why burdens already so unequal should not be made still more so by the odious addition of tariffs, to 
take from the light and put to the heavy. 

But unequal as the burden of taxation may fall, no less unequal are the disbursements from the 
Treasury. It is well known that equality of disbursements is not much less important than equality of 
taxation, which the framers of the Constitution were so solicitous to secure. A portion of a country may 
be rendered rich by an overflowing disbursement, or be impoverished by an inccssant payment of taxes 
without a correspondent return through disbursements. The inequality of disbursements, of itself so 
oppressive, exists to a remarkable degree; and to render its operation infinitely more distressing, the 
grievance falls continually on the same section, and that the very section from which, in reality, the con- 
tributions to the Treasury are mainly drawn—thus producing an inequality heretofore unknown in any 
free country, which cannot be increased nor even continued without exposing the country to the most 
dangerous consequences. For it is not possible that men knowing their rights, and feeling conscious that 
they are entitled to participate equally in the benefits of Government, can long sustain so unequal a load 
imposed against the united remonstrance of themselves and their representatives, without a fearful dimi- 
nution in their attachment to the institutions under which they live. But, admitting that the oppressed 
have not sufficient intelligence to see their wrongs, or to trace them to their true cause, or, seeing them, 
have not sufticient spirit or union to resist with effect, still, to every patriotic and intelligent mind the 
danger must appear great and alarming. 

To the wily and corrupt politician it is the most favorable state that can be conceived. If it be per- 
mitted by the magic of legislation to enrich one section at the expense of another, who can doubt that the 
influential and corrupt, in order to gain or retain power, will seize on so potent an engine of bribery. And 
if it be permitted to be used as the means of bribery, who, in the least conversant with history, but must 
see that it will end in the destruction of free institutions, however skilfully constructed, by concentrating 
the whole influence and power in the hands of a crafty despot, or of an odious oligarchy. But, supposing 
it to be our good fortune to escape so great a calamity, how clear it is that the system must engender the 
most thoughtless prodigality! For what possible inducement can the majority have for economy in the 
public disbursements? To them the greater the impost the greater the monopoly; and the greater the 
revenue the greater the disbursements; and the greater the disbursements the greater the gains. The 
revenue is to them like a tribute from a conquered province, and we might as rationally expect that an 
Imperial Government would cease to devise ways and means to augment the tribute from its provinces 
as that the majority, under existing circumstances, will regard economy with a favorable eye. Even a 
public debt will soon be regarded as a public blessing; as one of the most effectual means of keeping up 
a system of tariffs and imposts; and we may accordingly expect to find new devices to increase it, just 
as the Sinking Fund may diminish its amount. Already we witness alarming indications of a disposition 
this way; and among others we behold an artfully got up scheme to assume an old claim of twenty-five 
years’ standing on account of French spoliations, which will, in all probability, add an amount nearly 
equal to one-half of the existing debt, and which must not only, under the present revenue system, be 
paid almost wholly by funds drawn from the section of country already so grievously oppressed, but go 
almost exclusively to add to the capital of the already highly favored section; thereby producing ina 
single operation the double effect of greatly increasing the debt as the means to perpetuate the present 
system, and of transferring not less, in all probability, than twenty-five millions of dollars from one section 
to another. 

In the exercise of our constitutional right we have thus decorously but freely stated some of the 
grievances under which we, in common with nearly one-half of the Union, labor, firmly believing that 
nothing short of the united and strong voice of remonstrance from the oppressed can arrest the great and 
growing evil, and thereby preserve our Union and liberty. To both we are deeply and strongly attached, 
and we are prepared, in order to preserve them, to make whatever sacrifice freemen ought to make. 
Against the growth of our manufactures we have not the slightest prejudice. On the contrary, we have 
always rejoiced to see their prosperity, when effected by the ingenuity and industry of our fellow-citizens; 
but our objection is insuperable to the employment of the unconstitutional and unjust means of protecting 
them at the expense of the consuming States. 

In the hands of your honorable body the destiny of the country, under Providence, is in a great 
measure placed. To eradicate a disease so deep seated we know will require time and patience; but in 
the meantime we reasonably expect that it will not be aggravated by adding to the burdens of the 
oppressed; that means will be adopted to enforce the most rigid economy, the greatest practicable 
equality in the disbursements, and the speedy payment of the public debt, by which means the public 
expenditure may be reduced, and the burden that cannot at once be equalized at least be lightened. 

By adopting this course your honorable body will preserve the peace and liberty of the country, and 
be entitled to the lasting gratitude of posterity; but should (which Heaven avert) the contrary course be 
pursued; should monopoly be added to monopoly, and oppression be heaped upon oppression, on them be 
the responsibility whose insatiate avarice or whose profligate ambition may impel the country to so 
fearful an extremity. Firm in the justice of our cause, we will have, even in the worst event, at least 
one consolation, though a poor one: that when the catastrophe comes, if come it must, those who are now 
pampered by the oppression of others will not have the least to lose. 

EDM. WARE, Chairman. 


W. W. Srark, Secretary. 
ABBEVILE Court-Hovuse, September 3, 182. 


Resolved, That we desire the repeal of the whole system of protecting duties and the abandonment of 
the principle. 

Resolved, further, That this system, which we believe inexpedient upon sound principles of economy 
applicable to any country, is considered as a mere question of policy, particularly inexpedient in this 
country, as it necessarily leads to prohibition, and is even now injurious to the only revenue system 
which the country can abide; injurious to the great agricultural and commercial interests of the country; 
and calculated to lessen the whole sum of national wealth, to destroy our commerce, shipping interest, 
commercial marine, and Navy; to arrest the settlement of our public lands; to render the yeomanry of the 
country subservient to dangerous accumulations of capital, and thwart all the correct policy of the 
country. 
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Resolved, further, That, considering how extensive and diversified our country is, the system appears 
doubly pernicious, as being necessarily sectional and unjust, arraying against each other hostile interests, 
geographically divided, of which the protection of one is the oppression of the other. 

Resolved, further, That the system is unconstitutional, for that the power thus to protect domestic 
manufactures is not given to Congress by the Constitution: which appears not only from the silence of 
that instrument as to such power, but from such powers being a virtual exercise of powers either 
expressly forbidden to Congress or in general terms reserved to the States, and from its necessarily 
jmpugning the principle of political equality in the States and among the citizens upon which our Govern- 
ment is founded. 

Resolved, further, That the exercise of this power by Congress is at best a sacrifice of the spirit of 
the Constitution to extended construction of its terms, a perversion of rightful power beyond the inten 
tion of the framers of the Constitution to dangerous and tyrannical use, and a gross act of oppression 
upon a large minority by “a majority united by common interest.” 

Resolved, further, That to us, in common with the great consuming and exporting section of the 
United States, the present tariff of protection is a tax upon consumption, which, whilst it operates upon 
the manufacturing section like a bounty from a foreign Treasury, burdens us grievously, as well by the 
increased price of our consumptions as by the reduced price and lessened demand of our staples of 
exportation. 

' Resolved, further, That by the operation of the present tariff, revenue system, and system of disburse- 
ments pursued by the Government, the immense bounty which we pay to the manufacturer, and the 
disproportionably great contributions which we make to the revenue, are pure unrequited loss to our 
section of the country, and pure gain to the manufacturing section, to which both are regularly transferred; 
while that section is indemnified against any loss of this great gain either from the tariff or revenue, its 
tax under the former being requited by the diffused benefits of the manufactures supported by our 
bounty, and its contributions to the latter being returned along with our contributions in the disburse- 
ments of the Government. 

Resolved, further, That this state of things, if continued, will lead to our poverty and misery, and not 
less certainly to the extinction of liberty in the country by the barters of legislative favors, the bribery, 
corruption, profligacy, and utter destruction of fraternal sympathies which it will produce. 

Resolved, further, That the Senators and Representatives in Congress from this State be all earnestly 
requested, and that our immediate Representative be solemnly enjoined, to oppose all further imposition 
of tariffs for protection as utterly intolerable; and to urge, in the most speedy mode practicable, a repeal of 
the whole system of protection and an abandonment of the principle; in the meantime taking care to 
provide for the enforcement of the most rigid economy, the equal disbursement of the revenue as far as 
practicable, and the speedy payment of the public debt. 

Resolved, further, That the Legislature of our State be requested to take this subject into their most 
serious consideration, and guard the rights of the State and of its citizens. 

Resolved, further, That the memorial to Congress reported by our committee be adopted, and copies 


' furnished to our Representatives and Senators to be laid before Congress; that copies of it, and of these 


resolutions, be also furnished to the Senators and Representatives in Congress from this State and to the 
members of our State Legislature; and that the committee appointed at the last meeting be continued as 


a committee of correspondence and vigilance on this subject. 
EDM. WARE, Chairman. 


W. W. Srark, Secretary. 
ABBEVILLE Court-House, September 3, 1827. 
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AGAINST INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MARCH 21, 1828. 


Pursuant to their adjournment, the citizens of Union district met in the court-house on Monday, the 
3d instant, for the purpose of receiving the report of the committee which had been appointed at a former 
meeting to draught a memorial to Congress on the subject of the woolens bill. Colonel McKibbin, chairman 
of the committee, submitted the following memorial, and, having addressed the meeting in its favor, moved 
its adoption. The memorial having been read and considered, was then unanimously agreed to. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 


The memorial of the citizens of Union district, in the State of South Carolina, respectfully showeth: 
That they deprecate as amongst the greatest evils which could have befallen thém individually and 
nationally the system of protecting duties which has found its way into the national code, and which was 
attempted to be extended and perpetuated by the bill introduced into Congress at the late session, usually 
called the woolens bill, and, as it is understood, will be revived in the next under circumstances but too 
well calculated to raise the apprehension that it will be adopted. We must be short-sighted, indeed, not 
to perceive in the past history and increasing demands of the advocates of this measure, and its aptitude 
to every article which can be manufactured in the United States, the entire exclusion of foreign compe- 
tition and the consequent accumulated price at which we must purchase them. 

We despair of throwing any additional light on a subject that has been already demonstrated, but 
may be permitted respectfully to unite our voices with those of our fellow-citizens of the south in 
protesting against a system fraught with so many and such alarming evils. 
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So far as a tariff of duties is necessary to the legitimate purpose of revenue, your memorialists, in 
common with the whole agricultural interest of the United States, have and would continue to meet it 
without a murmur, although its operation even in that shape would be in some degree unequal. But we 
hold that the proposed increase of the tariff on woolens, and the whole system of protecting duties in the 
present and probable condition of the United States, does now and will continue to act oppressively on 
that section of the Union to which we belong, and that the enforcement of such a system is unwise and 
arbitrary. 

To demonstrate the truths of these conclusions, it would be sufficient to refer to the memorial of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the city of Charleston, and the resolutions adopted at a town meeting of the 
citizens of Columbia, in this State, for the reasons on which they are founded, and as containing a concise 
and at the same time comprehensive development of their truth. But we may be permitted to use the 
occasion to deplore the prevalency of a policy founded on personal and sectional considerations, tending 
to put in jeopardy our best interests; and the more so, that it has found its way into our National 
Councils. 

That a nation, as well as an individual, is profited by purchasing articles of necessary consumption 
in that market which can and will supply her at the lowest rate and receive her surplus products in 
exchange, is a proposition which no sophistry can confute. That the proposed increase of the tariff is 
intended and will operate to compel us to purchase domestic manufactures at a higher rate than would 
result from a fair competition with foreign manufactures, is abundantly proved by the existing tariff and 
its proposed increase and extension, and that it will operate oppressively follows as a consequence. 

If this burden was equally distributed amongst the different States, and was considered necessary 
to the public weal, we feel proud in the belief that South Carolina would be amongst the last to complain 
of it as an oppression; but when we feel but too sensibly the depressed and languishing state of 
agriculture, and the general embarrassment arising out of the sudden and violent fluctuations of the 
markets, and that it is imposed as a bonus to foster an influence already sufficiently powerful, silence 
would be criminal. 

In advancing the proposition that such a measure is arbitrary, your memorialists have not overlooked 
the power conferred on Congress by the Constitution of the United States to lay imposts and to regulate 
commerce. They insist, however, that their application to the purpose of protecting domestic manufactures 
at the expense of agriculture and commerce is a provision at war with the spirit of the Constitution and 
genius of our Government. It is a tyranny which despotism would tremble to exercise, and to which 
freemen would disdain to submit; and we hope the day is far distant when we shall be called on to elect 
the alternative of submission or resistance. 

Confiding in the correctness of our views and the wisdom of your councils, we submit these matters 
to your consideration in the earnest hope that they will be carefully weighed, and that in the end a system 
so unequal, oppressive, and unjust may be wholly abandoned. 

Therefore, resolved, That copies of this memorial be transmitted to our Senators and Representatives 
in Congress to be laid before the same at their next session. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be published. 

D. JOHNSON, Chairman. 
B. M. Pearson, Secretary. 5 


SepremBer 20, 1827. 
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AGAINST INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MARCH 21, 1828. 
ANTI-TARIFF MEETING. 


An adjourned meeting of the citizens of Kershaw district, in South Carolina, was held in Camden “ua 
the 18th instant, to receive the report of the committee appointed to draught a memorial and resolutions to 
Congress in opposition to the proposed tariff on woolens. Colonel J. S. Deas resumed his seat as chairman, 
and the following report of the committee was submitted by Colonel H. G. Nixon: 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled : 


The memorial of the citizens of Kershaw district, South Carolina, respectfully represents: That 
the citizens of Kershaw district most solemnly remonstrate against the passage of the proposed law, 
called the woolens hill. They believe, if enacted, that it would be unconstitutional in its tendency, unequal 
in its operation, and oppressive in its effects. They apprehend that it would provoke contending passions, 
which might disturb the harmony of the Union and convulse the operations of the Government. They 
think it would serve to substitute a policy dcubtful and dangerous in its character for one certain and 
safe in its results, and tend to rivet upon them a system of restriction, Gothic in its origin, and which, 
through a long tract of time, has fettered the commercial spirit of the world. Such a system England 
now sincerely mourns, and from it she is this instant struggling to be free. And such a system, we are 
persuaded, if adopted here, would blight our agriculture, fetter our commerce, sap our revenue, and retard 
the march of our Republic to power, wealth, and greatness. The subject is a grave one; we fcel it 
deeply. It appeals to us in the various relations of parents; freemen, patriots. We adopt with pain 
the monitory tone of the remonstrance, but we must firmly speak our wrongs; and we do so under the 
conviction that they will be heard patiently, vindicated boldly, and redressed nobly. 
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Your memorialists regret extremely that their mandfacturing brethren continue to evince such an 
undying cupidity. Their grasping avarice must be checked, or the genius of the Government will depart. 
Glance, if you please, one moment at the short history of our manufactures. Mark how, at first, request 
induced encouragement; encouragement, importunity; importunity, protection; protection, in its turn, a 
still more eager importunity; until the system has at last almost degenerated into an odious monopoly. 
In 1789 woolen manufactures were encouraged by a duty of 5 per cent.; in 1816 they were protected by 
a duty of 25 per cent.; in 1824, by one of 383 per cent.; and now they are indelicately craving from your 
liberality a duty which would amount to a prohibition of foreign fabrics. The petitions presented from 
New England to the last Congress professed that the tariff of 1824 was sufficient, but complained that it 
had been evaded at our custom-houses by false invoices and false oaths; all they prayed was to have the 
full benefit of that act. This could have been effected by introducing a bill to alter the act of 1824 so as 
to make the report of appraisers the rule of duty, and thus prevent the future operation of the decision of 
the federal court, that the invoice shall be the rule of duty, unless proved fraudulent. But, instead of a bill 
to prevent fraud upon the revenue, we were surprised by a new tariff upon woolens, utterly different in 
its features, and calculated to be very different in its effects from that of 1824. It contained four arbi- 
trary minimums, ranging from 40 cents to $4, and would have operated upon coarse imported woolens as 
a tax of from 50 to 139 per cent. 

If it be also urged that the tariff of 1824 was counteracted by England in the reduction of the duty 
on the importation of wool into that country, we reply, let it be met by a like reduction of duty on the 
importation of raw wool into the United States. It is an undisguised contest between rival manufactures; 
with them be the losses and the triumphs of the battle. We cannot recognize either justice or generosity 
ip the act that would oppress and crush one branch of honest industry merely to relieve another from the 
slight operation of a foreign law. 

The bill in question would not only operate as an inveterate tax upon the southern cultivator, but 
would press with invidious rigor upon the poor throughout the Union. But we oppose it not only upon 
the score of taxation, but upon the principle that it would be introductory of a scheme of policy which 
might ultimately deprive us of a market for our raw material. We believe that in proportion as we cease 
to import we will cease to export, for reciprocity is the soul of commerce; and in proportion as we cease 
to export, our agriculture will decline, for quantity will always be in proportion to demand; and as 
demand for our raw material decreases abroad, the less will be the quantity of the same raised at home. 
Besides, we apprehend that a prohibition of manufactured imports would provoke retaliation upon our 
agricultural exports, and this would inevitably drive our cottons from the principal manufacturing coun- 
tries of the world. Interest would prompt them to trade with those nations with whom they could effect 
a mutual exchange of commodities. They are not dependent on us for our cottons. Brazil, with a terri- 
tory extending 35° of latitude from the equator, with Egypt, Bengal, Ava, and other fertile climes, could 
soon be put into such a state of cultivation as to enable them to supply the world with this article. We 
have, therefore, just reason to dread that cumbrous system which the most enlightened nations are hurling 
off, in order to make commerce as bounteous as the ocean and as free as its winds. 

But we are told, by way of consolation, that the north will shortly afford a market for our raw 
material. This yields not a ray to cheer us: it is a promise which will be “broken to the hope.” We 
know that the manufactures of the world consume more than 1,000,000 of bales; that we now grow at least 
900,000; and that of the number here grown not more than 150,000 are consumed by northern manufac- 
tures, while the remainder are exported to England, France, Germany, and other manufacturing countries. 
With all the protection of Government, we are persuaded that northern manufactures will not, for a long 
time to come, if ever, consume more than 200,000 bales. This assertion is predicated partly upon the fact 
that the aggregate population of this country do not consume 50,000 bales, and partly upon the principle 
that our manufactures cannot come in competition on equal terms, in foreign markets, with the manufac- 
tures of the Old World. ‘True, we have’ sold a few coarse cottons in the Mexican and South American 
markets; and this has induced the wild vision that our manufactures can compete with all Asia—all Europe. 
But England can and will deprive us even of these limited markets on our own continent. The trade is 
now conducted chiefly in British vessels; and it will only be requisite for her to reduce the present duty 
on South American imports to induce a reciprocal reduction on English manufactured exports; and with 
this advantage she would drive our fabrics from those markets to seek a more friendly port, or to rot 
as a drug. 

But without going into an argument to show the immense advantages enjoyed over us by other 
manufacturing countries in regard to capital, machinery, and the price of labor, we will merely state a 
stubborn fact, which cannot be conquered by fair argument: it is this; If, as is universally conceded, we 
cannot compete with the manufactures of certain other countries in our own market, after they import the 
raw material from us, export it manufactured to us, pay heavy excise duties upon it at home, and tonnage 
and other duties here—we repeat, if we cannot, with all these advantages, undersell them in our own 
market without levying an additional duty of 25, 50, 75, and 100 per cent. upon their commodities, is it 
not proof conclusive that we cannot cope with them on terms of equality in foreign markets? And if it 
be true that we cannot cope with them abroad, is it not equally clear that the dangerous system we are 
about to foster will, if encouraged, ultimately react upon the nation so as to embarrass her progress, 
impoverish her people, impair her energies, and, in short, produce a withering effect upon the interest it 
now protects, and upon every nerve of national industry ? 

Your memorialists also invite your serious attention to the present depressed state of southern 
agriculture: it is mournful indeed, and they regret to say that they attribute this depression in a limited 
degree to the legislation of the General Government. Taxation has quickly followed taxation in the 
nature of an insidious tariff on imposts, which has operated to lessen the net income of the southern 
cultivator. At one time, assuming the shape of a simple tax upon cordage and bagging, it fritters away 
more than $280,000 of his profits; at another, boldly taking the character of an onerous duty upon cottons, 
woolens, and other imports, it sweeps away his profits to the amount of millions. Within a few years 
past agricultural capital has declined at least 40 per cent. in Kershaw district; and we are a favored 
section compared with the low country of the State. This sudden declension has induced a general 
embarrassment, which must end in bankruptcy if further oppressed by Government. The planter does 
not realize upon his capital thus depressed more than 4 per cent. in consequence of the reduction in the 
price of the raw material. Without relief, we fear that it will be necessary for our labor to seek new 
channels, and for our capital to find other investments. At this moment we are seriously discussing the 
practicability and policy of adopting a rigid system of domestic economy, by cutting off all unnecessary 
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supplies, and making and raising what we can for use and consumption at home. And it may shortly be 
also necessary for us to ascertain whether we have not as abundant streams for machinery and as healthful 
situations for workshops; as fertile pastures for sheep, and as congenial a climate to breed them as the 
northern manufacturer; and whether, if the northern people will not reciprocate with us as brothers, we 
may not fearfully grapple with them as rivals. This, we confess, would be a last expiring alternative; 
for we proudly say, that the vigorous, manly, healthful pursuit of husbandry, with the mental independence 
it inspires, has more charms for us by far than the gloomy walls of pestilential workshop and the meagre, 
mindless, dependent spectres which inhabit them. We sincerely trust, then, that self-interest, if not 
principle, will prompt the citizens of the north to pause before they goad us into desperation. For though 
we would not violate the Constitution of our country for purposes of emolument, or of retaliation, or for 
anything earthly, still we are resolved to adopt every constitutional means which ingenuity can devise to 
evade or resist, thwart, or, if possible, crush any law or laws looking to a policy so unfeeling, unnatural, 
unjust, and unconstitutional, as that with which we are threatened; and if, after all our expostulations, 
domestic schemes, self-denials, sacrifices, and moral resistance, we find that we cannot breathe under the 
odious system imposed, we must make an effort to heave it off, whatever may be the shock of the Republic; 
for God knows we would infinitely rather die like martyrs than live and pay tribute like slaves. But 
we will not despair of your justice and magnanimity. We indulge the rational hope that, after hearing our 
complaints and weighing our cause, your “hearts will leap kindly to nature,” and that you will indignantly 
frown on any proposition to oppress us, your brethren by birth and by political adoption. And we feel 
our present depressed situation the more keenly, from the fact that northern manufacturers crave 
additional duties at our expense, with a full knowledge of the oppression under which we groan; and 
this, too, at a time when they enjoy from 10 to 20 per cent. upon their capital. If correctly informed, 
there are manufactures in New England which realize at least 25 per cent.; manufacturing capital of 
a certain kind is said to be from 30 to 40 per cent. beyond par. Agricultural and mercantile funds 
have recently been invested in manufacturing stock at from 30 to 40 per cent. beyond par. These facts, 
together with the sudden increase of the capital of woolen manufactures from $10,000,000 to $40,000,000, 
and also the rapid investment of nearly $40,000,000 in those of cotton since the tariff of 1824, go to 
prove that manufacturing stock enjoys a premium which, under the existing circumstances of the country, 
ought at least to silence the importunity of a death-like avarice. By consulting also the amount of 
duties on importations, it will be found that the protection afforded by Government to commerce, naviga- 
tion, and agriculture united, is not more than half as great as that extended to manufactures alone. The 
fact cannot be disguised that manufactures in this country enjoy more protection from Government, and 
contribute less to its support, than in any other on earth. In Great Britain the three great articles of 
cottons, woolens, and hardware, amounting at least to $350,000,000, including home consumption, receive 
no protection from custom duties, while we impose a tax of from 25 to 100 per cent. upon the two former 
commodities. This ought to be the last country on earth to oppress its agriculture. It should rather be 
protected as the most certain and bountiful source of national support. Even Great Britain, confined as 
she is to the area of a few thousand square miles, derives her national wealth chiefly from agriculture. 
The annual amount of property created in England and Ireland may be now estimated at about 
£440,000,000 sterling. Agriculture, in all its departments, produces at least £220,000,000. Manufac- 
tures, in all its branches, (exclusive of pasturage, which properly belongs to agriculture,) produces 
about £125,000,000. The number of persons engaged in agriculture are nearly five millions. The 
number engaged in manufactures, mechanical and other trades, exceed seven millions. Thus it appears 
that Great Britain, (including Ireland,) which, from local circumstances, cannot, in comparison with us, 
be denominated an agricultural nation, derives at least £100,000,000 more of national wealth from 
agriculture than from manufactures and other trades, when there are millions of people less engaged in 
agriculture than in all other occupations. Mark the relative quantity of labor engaged in these departments 
of industry, respectively, and calculate the profits of each, and you will find an almost incredible difference 
in favor of agriculture. Is it not to be presumed, then, if agriculture conduces so much more than 
manufactures io the national wealth of England, that the latter have resulted from a surplus of commercial 
and agricultural population? If, then, England derives such a great proportion of her wealth from 
agriculture, confined, as she is, to a small extent of country, and limited, as she is, in the variety of her 
staples, what should be the policy of the United States, with agricultural means as unlimited as her 
territory, which stretches from the Gulf of Mexico far towards the Artic, and expands towards the rising 
and the setting sun, until it meets the eastern and western oceans ? 

Your memorialists also believe that the proposed tariff would inflict an injury upon the commerce 
and navigation of the United States. In 1825 our imports amounted to $96,340,075, of which $91,902,512 
were imported in American vessels; our exports the same year amounted to $99,535,388, of which at least 
$89,000,000 were exported in American tonnage. More than 880,000 tons of American shipping entered 
and 960,000 cleared the ports of the United States; while of foreign shipping about 92,000 tons entered 
and 95,000 cleared our ports. The past year our imports were 11,365,598 less; and our exports 
21,940,066 less than those of 1825. Well, if an increased tariff should greatly decrease our exports, and 
even not affect our imports, it is rational to presume that the latter would be transported in foreign 
vessels, which is not now the case; but (to take the more gloomy, but correct view of the picture) if our 
imports and exports should both vastly decrease, and prohibition provoke retaliation, and these drive 
foreign commerce from our shore, our naval marine would fade from the ocean, and the ploughshare of 
ruin pass over the land. 

Your memorialists* also apprehend that the proposed bill would decrease the revenue. This is 
manifest from its real nature and object. What is its real object? To prohibit certain imports. _ If so, 
and if revenue is raised principally by duties on imports, it follows, as a necessary consequence, that as 
imports decrease revenue must decline. Again: it will not be contested by those the least conversant 
with our commercial history that the quantity of our imports have always borne a certain ratio with the 
quantity of our exports. In proportion, then, as we enhance the duty on importation we will raise the 
price of the imported article, and as we raise the price of the imported article we will reduce the quantity 
thereof, by reducing the means of procuring it; for it would be madness to imagine that we could 
purchase with the same amount an equal quantity of the same commodity taxed 25, 50, 75, and 100 per 
eent. as if a less tax were imposed. And as quantity decreases revenue must decline, and as revenue 
Jeclines the land tax will rise; for it would be vain to attempt to raise revenue to any extent in this 
sountry by excise duties. If such would be the effect upon the revenue, the only alternative would be 
to resort to direct taxation. This the republican spirit of the American people would not brook. A pen 
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dipped in gall could not indite terms bitter enough to describe our antipathy of a policy which would 
warm into being swarms of tax-gatherers and excisemen, to prey like harpies upon our property, and to 
profane our very family altars by prying into our very household effects. 

Your memorialists will conclude by simply protesting against the constitutionality of the bill. They 
decline a discussion of this point. They have not the vanity to presume that they could afford you a 
single gleam of light upon it. They merely glance at it as one of the strong grounds of remonstrance. 
They will only say that the power to “lay and collect duties” was granted to Congress for a specific 
purpose—revenue. This cannot be denied by the friends of the bill. If so, we ask, why does the bill, 
on its face, purport to be for revenue alone, when it is really intended to destroy it by prohibiting certain 
imports? Because, say its advocates, if thus enacted it would be pronounced unconstitutional by the 
federal judiciary. If, then, an object would be unconstitutional if expressed by a law, it follows that it 
would also be unconstitutional if implied by a law. A law constitutional in its features, but calculated 
and intended to be unconstitutional in its effects, is as gross a violation of the Constitution as if the 
purpose to be effected had been expressed. Hence it results that as the proposed bill purports to be 
for a constitutional object, but is insidiously intended for one not constitutional, it is a violation of the 
spirit of the Constitution. These views are confirmed by the 216th page of the Journal of the Federal 
Convention, where it will be seen that a proposition was distinctly made to give Congress the power to 
“establish rewards and immunities for the promotion of manufactures,” and not adopted. 

These are some of the reasons which have influenced this remonstrance. We trust they will not be 
in vain. They appeal to your justice, your liberality, your patriotism, your honor. They are made by 
citizens of the same Republic and by descendants of the same sires. They flow from bosoms which throb 
with patriotic devotion for the Government and for the Union. And be it not forgotten that they come from 
men who profess to be intimately acquainted with their rights, who have a keen sense of injustice, and 
who foster an immortal horror of oppression. We forbear to indulge our feelings. Could they speak, 
they would utter “words that burn.” As American patriots, we will bury them in our hearts, and ad@ress 
you in the mild but firm tone of respectful remonstrance. Therefore— 

1. Resolved, That we see in the proposed woolens bill, and the means now using to force its passage, 
the act of interest and power against justice and the Constitution. 

2. Resolved, That it should be resisted by all constitutional means, both in its passage and its injurious 
operation on us, and that for that purpose a committee of three persons be appointed, whose duty it 
shall be to correspond with the other districts of this State generally, and that their attention be drawn 
to the following objects: First, to ascertain and communicate through the medium of the public prints 
all such modes of investiture of capital as may direct enterprise into other channels; and, second, how 
far it would be to our advantage to make at home all the articles used by us and in our occupations. 

3. Resolved, That the only “true American system” is that which leaves to industry and enterprise 
its own reward, unshackled by restraints of any kind; that which encourages a liberal intercourse with 
all and gives a preference to none. 

4. Resolved, That copies of the above memorial and resolutions be forthwith transmitted to the 
Governors of the several States, to our Senators and Representatives to be laid before Congress, and to 
the other districts of this State. 

A short and animated discussion arose on the constitutionality of the proposed law, but the question 
was almost unanimously decided in favor of the report of the committee. 

The following gentlemen were appointed a committee to carry into effect the objects embraced in the 
second resolution, viz: Colonel H. G. Nixon, W. W. Lang, Esq., and Colonel J. S. Deas, who was added 
on motion. The meeting then adjourned sine die. 

JAMES 8S. DEAS, Chairman. 


T. P. Evans, Secretary. 
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AVERAGE ANNUAL AMOUNT OF PUBLIC MONEYS IN THE BANK OF THE UNITED STATES 
AND ITS BRANCHES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MARCH 24, 1828. 


Treasury Department, March 21, 1828. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the Senate of the 12th instant, “directing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to report to the Senate the average annual amount of public moneys in the Bank of the United 
States and its branches from the years 1817 to 1827, inclusive,” I have the honor to submit a communica- 
tion of the Treasurer of the United States which contains the information required. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 


Hon. the Presipent of the Senate. 





Treasurer’s Orricre, March 20, 1828. 


Sir: I have the honor, in compliance with your reference to’ this office of the resolution of the Senate 
of the 12th instant, to report that the average annual amount of public money in the Bank of the United 
States and its branches from 1817 to 1827, inclusive, as ascertained by the accounts settled quarterly at 
the Treasury, was $3,554,756 50. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, , 
MICHAEL NOURSE, Acting Treasurer of the United States. 
Hon. Ricnarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 
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UNEXPENDED BALANCES OF APPROPRIATION, SURPLUS IN TREASURY, AND AMOUNT 
APPLIED TO THE SINKING FUND, FROM 1817 TO 1827. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MARCH 26, 1828. 


Treasury DepartMENT, March 24, 1828. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the Senate of the 10th instant, “directing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to inform the Senate what amount of unexpended balances of appropriations remained in the 
Treasury of the United States on the first day of each year, and at the adjournment of Congress in each 
year, from 1817 to 1827, inclusive; also what amount of surplus money above the sums appropriated for 
the service of each year remained in the Treasury at the adjournment of Congress in each year, from 
1817 to 1827, inclusive; and in what years of said term any part of said surplus, and how much thereof, 
was paid to the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, according to the fourth section of the act of the 3d 
of March, 1817, entitled “An act to provide for the redemption of the public debt,” I have the honor to 
transmit the statements marked A, 3, and C, accompanied by an explanatory letter from the Register of 
the Treasury, which contain the information required. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 


_ the Present of the Senate. 





Treasury Department, Register’s Office, March 20, 1828. 


Sir: I have the honor, in compliance with your reference to this office of the resolution of the Senate 
of the 10th instant, relative to the unapplied balances of appropriations in the years 1817 to 1821, 
inclusive, and to what years any application was made, under the 4th section of the act of the 3d of 
March, 1817, towards the redemption of the public debt, to transmit a statement (A) exhibiting as far as 
practicable the information required. In explanation, permit me to state that, as the accounts of receipts 
and expenditures are adjusted quarterly at the Treasury, and the balances of appropriations at the 
adjournment of Congress not exhibited on the records, the close of the quarters in which the adjournments 
took place have therefore been assumed as a day approximating sufficiently near to the period specified 
to meet the spirit of the resolution, to wit, on the 31st of March, in the years 1817, 1819, 1821, 1823, 1825, 
and 1827, and on the 30th of June in every alternate year. 

I beg leave also to observe, that it was found impracticable to state the balance of the appropriations 
for the services of the year distinct from what might have remained of the balances of the previous years, 
as the payments prior to the adjournment of Congress have been made without specific reference to either; 
I have therefore added in the statement (A) the previous balances (column No. 1) to the appropriations 
for the service of the year, (column No. 2,) as exhibited in the third column. No. 4 exhibits the payments 
during three or six months, and No. 5 the total balances of appropriations to be satisfied at the close 
of the quarters in which Congress adjourned. Column No. 6 shows the means in the Treasury to meet 
the appropriations, and No. 7 the amount that would be required over the means then in the Treasury 
fully to satisfy all demands for the year. Column No. 8 presents the only payment made, under the 4th 
section of the act of the 3d of March, 1817, on account of the public debt, which payment, however, left 
in the Treasury at the end of the year a sum (exclusive of unavailable funds) short of half a million of 
dollars, and short of the appropriations then to be satisfied of nearly five millions, as is exhibited in the 
statement (marked B) herewith also enclosed. 

As the balances of appropriations in column No.1, statement A, are exclusive of the balances 
remaining unapplied of the annual appropriation of $10,000,000 on account of the debt, I beg leave to 
enclose a statement (marked C) in which those balances are particularly stated. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Hon. Ricuarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 

















1828.] BALANCES OF APPROPRIATIONS. 987 








A. 


Statement of the balances of appropriations which were unsatisfied on the first day of each year from 1817 to 
1827, inclusive; the amount of appropriations for each year; the aggregate of the balances at the commence- 
ment of and the appropriations for each year; the payments on account of these appropriations to the end 
of the quarter in which the adjournment of Congress took place in each year, from 1817 to 1827, inclusive; 
exhibiting also the balances of appropriations that remained to be satisfied at the end of the said quarters, 
and the means in the Treasury to meet those balances; also the payments on account of the debt under the 
fourth section of the act of the 3d of March, 1817. 
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a Balance against the Treasury on the Ist of April, 1821, $776,746 60. 

b As this sum was actually applied in 1818, under the fourth section of the act of the 3d March, 1817, it is presumed that the state of the Treasury 
did at some period of the year justify the application, although the money in the Treasury (including unavailable funds) at the end of the year amounted 
to only $1,478, 526 74, (per statement B,) and the unsatisfied appropriations at the same period to $5,432,379 12. 

c The balances are exclusive of the balances unapplied of the annual appropriation of $10,000,000 on account of the debt, as particularly noted in 
the accompanying statement C. 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, March 19, 1828. 





C. 


Statement of the amount which remained unapplied of the annual appropriation of $10,000,000 on account of 
the public debt at the end of each year, from 1819 to 1327, inclusive. 


reer Needie seeetedin tut cia tel canviuae nar aeis in onReAs $2,296,178 13 
1600........ ih ole ciate chee Hs Se rae tara ieetea an stediaes eset ee 3,667,663 85 
«eee alii ila h Seis Buia A mais A aici once eRe esses 5,300,570 23 
1822....... sexi oun ge Aaa ek os Sebel at acanthosis ei veces 7,451,410 56 
1698... ...... cements NN 5 tarot Wabinadbnibcsmacees PETE eRN ..... 11,921,604 70 
a ee Be dita 3 den iit alaibhaunareoe abindat< ein cece 5,353,210 94 
ae Os Beate scaseea anode ances soataenaeiy se: pubis . 3,256,166 16 
REE ESOS ie SG 7 ee ean Ree renee ey ennene eae ese ae 2,214,721 56 
RE igeeginaiiabiedascs eas Saher date Sune ces Seite teee. 2,918,135 57 





JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 





Treasury Department, Register’s Office, March 19, 1828. 
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PRODUCT OF THE CUSTOMS. 989 


1828. ] 





No. 900. 


[1st Session. 





20rH ConeRess. } 
instal eae 


PRODUCT OF THE CUSTOMS, 1824-’25-’26. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MARCH 28, 1828. 


Treasury Department, March 26, 1828. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the Senate of the 12th instant, “directing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to lay before the Senate a detailed statement of the product of the customs for the last three 
years, so as to show the annual and the average amount of revenue derived from each article subject to 
duty for that period,” I have the honor to submit a letter of the Register of the Treasury, accompanied 
by the statement required. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


RICHARD RUSH. 





Hon. the Presiwent of the Senate. 





Treasury Department, Register’s Office, March 26, 1828. 


Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith a statement in detail, exhibiting the product of the 
customs for the years ending on the 3lst of December, 1824, 1825, and 1826; and also an average of the 
same; prepared in obedience to a resolution of the Senate of the United States of the 12th instant. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


Hon. Ricuarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 





Statement exhibiting the gross amount of duties which accrued on merchandise imported during the years ending 
the 31st December, 1824, 1825, and 1826, together with an average of the same for three years. 
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DUTIES ON MERCHANDISE IMPORTED. 








1824. 


1825. 


1826, 


Average of three 
years. 





$74, 486 
155 
140,269 
2, 144, 874 
1,375, 146 
5, 08,697 
1,826, 816 


see eeee vers cers 


733 
13, 390 
84, 526 
14,656 
57,514 

142 
81,114 
121,293 
4, 852 
17,777 
141,075 
67,431 
23, 756 
242. 049 
447,724 
2, 158, 466 
645, 412 
712 
13,015 


65 


17,519 


eeeeereees ceases 


48 
6,095 

36, 095 
556, 341 
512,659 
1,303, 154 
261,407 


$874 
402,511 
774, 549 
1,972, 503 
9,010,971 
1,924, 827 
1,756,515 
5,492 
51,223 
284,451 
42,017 
130, 992 
1,025 
153, 256 
170, 452 
13, 332 
19, 193 
137,505 
77,852 
32, 876 
380, 831 
540, 173 
1,471,357 
622, 325 
1,989 

12, 682 

1 

52 

6, 880 
32,677 

5 

1,070 

20, 195 
36, 905 
484, 934 
959, 262 
1,640, 453 
297, 894 





ree weer eseesees 








$603 

266, 390 
783, 019 
1,173, 977 
5, 735, 730 
503, 491 
2,044,016 
1,354 
37,473 
171,570 
28,649 
154, 846 
2,061 
67, 189 
145, 842 
16,057 
29, 479 
161,219 
73,227 
38,913 
377,299 
190, 909 
1, 469, 526 
684,447 
2,907 

13, 756 

84 

13,221 

64 
38,052 
33,874 
484, 933 
799, 756 
2, 038, 353 
356,735 


eeeeteeeseee 





$24, 828 67 
544 00 
269,723 33 
1,234, 147 33 
1,507,208 67 
6, 609,799 33 
1,418,378 00 
1,266,843 67 
2,526 33 
34,028 67 
180, 182 33 
28, 440 67 
114, 450 67 
1,076 00 
100,519 67 
145, 862 33 
11,413 67 
22, 149 67 
146,599 67 
72,836 67 
31,848 33 
333, 393 00 
392,935 33 
1,699, 783 00 
650,728 00 
1,869 33 
13,151 00 

33 

67 00 

2,293 33 
21,139 00 

1 67 

394 00 
21,447 33 
35,624 67 
508,736 00 
757,225 67 
1,660,653 33 
305,345 3 





FINANCE. 








STATEMENT—Continued. 





SPECIES OF MERCHANDISE. 


DUTIES ON MERCHANDISE IMPORTED. 





1824, 


1825. | 1826. [average of three 


| years. 








Coffee .....ccccccsece cece cocee ey) 
COC02 ...00c0c000 cece PE te Deer eocs cece cee: coce cece 
Chocolate... ...seeseeeeereeces . Spab debe webs busbow Kees Geson sess oscece 
Sugar, Drown ....6 seeeceeeesees Sab pes eabeen sense TTT ee es 
White. - ceccccccccceccsscesevccves coccce 00: 00s covcesccce ee 
candy and l0af......eseeseeee ceeseeeees cece OTTrerirerrrr re rere rere 
Other, refined ..... cee ceceeesee: veeee eeeeeecees eee ees eeer cons seveees 
Fruits, almonds.....+ esses cseees os cocccccces PTTeTITITETTIRT rrr 
CUFFANES .ccccecccecocccsccsecccccs phebiekes eves -cccce eco pase 
prunes and pluMs......ceeececccesececorssesees eee eeceeee cece recceees 


raisins, jar, &C.....++- coccses 


wee weer eereseee ee eeeeese 


OTHE. cocceecevecees 


eee neces Reeereseseeeeesssesesere ee eeeeee 


Candles, tallow .esececeee sees 
wax and spermaceti......eeee 


COREBIE oi 00 0s:00010 000000 0000000000 900000600005 0008 pateabe abaauar 
Tallow. coc. ccccccces vers cocees cece paupeenpsnwanoss eesehs sonsbseeanees eee 
Beef and pork..........++ abesub.n eee dashes ab 6n00¥e000e.0nese> 0 os cevccccceee 
Hams and bacon... .cceecces cease cece cue eees cess ears sess coer sees sees cesses wrnes 
Lard ..0c0- ipabinbeSevbneshdaes 6n0be06nbnde sons heen 'eoe02s00 wecceccs cece soe 

Butter..... © cee veces cecerecccccccccs noses ecseeoene's bedeeneces cece cee: coecees 


Saltpetre, refined.....sssesscesecs 


Se Cee eee wesc serene seeee eeeee: 


Vitriol, Oil Of 2... -ceceececeeccces eee csseeecerececes 
blue Or ROMAN. .....cecceccccccsesscccevcces ces 


Sees eee e eee eee eeeene cesses 


Camphor, crude.....e sees 


Peewee se eees esse sees eese sone 


FEMNEM.. 20 ccvcccce 


POOR HHO E HE Heer eens SEH OEE EEE ORES OHSEEE SOEs 


Salts, epsom ...eese-- 
glauber 
Spices, Cayenne pepper.... 


eeeeens POR OHEO EE ETE HESEEHHE SETHE E SESE T FHHEH* OHOHEE OOOH SHLeeesese 


ee eeceee Cee ee eee serese sees sens 


LINZEL co eee. cecee seven: sevceeves ee 


BIRT. cccces cose conse 
nutmegs... 
cinnamon..... eee 


EROTDE. ccceeeesobed Sebuse dues ss 0n0000000s¥068sd0se0snes cone 


PEPDEN, WIACK, ccnpenasncscesess000sssseekeesess oe cece ceccee coocee cece 
PIMENLO..ceccecee cocvscvcecsvcccesccccce cccees cee ceecescecees ceccceece 
CASSIA. ee veee 

Tobacco, manufactured, other than snuff......... 


SSE 00s 00 0005000000 000000 


SP PHOT meme re ee ees SHEE HE HEe CHEE SESEEH SHEE EEEH Sree eeseEse 


SOOO ee wre Pa ee OEE OEE OES HeEes 


SDE snbbSseenbeshbenAsbeAnie sen Senpaadosbanecuubesess occa coe ccccesecocecs os 
Cotton. ..ccccccove © 200e veces cscs beebeheb bees case seweos Cccceeccccccce eecceecoeces 
Gunpowder......... pinisees oes bog0be5s0005 4e0sbesweses oceseieeeeeess sees) on 0sbee 
Bristles .000 cece vce. cece ee ccc cece cecces coccece seu band ceesaunreees 90000005 c000eee 


SAMs csc bnlsanb ses 'dsnbn0nssn0es0pn a0 6006 5050s obb06sse enneed bee. 600scn0c 00 080s 


Paints, Ochre, dry ..ecee eeeeeeee voce cccccccces PPUTTTITELTIE SITET TTT 
RD Wc cs wees cbssboneobee 600640500 0e 95005555005 06005050 0800000085 
WPMIRE BNE POO as os ..icc00snec.0n 0s c0000e e000 n060000es <0 oecccccces cocccece 


WHITING. 000000 cccercceccces 
Lead, pig, bar, and sheet. ......+.. 
SRABRIACIUTER NEO GNOE, 00.00 00000 0000000600 000000050400000000 058000800000 


SOOPER Hee SE EHEH EEE HEHE OEEOEE HOES: OHEEEE 


Cordage and cables, tarred .....0cccccs ccccceccccccescecces coccccsccces oscccesccce| 


PRISONS canehis Subs h soe BRbhbsSEnbbS! Sess tobae Sbbs cons Saebew .oeudows.s 


EAE c ope nnn sssnuseses Ganheb sene bees ouscas scbeesb bens bbeswepe 60 


Twine, yarn, seine, &C. .ecccesscecess 
COrks «. ccccce vocccccccccccccccececes 906se0eeeese 


Copper, rods and DONS .... cee cccccecccses secceces 
nails and spikes.... 


eer eeeres eres 


AEGON, MNUSKETS. «0's <i0:0000.000 0:00 0000 090005000000 000c0s0e 0000060000 000600 000000 800008 


Fifl€S..ccccsee 
wire, not above No. 18 


Oe eee etree eses OOOO Ceeeese ee OOOO eeee tees see: 


BOVE DIOS UB cw secis caucus eidevassc 


PRN, BE OO SD E55 cin6 bhnbsk Gcsas: Shdnseuncecece Cece cece cocccccccccces 
NOTE 16 Ol cscanebncs Dinwens cssncc pbalee sans wbeewbe $48sss00ceu5 


DUN 5 cnedessnen.cbssesnsoies Sabb eresbes sees 0 eocccctece scccccccceccce 


SPIKES. 2.02. ccccee secece C0 cece cece cece cece cocccc cee: cccces 


eee eee cece eres ress 


CONDE RL) 5 5 nncsee saunas nee 0 cans beeens assesenecsendeeresanecwsnsces 


RT PRNEEs enon phbbnh senses swhens Sos S580 ai nseneewencce 


Mill SAWS..c00cccccccccccscccccs coer cvve 000 000s c0cces cece cccccs cece tees cece 


RN bape ccs heed been e5459s 65 bS0e “DN RbOd SEbs Ben SA hSdddS SHSARRRENSS OSS 


BRIVIS ...00001000000 0006000006600 0600000000 .00000000 00.00 c00s0s000s 00600008 600s 


SORE SHOE SE SEH HEE EEE EE SEH EEEH OE SEEE EEE ES #| 


| 
seeeeeeeeese sess) 


OOF Oe ee eeer eesereeeeees, 


Cee e eee ees cere ereser ones 


eeererecccs sees! 


COCO e Seer seen tere sess eeeeeess, 


| 


Peet ee eeee eeeees Sees reese ones! 


| 





Hammers and sledges, .00. veeccccecccccscccccscccevccecees cece secs cece eecce 
CASLINES, VESSE]IS...002 cecccc cece soeee seer cece cece cece cece cesees cecees cecces 

OUREF.ccccccree coeccsece Cece ereee eeeeer veer cece ce eoeeeses ' 
round and braziers’ rods......... 0000 0eccee coccce cece ccce ceeccces cecece ooo | 
PAM BOE RD SOUS io nscicans snes savses osnues on we as0bs000505 0600s eeeeene sens 


2,063, 551 
69, 280 

62 

2, 524, 530 
470, 859 
128 

15 

18, 306 
4,613 

7, 406 

18, 001 
59, 797 
55,052 

2, 152 

18 

2,923 
11,754 
6,715 


6,631 
4 

16 

30 
7,631 
27,351 
14, 157 
20,697 
213,046 
75, 724 
45,581 
262 
750 
86,247 
22,921 
5,621 
5,295 
2, 418 
5,373 
265 
130, 221 
2, 900 
46,250 
10,174 
3, 164 
24,089 
1,910 
14, 402 
5,581 
175 

12 
7,266 
3 

22, 588 
25, 123 
1,573 
183 
18, 238 
3, 162 
8, 159 


1,274 
2,159 
4,235 

641 
6,426 

12,051 

1,283 
289 





ee eeeeeserese- 


$2, 202, 308 
53, 202 

81 
1,870,561 
336,658 
153 

14 

33, 084 

2, 854 

6, 027 

27, 842 
75,978 
51,443 

3, 899 

244 
3,545 
17,094 
1,624 


$1,999, 918 
91,752 

92 

2, 432,287 
23, 317 
283 

62 

17,309 

13, 353 
6,538 
18,004 
107, 267 
69, 868 
6,65 

227 

3, 712 

8, 407 

3, 460 
8,413 14,654 
531 1,341 

12 7 

92 146 

37 211 

984 
367 
4,616 
28 
4,454 7 
6 

29 

818 
23,715 
74, 267 
13, 402 
20,910 
279,583 
54,053 
58, 926 
43 

561 
121, 032 
10,259 
5,499 
5, 181 


$2, 088, 602 33 
71,411 33 
78 33 
2,275,792 67 
380,278 00 
188 00 

30 33 
22,899 67 
6,940 00 
6,657 00 
21,282 33 
81,014 00 
58,787 67 
4,245 33 
163 00 
3,413 33 
12,418 33 
3,933 00 
7,694 33 
710 33 

6 33 

121 33 
698 00 
806 33 
122 33 
4,487 CO 
143 67 
3,785 33 
3 33 

22 00 

300 67 

11, 852 33 
36,498 00 
11,649 00 
25,445 67 
237,680 67 
55,354 67 
55,280 33 
1,237 33 
517 67 
121,631 33 
13, 135 67 
5,015 67 
5,101 00 


Cece recs cece sece 


Seeee sees cases 


54 
4,211 
7,876 
7,388 

34,730 
280, 413 
36, 287 
61,334 
3, 407 
242 
157,615 
6,227 
3,927 
4, 827 


2,518 601 1,845 67 
5, 192 9,293 6,619 33 
65 80 136 67 
74,095 73,551 92,622 33 
2,470 3,815 3,061 67 


115, 082 
4,040 
5, 722 

48,094 
8,903 

16, 428 

13, 964 
4,461 

103 

47,313 

43 

29, 086 

18,513 
1,626 

330 

19, 458 
1,114 

12, 492 

7 
1,496 
1,020 

11,753 
1,657 

12,671 
4,912 
1,744 


422 


115,984 
3,871 
201 
36,745 
6,758 
13,074 
15,976 
1,529 
47 

19, 947 
403 
32,002 
19,690 
846 

68 
10,145 
1,094 
11,439 
8 
1,510 
1,458 
8,939 
379 

6, 886 
8, 850 
12, 869 
11,868 


92,438 67 
6,028 33 
3,029 00 

36,309 33 
5,857 00 

14,634 67 

11,840 33 
2,055 00 

54 00 

24,842 00 

149 67 

27,892 00 

21,108 67 
1,348 33 

193 67 

15,947 00 
1,790 00 

10,696 67 

5 00 

1,426 67 

1,545 67 

8, 309 00 

892 33 

8,661 00 

8,604 33 

5,298 67 

4,193 00 
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STATEMENT—Continued. 





SPECIES OF MERCHANDISE. 


CORO Oe Coos Fees Bees SESH EE sees EEO EE OEES 


Iron, sheet and hOOP, 2... secceecces cess sees 
Slit ANA TOME 0.00: 00:06.000000.000000sccc cece seccsesecces wale Heme sie cove cccce 
pig eee Cee eee CEPT er errr errrrr er ererrrerererrrererrrererrr ery Serre 


bar, rolled... .secccccescccees 
MBINMNCICU ms eudpawisasda eeeecevees eaeeeecs 


Ce OOOO ee Cee EEE EEE SHEETS SHEETS EOOEEs CHEE SEES 


Steel....+.06. ee ee LI OU ET Ce ee 


Hemp «ee «e.. 
Alum. cesses. 
COpPPeraS ceceesceccccescecceecs 


Flour, Of Wheat... cece cecccccvencceccvcccececvscsees 
Salt .cceecess 
Coal . ose cesecece 


Wheat ..... 


Pees eee ees sees sereee eset svessees feeee Seer eeesereseses 


OOO ee Cae OOOO OO Ee eee OEE FTEEE OEE Heed eeee eee sees SOSH THOR *HHHES FOEe 


eee ee Coes eeeees senses eseees 


Oats. ccccece covccceceecscoccece 
Potatoes... 
Paper, folio and Quarto POSt...eesseceececscecees seveees 


FOOISCAP ..c0e cocccccccccccces ccccccce cscs coerce ceer cecnee ceccee ccces: 


Se OO Oe Oe OO ee Sooo es CHES OOEE EOE SHEE EESEEEEE FESEES SHOE HESS SHH EHSEHS HOH 


PTINLING 0200 ceccceccces: occ cece eees sess cesees cece ceeeeeeees senses sence: 
SHEATHING .ccrcecerccccccer secs cccses cesees sess sees sesess oneness seer ness cess 
all other..-... 

Books, printed before 1775....c0csccesccesccecessece secs eocccee coee 


POO OO Oe eee SOHO TE OELSES SHOE EEET oe ee SEH Ss HET EHEH HSER EEOES- 


Other than English ...c.ccccocesces cocvcccecereeesesscess cues ooccoees 


Latin or Greek, bound ......sceecceecescceesce ceccessceceeseucee: sonevers 


in DOAFS, occoee cecece cccccsvccecs sovces 


All Other, DOUNG...6.ceeecee secveccecccccscncese cesses Cec ccccccce cecccces 
IM DOATAS. cove cccccrccccerccesccccccee ser evee ceeees sesesscecees 
Glass, Cut, and not Specified ....cececeee cocceeceveescececeesrecs oo cces cece ccvces 


Other articles , ...cccccccces coos cocccs secs Cecccceeese Coes cccces & seccesce: 


apothecaries’ vials... 


Cece eeescocees 


bottles... ........ 


WINKOW cece ccccec ce. 00s 0000 00ee ccc 0c0ces cecces ceccee cccees cece sees ceece 


ee teeeesceceescses 


uNCUE, IN plates .....cecccesceccecess 


eee eseses vesese cece 


eeeeees e eeereseeece- 


demijohns....... 
Fish, dried or smoked ...00. .ccccccocs cece cccee- cocccccccceess rece secs 


Cee ee eeee saves esee sere feeeeese eeees 
feet covces 


SO Oe oo ee See See OTOH HOES OLEH SHOES 


Salmon, Pickled. ...0.-.sececscecsee secs 


mackerel pickled. ....essee. 


Seer seer escceesese 


Other, Pickled ....ccccccccesccvcvcsseces 


ShOeS, SilK. cocccccccveccccccccccscccceces ees Ceesses eee seeensenes sees vesees sees 
all other...-. © cccces Cece cece cesees cocces 
Boots and bootees.... sees esses: 


Cigars. seccssccrveccccce 


POR O eee reese SHEE SHEE HHES HHH EE OEEE OEEEES OEEOES 


OOO ee OOO e OOF CHEESE HEHE SHEE H EES HHO EEE ee ee OOHRS SEOs BHEe 


POO ee OOS HEHEHE HHO EEE FEES EERE SHES SE HES OEES BEES 


Playing Cards csccesccsceccees 


Discriminating duty on French vessels cevececescceccsesssccsesces secccccecesecse:|.e 


Duties on duck imported previous to June 30, 1824....... 0005 cecees ceccccceccccoess 


PRCRECiasias ia hin boa a Wie Sek od w Wp awien ay wduibad Sain een 6 ebebe. bode sea ba beereeieeeeces 


DUTIES ON MERCHANDISE IMPORTED, 





1824, 


$49, 689 
6,314 
104,073 
360, 029 
21,325 
139, 481 
524 
10,652 
209 
848,291 
45, 326 
144 
2 
722 
2,370 


36, 378 
1,989 


= O00 e eee cesees 


1825. 


$65, 850 
2 

9, 447 
128, 560 
450, 789 
39, 115 
159,974 
8 

7,472 
45 

929, 635 
48,998 
864 

96 

3, 792 
3, 822 
282, 675 
266 
3,974 
7,686 
49 
4,548 
882 
912 

5, 828 
21,577 
1, 165 
20, 487 
3, 832 
33,570 
20,260 
307 

12, 136 
1,626 
3, 122 
414 
648 

374 
1,041 
479 

59, 357 
4, 829 
2,558 


1826. 


$68,517 
240 

17, 939 
126, 559 
354, 509 
25, 287 
126,789 
10 
9,072 
20 
860, 457 
60, 796 
2e9 
1,276 
6,925 
1,798 
89, 887 
155 
1,641 
24,212 
23 

4, 450 
1,191 
359 
3,043 
10, 589 
817 

19, 861 
5, 765 
55, 047 
16, 239 
1,057 
17,942 
630 
3,112 
139 
244 
473 
1,568 
395 
51,149 
406 
1,068 


Average of three 
years. 





$74,685 33 
80 67 
11,233 33 
119, 730 67 
388, 442 33 
28,575 67 
142,081 33 
180 67 
9,065 33 
91 33 

879, 461 00 
51,706 67 
422 33 
458 00 
3,813 00 
2,663 33 
143, 732 67 
189 00 
2,186 00 
11,112 00 
45 33 
3,500 33 
813 00 

491 32 
3,660 67 
12,419 00 
857 33 
16,083 33 
4,190 33 
36,290 00 
15,221 33 
627 00 
11,562 67 
1,253 00 
3,221 67 
566 00 
508 00 
446 33 
1,176 67 
403 00 
48,961 33 
2,408 00 
1,208 67 








25, 482, 119 
3,212 


31, 656,397 
25 


26, 083, 886 
4 


27,740,900 63 
1,080 33 








25, 485, 631 








31,656, 422 





26, 083, 840 





27,741,980 96 





Note.—Articles which paid a duty of 7} per cent. ad valorem previous to the 30th of June, 1824, are now subject to a duty of 12} per cent. Sail 
duck, previous to said day was subject to specific duties, now pays a duty of 15 per cent. ad valorem. Duties accruing in 1827 cannot now be stated, as 


the accounts of the customs are under adjustment. 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, March 26, 1828, 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
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AGAINST INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 31, 1828. 


At a numerous meeting of the inhabitants of the town of Red Hook, in the county of Dutchess, 
opposed to the prohibitory system, and without reference to their political opinions, held at the house of 
David Wagar, pursuant to notice, on the 7th instant, Dr. Abijah G. Benedict was chosen chairman, and 
John J. Waldorf appointed secretary. It was 

Resolved, That the chairman, together with George A. Shufeldt and John R. Ostrom, be a committee 
to draught and report resolutions to this meeting. The committee accordingly reported the following 
resolutions: 

Resolved, That we, as free citizens of the most prosperous and free country in the world, regret that 
a portion of our fellow-citizens have, for the purpose of carrying into effect a measure ruinous to our 
commerce, revenue, and the agricultural interests of the country, represented us to the Congress of the 
United States as in a depressed and impoverished condition, when, in truth and in fact, the district of 
country which we inhabit, and as far as our acquaintance extends, the farming and agricultural interests 
were perhaps never, since the Federal Union, more prosperous and flourishing, and when their prospects, 
under the protection of Divine Providence, were never more flattering. 

Resolved, That in the sense of this meeting the present duties are a sufficient protection to the 
gradual increase of our manufactories, which have done, and will continue to grow up prosperously with 
the increase of population, the accumulation of wealth, and the development of the physical and moral 
power, and the display of the energies of this vast and extensive country. 

Resolved, That in the sense of this meeting the proposed system would create manufactories without 
solid and substantial capital, consequently liable to the slight changes and fluctuations of the times, 
which, under less prosperous circumstances under which we now live, a miserable, unhealthy population 
would be thrown upon this community. 

tesolved, That John B. Roose, John Morsel, Jacob Benner, William Waldorf, William Bunner, Nicholas 
Pulner, and John R. Ostrom, be appointed a committee to procure the names to these resolutions of the 
inhabitants of said town who did not attend this meeting and who are opposed to the prohibitory system. 

Resolved, That we concur in the memorial adopted by the meeting held at the house of William Ger- 
mond, in Pleasant Valley, on the 18th day of February last, of which William Bard, Esq., was chairman, 
and Joseph Williams and Joseph C. Hoffinan, Esqs., secretaries; and that the proceedings of this meeting 


be signed and published. 
A. G. BENEDICT, Chairman. 
Joun J. Watporr, Secretary. 





20rH Concress. | No. 902. [Isr Sesston. 








FOR SPECIFIC DUTY ON IMPORTED SLATE. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 31, 1828. 


To the honorable the House of Representatives of the United States: 

The petition of the New York Slate Company respectfully showeth: That your petitioners formed an 
association in the year one thousand eight hundred and two, and were incorporated by the Legislature 
of the State of New York in the year 1810, with a capital of two hundred thousand dollars, for the purpose 
of opening and working slate quarries in said State, on the borders of the Hudson river. 

That your petitioners raised a capital, and applied the same in purchasing, opening, and working 
said quarries, and in making the necessary arrangements for transporting the slate to market. 

That your petitioners have continued to work the said quarries since the time of their association, 
and have furnished large supplies of slate of the best quality for covering the roofs of houses, which 
have been used in most of the principal cities of the United States; that the said quarries are abundant 
and capable of furnishing increased quantities of this valuable and important material for building. 

That your petitioners, after the most frugal and industrious prosecution of the business for twenty- 
five years, greatly to the advantage of the public and saving to the country, have not been able to make 
but two dividends of profits in the whole time, and none for the last fifteen years, owing to the importa- 
a of foreign slate and the supply of the market at low prices by reason of the low rate of duty charged 
thereon. 

That your petitioners are discouraged in their business, and must abandon this branch of productive 
labor, so beneficial to the country, and, by retiring from competition, leave the market to be supplied by 
foreign importation, and at increased prices, unless they can receive from your honorable body the same 
protection and support which has so wisely and beneficially been extended to other manufacturing and 
productive labor of the United States. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that such specific in lieu of the present ad valorem duty 
may be laid on all slates imported into the United States, as in the wisdom of Congress may be found 
just and proper. 

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 

ANTHONY STEENBACH, President. 


Jno. McComs, Secretary. 
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The memorial of inhabitants of the towns of Rhinebeck and Clinton, in Dutchess county, State of 
New York, respectfully represents: That the New York Slate Company owns a large tract of land in 
the last mentioned town, on which were extensive quarries of slate, which have been worked for near 
twenty-five years past, and on which they have expended Jarge sums of money in procuring a domestic 
material, and giving employment to many poor men and their families, besides affording an article so 
essential in building, at a price far below what the imported would be were none of our own obtained, 
and which the increasing opening of the country will further afford; but that, owing to the present mode 
of collecting the duty on imported slate, they have been compelled to suspend their operations and discharge 
their men until some protection is afforded by the General Government; they therefore respectfully solicit 
your honorable body to consider this matter, and, in place of the present ad valorem duty, to enact a specific 
one, in order that all imported slate may pay a duty’on the quantity landed in the United States, and not 
on the amount of the foreign invoice cost, as at present estimated. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

RutNeBeck, December 30, 1827. 





New York, March 16, 1828. 


Sr: Indisposition has prevented me from handing you the enclosed papers relative to the importa- 
tion of foreign slate. The statement from the custom-house books will show the duty collected on slate 
imported here for 1826, and amounts to a small sum on the quantity. The importations for 1827 have been 
still larger, but we have not obtained a statement from the custom-house, thinking sufficent is shown of 
the present unfair impost; and you will please observe that it is the small and middle sizes, say 12, 14, 
and 16 inches, which mostly interferes with us, being freighted by the ton, and duty collected on the cost 
instead of the quantity. The larger sizes cost too high in Wales, and the expenses of freight is not in 
proportion to the others, so that they cannot be delivered here as low; and if a manufacturer has a 
surplus stock of small slate on hand, he obtains an advance on them from a London or Liverpool agent, 
and sends them off to this country for sale. Besides, the present mode of building and slating by contract 
has caused the small and middle sizes to be more generally used, owing to their thinness, in not requiring 
so many rafters, and more despatch in handling and laying on the roofs, but many recent fires have shown 
their insecurity. ; 

Enclosed is also a petition from the inhabitants of Dutchess county in our behalf. They are very 
desirous of having the quarries again worked, as it employed many people and caused considerable 
circulation of money among them. 

Any further information or service that I can render in shoyving the present improper mode of 
collecting the duties on imported slate will be given whenever required. 

I am, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
J.C. NEWTON, Treasurer. 


Lynpe Carin, Esq. 





Statement of duty paid on Welsh slate imported at New York in the year 1826, as taken from the eustom- 


,; house entries. 





























Cost sterling Duty paid. 
203,360 countesses ............-£1,116 12 8, or $5,454 00..... ee eye $1,363 50, 20 by 10 inches. 
952,000 small ladies...... errer 1,358 8 6,or 6,635 00...... rere 1,658 75, 14 by 7 inches. 
ST CE ci neéasheeneeses St FS 8 oF 10108 OO. 2. ciscccas. 2,548 59,16 by 8 inches. 
600,120 doubles. ........600565 « Pee ES SE, cr SOO OOe cans ciccce 973 00,12 by 6 inches. 
20,360 dutchesses......... in + he WP hie 4k Ss 0083 196 50, 24 by 12 inches. 
2,640,060 
50 tons of imperials.......... 140 10 0, or ccs a FETC TROT 171 50, 30 by 16 inches 
5,660 10 11 27,647 00 6,911 84 
20rn Coneress. | UN 0. 903. | Isr Session, 








IN FAVOR OF INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 31, 1828. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives in Congress assembled: 
The subscribers, inhabitants of the county of Delaware, in the State of New York, respectfully petition: 
’ « ? ’ * 
That the tariff pending before your honorable body may be passed the present session in such adapted 
form as to give effectual protection and encouragement to the various internal industry of the country, 
agricultural and manufacturing equally with commercial. 


VOL. V: 125 B 
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Waiving to reiterate further than to refer to the facts and arguments of the case so often and justly 
urged, your petitioners, feeling the ruinous effects of inadequate protection, prefer but to glance at these 
and to pray for relief. 

For lack of adequate protection our internal industry universally languishes. 

For want of the more judicious distribution and application of our labor which such protection alone 
can invite and assure, agriculture is overstocked, overdone, and unproductive. 

For want of the home market which the same protection can alone create, perpetuate, and increase 
to any required extent, our surplus produce and raw materials are rotting on our hands or selling at 
impoverishing prices. 

For want of that adequate protection to our own in contradistinction to foreign industry, which can 
alone induce a wiser distribution and direction of our labor, and create, increase, and assure the home 
market, so indispensable to our welfare, the whole grain-growing and grazing districts of our country 
are in distress; our surplus of cultivation and pasturage has fallen an average of at least one-half, our 
live stock no less; our lands and farms, following the down-hill suit, have sunk thirty, fifty, and sixty per 
cent., producing total ruin to thousands and tens of thousands of families in all parts of by far the greater 
portions of the Union. 

For lack of the same relief various and important of our manufactures drag heavily and spiritless; 
and that of wool, which ought to be the great staple of the east, and north, and west, stricken and sickened 
with foreign importations, struggles but with barely equivocal life. 

In the depression all participate; midst a fulness scarcely less fatal than famine, the farmer sees his 
surplus perishing on his hands or selling for less than cost; his stock unsaleable at bare saving; his lands 
depreciating under his feet. The manufacturer hears the transatlantic cry, “crush him,” “crush him,” 
and sees the country inundated with foreign commodities bearing down all competition. Every descrip- 
tion of laborers in each vendor of foreign goods beholds a collector of tribute for foreign countries, a 
gleaner of the scattered shillings left us to send athwart the Atlantic to pamper and aggrandize the self- 
same monarchy that would still inthral us by guile, as erst by force, and from which, till we encourage 
and protect our own industry and manufacture for ourselves, we are but half emancipated. 

The vortex of depression and despondence drags down all in its gorge. The rich and honorable, 
disdaining to fatten on distress, above converting others’ necessities into their own opportunities, are less 
rich. The middling classes are growing poor; the poor yet poorer. 

In this situation fellow-sufferers in a calamity, not local but national, not confined but spread, and 
spreading far and wide, and that unless stayed must of necessity speedily overtake and overwhelm city 
as well as country, the south as well as the east, and north, and west; and not unconscious of our rights 
as well as of our privileges, we look to Congress as the Conscript Fathers of the country, and pray them 
without further delay to pass a tariff, not inert or partial, but one that, by inviting and inciting to a more 

judicious distribution and application, of our labor, will create and perpetuate the home market so indis- 
pensable to our prostrate agriculture; one that, by amply protecting American industry in its multiplied 
forms from being crushed by foreign competition, by equally protecting the triple sisters—agriculture, 
manufactures, and commerce—will encourage, and in the end relieve all, give new impetus to our dejected 
ardor, and restore to our country the thrift and progressive prosperity which her protected, encouraged, 
and properly directed energies and inexhaustible means will not fail to assure. 

And your petitioners will gladly avail themselves of the opportunity of rejoicing in the thus enhanced 
welfare of our beloved country. 

DetawarE County, New York, February 23, 1828. 





20TH Concress. | No. 904. [Isr Srsstoy. 





IN FAVOR OF IRON AND IRON MACHINERY FOR RAILROADS FREE OF DUTY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE APRIL 2, 1828. 


Mr. Sairn, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the memorial of the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad Company, praying that they may be permitted to import iron and iron machinery for said 
road free of duty, reported a bill to admit iron and machinery necessary for railroads duty free, and laid 
on the table the following document which, with the memorial (Doc. 140) heretofore printed, were 
ordered to be printed. 


Extracts of a letter from Colonel Long to P. E. Thomas. 


Batrmtore, January 8, 1828. 


Dear Str: Agreeably to your request I have the honor to submit, in general terms, my opinions as to 
the cost of the contemplated railroad between this city and the Ohio river, together with the cost of 
transportation thereon. 

I take the liberty to premise, however, that the practical results afforded by this country in reference 
to works of this character are too limited to admit of any definite conclusions as to their cost or best 
mode of construction. England has been looked to for example in the construction of roads and canals, 
and is still regarded as furnishing the best models for railroads. In respect to the former, our imitations, 
though they may have proved inferior in point of workmanship, have certainly surpassed the originals in 
economy of construction. In reference to railroads, we have every reason to expect that they will be 
placed on a similar footing; although iron, which is an indispensable article in their construction, is 
somewhat dearer here than in England, yet timber and stone, which are not less essential, are far more 
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abundant, convenient, and less expensive in this country. Accordingly, if we adopt a mode of construc- 
tion embracing the facilities, and avoiding the inconveniences here presented; or, in other words, if the 
quantity of iron employed in the construction be the least practicable, and timber or stone be used in its 
stead, so far as they may be adequate to the purpose, the cost may be proportionably reduced. With 
views similar to these, a mode of construction thought best adapted to the condition of the country has 
been suggested, and is briefly as follows: 

Ist. That the road be located in conformity to a system of graduation adapted exclusively to the 
use of horses in the first instance, and at the same time to the use of mechanical power, whenever its 
introduction may be deemed advisable. 

2d. That the foundation or bed of the road be prepared in conformity to said system. 

3d. That in all cases of level or deep cutting the rails be formed of stone, plated with iron, the plates 
being of rolled iron 24 inches broad by half an inch thick. 

4th. That in all cases of embankment rails of wood plated with iron as above be first employed. with a 
view of having stone rails substituted as soon as the embankment shall have been sufficiently consoli- 
dated, or the wooden rails decayed. 

5th. That the stone rails be supported and confined by rubble or broken stone, which are to embrace 
the bottom and sides of the rail, and with the latter form a covering for the road-bed impervious to water, 
and of course render the foundation inaccessible to frost. 

6th. That the wooden rail be supported and confined by sleepers, laid transversely of the road, and 
furnished with notches fitted for the reception of the rails, and keys to confine them; to these rails the 
iron plates, as before described, are to be attached by means of nails or wood screws. 

The cost of a road constructed in this manner may be safely estimated at the following rates per mile: 


Clearing, grubbing, and grading deep cuts, embankments, bridges and culverts included....... $7,000 

Stone rails for a double railroad, laid, dressed, ‘and fitted for the reception of the iron plates, at 
BP EN GE COGS FUE TOW GEE FOE onan ccc cc ccccen sce cesseceseones 1a +beeEee a ene . 4,224 
Wrought iron plate rails, 4 by 24 inches, amounting to 36 tons per mile, at $80 per ton........ 2,880 
CGBE POE EAISD TOF G GURCRERININEG PAVOMIONE . .... noc cee ccnecereccccccccccccccccscences 1,000 
For laying and riveting rails........... 6. sees eee cece eee e eee ceeeees ere ree ahinewe ‘ 500 
OE re eee Te eee eee eT eT eee Toe eT ee TPT Te eT TET eT TTT Cee TT 396 
Aggregate cost per mile.............ceeeseee (‘iiieesidinnnns (sane vacdaieas 16,000 





Extract from a letter from William Brown, Esq., of the firm of Messrs. William & James Brown & Co., 
Liverpool. 


“We continued our route from Stockton past Darlington to West Awkland, ascending and descending 
one of the inclined planes, a distance, as near as we could judge, of about two miles, and having an 
inclination of about one inch in every thirty inches. 

“Two stationary steam engines of about 30-horse power each are placed at the summit of the planes, 
which draw the wagons on one side about 1} mile, and ? on the other, by means of ropes of two inches in 
diameter, winding upon drums by the force of the engines. The engines will draw eight loaded wagons of 
coal, containing two tons and a half each, up one side of a plane and down the other, a distance of about 
two miles, in 10 minutes. The ropes are carried down the hill by empty or full wagons, as the case may 
be, and on being adjusted to others going in a contrary direction, a signal is made at the foot of the hill, 
when the engine is put in motion, and the whole speedily drawn up again.” : 





Extract of a letter from Thomas Perkins, Esq., of Boston, to William Lorman, Esq., of Baltimore. 


“Since your friend, Mr. Thomas, and party, visited the Quincy railroad, we have completed an 
inclined plane at the quarry by which we take up one empty wagon of about a ton, and let down a full 
one of about nine tons, with great ease and perfect safety, in four minutes. The elevation is about 36 
degrees, and the distance about 500 feet; this is a great saving of labor, as in the present case we use 
one horse and one man to perform what would require seven yoke of oxen, seven teamsters, expenses of 
drays, and nearly two hours’ labor divided amongst them.” 





1st question. Probable distance? 

Answer. Probably 300 to 330 miles. 

2d question. Probable expense of simply grading the road? 

Answer. It is estimated the cost, of grading the road will be $7,000 per mile. 

3d question. Probable expense per mile to the foot of the Alleghany mountains? 

Answer. See Colonel Long’s letter. 

4th question. Probability of getting over the mountains? 

Answer. See Colonel Long, W. Brown, and T. Perkins’ letters. 

5th question. Probable greatest degree of elevation of hills? 

Answer. The hills may be graduated to conform to the machinery employed in transportation across 


them. 
6th question. How much iron per mile if done on iron? 
Answer. If the rails be made of iron entire, it would take 117 tons per mile; if they be made of iron 


plates on wood or stone, 36 tons per mile will suffice. 
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Tth question. How much iron per mile if on wood? 

Answer. See the above answer. 

8th question. When will it commence? 

Answer. Immediately, as the necessary arrangements can be made. 

9th question. What the capital required for the whole work? 

Answer. From six to seven millions of dollars, including ny: 

10th question. What thereof supplied by citizens of the State? 

Answer. The State has taken $500,000, the city of Baltimore $500,000, and the individual subscrip- 
tions are $3,000,000; making in all $4, 000, 000. 

llth question. Can the balance (if any) be supplied by new subscription? 

Answer. It is confidently hoped and believed it can. 

12th question. Are there any iron works in Maryland that can supply the quantity of that article wanted? 

13th question. Are there any in other States convenient and capable in time to supply the quantity 
required? 

Answer. It is believed that the necessary quantity of iron cannot be obtained in the United States in 
time for the work. 

14th question. If any, what would be the effect on the other interests of the agricultural and other 
pursuits of the people? 

15th question. Would itgraise the price of iron in the market? 

Answer. If supplies of iron be not obtained from abroad, the effect of such an increased demand for 
it must inevitably be to create an immense rise in the price, and of course produce serious injury, both to 
the manufacturing and agricultural interests in the country. 





To the Senate?and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled: 


The memorial of the President and Directors of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company respectfully 
showeth: That your memorialists have it in contemplation, and are at this time taking measures to con- 
struct a railroad, with at least two sets of tracks, from the city of Baltimore to the Ohio river, which will, 
it is estimated, unavoidably require not less than fifteen thousand tons of malleable iron. 

Your memorialists, taking into consideration the actual quantity of this indispensable article now 
annually manufactured in our own country, and further considering the numerous lines of railroads already 
projected in different parts of the United States, are confirmed in the opinion that it will be difficult, if 
not impossible, to procure amongst ourselves a sufficient quantity for these numerous undertakings; and, 
consequently, that an enormous enhancement of the present price must be the inevitable consequence, 
unless supplies to a considerable extent be drawn from abroad; which enhancement of an article so 
necessary, both in the manufacturing and agricultural operations of the country, would {manifestly be 
injurious to both these important interests. 

Your memorialists are persuaded that so enlightened a body as the Representatives of the people of 
the United States are fully aware of the vast importance of the undertaking in which this company have 
embarked. Itis, indeed, an enterprise in which every section of our country has a deep and vital interest. 

Its direct effect upon the prosperity of the nation, if successfully accomplished, and its beneficial influ- 
ence in perpetuating the happy union of these States, is perceived and appreciated by all; at the same 
time it should not be overlooked that this great work, of such deep national concernment, and pregnant 
with such important consequences, has been undertaken and so far conducted by individual enterprise, 
and is still almost exclusively dependent upon private resources for its accomplishment. % 

Under these considerations your memorialists take leave respectfully to ask of the National Legisla- 
ture for the passage of an act authorizing the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company to import “from 
abroad, if it should be found needful, such supplies of iron and iron machinery as may be requisite for the 
construction of the proposed road free of duty. 

In presenting these views of an object essentially national to the Representatives of their country, 
your memorialists rely on the wisdom and patriotism of Congress to afford such relief as may be deemed 
proper, either by an exemption from duty or by a drawback upon the material actually used in the con- 
struction of the road; at the same time they confidently believe that in granting the indulgence now asked 
for the best interests of the nation will be substantially promoted, whilst no injury whatever will : accrue, 
either to the manufacturing, agricultural, or other important interests of the country. 

Signed on behalf of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company. 

P. E, THOMAS. President. 
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EXPENDITURES IN THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APRIL 5, 1828. 


Mr. Bua, from the Committee on so much of the Public Accounts and Expenditures s as relates to the State 
Department, who are required by the 75th standing rule of the House to inquire and report “ whether 
the expenditures of the Department are justified by law; whether the claims, from time to time, 
satisfied and discharged by the Department are supported by sufficient vouchers establishing their 
justness both as to ‘character and amount; whether any, and what, provisions are necessary to be 
adopted to provide more perfectly for the proper application of the public moneys and to secure the 
Government from demands unjust in their character or extravagant in their amount; whether any, 
and what, retrenchment can be made in the Department, without detriment to the public service; 
whether any, and what, abuses at any time exist in the failure to enforce the payment of moneys 
which may be due to the United States from public defaulters or others; and to report from time 
to time such provisions as may be necessary to add to the economy of the Department and the 
accountability of its officers,” reported: 

That they ogee to the discharge of the duties assigned them, commencing their investigations 
with the year 1825, as, on the 3d of February of that year a preceding committee had, in their report to 
the House, embraced the disbursements of the State Department up to the 3lst of December, 1824, and 
which is on file in the office of the Clerk of the House. From reference to the appropriation laws it will 
be seen that the expenditures of the Department are specific and contingent. To the first, consisting of 
the salaries of the Secretary and clerks of the Department and the Patent. Office, the committee have only 
inquired whether they have been kept within the appropriation acts, which they find has been the case. 
The second has more especially claimed the attention of the committee, which must, from its nature, be 
(in its application) greatly at the discretion of the head of the Dep: artment. It consists of the appro- 
priations for the expenditures of the Department; for the contingent expenses of foreign intercourse, and 
the contingent expenses of all the missions abroad. 


For the expenditures of the Department was appropriated, in the year 1825, the sum of... $25,550 00 
ee Ge UE Ryde So vba weed ewes seen sees Pe ee eS ee Te Tee ETT eT Tee TE Me 
ge a ee ee ne eee Seeeeaaedees (iim ae 

Making an aggregate of,...... PEER NES: 4S bdk ee ~ ee 


ee yikes os FeV AGEOA RRS bAea PARR NG eh ears phous Meebehdbennbas nas $40,000 00 
ee Aceon Sok hes RESO RAW RE Raa ee TCT eT Tere ese ereenet 40,000 00 
en ee en HEARD AS WASODESAREDICRHESS LAUREL ARSESEDSO SN EMRSwer ee 


Syracelnce es peje Saal aS Perey T Perey errr reer rey 110,000 00 


SNS ce SOs ECA teas Xv as RaD A wwax Fe ee ee ee Tee er ree eer $20,000 00 
3 Me mrrehenc ere tere mks ape sea Berea tci test SieeetNeterernsr esis Boe ie ed ei Siatar ie siah oles he ares : 30,000 00 
In 1827............ LS ae RAL Digi iniidbasadisiecs@agwasaneseaa: Ce 


bana iach oe eT 


The committee, having ascertained the sums appropriated under the several heads before specified, 
addressed a letter to the Secretary of State requesting to be furnished with a statement of the disburse- 
ments made out of the first mentioned appropriations, to whom paid, and for what services, with the 
vouchers for such payments; also a statement of the disbursements made out of either of the latter appro- 
priations so far as they had been expended under his authority and upon his voucher. To which, on the 
4th instant, he returned his answer, accompanied by the statements A and B, together with the letters of 
the Register of the Treasury, the Fifth Auditor, and a letter addressed by Mr. Adams, then Secretary of 
State, to the Committee on the Expenditures of the State Department, dated April 18, 1822, in explanation 
of the manner of transacting the pecuniary concerns of the office, and which are annexed to this report. 
Statement A contains the disbursements of the State Department, except for the printing and distribution 
of the acts of Congress, from the 31st of December, 1824, to the Ist of January, 1828; B, the disburse- 
ments of the appropriations for the contingent expenses of ‘foreign intercourse from the 4th of March, 1825, 
to the 31st of December, 1827, distinguishing between those items which had been allowed upon the 
certificate of the Secretary of State from those which had been otherwise vouched. That no statement 
had been furnished of the disbursements of the appropriation for defraying the contingent expenses of all 
the missions abroad; because it appeared, upon examination of the accounts during the period particu- 
larized by the committee, that no item had been allowed upon the special approval of the Secretary of 
State. In the letter of the Register of the Treasury of the 12th instant, in answer to further inquiries 
made by the committee, it is ‘stated that the appropriations for outfits, salaries, and the contingent 
expenses of missions abroad have been uniformly blended in one account, denominated diplomatic depar t- 
ment, and that payment for these various objects had been as uniformly made out of that general fund 
without specification of object. In the same letter it is stated that the payment to John A. King, Chargé, 
&c., for salary and outfit, was made out of that fund, but that it had not been allowed upon the sole and 
exclusive voucher of the Secretary of State, but had been endorsed thus: “The President approves the 
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above charges, December 22, 1826. H. Clay.” That upon re-examination of the accounts it had been 
found that Beaufort T. Watts, Chargé d’Affaires at Bogota, had been allowed by the chief clerk, in the 
name of the Secretary, the sum of six hundred and fifteen dollars for newspapers, postage, and letter 
carrier; which communication is also annexed ‘to this report. 

The committee will first notice the accounts of the disbursements in statement A, which are said to 
be all the disbursements made of the appropriations for defraying the contingent expenses of the Depart- 
ment from the 3lst of December, 1824, to the lst of January, 1827, (except for the printing and distri- 
bution of the acts of Congress,) which for the same period amounted to the sum of $38,243 35. The 
manner in which these disbursements are made will be seen from the statement itself and the letter of the 
Secretary of State to the committee. William Brown, a clerk in the office, is allowed to receive sums in 
gross from the Treasury upon requisitions of the Secretary of State, which are deposited by him in the 
office of the Bank of the United States within this District, upon which from time to time he draws for the 
current expenses of the Department. The check upon him is, (it is said,) that after making his quarterly 
disbursements, an account thereof is furnished the Secretary of State, who writes his approval, which is 
understood to be an approval of the objects only, but not as dispensing with the exhibition of vouchers 
in any instance, except where, from the nature of the expenditure, it is impracticable to produce them; 
in which case the propriety of the charges is judged of and decided by the head of the Department. Ag 
the head of the Department only approves the object of expenditure without reference to the value of the 
articles purchased or services performed, the committee were led to examine into the means afforded the 
Auditor in deciding upon the justness of the variety of claims discharged by the agent. The vouchers 
submitted to him are nothing more in the general than an uncorroborated statement of account, with the 
receipt of the claimant to Mr. Brown, as agent for the State Department. The statement A, though not 
as full as some of the originals in the Register’s office from whence they are taken, may, to a very great 
extent, be said to furnish as ample means of ascertaining the correctness of the claims as the original 
vouchers in the Register’s office. Hence they conclude that, as to form, it is true that the disbursements 
of the agent are submitted to the Fifth Auditor for adjustment; but it is also true that, from all the 
evidence furnished him, (of which the committee can have any knowledge,) the almost endless variety of 
articles and services for which compensation had been made may not yet have been delivered or per- 
formed, and, if they were, at extravagant prices, without reference to their intrinsic value. The committee 
are of opinion that some higher standard than the judgment or discretion of a clerk in the office (however 
virtuous and intelligent) should have been provided for testing the adequacy of compensation involving 
the payment of so large an amount of the public money. 

The committee have found it impossible for them to enter into a critical examination of the justness 
of the multiplied items in that account, many of them made out without such specification of the extent 
of services as to enable the committee to form any opinion of the adequacy of the compensation, and 
which (if practicable) would consume more time than the committee could promise to devote to it con- 
sistently with their other duties. They have so far analyzed the account in statement A as to ascertain 
that the following amounts were disbursed by the agent for the purposes there stated: 


For extra clerk hire in copying and map tracing. 








In the year 1825 .......... To eeee Pe TT Ee Tre TTT reer (sevetwesveccces Ge ee 
LS a re ETT IT TTT eT TOT oTT. TE CECE COLT EEE ee re 7,561 00 
In the year 1827 ............ OTe errr rere ev ieeenene err ee ere tee Te 3,597 45 
es serena new chi weed eres bed tia otek peace, ‘niveean, ire a 
Extra printing. 
EE 4b Pas epee OS canwedens re ieee eee: Bee 
SE OR NOOO 66 ob beck skh Sccciecssnencne sxses pe RRA RE HEROS COS eer rr jeans = 1,784 81 
NE BONE 6s bodes benaddawewnw assis sini SPE ETC TT TT eT tte ee ee ys 1,036 36 
ee eer rere Pe eee Tey eee re ee Te re eT ee 5,309 52 


Which is exclusive of the sum of $550, which in said statement is blended with stationery, 
part of which is for printing, and the residue stationery; hence the committee were 


unable to sever the respective amounts; which sum, if added to the above, would amount 
eT TeTT CrP CT Te Tee Tere eT Tee 5,859 52 


SDE wicine bisck ah wins FEE See aioe wise Re shinee BCS 


EE os NSS CEN KARO K SK eORE TE ERAN CENA RROD POT eT Te errr $1,304 36 
ip the yoar 1606 .... 20.5660... CLEC L AEA SEER DUCES RIN CAG OR TRTRORES es 2,058 42 
ee ee Pere eee eer peéwne ress 1,988 28 

Saks cdbbeaunen ees Seu CRE Ga EEE Rae de eae eek yisawuwe 5,351 06 

Newspapers. 

RS pen GeSeewsebaee seas Sr ered ey eee me haa Gne week FER EORI RNs $370 69 
In the year 1826 ..... eye ew he Cie seeweD eels rey eee eer eee ee Tee eT ee nepxves 608 47 
UL c.ckcbenchade abd wae «odes PUMA AASEEE ORL ORKSR CERCA ERE ORAS 444 00 
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are ee Se eee ee eee ee ee ee ee CCL RRPERR ERE ORRANORT ORS 1,423 16 
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For book and newspaper binding. 


ee ae re CON CONE ie AEE. eT ee re $70 76 
SE Pah eal aang Sal Nhe ge Maia ye RGD TE AWK RR ESE WORKER AROSE EDTA 829 23 
NE Sakae DAN ee 1KE A WENN RESET KS OA GRLND EAA Y AEDST OO ORDA RwOS 1,431 75 

Naat ig te aE ck i a deg a te ek a i ere 2,331 74 


Postage on letters to Messrs. Brent and Thornton, (said to be on public business. ) 








In the year 1825 ..... Paper eea See Kk eee een Rik seAeAes Ean knder anew Rennes $53 05 
OO 6 (aN Gawkine ed ae yee WNeRS CAG Se ee ee ee ee eee ee eee eee eT 146 55 
EE WT 6549508 Ke aE OSi CaWET ORES ee er eT eee eT ere iowa 94 30 
Ne ee RCO id cinch SRGRS RAE RRW AS A KOK Edd necne Reeders 293 90 
‘ For carpenter’s and cabinet work. 
ES B5hNia es 506d ODS Sain nhc ke AW ae Dedida Ake ee EwSA GS Oe eee eeeed $1,382 87 
In the year 1676 .......6 66s eeees TE Lee Tee ee Ore Te ee eT TE ee TOE Tee eT Te 609 88 
a BG re iy Ae Sick OLS hehe eee eRe OAS ADA ROSS e Resende ees caReoan 1,659 36 
eT tpt ei ed ben oat see Rie bak ude bab ae xesae’ 3,602 12 


hr Re ee ee ee ee ee eee ey ee ee ee ee ee $2,779 80 
in the your 1626 ..... 2.2.00; Pe ee eT See ee ee ee Ce eT ee eee Te 1,102 97 
ne ee ae enn ee ee ee ee ee eer ee ey ee ee 1,831 25 

etc iatee Va bask aiwkaban’ Si opie i hentia eae ine cis i a eee eee ea 5,714 02 





The committee have not carried out the residue of the accounts in said statement, inasmuch as they 
are so various in their character that they would not fall under general heads, nor indeed would they be 
susceptible of classification under any one head in the general estimates furnished by the Secretary of 
State, upon which the appropriations were founded. Such are the charges of $250 for the portrait of 
Washington, and $10 for a medal, and $13 for a print of the President of the United States, which, though 
of inconsiderable amount, nevertheless involve principle to as great an extent as would a larger amount. 
If the head of a Department can (consistently with principle) apply the contingent funds appropriated 
for the current expenses of his office to such objects, the committee can see no limit to his discretion, save 
that of the fund at his disposal; which, if sufficiently ample, he might apply to the erection of a monu- 
ment on the public ground to perpetuate the memory of whomsoever he might think proper. 

The committee likewise would remark upon the compensation to Thomas Miller and Thomas M. Baily, 
who were severally employed by the Secretary of State; Miller to Accomac, Virginia, $140 for nine days’ 
services; Baily for twice travelling from the same place to Washington and returning; for the first trip he 
was paid $284 40; for the second $379 20, without specification of time. They assume the data furnished 
in the case of Mr. Miller as being the criterion by which to judge of the justness of the compensation in 
each. In that case the compensation is stated at $8 per day, making $72, and the remaining $68 is given 
for his expenses of a journey which the committce believe does not exceed the distance of two hundred 
miles. At that rate of allowance the daily compensation and expenses would fall but little short of $16, 
which the committee believe to be extravagant. They find in the statement charges for carpeting pur- 
chased for the office during the period embraced in their inquiries, and for making and laying them, near 
the sum of five hundred dollars, which is not included in either of the specifications which they have made 
in this report. 

The committee have seen with surprise that, whilst the appropriations have increased for the last 
three years, that the disbursements of the Department have for the same time greatly exceeded the annual 
appropriations, which will be seen from comparing the statement furnished the committee by the Register 
of the Treasury with the amount of appropriations, (exclusive of those for printing and distributing the 
laws of Congress, ) and which statement or summary the committee annex to this report, and for its better 
identification they designate it by the letter D. That statement exhibits only an excess of expenditure 
(exclusive of publishing and distribution of the laws) for the years 1825, 1826, and 1827, of the sum 
of $10,600, the amount of the unexpended balance at the close of the year 1824. 

From reference to the statement A it will be seen that the actual expenditures of the Department 
(exclusive of printing and publishing the laws) in fact amount to the sum of $52,359 15, instead of 
$44,805, as stated in statement D; making an additional excess of expenditure over the unexpended balance 
of 1824, and the annual appropriations of the sum of $7,554 75. That excess, the committee apprehend, 
has been met by the fees received from the Patent Office, and the unexpended balance of the appropria- 
tions made for printing and distribution of the laws, which they find in the same statement amounted on 
the 31st of December, 1824, to the sum of $5,558, and on the close of the year 1827 to. the sum of 
$7,558; being at that time about equal to the excess of expenditure before stated. 

The committee, upon contrasting the expenditures of the State Department for the last three years 
with those years which preceded them, cannot (consistently with that economy which should be exercised 
in the disbursement of public money) account for the increased expenditure. From the statement annexed 
to the report of the former committee, made to the House in the session of 1824~25, the expenditures of 
the Department for those years amounted to the sum of $35,311 18, averaging something more than 
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$17,000 per annum, when the expenditures for each of the years embraced in the inquiries of the com- 
mittee will average more than $32,000. 

The committee have viewed the appropriations for the current expenses of the Department as being 
strictly contingent, which, though technically true, cannot be so in pr int of fact. However indefinite the 
appropriation laws may be, they are predicated upon an estimate furnished by the Secretary of State, 
specifying the various objects to which there is a necessity for the appropriation of public money; which 
estimate, owing to the faith reposed in the public officer, founded upon his experimental knowledge of 
the necessities of the Department, is received as the basis on which such appropriations are made, 
Hence an unlimited exercise of discretion cannot be assumed in the after disbursements of the money, in 
disregard of the enumeration which he has made of the objects, without violating that faith which wag 
reposed in his estimate. The committee, from that consideration, have adverted to the estimates pre- 
sented for each of the years to which they have extended their inquiries as to the sum necessary to meet 
the exigencies of the Department for extra clerk hire, which they find has uniformly been $1,000; that 
sum for the three years would amount to $3,000, when, in fact, there was expended during that period 
more than four times that amount. Under the act of 20th April, 1818, (which regulated the amount of 
the specific appropriation for the clerks of the Department,) there was appropriated for the years 1825 
and 1826 each the sum of $15,900 for clerks. By the act of the 2d of March, 1827, there was an addition 
of $4,400 made to the former appropriation, making the sum of $20,300 for that year; notwithstanding 
which, there was expended of the contingent fund for extra clerk hire more than $1,000 over the 
expenditure of 1825 for the same object. 

The committee are unable to say whether the mechanical and other labor and materials furnished, 
constituting so large an item in their former classification, were necessary, and if so, were performed and 
furnished at their equitable value, as it was impossible for them to traverse so wide a field in their inves- 
tigations; but this they will say, that if such expenditure was called for, instead of resort being had for 
$9,000 to the contingent fund, an appropriation should have been made by Congress for these objects, and 
the precaution used of disbursing it under the Superintendent of the Public Buildings rather than the 
discretion of a clerk who, in the nature of things, must have been more incompetent to the task than one 
skilled in mechanics. The committee can recommend no mode better calculated to promote economy in 
the disbursements of the Department than (where practicable) to specify in the appropriation laws the 
several objects to which such appropriations shall be applied, leaving as little as possible to the discretion 
of the officer. That all the objects of expenditure could be foreseen, so as to be provided for, is not to 
be expected; allowance must ever be made for unforeseen cases; but the committee are of opinion that 
much greater precaution could be used than has hitherto characterized the legislation of Congress on that 
subject. 

The committee have herein before stated that the amount appropriated for the printing and dis- 
tribution of the laws of Congress for the years before stated amounted to the sum of $47,500, which, with 
$5,558, the unexpended balance of former years, amounted to the sum of $53,058. 


Of that sum was expended for these objects in the year 1825............ ewes Hee Ree eax $11,500 
eer ee he Pe ee ee ee Te pe ere ines tee ee eek oa MCS eatedss Se 
PE PAR es bok Rese es oe coe KARE EE ESS ee eT ey ee ako Maas ine Loewe 17,500 

45,500 














Leaving unexpended of that fund, on the 31st of December, 1827, the sum of $7,558. The expenditure 
of those appropriations, and, indeed, for printing generally, are at the discretion of the head of the 
Department, except so far as there is a limitation fixed by the third section of the act of 1818 upon that 
discretion in regard to the compensation of the proprietors of newspapers in which the laws, resolutions, 
&c., shall be published. As this subject was so fully discussed in the House during the last Congress, 
and must be so well understood, the committee forbear to make any recommendation thereon. 

The committee beg leave to add, that from the document A it appears that the sum of $197 was 
paid to Peter Force out of the contingent fund of the Department for publishing proclamations of Indian 
treaties, when, from a reference to the act of Congress of May, 1820, it will appear that the publication 
of such treaties are expressly confined to one paper, and that to be within the limits of the State or 
Territory to which the subject-matter of such treaty shall belong. 

They are of opinion, from the best information which they can obtain, that the distribution can still 
be made through the Post Office Department without detriment to the public service, certainly by the 
mail contrators, for a very trifling amount compared with that of private agents as now practiced. They 
therefore recommend the expediency of withholding the appropriation of $3,500 from future acts, and 
that said distribution be made through the agency of the Postmaster General. 

The committee have been induced to examine the library of the State Department, from having seen 
a standing annual estimate of $2,000 per annum for the purchase of books. It embraces the statutes, 
compilations, and digests of the laws of the United States and of the several States and Territories, 
foreign statutes and digests, national law, common, civil, and municipal law, and reports thereof; treaties, 
conventions, and histories of negotiations, journals and histories of legislative bodies, and State papers; 
scientific geography, voyages and travels, history, biography, medicine, chemistry, and anatomy, statistics, 
political economy, &c.; miscellaneous, with the magazines, reviews, newspapers, and public journals of 
the States as well as foreign countries; atlases, maps, charts, &c. The committce can discover no necessity 
for so extensive a library in that Department, embracing works which cannot possibly be required in the 
discharge of official duties, and which involve so much expense without being called into use. They are 
induced to recommend the expediency of withholding that appropriation (to a great extent) in future 
from the following considerations: Ist, the inutility of very many of these books. 2d, that access to the 
Library of Congress could be afforded to each of the officers of the Government for such books as might 
be desired, and which were not necessary to impart information in the discharge of official duties; such 
as law, medicine, chemistry, anatomy, miscellaneous, &c.; 3d, from the fact that a librarian, at the annual 
salary of $1,400, appears now to be incompetent to make out the catalogue of so extensive a library, 
without employing assistants at an expense of $90 to the Government, as appears from the statement A, 
hereto annexed. 

The committee will now notice the second statement denominated B, which, with an after supplement 
attached to it, purports to be a full exposé of the disbursements made of the appropriations for the 
contingent expenses of foreign intercourse from the 4th of March, 1825, to the 31st December, 1827; 
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distinguishing in different columns between the items which had been allowed under the authority and 
upon the voucher of the Secretary of State from those which had been otherwise vouched. It appears 
from the exhibit D that on the 31st of December, 1824, there was, of the appropriations to that object, an 
unexpended balance of $17,306 39; which, with the sum of $113 66 repaid into the Treasury during the 

ears 1825, ’26, and ’27, will, when added to the amount of the annual appropriations as herein before 











rrr $127,420 05 
Of which sum there was expended— 
rE eee heb k > KS RRE WEAR OM Add wed Os WORE ERE ROO ODES ESOS $25,572 68 
IY EDs ae Saeed Kans d's \ 3h ROA a OAD EES S sabe Sas 18,633 00 
49 2 DEK A NT RER SKA Kis deka bheseKeeeeee acseasess 36,258 63 
80,567 97 
Leaving an unexpended balance, on the 31st of December last, of.............. 0000 e eee 46,852 08 


From the fact that to the Committee on Public Expenditures and the Select Committee on Retrench- 
ment belong more properly the consideration of most of the subjects growing out of that disbursement, 
our committee have only noticed such parts thereof as fall within the legitimate scope of their inquiries. 
They have ascertained that, for the years 1825, ’26, ’27, there was paid out of that fund for extra clerk hire 
the sum of $1,971 78, which, with the sum of $13,711 24, expended for that purpose, of the contingent 
fund of the State Department within the same period, amounts in the whole to the sum of $15,683 02; a 
sum nearly equal to one-third of the amount annually appropriated for the whole clerks of the Depart- 
ment and Patent Office. The committee are of opinion that the compensation to each clerk employed in 
the Department (whether for general or special purposes) properly devolves upon the appropriations 
for the Department, and ought to be paid out of that fund, if for no other reason than that the disburse- 
ments would be more simple, less difficult to understand, and not so liable to abuse. 

The committee have also extracted from the said statement the amount paid out of that fund for extra 
printing during the same period, which they find amounts to the sum of $2,967 52; $2,455 33 of which 
amount was for publishing notice to the St. Domingo exiles. 

They also find that of the sum herein before stated to have been paid for printing out of the contin- 
gent appropriations for the State Department, $1,205 was for the same object; making (according to 
those statements) the sum of $3,660 72 paid for the publication of that notice out of the different appro- 
priations before specified. The committee are unable to perceive why, for the same services, disbursements 
have been made out of both those funds. Surely the appropriations for the contingent expenses of the 
Department, and that of foreign intercourse, are dissimilar in their character, and could not have been 
intended by Congress to be thus blended. The committee will not particularize the persons employed to 
publish that notice, or the amounts paid, as the respective accounts are annexed to this report, to which 
reference can be had for that purpose. They will here repeat what they have said on the subject of 
printing in the first statement: that the compensation for that service is exclusively at the discretion of 
the head of the Department, and the House will be better enabled to judge of the expediency of regulating 
by law that compensation than the committee. From the statement B it will be seen that $16,304 92 of 
the appropriations for the contingent expenses of foreign intercourse has been expended upon the certificate 
of the Secretary of State; the greater part whereof has been paid to the bearers of despatches. The 
committee have no means of ascertaining the necessity for employing special agents to the extent practiced; 
that must necessarily be referred to the discretion of the head of the Department, and the greatest security 
against the misapplication of that fund will be found in his integrity. They are unable to say by what 
rule the Secretary of State determines upon the amount of expenses incident upon such agencies, which 
(in the case of John Mason, jr.) more than doubles the amount of daily compensation. In that account 
there is an item of $278 for hire of a coach from Mexico to Vera Cruz; also expenses from Mexico to Vera 
Cruz, including two days’ detention at the latter place, $78; making $356 for carriage hire and expenses. 
In the account of Theodore W. Clay allowance is made for carriage hire from Mexico to Vera " 

575 00 
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Making a difference in charge for the same distance, and travelling in the like manner, of $258 in 
favor of Mr. Mason. 

They find in the same statement the sum of $1,940 paid to John H. Pleasants for bearing despatches 
to Buenos Ayres and Rio Janeiro, and his expenses. That Mr. Pleasants was employed by the Secretary 
of State to perform that service, and did set out on his journey, the committee believe to be true; but 
that he performed the journey particularized on his account, and for which he was paid, they believe to 
be untrue. Whether prevented by indisposition or otherwise from performing the service, the committee 
are of opinion the facts should have been stated, and the records of the country been made to prove the 
services for which the public money was disbursed. As the case now stands, they are furnished with no 
means of determining upon the adequacy of the compensation paid, All they can say, from the evidence 
furnished from the statement B, is, that the said John H. Pleasants was not entitled to compensation for 
bearing despatches to Buenos Ayres and Rio Janeiro, as stated in his account. They recommend to the 
House the propriety of fixing by law the compensation of special agents on such basis as would do justice 
to them and exempt the Government from impositions. In the same statement they discover an item of 
$200 paid, upon the certificate of the Secretary of State, to W. Prentiss for his expenses in delivering a 
box of books to the Governor of Maine. The vouchers furnish no evidence of the description of books 
or of their quantity, so as to enable the committee to judge of the justness of the compensation or of the 
fund out of which it should have been paid. They were informed at the Register’s office of the Treasury 
that they were the acts, journals, or documents of Congress. If so, such claim was not chargeable upon 
the contingent fund for foreign intercourse, but upon the current expenses of the Department, and should 
have been supported by proper vouchers. ; 

The committee will now advert to the appropriations “for defraying the contingent expenses of all 
the missions abroad;” for the disbursement of which no statement has been furnished them, because it 
appeared on examination that no disbursements of that appropriation had been made upon the certificate 
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of the Secretary of State, save the cases of John A. King, Chargé d’Affaires at London, and Beaufort T. 
Watts, Chargé d’Affaires at Bogota, mentioned in the letter of the Register of the Treasury, annexed to 
this report. The attention of the committee has been directed to the former case, because it was brought 
before the last Congress by a member of this committee, and has since been a subject on which much hag 
been said in the House. ‘The whole amount of that claim is $5,258 15, and is stated thus: 
“John A. King, Chargé d’Affaires at London, for his salary from the Ist of July, 1826, the 

day on which his duties commenced, to the 3lst of August following, when they termi- 





nated, sixty-two days, at $4,500 per annum.............ccceeeeeecees Sct es TF 
“For amount of his outfit, equal to one year’s salary............cccccccccccccscoecsceses 4,500 00 
. 5,258 15 


a 
ee 


“WW. CLAY.” 





Endorsed thus: “The President approves the above charges, December 22, 1826. 


John A. King had been appointed secretary of legation to Rufus King, minister to the Court of St. 
James, in 1826, by the President, with the advice of the Senate, proceeded with the minister to that Court, 
and after the President had been notified by Mr. King of his intention to return, and after his successor 
had been appointed, and was on his way to relieve him, the minister retired from the Court, leaving the 
said John A. King in charge of the legation for the period of sixty-two days, for which the beforemen- 
tioned compensation was allowed. The payment of this claim (in the opinion of the committee) was not 
authorized by law, nor was it of that description of claims which were designed to be paid out of the 
contingent fund. They have necessarily adverted to the act of Congress fixing the compensation of public 
ministers, in the acts of 1810, chap. 61, sections 1 and 2, and which is in the following words: “That the 
President of the United States shall not allow to any minister plenipotentiary a greater sum than at the 
rate of nine thousand dollars per annum, as a compensation for all his personal services and expenses; 
nor to any Chargé d’Affaires a greater sum than at the rate of four thousand five hundred dollars per 
annum, as a compensation for all his personal services and expenses; nor to the secretary of any legation 
or embassy to any foreign country, or secretary to any minister plenipotentiary, a greater sum than at 
the rate of two thousand dollars per annum, as a compensation for all his personal services and expenses; 
with this proviso, that it shall be lawful for the President of the United States to allow to a minister 
plenipotentiary, or Chargé d’Affaires, on going from the United States to any foreign country, an outfit, 
which shall in no case exceed one full year’s salary of such minister or Chargé d’Affaires.” The second 
section enacts, “that to entitle any Chargé d’Affaires, or secretary of any legation or embassy to any 
foreign country, or secretary of any minister plenipotentiary, to the compensation therein before provided, 
they shall respectively be appointed by the President of the United States, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate; but, in the recess of the Senate, the President is hereby authorized to make such 
appointment, which shall be submitted to the Senate at the next session thereafter for their advice and 
consent; and no compensation shall be allowed to any Chargé d’Affaires, or any of the secretaries 
hereinbefore described, who shall not have been appointed as aforesaid.” 

The committee are of opinion that, under the provisions of the before recited law, the appointment 
of a Chargé d’Affaires can only be made by the President of the United States, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, (if in session;) if not, then to be nominated to the Senate at the next session 
thereafter for their advice and consent. The compensation, when thus appointed, cannot exceed four 
thousand five hundred dollars per annum “ for all his personal services and expenses,” with this exception, 
“that, on going from the United States to a foreign country,” the President of the United States, at his 
discretion, (which discretion can only be exercised when the appropriation is made,) may allow an outfit, 
which shall in no case exceed the amount of one year’s salary. In the case now under consideration, 
Mr. King was not appointed by the President of the United States with or without the consent of the 
Senate, nor had he “gone from the United States to a foreign country” as Chargé d’Affaires, but was, at 
the time of the appointment being conferred on him by the minister, the acting secretary of legation, 
and in the pay of his Government as such. The committee will not controvert (upon the death or absence 
of the minister) the necessity of the secretary of legation taking charge of the archives and transacting 
the ordinary business of the legation; nor would they be tenacious of the title conferred by such contin- 
gent agency; but they do deny the right to compensate for such appointment when forbidden by the plain 
and direct provisions of the act of Congress before recited, more especially when no appropriation had 
been made therefor, and when Congress was in session at the time the allowance was made to Mr. King 
out of the contingent fund; which fund (in the opinion of the committee) was not subject to the payment 
of salaries and outfits of ministers and chargés, their compensations being specific subjects of appropria- 
tion. If the committee be correct in their construction of the law, a long series of departure from its 
provisions cannot justify the act of usurpation, but, on the contrary, calls more loudly for a strict com- 
pliance with them. The committee discard precedents made in violation of law, because usurpation 
to-day may (and frequently does) become precedent to-morrow. They can recommend no rule which 
promises more safety than frequently to inquire into delegated power; compare the act done with the 
authority for doing it; and in that way circumscribe the agents of the Government (without respect to 
grade) to the limits of their authority. 

The committee, from inspection of the records and accounts of the Treasury Department, have ascer- 
tained that much if not the greater part of the annual appropriation for the contingent expenses of all 
the missions abroad has been disbursed for the contingent expenses of ministers and chargés abroad; 
some of which have been settled, and others remain unsettled. They have called for and obtained an 
abstract of the accounts settled for the year 1825, as for that year a greater portion of the accounts have 
been settled at the Department than for subsequent years, which statement they annex to this report, 
and marked G. The committee will again advert to the before recited act of Congress, in order to show 
that whatever may have been the causes which superinduced the practice of defraying the expenses of 
ministers abroad out of this fund, that such practice is without legal sanction, and can only be supported by 
construction. That part of the act aforesaid which provides for compensation is, “that the President of 
the United States shall not allow to any minister plenipotentiary a greater sum than at the rate of nine 
thousand dollars per annum, as a compensation for all his personal services and expenses.” The com- 
mittee believe that it was the intention of Congress to fix, in the act of 1810, the salaries of ministers 
and Chargés d’Affaires, so that nothing should thereafter be left to discretion; else why use the strong 
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language, “for all his personal services and expenses?” If it was intended only to regulate the compen- 
gation for personal expenses, as contradistinguished from official, why not provide for such expenses as 
were not included in the salary? They are of opinion that eighteen thousand dollars per annum to a 
minister and nine thousand dollars to a Chargé d’Affaires are amply sufficient to cover all the expenses 
contingent upon such missions. If in this they are mistaken, still it must be conceded that direct legis- 
lation upon the increase of salary is preferable to the present practice, which leaves to the discretion of 
the Department the extent to which allowances shall be made, and which necessarily must depend upon 
the naked memorandum furnished by the secretary of legation. Believing that the appropriation for 
defraying the contingent expenses of all the missions abroad has been expended at the discretion of the 
Department and without the authority of law other than the appropriation acts, the committee recommend 
in future withholding that appropriation; but if, in the opinion of the House, the salaries allowed by the 
act aforesaid are insufficient to cover all expenses, then, and in that case, to make such specific additions 
as shall be deemed amply suflicient. 





Department or Strate, Washington, March 4, 1828. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, on the 6th ultimo, of your letter bearing date on 
the 4th, as chairman of the Committee on so much of the Public Accounts and Expenditures as relates to 
the State Department; and also, on the 7th of the same month, your letter of the 5th. By the former the 
committee request to be furnished, first, ‘with a statement of the incidental and contingent disbursements 
of this office, showing therein the respective sums paid, to whom, and for what services, with the vouchers 
for such payments;” and, secondly, “a statement showing the disbursements made out of either of the 
appropriations for the contingent expenses of all missions abroad,” and “for the contingent expenses of 
foreign intercourse,” so far as either of these appropriations have been expended under the authority of the 
Secretary of State, and upon his voucher, for the use of that Department; leaving it to my discretion 
whether I would recur or not to a period beyond the commencement of my service in the Department of 
State. In your second letter you state that the Committee on the Expenditures of the State Department 
having examined the accounts of the Department and reported up to the year 1824, inclusive, it will not be 
necessary that the statements previously required by you should embrace any period prior to the com- 
mencement of the year 1825. 

In compliance with the request of the committee, I transmit herewith a statement of the contingent 
expenses of the Department of State from January 1, 1825, to December 31, 1827, marked A. The account 
has been settled by the proper officers of the Treasury for the whole period. The vouchers supporting 
the various charges in the account, after having been examined and scrutinized by the proper Auditor, 
have been passed to the Register of the Treasury, in whose office they now remain on file. A copy of 
every one of them would occupy much space, and require considerable time to prepare it. Mr. Brent, the 
first clerk in the Department having understood from you that it would not be wanted, it is not, therefore, 
now sent. If he misunderstood the wishes of the committee in that respect, I will, upon receiving informa- 
tion to that effect, direct a transcript of the vouchers to be made. 

I have also the honor to communicate to the committee a letter from the Fifth Auditor, transmitting 
the second statement (which is designated by the letter B) requested by the committee, accompanied by 
an explanatory letter from the Register of the Treasury. This statement shows all the disbursements 
made out of the appropriation for the contingent expenses of foreign intercourse from March 4, 1825, to 
the end of the last year, distinguishing between those items which have been allowed on my authority 
and upon my certificate of approval from those which have been otherwise vouched. In examining the 
accounts containing the contingent expenses of all the missions abroad during the period particularized 
by the committee, no item was found to have been allowed on my special approval; and, consequently, 
there is no statement to be furnished of disbursements from that appropriation, according to the request of 
the committee. 

So far as disbursements take place at home of appropriations at the disposal of the Department of 
State, they are made by an agent of the Department for that purpose designated. This practice has 
prevailed for a long time. It can be traced back at least as far as the ministry of Mr. Madison. The 
person selected for the agency has been most generally for many years past exclusively one of the clerks 
in the Department. He draws from time to time, upon the requisitions of the head of the Department, the 
necessary sums under particular appropriations for covering the ordinary disbursements. These sums 
are placed to his credit in the office of the Bank of the United States within this District, where he keeps 
his account, and upon which he draws from time to time for the current expenditures. No part of the 
money appropriated to the public service under the direction of the Department of State has ever been 
placed to my private credit. The accounts of the agent are settled quarterly, and are examined by the 
head of the Department, who usually writes his approval at the foot of them. This approval is understood 
by the Auditor as sanctioning the object of expenditure, but not as dispensing with the exhibition of 
vouchers in any instance, except where, from the nature of the expenditure, it is impracticable to produce 
them; in which cases the propriety of the charge is judged of and decided by the head of the Department. 
Due attention is of course paid to the amount drawn from the Treasury by the agent, so as to prevent an 
unreasonably large sum at any period accumulating in his hands. The clerk who, when I entered the 
Department, was charged with its pecuniary agency continues to execute it. 

The above mode of transacting the pecuniary affairs of the office was fully explained by my predecessor 
in a letter which he addressed to a former committee of the House of Representatives, under date of April 
18, 1822, to a copy of which herewith transmitted the committee are respectfully referred, marked C. 

Upon an examination of the statement exhibiting the disbursements out of the appropriation for the 
contingent expenses of foreign intercourse which have been made in the last three years, under my 
authority, and upon my certificate or voucher, it will be observed that the principal item is for the employ- 
ment, during those years, of bearers of despatches. Their compensation and allowances have not varied, 
as far as any traces of them can be perccived in the Treasury, since the establishment of the Government. 
Their compensation was fixed at a per diem of six dollars, with an allowance of their travelling expenses, 
including the price of their passage by sea when they do not proceed in a public vessel. Whenever a 
messenger is despatched upon this service he is furnished with a letter of instructions, in which his duty 
and destination are mentioned, and in which also it is stated that the above compensation and allowances 
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will be made him. Upon the return of the messenger, it is of course known in the Department how long 
he has been absent on the public service; and it is not difficult to judge of the reasonableness of his charges 
for travelling expenses and passage money. This latter sum is, indeed, usually fixed from the ordinary 
charges in similar cases, information of which is obtained through the customary channels, and the amount 
is specified in the instructions. The statement, therefore, that the compensation and charges allowed to 
bearers of despatches are unvouched is not substantially, if it be technically, correct. Their accounts are 
first carefully examined in the Department of State, where they are checked by the means in the possession 
of that Department, and then approved and certified by the head of the Department, and passed over to 
the Fifth Auditor. ; . ; ; 

The employment of bearers of despatches is limited to important occasions, in which the Department 
cannot avail itself of the agency of regular packets, periodically sailing, or where, from the high interest 
and confidential nature of the despatches, it is deemed best to expose them to as little casualty as 
possible. They are generally employed in the transmission of treaties prior to their promulgation, in 
consequence of the magnitude of the interests which they involve and the respect which is due to existing 
usage in national intercourse. ‘To most of the persons who have been employed in that character during 
the last three years were confided either treaties or the credentials and the general instructions to some 
of our ministers abroad. Thus, in 1825, John H. Pleasants was engaged to carry their credentials and 
general instructions to our Chargé d’Affaires at Rio de Janeiro and Buenos Ayres, where they were then 
respectively residing; and, in 1827, John Mason, jr., was paid, as a bearer of despatches, for bringing 
home a treaty which had been negotiated at Mexico, and Theodore W. Clay was engaged, in March last, 
to carry back to Mexico the same treaty after it had been submitted to the Senate; and also to carry 
other highly confidential despatches to Mr. Poinsett, and despatches to Mr. Sergeant, who had left the 
United States the preceding November. 

The greater part of our despatches to and from Europe generally pass through the hands of our 
consul, Mr. Maury, at Liverpool, and hence the heavy charge for postage which forms the first item in the 
statement now transmitted. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
H. CLAY. 

Hon, Joun Buiatr, Chairman, &c. 





Mr. Pleasonton to Mr. Clay. 


Treasury Department, Fifth Auditor's Office, February 27, 1828. 


Sm: I have had the honor to receive you letter of the 16th instant, requesting a statement, for the 
use of the committee, on so much of the public accounts as relates to the State Department, showing the 
disbursements made out of either of the appropriations ‘for the contingent expenses of all missions 
abroad,” and “for the contingent expenses of foreign intercourse,” so far as either of those appropriations 
have been expended under the authority of the Secretary of State, and upon his voucher, for the use of that 
Department; and, as the accounts relative to those appropriations, after being audited by this office and 
passed by the Comptroller, are transmitted to, filed, and retained in the office of the Register of the 
Treasury, I referred your letter to that officer without delay, with a request that he would comply with 
its requisitions. He has, accordingly, prepared and transmitted a statement, in which is distinguished 
the accounts which have been settled on your authority and certificate and those settled upon the 
customary vouchers. There are some items of expense in the statement which were authorized and 
incurred by and during the late administration, but for which the accounts were not rendered, settled, 
and paid until after the commencement of the present. Such are the accounts of Mr. Thomas Randall, 
agent at Havana, and of Ether Shepley, for collecting testimony in relation to outrages upon certain 
American fishing vessels near Halifax. As the payments were made during the period specified in the 
call of the committee, though the service was previously performed, it was thought proper to comprehend 
them in the statement. 

It may be proper to remark that the per diem allowances to bearers of despatches, and their expenses 
whilst absent, contained in the statement, are in conformity with those uniformly made in similar cases 
under the administrations of Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Madison, and Mr. Monroe. 

In regard to this description of accounts, it being impossible for this office accurately to ascertain 
the period for which payment ought to be made, in all cases, and for the party rendering the amount to 
produce vouchers for his travelling expenses, to dispense with which the authority of the Secretary of 
State is considered necessary, recourse has generally been had to the Secretary of State for his sanction 
to such part of the account as he should approve; those accounts are, therefore, generally entered as 
being approved by him. The receipt of the agent claiming the account due is always exacted and filed 
in the proper office upon payment being made. 

In further explanation of the statement, I have the honor to enclose the letter of the Register of the 
Treasury to me upon the subject. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
S. PLEASONTON, Fifth Auditor of the Treasury. 

Hon. Henry Cray, Secretary of State. 





Mr. Nourse to Mr. Pleasonton. 


Treasury Department, Legister’s Office, February 25, 1828. 

Sir: In compliance with the letter of the Secretary of State of the 16th, addressed to you, and which 
was referred to this office on the 18th instant, I have the honor to transmit herewith a statement showing 
the disbursements made out of the appropriation for the contingent expenses of foreign intercourse, so far 
as it has been expended under the authority of the Secretary of State, and upon his voucher, for the use 
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of that Department, from the 4th of March, 1825, to the present time; all which has been extracted from 


the accounts as settled at your office. 


In making up this statement you will perceive that we have set down, as vouched by the Secretary, 
all those accounts upon which his name is endorsed as approving the same, except the accounts of the 
disbursing agent of the Department; and from these we have selected and so set down such items as 
were specially approved. Upon this we must remark that many items in these accounts, though without 
vouchers, have no doubt been allowed upon the common principles of settlement, as not requiring the 
special sanction of the Secretary for their admission; but, from the want of specific data in the accounts 


themselves, we have been unable to make distinctions. 


In examining the accounts containing the contingent expenses of missions abroad for the above 
eriod, we have not been able to discover any item as allowed upon the special approval of the Secretary 


of State. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


SrerHen Pieasonton, Esq., Fifth Auditor of the Treasury. 





A. 


Statement of the disbursements made by William Browne, agent for paying contingent expenses of 
the Department of State, during the years 1825, 1826, and 1827, as appears by the vouchers on file in the 


office of the Register of the Treasury. 
of the office of State Department, are omitted here. ] 





B. 


[The items of this statement, being merely contingent expenses 


Statement showing the disbursements made out of the appropriation for the contingent expenses of foreign 
intercourse from the 4th March, 1825, to the 31st December, 1827; distinguishing between those items 
which have been allowed under the authority and upon the certificate of the Secretary of State from those 


which have been otherwise vouched. 





In whose favor and for what purpose. 


Approved by 
Secretary of 
State, with- 
out vouchers. 


Accounts 
vouched. 





1825. To James Maury, consul at Liverpool, for postages on letters and packages to and from ministers and other public 
agents in Europe, from July 1 to December 3}, 1824, including a premium thereon for exchange between 
Liverpool and the United States...ccssccccsccccccccceccrcccsstece cesses esecsecesees reseee esses eeeees senees 

To William J. Stone, for engraving two copy plates for ciphers and printing $2 impressions of plates, including 

To Lary Anderson, for his services from December 29, 1824, to February 18, 1825, making 51 days, at $6 per day, 
and travelling expenses from Carthagena to Bogota, and from thence to Washington, as bearer of the conven- 
tion between the United States and Colombia. ........secceeseseee ss 

To Thomas Randall, agent for commerce and seamen at Porto Rico and Havana, and for balance of his salary 

from April 10, 1823, to March 18, 1825, at $4,500 per ANNUM. ...... eeeeee cecceeccccenteceeseecees sees sign eees 

To George S. Watkins, special messenger of the United States to the minister at London, for compensation from 

March 12 to July 1, 1825, making 112 days, at $6 per day, including his passage out and returning, travelling 
expenses from Washington to New York, from Liverpool to London, and from London to Liverpool, on his 
return, and from New York back to Washington...... esses 

To John H. Pleasants, bearer of despatches to Buenos Ayres and Rio Janeiro, for his compensation from April 19 

to August 22, 1825, making 126 days, at $6 per day, including his passage going and returning, his travelling 
expenses and boarding from the time of his leaving Richmond, on April 19, to May 28, 1825, in which interval 
he was seeking, from Baltimore to Boston, the means of getting to Buenos Ayres, and his expenses in return- 


Coe CO eee ee OH OeEe Here aeee OEE Esressee eteceeeee 


ing from New York to Richmond... ..... POTTER TMTERTIT MTT ETIIETITTTe Tir rrrre rere rrrre errr ete 
To Peter Force, for publishing excquaturs. ..c.ccessseceescecccaccer cues cecces cess casees cueces sees esse sens csess 
To William Maul, for sealing Mediterranean passports ...cccccesceee cecccccces secces ete seeeeeeeseeseeeees weeees 
To L. Child, sign board for the legation at BuenOs AYreS....secesececescecececcccesceccceces coe cece cece cccececes 
To H. Niles, for 52 copies of the Weekly Register .  .seeereeserseee 005006000500 06ces 008s ccnncese Coceesccese 
To S. Masi, for a great seal, and a box for the same, and three treaty DOX€S....00- see eeeees oe be eeeeee eens cecees 


To Ether Shepley, for expenses in relation to capture of fishermen by British brig Dotterill........seeseeccesseeees 
To Joseph Milligan, for two portfolios for treaties........eeseeeee: 


To W. J. Stone, for printing passports and impressions of ministers’ COats...e.e ee 


seer eeeeecere Oe weer tO Sere eees SHOE SEEees 


To Mary Lengthall, for painting signal flags. .... se. sseeee sees eee ee eeee cee sense 
To Patrick Rogers, for diplomatic trunks ........ 

To J. Milligan, for four portfolios for treaties........ 

To W. Slade, jr., for bearing despatches to New York.....+.00e0+ 

To F. C. Baker, tor bearing despatches to Norfolk to Mr. Miller.....-0. sees 

To Patrick Rogers, for diplomatic trunks....... secceesscccverceceeece 

To Peter Force, for publishing exequatuirs........ 
TOW J. NtONe; fOr ENAAVIN GE NAGW ss ccc ceccvsesiscsines secceveccccccs 000s .000000 000s sess cteccceccens 

To James Maury, consul at Liverpool, for postages in England... ..ssccceescccccccccccesscccsess 

To Peter Force, for publishing exequaturs..sece.cccccsccscccece & 

To H. Niles, for 52 copies of the Weekly Register.......cc0cecseees 
1826. To Gustavus H. Scott, bearer of despatches from the Secretary of State to the minister at Bogota, for his travelling 
expenses from his residence in Virginia to Washington, and thence to Norfolk, via Baltimore, to take passage 

on board the John Adams frigate; for sea stores, stationery, expenses of transmitting the despatches from 
Carthagena to Bogota ; passage from Carthagena to New York, and travelling expenses from New York to 

his residence in Virginia, via Washington, including the sum of $792 for his services in said capacity, at $6 per 


POC ee eee seen POE Hee eeeees 


POO OOOOH HO ERHH EEE Hee HET EHED FEEHEH SOFEES EHF EEE HEHEHE HEEEEE 


PO OOO CHEE PE HE HOES EE EHEEEE HESS HEEH EE SEES SHEE EH EEES HERE: 


POP e Oe POOR Hee seer BHEt ewes SHEET BH eeee® 


PORTH Oe eH oes ee seeHEHEsesEe sees eseees 


SOOO HH Oe PERO ERE EE SESE EETEEE CEES EES EEEHEEEHES FEEEES HEEEEe 


eeree 


seeees SOOO PHOT Coe e ee Hees tees EEee eee E EEE EEE 


"Lewes coeseseseses 


$272 17 


298 80 


1,190 00 


1,347 68 


1,940 00 


eeeees coer cers 


250 00 





day, from March 11 to July 20, 1826 ..sscecssccccecececcecceseee eescees seieeccueve sees ene 


$4,540 39 


42 00 
6 00 
30 75 
152 75 
406 00 
200 00 
37 00 
5 00 
91 00 
400 00 
100 00 
40 00 
26 00 
11 50 
16 00 
266 58 
6 00 
153 25 





968 32 


496 77 
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In whose favor and for what purpose. 


Approved by 
Secretary of 
State, with- 


out vouchers. 


Accounts 
vouched, 





1826 


1827. 


. To John Marshall, bearer of despatches from the Chargé d’Affaires at Guatemala to the Secretary of State, for his 


compensation from August 5 to October 31, 1826, making 88 days, at &6 per day, including his expenses from 
April 19, when he was detailed from the frigate John Adams for the purpose of attending Mr. Williams, to 
August 31, 1826 ........- 
To Clifton Wharton, bearer of despatches to Colombia, for his compensation from May 22 to October 26, 1826, 
making 159 days, at $6 per day, including his travelling and necessary expenses from Washington to New 
York; expenses while there; necessary expenses at the Caicos islands, after his shipwreck, passage, &c., 
from Turk’s island to Carthagena; medical aid at Carthagena; passage from thence to New York, and travel- 
ling expenses from New York to Washington, including also sundry articles of clothing purchased at Turk’s 
island after being shipwrecked, he having landed there in a state of destitution......... 
To John A. Dix, bearer of despatches to Copenhagen, for compensation from May 17 to October 14, 1826, at $6 
per day, including his travelling expenses from Washington to New York; passage from thence to Liverpool ; 
travelling expenses, &c., from Liverpool to Copenhagen, and from thence to Paris and Havre, including pass- 
ports, postages, carriage hire, passage from Havre to New York, and travelling expenses from New York back 
TO Washington oo. ceccce cccccscccccscvcces cocccs cccssecces cece 
To Robert Anderson, bearer of despatches from Carthagena to Washington, for his travelling expenses and passage 
from Carthagena to New York, and from thence to Washington, including his compensation from July 24 to 
September 21, 1826, making 52 days, at $6 per day...cece..seceecees 
To Edward Wyer, bearer of despatches to and from St. Petersburg, for his compensation from April 29 to November 
15, 1826, making 201 days, at $6 per day, including travelling expenses from Washington to New York, passage 
from thence to Cronstadt, from thence to Boston, and expenses to Washington .ececescesccscccecccesecscocces 


Pee eee reer eeeressseseses® eee ewes eeeees See eE SEES HEHE Sees sees eeseEs 


eeeeereeerecee Soe e ee eese sess eres eeeses Ceeees 


Seeee CeCe Oeesseeees esse sess Fees ses eeeees 


To Peter Force, for publishing exequaturs......+- 
To Gales & Seaton, for publishing exequaturs and Signals . se.cscesececcccsssscece sees seesccescscesecees 
To John Myers, for two diplomatic trunks... .....ccccecesccccccccsccccecccccce soccescccees secs 
To Davis & Force, for printing 50 copies Directions for Ministers’ Dress......ceescecesesees 
To A. W. Bell, for two diplomatic trunks 200. .ccccccccccccccccccccces cess cccc cscs ccccesccceccesccesvees secs 
To Hl. Niles, for six volumes Weekly Register.....+.. seseseseserse 
To James Maury, consul at Liverpool, for postages in England ....sceesesseccesees 
To M. M. Cruikshank, for a portfolio for a treaty........ 
To John Myers, for a diplomatic trunk .....eeeeeeses 
To H. Niles, for 52 copies of the Weekly Register ...... ccc sccccscsccce cesses voce 
To A. W. Bell, for two diplomatic trunks. ......ccceessesees 
To S. Masi, for 24 castings of the great seal .......00+.. 
To A. W. Bell, for two diplomatic trunks. ....0+ cscs sees ceeecees 
To M. M. Cruikshank, for a portfolio, full trimmed, &C.....00 cecees concer ceccceccecess 
To John Myers, for two diplomatic trunks... ..cesssccscccecsecccess 
To Peter Force, for publishing exequaturs......-.es08 


SOOO SESE HEH SEE HEETOEHT ES F HEEH HEE SESH SESE HEHE SHOES BESEES 


ee cecees 
cece eeeseccseces 
we eee ees eeee eres eecees 
eee 


Pe OD He eee eee EEE AEEH HEHE HEHE SESH SESEEe 


CO POSER HER SHEE EEHE THEE SETH EEEHEHEE HESS EEE EES He Oe 


SOOO O Roem e ee te ee EHH SE SESE EEE EES SH SHEE HHEE SESE ES 


CPT HEHEHE SEEEEEHEEE SESE E HEHE SHHHS SESE HEE HOOT SEEEEe 


Oe Cee Ree RHEE BEHESEEE SESH EEE eee EEE Sees BEEF 


eee eeeeee sere esse veeeree 
oe Cee weseee sess sees 


To George E. Ironside, for carrying despatches to Mr, Gallatin, New York. sesceesececceecececsceccescessccossees 
To John Myers, for & diplomatic trunk . ..00.. cecceccccce: coccce c0ccce 000000 0008es ccc cece cccces cece Coceee cecees 
To Peter Force, for publishing exequaturs.... 


COOTER HEHE EEES SHEETS ESE EEEE EEE EEESHTEE HESS EERE SESE EEE CHL OES 


eeesees 





To Peter Force, for publishing Commercial Regulations of the Republic of Colombia... ssesessccceccevceecccecces 
To Gales & Seaton, for publishing Cxcquaturs ... cscccccccccecccsccccesesecees 
To Peter Force, for publishing exequaturs........ 


© Cece ee cece covers cesese cece sesess| 


CO OHOe PEO SETH EE EEE E EEEEEE SHEE EHEOSETS CHEEEHTEEEEES SHH e eee! 


To W. J. Stone, for a legation seal and passports 


see eeer cees 
| 


To W. Brown, for a diplomatic trunk ....00 cecececcceccccccccce cocccccseece ccc ccecese secctccscccescecos coerce! 
To J. Maury, consul at Liverpool, for postages in England. ...... esses 
To H. Niles, for 52 copies of the Weekly Register, volume 30......... 


To Thomas L. Thruston, carrying despatches to Mr. Laurence, New York. ...ecsceecccescececccccececvceceeecees 


weer eeeeres See ee trees tees seses es cesseeeees 


To Peter Force, for publishing Exequaturs...essccceescesccscces cece cece 
To Peter Force, for printing 30 copies of the treaty with the Federation of the Centre of America. ...seeeeee seees| 
To W. Brown, for two diplomatic trunks. 


SOO OOH HEE E TEETH EEOEEE cos eeee sess 


To John Myers, for two diplomatic trunks......ceeee ceescccececceccece seesecseseues 
To W. Brown, for two diplomatic trunks. ......eeeeseeeeeceecce 
DO0.00ecccecccce 


To M. M. Cruikshank, for a portfolio, with cheneille, bullion, &C......eee0e+ 


Pe ee were eee Fee ver: . 


SOTO Pee ee eee HEHE E EEEEEESESEEE SERS BEBE EE SEEES 





BebeeMtl scene oe ebeh bWnes 0000000050 000008805000 bowbnnlbpeesSebSbed seeder auseseee ween ennst 


SOPH eee sees seeesese sees sees teere 





To J. P. Latruite, for two gold sword-Knots for tassels for PortfOliO. ....cesees csccerccccscasecesee esese seceees 


To J. Gales & Son, for publishing ordinances, &c., relative to St. Domingo exiles. .... cee. secccescceccecceces eel 
To D. & J. M. Faust, for publishing ordinances, &c., relative to St. Domingo exiles ...... 000 sececeseceeccccecees 


To E. Charless, for publishing ordinances, &c., relative to St. Domingo exiles....... sescsseeceees eee ccceccce wed 
To G. W. Robertson, for publishing ordinances, &c., relative to St. Domingo exiles ..seessecccceccceceecees teen 
To Amos Kendall & Co., for publishing ordinances, &c., relative to St. Domingo exiles. ..... ....ceeseseees hin 


To Morgan, Lodge & Fisher, for publishing ordinances, &c., relative to St. Domingo exiles....ssccescecceesess cess 
| 


To Ether Shepley, for services in the case of the British schooner Hero....ceccce sececscccecececs ees cocvce cocces 
To John Mason, jr., bearer of despatches from Mexico to the Secretary of State, for hire of a coach from | 
SRDRSED 60 WEIR SME. cisnnccewasdscobosnnnes shes csnenesnon acces eee cccccccccccccsececccccscscsces Gals 00 | 
Daily expenses from Mexico to Vera Cruz, including two days? detention at the latter place. .... eeeeee 78 00 | 
Paine Crome VEER AOERE 20 TORN s oso ive inn as 0000.000000 0040 005s 006s00s0csc0eesesesessenssecsecees. 1500°0D | 
Daily expenses from Norfolk to Washington... «000000000: 0000 000000000000 coos cceecccecees sees cece 54 00 | 
Per diem allowance from December 25, 1826, to February 4, 1827, is 42 days, at $6 per day .....se000. 252 00 


Paid a courier at Jalapa to go to Vera Cruz to stop the Ship.... cseseccescccccecce soeccce secnvecesececces mate 
To John H. March, consul at Madeira, for maintenance in prison, clothing, and boat hire to carry three American 
seamen to Lisbon for trial, charged with murder on board an American vessel, including a commission of 39 03 

To M. M. Cruikshank, for a blue velvet portfolio, embroidered, &c., for a treaty... .sesseesess 
To William Wirt, for his services in the Circuit Court of the United States for Maryland district, in the case of the | 


eeeerene 





United States against Gooding... 2.2... .cccescccceccces cccccccccses cvcccscceecs cece cece cscece cess ceeee 


To Peter Force, for publishing exequaturs .... 202. .00c cece cccccs secs cees cece cece cece cose cece oes cece cece cove cee! 


es seeerestene 


$1,528 00 


1,191 50 


1,608 20 


504 00 


1,902 00 


seco recesses cere 
eeeeecceseescves 
ee cree cose ceseee 
eeeeeesrece aes 
seer eeetscee ** 
eeeeceeseserece 
eeeeeeteessecese 


Seco vess sees sees 


feeeeeereeeesees 


| Se eeee sere rscens 


eoseeeseres see 


weer ereesteces 


seeeeeeeseses o¢ 


| weeeeseecces tee 
sere ecceesese*es 


see 


eeeees coee esee 


eeeeereses seocees 


eee eee reese sers 


eeeeercces eeeeee 


250 00 


812 00 


Sere ress toceeses 


| 
| 

© ee eees weeeeesses 
| 


| 





$830 


17 15 


16 00 
27 00 
18 00 
2 50 
18 00 
18 75 
137 82 
55 00 
5 00 
153 50 
18 00 
50 00 
22 00 
65 00 
16 00 
12 00 
85 00 
6 00 
8 00 
47 00 
16 00 
2 00 
71 00 
11 00 
75 56 
135 50 
85 00 
4 00 
30 00 
30 00 
29 00 
26 CO 
26 00 
75 00 
8 00 
350 00 
350 00 
350 00 
350 00 
206 72 
350 00 


57 00 


189 63 
45 00 


500 00 
32 00 
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B—Continued. 





| Approved by Accounts 
| Secretary of vouched. 
| State, with- 
| out vouchers. 


In whose favor and for what purpose. 





1827. To J. S. Simpson, for publishing notice St. Domingo claimants ........20scee cecccececs ceeecccecececececeee ceseee ae weer $350 00 


To Peter Force, for publishing exequaturs...... ..seeseees GiNeinie ON eS wiesec ne 000 c0cees ccce vcccce cece ccc cece cocceele cece cece cccces 18 00 
To Gales & Seaton, for publishing exequaturs, &c..... Welw Soieuins see Neleialnigeooeee sameeeccleeun Ness WESeE bed ciansaaeledaoaeenewenhkas 70 00 
To F. Massi & Co., for gold trimmings for treaties. ...... ©4605) 50'0006, 865890 cee 56 68400 cee n40 bus o66cecee ses middzealle aecutee ek aus 42 50 


To James Haig, for publishing notice to St. Domingo claimants......0. cccccssceeccsccecee tee cece ceee cece ence cess leone cscs cen eens 148 61 
To M. M. Cruikshank, for blue velvet portfolio for treaty, embroidered with chenille, &C...... ee. cece cess cece secs |ceucee cece sceees 75 00 
To Peter Force, for publishing proclamation suspending intercourse, &C...ccccccceccee ccceccccecee cescecces bashes wccees 43 00 
To Peter Force, for 30 copies of the Convention of London, &c., and for 30 copies act for adjustment of claims...|......eeeseeeee- 17 So 
To H. Niles, for 152 copies of the Weekly Register, volume 31 ..c.ccceecceccccececcccetsevecccs seoceviecssieednedes}iciecaeageacenaaed 153 25 
Do Fs Massi'& Co;, for two boxes {Or treaty SOal 8s sccsascescticssiec cceectcnssceds sceeeccccees cece cscdcvcccncsesselscccalliticcceses 200 00 
NO eter Ores for pup Hine TO KOQUANlG os eis ¥icivsis sis.ejcls:s'e'sje(s0.ssid cena scene sisiee Beaweciedae vesceneededs cdcceevceolevesseodooscenes 12 00 
To M. M. Cruikshank, for a portfolio for a treaty... cecececsccccccecccccccescccceececceecesseevcesescecs sees cece: ee ore 75 00 
To W. Brown, for a diplomatic trunk....ccecccsscccscccccrces seccccceciesccccccecsceesees seccetccccesccceeesslsces ccccee seees 8 00 
To James Maury, consul at Liverpool, for postages in England ......e000 sececes 0 cece iia et aa cae tii a Maid 184 99 
To Gales & Seaton, for publishing exequaturs, advertising, &C.... seceee.scecees cecccees ceccessecserccssseee: tsleseveseveceueese 64 87 
To W. P. Elliott, bearing despatches to LOndOn.... oo. 000s eves scce-c cocecces ccescces tees cent coccsses cece ccceeelecccccceccccoces 100 00 
To A. & H. Wilson, for advertising .... 0.0. cc0eseccce secs sees secs sees c0cees cece ccte sess ccee eens Cees sees cece ces uawadascocwedae 15 00 
To W. Brown, for & diplomatic trunk .cccc.cccecsccccces coccccce coccce seccee eres ces cece secs ceccccec cee ae aueceeend 13 00 
To R. S. Coxe, assignee, for passage of Wm. B. Hodgson from Port Mahon to Algiers ........ ecceees soseseee seeel oe ele dal Boab. 120 00 
To W. Brown, for two diplomatic trunks ......ee.c cece sees secsvccccrercees caves eeeeeeer cece oceceece tee eeeslseeeceeneececens 23 00 
To Peter Force, for 25 sets National Calendar, 5 vols. each, at $1 per VOLUME... secccssees coceeecevecsseseeeseet| sees ceeeescecees 125 00 
To Gales & Seaton, for sea letters and publishing exequaturs........eceseee ee A ET MC TN Te 21 00 
To John Myers, for a diplomatic trunk. ....sseecesssecceeeecccscnee cess ceceeeccecee sees seseeseeeesessseeees cots | scenes seeeueeess 5 00 
HO Ge Waste a insOMy Or AU VEItEAIN Row cicis as b.cib;sio'vs'vsine 60000 viet sccwedocesioewalecie ones iecee sbesicceeteseeeve Secelecccasicceedecess 27 00 
To I. G. Broughton, for advertising EEE STEELE RGA On RN ee sapeucadeeiae 10 00 
To Ch. Goodrich, bearing despatches to Mr. Wheaton, New York ......... eee cece eects tote eee meee eee e eet OEE liane cece un tees 60 00 
Tol. W. Townsend, for advertising .......ccesescsesseeesces ren Sear T ONES ONE nN Pee SEEN Oe ee 24 00 


teeees cece cocees 28 00 


To Gales & Seaton, for one ream sea letters ..cceeccccecccccrcccccccccscces coves cece csccse cect scescese -ceccsee| 
|eccecces -cocvece 15 00 


To Gales & Seaton, for CxEquatuUrse ....ceccescccceeceesccceee e0ee beseee rece eee seen sees ee sees OE een ees tenees 

To Peter Force, for exequaturs....c.ceccccccescccccs ccvccscces cece cocccee tees eee ee enee seeeee eee 0808 eee C08 less cece cece eoee 17 00 

To W. J. Stone, for printing consuls’ COMMISSIONS, KRC.....-seees eevee ceceeeseeces eeneee sees sees sess ees: S0088s eens a eeceeseces 20 33 
| 


To B. Russell, for advertising....00.scccccccre cece coccceccccce coccccccecce sees ccccsccccces coens sich patie ower es diel 113 50 
| 
| 


To Thomas Snowden, tor advertising... .cesse cecceccee soccer cece sees eeeeee sees sees cesses ne ee seen enee te Oe ete nuns eeee cuceccue 9 50 
To Cammoc & Ragland, for LOL CELA NLL A, CDE 11 25 

DO scuaiscasesiesseeess dO oesn. beneee cescencesseceseseneeeecces cesses cscs cseesesoseneee secs: sence ones). sesee coccscees 4 50 

DO. 0.60 01010. 0'0:51606:6 05600 '<.ccies 60<0.0000000s c0nceccetece seccse cent cscs bescnseccese coscscccscteesccesestelsccee eccceseece 32 50 
To Joseph Forrest, for making extracts from the journal of the commission under the Florida EDLY 224.22 seeeee looses ene Sore 9 00 
To D. & J. M. Faust, for advertising in relation to the treaty Of Ghent. ....-ssecesecccccececcncccescececseeseeens seve cese cons cess 15 00 
‘To S. L. Dashiell, for copying 44,464 words, at 10 cents per hundred, and five maps in relation to the treaty Of Ghent.|.....seeeeseeees 54 46 
To A. L. McIntire, for copying 51,246 words, at 10 cents per NUNArEd .... seen cece cecceeceeececsesesceanse cree sees leeee cues sees esses 51 25 
To Edward Deeble, for copying 53,118 words, at 10 cents per HUNdred...eee sees vecsee sees cevece sees: nana ina ema uihieienees 53 12 


MOVAMHE PE MIPULCONSLOPMUVCKTISINE Res csv ceeceessicssslscecbclesboveicessciiesesciicnesicie/s<o-\seeesieieeibiie) csadesieesicne | ccasccecueceseee 33 75 





To I. Hughes, for advertising ....00 ccccsescssecveccees sees eees eeeee seen cee eeeeee eeee rene tens eeees 
To Nathan Low, for advertising ....cc.cccscscsccccss cscs sever ccecesccccssceseeesses eee se ccce cscs csccesceeee |seccecceecercees 7 50 


To Joseph Forrest, for copying 87,715 words, at 10 cents per hUNAred.....ceeeeeesseccoeesceceescscseeccccteeees tees eeeees ceeees 87 72 
petenedasieenaae 22 50 


eeee ecceveees 6 00 


To Pleasants & Smith, for advertising. ..ccccecececesees cone cece coevee cesses ence tese sees seer sees ones seseseens 
To A. L. McIntire, for three days tracing maps in relation to the DOUNdATY. ....eceeeee coves ccervecscccecces eeee 
To Theodore W. Clay, bearer of despatches to Mexico, for his passage to New York, including one day’s detention | 

| 


in Philadelphia ......csccccenevcccecceesccescesesesesecs Corer soccccccctsoveseccccccoccccccccose 61S 50 


His passage to Vera Cruz..sccccececcccesceccceceenseeaceee essen sees cesses sees eens oe 


Carriage hire and expenses tO MEXICO ...-eeeeeeecese veer cccccececscestetcnes sees seeees sees ereeaes 
eves = 75: 00 


sescesceseees 150 00 


Carriage hire to Vera Cruz ..ccccsecscececens cece ces ceeeee resees cous cee: seen eee eesees ones enns 
Expenses to Vera Cruz... cecesscccccecccccveecsse ces cess esas sees cesses ces wesens eeeeee tees onnes 
His return passage to New York, .... cece cccccs secs cccccccccececccecscecccscceccesssccessssessssess 150 00 
Expenses from thence to Washington ....csecsececsencccescescceccecc cess esee cess sees sees rere senees 
His compensation from March 17, the day of his departure from Washington, to July 2, 1827, inclusive, 


the day of his return thither, making 107 days, at $6 per dAY..+.csccereeseeeeces severe ceceseescees 





—|_______. 1,205 50 


| 
To James Davidson, for copying 52,416 words, at 10 cents per hundred ...eee..ceceeeccccescee: eeeecees ceeeeeters | seceus sess cence 52 42 
24 00 


To A. Ford, for 12 days tracing Maps. ....scecesececces cosececes- PPTTTTETITTI RITE RTT Sl aanieecnteane 
ToS. L. Dashiell, for 13 days tracing Maps ...++ cceeeecceceecces cesses receeescees secenenen ° SERRA Rabe 96 00 
TO A. Rentzel, for 16 days tracing MapS..eesecscececceecees sees sesee: ceeee: eee tena ee sees meee see ee Hes Be Hees eeas eens eee cues 32 00 
To William Phillips, bearer uf despatches from Guatemala to the United States, for compensation from April 9to 

June 30, 1827, is 83 days, at $6 per day, including his Expenses ....6+ . cecscecceessercocsevcesssecs cess sseses SVG TD Vecccasteccecccs 
To Gales & Seaton, for publishing exequaturs, KRC...cce cece coccccece cece ccccceeeaccctece tereen cess cosas oe hibincichtbiale Sout 31 87 
To Samuel Hanson, for copying 73,346 words, at 10 cents per hundred, ..ccee cece cases sevescees Keornch OWus geeeee lve cs eheumeeseuee 73 35 
ToS. L. Dashiell, for five days tracing M2ZPS...c.eccecescccese sees eoeceerecesseceness bG6 006 Oncdae etcndeedcaeies|vedesoeeuaveeees 10 00 
To W. G. Cranch, for copying 52,788 wovds, at 10 cents per hundred.....e.eecsceee sees seccce-ceceee eee se teee| tees eeeseeee ones 52 79 
To A. Ford, for 12 days tracing maps, at $2 per day....ececccesecseveescoe vee USM w Kesess Geeeed nccerecaccce| crecicccciaeseewes 24 00 
To A. Rentzel, for 14} days tracing maps, at $2 per day....e..eeee Stabe anise Ks cee Oheweedce COESCHCS | een CeeCR} CHSs | Cceckis iy 5 29 00 
To Ed. Taylor, for copying 107,587 words, at 10 cents EE He aha dapliieen dace 107 59 
To S. McDonald, for copying 53,130 words, at 10 cents per hundred. .... sees cesces cecceccen. eee ceescscccssecees RAE een penne 53 13 
To Helen Davis, for copying 87,609 words, at 10 cents per NUNALCd seeeeeeeeeeeeccees cues eves cusses seeeseeeees sens eaneeeseeees 87 61 
To A. L. McIntire, for tracing maps 32 days, at G2.... cececesccecsces-c seccccccccccccccseee sees soveceeess cesses! cess. secs cecces 64 00 
To A. Rentzel, for tracing maps 7} days, At G2....ee sevceccccccecereccceceees save seseeeseessaeeeresecece ees nadeneeeneeiee 15 00 
To E. Deeble, for copying 120,900 words, at 10 cents per HUNdred ...0.0 sscccesees cocenercecceeeeeeeeeetcces sidaiven pesmeceenaeavaus 120 90 
To A. Rentzel, for tracing maps 4 days, of 9 hours each day, at P3 per day ...scccccvsceee see ceevescececesesees/sseces sees secece 12 00 
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B—Continued. 
In whose favor and for what purpose. Approved by Accounts 
Secretary of vouched 
State, with- 
| out vouchers. 

1827. To A. Ford, for tracing maps 12 ia, as OUTS CRC MOY, RUB: one nsien duinnnleda oe beesws wos c6bs Se webs esac ees beeelo0e6esesecdeeslee $21 00 
To 8. L. Dashiell, for 17 days, at $2, and 6 days, at $3........44 seccecccccceccsscnee cesses sees teeeee sete sees sees se ccee cece ccccee 52 00 
To James Coucheval, for part payment as bearer of despatches from Stockholm to Washington, and returning by 

way of London......- cccccceece bss e nese hens 6606s anseenisnes ou ecne ness saeci's Senses Sos abe) UN blokes sass ee ee cece eens cons 450 00 
To James Coucheval, for his services in the legation at Stockholm, in transcribing, &C....c.ceeecceceececencsecees| tee seeeereceens 100 00 
To Lucy Baker, for copying 94,518 words, at 10 cents per hundred. ...-..ccceceeccececece cess cece: seeeec wees se eeee cece eeeees 94 52 
To M. M. Cruikshank, for copying 81,624 words, at 10 cents per hundred ...... cccececcsecee. socece cee sccccs cone] seen eee. eee cece 81 62 
To Meade Fitzhugh, for copying 102,695 words, at 10 cents per hundred, and 3 maps, at B10 ...... ceeeee seen scenes [eeeevees seeeees 112 70 
To James Haig, for advertising. .....seeveccee sees sees ceeenesececees jabs cone pawn sdb BONe Webs beeNewAbos 4essebaees]eeeee sees esas 33 10 
To A. Rentzel, for copying maps 6 days, at $3 per day.....+eeeee--e ses we bnebebobenebeeaeue ve [rete eeee eee eens 18 00 
ToS. L. Dashiell, for copying maps 9 days, at $3 per day . ceeerecceeeeceeceeceesececeees steeeeeecee scenes eeere.| seees sbasie soe 27 00 

To Thomas Munroe, for sundry articles of arms and equipments of an American soldier transmitted, through | 
Thomas Munroe, jr., to the Archduke Constantine and certain Russian and Polish officers.......... 6 «esses \ eiseweweeneeney 56 54 
To A. Rentzel, for copying maps 5 days, at $3 per day.cceseseccccccesseccevevcssecccecs 5004088 Sew sss seb asi ish cabeatiniea dabei 15 00 
To A. L. McIntire, for copying maps 17 days, at $3 per day ..... cece rseececcce cocceececesvees pNDSSDASSES DANE DAES 1G OWS NabSNwEeS 51 00 
To A. Ramsay, jr., for copying 35,752 words, at 10 cents per hundred .....ccccccces cece cccccscececcesseccceces shen aiennsites 35 75 
To James Ord, for copying 95,040 words, at 10 cents per hundred... ecceececccece sees cccceccecs coccec cece coccce| sees seccee seven: 95 04 
To A. Ford, for tracing maps 22 days, at $2 per day. Sse Dab BE bE Ec s sb ehwe o>. Whee be Seuewekeanes eee eee cece eens | te eeee eeeeee eens 44 00 
To R. Patton, for copying 52,500 words, at 10 cents per hundred ..... .ccccc cece cccee: ceceeees Ren Tern erere re 52 50 
fo W. B: Parc, tor copying 120960 worts, at 10 cents per hundred ....065.c.060occces cove seseescceseeseeese. sedeea| secs sedesees cons 120 96 
To Jonathan Elliott, for 100 copies Treaties and Conventions.............4. esas bs: debekenbusesoausciwbus dence ilsaeteeeaweabaees 1,000 00 
To Gales & Seaton, for advertising exequaturs, BC rrcnserccsccessecccces cecee- cone socseees cree cose secess oven ces. |cosenscocese sees 46 00 
To James Maury, consul at Liverpool, for postages in England .... .ccccecccececoccccccvces cessecesscvceseces Stee lehes sues eeseuaec 164 59 
To James Martin, for copying 91,687 words, at 10 cents Per HUNACY. cerca. cesses ceveeeveeessecsees sees ceseedeces|secees cece ceeees 91 69 
To Dobbin, Murphy & Bose, for advertising ......eceees sesccoceseees siekee anus jnebieeans ye S TT Terr peewee fei Sica seeeee 135 00 
To James Ord, for 3; days examining records in relation to treaty of Ghent, at $2 50 per day ....-eeceeeee Licitedaslaichbis eccccscces 8 33 
To Ballard & Wright, I satiate sxctnsinee cassie nnnnenaisisinn sinkthosnnldpbobisoeen Sabine <nvbs vin nine beadeen obeane wens 116 25 
To A. L. McIntire, for 3; days examining records in relation to treaty of Ghent, at $2 50 per day...ccsccocescocess|ceecsssccceccecs 8 33 
ee) ee LT BOE UOTE co casmnensd shboes pbaeale bos sbs shee a nseeesiosbsascewssase Sede oieeeeanies sews esas Seen TTT CTT eee 6 00 

To Edward Wyer, bearer of despatches to London, for his compensation from December 28, 1826, to March 19, | 
1827, making 82 days, at $6 per day, including passages and EXPENSES. .....ceeececcecece cece cece secessecees| $1,267 00 [ececccccce ove 

To W. Prentiss, for his compensation and expenses in delivering a box of bocks to the Governor of Maine, at | 
RUSEORIRD GGbicwes saspbecenbnns aekacd sneensccnsa +046 shesee euspee whee seeees obeesecceeeses 000 cccccs cece cece 200 00 Joccee cocccces 
To M. M. Cruikshank, for copying 18,376 words, at 10 cents per hundred.....esceccces cecccecces cevccececs Tee rer ere 18 38 
228. 0; King; forcopying part of an 010 snap OF North Amerie 65iisc. ccsess occa sees ses00s 00006060 ss0000edee0s|sad0coeseseses 9 50 
| 16,304 92 19,759 39 

‘ 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, February 28, 1828. 





Statement explaining the differences between the “statement showing the disbursements made out of the appro- 
priations for the contingent expenses of foreign intercourse; distinguishing between those items which have 
been allowed under the authority and upon the certificate of the Secretary of State, from those which have 
been otherwise vouched, from March 4, 1825, to December 31, 1827,” (marked B,) and the actual amount 
of payments made from the Treasury during the years 1825, 1826, and 1827, (as per statement A.) 


Expenditures (as per statement B) from March 4, to December 31, 1825................. $11,828 83 
To which add the following expenditures from January 1 to March 3, 1825, viz: 


Andrew Armstrong, commercial agent at Port au Prince, (salary) .......... $250 00 
Daniel Turner, bearer of despatches from Montevideo to Buenos Ayres ...... 150 00 
William Taylor, agent of the United States at Alvarado..... PRG been dhase 500 00 
Condy Raguet, agent for commerce and seamen at Rio Janeiro............. 2,500 00 
John B. Prevost, agent of the United States in South America........ rere 500 00 
Walcott Chauncey, for passage of Edward Wyer, and Consul Stith and family, 
RN ig coined bdndnencddescddeedscveave cues 1,150 00 
Joseph Milligan, for a port folio for a treaty... 0.0.0.0... cece e cece cece ees 100 00 
President’s certificate, without specification. ..............ccccccceececees 700 00 
President’s certificate, without specification. .............ccce cece eeeee ‘i 1,000 00 


6,850 00 
And expenditures from March 4, to December 13, 1825, viz: 


Andrew Armstrong, commercial agent at Port au Prince, (salary).......... 750 00 
*John B. Prevost, agent of the United States in South America ............ 2,000 00 
*Condy Raguet, agent for commerce and seamen at Rio Janeiro............ 400 00 





Carried forwerd.........600. 10,000 00 = 11,828 83 


* Advances—accounts unsettled. 
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Brought forward.........+seese- $10,000 00 $11,828 83 
tRichard C. Anderson, jr., late minister at Colombia, for writing done for the 
legation of the United States at Bogota, from December 10, 1823, to 

















is ha hai eet kk ike kode ww ede dweedae aoe 60> 2,125 24 
*John J. Appleton, special agent at Naples...............cccc cee cecceees 1,125 00 
jJohn M. Forbes, Chargé d’Affaires at Buenos Ayres, for the funeral expenses 
of Cesar A. Rodney, deceased, late minister at Buenos Ayres.......... 471 12 
————-__ 18,721 36 
To which add the following: 
For this sum paid to George S. Watkins, more than accounted for by him.... 186 07 
And this sum advanced to John H. Pleasants, more than accounted for by him 
8 ree 10 00 
we 196 07 
25,746 26 
From which deduct the following: 
Balance due by the agent of the Department of State, January 1, 1825...... 218 38 
Balance due to the agent of the Department of State, January 1, 1826...... 44 80 
a 173 58 
Total payments made from the Treasury in the year 1825.................000000- 25,572 68 
Exponditares (as per statement B) for 1636 ... 22... ccc cccscccccccsesccccccececes $12,656 04 
To which add the following expenditures for 1826, viz: 
James Bowdoin, formerly minister at Madrid, for balance due to him........ $86 31 
Andrew Armstrong, commercial agent at Port au Prince, (salary) .......... 1,000 00 
President’s certificate, without specification ...........0 cece cee cee ee eccens 1,666 66 
— 2,752 97 
Add also— 
Balance due from the agent on the Ist January, 1827................. 05. 3,268 79 
Balance due to the agent on the Ist January, 1826............... 2. ee eee 44 80 
a 3,223 99 
Total payments made from the Treasury in the year 1826...........-..cecccccccccceees 18,633 00 
Expenditures (as per statement B) for 1827............... ae ee eT ee Te eee Tee TT eT $11,579 44 
To which add the following expenditures for 1827, viz: 
Andrew Armstrong, commercial agent at Port au Prince, (salary) .......... $750 00 
Wee PEM, COME WE TORRONE co occ cc cece scccececcsesbeseoeess 500 00 
ON hk da Weds svcd ave wee corer ease beceecsess 9,800 00 
*Rouert BM. Tartisom, comaul at Trinidad ... ... 002 cccccnsecccccscceoccses 875 00 
Vincent Gray, for amount paid by him at Havana for the relief of sundry 
American citizens confined there in prison in 1815..............-..4-- 1,275 00 
President’s certificate, without specification. ............. cece eee cee ceees 967 38 
President’s certificate, without specification. ...........cccccccccccccecees 979 73 
President’s certificate, without specification. ........... 0... cece eee cee eee 1,052 90 
President’s certificate, without specification......... (‘MMAR EHO R ROE ee 4,458 00 
President’s certificate, without specification. .............. cece cece eee e ees 1,500 00 
———_ 22,158 01 
Add also— 
Balance due from the agent on the Ist January, 1828 ........... 000s eee ees 5,789 97 
Balance due from the agent on the Ist January, 1827 .............200-0--- 3,268 79 
— 2521 18 
Total payments made from the Treasury in the year 1827.........02 eee e eee eee 36,258 63 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury Department, Register’s Office, March 22, 1828. 





C. 


The Secretary of State to S. Wood, Esq., Chairman of the Committee of the House of Representatives on the 
Expenditures of the Department of State. 


Department oF State, Washington, Apri] 18, 1822. 


Sir: The usual public expenditures under the superintendence of the Department of State are as 


follows: 

1. The expenses of the Department, specific and contingent, as particularly set forth in annual 
estimates of appropriations presented to Congress. 

2. Printing the laws in the newspapers and in pamphlets, from session to session. ; 

3. Intercourse with foreign nations—diplomatic; Barbary intercourse; relief of seamen; contingent 
expenses of foreign intercourse. 

To these expenses, which are of a permanent character, are to be added occasional disbursements by 
virtue of particular acts and appropriations; of these occasional expenditures, two of the heaviest 
charges of the last year have been 


© Advances—accounts unsettled. t Allowed by the President. fAllowed by ex-President Monroe. 
127 B 
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4. For taking the Fourth Census, the appropriation for which, by act of April 11, 1820, was $240,000, 

5. For carrying into execution the treaty of February 22, 1819, with Spain; appropriation by act of 
March 3, 1821, $100,000. 

6. For the Boundary Commissioners under the treaty of Ghent. 

7. Colonel Trumbull’s pictures. . 

8. Printing the journals of the Convention and the journals of the Congress of the Confederation, 

The practice of the Department in the direction of these disbursements is as follows: 

The moneys are drawn from the Treasury by letters of requisition from me to the Secretary of the 
Treasury, requesting, from time to time, warrants for specified sums, to be charged upon the several 
objects of appropriation for which the amount of each requisition is wanted. 

These requisitions, in the cases of the diplomatic and Barbary funds, and part of those for seamen, 
and contingent expenses of foreign intercourse, are, that remittances of a specified amount should be made 
to the bankers of the United States at London and Amsterdam, who are debited with the amount, and 
credited, upon the production of their accounts, with the sums paid by them to the ministers of the United 
States in Europe, and other public agents who are authorized to draw upon them. These remittances are 
made by the Treasury Department itself, and no part of the money comes to the disposal of any person in 
the Department of State. 

The requisitions for expenditures within the United States are of two kinds: Ist, for warrants in 
favor of particular individuals having acknowledged claims to payment in every part of the Union, and 
the amount of which is remitted to them, or paid upon their drafts; and 2d, warrants for gross sums, in 
favor of Fontaine Maury, one of the clerks in the Department, charged with the keeping of the accounts 
of the Department and paying the current expenses chargeable upon it. 

These payments, many of them of small sums, the occasions of which occur from day to day, are 
made by checks upon the Bank of the Metropolis, with which a bank account is kept by Mr. Maury, upon 
a moderate deposit of moneys drawn from the Treasury, from time to time, and at all times liable to be 
withdrawn from the bank by a single check. 

The account with the Bank of the Metropolis was kept before I had charge of this Department, and 
before the existence of the present Bank of the United States. I had not thought it necessary to direct 
that the deposit and the account should be transferred to the Branch Bank of the United States, principally 
because the Bank of the Metropolis affords, gratuitously, facilities for remitting moneys to various parts 
of the Union, which the branch bank declines, unless upon the payment of a commission. Some insinua- 
tions, however, having appeared in a recent publication tending to question the District banks, the whole 
of the balance which was in deposit there has been withdrawn and deposited in the branch bank, 

It has been observed that the balance of the deposit in that bank is always small. In the month of 
April, 1821, there was, however, deposited there $100,000 by one draft. It was for the payment of the 
accounts of the marshals for taking the census, which were then coming in almost daily, and this sum 
was, in fact, drawn for from the branch bank, not at once, but as the accounts of the marshals were 
brought in for payment. The whole sum was absorbed in less than two months. 

No part of the deposit has ever been to my individual credit, but all to that of the agent for the 
Department, who regularly settles his accounts at the Treasury at the close of every quarter. Should it 
suit the convenience of the committee to call at the office of the Department, the books will be submitted 
to their inspection, and any explanation given of them which they may think desirable. The vouchers, 
excepting those of the current quarter, are at the Treasury, where they will also be at the inspection of 
the committee if desired. 

The public expenditures under the direction of this Department are of two kinds: Ist, those the 
amount of which is prescribed by law, such as the salaries of officers, the compensation for printing the 
laws in the newspapers; that to the marshals and their assistants for taking the census, &c.; and 2d, those 
which are occasional, contingent, and discretionary. With regard to all those of the second description, 
having made the most rigorous economy the invariable principle of my conduct in relation to them, I am 
unable to suggest to the committee any measures by which that economy could be more effective. 

If the committee will have the goodness to refer te the estimates of appropriation for the present 
year, they will perceive, in pages 28 and 29, that the items of contingent expenses of foreign intercourse, 
Barbary intercourse, and relief of seamen, being all items of permanent appropriation over which this 
Department has any discretionary control, the balances of former appropriations are more than sufficient 
for the estimated service of this year, and that no part of the appropriations of the last year to these 
items has been drawn from the Treasury. 

The application of the appropriations for the contingent expenses of the Department of State is also 
in a considerable degree at the discretion of the head of the Department. It has by me been made chiefly 
in the purchase of useful though somewhat costly collections of books, among which are the new editions 
of the Parliamentary History and Debates of Great Britain, the Statutes at Large, and the Statutes of the 

- Realm, now in the process of publication by the special authority of the British Parliament, the State 
Trials, the Annual Register, the Transactions of the Royal Society, the Memoirs of the French Academy 
of Sciences, and the Repertory of Arts and Manufactures, complete sets of which works have been pro- 
cured. Some expense has also been incurred in procuring collections of the statute laws of the several 
States of the Union, and the reports of decisions of their judicial courts. To these have been added 
duplicates, procured from France and England, of their respective standards of weights and measures, 
including copies of the Platina Metre and Kilogramme of the French Archives. Orders have been 
recently given for the large editions of the works of Humboldt and Bonpland upon South America, and 
Cook’s and Vancouver’s Voyages, and some others, the want of which has been occasionally felt in the 
transaction of the current business of the Department, and may probably be still more sensibly hereafter. 
By comparing the amount of the bills for these articles with the amount of appropriations for contingent 
expenses under the direction of this Department since the year 1817, the committee will be enabled to 
judge how far the discretion of expense has been properly exercised. 

I take this occasion to inform the committee that in the note B, annexed to the estimate of the present 
year, page 60, it is erroneously stated that no part of the appropriation for printing the laws, &c., was in 
the Treasury on the first of January, 1822. The chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means of the 
House has been furnished with a certificate from the Register of the Treasury that there was in the 
Treasury on the first of January, 1822, the sum of $9,600, being part of that appropriation. It still 
remains in the Treasury at this time. 


I have the honor, &c., &c., JOHN Q. ADAMS. 
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D. 


Summary statement of moneys appropriated and expended under the following heads of appropriation during 
the years 1825, 1826, and 1827. 


ontingent expenses of the Department of State. 








Dalawee OF apnrcmmiation December 3), 16348. . .... .. oo. cnc ccc kcccncccccaccscacessscceas $10,600 00 
te oe gl ne ee ae rr ee ere 12,050 00 
asad ake tin Fae ake SKS HKG aes 4 GOs a whPADaSade eens a sesaddacnua 11,095 00 
Repayment in 1826...... DARREN AAe RACAL E SV SAS OR EN ACRE PRON MENARD Oden SESS ERAS 10 00 
cna NAd ee an RSs Ke Re Re RSW NE Re Se KRSM REE AE Oise backends es 11,050 00 

44,805 00 
Expenditure made from the Treasury in 1825.......... 0c cece eee Pate nak wentes Raa $16,800 00 
Expenditure Se nN I OR Ng oo woes ba Wed dv deacaweeesedeacseadabeed 16,045 00 
Expenditure made from the Treasury in 1827......... PRE RSET RENEE acd OeK ee auaee 11,960 00 





44,805 00 


Printing, publishing, and distribution of the laws of the United States. 


Belamee OF Gupeomrenison December Sl, FER... oon cs cccsecceeicdes ccccscccesessceens $5,558 00 
II SE I be ash ks sence seaer seid swesewend Pee Pore ROTee Tere Tre 13,500° 00 
oak chicn es DSSeT ERRORS AR RAEEL- KG ROA IO eK EK OO MRD eee 17,000 00 
OR Gk a6 SK Aw ACNE CEORSA DKW WSRSED. BUS WHAD SAC essen rewnn’ 17,000 00 
53,058 00 

Bapemarere made Tom the Treasury in TORS... ...6 osc i wcsccncsccenccccesccsecesses $11,500 00 
ogee ere Game Troms Ge Treawary 18 TORS. ow nn. oc ccees ceeds cssvacaccce covsssess 16,500 00 
Bapemacare made from Gio Troasary in 1637 . x ooo ssc cccccccwcnvescccccccecossecsaves 17,500 00 
45,500 00 

Balance of appropriation Docomber G1, 1687... 2... cscccccssccccccacsceccevesesss 7,558 00 


53,058 00 


Contingent expenses of foreign intercourse. 





nh MOPTTTTTTT TT ESTELLE ETE CCL TET TOT TL EEE $17,306 39 

Fd ey rt ee er ere Ty eye Te err re ee ee rT ree ee eee 40,000 00 

eer ee eee err re eee ee eee Cee ee Tee Cee TT TT ee TT ee TC 97 73 

Appropriation made in 1826................06 ee TT Tee e eee TTT Te TTT Ce Tere ee 40,000 00 

oa 06 SL Vaca ok SERS WME DA RMS RRMA ONADSEREEACO ESAS dK SO ees e aeRO ENON 5 93 

Appropriation made in 1827....... ee ee ee er ee ee eT Te ee eee eee 30,000 00 

EORTC EE ECT TTT TO CT TLS eee TT Tee TT eT TES TPC Te TTT CT 10 00 

127,420 05 
Expenditures (per statement B) for 1825........... cece cece rec cccecesscces $11,828 83 
Other expenditures made in 1825. ..............ccccccccccccccccccccccscces 13,743 85 

———————. $25,572 68 

amrmeee Gy UNI TINE ON Reais os hoki ica ssecensedere sede daceeesedenscesdenease 97 713 
Expenditures (per statement B) for 1826..........cccccccccccccccccccsececes 12,656 04 
Other expenditures mind im 1626... 0. cece ccccesesesccseccccersccecvese 5,976 96 

—————._ 18,633 00 

SPEND Wp USUI TE TA DOIG nw noc ki cece ce cceesscccccestecesceeececasneseces 5 93 
Expenditures (per statement B) for 1827............. eT Peet Cee T CT EET 11,579 44 
Other expenditures made im 1827. ..........ccccccccccccccceseccccreccccees 24,679 19 

— 36,258 63 

80,567 97 

Balance of appropriation December 31, 1827........0ceccesccceeeccesceesecceeecees 46,852 08 





127,420 05 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury Department, Register’s Office, March 11, 1828. 
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G. 


Expenditure of the $20,000 appropriated annually for the purpose of defraying the expenses of all the missions 
abroad for one year, extracted from ministers’, &c., accounts. 


Richard Rush, minister, London. Contingent, Ist January to 31st May, 1825 $473 06 


Richard Rush, return home allowance... 1... .eeececeeeeereeeeeeeeees 2,250 00 
————- $2,723 06 
Rufus King, minister, london. Contingent, Ist June to 31st December, 1825 348 66 
John A. Smith, Chargé d’Affaires, London. Contingent, 16th May to 30th 
I ann nc bs bccn dn tan ceccensenenccsarcveewescusecvnaoes 306 44 


John A. Smith, salary as Chargé d’Affaires between the departure of Mr. 
Rush and arrival of Mr. King, from 26th May to 11th November, 1825 2,083 63 


—_——. 2,390 07 
—_—— $5,461 79 
James Brown, minister, Paris. Contingent, from Ist January to 3lst December, 1825........ T89 26 
Henry Middleton, minister, St. Petersburg, from Ist January to 31st December, 1825......... 933 44 
Hugh Nelson, minister, Madrid. Contingent, from Ist January to 10th July, 
Eee ee eee ee errr ee reer ee er ee Pe ere ee $347 19 
Hugh Nelson, allowance for return home...........ccesscecccccceccess 2,250 00 
~ $2,597 19 
Alexander H. Everett, minister, Madrid, for contingent, from 8th July to 31st Decem- 
Cheech SCs cues SEN Y SCRE N SS ACREAKS £5 OUAS ESO 1:N EOE ORKTET TEKS 521 00 
——— 3,118 19 
Thomas L. L. Brent, Chargé d’Affaires at Lisbon. Contingent, from Ist July, 1824, to 30th 
ELIE Eee TTT ee Te eee ROR TT CRT TT Te TT eT Tree 382 70 
Christopher Hughes, Chargé d’Affaires at Stockholm. Contingent, from 1st January 
Ne eS ee re 6 ey ines Oa ult W iE See eek ena eee eases $312 47 
Christopher Hughes, allowed him on a special mission at the Court of Denmark, in 
Se NE OO SNE ON UN. ends 6 okkdds Kiedis 15 is ones russe see seneweses 2,250 00 
——— 2,562 47 
John J. Appleton, special agent at Naples, for contingent, from Ist October, 1825, to 19th 
EOL PT ET ee Pre rr Tee Tre eT ere Te Te Tee TTT eT ee Ce Tee 80 10 
Richard €. Anderson, minister, Bogota. Contingent, from 26th March, 1825, to 31st March, 
OE ERE ae rrr srry par re ere Perry err err Teer errr 205 00 
Heman Allen, minister, Chili. Contingent, from Ist January to 3lst December, 1825.......... 289 67 


Joel R. Poinsett, minister, Mexico. Contingent, from 8th March, 1825, to 3lst March, 1826... 1,030 24 
Beaufort T. Watts, Chargé d’Affaires at Colombia. Contingent, from Ist January to 31st 


EO EOI CTT ETE LT OTT COT TT TET ey TEE TT CeET ET Cer Te eT Tere TT9 50 
Condy Raguet, Chargé d’Affaires at Rio Janeiro. Contingent, from 29th October, 1825, to 31st 
ee 5d ak bid RK EPA ESUOS EEO US CE ERAA SS DORE Oe SRN ERS 111 88 
John Williams, Chargé d’Affaires at Guatemala. Contingent, from 3d December, 1825, to 2d 
Se cease ke hER AW a eG es kOK SEWER DOTS EESS -4DECKSO DES KEL ONE SERRE s 20 40 
John M. Forbes, Chargé d’Affaires at Buenos Ayres. Contingent, from Ist January to 31st 
Oe ee Pe Oe ee ne ee ee er 177 00 
15,941 64 


I hereby certify that the foregoing are true extracts from the accounts of ministers and Chargé 
d’Affaires on file in this office, with the exception of those of the ministers at St. Petersburg and Madrid, 
and Chargé d’Affaires at Rio Janeiro, and agent at Naples, they being yet unsettled. 

JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 

Treasury Department, Register’s Office, January 8, 1828. 





Treasury Department, Register’s Office, March 12, 1828. 


Sir: In making up the statement which has been furnished from this office relative to the disburse- 
ment of moneys appropriated for foreign missions and foreign intercourse, we have endeavored to comply, 
as far as practicable, with the terms of the letter of requisition. In doing this, we have considered that 
these terms embraced only such items of expenditure as have accrued and been authorized since the 
commencement of the present administration; and in relation to allowances made upon the voucher of 
the Secretary of State that such only were intended as have been admitted upon his sole and exclusive 
authority. 

The appropriations for contingent expenses of foreign intercourse have been always kept under one 
distinct and separate account, unblended with others, so that payments out of this fund have been gene- 
rally made for such contingencies only; though there have been instances of advances made from this fund 
on account of outfits. 

The appropriations for outfits, salaries, and contingent expenses of missions abroad have been 
uniformly blended in one account, denominated “Diplomatic Department,” and payments for these various 
objects have been as uniformly made out of this general fund without specification of object. The 
materials for the statement rendered were obtained by dissecting the settled accounts of individuals: 
First, under the head of contingent expenses of foreign intercourse; second, under the head of Diplomatic 
Department. 

With the first there could have been no misapprehension. With the second there might have been; 
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for not being able to distinguish between those allowances for outfit and salary which were properly 

ayable out of the appropriations for these objects, and those which were perhaps more properly payable 
out of the appropriation for the contingent expenses of missions abroad, we were constrained to arrange 
all the items according to their designation on the accounts themselves; and thus the statement may 
have exhibited a result differing from your expectations; but this, if so, has been unavoidable for the 
reasons above stated. 

In the case of payments made to John A. King, to which you have alluded, we find his account stated 
for outfit and salary; it was paid out of the fund for the Diplomatic Department, and we have no authority 
for saying it was properly a charge upon the contingent part of that fund; therefore we have arranged the 
items as designated. 

The account is endorsed thus: ‘The President approves the above charges, December 22, 1826. H. 
Clay.” Therefore we have not stated it as allowed upon the sole and exclusive authority of the Secretary 
of State. 

It may be well, perhaps, to remark that the warrants upon these two funds, for balances due on 
settled accounts, are made out in the office of the Secretary of the Treasury, and are drawn upon the one 
or the other fund, as their corresponding entries in the office of the Fifth Auditor may indicate. 

In my letter of the 25th February last, to the Fifth Auditor, it is stated that, “In examining the 
accounts containing the contingent expenses of missions abroad, for the above period, we have not been 
able to discover any item as allowed upon the special approval of the Secretary of State.” 

Upon a re-examination of these accounts we have found the following items, which accrued in the year 
1825, blended with others of a prior date, and allowed by the chief clerk of the State Department, in the 
name of the Secretary, viz: to Beaufort T. Watts, Chargé d’Affaires at Bogota, for newspapers, postages, 
and letter carrier, $615. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 

Hon. Joun Bratr. 
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IN FAVOR OF IRON FOR RAILROADS FREE OF DOTY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APRIL 7, 1828. 


To the honorable the Speater and members of the House of Representatives of the Congress of the United States : 


The petition of the City Council of Charleston, in the State of South Carolina, showeth: That an act 
of the Legislature of the said State was ratified on the thirtieth day of January, in the year eighteen 
hundred and twenty-eight, authorizing the formation of a company to be incorporated by the name of the 
South Carolina Canal and Railroad Company; 

That the stock required by the said act of the Legislature has been subscribed according to the terms 
of the act upon which the charter of incorporation was to take effect; 

That by the terms of the said act, five weeks’ public notice, in certain newspapers of the State, must 
now be given to the stockholders of the said company to meet and organize the company; 

That in the meantime the present session of Congress is drawing to a close; 

That it is very desirable, during the present session, that the objects of this petition should be accom- 
plished, so as to afford to the said company the earliest opportunity of commencing and completing their 
contemplated works. 

Your petitioners, therefore, show that the said South Carolina Canal and Railroad Company are 
required, by the aforesaid act of the Legislature, to direct and confine their first efforts and enterprise to 
the formation and completion of the railroad communication between Charleston and the Savannah river, 
at or near Hamburg, and other points or places on the said river; and when such communication shall be 
completed, or before, if the company shall find it practicable and advantageous, they are authorized to 
construct railroads to Columbia and to Camden, in the said State. 

Your petitioners further show that, for the purpose of constructing the said railroads, a large quantity 
of iron will be required, which will constitute a great portion of the cost of these extensive roads. 

That the construction of railroads being but a new undertaking in this country, it is thought safest 
and best that the iron required should be procured from England, where it can be worked up in the proper 
manner, so as to insure greater certainty in the execution of the projected roads. 

Your petitioners further show that it is contemplated to propel carriages upon the said railroads by 
means of locomotive steam engines. That, after encountering many difficulties in constructing such 
engines, so as to afford the power required of them, they have at length succeeded in England in accom- 
plishing that object. That, as yet, no such engines have been constructed in the United States. It is 
therefore obvious that the locomotive engines to be used on the said railroads should be imported, until 
the manufacturers of the United States have acquired skill in constructing them. 

That the duties to the Government on iron imported, especially when worked up, constitute a very 
large portion of the expense of procuring such iron. 

Your petitioners, therefore, pray that an act of Congress may be passed authorizing the South Carolina 
Canal and Railroad Company to import, free of duty, all such iron, manufactured or not manufactured, as 
may be required for the formation and completion of the roads they are authorized to construct by the 
aforesaid act of the Legislature of this State; and, likewise, all such steam and other engines and carriages 
as may be required in constructing the said railroads, or in propelling carriages thereon when first 
completed. 
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Your petitioners now present some reasons which to them scem sufficient to authorize the aid asked 
of Congress. Of the projected roads, that required by the act of our Legislature to be first undertaken 
and completed by the company will afford the safest, cheapest, the most direct, and the most expeditious 
and certain communication between Charleston and Augusta, in Georgia, which town is opposite Hamburg, 
in this State. 

Not only the commercial prosperity of these places will be thereby promoted, but Augusta being a 
military depot of the United States, this road may properly claim the attention of Congress as one of 
national importance. All the reasons in favor of the best military roads between such important points 
as Charleston and Augusta are here strictly applicable. 

The other roads contemplated by the company, though not communicating directly with places where 
the United States at present have military depots, are yet important in many points of view, as well for 
military as for commercial purposes. 

To promote objects similar to those now contemplated by the South Carolina Canal and Railroad 
Company, Congress have authorized large amounts of stock to be taken by Government in several compa- 
nies, and have directed officers of the Government, in the pay of the Government, to make the necessary 
surveys, and to discharge the other duties as civil engineers required by the companies. 

As yet no aid in either of these ways has been afforded to this section of our country, and what we 
now ask is neither the money of the Government nor the services of its officers, but merely that we be 
permitted to act for ourselves, and to procure the necessary materials where they can be best obtained, if 
we are not trammelled by the operation of laws which, at all events in this case, will act, if permitted to 


act, a public as well as a private injury. 
JOHN GADSDEN, Jntendant. 


By the Intendant: 
Witutam Roacu, Clerk of Council. 
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IN FAVOR OF IRON FOR RAILROADS FREE OF DUTY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APRIL 7, 1828. 


DELAWARE AND Hupson Cana Company, New York, April 2, 1828. 


Dear Srr: Under directions of our board I take the liberty of sending to you a memorial of this 
company to Congress, with documents attached; and I am instructed to ask the favor of you to make such 
disposition of it as you may deem best calculated to effect our object. 

There is one point in my letter of the 3d ultimo, a copy of which is attached to the memorial, to which 
I beg leave to call your particular attention, It is this: that the subject of importation was suggested 
by one of the oldest iron manufacturers, who is in nowise interested in our company, who was among the 
first, if not the very first, that engaged in rolling iron on a large scale. He frankly stated that the manu- 
facturers of iron in this country had not acquired that accuracy in rolling plates to which they had 
attained in England. It was this consideration, and a most important one, that induced us to look abroad; 
and we subsequently found that there would also be a considerable saving in expense if the plates should 
be classed as iron manufactures. This point being determined by the letter of the Hon. Secretary of 
the Treasury, we then, and not till then, decided on sending out an engineer to purchase and superintend 
the manufacture of the plates, also four locomotive engines, and have allowed him three months to travel 
through the country for information on all the subjects connected with his profession. And as the engineer 
is well qualified, both from scientific and practical knowledge, we hope to be instrumental in adding 
largely to the common stock of information on all the means of facilitating internal transportation. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


JOHN BOLTON, President. 
Hon. G. C. VerpLanck. 


The Hon. Mr. Martin, of the Committee on Manufactures, has expressed a friendly disposition towards 


our case. 
The Hon. Mr. Wright, of the same committee, when a Senator of this State, took a friendly part in 


favor of our application for aid in the winter of 1827. 





To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled: 


The memorial of the president, managers, and company of the Delaware and Hudson Canal Company 
respectfully showeth: That your memorialists, under charters from the States of Pennsylvania and New 
York, are engaged in constructing a canal from the Hudson river to the Delaware, up the valley of the 
latter to the mouth of the Lackawaxen, and up the valley of the Lackawaxen about twenty-four miles; 
making, in all, one hundred and five miles from the Hudson. This canal is very nearly finished, and will 
be complete in the course of this year. 

Between the head of said canal and the coal mines a railroad, over an uneven and elevated part of 
the country, is to be constructed, the length of which will be about fifteen miles. In order to make said 
railroad it becomes necessary to procure about 360 tons of iron plates, and an engineer has been accord- 
ingly sent to England for that purpose. 
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Your memorialists refer to the annexed copies of letters, of the dates of November 9, December 15, 
and December 21, 1827, to show the circumstances under which they have acted; and they further refer to 
the copy of a letter dated March 3, 1828, also annexed hereto, as explaining more fully the views which 
have induced them to appeal for protection to your honorable body. 

Relying upon the construction of the existing laws in relation to duties upon iron manufactures by 
the Treasury Department, your memorialists concluded to import their iron plates, and they humbly hope 
that the National Legislature will not fail, in any law that may be passed on the subject, to exempt the 
said plates from the payment of any higher duties than those which now exist. These materials are 
to be actually used in the construction of the road; and, considering the objects of your memorialists in 
the construction of their canal and railroad, they confidently appeal to the National Representatives to 
be exempted from the operation of any increase in the duties on iron that may hereafter be imposed. 

Your memorialists further beg leave to represent, that they consider the construction of railroads of 
so much public importance and utility as to justify the exemption altogether of the iron used in making 
roads from the payment of duty. Every facility ought certainly to be afforded to companies engaged in 
the construction of such roads by the National Government; and the true policy of the country would 
seem to point out encouragement to internal communications as the first object and most important interest 
of the nation. If the Representatives of the nation ought to foster and protect those efforts tending to 
the benefit of the country generally, your memorialists humbly conceive that the companies engaged in 
making artificial roads are entitled to ask that protection and aid at the hands of the Government. And 
your memorialists think that in affording aid to such laudable undertakings the best interests of the 
nation will be subserved in a manner which will promote rather than interfere with either the manufac- 
turing, commercial, or agricultural concerns of the country. Considering the very large capital that has 
been expended by your memorialists in the prosecution of these internal communications, and the hazards 
to which they were necessarily exposed in their undertakings, your memorialists most respectfully but 
earnestly submit whether the supplies of iron which they may find it necessary to obtain from Europe 
for the making of their road ought not to be wholly exempted from the payment of duty. And they make 
this appeal to the enlightened Representatives of the nation, in the confidence that if it is favorably 
received and their prayer granted, the operation of the exemption, without impairing any other obligations 
of the Government, will promote the public convenience and advance the cause of internal improvements. 

With these views your memorialists humbly pray that they may be entirely exempted from the pay- 
ment of duties on articles of iron imported by them for the construction of their said railroad; or that, at 
all events, in consideration of the before stated circumstances, which are more fully set forth in the 
annexed documents, your honorable body will be pleased, in any law that may hereafter be passed altering 
the existing duties on iron, to exempt the said articles so to be imported by your memorialists from the 
aperation of such law. 

All which is respectfully submitted by order of the said company. 
JOHN BOLTON, President. 


S. FLrewwe.ine, Zreasurer. 


The following are the managers of the Delaware and Hudson Canal Company: 


John Bolton. John Hunter. 
Philip Hone. Thomas Tileston. 
Garrit B. Abeel. William W. Russel. 
Samuel Whittemore. William Calder. 
Hezekiah B. Pierpont. Henry Thomas. 
Rufus L. Lord. William H. Ireland. 


Benjamin W. Rogers. 





DELAWARE AND Hupson Cana Company, New York, November 9, 182'T. 


Sir: This company intend to construct a railroad from the termination of their canal near Bethany, 
in Pennsylvania, to the coal mines on the Lackawanock, in length about fifteen miles, and will require 
for that purpose from three to four hundred tons of rolled iron plates, about two inches wide and about 
fourteen feet long, pierced with square or round holes to admit the fastenings about eighteen inches 
apart, and the ends of the plates cut to be inserted into each other. 

The main object of the proposed railroad is to transport coal to the head of our canal, which is to be 
taken down the canal to tide-water on the Hudson river. The principal part of the canal is complete; 
the residue is in course of construction, and is expected to be completed in the course of the summer of 
next year. 

My object in addressing you on this subject is to ascertain whether rolled iron plates, prepared in 
the manner described, if imported from Europe would be admitted as manufactured iron. 

I should be much obliged by a reply at your earliest convenience; and remain, with great respect, 


JOHN BOLTON, President. 


your obedient servant, 


Hon. James Barpour, Secretary of the Treasury. 
? 





Treasury Department, Comptroller’s Office, December 15, 182°. 


Sir: Your letter of the 9th ultimo to the Secretary of War, being on a subject properly coming under 
the cognizance of this Department, has been referred to me through the Secretary of the Treasury. 

The question propounded by you is, whether rolled iron plates, about two inches wide and about 
fourteen feet long, pierced with square or round holes to admit the fastenings about eighteen inches apart, 
and the ends of the plates cut to be inserted into each other, the same being intended for a railroad, 
will be admitted to entry as “manufactures of iron” on their importion from England? 

In reply, I have to observe that iron of this description, without the holes and the ends cut, would 
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simply be rolled bar iron, and be liable to a specific duty of $30 per ton; but I am of opinion that the 
operation of making so many holes in and cutting the ends of each bar so far changes the character of 
the iron as to constitute a manufacture of iron within the meaning of the law. 

I deem it proper to add, that the point to be decided being involved in some difficulty, it required 
considerable time tu examine the case in all its bearings; and such were the difficulties which it presented 
that it was deemed necessary to consult the Secretary of the Treasury on the subject, who, after much 
consideration, accords in the opinion above expressed. 

This will account for the delay in answering your letter. 

Respectfully, 
JOS. ANDERSON, Comptroller. 


Joun Botton, Esq. 





DELAWARE AND Hunson Cana Company, New York, December 21, 182°. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge your esteemed favor of the 15th instant, in answer to mine of 
the 9th ultimo, which was inadvertently addressed to the honorable Secretary of War. 

The delay is very satisfactorily accounted for; it had induced a reference to the copy of my letter 
and the sending of a copy with the address of the honorable Secretary of the Treasury. Our board have 
now decided on sending to England for the iron plates, and I have to tender you my acknowledgments 
for your very satisfactory communication. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


JOHN BOLTON, President. 
Hon. Josrpn AnpErson, Comptroller, Washington. 





Copy of a letter written to several members of Congress. 


Bank OF THE DELAWARE AND Hupson Canat Company, New York, March 3, 1828. 


Sm: Under charters from the States of Pennsylvania and New York this company is engaged in 
constructing a canal from the Hudson river to the Delaware, up the valley of the latter to the mouth of 
the Lackawaxcn, in Pennsylvania, and up the valley of the Lackawaxeu about 24 miles; making, in all, 
105 miles from the Hudson. For the greater part of the distance the canal is complete and navigable, 
and the remainder will be finished in the course of this year. The principal object of this work is to 
bring coal into the State of New York from the mines in the valley of the Lackawanock. Between the 
head of our canal and the coal mines the country is uneven and elevated, and a railroad now in course of 
construction is to connect them, the length of which is a little short of 15 miles. Early in the last fall 
the point at which our canal terminates was settled, and our engineer was instructed to prepare a plan 
for the railroad. His report on the subject was received late in October, and our inquiries were then 
directed to the procuring of the iron plates. The quantity required is about 360 tons. Only two 
manufacturers would undertake the work; another, and the oldest in the business, had the candor to 
acknowledge that the manufacturers in this country had not acquired that accuracy in rolling iron to 
which they had attained in England; and the most perfect accuracy being necessary to avoid friction, 
and to give us all the advantages of which railroads were susceptible, he advised us to import our 
plates from England. We consequently sought information as to those particulars on which to found a 
comparative estimate of the cost for English iron; and other kinds, both foreign and American, would not 
come so low. The lowest offer made to us here was 5} cents per pound; and we ascertained that the 
price of rolled iron plates in England was £9 10s. sterling per ton, and the workmanship to prepare them 
for our use would cost about £3 sterling, making £12 10s. The duty on rolled bar iron is $30 per ton, 
and on iron manufactures not enumerated is 25 per cent. on the cost, with an addition of 10 per cent. 
We believed that the plates we required ought to come under the iatter denomination, but in order to 
ascertain whether our opinion was correct I addressed a letter to the honorable Secretary of the Treasury, 
describing the plates as they would be when prepared for use, and asking the favor of him to inform me 
whether they would be admitted subject to the duty on iron manufactures. Some time being taken in 
examining the question, the Comptroller finally answered in the affirmative. This being laid before our 
board I was authorized to employ an engineer to go to England to contract for the iron and superintend 
the manufacture, and he sailed from hence for Liverpool on the 24th of January. I am now advised that 
measures have been or will be attempted to get a provision introduced into the tariff bill now before 
Congress to deprive us of the pecuniary advantage upon which, and the superior accuracy in forming the 
plates, we predicated our determination to import them. One mode suggested is to have a high specific 
duty on railroad plates, and another to except from iron manufactures chargeable with 25 per cent. duty 
all such as shall not have cost for workmanship 50 per cent. on the price of the bars. If the latter 
suggestion should be adopted and the duty on rolled bar iron should even remain as it is, we shall be 
subject to a duty of $30 per ton, instead of $15 27, making a difference against us of about $5,500. Of 
the difference, if the former mode be adopted, I can form no estimate, not knowing the rate of specific 
duty proposed; but either I should conceive to be an act of injustice to us, because the time at which 
the increase of duties is proposed to take effect being sufficient to consummate pending mercantile orders 
will be insufficient for ours. If ours were merely for rolled bar iron we could have the whole here before 
the 30th of June. But our plates must be formed with more exactness in breadth and thickness, and 
must be made perfectly straight on the edges; the corners of the upper surface are to be rounded; the 
plates are to be of certain equal lengths, are to be cut at each end so as to fit into each other, and to 
have holes made in them eighteen inches apart, countersunk to admit the heads of the screws to go 
below the surface, and to have an oval form, rather longer than wide, to admit of contraction and 
expansion without disturbing the fastenings; the making of the holes of this form will require two if 
not three operations. The time that will be necessary to prepare the plates will therefore put it out of 
our power to get them here before the 30th of June, and it may be late in the fall before they will all 
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arrive. I presume to believe that the benefits which the agricultural interests, and even those of the iron 
manufacturers, will derive from the construction of railroads are entitled to quite as much consideration 
as the further encouragement of iron manufactures by an increase of duty; and I think I should not be 
out of the way in supposing that an encouragement of the construction of railroads by reducing even 
the present duty on iron prepared for such purpose would be well worth the consideration of Congress. 
Over heights and an irregular surface, such as we have to encounter, the expenses of transportation, 
compared with that by common teams on turnpike roads, will be full nine-tenths less, and on a more level 
country not requiring machinery the difference would be greater. In Pennsylvania and New Jersey 
several railroads are contemplated besides ours, with a view to transportation to this State. In this 
State one company has been chartered to make a railroad from Ithica to Oswego, and from Albany to 
Schenectady, and several others are proposed. Our work will serve as a model for all others, combining, 
as it will, all the varieties in form of country, of ascending and descending planes worked by machinery, 
and levels and small inclinations admitting of the use of locomotive engines and horse-power, and 
conforming to the circumstances of the country. Where wood is the cheaper material we shall depend 
on timber for the required strength, using iron only for the benefit of a hard, durable, and even surface. 

I have taken the liberty of going into this detail for the purpose of placing the whole case before 
you, and in the hope that the estimate you will form of the general benefits to be derived from the 
construction of railroads may induce you to resist any attempt that may be made to enhance the expense 
of such works, and especially in our case, which, in our opinion, presents peculiar claims on the liberality 
and justice of Congress for an exception if an increased duty should be laid on future importations. 


I am, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
JOHN BOLTON, President. 


P. S—We are now paying $2 75 per ton for hauling coal to the head of our canal over a good turnpike 
road, The expenses by railroad will be 294 cents per ton. 





Third general report of the president, managers, and company of the Delaware and Hudson Canal Company to 
the stockholders, March 4, 1828. 


The managers of the Delaware and Hudson Canal Company, pursuant to the requisitions of the act of 
incorporation, present to the stockholders the following report: 

At the date of the last annual report a bill granting to you a loan of the credit of the State of New 
York for five hundred thousand dollars had passed both houses of the Legislature, but with an amendment 
in the Assembly, offered by a delegate from this city, requiring the payment of premium into the State 
Treasury. The Senate rejected the amendment unanimously, and returned the bill to the Assembly, and a 
motion to recede was supported by a large majority; but, it being considered a two-thirds bill, the motion 
to recede failed. 

Under these circumstances, and being advised against submitting the bill to a committee of conference, 
your agent interceded with the Senate to concur with the House, and, notwithstanding the repugnance of 
the Senate to the principle of the amendment, they finally concurred, and the bill became a law by the 
approval of the Governor. 

The confidence in your good faith, and the spirit of liberality manifested by a large majority in both 
houses of the honorable Legislature; the zealous support which your agent experienced from his excellency 
the late Governor, and from many honorable members of the Senate and Assembly whilst the bill was 
pending, are duly appreciated by your board of managers, and, they trust, by you also. It is no small 
gratification to the managers that their application in your behalf for legislative aid was supported on its 
simple merits, and was granted on the ground of public utility. This fact offers a strong inducement to 
pursue honorable ends by honorable means, and to faithfulness in performing all the duties imposed on 
those who receive legislative grants. 

The loan of the credit of the State relieved your board of managers from the pecuniary difficulties 
with which they were threatened, and assures the completion of the great work in which you are engaged; 
a work not inferior in quality to any other, and for rapidity and cheapness of execution is, so far, without 
a parallel in our country, and, when completed and in full operation, will furnish a liberal remuneration 
for your outlay of capital. It will confer, also, a lasting benefit on a large and populous portion of this 
State, by furnishing, at a reduced price, an abundant supply of a species of fuel that is daily appreciating 
in the public estimation. Besides the preference which it is steadily gaining over other kinds of fuel for 
all domestic purposes, its superiority in cheapness and effect in generating steam is beginning to be 
understood, and the successful application of it tu this important purpose, both in this State and in 
Pennsylvania, warrants the belief that it will ere long become the most favored article for the same 
purpose in steamboats. When this shall be realized, it will remove the chief obstacle, which the expense 
and bulk of other kinds of fuel have hitherto presented, to extending the facilities of steamboat navigation 
from this city to all the seaports of the United States, to South America, and to Europe. 

In support of this opinion your managers can state, on unquestionable authority, that a steam engine 
of one hundred-horse power is worked twenty-four hours with three tons of anthracite coal; that another, 
of eighty-horse power, consumes one chaldron and a half during the working hours of each day; and other 
smaller engines in proportion; with the additional advantage of dispensing with the firemen and laborers 
usually employed with other fuel, tne engineer alone being adequate to all the service of supplying fuel 
and attending those engines that work during the day only. 

After the loan of the credit of the State was obtained, a yesolution passed the board of managers 
authorizing contracts for completing the canal from the narrows of Lackawaxen to the forks of Dyberry. 
Here it was determined, after much reflection and examination, to stop the canal, and from thence to 
construct a railroad to the coal mines—a distance of fifteen miles nearly. This termination of the canal 
is seven miles short of that which was suggested in the original plan; and the estimated cost of this seven 
miles of canal is about equal to the estimated cost of the whole line of railroad, with its machinery and 
stationary power. : 

Contracts have been made for the remainder of the canal and for the railroad, and the work on both 
is progressing. 
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The canal, according to the contracts, is to be finished in July, but the work was much retarded by 
the almost unexampled bad weather in a portion of September and during the greater part of the two 
succeeding months. The mildness of the winter has, however, enabled the contractors to retain about six 
hundred men on the work, and, from a late report from the line, it is hoped their progress will, in a great 
degree, make good the deficiency occasioned by the bad weather in the fall. 

A turnpike road has been constructed from Carbondale (the coal mines) to the Milford and Owego 
turnpike, and another from the head of the canal to intersect this turnpike six miles lower down. The 
first was made at the expense of the company; the latter by the company and individuals. 

Over this road coal is hauling by common teams to the head of the canal at two dollars and twenty- 
five cents per ton on sledges, and at two dollars and seventy-five cents per ton on wheels; and at the 
date of the last accounts from thence from twenty to thirty teams were at work, carrying from one to two 
tons each. By one or the other mode as much coal will be transported as may be deemed proper until the 
completion of the railroad. The cost at tide-water, allowing an extra price for canal transportation, whilst 
lock-tenders and boatmen are in training, is estimated at four dollars and seventy-five cents, and five 
dollars and twenty-five cents per ton, according to the mode of transportation to the head of the canal. 

The consumption above the Highlands will take off all that will probably be brought to tide this 
season; and it is not unreasonable to suppose that it will be sold at the company’s landing at eight dollars 
per ton—fifty cents per ton less than the price of such coal in this city. 

The roads formed by the company and individuals will be useful after the railroad shall be completed, 
That from the main western road to the coal mines will bring Carbondale into the line of travel from east 
to west, and will assist in bringing that place into value. 

Carbondale, as a place of deposit for the west, will become a village of some importance. The railroad 
terminating there will furnish a conveyance to and from the canal cheaper by nine-tenths than by common 
teams. The road which connects the main turnpike with the canal will always be beneficial in furnishing 
an easy communication between the country and the canal, and, being accepted as a public road, will be 
kept in repair at the public expense. 

The canal terminates in Pennsylvania on a tract of land of about one hundred acres, lying favorably 
for a village site. It cost the proprietor four thousand dollars, who gives one-half to the company in 
consideration of the benefits that will accrue to the other half from the company’s operations. From this 
point it is contemplated by individuals to construct a canal up the Dyberry, carrying canal navigation 
from six to ten miles nearer the Susquehanna, and will present a strong inducement to connect by railroad 
the head of the latter canal with the Susquehanna at the great bend. An examination of the map will 
justify the belief that a large portion of the trade of the Susquehanna will by such means find the best 
and cheapest communication with this city. This will unquestionably be the case, unless this State 
should make a canal from the termination of yours on the Delaware to Deposit, and thence across to the 
Susquehanna. But either work will furnish a heavy transportation to the canal, and the interests of a 
large and fertile country will cause one or the other to be made. Such, at least, is the opinion of Judge 
Wright, and also of the board of managers. One and a strong ground for this opinion is, that your canal 
will open on an average a fortnight earlier in the spring, and continue as much later in the fall, than the 
Erie canal, and will, therefore, furnish a water transportation between this city and the valley of the 
Susquehanna more nearly corresponding with the opening and closing of the navigation of that river. 
Another ground is, that the route will be shorter, and consequently cheaper than any other. 

A railroad being necessary to connect the coal mines with the canal wherever the latter might 
terminate, Judge Wright, our then chief engineer, was requested in the summer of 1826 to examine the 
subject in reference to the peculiarities of the country over which it must pass; since which it has more 
or less occupied the attention of the board and their engineers. In the course of the last summer a 
committee of the board decided on the place of terminating the canal; and the present chief engineer, J. 
B. Jervis, was then requested to prepare and report a plan of the whole work. The report was accordingly 
made late in October last, and reflects great credit on its author by the evidence it affords of patient 
research and investigation, of scientific knowledge and talent in adapting the work to the form of the 
country and other local circumstances of the line. 

The construction and use of railroads was new in our country. Only one, of a few miles length, had 
been tested by a winter’s cold, and another was a temporary and imperfect work. Differences of opinion 
existed among the engineers in England in various particulars, but all agree in their great superiority 
over turnpike roads, and in their near approach to canals in respect to cheapness and facility of transpor- 
tation. Under these circumstances it was deemed advisable to submit the chief engineer’s plans to the 
examination of Judge Wright and Professor Renwick, not from any distrust of the capacity or skill of 
the chief engineer, but from an adherence to that system of caution which had hitherto been observed in 
all the measures of the board of managers. With the sanction of such high authority, your board of 
managers proceeded in executing the work, under a firm conviction that the railroad and its appendages 
will serve as models for future works of this kind in our country, and will realize to the company all the 
advantages expected from it. The expense of the railroad with iron plates, together with stationary 
engines, chains, friction rollers, and a new and ingenious application by the chief engineer of a known 
power to the descending planes, (which may well deserve the name of an invention,) and allowing ten per 
cent. for contingencies, is estimated at one hundred and seventy-eight thousand two hundred and twenty- 
eight dollars. The expense of transportation upon it from the coal mines to the canal is estimated at 294 
cents per ton, or nearly 1 8-10 cents per ton per mile; being three-tenths of a cent more than the estimated 
cost of transportation on the canal. 

The railroad and its appendages are calculated by the chief engineer for transporting five hundred 
and forty tons per day in one direction only ; that is, so much coal may be conveyed upon it each day, 
and, allowmg two hundred and forty working days in a year, will give one hundred and twenty-nine 
thousand six hundred tons per annum, besides returning transportation from the head of the canal to 
Carbondale. “ 

The structure of the railroad is of timber, so arranged as to insure durability, with rolled iron plates 
securely fastened to the timber rails with screws. The plates are estimated to weigh eight hundred and 
two thousand nine hundred pounds, or nearly three hundred and sixty tons. Upon a comparison of the 
cost of the iron plates in this country with their cost in Europe and expense of delivery here, it was 
determined to import them; and Mr. Allen, an engineer well qualified for the service, was engaged, and 
has sailed for Liverpool to procure and superintend the manufacture of the plates, to procure the locomo- 
tive engines, and obtain information of all the latest improvements in works of the same kind in England. 
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Superior accuracy in forming the plates, a fact admitted by our oldest manufacturers, and of great 
importance in avoiding friction and giving steadiness to the motion of the carriages, and an estimated 
saving in the cost of about eighteen thousand dollars, offered inducements to sending to England for the 
plates, which the managers, acting as your agents, felt to be irresistible. 

In respect to the canal in this State, it was expected that the new work in the valley of the Delaware 
to the mouth of the Lackawaxen, except the locks, would have been completed in the last season ; but 
it was much retarded by wet weather in the best working months ; many sections are, however, complete, 
and the remainder will be finished by midsummer. The locks are to be finished by the Ist of May. The 
most formidable work on the whole line, that at Butler’s Falls, was accepted and settled last fall. 

On this line (the Delaware) a farm has been purchased for two thousand dollars, containing about 
one hundred and forty acres. It has a good saw-mill and other improvements upon it, and, being on both 
sides of the Mongaup, a river nearly equal to the Neversink, secures the entire control of the water. It 
will give an abundant supply to the canal on a line of more than thirteen miles, and will yield a large 
surplus for hydraulic works at a well located site, (owned by the company,) where the canal turns out 
of the valley of the Neversink into that of the Delaware. The position of this site in respect to Orange 
county, in New York, Sussex, in New Jersey, and the valley of the Delaware below, its hydraulic advan- 
tages, and large basins for accommodating boats, warrant the belief that it will become a village of some 
importance, 

It may be proper here to state that the same delay which has been experienced in rendering the 
canal navigable between the Delaware and Hudson rivers is not to be expected on the canal in the valleys 
of the Delaware and Lackawaxen. The latter is a more costly work than that between the rivers, but 
is also of a more permanent character, will require less repairs, and may be expected to be fit for 
navigation immediately or very soon after its construction. 

Respecting the finished line between the two rivers, the managers are aware of the disappointment 
which public expectation experienced in the lateness of the season when it was rendered fit for navi- 
gation. 

It was constructed during a season of unusual drought ; the banks in many parts were, consequently, 
not well settled until, by the introduction of water, they became saturated with moisture ; and this could 
not be done safely at once. The banks were generally tight, and more so than usual, as stated by the 
engineers in similar works at the same distance of time from their formation; but, from the cause above 
noticed, they were found in some places deficient of height, and required raising and strengthening. A 
large portion of the summit level consists of porous earth, mixed with coarse gravel and stones ; at least 
it was interspersed with portions of earth of that character. The banks were, however, generally tight, 
and stood well, but the water escaped through the bottom and natural earth next to the hills. Taking 
the stone out of the botton, lining with earth more suitable to resist the water, and in some cases facing 
with earth the berm bank of the canal, was a tedious process. All this might have been done by trans- 
porting with common teams during the progress of the work, but at a very heavy expense. To avoid 
this expense the work was deferred until the water was taken in, and the transportation was then per- 
formed chiefly with scows. Towards the close of the season the work of tightening was effected, and 
boats were passed through the whole line from river to river, taking with them the lock-irons for locks 
on the Delaware and in Pennsylvania, and a weighing machine made in this city, and now using in 
weighing coal at the head of the canal. In many cases it was difficult to discover the leaks, especially 
in some of the large natural basins ; for whilst no moisture appeared on the outside of the towing-path 
bank, the water gradually subsided in the canal, and, after the lapse of half a day or more, showed itself 
at various distances in the valley below. From these causes the transportation on the canal was chiefly 
limited to short distances from tide-water—some few boats only extending their trips to Wurtsborough, 
forty miles from tide. The year previous the inhabitants of the country and their teams had been 
employed in constructing the canal until late in the season; they could not, therefore, provide much for 
market. Even the lumbering business had been so much neglected that it was difficult to obtain a supply 
for the wooden structures on the canal; added to this, the opening of the canal for navigation was so 
long deferred that most of the articles for maket that would bear the expense had been previously trans- 
ported in wagons. The navigation was not extended quite to the summit, when the excessive rains com- 
menced, and continued until winter set in. The lock-tenders were inexperienced and, in some instances, 
neglectful ; and even some of the overseers on the line, who had had no experience in long-continued 
rain and high waters, were deficient in the discharge of their duties ; breaches ensued, boats were detained, 
and the boatmen became discouraged. These difficulties were, however, finally surmounted; and, 
although at some expense, the fitness of lock-tenders and others has been tested, and as they were suc- 
cessively found incompetent were dismissed and others substituted. The work performed in 1826 was, in 
respect to magnitude and extent of line, unparalleled in this country. All the labor that could be pro- 
cured was employed, and, as previously stated, the cutting and sawing of lumber were neglected. 

From these causes the building of houses for the lock-tenders, and of sluices to pass the surplus 
water and for filling the lower levels, were deferred until the last year. A large portion of the houses 
were not finished when the canal was opened for navigation, and some of the defects in attendance were 
owing to this cause, and some injuries to the canal were occasioned by the want of sluices. 

The board of managers, consistently with their practice hitherto in forbearing to present to the 
stockholders merely conjectural benefits, will still refrain from offering any estimate of the revenue of the 
canal for the ensuing season. They intend to have it open for business as early in the spring as it may 
seem prudent; and, from information derived from those acquainted with the country, they believe that 
the inhabitants have been and are busily employed in preparing to avail themselves of the facilities 
that the canal will afford them. Neither the price of the stock nor the operations of speculators will 
hasten or retard the measures of your managers. They have heretofore held on their course, regardless 
of those circumstances, looking only to the interests of permanent holders who have invested their money 
with a view to ultimate results; and equally conscious of their ability to complete the work, as unvary- 
ing in their confidence in its successful issue and of a fair remuneration to the stockholders, they will, if 
your confidence be continued to them, persevere in the discharge of their duty until all your reasonable 
expectations shall be realized. 

While on this topic, or influenced only by a sense of duty to you, the board of managers will, for 
once, depart from that line of conduct which they have hitherto prescribed to themselves in regard to the 
attempts that have been made to alarm your fears by setting forth the superior advantages of other 
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companies over yours, by alleged discoveries of coal more convenient to market or deliverable at a legg 
expense, and by various disingenuous comparisons to the prejudice of this company. 

Rightly viewed, these efforts to detract from the merits of your work should induce conclusions the 
reverse of those intended to be produced. 

They are aware of your superior advantages in having the entire control both of the coal mines and 
of the means of transportation to the North river. Hence their anxiety to prejudice the public mind, in 
the hope of retarding or defeating your operations. 

Let it not be understood that the charge of disingenuousness is applied to all; it is intended only 
for such as are conscious of having given occasion for it. 

Some facts will be stated respecting the companies alluded to who claim to be your competitors, and 
in relation also to the discoveries of coal above noticed. The object is not to detract from them, but to 
inform you. 

First, then, as to the Lehigh Company and in reference to this market. When that company shall 
have made their canal down the Lehigh to the Delaware, and Pennsylvania shall have made her canal 
from the mouth of the Lehigh to tide on the Delaware, and New Jersey shall have made her canal from 
the Delaware to the Raritan—when all these projected works are accomplished, how will they stand ? 
Forty-six miles of canal their own, after having sunk a large sum in river work, much of which will then 
be useless, sixty miles of canal belonging to Pennsylvania, and fifty miles of canal belonging to New 
Jersey, making one hundred and fifty-six miles of canal, and from the place of transhipment on the 
Raritan to New York forty miles. 

The Morris Canal Company is dependent on the Lehigh Company for the coal they propose to bring 
to New York. The Lehigh Company will not, it is presumed, supply the Morris Canal Company without 
some profit to themselves. The Lehigh canal, when finished, will be forty-six miles, and the Morris canal 
ninety-eight miles, making one hundred and forty-four miles of canal. 

The charge of raising the coal, transporting to the canal, and handling, will not be less than one 
dollar per ton. 

Cost of transportation, according tu the estimate on your canal, 14 cent per ton per mile: 
this, in one hundred and forty-four miles, gives...........cescccececcscccccccccccssscccess $2 16 

Toll on the Lehigh, 1} cent per ton per mile, (and they cannot probably afford it at less)... 69 

Is it not reasonable to suppose the Lehigh Company will charge the Morris at least a por- 
tion of the profit they could make by taking their coal to Philadelphia? This charge may, 


therefore, be put low enough at.............. pene ee Cee eT Tee ete ee 1 50 
Fe POET EEL EME TE Ter Eee TTT eT ee ye rere eT Te ee ee Lee 5 35 


The actual outlay of money, and allowing nothing for toll on the Morris canal. 

The Schuylkill Company has 108 miles of artificial navigation on the Schuylkill; 34 miles of river 
navigation to reach the commencement of the projected canal across New Jersey; thence by the latter 
canal 50 miles; and from the place of transhipment on the Raritan to New York 40 miles; equal to 162 
miles of canal and 74 miles of river navigation. 

The Delaware and Hudson canal is 105 miles in length from its head to tide; and although the river 
transportation is 50 miles greater than that which the Lehigh Company may have at some future day 
when all the indicated works shall be completed, yet the fact that freight is no higher from Albany than it 
is from Newburg admits the belief that the expense of transportation from the terminations of the canals 
to this market will be about equal in both cases. In your favor it is also to be remarked, that, without 
transhipment, you will supply the consumption of the towns and factories on and near the North river, 
above the Highlands, which may now be computed at eight to ten thousand tons, and is rapidly increasing. 

With these facts, and taking into view that each of the companies named will be subject to charges 
beyond their control by States and other companies owning portions of the navigation which they must 
use, is it assuming too much to claim for this company a decided superiority over all others that look to 
this market for the sale of their coal ? 

Having, as the managers believe, disposed of the claims of those companies who assume to be your 
most formidable competitors, a brief notice of the minor projects will suffice. 

The Tioga coal, so much talked of last winter, lies in Pennsylvania, from 40 to 50 miles from the 
point at which a navigable feeder must be taken out of the Chemung to supply the projected Chemung 
canal. Supposing a canal made in Pennsylvania to the Chemung, and thence to the head of Seneca lake, 
it is not believed that this coal could then compete with yours eastward of Utica, and its quality is 
unquestionably inferior to yours. 

The same kind of coal lies in the same region about 25 miles up the valley of Lycoming creek, which 
empties into the west branch of the Susquehanna, about 110 miles above Harrisburg. The expense of 
transporting this coal to sloop navigation near the head of Chesapeake bay cannot be less than that from 
Wilkesbarre, which, including losses on the river, a dangerous navigation, is stated, from inquiry on 
the spot, at about $5 per ton to Port Deposit; and the quantity cannot be great, as the average of 
spring freshets, during which boats must run to reach tide-water, does not exceed three to four weeks. 
The small extent to which this business has been carried on from Wilkesbarre, where they have an 
abundance of coal within a mile of the Susquehanna, shows that it is not susceptible of advantageous 
extension. 

Another mode of getting Lycoming coal to market is, however, spoken of, to wit, by railroad to the 
Susquehanna, 25 miles; to construct which, and furnish it with wagons, will cost at least two hundred 
thousand dollars; and, then, if Pennsylvania should make a canal up the west branch, to pass down that 
to the Union canal, and through this last and the Schuylkill navigation to Philadelphia, making about 
260 miles of canal; by this route the coal will cost from $7 to $7 50 per ton, delivered in Philadelphia. 

In connexion with the foregoing comparative advantages of this company with others, and for the 
information of the stockholders, the following estimates are offered respecting the coal business of this 
company, to wit: 


Per ton. 
Clearing off the covering, getting out and piling the coal ...........2.2eeee cee eeeeeeee $0 50 
Railroad transportation, rr MET A CUTIE. 5 6 nos kdaewev acer esas eaewews ee 0 293 





Carried forward ....0:66 0605s 794 
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Brought forward............ $0 794 
Canal transportation, viz: 
Per day 
AG i iad kh AeN GeO KMERSSS Soe KeaeR aN RAwnase mane $0 50 
Re GS AS CSAS RRERA KRESS CHRP RASEREAOEE ESE DE OnE 2 00 
I 65.05 6nd Finis Go 5 HA DUNO Meee e RR aW Eb eREd CARENES SL RORERME 1 00 
Re EE ee Eee ee ee ee 3 50 
Ten days per trip, and 25 tons each boat, give $35 for 25 tons, but the usual estimate is a 
little more, say 1} cent per ton per mile: this, on 105 miles, is ..............-..24-- 1 574 
cries ewan chee aL eRe ee £664 Awe ween eRe wos eee ws KORN ARG ows ek SESE ES CORD 25 
Expense of delivery at tide, per ton, exclusive of toll...............ccccccccccccccecees 2 62 








It is believed that this estimate will not be exceeded after the lock-tenders, boatmen, and other persons 
employed in the work shall have had some experience and become expert in the performance of their 
respective duties. 

Of the general transportation that may be expected upon the canal information has been given in 
former reports. A brief notice of it may therefore suffice on the present occasion, and a reference to maps 
will enable the stockholders to estimate its importance. The head of the canal is 33 miles from the great 
bend of the Susquehanna river, and the railroad terminates 22 miles from the valley of Wyoming, on the 
same river. From both points the canal offers the best and cheapest route to this market. The same 
may be said of Susquehanna and Bradford counties, in Pennsylvania; of the descending trade of the 
Delaware above the termination of the canal on that river; and also of Pennsylvania and New Jersey, 
bordering on the Delaware, embracing at least 40 miles below Carpenter’s Point. 

On the subject of funds, the board of managers have to state that they have received in State stock 
$500,000, and having disposed of $400,000 they have paid the premium thereon into the State Treasury, 
but they do not despair of getting a refund of this premium. In the language of members of both houses 
of the Legislature, it was derogatory to the State to attach such a condition to a loan of its credit to a 
company giving ample security, paying the interest at their own office, and investing the amount in a 
work of great public utility. Such at least was the view taken of this measure by the honorable the 
Senate and a large majority of the House of Assembly. 

Your managers mean to make an appeal to the magnanimity and justice of the Legislature on this 
subject, and, when the works shall have demonstrated your good faith and a judicious application of the 
funds, they have full confidence that the appeal will be met in a manner consistent with the high character 
of the State of New York. 


There have been expended on the line of canal and railroad, including salaries to agents 


and engineers, turnpike roads in Pennsylvania, and all other expenses.............. $1,370,000 

In the purchase of real estate in Wall street and on the line of the canal, and in improve- 
Ga elke a huts ee ie sae is WRK Saw Teed Ob eR ATS Ob SeaOR ees Rae 61,000 
Paid Messrs. Wurts and associates for their coal lands and privileges in Pennsylvania.... 40,000 
ee SNe Wien 55 6A Ow RES NREE SOO NAAR AGN SA SIRSURURE SRNR e KOS was 7,000 
1,478,000 

ce nessa nag MO CEO OE LET RE a ee eee eee $1,500,000 

tes eee ie Geeta sve wh SWE E OMe eka bs DONS S NASER AD 500,000 

2,000,000 

ee ee ee ee ee eee ee ee eee sas 500,000 
See 1,500,000 
Leaving a surplus of................ eee ee eT eee OPE ETE eer eee TT eT eT Tree 22,000 


The agent and engineer having been called upon for a statement of the balances that will be due on 
the completion of pending contracts, the following is the result of their report: 











EE ee ree etree eee eT ee eer pe rrr ee ho eChheatheG tae nanccwdes $283,704 
I ald iia vg eR ORS GA SENS R Ee HRAEDONNRES RATES ECD e OOS KORE 155,000 
438,704 
From which may be deducted surplus of capital and State stock.............. $22,000 
And surplus profits, which may be temporarily applied to this object, although 
intended to be divided among the stockholders when refunded by the canal, 
OF Wy BU THCTORCT COPTER aaa. ic ces ect tcceccncvereieneseeseess 49,000 
ee ac Wao Xs A CAM RTE SD REN DARWEN Wes HONS LORDS 71,000 
ee ar Eee RET TOTS TT TERETE ESET ee ET Tee 367,704 


This amount will be gradually expended in the course of the year, and a loan may be required some 
time in next fall, unless it should be deemed best to await the next session of the Legislature and apply 
then for a further loan from the State. The works of the company will then be complete, and their benefits 
to a populous portion of the State and productiveness to the stockholders will be more justly estimated 
than they can be at this time. 

In the meantime it is the settled purpose of your managers, if re-elected, to push forward the work 
to its final completion, and in this determination they have the decided concurrence of the largest 
stockholders. 
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With respect to the bank, it may suffice to remark that its condition is unchanged, excepting that 
there has been some reduction in current expenses, and that its surplus fund amounts to $49,000 after 
paying dividends, semi-annually, of three per cent. It has a reasonable share of business, and is doing ag 
well as could be expected of a comparatively new institution, competing with fourteen banks previously 
established. 

In conclusion, the managers feel authorized to state that from the commencement of their canallinge 
operations they have enjoyed advantages that have not been and cannot be surpassed in any work of 
the same kind. Science of the first order, great experience, and a faithful performance of duty have 
pervaded the engineer department; and the multifarious and highly important duties of an agent, which 
can be properly appreciated only by those who are well acquainted with the construction of canals, could 
not have been performed with more ability, industry, and faithfulness than have been exhibited by Mr, 
Wurts, who has filled that appointment from the beginning of the work to the present moment. 

Mistakes have been avoided; no work has been done until plans and lines have been well investi- 
gated; all has, consequently, been progressive and suited to that which was done and that which 
remained to be performed; and whilst no contractor has had to wait for his money after having performed 
his contract, advances have been so judiciously made as to avoid loss by those who failed to complete 
their work. 

By order of the board: 
JOHN BOLTON, President. 


DeLAWARE AND Hupson Canat Company, March 4, 1828. 


Notre.—The measures which have been adopted for excavating the coal, and for completing the rail- 
road befvre next spring, warrant the belief that the transportation of coal to the head of the canal will 
commence some time in advance of the opening of the canal in the spring of 1829; and that, in the course 
of the year, forty thousand tons of coal will be delivered at tide-water on the Hudson, which is less than 
one-third of the quantity that the railroad will be capable of delivering. 
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IN FAVOR OF IRON FOR RAILROADS FREE OF DUTY. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE APRIL 7, 1828. 


To the honorable the President and members of the Senate of the United States: 


The petition of the City Council of Charleston, in the State of South Carolina, showeth: That an act of 
the Legislature of said State was ratified on the 30th day of January, in the year 1828, authorizing the 
formation of a company to be incorporated by the name of the South Carolina Canal and Railroad Company; 

That the stock required by the said act of the Legislature has been subscribed according to the 
terms of the act upon which the charter of incorporation was to take effect; 

That by the terms of said act five weeks’ public notice in certain newspapers of the State must now 
be given to the stockholders of the said company to meet and organize the company; 

That in the meantime the present session of Congress is drawing to a close; 

That it is very desirable, during the present session, that the objects of this petition should be 
accomplished, so as to afford the said company the earliest opportunity of commencing and completing 
their contemplated works. 

Your petitioners, therefore, show that the said South Carolina Canal and Railroad Company are required 
by the aforesaid act of the Legislature to direct and confine their first efforts and enterprise to the 
formation and completion of the railroad communication between Charleston and Savannah river, at or 
near Hamburg, and other points and places on the said river; and when such communication shall be 
completed, or before, if the company shall find it practicable and advantageous, they are authorized to 
construct railroads to Columbia and to Camden, in the said State. 

Your petitioners further show that, for the purpose of constructing the said railroads, a large quantity 
of iron will be required, which will constitute a great portion of the cost of these extensive roads. 

That the construction of railroads being but a new undertaking in this country, it is thought safest 
and best that the iron required should be procured from England, where it can be worked up in the proper 
manner, so as to insure greater certainty in the execution of the projected roads. 

Your petitioners further show that it is contemplated to propel carriages upon the said railroads by 
means of locomotive steam engines. That after encountering many difficulties in constructing such 
engines, so as to afford the power required of them, they have at length succeeded in England in accom- 
plishing that object. That as yet no such engines have been constructed in the United States. It is 
therefore obvious that the locomotive engines to be used on the said railroads should be imported until 
the manufacturers of the United States have acquired skill in constructing them. 

That the duties to the Government on iron imported, especially when worked up, constitute a very 
large portion of the expense of procuring such iron. 

Your petitioners therefore pray that an act of Congress may be passed authorizing the South Carolina 
Canal and Railroad Company to import free of duty all such iron, manufactured or not manufactured, as 
may be required for the formation and completion of the roads they are authorized to construct by the 
aforesaid act of the Legislature of this State, and likewise all such steam and other engines and carriages 
as may be required in constructing the said railroads or in propelling carriages thereon when first 
completed. 

Your petitioners now present some reasons which to them seem sufficient to authorize the aid asked 
of Congress. 
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Of the projected roads, that required by the act of our Legislature to be first undertaken and com- 
pleted by the company will afford the safest, the cheapest, the most direct, and the most expeditious and 
certain communication between Charleston and Augusta, in Georgia, which town is opposite Hamburg, 
in this State. 

Not only the commercial prosperity of these places will be promoted, but Augusta, being a military 
depot of the United States, this road may properly claim the attention of Congress as one of national 
importance. All the reasons in favor of the best military roads between such important points as 
Charleston and Augusta are here strictly applicable. 

The other roads contemplated by the company, though not communicating directly with places where 
the United States at present have military depots, are yet important in many poirts of view as well for 
military as for commercial purposes. 

To promote objects similar to those now contemplated by the South Carolina Canal and Railroad 
Company, Congress have authorized large amounts of stock to be taken by Government in several 
companies, and have directed officers of the Government in the pay of the Government to make the 
necessary surveys and to discharge the other duties, as civil engineers, required by the companies. 

As yet no aid in either of these ways has been afforded to this section of our country; and what we 
now ask is neither the money of the Government nor the services of its officers, but merely that we be 
permitted to act for ourselves and to procure the necessary materials where they can be best obtained, if 
we are not trammelled by the operation of laws, which at all events, in this case, will act, if permitted 


to act, a public as well as private injury. 
JOHN GADSDEN, Intendant. 


By the Intendant: 
Wituiam Roacu, Clerk of Council. 
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AGAINST INCREASE OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APRIL 8, 1828. 


To the Congress of the United States : 

The memorial of the undersigned, inhabitants of the county of Dutchess and State of New York, 
respectfully represents: That your memorialists would feel themselves unwarranted in presenting them- 
selves to the notice of your honorable body were they not justified in the measure by the example of a portion 
of their fellow-citizens who entertain different opinions, and did we not believe it to be our duty to 
correct, so far as we can, what we are constrained to think are erroneous representations of the condition 
and sentiments of the inhabitants of Dutchess county. 

We have lately seen in circulation amongst us a memorial to your honorable body, soliciting 
additional protection for wool-growers and manufacturers, praying for the imposition of prohibitory duties 
upon foreign importations, and representing the agricultural, mechanical, manufacturing, and laboring 
population of this country as in a state of extreme depression, from which no relief could be hoped or 
expected unless through the interposition of Congress, by the adoption of the prohibitory, or, as it is 
sometimes termed, “the American system,” and that those classes of our citizens were generally importu- 
nate and eager that such an interference by Congress should be immediately attempted in their behalf. 

To the advocates of that memorial the undersigned very freely concede their claims to considerable 
numbers, great respectability, intelligence, and wealth, and undenied sincerity in their opinions; but with 
the same freedom we must beg leave, respectfully, to dissent from their representations, and to differ from 
their opinions. We have no wish to intimate or prescribe a policy for the adoption of Congress; we 
rather confide in their wisdom to discover and establish those just and equal measures of national legisla- 
tion which will operate for the public benefit, and do not presume that our sentiments or suggestions will 
enlighten their deliberations or affect their decisions; we therefore shall not in this memorial, except 
in a very limited degree, enter into a discussion to show the foundation of our belief, nor to point out the 
mistakes as to facts, nor the fallacies as to reasoning, in which our opponents have indulged with a 
latitude so unbounded, and with absurdities so glaring, as to produce great surprise on the part of this 
community, and almost an entire immolation of their own theories. We have an humbler object; we only 
claim that our condition, our opinions, and our wishes may be neither misrepresented nor misunderstood; 
and we therefore most respectfully represent to Congress that, in our judgment, the agricultural, 
manufacturing, and laboring population of Dutchess county is not in a depressed condition. We 
believe that our agriculturists are substantially prosperous and flourishing, and we think we hazard 
little in asserting that they were never more so; the time has been when their incomes were numerically 
greater, but the present prices which their produce commands affords them the means of purchasing land 
and all the necessaries of life, at the present value, in much greater abundance than was ever known 
before. It is with them as with every other class—one dollar is now worth what two were in former 
times; and if constant progressive improvement in cultivation, in buildings and enclosures, in stock and 
in implements; if freedom from embarrassment and debt; if the enjoyment of great abundance of the 
necessaries, comforts, and even luxuries of life; if the regular and steady accumulation of capital and 
wealth be any evidences (as we think they are) of the prosperity of those who possess and enjoy them, 
then do we confidently assert that our agricultural citizens are a prosperous and happy people. 

It is generally admitted that the wages of labor never before have been so high, in proportion to the 
expenses of subsistence; and the scarcity of labor, with the attending difficulty of procuring it, for all 
the common and domestic occupations of society, are subjects of universal complaint in this section of the 











1024 FINANCE. [No. 909. 





country. So far from there being an excess of labor there is a deficiency, and the industry of the people, 
instead of languishing and declining, is now actually impelled to unusual exertions by the almost 
unexampled productiveness of its efforts in every manual employment. 

We know of no distress among that meritorious class of our citizens who are engaged in 
mechanic occupations; their general comfort, independence, and success are plainly evident to all who 
are familiar with their condition; and their welfare and prosperity, being common to their fellow-citizeng 
of the laboring and agricultural classes, become and present a just occasion of public congratulation to 
all, and of sincere and unaffected gratitude to Heaven. 

Of the wool-growing and wool manufacturing interests in this country, had we relied on the common 
indications of prosperous circumstances, we should have believed that they also were participators in the 
general weal; and now entertain a different opinion only from a reliance on, and respect for, their uniform 
and reiterated declarations of their great disadvantages, and the imminent distress overshadowing their 
prospects. We respectfully present to Congress that we know of no class of our citizens, with the 
exceptions aforesaid, (if, indeed, these are exceptions,) who do not now receive a reasonable and com- 
petent recompense for their capital, skill, labor, and industry, employed in the various and diversified 
business of the country; that we know of no other interests which require additional encouragement or 
legislative protection. 

The transition of the civilized world from war to peace has terminated the career of hazardous 
speculation, uncertain pursuits, great vicissitudes, and individual extravagance incident to the one, and 
restored that serene condition of moderate emolument, regular employment, permanent uniformity, and 
practical economy which the benignity of Heaven has rendered inseparable from the other. Having 
accomplished this change, we believe that our country is now moving onward to the destiny which awaits 
her with sufficient rapidity for the development and establishment of her resources, her industry, and 
her wealth; that the natural increase and condensation of her population will of itself spontaneously 
supply the manufactures, and the undirected ingenuity of her citizens discover the proper time for the 
necessary and advantageous employment of her industry and capital; and that such an improvement is 
preferable to an artificial and premature cultivation of the pursuits and employments peculiar and 
appropriate to a more advanced period of our national existence. We therefore deprecate the introduction 
of any system which may change the present happy aspect of our affairs, and, by attempting to prove 
what is now reasonably good, lead to evils and injuries beyond the power of correction, and leave us 
worse instead of better. 

Against the prohibitory system, and against the bill now before the House of Representatives as a 
part of that system, and in our judgment amounting, if passed in the present form, to an interdict upon 
foreign importations, we beg leave, most respectfully and seriously, to remonstrate. 

We have long enjoyed, and as long flourished in the enjoyment of a system of moderate imports, 
unrestricted industry, and universal intercourse and interchange of our commodities with the other 
nations of the earth. Their restrictions and prohibitions have injured us less than themselves; what we 
have had to sell they have bought, and our purchases have been made with surplus productions for 
which no adequate demand could be furnished in the establishment of home manufacturing. When we 
cease to buy, we must also cease to sell; and the redundancy of our southern agricultural productions, 
consequent upon the loss of our foreign markets, must produce a ruinous reaction and destruction of the 
great and invaluable internal trade between the south and the north. The diminution of our national 
revenue, and the establishment of direct taxation, with the corrupting increase of smuggling, are evils 
which, in the minds of your memorialists, seem inseparable from the introduction of the prohibitory system. 

The destruction of much of our foreign commerce, and the ruin of a portion of our commercial and 
shipping interests, seem to us plainly incident to the same policy; and we cannot but advert to the 
encouragement which the wisdom of our country has hitherto bestowed upon them, as an argument most 
irresistibly enforced by all our past and present prosperity for still fostering and protecting them. Nor 
can your memorialists believe that a further increase of the tariff is necessary for our national independ- 
ence and honor. Our present advances furnish the elements of any requisite extension of manufacturing, 
and warrant the belief that any exigency of war or non-intercourse, however unexpected, would be soon 
met by the enterprise and habitual energy of our people. 

Unable to comprehend how the necessity of higher prices for woolen manufactures, so loudly asserted 
by the high tariff advocates, can possibly be reconciled with that reduction which these same men 
promise from domestic competition, we are constrained to aver our belief that the embarrassments and 
distress of which they now complain are to be imputed to their own injudicious investments and improvi- 
dent management, rather than to any inadequacy of recompense for skill, industry, and capital, when 
properly and economically employed in manufacturing. Still less can we comprehend the necessity of 
that exorbitant encouragement which they demand; and we trust that the wisdom and firmness of 
Congress will long hesitate before anything is conceded, and then yielded only on conviction, in moderate 
measures, and in gradual and almost imperceptible impositions. Especially do we hope this when we 
reflect that an increase of price in woolens (which, disguise it as they may, is the certain object and 
consequence of an increased tariff,) will fall with peculiar severity upon the laboring and poorer classes 
of our community, and be, in effect, helping those who least of all need assistance, by still more impover- 
ishing those who most of all should be protected. 

We disclaim any hostility to domestic manufactures; we wish them success and improvement, and 
we believe them in the path of prosperity and permanence; but we should regret to behold their advance- 
ment accelerated by any infringement upon other interests, or purchased at the expense and sacrifice of 
those branches of national industry which we have been taught to regard as equally, and perhaps more 
important and indispensable. 

In proclaiming these sentiments, your memorialists are aware that they incur the heavy censures of 
their opponents, who do not hesitate to impute our conduct to infatuated ignorance, or to motives of a 
more censurable character and still darker complexion. We have no wish to recriminate; and without 
professing more than common zeal and devotion for the public welfare, and claiming no more patriotism 
than we trust belongs to the great body of our citizens, we only ask that consideration for our opinions 
which they may rightfully expect from having received the sanction of our revolutionary sages, and the 
approbation of no small portion of the wisdom, and talents, and virtue of the succeeding and present 
generations. 

In conclusion, your memorialists would respectfully repeat that the county of Duchess is now 
substantially prosperous and flourishing; that the agricultural, laboring, and mechanical population are 
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gradually and permanently increasing in independence, comfort, and wealth; that if (as we should doubt) 
her wool-growers and wool manufacturers do require additional encouragement, a very moderate augment- 
ation of that which they now enjoy would be amply sufficient; and that the proposed increase of the 
tariff is, in our judgment, beyond the bounds of moderation and wisdom, and would inflict upon the great 
body of our citizens an injury infinitely greater than could be recompensed by any possible benefits to 
those who are its only advocates. And further, we do confidently represent to your honorable body that 
the views and opinions expressed in this memorial, in relation to the prohibitory system and the proposed 
tariff bill, are the common views and opinions of a large majority (if not of four-fifths) of the inhabitants 
of Dutchess county, and who, with us, humbly trust to the independence and. wisdom of Congress to 
protect us from the adoption of a system of no general utility, but pregnant with consequences of universal 
and indiscriminate public injury. 
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CHANGE OF FISCAL YEAR AND ITS EFFECT ON REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APRIL 11, 1828. 


Treasury Department, April 5, 1828. 


Sir: I had the honor to receive your letter of the 20th of last month, informing me that the Committee 
of Ways and Means had come to the conclusion that it was expedient to make an appropriation during 
the present session for the first quarter of the year 1829, and asking any suggestions from me as to the 
effect of such an appropriation upon the accounts and estimates of future years; and whether, if the future: 
appropriations should be made for an entire year, the fiscal year for expenditures would not be different 
from that for revenue; and, if this would be the case, whether any unavoidable confusion in the accounts 
of the Treasury would be the result, so as to render it more difficult to compare the annual appropriations 
with the annual expenditure. A wish is intimated in the conclusion of your letter that should any mode 
occur to me by which the confusion above apprehended may be avoided, otherwise than by two separate 
estimates and appropriations in each year, I would state it. 

Many of the returns and accounts of the year, relating to the revenue, being first received and 
formally made up at the Register’s office, and the estimate of appropriations being also, in part, formally 
made up there, I referred your letter to that office in the first instance, and beg leave to enclose herewith, 
for the information of the committee, two communications in reply, dated the 26th and 28th of March. 

On considering the subject-matter of your letter, my belief is that the best mode of reconciling the 
determination of the committee to make an appropriation during the present session for the first quarter of 
1829, with the convenience of the Treasury and the public service generally, will be to give permanence 
to the change by altering the fiscal year also; making the latter terminate for the future with the first 
three months of the year, and always passing the appropriation bills before the first of April. I do not 
see how the evils hinted at in your letter, and confirmed by the statements of the Register, are otherwise 
to be avoided. The change of the fiscal year will, doubtless, lead to some inconvenience. But it is 
believed that it will be temporary. There is no necessary connexion between the close of the fiscal and 
that of the calendar year; and the change proposed, once in operation, may be expected, with the aid of 
time, and the repeal of such existing laws as the change may call for, to accommodate itself to all parts 
of the public business. A distinct set of Treasury books may be necessary for the first quarter of the 
year as stated by the Register; but this will be necessary only for a single year, should the change 
become permanent. 

I enclose the estimates of the first quarter of 1829, in answer to that part of your letter desiring to 
be furnished with them. Also, drafts of the bills, in blank, as usual. It is only to-day that they have 
been completed. 

I have the honor to remain your most obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 

Hon. Georce McDurrie, Chairman Committee of Ways and Means, 

House of Representatives of the United States. 





Treasury Departsent, Register’s Office, March 26, 1828. 


The Register has the honor to submit to the Secretary of the Treasury the following statement in 
relation to the proposed change in the fiscal year. 

It has been the practice since the commencement of the present Government to open annually a new 
set of books, which embrace a period from the Ist of January to the 31st of December, in which are entered 
all receipts, expenditures, and appropriations, together with all personal accounts which are operated on 
within that period. If the proposed change is carried into effect, a new set of books would be required 
for the three months from the Ist of January to the 31st of March, 1829, and thereafter to commence with 
the proposed new fiscal year on the Ist of April, 1829. 

The annual printed public accounts of receipts and expenditures are, by a resolution of the House of 
Representatives of the 30th of December, 1791, required to be rendered to Congress to the last day of 
December in each year. That resolution would require amendment, so as to provide for the proposed 
change, and also for the three months which would occur between the Ist of January and the 31st of 
March, 1829. 


VoL. v——129 B 
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By the 8th section of the act of the Ist of May, 1820, to the annual estimates of appropriations is 
required to be annexed the balances of the appropriations of the previous year; that section would require 
to be amended also, so as to provide for any change in the fiscal year. 

The contemplated change in the fiscal year cannot, in any manner, affect either the books of the 
revenue or the annual statements. Estimates of revenue from duties on imports will continue to be made 
as usual, and the payments into the Treasury from customs be made up quarterly. 

In rendering two separate estimates, and making two separate appropriations, none of the changes 
mentioned in the foregoing would be required, as the appropriations made for the first quarter of each 
year would not interfere with those made for the preceding year; they would be entered in the books of 
the year to which they relate, subject to be drawn only in the year for which they were appropriated. 

If the proposed change is not carried into effect, it would greatly facilitate the passage of the appro- 
priation acts, by authority to transmit the estimates to Congress within the first week of the session, 
accompanied with the probable amount of balances of appropriations, instead of the actual specific 
balances as now rendered; to effect which, the only change necessary to be made would be to amend the 
8th section of the act of the Ist of May, 1820. The Committee of Ways and Means would thereby gain 
three or four weeks, and the balances of appropriations could be rendered, as heretofore, within the first 
week in January. 

Respectfully submitted. 

JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 





Treasury Department, Register’s Office, March 28, 1828, 


Sir: Ihave perused with attention the letter of the honorable the Chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means relative to the effect the making an appropriation during the present session for the 
‘first quarter of 1829, and the making, hereafter, appropriations for an entire year from the Ist of April, 
would have upon the accounts and estimates of future years; particularly whether it would not necessarily 
result from that measure that the fiscal year for expenditures would be different from that of revenue; 
and, in case the appropriations were so made, whether a comparison would not be rendered more difficult 
between the annual appropriations and the annual expenditures, and beg leave to observe that, with 
respect to reconciling the annual appropriation and expendituress no difficulties are anticipated; but that, 
in every other respect, those suggested by Mr. McDuffie will, to a great degree, be occasioned by the 
contemplated measure, unless a change is also made as regards the revenue year; this change, however, 
may be effected with but little inconvenience; without it, the confusion suggested, it is apprehended, can 
only be obviated by having two separate estimates and two distinct appropriations included in one act 
for the year; and even should this plan be approved of, some inconvenience may arise from the impractica- 
bility of rendering to Congress the balances of appropriations that would remain unapplied on the 31st of 
March, and an estimate of the sums then to be carried to the surplus fund. 

Should the contemplated changes as to the periods for the appropriations not be adopted, it is 
respectfully submitted, as a measure that would facilitate the passage of the appropriation acts for the 
calendar year as heretofore, that the estimates for the services of the following year be laid before Congress 
within the first week of the session, and that in lieu of the statements required by the act of the Ist of May, 
1820, they be accompanied with estimates; and that the statements, contemplated by that act, of the 
balances of appropriations remaining unsatisfied on the 31st of December, and of the specific sums that will 
now be required to defray expenses incurred in a previous year, be laid before Congress during the first 
week of January; to effect this arrangement, it will be necessary to amend the 8th section of the act above 
referred to; its adoption will place in the hands of the committee the annual estimates sooner in the 
session by three weeks than they have heretofore received them. 

The estimates for the first quarter of 1829, requested by the committee, are in preparation, and will 
be transmitted at an early day. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


Hon. Ricnarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 


|N. B.—The estimates of appropriations for the first quarter of 1829 are omitted here. | 
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OPERATIONS OF THE MINT IN 18217. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APRIL 16, 1828. 


Treasury Department, April 14, 1828. 


Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith three statements, marked A, B, and C, which have been 
prepared by the Comptroller of the Treasury, pursuant to the seventh section of the act of Congress 
passed on the 2d of April, 1792, entitled “An act establishing a Mint, and regulating the coins of the 
United States.” 

These statements contain all the information relative to the transactions of the Mint which the settle- 
ments made at the Treasury afford. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

RICHARD RUSH. 
Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
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A. 


Statement exhibiting the balance of the gold and silver bullion remaining in the hands of the officers of the Mint 
December 31, 1826; the amount deposited from January 1 to December 31, 1827; the different species of 
coins made and paid on account of deposits; allowances for wastage; and the balance remaining in the 
hands of the officers of the Mint December 31, 1827, to be accounted for on a future settlement, viz: 


GOLD. 


Oz. dwts. grs. 


Balance of gold bullion remaining in the hands of the officers of the 
























































er ee a6 7 3 $711 16 
Gold bullion deposited from January 1 to December 31, 1827....... 7,415 2 9 131,824 123 
EAA ARR AACS ES hy ine. o3 od raat 6 PRR aN eK 7,455 9 10 132,536 8} 
Amount paid for deposits of gold from January 1 to December 31, 1827.............. $128,563 934 
Amount deposited in the Bank of the United States December 31, 1827...... neweee 860 44 
Balance in the hands of the Treasurer of the Mint December 31, 1827................ 2,600 00 
oe 132,023 98 
Deduct as follows: Amount deposited in the Bank of the United States December 31, 1826. 458 98 
131,565 00 
; . Oz. dwts. grs. 
Gold coins made at the Mint from January 1 to December 31, 1827— 
2,800 quarter and 24,913 half eagles........... cece eee eee 7,400 10 21 $131,565 00 
Allowances to the melter and refiner and chief coiner for wastage for . 
ii CRs ae WSN N EN EPS ARRAN CESK ERMA ROS 2S RD 18 00 4 320 14 
Gold bullion in the hands of the officers of the Mint December 31, 1827. 36 18 9 650 144 
SRC RV UNA cho eae TARs eee Sa wv aL duuEseewekes 7,455 9 10 132,536 84 
SILVER. 
. Oz. dwts. grs. 
Balance of silver bullion remaining in the hands of the officers of the 
Pe I TS OIG ois ve RK dee chee eSRRGO see ew ees 529,052 2 19 $610,445 42 
Silver bullion deposited from January 1 to December 31, 1827...... 2,028,104 8 0 2,340,120 00 
CE ee a rr ere eT ee 2,557,156 10 19 2,950,565 42 
Amount paid for deposits of silver from January 1 to December 31, 1827............. 2,864,263 184 
Amount deposited in the Bank of the United States December 31, 1827.............. 5,137 454 
Balance in the hands of the Treasurer of the Mint December 31, 1827............... 3 21k 
2,869,403 854 
Deduct as follows: Amount deposited in the Bank of the United States and in the hands 
of the Treasurer of the Mint December 31, 1826............ ccc eee e cece cenes 203 854 
2,869,200 00 
Oz. dwts. grs. 
Silver coins made at the Mint from January 1 to December 31, 1827— 
1,215,000 dimes, 4,000 quarter and 5,493,400 half dollars ...... 2,486,640 00 0 $2,869,200 00 
Allowances made to melter and refiner and chief coiner for wastage 
Is 5 ANE een WiC rade ees ed ee ketenes eetns 6,082 15 2 7,018 55 
Silver bullion in the hands of the officers of the Mint December 31, 1827. 64,433 15 17 74,346 87 
2.557,156 1019 2,950,565 42 


BEES RE OR Rc eg rae a ee a ee Eee eT ee a 








LUND WASHINGTON, Clerk. 


Comprrotier’s Orrice, April 11, 1828. 
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B. 


The Mint of the United States in account for copper purchased from the commencement of the institution to 
Dr. December 31, 1827. Cr. 








ee ate 
i 
Cost of copper. | 


| 


Value of cop- 
per,at the rate 
of 7 dwts. toa 
cent. 





Troy weight. Troy weight. 











lbs. oz. dut.| 


} 

| 
| |, By amount of rough copper and copper 
| i planchets accounted for from the com- 

| 
| | 
| | 
| 


lbs, oz. dut | 
To amount of rough copper and copper 
planchets purchased from the com- | 
mencement of the institution to De- 
cember 31, 1826, per statement marked 


mencement of the institution to De- | 
cember 31, 1826, per statement marked | 


B, accompanying the Comptroller’s let- B, accompanying the Comptroller’s 


ter of February 23, 1827......... seeces 1,704,479 9 13 $447,679 13 |) letter of February 23, 1827..........4- 1,628,195 9 17 | $553,720 174 
To cost of 145 casks of copper planchets | | By amount of cents deposited by the | 
| Treasurer of the Mint to the credit of 


purchased from William Harrold & Son | 


and M. R. Bolton, and charged in the | 
in the year 1827........ cccccccccccces 63,905 1 4 21,910 32 


By amount of the par value of 69,181 lbs. 
7dwt. 18 grs, of copper planchets, pur- 
| chased and received in the second and 


| 
second and third quarters of 1827, re- | 
ceived per the ships Tuscarora, Ann, | 


| the Treasurer of the United States 
Telegraph, and Lancaster, weighing | | 

| 
! 


56,926 lbs. 10 oz. avoirdupois ..... cece! 69,181 7 18 15,147 15 |) 
To loss in exchange on remittances to third quarters of 1827, over the cost 
Mhereof ..cc0e cecccccccces cocccs 000000] .0000s ceccse coceee 8,573 071 


By amount of spoiled and damaged plan- 
chets, received from the chief coiner 
in the second quarter of 1827.;....... 102 4 12 

By amount allowed the chief coiner for 

| loss in the weight of copper delivered 

to him December 30, 1826, and June 


R. Bolton, in payment for copper, as 

charged in the second and third quarters | 

OF ABET. sbnsoweess dees cccnscce ccc cece oc cccccccccccccces 1,792 56 || 
To amount paid M. R. Bolton for interest 


upon the balance due him in account | 
for the purchase of copper, as charged | 
| 


William Harrold & Son and Matthew 
| 
| 


| 
| 


























ERE BIL UNITE. OF BURT os cnneeecnees>|e5sissdaeseceneses 201 15 30 1827 ...cccveccccccccessccccevccss 682 1 16 
Amount and cost of copper.......... | 1,773,661 5 11 464,819 99 | Amount accounted for .......- see! 1,692,885 5 9 584,203 57 
Amount gained on coinage to December | Balances on hand December 31, 1826: 
7 eee oe ore RP Beseeoeel ica nackuceeoseces 147.078 202!| 
, : *|| In hands of the Treasurer of the Mint, 
| CORNET seus iesscsscceseseveses seeeeene 17,348 9 19 5,948 17 
| In hands of the Treasurer of the Mint, 
|| uncoined..... .-...+s0+ o eeesccccccees 13,735 0 17 4,709 16} 
| in hands of the chief coiner, uncoined.. 49,692 1 6 17,037 29 
| seis, saws 
1,773,661 5 11 | 611,898 192] 1,773,661 5 11) 611,893 193 
| 





LUND WASHINGTON, Clerk, 


CoMPTROLLER’S OFFICE, 4prl 11, 1€27, 





C. 


Summary statement exhibiting the value of the coins made at the Mint; the amount of disbursements on account 
of the establishment; the amount allowed for wastage; the amount retained of deposits, and the amount 
gained on the coinage of copper, from the commencement of the institution to December 31, 1827, viz: 

Value of gold, silver, and copper coinage up to December 31, 1826.................- $27,502,462 96 

Gold coins made from January 1 to December 31, 1827, per account A. $131,565 00 

Silver coins made from January 1 to December 31, 1827, per account A. 2,869,200 00 


Copper coins made from January 1 to December 31, 1827, per account B. 21,910 32 
3,022,675 32 








30,525,138 28 








Total value, gold, silver, and copper ...............--e.008- se, ia tah ile ek 
Net charge on the coinage of gold, silver, and copper to December 31, 
BONES sk: Wawons PEGE beds es CEERECCRANSE ORS OA ER DES W os $532,137 04 
Add amount gained on the coinage of copper to the same period.... 132,195 544 





664,332 584 


From which deduct: 
Amount of wastage on gold and silver to December 31, 


LRA RES NRO Oi $92,779 41} 
Also the amount of wastage from January 1 to Decem- 
gg Ay ame errr eee Terre ree 7,338 69 


100,118 104 








$564,214 48 
Add amount disbursed on account of the establishment from January 1 to December 31, 
Stak ckeeax ate eh wan be CALs COR ORE LES Vee iSite ecw wake each Pike eR 


Carried forward....... .... 594,467 25 


30,252 77 
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Brought forward............ $594,467 25 
Add also the amount of wastage on gold and silver to December 31, 
aati ee SUR d ipiGe Shien a «6 sh Caen dak aeus $100,118 10} 
From the above deduct: 
The amount retained from deposits to December 31, 
ES OT Tee eT TE eT TTT Te Tee Tee ere $17,087 00 
Also this sum from January 1 to December 31, 1827. 1,949 66 
spain 19,036 66 
81,081 443 





675,548 69} 
Deduct amount gained on the coinage of copper from the commencement of the institu- 
e505 50 65548 hasan a Ke Rae ede ba erKaeseednseriases 147,078 204 





Net amount chargeable to the coinage of gold, silver, and copper from the commence- 
ment of the institution to December 31, 1827, including the cost of lots, buildings, 
I cra rte Ws 0 RW RNAS EEG RSA ANSE EONS HESER REA HORS Rw OS 528,470 49 








LUND WASHINGTON, Clerk. 
Comprrotier’s Orrice, April 11, 1828. 
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ASSAYS OF FOREIGN COINS AT THE MINT IN 1827. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APRIL 16, 1828. 


Treasury Department, April 14, 1828. 


Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith a report, received at this Department, from the Director 
of the Mint, of assays of foreign coins made at that institution during the past year. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 


Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





Mint or tHe Unitep Srates, Philadelphia, December 31, 1827. 


Sir: Comformably to general instructions from the Treasury Department, assays have been made of 
the foreign coins current by law in the United States, and the result thereof is now respectfully sub- 
mitted. 

FOREIGN GOLD COINS. 


From the assayer’s report it appears that the gold coins of Great Britain contain 22 parts of fine 
gold in 24 parts; those of Portugal, 21 31-32 parts of fine gold in 24 parts; those of France, 21 11-16 
parts of fine gold in 24 parts; and those of Spain, 20 15-16 parts of fine gold in 24 parts. 

Standard gold of the United States contains 22 parts fine in 24 parts; and the eagle, of ten dollars, 
contains 270 grains of standard gold. The value per pennyweight of the gold coins of Great Britain, 
deduced from the present assay, will therefore be 88.89 cents; that of the gold coins of Portugal, 88.76 
cents; that of the gold coins of France, 87.62 cents; and that of the gold coins of Spain, 84.59 cents. 

In relation to the gold coins of Great Britain and Portugal, the above values correspond with the 
mean of former assays. In relation to those of France and Spain, this conformity is less exact; the 
deviation from it is not, however, of such moment as to disturb the ordinary estimate of their value 
founded on average results. By a careful investigation of the subject in 1826, the value of the gold coins 
of France was ascertained to be 87.37 cents per pennyweight, and that of the gold coins of Spain, 84.28 
cents per pennyweight. 

FOREIGN SILVER COINS. 


The Spanish milled dollar appears, from the assayer’s report, to contain 10 ounces 15 pennyweights 
12 grains of fine silver in 12 ounces. Standard silver of the United States contains 10 ounces 14 penny- 
weights 4 5-13 grains of fine silver in 12 ounces; and the dollar of the United States contains 416 grains 
of standard silver. The value, therefore, of Spanish milled dollars, according to the present assay, will 

be 116 1-10 cents per ounce. Their ordinary value by tale may be estimated at 100 cents 3 mills. 
. The legal currency of the crowns of France and five franc pieces having ceased within the present 
year, those coins have not been considered as requiring a formal examination and report. It may be 
satisfactory, however, on the present occasion to remark that, according to the result of former assays, 
the value of the crowns of France is 117 7-10 cents per ounce, and that of the five franc pieces, 116 4-10 
cents per ounce. The ordinary value by tale of the French crown may be estimated at 109 cents 3 
mills, and that of the five franc piece at 93 cents 2 mills. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 

SAML MOORE. 


Hon. Ricuarp Rusu, Secrelary of the Treasury. 
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SURPLUS REVENUE, PAYMENT OF THE PUBLIC DEBT, AND REDUCTION OF DUTIES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE APRIL 21, 1828. 


Mr. Sairn, of Maryland, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the following resolution, 
offered by Mr. Benton— 


Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be instructed to inquire whether any error has occurred in 
the construction of the fourth section of the act entitled ‘An act to provide for the redemption of the public 
debt,” passed the 3d day of March, 1817, in reference to the amount of surplus revenue to be retained in 
the Treasury; and if so, to report an amendment for restoring the section to its true intent and meaning; 

Also, that the same committee be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so altering and amend- 
ing the same section (if no error be found in the construction thereof) as to reduce the amount of surplus 
revenue required by that section to remain in the Treasury from two millions of dollars to one million, or 
less; 
Also, that the same committee be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so altering and amend- 
ing the fifth section of the same act as to vest the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund with a discretionary 
instead of a limited authority in making purchases of the public debt at its market price, whenever, in their 
judgment, such purchases can be made bene ficially for the interests of the United States, and when the 
state of the Sinking Fund and existing engagements will permit them to do so; 

Also, that the same committee be ‘instructed to make a report to the Senate, showing within what time 
the present debt of the United States may probably be paid off, and upon what articles, and to what 
amount, the present duties may then be reduced or abolished, consistently with the general interests of 


the whole Union— 


Reported: That, with a view that the Senate may have the subject fully before them, the committee have 
deemed it proper to submit the fourth section of the “ Act to provide for the redemption of the public debt,” 
passed 3d March, 1817. 

“Section 4. And be it further enacted, That after the year one thousand eight hundred and seventeen, 
whenever there shall be, at any time after an adjournment of Congress in any year, a surplus of money 
in the Treasury above the sums appropriated for the service of such year, the payment of which to the 
Commissioners of the Sinking Fund will yet leave in the Treasury at the end of the year a balance equal 
to two millions of dollars, then such surplus shall be, and the same is hereby, appropriated to the Sinking 
Fund, to be paid at such times as the situation of the Treasury will best permit; and shall be applied by 
the Commissioners thereof to the purchase or redemption of the public debt.” 

The operation of that section did not, it appears, commence until after the expiration of the year 
1817; the third section directed how the surplus funds in that year should be applied, viz: That, in addition 
to the ten million appropriated annually as a Sinking Fund for the discharge of the principal and interest 
of the public debt, there should be paid during the year 1817 a further sum of nine millions towards the 
redemption of the principal; and a further sum of four millions to be paid to the Commissioners of the 
Sinking Fund, to be considered by them as an advance on the appropriation for the ten millions payable 
in the year 1818. 

The committee are of opinion that the construction of the fourth section of the act to provide for 
the redemption of the public debt, “in reference to the amount of surplus revenue to be retained in the 
Treasury,” as at present understood, is correct; and that, of course, it is deemed by tle committee unne- 
cessary to propose any amendment. 

The committee are also of opinion that it would be inexpedient to reduce the amount of surplus 
revenue, required by the 4th section to remain in the Treasury, from two to one million. 

The committee understand that the construction at the Treasury of the fourth section and the opera- 
tion under it is, that if at any time after the adjournment of Congress it should appear that there will be 
in the Treasury at the expiration of the year a surplus over and above two millions of dollars, after 

satisfying all claims on the Treasury, then such surplus must be applied to the redemption of the principal 
of the public debt. 

The Treasurer appears *to have considered the reservation of two millions of dollars as discretionary, 
to be retained or not, as the Secretary might deem advisable for the public interest. It does not appear 
that the two millions has ever been retained; a more particular view, however, of that point will be taken 
hereafter. 

The committee addressed a note to the Secretary of the Treasury on all the points of the resolution. 
His answer, with the documents A, B, C, are herewith submitted as part of their report, viz: 


Treasury Deparrment, March 24, 1828. 


Sir: I had the honor to receive, some days ago, your letter of the 11th instant, and immediately gave 
directions for preparing the further information which you request. Such, however, has been the pressure 
of business on the Department that it has not been completed as early as was desired. 

In the statement which is herewith enclosed, marked B, the Register has incorporated with the 
substance of his former statement, transmitted to you with my letter of the 10th instant, some additional 
matter, which it is believed will exhibit the subject in a clearer view. 

It will be perceived that the balance stated to be in the Treasury in 1817 was the balance on the 
first of January of that year, and was applied, together with a larger sum, to the payment of the debt, 
under the several provisions of the Sinking Fand act, which was passed on the 3d of March following. 
But after applying all that could be employ ed in that w ay, a large balance remained on the Ist of January, 
1818, which also was applied, with other moneys, in that year to the payment of the debt. It was during 
that year, and that alone, that any applications of moneys under the 4th section of the Sinking Fund act 
has been made. The state and prospects of the Treasury at the time that application was determined 
upon did, no doubt, authorize the determination; yet it appears probable that the estimate of the receipts 
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into the Treasury, upon which it was formed, was not realized; it being apparent from this statement 
that the Treasury was exhausted by the application, and left at the close of the year without the means 
of satisfying the outstanding appropriations. In the next six years the amount of debt redeemable was 
not sufficient to absorb even the amount of the annual appropriation of ten millions for those years. 
Consequently, there could have been no application of any surplus, if any surplus had existed. During 
part of that time, however, so far from there being a surplus, the means of the Treasury proved inadequate 
even to discharge such portions of the debt as were then redeemable, and recourse was had to loans. On 
January 1, 1823, there appears, as you have remarked, to have been a small surplus; but it was a surplus 
remaining after the application to the debt of all that could be so employed—no more being then redeemable. 
The surplus of upwards of five millions, which remained on the Ist of January, 1824, was under the same 
circumstances. That sum was, however, applied, with other moneys, during that year to the purchase of 
7 per cent. stock, under the authority of an act passed on the 22d of January, 1824. Indeed, the payments 
on account of the debt during that year were so great, amounting for principal and interest to upwards 
of sixteen millions and a half, as again to exhaust the Treasury. During the years 1825, 1826, and 1827, 
when the amount of the public debt redeemable was sufficient to give full activity to the operation of the 
Sinking Fund, the payments on account of the principal and interest exceeded twelve millions, eleven 
millions, and ten millions, for those years successively. It was not, however, until the close of the years 
1826 and 1827 that any surpluses of money remained in the Treasury; and these amounted, as statement 
B shows, to little more than a million. But whether there would be such a surplus could not be clearly 
foreseen at the time when the Commissioners decided upon the amount of the last payment to be made in 
the year. That decision was made in the month of September in those years, it being deemed equitable 
and proper to give three months’ notice to the holders of the stock which was to be paid off. At those 
periods the condition and prospects of the Treasury were not considered such as to render prudent the 
application of a greater sum than was then determined upon; and as that sum would in each case exceed 
the ten millions appropriated for the year, no sufficient reason was perceived for exposing the Treasury to 
the hazard of making engagements beyond its means. 

In their deliberations upon those occasions the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund had fully under 
view the 4th section of the act of the 3d of March, 1817. In determining upon the amount that should 
be applied to the debt, it has been intended, at all events, to pay within each year the annual appropria- 
tion of ten millions, and to pay also such further sum as would leave in the Treasury at the end of the 
year an amount adequate to the discharge of such appropriations as the public service would require to 
be satisfied. As long as there remained from previous years any sum unpaid of the annual appropriation 
of ten millions, they have not considered themselves as precluded from applying such further sum to that 
object, although the surplus in the Treasury should, by such application, be reduced below two millions, 
In doing so, they have believed that they were giving to the Sinking Fund act the most liberal interpreta- 
tion of which it is susceptible; for it may perhaps be doubted whether the balances of the annual 
appropriations of ten millions ought not to be carried to the surplus fund at the end of two years in the 
same manner as Other unapplied appropriations. Indeed, there is high authority in favor of this disposi- 
tion of those balances, the opinion that they should be so disposed of having been expressed in a report 
of the Committee of Ways and Means made to the House of Representatives on April 14, 1820. My 
predecessor in this Department inclined to the same opinion, as would appear by a report made by him to 
the House of Representatives on February 5, 1823, though he did not act under that opinion. 

The conclusion to which the Commissioners came in examining this subject, viz: that those appropria- 
tions which would remain unsatisfied at the close of the year, and which the public service required to be 
satisfied, must be provided for before any moneys in the Treasury can be held applicable under the 4th 
section of the Sinking Fund act, is believed to be a sound one. It is in accordance with the opinion which 
has heretofore prevailed at the Treasury, and with that decisively expressed by the Committee of Ways 
and Means in their report to the House of Representatives of February 5, 1826. The balances of appropria- 
tions which are presented in the annual Treasury report as chargeable upon the balance in the Treasury 
at the close of the year, and which are also exhibited in connexion with the estimates under the directions 
of the act of May 1, 1820, are believed to be fully within the terms of the 4th section of the Sinking 
Fund act, as “the sums appropriated for the service of such year;” and if so, no part of that balance can 
be applied under the 4th section, unless it is ‘a surplus of money in the Treasury above such sums,” and 
a surplus, too, “which will yet leave in the Treasury a balance equal to two millions of dollars.” It may 
be remarked in favor of this construction, that a comparison between the balance of the sums appropriated 
for the service of the year and the amount of money in the Treasury would, if made at any other period 
of the year, present a result less favorable to the application; as will be seen by a statement which has 
just been prepared for the Senate, and a copy of which is enclosed, marked A. 

By an examination of the two statements which accompany this letter it will be perceived that, 
since the first year after the passing of the Sinking Fund act, in which the sum of four millions nine hundred 
and seventy-eight thousand one hundred and seventy-seven dollars and sixteen cents was applied, there 
has not been, at any time, any surplus of money in the Treasury after the adjournment of Congress which 
could be applied under the 4th section of the act, according to any construction that can be given to it. 

In examining whether the limitation contained in the 4th section should be repealed, there are many cir- 
cumstances to be taken into consideration. It is to be observed that the revenue of the United States, 
which is derived almost entirely from foreign commerce, must, from its nature, be precarious. And while 
the credit system prevails, (a system, however, under which both the commerce and revenue of the 
country have, in the main, prospered,) it is exposed to additional uncertainty. Any great commercial 
disaster which would put it out of the power of a considerable portion of the merchants to discharge their 
custom-house bonds at any given time with punctuality would in all probability put it out of the power 
of the Government to fulfil its engagements; for, it will be seen that all the money in the Treasury at 
any given time is not equal, upon an average of the last ten years, to one-fifth of the annual expenditure, 
and would suffice for the public service for but little more than two months. It would seem, therefore, 
the part of a prudent Government not to expose its operations unnecessarily to any increased hazard, or, 
indeed, to any hazard, for the prospect of an inconsiderable advantage. For the sake of fulfilling those 
engagements for which the public faith is pledged some risk is to be encountered. And although the 
experience of the past has not been without warnings, as will be recollected in regard to one of the instal- 
ments of the Louisiana debt, yet it may be fairly considered as justifying all the actual risks. But 
beyond that, the question becomes altogether one of policy, in which the probable pecuniary gain—a proba- 
bility, perhaps remote, is to be weighed against the higher advantages of certainty in all those operations 
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of the Government which depend upon pecuniary means, and in the fulfilment of all the national obli- 
gations. 

It is also to be kept in mind that, as the money in the Treasury is collected and disbursed at various 
places throughout the Union, it is for the public convenience distributed among various banks of deposit, 
including the Bank of the United States, its nineteen branches, and several State banks. In the principal 
cities the payments by the banks amount frequently to very large sums in the course of a day; and as 
it cannot always be foreseen at what precise times, or to what amount, these payments may be required, 
it is necessary that a considerable sum should be generally in bank to meet them. It appears, by a 
statement prepared for the Senate, that the average amount of public money remaining on deposit in the 
Bank of the United States and all its branches, for the last ten years, is less than three millions of dollars; 
which sum, divided between the bank and its branches, yields an average of less than one hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars for each. And of this sum a portion is often in transitu between the branches at 
which it has been collected and those at which it is required for the public service. 

It was, doubtless, upon a view of these, among other considerations, that the Legislature limited the 
application of the surplus in the Treasury to the amount of the excess over two millions. The reasons 
of policy which prevailed then exist still. And since the act of May 1, 1820, which, at the close of every 
year, casts aside those appropriations which will not be required, and confines the estimated charge upon 
the Treasury to such as are necessary for the public service, the limit is the more necessary to be pre- 
served. And I am free to confess, in answer to your inquiry as to my own opinion, that it does not appear 
to be advisable to alter the law. 

I have the honor to remain, with the greatest respect, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 





Hon. 8S. Sarra, Chairman of the Committee on Finance, Senate. 


A. 


Statement of the balances of appropriations which were unsatisfied on the first day of each year, from 1817 to 
1827, inclusive; the amount of appropriations for each year; the aggregate of the balances at the commence- 
ment of and the appropriations for each year; the payments on account of these appropriations to the end 
of the quarter in which the adjournment of Congress took place in each year, from 1817 to 1827, inclusive; 
exhibiting also the balances of appropriations that remained to be satisfied at the end of the said quarters, 
and the means in the Treasury to meet those balances; also the payments on account of the debt under the 

fourth section of the act of the 3d of March, 1817. 
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1819.00 cececeee 
1820. .ccccee cove 
1821... cecccecces 
1822... cee sccces 
1823 .cccerce 
1824..00..sccccces 
1825 ..cccevecsces 
1OW: ccescceee 
1827... cc cecece 


$4,686,012 04 
4,618,796 22 
5, 432,379 12 

c 3,140,476 36 

c 5,399,619 04 

c 2,738,316 41 

c 2,746,260 90 

¢ 3,001,500 v1 

¢ 3,228,627 91 

¢ 4,352,909 78 

c 4,294,175 71 








$34, 759, 460 38 
21,996,715 08 
24,109, 459 80 
25,497,553 26 
18, 435, 466 61 
20,508, 0!7 31 
20, 190,113 81 
25, 830,635 95 
22, 892,544 72 
23,255,413 09 
23, 172,095 39 





$39,445,472 42 
29,615,511 30 
29,541,833 92 
QR, 638,029 62 
23, 835,085 65 


23,246,334 22 | 


2,936,374 71 
2, 832,136 60 
26, 121,172 63 
27,608,322 87 
27, 466,272 10 


| $10, 122, 298 70 

19, 908, 628 06 
| 5,751,967 12 
| 11,975,998 74 
| 5,896,286 24 
8, 902, 410 73 
| 4,471,601 O1 

13,637,492 97 
| 5,670,631 12 
| 14,190, 010 O1 
4,802, 858 06 


| 
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$29, 323,173 72 
9,706, 883 24 
23, 789,71 8) 
16,662, 790 83 
17,499, 797 41 
14,343, 923 49 
18, 464,773 70 
15, 194,643 09 
20,450,541 51 
13, 418,312 86 
22,663,414 04 





$22, 690,957 74 
5,810,468 00 
2,065,495 48 
2,628,737 58 

a 
2,497,418 00 
5, 165,066 30 
7,855,791 15 
6, 753,949 08 
4,079,057 20 


7,293, 113 23 | 


$6,632,215 98 
3,896,415 24 
21,724,376 32 
14,034,053 30 
18,276,544 01 
11,846,505 49 
13,299, 707 40 
15, 338, 851 94 
13,696,592 43 
9,339,255 66 
15, 370,300 81 








b $4,978,177 16 


seer ere a cesese 





a Balance against the Treasury on the Ist of April, 1821, $776,746 60. 
b As this sum was actually applied in 1818, under the fourth section of the act of the 3d March, 1817, it is presumed that the state of the Treasury 
did at some period of the year justify the application, although the money in the Treasury (including unavailable funds) at the end of the year amounted 
to only $1,478, 526 74, (per stutement B,) and the unsatisfied appropriation at the same period to $5, 432,379 12. 
e The balances are exclusive of the balances unapplied of the annual appropriation of $10,000,000 on account of the debt, as particularly noted in 
the accompanying statement C. 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, March 19, 1828. 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
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FINANCE. 





C. 


Statement of the amount which remained unapplied of the annual appropriation of $10,000,000 on account of 
the public debt, at the end of each year, from 1819 to 1827, inclusive. 


ee ares ohare i tl BS a ae bins $2.296,178 13 
NEES LE NRE CRE PENT aR ee 3,667,663 85 
OE A ERS See nas bce irene gear 5,300,570 23 
ed 5 608 in Dh UAE eeu eee 7,451,410 56 
SE Pe lt io alin coogi Bias ae tox ranadng bhatt 11,921,604 70 
Oe es elo a Lie caine deal xis sen Sh ewan 5,353,210 94 
Oe ih od 5 sc ony peau ORR ame ov awne SES 3,256,166 16 
Ee Riis, dais eee oat Cheek uh et 2214,721 56 
ie bina asta asleanala scr eR Rue MuKnIiE wees 9,218,185 57 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury Department, Register’s Office, March 19, 1828. 





D. 


Statement exhibiting the payments on account of the principal and interest of the public debt, by the semi-annual 
application of $5,000,000, until its final extinction. 





























Principal. Interest. 
| ee eer rere Pe Chiba ina nics by dakevesGaswe exsen $1,639,042 12 
PEEP PORONET oc csnvicsesecoss er Me lok Gea eaw Cae eee NS 1,489,042 12 
CS io Shs CERE WSK ERS SD ere eida sawends bak aaeKernece 1,432,884 65 
oe ee 5 MUTE ETEE TCE EE cbr bins ek vatwa tees eee Eee 1,325,871 19 
ere iMeavaeass IE EE Chas Gra ks baw kee se eS wehbe 1,215,647 33 
5 Meee ee eT eee TE ME 55 VSG dS T REE SAHREN CRD Se0D 1,102,116 75 
fo errr retro eS RE a i an nike Dae haNeeeeMKReNs 985,180 26 
Se CNET Sb cecexeenscees EE fee che tena pk auaeewawehoeed 868,329 30 
a PEE Cee eer eee ke, Serer are see ee ee T72,772 22 
Se CE ci cteeciasense ne i eo ing ics es kaha ehinebed eens 677,659 61 
gah: errr rr rec TS oe A Se eee er ee meer 580,359 73 
ROE ET 66.cd cee esevdves EE Cor ee ccc mek chhe a trae Oakes 479,594 69 
a eer rr er VN CkAGiss cakes ORR Kee ween 366,584 57 
Se COMET pact acinscenesee ER Siac eek se unhga chore Guaackes 277,580 03 
hy eee Ce OTe eee ee et EE ECT Te eee ee 159,519 55 
Be EY ode sinaevns ceseKs Ee hee haneen he ichineeesnne phan Oe 86,847 97 
ee Ser err re SRE ch nok you dine O46 a WARES RSE 13,086 15 
67,413,377 92 13,472,118 24 
eS Ce Se CE I oii 55 os ho Sais 6 ss dew ve ereereoeEweEeeCars $67,413,377 92 
RRP en a Coe oe a ey eee ee ee ee ee ee ee eT eee ne 13,472,118 24 
80,885,496 16 
Appropriation for 1828 to 1835, eight years, at ten millions per annum....... oseeve $80,000,000 00 
And there will be required on the 1st of July, 1836, for the final discharge of the debt, viz: 
ie ee ene ON WON OT DUNE in is ie scidic cr sn iwscvecacweas wees $872,410 01 
Ss GN HN SNE HOI 5 isda TKK NS CRS SG a eo ew ddke wow SS 13,086 15 





885,496 16 





80,885,496 16 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury DepartMent, Register’s Office, April 8, 1828. 


In considering the document A, the Senate will recollect that the line for 1817 has no connexion with 
the subject, the large surplus for that year having been applied specifically by the third section of the 
act. The operation of the 4th section commenced with the Ist January, 1818. On the lst January of that 
year it appears that there was a surplus in the Treasury of $9,370,669, owing to the fact, as stated in 
the note, “that there was no debt to which part of this balance could be applied.” In that year, 1818, 
it appears that the large sum of $21,296,306 was applied to the payment of the principal and interest of 
the debt; which excessive payment could only have been made under a full belief that the estimates of 
receipts for 1818 would warrant it. The receipts, however, fell short of the estimate in the sum of 
$3,500,000, as appears by the letter (herewith) of the Secretary of the Treasury dated 4th April, 1828. 
That extreme desire to pay off the debt occasioned, in part, perhaps, the distress in which the Treasury 
was involved in the year 1819, and aided in making loans necessary for the years 1820 and 1821. The 
document B shows that there was no surplus applicable under the 4th section during the years 1819, 
1820, 1821, 1822, and 1823; during those years the whole of the ten millions was not applied, and could 





®% The Commissioners of the Sinking Fund have directed that $5,000,000 of the debt be paid on the first of July next. 
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not be applied to the payment of the debt, as well for want of funds in the Treasury as that, fortu- 
nately, there was little of the public debt payable; the consequence was, that a debt to the Commissioners 
of the Sinking Fund went on accumulating until it actually amounted in the year 1823 (per document C) 
to the sum of $11,921,604 70. In the year 1824 the Treasury reduced that debt to $5,353,210 94 by a 
payment of the debt and interest thereon to the amount of $16,568,393 76, and in the years 1825, 1826, 
and 1827, further deductions of that debt were made; the debt to the Commission on the Ist January, 1827, 
was reduced to the sum of $2,213,135 67; a further reduction was made to a trifling amount during the 
rear 1827, and as the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund have ordered a payment of the principal of the 
public debt to be made on the first day of July next of five millions of dollars, the probability is that a 
considerable reduction of the debt now due the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund will be made in the 
present year. 

The committee have considered the subject fully, and are of opinion that the Commissioners have 
executed the trust reposed in them with fidelity, and in strict accordance with the 4th section of the act. 
That in no year from 1819 until 1826, inclusive, (except the year 1824,) has there been any surplus of 
consequence in the Treasury which could have been applied to the payment of the debt, even if the reser- 
vation of the two millions had not been authorized; that, in that year, they appear not to have retained 
any material surplus. On the Ist January, 1827, (see document B,) there appears to have been a surplus 
of only $1,064,510, and on the same day in 1828 a surplus of $1,027,994. 

The committee have seen that a full reliance cannot be placed on estimates. <A fair view of that 
subject will be found in the Secretary’s letter. That therefore a change from two to one million of the 
sum reserved might be attended with danger to the finances. The Secretary’s report stated that on the 
Ist of January, 1828, there would be a surplus of about $2,200,000 in the Treasury; and the Committee 
on Finance, believing in the accuracy of the report, reported a bill to apply one million thereof to the 
payment of the debt due to the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund. Fortunately the bill did not pass; 
for, by the report of the Secretary of the Treasury at the commencement of the present session, it appears 
that there was, as estimated, only a surplus of $471,705 in the Treasury; which surplus was afterwards 
ascertained to be $7,027,994. From a view of the whole subject, the committee repeat, as their opinion, 
that a change from two to one million is inexpedient. 

The 5th section of the act authorizes the purchase of 3 per cent. stock, provided it can be purchased 
at the rate of $65 for the $100, and of 6 per cent. stock if purchasable at the par and true value thereof. 
Since the passage of that act, stocks have been created bearing an interest of 44 and 5 per cent., for 
the purchase of which there is no authority by law. These debts will be paid off as they shall become 
due. Is it necessary to make provision for their purchase before they are payable? The opinion that it 
is proper to make such provision must be bottomed on the idea that the Treasury will have means 
adequate, not only to the payment of the ten millions annually, but such as will enable it to purchase in 
advance. ‘The committee have no means by which to calculate whether that idea be correct or incorrect. 
It may be correct from an increase of revenue, or from a decrease of expenditures; from either or both 
of which a surplus applicable to a purchase might exist; at present the committee can perceive nothing to 
justify a certainty in the one or the other; and without a great probability, amounting nearly to a cer- 
tainty, the committee would not feel themselves justified in recommending any change in the present 
system. 

The committee would deem it imprudent to authorize the purchase of those stocks at a price beyond 
the par value thereof, unless, indeed, there were in the Treasury large sums inapplicable to the payment 
of other debts, the loss of interest on which would be equal to the excess beyond the par value. 

The committee submit a statement from the Treasury Department, marked D, exhibiting the payments 
on account of the principal and interest of the public debt by the semi-annual payment of five millions 
of dollars; by which it appears that by the simple operation of the Sinking Fund the whole of the public 
debt, including the bank debt and 3 per cents., will be extinguished on the lst day of January, 1836, 
except the small amount of $885,496 10, which it is highly probable will be extinguished in that period 
by an application of funds beyond the annual sum of ten millions. 

The committee, in answer to the last part of the resolution calling on them to report “upon what 
articles and to what amount the present duties may be reduced or abolished, after the extinguishment of 
the public debt, consistently with the general interest of the whole Union,” ask leave to submit a state- 
ment, marked E; that statement is bottomed on the state of the country at present; great changes may 
and probably will take place before the Ist January, 1836, which may make it necessary to refrain from 
the repealing of the duties specified on some of the items, or from reducing the duties on those articles men- 
tioned for reduction. It may be that our citizens may cultivate the vine toa greater extent than at 
present; they may cultivate the olive, silk, &c., &c. The committee have confined themselves as much as they 
could to such articles as will not interfere with the growing manufactures of the country; and yet it is 
possible that prior to 1836 it may be found that the people can manufacture linen of all kinds, worsted 
stuffs, and some other articles, on which is contemplated a reduction of the duties; in fact, the scheme 
submitted by the committee may be found in many of the items wholly improper when Congress come to 
act on the subject. 

The committee submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient at this time to make any alteration in the “Act to provide for the 


redemption of the public debt.” 





Treasury Department, April 5, 1828. 


Sir: In answer to the inquiries made by you this morning, through Mr. Dickins, I have the honor to 
state that the sum applied in the year 1818, under the 4th section of the Sinking Fund act, was applied 
to the reimbursement of the Louisiana stock on the 21st of October, 1818; and that this application was 


determined upon by the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund on the 24th of April preceding. 
I have also to state that the actual receipts into the Treasury during the year 1818 fell short of the 


estimate made by the Secretary of the Treasury nearly three millions and a half of dollars. 
I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 


Hon. S. Suitu, Chairman Committee on Finance, Senate United States. 
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E. 


Statement exhibiting the articles on which the duties may be repealed or modified when the national debt shall be 
paid off, provided no unforeseen occurrence may arise. 








ARTICLES ON WHICH DUTIES MAY BE REPEALED. i} ARTICLES ON WHICH DUTIES MAY BE REDUCED FIFTY PER CENT, 




















Articles. Net revenue || Articles. Net revenue 
in 1827. i in 1827, 

Wines of all kinds . ..ccccccsccccccccc cccce cccesccce cocces PERT ep i MABERE ec wasoppesis sadwes seeded soands sens eriseeenseesaaeus $535,909 
"Tens Of afl Kinds... 0000060000 00000060 000000000000 000000 cosces 1, 462,692 || Worsted stuffs. ....crccccsccccs cece cee - ceaccccccccs coves 403, 062 
Coffee, ccrcccscccccccesc. 0 coscccccces cosvecsecsese seces ASO 478 1) PUMRECON cc necccew ecb ahesseus conch s0esttenSeceeses beabes 23, 982 
Salt. ....ccece cevces cece cecees coeces sees seseesscessece eeeeee 851, 798 || Bolting cloths..ccccccccccccccccccccccccs coccccsccc veces: 5,595 
SE Scebinbss b SHON MSAEDS Obes 0005 Howe ss 000556 dhe ee pense Gad SAMMENs Gouakenpe aunede Sinweabenepasesosebabees Gusta eacr 17,811 
RE bod a cbncs + 908dd500004 snes Ob wh 5b) 6000s Odd 0650. 408 DSSS 1) See ONE 5 naisnnn-00 5s b04s.dn50 60 bosnbsesebo bn ceeesesn 54.696 
Currants ...00. bb bbidn 5 binbbi0 cd basse beds 000000 6000 s6006% 8,519 SPORTING Gabe dennis bane esmebe sens sane esws ooeeeabses sec. 11,461 
Prunes and Plums....cccecesscccscecssececscees eeerees 5,998 |) Thread and Silk lace ..... +004 -eeeescecees seeeeecescee eens) 129, 059 
Fiieticosnnceckss Sepebabnabbos heweasaeee pSansashsrwebamboos UE FINI iininn esin tans s Sassen waabenbesanbaas be. sfiibaniieowncas 
PR airisiericdsrndncuniniaveusseehestnitensnces secensee REY CANE iicsnes. = + csnncn snntes uiprebeweios Weiss sckebens isteniensczens 


Mace (1) .ccceececcceccccvcsccesecccces :secesvessecesessecs|seeees 


\| 
seo sehos || AOMMUNOFC MNEWIO 45355554. o00b Shab bb bone bobs pn beieees bees 1so0eeuesdaoris 
| 


ROVE FE) canatwonnhbckhe Sons spebninsbenes obese 0 s000sn 0540) s0n\000:0050\c5.0n]| ARAULEC ~: suse cases \0b066s 14600005400 son 564 n005i0nin5\00's] 090605 50090 


UN Ginkae Diabsabesbsbeben Ssbinduneensesesase sense cds. 10, 498 i RADOME Fs cinisis's «\0is 5 6suiein s'nsinsiedies enon vn deissivesbiein seen oacceeesecsees 
[A NO) ..ccbessebake onsnbeneneae hedene Subsieses Seebes lse50040040 cooe|| StrAW MAtS * .cccce cecccecccccccecccsvehe cess ccccccscecesleccscccecccecs 
Cassia (4) .ccce cece scccccce cocc cece cece cess c0cees cccesccee: |occce seeeeeeeel| Canton crape * ceocescccece cocccccccsccbeccceccss cccccces|ccccccce ors 
PUREE, a popb bed oebsesbnsonnsnesweneases dnnsseones dne0 09s 10,095 || 

EOE. dbase: seh scen sseceees beebahee essen Dass eben Sennen 31,501 ! 

ERD svneesxcsess Deeb ausakeebbechbeeese sheesh akepeseerbne 67, 392 || 

DEUS CELLCL Gees shbeek sock oh suns eh SECENN Se bhsepaebeneene 7,565 || 

Spanish brown and Ochre. .....sseseceeees oece ccc cccce sees 8, 626 1 

Camphor. .o.000 voce cvccce ccc cccccs secs cece secs c00s cccccces 2, 366 | ’ 

SERRE EIMION sv p5ccwabin>es seks eesens aeeeke@eeeeeas ones 78 || 

SPC ULEV CEEOL Sco a eahek kokses Robe eeeecens Sessab be enbsonas 9,153 | 

tis. t ac conhian habadercad aurahicuksinniinats 5,720 || 

Di oun cases SEO TON Oe an 210 || 

Cy ee SUSE EREEMEDEEO CHRD EOE RORE EB SeEbeenwte-sesee 12, 097 | 

Quicksilver (5) wocccccccscscecccecccsecccsecsseescess succes| cesses sssseces I} 

GPiUM. cocccccccc cere cccccccs severe cece cesssess cess seescess 9,615 

Silks of all Kinds. 20. ccc cece ccecccce eves cece cccscccccccces 1,281,094 || 





1,181,575 
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Nore.—Articles numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, the exportation exceeds the importation ; 6, capers cannot be distinguished from other articles paying a duty 
of 30 per cent. ad valorem. 
* These articles are connected with others, and their values cannot be separated so as to exhibit the duty accruing on each. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
TreAsuRY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, April 16, 1828. 
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IN FAVOR OF INCREASE OF DUTIES ON READY-MADE CLOTHING. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE APRIL 28, 1828, 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 


The memorial of the undersigned, merchant tailors of the city of Philadelphia, respectfully showeth: 
That your memorialists are greatly alarmed by the provisions of the bill for the regulation of the tariff, 
now pending before you, which, in its present form, appears to threaten the existence of their business, 
rein _— the hopes of subsistence of many thousand persons who are employed and supported by 

ne trade. 

Your memorialists, although silent, have not been insensible of the various laws which have from 
time to time been passed by Congress materially affecting their business. They knew they were under 
the protection of a Government of the people, instituted to promote the general welfare. And although 
at the last revision of the tariff the duty on ready-made clothing was stationary, while that on the 
material was advanced, they submitted without complaint, confiding in the wisdom of the Government. 
Nothing but impending ruin now urges them to this remonstrance, and they trust they will not ask in vain 
for a hearing. 

They cannot believe that the effect of the pending bill upon them has been perceived by any. They 
are slow to believe that Congress, in violation of the principle of the bill, would willingly destroy a 
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branch of domestic industry indispensable to civilization, which stands in the way of none, which gives 
employment to decrepitude, otherwise helpless, and support to indigent females, by one of the few trades 
in which they can be suitably employed, to drain the country of money to nourish and support that foreign 
skill and industry which they are struggling to rival, and all this at the expense of a most serious diminu- 
tion of the revenue 

When the duty was raised by the act of 1824 to 30 per cent. ad valorem on all goods above the 
value of 334 cents per square yard, that on ready-made clothing was suffered to remain at 30 per cent., 
which abolished the protection which the manufacture at home had previously enjoyed; but no complaint 
was made, as the trade could still compete on nearly equal terms with the foreign artist. 

If the present bill should unfortunately pass without reference to the duty on ready-made clothing, 
foreign fabrics, instead of being imported in the piece, to be made into clothing, will be imported ready 
made; and it will not be surprising if the enormous profits which the saving of duty alone will give 
should turn half the capital now employed in the import of such fabrics into ready-made clothing. 

By the present bill your petitioners understand that a duty per square yard is contemplated of 20 
cents on goods not exceeding the value of 50 cents per square yard; of 40 cents not exceeding $1; of $1 
not exceeding $2 50; and of $1 60 not exceeding $4; and of 45 per cent. ad valorem on all goods exceed- 
ing the value of $4 per square yard It will therefore follow that cloth of the value of $1 01 will pay 
the same duty as that of the value of $2 50, being $1 per square yard; whereas, in ready-made clothing, 
the same cloth will pay a duty of 30 cents, thus saving 70 cents, or seven-tenths of the duty on cloth 
unmade. Cloth of the value of $2 51 will pay the same duty as if it were worth $4, being $1 60 per 
square yard; whereas the same cloth, in the shape of ready-made clothing, will pay a duty of 75 cents; 
thus saving 85 cents per square yard, or more than one-half of the duty. On all cloths above the value 
of $4 per square yard, the duty of 45 per cent. ad valorem will leave a saving to the importers of ready- 
made clothing of 33} per cent. on the amount of duties. 

Profits as enormous as these savings from Government would constitute must operate as a bounty 
on foreign industry which domestic industry could not compete with, even if they should do their work 
gratuitously, and soon open a trade in ready-made clothing to an extent never before thought of. 

It therefore becomes your memorialists most respectfully to warn the Government of the evils which 
an omission to make a correspondent alteration in the duty on ready-made clothing would entail on it 
as well as themselves, and to submit the case to your wisdom. And your memorialists, as in duty bound, 
&e., &c. 

Puiwavetruta, April 25, 1828. 
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IN FAVOR OF DUTY ON SALES AT AUCTION. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APRIL 28, 1828. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled ; 


The memorial of the subscribers, merchants, traders, and other citizens of the city of New York, 
respectfully represents: That the evils of the auction system, as detailed in memorials addressed to your 
honorable bodies in 1817, 1818, 182122, and again in 1824, have increased in an alarming degree, and 
may ow emphatically be denominated a national evil. The system, as now conducted, is, in reality, a 
MONOPOLY, and that of the most wnjust and odious character. In effect, it concentrates in the hands of a 
very few individuals of our city three-fourths or nearly all of the business which is transacted; and, 
moreover, it lays the foundation and affords facilities for the practicing of frauds and impositions on the 
Government as well as the people. It has wrested from the American merchant and trader all those 
advantages originally intended by our Government for the encouragement of her own citizens, and of 
converting them to the benefit of the merchants and manufacturers of foreign nations. From the facilities 
afforded of effecting speedy sales of all kinds of goods at auction; concealing the owner and importer; 
relieving every one concerned from all responsibility, either for frauds on the buyer or on the Govern- 
ment, most powerful inducements are constantly offered to foreign merchants and manufacturers to pour 
the whole of their refuse and surplus productions into our market, to the serious injury of the American 
trader, and the certain ruin of our manufacturing establishments. The long credit on the duties comes 
into their aid; it operates as a bounty; and in the course of a short time it furnishes the foreigner with 
United States funds equal to the whole of his capital originally invested. 

If we refer to the practice of England, the first commercial nation in the world, we will find that her 
Board of Trade long since applied a corrective to this destructive system, and, by a well-timed and reason- 
able tax on auction sales, arrested the evil without infringing on the just rights of her citizens. If we may 
also refer to the practice of another great commercial nation, France has, by the imposition of a tax on 
sales at auction, amounting to a prohibition of the same, given a striking illustration of the injury 
resulting to fair trade by a continuance of the system which is so loudly and generally denounced. 

Your memorialists hope that your honorable bodies will interpose to correct the evils resulting from 
this oppressive and desolating system, to which they earnestly solicit the attention of the Government— 
a system which, in its direct effects, encourages frauds on the revenue, depresses domestic manufactures, 
facilitates impositions on the public, destroys the mercantile character, and is ruinous to that class of 
citizens to which your memorialists belong; and the injurious resuits of which must inevitably fall upon 
the agricultural and laboring part of the population. They therefore respectfully pray your honorable 
bodies to impose a duty of 10 per centum on sales by auction, excepting the effects of bankrupt and 
of deceased persons, goods sold for the benefit of underwriters, shipping, and real estate. 
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IN FAVOR OF INCREASE OF DUTIES ON YARNS, THREAD, AND TWINE, MADE OF FLAY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE APRIL 30, 1828. 


To the honorable the Senate of the United States in Congress assembled : 


The memorial of Garsed, Raines & Co., of Frankford, in the county of Philadelphia and State of 
Pennsylvania, most respectfully showeth: That your memorialists have, at great expense and with great 
exertion and anxiety, established a manufactory at the above named place for the purpose of hatchelling, 
preparing, and spinning flax by machinery, in the best and most approved manner, and that they have 
succeeded in manufacturing a number of useful and necessary articles—such as sewing or sail twines, shoe 
threads, flax yarns, and flax tow yarns for hair seating, boot webbing, floor cloths in oil, and for gray half- 
bleached and full-bleached linen threads, and colored threads, for tailors’ and other useful purposes, which 
have been sold and consumed in most of the principal cities in the Union, and are found to equal in every 
respect the same articles imported from Europe. 

Your memorialists likewise respectfully represent to your honorable House that the importation and 
consumption of the flaxen manufactures they have enumerated are of considerable magnitude and import- 
ance, equal or superior in amount to sail duck, and entitled to equal attention and protection. 

But the proposed additional duty upon raw flax, without a corresponding increase of duty upon 
threads, yarns, and twines made from flax, will seriously injure, if not entirely prostrate, the manufactory 
of your memorialists and others engaged in similar establishments. 

Further, your memorialists respectfully represent to your honorable body that the present low rate of 
duties upon flax yarns, threads, and twines made from flax, do not form an adequate protection for the 
manufacturer here against the British manufacturer. As the British manufacturer imports his flax from 
other countries into England at a nominal duty of about one dollar per ton, and the manufacturer here 
having now to pay an ad valorem duty of fifteen per cent. upon the raw flax, which includes the tow as 
well as flax, leaves him without any protection by the existing tariff; consequently, if the duty upon raw 
flax be increased, as is proposed, without increasing the duty upon yarns, threads, and twines made from 
flax, it will, in the opinion of your memorialists, operate as a bounty to the foreign manufacturer, and 
enable him to deluge this country with these articles, and to entirely prostrate the manufacturer here, 
while it is clear and certain that these articles can and ought, under a different regulation as to duties, 
to be made at home, which would also cause the raw material ultimately to be produced in sufficient 
abundance and of good quality at home also. 

Your memorialists, further, most respectfully state to your honorable House that the protection of 
flax yarns, threads, and twines against the foreign manufacturer must be equal to the protection of the 
farmers against the foreign flax-grower; otherwise the foreign flax-grower and foreign flax manufacturer 
will have the American market for these articles entirely to themselves, and the foreign farmer will have 
a still greater advantage than merely growing the raw flax in supplying the foreign manufacturer with 
all the rest of farm produce whilst these manufactures are being produced. 

Thus your memorialists most respectfully urge upon your honorable House that, without adequate 
protection be afforded to the manufacturer, in conjunction with the farmer, the hopes and expectations of 
the farmer will be entirely disappointed, as foreign manufacturers will, without this, continue their 
ascendency, and purchasers to any extent will not be found for improved American flax when it is grown. 

Your memorialists beg, most respectfully, further to state to your honorable House that they anxiously 
labored for between three and four years to manufacture yarns, threads, and twines from domestic flax, 
but were compelled to give it up because of its inferiority in strength, cleanness, and bleaching, and 
which inferiority they entirely attribute to bad management in its cultivation, in its sowing, pulling, 
rotting, and cleaning, all which might be remedied if the farmers were to decm it an object of sufficient 
importance, and grow it for flax rather than for the seed. Your memorialists, therefore, most respectfully 
represent that, if the proposed duty upon raw flax be retained, the present comparatively low duty upon 
flax yarns, threads, and twines may be advanced fifteen per cent. in aid of the revenue without public 
injury or inconvenience; and from the disposition of your honorable House to favor the agricultural 
interest of our country, bounties might be granted out of these additional duties to such of the growers 
of flax as would produce an article of such quality as would supersede the imported, and which your 
memorialists verily believe would materially advance the proper cultivation of hemp and wool, as well 
as flax, and essentially promote the interests of our country. 

Finally, your memorialists most respectfully state to your honorable House that, with all their skill, 
economy, and experience, resulting from the practice of flax spinning upon a large scale for nearly twenty 
years, at Leeds, in England, they have not hitherto been able to derive a living profit from their manu- 
facturing establishment, although it has now been five years in operation, and their want of success is 
entirely owing to the inadequate protection afforded this branch of manufacture by the tariff of 1824. 
But your memorialists confidently hope that your honorable House will, in its wisdom, make such an 
addition to the duty on the importation of flax yarns, threads, and twines, as will protect them from ruin, 
and will enable them to persevere in their exertions to increase the manufacture in which they are now 
engaged, and by this means to promote the interests of this the country of their choice, and which will 
ever demand the high respect and regard of your memorialists. 

GARSED, RAINES & CO. 


Franxrorp, Pennsylvania, April 25, 1828. 
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Franxkrorp (near Philadelphia) Fiax Factory, April 25, 1828. 


Hoy. Sir: Observing the tariff bill to have passed the House of Representatives, with an addition to 
the duty upon raw flax, without any additional duty upon threads, yarns, and twines, which we are engaged 
in making from flax, we have taken the liberty to trouble you with the enclosed memorial to the Senate 
onthis subject. In doing this, we beg to say that, as the duties now stand, we are left without protecticn. 
We pay fifteen per cent. ad valorem upon rough flax, which we import from Russia, Prussia, and Holland, 
and which, being upon the tow as well as the flax, makes the duty upon the dressed flax, from which we 
make threads, yarns, and twines, fully equal to the duty of twenty-five per cent. ad valorem, which is 
paid on these articles when imported. One-third in value and near two-thirds in quantity of the rough 
flax is dressed into tow, which cannot be made into any but low-priced articles that will not bear one- 
fourth of their proportion of duty, which causes the duty to fall chiefly upon the dressed flax from which 
we make our threads, twines, and yarns, such as are imported. 

For the encouragement of the growth of domestic flax, which we especially wish to promote, we are 
quite in favor of a sufficient duty upon flax imported; but this must also be attended by a corresponding 
duty upon threads, yarns, and twines made from flax, when imported manufactured, or we shall not be 
able to continue to manufacture. 

The British manufacturer imports his flax from Russia, Prussia, and Holland, on a nominal duty of 
about one dollar per ton; and as he only sends articles manufactured from the dressed flax, and pays only 
twenty-five per cent. duty here, he now meets us here on equal terms, which, considering the superior 
facilities afforded in England for manufacturing purposes, becomes an unequal contest for us. This being 
the case as the duty now stands, an additional duty upon the raw flax, without an additional duty upon 
threads, yarns, and twines made from flax, becomes a premium to the foreign flax manufacturer to send 
his goods here, and in this way the advantage will be entirely lost to the farmer, as these articles, being 
imported manufactured, have all the labor and farm produce consumed in their manufacture upon them, 
which ought to be put upon them by their manufacture here; thus destroying the market to the farmer 
both as to raw material and the produce consumed in their fabrication. 

We most earnestly crave your attention to this subject. We also beg reference to the honorable 
members of the House of Representatives from this district; and from the office you sustain in the 
Committee on Manufactures, we feel great confidence that you will succeed in obtaining such an addition 
to the existing duties upon flax, yarns, threads, and twines as will save us from the necessity of giving up 
our present manufacturing pursuits, and, if successful, will become an object of great national importance. 

We abstain from further remarks from an unwillingness to trespass further on your valuable time. 

We are, honorable sir, your very obedient servants, 
GARSED, RAINES & CO. 


General J. D. Barnarp, Senator from Pennsylvania, Washington. 
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF RATES OF EXISTING AND PROPOSED DUTIES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE APRIL 30, 1828. 


A comparative statement of the duties under the bill altering the several acts imposing duties on imports, 
and the present rate of duties. 








Articles. 


Proposed duties. 


Present duties. 





On iron, in bars or boits, not manufactured in whole or in part by rolling..... 


On bar or bolt iron made wholly or in part by rolling.....sseeecccscccceecses 

On iron it Pigs ...ccceccccccccee coccecccess coceee cesses sseessnscsccccees 

On iron or steel wire, not exceeding NO. 14.cceeecececescesscccsccccecccece 

On iron or steel wire, exceeding NO. 14.........cccececceceevcesscseescccses 

On round iron or brasiers’ rods of 3-16 to 8-16 of an inch diameter; and on 
iron in nail or spike rods, slit or rolled; and on iron in sheets, and hoop 
iron; and on iron slit or rolled for band iron, scroll] iron, or casement rods. 

On axes, adzes, drawing-knives, squares of iron or steel, bridle bits, steel- 
yards, scale beams, socket chisels, and vises. 

On cutting-knives, sickles, reaping-hooks, scythes, spades, shovels, and on 
iron screws, called wood screws. 

On wool unmanufactured, 4 cents per pound and 40 per cent. ad valorem, 
until June 30, 1829, and progressively 5 per cent. per annum until it 
amounts to 50 per cent. 

On manufactures of wool, except carpets, blankets, worsted stuff goods, 
bombazines, hosiery, mits, gloves, caps, and bindings, value not exceeding 
50 cents per square yard. 

On all manufactures of wool, except flannels and baizes, the value of which 
shall not exceed 33} cents the square yard. 

On manufactures of wool, excepting as before excepted, value exceeding 
50 cents and not exceeding $1 the square yard. 





1 cent. per pound .esecceecsee veneers 


$37 per tom... cccccccccccscccecvees. 
62 cents per 112 pounds ..... .seee 
6 cents per POUNd.... sececees covers 
10 cents per POUNG. weee.ccccesevess 

cents per POUNd....cerececceeees 


35 per cent. ad Valorem. ...seesecese 


40 per cent. ad valorem............. 

$1 50 per 112 pounds. ........-se00- 

Specific duty 4 cents per pound, and 
ad valorem duty progressively 
from 40 to 50 per cent. 

20 cents per square yard...... 


14 cents the square yard............ 


40 cents the square yard. eceeseveeee 





90 cents per 112 pounds, or 8-10 of a 
cent per pound. 

$30 per ton. 

50 cents per 112 pounds. 

Not exceeding No. 18, 5 cents per Ib. 

Exceeding No. 18, 9 cents per pound. 

3 cents per pound. 


25 per cent. ad valorem. 
30 per cent. ad valorem. 


$1 per 112 pounds. 

On wool under 10 cents value, 15 per 
cent. ad valorem; over 10 cents 
value, 30 per cent. ad valorein. 

33} per cent. ad valorem. 


25 per cent. on the minimum of 33} 
cents per square yard. 
33} per cent. ad valorem. 
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STATEMENT—Continued. 











Articles. 








On manufactures of wool, exceeding $1 and not exceeding $2 50 the square 
yard. 

On manufactures of wool, exceeding $2 50 and not exceeding $4 the square 
yard, 

On manufactures of wool, exceeding $4 per square yard .... .eeseesere 

On woolen blankets, hosiery, mits, gloves, and bindings......... 

On Brussels, Turkey, and Wilton Carpets...eeeeececceeseres 

On Venetian and ingrain Carpets. .eceeeseceeeseees 


On all other carpets or carpetings, of wool, flax, hemp, Or COttON.... 40+ ee0.| 


ee eee se et eeeeee 


On all patent floor cloths.... 
On oil cloth, other than floor cloth, ....eeesseee 


Sere et eee eee teeeeesees. se 


sees eees 


Sete rece ceeese esses 


seee see seee ress seeesees 


On furniture oil cloth....-ee.. 
On floor matting, made of flags or other materials...... ... 
On unmanufactured hemp, until June 30, 1829......ceccesseee coscccccccess 


eee tees seeees 


On cotton bagging, until June 30, 1829.....esecsccccecccesccccces Sbene bene 
PROP RTES 5 0c'snns 0060550000 000550 000000 09 46%: 6000000600 09000000050090088 
On unmanufactured flax, until June 30, 1829...... .csceccceccecvecsscccecees 


RGM cosvinsevccevens 

On molasses........ 

Jn spirits, 15 cents per gallon in addition to present duties, which would be, 
on spirits from grain— 


SOOO eee eee eee er EEE SEE SEEE SesE eee SHEEES 


SORES HORE HOHE HEHE R REE HEED BEES EEEEEEEEEEE CHEE EEE OEE 


1st Proof. .ccoecccccses 
2d PLOOF .cccccccccccccce secccecece cocesces 
Bd ProOf ..c000 veces cevecscecsees 
4th proof... .occccecccccvccecece 


Sth proof. socccccccccsccccccccccces 
Above 5th proof.... 
On spirits from other materials— 
Ist and 2d proof..... 


3d proof ...00- cccceecccsces 


Ow Pee eee sete sees sess sees reser 


POR HHe SOHO HEE EEE ER HEEE SHEET HEE EES C88 eeOe 


ee POOH CORR SHEE EE PEE e ee EES HES EEE SEES BELeES 


4th proof... ..ceeceecees 
5th proof.... 
Above Sth proof. ... sescceccecees 


On window glass, of sizes above 10 by 15 inches... .... sssccecesece secveccecs 


See cess eres sesereseeses ease oe eee ceases 


COE PERE EH ewes SHEE HEE SHEE SESE ES HHSE HESS seer eeeeee 


On window glass, in plates OF ShECtS. .......200 cece cece cece socscccvceceeees 
On roofing slate, not exceeding 12 by 6 inches... ...sa- cece sccsevcccccecs 
On roofing slate, exceeding 12 and not exceeding 14 inches in length. ......s. 
On roofing slate, exceeding 14 and not exceeding 16 inches...... eseecececees 
On roofing slate, exceeding 16 and not exceeding 18 inches.....sececesseoves 
On roofing slate, exceeding 18 and not exceeding 20 inches........cceccseees 
On roofing slate, exceeding 20 and not exceeding 24 inches.....sce0e soccees 
(On roofing slate, exceeding 24 INCHES, «200000000 2000000800 0000000000 60000008 
On cyphering slates . 
On all cotton cloths (except nankeens direct from China) the cost of which, 
together with the addition of 20 per cent. if from the Cape of Good Hope 
or beyond, and 10 per cent. if from elsewhere, shall be less than 35 cents 
the square yard, shall be rated at 35 cents the square yard, and be charged 
with the present duty of 25 per cent. 


SOPH HRE RTE HEEEE THES HEHEHE EE EEHE HEE EEE ewes S888 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





See Peer cess seesee esses sees, 


‘lseeensGlO cas 





Proposed duties. 


$1 per square yard. ....seeeeeee 


40 per cent. ad valorem... 


45 per cent. ad ValOreM .... eeeeeees 
35 per cent. ad ValOreM..eeeceereeee 
70 cents per square yard..ceceseeeee 
40 cents per square yard....seee oss 
32 cents per square yard ...eceee sess 
50 cents per square yard... es eeee 
25 cents per Square yard..eceeseeves 
15 cents per square yard...eceseceee 
ecosGlO is ceenee cece 
$45 per ton, and thereafter $5 year 
to be added until it amounts to 
$60 per ton. 
41 cents per square yard ..o0 eves cee 
5 cents per square yard....... 
$35 per ton, and thereafter $5 a year 
to be added until it amounts to 
$60 per ton. 
9 cents the square yard... ssescecee 
10 cents per gallon. 


57 cents per gallon. secececvevescers 
60 cents per gallon. 
63 cents per gallon. 
67 cents per gallon. 
75 cents per gallon. 


90 cents per gallon. 


53 cents per gallon. ..eccccccecceces 
57 cents per gallon. 
63 cents per gallon. 
72 cents per gallon. ..ceceseccescese 
85 cents per gallon. ....cecscoeecees 
$5 per 100 square feet. .cccccesecees 


eeeece cess eceser 


Saw wM eres seer eOscewsenshon onenes 


$4 per ton. ...oee. 
BS Per COM. cove ccccccccccccsecs 
$6 Per tON. cecvcececes-coccescccves 
$7 per ton ......5.. 
$8 per ton 
$9 per tOM, cccccsccccces cocecccese 
$10 per ton ...ccccccececeses 
33} per cent. ad Valorem... .ecooecees 
25 per cent. on the minimum of 35 
cents the square yard. 


ae eeeeeeeseeeree 


SCOR eee mere eeee sees sosees 


Present duties. 








33} per cent. ad valorem. 


Do. do. 
Do. do. 
25 per cent. ad valorem. 
50 cents per square yard. 
25 cents per square yard, 
20 cents per square yard. 
30 per cent. ad valorem, 
Do. do. 
Do. do. 
30 per cent. ad valorem, 
$35 per ton. 


3} cents per square yard. 


15 per cent. ad valorem. 


Do. do. 
5 cents per gallon. 


42 cents per gallon. 
45 cents per gallon. 
48 cents per gallon. 
52 cents per gallon. 
60 cents per gallon. 
75 cents per gallon. 


38 cents per gallon. 

42 cents per gallon. 

48 cents per gallon. 

57 cents per gallon. 

70 cents per gallon. 

$4 per 100 sq. feet, if above 10 by 12. 
$4 per 100 square feet. 

25 per cent. ad valorem. 


Do. do. 
Do. do. 
Do. do. 
Do. do. 
Do, do. 
Do. do. 


15 per cent. ad valorem. 
25 per cent. on the minimum of 30 
cents the square yard. 
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[1st Sxsston. 


IN FAVOR OF INCREASE OF DUTIES ON READY-MADE CLOTHING. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MAY 5, 1828. 


To the honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled: 


This memorial of the undersigned, merchant tailors of the city of Boston, respectfully showeth: That 
in their opinion, should the tariff bill now pending before Congress be enacted with its present provisions, 
it would be of destructive consequence to their business, and give to other branches of industry a partial 


and disproportionate encouragement. 


Your memorialists beg leave to recommend their particular interest 


in this subject to your further consideration, and to suggest the justice and expediency of affording their 


trade greater encouragement and protection than the tariff bill in its present form provides. 


They are 


urged to address you by a conviction that the business in which they are engaged, and which affords an honest 
and respectable support to a very large number of their fellow-citizens, is not only threatened with serious 
injury, but with entire ruin. Should the provisions of the bill before you be adopted, the business of your 
memorialists would be immediately ruined, and the large number of persons who depend upon it for 
support be entirely deprived of employment, and the enterprise and exertions of the fraternity of artists 
to which your memorialists belong would be discouraged and paralyzed by the hand from which they 
have a right to claim and expect protection, while foreign interests would be advanced and foreign artists 
encouraged and enriched. We come, therefore, to Congress, whom the Constitution has appointed the 
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guardians of the equal rights and privileges of the citizens of these United States, and solicit them to 
dispense to us that portion of governmental assistance which the nature and extent of our business requires, 
and to which your justice and wisdom may consider us fairly entitled. Your memorialists are enemies to 
monopoly, however plausible its origin and specious its name; they do not desire it for themselves, and 
feel compelled, respectfully, to remonstrate against its being granted to others. 

Hitherto your memorialists have been silent in respect of Congressional enactments, whose results 
they were convinced would be decidedly unfavorable to their business. They have witnessed the increase 
of duty on cloth, while no corresponding additional duty was imposed on ready-made clothing; they have 
seen this virtual invitation held out to foreign artists to increase the importation of the article on whose 
manufacture your memorialists have relied chiefly for subsistence without petitioning for relief. Notwith- 
standing the laws passed in relation to this subject were likely to injure them, they hoped to be able, by 
skill, industry, and economy to compete with foreign artists; and were they not thoroughly persuaded that 
the passage of the bill now before Congress would take from them all ground of hope, your memorialists 
would continue to observe unbroken silence. They believe that the provisions of this bill, when duly 
examined in a statistical form, will expose its character too palpably to receive the sanction of Congress. 
Its tendency is to discourage the endeavors and repress the exertions of a very necessary and considerable 
branch of domestic industry. The existing bill proposes a duty of twenty cents on fabrics not exceeding 
the value of fifty cents per square yard; of forty cents, not exceeding one dollar; of one dollar, not exceeding 
two dollars and fifty cents; and of one dollar and sixty cents when the value of the cloth does not exceed 
four dollars, and forty-five per cent. ad valorem on all goods valued above four dollars per square yard. 
By comparing this scale with that by which the duties on ready-made clothing have been graduated, the 
differences appear very important, and the consequences obvious. The duties upon the raw material are fixed 
at one dollar per yard, while the value may vary from one dollar and one cent to two dollars and fifty 
cents. The same cloth, when manufactured into ready-made clothing, pays only thirty cents; thus saving 
seventy cents, or seventh-tenths of cloth not made up. Between cloth valued at two dollars and fifty cents, 
and under four dollars, the proposed duties are the same; yet when made into clothing it pays but seventy- 
five cents—saving half the duties. On cloth above the value of four dollars per square yard the importer 
of ready-made clothing will save thirty-three and a half per cent. by the proposed bill. By existing laws 
the foreign artists obtain an advantage which operates, to a considerable extent, to the prejudice of your 
memorialists. Individuals are allowed to import, with themselves, their clothing free from duty; and it 
is well known that individuals coming from abroad are in the habit of bringing with them, as their own 
clothing, clothes for others, which are admitted free from duty; which operates both to defraud the public 
revenue, and prejudice the American artists. In the present state of easy, constant, and large communi- 
cation with Great Britain, this practice is attended with no inconsiderable consequences, both to the 
revenue and to your memorialists. The proximity of Boston to the British provinces would be likely to 
render the operation of the proposed tariff, in its present form, peculiarly injurious to your memorialists. 
A merchant tailor, by establishing himself in the neighboring province of New Brunswick, and connecting 
himself with a house at Boston, might, from his workshop in New Brunswick, furnish clothing for Boston 
with little more, if any, inconvenience than if he in fact resided here. Thus foreign artists and laborers 
would monopolize the business, not only of manufacturing the material, but of making the garments for 
American use, while our own artists and laborers would be driven from their chosen and appropriate 
employments, or languish without support. 

Your memorialists would not presume to speak particularly of their importance as a class or body of 
citizens; but trust they may be allowed to say their business is of indispensable importance and necessity in 
every improved community, and considered merely with reference to the numbers who derive from it employ- 
re and support, there are few callings which can present stronger claims to Government for protection 
at least. 

Your memorialists, furthermore, beg leave to assure you that they do not address you in the character 
or with the views of partisans; that they are not the advocates of any particular system of duties; that 
they speak simply for themselves, and in support of their own interest, and firmly rely on the justice of 
their cause for a favorable consideration with Congress. 
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IN FAVOR OF IRON FOR RAILROADS FREE OF DUTY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MAY 6, 1828. 


The following letters were laid on the table by Mr. Ssrrs, of Maryland, and ordered to be printed. 
Batimore, January 14, 1828. 


GrntLemen: Agrecably to the advertisement under date of the 8th November, 1827, for proposals for 
furnishing bar iron for the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, I beg leave to offer to deliver, during the year 
1828, thirty tons per month of rolled bar iron, made according to the drawing, say 24 inches wide by 3 
inch thick, with the upper surface rounded or curved, at four and a half cents per pound. In case the 
bars should be sheared at the ends and cut in any given lengths, at four and three-quarter cents per 
pound. 


I in, wi 
remain, with respect, C. RIDGELY, of Hampton. 
The Preswenr anv Directors of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company. 
voL, V——131 B 
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BautimorE, May 2, 1828. 


Sir: We have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this date, stating that it had been 
intimated to you that our establishment was prepared to contract for the supply of a proportion of the 
rail iron required for the construction of the Baltimore and Ohio road. Some years since we prepared a 
rolling mill to make bar iron from blooms, and although we are contiguous to the great iron district of 
this country, we have never yet been able to procure as many blooms as would make the bar iron 
necessary to meet the current demands of our ordinary business; consequently, we are unable to offer 
you any iron for the use of the railroad company. Nor do we think you will be able to obtain your rails 
in this country, as, although the rolling mills are now paying from $75 to $80 per ton for blooms, and 
would be desrious to purchase at that price a much larger quantity than has ever yet been brought into 
the market, they have hitherto found that the actual supplies, even at that price, have never yet been 
such as to keep pace with the increasing demands upon them. There are numerous very powerful rolling 
mills in various parts of this country amply sufficient to manufacture the iron into the form you require 
if the material could be procured; indeed, we know our mill alone could be prepared to furnish the rails 
as expeditiously as your company could lay them down. It is, therefore, not from any inability to make 
the rails that we are deterred from offering you a contract, but, as we before remarked, from an absolute 
impossibility of procuring the blooms in sufficient quantities. 

Whilst blooms, as we have already remarked, are readily commanding in this country from $75 to $80 
per ton, we are confident you can at this time obtain your rails in Wales for about £9 sterling per ton, 
delivered at Bristol. You will at once, therefore, perceive that necessity, as well as your interest, will 
lead you to seek your supplies of this material abroad, (at least until you extend your road to the 
bituminous coal region,) for we are fully convinced that should you rely upon the forges of this country 
you will be disappointed. 

We remain, respectfully, yours, 
J. W. & E. PATTERSON. 

P. E. Tuomas, Esq., President of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company. 





Battmore, May 2, 1828. 


Sir: In answer to your letter of this date, wherein you state “it has been suggested to the directors 
of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company that I am disposed to furnish a quantity of iron suitably 
prepared for rails,” I beg leave to state, in reply, that, from the present price of “blooms” of $75 per ton, 
and the difficulty of procuring any considerable quantity, I should not feel at liberty to make any proposal 
to the company for furnishing any part of the iron they might require. 

If the blooms were to be had in quantity at $75 per ton, $120 per ton would be the lowest price per 
ton I should ask for such iron rails as the company might want delivered at the rolling mill; but as there 
is no prospect of procuring blooms I do not wish this to be considered as an offer. 

I remain, with great respect, sir, your most obedient servant, 
ISAAC MKIM. 
Pair E. Tomas, Esq., President of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company. 


Bartimore, May 3, 1828. 


Gentiemen: Your letter of yesterday has been received, stating that it has been suggested to you that 
the Avalon Company are prepared to furnish rails suitably formed for the purposes of constructing the 
proposed road from Baltimore to the Ohio river, and inquiring what price they can be delivered at, and 
what quantity can be annually furnished. 

The Avalon Company have never authorized any person to make the suggestion you mention; nor are 
they prepared at this time to furnish the iron suitable for the railroad, nor can they name a price at which 
they can, at any future time, furnish any portion of the iron, without first receiving a particular descrip- 
tion of the size, shape, and quality which will be required. The quantity of iron which could be furnished 
would be very great if the price to be paid is sufficiently high to induce a steady application of the works 
already erected, and to increase them as far as they may with facility be carried. 

The company are, however, prepared to say that they cannot furnish the iron upon as cheap terms as 
it can be imported, even if the present duty be exacted upon it. Nor is it probable they will be able to 
furnish it cheaper than the present rates until the railroad-shall be extended into the mineral coal region, 
whence a supply of that article may be brought at a cheap rate to the inexhaustible iron ore beds in the 
neighborhood of this city, 

The Avalon Company are aware that objections have been made by certain individuals to the intro- 
duction of iron by the railroad company free of duty. They have neither joined in these objections nor 
seen their force and justice in others. They have not been of the opinion that the importation of iron for 
the specific object of railroads can operate prejudicially to the interests of the present iron manufactories 
in the country, inasmuch as those establishments will be left in precisely the same situation they would 
be in if no railroads are made. The quantity of American iron consumed will not be diminished, but may 
be greatly augmented by those public improvements, while the community at large would, if American 
iron be used in their construction, suffer greatly by an increased price, occasioned by a new source of 
consumption for many thousand tons. It would seem equally reasonable that the laborers and mechanics 
of the country should interfere, and pray Congress to interpose and prevent a private company, engaged 
in a patriotic and hazardous enterprise, involving great national interests, from introducing foreign labor 
and skill to execute the work. 

It appears to the Avalon Company that the only objection of any force which-can be urged against 
the importation of the iron necessary for the construction of the railroad is the necessity it involves of 
sending money out of the country to pay for foreign labor. But this objection will vanish when it is 
considered that the construction of the road will call into action and profitable employment the labor of 
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millions of inhabitants, which is now unproductive, because of the expense in transporting its produce 
to market, and that it will increase our exports and tonnage to an amount which the most sanguine advocates 
of the measure will not venture to predict; the consequence of which must be a greatly increased impor- 
tation of foreign goods, and augmentation of the revenue annually to a much greater amount than any 
duty which could be exacted on fifteen or twenty thousand tons of iron. 
I am, respectfully, ; 

THO. ELLICOTT, President Avalon Company. 
The Presipent anv Directors of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company. 








20TH Conaress. | No. 920. [ lst Session. 


AGAINST IRON FOR RAILROADS BEING FREE OF DUTY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MAY 12, 1828. 


To the honorable the House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled: 


The memorial of your petitioners respectfully showeth: That they have seen with profound surprise 
a petition which has been laid before you, and which has been acted upon by one of the honorable Houses 
of Congress, wherein the Legislature of the United States is asked to exempt from duties or customs 
such iron as shall be consumed in the construction of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad. 

Your memorialists ask leave to state to your honorable House that one of the chief inducements held 
out by many of the advocates of the said railroad to those whose influence was considered useful in 
procuring the passage of the necessary acts of incorporation by the Legislature of this State, and of 
permission to pass the same through the territory thereof, was the advantage which would ensue from 
the creation of a market for a large portion of the iron produced within the said territory and in the 
other States of the Union; and that, without such inducement, it is probable the act for incorporating 
the said railroad company, and for granting to it privileges, would not have been passed by the Legisla- 
ture of this State on account, among other reasons, of the great interest of the State in the vast lines of 
canals, in construction of which the funds of the State are now employed, and which will afford means of 
transportation for the major portion of the productions of our interior, whereof the iron is a material item; 
that the future facility of transportation for the said produce and iron is only a prospective benefit from 
the construction of the railroad, but the introduction of so large a supply of iron as will be wanted for 
the railroad will not only be immediately of essential detriment to the iron works already established in 
this country, but will also afford facility for illicit importation of a much larger quantity than the railroad 
will consume, and thus the most injurious effects will be produced by diminution of the price of the 
material which is drawn from the bowels of our own soil, and prepared by the industry of our own 
citizens—effects which will not be confined to the duration of one year, or of the time occupied in con- 
structing the railroad, but will spread disaster over the iron establishments and over the country 
surrounding them during many consecutive years; that the iron works now in operation in this country 
are, and will be, fully able to suffice to all the demand of the said railroad for iron of the best kind, at 
moderate and reasonable prices; that the amount of the price to be paid for iron imported for the said 
railroad, and the premium of exchange thereon, if your honorable body shall pass an act permitting the 
company to import it duty free, will be so much taken and deducted out, and exported, of the current 
specie of the country, as is positively demonstrated by the existing state of things among us, which is 
sufficiently known to your honorable body; and that, according to the most favorable statements of the 
advocates of the measure proposed, this will amount to $855,000 for the cost of the iron; and, computing 
the premium of exchange, which will be from eleven to twelve per cent. on this amount, say, together, 
$949,050 to $1,044,100, all will have to be paid to England in silver withdrawn from our circulation. 
But it is the confident belief of your memorialists, some of whom are well acquainted with the article 
merchantly, that iron of the description requisite for the railroad cannot be imported from England free 
of duty at less than $75 per ton, instead of $57, which is the basis of the above calculation, and on 
which some of the partisans of the exemption found their recommendation of this destructive measure. 
The cost of fifteen thousand tons, at $75 per ton, would be, with twelve per cent. premium of exchange, 
$1,260,000 to be added to the balance of trade already so much against us with England; thus draining 
the country of its current medium, without even the feeble advantage of contributing to our fiscal 
resources in shape of customs. It is manifest that in order to insure punctual supply of the material to 
be imported the railroad company must resort to contracts, and in this way a very few foreign individuals 
will realize immense profits, and accumulate fortunes by the exclusion and to the detriment of the native 
manufacturers and of the farmers who reside near the iron works, and supply them with artic'es of 
consumption and of domestic produce. 

Your memorialists most respectfully submit that it appears to them that to admit the iron for the 
said railroad duty free would be an act of unprecedented partiality, because all public works wherein 
iron is used—the works for supplying cities with water, bridges, &c., &c.,* for example—have a claim 
upon the indulgence of Congress equal to any claims of the railroad; and, on the other hand, a general 
act to allow the importation of iron duty free for all public works would be, in effect, an act for the 
suppression of iron works in the United States. Public works are designed for the common benefit, and 
it would be destroying with one hand what is intended to be effected by the other if the money devoted 
to a public work is to be transported and expended out of the country. The reason which reconciles 
citizens to the accumulation of funds for public works, whether by taxation or by private voluntary con 


*An application by the city of Philadelphia was made to Congress for permission to import iron pipes free of duty, but 
it was rejected. 
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tribution, is, that those funds are expended through our own country. Not that we would impeach the right 
of individuals or associations to use their money as they think fit, according to the universal laws of the 
country, but the case is very different of an incorporated company, itself the special creation of the law, 
asking a dispensation from the general laws, and which has already been endued with large privileges, 
among which are rights over the soil of individuals and of levying tolls. ; 

Your memorialists, however, would by no means be understood to intend any disparagement to the 
railroad company, or to desire to place any impediment in the way of the execution of that work; so far 
from this, they consider the work as of the greatest public utility, and they highly commend and respect 
the liberality and genius which have devoted such large funds and so much talent to that magnificent 
enterprise; and they would see, with great satisfaction, an appropriation by Congress, to the purpose of 
aiding it, of much larger amount than the sums asked to be deducted from the price of the material] 
employed in the shape of reduction of the duty, and they would cheerfully bear their share of the public 
contribution so applied. But your memorialists do earnestly protest against changing the uniform and 
impartial operation of the custom laws, in a manner which will deeply affect the welfare of the iron estab- 
lishments, and of all those parts of the country which surround them or depend on them for a market for 
agricultural produce. 

Your memorialists further entreat the attention of your honorable body to another subject of major 
importance. 

Several kinds or qualities of iron are intermediate between pig iron and iron wrought into bars, bolts, 
sheets, and other descriptions of the metal, when it has been subjected to the operations of rolling or 
hammering; those intermediate descriptions of iron are known to the trade by various names, as blooms, 
slabs, loops, billets, bricks, ankonies, finer’s iron, and others, and are all refinements or preparations of 
the metal, made at considerable cost and labor, preparatory to its being rolled, hammered, or otherwise 
wrought. 

Your memorialists are informed that, in consequence of the omission to specify the said descriptions 
of iron, intermediate between pig iron and wrought iron, in the existing tariff, and in the bill which has 
recently passed one of your honorable Houses, it is considered and conceded at some custom-houses to be 
a non-enumerated article, and, as such, liable to a duty of only fifteen per cent. ad valorem, and that it will 
be admitted at several ports at that rate of duty; that there is great probability that a vast influx of such 
iron will be immediately imported from abroad; and that orders have actually been sent out, or are on the 
point of being despatched, for the importation of a very considerable quantity of such iron. 

Your memorialists respectfully represent that if a large importation of the said descriptions of iron 
shall take place, at so low a rate of duty, as they apprehend will be the case, without the immediate inter- 
ference of Congress, domestic iron of similar qualities will be entirely thrown out of the market; because, 
not only will the vending of our own iron of such qualities be interfered with by the competition of foreign, 
particularly English iron, which can be afforded by the English manufacturer at lower prices than it can 
be afforded by the American manufacturer, when the cost of transportation is added to the cost of making 
it, but also the influx of the foreign iron will, by adding excessively to the stock on hand and constantly 
produced, diminish the price of such iron to a degree that will be ruinous to the domestic manufacturer, 
and deeply injurious even to the importing merchants. If the foreign iron be admitted at the rate of duty 
affixed to non-enumerated articles, the domestic iron of such descriptions will be effectually excluded from 
the market, and that iron alone will be worked up into the various descriptions of wrought iron, and the 
iron works in the country will be confined entirely to the manufacture of the coarsest descriptions of 
castings—a result which must infallably terminate in the utter ruin of all the establishments which have 
been made in consequence and under faith of the inducements constantly heretofore held out by the Legisla- 
ture of the Union, and in the destruction of a manufacture which has been sedulously fostered by the 
country as essential to its prosperity in peace, and to its defence in war. 

Your memorialists respectfully represent that the iron business is not one whose welfare concerns 
alone the interest of those who are engaged in the manufacture, but that it also directly involves the 
interest of very large numbers of the agriculturists, inasmuch as the works are generally, of necessity, 
situated in rugged or mountainous regions, to which the establishments alone give a value by creating a 
demand for timber land, otherwise comparatively worthless, and certainly without any price; and the 
establishments being scattered through the interior afford a market for all the produce of farms near them, 
which would perish on the hands of the producers without such a market; or, what is even more to be 
deprecated, the residents on those farms, for want of an inducement to raise supplies beyond their mere 
animal wants, would cease to raise them, and would lapse into indolence, equally prejudicial to the general 
welfare, and subversive of the intelligence, industry, and happiness of the cultivator, whose activity of 
mind and body is the surest foundation for the prosperity of a nation, 

Your memorialists therefore pray that the application of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company 
for permission to import iron duty free may be rejected by Congress, as inconsistent with justice, with 
the welfare of the country, and with the uniform course of its customs, and of its political economy. 

They also pray that provision may be made in the tariff bill now before Congress for protecting 
American iron against the ruinous competition of foreigners, in those descriptions of iron which are inter- 
mediate between pig and wrought iron; and if the said bill shall not pass into a law with such protection, 
then they pray that Congress will be pleased to grant such protection by passing a special law on the 
subject. 

Puitapetrnia, Jay 8, 1828. 
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AVERAGE ANNUAL AMOUNT OF PUBLIC MONEYS IN THE BANK OF THE UNITED STATES 
FROM 1817 TO 1827. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MAY 13, 1828. 


Mr. Swrrn, of Maryland, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the following report 
from the Secretary of the Treasury— 


Treasury Departuent, March 21, 1828. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the Senate of the 12th instant, “directing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to report to the Senate the average annual amount of public moneys in the Bank of the United 
States and its branches from the year 1817 to 1827, inclusive,” I have the honor to submit a communi- 
cation of the Treasurer of the United States, which contains the information required. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 

Hon. the Preswent of the Senate. 


TreasureEr’s Orrice, March 20, 1828. 


Sir: I have the honor, in compliance with your reference to this office of the resolution of the Senate 
of the 12th instant, to report that the average annual amount of public money in the Bank of the United 
States and its branches from 1817 to 1827, inclusive, as ascertained by the accounts settled quarterly at 
the Treasury, was $3,554,756 50. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
MICHAEL NOURSE, 
Acting Treasurer of the United States. 
Hon. Ricnarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 


Reported: That the committee deemed it proper to call on the Secretary of the Treasury for a more specified 
view of the subject, and have received from him the document A, which is herewith submitted. 

That document shows that the average deposits of the Treasury in the Bank of the United States 
from 1819 to 1827, inclusive, amounts to the sum of $2,633,584, and on which it may be supposed that 
the bank might, with propriety, operate as if it were so much of capital, this being believed to be the 
calculation of banks generally in their operations. 

It may be presumed that the report has been referred to the Committee on Finance that they might 
consider whether any legislative act could be bottomed thereon. For a full understanding of the subject 
the committee submit the 15th, 16th, and 20th sections of the “act to incorporate the Bank of the United 
States,” being the sections most applicable to the subject before them. 

“Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That during the continuance of this act, and whenever required 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, the said corporation shall give the necessary facilities for transferring 
the public funds from place to place within the United States or the territories thereof, and for distributing 
the same in payment of the public creditors, without charging commissions or claiming allowance on 
account of difference of exchange; and shall also do and perform the several and respective duties of the 
Commissioners of Loans for the several States, or of any one or more of them, whenever required by law. 

“Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That the deposits of the money of the United States, in places in 
which the said bank and branches thereof may be established, shall be made in said bank or branches 
thereof, unless the Secretary of the Treasury shall, at any time, otherwise order and direct; in which case 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall immediately lay before Congress, if in session, and if not, immediately 
after the commencement of the next session, the reasons of such order or direction. 

“Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That, in consideration of the exclusive privileges and benefits 
conferred by this act upon the said bank, the president, directors, and company thereof shall pay to the 
United States, out of the corporate funds thereof, the sum of one million and five hundred thousand dollars, 
in three equal payments; that is to say, five hundred thousand dollars at the expiration of two years; five 
hundred thousand dollars at the expiration of three years; and five hundred thousand dollars at the 
expiration of four years after the said bank shall be organized and commence its operations in the manner 
herein before provided.” 

The 16th section directs “that the deposits of the money of the United States shall be made in the 
bank and its branches.” No change can be made therein without a direct violation of the charter, which 
the faith of the nation is bound to sustain; no view of that kind could be contemplated by any person, 
and none, it is presumed, has been contemplated. There was no obligation of deposit in the charter of the 
old bank, but Congress thought proper to direct, by law, that the custom-house bonds should be deposited 
in it and its branches, being more secure in every point of view, especially as a check on the Collectors of 
the Customs, who, prior to that act, had all the receipts at their disposal, and who might have been 
tempted to lend the public money to their friends, by which, and incorrect conduct in some of them, much 
of the public money might have been lost. 

The 15th section compels the bank to transfer the money received in any one part of the United States 
to any other without charge of commission or allowance for any difference of exchange that may exist 
between the different parts of the Union, and to perform the duties of Commissioners of Loans in the 
several States and Territories without any charge or allowance therefor. The transfer of the money of 
the United States by the Treasury from one part to another would be attended with great risk and some 
expense. In the transfer, time is lost on a part, so that so much thereof thus passing and repassing 
cannot be considered by the bank as that kind of deposit on which it could with safety operate as a fund 
to justify discounts thereon. It may and probably does lessen the operative deposits at least half a 
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million of dollars annually, for the bank could not extend their discounts on money in transitu as if it 
were actually in their vaults. The bank is bound to draw the money of the United States from any one 
part of the Union to any other without any allowance for loss of exchange. This, it is presumed, is a 
considerable saving to the United States in the exchange, and a security against the risk of transport and 
fraudulent agents. For example, there is collected annually in New Orleans, of public money, an amount 
probably not wanted in that part of the Union; the balance must be transferred to some of the Atlantic 
States where the public debt, the expenditures for the Navy, Army, and civil list, are to be paid. The 
exchange almost always is in favor of New Orleans; the difference of exchange is believed to be from 
two to four, and sometimes five per cent., which is a saving to the United States; not a positive loss to 
the bank, because it may, and probably does, save itself by the purchase of bills of exchange on Europe, 
which it can sell in the Atlantic States without loss, an operation which would be very difficult and 
expensive (and perhaps dangerous from bad agents) for the Treasury to perform. The bank is also 
obliged to perform the duties of Commissioners of Loans without charge. The old bank was not compelled 
to do those duties; and Commissioners of Loans were appointed by Government. What were their duties ? 
To pay the principal and interest of the public debt, and also to pay all the pensioners of the nation; for 
this latter service they were allowed a commission of two per cent. on the amount paid by each, and a 
similar commission is now paid to agents employed where there is no branch of the bank. The document 
B shows that the annual average amount for the last three years paid by the bank to pensioners without 
charge is $995,672, which, at two per cent., is a saving of $19,813 44 per annum to the Treasury. Document 
C shows the annual payments made to the Commissioners of Loans for salaries and contingencies, when 
the amount paid to pensioners was inconsiderable. If the Commissioners had continued to perform the 
duties, their salaries and contingencies must have amounted at the least to $40,000 per annum, which is 
so much saved to the Treasury in consequence of the duties being performed gratis by the bank. It is 
no small advantage that bad agencies are completely avoided by the present mode, and that it lessens the 
number of officers and makes the accounts more clear and easier to be understood. 

The 20th section says: “That, in consideration of the exclusive privileges and benefits conferred upon 
the bank, there shall be paid to the Treasury, out of the corporate funds of the bank, the sum of $1,500,000 
in three annual payments, commencing after the expiration of the second year.” The benefits can be 
reduced to calculation: they are, it is believed, considered to be the profit derived to the bank from the 
Treasury deposits. What is the pecuniary advantage ? 

That derived from the deposits of the Treasury on the annual average of...............+++ $2,633,584 
From which might fairly be deducted a half million on account of the money in transitu, which 

cannot be considered a deposit on which the bank could operate. 

The annual interest on $2,633,584 at 6 per cent. is....... ST eee ere ee 158,015 








aD 


For which the bank has paid $1,500,000 as a bonus, which sum divided into 17 years (per 


NINE: Ti) ME UNNI Y G0 oss oven cecins cas vives oeen Tere ore , $88,235 
Average annual interest thereon from the time the instalments on account of the bonus were 
actually paid until the expiration of the charter, amounts (per same document) to..... ; 85,682 
Duties of Commissioners of Loans, performed by the bank gratis, would have cost, as already 
WWE nen sss ee VMI aiiee ceheneewe Mieraee alee aks 4046s ee eee TOE eT eT 40,000 
215,917 














If this statement be correct, and it is believed to be, then the bank (in a pecuniary point of view) 
has not been a gainer; the United States have (it would appear) been amply paid for all the advantages 
derived from the deposits of their funds in the bank and its branches. 

The committee ask leave to take a more extensive view of the subject that it may be more fully 
understood by Senators who have not particularly turned their attention to the subject. 

The bank was chartered on the 10th of April, 1816; its capital thirty-five millions of dollars, of which 
the United States were to hold one-fifth or seven millions, which seven millions was to be paid by a deposit 
of stock paying an interest of only five per cent. The subscribers were bound to pay one-quarter of their 
subscription in specie, and the other three-quarters in specie or in stock of the United States, bearing an 
interest of six per cent., when the Government made its payment in stock only, and that bearing an interest 
of one per cent. per annum less than that paid in by individuals or corporations. The charter authorized 
the Government to redeem the stock paid by individuals at par at any time it thought proper, although 
such stock would not have been redeemable until other such stocks should have become payable. The 
object of the subscribers in paying with stock above par at the time was that, bearing an interest, it 
would enable the bank to make dividends until it could get into complete operation. The subscribers 
were completely and quickly deprived of that advantage; for the act of Congress, dated March 3, 1817, 
immediately after the bank had commenced business, authorized and directed the Commissioners of the 
Sinking Fund to redeem the public debt held by the bank, and they did so, by which the bank suffered an 
actual loss of $251,641, estimated at the then value of such stock in the market.—/( See Document D.) 

The exclusive privilege given to the bank was highly important to that institution. Without the 
security given by the charter, “that no other bank should be established during its term,” it is not 
probable that a sufficient number of subscribers could have been obtained. The provision was also 
useful to the nation: it prevented all application to Congress for other banks, and effectually prevented it 
from granting other charters. The example furnished by the States show how difficult it would have 
been to have resisted such applications. 

What facilities does the bank give to the Treasury as compensation for the exclusive privilege? It 
collects all the custom-house bonds; it receives and keeps safe the receipts for public lands, wherever it 
has a branch; it tranfers the money of the nation from any one part of the Union to any other where it 
may be required; it makes those transfers without any charge for a difference of exchange, which would 
be no little expense to the Treasury; it pays the public debt, by which it is subjected to large drains of 
specie highly injurious to its other operations, inasmuch as those drains compel the bank to lessen its 
discounts. It is peculiarly so at the present time, when the principal of the public debt is paying off 
rapidly; nearly one-third thereof is owned by foreigners, who, finding it difficult to reinvest, do probably 
draw the specie for remittance in preference to remit in exchange at its present high rate. The bank 
also pays off almost all the pensioners, which is a saving, as already shown, of nearly $20,000 per annum; 
and all those acts are performed by it free of any charge whatever to the Treasury. In addition, it is 
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considered a safe deposit for the public funds, by which losses similar to those heretofore incurred by the 
deposit of the public money in State banks to the amount of a million of dollars is completely avoided. 

It has not been deemed proper to include the deposits of 1817 and 1818 in the average; they were 
incidentally large, arising from a variety of causes such as cannot happen again; one of them was, the 
bank had agreed with the Treasury to assume and account for the debts due by some of the State banks 
to the Treasury, which were immediately charged to the bank, and which could not be drawn immediately 
from those institutions without endangering them; and some of them have not yet repaid all that the 
pank had assumed to pay for them. But if those years had been included, the general result would still 
have shown that the bank had amply paid for the benefit derived from the Treasury deposits. 

From the preceding view, and the committee believe it to be correct, it has appeared to them “that 
there is no necessity for legislating on the subject.” 








r. 


Treasurer’s Orricr, March 29, 1828. 

Sir: I have the honor,.in compliance with your reference to this office of Mr. Smith’s letter of the 28th 
iustant, to state that the annual average amount of public moneys in the Bank of the United States and 
its branches during the years 1819 to 1827, inclusive, was $2,633,584 04; that the average quarterly 
amounts for each year from 1817 to 1827, inclusive, were as follow: 








rah a waka deka SER RR ORs Kawa Ra Geaetess $10,153,589 53 
IESE SEIS es yO Mt EAT AIRE Pao ee Seen 5,246,475 82 
eer eee ee er ee Ie eer ere era ee 742,766 14 
NE Hi ENS e Kae LE WANDS WEAR eee OHS SRERERS S20 % 05 1,130,936 08 
co ERE SE LETC TERE TT TE EET PTC TTT Ter eT eT eee 199,427 88 
CENA wae UNE EREKR ER LARORETKOAS ERS KANEKO E ESS 1,510,352 21 
eT PEO ROT TE PET ee ee ee ey Te ee 5,415,252 34 
Oe rer Tere re eee ee Tee ee Pere eee ee 3,162,335 47 
RE CREME ChE RNa Keds SSSA RRO GRWS 2 Awe as ews 3,642,546 06 
es RA RUS cous h esas nneesd REReRwRen nk hed 3,546,913 12 
en aE EOC an een ee eee rere 3,751,726 94 

Re Tee ey ee er re ey rT eer re  ae 39,102,321 59 

Be PEPE PETE CTS eee Te eT ee eee ee ee eee 3,544,756 50 








With reference to the report from this office of the 20th instant, permit me to observe that the average 
annual amount of deposits for the years 1817 to 1827, therein exhibited, was predicated upon the quar- 
terly average amounts as stated above, by adding the whole together and dividing by 11, the number of 
years embraced in the period called for. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
MICHAEL NOURSE, Acting Treasurer. 





B. 


Treasury Department, Third Auditor's Office, April 26, 1828. 

Sir: In pursuance of your reference to this office of that part of the last paragraph of the letter of 
the Hon. S. Smith, chairman of the Committee on Finance of the Senate of the United States, which relates 
to it, I have ascertained the amount of pensions paid by the Bank of the United States and its branches 
for the last three years as far as the accounts have been rendered; and where they have not been rendered, 
the amount has been averaged according to former payments, viz: 





FN RPC CE ETC CT RET TUT TTT CLCTET EEE TET $1,057,160 35 
Do. EE NRK 564 RREAR RUE ER SSO OAKS S KER S ES 1,003,514 50 

Do. CGA SU Wed ks Madea ee ike s DACA ReS 926,343 70 
ay teal beaeh ake cadiletaach Souk 2,987,018 65 








The rate of commissions allowed for paying pensions, where any are allowed to agents or institutions 
other than the Bank of the United States and its branches, is two per cent. At this rate the annual 
amount of commissions would be as follows, viz: 


Cf MP ere ee eee ere eT Tee eee ee eee, Te Tee Tee eee eee $21,143 20 
eS estes ie ee ew aw ol Fee Eee Te eT ee Tee eee ET Eee TEE Ee 20,070 29 


eee errr es er et ery ee eee eee ee ee 18,526 87 


I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
PETER HAGNER, Auditor. 
Hon. Ricuarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. ; 
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C. 


Statement of the amount annually paid to the loan officers of the United States for salaries and contingencies, 
from the year 1790 to 1818, inclusive. 





NERY Serre eer enrer een Peer re reer es a. eee ere se ser gts Gab . $27,325 39 
Seer sree erry re ee ae DS. Se oer er rarer et 26,565 33 
tire eee eesekehaxKtkaseens B2006 74 | (2008... .225...5. bake ten baskese ks 26,692 19 
ESR eres oer res er SE he oss vc takwesubheens ss tnes 24,197 16 
Bs cd gp las Mhphe ba SNe Te. DSPs is as cstiucissesouns pigs a5 26,675 63 
| SESS ere ee ne rere SN NN ci ven soon war cewe kee tin. xa 
Pe Ag aed bieeeea 32,455 96 || 1812...... separ eecsentweneerrns 26,703 11 
es Ca i eee car weate a ee ee eras ..-. 26,620 50 
cae vac ay phehleeRbie 23,209 72 RRO TT eT Pr errr ee 26,578 01 
i eee he eePeiewbanse-s 26,567 38 ER alae ddan Matinee aes 31,584 51 
ee egy gi bo ee gg 27,197 40 eee Serene err 31,345 21 
CE eS ee bre Ca Wh buna 26,129 51 PE ee rere errr ere” . 80,675 80 
| yer ren free ee 26,914 64 errr rr meeker 2,042 30 
SEES eee oe ae eer es 26,999 95 sivniaihantaisiiy 
ECA ick ike ed iakdk xwwees 26,552 16 WE scicerrcvercessGudans 755,022 00 
ee eee ee ee ee 27,416 49 || ee 





JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury Department, Legister’s Office, April 10, 1828. 





D. 


Statement exhibiting the amount of the several denominations of the public debt purchased at par of the Bank 
of the United States during the second quarter of the year 1817; showing also the periods at which the 
stocks would have become redeemable under the laws by which they were created; the value of the several 
stocks in the market at the time of purchase; and the difference between that value and the amount received 
by the bank. 





























| #22 
Stocks. Amount. Periods at which the stocks were redeemable | Market value, per New York price g s g 
by the creating acts. current of July 9, 1817. g 4 x | 
= eas 
| 4 
Old 6 per Cent .....cccccvcescees | $34,082 4 | Annually, by payments of 8 per cent. On aC- | Par.sssssceccsecececseccceecccececee| seeeeeeeceeees 
count of interest and principal. 
Deferred 6 per cent .......+2e008 73,834 61 |...eeeeeee dO. .csccesescccces dO .cccceeee oe | Par. cccccccccceccccccccccdovece © ceo] cccccccsce eves 
3 PEF CEN ...ccccscccvcccscccces | 1,464,593 94 | At pleasure of Government........+eee0eees 65 percent....... ee ee 
DMT SOIC vecccrinsessnse] Ey verseen Ol 1 Sunmery TWO iiss soc ccsccswisclewewe'sn's sie 2 per cent. AdVANCE « ..sseeseeeeeeeee $34,548 71 
6 per cent. Treasury notes....... BB ZIG ED | vin.w0s 6.000800 01000605006 Gino's S00 0600 0600 0000e 0] 96500 600000 09006 0450000000600.00000806 505 16 
6 per cent. Of 1813 ......ceeeeeee | EVs, Uk OL | SORUSTY E. MEOD ccicnsnisicod 8500000 eseesas ene BE PEL CONE sic csascevccccesecece cece 90,127 90 
6 per cent. Of 1814......eeeeeeee 2,615, 194 93 | Jantary 1, 1827 2... ccccccscseccesessecavecs BE PEF CENE ..cccccce sosccoccseseove 63, 340 52 
G percent. OF 1615 ......c0ccesss || iepiees Gabe ari 8 MUTT 9, RUSS ocsun ase baceedweeseenus oeisie BEDONOON acs sassewenseeronsesess< 63,118 80 
Louisiana 6 per cent ........+++ | 373,000 00 | In 1818, 1819, and 1820 .3......seceeeeeeeeee BBE asc ciicvaane snnncawaes sausiuecaces eas casaeoseses 
| eiedilaesmnicatiis 
| 13,043,776 13 251,641 09 








. JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, May 2, 1828. 





E. 
Statement showing the annual amount that would have been paid to the Government by the Bank of the United 
States had the bonus of $1,500,000 been divided into seventeen annual payments; exhibiting also the 
average annual amount of interest on the bonus from the time the instalments were actually paid. 


Had the bonus paid by the bank been divided and made in seventeen equal annual pay- 





ments, the annual payment would have been................2-e0ceeeees bese eeeaes $88,235 29 

And the average annual interest from the time the instalments on account of the bonus were 
actually paid until the expiration of the charter amounts to ........... peeiceynds es 85,682 35 
173,917 64 








JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury Departuent, Register’s Office, April 24, 1828. 
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ON RETRENCHING THE EXPENSES OF THE GOVERNMENT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MAY 15, 1828. 
Mr. Hamtrron, from the Select Committee to whom the subject was referred, made the following report: 


The Select Committee appointed under the following resolution: Resolved, That a Select Committee 
be appointed, whose duty it shall be to inquire and report to this House if any, and what, retrenchment 
can be made with safety to the public interest in the number of the officers of the Government of the 
United States and in the amount of salaries which they may respectively receive; more especially to report 
specifically on the following heads: 

1. What reductions of expense can be made in the State Department in the number and salaries of 
the officers and clerks attached to this Department, in the expenses regulating the foreign intercourse, 
and in the printing and distribution of the public laws of the United States. 

2. What reductions in the Treasury Department, and whether an effective system of accountability 
and for the collection of the public dues is there established. 

3. What reductions of expense can be made in the Navy Department in the clerks and officers now 
acting subordinately to the Secretary of the Navy. 

4, What reductions of expense can be made in the Department of War, in the Indian Department, 
and in the clerks and officers now acting subordinately to the Secretary of War. 

5. What reductions of expense can be made in the number of officers, and the amount of compensation 
which they may receive, in the Postmaster General’s Department. 

6. And that the committee be further instructed to examine the several contingent funds of each of 
these Departments and to report the amount and objects for which disbursements have been made from 
these funds, and that they report the amounts, vouched and unvouched, which have been paid from the 
secret service fund since the first day of July, 1790, or the fund regulating the contingencies of foreign 
intercourse, and of the fund for the expenses of the intercourse with the Barbary Powers. 

And that they further report whether the compensation of members of Congress should be reduced, 
and whether the fixed salaries of the officers of this House and its contingent expenses can with propriety 
be diminished. 

And further, that they inquire whether any modification of the Sinking Fund act can be made with a 
view of producing a more speedy extinguishment of the public debt, respectfully report, in part: 


That, in obedience to the injunctions contained in the foregoing resolution, they have taken the 
several subjects referred to them into consideration; and before exhibiting the results of their labors, they 
desire to propitiate the indulgence of the House for the imperfect manner in which they may have 
discharged their duty by a statement of the difficulties which belong to the subject and have characterized 
their examination of it. 

In the first place, the field of inquiry is coextensive very nearly with the whole operations of this 
Government. An inquiry to do justice to which, from its multiplied relations, the patient and uninter- 
rupted labors of a year would scarcely suffice; but when it is considered that the session had made no 
inconsiderable progress before your committee were appointed, and that since their appointment a 
question of eminent magnitude, exciting the deepest interest, affecting nothing more or less in its 
influence than the entire industry of the country, has been before the House for a period of seven weeks, 
by which the attention of every member of the committee representing, as they ought, the sympathies as 
well as the interests of their constituents, has been called off from the specific duties of this trust, and 
that, besides this unavoidable abstraction, the first four weeks after the primary organization of the 
committee were consumed in obtaining answers to their several calls on the Departments, and the last 
six of their session have unfortunately been interrupted by the severe indisposition of one of their number 
and the continued illness of another;—notwithstanding these disadvantages, they nevertheless cherish 
the hope their labors will not prove altogether fruitless, and that they have ascertained and elucidated 
many facts on which sound principles of administration may hereafter be superinduced, leading to a 
judicious frugality in the disbursements of the public money and enforcing a rigid accountability in the 
public agents. 

Your committee considered it as their first duty to address a letter, a copy of which is marked No. 1, 
(in the Appendix,) to each of the heads of the Executive Departments, the Postmaster General, and the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives, calling on them for precise information as to the reductions which 
might be made without injury to the public service in the number and salaries of the clerks and officers 
in their respective Departments and in the contingent expenses of the same. Their several answers, 
marked No. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, will be found in the Appendix. 

It will be scen from these documents that each of the Secretaries of the Executive Departments 
conceives that neither the number nor the salaries received by the officers and clerks in their respective 
offices can be diminished with safety to the public interest. . 

Your committee feel great difficulty in concurring in this opinion. This difference between their im- 
pressions and the opinions of these officers has convinced them of what could, in no event, have been 
doubtful, that without the cordial aid of the Executive no effective scheme of retrenchment can be insti- 
tuted; hence it is that the conviction expressed by these officers, added to the fact that it was impossible 
for the committee to ascertain by their own examination the amount of labor done by each clerk in the 
several offices, has prevented them from proposing any specific reduction in the number of clerks in the 
several offices, because they were apprehensive, without the concurrence of opinion and co-operation of 
the chief of each Department, they might cut off some useful branch of the public service in aiming at 
the excision of some unnecessary one. Your committee, however, as will be seen in the testimony reported 
in the Appendix, obtained information enough to satisfy them that by a judicious system of reform, insti- 
tuted by the Executive officers themselves, at least one-third of the present number of clerks in the 
Departments might be reduced with safety to the public interest. We believe that there are, in fact, a 
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corps of invalid pensioners attached to some of these offices, and just in proportion to their increasing 
disability to discharge their duties is an increased necessity for the appointment of new clerks; to say 
nothing of the fact disclosed in the evidence, that an actual incumbent is considered to have such a sort 
of property in the office as to enable him to farm out its duties and to receive a part of its revenues for 
doing nothing. We also think that, by a new distribution of the office hours, there would be an addition 
of at least one-third to the amount of labor actually performed, which, in itself, would involve a reduction 
of one-third of the number of clerks employed; and this might be effected by a standing regulation that 
the public offices should be open during the winter from nine to one and from three to five in the after. 
noon; and in the summer from nine o’clock in the morning until three o’clock p. m. The offices being 
open during the afternoon would afford great facilities to members having business with the Departments 
after the daily adjournment of the two Houses of Congress. At present the public offices are not actually 
open for the discharge of public business more than, on an average, four hours each day. With a hope of 
applying a remedy to these abuses your committee have prepared and will report a bill. 

As your committee have not interpreted your instructions as extending to their considering any 
reduction of the oflicers in the Army, Navy, judiciary, and custom-house department, they have forborne 
to investigate subjects sufficiently various and important for a separate inquiry; they will, therefore, pro- 
ceed, in the order of the series presented by the resolution, to give the result of their examination of each 
Department. 


1. STATE DEPARTMENT. 


“What reductions of expense can be made in the State Department in the number and salaries of the officers 
and clerks attached to this Department, in the expenses regulating the foreign intercourse, and in the printing 
and distribution of the public laws of the United States.” 


For the reasons assigned in the preliminary part of this report, your committee will recommend no 
specific reduction in the number of the clerks in this Department; although they feel satisfied that, had 
the officer at its head concurred with them in the opinion, they might have presented a plan for not only a 
gradual reduction of the number of clerks, but for an actual increase in the efficiency of their labors, 

The office contingencies in this Department will be noticed in a subsequent part of this report. 

“In the expenses regulating the foreign intercourse” your committee are decidedly of opinion that 
the diplomatic relations of the country are on a scale unnecessarily expensive; that instead of hereafter 
having ministers of the first grade at Colombia and Madrid, chargés ought to be substituted; and that 
consuls general or commercial agents will be adequate to all the public objects at Naples, Guatemala, 
Chili, and Buenos Ayres, with a plenipotentiary at Mexico. 

Your committee concur entirely in the view taken, in their report, by the Committee on the 
Expenditures of the State Department, made during the present session, on the propriety of abolishing 
the fund created in the appropriation act under the denomination of defraying “the contingent expenses of 
all missions abroad,” as they believe that it merely enables, in point of fact, the Secretary of State to make 
such additions to the compensation of ministers and diplomatic agents as he thinks proper. In some 
cases the allowance made for contingencies to ministers and chargés, annually, is nearly one-eighth of the 
amount of their salaries. They would, therefore, recommend a fixed appropriation for the contingencies 
of each mission, varying from $300 to $600, according to the exigencies of each mission, but in no case 
exceeding the latter amount, which sum is to cover the expenses of stationery, postage, office, clerk hire, 
and all other contingencies whatsoever. 

In relation “to the printing and distribution of the public laws,” (an item of no small importance, ) 
your committee will postpone their remarks and suggestions on this point until they present, as they will 
do in the sequel of their report, their views on the public printing generally, a topic of sufficient import- 
ance to claim a separate discussion. 

Your committee, whilst they propose meeting all the requirements of the resolutions under which 
they are acting, have taken the liberty of adopting an order, in bringing out the information they have 
collected, not exactly conformable to the series of topics presented in the resolutions themselves as sub- 
jects of inquiry; but as they have believed that the connexion of the different parts of this report could 
be better maintained and the continuity of the text better preserved by so doing, they will arrange speci- 
fically, under the head of each Department, the entire results of their examination of such Department, 
both as to the practicability of future retrenchments and the objects and amounts of its past disburse- 
ments; although, under the resolution, the latter investigation would seem more properly to belong to the 
sixth division of the same. 

In pursuance of this plan, your committee will now proceed to exhibit, first, the general expenditures 
of the State Department, and next, a more detailed exposition of its particular disbursements ; and in 
the discharge of this portion of their duty, (which requires them to “examine the contingent fund of each 
of the Departments, and to report the objects and amounts for which disbursements have been made, &c.,”) 
in beginning with the Department of State, it is necessary to premise that there are three distinct con- 
tingent funds under the control of this Department: one to defray the contingent expenses of the Depart- 
ment itself, including the expenses of printing and publishing the laws; another for the contingent 
expenses of foreign intercourse, and a third for the contingent expenses of missions abroad. Indeed, the 
whole expenditure on account of these missions, stated as well as contingent, depends on the discretion 
of the Executive, exercised through the Department of State; for though the salaries and outfits paid to 
the functionaries of the nation abroad are regulated by law, yet the number and grade of these function- 
aries, and of course the total amount expended for their support, are primarily determined by the will of 
the Executive, to whom it belongs, under the Constitution, to “appoint ambassadors, other public minis- 
ters, and consuls.” 

For this reason, and for the further one that the committee are expressly instructed to inquire into 
the “expenses of the foreign intercourse” of the country, the whole amount of these expenses will be 
embraced in the view about to be submitted of the disbursements of public money through the agency 
of the State Department. The committee feel the less difficulty in taking this extended view of the 
expenditures of the Department of State, because in doing so they are only following the example of the 
head of that Department, in a letter addressed by him to the committee, and which will be found annexed 
to this report, marked No. 2. In that letter, purporting to be in compliance with a resolution of the com- 
mittee requesting the expression of his opinion whether the number or salaries of the officers employed 
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in his Department, or any other expenses incident to it, could be reduced without detriment to the public 
service, he took occasion to exhibit several statements in relation to past disbursements of the Depart- 
ment, embracing the whole range above mentioned, and founded thereon certain comparisons of its 
expenses during equal periods of the late and of the present administrations. Though these statements 
and comparisons were uncalled for, the committee avail themselves of the facts disclosed by them, as 
having the sanction of the highest authority and bearing the stamp of unquestionable authenticity. It 
appears from the statements contained in this letter that the expenditures of the State Department for 
the various objects intrusted to its management were, during the last three years of the late administra- 
tion, and the three years just elapsed of the present administration, as follows, to wit: 





LAST ADMINISTRATION. PRESENT ADMINISTRATION, 
Relea iene Gus ions vivex ics $173,879 51 1895........ er eee webtnns $306,731 74 
ic ate tin dicn pdr veertins 314,668 56 1896..... Wet alchuctas sXactanans . 255,296 20 
Saree eee ne ane ka. re sates is .... 287,463 42 

759,279 34 849,491 36 


159,279 34 


Making the expenditure of the present exceed that of the last administration by... ..- 90,212 02 





From reference to the document marked B, which accompanied and is referred to in the Secretary’s 
fetter, and from which his statements are compiled, it appears that, besides the contingent expenses of 
the Department and the general expenses of foreign intercourse, including the intercourse with the Bar- 
bary Powers and the relief and protection of distressed American seamen, there are included in the 
amounts given by him, as above, three other items, depending upon wholly different principles in regard 
to any discretionary control of the Department over them, and which ought not, therefore, in the opinion 
of the committee, to enter into a comparison like that instituted by the Secretary. The three items 
alluded to are the treaty with Spain of the 27th February, 1819, the sixth and seventh articles of the 
treaty of Ghent, and the first article of the treaty of Ghent. These are subjects of expense growing 
necessarily out of the obligation of international compacts, and not to be affected in any way by the 
discretion of the Executive or any of its officers. The first item, particularly, being the expense incident 
to what has been commonly called the Florida Board of Commissioners, whose existence and functions 
terminated under the last administration, and the whole burden of whose support, amounting to $63,114 31, 
fell upon that administration, excepting only the small sum of $1,125 paid under the present, cannot, 
it seems to the committee, upon any principle of propriety, be brought into the comparison. Taking 
these items out of the comparison, the account between the late and the present administration, in regard 
to disbursements over which the State Department has a discretionary control, will then stand thus: 


Late adminis- Present adminis 





tration. tration. 
ey I OD FO WIG ak on kc kee is eas ed ewes pikeenes $759,279 34 $849,491 36 
Deduct expenses under treaty with Spain, 6th and Tth articles treaty of 
Ne, SED GND OE TUS OID so in ake ni ceased be saadeseewesdes 126,603 97 71,679 63 
632,675 37 TT7,811 73 
632,675 37 
I ok conc ca ew ks ptt a ctpa hh ets es (wieder dee bade wanens , 145,136 36 


This difference the committee believe to be the true result of a comparison made, upon correct 
principles, between the late and present administrations as to the expenditures with which the State 
Department is connected. 

The Secretary of State, in the letter already referred to, says that the excess of the expenditures of 
the present administration, in this branch of the public service, over those of the last administration, may 
be satisfactorily accounted for, first, by the fact of “a remittance in December last to our European 
bankers of $70,000, which is charged to the service of the year 1827, although it will be disbursed in the 
year 1828;” and secondly, by the circumstance that no part of the appropriation of $100,000, made in 
1822, for missions to South America was applied until the succeeding year. In relation to the first 
circumstance, the committee would remark that although a requisition was made on the 5th day of 
December last by the State Department on the Treasury for the sum of $70,000 to be remitted to our 
European bankers, yet it appears that only $39,000 of that sum was remitted in that month, and that that 
amount only is charged in the accounts of the expenditures of 1827. The balance of the sum, $31,000, 
was not remitted until the 17th of January of the present year, and is charged among the expenditures 
of 1828.—(See letter of Secretary of State, marked D, and the accompanying statement of chief clerk of 
the Treasury; see also letter from Joseph Nourse, Register, marked E.) It moreover appears that, in 
providing for the foreign service of the Government, nothing is more common than to make remittances 
to Europe toward the close of one year, which cannot be disbursed till the succeeding year, as for example, 
in 1824 there were remitted to Europe, between the Tth day of October and the last day of December of 
that year, for the service of the State Department, in bills drawn payable sixty days after sight, the sum 
of $54,686 66, while the whole amount remitted in like form, between the same dates in the last year, 
was only $30,000.—(See letter from Joseph Nourse, marked E, and accompanying statement.) This 
circumstance, therefore, so far as it affects the comparison which has been made between the late and the 
present administrations, with reference to the expenditures of the State Department, operates in favor of 
instead of against the present administration. 

In relation to the other circumstance mentioned by tie Secretary of State, as satisfactorily 
accounting for the difference in the expenditures of that Department under the late and present administra- 
tions, it is true that no part of the appropriation made in 1822 for missions to South America was applied 
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until the following year; but it was then applied under the disadvantage incident to the original equip. 
ment of the missions, of sustaining a double charge, including outfits, as well as salaries, which would 
thus make the expenditures of one year equal to those of two in ordinary circumstances. Such would 
have been the effect if what was understood to be the plan of the last administration, in regard to our 
diplomatic establishment in South America, had been adhered to by the present. It is in the recollection 
of a majority of the committee that, in some proceedings of the House of Representatives on that subject, 
during the session of 182324, it was stated by the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, on 
the authority of communications derived from the then Secretary of State, that the Government con- 
templated, after that year, having only one minister of the highest grade in South America, and for such 
interests as were not committed to him to employ chargés, commercial agents, or consuls, according as 
one or other of these kinds of functionaries might be deemed most proper. An arrangement of this 
sort, the committee believe, would have been fully adequate to the protection of all our interests, and the 
fulfilment of all our obligations as a nation, and would have avoided much of the expense that has been 
incurred. But if the present administration have been necessarily subjected to a greater expense than 
the last, from an extension of our diplomatic establishment in America, they have, at the same time, been 
relieved by a reduction of that establishment in Europe. During the last three years of the late 
administration we had a Minister Plenipotentiary at Lisbon, who was recalled shortly before the close 
of that administration and replaced by a Chargé d’Affaires. The return of our minister at Madrid, about 
the same time, afforded a good opportunity of reducing, in like manner, the grade and expense of the 
mission to that Court; and it was, indeed, distinctly stated to the House of Representatives, on the 
occasion before alluded to, that such was the intention of the Government. The committee, therefore, 
cannot recognize, in either of the circumstances appealed to by the Secretary of State, the force and effect 
which he attributes to them. 

The Secretary of State, after presenting the comparison above mentioned, embracing equal periods of 
three years, suggests a comparison between the last two years of the late administration, and the first 
two of the present; the effect of which is to select from the last administration the two years of heaviest 
expenditure, and put them in contrast with two of the present administration, exempt from those peculiar 
and extraordinary charges which devolved upon the two years of the last administration chosen for the 
comparison. The committee, for the reasons just mentioned, consider the comparison first made altogether 
fair, and, as embracing longer periods of time, less liable to be influenced in its results by casual or 
temporary circumstances. 

The committee will now advert to some views which the Secretary of State has presented in his 
letter in relation to the appropriations for the service of that Department. Although, in the comparison 
exhibited by him of the expenditures of that Department under the late and present administration, he 
puts the year 1825 to the account of the present administration, yet, in the view presented by him cf the 
appropriations for the service of the two administrations, he transfers the appropriations of 1825 to the 
account of the last administration. The appropriations of 1825, however, were for the use of the present 
administration—they came to the hands of the present administration, and they have been expended by 
the present administration. In this view the committee think the appropriations of 1825 ought clearly 
to be carried to the account of the present and not of the last administration; and even if the question 
were who is responsible for the justness and propriety of those appropriations, the committee are still of 
opinion that the same classification would be correct, for they find that the appropriations of 1825 for 
the service of the State Department were, in fact, made upon estimates furnished by the present Chief 
Magistrate, (then Secretary of State,) contemplating and providing for the expenses of a new administra- 
tion, of which there was every probability he was to be the head. Putting the year 1825 to the account 
of the present administration, the comparative statement of appropriations for the service of the State 
Department, as collected from the document marked C, which accompanied and is referred to in the 
Secretary’s letter, will then stand thus: 
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A aI 154,800 1826........ viglbe theca ata nd ige h veeee 850,982 
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The Secretary of State refers to the diminished amount of appropriations for the service of that 
Department during the present year, which it seems is only $89,500. But it is proper to add that this 
diminished appropriation for the present year does by no means imply a diminished expenditure during the 
present year. In addition to the sum appropriated, there are large amounts in the hands of the Depart- 
ment, consisting of balances of former appropriations, still applicable to the service of the present vear, 
and as such included in the estimates for the support of the Government during the present year. These 
balances, for the various objects under the control of the State Department, are given in the document 
marked C, (which has already been referred to as accompanying the Secretary’s letter,) and will be found 
to amount to the sum of $228,273, which, added to the sum of $89,500 recently appropriated, forms an 
aggregate of $817,823 at the disposal of the State Department for the service of the present year. 

The Secretary of State proceeds to observe that “the small amount of appropriation required for the 
service of the present year is the result of economical savings out of previous appropriations ;” and for 
the purpose of showing this presents “a combined view of the appropriations and expenditures during 
the years 1825, 1826, and 1827, under those heads of appropriation, in the application of which a discre- 
tionary control is exercised through the Department of State.” Those heads, he adds, are ‘Ist, contingent 
expenses of foreign intercourse; 2d, intercourse with the Barbary Powers; 3d, relief and protection 
of American seamen; and 4th, the contingent expenses of the Department.” In this view, the Secretary 
gives the whole amount at the disposal of the Department for each of the above-mentioned objects, which, 
in some instances, consists of repayments and balances of former appropriations, as well as the cotem- 
porary appropriations of each year. The view of the Secretary is taken from a document, designated by 
the letter ©, which accompanied and is referred to in his letter, and has been several times already 
referred to by the committee. The committee, for the purpose of bringing the whole subject under the 
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eye at once, will throw the statement presented by the Secretary into a tabular form, and will then exhibit 
a similar statement compiled from the same document, showing the same amounts at the disposal of the 
Department and expended by it during the years 1822, 1823, and 1824. This comparison will enable the 
House to determine how far the “small amount of appropriation required for the service of the present 


year is the result of economical savings out of previous appropriations.” 


of State for the year 1825, 1826, and 1827, reduced to a tabular form, is as follows: 


The statement of the Secretary 





—— 


\Contingent expenses 
| foreign intercourse. 


Barbary Powers. 


Relief of seamen. 


Contingent expenses 
Department. 


Total. 








Surplus unexpended .....eeeeeeseees oe eecececeseee 





$127, 420 05 $100, 450 00 $99,678 84 $97,863 00 $425,411 80 
80,567 87 55,700 29 87,698 17 90, 305 00 314,271 43 

| 
46,852 08 44,749 71 11,980 67 7,558 00 111, 140 46 

















The following statement 
years 1822, 1823, 1824: 


shows the amounts disposable and expended under the same heads for the 





Contingent expenses 
foreign intercourse. 


Barbary Powers. 


| Relief of seamen. 





Amount disposable ......ceeeeeeeees ° 
Amount expended. .....e.eeee. Galo hianaewnecleeec anes 


Surplus unexpended .......seeee. 


Contingent expenses | 


Department. 


Total. 











| 
| 
} 
| 
| 232,453. 50 
| 


$103,231 57 $115 846 12 $130,357 28 | * 69,708 00 $419,142 97 
76,926 86 22,459 34 79,517 30 53,550 00 
26,304 71 93,386 78 50,839 98 16,158 00 186,689 47 








It appears from these statements that although the last administration had at their disposal, for the 
objects specified, a smaller sum than the present, yet the savings of the last out of that sum have been 
greater than those of the present by $75,549 01; and that the expenditures of the present administration, 
during a term of three years, for objects in regard to which it is said “a discretionary control is exercised 
through the Department of State,” have exceeded those of the last administration, for the same objects 
during an equal term, by the sum of $82,817 93. The committee, therefore, cannot concur in the sugges- 
tion of the Secretary of State, that “the small amount of appropriation required for the service of the 
present year is the result of economical savings out of previous appropriations.” They think a more 
satisfactory explanation of the fact is to be found in the large excess already exhibited of the appropria- 
tions asked for and granted during the years 1825, 1826, and 1827, over those of an equal period of the 
last administration. 

The committee, considering the views which the Secretary of State, in replying to a specifie call, thought 
proper to present in relation to the comparative expenses of the late and present administration, to be 
materially erroneous in several respects, have felt it their duty to submit the foregoing observations on 
those views to the House. At the same time, they do not intend to recognize the principle which such a 
comparison seems to imply, that the last administration is to be appealed to as a standard of economy; 
on the contrary, they are aware that that administration was thought by many to be profuse in its expen- 
ditures; and the committee themselves are of opinion that for many years past there has been far too 
little regard to economy in the operations of the Government in several of its branches. 

Your committee will now proceed to exhibit some statements respecting particular heads of expendi- 
tures through the State Department confided exclusively to the discretion of the President. 

That portion of the contingent fund for foreign intercourse which has been expended by the present 
Executive for objects not deemed by him expedient to disclose, generally denominated “secret service 
money,” is found, by reference to the document No. 8, greatly to exceed in amount the expenditure of the 
last three years of the late administration. 


_Expenditure for 1822, nothing. Expenditure for 1825 ............... $1,700 00 
re J cenareia 1,666 66 

TOW occas ccsccess 229000 i aoe: 

5,130 00 12,324 67 














It will be seen by the statement referred to, that there was expended during the Jate war with Great 
Britain for secret service, that is to say, from 1812 to 1815, $77,346 30 “upon the certificate of the Presi- 
dent, without specification.” This expenditure may seem to be large at first sight, but when it is recollected 
that the only crisis in which there would probably be any occasion to use a secret service fund in our 
Government to any considerable extent would be in a period of war, during which bribery is one of the 
means sanctioned by the practice of nations for the procurement of information, it must be manifest that 
a war epoch furnishes no standard for expenses of this character that belong to a period of peace. 

For example: Of the $77,346 30 which appear to have been expended during the war with Great 
Britain, it is now notorious that $50,000 were paid to John Henry for disclosures which were supposed 
might be important to the safety of the country and to the integrity of the Union; and if the particular 
occasions of the rest of this expenditure were known, it is confidently believed that they would be found 
referable to that necessary vigilance and precaution, which, in a period of war, not only watches the 
movements and designs of the enemy, but pries into the dispositions and intrigues of third Powers. 

That the legitimate occasions of this expenditure are confined almost exclusively to periods of war is 
further manifested by the fact that although their investigations, in pursuance of the instructions of the 
House, were carried back to July 1, 1790, yet the statement obtained from the Treasury failed to furnish 
any example of such an expenditure previous to September 16, 1812. The two payments mentioned by 
the Register as appearing from the printed public accounts to have been made to the Secretary of State 
in 1794 and in 1796, on account of the “contingent charges of Government,” the committee are satisfied 
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cannot properly be referred to the secret service fund. They find that, by an act of Congress passed March 
26, 1790, a sum of $10,000 was expressly appropriated for defraying the ‘contingent charges of Govern- 
ment,” but, at the same time, the President was required to ‘cause a regular statement and account of 
such expenditures to be laid before Congress at the end of the year.” Similar appropriations were made 
occasionally afterwards, “when the balances of former appropriations had been carried to the surplus 
fund.” These appropriations the committee consider to have been applicable exclusively to domestic 
purposes; and they have not been able to find any instances of a secret service expenditure in the domestic 
operations of the Government, except two, which occurred under the administration of Mr. Adams, who, 
on the 21st of December, 1799, signed two certificates of that character—one for $500, paid to James 
Ross, and the other for $1,320, paid to Samuel Lewis, sr., expressed to be for expenditures “in relation to 
the duties of the War Department,” but both of which were reported by a committee of the House of 
Representatives to be in violation of law. 

Rejecting a war crisis as furnishing any standard for these expenditures in time of peace, your com- 
mittee would invite a reference to the disbursements during a pacific era. By the table it will be seen 
that this administration expended, during the last year alone, $2,578 more than was disbursed by the two 
preceding administrations in a period of nine years. 

Your committee felt themselves inhibited by the practice of the Government, if not by the authority 
of law, (the latter, however, they conceive somewhat questionable, ) to require an exhibition of the items 
of the expenditure of this appropriation; but in the course of their investigations they travelled up, as 
they have reason to suppose, to the door of this secret fund, which was offered to be opened to them on 
terms to which they did not feel it their duty to assent. 

In the Appendix it will be seen that your committee received a communication apprising them that 
the late Daniel P. Cook, late member of Congress from the State of Illinois, had received the sum of $5,500 
for some services connected with the foreign relations of the country. As no record appeared of this item 
on any of the accounts transmitted either from the Treasury or the Department of State, your committee 
called on the Secretary of State to inform them, if, in point of fact, Mr. Cook had been so employed, where 
they were to look for the settlement of the account. This call resulted in an overture on the part of the 
Secretary of State to make to the committee ‘‘a confidential communication” respecting this expenditure, 
which “he neither admitted nor denied.” On full consideration, your committee decided to decline receiving 
a communication burdened with such an obligation, as they desired to make no report to this House which 
might not be common to the people, whose trustees and servants we are. 

That Mr. Cook, after the adjournment of Congress in the spring of 1827, received an appointment 
from the President, connected with our foreign intercourse ; that one thousand dollars were paid to him 
in advance, and in part compensation for his services ; that he actually embarked from New York for 
Cuba towards the end of April, (which it appears was the place of his public destination ;) that he 
arrived early in June at St. Louis, Missouri, on his return home; that he was in exceedingly critical 
health, and in doubtful condition to attend to any business, more especially of a diplomatic character, 
requiring so much labor and anxiety; that he did not understand the language of the people among 
whom he was sent—probably as a secret agent ; that he must have been less than one month in Cuba on 
this service ; that he was to receive, and has probably received, a further sum than the amount of the 
- advance made him in remuneration for his services, and that this remuneration came out of the secret 
service fund, are facts wh ‘ur committee think abundantly appear from the testimony in the Appen- 
dix. They coerce, on th - ce, the solemn inquiry why Mr. Cook, under such circumstances, was 
appointed a secret agent, and why he was paid out of this fund? Whilst your committee feel the force 
of this question, they feel it likewise their duty to leave it where they find it, with the remark that such 
payment, made from such a fund, finds no sanction from the precedent of an agency to Cuba, instituted 
during the administration of Mr. Monroe, which was filled with eminent ability by Mr. Thomas Randall, 
and whose compensation was paid with specification out of the contingent fund of foreign intercourse, 
and audited under the ordinary circumstances of official notoriety at the Treasury. 

It will be seen in the journal of the proceedings of your committee that a resolution was moved by 
one of its members requesting the Secretary to inform the committee, confidentially, “what portion of 
the secret service fund money paid since the 4th March, 1825, was paid for services directed to be per- 
formed under the administration of James Monroe, late President of the United States.” It is due to a 
majority of your committee to avow the motive which influenced their vote, independently of the objec- 
tionable condition of secrecy which the resolution itself involved. They thought it unjust to make the 
administration of Mr. Monroe responsible for agencies of which, even if he had directed them, the duration. 
and expenses were exclusively under the control of his successor. 

Your committee, considering that the Constitution has, with a wise jealousy, especially exacted 
publicity in the fiscal transactions of the Government, are of opinion that this secret fund, from the 
abuses to which it is liable, ought to be abolished in time of peace; and that, if allowed during a war, 
it should be regularly accounted for by the President in a message, on the termination of hostilities, to 
both Houses, which they may or may not consider confidential ; and your committee, for this purpose, 
report a bill. 

Your committee find, by an examination of the fund for the contingent expenses of foreign inter- 
course, that the expenses of bearing despatches have been greatly increased during the three years of the 
present, when contrasted with the last three years of the late administration, as appears by the following 
exhibit : 
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They think that the discretion which the Secretary of State in fact employs, both in appointing and 
compensating bearers of despatches, is liable to strong objection. In practice we fear it is prone to 
degenerate into a species of favoritism altogether adverse to the public interest; for your committee 




















1828. | RETRENCHING EXPENSES OF GOVERNMENT. 105 








have reason to apprehend that it is little short of a convenient mode of sending favorites abroad to travel 
for their pleasure, health, or instruction, out of the public coffers. 

Amidst the numerous appointments of messengers made by the present administration, they will 
select the account of J. H. Pleasants, editor of the Richmond Whig, because that case, in their estimation, 
presents the most flagrant example of abuse. 

It appears that on the 19th of April, a little more than a month after the inauguration of the Presi- 
dent, this gentleman received the appointment of bearer of despatches to Rio Janeiro and Buenos Ayres. 
The circumstances of his journey from Richmond to Boston in seeking a passage ; his ultimate embarka- 
tion at New York, on the 28th of May, in the William Tell, for South America; the incidents which 
occurred on board that vessel ; his leaving his “important despatches” in charge of the captain of the 
William Tell and going on board another vessel bound to Antwerp ; his again debarking from this vessel 
and embarking at sea on board a ship bound to Liverpool ; his spending the summer in England “in 
seeing the country,” and his ultimate return to New York in October, are detailed in his letters, narrative 
and penitential, to Mr. Clay, in the Appendix, marked No. 9; whilst the subjoined account shows at 
whose expense these extraordinary voyages were made, viz : 


Department of State to John H. Pleasants. Dr. 


To this sum for voyages out and home...........ccccecccccceccccceces ere rere eT Tree $900 00 
To actual expenditures in travelling expenses and board, from the time of leaving Richmond, 
on the 19th of April, 1825, to 28th May of the same year, in which interval I was seeking, 


from Baltimore to Boston, the means of getting to Buenos Ayres..............00000005 247 00 

To expenses on my return from New York to Richmond........ Teer eters oases pps ele « 37 00 
To per diem allowance, at $6, from the 19th April to the 22d August, is 126 days, inclusive. . 756 00 
1,940 00 


Approved December 7, 1826. 

H. CLAY. 

This account was approved by the Secretary without vouchers.* 

In the first place, your committee are of opinion that Mr. Pleasants was entitled to no allowance for 
voyages, not one of which he performed in the public service ; at all events, if he paid his passage to 
Buenos Ayres in the William Tell before embarking, this was the extent of the allowance which should 
have been made him. 

Hither his despatches were or were not of importance ; if they were of importance, like a soldier on 
post, no consideration should have induced him to have deserted them ; if they were of no higher im- 
portance than to have rendered it safe that they should be confided to the captain of an ordinary merchant 
vessel, then they should have gone through this channel, and Mr. Pleasants ought not to have been 
appointed. The item of $900 for voyages is exorbitant, your committee believe, beyond the comparative 
rates of passage money to parts of the habitable globe the most remote. By looking at some of the 
accounts of other bearers of despatches employed and paid during the present administration the com- 
mittee find no corresponding rates. For example: Mr. George Watkins, who was sent to London with 
despatches, eight days after the inauguration of the President, at a cost of $1,347 68 for about 112 days’ 
service, charged and received but $466 for passage money, as per the subjoined account : 

a7 


United States to George Watkins, bearer of despatches to England in 1825. Dr. 

Compensation from the 12th March to Ist July, 112 days, at $6 per day........ istavnkesous, Se 
Allowance for the voyage out and home................ cccseeceees eee On ry eee ey 466 00 
Travelling expenses from Washington to New York........ er rere ladle toa eakebadels 36 00 
Post CHAISE AND PAIR FROM LiverPooL TO LONDON, AT TWO SHILLINGS STERLING PER MILE.........--. 97 68 
i EG ae ake a Vaaks Kon AG ie MN wKRAA STOR AES O Ke eee me RK RS 10 00 
Mail coach from London to Liverpool................eee-ee- are TT eT EET errr rors 25 00 
Expenses on the road............ ph aiwiees ba eaes eee ee ee eee ee eee Te Te Te ‘eens 5 00 
Travelling expenses from New York to Washington.............. Mitch vawen eee. Mewes 36 00 

1,347 68 


It moreover appears that Mr. Edward Wyer received, in 1826, but $600 for passage money out and 
home to Russia ; and that Theodore W. Clay, as bearer of despatches to Mexico, who, for 107 days’ occu- 
pation, received $1,205 compensation, had allowed to him but $300, out and home, for passage money to 
Vera Cruz. 

If this excessive allowance for passage money to Mr. Pleasants be objectionable, his per diem com- 
pensation is not the less so, as your committee are clearly of opinion he was not entitled to one cent after 
the day on which he left the William Tell and abandoned his despatches ; and if any person had a claim 
for such allowance, it was the captain of the William Tell, to whom the duty of bearing these despatches 
had been assigned by Mr. Pleasants. Viewing this case, together with the large expenditure made by 
this administration “for bearing despatches,” as an abuse, your committee will report a bill for regulating 
the compensation of bearers of despatches. 

The attention of your commiitee has been attracted to the amount paid out of the contingent fund of 
the State Department, as also out of the contingent fund for foreign intercourse for extra clerk hire for 
the last three years ; first, on account of the magnitude of the sum, when compared with the expendi- 
tures for the same object for the three years of the last administration ; secondly, on account of the 
misapplication and perversion of the fund appropriated by Congress to defray “the contingent expenses 
of foreign intercourse,” to the purposes of extra clerk hire in the Department of State. we 

If the money of the Government appropriated by Congress for one object can, at the unlimited dis- 
cretion of the head of the Department, be applied to any other objects, the whole benefit of specific 
appropriations may be defeated, and Executive discretion made to control legislative will. Under the 
last administration there was paid by the State Department for extra clerk hire, out of the appropriate 


% So marked in the accounts reported in the report of the Committee on the Expenditures of the State Department. 
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fund, during the years 1822, ’23, and ’24, $4,010 88. In 1825, ’26, and ’27 there was paid $15,591 49, 
part out of the appropriate fund, and part out of the ‘contingent fund for foreign intercourse.” The 
amount expended during the years 1825, ’26, and ’27 exceeds that of 1822, ’23, and ’24 by the sum of 
$11,580 54; and this increase has taken place while the present Secretary has had, for the last year, 
three clerks more than were in the Department during the last administration—making the whole number 
fifteen, with fixed salaries. 

The committee will next proceed to designate such items disbursed out of the contingent funds of 
the Department which they deem objectionable, and which have been paid, where the payment, as to 
amount and object, seeks its justification in the exercise of Executive and official discretion. They cannot 
do more than refer to the items. 


First. As to the contingent fund for foreign intercourse. 
Printing.—The amount expended for the publication of a notice in relation to a convention between 


the Government of France and that of St. Domingo, providing certain indemnity for the losses of the 
former inhabitants of that island, paid, in part, out of the contingent fund for foreign intercourse, and 
part out of the contingent fund to defray the incidental expenses of the Department, has been stated by 
the Committee on the Expenditures of the State Department to be $3,660 72. 

Upon a minute investigation of the items charged for printing in the two accounts sent to the com- 
mittee, and an inspection of vouchers filed for other items not specified, this committee make the sum paid 
somewhat greater. They will, however, give the names of the editors or papers and the amount paid for 
this publication, so that if they err their error may be detected without difficulty. 


eee ee tate Sask eyo dass eA SRR ES OE MUTE L 4dPRG EWES Ea HRRUNEEE HS $350 00 
Es MO Ar cakkeceoek ohaew sede cn eas ee ee eee ee ee ee ee 350 00 
EE ee ee et rE eee tee ee errr ere ee Te ree Sr 350 00 
I ee ee ee ee ee re eae a eee ret eer eee eee 350 00 
NS eet e Reed ke ETS Kae KOREA SOW ib ENA ERERIRR OOKERE EO RK EEO 206 00 
oan, eee a PF isner, printers for ©. Haminsond 0 ..0.....00606 ccc ses scsesesseweseevns 350 00 
ad hrs eh ed baw hea RCR ESAS CRE CASAS USES 6 onOOb OKOKER EREW ORS 116 00 
i ee trea eke PER CLEA n ds SPTKEA REEMA CAD OATES KAR ETEE ROMER EET KEEKS 125 00 
clk chal as tae cceed Se CURE Ke NESTE AE SS Ee aes ete O ERE ERRORS Ree RES 113 00 
ek SEN GSES AREER EERE PRES PRISE W MOORE T ERE ORE Heeb R Sie 8 148 00 
ED PE ee err re Tee re TT eee rere rr eee Te Sree eer eee ee 350 00 
PELE SIE E OSE EL Fy EE EOP Tee TEE Tre eee eet eee eee eT Tee ee 350 00 
SREP Cee eae ee re eet eee te er eee eee eee eee eres eee was 350 00 
eC eee Le CLEC ET NOR ew ss LANNE DOR EDRRAEVE SNORE KS SEU SER RTER ORSERS OO 245 00 
Rhode Island Republican..................06. err TT Ter Tere eT etry Tee Ter TT Kea ? 125 00 
Cameron & Krause, Pennsylvania Intelligencer..................csseeeeee saeeeRe ta Kees 125 00 
Ee CP COTTE LET ET eT Tee ere Te Pe TTT eS ee ery eee 125 00 
ee eI PN ik i460 5kU see eh Sw shes bw ews eee CRE S Nabe FOE HERON 125 00 

4,253 00 











The committee have noted this expenditure because they are satisfied it greatly exceeds in amount 
that which ought to have been paid for such an object; and a part of the payment was made out of an 
inappropriate fund. 

The committee find $500 paid to William Wirt, Esq., Attorney General of the United States, as a 
fee in the case of the United States vs. Gooding, in the Maryland district, charged to the contingent 
fund for foreign intercourse. Mr. Gooding was indicted in the State of Maryland, in the court of the 
United States, upon a charge of having violated the laws of Congress to suppress the African slave 
trade. The United States have their attorney in that district, (who receives a salary, &c.,) competent, it 
is believed, to represent the interests of the United States within their own courts in that State. This 
consideration might suggest the impropriety of the employment of other counsel; but it cannot be neces- 
sary for the committee to point out the manifest impropriety of applying the contingent fund for foreign 
intercourse to the purpose of paying lawyers’ fees for prosecuting a citizen of the United States for a 
violation of her penal code. If it be lawful to apply that fund, at the discretion of the Department, to 
employment of counsel, surely there is no purpose to which it may not be applied, and find its application 
justified by the exercise of the power in this instance. 

The payment of $4,500 as an outfit to John A. King is believed by the committee to be a violation of 
the plain letter and spirit of the act of 1810. As this act requires that a Chargé d’Affaires should be 
appointed “by the President of the United States, by and with the consent of the Senate,” and that to 
be entitled to an outfit he should be thus appointed; and as Mr. King was not thus appointed, but was left 
by his father, the late Rufus King, in charge of the legation, your committee deem this case such a mani- 
fest breach of law, notwithstanding the forced analogies from exploded precedents that have been brought 
forward to sustain it, and the example of such evil omen, that they would recommend that the Committee 
on the Judiciary be instructed to inquire into the expediency of directing the Agent of the Treasury to 
require of J. A. King that he refund to the United States the amount of this outfit and his salary as 
Chargé d’Affaires for sixty-two days, according to the subjoined account: 


John A. King, Chargé d’Affaires, London, for his salary from 1st July, 1826, the day on which 

his duties commenced, to the 3lst of August following, when they terminated—62 days, 
I I i rvs Ga kuhg RR bleed KARMN SI TNA RADE RSS ORAM RRT ETS RO $758 15 
I I hg Sir Ve vin AW Een Renda RkeReE ES er err Toe 4,500 00 
5,258 15 


———_ 








Lindorsed: The President approves the above charges, December 22, 1826. 


H. CLAY. 


And, in the event of his refusing to refund the same, that the Agent of the Treasury be instructed to 
direct suit to be commenced against the said John A. King for the recovery of the above sum; deducting 
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therefrom the amount of his salary as secretary of legation for sixty-two days, at the rate of $2,000 per 
annum. 
The payment of $1,000 to Jonathan Elliott, a printer of a newspaper within the District of Columbia, 
for 100 volumes of a book printed by him, entitled “The Diplomatic Code,” is believed by the committee 
to be an expenditure not only without any adequate consideration of the public service to justify it, and 
beyond the value of the article purchased, which it is notorious has been sold by the proprietor for a less 
price, but is also a misapplication of the contingent fund “for foreign intercourse.” 

The committee find the amount paid by the State Department for subscription to newspapers for 
1825, 1826, and 1827, to be $1,623 16. 

Your committee would, in conclusion, recommend the attention of the Committee of Ways and Means 
to these abuses which they have pointed out, and to require more specific estimates in future from this 
Department, on which to found the necessary appropriations. 


2. TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 


“What reduction of expense inthe Treasury Department, and whether an effective system of accountability 
and for tie collection of the public dues is there established.” 


To introduce economy and despatch in this Department it will be necessary to simplify the forms of 
business and to reorganize its subordinate branches. 

The various offices of the Treasury were arranged on their present plan by an act of the 3d of March, 
1817, abolishing the accounting officers and establishing an additional Comptroller and four Auditors, 
with clerks. This arrangement was temporary; so ought to have been its continuance. The war was 
just then over, and its disbursements threw upwards of forty millions of suspended accounts into the 
Treasury for adjustment, which amount has since been reduced to two millions, yet the same extensive 
and somewhat complicated machinery is still in existence. As your committee believe that as much 
depends on the forms of doing business as on the number of agents employed in any of the Departments, 
they would state the tedious process of auditing and adjusting an account at the Treasury under the 
present system. When a claim is presented on the Treasury it is handed to the Auditor, who, aided by 
his clerks, examines and reports it to the Comptroller; when decided and passed by him, one of the clerks 
enters it in a book in his office, and it is then sent to the Register to be registered by one of his clerks. 
The Register transmits a certified copy of the report to the Secretary of the Treasury; one of his clerks 
prepares a warrant on the Treasurer for the amount, which is entered in the office of the Secretary by the 
warrant clerk; it is then handed to the Comptroller, who countersigns it; it is then sent by a messenger 
to the Register’s office, where it is registered by another clerk; when registered and thus certified by the 
Register, it is then presented by the claimant to the Treasurer, when another clerk takes his receipt on 
the back of the warrant, and on the same warrant authorizes the bank to make payment, and the claimant 
receives his money. This process is nearly duplicated when it commences in either the War or Navy 
Department. 

Why, for any purpose of public security, an account should make such complicated, various and 
reiterated transits, your committee are at a loss to perceive; the direct effect, however, is to increase the 
labor, and consequently the number of public officers. These extraordinary forms may have been con- 
sidered as necessary forty years ago, but in the present age bookkeeping has participated in cotemporary 
improvements, and greater simplicity and economy have been introduced in the management of both 
public and private business. If these forms were simplified, your committee believe that one-fourth, if not 
one-third, of the offices in the Treasury might be reduced. But even with the existing tedious forms of 
transacting business, they think there are more clerks than would be required if the labor of the offices 
was more equally distributed. The First Comptroller’s office is evidently surcharged with business, 
while it is equally certain that some of the other offices connected with the Treasury are almost sinecures. 
A portion of the business of the First Comptroller might well be assigned to the Treasurer and Register’s 
offices, where the clerks cannot be fully employed. 

Besides simplifying the forms of business, and distributing the duties of the offices more equally, 
your committee would recommend a new organization of some of the Departments; to effect which, they 
would suggest that the Second Comptroller’s office be abolished, and that of one of the Auditors, as they 
think one Auditor for each Executive Department amply sufficient; and so soon as the First Comptroller 
is relieved, under a new distribution, from some’of the duties he now discharges, he will be able to super- 
intend those now performed by the Second Comptroller. 

They are of opinion that, in our system, the value of an officer who ought to be so highly accomplished 
for public business as the Attorney General, is not sufficiently estimated, and that he ought to be considered 
as the law officer of the Government. They propose enlarging his duties and increasing his responsibilities, 
by putting under his charge all the suits in which the Government may be interested, throughout the 
United States, by attaching to his office, and by placing under his immediate control, district attorneys 
and marshals. That, in addition to these duties, he should preside at a board, to consist of himself, the 
Comptroller, and four other Auditors, for the examination and auditing of all contested claims and accounts 
against the United States; to be, if necessary, in daily session. The advantages of this plan would not 
only consist in a uniform interpretation of the acts of Congress respecting claims, but such an interpreta- 
tion would be enlightened by the opinions of an officer of first rate legal attainments, and a standard or 
similar rule as to the allowance of claims would obtain, by those means, through all the Departments, 
which, at present, is various, depending too much on the discretion of the different Auditors. 

The discharge of these duties, together with those which were contemplated in the effort which was 
made in 1817 to create an office to have been denominated “the Solicitor of the Treasury,” will produce 
the necessity of the Attorney General being prohibited from practicing, excepting in the Supreme Court; 
to indemnify him for which, and as an offset to a saving which will accrue to the Government by his 
taking charge of the suits of the United States, and acting on a board for the adjustment of claims, your 
committee think his salary ought to be on a footing with that of the heads of the Departments. We are 
satisfied that by his legal skill in directing the mode by which the suits of the United States are to be 
conducted, and his vigilance and intelligence in adjusting claims against the United States, he would 
save one hundred fold the amount of his increased compensation. ; 

As it respects the contingent expenses of the Treasury Department, the Secretary has advised us 
that he is not aware that they can be reduced. In this opinion your committee must withhold their 
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concurrence. They think there has been a most extraordinary expenditure for newspapers in most if 
not all the offices. In those connected with the Treasury there was paid for this object in 1825 $751 50. 
in 1826, $964 10; in 1827, $1,001 12: a steadily progressive and inexplicably stange increase. ‘ 

The expense of advertising has also been much augmented. This expenditure for this Department, 
generally, and the Land Office, was, in 1825, $3,507 44; in 1826, $2,164 25; in 1827, $6,503 31. There 
were, perhaps, reasons why the expenditure should have been greater in the last than in the two preceding 
years; but the committee cannot understand why the advertising in 1827 should exceed by nearly a 
thousand dollars the whole expense for advertising in 1825 and 1826. 

The aggregate contingent expenses of the Treasury Department, excluding the Land Office, during 
equal terms of three years, under the late and present administrations, are as follows: In 1822, 1823, and 
1824, $63,803 73; in 1825, 1826, and 1827, $72,495 63. 

The contingent expenses of the General Land Office during the same periods (which are included 
among the accounts of the Treasury Department) are as follows: In 1822, 1823, and 1824, $32,603 73, 
in 1825, 1826, and 1827, $22,549 96. 

The contingent expenses in the First, Third, and Fifth Auditors’ offices appear to have been mode- 
rate and uniform. The expenses in the last year were: In the First Auditor’s office, (Mr. Harrison,) 
$674 51; in the Third Auditor’s, (Mr. Hagner,) $880; and in the Fifth Auditor’s, (Mr. Pleasonton,) 
$738 12. The augmentation has principally occurred in the Second (Mr. Lee) and Fourth Auditors’ (Mr, 
Watkins) offices. The contingent expenses of the Second Auditor’s (Mr. Lee) office was, in 1825, 
$1,093 83; in 1826, $970 56; and in 1827, $1,393 96. But the most extraordinary increase has occurred 
in the contingent expenses of the Fourth Auditor (Mr. Watkins.) To show more clearly how these have 
been augmented, the committee submit the annual expenditure for the last six years: 


1822, when Colonel Freeman was Fourth Auditor...............eeeeeees $453 32 
i ee SO ivrtinn cas Ppciasaned er ree er er eer reer 690 19 
Se, Sen. VT Ome CRUNE TM TN PUD. w 5 56s on anes eed sees ae eeeecnes one's 1,636 04 
FR eer ee Pree Tere eS or err ey Tee Pere Tee ee er rere eT 1,226 01 
Se Cb SGG 6s AC REERE. Fok 5 K0 ERE wR SEs 6 AERO CARERDED Sh ANE ERE EER 1,732 37 
rte ee Eee ee errr errr Ter rr err rrr T Terr re Tee 2,132 27 
The average amount expended annually for the last three years in each office is, viz: 
aren ee A, Cnet, SEMEEUNON,) TP CUB coos nce icsceecs susan seesaes $508 52 
Path Auditors, (Mr. Pleasonton,) 11 cletks ..... 2.0000. ccccsnecseness TT4 19 
ee ETO A, Tee, BORMET, ) 21 CURERE oo ok cae cceksccsccesiisccnnawn 972 56 
Oe EN, EOE, BURG) BO TIP iin cc cecesssnsievercanedinaess 1,151 78 
Promina Beater a, (iirc Watkins,) 15 Claris . oc. .6. os sccccnccsvinnsiaee 1,730 22 


In four years there have been expended in the Fourth (Mr. Watkins) Auditor’s office $6,726 69 for 
office contingencies. In the last year the contingencies of this office have amounted to the extraordinary 
sum of $2,132 27. The explanations which have been afforded for this large expenditure are not considered 
sufficiently satisfactory to furnish a justification for it. 

Under the administration of Washington the average contingent expenses of all the Departments did 
not amount, in the last four years of that administration, to $17,000, a sum very little exceeding the 
amount which was paid last year for printing and distributing the laws. The average of the first four 
years of Mr. Jefferson’s administration was, for all the Departments, less than $29,000. The average for 
the same, for the first three years of Mr. Madison’s administration—1809~’10~11—preceding the war, was 
about $30,000. The war introduced extraordinary expenditures; and it was not until some years after 
that we could expect the contingencies to return to former rates. That time has certainly now arrived; 
yet these mere oflice contingencies of the Departments average $77,454, and in the last year amounted to 
the extraordinary sum of $82,809. This is far above the expenditure of former periods of peace, and, in 
the opinion of your committee, is unnecessarily large. A portion of this augmentation is, without doubt, 
to be attributed to the additional offices created in 1817; but much of it is owing to the absence of some 
proper check. 

In relation to one of the discretionary powers which the Secretary of the Treasury exercises in the 
appointment of examiners of the Land Offices, with or without the sanction of the President, and which 
amounts to the appointment of an officer without the advice and consent of the Senate, your committee 
would refer to the testimony of the Commissioner of the General Land Office (Mr. Graham) for his opinions 
on this subject. They are satified that it is a power liable to great abuse; that it is an employment which 
has sometimes been given to members of Congress during a recess, in violation of the spirit, if not the 
letter, of the Constitution and the laws,* which prohibits a member from holding an office under, or par- 
ticipating in the profits of a contract with, the Government during the period for which he may be elected. 
Nor does the evil stop here. It is possible to suppose that this irresponsible portion of the Executive 
patronage may be exercised in a manner still more reprehensible. Your committee would therefore 
recommend that the present mode of examining the Land Offices be abolished; and that such examination 
in future be at occasional, not stated, periods within the discretion of the President; and to avoid the heavy 
and unnecessary expense of mileage, that the examiners selected shall be some respectable, intelligent, 
and disinterested citizens residing in the vicinity of the Land Office to be inspected. 

As the document recently transmitted from the Treasury, showing the amount of compensation paid 
to examiners of Land Offices, is not complete in consequence of the account of John Scott, Esq., late 
member of Congress from Missouri, not having been settled, who was appointed an examiner of the Land 
Offices in March or April, 1827, your committee have forborne an examination of the statement as to the 
general disbursements for these services, as in none of these accounts did the amount paid to Land Office 
examiners generally appear, although, by the evidence of Mr. Graham, it is proved that Mr. Scott has 
received four hundred dollars, and drawn a bill, not yet paid, for five hundred dollars more, on account of 
his services, 

The expenditures in the Treasury for books, maps, and charts, as well as for other small contin- 
gencies, seem large and unnecessary, and, in the opinion of your committee, might be diminished without 
injury to the public interest. 

Your committee, in conclusion on the Treasury Department, would remark that they consider that 
they have recommended in the new organization of this Department, which they have proposed, “a more 
effective system of accountability, and for the collection of the public dues,” which will likewise operate 


* Vol. 4, L. U.S, p. 166. Constitution, Article 1, Secs. 6 and 8. 
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an essential reduction of expense in the general disbursement of this Department. For all these pur- 
poses they ask leave to report a bill. 


3. NAVY DEPARTMENT. 


“What reductions of expense can be made in the Navy Department in the clerks and officers now acting 
subordinately to the Secretary of the Navy.” 


Your committee, not deeming it as any part of your instructions that they should examine the appro- 
priations for what may be called the Navy proper—that is to say, the permanent portion of this most 
valuable establishment, as fixed by law—have confined their attention almost exclusively to contingencies 
within the discretion of the Secretary; and even these they are unable to scan with the requisite intelli- 
gence, as many of them relate to compensations for services purely of a professional character. They 
therefore abstain from making either an examination of or commenting on sundry allowances to the 
officers of the Navy for extra duty and expenses; meny of them appear to be large and somewhat 
extraordinary. The contingencies of the naval service ought to be scrutinized annually by the Committee 
on Naval Expenditures with the utmost care, as it is well known that it is in this branch of the service 
the greatest abuses have crept into the Navy of Great Britain, in which there is much scope for extrava- 

ance and favoritism. 

There is, however, one class of contingencies the examination of which has struck your committee 
with some force; and that is the amount expended for courts-martial, which sum is equal to $18,977 62 
for a period of tweaty-one months, namely, from January, 1824, to September, 1825, as will appear from 
the following statement, which may be found in the Senate documents, Ist session 19th Congress: 


Aggregate expenses of courts-martial in the case of Surgeon Judson................000 $515 00 
Aggregate expenses in the cases of Captain Smith and Lieutenant Kennon............. 2,204 80 

Aggregate expenses in the cases of Lieutenants Weaver, Warner, Wolbert, Sawyer, Conner, 
hs ahaa ee wid sig De AGS OCR SSA ok EP REEOMAW SKATES DESY OOOO RE RSE ES 2,747 12 
Aggregate expenses in the case of Lieutenant Sands ...............cccccecccccceceeee 210 00 

Aggregate expenses in the cases of Lieutenant Carter, Sailingmaster Mull, and Midshipman 
Nii Cats 5kGS 6 KEES SERGE K cee '5d aks ORDER ENTE DEERE S KEL DETER EHO Saws 201 50 
Aggregate expenses in the court of inquiry in the case of Commodore Porter............. 2,242 35 
BONS GAMES OIE TEN COUTUAIATEIOL gs ono as ns ci seer ciewsveneecssccaccceccs 2,997 80 

Aggregate expenses in the cases of Captain Stewart, Lieutenants Ramage, Whitlocke, and 
I ee ee ne peer ee ee ee eee 7,859 05 
CE ee ea Sires Sn ake bey aad nu Mae aes EE Ode REET Meee 18,977 62 





A sum nearly equivalent, your committee will venture to assert, to the whole annual cost of the 
administration of justice in some of the States in this Union. If, however, they have been surprised at 
this aggregate, they have likewise been astonished that one judge advocate, Richard 8. Cox, Esq., who 
officiated on some of the trials, received for his services nearly one-fourth of the total cost of the trials on 
which he was employed. For example: he officiated in the following cases, which trials cost the following 
sums, Viz: 


On the trials of Lieutenants Wolbert, Warner, Weaver, Sawyer, Conner, and Sands...... $2,747 12 
On the court of inquiry in the case of Commodore Porter...............cccccccscscsecs 2,242 35 
ol ie ee a ee ee re 2,997 80 
On the trials of Captain Stewart and Lieutenants Ramage, Whitlocke, and Hunter........ 7,859 05 

15,846 32 





Of this sum Mr. Cox received for his compensation as follows: 


On the trials of Lieutenants Weaver, Wolbert, Warner, Sawyer, Conner, and Sands....... $679 33 
On the court of inquiry on Commodore Porter.................- ee eee Torre iiiwecee 750 00 
Om te comrtenattnat of Commodore Porter... oo ncicc co cincsecscccccncesccccccsoccccecces 850 00 

On the court-martial in the cases of Captain Stewart, Lieutenants Ramage, Whitlocke, and 
SE ee re rT eye ee ey er Te ere ree eee Teer ee TT eT TT re re re 1,350 00 
3,629 33 





—__—— 





The committee will now submit a few statements on the office contingencies of the Navy Department. 
It appears that the contingent expenses of the Navy Department for two equal terms of three years, one 
beginning with the year 1822 and the other with the year 1825, were as follows: 

In the Secretary's Office —In 1822, ’23, ’24, $6,942 44; in 1825, ’26, 27, $8,886 53. : 

In the Office of the Commissioners of the Navy Board.—In 1822, ’23, ’24, $4,933 57; add expenses in 
Secretary’s office, $6,942 44; total, $11,876 01. In 1825, ’26, ’27, $5,194 83; add expenses in Secretary’s 
office, $8,886 53; total, $14,081 36. 

The following statement exhibits, with as much accuracy as the committee have been able to collect 
and classify the various items in the accounts, some of the principal heads of expenditure, in which the 
contingent expenses of the Secretary’s office have shown the largest increase: 

Expenses of stationery.—In 1822, ’23, ’24, $1,686 30; in 1825, ’26, ’27, $2,265 99. 

Of newspapers.—In 1822, ’23, ’24, $416 62; in 1825, ’26, ’27, $624 43. 

Of extra clerk hire.—In 1822, ’23, 24, $713 03; in 1825, 726, ’27, $2,153 45. 

Of printing. —In 1822, ’23, ’24, $89; in 1825, ’26, ’27, $466 86. ; 

Besides the foregoing heads of expenditure, the committee perceive that a considerable sum, varying 
from one to two hundred dollars, is annually expended in the purchase of books for the Secretary’s office 
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alone, most of them having no appropriate relation to the naval service of the country—such as reviews, 
magazines, and other periodical publications, and the fashionable literature of the day. 
An expenditure of equal amount for books seems to be annually made in the Commissioner’s office. 


4. WAR DEPARTMENT. 


“What reductions of expense can be made in the Department of War, in the Indian Department, and in 
the clerks and officers now acting subordinately to the Secretary of War.” 


In this branch of the public service your committee perceive that the beneficial effects of the 
organization of the Department under its late administration, and of the industry and intelligence of the 
excellent officers which were called to the head of the several branches of the staff, are distinctly visible 
in the rigid enforcement of accountability in the expenditures of the Army. 

As it relates to the number of clerks attached to the Department, the Secretary gives it as his opinion 
that they cannot be reduced with a due regard to the public service. Whether this opinion be correct it 
is difficult for your committee to form a correct estimate, as the force necessary to conduct the business 
of the Department is a point connected with the administration which must, in a great measure, be left 
to the sound discretion of its chief. But they cannot refrain from expressing some surprise that whilst 
the business of the Department has greatly decreasad in some of its branches, particularly in the Bounty 
Land and Pension Offices, the number of clerks now employed, it is believed, are as great as they were 
nine years ago, when the act granting pensions to the officers and soldiers of the Revolution, and those 
granting pensions and bounty lands to the soldiers of the late war, had so greatly augmented the business 
of those offices. 

Your committee consider that the business then was at least twofold what it is at present. In conse- 
quence of the diminution of business, a system of reducing the number of clerks had been commenced, 
as your committee understand, under the late administration of the Department, by refraining from filling 
racancies as they occurred, some of which, however, have since been filled by the present Secretary, 
although it cannot be doubted that there has been a considerable diminution of business since he came 
into office. 

Your committee have been led into a comparison of the relative expenditure of the late and present 
administration of the Department by the letter of the Secretary which accompanies this report, and regret 
to state that the improvement which he so confidently asserts to be in progress has not been sustained by 
the examination. 

The Secretary states “that the committee will learn with pleasure that the administration of this 
Department has continually, for years past, tended to a reduction of its expenditures. To manifest, to the 
satisfaction of the committee, this economical tendency, I have caused a synopsis to be prepared of the 
disbursements for the last nine years, divided into three parts. The first embracing from 1819 to 1821, 
both inclusive; the second, from 1822 to 1824; and the third, from 1825 to 1827. 

“By referring to the heads subject to the discretion of the Department it will be seen that the amount 
of disbursement has been lessened. The item of the Quartermaster Department in the first period was 
$1,381,045 19, in the last $896,935 89; and, although the great number of troops in the first period must 
be taken into the account, yet, after making the proper allowance for this circumstance, still the relative 
saving must be obvious. So also with the contingencies of the Army. In the first period this item of 
expenditure amounted to $160,100 94, in the latter to $39,391 58; and in comparing the first year, 1819, 
in the first series, with the last year of the last series, 1827, it will be found in the former case it 
amounted to $82,563 91, and in the latter to $10,922 34. So also with the contingencies of the Indian 
Department. In the second period (before which the contingencies were blended with the pay of agents, 
&c.) it amounted to $315,959 55, in the last to $292,300 33; showing a saving in that branch of expendi- 
ture of $23,159 22 in three years.” 

It will be seen from this extract of the Secretary’s letter that he institutes the comparison to prove 
the diminishing expenditure of the Department; not between the expenses of the first three years of the 
present administration and those of the last three years of the former, but with the years 1819, 1820, and 
1821. Compared with those years the superior economy which he attributes to the present administra- 
tion might seem to be established; but it is obvious that the comparison is not calculated to make an 
impression according to the real state of the case. 

Passing over the important fact that the number belonging to the Military Establishment during the 
first period was upwards of ten thousand, whilst in the last it was only six thousand four hundred, the 
Secretary has omitted to state that the great improvement was effected under the late administration of 
the Department, through the means of its improved organization which took place in those years, which 
have been selected by him to compare the disbursements under the present and late administrations. 

It is well known that when his predecessor came into office the greatest disorder existed in the 
Department; but that through his industry and energy, aided by the faithful officers he placed at the head 
of the several branches of the staff, abuses were corrected and the Department placed in a condition 
greatly improved; in which condition it was passed over to the present Secretary. 

The committee would refer to the report of the late Secretary under the resolution of the House, Ist 
session 17th Congress, vol. 5, No. 83, as containing a minute statement of the comparative expenses of 
the Army for those years, which fully shows the rapid improvements which were then in progress. They 
will present from the report only a few general results. The expenditures of the Army for the years 
1819 1820, and 1821, were, respectively, as follows: $3,663,775, $3,061,884, and $2,327,552; showing a 
reduction of the last year as compared with the first of $1,336,223. 

The point under consideration will, perhaps, be more strikingly illustrated by the fact established 
satisfactorily in the report, that the expense of the establishment in the year 1819 was $434 for each 
individual, including officers and men actually in the service, while in 1820 it was reduced to $315, and 
in 1821 to $287; making a difference of $147 in the expense per man between the first and the last of 
these years. By passing over the period immediately preceding the commencement of the present admin- 
istration, and taking these three years of progressive improvement «as the basis of comparison, the credit 
which is fairly due to the preceding administration is attempted to be transferred to the present. In 
order to ascertain whether the improvement of which the Secretary speaks has really been effected under 
the present administration, a comparison ought to be made between the periods which comprehend the 
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last three years of the late administration and the first three of the present, which, having been omitted by 
the Secretary, the committee will proceed to present. 

The table accompanying his letter does not show the expenditures under the heads of appropriation; 
put taking those which they contain it will be found that the aggregate expenses of the years 1825, ’26, 
and ’27, as stated in the table, were $5,121,336, whilst those of 1822, ’23, and ’24 amounted to $4,055,248; 
making a difference of $1,066,088 against the present administration, and showing a considerable 
increasing instead of diminishing expenditure, as stated by the Secretary. The addition of the items of 
appropriation which are omitted in the table of the Secretary would considerably increase this difference. 
The whole amount of the expenditure of the present administration of the Department in the years— 

1825, $5,750,774, E. R, Ist session 19th Congress, vol. 4, No. 69; 

1826, 6,195,281, E. R., 2d session 19th Congress, vol. 1, No. 182; 

1827, 5,707,899, E. R., Ist session 20th Congress, ——— No. 129; making a total of $17,653,954: 
whilst those of the years— 

1822, $5,467,424, vol. 4, E. P., 2d session 17th Congress, No. 55; 

1823, 5,279,740, vol. 4, E. P., Ist session 18th Congress, No. 57; 

1824, 5,259,615, —, E. P., 2d session 18th Congress, No. 67; making a total of $16,026,779: 
resulting in a difference of $1,627,175 against the present administration. 

The committee can perceive no justifiable reason for this increase. The present administration 
received the Department from its predecessor not only in a highly improved but in a condition still 
improving, as will be apparent from the disbursements of the years 1822, ’23, and ’24, in which the 
expenditure of each succeeding year is less than the preceding, but which is renewed in the first two 
years of the present administration. What marks more strikingly this contrast between the expenditure 
of the two periods is the fact that considerable reduction in price has taken place within the last three 
years of most of the articles which enter into the supplies of the Army, which ought to have been followed 
by a correspondent reduction of its expenditure instead of an increase, as is the fact. While presenting 
these results your committee feel bound to state that they have every reason to believe that the officers 
at the head of the several branches of the staff, who are charged with the details, have performed their 
duty with fidelity, and strict responsibility has been invariably enforced, no neglect or falling off being 
perceptible in the respective bureaus; so that whatever may be the cause of the increased expenditure, it 
cannot, in fairness, be traced to their neglect. 

Your committee are constrained to remark that some of the office contingencies cf the Department of 
War appear to be large. They notice the sum of $1,165 20 paid for newspapers; and for printing, 
$7,679 51. They subjoin the following statement of the contingent expenses of the War Department for 
two equal terms of three years: 

Last administration.-—In 1822, 1823, 1824 ..... a vhaaeceasak Seer re Tee rer $21,707 

Present administration.—In 1825, 1826, 182T7............. aE ee ee eT ee eee 28,676 

Your committee will forbear to exhibit a statement of the expenses for surveys, as that subject has 
so recently engaged the attention of Congress; but in looking into the specifications of this account they 
are satisfied that no effectual remedy can be applied to an expenditure so liable to abuse, unless the 
appropriation itself is made specific for each object contemplated to be surveyed. 

The allowances made to officers for extra duty, although in many instances high, appear to have 
been generally made in reference to the principles of pre-existing usage. As this is a branch of expenditure 
essentially liable to abuse, your committee think that the House ought early to direct the attention of the 
Committee on Military Affairs to it. In the meantime your committee have prepared, and will hereafter 
report, a bill regulating the allowance of forage to the officers of the Army, which will be convenient and 
beneficial to them, and operate as a saving to the Government. 

Your committee will now proceed to exhibit the results of their inquiry into the contingent expenses 
of the Indian Department, the management of which devolves discretionary trusts on the Secretary of 
War, important and various. 

The average amount per annum of this appropriation may be stated at $95,000. 

The relation which the Government of the United States bears to the various Indian tribes creates 
the necessity of numerous and large expenditures, which cannot be foreseen, and therefore cannot be 
specified in any appropriation law. 

To meet these exigencies it has been the practice of Congress to appropriate a sum in gross and 
place it under the discretion and control of the Secretary of War, prescribing the mode and manner in 
which the same shall be drawn from the public Treasury and accounted for. 

Such is the nature of the service in which this sum is to be expended that more reliance must be 
placed in the integrity of the agents employed by Government for its faithful appropriation than upon 
any mere system of accountability which has been heretofore prescribed, or any which the committee can 
suggest; they recommend as a partial remedy specific appropriations. The rule, important in all public 
expenditures, and in none more than that of the Indian appropriations, ought never to be departed from 
by the disbursing or accounting officers of the Government, and that is, money appropriated for one purpose 
by Congress should never be applied to an object totally different from that embraced within the letter 
and spirit of the act of appropriation. It is believed that many instances of a disregard of this principle 
will be found to exist in the accounts which have been submitted to the committee. 

For instance, when Congress appropriated $95,000 for the contingencies in the Indian Department, it 
could not have been the intention of that body that the Secretary of War, or rather his clerk at the head 
of the Indian office, could, at his discretion, apply any portion of it to the employment of an additional 
clerk in the Indian office. Witness the payment made to Mr. Thompson of $753. 

The expenditure of $310, by a clerk in his office, in the purchase of books, which treat of politics, 
statistics, history, biography, end theology, is liable to the same objection. If it be competent for the 
clerk in this office to purchase books and pay for them out of the contingent fund for the Indian Department, 
it is equally within the competency and unbridled discretion of every other clerk who may desire to 
constitute a library in his office at public expense. 

Another striking illustration of the misapplication and perversion of this fund will be seen in the 
account and amount paid to Dr. Sibley, of Louisiana, viz: $1,790. The facts of this case are briefly these: 

About the period or shortly after the acquisition of Louisiana Dr. Sibley was resident in that country, 
and, in some way, was employed by the Government as Indian agent or factor, part of the time at four 
dollars per diem; afterwards at a fixed salary of $1,000, and four rations per day. In August, 1824, Mr. 
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Sibley wrote to the Second Auditor that “the then member of Congress from the State” (of Louisiana) 
had a power of attorney to settle his accounts, and was in possession of all his papers. 

Dr. Sibley’s relations with the Government as agent or factor had ceased many years. In 1823 hig 
accounts, as appears by the papers, were settled, and a balance of $584 03 found due by him. Not until 
the year 1824, probably in the spring of that year, were the items hereafter referred to ever presented to 
the Department for payment. They were not then allowed or paid. 

His demand consists of the following items: 





For transcribing answers... ......sscccseccccncccccnccsc ese enssesesssnseseceres $150 
es bg ce. Was MEE Re Rep ee RE aR Dib VES RESET REO PA Keen 120 
Bringing down a boat.........-..sseccsccccesccceccceseceesscsscreeseaces awe 120 
ae eee ke cca hehe tiem ARR EEE EE CE ee 500 
Expenses in fitting out and preparing to bring on some Indians to the city of Washington 900 

1,790 








The committee will here remark that the whole of these demands originated about the year 1805. 
The lapse of twenty years before there was any official notice of their being presented for payment of 
itself furnishes strong presumption against the justice of the claim; nor is that presumption weakened 
by a critical examination of the evidence upon which the Department directed the claim to be paid out 
of the contingent fund of the Indian Department in 1826. 

No part of the account, except the sum of $900, seems to connect itself with the Indian Department, 
and your committee are at a loss to discover on what grounds it was paid. 

In some instances claims have been passed, so far as the committee have been able to examine them, 
which, though they appear to connect themselves with the Indian service, seem extravagant in amount, 
and destitute of exact specification and vouchers, which constitute the best security against fraud and 


imposition. 

The committee now refer to the following items as coming under the one or both of these classes: 
Paid James P. Denny, secretary to the Creek delegation, upon his own certificate .......... $1,365 37 
Jesse Brown, for board of Creek delegation from December, 1825, until April, 1826.......... 3,273 88 
| COCO T TTT TT CTE EE TELE PET ET TVET TTT Ee 1,040 00 
Board of John Croweli, Indian agent, and three Indians........... Le Terese eer ee ee ‘ 146 00 
Paid for boot and shoe blacking for Indians........... ET eee ee ee er eT eT ere 215 00 
*Paid Moritz Furst for taking President Adams’ likeness, EC.....6 6. ec cece cee ccccccceceves 1,000 00 
Paid within the last three years for taking portraits of Indians .................005 mens 3,190 00 


The amount paid and claimed out of the contingent fund by Thomas L. McKenney, a clerk, who has 
to a great extent the control of the fund, furnishes another instance of profuseness and want of strict 


accountability. 
Mr. McKenney’s salary as clerk is fixed by law at $1,600. In May, 1827, it appears that for some 


purpose he was sent by the Secretary of War upon a mission to several Indian tribes, and the sum of 
$1,750 advanced to him. Mr. McKenney was also associated with Governor Cass to hold a treaty with 
the Indians at Green Bay, for which he charged, as compensation, the sum of eight dollars for every 
twenty miles travelled, and eight dollars per day while engaged in making the treaty at Green Bay. Mr. 
McKenney settled his accounts with Governor Cass, or Mr. Forsyth, his secretary, and charged not only 
his mileage for going, but also $660 for returning from Green Bay to Washington, and which journey 
he did not make. From this point, in pursuance of the instructions from the War Department, he visited, 
by way of St. Louis, the Indians in Mississippi, Alabama, and Georgia, thence to Washington. For this 
latter service, upon his return, he presented his accounts to the Department for settlement, amounting 
to $4,532. 

The Secretary, contrary to the usual practice in the Department, if not in violation of the law of 
Congress, which directs in what manner the accounts for Indian expenditures shall be settled, issued 
his requisition for the balance said to be due Mr. McKenney, without requiring or permitting his accounts 
to be first stated, settled, and vouched at the proper accounting offices, the Second Auditor and Second 
Comptroller of the Treasury. A long correspondence ensued between the Second Comptroller, Mr. 
McKenney, and the Secretary of War, which possesses no interest other than it illustrates the fact that 
the Secretary of War and his clerk claimed the right to use the fund referred to at their discretion, and that 
no other voucher than the approbation of the expenditure by the Secretary of War was required. This 
_ principle was resisted by the Second Comptroller, who referred the subject to the President of the United 

States, and he decided that the principle contended for by the Second Comptroller was correct in reference 
to the case of Thomas L. McKenney. 

The whole amount received and claimed by Mr. McKenney, and which has received the sanction of the 
Secretary of War, for his personal services, expenses, and allowance as Commissioner at Green Bay, and 
for his visiting the southern Indians, was $6,412 for about six months’ service. If to this be added his 
salary as clerk in the Department for the same time, $800, the whole amount which has been paid and 
allowed him, including the sum of $1,344 for which the requisition of the Secretary of War was issued, 
for six months, for the objects stated, will be $7,212. . 

Numerous other instances of extravagant and legally questionable allowances could be cited, but 
these are deemed sufficient to suggest the propriety of some new organization of the Indian Department 
by which a more strict accountability will be secured and greater economy established in the expenditures. 

Your committee would therefore recommend that the salaries of the interpreters should be specific ; 
all annuities to the Indians; all expenses attending the employment of blacksmiths, strikers, implements, 
and iron; all expenses of agencies, including the building of houses, repairs, clerk hire, and other expenses; 
for which purpose your committee will report a bill. 


© A literal transcript of the entry in the account sent to the committee. 
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5. GENERAL POST OFFICE. 


“ What reductions of expense can be made in the number of officers, and the amount of compensation 
which they receive, in the Postmaster General’s Department 2” 


The committee would beg leave to refer to the letter of the chief of that Department, marked No. 6, 
by which it will appear that the efficiency of this branch of the public service is in a condition highly 
improved and improving; that whilst the sphere of its usefulness is immensely augmented, its revenue 
is going on in a corresponding ratio of productiveness. Under its present able administration it has 
been brought up from an annual charge to the Government of upwards of $58,000, to yield, in 1827, a 
net profit of $100,312, with an extension of post routes and post offices so much increased and increasing 
that your committee concur in opinion with the head of this Department that Congress must expect 
rather a gradual augmentation of the clerks and officers in it than that they should be diminished—a fact 
for which the public will, however, have ample compensation in the extended usefulness and augmenting 
profits of a branch of our public establishments which subserves so many purposes of commercial 
communication, political intelligence, and social intercourse. 


“6th. And that the committee be further instructed to examine the several contingent funds of each of the 
Departments, and to report the amount and objects for which disbursements have been made from these funds; 
and that they report the amounts, vouched and unvouched, which have been paid from the secret service fund 
since the first day of July, 1790, or the fund reguiating the contingencies of foreign intercourse, and of the 
fund for the expenses of the intercourse with the Barbary Powers.” 


As your committee have already exhibited, separately, under the appropriate head cf each Depart- 
ment, the result of the examination which they have made of the contingencies of all of them, no part of 
the requirement of this branch of the resolution remains to be performed, excepting the exposition of the 
expenditures made by the Departments for printing and advertising, which expenditures form what may 
be well called the 


EXECUTIVE PATRONAGE OF THE PRESS. 


There are throughout the United States about eighty-two regularly appointed publishers of the laws, 
who also enjoy the incidental profit of publishing the advertisements of the Government, and about sixteen 
or eighteen printers, other than those appointed to print the laws, who do occasional advertising or job 
work for the Government. 

The following table will exhibit the amount paid for printing, advertising, and subscription to news- 
papers by the Executive Departments at the seat of Government for the last three years, and for the 
General Post Office for the last two years: 














ned d eC eS ea KERD On aos KONE NAEEOAAREUAS CUSED AARC SERS $1,165 20 
State...... eee dee Ure hee ds ch he ddSeMDAA SERS OES OEKS EON ERO MOOS 1,633 27 
Ee CET ERTL TUTE CLEC TT Tee Te Pere eee CTT TERETE Tee 2,776 13 
Navy ..... ee ag eh bab 64s ee KK Soo yA READE SRS WEEN CONE OER ES 624 43 
— $6,199 63 
ee en ee ee eee ee re ee ee ee eee 7,679 51 
NE ea Wii hes seem ea KOREA ARO RWSAEREES OSES RS 44 VOTE EOS 40,706 15 
REI ET rer ee eee Te eer TT Tee eT Ter eT ee Tee 8,803 99 
OM Sind eda CR WNOH ii. CREE RVR RKTE ED DES EONS 4 Ra wTOE 466 86 
— 57,656 51 
63,856 14 
a Ee ee re ee ee ee eT eee Ee ee ee ee ee ere eT re eT 14,174 00 
78,030 14 








When your committee look at this amount of patronage, placed without control or responsibility in 
the hands of the Executive, or in those of the subordinate chiefs of his Departments; and when they reflect 
on the moral mechanism upon which this patronage acts with a power that seems irresistible, they would 
deem their duty very inadequately discharged if they did not propose some remedy for abuses already 
existing, and essentially liable to be augmented. 

Your committee will not stop to argue what they predicate as an undeniable fact, that, by the 
employment of the expenditures of the contingent funds of the Departments, a Government press is, to 
all intents and purposes, effectually established, as much so as if there were an annual item in the appro- 
priation bill for the purpose of purchasing the joint and harmonious action of one hundred papers in the 
uncompromising vindication of those in power, and in the unsparing abuse of those who are not. The 
danger which assails the freedom of the press, through the insinuation of this species of influence, is far 
more serious than any star chamber code of pains and penalties. For, in the latter case, the pride of 
man, which revolts at oppression, insures in the end a triumphant resistance; but in the former, the very 
weakness of his nature invites a subjugation of his independence. 

This pecuniary censorship of the press must end in its utter prostitution to an indiscriminate support | 
of the acts of the Government, however injurious to the rights and interests of the people. 

Believing that no administration, if it be wise, virtuous, and patriotic, requires the aid of a Govern- 
ment press, and if it be not, that for precisely that reason it ought not have it, your committee propose, 
as far as practicable, the abolition of this branch of the Executive patronage. 

Ist. That the laws of the United States, hitherto printed under the directions of the Department of 
State, should be printed under that of the Clerks of the Senate and House of Representatives; and that 
they advertise for contracts to print them, giving the contract to the lowest bidder, according to the usual 
securities provided in all cases of public contracts. 

2d. That the Secretary of State shall designate such printers as are appointed by the Legislature of 
each State to print its laws, to print those of the United States in said State, not exceeding one in each 
State. 
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3d. That the printers who print for both Houses of Congress shall print, within the District of 
Columbia, in their papers the laws of the United States and the advertisements of the Departments. 

4th. That the job printing, stationery, and binding of each of the Departments shall be furnished by 
contract; proposals for which shall regularly be advertised for in the public prints, and according to the 
usual provisions attending such contracts; the contract given to the lowest bidder. 

5th. That the distribution of the laws of the United States by public carriers be abolished, and that 
the former practice of transmitting them by mail be adopted. 

6th. That one and all the Departments be limited by specific and moderate appropriations in sub- 
scribing for newspapers at the public expense—a practice which, in the extent to which it has prevailed, 
is expensive in its cost, and not less so in the diversion of the industry of the officers and clerks of the 
Departments; and that this privilege be limited exclusively to the head of the Department. . 

The committee, in terminating their investigation of the several Executive Departments, deem it 
necessary unequivocally to declare that they considered it no part of their duty in examining present 
abuses to seek out for precedents, remote or recent, to justify or palliate them; that such might have 
been found in some cases in the practice of previous administrations is altogether possible. Whenever 
such an issue has been presented to them, the only question which they have deemed proper for their 
consideration was, is the expenditure according to law? and was it made with a due regard for the public 
interest? Indeed, the existence of such precedents would only have called more loudly for reform. 


FIXED AND CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF THE HOUSE. 


“And that they further report whether the compensation of members of Congress should be reduced, and 
whether the fixed salaries of the officers of this House and its contingent expenses can with propriety be 
diminished.” 


Your committee are aware of the difficulties incident to the first branch of this resolution, as it is a 
subject which has often been discussed, and upon which there is yet great diversity of opinion. To all 
per diem compensations there is the intrinsic objection that they are apt to produce a tendency to 
indolence and waste of time in the agents employed, whilst there are many and serious objections to 
fixed salaries, in which no time is prescribed which shall be devoted to the discharge of the duties thus 
remunerated. In considering this subject in many of its relations your committee have deemed the 
pernicious and inconvenient duration of the alternate long sessions of Congress as one of the most serious 
evils attending the national legislation of the country, and visiting the heaviest expense on the contin- 
gent fund of the House. With a view of reducing the duration of the first session, which, in fact, will 
reduce very essentially the amount paid to members of Congress for their compensation, they recommend 
that the compensation of the members during the first session of each Congress be reduced to two dollars 
per day from and after the first Monday in April, if Congress should sit beyond that day. Before the first 
Monday in April, as well as during the second or short session to the fourth of March, they do not propose 
to recommend any reduction. 

This plan is founded on the basis that three months for the second session and four for the first will 
be amply sufficient to do the public business, during which the full compensation now allowed is to be 
received. But if Congress, either from procrastination, short daily sessions, or an excessive indulgence 
in debate, should remain in session longer than the first Monday in April, then a sum not more than 
sufficient to cover the absolute expense of subsistence should be allowed during such prolongation of the 
session. 

Your committee think that a uniform rule should be established in the calculation of mileage; that 
the cashier of the House be directed to obtain from each of the members the name of the next post office 
to his residence, and then procure from the Postmaster General an exact statement of the distance of that 
post office from the seat of Government, on which his mileage is to be computed. We believe great 
abuses have taken place from the various and arbitrary manner in which members have sometimes 
estimated their mileage—not taking post routes, but founding their calculations on the navigation of 
steamboats through all the sinuosities of large and extensive rivers. They would, moreover, recommend 
that the accounts of each member be certified by him on honor; and that the certificate state that he has 
deducted from his account every day on which he may have been absent from the seat of Government 
during the sitting of Congress. 

And for all these purposes your committee will report a bill. 

As it respects the number and fixed salaries of the officers of the House, they regret that, from the 
short time allowed them, compared with the comprehensiveness of their labors, they should have been 
unable to investigate this branch of the subject, together with the contingencies of the House, with the 
scrutiny they deserve. The opinion of the Clerk (an experienced officer) is certainly entitled to weight; 
and your committee will not venture to recommend any reduction of the latter, although they think, by 
a new distribution and classification of the labors of the clerks, it might be effected to perhaps a limited 
extent. 

In relation to the contingent expenses of the House, much depends on the discretion of the Speaker 
of the House and the vigilance of the Clerk, but much more on the attention of the House to its appro- 
priations and the amount of printing which may be ordered. It often happens that large documents 
are directed to be printed which, in fact, are altogether useless; and the evil is greatly increased when 
numerous copies are ordered, which, in many cases, swells the profit of the printer without the smallest 
benefit to the country. 

Your committee consider the size of the documents as unnecessarily large, which arises, first, from a 
habit of prolixity and detail into which all the Departments are, more or less, liable to fall, more especially 
as a new practice has been introduced by the Secretaries of the Departments sending the reports of their 
clerks or heads of bureaus instead of condensing them and making them substantially their own com- 
munication; and, secondly, from the practice in printing the communications of using title pages for all 
of them. If the title be placed at the head of the communication, and the printing of the communication 
itself immediately follow, an essential saving in expense of binding as well as the cost of printing would 
accrue. This, together with an alteration of the mode of printing the figure or ruled work by substituting 
in many cases the octavo for large tables, would be productive of a valuable saving, for which they will 
report a joint resolution. They moreover strongly recommend to the consideration of the House the 
expediency of organizing as one of the standing committees of the House a committee to be entitled ‘The 
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Committee on -Printing,” to which the expenditures, alterations, and reforms on this subject should be 
confided, together with a reference of every document over one hundred pages communicated or reported 
to Congress, to report on the necessity or propriety of printing it before the House makes such order. 

In the course of their examination of the printing of the House your committee ascertained that 
Messrs. Gales & Seaton, printers of the House, had deviated from the conditions of the resolution of 
Congress of the 3d of March, 1819, under which they were bound and had contracted to perform the printing. 

The resolution directs “that all printing, other than rule or fable work, is to be done in a small pica 
type, on royal paper, in pages of the same size as those of the last edition of the Laws of the United States, 
including the marginal notes.” 

By a comparison of the size of a page of the documents printed by Gales & Seaton since the 3d of 
March, 1819, with that of the edition of the Laws of the United States referred to in the resolution just 
cited, it is found that each page of the octavo size, small pica type, wants from 150 to 220 ems* of the 
size of the page of the edition of the Laws of the United States, by which the size of the page of the docu- 
ments and journals of Congress has been reduced nearly one-seventh from the standard established by law. 

By reference to the Appendix, all the information which your committee have collected, together with 
their correspondence with Messrs. Gales & Seaton, will appear, which they do not conceive that it is 
necessary to recapitulate. It will be sufficient to say that your committee are satisfied that the abbre- 
viating the length and diminishing the width of the page, contrary to the express injunction of the 
resolution, have added, on all close printing of small pica type, an expense of seven per cent. excess to 
the United States. Messrs. Gales & Seaton, however, contend that the Government has gained as largely 
by the impreved and economical mode in which they have brought out the table work, which your com- 
mittee do not feel competent to decide. Of the default in the close printing they feel convinced, even 
from the examination of the witnesses of Messrs. Gales & Seaton, whilst they are ignorant how far the 
United States have been indemnified by the table work, or whether the manuscript documents now sent 
by the Departments do not coerce the altered mode of printing them, or whether Messrs. Gales & Seaton 
were not bound to bring them out in the precise and economical form in which they contend they are 
printed. It is due to these gentlemen to state that the diminution of the printed page was made not by 
their suggestion, and that they were ignorant of it until informed by their foreman that he had effected 
an arrangement for such a reduction in the size of the page with the Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk 
of the House of Representatives. 

Your committee, desirous that justice should be done to Messrs. Gales & Seaton as well as to the 
United States, will hereafter offer a resolution for the appointmeut of three intelligent and disinterested 
printers to examine the whole of the documents printed by Gales & Seaton, and to report to the House at 
the next session the precise variance between the amount of the work actually done by Messrs. Gales & 
Seaton and the terms of the resolution. 

Your committee subjoin a statement from the books of the Treasury of the total amount received by 
Messrs. Gales & Seaton as printers to Congress to 1827, inclusive. 


a a Re ee ere AAEM KS hak GN Coe aeean see $89,678 25 
For the House of Representatives .......... Be ee ee ey eee errr pe coccess [GRR OS 


271,883 37 


This does not include the printing of the present session, which will make the total received and 
receivable*by them on the Ist of July at least $325,000. They received last year upwards of $72,000—a 
sum exceeding by $7,000 the total expense of printing and stationery of all the branches of the Government, 
as estimated by a committee of this House in 1819, which was computed at $65,000. 

Among those savings in the contingent expenses of the House which may be called minute, but are 
valuable on the score of example, your committee would recommend that the practice of folding any other 
documents in the public stationery, except those printed by order of the House, be prohibited; for on 
inquiry they find that for documents, speeches, newspapers, pamphlets, &c., about 501 reams, at a cost of 
about two thousand two hundred dollars, have been already used the present session. And further, that 
the privilege given to each member to subscribe during the session of Congress for three daily papers at 
the public expense be abrogated. - Independently of this abuse affording an evil example to the other 
branches of the Government, the indulgence must produce an abstraction of the attention of the member 
from the business of the House. 

Finally, on the subject of retrenching our own expenditures, your committee would recommend that 
the practice, too often indulged in by the House, of voting to themselves copies of books in cases where 
extra editions have been ordered, be discontinued; and that all the contingent expenses be rigorously and 
inflexibly confined to such objects as may be indispensably necessary to the transaction of the public 
business, not to the luxury, ease, or convenience of the members. 

And for this purpose they propose hereafter reporting sundry resolutions. 

“ And further, that they inquire whether any modification of the Sinking Fund act can be made, with a view 
of producing a more speedy extinguishment of the public debt.” 

The views which your committee would have presented, and the measure which they would have 
recommended for the accomplishment of this most desirable object, have been anticipated by the bill 
reported, since the commencement of their labors, by the Committee of Ways and Means for carrying 
certain balances at once to the credit of the Sinking Fund without permitting them to accumulate in the 
Bank of the United States, producing no interest—they having nothing to add to this branch of the inquiry 
than to suggest for the consideration of the Committee of Ways and Means the propriety of directing an 
early exchange of the six per cent. stock now redeemable and hereafter redeemable at the pleasure of the 
Government for one bearing an interest of four and a half per centum. About half the public debt 
consists of six per cents, most of which will not probably be redeemed for at least a few years. Asa 
general rule, the committee would abstain from any interference with the public fun¢s or the circulation 
of the country; but a measure of economy may be adopted in relation to the six per cents actually 
redeemable, and for the redemption of which the means of the Treasury are not now adequate without in 
any manner disturbing the currency of the country. The actual Government rate of interest is now only 
four per cent.; and there is no substantial reason why we should continue to pay annually six per cent. 
on a stock which we may redeem at any moment we please. If the present holders are unwilling to 

* The em is a technical term, and means a square of the size type used. 
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convert their stocks into others bearing an interest of four and a half per cent., which is above the current 
rate, your committee would recommend that they be paid off through a temporary loan redeemable at 
the pleasure of Government. Former measures of this character, before these stocks were actually 
redeemable, were attended with some difficulty in their execution; but now, that they may be redeemed or 
not at the option of the Government, it is for us to say whether we will pay from one and a half to two 
per cent. excess of interest annually on some twenty millions of our debt. By such a measure there 
would be an annual reduction of the interest on the public debt of about $300,000—a measure of economy 
not unworthy the attention of Congress. 

In closing this report, in which the multiplicity of subjects confided to your committee has baffled 
every effort to compress it within such limits as would have been acceptable to themselves and not 
fatiguing to the House, they have' supposed that a statistical table would be satisfactory, showing the 
gradual increase of the income and expenditures of this Government from 1789 to 1827 inclusive, which 
they have prepared from documents obtained from the Treasury and have appended to this report, marked 
No. 10. It will be seen by reference to this document that under General Washington’s administration 
the expenses of the Federal Government averaged, from 1792 to 1796 inclusive, $2,794,221 81 annually, 
excluding, of course, the charges on the Treasury on account of the public debt. For the four years’ 
administration of the elder Mr. Adams, $5,337,087 79. In the eight years under Mr. Jefferson, $5,137,598 61, 
In 1809, 1810, and 1811, under Mr. Madison’s, before the war, $6,106,119 76. In 1822, 1823, and 1824, 
under Mr. Monroe, (after the expenses of the war and its arrearages were paid, ) $9,980,647 60, excluding, 
for obvious reasons, the five millions which were paid in 1824 on account of the purchase of Florida. 
Under the present administration the same class of expenses, during the years of 1825, 1826, and 1827, 
have averaged the sum of $12,427,754 60. 

The steadily progressive increase of our expenditure shows the tendency of all Governments, how- 
ever free, to a gradual accumulation in the variety and expensiveness of their establishments; and although 
for these aggregate expenses the Executive cannot be held solely responsible, as many of them are the 
result of the legislation of Congress, yet the amount is made up, in part, of many sums, the disbursement 
of which depends upon his discretion, to say nothing of the influence which he has the power of exercising 
over fixed and specific appropriations which are usually made on estimates or recommendations of the 
Executive, and hence, primarily as well as ultimately, under his control. 

That frugality is a virtue not only essential to the purity but to the very existence of a Republic, is 
a cardinal maxim which cannot too often be inculcated; and your committee know not where to find its 
lessons better enforced than by the example of that Chief Magistrate who has left us his precepts in these 
truths which may well be said to form the chart and compass by which this confederate Government ought 
to be steered, and upon which the safety of its voyage so much depends: 

“ Considering the general tendency to multiply offices and dependencies, and to increase expense to the 
ultimate term of burden which the citizen can bear, it behooves us to avail ourselves of every occasion 
which presents itself for taking off the surcharge; that it never may be seen here, that, after leaving to 
labor the smallest portion of its earnings oi which it can subsist, Government shall itself consume the 
residue of what it was instituted to guard. In our care, too, of the public contributions intrusted to our 
direction, it would be prudent to multiply barriers against their dissipation by appropriating specific sums 
to every specific purpose susceptible of definition; by disallowing all applications of money varying from the 
appropriation in object, or transcending it in amount; by reducing the undefined field of contingencies, and 
thereby circumscribing discretionary powers over money; and by bringing back to a single Department all 
accountabilities for money, where the examination may be prompt, efficacious, and uniform.” 

In conclusion, your committee are aware that the session is too far advanced to allow them to indulge 
the hope that all of the reforms they propose can be acted on at present; but they must be permitted to 
remark, that however irksome the task they have performed, and revolting in some of its features, (for 
retrenchment in the usual understanding of the term is considered as parsimony, and “all parsimony is 
of a quality approaching to unkindness, as every reform must operate as a sort of punishment,”) they 
will nevertheless be abundantly rewarded if, in the end, they have struck out a single truth which can 
9 anything to the purity, justice, and economy with which the affairs of this Republic should be 
administered. 





APPENDIX. 


No. 1. 


Wasuineton, February 13, 1828. 


Sm: I do myself the honor of transmitting you a copy of a resolution adopted yesterday by the 
Committee on Retrenchment, and beg leave to solicit your attention to that part of it relating to your 
Department, from which the committee will be happy to receive the information required. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. HAMILTON, Jr., Chairman. 


In Commitrezn on Rerrencument, February 12, 1828. 


Resolved, That the chairman of the committee address a letter to the head of each of the Executive 
Departments and of the Post Office Department, requesting information whether, in their opinion, there 
be any officers in either of those Departments whose services may be dispensed with without detriment 
to the public interest, or if the salaries of any of them can be reduced consistently with justice and 
propriety, and, in general, whether any of the expenses incident to those Departments can be reduced 
without impairing the efficiency of their operations. 
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No. 2. 


DeEpaRTMENT OF Strate, Washington, February 29, 1828. 


Sm: I have received the letter which, as chairman of the committee of the House of Representatives 
on retrenchment, you did me the honor to address to me on the 13th instant, transmitting a copy of a 
resolution which had been adopted by the committee, and, having given the subject embraced in the reso- 
lution attentive examination and the most respectful consideration, I beg leave now to communicate my 
answer to be laid before the committee. The resolution, in substance, calls for the expression of my 
opinion, first, whether there be any officers in the Department of State whose services may be dispensed 
with without detriment to the public interest; secondly, whether the salaries of any of them can be 
reduced consistently with justice and propriety; and, thirdly, in general, whether any of the expenses 
incident to this Department can be reduced without impairing the efficacy of its operations. 

As to the first two objects of inquiry above mentioned, my opinion is that there can be no reduction 
in the number of the officers employed in the Department of State without detriment to the public 
interest, nor in the salaries of any of them without injustice or impropriety. Within a few years past 
there has been a great increase in the general business of this Department, arising from the progressive 
increase of the wealth and population of the country, and from the establishment of independent Gov- 
ernments upon this continent. The number of permanent American missions which we now send from 
this country is equal to the number that we send to continental Europe; and the public interest has 
required the creation of various consular and other commercial agencies in this hemisphere, but not in 
the same proportion. Although those missions were authorized and several of anttne proceeded to 
their residences during the preceding administration, most of them have left the United States, and much 
the greater part of the other appointments referred to have been made during the present administration. 
These foreign agencies have greatly extended the correspondence of the Department, created a necessity 
for numerous translations from foreign languages, required much additional copying, and otherwise 
added to the labors of the Department. The committee will readily comprehend that the new duties 
arising from the above causes have rendered indispensable additional assistants to perform them, but 
the number of persons employed in the Department has not been increased in anything like an equal 
proportion with the increase of its business. So far from its being expedient to discharge any of those 
persons, the public service would be promoted by some addition to the number of clerks in the Patent 
Office; and an increase in the salary of its Superintendent, which has heretofore been repeatedly proposed, 
is again respectfully recommended. The receipts in that office are quite adequate to cover every expendi- 
ture already authorized and any that its additional wants may require. In respect to those wants I beg 
leave to refer to a letter which the Superintendent, though confined by a long and dangerous illness, has 
recently felt it his duty to address to me, and which, under the designation of the letter A, accompanies 
this communication. 

Before I proceed to answer the third and last inquiry of the committee, whether any of the expenses 
incident to this Department can be reduced without impairing the efficacy of its operations, I ask 
permission to present some general and explanatory observations in respect to the disbursements of the 
public money which are made through the Department of State. These disbursements are made out of 
appropriations of two kinds; first, those in which both the amount of the appropriation and its particular 
object are specified; and, secondly, those in which, although the amount of the appropriation is limited 
and the general purpose of it is mentioned, its particular object is not definitively stated. The salaries of 
our diplomatic agents form an example of the first description of appropriation, as the contingent expenses 
of foreign intercourse do of the latter. The first depends exclusively upon the pleasure of Congress; and 
it is only over the last that a discretionary power is or can be exerted by the Executive, through the 
Department of State, in a course of administration. During my service in the Department I have 
endeavored to enforce the most rigid economy which appeared to me compatible with the public interest. 
Particular items of expenditure will vary from year to year according to exigencies, and the amount of 
disbursement will consequently be greater or less. There has been, for example, a vast deal of extra 
copying in the Department during the last two or three years. The papers relating to our northeastern 
boundary, consisting of upwards of twenty manuscript volumes, and numerous maps and other detached 
papers, have been twice transcribed in that time. But the total amount of appropriations for the service 
of this Department has been progressively diminishing during the last three years. On that subject, as 
well as the expenditures of the Department, I beg leave to present to the committee, from the document 
marked B, accompanying this letter, the three following views: 

The first is a comparison of the amount of appropriations made during each of the last three years of 
the preceding administration with that made during each of the first three years of the present, applicable 
to the public service, through the agency of this Department. 





LAST ADMINISTRATION, PRESENT ADMINISTRATION, 
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The cause of the smaller amount of appropriation for the year 1823 compared with several succeeding 
years was, that the sum of $100,600, which, by the act of May 4, 1822, was appropriated for such missions 
to the independent nations on the American continent as the President of the United States might deem 
proper, had remained in the Treasury unexpended. The appropriation for 1825 is placed under the last 
administration; because it was, in fact, made, and the estimates for the public service.were prepared, 
under that administration, although the disbursements of it took place, in conformity with those estimates, 
under the present. The aggregate amount of appropriations during the latter term of three years is less 
by $69,168 than in the former; and, excluding the appropriation in 1826 of $40,000 for the Panama mission, 
(of which $26,953 52 only was expended, ) which will not be an occasion of permanent expenditure during 
each successive year of the latter term, the amount appropriated, in comparison with the year immediately 
preceding, has progressively decreased, until that for the service of the present year has declined as low 
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as $89,550, a little more than one-fourth of the amount appropriated in the last year of the preceding 
administration. I do not wish to be understood as stating that the smallness of the sum appropriated for 
the current year is attributable to permanent retrenchments, and is therefore to be regarded as the 
standard for future years; but it is the effect of economical savings from former appropriations, all of 
which might have been disbursed if there had been a disposition to indulge in extravagance, 

The next view, which is now offered to the committee, is that of a coniparison of the actual expenditures 
during the last three years of the past and the same period of the present administration. The expendi- 
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The amount during the latter term exceeds that of the former by $90,212 02; but this difference 
may be satisfactorily accounted for. In the first place, there was a remittance in the month of December 
last of $70,000 to our European bankers, which is charged to the service of the year 1827, although, in point 
of fact, it will be disbursed in the year 1828. In the next place, the expenditure of the year 1822 amounted 
only to the sum of $173,879 51; because the sum appropriated to the missions to the new American nations 
was not applied in that year. It was in succeeding years that those missions were despatched; and it 
has been only since the commencement of the present administration that all of them have been put in 
operation, and that the entire expense, therefore, of maintaining the whole of them has been incurred. A 
comparison of the expenditure of the last two years of the past administration, with the two years of the 
present administration, though, for the reasons just mentioned, still operating unfavorably to the latter, 
will be more just. The aggregate amount of the expenditures of the years 1823 and 1824 was $585,399 83; 
and the average of each year was $292,699 914. The aggregate amount of the expenditures of the years 
1825 and 1826 was $562,027 94; and the average of each year was $281,013 97. The average expendi- 
ture of each of the three years of the present administration, being $283,163 782, although including the 
before mentioned recent remittance, and the expense of the mission to Tacubaya, is less than the average. 
of the last two years of the past administration. The preceding views of appropriation are exclusive of 
the salaries of the Secretary and clerks employed in the Department. 

I have stated that the small amount of appropriation required for the service of the present year was 
the result of economical savings out of previous appropriations. This will be manifest from the last view, 
which I now take the liberty of presenting to the committee, of the appropriations and expenditures during 
the years 1825, 1826, and 1827, under those heads of appropriation, in the application of which a discre- 
tionary control is exercised through the Department of State. 

Those heads are, first, contingent expenses of foreign intercourse; secondly, intercourse with Barbary 
Powers; thirdly, relief and protection of American seamen; and, fourthly, the contingent expenses of the 
Department. The total amount of appropriations under the first head, for the three years of 1825, 1826, 
and 1827, was $111,000; and the total amount at the service of the Department, including a balance of 
appropriation for the year 1824, and also some small items of repayment, was,$126,420 05; the actual 
disbursement during the three years 1825, 1826, and 1827 was $80,567 97; leaving an unexpended surplus 
of $46,852 08. The total amount appropriated during the same three years, for intercourse with the 
Barbary Powers, was $80,000; and the entire sum at the disposal of the Department, including a balance 
of the sum appropriated for 1824, was $100,450. The actual expenditure during those three years was 
$55,700 29; leaving an unexpended balance of $44,749 71. The total amount for the relief and protection 
of American seamen at the disposal of the Department during the same three years was $99,678 84; the 
total expenditure was $87,698 17; leaving an unexpended balance of $11,980 67. The total amount at 
the command of the Department for its contingent expenses during the same period of three years was 
$97,863; the actual expenditure for the same term, being $90,305, left a surplus of $7,558. 

This third and last view is taken from a summary statement of moneys appropriated and expended 
under certain heads of appropriations, for the years 1822, 1823, 1824, 1825, 1826, and 1827, which is hereto 
annexed, designated by letter C, to the whole of which the attention of the committee is respectfully 
invited. : 

During the present administration there has been a permanent reduction in the grade of two, and a 
temporary reduction in another of our missions on this continent, from that of an Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary to a Chargé d’Affaires. And I am induced to believe that one or two of our 
American missions may be abolished, at a day not very distant, without injury to the public interest. In 
respect to those branches of expenditure which have been placed, by long established usage, under the 
control of the Executive, any retrenchment of which they are susceptible must, from the nature of the case, 
depend upon the exercise of a sound and responsible discretion. Without being able now to state to the 
committee any particular reduction which can be made in those branches of expenditure, I can only assure 
them that, so far as the application of that discretion depends upon me, I shall continue to be animated 
by the desire I have ever felt to observe all practicable economy. 

Without being perfectly sure that the inquiries of the committee extended beyond the officers imme- 
diately concerned in the Department of State, and the expenses incident to it within the city of Washington, 
I thought it safer to act on the supposition of their having contemplated a more comprehensive inquiry 
into the disbursements of the public money wherever made, and the utility of existing officers, wherever 
their sphere of action may be, under the direction of the Department of State. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 


H. CLAY. 
Hon. James Hatton, Jr., Chairman, éc. 


P. S.—March 5, 1828.—This letter was prepared at the time it bears date; but its transmission has 
been delayed from that time to procure the certified statements from the Treasury which accompany it, and 
which, from the press of business, could not be: procured until this day. 


H. CLAY. 
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Appropriations. 












































For what object. 1823. 1824. 1825. 1826. 1827, 1828, 
Contingent expenses of the Department of State, including the printing, 

&c., Of the IAWS. .ccccerccrccccee secccccseccce soccccccceccccecccess| $18,800 $27, 350 $25, 550 $28, 095 $28,050 $27,550 
Diplomatic PULPOSES... .eeerececeee --+0 socceccees ceeeceevenseseestesees 74,000 149,500 173, 500 147, 500 151, 000 49, 000 
Contingent expenses Of foreign intercOUrse, ......00 sesececce-seeeeecess|coeees veeees 40,000 40, 000 40, 000 30,000 [..cccccvceee 
Missions to the independent nations on the American continent.... .-. Cece! cover cccccr|eccccs cccces| voccescesees succes cocces|eccecscesces|evecescecece 
Relief and protection of distressed American seamen. ........ceceeecesees| seecee cesess 40, 000 35,000 35, 000 25, 000 9,000 
Treaty with Spain of the 22d of February, 1819. .....ecees cseeecceescvees FO; OW © Laacicen cones. tassngehsceesenwwsenusecspesouecetees seeseqiacsee 
Prize causes..... pbiedb esen aves soaaes sebalesbe cvesis oe voce ccc cocscccc cece 8, 000 4,000 4,000 4,000 4,000 4,000 
Sixth and seventh articles of the treaty of Ghent.....ceceecescccceecccess 16, 000 16,000 16,000 16, 000 IGG | ccscccaccnse 
First article of the treaty Of Ghent .....cceccceee. ccccscccsececces cvesces: 20, 000 2,500 12,000 10, 337 22,500 |.ccccccecces 
Intercourse With the Barbary Powers ..cce ccccccescccccccecccecccccccccs|cocccecccecs 30, 000 30, 000 30,000 DEOOO fh ccciucceucas 
Mission to the Congress Of Panama... ...cccccccee cece ccccccseccccccsess| seccccccceclecceccec ccee|cccecs cocces 405000! | ccsiccses celescocccncece 

Total, sescccccccsccccccccscccceceseccescscccsccssesessseess| 154,800 309, 350 336, 050 350, 932 290, 550 89, 550 
B—Continued. 
Expenditures. 
For what object. 1822, 1823. 1824. | 1825. 1826. 1827. 
| 
Contingent expenses of the Department of State, including the printing, | 

KC., OF the ]AWS...000 seareccccesccecscscececscscecseccssccscsvesecess| $9,000 00 | $22,550 00 | $22,000 00 | $28,300 00 | $32,545 00 | $29, 460 00 
Fiplomatic purposes. ....o. ceccce ccccce seccccccccccsccccccccccces coos sees 86,014 78 | 101,328 56 | 108,898 47 | 159,603 82 | 152,476 90 | 117,126 55 
Contingent expenses Of foreign interCOUTS€. ....ceeeee secseseeescceseces 23,648 88 | 30,584 37 | 20,145 73 | 25,474 95 | 18,627 07 | 36,248 63 

5 9 ? | ? 
Missions to the independent nations on the American continent. .....eeees|ee eeseeeee+| 69,520 00 | 28,669 72 [teteeeceeees|eeeeeeceeees| senses seeees 
Relief and protection of distressed American seamen. ........+ oeee. cocce 13,660 40 | 25,984 28 | 38,056 96 | 33,536 17 | 20,061 15 30,697 68 
Treaty with Spain of the 22d of February, 1819. ......sseeesseeesceeeeeees| 255770 21 | 20,272 93 | 15,946 17 | 1,125 00 |....seeeeeeelereeveescene 
ih MAR istatar erties sone tobeisin easslewiense vetsrracnnriensnesinalescanse ivi]: BYOB nae aceot Screen) See 
Sixth and seventh articles of the treaty of Ghent. ...ccecececscceeceees «| 14,742 24] 13,394 00} 14,136 44 | 12,583 13] 10,500 00| 11,765 06 
9 p) | p) ,) 

First article of the treaty Of Ghent. ..ccec ssc caccecccccccerecccceces eocslsccecccerees| 10,014 20 | 12,327 78 | 12,000 09 | 10,000 00 13,706 44 
Intercourse with the Barbary Powers.... sesecesesee seeceeccc: veececeess 1,043 00 9,020 22 | 10,550 00 | 26,108 67 2,086 08 | 26,505 54 
Mission to the Congress Of Panama.......ccce cccccccccecccecccccccs cess] cose cece sccclccesec ec: cccloccccsseccerieccccccccess| 9,000 00 | 17,953 52 

Total ccees-sccccccsccccsesceeccecscesseceseceecesecssesese| 1139879 51 | 314,668 56 | 270,731 27 | 306,731 74 | 255,296 20 | 287,463 42 

















TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, March 5, 1828. 





C. 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


Summary statement of the moneys appropriated and expended under the following heads of appropriation during 
the years 1822, 1823, 1824, 1825, 1826, and 1827. 


DIPLOMATIC DEPARTMENT. 


Balance of appropriation for 1821............ 
Appropriation made in 1822. . 
tepayments in 1822... 
Appropriation made in 1823. 
Sr oe 
Appropriation made in 1824...........0.-.....0- 


er 


eee ee oeoee eee eer eeee 


Repayments in 18234. ........ccscccscess ei weiat 
Expenditure made in 1822................ onnees 
Expenditure made in 1823................. ‘wanes 
Carried to the surplus fund in 18238................ 
Expenditure made in 1824............ceccceecees 


Carried to surplus fund in 1824.................. 


Balance of appropriation December 31, 1824... 


7 
. 
. 


$38,588 
83,000 
1,563 
74,000 
Z 2,557 
149,500 











a 101 13 

355,310 66 
, $98,578 68 
-. 108886 15 


2.557 
108,999 
101 





309,123 
46,187 





355,310 
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Balance of appropriation for 1824......-.0+. see e eee e reece eer eee e eee ee er eees 
Appropriation made in 1825........eesee cere ee eee e eee eee e eee eee eeeeees 
Repayments in 1825........ 0.00. cece eee cece ee eee eee eee e eee eee n eens 
Appropriation made in 1826........-++eeeeee cece eee e eect ee eee eee eee eeeees 

Repayments in 1826 ....... 0.0 e ee eee eee ee ee cence eee eect eee eee e eee e eens 
Appropriation made in 1827......0.. eee e cece reece teen eee eee eee eee eenees 
Repayments in 1827........ cece eee cere eee eee e eee eee eee e eee eeenanes 


Expenditure made in 1825.......... 0. eee ee eee eee eee eee cece eee eee eenes 
Carried to surplus fund December 31, 1825........... 0c cece cece cee ec eee cece 
Expenditure made in 1826.............++.. Pere Tee Te Pee eee Ee Te 
Carried to surplus fund December 31, 1826. ......... ec eeceececcceececcecsces 
Expenditure made in 1827. ............ ee weer cece cere ener ener ener eeerenes 


Balance of appropriation December 31, 1827.........ccceccecesccccccccccesces 


CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF FOREIGN INTERCOURSE. 


8 | eee ne 2 eee ee ere ee 
Appropriation made im 1824... 2.2... cc ccs esc cccccc ec cceencccseeccccsecccans 
PUNE TE TEBE og cic cdc cccccscecec cscs enesonasacesvesnsseeessecacvees 


ED ee eer ere rer Te re eT rt re eee eee eee ees re 
Un AO MINED HUMID A0N SOUB 555 sc adc dine cccns vie since s voncseees adele dene 
ON ee er rer fr eee Se ere ere ree ee ee ere 
en ee ee er 
NS SEPT rs Tier Ter eT eT eee eee eee Ee ere 
ee a ONG INE OEY NE son enictikindd Wald op ORS ETH RM Cade tee asa e be Calas 


Barmmce of appropriation December 31, 1834... .... 20.60. cccccccsccesccsaes 


err Terr errr rr eee er eT ee ee ree ee 
NT Se re ee eer ee ee ee eee Tet eT 
OS he CAN ASS RS ACER NAR DOANE ES CTE DASE RD 
Ch eee aie KASS EEERESS PENA REE R TORO HOW Oo baa 
Bsc 55S DEK SS Rocce ene ese e weed Oss Lene eienwaoee sews 
ee eee Per er ry Teer er 
EE Ce ee ene ee eee re 


Se Pe Oe Sere ak bat ee ee hawaiian ed ime R Rowe eOneE 
I ee ere re ee eee er 
Se ve Nivea nee eee eW ewes eR ORES 
eT CEE Pe ro eer rE ert 
Pe ee ee rn ee 


Balance of appropriation December 31, 1827............e.eeeeececees i6teewe wer 


INTERCOURSE WITH THE BARBARY POWERS. 


cccgaoomapaigele + sis sade sg lof | Ee 
ERIS ESTEE Serer onc srerererc co ore een ene 
I ok EP ies a wh gL ace Wk WH igo 6 Wnt Val dle Hu ow 
ne ks ob bd sd dK WORE KOs wed ead a4 Saw ewes eens 





$46,187 56 
173,500 00 
12,832 74 
147,500 00 
317 29 
151,000 00 
3,905 95 








535,243 54 














$172,436 56 
6,075 19 
152,794 19 
317 29 
121,032 50 
452,655 66 
82,587 88 





535,243 54 








$60,683 69 
40,000 00 
2,547 88 





103,231 57 








$23,648 88 
6,351 12 
30,584 37 
99 32 
22.693 61 
2,547 88 





85,925 18 
17,306 39 





103,231 57 








$17,306 39 
40,000 00 
97 73 
40,000 00 
5 93 
30,000 00 
10 00 





127,420 05 








$25,572 68 
97 


18,633 00 
5 93 
36,258 63 





80,567 97 
46,852 08 





127,420 05 








$84,000 00 
1,200 00 
646 12 
30,000 00 





115,846 
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Expenditure made in 1822............ Ee ET RT TT eee CTT ee eee ee eT eT $2,243 00 
ren OE Un ks Fo oo ad onsen d nwa a sedec res esenaneds soaercneeseoas 39,757 00 
Expenditure made in 1823. ... 0... . 6. ccc e cece cece e eee eee cece nee e eee eeeeneees 9,666 34 
ee I I ON BOS obo sic car vcccenven sewer deans 66s sederenseneeeenncns 34,179 78 
Expenditure made in 1824. .........ccceeecc eee ec ce ccecccseeceenecccceeccsceeeees 10,550 00 
96,396 12 
Balance of appropriation December 31, 1824............... ee eee ree Te Tee 19,450 00 
115,846 12 
Balance of appropriation for 1824.................... sith tease Abate eS s bed areata $19,450 00 
O_o eee eee ee ne 30,000 00 
Se As kb CANNES oS We kbs OCKECRTEKKSRRERERAS 665 0550 code annner 30,000 00 
i iis bac dN DENSA EK EME RAE RKNRCASNENSDAO SRE ORS AR AO ESAS EW 1,000 00 
ETT ere CETL O TEER T CLT ETE TC TOON EC ET CTT EERE 20,000 00 
100,450 00 
eee eT eee eee eer eT eee rere Tre eT Tre rere Tr Ter $26,108 67 
eins bn eke AResNAki aba d ae eKheas done es sees Geer enweeans 3,086 08 
ah ele i ee ep ee ene ee 1,000 00 
eC PPE ee eT eee eee Tee eee Pree Tere r eT ee 26,505 54 
56,700 29 
Balance of appropriation December 31, 1887. .........ccccceccssccccccccccscccsceocs 43,749 71 
100,450 00 

RELIEF OF SEAMEN. 
| ee ee erry ere $88,541 62 
ET OTe Te Tee ee TTT ET TEC Tee eT ET CELT Tee eee TT ee 671 70 
ET Ce eC Te TTT EET C TTT TTT Tee TT CELT CTT TST TT OTE T CTS 476 59 
Appropriation made in 1824........... eT Te TOT OT ee TT TTT TTT TEC TTT Te Tee 40,000 00 
Repayments in 1824............. ORT EET TTS TT eT COTTE TT eT eTE Ee TET ee ere Tee 667 37 
130,357 28 
EE Pe eT Tere TT Teer eer e eT Tere Te Tee ee eT TCT $14,332 10 
CARTON BO WUD TUNE 1 TGTD, o.oo cccccidccwescccscccesevcceensecescnccesees 33,819 09 
nas dW A NASA eGR Kae eK de OEECREEWH EROS Ded seeeeeen 26,460 87 
{ a Oe OIE Bs 0k 6 ab Ka vd daa ea ee SWS RDEK Soe 6 ds Fees eroesenede 14,941 20 
i ET ee ee eee ee ee ee Tee ee eee rere ee ey eee 38,724 33 
Carried to surplus fund in 1824. ........ 2... cree cccc ccc cccsccccssencsecessesens 667 37 
128,944 96 
Balance of appropriation December 31, 1824........... ccc cece cee eee e eet ee eeeeeeee 1,412 32 
130,357 28 
Balance of appropriation for 1824............ccccccccccccccccececccesscee essences $1,412 32 
BOOPOUETEIOR TOP TGRG.. onoc cece ccescccccves sccecccesesseereseesecceseeceeesees 35,000 00 
TE NN 5 oie non 5 Win SRW Sd ee ewes e sone heed eee seessers eeesees acess 296 12 
DIRIGO BU ios cn ieee see ccccesaesWesderdesesereccoseesececereceees 35,000 00 
| TEE TC TILES TELE TUTE TCT CLL, 680 36 
II OER RIN o's 06 6 KUNG. 4 din WREN RRS a ANEW eNOS ROAEG CO HESS oa Rew aRS HOES 25,000 00 
POI UE BOE 5 566 tks Siade bec de sire wr esawre arse seceereteanseceneseedees 2,290 04 
99,678 84 
SNE CIE OUR NUNS 6 aca decide ccc dokseeSduebeeeeecdadecedensvionsdecesone $33,832 29 
MN SIT OOP BOI ss oo wise es ss aceeeeeeneneaeas SF ekeeSECN AS 60694400089 20,741 51 
Expenditure made in 1827...............eeeee. ippawEetbeeewiannsnaee ‘pibawéandewns 33,124 37 
87,698 17 
Balance of appropriation December 31, 1827..........-.e2eeeeeeeee imsniaekssaebes 11,980 67 





99,678 
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TREATY WITH SPAIN OF FEBRUARY 22, 1819. 


alenne OF Sepronriation OF TGR « . 5.2. cc ccase cee ceessccceseecersceesscaneseene 
ES ES eee eee eee ee Tee eee TET eee re ee eee 
ELSE eet ee ee Te eT Tee Te eee ee eee Te ee er TT eee 
ES LS SOT PETE PTET TILT eT TTT ETC TTT LELRE ee ee 
TROND MORN 10 TORE oo oasic ccc ecceet sense vsceesessiessdneresecasvossons 
EE Ee ee ee eer eee ee ee ee ee ee ee eee ee ee ee 


8 Ut PELE TELE LTE CE LEE EEE Ee Oe 
i Cl OE BOs kab he bess ech Seen ee EK Kees seee see sndebbe HRT eKAD cas Fue 
ee ee ne ree re ee 
Ee eer eee eee eer eT ee eT eee ee a ee 
ee Cul P SEA KaS ORKKAADROAwS 61KTED KER ANON RO ERR TS 


Balance of appropriation December 31, 1634... . .. ... cc cen sce vccecssseseeaee cess 


ee sci Eda WRKENES PKR 40s ss KS ENON MRE RER ERR RUaD 
Te LECCE EEC CTT ETRE TT COREL EEE URE 
EE EY PEE ee eee Pe eee eT TT Cee eee eer e TTL TT Tere Cee TT err 


i Seiko ten 4 kk kN ee CA ERR RO SOs 04s sna KOT RERTeS HOO eoRwE 
Carried to surplus fund December 31, 1825 ..........cccc0e ccccccccccccccccceceees 
Carried to surplus fund December 31, 1826 ..............4. (eeKibereeeias enewunie. 


SIXTH AND SEVENTH ARTICLES OF THE TREATY OF GHENT. 


EE RE ss Ab elbv scenes Ueikb weeds sanded os des ONE CRUE EROS 
STEEP TTT CT ETT COTTE ETT ETOP TEC TR EL Oe TET ERT 
I Oe AS 0g 5 dn 6 oS 590 45559445444 5 05 DEE RARAAW ERS AMER DOSS 
EN eee ee eT Te eee eC eee TET EE CE TTR CLERC TEE Eee 
ree Ter rT Te eee eT Tee Te ee TCT ECT TT eee ee 


SET TET CUP STOVE CET T COE TeLT TS TEC TTT TET eC eT 
rr i eschs os oh 6 pO bse NOSE NEVER Ne ea deenecb exe hedeve ey’ 
eR RE ee ee a ere ee ee ee 
EEC ST OT TTT eT eee Tee ee eee eT TTC TT TET T TT eC TT 


Balance of appropriation December 31, 1824............ccccscccsscscecccecssscencs 


Seen Or emerentiom For TOBE o.oo cose ccdses cise scccnnedeneanes faba tenewes 
Nee eS oe a aie be Sheed a CREEKS (REDE VARS EMER DAMEN ORM CRERwCR 
ESE OLR ROS TE aE EE EOL ee rer ee eee 
ER ee ne ee ee ee Te ee ee er ae ere a 


i a alse Sete REN KEE PP RRE RY 
ees Ve he eee de kan ee okie a ew OR brindle icgs del arate 
ET ee ee er er en ee 


Balance of appropriation December 31, 1827..............0.sccceccccccesecssessecs 





$37,000 00 
30,000 00 
5,662 37 
18,000 00 
9,706 84 
823 13 
101,192 34 


a 
$$$ 


$31,432 58 
29,979 77 
2,688 56 
16,769 30 
2,322 13 
83,192 34 
18,000 00 





101,192 34 








$18,000 00 
240 11 
827 45 





18,568 29 








$1365 77 
16,875 00 
327 45 


18,568 28 








$2595 48 
12,500 00 
16,000 00 
2,606 00 
16,000 00 


49,701 48 


——$_— 











$14,742 24 
16,000 00 

2,606 00 
14,136 44 


47,484 68 
2,216 80 


49,701 48 


———_ 
——— 








$2,216 80 
16,000 00 
16,000 00 
10,000 00 


—_ 


44,216 80 


—_—— 








$12,583 13 
10,500 00 
11,765 06 


— 





34,848 19 
9,368 61 


—— 


44,216 80 





————$—$——— 
—_——. 
—————————— 
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FIRST ARTICLE OF THE TREATY OF GHENT. 


Appropriation made in 1823 ...... 66... eee eee eee eee Lia Sb KAREN KEROORKRKOE ERR HERES 
PpprOpriatiom WOES TM ISTE oo ooo oss cose cere ceceecneesesseesedecnceseceseces 


ee ee ee eee ee eee eee eee eee eT ee eee re Seer eee ree 
OO TPCT OE en See TET PTT eee Te Tee Tee Tee 


Balance of appropriation December 31, 1824 


ey CY OO SD 5 ook sis saw ew ewe ein ened ed ee vans eveweC incon eae 
Te eT Tee ee eee ree eT Tree Tere Tee eee eer eT eT TT ee 
RE er ee ee etre ee ere he eee eer eer re 
CS ER eT Se Teer eee e eee Te Tee eT ee rere rrr re ree rT ee 
TEE CETTE eee e eT ECC CE LOTT TEP ETEET TTC 


ECE Teter OT eT ree ee Ter ey Tere eee rere rer 
ik se dk tnd RUN ERSA SA ADTENON SKS Cea ewes Se nbeeeedae 
ag 45 Wd 6S ASAE EASE AST Oe CADRE EAERE RAR ERE REERSES 
eS iin ky EWE AA AGRINGS + RCRE KA EPSEERIAN OCA S Loe Heese enna 


Balance of appropriation December 31, 1827 


ee eI BONS hs SS abe cb ESS CANNES SEO MRRWs Senden easereeeds 
FE TEE Te CCE CTE e EET CeCe T TT CTR TCT CRT TE OTAT ETT Te 
a ee ee ee eT ee ee ee eee ee eee ee eee 
ng Peer eerIT Ter rreee rere rere rer OTe TUE STEELE CET 


Carried to surplus fund in 1822........... 
Expenditure made in 1823 ............... 


Balance of appropriation December 31, 1824 


Balance of appropriation for 1824 ......... 
Appropriation for 1825...............0..- 
Appropriation for 1826...............006. 
Appropriation for 1827..............se00- 


Expenditure made in 1825.,.............. 


Expenditure made in 1827..............4- 


Balance of appropriation December 31, 1827 


eee ees eer eer eee sees eee eee se eee eeseeeeeeeeees 


eereeeere eres eee esreerssreeeeereeeeeeeee ee ee 


corre eer eee eee eee eee eee ee ee eee eee eee ee 


eee eeereeo eee ereeeere eer ee eee eee se ere ee eee eee 


eoeeeeeer esc eeee eee ere eee eereeee errs ee ee ee 


eeceoeereore oe eseeeoeoeeerereeeeeeeeeeerere ee eee 


eooeoe eee ee sree eee eee eee e eee e eee eee eee ee ee 


MISSIONS TO THE INDEPENDENT NATIONS ON THE AMERICAN CONTINENT. 


Appropriation made in 1822 .............. 


Expenditure made in 1823................ 
Expenditure made in 1824................ 
Carried to the surplus fund in 1824........ 


VoL. v——135 B 


eecerereeceeceeceeosceeereeeeeoeereoeeoer eee ee ee eee & 


ee ee ar ae ee ea ee ee ee a 
OS G6 SEBS SESKEB ORCS SCORCH OSCE CTE VC ASHES 


see eee ree eee wee eee eee eesee eee ee eee ree eeee 


$20,000 00 
2,500 00 


22.500 00 


$10,014 20 
12,327 78 


22,341 98 
158 02 


22,500 00 








$158 02 
12,000 00 
1,200 00 
10,337 00 
22,500 00 





46,195 02 





$13,200 00 
10,000 00 

158 02 
13,706 44 


37,064 46 
9,130 56 





46,195 02 


$8,000 00 

675 00 
8,000 00 
4,000 00 


20,675 00 


$4,675 00 
12,000 00 
16,675 00 
4,000 00 





20,675 00 


$4,000 00 
4,000 00 
4,000 00 
4,000 00 





16,000 00 


$8,000 00 
4,000 00 


12,000 00 
4,000 00 


16,000 00 


$100,000 00 





$69,520 00 
28,669 72 
1,810 28 


Ee 


100,000 00 
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MISSION TO THE CONGRESS OF PANAMA. 























Appropriation in 1826 .......... +e eee e ee eee eee eee eee eee e eee eee en ene eeeeeees $40,000 00 
Expenditure made in 1826........-.2es cece cece erect ees eee e eee e eee eee et eneaees $9,000 00 
Expenditure made in 1827.......---+eeeeee eee e eee e cece teen eee n sees eeeseeeeees 17,953 52 
26,953 52 

Balance of appropriation December 31, Ss Hie Se eee KSEE oe RRS 13,046 48 
40,000 00 

CONTINGENCIES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE. oe 

Balance of appropriation of 1821.............. _ EE eT ree Te ea eae ene are eee $9,608 00 
Appropriation made in 1822 ............. eee cece eee eee cece eee ee ee cece eee eeees 13,950 00 
Appropriation made in 1823 .... 2.1.2.1... eee cece cece ccc cence eee ee reece elacahew 18,800 00 
Appropriation made in 1824 ... 2.2.2... cece ccc cece e eee e cece cece ce neceeeces 27,350 00 
69,708 00 

EET TEPEUT ETE EL TT COTE ETT TE ELECTR Eee Le $9,000 00 
MRPOMNIMTO Mnde in TERS... . 2... cece cscs wcccevecesvessseceresensssseeseseoss 22,550 00 
ES RNIN SIL BUN 6 Si oink ccc scons tikes seks bb Reb sense cases eben sed v essen ss 22,000 00 
58,550 00 

Balance of appropriation December 31, 1624... .. 2.2... ccccccccscccccscccsccccees 16,158 00 
69,708 00 

NN eT eT eee TOT TTeT TT OT Te LET ee CTT T TT $16,158 00 
i ee SACKED 56 WKESEDEEKODSA 55 KRbEEKERED DODANE OOS ORES SWS 25,550 00 
RE OP CTE CECE EC eT TT ETT TT EET CRT LTT RTC ETO 28,095 00 
EEE Oe OTe ee EPEC C REE eee Le Te eee TTT eT Ce Tee eee ee 10 00 
8 SE eee ee eee errr ere TT eT eT ee Ter TT TTT Tee eee Te Te eT re 28,050 00 
97,863 00 

SE Ee TE TET ere Te TT Tee Tee CTT eT ee eee ee re Tree $28,300 00 
ee EE nd k oso e bbe K4DES ROD TRENT REN ARE SSD EES EERE REESE ESS 32,545 00 
i i Ee A ks cnk dK EE KEKERSRREDEO SEAN ENRERES ORDERS SCORN DS 29,460 00 
90,305 00 

pe aa eeemrenteam Trecmeber BL, TEET «oso ink conse sewsecccvedenevescewens aves 7,558 00 
: 97,863 00 





———- 





JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury DepartTMENt, Register’s Office, March 5, 1828. 





D. 


DeparTMENT OF State, Washington, March 17, 1828. 


Sir: Your letter of the 14th instant, as chairman of a sub-committee appointed by the committee of 
the House of Representatives on retrenchment, making certain inquiries in respect of a remittance of 
$70,000, alluded to in my letter to the chairman of that committee of the 29th ultimo, was received the 
day after its date, and I have now the honor to communicate the following answer. 

The practice of the Department of State is to employ two banking houses in Europe of established 
credit and character—one at London and the other at Amsterdam—to pay the expenses of the foreign 
service of the Government connected with our diplomatic corps, consular and other public agencies. 
For the purpose of defraying those expenses, remittances are made from time to time to the bankers, who 
regularly account to the Department. This practice is coeval with the Government. 

On the 5th day of December last, requisitions were made by this Department on the Treasury for 
$70,000 to be remitted to our European bankers. The communication which I made to the chairman of 
the Committee on Retrenchment in respect to the remittance was founded on the day when the requisi- 
tions were made at this office, and not on that when the bills were actually purchased at another 
office, or when they were transmitted to Europe. The prompt attention usually paid at the Treasury did 
not allow me to doubt that in this instance the requisitions had been complied with without unnecessary 
delay. It appears, in point of fact, from a statement from the Treasury, herewith transmitted, designated 
No. 1, that $39,000 was remitted on the 17th day of December, 1827, and $31,000 on the 17th day of 
January, 1828. The total amount, $70,000, was chargeable 1o appropriations made prior to that for the 
service of 1828. The same Treasury statement shows the heads of appropriations on account of which 
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the remittance has been made, and the object of public expenditure to which it is applicable. The 
pankers will give credit for the amount in their general account current. 

From the time the Treasury received the above-mentioned requisitions of the Department of State, 
or from that on which the bills were purchased, (as the one or the other mode of keeping the account 
happens to prevail at the Treasury,) the Department of State became chargeable, and it is presumed to 
have been charged with the above sum of $70,000; and it must have been so charged on account of 
appropriations made prior to the year 1828. Its credit, therefore, with the Treasury, in consequence of 
those appropriations, was reduced by the amount of that sum of $70,000 from the one period or the other 
above mentioned. But the disbursement of the remittance must be made in the year 1828, or at least 
subsequent to the year 1827. And in any account exhibiting the actual expenditures of the Department 
they ought to be strictly charged to the year when incurred. 

Hoping that the explanations and Treasury statement now communicated will afford to yourself and 
the sub-committee all the information requested in your letter, 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
































H. CLAY. 
Hon. C. A. Wickurre, &c., &c. 
No. 1.—Remittances to Europe. 
To what place. | Date of requi-| Date of remit- Object. Am/’t of requi-| Amount of the] Rate of exchange. Tenor. 
sition. tance. sition. bills. 

Dollars. £ «. «. 
London ...++4 eee Dec. 5,1827 | Dec. 17,1827 | Diplomatic ..........ececcecee eee 25,000 5,044 16 10 
DO vicicecieses|occasie EOsccces|eccees dO....6- Relief and protection of seamen.... 5,000 1,008 19 4 
DO. cscs ccevecleccees AO. cecceleccees dO....6s Intercourse with the Barbary Pow’rs 5,000 1,008 19 4 
, DO. oreececceclecceee ( (ORR eee dO....0 PYiZ€ CAUSES. 6.06... cece cece cere vess 4,000 807 3 6 

39, 000 7,869 19 0 | 114 per cent...... 60 days’ sight. 

Guilders. 

Amsterdam ....... Dec. 5,1827 | Jan. 17,1828 | Diplomatic .........eceeeeeeeceecs 25, 000 36,387 83 | 414 cts. per gr....| Not expressed. 
DO .eccscccecs|cccece dO .cceveleceses do...... 000 edO cece cece cece cccccccccccecces| -coccccccccces 1,853 80 
DO. occeccccceleccces dO. cccceloccece dO...... Weisel Teaineiseicieiaieviedsislemeicisleneneceelaceasccccasase 2,143 90 
DO. 0000 ccccce|cccces WO sc0s00|ceecas dO. .000% Dest csccnc st nncedesessseeesieeedelsccdstocesceees 5,000 00 
DO. cecccccccslececes DO sccsseleccecs do... 0000O cecccccccccccccs cece cect cccclocccceccescces 5,000 00 
DO. coccvescceloccece QOS escecloseccs dO....6. 0000 cccccccccccccccc cscs cece scce|cccccscces cece 5,000 00 
DO, csc ccccceleccces O.cccceleceses dOvcecis 00000 cevcccec cece sccccrccccccccscleccoceccccsces 5,000 00 

23,997 70 | 412 cts. per gr....| 2 months’ sight. 
DO sicccccceses lessees WO sicsesielecsces dO..660 Relief and protection of seamen... 2,000 4,804 16 | 41§ cts. per gr....| Not expressed. 
DO. 000 scccesloceees OD ss <iccleceese dO scsees Prize causes...... Coercccccccccccs 4,000 9,609 14 |...... EO nec csccces Do. 
\ 31,000 


























I certify the above statement to be correct, and that the remittances therein mentioned were made to the bankers of the United States in London and 
Amsterdam, in pursuance of requisitions from the Secretary of State now on file in this office. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, March 15, 1828. EDWARD JONES, Chief Clerk. 





E. 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, May 10, 1828. 


Sir: Ihave the honor to state, in reply to your letter of the 9th instant, that of the $70,000 of re- 
mittances contained in the statement of the chief clerk of this Department, the sum of $39,000 only is 
contained in the statement of expenditures, as prepared at this office on the 5th March last, and that the 
balance of $31,000 is a charge on the appropriations of that Department for the year 1828. I transmit 
herewith “a statement of the sums remitted to Europe for the service of the Department of State be- 
tween the 7th day of October and the last day of December of the year 1824, and the sums remitted to 
Europe for the service of that Department between the same dates in the year 1827, showing, in each 
case, the periods when the bills remitted became payable. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Hon. James Hamitron. 
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Statement of the sums remitted to Europe for the service of the Department of State between the ith of October 
and the last day of December of the year 1824, and the sums remitted to Europe for the service of that 
Department between the same dates in the year 1827 ; showing, in each case, the periods when the bills 


remitted became payable. 






































rt) a 
S23 
Saas To what place. When payable. Amount. 
ste | 
g £3 
1824. | £ s. d. Guilders. 
Oct 7 | *LONAON ..ccee cece cocces secs cccces| GD Gaye SOT MEH ccccns cecnecccs sovccecseees 1,600 00 00) =f .... eens eeeeee $7,786 66 
StEFdAM....200 cecccecccccs cocee:|cevces GO ..65600 00050056 i0005 ne.c0\00'o0ee e000 b000bs]05b000.0000 0000600000 20, 000 
tAmsterdam 9 \ 10,250 00 
23 fAmsterdam.. .+. eesececceees cevess lLouboes OD 4 bbb occs ones 605600 cba n0d eH0d 5456 eS bes 1050060 s5000600b0 000% 5,000 
DB | *LOMNdON .cccce coccccce coves ceceicocces RD 005s o050s00ses de beee eseben eesess bosnee 1,400 00 00) = fasceveseecees. ) 
, “9 5 | 
QB | *LONAOMN 200 coccreccccce voce secces|secees dO . cece cccececcce seve cccces cece cscs cccees G79 500 — [eveeveceeveree $ 16,650 00 
23 *LONAON 200+ cocccs voce cccces cocces 15 days after sight..ccccocces cos -cocessccecces BOD 15 TO | seen dewecees | 
Se ID sicssnbisdeadidenaabireianes GO days after sight....ss.ecseccss-ceceee seceess ee ee J 
Dec 1 FLONAOD 22.000 cccce coccceccescees|cccccs BD Scns sess bssneecabe eben skss weabenee see 4,109 11 Of | cee vccccscee: 20,000 00 
54,686 66 
1827. | igen 
Dee. 17 LONAON . cecees cocceececeessecscees| 60 days after Sight..s..ceececeee seveseensce ove 807 3 6 Wes DOSewea se 4,900 00 
17 | LOnOn . 000060000000 cccc0ccsee see: | eben AO .cccccccocce occ cvecce cccecccscces ces. 1,008 19 4 Sphes sevens ees 5,000 00 
NG; SGOEON 6 scueeecenabecpshensesssoee lessees NO porasbeeseubsesar seen cobsebes speseae>s SOME GOED. iesceeaconwsecs 25,000 00 
RUM nant on ac sua bppsnoreees seuesesi 1) ane WO disesrieesccasinsanwnneiesiesesspeeneGestes M0089 4 licesssdisesseses 5,000 00 
| 39,000 00 
Mie ticcie x dase | i 
* Credited by bankers in 1824. ¢ Credited by bankers in 1825, 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, May 10, 1828. 





No. 3. 


Treasury Department, March 5, 1828. 


Sm: I had the honor to receive on the 14th of last month your letter of the 13th, addressed to me 
in pursuance of a resolution of the Committee on Retrenchment of the House of Representatives, request- 
ing to be informed whether, in my opinion, there be any officers in this Department whose services may 
be dispensed with without detriment to the public interest, or if the salaries of any of them can be 
reduced consistently with justice and propriety; and, in general, whether any of the expenses incident to 
this Department can be reduced without impairing the efficacy of its operations. 

In reply I beg leave to state that there are at present ten offices annexed to this Department, viz: 
the Comptroller’s, the Treasurer’s, the Auditor’s, the Register’s, that of the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, the Second Comptroller’s, the Second Auditor’s, the Third Auditor’s, the Fourth Auditor’s, and 
the Fifth Auditor’s. 

There have heretofore existed as appendages to the Department the offices of Assistant Secretary of 
the Treasury, Commissioner of Revenue, Accountant of the War Department, Purveyor of Public Supplies, 
Accountant of the Navy Department, and Additional Accountant of the War Department, all of which 
have been abolished. 

Of the ten subsisting offices first above enumerated, six have been coeval, or nearly so, in effect, 
though not under the same names, with the earliest establishments of the Government. Those of the ten 
that were created last, viz: the Second Comptroller’s, Second, Third, Fourth, and Fifth Auditor’s, were 
created by the act of March 3, 1817, under a special report embodying the reasons for the same, made to 
the Senate in President Madison’s time, (December 16, 1816,) by the heads of the Executive Departments. 
By the same act the offices of Accountant and Additional Accountant of the War Department and Ac- 
countant of the Navy Department were abolished. The further recommendafions of that report, to 
establish an entirely new Executive Department, to be denominated the Home Department, and a solicitor- 
ship to the Treasury, were not adopted by Congress. . 

Of the officers, therefore, who are now auxiliary to the business of this Department, there are, in my 
opinion, none that can be advantageously dispensed with, or whose salaries can be reduced consistently 
with justice and propriety. They have all been created by Congress on full deliberation. Dividing the 
time since the formation of the present Government into three periods, the first from the 4th of March, 
1789, to the close of 1800; the second from the Ist of January, 1801, to the close of 1814; the third from 
the Ist of January, 1815, to the close of 1827, and the average annual revenue of the nation for the first 
period is found to be $5,637,550; for the second period, $14,000,156; for the third period, $22,277,903. 
The average annual expenditure for the first period stands at $7,690,830; for the second, at $17,612,434; 
and for the third, at $27,998,460. The various loans obtained since the formation of the Government are 
not included in the receipts of revenue. The expenditures embrace all payments on account of the debt, 
as well revolutionary as that contracted since the purchase of Louisiana and Florida, and other heavy 
payments for objects not belonging to the ordinary and annual expenses of Government. This progres- 
sive increase in the public revenue, the result of the increase in the population, wealth, and general busi- 
ness of the nation, marks the necessity of progressive increase in the establishments of this Department, 
under the review of which, as to a common centre, every item of revenue and expenditure is brought. 

How far all the details of business in the several offices of the Department might be carried on without 
detriment to the public interest after dispensing with any portion of the clerks at present employed in 
them, or how far the salaries of any might be reduced consistently with justice and propriety, or, in 
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general, whether the expenses incident to any of them could be reduced without impairing the efficacy of 

their operations, I have not on my own view felt able to decide, without more opportunities of investiga- 
tion than I could command at this season, or more delay than would be compatible with the duty of affording 
the committee a timely reply. But I called by letter upon each of ‘the officers charged by law with the 
jmmediate direction of the business of the ten offices in question to make report to me under each of the 
points above specified, and to do so in as full and precise a manner as the terms and spirit of the resolution 
appear to demand. Their reports have been made accordingly, and I have the honor to enclose them 
herewith, numbered from 1 to 10, inclusive. 

Regarding the business of the chief office of the Department, that of the Secretary, it is my opinion 
that no retrenchments can be made with advantage to the public. On the contrary, I take leave respect- 
fully to state that I think the public interest requires that there should be another principal clerkship 
established in it. Besides its own proper duties, which are of daily detail, as well as of extensive range, 
its duty of superintendence over other offices of the Department is constant. Hence, whilst each of the 
other Executive Departments has had one principal clerk allowed to it, it has been the past policy of the 
Government to allow to the Secretary of the Treasury two, from the more multifarious and complicated 
structure of the Treasury Department. The old act of 1792 made provision for two principal clerks for 
the Secretary’s office. Two were also allowed during the incumbency of Mr. Gallatin, each of whom, at 
the close of that officer’s service, received a compensation of two thousand dollars per annum. Under 
the conviction that the business of the office would go on more to the public advantage in all respects, - 
and especially as regards promptitude and method, by having two principal clerks instead of one, I asked 
the Committee of Ways and Means for an appropriation for two in 1826. The appropriation was not 
granted. The whole number of clerks in the Secretary’s office at present is nine. The number was six 
during the whole of the first period of time indicated above, when the average annual revenue of the 
nation was but a fraction more than one-fourth of its present amount. During a part of the first period 
the office also had attached to it an Assistant Secretary. The act of May 7, 1822, which provided that 
all moneys appropriated for the use of the War and Navy Departments should be drawn from the Treasury 
by warrants of the Secretary, under special requisitions, in every case, from those Departments, instead | 
of being drawn directly upon the Treasurer in capacity of agent of those two Departments, as had been 
the case before, created of itself a considerable increase of clerical labor in the office of the Secretary of 
the Treasury apart from the fourfold increase of revenue. 

It belongs to this communication to add that, besides the recommendations for creating new offices 
and anew Department contained in the report to the Senate by the heads of the different Executive 
Departments in 1816, and which was carried into effect in part only by the act of 1817, as before mentioned, 
Mr. Secretary Crawford, in a distinct report to the same branch of the Legislature in January, 1818, 
recommended the appointment of a Solicitor to the Treasury in the strongest and most unequivocal terms. 
Hence I feel the more fortified in the opinion I presume to give that there are no unnecessary officers in 
the Treasury now, by referring to other opinions which have pronounced (on full examination more than 
ten years ago) an augmentation of the present number expedient. 

I have not supposed that the resolution of the committee was designed to embrace officers at a 
distance whe are under the direction of the Department as the organ of the President in executing the 
laws. I mean officers of the customs, and all other officers engaged in the collection of the public revenue 
in all the States and Territories of the Union. If it were intended to give to the resolution this scope, a 
reply to it would call for investigations the results of which could not be obtained and digested so as to 
present them in a shape that would hold out any hope of being satisfactory or useful during the present 
session of Congress. It may be sufficient to remark that these officers have all been created, the duties 
assigned, and their compensation fixed, directly or indirectly, by the legislative power of the country; 
and that I am not, under the existing information and lights before the Department, prepared to express 
an opinion that any of them could be dispensed with, or their compensation, or official expenditures be 
abridged, consistently with the principles stated by the committee. In the extensive ramifications of 
official duty to which the collection of a large revenue under numerous and complicated laws gives rise, 
it is far from impossible that abuses may exist calling for retrenchments at points that a thorough and 
searching examination might disclose. The same kind of examination might lead to the knowledge of 
cases where the public interest and justice to the individual would perhaps suggest the employment of 
more officers, and with compensations more adequate to the labor performed by them. On the last head 

there have been both complaints and resignations of late years. I allude more particularly to the 
Receivers of Public Moneys and the Registers in the land districts, a class of officers exposed to much 
labor and responsibility, and who are sometimes stationed in parts of the country where the expense of 
maintaining a family presses heavily. 

I have the honor to remain, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

RICHARD RUSH. 
Hon. J. Haminron, Jr., Chairman of Committee on Retrenchment, House of Representatives. 





No. 4. 


Navy Department, February 25, 1828. 


Sir: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 13th instant, transmitting a copy of a resolu- 
tion adopted by the Committee on Retrenchment. 

The Navy Register for 1828, which was prepared at this office and sent to the House of Representa- 
tives at the commencement of the year, and a copy of which is now enclosed, exhibits the number and 
compensation of all the officers who are in any way connected with or under the control of this Depart- 
ment. 

They consist of officers of the Navy, properly so called, clerks, navy agents, naval storekeepers, 
naval constructors, and messengers. 

To the first class it is not supposed that the present call applies. Should this suggestion be incorrect, 
I will cheerfully give the opinion entertained on the questions in the resolution as applicable to them, 
which will, however, be only a repetition of the views heretofore presented in official reports from this 
Department. 
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The navy agents, naval storekeepers, and naval constructors are located at places where such 
officers are indispensable, and are engaged diligently in the performance of duties which must, from the 
necessity of the service, be discharged. It is believed that an inspection of the Register will show that 
they cannot be dispensed with. ; 

The only other persons under the control of this Department are the clerks and messengers. 

I enclose a copy of a letter addressed, on the 21st January, 1826, to the Hon. Louis McLane, then 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, which presented my opinion of the duties, &c., of the 
clerks at that time. Ihave seen no cause to change that opinion. On the contrary, it has been confirmed 
by every day’s experience since; and I hesitate not to declare it as my conviction that public money 
would be saved and the public interest and accommodation promoted if two or three clerks were added to 
the number already in the Department. A delay of a few days in answering a call of Congress, in 
expediting a ship to sea, or in giving a direction or order necessary to the proper performance of some 
prescribed duty, will often occasion much greater loss of money than the amount of their salaries. The 
business of the Department in all its branches is constantly increasing. The applications for appointments 
alone have augmented to such an extent that more than one-half of the office hours of the Secretary, 
especially during the sessions of Congress, is consumed by visits from applicants and their friends. One 
clerk is almost constantly employed in attending to the correspondence on this subject; nor is it perceived 
how this can be avoided, although in nine cases out of ten neither the calls nor the correspondence can 
lead to any valuable end. A refusal to receive the visits or to answer the letters is uniformly followed 
by complaint and censure. 

I believe it has not happened for years past that the Department has been able to perform its duties, 
after the greatest possible exertions and some delays, without calling in the aid of extra clerks, who, 
being ignorant of the proper manner of doing the labor assigned to them, often cause delay and incon- 
venience. Most of the duties performed by the clerks require not merely the ability to write a good hand 
and copy what is placed before them, but information, intelligence, sagacity, and experience. 

I have the honor to enclose copy of a letter from the Commissioners of the Navy, as a part of this 
answer, and have only to add that I know of no officer in this Department whose services may, in my 
opinion, be dispensed with “without detriment to the public interest.” 

The Navy Register also affords a statement of the salaries or compensation received by each officer. 
Their amount is fixed by law in all cases, except those of the carpenters, who are omitted in the laws fixing 
the pay of the Navy; of the naval storekeepers and naval constructors, which is determined under the 
direction of the President, according to the labor and responsibility of the places where they are employed; 
and of the warrant and petty officers, which is fixed by the President, in virtue of the first section of the 
law passed on the 18th of April, 1814. In my “opinion” the salaries of none of them “can be reduced 
consistently with justice and propriety.” I have heretofore expressed my “opinion” that “ justice and 
propriety” require that the compensation of some of the officers of the Navy should be augmented. 

I am in doubt whether the last inquiry, as to “the expenses incident to the Department,” was 
intended to extend to the general operations of the naval service, or to be confined to the expenses of this 
office. If to the former, I have, respectfully, to refer to reports heretofore made, and which have repeatedly 
urged certain changes in the naval service as conducive to efficiency and economy; especially to one to 
the House of Representatives, dated January 24, 1824, and two to the Senate, of January 1, 1825, and 
January 12, 1828. I believe that the plans proposed in those reports are calculated to lessen the expenses 
of the service. 

If the inquiry be directed solely to this office, my answer is, that the expenses of it consist of the 
salaries before mentioned, and of the contingent expenses, which are annually provided for by an appro- 
priation of two or three thousand dollars. 

This appropriation is designed to supply stationery, blank and other books, binding, printing, maps, 
charts, newspapers, fuel, furniture, repairs, &c., &c., and has not heretofore been found too great, nor can 
it “be reduced without impairing the efficiency of the operations” of the office. The accounts of the 
expenditure in each year are regularly settled, under vouchers, at the Treasury Department, and may be 
referred to in the office of the Register of the Treasury. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, &c., 
SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 

Hon. James Hamitron, Jr., 

Chairman of the Committee on Reirenchment, House of Representatives. 





No. 5. 


DepartMENT oF War, Jfarch 3, 1828. 


Sir: The documents necessary to furnish a satisfactory answer to the inquiries submitted in the 
letter which, as chairman of the Committee on Retrenchment, you did me the honor to address to me have 
this moment been put in my hands, and I hasten to furnish the information, as far as practicable, required 
by the committee. The enclosed documents, as far as the bureaus are concerned to which they refer, will 
be sufficient to satisfy the committee that economy has been pursued in the expenditures of the public 
money to the utmost extent, compatibly with the successful operations of their branches of the public 
service. On this occasion it may be allowed me to say that, always considering a just economy the true 
policy of all Governments, and particularly ours, the first measure I adopted on coming into the Depart- 
ment was to assemble the chiefs of the different bureaus and to urge upon them its practice, and that in 
every official act, as trustees of the people, it was our solemn duty to consider ourselves in their presence, 
and accountable to them for our conduct ; that, with this purpose continually before our eyes, though we 
might fail to obtain approbation, we should attain what was more valuable, a conviction that we deserved 
it. As far as I am able to ascertain, the course recommended has been faithfully pursued, and, whenever 
occasion called for it, retrenchment has been effected by change in the regulations; and the committee 
will learn with pleasure that the administration of this Department has continually, for years past, tended’ 
to a reduction of its expenditures. To manifest, to the satisfaction of the committee, this economical 
tendency, I have caused a synopsis to be prepared of the disbursements for the last nine years, divided 
into three periods; the first embracing from 1819 to 1821, both inclusive; the second, from 1822 to 1824; 
and the third, from 1825 to 1827. By referring to the heads subject to the discretion of the Department, 
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it will be seen that the amount of disbursements has been lessened. The item of the Quartermaster’s 
Department, in the first period, was $1,381,045 19; in the last, $896,935 89; and, although the greater 
number of troops in the first period must be taken into the account, yet, after making the proper allowance 
for this circumstance, still the relative saving must be obvious. So, also, with the contingencies of the 
Army. In the first period this item of expense amounted to $160,100 94; in the latter to $39,391 58; and 
comparing the first year, 1819, in the first series, with the last year in the last series, 1827, it will be 
found in the former case it amounted to $82,563 91, and in the latter to $10,922 34. So, also, with the 
contingencies of the Indian Department; in the second period (before which the contingencies were 
blended with the pay of agents, &c.,) they amounted to $315,959 55; in the last to $292,800 33; showing 
a saving in that branch of expenditures of $23,159 22 in three years. 

As it regards a reduction of the number of officers in this Department, I do not believe the public 
service will justify it. To this remark a trifling exception may be made. During the last year a vacancy 
occurred among the clerks which I forbore to fill, under a hope that it might be dispensed with without 
injury to the service, and thereby a small saving be effected. In a year or two more the number of clerks 
may be diminished in the Office of Land Bounties and Pensions ; as it is obvious time will continually 
diminish the services to be performed in these offices. 

As to the just compensation for public employment, it is one of the most difficult problems in political 
science, and about which much difference of opinion prevails. Even the standard of compensation is yet 
to-be settled. Shall it be confined to a support of the officer; or shall it embrace that of his family, and, 
beyond their support, enable the incumbent to make for them a reasonable provision? Shall he be enabled 
to practice the courtesies of hospitality, or be a mere isolated beast of burden? Were we to judge this 
question by the anxiety to obtain appointments, indicated by the number of candidates for office, and the 
zeal with which they pursue their object, we should be justified in inferring that the salaries were full 
high, if not exorbitant. On the contrary, if we advert to the impoverished condition of those, generally, 
who devote their time to the public service, we should be led to conclude that poverty is almost an 
inevitable effect of such devotion; and, as a consequence, the salaries, instead of being extravagant, were 
penurious. Although there are occasional exceptions to this general result, effected by rigid economy 
and great skill in the investment of money, yet the larger proportion of public servants die in poverty, 
and leave their families in the most bereaved condition. I therefore content myself, instead of expressing 
any decisive opinion on the propriety of reducing the salaries of officers, with presenting these difficulties 
to any satisfactory solution of the question propounded; and I do so the more readily as the committee 
will be much better able than myself to decide correctly the propriety of reducing salaries. And finally, 
I am not advised of any expenses incident to this Department which can be reduced without impairing 
the efficiency of its operations. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
JAMES BARBOUR. 

Hon. James Hamirron, Jr., Chairman of the Committee on Retrenchment. 
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EEK Kh+ ( Sdde een emen 23,499 93 SE bce siccvacckeeaes 93,828 07 

———— $279,907 41 —_——— $298,800 33 
eee 24,175 50 <a 
_ Severe Tete 41,689 89 
rrr rer er 50,399 23 Fortifications. 

—— 116,264 62 

. Se eee 47,649 18 uci, FUT $965,046 79 

ESTE TT Terror 81,319 42 PRs b es kon dev eewenes 675,285 01 

ers 53,865 57 ETT e eee 318,683 26 
— 182,834 17 —_——— $1,959,015 06 

ce er er 330,062 95 

Indian Department. ics ag MTC 510,206 45 

1819 | NE 528,164 98 
120 Blended with pay of agents and sub-agents. —————- 1,368,434 88 

1821 myn REECE 755,400 94 

edi piianeken $141,856 39 er 754,656 40 

SCT eee eT Ty 79,026 89 Perererrer re rrr 659,592 61 
Pree ere reer 95,076 27 2,169,649 95 


$315,959 55 





——_—. 


The foregoing statement of the expenditures for the years 1819, 1820, 1821, 1822, 1823, 1824, 1825, 
1826, and 1827, under the various heads specified, is in conformity with the appropriation books of this 
office. 

WM. LEE, Second Auditor. 

Marcu 4, 1828. 





No. 6. 


Post Orrice Department, February 22, 1828. 


Sir: In answer to your communication of the 13th instant, inquiring whether there be “any officers 
in this Department whose services may be dispensed with without detriment to the public interest, or if 
the salaries of any of them can be reduced consistently with justice and propriety, and, in general, whether 
any of the expenses incident to the Department can be reduced without impairing the efficiency of its 
operations,” I have the honor to submit a hasty but general sketch of the outlines of the business transacted 
annually in this Department. 

There are in the United States 1,644 mail-routes, 99,134 miles of post roads on which the mail is 
annually transported, and about 7,000 post offices. The amount of postages which will be collected in 
the current year will exceed a million and a half of dollars. 

The following is a somewhat detailed view of the business for the current year: 

Ist. Arranging the order and connexions of 411 mail-routes, being one-fourth of the whole, every year. 

2d. Examining and recording 6,000 proposals for carrying the mail, comparing them and deciding 
the right, examining numerous testimonials which accompany them, and furnishing a letter of acceptance 
to each successful applicant. 

3d. Preparing and causing to be reciprocally executed 411 contracts, with triplicates, bonds, and 
sureties. 

4th. Superintending 1,644 mail-routes, regulating the movements of the mail, changing its direction, 
and examining the reports of the daily performances of contractors. 

5th. Appointing, registering, and commissioning more than 1,000 postmasters annually; receiving 
and registering their bonds; ascertaining the responsibility of their sureties, and establishing hundreds of 
new Offices. 

6th. Superintending the management of more than 7,000 post offices, instructing postmasters, furnishing 
them with constructions of the law, and investigating their conduct when complaints are made. 

ith. Receiving, examining, and adjusting more than 28,000 quarterly accounts of postmasters, 
covering together about 900,000 folio pages, with additions of items, chiefly in cents, amounting, together, 
to more than $1,500,000. 

8th. Entering, in accounts current, 28,000 accounts of postmasters, with all their various items, and 
furnishing statements to 2,000 postmasters of errors discovered in their accounts. 

9th. Opening more than 1,000 dead letters daily, registering and forwarding to their proprietors 
such of them as contain valuable enclosures. 

10th. Tracing lost letters; detecting and prosecuting depredations committed on the mail. 

11th. Furnishing from the books of the office about 1,200 postmasters annually with full statements 
of their accounts. 

12th. Settling finally the accounts and collecting the balances of 1,000 postmasters who annually 
go out of office; instituting and superintending about 200 suits in law for recovery. 

13th. Collecting, by drafts and otherwise, quarter-yearly, the revenue arising from more than 7,000 
post offices, and reviewing the account of each four times in a year. 

14th. Settling the accounts, and paying their amount, four times in the year, of the several contractors 
on 1,644 mail-routes, making together 6,576 accounts, 


* In March, 1827, an advance was made out of the contingent fund of the Indian Department of $6,000, to pay the 
Seneca tribe of Indians the supposed amount of the interest on $100,000 stock, held in trust for them by the President of 
the United States ; the agent charged to receive the interest ought to have refunded in 1827. This advance would, of course, 
reduce the expenditure for that year to $87,828 07. 
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15th. Procuring mail bags for all the routes, locks, keys, paper; the printing and distribution of blank 
forms for accounts for the different offices, amounting to many hundred reams 

16th. Keeping distinct and separate accounts with the post offices, with contractors and other agents, 
requiring, besides the previous entries in accounts current, pay-books, cash-books, day-books, and journals, 
72,000 ledger entries. 

17th. Preparing, quarter-yearly, for the Treasury, statements of the whole fiscal transactions of the 
Department, covering in the year about 1,200 large pages, accompanied with about 15,000 receipts and 
98,000 accounts, besides duplicates of all contracts and proposals. 

The correspondence growing out of the above operations will exceed six hundred letters daily. I not 
unfrequently open with my own hands between two and three hundred letters in a day on business relating 
to the various branches of the office. So extensive and complicated are its details, that an accurate view 
of the annual amount of labor cannot be formed without some practical knowledge on the subject. There 
is believed to be no civil branch of governmental operation, in this or any other country, which equals this 
Department in extent, or which embraces so great a variety of interests. Not less than twenty-five thousand 
agents are daily and hourly engaged in its service—a greater number than all the agents of the Govern- 
ment beside, including the Army and Navy. 

In regulating this immense force, it cannot be organized into masses and controlled by responsible 
heads, as the Army and Navy. Most of the agents act separately and independently of each other, and 
are each responsible to the chief of the Department. This arises from the nature of their duties, and causes 
a more extensive correspondence than is required in the other Departments of the Government. 

The public interest is intimately concerned in the faithful conduct of all the persons employed in the 
operations of the mail; and the slightest omission of duty in any one of them cannot fail to produce some 
inconvenience, which may afford ground of complaint. Under such circumstances, some idea may be 
formed of the necessary energy in this office, which controls and is responsible for the individual acts of 
so great a number of agents. What is necessary to be done to-day cannot be postponed until to-morrow 
without injury to the public, and probably some loss of character to the Department. Hence the necessity 
of unceasing vigilance in all the clerks of this office. It is believed that they are as industrious and 
efficient as any other officers of the same grade employed by the Government, and that the public is as 
much benefitted by their labors. They receive less compensation than the clerks employed in the other 
Departments. A reduction of their number, or a failure to authorize the necessary additional aid, will 
paralyze the operations of the Department, and cause it to take a retrograde movement. The effects of 
this would be severely felt by the commercial and other interests of the country. 

I know of no expenses incident to the Department which can be reduced without impairing the 
elliciency of its operations. In the making of contracts for several years past there has been a great 
retrenchment of expenditure, taking into view the amount of service provided for; but this can only be 
accomplished by the ordinary progress of making contracts. , 

With great respect, I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
JOHN McLEAN. 


Hon. James Hamitton, Chairman, éc. 





No. 7. 


Frsruary 21, 1828. 


Sir: Your communication requesting the Clerk of the House of Representatives of the United States 
to inform the committee “whether any reduction can be made in the number of clerks employed by him, 
or in their salaries, and in the contingent expenses of the House, without injury to the public service,” 
has been received; and in answer thereto, the Clerk begs leave to state that no reduction can be made in 
the number of the clerks in his office without serious inconvenience to the business of the House, and 
without rendering it impossible for him to keep up the present arrangement established during the last 
two sessions. Their pay I do not think one cent too high, considering the duties performed. 

The committee know how many hours are necessarily devoted during the session of Congress—more 
than in any public office; but I am satisfied no one can know, without being on the spot, the amount of 
labor done during the recess. 

The average recording done during a recess, from an estimate made, if paid for at the usual price, 
would be about $3,400. To this must be added the compiling, alliterating, copying, and correcting proofs 
of indexes to the journal, executive reports, bill-books, and reports of committees; collecting, examining, 
rearranging, filing, and endorsing all papers used during the session; arranging printed documents for 
binding; arranging original executive papers for binding; collecting and arranging all the books; settling 
all accounts; making detailed abstract for the Treasury and for the House; answering all calls from the 
different Departments for papers on which legislation has taken place; answering all communications from 
members and private individuals, including copies of papers; making annual abstract of all appropriations; 
and a multitude of other matters, which cannot be estimated, incident to an office extending over or con- 
nected with all the legislation of the Union. These estimated duties can only be valued by the time 
employed, which I think could not be done at less than $2,300, in addition to the $3,400, making the work 
done worth $5,700, or equal to six months and a half of all the salaries. 

On the subject of the contingent expenses of the House, I beg leave to refer the committee to the 
report of the Committee of Acccunts at the last session, on the expenditures of the year 1826, as follows: 

“The Committee of Accounts, to whom was referred the resolution of the 19th, instructing them to 
inquire into the expediency of reducing the contingent expenses of this House, beg leave to report: 

“ That they have examined the expenditures of the House of Representatives as presented in the last 
account of the Clerk, amounting to $74,788 81; of which sum the standing expenditures, viz: printing, 
stationary, bookbinding, fuel, newspapers, post office, and messengers, make the sum of $65,990 75. 

“Incidental expenditures, new and old furniture, $369 98; the miscellaneous expenses amount to 
$8,427 98; of which sum, $6,451 33 were expended in pursuance of direct legislation, aad orders by the House, 
leaving only $1,976 65 over which the committee had a control, and all of which was expended by the 
Clerk and Doorkeeper for objects deemed proper and necessary by the committee. 

“The whole of this sum having been expended by the orders of the House, except the small balance 
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expended by the Clerk and Doorkeeper, deemed necessary, the committee do not find that under the existing 
resolutions and orders of the House there can be any reduction of the contingent expenses thereof ; and 
ask leave to be discharged from the further consideration of the subject.” 

From this it will be seen how small a portion of the moneys is expended except by direct legislation, 

From the year 1827, the sum expended was $89,537 15; of which sum the standing expenditures, viz; 
printing, stationery, bookbinding, fuel, newspapers, post office, and messengers, make the sum of 
$68,760 60. Incidental expenses, new and old furniture, $893 02. The miscellaneous expenses amount 
to $13,093 53; of which sum, $12,219 25 were expended by direct legislation and by orders of the House, 
leaving only $874 28 expended by the Clerk and Doorkeeper for objects deemed proper and necessary by 
the Committee of Accounts. The excess of 1827 arose chiefly from the reprinting the journals up to the 
14th Congress; engraving and printing maps and charts; and also providing the stationery for the present 
session, which heretofore was paid to the contractor after the year expired; so that the account of stationery 
of 1827, in fact, embraces the last and present sessions. 

From the aforegoing statements it will be perceived that the Clerk cannot point to any items of 
expenditure which might be dispensed with without alleging that the House has directed useless expendi- 
tures, which the Clerk most respectfully takes leave to say would be getting “above his business.” 

The question has often been asked of me, “ Why do we have so many messengers?” I can only say 
that, so long as the same labor is required, not one can be dispensed with. 

In truth, from my chief clerk down to the runners, every one “goes for the work” and not by the 


hour. 





















































Most respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
MW. ST. CLAIR CLARKE, 


Clerk of the House of Representatives of the United States. 
Hon. James Hamirron, Jr., 
Chairman Select Committee. 





No. 8. 


Statement of the sums of money which have been disbursed through the State Department and settled at the 
Treasury upon the certificate of the President, without specification, since the 1st day of July, 1790, specify- 
ing the sum paid in each year; furnished in compliance with a letter of the Chairman of the Committee on 
Retrenchment of the 13th of February, 1828. 


timwvicw. See 


On the 16th September, 1812............ eee Te TET EET EOL Tee 
From the 20th November, 1812, to the 10th March, 1813.................cecccccecsccese 51,652 56 
In the year 1813........ ert are ere err WERCVANIS SO WSSND ORES | 
Re eee re re Linea xen EWE Ws ss Khe was eee ere Te Pee re 150 00 
J ae Peek SWAT cesar ae bee EEA) Rone ems pe GLAM CE ERD WER i ae ahs 700 00 
OE ee ry aus ae AaS APRS RES PRPS Sees 400 00 
EES: Paths pegterticx nes ues satin Deke csbeas (hikieestegte,, saa 
a EE Se ee ee ee er eee ay ere Terr eee eT Tee ee 2,130 32 
SEE PEE Te Se Ee eee et er ee ee ee eee ee [ePnee eens ere 1,700 00 


1,666 66 
8,958 01 


B506.....; ree re Tee eee ee ee eee eC RTC TTT Cee ee Tee 


96,051 29 


Payments of a similar nature to the foregoing were made under the act of the Ist of July, 1790, and 
subsequent acts; but from the destruction of accounts and vouchers by the conflagration of 1814, the 
Treasury do not possess the means of ascertaining the amounts expended with any precision. In the 
printed public accounts for the year 1794, however, the sum of $1,500 appears to have been advanced to 
Edmund Randolph, Secretary of State, on account of the “contingent charges of Government,” pursuant 
to instructions of the President of the United States; and also, in the same accounts for 1796, the sum of 
$3,000 appears to have been advanced to Timothy Pickering, Secretary of State, ‘to defray the contingent 


charges of Government.” 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury Department, Registers Office, February 28, 1828. 





No. 9. 


Department oF Srate, Washington, March 26, 1828. 


Sir: I have received your letter of the 24th instant, containing a copy of a resolution adopted by the 
Committee on Retrenchment, in which they are pleased to inquire: Did John H. Pleasants go as bearer of 
despatches from the United States to Rio Janeiro and Buenos Ayres in 1825? Did he deliver thie 
despatches to the proper authority at Rio Janeiro and Buenos Ayres? If he did not go, what became 
of the despatches; who bore them to the Government of Rio Janeiro and Buenos Ayres? Where did J. 
H. Pleasants go after he left the United States? Was it not known to the Department, when his account 
was settled and paid him, that he had not been to Rio Janeiro or Buenos Ayres as bearer of despatches 
from this Government? 

In reply, I have the honor to state, for the information of the committee, that Mr. Pleasants was 
engaged in the spring of 1825 to carry to our respective Chargés d’Affaires at the Brazils and Buenos 
Ayres their credentials, commissions, and general instructions, and other despatches from this Depart- 
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ment; that, with that view, he left the city of Richmond, the place of his residence, on the 19th day of 
April, and embarked at the port of New York, on the 28th day of May, 1825, on board the brig William 
Tell, having employed the intermediate time in seeking, from Baltimore to Boston, a vessel in wh'ch he 
could obtain a passage; that, whilst at sea, he was taken so ill as to be apprehensive of his life, which he 
supposed would be in imminent danger if he continued the voyage, and meeting a vessel at sea bound to 
Antwerp he transferred himself to her, and committed the despatches with which he was charged to the 
care of Captain Hinman, the master of the vessel William Tell; that the despatches, both for Mr. Forbes, 
our Chargé d’Affaires at Buenos Ayres, and for Mr, Raguet, our Chargé d’Affaires at Rio Janeiro, were 
delivered by the captain of the William Tell to the former gentleman on the 12th day of August, 1825, 
as will appear by an extract from a despatch from him under date the 15th day of September, 1825, 
marked A; and that those intended for Mr. Raguet were received by him on the 26th October, 1825, as 
will appear by an extract from a despatch from him under date of 12th of November, 1825, which is 
marked B. 

I beg leave also to refer to a copy of a letter from Mr. Pleasants, under date of the 7th day of July, 
1825, marked C, and to an extract from a letter from him, under date of October 22, 1825, marked D, as 
explaining more fully the motives which induced him to change his destination and to commit the public 
despatches in his care to Captain Hinman. During his voyage in the Antwerp vessel Mr. Pleasants met 
at sea a vessel bound to Liverpool to which he transferred himself, and he arrived in that port on the 1st 
day of July, 1825. He reached the port of New York, on his return to the United States, on the 22d of 
October, 1825, bringing with him despatches for this Department from Mr. R. King, our minister at the 
Court of London. 

It was known at this Department when the account of Mr. Pleasants was settled and closed that he 
had not reached Rio de Janeiro or Buenos Ayres, but it was also known that the despatches which had 
been intrusted to him had been received by the persons to whom they were respectively addressed, and 
it was believed that he had been prevented from personally delivering them by the causes already 
stated. Supposing the affliction of disease did not occasion a forfeiture of all claim for expenses and all 
compensation for services, the allowances made to him were according to established usage, which has 
prevailed as far back as any traces of the accounts of bearers of despatches can be discerned, in the 
Treasury. Agreeably to that usage, they are generally allowed their expenses, personal and travelling, 
to the port of embarkation, their passage money at sea, their expenses, personal and travelling, from 
the port of debarkation to the places of their destination, and the like expenses and passage money on 
their return home; and they receive, moreover, a compensation for their services of six dollars per day, 
out of which they defray their expenses whilst they remain at the places to which they are sent or may 

. stay at Washington for despatches. 

Upon an examination of Mr. Pleasants’ account it will be seen that it has been adjusted according 
to these principles; and, of the sum received by him, $756 was for per diem allowance, and the residue on 
account of expenses and passage money. 

It was not believed that the visitation of Providence with which he was afflicted ought to deprive 
him of all allowance for expenses and all compensation for services, but it was not thought right that the 
per diem should be continued during the whole period of his absence from home, and until his return to 
New York on the 22d of October, 1825. It was therefore limited to the 22d of August, 1825, that being 
the time when it was estimated he might have returned to the United States, if, after abandoning the 
voyage to South America, he had sought an opportunity of coming home instead of proceeding to Europe. 
It was within the discretion of the Department to have compensated him as the bearer of despatches from 
Mr. King, but it was not deemed proper to make him any allowance for that service. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
H. CLAY. 

Hon. James Hamiiton, Jr., 

Chairman of the Committee on Retrenchment, House of Representatives. 





A. 


Extracts of a letter from Mr. Forbes to Mr. Clay, dated Buenos Ayres, September 15, 1825. 


“On the 12th of Angust I received from Captain Hinman, of brig William Tell, my commission as Chargé 
dAffaires, together with the instructions you were pleased to send me and some accompanying letters.” 

“You will long since have learned from Mr. Plasants, the gentleman charged with your despatches, 
his abandonment of his voyage, and return to the United States, by which I lost, to my regret, the 
pleasure of his acquaintance and of paying due respect to your recommendation.” 





B. 
Extract of a letter from Mr. Raguet to Mr. Clay, dated Rio de Janeiro, November 12, 1825. 


“On the evening of the 22d ultimo I received from Mr. Forbes, at Buenos Ayres, letters dated on the 
16th and 31st of August, informing me of the arrival at that port on the 10th of that month of a trunk 
containing my credentials, with a number of books and other articles, which had been shipped at New 
York, regretting the delay to which it had been subjected whilst in his charge, owing to the want of 
opportunity, and finally advising me of its having been embarked on board the Sweedish brig Pallas, the 
vessel which conveyed the said ietter, and which entered this harbor on the day preceding. 

“On the following morning I called upon the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, informed him of 
the fact, and requested permission to land the trunk and to pass it through the custom-house without the 
necessity of its being opened. This he cheerfully promised to grant, but a delay occurring in the 
Treasury Department the order was not issued until the 26th, when I received the trenk unopened, 















1084 FINANCE. [No. 999, 





containing the several despatches from your Department, numbered 1, 2, 3, and 4, of the 14th, 13th, 16th, 
and 16th of April last, respectively, together with the books, papers, and documents therein enumerated, 
excepting the 24th ‘volume of Niles’ Register,’ which Mr. Forbes ascertained to be deficient at Buenos 
Ayres. I have no doubt that Mr. Forbes used all due diligence in forwarding this package, and I have 
ascertained from Captain Martin, of the Jasseur, that when he offered to bring it he was not certain of a 
destination direct for Rio de Janeiro, which was the cause of the preference being given to the other 
vessel.” 





C. 
Mr. Pleasants to Mr. Clay. 


Liverroot, July 7, 1825. 


My Dear Sir: If you are surprised at the date of my letter, I am scarcely less surprised at the 
circumstance myself. To be in England at all is what I never expected. To be here when I expected to 
have been in Buenos Ayres seems rather the effect of enchantment than of ordinary causation. It 
remains, sir, for me to account for this apparent dereliction of duty; and I cannot but hope that a plain 
statement of the circumstances which changed my destination will exculpate me from any blame in your 
eyes, solicitous as I am to preserve that good opinion which procured for me the charge conferred by the 
Department of State. 

After many ineffectual attempts to secure an earlier passage, in which I was baffled by the diminished 
intercourse between the United States and the provinces of South America which lie beyond the Spanish 
Main, I succeeded in procuring a passage in the brig William Tell, which sailed from New York on the 
28th of May for the river Plate. This vessel was not such a one as I should have selected had I had my 
choice. Being simply a merchant ship, it was destitue of comfortable accommodation; nevertheless, 
becoming impatient for action, and foreseeing that if I neglected that opportunity I might meet with no 
other, I availed myself of it, and sailed, as stated, on the 28th of May. I speedily had cause to regret 
my precipitation in choosing such a ship. The cabin, not fifteen feet square, was destined to accommo- 
date, in a voyage which would occupy from sixty to ninety days, twenty-five passengers. The quantity 
of these individuals was in no respect * * * * * by their respective qualities; they were, for the most 
part, mechanics emigrating to that country, and the filth of their persons and obstreperous * * * * * of 
their deportment was by no means corresponding to the republican respectability of their profession. 
When the horrors of sea-sickness were superadded to the other painful circumstances attending my 
situation, my sufferings became greater than I can describe. Deprived of every comfort, with not ten 
feet square for exercise, a pestilential air, and most offensive smell pervading every part of the ship, and 
even without the most common medicines, I assure you, sir, that death would have been no unwelcome 
visitor. I was seized with a high fever, and in ten days reduced, in my own opinion and in that of those 
around me, to the brink of the grave. At this time we spoke an American ship, from New York, bound to 
Antwerp; the captain, who was likewise ill, was bearing for Fayal, in the Azores, and by great persuasion 
was induced to take me on board, in a miserable condition. Two days after this removal my new captain 
recovered his indisposition, and resumed his course for Antwerp. Having no inclination to visit Holland, 
I determined to avail myself of the next ship that we might speak, and return to the United States or go 
to England. From the time that I boarded the vessel in which I then was I had begun slowly to recover, 
from the superior comforts of its accommodations. On the 20th of June we spoke the brig Olive, from 
New York to this port, and the captain consenting to receive me, I arrived in Liverpool on the Ist instant, 
having been at sea thirty-three days. The despatches which were intrusted to my care I forwarded to 
Mr. Forbes, in charge of Captain Hinman, of the William Tell, to whom he was consigned, stating the 
reasons of my not bearing them in person, and requesting him to forward those for Mr. Raguet, at Rio. If 
the William Tell goes safely, the despatches will safely reach their destination. 

These, sir, are the circumstances which have brought me to England, and I hope that they are such 
as to excuse my abandonment of my charge. As I am here, I have determined to devote a few weeks to 
the purpose of seeing the country, after which I.shall have the pleasure of giving you, in person, a more 
detailed account of my voyage. 


With high respect, your obedient servant, 
JNO. H. PLEASANTS. 





D 
Extract of a letter from John H. Pleasants to Mr. Clay, dated New York, October 22, 1824,[5.] 


“Convinced as I am that my life would have fallen a sacrifice had I persevered in the voyage, and 
although too ill at the moment to exert any agency in the step, I cannot help feeling uneasiness at the 
impressions the apparent abandonment of my trip may have made on your mind. This uneasiness is 
proportioned to the frank confidence with which that trust was conferred. I shall be uneasy until I have 
the honor of hearing from you; and I entreat you, sir, if your engagements will permit, to address a line 
to me at this place, where I am forced to remain a few days.” 
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No. 10. 


Statement of the annual receipts and expenditures of the United States from March 4, 1789, to December 31, 1827. 





YEARS. 


TOTAL RECEIPTS. 








Adams’ administration} ...ccccese++-seceseeseeeies « ses 


This series of years embraces the expenses of the war and its 
arrearages growing out of the balances due on account of the war. 


From March 4, 1789, to December 31, 1791. ....ssececees seseeveces 
Washington’s administration®*........ecceee cecccecerecsesceees wes 


seeeeesees 


Jefferson's Administration}.....csesesccerccce sees seesecceeeseeveess 


Madison, before the War)....sccceesceccecscceecececscccccccese sees 


Mr. Monroe’s last three years||.....cccccscecscesecccsseesseccescers 


Mr. Adaing’ first three yearsl..... ccsscecescccee: csceescecsercecees 





1792 
1793 
1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 
1827 





$10,210,025 75 
8,740, 766 77 
5, 720,624 28 

10,041,101 65 
9,419, 802 79 
8, 740,329 65 
8,758,916 40 
8, 209,070 07 

12,621,459 84 

12,451,184 14 

12, 945,455 95 

15,001,391 31 

11,064,097 63 

11,835,840 02 

13,689, 508 14 

15,608, 828 78 

16,398, 019 26 

17, 062, 544 09 
7,773,473 12 

12, 144,206 53 

14, 431,838 14 

22,639, 032 76 

40, 524, 844 95 

34,559, 536 95 

50, 961, 237 60 

57,171, 421 82 

33,33, 592 33 

21,593,936 66 

24,605,665 37 

20, 881,493 68 

19,573,703 72 

20,232, 427 94 

20,540, 666 26 

24,381,212 79 

26,240,858 02 

25,260, 434 21 

22, 978,508 68 





EXPENDITURES. 
Total, exclusive of Public debt. Total. 

public debt. 

$1, 919, 589 52 $5, 287, 949 50 $7, 207,539 02 
1,877,903 68 7, 263,665 99 9, 141.569 67 
1,710,670 26 5,819,505 29 7,529,575 55 
3,500,546 65 5, 801,573 09 9, 302,114 74 
4,350,658 04 6,084,411 61 10, 435. 069 65 
2,531,930 40 5, 835, 846 44 8, 367,776 84 
2,833,590 96 5, 792,421 82 8,626,012 78 
4,623, 223 54 3,990,294 14 8,613,517 68 
6, 480, 166 72 4, 596, 876 78 11,07} 043 50 
7,411,369 97 4,578, 369 95 11,989, 739 92 
4,981,669 90 7,291,707 04 12, 273, 376 94 
3, 737,079 91 9, 539,004 76 13, 276, 084 67 
4, 002,824 44 7, 256, 159 43 11,258, 983 67 


4,452,858 91 
6,357,234 62 
6,080,209 36 
4,984, 572 89 
6,504,338 85 
7,414,672 14 
5,311,082 28 
5,592, 604 86 
17, 829, 498 70 
22, 082,396 92 
30, 127,686 38 
26,953,571 00 
23,373,432 58 
15,454,609 92 
13, 808,673 78 
16, 300,273 44 
13, 134,530 57 
10,723, 479 00 
9,827,643 51 
9,784, 154 59 
15, 330, 144 71 
11,490, 459 94 
13, 062,316 27 


12,730,501 87 | 





8,171,787 45 
7,369,889 79 
8,989, 884 61 
6,307,720 16 
10, 260, 245 35 
6, 452, 554 16 
8,008,904 46 
8, 009, 204 05 
4, 449,622 45 
11, 108, 123 44 
7,900, 543 94 
12,628, 922 35 
24,871,062 93 

25,423,036 12 

21,296,201 62 
7,703,926 29 
8,628, 494 28 
8, 367,093 63 
7,848,949 12 
5,530,016 41 
16, 568, 393 76 
12,095,344 78 
11,041,082 19 
10,003,668 39 


12,624,646 36 
13, 727, 124 41 
15,070,093 97 
11,292,292 99 
16,764,584 20 
13, 867,226 30 
19,319, 9°6 74 
13,601,808 91 
22,279, 121 15 
39, 190,520 36 
38, 028,230 32 
39,582, 493 35 
48,244,495 51 
40,877,646 04 
35, 104,875 40 
24,004,199 73 
21,763,024 85 
19, 090, 572 69 
17,676,592 63 
15,314,171 00 
31,898,538 47 
23, 585,804 72 
24, 103,398 46 
22,734, 170 26 








364,671,570 94 





538, 172, 462 51 





702, 844,033 45 





* $2,791,221 81 average expense annually. 
§ $6. 106, 119 76 average expense annually. 
$9, 985,647 60. 


t $5, 337,087 79 average expense annually. 
|| $5, 000, 000 included tor Florida purchase. 











t 5, 137,598 61 average expense annually. 


Journal of proceedings of the Committee on Retrenchment. 


Average, excluding $5,000, 000 Florida purchase, 
7 $12,477,759 36 average expense annually. 


In tHe House or REPRESENTATIVES OF THE Unirep States, February 6, 1828. 


Resolved, That a select committee be appointed, whose duty it shall be to inquire and report to this 
House if any, and what, retrenchment can be made, with safety to the public interest, in the number of 
the officers of the Government of the United States, and in the amount of salaries which they may 
respectively receive; more especially to report specifically on the following heads: 

Ist. What reductions of expense can be made in the State Department, in the number and salaries 
of the officers and clerks attached to this Department; in the expenses regulating the foreign intercourse, 
and in the printing and distribution of the public laws of the United States. 

9d. What reductions in the Treasury Department, and whether an effective system of accountability 
and for the collection of the public dues is there established. 

3d. What reductions of expense can be made, in the Navy Department, in the clerks and officers now 
acting subordinately to the Secretary of the Navy. 

4th. What reductions cf expense can be made in the Department of War, in the Indian Department, 
and in the clerks and officers now acting subordinately to the Secretary of War. 

5th. What reductions of expense can be made in the number of officers, and the amount of compensa- 
tion which they may receive, in the Postmaster General’s Department. 

And that the committee be further instructed to examine the several contingent funds of each of 
these Departments, and to report the amount and objects for which disbursements have been made from 
these funds; and that they report the amounts, vouched and unvouched, which have been paid from the 
secret service fund since the lst day of July, 1790, or the fund regulating the contingencies of foreign 
intercourse, and of the fund for the expenses of the intercourse with the Barbary Powers. 

And that they further report whether the compensation of members of Congress should be reduced, 
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and whether the fixed salaries of the officers of this House, and its contingent expenses, can with pro- 
priety be diminished. 

And further, that they inquire whether any modification of the Sinking Fund act can be made with a 
view of producing a more speedy extinguishment of the public debt. 

Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Ingham, Mr. Sergeant, Mr. Rives, Mr. Everett, Mr. Wickliffe, and Mr. Wright, of 
New York, were appointed the committee, in pursuance of the said resolution. 





Fesruary 12, 1828—10 o’clock. 


Committee met. Present: Messrs. Hamilton, Ingham, Sergeant, Rives, and Wickliffe. 

The resolution authorizing the appointment of the committee was read by the chairman; whereupon, 

Mr. Rives moved the following resolution, which was agreed to by the committee: 

Resolved, That the chairman of the committee address a letter to the head of each of the Executive 
Departments, and of the Post Office Department, requesting information whether, in their opinion, there 
be any officers in either of those Departments whose services may be dispensed with without detriment to 
the public interest; or if the salaries of any of them can be reduced consistently with justice and pro- 
priety; and, in general, whether any of the expenses incident to those Departments can be reduced without 
impairing the efficiency of their operations. 

Mr. Ingham moved the following resolution, which was adopted: 

"Resolved, That the chairman be directed to request the Secretary of the Treasury to lay before this 
committee a statement of the sums of money which have been disbursed through the State Department, 
and settled at the Treasury upon the certificate of the President, without specification, since the lst day 
of July, 1790, specifying the sum paid in each year. 

Mr. Wickliffe moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the chairman address a letter to the Secretary of the Treasury, requesting a statement 
from his Department of the amount appropriated for the contingent expenses of the Indian Department for 
each year since the Ist day of January, 1825, and the objects, specifically, for which the sum has been 
expended, and the names of the persons to whom paid. 

Mr. Sergeant proposed to amend the said resolution by striking out the words “ 1s¢ day of January, 
1825,” and inserting ‘“‘from the date of the change of the regulation of the Indian Department by the last act;” 
which amendment was rejected, and Mr. Wickliffe’s resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. Ingham moved the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the chairman be directed to request the Clerk of the House of Representatives to inform 
this committee whether any reduction can be made in the number of clerks employed by him, or in their 
salaries, and in the contingent expenses of the House, without injury to the public service. 

Mr. Cambreleng appeared in the place of Mr. Wright, of New York, who was excused from serving 
on said committee by the House. 

Mr. Rives moved the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the chairman of the committee address a letter to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
requesting him to cause to be communicated to the committee, with as little delay as possible, a statement 
showing the amount annually expended on each object of expenditure out of the funds appropriated for 
the contingent expenses of the several Executive Departments for the years 1825, 1826, and 1827, which 
has been settled at the Treasury. 

Mr. Rives also moved the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the chairman of the committee address a letter to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
requesting him to cause to be communicated to the committee, with as little delay as possible, a statement 
showing the amount annually expended on each object of expenditure and settled at the Treasury out of 
the funds appropriated for the contingencies, enumerated and not enumerated, of the naval service, and 
the contingencies of the military service, for the years 1825, 1826, and 1827. 

And then the committee adjourned. 


Monpay, February 18, 1828. 


Committee met. Present: Messrs. Ingham, Sergeant, Rives, Wickliffe, and Cambreleng. 

The following resolution was submitted by Mr. Ingham, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the chairman request the Secretary of the Treasury to lay before the committee a 
statement of the respective sums disbursed from the appropriations for the outfits and salaries of public 
ministers; for the contingent expenses of missions abroad; for intercourse with the Barbary Powers; and 
that part of the appropriation for the contingent expense of foreign intercourse which has been settled 
at the Treasury in the usual manner; specifying the objects of the disbursements and to whom paid 
since January 1, 1822. 


Monnay, February 25, 1828. 


Committee met. Present: Messrs. Hamilton, Everett, Ingham, Cambreleng, and Wickliffe. 
The chairman laid before the committee the following copy of the circular addressed to the different 
Departments, requesting the information by the several resolutions passed: 


Wasnineton, February 13, 1828. 


“Sm: Ido myself the honor of transmitting you a copy of a resolution adopted yesterday by the 
Committee on Retrenchment, and beg leave to solicit your attention to that part of it relating to your 
Department, from which the committee will be happy to receive the information required.” 


Mr. Everett asked permission to have it entered on the journal of the committee that he had been 
prevented from attending the former meetings of the committee in consequence of absence from Washington 
in attendance on a member of his family dangerously sick. 

The chairman laid bef re the committee the answers of the Postmaster General and Clerk of the 
House of Representatives 1» the resolutions directed to them. 

Mr. Wickliffe offered the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested to furnish this committee with a statement 
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of the amount paid as compensation to the officers of the Navy for and on account of extra duty for the 
year 1826; showing the amount paid to each officer, and for what duty or services paid. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to furnish this committee with a statement of the 
amount paid as compensation to the officers of the Army for and on account of extra duty for the year 
1826; showing the amount paid to each officer, and for what services paid. 

Mr. Everett proposed to amend these resolutions by striking out of each “for the year 1826,” and 
inserting from the first of March, 1821; which amendment was lost, and the resolutions were then agreed to. 

Mr. Ingham moved the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the chairman request the Clerk of the House of Representatives to lay before the 
committee the original accounts for printing and other contingencies for the House of Representatives 
during the last session. 

And then the committee adjourned. 


Monpay, March 3, 1828. 


Committee met. Present: Messrs. Hamilton, Sergeant, Everett, Rives, Ingham, and Cambreleng. 

The chairman reported that, on the day after the adoption of the resolutions at the last meeting of 
the committee, he caused to be communicated to the proper persons copies of the said resolutions. 

The chairman also reported and read a communication from the Secretary of the Navy in answer to 
the resolution of February 12, adopted, which was received by him on the 27th February. 

The chairman (Mr. Hamilton) further communicated that the Secretary of the Treasury had, on the 
27th February, verbally informed him that the clerks in his Department were busily engaged in making 
out the documents required by the resolution of the committee of the 12th February, and that the answer 
would be communicated in the first of the present week. 

Mr. Ingham moved the following resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the chairman address a letter to the Secretary of State, and of the Treasury, and of 
War, requesting them to inform the committee when they may expect to receive an answer to the letter 
of the chairman of the 13th February, respecting the reduction in the number and salaries of the officers 
attached to their Departments, and the contingent expenses of the same. 

Mr. Ingham also moved the following resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the chairman of the committee request the Secretary of the Navy to inform the com- 
mittee what number of sick officers and seamen and marines were provided for at the several naval 
hospitals during the year 1826. 

The Clerk of the House of Representatives produced his accounts, in obedience to the order of the 
committee; which, on motion of Mr. Ingham, were referred to a committee of three, and Mr. Ingham, 
Mr. Sergeant, and Mr. Wickliffe were appointed said committee. 

And then the committee adjourned. 


Saturpay, Murch 8, 1828. 


Committee met. Present: Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Everett, Mr. Rives, Mr. Wickliffe, Mr. Cambreleng, Mr. 
Sergeant, and Mr. Ingham. 

The chairman laid before the committee reports from the Department of the Treasury, viz: 

1. A letter containing documents Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4, giving amount of the contingent expenses in 
the Departments of State, Navy, War, and Treasury offices, &c. : 

2. A letter of the Secretary of the Treasury upon the subject of reducing the number of officers and 
the amount of salaries. 

Also, reports from the Departments of War and State upon the same subject. 

Resolved, That the letter of the Clerk of the House on the mode of printing and arranging the docu- 
ments be referred to the Committee on the Expenditure of the Contingent Fund of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

Mr. Rives moved the following resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the communications from the heads of the Executive Departments to the chairman of 
this committee be referred to sub-committees of three members, with instructions to consider and report 
thereon to the committee. 

The committee then resolved that their next meeting shall be on Thursday next, and every Monday 
and Thursday morning after at 10 o’clock. 

And then the committee adjourned. 


Tuurspay, March 18, 1828. 


Committee met. Present: Mr. Hamiltcn, Mr. Rives, Mr. Everett, Mr. Sergeant, Mr. Wickliffe, and 
Mr. Cambreleng. 

The chairman announced the following sub-committees under the resolution of the last meeting: 

On all communications from the Treasury Department, Mr. Cambreleng, Mr. Sergeant, and Mr. Ingham. 

On all communications from the War Department, Mr. Ingham, Mr. Wickliffe, and Mr. Everett. 

On all communications from the Navy Department, Mr. Rives, Mr. Sergeant, and Mr. Cambreleng. 

Yn all communications from the State Department, Mr. Wickliffe, Mr. Everett, and Mr. Rives. _ 

The chairman read the communication from the Secretary of War, in answer to the resolution of the 
25th February, 1828, upon the subjectment of the extra pay to officers of the Army. 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Committee on the Accounts and Reports of the Department 
of War. 

Mr. Cambreleng moved the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested to furnish a statement exhibiting the 
present organization of the Treasury Department, and, more especially, showing the mode of presenting, 
adjusting, and paying accounts with and against the United States and the several Departments, and of 
issuing drafts and warrants for the payment of money to individuals, or for the several Departments of 
the public service; also, stating the duties assigned to and discharged by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
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————« 


First and Second Comptrollers, Treasurer and Register of the Treasury, First, Second, Third, Fourth 


and Fifth Auditors, respectively, under and by existing regulations. 

Mr. Everett moved the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to furnish this committee with a statement of the 
amount paid annually as compensation to the officers of the Army for and on account of extra duty from 
the 4th of March, 1821, to the present time, showing the amount paid to each officer, and for what service 
paid, except for the year 1826. 

Mr. Rives moved the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested to furnish this committee with statements 
showing the sums expended on each object of expenditure out of the funds appropriated for the con- 
tingent expenses of the several Executive Departments for the years 1822, 1823, and 1824, similar to 
those already furnished for the years 1825, 1826, and 1827. 

And then the committee adjourned. 


Monpay, March 17, 1828. 


Committee met. All present. 

The chairman announced that he had transmitted to the appropriate Departments the resolutions 
passed at the last meeting; he also announced that he had received no further answers to the previous 
calls of the committee; but he had understood, verbally, that the contingent accounts of foreign intercourse 
would be transmitted in the course of a day or two. 

On motion of Mr. Everett, the hour of the meeting was changed from 10 to 11 o’clock in the morning. 


The committee then adjourned. 
Tuurspay, March 20, 1828. 


Committee met. Present: Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Rives, Mr. Wickliffe, and Mr. Cambreleng. 

The chairman communicated that he had received a communication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
accompanying the contingent expenses of the Indian Department for each year since the 1st January, 
1825, marked A, and numbered from 1 to 14. Also a communication covering a statement for contingen- 
cies, enumerated and not enumerated, for the naval service. 

The first communication was referred to the sub-committee on the War Department, and the last to 
the sub-committee on the Navy Department. 

Also a communication from the Secretary of the Treasury, covering a statement of sums disbursed 
from the appropriations for the outfits and salaries of public ministers; for the contingent expenses of 
missions abroad; for intercourse with the Barbary Powers; and that part of the appropriation of the 
contingent expenses of foreign intercourse which has been settled at the 'Treasury in the usual manner; 
specifying the object of the disbursement and to whom paid since January, 1822. 

Which communication was referred to the sub-committee on the State Department. 

And then the committee adjourned. 


Monpay, March 24, 1828. 


Committee met. Present: Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Ingham, Mr. Rives, Mr. Everett, Mr. Wickliffe, and Mr. 
Cambreleng. 

After the reading of the journal, Mr. Everett desired to have it entered on the same that he was pre- 
vented from attending the last meeting by the death of a member of his family. 

The chairman reported that since the last meeting of the committee no further answers had been 
received from the Departments to the calls of the committee, but he understood that those remaining were 
in progress and would be shortly communicated. 

Mr. Wickliffe offered the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the chairman of the committee address a letter to the Secretary of State to ascertain 
the following facts: 

Did John H. Pleasants go as bearer of despatches from the United States to Rio Janeiro and Buenos 
' Ayres in 1825? 

Did he deliver the despatches to the proper authority at Rio Janeiro and Buenos Ayres ? 

If he did not go, what became of the despatches ? Who bore them to the Governments of Rio Janeiro 
and Buenos Ayres ? 

Where did John H. Pleasants go after he left the United States? Was it not known to the Depart- 
ment, when his account was settled and paid him, that he had not been to Buenos Ayres as the bearer 
of despatches from this Government? 

The committee adjourned, to meet at 11 o’clock on Thursday next. 


Tuurspay, March 27, 1828. 


Committee met. Present: Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Ingham, Mr. Rives, Mr. Everett, Mr. Wickliffe, and Mr. 
Cambreleng. 

The chairman communicated a copy of his™note to the Secretary of State, enclosing a copy of the 
resolution adopted by the committee at its last meeting. 

He also communicated Mr. Clay’s reply to the same, containing sundry letters respecting the employ- 
ment of John Hamblin Pleasants as bearer of despatches to Rio Janeiro and Buenos Ayres; which, after 
being read, were referred to the sub-committee on the Department of State. 

The chairman also communicated a letter from the Secretary of the Navy, covering a statement of 
the amount paid as compensation to the officers of the Navy for and on account of extra duty for the year 
1826; showing the amount paid to each officer, and for what duty or service paid; which was referred to 
the sub-committee on the Navy Department. 

The committee then adjourned, to meet again on Thursday next at 10 o’clock. 


. 


Tuurspay April 3, 1828. 


Committee met. Present: Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Cambreleng, Mr. Everett, Mr. Wickliffe, and Mr. Rives. 
The chairman communicated a letter from the Secretary of the Navy, accompanied by a statement 
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showing the “number of officers, seamen, and marines provided for at the several navy hospitals during 
the year 1826;” which was referred to the sub-committee on the Navy Department. 

Mr. Wickliffe offered the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the chairman ask of the House leave to send for persons and papers. 

The committee then adjourned to Saturday at 10 o’clock. 





Saturpay, April 5, 1828. 


The chairman met to adjourn the committee, by instructions of a majority of the committee during 
its recess, in consequence of the continued indisposition of Mr. Sergeant and the absence of Mr. Ingham. 
The members of the committee were then summoned to meet on Monday, April 7, at 10 o’clock. 


Monpay, April 7, 1828. 


The committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present: Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Cambreleng, Mr. Everett, 
Mr. Wickliffe, and Mr. Rives. 

The chairman communicated the resolution adopted by the House on the 4th instant, in the following 
words: 

“Resolved, That the Select Committee on the subject of Retrenchment be empowered to send for 
persons and papers.” 

The chairman also communicated a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, accompanied by state- 
ments of the contingent expenditures of the State, Treasury, War, and Navy Departments for the years 
1822, 1823, and 1824, together with a general abstract thereof; which were severally referred to the sub- 
committees on those Departments. 

The chairman also communicated a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury on the organization of 
the Treasury Department, &c., accompanied by communications from the subordinate officers of the 
Treasury, numbered from 1 to 9, being in compliance with a resolution of the committee adopted on the 
13th March; which papers were referred to the sub-committee on the Treasury Department, &c. 

Mr. Wickliffe offered the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That summons be issued for Thomas B. Dashiel and G. W. Dashiel, James McCleary, and 
James Laurie, to attend the committee on Wednesdry next at 9 o’clock. 

The committee then adjourned to Wednesday at 19 o’clock. 


Wepnespay, April 9, 1838. 


The committee met. Present: Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Cambreleng, Mr. Everett, Mr. Wickliffe, and Mr. 
Rives. 

Several witnesses, to wit, Thomas B. Dashiel, George W. Dashiel, Dr. Laurie, and James McCleary, 
attended, in pursuance of a summons from the chairman. 

Thomas B. Dashiel, George W. Dashiel, and Dr. Laurie were severally sworn and examined. 

The following are questions propounded to Thomas B. Dashiel and answers given: 

Question. In what office are you clerk? 

Answer. In the office of the Treasurer. 

Question. Who is the chief clerk in the Treasurer’s office ? 

Answer. I am acting as chief clerk pro tempore. Samuel Brooks who has retired for twelve mouths, 
from old age, from the office, is the regular chief clerk of the office. 

Question. What is his salary as fixed by law? 

Answer. His salary is $1,700 per annum. 

Question. How long since he has done any duty in the office of the Treasurer? 

Answer. About twelve months, 

Question. Who performs the duties of chief clerk in the Treasurer’s office ? 

Answer. I do. 

Question. Did or did not the said Samuel Brooks agree with you, or some other of the clerks in the 
Department, that if you or they would do his business as chief clerk he would give you $900 of his salary? 
If he did not make such agreement, state what agreement he did make. 

Answer. Mr. Brooks made no agreement with me; when he retired from the office Mr. Tucker directed 
me to do the business. There was no agreement between Mr. Brooks and myself whatever. 

Question. Has he received any portion of his salary since he left the office and ceased to do business? 

Answer. Mr. Brooks received a salary at the rate of $1,400 per annum for the first three months after 
he retired, since which time he has received at the rate of $800 per annum. 

Question. Who receives the balance of the $1,700 appropriated by law? 

Answer. I receive, in addition to my salary, $300 as fixed by law, making my compensation equal to 
$1,700; George W. Dashiel receives, in addition to his salary as fixed by law, the sum of $250; B. B. Beall 
receives, in addition to his salary, $160; G. Beall receives, in addition to his salary, $200; and the duties 
heretofore performed by G. Beall are performed by Mr. Moore, the messenger, who receives as assistant 
clerk a fixed salary of $400; he does duty as an assistant clerk to the chief clerk. The same quantum 
of labor is now performed in the office by those persons above mentioned as was performed by the whole 
of the clerks when Mr. Brooks was in the office; no inconvenience results from the absence of Mr. Brooks, 

Question. What are the age and circumstances of Mr. Brooks, and how long has he been in office? 

Answer. His age is about 77 years; his circumstances are considered good. He entered the office 
about 1792; he has occasionally been indisposed; sometimes confined for a week or ten days. The 
assistant clerk was granted in 1818, as well as I can recollect. 

Question. Why was the assistant clerk granted? : 

Answer. He was granted in consequence of the old age of Mr. Brooks, who could not get along with 
the business as well as was required. 

George W. Dashiel states, upon interrogatories, that Mr. Brooks retired from the office on account of 
his inefficiency to perform the duties of chief clerk; he rather retarded the business than otherwise; he 
received his salary for about three months after he retired. Some time after he retired, the arrangement 
was made by the Treasurer by which he was to receive $800 of his salary, and the promotions took place 
with the increase of salary as stated by Thomas B, Dashiel. Mr. Brooks has no wife or family. He is 
unable to state what are his circumstances. 
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Questions propounded to Dr. Laurie: ] ; oe 
Question. What portion of time does Anthony Morris devote to public duties in the office of the 


Register of the Treasury, and what duties has he performed for the last twelve months? 

Answer. 1 am not employed in the same room in that office, and, therefore, cannot say to what extent 
of time devoted or duties performed by Mr. Morris. 

Mr. Wickliffe offered the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That a summons be issued for Michael Nourse to attend as a witness before this committee, 

The chairman communicated a letter from the Secretary of War, with communications from the 
Seeond and Third Auditors, &c., which were referred to the sub-committee on the War Department. 

The committee then adjourned to Saturday, 9 o’clock. 


Saturpay, April 12, 1828. 


Committee met. Present: Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Ingham, Mr. Everett, Mr. Wickliffe, and Mr. Cambreleng, 

The chairman then stated that a subpcena had been returned as duly served on Mr. Michael Nourse, 
the chief clerk of the Register’s office, who now attended to answer such questions touching any inquiry 
the committee might make of him. 

Mr. Nourse being sworn, 

Mr. Wickliffe propounded the following questions: 

Question. Are you acquainted with Mr. Anthony Morris, clerk in the Register’s office? State the 
duties he performs, and the proportion of time throughout the year he is engaged in the discharge of the 
same. 
Answer. Witness says he is acquainted with Mr. Morris. He is a clerk in the Register’s office. He 
does not know the duties he performs. Mr. Morris is in a room by himself, and he does not know how 
much he is engaged. 

Question. Do you believe his services to the Government essential to the regular discharge of the 
business of the Register’s office; and are they, in your opinion, worth the salary of $1,400 paid him? 

Answer. Witness does not feel himself authorized to express an opinion, as he is not particularly 
acquainted with the duties performed by Mr. Morris. 

By Mr. Everett. When and by whom was Mr. Morris appointed clerk? 

Answer. He was appointed, witness thinks, about three years ago next fall; his appointment was 
made by the Register, with the approbation, he thinks, of Mr. Crawford. 

By Mr. Cambreleng. Who filled the office before Mr. Morris’ appointment? 

Answer. Mr. Charles Dawson. 

By Mr. Wickliffe. Do you know what duties Mr. Dawson performed? 

Answer. He kept the impost book and assisted in forming the commercial statements. 

By Mr. Cambreleng. Does Mr. Morris now keep the impost book and commercial statements? 

Answer. No; Mr. Patterson attends to the first, and the labor of the second is divided between 
different clerks. 

By Mr. Everett. What is the usual way in which clerks in the Register’s office are appointed? 

Answer. They are appointed by the Register, generally, with the approbation of the Secretary. 

By Mr. Ingham. Do you know whether the Secretary of the Treasury has appointed a clerk in a 
branch of the Treasury without an application from the head of that subordinate branch? 

Answer. I do not know that he has. 

Question. Do you know whether any of the duties which were performed by Mr. Dawson are now or 
ever have been discharged by Mr. Morris? 

Answer. They are not now performed by Mr. Morris; but when Mr. Morris first entered the office he 
entered on the duties of Mr. Dawson. 

By Mr. Everett. How long did Mr. Morris perform the duties of Mr. Dawson, and why did he cease 
to perform them? 

Answer. Witness does not recollect; he believes less then a year. He does not know why he ceased 
to perform them. 

By Mr. Wickliffe. Do you not know that Mr. Morris is often absent from his duties in office hours? 

Answer. Witness answers, that he does not know, when in the city, how much or how often Mr. Morris 
may be absent in office hours; but that he has been absent since his appointment about three months in 
each year, in consequence of his own ill health and that of his daughter, as he believes. 

Mr. Nourse asked permission to state that he had been informed that Mr. Brooks’ circumstances were 
not good; that he was in debt, and that he had not a clear income of more than $100 or $200. 

Mr. Ingham submitted the following resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That a subpeena be issued to the Register of the Treasury. 

The committee then adjourned to meet on Wednesday next at 9 o’clock. 


Wepnespay, April 16, 1828. 


Committee met. Present: Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Everett, Mr. Wickliffe, and Mr. Cambreleng. 

The chairman stated that, in conformity with the directions of the committee, he had issued a 
summons to Mr. Nourse, the Register of the Treasury, who had attended, and was now present to give 
testimony. 

Mr. Nourse was accordingly sworn, and the following is his testimony: 

Question. What is the nature and extent of duties performed by Mr. Morris? 

Answer. Mr. Morris was absent when the other clerks were directed to state their duties; conse- 
quently, did net render a statement, but has since written a letter. 

[Letter of Mr. Morris read and filed. ] 

Witness had classed Mr. Morris’ service under three heads: correspondence, statistics, miscellaneous. 
With regard to correspondence, in which Mr. Morris is his aid, he is the only literary man in the office 
on whom witness can call. Witness being conversant with the details of matters relative to the old 
Government, is often written to on them, and calls on Mr. Morris to aid in answering. 

2d. Statistics. Mr. Morris was put on the books as a man of education, better adapted to that branch 
than to common clerical duty, and was employed to carry on the work of Seybert, as an undertaking of 
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great use and convenience to the Government. Has made a great many selections of a statistical nature, 
but principally employed in preparatory researches. 

3d. Mr. Morris has charge of statement books; has arranged the index to fifteen volumes, and prepared 
a great mass of papers relative to old Government transactions. It is the situation of his family which has 
called him away. 

Question. At what hour does Mr. Morris come to the office every day? 

Answer. About 10 o’clock every day. 

Question. How long does he stay? 

Answer. Excepting when he is wanted, he generally goes away at half past two, or a little before 
three o’clock, as he lives at a distance from the office. 

Question. Is he not absent, on an average, at least from two to three months each year? 

Answer. Witness has not taken a particular record; refers to the letter of Mr. Morris. Witness 
thinks he is absent on an average of two months; but probably will not be hereafter, in consequence of 
the death of his daughter. , 

Question. Is this a customary indulgence ? ° 

Answer. The clerks are not indulged in absence, unless called by circumstances. Witness considers 
himself as standing in a paternal relation to the officers under him. 

Question. Do you consider his services necessary ? 

Answer. Thinks that, at witness’ time of life, such an aid to himself is required. 

Question. Do you consider his services deserving the salary of $1,400 per annum? 

Answer. Thinks an officer of his talents deserving the salary of $1,400. 

Question. Has Mr. Morris made out an answer to any call within twelve months relative to any matter 
contained in the fifteen volumes ? 

Answer. The call relative to the claim of Walter Livingston, requiring laborious research, was referred 
to Mr. Morris, and the answer prepared by him. 

Question. Were not the duties performed by Mr. Morris formerly those of Register and chief clerk? 

Answer. These duties were witness’ own, and he considers Mr. Morris more particularly as his aid. 
Mr. Morris was appointed in November, 1822, by Mr. Crawford, with the concurrence of the Register and 
implied patronage of Mr. Madison, who had sent him on a private mission to Spain, and was paid out of 
the $100,000 granted during the war for special services. 

The chairman then submitted a ietter from Mr. Nourse, Register of the Treasury, as to the duties 
performed by Mr. Morris. 

He also submitted a letter from Mr. Lee, Second Auditor, containing a list of the clerks in his office, 
and the duties they perform. 

And then the committee adjourned to meet when summoned by the chairman. 





Tuurspay, April 24, 1828. 


The committee met. Present: Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Everett, Mr. Rives, Mr. Wickliffe, and Mr. Cam- 
breleng. 

The chairman stated to the committee that he had not previously summoned them in consequence of 
the continued indisposition and sickness of Messrs. Sergeant and Ingham. 

He also communicated the following letter from Mr. Nourse, the Register of the Treasury, explana- 
tory of his testimony, viz: 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, April 16, 1828. 


Recollecting one of the questions of this morning before the committee in respect to occasional absence 
of the other clerks, 1 answered, “ It was not.” At that moment the period of two months was in my mind. 
I should have said, “It is usual, on application of clerks, on special applications to be absent with leave, 
and the period of distance has in a measure governed the grants as to the time of absence; but not gene- 
rally for ‘two months,’ unless sickness intervened.” 


I have the honor to be, &c., 
JOSEPH NOURSE. 


The following resolution was offered by Mr. Wickliffe and agreed to: 

Resolved, That summons issue for George Graham, the Commissioner of the Land Office, Richard 
Cutts, and Colonel McKenney to appear at the next meeting of the committee and give testimony. 

The chairman was then instructed by the committee to apply to the House for leave to sit during 
the sessions of the House. 

And then the committee adjourned to meet at half past 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Fray, April 25, 1828. 


The committee met. Present: Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Rives, Mr. Everett, Mr. Wickliffe, and Mr. Car breleng. 

The chairman stated to the committee that George Graham, R. Cutts, and Colonel McKenney attended 
to give testimony. 

Upon Mr. Graham being sworn, he testified as follows: 

Question. What is the utility of continuing the system of inspecting the Land Offices? 

Answer. The duty of the examiner is to examine and count the money reported to be in the hands of 
the Receiver; to compare the books of the Register and Receiver together in order to see whether they 
correspond; to make a report as to the manner in which the books are kept, in respect to neatness and 
correctness, and whether they are brought up to the period of examination. The practice of these 
examinations has existed since 1804, in pursuance of law, although with some variations in the mode. 

Question. Could not the business be as well done by some citizen in the neighborhood ? 

Answer. In the early period there were few offices, and Mr. Gallatin generally employed some one in 
1 the neighborhood to examine them, with a per diem of $6 while actually engaged, and $5 or $6 
per 20 miles for mileage. After Mr. Crawford came into office he thought it expedient to employ persons 
not residing in the neighborhood on the same allowance per diem while actually engaged, and $5 or $6 
mileage for all expenses. 
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Question. Could not the examination be made as efficiently, and at a great reduction of expense, by 
a person living in the neighborhood of the offices ? ee 

Answer. Witness thinks it might, and that it is not necessary to have an annual examination as now 
prescribed by law. An occasional examination will be sufficient. In some offices it should take place 
annually; but where the books were found, on one examination, well kept and brought up, an examination 
the next year might be dispensed with. Some offices should be examined, and the money counted, oftener 
than once a year. The frequency of examination might be in the discretion of the President. 

Question. When was John Scott appointed to examine Land Offices, and what amount of compensation 
was made or to be made to him? 

Answer. Thinks he was appointed in March or April, 1827; examined the offices in the course of last 
summer and fall in Missouri and Arkansas. Has made report of the examinations, but has rendered no 
account for his services. Has received from the different Receivers about $400, as appears from their 
returns, and has drawn a bill on the Department for $500, which has not been paid in consequence of his 
not having yet rendered his accounts: He will be entitled to $6 per diem for every day employed in 
actual examination, and $5 or $6 for every 20 miles computed from his residence, such being the standing 
allowance. This compensation has been paid in various ways; no specific appropriation has been made 
by law for its payment. Each examiner, when appointed, is furnished with a letter of credit to the 
Receiver of each office which he examines. Amount paid on such letter is charged to the contingencies 
of the sale of public lands. It is an indefinite letter of credit, but agents seldom draw more than $100 
from any office. Examiner reports the number of days that he has been employed in each office; if an 
unreasonable number of days be reported, an inquiry will be ordered. Witness does not recollect any 
case of more than four or five days reported for one office. Where the examiner does not receive all that 
he is entitled to at the offices, he sends his account to the Treasury, and is paid out of the annual appro- 
priation for payments of accounts not otherwise provided for, or by order on some one of the Receivers. 

Question. What mileage was Mr. Scott entitled to? 

Answer. The amount of miles travelled by him is not known as yet at the Land Office, and for this 
reason the settlement of his account has been suspended. Mr. Scott has made all his reports and finished 
his agency. His reports were delayed by sickness, but his accounts are not yet rendered; and not know- 
ing what he is entitled to as mileage, his draft has not been paid. He examined seven offices in Missouri 
and Arkansas. 

The committee then proceeded to the examination of Mr. Cutts, Comptroller of the Treasury, who, 
being sworn, was merely interrogated in explanation of certain items in the account of the contingent 
expenses of the Indian Department; but as a reference to the vouchers in his office was necessary before 
he could render his answers, his examination was postponed, as well as that of Colonel McKenney. 

The chairman then stated to the committee that he felt it his duty to mention that a citizen, now a 
resident of this District, had inquired of him whether, in any of the accounts of the contingent expenses of 
the Government, the United States were debited with the sum of five thousand five hundred dollars, paid 
to the late Daniel P. Cook, late Representative in Congress from the State of Illinois, for certain diplo- 
matic services upon which Mr. Cook was supposed to have been sent abroad during the last summer. 

The individual making this communication also stated that he had good reason to believe that the 
Hon. Mr. Barton, of the Senate, and the Hon. Mr. Letcher, of the House of Representatives, were acquainted 
with this fact, and that he had good reason to know that John McLean, Esq., Postmaster General, was 
also cognizant of the circumstances connected with this transaction. 

The chairman stated that he did not feel at liberty to communicate the name of his informant, but in 
regard to the purport of the communication he felt no such reserve, and it was for the committee to make 
such order on the statement as they might deem proper. 

It was, on motion of Mr. Cambreleng, 

Resolved, That the committee consider the communication; when Mr. Wickliffe moved that the 
committee proceed to the examination of the fact stated, and that the chairman request the attendance 
of Messrs. Letcher and Barton, and issue a summons for the Postmaster General. 

Mr. Everett stated to the committee that, desiring to confer with Mr. Sergeant, who was absent from 
indisposition, on the very important subject involved in the communication, he would move that its 
consideration be postponed until to-morrow, Saturday, the 26th, at 12 o’clock, (meridian,) which was 
carried nem. con. 

Then the committee adjourned to meet to-morrow at 12 o’clock. 


Saturpay, April 26, 1828. 


Committee met. Present: Mr. Hamilton, (chairman,) Mr. Sergeant, Mr. Rives, Mr. Everett, Mr. 
Wickliffe, and Mr. Cambreleng. 
The chairman submitted the following letter from Mr. Graham, Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, explanatory of his testimony taken on yesterday: 
‘Genera Lanp Orrice, April 25, 1828. 


“Sir: In the statement made by me to the committee I omitted to mention that, in a conversation had 
with the Secretary of the Treasury last autumn, previous to the session of Congress, I understood him to 
say that, for the future, the letter of credit given to the examiners of the Land Offices should be more 
restricted and limited in its terms. If deemed necessary, you will please file this as a part of my testimony. 


“With very great respect, &c., 
“GEO. GRAHAM.” 


The committee then proceeded to the consideration of the motion that the committee proceed to the 
examination of the fact stated in the communication of the chairman, and that the chairman request the 
attendance of Messrs. Barton and Letcher, and issue a summons for the Postmaster General forthwith. 

And, upon the question being taken, Messrs. Rives, Wickliffe, and Cambreleng voted in the affirma- 
tive, and Messrs. Sergeant and Everett in the negative. 

The chairman then transmitted notes to Messrs. Barton and Letcher, and issued a subpeena to the 
Postmaster General, all of whom attended. 

The Hon. Mr. Barton, of the Senate, attended as a witness, and, being sworn, testified as follows: 

Question. Are you acquainted with the fact that the late D. P. Gook was employed by the Government 
of the United States on foreign service at the commencement of the last summer ? 
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doing so on account of the advanced season. 
Question. Did you understand what compensation Mr. Cook was to have for his services? 
Answer. Witness understood that an advance was made to him of $1,000. 


receive any? ; ; 
Answer Witness did not understand whether there was to be any further compensation. 


and he continued to get better. 
Question. Did Mr. Cook stop at Philadelphia on account of his health? 


designed also to stop at Philadelphia and consult Dr. Physick with respect to his health. 
obliged to stay here on account of his health? 


be thus employed. 
Question. Do you know if Mr. Cook spoke the Spanish language ? 


since he was a boy, that he did not. 

attending thoroughly to his business, public or private? 
from the adjournment, witness thinks he would soon have been able to attend to business. 
afflicted. 

appointment of minister to Colombia ? 
Witness lived with Mr. Cook. 


Question. On what points did you understand that Mr. Cook was to collect information ? 
Answer. On the state of public affairs generally; witness thinks he heard no particulars. 





mission to Colombia, which for certain reason could not be given him ? 


general, that he desired it but did not obtain it. 
Question by Mr. Wickliffe. Do you know when Mr. Cook returned ? 
Answer, Thinks it was the latter end of May, or beginning of June, that he returned ? 
Question. When did Mr. Cook probably sail from New York ? 


5th and 10th of April, at Philadelphia, when Mr. Cook went to New York to sail. 


$1,000 advanced to him when he left Washington? 
Answer. Witness does not know that he received no more. 
Questions by Mr. Everett. Do you know who was Governor General of Cuba at that time ? 
Answer. Thinks it was General Vives, formerly minister in this country. 


to speak the English language ? 
Answer. Thinks while he was here he might have made some progress. 
Question by Mr. Cambreleng. Do you know General Vives ? 


introduced to him; does not recollect that he ever conversed with him. 


the Government ? 
Answer. Was sent (witness believes) to London, by Mr. Madison, to carry despatches. 
Question by Mr. Rives. Do you know that he returned from London with Mr. Adams? 
Answer. Thinks he has heard Mr. Cook say so? 


able to walk out on business. 
Mr. Letcher was next sworn, and testified as follows: 


of the United States in March or April last ? 


heard Mr. Clay say so. Is pretty confident it was one of the two, and is not sure which. 
Question. Did you remain here at the close of the last session of Congress ? 

Answer. No. Witness left Congress a few days before the adjournment. 

Question. Did Mr. Cook ever tell you he applied for an appointment ? 

Answer. He never did; but witness knows he was desirous of one. 











Answer. Witness understood from Mr. Cook himself that, as Mr. Cook was going to the island of 
Cuba for his health, he was, while there, to be employed in the service of the Government to collect such 
information as the Government might wish to have relative to that country. He was sick at the close of 
the session, and witness remained with him, and went with him to Philadelphia, where he left witness 
and went to New York. Witness had intended to go round with him by the way of Cuba, but declined 


Question. Did you learn what additional sum he was to receive for his services, or whether he was to 


Question. What was the situation of Mr. Cook’s health at the time he received this appointment ? 

Answer. He was supposed to be recovering from the sickness which he had had during the session. 
At the close of the session he was very ill. Witness remained with him till about March 20, when he 
was much better, and then accompanied him to Philadelphia, where witness stayed with him until April, 

Answer. When he left Washington he had the intention to sail from Philadelphia or New York, but 


Question. After Mr. Cook concluded to go out to Cuba in the service of the United,States, was he 


Answer. It was not long before witness started for Philadelphia that witness heard Mr. Cook would 


Answer. Witness does not know whether he did or not, but thinks, from his acquaintance with him 
Question. From the situation in which you left Mr. Cook in Philadelphia, did you think him capable of 
Answer. Did not think him so at the time; but if his health had continued to improve as it had done 
however, think he would permanently recover from a pulmonary complaint with which he was seriously 
Question. Do you or do you not know that at the time Mr. Cook was sick he was an applicant for the 


Answer. He had heard such a thing spoken of, not only at that moment, but during that spring. 


Question. Did you hear the reason assigned why he did not receive the appointment to Colombia ? 
Answer. Witness did not hear any special reason assigned, or if he did, does not remember it. 
Question. Have you any recollection of hearing that this mission to Cuba was an alternative for the 


Answer. Witness heard no such idea suggested. Witness had probably about the same knowledge 
of the application for the appointment to Colombia that most members of Congress had, which was, in 


Answer. Does not know, but presumes some time in April. Witness parted from him between the 


Question by Mr. Cambreleng. Do you know that Mr. Cook did not receive anything more than the 


Question. Have you any reason to believe that while General Vives was in this country he learned 


Answer. Witness saw him while he was here; had no personal acquaintance with him; was, perhaps, 


Question by Mr. Sergeant. Do you recollect whether Mr. Cook had formerly been employed abroad by 


Question by Mr. Cambreleng. Was Mr. Cook able to go out when he was here and attend to business? 
Answer. Not much, but rode out occasionally to the public offices. Before he left Philadelphia was 


Question. Have you any knowledge whether Mr. Cook received an appointment from the Government 


Answer. Witness has no knowledge, but has understood so, during this session of Congress, from the 
Postmaster General or Mr. Clay in some casual conversation. Does not certainly remember to have 
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Question. What was the state of Mr. Cook’s health at the close of the session? 

Answer. It was delicate. 

Question. Did you think him fit to attend to business at that time? 

Answer. It will depend on the nature of the business. Did not think him capable of attending 
to laborious business. 

Question. Do you know whether Mr. Cook was an applicant for the appointment of minister to Colombia? 

Answer. He was. Mr. Cook having expressed his desire to procure that appointment in conversation, 
asked witness’ opinion of his fitness for the office, and prospect of gett ing it. Does not know that he ever 
applied to the President, but has no doubt he did, (from his conversation, ) either by himself or friends, 

Question. Did you ever hear, from any person connected with the Government, the reason why he 
did not receive that appointment ? 

Answer. Never did. 

Question. Do you know whether Mr. Cook spoke the Spanish language ? 

Answer. Thinks he did not; if he did, witness has no knowledge of it. 

Question by Mr. Cambreleng. Do you recollect that Mr. Cook was unable to attend in Congress at the 
close of the session ? 

Answer. He was unable to attend, although he had a bill of interest before the House. Some time 
before he had been diligent in his attendance as chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Question. Do you know anything about the sum of money he was to receive ? 

Answer. Does not. 

Question by Mr. Everett. Did you understand what was the nature of the duties to be discharged 
by Mr. Cook in Cuba. 

Answer. Witness did not, but has the impression that when he understood from Mr. Clay or the Post- 
master General that he had had such an appointment, he was told that he had done all that was expected. 


Mr. John McLean, Postmaster General, appeared, was sworn, and the following is his testimony: 

Question. Have you any information touching an appointment which the late D. P. Cook received 
last spring ? 

Answer. Witness understood from Mr. Cook that he was appointed as a secret agent to Cuba. He 
was sick some weeks at witness’ house, and the subject was mentioned rather confidentially to witness, 
but without any injunction of secrecy. Does not know that he has ever mentioned it to any one, but may 
have done so to Judge Letcher, and possibly to some other person, but cannot recollect with certainty. 

Remark by the Chairman. The committee are not acting under any information that they have any 
reason to think was derived from witness. 

Question. Did you understand from Mr. Cook the amount of compensation he was to receive ? 

Answer. Something was said by Mr. Cook on the subject. The sum of $5,000 per annum was named, 
but witness does not recollect to have heard that any sum was fixed, and this sum may have been men- 
tioned before the appointment was made or the sum fixed. 

Question. Was not Mr. Cook confined by illness at the time at your house ? 

Answer. He was some weeks sick at witness’ house, being there by invitation, in order that he might 
have more comforts than he could otherwise have. Witness thought him near dying. 

Question. Did you, at that time, think that he was able to attend to any business ? 

Answer. Witness thought, by change of climate, he would be able to attend to business. He 
recovered so much as to be able to travel to New York with considerable comfort; and witness thought, 
at the time he left his house, that he would be able to attend to the business confided to him. 

Question. Was Mr. Cook acquainted with the Spanish language ? 

Answer. Witness does not know that he was. 

Question. What was the nature of his disease ? 

Answer. Pulmonary; but it was thought by his physician that he might live some months, or perhaps 
some years. 

Questions by Mr. Rives. Do you know how much money he received before he 'eft the country or after 
his return? 

Answer. Witness does not know. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of any application made by Mr. Cook for the place of minister to 
Colombia ? 

Answer. His name was before the President. 

Question. Did you ever learn that this secret mission was an alternative for the mission to Colombia? 

Answer. Witness understood that it was not thought expedient to send a minister to Colombia, and 
that Mr. Cook accepted of this mission. Witness does not know that it was an alternative. _ 

Question by Mr. Wickliffe. Was not his application to be minister or Chargé d’Affaires to Colombia ? 

Answer. Witness thinks it was to be minister. Mr. Cook wrote a letter to witness on the subject of 
the appointment; witness having a high opinion of his capacity, integrity, and fitness for the office, sent 
the letter to the President, but had no conversation with the President or Mr. Clay on the subject; that 
was the application. 

Question by Mr. Rives, Did you understand that, on the return of Mr. Cook to the country, he had 
performed all the services expected from him ? 

Answer. Has no distinct impression on that head. 

Questions by Mr. Cambreleng. Wad you any knowledge of the way in which he performed the duties 
of his appointment ? 

Answer, Not any. Witness understood his health became worse on his return. 

Question. Did you ever tell any one that he had performed the duties expected of him? 

Answer. Witness has no distinct recollection of doing so; if he has told any one so, it has escaped 
his recollection; presumes he could not have said so, as he had no particular information on the subject. 

Question by Mr. Everett. Had you any understanding as to the general nature of the duties to be per- 
formed by Mr. Cook ? . 

Answer. Witness had not; did not see his instructions, nor did Mr. Cook go into any detail in con- 
versation. 

(Questions by Mr. Cambreleng. Do you suppose that Mr. Cook disguised anything from you, or were . 
the conversations frank ? 

Answer. They were frank. Mr. Cook said he expected special instructions; that he had some con- 
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versations with the President or Secretary of State, and found the business to be confided to him of more 
importance than he had expected, but did not go into detail, nor did witness think it proper to inquire 
more particularly. 

Question. Do you know whether his duties were of a diplomatic character ? 

Answer. Does not. His impression was, that the agency was of a secret nature, but could not state 
positively. 

Question by Mr. Everett. What is your recollection as to the sum of $5,000 mentioned by Mr. Cook? 

Answer. It is very indistinct. It may have referred to a probable sum to be fixed. 

Question by Chairman. Did you or did you not hear Mr. Cook or some of his friends make a compara- 
tive estimate of the value of this mission and of that to Colombia, as an inducement to accept the 
appointment ? 

Answer. Witness may have conversed with Mr. Cook on this point, and may have stated that if a 
fixed sum of $5,000 were given, as less expense would be incurred, it would be as good, in a pecuniary 
point of view, as the mission to Colombia. 

Question by Mr. Everett. Do you remember to have heard that if Mr. Cook had not received this 
appointment it would have been necessary to send some other person ? 

Answer. Witness may have heard something like this from Mr. Cook, but does not recollect it. 

The committee adjourned to meet again on 


Wepnespay, April 30, 1828. 


Committee met at ten o’clock. Present: The Chairman, Mr. Wickliffe, Mr. Sergeant, Mr. Cambreleng 
and Mr. Everett. 

Mr. Sergeant requested that it might be entered on the journal of the committee that his absence 
from the meetings of the committee had been occasioned by indisposition, which had confined him to his 
room. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Way and Weightman be summoned as witnesses to attend the committee, 
and that Messrs. Gales and Seaton be invited to give such explanations relative to the printing of the 
House as may be required. 

The chairman submitted a letter from Mr. Letcher, explaining his testimony before the committee at 
the last meeting, which is as follows: 


Hovsr or Representatives, Monday morning, April, 25, 1828. 


Sir: In answer to an inquiry propounded to me by one of the Committee on Retrenchment, Saturday 
evening last, whether I was here at the close of the last session of Congress, I replied I was not, that I 
left the city a few days before the termination of the session. Such was my unqualified opinion at the 
moment. I find, however, upon reflection, I labored under a misapprehension, and that I remained here 
until the close of the session. Although the mistake might not be very material in reference to the subject- 
matter about which I was examined, yet, as I am desirous of being accurate, I must ask the favor of the 
committee to allow me to correct my statement in the aforesaid particular. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. P. LETCHER. 

Hon. J. Haminron, Chairman, &c. 


The committee adjourned to meet again at 12 o’clock. 

The committee met pursuant to adjournment: 

When Mr. Andrew Way appeared, was sworn, and testified as follows: 

(Juestion. 1. What is the difference between the number of ems contained in a page of the size of 
the edition of the laws of 1815, and in a page of the size of the documents as printed by Gales and Seaton? 

Answer. About one hundred and fifty-five; making from one-third to one-half a page in eight of 
continuous printing. In printing a work like the journal, containing numerous breaks, the difference in 
the number of ems in the width would produce little or no saving. The difference in the number of lines 
on the page of the journal, and that of the laws, might amount to a third of a page in eight. The charge 
of printers for seven full pages, and a part of the eighth or a blank page, would be the same as for eight 
full pages. 

Question. 2. In consequence of the difference between the two sizes of the pages, might not the 
printer, in printing a document that might be compressed into four pages of the large size, occasionally 
extend it to a fifth page, and thus lead to an extra charge for the fifth page and the sixth blank page ? 

Answer. He would not go over the fourth page for a few lines, but if it were necessary to go over the 
fourth page, would charge for half a sheet. 

3. Question by Mr. Lverett. On what proportion of the printing done for the House would the loss 
arising from the different size of pages accrue? 

Answer. It would be impossible to say exactly, without carefully examining the whole. It would 
accrue on a small part only of the printing. It would accrue on large continuous documents only, and not 
at all on table work, nor on documents containing from four to sixteen pages each. 

4. Question by Mr. Everett. Would not the printer, for his own convenience and interest, crowd a small 
excess over a signature into the signature, rather than subjoin an additional leaf? 

Answer. He would, because he would suffer more in filling up the blank page and in the extra stitching 
than he would gain by the extra charge. It would be considered discreditable to throw a few extra lines 
on a ninth page and charge accordingly. 

5. Question by Mr. Seaton. From your knowledge of the manner in which the public printing has been 
done by the present printers, and by any others, do you not think that it has been done very much better, 
in respect to economy and despatch, by the present printers, than by any others ? 

Answer. Witness thinks it has decidedly; has been astonished at the expedition with which the printing 
has been done by the present printers; thinks it was never so well done before; has been as neatly executed, 
but never with so much expedition. 

6. Question by Mr. Wickliffe. What is the loss sustained in Senate document No. 102, of the Ist session 
19th Congress, making 840 pages, in consequence of the size of the pages ? 

Answer. About fifty pages in consequence of the reduced length of page. Very little effect in that 
document would be produced by the difference in width; but it is impossible to speak accurately. 
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1. Question by Mr. Everett. What would be the loss on House document No. 112, Ist session 19th 
Congress, which is rule work ? 

Answer. There would be no loss. 

8. Question by Mr. Everett. Are there not many more documents of the same kind as the last named 
document than the former ? 

Answer. There are. There are a few documents where the loss would accrue. Does not know 
certainly what proportion of long documents are now published. In former years there were very few. 

9. Question by Mr. Everett. What is your opinion of the difference in respect to economy of the mode 
in which such statistical tables as document No. 133, 2d session 15th Congress, printed by De Krafft, and 
document No. 120, 2d session 19th Congress, are printed ? 

Answer. The difference is very great. The expense of the former mode would be four times that of 
the present, at the same rate per page. 

10. Question by Mr. Wickliffe. Was not the former document printed by contract, and before the 
resolution of 1819? 

Answer. It was. 

11. Question by Mr. Everett. What was the nature of the contract under which the printing was 
formerly done? 

Answer. Thinks it was so much per sheet or half sleet. 

12. Question by Mr. Everett. Might not document No. 120, making 283 pages of rule and figure work, 
2d session 19th Congress, under the resolution of 1819, have been printed in the same form as No. 133, 
2d session 15th Congress ? 

Answer. According to witness’ understanding of the rule it might. 

13. Question by Mr. Everett. About how many more pages would document No. 120, 2d session 19th 
Congress, make if printed in the manner just described ? 

Answer, Witness thinks it would make five or six times as many pages; cannot speak with certainty. 

14. Question by Mr. Wickliffe. Is it the practice of printers, in rule and table work, to charge the 
same price for the blank pages as for the printed ? 

Answer. It is. The compositor would charge it to the printer, and consequently the printer would 
charge it. If the document consisted only of one page, two would not be charged; but in a continuous 
work, one blank page would not be excepted. 

The committee adjourned to meet again to-morrow at 12 o’clock. 


Tuurspay, May 1, 1828. 


Committee met. Present: The Chairman, Mr. Sergeant, Mr. Wickliffe, and Mr. Everett. 

Mr. Cutts was again called—testified as follows: 

Question by Mr. Wickliffe. What was the amount of compensation per diem of Thomas L. McKenney, 
clerk in the War Office, for his tour to Green Bay the last summer ? 

Answer. Mileage eight dollars per twenty miles, and compensation eight dollars per day while in the 
discharge of his duties attending the negotiation of the treaties with the Indian tribes ? 

Question by Mr. Wickliffe. By whom was that compensation paid ? 

Answer. By Mr. Forsyth, amounting, so far as witness recollects, to $1,880. 

Question by Mr. Wickliffe. What amount of money was advanced Colonel McKenney from the Treasury 
last year, on or before his departure from Washington, for the expenses of his tour from Green Bay to the 
south ? 

Answer. $1,750. 

Question by Mr. Wickliffe. What amount, in addition to the $1,750, did he claim on his return for his 
expenses after he left Green Bay ? 

Answer. $2,782. In making this charge he credited the United States with $1,438, being the amount 
of certain sums advanced to him by Governor Cass, P. B. Key, P. Lindsley, and J. Crowell; reducing the 
balance claimed by him on his return to $1,344. 

Question by Mr. Wickliffe. Are the sums just named all that he received from Indian agents and 
others on his tour? 

Answer. He received $1,880, mentioned in the answer to former question; $660 of which was for 
mileage from Green Bay to Washington, which sum was disallowed at the Treasury and debited in his 
account in consequence of his not having returned directly from Green Bay to Washington, and having 
charged his travelling expenses on another route. 

Question by Mr. Wickliffe. Is paper marked No. 17, in the file presented by witness, a correct copy of 
a letter of the 28th of January, 1828, from Colonel McKenney to the Secretary of War, explaining his 
accounts ? 

Answer. It is. After the letter of witness of the 28th of January, which is appended to that of 
Colonel McKenney of the same date, witness received another letter from Colonel McKenney of the 26th; 
in consequence of which, witness withdrew his own letter of the 28th, and required Colonel McKenney to 
furnish Mr. Schoolcraft and Forsyth’s accounts. 

Question by Mr. Wickliffe. Is not the paper No. 2 a requisition from the Secretary of War for the 
balance of Colonel McKenney’s account as claimed by him, sent directly to witness as Comptroller, without 
being first passed upon by the Second Auditor, in the usual manner, according to law ? 

Answer. It was. 

Question by Mr. Wickliffe. Why was not this account settled in the usual manner? 

Answer. Because it was not made out in the usual form, nor with sufficient vouchers. 

Question by Mr. Everett. Do you know what reasons induced the Secretary of War to grant the 
requisition under these circumstances ? 

Answer. Does not know. 

Question by Mr. Wickliffe. Do you know of any account presented by Colonel McKenney for the 
expenses of an entertainment given at Green Bay? 

Answer. Witness does not know anything of such an account. If it had been presented for an enter- 
tainment given on Colonel McKenney’s late tour, witness would have known it. 

Question by Mr. Wickliffe. How long was Colonel McKenney absent on his tour? 
Answer. Witness thinks he went in May and returned in November. 
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Question by Mr. Everett. Was the compensation allowed to Colonel McKenney on the tour to Green 
Bay that which is usually paid for similar services? 

Answer. It was. But the allowance for his subsequent tour to the southern tribes being a gross 
sum, witness does not know whether it is the same usually paid for similar services. 

Question by Mr. Everett. In what way are accounts of this nature usually settled ? 

Answer. They are first passed upon by the Auditor, who reports to the Second Comptroller, by whom 
they are revised, and the balance due certified to the head of the Department in which the expenditure 
was incurred. On this report or certificate of the Second Comptroller a requisition of the head of the 

‘Department issues to the Secretary of the Treasury. 
The following are the documents referred to in Mr. Cutts’ testimony: 


No. 17. 


Treasury Department, Second Comptroller's Office, January 28, 1828. 


Sir: It is the opinion of the President that inasmuch as Governor Cass’ accounts and those 
connected with them are not in the office to enable you to make out a statement of your accounts, as 
required in my letter of the 26th instant, the two former will be dispensed with. 

That, in presenting your account for expenses, services, and presents to Indians from Green Bay, &c., 
you must designate the amount due under each head, with a particular statement of the amount given to 
Indians. 

Respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, RICHARD CUTTS. 


Toomas L. McKenney, Esq. 


January 28, 1828. 


Sir: I have received the enclosed note from Mr. Cutts. I am not able, sir, to decide how much I paid 
under the several branches as enumerated in my account. I will not pretend to be particular even as to 
the estimate which follows; it is but an estimate, and one, too, without data. 

I travelled 4,000 miles at least after leaving Green Bay, and in the execution of your instructions, 
which are wholly separate from all others in which I was connected with Governor Cass, and have no 
more to do with his accounts than with your own private funds. I had for about one thousand miles 
of the way, besides a delay owing to the rain of weeks, independent of the time I was travelling or 
voyaging, eleven persons to support, and eight of these to pay; and on entering on the fourth Chickasaw 
Bluff I had to procure two horses, a light wagon, (for which I claim the hire, they having been bought on 
my own account and sold afterwards on my own account,) and I had to hire guides, Indians and half- 
breeds, and interpreters, and all these to feed and pay; and then come home from the Creek agency, with 
a servant and baggage, in the mail stage, a servant having accompanied me the whole way. 

I estimate the cost, under these heads, from Green Bay, at one thousand dollars; I have allowed me 
thirteen hundred and forty-four dollars, rather $1,244; the $100 being added to repay me for so much paid 
on account of my expenses, since I returned, for my services. These two deducted from $4,532, the total 
account, would leave $2,188 to have been given away as presents among three nations of Indians, besides 
fragments of four others. So the item will stand thus: 





| EEE CECE CUT CETTE OTT TTC T CT TEC CTCL TT URE TCTUE TERT CLC Ce $1,000 
ee os AEWA AK Seed SERA Oke E ON SA ENA SNE O50 eds ee Rew OC REE RS 1,344 
CET COUT TTT TET T eRe eT TTT CTC TTT TT ETE PTTP TLE T TTT TTT ETE CL 2,188 

sO a a A ali ekd Sade eRe OKs Re Wee 4,532 


As rendered, and now with the Second Comptroller. 
THOMAS L. McKENNEY. 


The Secretary oF War. 


No. 2. 
No. 1100.} War DerpartMENt. 


Sir: Please cause a warrant for thirteen hundred and forty-four dollars — cents to be issued in 
favor of General John Tipton, per order, for which sum Thomas L. McKenney is to be held accountable; 
to be charged to undermentioned appropriations. 

Given under my hand, this ninth day of January, 1828. 

JAMES BARBOUR, 
$1,344. Secretary of War. 


The Secretary OF THE TREASURY. 








Countersigned, . 
Second Comptroller. 
Registered, , Auditor. 
Appropriations. 
Comtiagencion of Indian Depertinent... 0... 2... cnescccrcsvercsseesscccseccnes OS sbseenens $1,344 


The chairman submitted the following letter for the adoption of the committee: 


CoMMITTEE-ROOM OF THE SELEcT CommiTreE ON ReTRENCHMENT, May 1, 1828. 

Sir: It having been ascertained, in the course of our examination, that the late Daniel P. Cook, late 
Representative in Congress from the State of Illinois, received a sum of money from the Government 
during the spring or summer of the last year, for certain services, supposed to have been either foreign 
or diplomatic, I addressed a note to Joseph Nourse, Esquire, Register of the Treasury, of which the 
following is a copy: 


“Sm: With a view of elucidating a subject of inquiry now before the Select Committee on Retrench- 
ment, I am desirous of knowing whether it appears on any of the books of your office that a sum of money 
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was paid to the late Daniel P. Cook, formerly representing the State of Illinois in Congress, since the 4th 
of March, 1827, and if any, to what amount, and for what service stated to have been rendered. 
“J. HAMILTON, Chairman. 


“ Josern Nourse, Esq., Register of the Treasury.” 
In reply to which, Mr. Nourse has enclosed me the following certificate: 


“Treasury Department, Register’s Office, April 30, 1828. 


“T do hereby certify that, from an examination of the books of this office, it does not appear that any. 
money has been paid Daniel P. Cook, formerly representing the State of Illinois in Congress, from the 4th 


of March, 1827. 
“JOSEPH NOURSE, Register.” 


As in the account of the various expenditures of your Department transmitted from the Treasury 
no such item appears, I am instructed by the committee to request you to inform us where we are to look 
for the auditing of the sum said to have been received by Mr. Cook; and, if not audited in the usual course, 
what was its amount. 

As the committee are very desirous of bringing their labors forthwith to a close, your early reply 
will be esteemed a favor. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
J. HAMILTON, Chairman. 

Hon. Henry Cray, Secretary of State. 


Mr. Everett then moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the following be added as a postscript to the aforesaid letter: 

“T am further directed by the committee to request you to state to the committee, confidentially or 
otherwise, if the public service will now permit, what was the nature and necessity of the services on 
which Mr. Cook was employed in the island of Cuba.” 

And on the question that the foregoing be adopted as a postscript to the letter, it was decided in the 
negative—Mr. Everett and Mr. Sergeant voting in the affirmative, and Mr. Chairman, Mr. Wickliffe, and 
Mr. Cambreleng in the negative. 


Mr. George M. Grouard appeared, was sworn, and testified to the following: 

Questions by Mr. Everett. Ave you the foreman in the printing office of Messrs. Gales & Seaton ? 

Answer, I am. 

Question. How long have you been in their service in that capacity ? 

Answer. Since 1815. 

Question. Will you state to the committee what teok place when Messrs. Gales & Seaton were elected 
printers of Congress, in reference to directions given by the Clerk of the House and Secretary of the 
Senate, as to the mode in which the printing was to be done ? 

Answer. Witness was directed by Messrs. Gales & Seaton to make all the arrangements for the 
printing. Witness sent sheets of the printed documents to Mr. Cutts, then Secretary of the Senate, and 
to Mr. Dougherty, Clerk of the House, as specimens, informing them that the page was a little smaller 
than that of the Laws, but that the convenience of binding would be greatly promoted, and that, from the 
shortness of the greater part of the documents, no loss to the public would accrue. Mr. Cutts approved 
the size of the page, as submitted by witness, and directed the printing so to be done. Witness also 
understood from Mr. Gales or Mr. Seaton (le does not recollect which) that Mr. Dougherty approved the 
size of the page as proposed by witness. 

Question. On what proportion of the documents printed would any loss accrue in consequence of the 
small size of the page ? 

Answer. On much the greatest part of the documents no loss would accrue. It would only accrue 
on the documents over 50 pages. 

Question. Is the size of the page of the Laws uniform ? 

Answer. It is not; it varies considerably. Fifty pages might be pointed out in a volume of the Laws 
smaller than those of the documents as printed by Gales & Seaton. 

Question. Were the reasons stated by you in answer to the second question the sole reason which 
induced the adoption by you of a smaller page ? 

Answer. They were. 

Question. Has the reduced size of the page ever been objected to by any Committee of Accounts of 
the House of Representatives or Senate ? 

Answer. It has not, nor by anybody else, as far as witness knows. 

Question. Is it within your knowledge that on the committee by whom the resolution of 1819 was 
reported there were one or more gentlemen who were printers by profession ? 

Answer, Witness has understood that Mr. Wilson of the Senate, and Mr. Rogers of the House of 
Representatives, were printers, and were on that committee. 

Question. Have you no knowledge of any complaint made by those gentlemen, or any other member 
of Congress, of the reduced size of the page ? 

Answer. Has not. 

Question. Would it be considered dishonorable, under the circumstances in which Messrs. Gales & 
Seaton were chosen printers, had they reduced the size of the page for the sake of the emolument that 
would accrue to them? 

Answer. It would have been dishonorable; it was no object to the office. 

Question by the Chairman. Does not the profit of Messrs. Gales & Seaton depend on the number of 
pages printed by them ? 

Answer. It certainly does in general; but a few lines of extra printing could be no object in a 
business of such extent. 

Question by Mr. Wickliffe. Are the pages in small pica type, close print of the documents as printed 
by Gales & Seaton, smaller than the pages of the Laws? 

Answer. They are smaller than some pages, but not smaller than all. They are less in general; but 
the pages of the Laws are not of a kind to furnish a uniform standard. 
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Question by Mr. Wickliffe. What is the difference between the number of ems in the page of the Laws 
and of the documents ? 

Answer. One hundred and forty-two. 

Question by Mr. Everett. Where it is stated in the resolution of 1819 that the page of the documents 
was to be of the same size as the page of the Laws, would that be understood, in a strict technical sense, 
as referring to the number of ems, or to the general size of the page, as duodecimo, octavo, roya 
octavo, &c.? 

Answer. It would be understood in the latter sense. Witness certainly understood that it required 
only a royal octavo page of good proportions. 

Question by Mr. Wickliffe. Ave not, on a general comparison, the pages of the documents as printed 
by Gales & Seaton shorter than those of the Laws ? 

Answer. They are generally shorter. ' 

Question by Mr. Wickliffe. What would be the difference in expense in printing 6,000 copies of the 
report of the Select Committee on the Georgia Affairs, containing 846 pages of the reduced size ? 

Answer. It would be about 50 pages, and would amount to $500. 

Question. What is the whole amount of the expense of printing the aforesaid document ? 
Answer. About $8,000. 

Question. What would be the cost of the document No. 158 of the present session ? 
Answer. About $2,290. 

Question by Mr. Sergeant. Did Messrs. Gales & Seaton have anything to do with fixing the size of 

the page ? 

gp tl They had nothing to do with it. They did not interfere in it. The printing was witness’ 
own business, who always supposed it was under the direction of the Clerk of the House and Secretary of 
the Senate. 

Question by Mr. Sergeant. In fixing the size of the page as you did, had you any view to increase the 
gain of the printers, or solely to carry into effect the resolution ? 

Answer. The gain was not thought of. 

Question by the Chairman. Were Messrs. Gales & Seaton aware of the alteration in the size of the 

age? 

shi Answer. Witness stated it to Mr. Gales at the time, but did not consult him; does not think it can be 
called an alteration. 

Question by Mr. Sergeant. Was it after you had sent the specimens to the Clerk of the House and 
Secretary of the Senate that you spoke to Mr. Gales ? 

Answer. Thinks it was after. 

Question by Mr. Everett. Did you understand the Clerk of the House and the Secretary of the Senate 
distinctly to authorize the size of the page as exhibited in the specimens sent by you? 

Answer. Witness did so understand it. Mr. Cutts, Secretary of the Senate, told me so personally. 
Mr. Dougherty witness did not see, but sent him the specimens with a letter, and understood he approved 
them. 

Question by the Chairman. Have you ever read the resolution directing the mode in which the printing 
should be executed ? 

Answer. Witness has read it. 

Question by the Chairman. Do you conceive that the Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of the 
House could repeal the resolution ? 

Answer. Does not conceive they could. 

Question by Mr. Everett. Did you not conceive the page of the documents, as arranged by you, to be 
conformable to the spirit of the resolution ? 

Answer. Witness did so consider it. 





Mr. George Clark Smoot appeared and was sworn: 

Questions by Mr. Wickliffe. You are a printer, and at this time foreman of the printer to the Senate. 

Answer. I am. 

Question. What is the difference of the size of the page in the Report of the Select Committee on the 
Georgia Affairs and of that of the Laws of the United States? 

Answer. The page of the Laws contains 1,732 ems, the page of the document 1,508; difference 224. 

Question. What is the excess paid for 600 copies of the said document as printed, over what it would 
have cost if printed on a page of the size of the Laws? 

Answers The excess would be 132 pages, and the excess in price $1,023. 

Question. What would be the loss to the United States, in the printing generally, in consequence of 
the smaller size of the page? 

Answer. In documents making a closely printed volume of plain matter of any size the difference 
would be great. In small documents it would be less. In some small documents it would be very great, 
in consequence of the excess of the matter over the half sheet. 

Question. Were you a long time in the office of Gales & Seaton? 

Answer. I was; employed in the public printing. 

Question. What difference does the reduced size of the page make in some descriptions of cap tables? 

Answer. It increases the price two-thirds. A page of brevier rule and figure work costs $3 50, while 
a cap table costs three times that sum; and on a large page the same matter might be reduced to one 
page, which, on the small page, would be thrown into a cap table. 

Question. Is the printing done for the Senate at the present session done on a page of the same size 
as that done for the House by Gaies & Seaton ? 

Answer. It is; when the present printer of the Senate was chosen, Mr. Lowrie sent a document to him, 
directing to take it as the standard. Orders have been given to alter it at the close of the session. 


Mr. Meehan appeared and was sworn: 
Questions by Mr. Wickliffe. Are you a printer by profession? 
Answer. Witness is a printer by profession, and now a proof-reader. 
Question. What is the difference in the size of the page of the Laws of the United States and the 
Report of the Select Committee on the Georgia Affairs? 
Answer, The page of the document is 2244 ems less than that of the page of the Laws. 
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Question. What number of pages would the same document be reduced if printed on a page of the 


same size of the Laws? 
Answer. About 106 pages less, or about one-eighth. 
Question. When the size of a page 1s spoken of, do you always understand precisely the number of 


ems which it contains, or only whether it be duodecimo, octavo, royal octavo, &c.? 
Answer. Witness always understands the number of ems which it contains. 


Mr. S. A. Elliot appeared and was sworn: 

Question by Mr. Wickliffe. Are you acquainted with the printing business? 

Answer. Witness is a book printer by profession. 

Question. What is the difference of the size of the page of the Report of the Select Committee on the 
Georgia Affairs and the page of the Laws of the United States? 

Answer. The document contains 1,538 ems to a page; the page of the Laws contains 1,705. Difference, 
168 ems in a page—about 92 pages in the whole document of 848 pages. 

On motion of Mr. Wickliffe, 
Ordered, That asummons issue to William Stewart and William Peters, clerks in the Second Auditor's 


office. 
The committee adjourned to meet to-morrow at 12 o’clock. 





Fripay, May 2, 1828. 


Committee met agreeably to adjournment. Present: The Chairman, Mr. Rives, Mr. Sergeant, Mr. 
Wickliffe, and Mr. Everett. 

The chairman submitted to the committee the following letter, received from the Secretary of State, 
in answer to the letter of the chairman yesterday: 


DepaRTMENT OF State, Washington, May 1, 1828. 


Sir: I have received your letter under date this day, stating that “it having been ascertained that 
the late Daniel P. Cook, late a Representative in Congress from the State of Illinois, received a sum of 
money from the Government during the spring or summer of the last year for certain services supposed 
to have been either foreign or diplomatic, you are instructed by the Committee on Retrenchment to request 
me to inform you where they are to look for the auditing of the sum said to have been received by Mr. 
Cook, and, if not audited in the usual course, what was its amount.” 

Without admitting or denying the correctness of the information which the committee are stated to 
have received, I have the honor to observe that I am not aware of the disbursement of any money through 
the agency of this Department the account of which has not been, or in a regular course of settlement is 
not to be, audited in the usual way at the Treasury, or passed upon a certificate of the President, in 
conformity with the provisions of the 3d section of the act of May 1, 1810, entitled “ An act fixing the 
compensation of public ministers and consuls residing on the coast of Barbary, and for other purposes.” 
I cannot presume that it was the intention of the committee to inquire into any disbursement which may 
have been made agreeably to that section, and all others are accessible to them in like manner with other 
expenditures. I have, however, the authority of the President for saying, that I will make to the com- 
mittee a confidential communication in relation to the expenditure to which they are supposed to allude, if 
they will signify their desire for such a communication. In that case I should be glad to learn their 
pleasure as soon as convenient, as I purpose leaving the city on the 4th instant a few days on account of 
the state of my health. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, H. CLAY. 

James Hamitron, Jr., Esq., &c., éc., &e. 


Mr. Wickliffe moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the chairman inform the Secretary of State that, from the views the committee enter- 
tain of their duties as well as their powers, they do not feel themselves at liberty “to signify a desire for 
a confidential communication from the Executive ” on the subject referred to in the letter of the Secretary 
of State of the Ist instant. 

To which Mr. Everett moved the following amendment: 

Strike out all after the word “that,” and insert the following: 

“The Secretary of State be requested to inform this committee, confidentially, (the said information 
to be communicated to the House confidentially, if the committee shall think expedient, ) whether the late 
D. P. Cook was employed in the foreign service of the country during the last year; what amount of 
compensation was paid him; and what was the nature of the services performed by him.” 

And on the question to strike out and insert, it was decided in the negative. 

Messrs. Sergeant and Everett voting in the affirmative. 

Messrs. Hamilton, (chairman,) Rives, and Wickliffe, in the negative. 

The question then recurred on the resolution of Mr. Wickliffe, and was decided in the affirmative. 

Yeras—Mr. Chairman, Mr. Rives, and Mr. Wickliffe. 

Nays—Mr. Sergeant and Mr. Everett. 

The following resolution was moved by Mr. Wickliffe, and adopted without a division: 

Resolved, That the chairman return the Secretary of War the paper yesterday presented to the com- 
mittee by Richard Cutts, Esq., as stated by him, at his (the Secretary’s) request; and as the account of 
Governor McMinn, of which it purports to be a part, is not before the committee, that the chairman 
inquire what is his (the Secretary’s) object in presenting it to the committee. 

The chairman submitted to the committee the following letter from Mr. Smoot: 


OrFIcE OF PRINTER TO THE SENATE, May 2, 1828. 


Dear Sir: When I made the calculation of the Georgia correspondence, yesterday, before the com- 
mittee of which you are chairman, I omitted to make any allowance for lines in the page which could not 
be varied by the size; after I left the committee I recollected the omission, and through the politeness of 
Mr. Wickliffe, who has been kind enough to loan me the volume, I have been enabled to correct that 
calculation. 

I have made an allowance for lead lines, blank lines, &c., which would not vary the result in any 
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measure 24 ems per page, which leaves the difference between the correct and the present size 200 ems; 
200 ems in 848 pages make 111 pages; the composition on these would amount to $111; press work and 
paper on the same, at 87} cents, $97 12; making the difference on the whole volume, for 600 copies, 
$208 12; making the total difference, in 6,000 copies, $968. 

The above calculation I think correct; and if the volume were to be reprinted in the correct measure, 
I am firmly of the opinion that the cost of the same would not differ from my calculation ten dollars. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE C. SMOOT. 
Hon. Mr? Hamiron, Chairman, éc. 


The chairman submitted the following letter from Messrs. Gales & Seaton, which was laid on the table: 
Wasuinctow, May 2, 1828. 

Sir: Since it has been discovered, as we are given to understand by the nature of questions put to 
witnesses before you, that the page of the documents as printed by us is smaller than that which a rigid 
construction of the law calls for, although the very fact is new to us, and still more surprising the 
discovery of the profit from it, we wish to be allowed to show, by disinterested testimony, that we have 
refrained from making such profit as we might have legally made from our public employment to an 
amount far exceeding any possible loss that the public has sustained in the other way. The proceeding 
in the committee having been in the nature of an inques* into our official conduct, we claim, as a matter 
of courtesy, not to say of right, that the committee will select any number (say five) of respectable 
printers to make an accurate examination and statement upon that particular point, which we trust will 
result in showing that, on the whole view of the case, thousands of dollars have been gained to the United 
States by the manner in which we have done the printing, as distinguished from that in which we might 
have done it, had the paltry consideration of desiring to squeeze out of the United States as much profit 
as we could influenced us. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
GALES & SEATON. 

Hon. James Hamitron, Jr., Chairman of the Committee on Retrenchment. 


Mr. William Stewart appeared and was sworn: 

Is a clerk in the Second Auditor’s office. 

Question by Mr. Wickliffe. In what business was Mr. William Thompson employed last summer in 
the Indian Bureau? 

Answer. He was employed by the day, without any particular services being specified. 

Question. During what months was he in the office ? 

Answer. Cannot say exactly, but the report from the office will show; thinks two hundred and odd 
days, but is not certain. 

Question. How many clerks are there in the Indian Department, including Mr. McKenney? 

Answer. There are four. 

Question. Do you know anything of an account having been presented in the Indian Department, 
during the last year or the year before, for an entertainment at Green Bay, Mackinaw, or Fond du Lac? 

Answer. Does not know anything about it, of his own knowledge, but has understood there was 
such an account from Mr. Peters. 


Mr. William Peters appeared and was sworn: 

Is a clerk in the Second Auditor’s office. 

Question by Mr. Wickliffe. Have you any knowledge of an item of about $5,000 for an entertainment 
at Fond du Lac, Mackinaw, or Green Bay, in an account presented at the Indian Department? 

Answer. There was an account for the expense of a former treaty, at which General Tipton, George 
Ray, and Governor Cass were Commissioners, which was suspended for want of vouchers. Witness 
gives this answer, because he understood the question to refer to this matter; knows nothing of the 
matter referred to in the question as he now understands it. 

Question. Was the account recommended for payment by the head of the Indian Department ? 

Answer. It was not. The head of the Department recommends only in the case of contingent 
expenditures. There was a specific appropriation of $15,000 for the treaty in this case, out of which fund 
this account would be paid if allowed. 

Question. What were the nature and objects of the expenditure referred to? 

Answer. The ordinary expense of holding a treaty with the Indians, excepting the rations daily 
issued to the Indians, according to an explanation given to witness by Governor Cass. 

The committee adjourned to meet to-morrow at 12 o’clock. 


Saturpay, May 3, 1828. 


Committee met. Present: The Chairman, Mr. Sergeant, Mr. Wickliffe, Mr. Cambreleng, and Mr. 
Everett. 
The chairman submitted the following copy of a letter addressed by him to the Secretary of State: 


CoMMITTEE-ROOM OF THE SELEcT ComMITTEE ON ReTRENCHMENT, May 2, 1828. 


‘Sir: The Select Committee on Retrenchment have taken into respectful consideration that part of 
your communication of yesterday in which you say that you “have the authority of the President for 
saying that you will make to the committee a confidential communication in relation to the expenditure 
to which they are supposed to allude if they will signify their desire for such a communication,” and 
have instructed me to transmit you the subjoined copy of a resolution adopted by the committee this day. 

Resolved, That the chairman inform the Secretary of State that, from the views the committee 
entertain of their duties as well as powers, they do not feel themselves at liberty to signify a desire for 
a confidential communication from the Executive on the subject referred to in the letter of the Secretary 
of State to the chairman of this committee dated the 1st instant. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. HAMILTON, Jr. 
Hon. Henry Cuay, Secretary of State. 
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Mr. Everett submitted the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to inform this committee, confidentially or other- 


wise, if the public service will now permit, (the said information to be communicated confidentially to 
the House, if the committee shall deem it expedient, ) what portion of the secret service money paid since 
the 4th March, 1825, was paid for services directed to be performed under the administration of James 
Monroe, late President of the United States. iis: 

And on the question whether the committee will adopt this resolution it was decided in the negative: 

Yras—Mr. Sergeant, Mr. Everett. 

Nays—Mr. Chairman, Mr. Wickliffe, and Mr. Cambreleng. 

The following letter from Messrs. Gales & Seaton was read, and a motion was made by Mr. Cambre- 
leng that it be postponed till Monday, and determined in the affirmative. 

Yeas—Mr. Chairman, Mr. Cambreleng, Mr. Wickliffe. 

Nays—Mr. Sergeant, Mr. Everett. 


To the Committee on Retrenchment : 

GentLEMEN: Conscious that we have endeavored faithfully to execute the trust reposed in us by the 
House of Representatives, we are satisfied that if a single day were allowed for an examination of the mass 
of documents which we have printed for the House during the eight years which we have been employed 
by it, and a comparison of them with the same or similar documents printed by our predecessors, we could 
show a saving of many thousand dollars to the Government in consequence of the practice we adopted of 
compressing the tabular documents into the smallest compass and most economical form for the public; 
which, however, there was no obligation on us to adopt either in the law or in the mode pursued by our 
predecessor. But as we understand that ihe committee is anxious to close its proceedings, and not wishing 
to delay its report to the House, we have made a hasty examination in the course of this morning, and have 
selected a few of the most striking cases of saving which has resulted from our mode of executing the work. 


For example: The document H. R. No. 120, of which the House orders every year 6,000 copies. 
By the old mode of printing this document, (see No. 133, 2d session 15th Congress,) and 
which we should be perfectly justified in pursuing now, it would make 938 pages, and would 
ee ee NOI boy sts ke adetS kbs seeks ONC 54s EEe RO KeReAseieiseess GRD 

The cost of the same document, as printed by us last year, WAS......... cece cece cece cece eee 3,600 


Leaving a gain to the Government in a single year, in printing one document, of............. 6,400 


Again: The document of last year, H. R. No. 35, 2,600 copies. If we had printed it in single 


columns on each page, as we might have done, instead of double columns, we should have 
Ket KER MONS Re kee $850 














NN ceded seed eosin pe suns i echbe een nek stoma hens Soe e 
By the form which we adopted in printing it we received but ............ccccececcccesccees 424 
Gain to the Government............ Re ne ee eT Tee Pere er re ere es 426 
For document H. R. No. 145, making 184 ruled pages, we received............cceeeeerecceee $520 
If we had placed the pages horizontally or lengthwise, the document would have made 158 pages 

rule-work more, and would have cost.............. eed ean we (a06d Lae PRacene ree ees 974 
ee NING so ich i chews wacdemenerionwnne Ee POT ee ey Cee eT Pere Tee 454 
Again: Document H. R. No. 56, of 24 ruled pages and tables. We received for this document. . $88 
If the pages had been put horizontally instead of perpendicularly, 17 pages more would have 

been made, and the document would have cost.............. eee eee eee ee eee 138 
Gain to the Government in this case..................20008- ‘ek Aeknweeekneh Rd hnessaX ioe 50 








There is also at all times a considerable body of small type thrown in, sometimes in the text and 
sometimes in notes, for which the printer is entitled to charge, but seldom does it. Reference is made to 
document H. R. No. 45 of last session to sustain the position. The loss to the printer in this case, it will 
be obvious, is considerable. 

[For the lucrative manner in which we might have executed the business, see also the following 
documents: Rep. 92 and Ex. Doc. 125, 2d session 15th Congress. ] 

The above comprises three or four of the documents of the last session only. They are annually 
printed, however, and a great many others of the same character; but the above are offered to the notice 
of the committee by way of illustrating what the printers might have done if they had been governed by 
other motives than a faithful and honest discharge of their duty. 

We are positive that if time were permitted us to make a rigid examination of all the public docu- 
ments printed by us for the last eight years, we could show to the satisfaction of every unprejudiced mind 
that, if a disposition had existed in us to make the most of our business, and confining ourselves within 
the letter of the law as well as following the precedents of our predecessors, our accounts against the 
Government would, after every possible allowance for errors of calculation, be found to have exceeded 
their present amount at least $40,000. This we pledge ourselves to prove by disinterested and competent 
testimony, if it shall be the pleasure of the committee to afford us the opportunity of doing so. We ask 
the delay of but a single day. 

It is probably unknown to the public as well as to Congress that the printers execute a very consid- 
erable and expensive business for the Government for which they receive no compensation at all, which 
has devolved upon them through mere custom from the infancy of the business to the present time, and 
which, if charged for at a fair price, would form no inconsiderable aggregate in the business of eight years. 

For instance: Congress has enacted at different times that the various officers of the Government 
and foreign ministers resident here shall receive each a certain number of copies of all public documents, 
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amounting altogether to upwards of one hundred; but no person has ever been designated to deliver 
them, nor has any appropriation ever been made to pay the expense. It has consequently fallen upon the 
printer, and he is obliged throughout the year to keep a person in attendance daily to put up and deliver 
these papers, to keep accounts of what he has so delivered, as well as to answer a very considerable 
correspondence which must take place in relation to them. An allowance of $800 a year for this object 
would be but a moderate compensation, which would amount, in eight years, to $6,400. 

Respectfully submitted. GALES & SEATON. 


Wasurneton, May 3, 1828. 
The committee then adjourned to meet again on Monday, 12 o’clock. 
Monpay, May 5, 1828. 


The chairman attended, to adjourn the meeting of the committee until to-morrow, 12 o’clock, 
owing to the necessary attendance of the members of the committee to business in the House. 


Turspay, May 6, 1828. 


Committge met. Present: The Chairman, Mr. Sergeant, Mr. Cambreleng, Mr. Rives, and Mr. Everett. 
Mr. Everett submitted the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the following commission be issued by this committee: 


To Messrs. 

The committtee of the House of Representatives on the subject of retrenchment request of you the 
favor to look over the tabular documents printed for the House by Gales & Seaton since the year 1819, 
and, by comparing them with those printed for the House by their immediate predecessor, ascertain and 
report to the committee, by to-morrow, if practicable, whether any, and if any, what, saving has accrued 
to the Government by the manner in which Gales & Seaton have executed the printing, in cases where 
they would have been authorized by law and by usage or precedent to execute it in a different and more 
lucrative manner to themselves. A very minute and particular report is not asked, but one as full as the 
short time allowed will permit to be made. 

On the question, Shall this resolution be adopted? it was decided in the negative. 

Yras—Mr. Sergeant, Mr. Everett. 

Nays—Mr. Chairman, Mr. Rives, and Mr. Cambreleng. 

Mr. Rives then moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the chairman address a letter to Messrs. Gales & Seaton, and inform them that it would 
be impracticable, within the limits now allowed them to close their labors, to go into the investigation 
proposed in their letter of May 3, which would involve the careful examination and comparison of every 
document which they have printed for the last eight years. They will, however, report a resolution for 
the adoption of the House, providing for such examination during the recess of Congress, to be conducted 
by experienced printers, and the result to be reported to the House at the next session, by which justice 
may be done both to the United States and Messrs. Gales & Seaton. 

And on the question, Shall this resolution be adopted? it was decided in the affirmative. 

Yras—The Chairman, Mr. Cambreleng, Mr. Sergeant, and Mr. Rives. 

Nay—Mr. Everett. 

A report was read by Mr. Rives, from the sub-committee on the Navy Department. 

Mr. Sergeant moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the chairman be requested to communicate to the Secretary of the Navy the several 
matters mentioned in the report of the sub-committee on the expenditures of the Navy, and to inform him 
that the committee will receive from him any explanations he may have to offer in relation to them prior 
to the hour of the meeting of the committee on the 8th instant. 

Mr. Cambreleng moved to strike out all after the word “ Resolved,” and insert the following: 

“That in consequence of the first letters which the chairman of this committee has received from the 
heads of the different Executive Departments in reply to his first call upon them, which will appear in any 
report this committee may make, in which most or all of them entered into a preliminary vindication of 
their respective Departments from any charge of neglect of duty, waste, or abuse, it is inexpedient and 
impracticable, from a want of time, for the committee to transmit the substance of the reports of the sub- 
committees to the different heads of the Departments for further explanation.” 

And on the question, Whether the foregoing amendment be made? it was decided in the affirmative. 

Yras—Mr. Chairman, Mr. Cambreleng, and Mr. Rives. 

Nays—Mr. Sergeant and Mr. Everett. 

Mr. Wickliffe submitted a report of the sub-committee of the State Department, which was referred 
to the chairman. 

The committee then adjourned to meet at 12 o’clock to-morrow. 


Wepnespay, May 7, 1828. 











Committee met. Present: The Chairman, Mr. Rives, Mr. Wickliffe, Mr. Cambreleng, and Mr. Everett. 
The chairman submitted the following letter, of May 3, 1828, from the Secretary of War, in answer 
to a letter of the chairman of the 2d instant, transmitting a resclution that day adopted by the committee: 


Department oF War, May 3, 1828. 


Sir: In answer to the inquiry presented in the resolution of the Committee on Retrenchment, I have 
to state that Mr. Cutts informed me that he had been instructed by the committee to furnish several 
accounts connected with Indian affairs for their inspection, which I directed him promptly to do. Taking 
it for granted that the object of the committee was to ascertain the regularity of this Department as to 
the manner of its adjusting accounts, and supposing that long established usage would be of great weight 
in forming a decision, I caused the document sent to be furnished as one among many to possess the 
committee with that usage. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, JAMES BARBOUR. 


Hon. James Hamitron, Jr., Chairman of the Committee on Retrenchment, House of Representatives. 
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A report was made by Mr. Cambreleng from the sub-committee on the expenses of the Department 
of the Treasury. ; 
The chairman submitted, on behalf of Mr. Ingham, a report from the sub-committee on the War 


Department, on the general organization of the Department. 
The committee then adjourned to meet at 2 o’clock to-morrow. 


Tuurspay, May 8, 1828. 


Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present: The Chairman, Mr. Sergeant, Mr. Cambreleng, 


Mr. Everett, and Mr. Wickliffe. . 
The chairman submitted the following letter from the Postmaster General, explanatory of his testi- 


mony before the committee: 


Wasurneton, April 4, 1828, 


Sir: As inquiries were made of me the other day, while under examination before the Committee on 
Retrenchment, respecting conversations held between Mr. Cook and myself in reference to his being 
named to the President for a certain office, it has since occurred to me that it would have been proper to 
have stated that Mr. Cook consulted with me as to the propriety of such a step. This was induced, no 
doubt, from the friendly relation which had always, since our first acquaintance, existed between us, and 
from his knowledge of the fact that I was intimately acquainted with the circumstances under which his 
vote was given for Mr. Adams. Believing that in giving this vote he was influenced by the purest motives, 
indulging a known preference for Mr. Adams, under an expression from his constituents, as ascertained 
at the time, which left the fact of the majority doubtful, I had no hesitation in saying that there could 
not be, in my opinion, the smallest impropriety in his applying for office, or in its being conferred on him 
by the President. 

I hope the above statement may be received as a part of my examination before the committee. I 
deem it an act of justice to the character of a deceased friend. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 


JOHN McLEAN. 
Hon. Mr. Hamitton, Chairman. 


A report from the sub-committee on the War Department, relative to Indian affairs, was submitted by 
Mr. Wickliffe. 
The committee adjourned to meet again on to-morrow, 2 o’clock. 


Fripay, May 9, 1828. 


The committee met. Present: Mr. Chairman, Mr. Sergeant, Mr. Rives, Mr. Wickliffe, Mr. Cambreleng, 
and Mr. Everett. 

The sub-committee on the Navy Department submitted a report, which was referred to the chairman. 

Resolved, That the chairman take the documents and papers in the possession of the committee and 
prepare the report of the committee with all convenient despatch. 

The committee then adjourned to meet again when they should be summoned by the chairman. 


Tuurspay, May 15, 1828. 


The committee met agreeably to summons from the chairman. Present: The Chairman, Mr. Sergeant, 
Mr. Everett, Mr. Rives, and Mr. Wickliffe. 

The chairman submitted a report in part to the committee, which was read and adopted. 

Yeas—Mr. Chairman, Mr. Rives, and Mr. Wickliffe. 

Nays—Mr. Sergeant and Mr. Everett. 

Mr. Cambreleng moved that the report of the committee be made to the House this day. 

Mr. Everett moved, as an amendment, that the report of the committee be made at the usual hour 
to-morrow morning, which was decided in the negative. 

Yeas—Mr. Sergeant and Mr. Everett. 

Nays—Mr. Chairman, Mr. Rives, and Mr. Cambreleng. 

The question recurred on Mr. Cambreleng’s motion; which was decided in the affirmative. 

Yeas—Mr. Chairman, Mr. Rives, and Mr. Wickliffe. 

Nays—Mr. Sergeant and Mr. Everett. 

os chairman submitted a letter of Messrs. Gales & Seaton on the subject of the printing, which was 

read ; and 

Mr. Sergeant moved that it should be entered on the journals of the committee; which was agreed to. 


Wasuineton, May 12, 1828. 


Sir: We had the honor to receive, some days ago, the resolution adopted by the committee in regard 
to the application which we submitted to it on the 2d instant. As the examination which we invited 
would have required the attention of two or three experienced printers not more than four or five hours, 
we did not presume that it would cause any delay incompatible with the public interest. We had no 
expectation that the committee would undertake the examination themselves, had they been able to give 
to it any length of time, because it was an investigation requiring a practical knowledge of the printing 
business, which no member of the committee is supposed to possess. As to the investigation which the 
committee propose to institute after the adjournment of Congress, although we are far from offering any 
objection to it, we take the liberty to observe that it would follow at too great a distance, whatever 
unfavorable impression, if any, should be made by the report of the committee. Conscious of the fidelity 
with which we have discharged our duty as public printers, and proud of an unimpeachable conduct 
therein, we have no desire to make a vain boast of the disinterestedness we have shown in the manner of 
executing the public printing ; but, understanding that a question has been raised upon that point before 
your honorable committee, we have thought it advisable to request of the two oldest printers in the 
district, who themselves, for many years before us, were printers to Congress, to examine the documents 
printed by us, in connexion with the prices of printing. They have done us that favor. Rejecting com- 
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parative economy, as a test too favorable to us, and which might be received as invidious towards others, 
they have made their estimate on a rule of strict right, and arrived at the conclusions stated on the paper 
which we have now the honor to enclose. If comparative economy had been made the test, the amount 
of saving stated by them might have been doubled. 

We ask, if any report be made on the subject of the printing, that this statement may accompany it. 

With the highest respect, we have the honor to be your faithful servants, 
GALES & SEATON. 
Hon. Jas. Hamitron, Jr., Chairman of the Committee of Retrenchment. 


Wasurneton, Day 10, 1828. 


Having been requested by Messrs. Gales & Seaton to examine the documents printed by them for 
Congress, with the view of ascertaining what saving has accrued to the Government by the manner in 
which they have executed the printing, in cases where usage and the law prescribing the form and prices 
of the public printing would have authorized them to adopt a course more lucrative for themselves, we 
have complied with their request so far as to examine a few of the principal documents, time not allow- 
ing us to go into an examination of the numerous small documents printed in the course of eight years 
for both Houses. The first which we shall refer to, as an instance in which a great saving has been 
made by the mode in which it was printed, is the House document No. 120, 2d session 19th Congress. 
This document makes 296 pages brevier. If it had been printed in the most compact form, on the larger 
type authorized by Congress, (small pica,) it would have made not less than 600 pages, (but might, by a 
little ingenuity, have been extended to 900,) which 600 pages, at the prices prescribed by the resolution 
of Congress, for 6,000 copies, (the number printed,) would have cost.................0000. $6,678 00 
But in the compressed form in which it was printed by Gales & Seaton, 6,000 copies cost only 3,854 00 


Saving to the United States in this document....... ........cccccccccccccceces 2,824 00 
We have examined the same document printed for the Senate, (No. 72,) which, if printed com- 
pactly on small pica type, would have Cost........cccccceccscccccceecess $2,704 00 
But, as printed by Gales & Seaton, cost only. ..........cccccccssccecccccecess 1,830 00 
Making a difference in favor of the United States of.............cce esc ee cence eee 874 00 
Constituting a saving in this document for the two Houses, every time tt was thus printed, of... 3,698 00 











This appearing to be an annual document, the saving in the nine years it has been printed by Gales 
& Seaton for the two Houses would, of itself, make an aggregate of many thousand dollars. 

We have particularly examined, also, House document No. 111, 2d session 17th Congress. The 
tables in this document might easily have been swelled by the printers to double the size into which they 
compressed them, and would have cost the United States $3,000 more than has been charged. 

We have examined many other documents printed by Gales & Seaton which might have been so 
printed as to conform literally to the resolution of Congress, and yet have increased the cost to the United 
States and the profit of the printers considerably ; but it did not seem to us necessary to go into a 
minute exposition of the saving in each case, presuming that the above will be sufficient evidence of the 
economy and fidelity with which the public printing has been executed by Messrs. Gales & Seaton. 

ANDREW WAY. 
R. C. WEIGHTMAN. 


Personally appeared before the subscriber, a justice of the peace for the county of Washington, 
Andrew Way and R. C. Weightman, who made oath, in due form of law, to the foregoing statement, to 
which they have subscribed their names. 

JAMES YOUNG, J. P. 


And the committee then adjourned to meet again when summoned by the chairman. 


Wasuineton, March 28, 1828. 


Smr: We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this date, asking information on 
some points in relation to the public printing. 

With regard to the first item of inquiry, we respectfully state that it is not the practice to charge, 
in any case, blank pages as rule. It is believed, however, in printing a volume of rule work the printer 
would be justified, by the “usage of business,” in charging the introductory part, title, &c., as well as 
occasional and necessary blank pages, as rule work also. To avoid all cavil, however, we have 
purposely waived that privilege, for we so consider it, and have charged as rule work no other than such 
as was distinctly defined to be so. If it has happened otherwise in “some cases” it has been through 
inadvertence. 

With respect to the second inquiry, the size of the page, we beg leave to observe that, on the first 
occasion of our being elected printers to Congress, we consulted the then Secretary of the Senate and 
Clerk of the House of Representatives as to the manner, &c., of executing the printing, when it was 
suggested, probably by us, that, by narrowing the page a little, a larger margin would be afforded the 
binder, to enable him to avoid stitching (as would have been the case, and is now, sometimes, probably) 
through the printed pages—the page being so very wide as to render it impossible, with so little room, 
to avoid it. Those gentlemen approved, and instructed us to adopt this arrangement. It was considered 
to be perfectly in accordance with the spirit, if not the letter, of the resolution fixing the prices, &c., of 
the public printing. ; 

The circumstance of the page being a little smaller is of no pecuniary advantage to the printer to 
Songress, nor, on the other hand, is it any disadvantage to the public; though it is certainly a conve- 
nience, for the reason before assigned. The great body of the public printing consists of small documents 
of 2, 4, 8, and 16 pages each, and rule work, the whole mostly open and blank. Now, the circumstance 
of the page being the one-sixth of an inch narrower in any of these documents would make no difference in 
the expense of printing, nor in the aggregate number of pages. To make them wider would be only 
taking so much type from the bottom of the page to put it on the side, and then to fill up the bottom with 
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blanks. In a document making as many as a hundred continuous pages, the difference between the two 
widths would be three or four pages at most. It is observed that the documents printed by order of the 
Senate correspond, in this particular, precisely with ours. 

While on this subject, we beg leave particularly to call your attention to the fair and economical 
manner with which, we flatter ourselves, we have executed the printing since it came to our hands, by 
instituting a comparison of it with the printing done for Congress in other days, and more especially at 
the period immediately preceding our election as printers to Congress. We have before us at this moment, 
for example, the documents of the second session fifteenth Congress, to which we respectfully invite your 
attention. By our improved manner of printing, in a single document in this series (Statements of 
Foreign Commerce, No. 133) we have saved thousands of dollars every year to the Treasury, And 
this example by no means stands alone, as you will be convinced by an inspection of the documents 
referred to. 

We return our acknowledgments for the civility which dictated your letter. Should any further 
explanation be desired, it will give us pleasure to afford it. And should disinterested testimony be 
desired as to the practice of the profession, we shall be obliged to the committee to call before them either 
of the veterans of the profession, Mr. Weightman, Mr. Way, or Mr. Force, who are practically acquainted 
with the public printing, and take their evidence on the subject. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
GALES & SEATON, 
Hon. Samvet D. Incuam, of the Committee on Retrenchment. 





REPORT OF THE MINORITY OF THE COMMITTEE. 
GENERAL EXPENDITURE. 


The minority of the committee on the resolutions of the 6th February last, having differed from their associates, 
think it right to submit their views of the several matters which have been under their consideration, and 
therefore offer the following report : 


Excluding for the present the Legislative Department and the public debt, the expenditures of the 
Government may be divided into two general heads: 

1. For objects of public service. 

2. For the official agency by means of which that service is carried on, and the expenses incident to 
that agency. 

The former of these heads includes all those items of expenditure which are applied to purposes 
deemed necessary for the public good—such as the judiciary, the military and naval establishments, 
light-houses, internal improvement, foreign intereourse, and the like. These constitute the great mass of 
payments from the Treasury. ° 

The second includes the expenditure for the Executive Departments. It is very small in comparison 
with the former. Thus, in the year 1826, when the whole of the annual expenditure, public debt included, 
was $24,103,398 46, the expenses of the Executive Departments of the Government, including the staff of 
the Army, were $489,776 07, or rather less than one-fiftieth part of the whole. 

The expenditures of the first class, constituting, as has been remarked, (if the public debt be 
excluded,) the great mass of payments from the Treasury, are entirely dependent upon the wisdom of 
Congress, inasmuch as they are regulated by the nature and extent of the establishments which Congress 
think it proper to maintain, and the services they direct to be performed for the benefit of the nation. 
Thus, for example, the Army, the Navy, the light-houses, works of internal improvement, and the like, are 
created and continued by Congress. The expense of maintaining them is the consequence of their being 
established; and the amount of that expense is according to the extension which may be given to them. 
As it is in the power of Congress to increase, so is it in the power of Congress to reduce them; and, in 
case of necessity, such reduction would undoubtedly, as far as practicable, be made. 

The greater part of the expenditures of the second class (those of the Executive Departments) are 
also regulated by Congress. They consist chiefly of salaries fixed by law, payable to officers created by 
law. The number of clerks, messengers, and other persons employed in each Department and in every 
subordinate division of a Department, and the compensation to be received by each, are fixed by acts of 
Congress, and cannot be altered but by new legislation. For those expenses which cannot be precisely 
ascertained, such as fuel, stationery, office furniture, and the like, an annual sum is allowed by law, which 
is not to be exceeded; and this sum is allowed for each principal and subordinate office, upon estimates 
furnished annually to Congress, and there subjected to a rigid examination. The proportion it bears to 
the whole of the expenditure is small. Thus, when the whole executive expenses were $489,776 07, the 
allowance for contingencies, as part of that sum, was $80,905. 

The expenditure of the sum thus allowed, which, as has been stated, can never exceed the appropria- 
tion, and in fact generally falls short of it, is accounted for to the accounting officers of the Government, 
where it undergoes the same scrutiny as all other accounts, and not a dollar can be allowed which is not 
fully vouched. 

It may be further remarked, that the expenses of the Executive Departments, as well those fixed by 
law as those which are contingent, are in other ways dependent upon the will of the Legislature. One 
of the modes in which they may be increased will be best illustrated by an example. By the acts of 
Congress for fixing the Military Peace Establishment, the staff of the Army was assembled at Washington, 
and their expenses, to an amount exceeding thirty thousand dollars, are now charged as a part of the 
executive expenditure. This arrangement, therefore, made with a view to economy and to the greater 
efficiency of the Army, and probably in both respects answering its purposes, has the appearance of 
swelling the expense of the Executive Government, when, in fact, it only transfers a charge from one 
head of service to another, and perhaps with a saving in the transfer. 

But there is another and a more constantly operating action of the legislative will upon the business 
and consequently upon the expenses of the Executive Departments. As it is the duty of those Depart- 
ments, within their limits, to execute the laws, every enactment increasing the branch of public service 
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confided to their care necessarily has the effect of augmenting their expenses. Thus, when the House of 
Representatives, by the resolution of the 28th of March, 1822, signified its opinion that missions ought to 
be instituted to the new States of America, and both Houses of Congress, by the appropriation law, 
appropriated money for the missions, this enlargement of our foreign relations not only increased the 
diplomatic expenses of the Government, but it added to the Department of State the labor and the expense 
of instructing and corresponding with six additional agents abroad. If the Navy be increased or a 
greater number of vessels put into service, this, in like manner, increases the labor and the expense of 
the Navy Department. All such additions, in like manner, act upon the Treasury and upon the account- 
ing officers by increasing the accounts to be settled and the payments to be made. Of the policy to be 
pursued, Congress is to judge, and that judgment can never be materially affected by a consideration of 
the slight addition it will make to the contingent expenses of the Departments. 

The different branches of the Government are intimately connected with each other. Congress 
originates and sanctions the measures to be pursued, and provides the means of carrying them into effect; 
and it is for the executive officers, with the means thus furnished, to execute the will of Congress. Upon 
that will, therefore, must depend the aggregate of expense occasioned by the execution of the laws; and 
the expense of the Executive Departments must bear some relation to that aggregate, though constituting 
but a very small part of it. 

Having made these remarks, the minority of the committee will proceed to state their views upon the 
different branches of the duty assigned to them as they understand it. The resolution of the House, under 
which they had the honor to be appointed, was founded upon no precise allegation, and gave no particular 
direction as to the inquiry to be made. It seems, therefore, to have intended that there should be a general 
examination of expenditure of every kind; not with a view to retrench any expenditure known to be useless 
or wasteful, or to reform and correct any abuse known to exist, (for there is no such thing alleged,) but to 
ascertain whether there are not abuses or expenditures that are useless and wasteful. This duty the 
minority of the committee have endeavored to perform; and they will now submit their views in the 
following order, which they suppose best calculated to present them distinctly, according to the intentions 
of the House, to wit: 

1. The aggregate expenditure of the Government. 

2. The expenditure of the Departments mentioned in the resolution. 

Under the first of these heads it may be proper to state what the expenditures are, in order that 
the remarks hereafter to be made may be the bette: understood. 

Taking, then, for example, the year 1826, and omitting, for the present, the payments on account of 
the public debt, which amounted in that year to $11,041,082 19, the heads of expenditures are as follows, 
to wit: 

Bp, MR, WE ITO ooo nn ok ik ke eecc tes ceeccccccveccecsioceess $2,600,177 79 

Including under this head— 

Civil—-Legislature, Executive Department, offices of the Mint, Surveying Department, 
Commissioner of Public Buildings, Governments of Territories, and the judiciary, 
amounting together to $1,256,745 48. 

Miscellaneous.—W hich comprehends, among others, the Mint establishment, light-house 

establishment, surveys of public lands, marine hospital establishment, public buildings, 

roads and canals, and subscriptions to stock of canals, payment for buildings destroyed, 

per act of March 3, 1825, and a number of others, $1,110,713 23. 

Diplomatic.—Including expenses of foreign intercourse, relief and protection of American 

seamen, payments under various treaties, &c., $232,719 08. 

ETE. COTE CE eT CET PETER ELTOP ETE ETE TTT 6,243,236 03 

Including, besides pay and subsistence of Army, invalid and half-pay pensions, 
$251,399 61; revolutionary pensions, $1,305,199 82; continuation of Cumberland road, 
$125,469, &c. 











oe re ee ee ee er ee ry . 4,218,902 45 
Making a total of expenditures for that year of........... cece ccc e cece cece cece neces 13,062,316 27 
The total expenditure for 1827 was ............ Me eT Pe eee ee eee Te -ee. 12,730,464 87 








If it should be made a question whether this aggregate expenditure is greater or less than it ought 
to be, it might be difficult to find any certain standard by which to ascertain its propriety. It is obvious, 
however, from a mere inspection of the items, that the aggregate is the result of the deliberate exercise 
of the wisdom of the Legislature upon the several branches of the public service, pronounced after a 
careful examination of the wants and the means of the nation, and approved by every subsequent Congress. 
Thus the military establishment and the naval establishment, embracing more than ten-thirteenths of the 
whole expenditure, have frequently occupied the careful attention of Congress, and were originally fixed, 
and have been suffered to remain, as they now are, because the representatives of the people have deemed 
them suitable to the circumstances of the country. They have been repeatedly discussed, not only in 
general, but in detail, and every year have been under the consideration of the appropriate committees, as 
well as brought into the view of the House by the appropriation bills. The presumption, therefore, is that 
they are not greater than they ought to be. Differences of opinion there will be, and differences of opinion 
there have been, but they have had no other effect than to draw the attention of Congress, from time to 
time, more closely to the subject, and, on that account, to give to its decision the greater weight. 

It may be remarked, however, that the expenditure, whether great or small, has kept within the 
income. In the year 1826, after paying more than eleven millions on account of the public debt, and 
providing for all expenses, there remained in the Treasury a surplus of above six millions; and, at the end 
of the year 1827, there also remained a surplus in the Treasury of above six millions. This cardinal 
maxim, therefore, has not been violated. The income has not been exceeded; no debt has been contracted; 
no just claimant has been left unpaid; but, on the contrary, a large amount of pre-existing debt has been 
discharged, and the resources of the country liberated, for the future, from the payment of its interest; 
while, at the same time, the nation is advancing in an uninterrupted career of prosperity. The same 
course of conduct in the case of an individual would be deemed wise and prudent, and it is not perceived 
how it can be thought otherwise in a nation. 
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The mere fact that the expenditures have been greater for some years past than they were at an 
earlier period of our Government is, in itself, a circumstance whose value and bearing, in a comparative 
estimate, depends upon other circumstances with which it may happen to be connected. With us it will 
readily be perceived that it ought to occasion neither alarm nor apprehension. On the contrary, it is what 
every one would have expected, and, when rightly examined, what every friend of his country would have 
wished. It is the effect, as it is also in some measure the cause, of the growth of the country, and of its 
constantly increasing prosperity, which has fully kept pace with its expansion. If, for example, we insti- 
tute a comparison with the early period of our Government, it will be seen at once that the expenditure, 
in its rate of increase, has not exceeded the necessary demands arising out of every other increase, nor 
borne any proportion to the increase of our ability, nor to the benefit the citizen derives from the acts of the 
Government. Assuming for the comparison the average expenditure of the first eight years under Wash- 
ington, it is stated to be $2,794,221 81; but the average population of the United States during that 
period was but about four millions and a half, whereas it is now supposed to be about twelve millions, 
Considering the comparative value of money at the two periods, the increase is not out of proportion. Con- 
sidering the comparative ability of the country, it is far below it. Of this some idea may be formed from 
the fact that the valuation of lands, lots, and dwelling-houses, in the year 1799, amounted to $619,977,000, 
and (such was the improvement of the country) in 1815 it amounted to $1,902,296,000. At the period first 
mentioned there were but thirteen States, represented in Congress by 65 members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives (increased in 1794 tol105) and 26 Senators. Now there are twenty-four States, represented by 213 
members, and three delegates from Territories, and 48 Senators. The expenses of the Legislature alone, 
at the present time, amount to 50 per cent. more than the whole civil list at the period first mentioned. 
The latter, in the year 1796, (the largest of the period,) was but $447,139. In the year 1824 the expendi- 
ture for the legislative branch alone was $600,955 99; and in 1826, $567,698 40. The contingent expenses 
of both Houses in 1796 were $11,550; in 1826 they were $66,000. At the period first mentioned it 
must also be remembered that there was no Navy Department in the Government, and there was no Navy. 
Authority was given by law, in the year 1794, to build six frigates; but the whole expenditure on that 
account in the year 1796 was less than $300,000, and was managed by the Department of War. The 
Navy Department was instituted in the year 1798. In that and the two following years the Navy was 
established upon a permanent foundation by an expenditure of $7,688,144, constituting a very large 
addition to the general expenditures of the nation for the period, but now universally considered as a most 
beneficial expenditure. At present it costs upwards of $4,200,000 a year, and is fully worth what it costs. 
It is unnecessary to dwell upon the territory that has been acquired, the extension over it of the cares of 
Government, and the consequent increase of expense. But one branch of the public service may be sufti- 
cient to show how the operations of the Government, and, at the same time, the accommodation and 
convenience of the citizen, have grown with the growth of the nation. In the year 1791 there were but 
89 post offices in the United States; the amount of postages was $46,294; and the extent of post-roads 
was 1,905 miles. In the last year (1827) there were 17,617 post offices; the amount of postages was 
$1,473,551; and the extent of post-roads was 99,134 miles. 

Comparisons of one year with another, or of one period with another, must, however, be extremely 
unsatisfactory and inconclusive. By this process it might be proved that one administration, or even one 
and the same Congress, was extravagant, as compared with itself. For example: in the year 1793, under 
the presidency of Washington, the expenditure was $1,718,129; in 1794, $3,500,348; and in 1795, $4,350,596, 
In 1796, also under his presidency, it was reduced to $2,531,930. So, in the presidency of Mr. Jefferson, 
the expenditure was, in 1802, $3,737,079; in 1803, $4,002,824; in 1804, $4,452,858; in 1805, $6,357,234; in 
1806, $6,080,209; and in 1807 it was reduced to $4,984,572; and in 1808 it rose again to $6,504,333. In 
the first year of Mr. Madison’s presidency the expenditure exceeded that of the preceding year about one 
million of dollars. It must be obvious, from this view, that the mere amount of expenditure in any given 
year can furnish no evidence that the Government was either extravagant or economical. Nor can the 
comparison of the averages of expenditure for given periods lead to any more satisfactory conclusion. 
For such a comparison would show that the average expenditure of the Government during the presidency 
of Mr. Jefferson was nearly double that during the presidency of Washington, from which it was separated 
by an interval of only four years; the former being $5,137,598 61, and the latter, $2, 794,221. It would 
also show that under the presidency of Mr. Madison, which immediately succeeded that of Mr. Jefferson, 
there was an addition to the average annual expenditure of one million of dollars, or one-fifth of the whole. 
Besides it is perfectly familiar to every one that the expenditure of a given year may, and generally does 
in part, arise from appropriations made and authorities given at antecedent periods. 

If it should be said that, at the times referred to, the expenditures were for useful and valuable 
purposes, the answer would undoubtedly be correct. It is the only true answer in all such cases; and 
it brings us at once to this conclusion, which is believed to be entirely just, that it is the character 
of the expenditure and not its amount which must determine whether it is extravagant or economical. 
To arrive at any certain or satisfactory result, it would be necessary, therefore, to examine each 
object of expenditure; to consider it by itself, and in its relation to the general concerns of the 
country; and then to decide whether it is worth what it costs. Such an inquiry would in effect be 
an examination of the whole structure of the Government in its general bearing and in all its details. 
But this is the very work which Congress is constantly engaged in, and has been engaged in from the 
beginning to the present time. Every expenditure has had its origin in some measure which Congress 
has deliberately decided to be proper and directed to be carried into effect, and every such expenditure 
owes its continuance to the continued conviction of Congress that the measure which occasions it is suited 
tu the circumstances and wants of the country. What the system is which has thus been successively 
built up, what are the parts of which it is composed, and what each of them costs, may be seen from the 
statement of expenditures already presented. Some of the items will be referred to hereafter. In the 
meantime it is only necessary to remark, as a further exposition of the views intended to be presented, 
that if the same amount of service should be found at one period te cost more than another, this would 
naturally lead to inquiry, though it might still be very satisfactorily explained. But if the amount of 
service has been increased, or the objects of expenditure multiplied, the increase of expenditure is a 
matter of course, and can occasion neither surprise nor inquiry. Now, this is precisely the fact in regard 
to the Government. It follows, then, that to establish that a greater amount of money was expended in 
the years 1822~23~24 than in the years 18091011, or that a greater amount was expended in 
1825~26~27 than in 1822~23~24, proves no more than it does to show (as the fact was) that the expendi- 
ture of 1809~10~11 exceeded by a million a year the average expenditure of the eight preceding years. 
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It comes exactly to this, and this is the utmost that can be made of it, that Congress, in the just exercise 
of its constitutional power, for which it is accountable to the people, has thought it conducive to the 
public good to enlarge or to multiply the objects of public expenditure, and has found it practicable to 
do so without inconvenience to the public. 

But there is a limit and a check to public expenditure of a much more precise kind than any of those 
which have been adverted to, and furnishing a good test of the economical character of a Government, or 
the contrary; and it is now brought into view with great satisfaction and is deserving of much consider- 
ation, because it evinces the practical excellence of our institutions, as well as a continued conformity to 
their true spirit in those who have been and continue to be intrusted with the conduct of our public 
affairs. The expenditure of Government must, in some shape or other, be provided by contributions of 
the citizens. The revenue from the customs falls upon the consumption; it has the advantage of being 
cheaply and easily collected, and the further and greater advantage, mentioned by Mr. Jefferson, that 
“the great mass of the articles on which impost is paid are foreign articles, purchased by those only who 
are rich enough to afford themselves the use of them.” Still, when levied for the purpose of revenue, it 
is a contribution by the citizens for the support of the Government. The total revenue derived from 
contributions of every kind exhibits the amount contributed by the citizens, and, compared with the whole 
number of citizens, exhibits the proportion of an individual. These contributions may be termed the 
burdens upon the people; and, as these burdens are lighter or heavier, the condition of those subjected to 
them is, in this respect, better or worse. This, then, is the limit and the test referred to. The minority 
of the committee do not mean to institute a comparison with any other Government. It has often been 
made, and every one knows how much to the advantage of our own. But this they do intend to say, and 
they think it deserving of the closest attention, that the burdens upon the citizen have not been increased; 
that is to say, that the contribution of each individual for the support of Government is not greater 
at the present time than it was thirty years ago, nor greater than at any intervening period since that 
time. This interesting fact they will proceed to endeavor to make apparent. In the year 1796 (by which 
time the organization of the ‘fiscal system was producing its results) the income from impost was 
$6,567,987, and from internal revenue $475,239, making a total of $7,042,376. The population of the 
United States at the same period, estimated from the preceding and following census, was about 4,760,384. 
The public contributions, therefore, were within a small fraction of $1 50 for each citizen. In the year 
1827 the total receipts from customs, being the only contribution of the citizen for the support of the 
Government now required, as the internal revenue is abolished, amounted to $20,190,522. The population 
of the United States is estimated to be about 12,000,000—some suppose it to be more by 1,000,000. The 
public contribution, therefore, is scarcely more now than it was in the year 1796, that is, within a small 
fraction of $1 66 for each citizen. Averaging the two years 1826 and 1827, it will be a fraction above 
that sum. It is unnecessary to do more than to state the fact. The change in the value of money, the 
increased wealth and greater ability of the country, and other like considerations tending to show that 
the contribution, though nominally nearly the same, is really less, will readily present themselves and 
have their due weight. The fact that the contribution now is not sensibly greater than it was thirty 
years ago is the highest evidence of the excellence of our institutions and the purity with which they 
are administered. It is impossible, however, to forbear remarking, in connexion with this fact, how greatly 
extended and multiplied are the benefits the citizen now enjoys for this contribution in the protection 
given to commerce by the Navy; the facilities and securities afforded to it by light-houses, piers, harbors, 
and various other aids; the security provided against war by a system of fortifications; the assistance to 
internal trade and intercourse by surveys, improvements in roads, and in a thousand other ways; besides 
the incalculable advantages he derives from the progressive prosperity of the nation; her increased 
strength, reputation, and standing in the world; and his entire exemption from all taxation and from all 
contribution but such as he may choose to impose upon himself by the consumption of imported articles. 
Upon the most sober and reasonable estimate, this is a state of things which does not seem to suggest the 
necessity of change. It is believed that it may be advantageously contrasted with any instance which 
the history of the world can produce, and that the best friend of his country can desire nothing better 
than its continuance. 

During all the period from 1801 to 1807 it will be found that the public contributions amounted to 
something more than $2 for each citizen. This fact is noted, not for the purpose of any comparison, but 
to bring into view a high authority upon the subject under consideration, and the just conclusions to be 
made upon it. In the year 1806 the revenue gave promise of a surplus in the Treasury, and the question 
naturally presented itself, whether this accumulation should be prevented by reducing the income, or, 
being suffered to occur, should be distributed in useful and fructifying expenditure? Mr. Jefferson, 
whose-opinions upon points of economy have been deemed sound, always erring, if at all, upon the side 
of frugality, unhesitatingly recommended the increase of expenditure in preference to the reduction of the 
revenue. In his message of December, 1806, he says: 

“When both of these branches of revenue shall in this way be relinquished, there will still, ere long, be 
an accumulation of moneys in the Treasury beyond the instalments of public debt, which we are permitted 
by contreat to pay. They cannot, then, without a moditication, assented to by public creditors, be applied 
to the extinguishment of this debt, and the complete liberation of our revenues—the most desirable of all 
objects; nor, if our peace continues, will they be wanting for any other existing purpose. The question, 
therefore, now comes forward, to what other objects shall these surpluses be appropriated, and the whole 
surplus of impost, after the entire discharge of the public debt, and during those intervals when the 
purposes of war shall not call for them? Shall wé suppress the impost and give that advantage to foreign 
over domestic manufactures? On a few articles of more general and necessary use the suppression, in 
due season, will doubtless be right; but the great mass of the articles on which impost is paid are foreign 
luxuries, purchased by those oaly who are rich enough to afford themselves the use of them. Their 

patriotism would certainly prefer its continuance and application to the great purposes of the public education, 
roads, rivers, canals, and such other objects of public improvement as it may be thought proper to add to the 
constitutional enumeration of federal powers. By these operations new channels of communication will be 
opened between the States, the lines of separation will disappear, their interest will be identified, and 
their union cemented by new and indissoluble ties.” an a 

So far as, of late years, the expenditures have increased, it has been precisely within the limits and 
for the objects here prescribed. Anat 

Beginning with the period when the nation was relieved from the charges of war, that is, with the 
year 1816, it must be observed, in the first place, that no new burden has been imposed upon the citizens; 
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but, on the contrary, the direct tax, and all the internal taxes, have been taken off, to the amount of more 

than twelve millions and a half of dollars per annum. The whole revenue, with the exception of the 
sales of the public lands, is now derived from the customs, as it was at the time of Mr. Jefferson’s 

message just quoted. The duties upon importation have not, since that time, been increased for the 

purpose of augmenting the income. Where they have been increased at all it has been with a view to 
rotect domestic industry, and was calculated rather to reduce the revenue. 

The public debt has, in the same period, been rapidly diminished. On the Ist of January, 1816, it 
amounted to $127,334,933 74. On the lst of January, 1828, it was but $67,413,377 92, from which must 
be deducted the $7,000,000 subscribed to the Bank of the United States, which is represented by an 
equal amount and a greater value in the stock of that bank. The amount of the debt, therefore, on the 
Ist of January, 1828, was reduced to $60,413,377 92, and on the Ist of July next it will be still further 
reduced (by the payment of $5,000,000) to $55,413,377 92; from this must also de deducted the $5,000,000 
of debt contracted for the purchase of Florida, leaving $50,413,377 92. So that, in twelve years, besides 
discharging the various claims growing out of the war, paying the interest of the debt, which, in the 
beginning, must have been about six or seven millions a year, providing for the support of Government, 
and paying all other necessary expenditures, there has been paid of the principal of the public debt no 
less a sum than $76,921,555 08, or upwards of $6,400,000 per annum 

The revenue is sufficient, after providing for all other necessary expenses, to pay the public debt as 
soon “as we are permitted by contract to pay;” and if no national exigency should occur to compel a 
greatly increased expenditure, the whole of the public debt may be paid off by the year 1835, besides “ an 
accumulation of moneys in the Treasury” and a very large annual surplus afterwards. 

With respect to particular expenditures making up the aggregate, it has already been remarked that 
they were authorized by law. They have received the sanction of Congress, and it is believed they have, 
in general, met the approbation of the country. The provision made for the declining years of the soldiers 
of the Revolution, which brought a considerable charge upon the Treasury, but acquitted: a heavy debt 
of gratitude; the system of fortifications for the defence of our maritime frontier; the aid given to internal 
improvement by roads and canals, and by removing obstructions in rivers for the great purposes so 
strongly enforced in the message above quoted; the establishment of the Army and Navy, and all the 
other leading objects of the public care and concern, have been settled by the decisions of Congress, and 
it is believed have been satisfactory to the nation. Not that there has been entire unanimity of opinion. 
Upon some of these great points, besides other grounds of discussion, there has been what may be termed 
a radical difference of opinion as to the extent to which the faculties of the Government of the Union ought 
to be exercised for the benefit of the nation; and though this seems to belong rather to the political than 
to the financial history of the Government, yet it must be apparent that it will have an influence upon the 
question of expenditure, and upon the views taken of that question. Those who would narrow down the 
exercise of power to the most restricted limits so as to deprive the Government of the Union of its beneficent 
faculties—such, for instance, as that of internal improvement, or of protecting domestic industry—and 
limit even its admitted faculties to the minimum of activity, will very naturally object to expenditures, 
because expenditure is the instrument by means of which these faculties are for the most part exercised. 
They will regard it with jealousy, and be disposed to check it, as tending to overturn their favorite 
doctrines. They dislike the means because they are opposed to the end. But those who hold the con- 
trary opinion, who believe that the Government possesses and may beneficially exercise these powers, 
who think that its just powers ought to be exercised, (and they are a great majority of the nation as well 
as of Congress,) regarding the objects as at once legitimate and advantageous, will approve of such 
reasonable expenditure as the circumstances of the country will bear and the public good requires. They 
will be content to enjoy the benefits derived, even though they should be derived through the instru- 
mentality of the Government of the Union. 

This difference of opinion which manifests itself upon particular measures will also have au influence 
upon the view taken of past and of current expenditures. Those who are opposed to the measures or to 
the system will be dissatisfied with the expenditure, and will think it has increased too fast. Those who 
supported them will come to a different conclusion. But both must agree that they have received the 
constitutional sanction, and both must also agree that nothing but the same power of a constitutional 
majority can arrest them. So that, in fact, the question of expenditure becomes a question of the policy 
of the country, and connects itself with the great principles that for some years past have guided or 
influenced the deliberations of Congress. The same motives which have determined that policy must, of 
course, justify the expenditure it has occasioned. The cost has not been greater than was anticipated, 
nor the benefits less. And therefore the real question is, whether the system shall be abandoned or 
reduced, merely for the purpose of reducing the expenses, at a time when there is nothing in the circum- 
stances of the Treasury to call for a reduction. 

Whether the expenditure shall be further increased, and what disposition shall be made of the 
surplus that will remain in the anticipated event of a final extinguishment of the public debt, are points 
to be decided by the wisdom of future Congresses, enlightened by the knowledge which time wiil disclose. 
But considering that the revenue is more than sufficient to meet the current expenses and to provide for 
the payment of the public debt withia the time which the contract with the creditors will allow; that the 
revenue (so far as it falls upon the citizens) is derived entirely from the customs; that the expenditure 
has not outgrown the growth of the country, nor even kept pace with its advance in population, wealth, 
and prosperity; that the contributions of the citizens, light in themselves, are not sensibly greater now 
than they were thirty years ago, and are less, it is believed, than they have been at the average of any 
intermediate period; aad that the expenditures are for the benefit of the nation, and are calculated to 
advance her prosperity and to promote her welfare and happiness; the minority see nothing in this 
aggregate of expenditure to lead to a belief that there is extravagance or abuse, or to indicate the 
necessity of retrenchment or reform, or to occasion an apprehension that the Government has at all 


departed from its original purity. 
THE EXPENDITURES OF THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH OF THE GOVERNMENT. 


It has already been observed that this head embraced for the year 1826 an expenditure of $489,776 07, 
being about one-fiftieth part of the aggregate expenditure of the Government. It consists of two parts: 
First, salaries and compensations established by law, including the salaries of the President, Vice President, 
heads of Departments, and the subordinate officers of the Departments, down to the messengers of the 
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offices. The payments thus fixed by law, and which can neither be exceeded nor diminished, amount to 
more than $400,000. The residue, say for the year 1826 about $80,000, is for what are termed contingent 
expenses, the nature of which will require but one word of explanation. There is no uncertainty or 
contingency as to the necessity of these expenses for the public service. The Departments must be 

rovided with fuel, stationery, furniture, books, and whatever else is wanted for the business of the 
nation. They are uncertain and contingent only as to the amount, and because the respective items 
cannot be estimated with perfect precision in advance. The great bulk of them is, however, absolutely 
indispensable. A small portion may possibly be liable to some difference of opinion in the judgment of 
different men, according to the views they are inclined by temperament or habit to take. It would be a 
very large allowance to suppose that one-tenth part could be subject to debate or question, even with 
those whose notions on such points are most rigid. But for the present purpose let it be assumed that 
one-tenth part is debatable. Then the case will stand thus: 


The total expenditure in the year 1826, debt included, being.....................0005- $24,103,398 46 
The expenses of the Executive Department, including the staff of the Army, are 

CGS ties y wURs thane PSs es EERE H OER RE OR REA AAO ad DONS eEwR OS 489,776 OT 
The expenses termed contingent are not quite one-sixth part of that sum, or, say...... 80,000 00 
And of these contingencies it is supposed for the present that there may be one-tenth 

subject to dispute, as before stated..................00- Dihependhaeserncewons 8,000 00 


which latter sum may be considered as furnishing the field of retrenchment. 


Then, the expenses of the Executive Department being one-fiftieth of the whole expenditure, and the 
contingent expenses one-sixth of the expenses of the Executive Departments, they are one-three-hundredth 
art of the whole; and the debatable part of the contingent expenses being but one-tenth part, it amounts 
to but one-tenth of one-three-hundredth part, or one-three-thousandth part of the whole expenditure—that 
is to say, one-thirtieth part of one per cent. 

This statement is made simply for the purpose of correcting any vague and erroneous notions that 
may prevail upon the subject of this branch of expenditure, and to show how very incorrect must be the 
opinion that any serious retrenchment in it is required or practicable, or that any formidable extrava- 
gance or abuse can there prevail. From the attention which has of late been bestowed upon this subject, 
one might be led to conclude that the Treasury was supposed to be grievously burdened by it, and that 
some sensible relief might be had by reduction at that point. And yet it appears, when examined, to 
be so minute as, upon the largest allowance, not to exceed one-thirtieth part of one per cent. It is 
exactly the same as the annual expenditure of one dollar is to an individual whose whole expenses amount 
to three thousand dollars a year. If, instead of an abundant revenue, untouched resources, freedom from 
taxation, an adequate provision for the rapid extinction of the public debt, and a state of progressive 
prosperity, which happily is our actual condition, the revenue were inadequate, the debt stationary or 
increasing, and the public burdens heavy, it must be admitted that a reduction of expenditure would be 
necessary. But what reduction could be effected within the limits of one-thirtieth of one per cent., or 
one-three-thousandth part of the whole? In such circumstances, and with such views, the utmost saving 
that could be effected would not pay the expense of the inquiry. It is far too minute to afford any hope 
of relief. 

In thus exactly stating the scope of the inquiry, it is not meant to be conceded that, even within the 
very narrow limits mentioned, there has been any extravagant or improper expenditure, nor to be asserted 
that an extravagant or improper expenditure ought to be permitted, however small. The minority of 
the committee have seen nothing to induce them to believe that there has been any such expenditure. 
Reserving for examination hereafter some particular items, about which there would seem to be a 
question, it may be proper, once for all, to state the general footing upon which this matter stands, so as 
to exhibit the grounds of the opinion they entertain and intend, in conclusion, to express. It will also 
exhibit the guards and checks already provided by law, or by the practice of the Government. 

For the expenditures of each Department, as well as of every branch of service, provision is annually 
made by the appropriation bill. The appropriations for the Departments are made upon detailed estimates 
annually presented to Congress and printed for the use of the members. The estimate for the present 
year is a printed document of fifty-seven pages. Where a Department comprehends subordinate offices, 
separate and distinct estimates are made for each of them. Thus, the estimate is separately made for 
the Treasury and for each of the ten subordinate departments belonging to it. So of the War Depart- 
ment and the eight subordinate offices. The estimates and the appropriations for contingencies are also, 
as far as it is practicable, divided into heads or parts. For instance, in the estimates for the Department 
of State at the present session the contingencies are arranged under fifteen heads, and the appropriation 
asked for each, including books, stationery, fuel and candles, newspapers, extra copying, printing of the 
laws, distribution of the laws, &c. 

The estimates being placed in the hands of the Committee of Ways and Means and of every meinber 
of Congress, they have the opportunity (which they have not failed to improve with becoming vigilance) 
of judging of the reasonableness of every item proposed. In forming this judgment they have the means 
of comparison with the preceding expenditure, and if they find any new head of expense introduced or 
any old one swelled beyond its former size, or if they entertain a doubt of the propriety of any part of 
the expenditure, they have the right of asking for explanation, which they always exercise, as in duty 
they ought. Upon the result of this examination, rigorously made, first by the committees and then by 
both Houses of Congress, the judgment of Congress is formed, and that judgment is expressed in the 
appropriation bill as applicable to the services of the year. The appropriation bill, therefore, pronounces 
the opinion of Congress upon each and every item embraced by it as necessary for the public service, and 
also upon the amount which may be applied to each and every item. The discussions upon the appro- 
priation bills have for many years past been rigorous and faithful. 

The amount thus appropriated cannot be exceeded. This is true, not only in general, but also in 
every detail. The head of a Department is limited in his contingent expenses to the amount which is 
appropriated for his Department. The head of a subordinate branch is confined to the sum estimated for 
that branch. Neither can draw from the Treasury one dollar beyond the appropriation; and each in his 
respective expenditures is to keep within the bounds prescribed for the particular head of expenditure, so 
that what is assigned for one service cannot be employed for another. It is obvious, therefore, that as to 
the amount to be expended for contingencies, or the objects for which ic is to be expended, very little is left 
to the discretion of the officer; and it ought to be remembered that, as it is his first duty to see that the 
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public service is performed, he must not sacrifice that for the purpose of saving the money placed at hig 
disposal for its performance. ; ; 

The expenditure itself next comes under review. It is presented annually, in a condensed form, 
in tables accompanying the letter of the Secretary of the Treasury, at each session of Congress, under itg 
appropriate heads. In pursuance of a standing order of the House, made December 30, 1791, there ig 
also published an annual account of all receipts and payments for the year, giving the name of ever 
individual to whom a payment has been made from the Treasury. And still further to secure the faithful 
application of the public moneys, there is a standing committee appointed at every Congress upon each 
of the Departments of the Government, whose business it is to examine into their expenditures; to see 
whether “they are supported by proper vouchers, establishing their justness, both as to their character 
and amount,” and “whether any retrenchments can be made.” So that after undergoing the scrutiny of 
the accounting officers, where, like all other accounts, they must be supported by proper vouchers, they are 
again examined by a committee of the House. It ought to be further remarked that every officer is liable 
at all times to be called upon by a resolution of the House; and that by the prevailing practice this power 
really belongs to every member, for no call is ever resisted or opposed. 

It would be difficult to devise any plan by which this point of the contingent expenses of the Depart- 
menis could be more closely brought or more continually kept under the notice of Congress for its 
approbation or censure, or a more rigid accountability exacted. But this (though highly important) is 
not so much the occasion of the observations which have been made, as another remark to which they 
naturally give rise and which is deemed worthy of attention. The minority of the committee will endeavor 
to explain what they mean so distinctly as not to be misunderstood. 

As the appropriations of each year for the contingent expenses of the Departments are founded upon 
estimates for that year, and adapted to the service expected to occur, it will follow, in general, that the 
mere fact that the expenditure is greater or less than in any preceding year, taken by itself, cannot be 
evidence of extravagance or economy, nor be the just occasion of praise or censure. In an expenditure 
no greater than that of the contingencies, a small addition might be the cause of a considerable compara- 
tive increase. An instance in point will be found among the accounts furnished from the Treasury. In 
the years 1825, 1826, and 1827, it became necessary, in consequence of the provisions of the law authorizing 
the loans of 1813 and 1814, that the certificates to be paid off should be determined by lot, and that the 
holders of them should have “due notice.” The necessity was thus produced for publishing advertisements 
throughout the United States, stating the numbers and amounts of the certificates to be redeemed. This 
had not occurred before for many years. To provide for the expense of advertising, the appropriation 
bill of 1826 allowed the sum of $6,000, and the appropriation of 1827 a like sum—being the amounts 
estimated for that service for the three years. This single addition, incident to the discharge of the public 
debt, was sufficient to vary considerably not only the contingent expenses of the Treasury, but even of 
the whole of the Executive Departments. 

The use of this illustration is not to be considered as admitting that the contingent expenses of the 
Treasury have increased. In the last three years, 1825, 1826, 1827, they are actually less than for the 
three years preceding, 1222, 1823, 1824, as will hereafter be shown. 

It will further follow that no just inference can be made from the comparison of one officer with 
another, though having the same title, or of a succeeding officer with his predecessor. Each must be 
determined by itself. The expense must depend upon a variety of circumstances, and, among the rest, it 
may be that an apparent saving in one year will occasion an increased expense in another, as if it be 
caused by letting the bills remain unpaid or the business of the office fallin arrear. The annual estimates 
are founded upon a view of each particular office, and of its wants at the very time. Thus the estimate 
for the Fourth Auditor in 1822 was $1,000; in 1823, $1,650; 1824, $1,800; 1825, $2,000; 1826, $2,000; 
1827, $2,000; making a total of $10,450; and the total expenditure in the same period was but $7,870 20. 
It is very true that the expenditure for the last three years has been somewhat greater than for the three 
preceding, but they have not exceeded the estimates, and the appropriation in pursuance of them, founded 
upon the necessity at the time; and as they will be again referred to, no further remark need be made 
than this: that the increase in the latter years may have been owing (among other things) to the diminished 
expenditure in the immediately preceding ones. 

If there be any generally operating cause which may be supposed to have a constant though not 
exactly regular influence, it can only be the one before referred to, viz: that the extension of the public 
service will be attended with an enlargement of the expenditure, and, among the rest, with an increase of 
the contingent expenses ef the Executive Departments. Should it then appear to be correct (as stated) 
that the public service authorized by law occasioned an average expenditure in 1822, 1823, 1824, of 
$10,000,000; and that, in the years 1825, 1826, 1827, it occasioned an average expenditure of $12,500,000; 
and that the average of the contingent expenses in the former period was $66,793, and in the latter period was 
$77,454, (which statements, though not particularly examined, are probably correct, ) then it will follow that 
the total expenditure has been increased by an addition of one-fourth, and the contingent expenses by an 
addition of only one-sixth, or rather less than one-sixth. If they had gone on at tiie same rate as the general 
expenditure they would have averaged $83,491. This comparison, therefore, if it establish anything, 
establishes that there has been an improved economy in the Executive Departments of the Government. 

It is admitted not to be an absolutely conclusive test, but it is an approximate or probable test, which 
may be resorted to for want of a more certain one; and the minority are of opinion that the result is 
satisfactory, as showing a relatively diminished expense quite equal to what could have been reasonably 
expected, and sufficient to allay apprehension. 

Having made these general remarks, the minority of the committee will proceed to state the results 
of the examination of the several Departments, referring only to such things as they have understood to 
be objected to or questioned, and availing themselves of reference to the papers and accounts before the 
committee. They think it right, however, first, to say that they did not suppose, nor have the committee 
experienced, any backwardness on the part of the officers of the Government to communicate information. 
Every inquiry has been fully and promptly answered; and if there be any points upon which explanation 
would have been useful or acceptable, they have no doubt that, if applied for, it would have been readily 
furnished. It is undoubtedly true that the heads of Departments, and of subordinate branches of Depart- 
ments, have, in general, answered that they have no more clerks or other persons employed than the 
efficiency of the service requires; and considering how recently and deliberately they have been estab- 
lished upon their present scale by Congress, the minority of the committee did not expect any other 
answer. So far as it is matter of opinion, there is no doubt it is sincere and founded upon experience, 
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and the same that would have been given under any other circumstances, even such as it is intimated 
would be more favorable to harmonious co-operation. In the general correctness of that opinion the 
minority are disposed to concur, not only because it is the opinion of those who have had instruction 
from experience, but also because it corresponds with their own impressions. Congress has never been 

rofuse in the number of clerks, nor in the allowances made to them. They have barely had enough to 
subsist them while they lived, and some of them, it is known, have not left enough to bury them when 
they died. Besides, extra clerks are occasionally employed in all the offices, and have long been so, without 
incurring any disapprobation, which is of itself sufficient evidence that the clerks permanently employed are 
not equal to more than the ordinary business of the office. That practice (of extra clerk hire) the minority 
of the committee would not be understood to condemn or disapprove. On the contrary, they believe it to 
be conducive to economy. Upon the same principle that a farmer employs additional hands in harvest 
time, or at any other season when work presses, it is right in the Departments to engage occasional assist- 
ance, when, from calls made by Congress, or other urgent cause, the regular clerks cannot do what is required 
with the speed that is necessary, or without neglecting other matters. A different plan would be followed 
by this result: either some portion of the business must be neglected, or the establishment of clerks must 
be raised up to the maximum which, at any particular time, might be required to do it. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


In proceeding to inquire into the condition of the several Departments in reference to the disbursements 
of the public money, the minority of the committee first direct their attention to the Department of State. 
On the organization of the committee a letter of general inquiry was addressed by the chairman to the 
heads of the several Departments, and answers, accompanied with documents, were received from them 
all. The answer of the Secretary of State presents a view of the condition of his Department, fully 
sustained by the official documents from his own and the Register’s office, and highly satisfactory. 
From this view, which the minority of the committee will presently lay before the House, it appears that 
there has been a continued economy in the expenditure of the Department. While the minority of the 
commitee make this remark, however, they would not be understood as sanctioning the principle that the 
greater or less disbursement made in a Department is the only measure of the success and fidelity with 
which it has been administered. In the Department of State, particularly, the expenditures necessary to 
be made depend, in part, on our relations with foreign Powers, and on incidents in our intercourse with 
other nations, which this Government is unable to either foresee or control. In some respects an increased 
expenditure indicates abroad an extension of friendly relations with foreign Powers, and at home an 
increase of public business, arising out of the augmented population, multiplying pursuits, and growing 
prosperity of the country. 

As it is in the foreign affairs of the country that the greatest fluctuation is likely to arise, so it is in 
the a for this branch of the service that the greatest diversity exists in one year compared 
with others. 


In the year 1823 the appropriations were, omitting parts of a dollar...........-.0++----05- $154,800 
In the year 1824.......... eee Piivexsanss | ERECT eT eT eeT Terr Cee Tee Te CT eT 309,350 
In the year 1825.......... EE Eee ee eee EE ere ee re meee ree re Te ee 336,050 
In the year 1826.......... Sienna a COCCTR KS 5 cake odes «be dbbnvadawcuean 350,932 
In the year 1827.......... i ceca nacatn og OREO a ne ee ee ee eer 290,550 
In the year 1828.......... ee Peiémihoxa ete PEC TET ITE PEE EE CEE Oe eT ETT Te 89,550 


The great inferiority of the appropriation of 1823 arises from the fact that the sum of one hundred 
thousand dollars, appropriated in 1822 for the expeuse of the missions to the new American Governments, 
was not expended during that year, and was accordingly at the service of the Department for the next. 
The great inferiority of the appropriation for 1827, and particularly that for 1828, is owing to economical 
savings in the application of former appropriations and to reductions in some of the objects of expendi- 
ture—as, for instance, in some of the missions to the new Governments in South America, as is more 
fully explained in the note of the Secretary. P a , 

If the expenditure of the three years of this administration be compared with that of the three 
preceding, some increase will appear. To this increased expenditure the remark above made applies 
with full force. It has grown out of the extension of our relations with foreign Powers, and other causes 
connected with the growiug prosperity of the country. The same variation from year to year will here 
also be found, showing that, with the same officers at the head of the Department, and with the same 
individuals composing a Congress at successive sessions, it is impossible to bring the expenditures in this 
branch of the public service to an uniform condition, either of increase or diminution. 


In the year 1822 the expenditure was ............eecccecececes ee ee ere Te Cee eee $173,879 
In the year 1823 the expenditure was ............e0eee00: Pre Ore eT Teer eT Tee eT eT TT 314,668 
ae ee re Wet IID WO oa ok anc ccvicsensiecccssccesdeasceescsssccees 270,731 
ee ee Se I WON ok 5 nko eves c ccs adeseceesecasansensoecereecnses 306,731 
In the year 1826 the expenditure was ............sceceeecececeeceees er ee Tee eT TTS 255,296 
Bn GS FORE TORT Ge OROOTIERTS WOE on. wok ccc ie ccc ccssecccscccesscces besdeennans 287,463 
Arranged in the order of diminishing expenditure, the years would accordingly stand as follows: 
NRA A aes nied asin koh he PL SANRTAN MARA SEEM SONORA SROE SS Ke Ke SR RRRES $314,668 
Sa WOTTTETOTITE TTT ITPET LTT TTT TPETT TTT TTT 306,731 
ND aR ree eh ere eer eee eee ee ee ee eT ee ee eer een. TT ery 287,463 
ee eee eee ee TTT TTT OTT TT TC TTT TT TOT CT ET EET OTT 270,731 
RSG NA eld iin d ae R Sigh aVeWisKTDRRR eed ha RheUSEbERKERA Ss Cimenaeunaee 255,296 
REE ae ina ekn SGMESKRAE RASA RARER ORES ERODES AA SESE RATED 173,879 


__ It may be added that the expenditure of the present year, for which only $89,550 are appropriated, 
will probably fall as low as that of the lowest years in the foregoing catalogue. It will also be observed, 
as stated in the letter of the Secretary, that the apparent expenditure of 1827 is swelled above its real 
amount by a sum of money remitted to Europe, for which the requisition was granted in December, 1827, 


for the foreign service of 1828. . : : 
With regard to the expenses of the Department of State proper, the small increase of expenditure in 
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the present administration over that of the last, is fairly referable, in part, to the natural increase of 
business, and to the known accumulation of some extra items of necessary expenditure. Thus, the 
transcription of the immensely voluminous papers relative to the northeastern boundary, which it hag 
been necessary to make twice, would of itself account for a considerable part of the Increase. The 
preparation of the schedule of American claims on foreign Powers was also an exceedingly laborious and 
expensive task imposed on the Department of State by a resolution of the House of Representatives, 
The transcribing of the papers relative to the claims on France prior to 1800, in obedience to a resolution 
of the Senate, under the last administration, but which it was impossible to comply with till the year 
1826, (papers filling a printed volume of 840 pages,) was also a heavy item of extra expenditure. The 
increased expense of special messengers grows out of the extension of our intercourse with those parts of 
the world where suitable opportunities for conveyance, in the usual channels of commercial intercourse, (a 
mode of transporting important official documents, at best, open to objection,) do not often present 
themselves, and the increased number of treaties and conventions which have been negotiated and 
transmitted. The invariable usage of the Government, and the manifest propriety of the thing, require 
that conventions and treaties, general instructions of great importance transmitted to the foreign ministers, 
and confidential despatches, should be intrusted to special messengers; and the minority of the committee 
have not found that these have been employed in any case not required by the public service. 
The following is a copy of the letter of the Secretary of State referred to: 


DEPARTMENT OF State, Washington, February 29, 1828. 


Sir: I have received the letter which, as chairman of the committee of the House of Representatives 
on retrenchment, you did me the honor to address to me on the 13th instant, transmitting a copy of a 
resolution which had been adopted by the committee; and having given the subject embraced in the 
resolution attentive examination and the most respectful consideration, I beg leave now to communicate 
my answer to be laid before the committee. The resolution, in substance, calls for the expression of my 
opinion: first, whether there be any officers in the Department of State whose services may be dispensed 
with without detriment to the public interest; secondly, whether the salaries of any of them can be reduced 
consistently with justice and propriety; and thirdly, in general, whether any of the expenses incident to 
this Department can be reduced without impairing the efficacy of its operations. 

As to the first two objects of inquiry above mentioned, my opinion is, that there can be no reduction 
in the number of officers employed in the Department of State without detriment to the public interest, 
nor in the salaries of any of them without injustice or impropriety. Within a few years past there has 
been a great increase in the general business of this Department. arising from the progressive increase of 
the wealth and population of the country, and from the establishment of independent Governments upon 
this continent. The number of permanent American missions which we now send from this country is 
equal to the number that we send to continental Europe. And the public interest has required the 
creation of various consular and other commercial agencies in this hemisphere, but not in the same 
proportion. Although those missions were authorized, and several of them had proceeded to their 
residences during the preceding administration, most of them have left the United States, and much the 
greater part of the other appointments referred to have been made during the present administration. 
These foreign agencies have greatly extended the correspondence of the Department, created a necessity 
for numerous translations from foreign languages, required much additional copying, and otherwise added 
to the labors of the Department. 

The committee will readily comprehend that the new duties arising from the above causes have 
rendered indispensable additional assistants to perform them; but the number of persons employed in the 
Department has not been increased in anything like an equal proportion with the increase of its business. 
So far from its being expedient to discharge any of those persons, the public service would be promoted by 
some addition to the number of clerks in the Patent Office, and an increase in the salary of its Superin- 
tendent, which has heretofore been repeatedly proposed, is again respectfully recommended. The receipts 
in that office are quite adequate to cover every expenditure already authorized and any that its addditional 
wants may require. In respect to those wants I beg leave to refer to a letter which the Superintendent, 
though confined by a long and dangerous illness, has recently felt it his du ty to address to me, and which, 
under the designation of the letter A, accompanies this communication. 

Before I proceed to answer the third and last inquiry of the committee, whether any of the expenses 
incident to this Department can be reduced without impairing the efficacy of its operations, I ask permission 
to present some general and explanatory observations in respect to the disbursements of the public money 
which are made through the Department of State. These disbursements are made out of appropriations 
of two kinds: first, those in which both the amount of the appropriation and its particular object are 
specified; and, secondly, those in which, although the amount of the appropriation is limited and the 
general purpose of it is mentioned, its particular object is not definitively stated. The salaries of our 
diplomatic agents form an example of the first description of appropriation as the contingent expenses of 
foreign intercourse do of the latter. The first depends exclusively upon the pleasure of Congress; and it 
is only over the last that discretionary power is or can be exerted by the Executive, through the Depart- 
ment of State, in a course of administration. 

During my service in the Department I have endeavored to enforce the most rigid economy which 
appeared to me compatible with the public interest. Particular items of expenditure will vary from year 
to year according to exigencies, and the amount of disbursement will, consequently, be greater or less. 
There has been, for example, a vast deal of extra copying in the Department during the two or three last 
years. The papers relating to our northeastern boundary, consisting of upwards of twenty manuscript 
volumes, and numerous maps and other detached papers, have been twice transcribed in that time. . But 
the total amount of appropriations for the service of this Department has been progressively diminishing 
during the last three years. On that subject, as well as the expenditures of the Department, I beg leave 
to present to the committee, from the document marked B, accompanying the letter, the three eclhwring 
views: 

The first is a comparison of the amount of appropriations made during each of the last three years of 
the preceding administration with that made during each of the first three years of the present, applicable 
to the public service through the agency of this Department. 
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lena case Uakiccse ad cat seal $154,800 A ts wrideite bess Sias Orca alee $350,932 
i bani dre siciceutt te daa nniedaaiaa 309,350 SS Te 290,550 
ER TN 336,050 Se rey 89,550 
800,200 731,032 


The cause of the smaller amount of appropriation for the year 1823 compared with several succeeding 
years was, that the sum of $100,000, which, by the act of the 4th of May, 1822, was appropriated for such 
missions to the independent nations on the American continent as the President of the United States 
might deem proper, had remained in the Treasury unexpended. The appropriation for 1825 is placed 
under the last administration, because it was, in fact, made, and the estimates for the public service were 
prepared under that administration, although the disbursements of it took place, in conformity with those 
estimates, under the present. The aggregate amount of appropriations during the latter term of three 
years is less by $69,168 than in the former, and, excluding the appropriation in 1826 of $40,000 for the 
Panama mission, (of which $26,953 52 only was expended,) which will not be an occasion of permanent 
expenditure during each successive year of the latter term, the amount appropriated, in comparison with 
the year immediately preceding, has progressively decreased, until that for the service of the present year 
has declined as low as $89,550, a little more than one-fourth of the amount appropriated in the last year 
of the preceding administration. I do not wish to be understood as stating that the smallness of the sum 
appropriated for the current year is attributable to permanent retrenchments, and is, therefore, to be 
regarded as the standard for future years; but it is the effect of economical savings from former appropri- 
ations, all of which might have been disbursed if there had been a disposition to indulge in extravagance. 

The next view, which is now offered to the committee, is that of a comparison of the actual expendi- 
tures during the last three years of the past and the same period of the present administration. The 
expenditures of the— 


LAST ADMINISTRATION, PRESENT ADMINISTRATION, 
Re ices ceakvn Scoveaenadas $173,879 51 en aa IM TR $306,731 74 
ETE TR 314,668 56 ER ee 255,296 20 
| REE 270,731 27 ea ccdrsdacesieshigdeation 287,463 42 





759,279 34 849,491 36 


The amount during the latter term exceeds that of the former by $90,212 02; but this difference may 
be satisfactorily accounted for. In the first place, there was a remittance in the month of December last 
of $70,000 to our European bankers, which is charged to the service of the year 1827, although, in point 
of fact, it will be disbursed in the year 1828. In the next place, the expenditure of the year 1822 amounted 
only to the sum of $173,879 51, because the sum appropriated to the missions to the new American nations 
was not applied in that year. It was in succeeding years that those missions were despatched, and it has 
been only since the commencement of the present administration that all of them have been put in operation, 
and that the entire expense, therefore, of maintaining the whole of them has been incurred. A comparison 
of the expenditure of the last two years of the past administration with two years of the present adminis- 
tration, though, for the reason just mentioned, still operating unfavorably to the latter, will be more just. 
The aggregate amount of the expenditures of the years 1823 and 1824 was $585,399 83; and the average 
of each year was $292,699 914. The aggregate amount of the expenditures of the years 1825 and 1826 
was $562,027 94; and the average of each year was $281,013 97. The average expenditure of each of 
the three years of the present administration being $283,163 782, although including the before mentioned 
recent remittance and the expense of the mission to Tacubaya, is less than the average of the last two 
years of the past administration. 

The preceding views of appropriation and expenditure are exclusive of the salaries of the Secretary 
and clerks employed in the Department. 

I have stated that the small amount of appropriation required for the service of the present year 
was the result of economical savings out of previous appropriations. This will be manifest from the 
last view, which I now take the liberty of presenting to the committee, of the appropriations and expendi- 
tures during the years 1825, 1826, and 1827, under those heads of appropriation in the application of 
which a discretionary control is exercised through the Department of State. Those heads are, first, 
contingent expenses of foreign intercourse; secondly, intercourse with Barbary Powers; thirdly, relief 
and protection of American seamen; and fourthly, the contingent expenses of the Department. The total 
amount of appropriations, under the first head, for the three years of 1825, 1826, and 1827 was $111,000; 
and the total amount at the service of the Department, including a balance of appropriation for the year 
1824, and also some small items of repayment, was $127,420 05; the actual disbursement during the 
three years of 1825, 1826, and 1827, was $80,567 97; leaving an unexpended surplus of $46,852 08. The 
total amount appropriated during the same three years for intercourse with the Barbary Powers was 
$80,000; and the entire sum at the disposal of the Department, including a balance of the sum appro- 
priated for 1824, was $100,450. The actual expenditure during those three years was $55,700 29; leaving 
an unexpended balance of $44,749 71. The total amount for the relief and protection of American 
seamen, at the disposal of the Department, during the same three years, was $99,678 84; the total 
expenditure was $87,698 17; leaving an unexpended balance of $11,980 67. The total amount at the 
command of the Department for its contingent expenses during the same period of three years was 
$97,863. The actual expenditure for the same term, being $90,305, left a surplus of $7,558. 

This third and last view is taken from a summary statement of moneys appropriated and expended 
under certain heads of appropriation for the years 1822, 1823, 1824, 1825, 1826, and 1827, which is 
rag annexed, designated by letter C, to the whole of which the attention of the committee is respect- 
ully invited. 

During the present administration there has been a permanent reduction in the grade of two, and a 
temporary reduction in another of our missions on this continent, from that of an Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary to a Chargé d’Affaires. And I am induced to believe that one or two of our 
American missions may be abolished at a day not very distant without injury to the public interest. In 
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respect to those branches of expenditure which have been placed, by long established usage, under the 
control of the Executive, any retrenchment of which they are susceptible must, from the nature of the 
case, depend upon the exercise of a sound and responsible discretion. Without being able now to state 
to the committee any particular reduction which can be made in those branches of expenditure, I can 
only assure them, that, so far as the application of that discretion depends upon me, I shall continue to 
be animated by the desire I have ever felt to observe all practicable economy, 

Without being perfectly sure that the inquiries of the committee extended beyond the officers imme- 
diately concerned in the Department of State, and the expenses incident to it within the city of Washing- 
ton, I thought it safer to act on the supposition of their having contemplated a more comprehensive 
inquiry into the disbursements of the public money wherever made, and the utility of existing officers, 
whevever their sphere of action may be, under the direction of the Department of State. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
H. CLAY. 


Hon. James Hamitron, Jr., Chairman. 
Marcu 5, 1828. 


P. S.—This letter was prepared at the time it bears date, but its transmission has been delayed from 
that time to procure the certified statements from the Treasury which accompany it, and which, from the 


press of business, could not be procured until this day. 
H. C. 


Before proceeding to comment on separate items of expenditure, the minority of the committee would 
observe that there is one general point in relation to the expenditures of the Department of State upon 
which objection has been made, and on which, for that reason, a remark will be offered. It is as to the 
mode of disbursing the moneys for the contingent expenses of the Department. The disbursements are 
made by the agency of a designated clerk, who, for that purpose, is intrusted with moderate sums, which 
he deposits in bank, and draws from time to time, as small payments are made, accounting for the 
expenditures in the same manner as other accountants 

To this course no well-grounded objection appears to the minority of the committee. It is that which 
is adopted by individuals who have large concerns. A cash-keeper in a counting-house, and an account 
of petty cash, are familiar to every body as things not merely of convenience but of necessity. 

This plan, however, is not new, nor has it been unknown to Congress. In the year 1822 the then 
Secretary of State, now President of the United States, addressed a letter (dated the 18th April, 1822) 
to the committee of this House on the expenditures of the Department of State, in which he states this 
practice to have existed before his coming into the Department. That letter is on the files of this House, 
and a copy was laid before this committee with the letter of the present Secretary of State. The com- 
mittee of 1822 (reports No. 106) reported as follows: “The expenditure of the moneys appropriated for 
the contingent expenses of the Department is confided to one of the clerks of the Department.” “The 
committee have examined the accounts of these expenditures, with the vouchers for the said accounts, as 
far as they judged necessary. The objects of expenditure appear to be such as are necessary to the 
execution of the duties of the Department, and must, therefore, be authorized by law. The expenditure is 
within the appropriation, and is supported by sufficient vouchers. The accounts are regularly kept; the 
expenditures appear to be made with fidelity and economy; and the committee are unable to suggest any 
subject of retrenchment compatible with the public service.” 

It is natural now to inquire what better mode can be suggested or adopted? or, if this may be 
objected to, what is there that may not? 

The minority of the committee will now proceed to examine particularly some of the items of expen- 
diture in the State Department, which have been or may be thought to require explanation. 

One of these is the outfit allowed to Mr. John A. King as Chargé d’Affaires at London, which has 
been said to have been made in violation of law and out of a fund appropriated for other objects. This 
subject having been brought before the House of Representatives at the last session of Congress, and 
having, in obedience to a call of the House, been reported upon by the Secretary of State, the minority of 
the committee will only observe that, from the Secretary’s report at that time, it appears that Mr. King’s 
appointment was made conformably to the construction which has been given to the law of May 5, 1810, 
by every succeeding administration, and that the allowance made to him was a medium between the 
highest and lowest rate of allowance made in similar cases. That it was made out of the contingent fund 
for foreign intercourse was, in the opinion of the minority of the committee, both necessary and proper. 
The expense occurred on the contingency of the sickness of the minister at London. The service began 
and terminated in the recess of Congress; it was, consequently, one for which no previous appropriation 
could be made; and the minority of the committee are not aware that Congress have ever considered it a 
branch of legislative duty to decide what part, or whether any part, of an outfit should be allowed to a 
Chargé d’Affaires after his return from his post. In the numerous instances which the records of the 
Government exhibit of the settlement of the accounts of functionaries of this class, it is the belief of the 
minority of the committee that, when the same have not previously been appropriated for, (which in 
the majority of cases they have not been,) the Executive has decided the rate of allowance, and ordered 
its payment out of the contingent fund for foreign intercourse. ‘The minority of the committee are aware 
that “precedents made in violation of law” are not entitled to respect. But when they consider that the 
intercourse of the Government with foreign nations is confided by the Constitution, to a considerable 
extent, to the President, and that down to the present day there is no specific act of Congress creating 
any foreign mission, they cannot but think that it would now be hazardous to preclude the Executive from 
the application of the contingent fund to the exigencies of the foreign service which arise during the 
recess of Congress, and which the minority of the committee regard as a part of the objects peculiarly 
intended to be provided for by that fund. The minority also think it an undue measure of severity 
towards any administration to charge it with the violation of positive law in cases where its acts have 
been in conformity to an unvarying usage in the construction of that law from the time of its enactment 
and under the most approved administrations of the Government. It may also not be improper to recall 
to the House that neither the outfit nor any other allowance made to our foreign agents is a gratuitous 
pecuniary emolument. In most instances it falls below, and never, it is believed, rises above, the 
necessary expenses of their stations. Most of our citizens in the foreign service leave it with circum- 
stances not mended by having discharged important duties to the country; and the minority of the 
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committee have no reason to believe that allowances like those made to Mr. King are even an indemnity 
for the sacrifices which every individual must make in his domestic establishment by entering the public 
service under the like circumstances. 

On the subject of the employment of J. H. Pleasants as a special messenger for bearing despatches, 
commissions, and instructions to our Chargés d’Affaires at Rio de Janeiro and Buenos Ayres, the minority 
of the committee deem it unnecessary to say anything in addition to what is stated in the letter of the 


Secretary, which is here subjoined: 
Mr. Clay to Mr. Hamilton. 


DeparTMENT oF State, Washington, March 26, 1828. 


Sir: I have received your letter of the 24th instant containing a copy of a resolution adopted by 
the Committee on Retrenchment, in which they are pleased to inquire : 

“Did John H. Pleasants go as bearer of despatches from the United States to Rio de Janeiro and 
Buenos Ayres in 1825? Did he deliver the despatches to the proper authority at Rio Janeiro and Buenos 
Ayres? If he did not go, what became of the despatches? who bore them to the Government of Rio 
Janeiro and Buenos Ayres? Where did John H. Pleasants go after he left the United States? Was it 
known to the Department when his account was settled and paid him that he had not been to Rio Janeiro 
and Buenos Ayres as bearer of despatches from this Government ?” 

In reply I have the honor to state, for the information of the committee, that Mr. Pleasants was 
engaged in the spring of 1825 to carry to our respective Chargés d’Affaires at the Brazils and Buenos 
Ayres their credentials, commissions, and general instructions, and other despatches from this Depart- 
ment; that with that view he left the city of Richmond, the place of his residence, on the 19th day of 
April, and embarked-at the port of New York on the 28th day of May, 1825, on board the brig William 
Tell, having employed the intermediate time in seeking, from Baltimore to Boston, a vessel in which he 
could obtain a passage; that whilst at sea he was taken so ill as to be apprehensive of his life, which he 
supposed would be in imminent danger if he continued the voyage; and meeting a vessel at sea bound 
to Antwerp he transferred himself to her, and committed the despatches with which he was charged to 
the care of Captain Hinman, the master of the vessel William Tell; that the despatches, both to Mr. 
Forbes, our Chargé d’Affaires at Buenos Ayres, and for Mr. Raguet, our Chargé d’Affaires at Rio de 
Janeiro, were delivered by the captain of the William Tell to the former gentleman on the 12th day of 
August, 1825, as will appear by an extract from a despatch from him under date the 15th day of 
September, 1825, marked A.; and that those intended for Mr. Raguet were received by him on the 26th 
October, 1825, as will appear by an extract from a despatch from him under date the 12th of November, 
1825, which is marked B. 

I beg leave also to refer to a copy of a letter from Mr. Pleasants, under date the Tth day of July, 
1825, marked C, and to an extract from a letter from him under date 22d October, 1825, marked D, as 
explaining more fully the motives which induced him to change his destination and commit the public 
despatches in his care to Captain Hinman. During his voyage in the Antwerp vessel Mr. Pleasants met 
at sea a vessel bound to Liverpool, to which he transferred himself, and he arrived at that port on the Ist 
day of July, 1825. He reached the port of New York, on his return to the United States, the 22d of 
October, 1825, bringing with him despatches for this Department from Mr. R. King, our minister at the 
Court of London, 

It was known at this Department when the account of Mr. Pleasants was settled and closed that he 
had not reached Rio de Janeiro or Buenos Ayres; but it was also known that the despatches which had 
been intrusted to him had been received by the persons to whom they were respectively addressed; and it 
was believed that he had been prevented from personally delivering them by the causes already stated. 
Supposing the affliction of disease did not occasion a forfeiture of all claim for expenses and all compen- 
sation for services, the allowances made to him were according to established usage, which has prevailed 
as far back as any traces of the accounts of bearers of despatches can be discerned in the Treasury. 
Agreeably to that usage they are generally allowed their expenses, personal and travelling, to the port of 
- embarkation, their passage money at sea, their expenses, personal and travelling, from the port of debark- 
ation to the places of their destination, and the like expenses and passage money on their return home; 
and they receive, moreover, a compensation for their services of six dollars per day, out of which they 
defray their expenses whilst they remain at the places to which they are sent or stop at Washington for 
despatches. Upon an examination of Mr. Pleasants’ account it will be seen that it has been adjusted 
according to these principles, and of the sum received by him seven hundred and fifty-six dollars was for 
per diem allowance, and the residue on account of expenses and passage money. 

It was not believed that the visitation of Providence with which he was afflicted ought to deprive 
him of all allowance for expenses and all compensation for services; but it was not thought right that 
the per diem should be continued during the whole period of his absence from home and until his return 
to New York, on the 22d October, 1825, that being the time when it was estimated he might have 
returned to the United States, if, after abandoning the voyage to South America, he had sought an oppor- 
tunity of coming home instead of proceeding to Europe. It was within the discretion of the Department 
to have compensated him as the bearer of despatches from Mr. King, but it was not deemed proper to 


make him any allowance for that service. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
H. CLAY. 


Hon. James Hamitron, Jr., Chairman of the Committee on Retrenchment, House of Representatives. 


Among the items of expenditure which have been objected to is the sum paid for the publication of 
the notice of the provision made by the Governments of France and Hayti for indemnity for the sufferers 
by the revolutions in St. Domingo. It will probably be in the recollection of the House that the notice in 
question was of considerable length, directing, in detail, the course to be adopted by the unfortunate 
persons in question to obtain their portion of this long-delayed indemnity. No other principle, it must be 
allowed, called upon the United States to aid them by giving extensive publicity to this notice than that 
of comity to the friendly foreign Power communicating the documents to this Government and liberality 
toward the unfortunate exiles, who for thirty years of peaceful submission to our laws have many of 
them discharged all the duties of good citizenship to the country. The sums paid for printing were, in 
every instance, those which a private individual would have been charged for the same service. The 
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minority of the committee believe that the same principles which actuated the Government of the United 
States in extending a generous measure of relief to the unfortunate sufferers of St. Domingo at the 
period of the disasters in that island equally justified the comparatively trifling expenditure necessary 
for the printing and circulation of the notice referred to of the provision made for their relief. That a 
part of the expense of this publication should have been paid out of the contingent fund for foreign inter- 
course, and a part out of the contingent fund of the Department of State, the minority understand to be 
owing to the circumstance that the amount paid (about $4,000) was greater than could conveniently be 
spared from either fund alone, at the same time that the nature of the service brought it as properly 
within the province of one fund as the other. The minority of the committee see the less ground to 
censure the Secretary of State for this expenditure, (not large in itself, ) inasmuch as the portion of the 
indemnity paid to those for whose benefit the notice was published, being received and expended in this 
country, will add so much to the aggregate of the public wealth. ; 

An objection has been taken to the allowance of $500 as a fee to the Attorney General for his pro- 
fessional services in a suit at Baltimore. The minority of the committee understand the objection to this 
allowance to be that it was made from the contingent fund for foreign intercourse. They are, however, 
not acquainted with any specific fund provided by Congress for services of this kind. The traffic in 
slaves on the coast of Africa must be considered as falling generally within the province of the foreign 
affairs of the country, and has been matter of negotiation with foreign Powers. The defence of the 
interests of the United States in the suit in question is of course a service of a contingent nature. The 
minority of the committee understand that the duty devolved on the Attorney General by his employment 
in this case, requiring his attendance for near a fortnight, was not unreasonably compensated by a fee of 
this amount; nor have they heard any fund suggested out of which it could with greater propriety have 
been paid. 

The purchase of one hundred copies of Elliot’s Diplomatic Code is objected to as being made out of 
this fund. It occurs, however, to the minority of the committee that the very valuable work in question 
is purely and essentially connected with the foreign service of the country, and the copies of it purchased 
by the Department of State were designed chiefly for distribution to the foreign ministers and other 
persons engaged in the public service abroad. A considerable number of copies of the same work were 
purchased this winter by the House of Representatives and paid for out of the contingent fund of the 
House; and the same reasons, in the opinion of the minority of the committee, justify its purchase by 
the Department of State out of the fund expressly devoted to the contingencies of that branch of the 
service to which the work in question refers itself. 

Some objection has been made to the number of newspapers which are taken in the Department of 
State, and which are said to have increased within the last three years. On this head the minority of 
the committee ask to be indulged in a remark. The public press is a vehicle of communication in this 
country which is growing in importance with the augmentation of the population and resources of the 
Union. In an Executive Department of the Government whose duties are of a nature so miscellaneous 
as those of the Department of State, it is absolutely necessary to a faithful discharge of them to »e pos- 
sessed of the contents of a considerable number of leading journals in every part of the country. It has 
also been the usage of the Government, in every period, to furnish the foreign ministers with some of the 
principal newspapers, and these are procured and transmitted through the Department of State. These 
considerations will show that some little increase of this expenditure will take place with the extension 
of our diplomatic relations abroad and the growth of the country at home. 

In the course of the last summer an original portrait of Washington, by a distinguished American 
artist, was offered for sale to the Department of State. The portrait had the merit of being a good 
painting, and of presenting a likeness of somewhat different character from that of the usual portraits of 
Washington, and consequently affording the means, by comparison, of attaining and transmitting to 
posterity a more exact conception of the countenance of the Father of his Country. The Secretary 
accordingly made a purchase of it at a reasonable price, as a part of the furniture of the Department of 
State, which he had already found ornamented with the likenesses of all the Presidents of the United 
States, except the second. This purchase has been objected to, but the minority of the committee find 
nothing to censure in it. It is certainly sanctioned by the example of Congress, in the large appropria- 
tions they have made to adorn the Capitol with historic paintings. Two years ago a resolution passed 
the House of Representatives, without a division, to purchase, at an expense of $1,500, a portrait of 
Washington for the hall of the House, to be paid for out of its contingent fund The minority would not 
intimate that a head of a Department possesses a like discretionary authcrity with a branch of the 
Legislature, but in the present case they think the Secretary of State to have been strongly countenanced 
by the precedents alluded to in purchasing a portrait of Washington as a portion of the furniture of the 
office of the Department. 

A view somewhat similar is taken by the minority of the committee of the purchase of a silver medal 
of the present Chief Magistrate for ten dollars, which has also been objected to. A meritorious and 
unfortunate artist, who represents himself as having been invited to the country by Mr. Jefferson to be 
employed as an engraver at the Mint, and who failed to obtain that occupation, (a disappointment, as he 
represents, ruinous to his affairs,) had executed medals of the late President Monroe and of other eminent 
citizens, among them of the President of the United Siates. One of the latter was offered for sale by 
the artist at the Department of State, who represented, at the same time, the losses which he had encoun- 
tered by not receiving in this country the employment which had been, as he alleged, promised him as an 
inducement to resort hither from Italy. Partly from a sentiment excited by this consideration, and partly 
from a willingness to preserve in the appropriate Department a specimen of the progress of the art as 
introduced into this country, and a likeness of the individual who was pronounced when called to it, “the 
best person to fill the Department of State that could be found,” and who did fill it for eight years with 
singular diligence, integrity, and success, the Secretary of State was induced to purchase, for ten dollars, 
the silver medal in question. The minority of the committee perceive nothing objectionable in this act, 
nor hazardous in the precedent. On the contrary, they think there would be a manifest propriety in pur- 
chasing, as a part of the appropriate furniture of the Department, a similar medal of all those who have 
successively been called to the Chief Magistracy of the country. 

_ The minority of the committee would now submit some observations suggested by some of the exami- 
nations which were taken before the committee, and connecting themselves with the supposed employment 
of the late Daniel P. Cook, in the confidential service of the country in the island of Cuba, during the 
past summer. 
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In the management of the foreign concerns of the United States, it was well known, not only from 
the nature of the thing, but also from experience in the short period of our history as a nation, that 
occasions would arise where the public interest would imperiously require that confidential agencies 
should be employed abroad, and that the whole value of such employment might depend upon its entire 
secrecy. ‘This lesson had been sufficiently learned during the struggle for independence. Among the 
earliest acts of the Government provision was made for this branch of the public service; and it has been 
continued by successive acts of Congress to the present time as an authority indispensably necessary. 
The duty of deciding upon the cases in which it shall be exercised, the extent of its exercise, and, in 
general, all the discretion which belongs to it, have been enjoined upon the President of the United States 
by those acts of Congress which have provided that the accounts of “such expenditures as he may think 
it advisable not to specify” shall be settled upon his “certificate.” From the passage of the act of the 
Ist of July, 1790, there never has been a moment when this duty has not been enjoined by law; and it is 
believed that no one who has reflected upon such subjects, or observed the course of public events in the 
world, would consent that our Government should be deprived of the benefits of this exercise of authority. 

Upon every view of this branch of the public service, therefore, it is manifest that among the solemn 
obligations incurred by a citizen exalted to the high office of Chief Executive Magistrate of this Republic, 
it is one that he will execute this law. He is not at liberty to avoid the responsibility. Whenever, in 
the exercise of that discretion with which he is charged, it seems to him that the exigency of circum- 
stances is such as to require from him the execution of the authority, his course is too plainly prescribed 
to him to allow of any doubt or hesitation. He can no more abstain from the performance of this than 
from any of the other high functions with which he is charged. Such is his just responsibility. 

It cannot be denied, however, that the best performance of this duty, imperious and indispensable as 
it is, is, from its nature, easily made obnoxious to suspicion. We all remember the clamor that was 
raised some years ago on account of the supposed use of a large portion of this fund by a former Presi- 
dent of the United States in a crisis of great public importance. The very terms employed in common 
parlance to express the use of the money have been perverted to a bad sense, and are often applied 
reproachfully. “Secret service money” is a phrase which is made to carry with it a certain degree of 
odium, simply because it is forgotten that the “service” is to our own country, and the “secrecy” is in 
relation to foreign countries, and both are for our own benefit. If Congress has thought fit to enjoin or 
to permit secrecy at home, it is only because that is necessary to prevent injurious publicity abroad, 
which would defeat the very purpose of the provision. Foreign nations have their agents here, who 
would at once transmit intelligence that was common among us, and thus disappoint our objects. 

If, in the performance of the duty thus assigned to the President, and which he is not at liberty to 
decline, his conduct may be questioned only because it does not carry with it its own full explanation, it 
is obvious that he is placed by the law in a condition to suffer injustice; for the absence of explanation 
is itself a part of his duty. He is bound, by the most solemn obligation, to keep secret what he believes 
it will be incompatifle with the interests of the nation to make public. If such be not the just interpre- 
tation of the law it ought immediately to be repealed. 

When the duty in question was enjoined, it could not but be foreseen by those who framed the law 
that its performance might, and in times of party excitement probably would, afford plausible grounds for 
attempting to awaken distrust. But they deemed it necessary for the good of the nation; and every 
citizen who is worthy to be President of the United States, regarding it as they did, will, while it remains 
a law, go on to execute it, whatever may be the hazards, just or unjust, to which he may expose himself 
by so doing. His reliance against all such attempts must be on his own conscious integrity, and on the 
justice of Congress and his fellow-citizens. His great reward in every extremity, the patriotic convic- 
tion that even if he must for a moment endure the effect of such attempts, he endures it for the sake of 
his country and his country’s service. Accordingly, it appears that this fund has been employed, it is 
believed, by every President of the United States. 

Of the propriety of the expenditures from the contingent fund for foreign intercourse, settled upon 
the certificate of the President, including the whole from the commencement of the Government, the 
minority of the committee have never perceived the least reason to doubt. Of those of more recent date, 
and especially during the last and present administration, there are some materials for forming a judg- 
ment of their probable necessity, which, being open to all, may be adverted to without injury. He must 
be a very superficial observer of passing events who has not remarked that, by the force of circumstances, 
not depending upon ourselves, our foreign relations in the course of the last ten years have become more 
complicated with the general concerns of the civilized world than at any former period; and that the mere 
attention to our own extended trade, and to our own preservation, have imposed upon us the necessity of 
watchfulness at points heretofore, perhaps, deemed to be of little consequence. The danger to be guarded 
against has neither been trifling nor remote. It has appeared to many to be imminent, and to be of the 
greatest consequence; and while it has occasioned the most anxious solicitude, has seemed of a nature to 
be likely to impose upon the Government the duty of peculiar vigilance and the occasion of a somewhat 
increased expenditure. They think, too, that it must be very manifest to every one who reflects upon the 
course of events that they were of a nature to call peculiarly for the employment of confidential agents, 
and that the efficacy of such agencies might depend upon their being secret. 

The witnesses say, as above intimated, that the destination of Mr. Cook was the island of Cuba. And 
can any one think of the island of Cuba without perceiving, by his sensibilities as well as by his under- 
standing, that its fate and fortunes, involved in the uncertainty of various apprehended movements, 
external and internal, were of the deepest interest to our country, and especially to that portion of it 
which is peculiarly susceptible of impression from some of the shocks to which that dependency of Spain 
seemed to be liable ? ; 

Whether they direct their attentiop to this particular spot, or to the state of things in other parts of 
the world, the minority of the committee would not have been surprised to find that, in the course of the 
last seven years, there had been an increased expenditure from the fund in question. 

It is proper to make one further remark upon this subject. The expenditure from the fund for con- 
tingent intercourse, settled upon the certificate of the President, appears upon the accounts under the date 
of the settlement of the Treasury. It is evidence, therefore, of nothing more than the single fact that the 
settlement was then made; when the service was authorized, or when it began, or even when it was com- 
pleted, does not appear. In general, it seems reasonable to conclude that the authority, the service, and 
all the responsibility growing out of them, must have belonged to an antecedent period. It does by no 
means follow ‘that the administration under which the settlement is made and the charge appears is the 
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administration which directed the services that caused the expenditure. The contrary would in many 
cases be fairly and almost inevitably inferable, and this inference ought always to be applied in examining 
the account of the contingent fund thus settled. : ; has ; 

How far it may be proper or consistent with the design and the efficient administration of this fund 
to inquire into the expenditure, the minority of the committee will not now undertake to decide. It must 
be admitted to be a matter of great delicacy. But this they do not hesitate to affirm, as their clear and 
deliberate opinion, that if any inquiry is to be instituted, it ought to be done in the mode best calculated 
to bring out all the facts material to the purpose of inquiry, (whatever that may be,) to do the least 
injury to the public service, and to give the least offence to that branch of the Government which is 
intrusted with the expenditure. 

It was on this account that they objected, at the outset, to the examination of witnesses to prove 
that the late Daniel P. Cook was supposed to have been employed by the Government. The knowledge 
of the witnesses could only be imperfect and unsatisfactory, and could not conduce to any just conclusion, 
Besides, it appeared to them to be due to the courtesy which ought to be observed between co-ordinate 
branches of the Government, that the inquiry should be made of the Executive; and to be due to the 
nature of the case, and to a proper regard for this branch of the public service, (which it is important to 
preserve unimpaired,) that the inquiry should be confidential. 

It was on this account, also, that the minority of the committee proposed, after the inquiry had been 
entered upon, that it should be so extended as to ascertain whether the expenditures from this fund settled 
during the present administration, and appearing charged in the accounts, or any, and what part of them 
had been incurred during that period, or whether they were not in fulfilment of engagements made by a 
former administration. The resolutions offered for these purposes appear among the minutes. They were 
negatived by the majority of the committee; as was also the offer of the Secretary of State to communicate 
in confidence to the committee the amount paid to an individual supposed to have been employed confi- 
dentially abroad, with respect to whom the evidence of witnesses had been received. 

The evidence received and the evidence rejected has thus had the precise effect of showing that the 
late Mr. Daniel P. Cook, a distinguished citizen of the United States, well known for his integrity, talents, 
and long public service, was supposed, after the termination of his services in Congress, to have been 
employed by the President in a confidential agency, which he, in the exercise of his discretion, thought 
necessary; and it shows nothing more. That for his services, if he was employed, Mr. Cook was paid, is 
not only probable, but may be taken for granted. There was no particular reason known to us why he 
should not be paid. That he was not paid more than he was justly entitled to is perfectly certain. The 
minority of the committee have no doubt he was paid, as such agents usually are, at the rate of $4,500 a 
year for the time he was actually employed, and, therefore, that he received about $1,500 or $1,600. 
Those who doubt of this, if any such there be, may make the inquiry. The committee not having thought 
fit to make it, the minority, submitting to the decision, are bound to believe that they gntertained no doubt; 
and, indeed, it seems to them impossible that a just man can bring himself to any Ger conclusion than 
the one which the minority have arrived at. If there be any such, his duty is pla before him, and he 
ought at once fairly to assume the responsibility of performing it, or else to refrain from injurious. 
surmises. 

The evidence received and the evidence rejected also concur to leave the whole matter of the account 
of moneys to be settled upon the certificate of the President upon the same footing exactly as if no 
inquiry had been made. It was in the power of the committee to have gone into an examination of the 
expenditure, and to have appropriated it specifically to those illustrious men who have enjoyed the high 
distinction of being placed by their country in the office of President. A resolution for that purpose was 
offered. It was rejected. The minority of the committee, therefore, confidently pronounce their deliberate 
conviction that, up to the present moment, that fund has been, and still continues to be, sacredly devoted 
to the purposes for which it was designed, and that nothing has occurred in the least calculated to disturb 
or weaken that conviction. If there be any who differ from them in opinion, (which they cannot believe 
possible, ) they repeat that the path of duty is plain before them, and they are bound by every obligation 
to follow it, or to abandon unjust suspicion. 


THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 


And, first, as to the general contingent expenses of the Treasury Department, including the ten sub- 
ordinate offices. 

The aggregate of the contingent expenses for the years 1825~26~27, being the period during which 
the present Secretary has been at the head of the Department, is as follows: 


LEASES hehe SESE HEU RAR RS TR ANSE cs TR RSERRRARE RON $28,792 50 
BE ie ME EER ERNE ERA Oe SRM EDVETEEETERER SCARCE RETES KEN NEES 30,966 10 
PDAGs ORE EMAGAD KORE OOH eer er rere reer re rer ee ee eer re 35,286 99 

Total for three years....... Hib AARNE ETERS ERS ENE 95,045 59 








A Vke Ce Ey thts eum here Ronen a hn ac dlowae wenn $32,874 99 
Nae ah lh en i a i nl ar Nala dns wink ewe Ra 30,402 49 
EERE EY Cerca eee ey Ord eee ee ee ee TS ccc teees 33,130 09 
See OU NN sc niwieenddis iuiwrawhdenaunvuenaeees 96,407 57 
Difference in favor of the last three years...............00e0008 $1,361 98 


It appears, therefore, that the expenses during the last three years not only have not exceeded those 
of the three preceding years, but have actually been less by the amount above stated. It will presently 
appear that the saving, so far as the question of economy is concerned, is much greater. 
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Of the value of such comparisons the minority of the committee have already expressed their opinion, 
and they do not mean to depart from it. But it seems to them very clear that, if this test is to be applied 
at all, it ought to be applied throughout, and where it would establish an improved economy due credit 
ought to be given. Policy, no less than justice, requires this, They therefore submit the comparison. 

Two remarks, however, are made on these contingent expenses which seem to require attention. 
The first is, that the contingent expenses have increased during the last three years, as compared with 
each other. They stand thus: 


CNet AAW ete O46 this Kee Kod WS Rs ORS R LEK DORA DON ek We Mee RO $28,792 50 
NORE TAT ee ee mee ee gee Perna Greer a ee eee rer! 30,966 10 
See aRiheck wns e ree Nae eeernn eee beacbaSUSedaweeeeeet neve’ 35,286 99 











The second remark is, that the expense of advertising (a part of the above) has much increased. 
It stands thus: 


EA Oe ie hy yi al Sod Mo ed id De oc ct $3,507 44 
NA Nt his cine vin aes ta eds be a ASE Wend 4a Shea saa 2,164 25 
ec eh Ai alensc ict wrscciiccans auido: ata tase eel ead wine seats 6,503 01 








The fact is certainly so; but it is easily and satisfactorily explained. It must be observed, in the first 
place, that the increased expense of advertising is of itself sufficient to account for the increase of the 
aggregate annual expenses, of which it forms a part; and therefore the whole matter resolves itself into 
a question “4 the expense of advertising. If that be satisfactorily accounted for, the whole is explained 
and justified. 

This new and additional expense of advertising has already been alluded to for a different purpose. 
It has been stated that, in the redemption of the debt, (sixes of 1813~14,) it became necessary to determine 
by lot what certificates should be redeemed, and, according to the provisions of the law under which the 
loans were obtained, to give “due notice” to the holders, Even without such obligation it would have 
been obviously just and expedient to do so, as the money would otherwise have lain dead in the Treasury 
till the holder might learn that it was there, and in the meantime he, as well as the country, would have 
lost the benefit of its employment. In the estimates for the year 1825, either from oversight, or, which is 
more probable, because when the estimate was prepared (January 10, 1825, printed documents, 1824~25) 
it was not foreseen that such a payment would be made, there was no allowance for this new expenditure 
incident to the discharge of the public debt. In the estimates for 1826, (January 5, 1826, printed docu- 
ments, 1825—26,) it was specially presented in these words: “ For advertising Treasury notices of the 
reimbursement of certain portions of the public debt, and also for proposals for loans, $3,000. To make 
good a deficiency for the same objects for the year 1825, $3,000.” In the estimates for 1827, (January 4, 
1827, printed documents, 1826~27,) it is found in these words: “ Advertising Treasury notices in relation 
to the reimbursement of the public debt discharged by lot, and specifically advertised, $6,000.” The 
appropriation bills founded upon these estimates made provision for this specific expense, amounting for 
the three years, 1825~26~27, to $12,000; so that these expenditures actually were founded upon estimates 
laid before Congress. The accounts before the committee show that the payments actually made out of 
the Treasury in three years, for this description of advertising, amounted to $9,274 35; a part of it, 
probably, yet remaining unpaid. The whole amount stated to have been paid for advertising, including 
both descriptions, $12,174 70, from which deducting the above sum for special advertisements, $9,274 35, 
it will leave for the ordinary advertising for the three years $2,900 35, or less than $1,000 a year, which 
is believed to be very reasonable. 

Now, passing by the very obvious remark that this special advertising was sanctioned and provided 
for by Congress as a necessary expenditure, the only question is, whether it could be dispensed with? 
The answer is, that it could by refraining from the payment of the public debt. And what would have 
been the gain? The amount of principal of the public debt paid in 1825~26~27 is $16,313,388 83, bearing 
an annual interest of $97,880 03, or about $298 a day. So that every day’s delay would have cost $298, 
and every year’s delay $97,880 03. Upon such a question it is impossible there should be a difference of 
opinion. It is an instance, however, to show that the small saving of an incidental expense might occasion 
a heavy loss, and it is applicable as an illustration to all the other branches of service. 

Having been led into this train of remark, it may be proper now to say that, in a comparative estimate, 
the extraordinary expenditure for special advertising ought to be deducted from the aggregate of con- 
tingent expenses. The case will then stand thus : 





The total of contingent expenses for 1825~26~27 being ..............- $95,045 59 
Deduct for apecial advertising... ... 2... .2..cccccscescccceccsccescecs 9,274 35 
Re NE Te I FO oi nnn sce reed ne sas econeoeces sdie eee 85,771 24 
The total for 1822—23~24, as before stated, being.............0.2eeees 96,407 57 
The difference in favor of the last three years is............00-e ee eees 10,636 33 


—_—_—_ 





Being a clear reduction of $3,545 44 a year 

Without intending to intimate that the expenditure during the first of these periods was excessive or 
extravagant, (which they deem ix just to declare they do not believe,) they still aver, as a matter of fact, 
that the expenses have not increased but have been reduced, and, as far as that fact goes to establish it, 
that there has been greater economy. 

After this exhibition of the general expenditure of the Treasury Department under the present 
Secretary, showing that there is no extravagance, but the contrary, it will be the less necessary to dwell 
at much length upon the several subordinate offices, whose expenses are items of the aggregate expendi- 
ture. If there has been economy in the aggregate, it is not easy to understand how there can have been 
a want of it in the parts. 

The minority of the committee will now proceed to state their views as to such of the offices as have 
occasioned remark. Of the Treasury and its ten subordinate offices nothing having the appearance of an 
objection has been offered with respect to any but two; which seems to establish that it is the opinion of 
the committee that in the office of the Secretary of the Treasury, and in eight of the subordinate offices, 
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there was nothing to object to. The inquiry is, therefore, limited to the remaining two as affording the 
only possible occasion for retrenchment; and as with respect to them it would only apply to the contingent 
expenses, the subject is of very little importance so far as saving is concerned. Small as it is, however, 
it is believed that the expectation of realizing it is founded in error. 


The Fourth Auditor’s Office. 


It is remarked that in this office there has been extraordinary increase of expenditure. For the last 
six years it stands thus— 


NE Nog ke a a LiL eae ee eta Gee ba dint reer idan $453 32 
eee onc le nic euinio eS eee Souieie eta ET eee Oro eee ae 690 19 
| eee ee rmee au ee ae ead seg 8 sis heed Brae ee 1,636 04 
Sr ee errr eee PT ne ere ee eee Ser 1,226 01 
1e36..... Sr ee er ee eT ere ae danas eek a re ee re ee 1,732 37 
rere ee ee ET ree REE Pee eT ET eT ee 2,132 27 


It is necessary here to repeat a remark which has been already made, namely, that the expenditure 
of a given year being greater than that of a preceding year is no proof of extravagance, but may reall 
be owing to the smallness of the preceding expenditure. That this was the case in the Fourth Auditor’s 
office is quite certain. For, upon estimates furnished by the Department, Congress, in the year 1822, 
appropriated for this office one thousand dollars, which was thought necessary for the service, yet in that 
year only $453 32 were expended; in 1823 $1,650 were estimated and appropriated, and only $690 19 
expended; in 1824, before the present Auditor was appointed, $1,800 were estimated and appropriated, 
being within $200 of what has been allowed for any subsequent year. Now, if in two years $2,650 were 
thought necessary for the service, and only $1,143 51 were expended, it must be evident that the apparent 
saving could not have been without the consequences already mentioned, and explains sufficiently why 
the expenditure afterwards was greater. But it is due to the present officer to say that the increase has 
not been owing to him, for the estimate of $1,800 was made some four or five months before he came into 
the office. The cause of the reduced expenditure in 18222324 is to be found in the history of the office. 
The predecessor of the present officer died in the month of June, 1824, of a lingering illness, as appears 
from the fact that the appropriation law of 1826 allowed to Thomas H. Gillis, chief clerk in the office, a 
compensation of $950 “for performing the service of the said Auditor during his last illness, from the 8th 
of October, 1823, to the 23d of June, 1824.” Recurring now to the items of expenditure in the remainder 
of that year and the three following years, it will be found that in 1824 and 1825 they consisted chiefly of 
the necessary stationery, including blank books, forms, &c., and of necessary repairs and office furniture. 
In 1826 there was added extra clerk hire, $677, and in 1827 extra clerk hire $300, which must, of course, 
have been authorized by the Secretary of the Treasury upon the ground of their necessity. These, it will 
readily be observed, are precisely the items in which an increased expense would be required to bring up 
arrears and put the office upon an eflicient footing. Besides, the number of vessels and men employed in 
the naval service has been augmented, and of course the number of accounts to be settled. The total 
estimates and appropriations for the last six years were $10,450, and the total expenditure was $7,870 20, 
the estimates and appropriation being as follows: 


| ESR antes ane ae Bedcotv ites eee ee oie, 
a POEL ee ve arith hs aeciweeessee mae 
(OR... ... NO etre th asnigy aise puanucuhe vee’ See a 
NO hs oss ioninnh onbouan dh SI RRwAV EE neacenae 2,000 
I iy ee kei neecceeles aieeexbed sl chaled eta eae 2,000 
| ECS iy ae EE RE Rane AT 2,000 

10,450 


Being $2,579 80 more than the expenditure. 

It must be evident, upon a little reflection, that no conclusion to be relied upon can be derived from 
comparing one office with another, as for example, the Fourth Auditor with the Third or the Fifth. The 
expense of each must depend upon the nature of its business. The Fourth Auditor is the accounting 
officer of the Navy, and his service requires very expensive books and forms, which swell the account of 
stationery. Something, too, may depend upon the mode of charging the contingencies, whether to the 
particular office or to the general Treasury contingencies; to either of which some may be thought to 
belong. 

Neither is the comparison to be relied upon which supposes the contingencies to bear a proportion to 
the number of clerks. . In addition to the reasons already given, there is one which is entirely conclusive. 
Among the contingencies of the Fourth Auditor’s office for 1826 there is an item for extra clerk hire of 
$677 ; and in 1827 of $300; together, $977. Now, this is owing to the small number of clerks, and not 
to the great number. The extra clerk hire was necessary, because the permanent clerks were not equal 
to the business. | 

er after all, the difference is not so great as seems to be supposed. Taking six years past, they 
stand thus : 


NN oe ops gies ya wdacd Bie eae Eee Pe Lee Pee Ces ee ee $5,605 93 

I oc ok chk A ba NWa bs 6s kd ad bee wnncd EOS Eee eT TT ee Cee eT pe Te 7,870 20 
For the same period the First and Third Auditor stand thus : 

Tree che eases Se ee Sane ee IT Te Teer m 

MO MINOR. oa cnr ivccccce Bigot are a Alaees re Te ee pi eon ke heA eke eee, 





A greater difference than between the two former, but by no means leading to any belief that the 
latter are extravagant. It depends upon the nature of the office. 

That this difference is well understood, and the manner of its operation exactly considered, is evident 
from this, that the estimates and appropriations for one office differ from those for another quite as much 
as the expenditures. In the years 1824-25 they were as follows : 
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they are furnished. 


might be informed and quieted. 


affairs. 


that it ought not to be alluded to reproachfully. 


upon the subject. 


ever for supposing extravagance or want of economy. 








any other of the officers. Their accounts were before the committee. 
the same, and the results would be the same Of this the minority of the committee are well satisfied, 
and it would be a useless expenditure of time and trouble to go through them. 

They will only add, therefore, that, by the act of 20th February, 1819, the Second Auditor, in addition 
to his former duties, was charged with the examination of all unsettled accounts arising out of Indian 


AU 5S ol SC hw INN s OeUES bi oN TRaR ede RSE piles 
Ee SES FON DEANE E ED sb wha hea seneeaaeeer Sadie 
I ins os 4 CN eeK Oe Ke eo Te ee Te Pee ee ee pixedsr 
Fourth Auditor....... Ore RTO a Pe ice SE cs, Sears COS) eA ies iad 
eT re eee Bale ai aep erat ohare lo ee Save wae sie eeats 


1824. 


$800 

600 
1,000 
1,800 
1,200 






1825. 


$300 

600 
1,000 
2,000 
1,200 


The whole question is, therefore, a question of details, and not of comparison of one year with 
another; or of one office with another. It requires an examination of the items and of the vouchers; and 
as that has been done in preparing the estimates and in settling the accounts; as the expenditures have 
been annually presented, and the vouchers remained open to the inspection of the committees of the 
House for that purpose appointed; and as, withal, the service has been efficiently performed, the minority 
of the committee see no ground for doubt. They think the explanation of the Fourth Auditor in his letter 
laid before the committee entirely satisfactory. As to the necessity of annual estimates, they fully agree 
to it, and it would be inexcusable in Congress if they were not required. But they are required, and 

It may be thought that the minority of the committee have dwelt too long and too minutely upon 
this part of the inquiry. But it seemed due to the officer who might appear to be implicated, and it was 
due to the House and the country, that every suggestion of extravagance should be thoroughly investi- 
gated, in order that, if found to exist, it might be corrected, and if not found to exist, the public mind 


There will be no necessity to go into an investigation of a similar kind as to the Second Auditor, or 


The principles of investigation are 


There was an examination of witnesses, also, before the committee, with respect to 
flice of the Register of the Treasury; | as it did »stablish anything calculated to disparage the 
ollice of the Register of the Treasury; but as it did not establish anything caiculat parag 
services of the individual in question, and the Register, an old and valuable public servant, and a good 
judge, estimated them highly, (as will appear from his evidence,) it is unnecessary to make any remark 


T. B. Dashiel received......... cath be Meee ae GAG NaS ekees re ee tT 

2 Ye ee Pee res ee ee eT Te eee coocce 1360 = OOO 
eae ee rere pide uees ieRTREDCED. waco eee ws aes 1,000 + 150 
SS re needa soak aware ete ita iis ec a ra eae eatites 800 + 200 
Samuel Brooks, who had before received $1,700. ............. cin Wate ili ae Gea ee 
IG AA inten RAG a bh as Sais aaw eae in aPkee wks aes eee eer re eee 
Being the same as was paid before....... doe aoe NRNWA SRM ENGRES SW ORG +54 90840 0 WER 


While upon the subject of the Treasury, it may be proper to advert to an occurrence in the office of 
the late Treasurer of the United States, one of the oldest and most approved officers of the Government, 
and a most estimable citizen. It appeared from the examination of witnesses that the chief clerk of the 
Treasurer, Samuel Brooks, who had been for thirty years employed in that service, became infirm from 
age, and his strength and faculties declining, he was, at length, rather a hindrance than a help to the 
business. His salary was $1,700 a year. That the growth of his infirmities was known to Congress is 
very evident; for, in the year 1824, an assistant was by law allowed to the “chief clerk,” with a com- 
pensation of $400 a year, which has since been provided for by the appropriation laws. 
this aged servant of the public having at last arrived at the point of incapacity above stated, and he 
being in very poor circumstances, as appears from the testimony of Mr. Nourse, an arrangement was 
made by which the salaries of the other clerks were respectively advanced, in the whole $900, and he 
was reduced to the salary of $800, being the lowest in the office, exc pt of the assistant clerk. By this 
arrangement it will be seen that the whole amount of clerk hire was not increased. 
more work than they had done before, or otherwise would have done. 


The infirmity of 


The other clerks did 
Their pay was as follows : 


$1,400 4 $300 


$1,700 
1,400 
1,150 
1,000 
800 
400 


6,450 


But Mr. Brooks continued to receive the salary for a year after he became incapacitated for service, 
during the first quarter, at the rate of $1,700, and for the remaining three quarters at the rate of $800. 

This, it will be seen, is precisely one of those cases which will sometimes, but very rarely, occur, pre- 
senting difficulties not easily disposed of. Congress seems to have felt their full force. 
stated, incidentally, in the letter of the Fourth Auditor, his predecessor appears to have reported the fact 
that one of his clerks, who had been more than twenty-five years in the office, had become blind and 
superannuated, and unable to render any service; yet Congress had continued the annual appropriation for 
his compensation. It further appears that Congress allowed a compensation to Mr. Gillis for his services 
during the protracted last illness of the late Fourth Auditor. And in the very case now under considera- 
tion they allowed an extra clerk to assist the chief clerk in the performance of the duties which age and 
infirmity rendered him unable to perform. That, under these circumstances, and with this intimation of 
the opinion of Congress, it was the duty of the late Treasurer to turn out the aged servant to starve is 
what the minority of the committee would be sorry to be obliged to affirm. u 
shocks the feelings of every man. Yet there is strong objection to allowing much discretion in such 
vases. It is not in accordance with the spirit of our Government. Perhaps, then, it is best to leave the 
matter as it now stands, each instance (and they will be very rare) to be determined upon its own cir- 
cumstances, Congress having the power to lay down a rule whenever it may seem necessary and practi- 
cable. Yn the meantime (if the late Treasurer made the arrangement above stated) it is due to his 
memory to say that he did it with the knowledge of Congress, and that it seems equitable 


In an instance 


There is something in it which 


and just, and 


a clerk in the 


And here the minority of the committee will conclude their observations upon the expenditures of 
the Treasury, satisfied that the facts they have stated are sufficient to show that there is no ground what. 
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The organization of the accounting branches of that Department, and the forms of proceeding, and 
whether, in these particulars, greater efficiency and economy might be attained, are questions of grave 
import, upon which the minority of the committee are not prepared to express an opinion. The forms of 
proceeding, or what may be termed the system of the Treasury, is venerable from its origin, being coeval 
with the establishment of the Government, and has hitherto been preserved through all the changes which 
have occurred in the administration of the Department, from a conviction of its practical excellence. It 
has the full sanction of experience. The checks which it contains, constituting a principal object in the 
proper arrangement of a Treasury, have been supposed to be well adapted to their purpose, of securing 
the faithful application of the public moneys, and preventing them from being improperly drawn out. In 
this respect it is believed that no defect has hitherto been discovered. _ 

The simplification of this system, or the taking away of some of the established forms, intended as 
checks, it is supposed, would render it more easy to get money out of the Treasury. But is there no 
danger that excess in that direction may render it too easy, and thus defeat the great object of guarding 
the Treasury from improper drafts? This is a question of vast importance, and involves considerations 
of a much more serious character than those which belong to the question of contingent expenses of the 
Departments. It is not alleged, and the minority of the committee do not believe, that those who are 
entitled to receive money from the Treasury experience delay or inconvenience. Facilities to those who 
are not entitled is precisely what ought to be avoided. They would expose the Treasury to be plundered, 
and the money placed there for the public service to be applied to improper uses. 

That*this system is the best that could be devised is more than the minority of the committee would 
take upon them to assert. But if, in the experience of forty years, it has been found to be free from 
defect, and fully to answer its purpose, and so continues to the present moment, they have no hesitation 
in saying that they do not know how there can be a beter; and in this they are supported by the authority 
- all the distinguished citizens who have been at its head, including the very eminent man who devised 
the system. 

To give up what is certain for what is uncertain; to propose reform where no defect exists; to 
administer medicine te the well; is contrary to every dictate of prudence. A wise man has said “it is 
good also not to try experiments in States, except the necessity be urgent, or the utility evident; and 
well to beware that it be the reformation that draweth on the change, and not the desire of change that 
pretendeth the reformation.” 

At all events, it must be admitted that before an existing system is changed the system to be sub- 
stituted ought to be clearly stated, in order that we may have the benefit of estimating, at least, its 
probable operation, before we allow it to supersede one which has borne the test of experience. And 
even then we should ponder and hesitate before we allow an untried theory to supplant what has been 
proved to be good. There is much weight in the maxim, “let well enough alone.” 

It has been suggested, also, that the organization of the accounting department of the Treasury might 
be reduced, and some of the officers dispensed with. 

This organization was established by the act of the 3d of March, 1817. Referring to that act for the 
details, the minority of the committee will only observe that it abolished three officers and established five. 

The act of the 3d of March, 1817, was passed upon great deliberation, and with the benefit of the 
best lights that could be obtained. By a resolution of the Senate of the 20th of April, 1815, the 
Secretaries were required jointly to report “a plan to insure the annual settlement of the public accounts 
and a more certain accountability of the public expenditure in their respective Departments.” On the 6th 
of December, 1816, a report was made, signed by James Monroe, William H. Crawford, George Graham, 
(Acting Secretary of War,) and B. W. Crowninshield. This report, the result of much investigation, by 
men of high standing and great experience, thoroughly acquainted with the working of the system, 
recommended, among other things, the organization now existing, and stated their reason at large, for 
which we refer to the report among the documents of Congress. The act of March, 1817, adopted the 
plan recommended, established the offices, and assigned to them their respective duties, subject to cer- 
tain alterations, permitted to be made by the Executive. The minority of the committee perceive nothing 
in the history of this plan to induce a belief that it was temporary, or intended only for a particular 
occasion. On the contrary, it was evidently meant to be a permanent arrangement, provided (the only 
sense in which any such plan can be intended to be permanent) it should be found to answer its purpose. 

It may be affirmed, therefore, in the first place, that it has great authority in its favor, from the 
character and knowledge of those who devised and of those who adopted it, as well as from the delibera- 
tion with which it was introduced. 

In the next place, it may be observed, that its objects were of the highest importance “to insure the 
annual settlement of the public accounts and a more certain accountability of the public expenditures,” 
in which the former plan is supposed to have been deficient. 

And, in the last place, it may be observed, that it has not disappointed the expectations that it would 
“insure the annual settlement of the public accounts.and a more certain accountability of the public 
expenditure.” 

Its having been attended with some small increase of expense (if the fact be so) would be no argu- 
ment against it; nor would a possible small saving be an argument of any weight in favor of a change. 
It is not a question of expense, but of efficiency. The whole expense might be saved by abolishing the 
accounting department. But what would be the consequence? That no accounts would be settled. 
Those who proposed and those who adopted the plan foresaw that it would, perhaps, occasion some small 
increase of expense; but what was that in comparison with the prompt settlement of accounts and certain 
accountability ? The whole expenditure from the Treasury, to the amount of millions, is authorized and 
checked by this Department. There every individual must exhibit his accounts and vouclters. He 
cannot receive payment or acquittance until his account is settled. There, too, the Treasury finds its 
protection against unjust claims. The citizen ought not to be delayed in receiving what is due to him; 
the Treasury ought not to be burdened with payments he is not entitled to. Upon this principle the 
organization rests; and if it be effectual, great caution ought to be used in permitting a change. The 
loss to the citizen or to the public consequent upon an error would greatly outweigh any small saving 
of expense, even if that be practicable. 

If it be within the range of their duty, the minority of the committee would state that they fully 
concur in the suggestion of the report of 1816, that there ought to be a law officer connected with the 
Treasury to superintend the suits brought by the United States. It is believed that there are at times 
some millions of dollars in controversy. Up to the time of suit brought the concern is fiscal; thence- 
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forward it is legal, and requires the superintendence of a mind accustomed to, and employed in, legal 
pursuits. Whether this duty might be devolved upon the Attorney General, with an increase of salary 
and a restriction of practice, is a question upon which they would not undertake to speak too positively. 
It depends upon considerations which they have not had time nor opportunity sufficiently to examine. 
But it appears to them that the other duties of the Attorney General, in themselves of great magnitude, 
require in that officer an extent and variety of knowledge and of professional skill which must be kept 
up by study and by familiar and daily converse with the business of the profession, so as to place him at 
least upon a footing of equality with the eminent lawyers of the United States. They doubt whether 
restricting him to a bureau would be compatible with such attainments. 

For fuller explanation the minority of the committee refer to two letters from the Secretary among 
the papers of the committee, which will be found to be interesting and satisfactory. 

In conclusion, they would remark that the expenses of all the Departments, especially in the articles 
of extra clerk hire and stationery, are much increased by calls, during the sessions of Congress, made by 
the House or by committees, which calls have of late become very numerous. They must be answered 
without delay; and they involve the necessity of either suspending some portion of the current business 
(which cannot well be done) or of employing additional clerks for the occasion. Whether, in this respect, 
any corrective is necessary or advisable, which would reduce the number of calls, belongs to another 
head of inquiry. Unless the Legislature can apply a xemedy, the officers must continue to comply with 
every call; for the most ardent enthusiast will not contend that they have, or ought to have, any discretion. 





WAR DEPARTMENT, INCLUDING CONTINGENCIES OF INDIAN DEPARTMENT. 


The minority of the committee next ask the attention of the House to the Department of War. 
Within the wide limits of this Department is included nearly one-half of the entire expenditure of the 
Government, with the exception of the national debt. It will be recollected, however, that under this 
head are comprehended various items of expenditure, such as fortifications, pensions, Indian affairs, and 
internal improvements, not strictly connected with the cost of the Army. 

The magnitude of the expenditure necessarily provided for under the head of this Department, 
together with the jealousy naturally felt in free countries on the subject of the maintenance of a military 
force in time of peace, has ever made an economy of disbursement in this branch a favorite object with 
patriotic statesmen. On the accession of Mr. Monroe to the presidency, a more efficient organization and 
a more energetic administration were introduced into the Army by the late Secretary of War. Three 
years afterwards a reduction took place of the Army itself to three-fifths of its former size, by an act of 
Congress passed for that object. A corresponding diminution of expenditure of course resulted from this 
reduction; and from that time to the present the tendency of the Department has been to a retrenchment 
of expense; and in the items and branches dependent on the administration of the Department, a diminu- 
tion of expenditure has been effected under its present head. 

On the organization of the Committee on Retrenchment a copy of the circular letter already alluded 
to was sent to the Department of War. From the communication of the Department, received in reply, 
the minority of the committee beg leave to make the following extract: “To manifest to the satisfaction 
of the committee this economical tendency, I have caused a synopsis to be prepared of the disbursements 
for the last nine years, divided into periods: the first embracing from 1819 to 1821, both inclusive; the 
second, from 1822 to 1824; and the third, from 1825 to 1827. By referring to the heads subject to the 
discretion of the Department, it will be seen that the amount of disbursements has been lessened. The 
item in the Quartermaster’s Department in the first period was $1,381,045, (omitting parts of a dollar ;) 
in the last, $896,935; and although the greater number of troops in the first period must be taken into 
the account, yet, after making the proper allowance for this circumstance, still the relative saving must 
be obvious. So, also, with the contingencies of the Army. In the first period this item of expense 
amounted to $160,100; in the latter to $39,391; and comparing the first year, 1819, in the first series, 
with the last year in the last series, 1827, it will be found in the former case that it amounted to $82,563, 
and in the latter to $10,922. So, also, with the contingencies of the Indian Department. In the second 
period (before which the contingencies were blended with the pay of agents, &c.) they amounted to 
$315,959; in the last to $292,800; showing a saving in that branch of expenditure of $23,159 in three 
years.” 
It will be observed that the foregoing summary statement was accompanied, as is observed by the 
Secretary, with tables showing the amount of expenditure of the three periods of three years each. It 
could not, therefore, have been the object of the Secretary to suppress the second period, and bring that 
of his own administration into a comparison with the first period alone. Neither could it have been his 
design to conceal the fact that a part of the reduction of the expenditure was owing to the reduction of 
the army from 10,000 men to 6,000; for he expressly refers to this reduction, and makes allowance for its 
effect. His object was to illustrate the position, that the tendency of the Department was to economy in 
those branches of expenditure which are within the control of the Department; aud certainly no better method 
of doing this existed than to compare the first period with the last, showing, thereby, the extent to which 
the retrenchment had gone; but with no illiberal design of intimating that the reduction had not been 
progressive through the second period, or that the credit of it was due exclusively to the present admin- 
istration of the Department. 

If, indeed, it can be made to appear either that the process of retrenchment has been checked or that 
discretionary expenditure has unnecessarily increased under the present administration, then of course 
it must forfeit all claim to the credit of a wise frugality of the public money. 

The minority of the committee will accordingly examine the facts on which both these charges have 
been intimated against the present administration of the Department. It has been stated that while the 
business of the Department has greatly decreased in some of its branches, particularly in the Bounty Land 
and Pension offices, the number of clerks now employed is as large as it was nine years ago, when the 
business was, perhaps, tenfold as great. In consequence of the diminution of business, it has been alleged 
that a system of reducing the number of clerks had been commenced under the late administration of the 
Department by refraining from filling vacancies as they occurred, which, however, have since been filled 
by the present Secretary, although it cannot be doubted that there has been a considerable decrease of 
business since he came into oftice. hae 

There appears in this assumed statement of facts some misapprehension, which the minority ask 
leave to rectify. In 1819 there were thirty-seven clerks in the Department proper. On the accession of 
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the present Secretary he found seventeen clerks in the Department authorized by law. In 1827 one more 
was added to the Bureau of Indian Affairs, by the act of Congress, and on the recommendation of a Com- 
mittee of Indian Affairs, headed by a member of singular vigilance and caution in the expenditure of the 
public money.* In the.same year a vacancy of a clerkship occurred in the Pension office, which the 
Secretary did not fill. 

It appears, therefore, that so far is it from the fact that the same number of clerks is now employed 
which was employed nine years ago, that the number is less by twenty; this reduction took place under 
the late head of the Department, in consequence, of course, of the great reduction in the business of the 
office, but the present head of the Department has not filled these twenty vacancies, as alleged, (which 
he could not have done by law,) but has, on the contrary, forborne to fill a vacancy which has occurred in 
the Pension office. The additional clerk in the Bureau of Indian Affairs was provided for in consequence 
of the increase of business in that bureau and by act of Congress. 

It does not appear that there is, or naturally could be, any diminution in the general business of the 
Department under the present administration, the Army remaining the same, and some of the relations 
intrusted to the War Department, such as Indian affairs, having become more extensive and complicated. 
In the Bounty Land and Pension offices there has been some diminution of business; and, as has been 
already seen, a vacancy in the latter has not been filled. But it will be borne in mind that the decrease 
in the number of pensioners does not imply a decrease, in any degree proportionate, in the business of the 
office. The labor of the office is mainly in examining applications; and unsuccessful applications generally 
speaking, cause more labor than the successful. They involve a larger correspondence with the applicants, 
and the examination of informal or inadequate testimony, which is generally more in detail than regular 
vouchers. The officers and soldiers of the Revolution, and more especially their heirs, are daily presenting 
claims for land bounties. The imperfection of the records makes the search after the evidence of their service 
exceedingly laborious. There are but two clerks engaged in that particular duty; and if indisposition, 
casualty, or a press of inquiry as to claims exist, delay would be the result of weakening the force applied 
to this branch of the business; and this delay would produce injury to just claimants, and dissatisfaction 
to all. The Pension office, during the present session of Congress, has been so crowded with business that, 
notwithstanding the well-known vigilance and fidelity of the officer at the head of that bureau, it was in 
arrears near two months. Such, often during the session of Congress, is the pressure on this office that 
there is the best authority for stating that it would require double the number of clerks actually employed 
to keep up the current business, and a portion of it is necessarily postponed till the summer. The minority 
of the committee, therefore, conceive that the statement that a disposition to check the progress of reduc- 
tion in the number of the clerks in the War Department exists on the part of the head of that Department 
rests on misconception, and is unsupported by the facts of the case. 

Equally unfounded, in the apprehension of the minority of the committee, is the suggestion that, on 
a comparison of the three years of the present administration with the three immediately preceding, aa 
increase instead of a diminution of expenditure of the Army has taken place in any item within the 
control of the Department. 

The majority of the committee, by instituting a comparison between the gross expenditure of the 
Department of War for the years 1822, 1823, and i824, and the gross expenditure of 1825, 1826, 1827, 
find an excess against the Department for the last three years, of $1,627,175. That this is an apparent 
result, and not a real one, justifying a charge of needless expeiditure on the part of the Department, will be 
made clear by a very few statements. Those parts of the expenditure only which depend on the discretion 
of the Department can be fairly made the basis of praise or censure in reference to their economy or 
profuseness. ‘To charge the head of a Department with an extravagant increase of expenditure because 
Congress have deliberately enacted laws extending the establishments of the country, or adding to their 
expensiveness, is manifestly unjust. On applying this principle it will be found that, in the single article 
of fortifications, an increase of appropriations has taken place in the last three years, compared with the 
three preceding, of more than $800,000, as appears from the following table: 


Expended on fortifications. 
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The expenditure of the Indian Department was likewise much increased in the year 1826 by events 
over which the head of the Department of War had no control. More than $500,000 were appropriated 
that year for carrying into execution the Creek treaty, over and above the other Indian expenditure, which 
in some other branches had increased with the extension of our relations with the native tribes. The 
appropriations for arming the fortifications, for erecting new arsenals, for extending the Cumberland road, 
&c., all items of expense, either wholly or additional, or of greater amount than the corresponding items 
of the former period, and all authorized by acts of legislation, go to relieve the administration of the 
Department from any blame on the score of the alleged increase of expenditure. 

If we take a view of the expenditure of the Army proper for the last three and the three preceding years, 
and make allowance for some items of increased expenditure required by acts of Congress, it will be 
found that a saving has occurred indicative of a vigilant and well-directed economy. 

For the more full understanding of the annexed table (A) it is necessary to remark that, in the article 
* Mr. Cocke, of Tennessee. 
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of clothing, the Department, during the years 1822, 1823, and 1824, had the advantages of the supplies on 
hand before the reduction of the Army. For the four years, 1818, 1819, 1820, and 1821, the expenditure 
‘for clothing, though constantly diminished, was, on an average of the four years, $403,048 per annum. 
On the reduction of the Army a proportionate amount of surplus stock was placed at the disposition of 
the Department, and for the three succeeding years the aggregate of clothing was but $448,651. But 
the stock now becoming exhausted, it has risen in 1825, 1826, and 1827, to $690,886 in the aggregate; 
this, however, includes an extra preparation of one thousand suits of clothing in the year 1826, placed in 
the remote depots to meet the casualties of service, and still remaining in depot. This led to an increased 
expenditure in that year (1826) of $44,473. In the same year an additional pair of shoes was granted to 
each soldier, the former supply having been found inadequate. This added $7,029 to the annual cost of 
the clothing of the Army proper beyond previous years, and makes for the two years of 1826 and 1827 the 
sum of $14,058. In the same year the forage cap of the Army underwent an improvement in quality and 
fashion, in pursuance of an alteration made by the late Secretary of War, in the revised regulations 
published in March, 1825, by which the price of that article was increased from fifty cents to $1 70, and 
an expenditure for that object was produced in 1826, over what it had cost in previous years, of $1,370. 
In 1827 it was deemed necessary to make an extra preparation of a year’s supply for two regiments of 
infantry, to be placed in depot at New Orleans and Detroit, to remain as depots of reserve, by which an 
increased expenditure was occasioned of $40,383. In the same year a preparation was made of fents, the 
war supply having become exhausted, and none of that article having been before procured since the 
peace. This occasioned an increased expenditure beyond that of any former year of $10,425. The aggre- 
gate of the increased expenditure on these several items for objects not comprehended in the expenditure 
of the years 1822, 1823, 1824, is $116,709. The House will perceive that they are all objects required by 
the exigency of the service, and that for many of them the full worth of the expenditure is on hand, in the 
form of supplies, in the public depots. 

By an act of Congress of March 2, 1827, an increase of pay was allowed to captains and subalterns. 
The addition made by this act to the expense of the Army was for pay $10,566, and for subsistence $27,511, 
making a total of $38,077 of increased expenditure for the year 1827, arising from positive legislation. The 
increase of the expense in the Quai': rmaster’s Department, in consequence of the movement of the troops 
on the western frontier, ought not to be forgotten in this comparative survey, inasiauch as it was obviously 
not within the control of the Department. 

When the proper deductions are made on the foregoing grounds, it will be perceived that a consider- 
able reduction of expenditure must have taken place; and that the increase of the disbursements of 1826 
over those of 1825 was owing to extra appropriations, and to othe: causes over which the Department has 
no control. In making this statement it is not the design of a minority of the committee to institute an 
invidious comparison between the present and a former administration of the Department, but to assert 
the claim of its present head to a full share of all the credit due for an economical, efficient, and prudent 
administration of its affairs. 

The Indian affairs of the United States form a very important branch of the duties of the Department 
of War, and to these the attention of the minority of the committee has been particularly directed 


A. 


Comparative statement of the expenditures of the Army proper for the years 1822, 1823, 1824, 1825, 1826, 1827. 
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* In 1826 an additional appropriation has been made for 1,000 complete suits of extra clothing, to be put in depot, and for one additional pair of shoes, 
to be allowed for each enlisted soldier per annum, amounting to $51,502 45. 
t¢ On the 2d of March, 1827, an act was passed by Congress allowing each captain and subaltern in the Army one additional ration, and every officer in 
the actual command of a company ten dollars per month additional pay. $38,077 08 were required in 1827 under this act. 
WILLIAM LEE. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Second Auditor’s Office, May 8, 1828. 


CONTINGENCIES OF THE INDIAN DEPARTMENT. 


The relations of the Government of the United States to the tribes and remnants of tribes of Indians 
within our territorial limits are important and complicated. These relations are productive of very con- 
siderable and probably growing expense, of a nature not admitting of that degree of specification in the 
appropriations which is attainable in most branches and desirable in all. Their state of barbarism, or 
very imperfect civilization, gives to our control over them the form of parental discretion rather than that 
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of legal authority. The peculiar nature of their right in the soil ; the conditions on which their cessions 
have been made to the United States ; their connexion with us as temporary or permanent annuitants : 
the obligations of the United States to effect the extinguishment of the title of some of the tribes to their’ 
lands within the limits of States ; the condition of some others that have migrated under our patronage ; 
the proneness of some of the more warlike tribes to disturb the peace of the frontiers by wars amon 
each other ; the effects of the gradual advancement of our own population upon the confines of Indian 
territory ; and the tenderness which reason and humanity require to be exercised towards an inferior and 
unfortunate race of men daily vanishing before us, are considerations which will readily lead to the 
inference that our relations with these tribes cannot be successfully administered without the control of 
a considerable fund for contingent expenditure—in many cases without any other security for its proper 
application than the oaths and honor of the head of the Department, the general fidelity of the accounting 
officers, and the want of strong temptation to corrupt expenditure among remote and scattered savages, 
exercising no control over the ends which corrupt expenditure of public moneys is naturally designed to 
effect. 

A reorganization of the Indian Department took place, in part, in 1822, and more effectually in 1824, 
and from the former period a considerable and permanent economy has taken place in the contingent 
expenditure, as will appear from the following abstract of appropriations : 


In May, 1822, appropriated for contingent expenses of Indian Department...... anes ere $75,000 
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It is to be observed that a considerable portion of this seeming reduction has been produced by 
making specific appropriations for objects formerly comprehended under the contingent expenditure. The 
minority of the committee are pleased to see, in the various estimates for the Indian service which have 
proceeded from the Department of War, that there has been a constant tendency to refer everything to 
specific appropriation which it was possible beforehand to provide for ; and that, though the amount of 
requisite contingent expenditure would in itself naturally increase as our relations with the Indian tribes 
grow more complicated, and a larger number of these, our unfortunate fellow-beings, are brought within 
the reach of our Government, (as has actually been the case, more and more, from the foundation of the 
Government,) yet the contingent fund has, by applying the pri-ciple of specifice appropriation, been 
kept within the limits at which it stood five years ago; it ou, * proportionably, to have been much 
greater. Whoever shall pass in review our Indian relations for we last three years will admit at once 
that nothing but the most rigid and well-digested economy on the one hand, and a resort to specific 
appropriations on the other, could have produced this result. 

In examining the accounts which have been submitted to them of the expenditure of the contingent 
fund for the Indian Department, although there are several items which, of course, cannot be understood 
without explanation, (from the impossibility of bringing within a line or two in an account the history 
of an extensive transaction,) yet the minority of the committee have discovered no item which, in their 
judgment, has not been or might not be rendered perfectly intelligible and justifiable by an application 
for information to the proper quarter. On a few of the items of these accounts, to which exception has 
been or possibly may be taken, the minority of the committee ask the attention of the House. 

One of these is a payment of $753 to William Thompson, who, during a period of twenty-one months, 
commencing in August, 1824, under the Secretaryship of Mr. Calhoun, and terminating in May, 1826, was 
occasionally employed in the Indian Bureau in rendering services as an assistant clerk. The minority of 
the committee have no reason to think that any blame ought to be attached to the former head of the 
Department for the commencement or to the present head of the Department for the continuance of this 
trifling article of expenditure down to the time when it was specifically provided for by law by the 
creation of another clerkship. Mr. Thompson was not permanently taken into the service as an additional 
clerk, but was occasionally employed under a press of business, as is and has been done of necessity in 
every department of the Government from its foundation. He was paid only for the time actually 
employed by him in the public service, and that at a rate of compensation calculated on a salary of $1,000 
per annum. The necessity of his services was sufficiently indicated by a report from a committee of the 
House of Representatives recommending another clerk in the Department, which recommendation was 
sanctioned by an act of Congress the succeeding year. The minority of the committee can perceive no 
objection whatever to this transaction ; and as Mr. Thompson’s employment was an extra and incidental 
service in the Indian Bureau, they know of no fund but the contingent fund of that Department out of 
which his allowance could have been properly paid. 

The expenditure of the sum of three hundred and ten dollars for books in the office of the chief clerk 
for Indian Affairs may require a brief explanation. These books are represented as treating of “ politics, 
statistics, history, biography, and theology.” The minority of the committee believe that most of the 
volumes thus deposited in the Indian Bureau have been purchased with a view to assist the rosponsible 
officer at the head of it in the discharge of the various and multiplied duties of his office. One of the 
most expensive of the works, itself costing between a third and a fourth of the whole sum expended, 
certainly a small one, is Niles’ Register, a work of indispensable necessity in almost every public office 
of the Government, and one of frequent use for reference in the Indian office. Not unlike in general 
utility is the work of Dr. Seybert, believed to be the only work on “statistics ” which the little collection 
contains, and in which very important information touching the regions occupied by some of the tribes 
of Indians is contained. Some of the historical and biographical works have connexion with Indians and 
Indian affairs. Those said to be on “theology” are supposed to be the periodical journals published by 
the different religious and charitable associations who have the direction of the missionary schools among 
the Indians, and the expenditure of a portion of the fund for their civilization; and it is well known that 
in these volumes is embraced a great amount of information of all kinds relative to the condition and 
character of the Indian tribes. These works seem generally, to the minority of the committee, of a class 
likely to be useful in the office of Indian Affairs, and to the head of the Department, in preparing their 
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reports and discharging other official duties connected with Indian affairs. They have, of course, been 
collected from time to time as occasion required or opportunity offered. They have properly, therefore, 
been considered as an item of contingent expense, in like manner as much larger expenditures of the 
same kind are made by the House of Representatives out of its contingent fund. <A few of the volumes 
might, perhaps, have been dispensed with, unless they may be brought by a liberal discretion within the 
limits of furniture to the office. In general, the minority of the committee, instead of censuring this 
item of expenditnre, are apprehensive, from its smallness, that many works of practical utility in the 
office must still be wanting, and they would see with pleasure that care was taken by the head of the 
Department gradually to collect within the Indian office all such works, printed and manuscript, as are 
required for the intelligent and efficient discharge of its duties. It occasionally happens in the history of 
a people that the most important national questions are seriously affected by the authority of a few books 
ora map. By such authorities at the present time a controversy respecting a tract of land about as 
large as the State of Massachusetts is to be decided on the northeastern frontier of the Union. The 
minority of the committee will have occasion presently to allude to an expenditure for a single menuscript 
book contracted for by Mr. Jefferson to an amount three-fifths larger than the whole sum now under 
consideration, with a reference to the southwestern boundary of the Indian territory of the United States. 
And the minority of the committee are fearful, even now, that if either House of Congress were to call 
upon the Department for a statement ef the boundaries, numbers, history, and present condition of the 
several Indian tribes within our territorial limits, (a statement closely connected with matters in legislation 
at the present moment, ) that the Department would find itself in want of some of the printed and manuscript 
works needful to furnish the answer to such a call. 

The settlement and payment of the accounts of Dr. John Sibley, formerly employed by Mr. Jefferson 
as an Indian agent and on general confidential service, have been the subject of animadversion. It 
appears from a letter of Mr. Jefferson, which the minority of the committee herewith submit, that great 
importance was attached to his services, and that he acquitted himself highly to the satisfaction of the 
Executive in the discharge of his duties. Dr. Sibley continued in the service of the Government till 1814; 
his accounts were regularly rendered; his drafts were always accompanied by letters of advice; and he 
never overdrew. On the termination of his agency, in 1814, he claimed a balance due him, and in 1816, 
and repeatedly for several years, application was made to the Department by the honorable Josiah S. 
Johnston, as attorney of Dr. Sibley, for the settlement of his accounts, the allowance of which had been 
delayed, according to the official statement from the Second Auditor’s office, on account of “some slight 
informality.” These repeated applications of Mr. Johnston for the settlement of Dr. Sibley’s accounts 
proved ineffectual, in consequence of the vast accumulation of business in the office growing out of the 
war. During this interval, viz: from July, 1818, to February, 1821, Dr. Sibley was again employed in 
the public service as surgeon to the troops stationed at Natchitoches, and on forwarding his account for 
services as such to the amount of $502 50 payment of it was withheld in consequence of the appearance 
of a balance against him on his old account as Indian agent. This led to an investigation of that account, 
which was adjusted and allowed as far as vouchers could be found; but for want of vouchers, (which had 
been duly forwarded at the time to the Department, and lost,) several items were disallowed, and a 
balance found against Dr. Sibley of $584 03. Against this settlement Dr. Sibley, by his letter of May 
28, 1821, protested, and alleged that the United States would be found, on the just settlement of his 
accounts, which he had for some years solicited by his attorney, considerably indebted to him. In support 
of this allegation, Dr. Sibley again collected, or caused to be collected, such documents and vouchers as 
could be procured by him after so long a lapse of time to substantiate his claims. The last of these was 
a letter from Mr. Jefferson, which the minority of the committee submit as a satisfactory attestation to 
Dr. Sibley’s character and the value of his services in the estimation of the administration that employed 
him. The minority of the committee have examined all the other vouchers and documents in support of 
these claims. They deem them full and sufficient, and more ample than could have been expected after 
such a lapse of time. They forbear from making them a part of this report solely from a desire f keep 
it within moderate limits, and from a persuasion that, upon the whole, the House will be of opinion that 
none of the parties to this transaction are capable of having participated in a corrupt and fraudulent 
settlement. They will ask permission to call the attention of the House to the importance attached by 
Mr. Jefferson to the procuring of a manuscript work of a French missionary among the Indians in 
Louisiana, the transcribing of which forms a considerable item in the accounts in question. The copies 
of this work were prepared by express direction of President Jefferson; it is a folio volume of three 
hundred or four hundred pages; two persons were employed two or three months in transcribing it, during 
which time they were boarded and lodged in Dr. Sibley’s house and furnished with stationery. The 
minority of the committee deem this a reasonable charge. As half of the sums claimed by Dr. Sibley 
were for the expenses of an Indian deputation, and that and all the rest connected with services performed 
by him while filling the office of Indian agent, the minority of the committee perceive no objection to the 
payment of the sum allowed out of the contingent fund for the Indian Department. ’ 

They will only observe, in conclusion, that it is an erroneous supposition that these claims were 
brought forward for the first time in 1824, as has been stated. It is supposed by the minority of the 
committee that this statement was founded on a note of the chief clerk in the Second Auditor’s office, 
representing that they were then for the first time submitted to “the Secretary.” The minority of the 
committee have no reason to doubt that they formed a part of Dr. Sibley’s charges against the Govern- 
ment at the time they accrued, and they have evidence that they were included among those of which 
payment was urged on behalf of Dr. Sibley by Mr. Johnston in 1816. 

The following is the copy of Mr. Jefferson’s letter above alluded to: 


Monticetio, February 13, 1825. 


Sir: Your favor of the 3d was received some days ago, and I have taken time to make a thorough 
search among my papers for whatever might relate to Dr. Sibley, but to no effective purpose. The part 
of his correspondence which related to public matters was with the Secretary of War. The few letters 
I have of his respect matters of curiosities, Indian, vocabularies, and things of that kind. W hen we 
‘acquired Louisiana we were exceedingly uninformed of everything relating to it. I addressed inquiries 
to every individual of the country who I thought might give us information, and I remember that I con- 
sidered that furnished by Dr. Sibley as distinguished in its value. At the ensuing Congress I communi- 
cated the whole to that body, and it was printed, and made a large octavo volume. The originals and 
their printed copy were probably burnt by the British, but the printed copy which I had kept for myself 
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went afterwards to Washington with my library, and may there be turned to. It will be found entered 
in the printed catalogue, page 104, No. 261, under the title of “State Papers, 1793, 1812, 36 v. octavo.” 
The date ef the communication, November 14, 1803, will point to the particular volume. In this will 
probably be found much of the information received from Dr. Sibley, which will give an idea of the extent 
and value of his services to us on that occasion. 

With respect to the two articles particularly stated in your letter, I have carefully examined all my 
papers and letters of the years 1804 and 1805, and do not find the scrip of a pen relative to them. My 
memory furnishes me with some general recollections on which I can depend as to De la Harpe’s Journal, 
but several of the particulars are too faintly recalled to be depended on. For example, I am not certain 
whether the correspondence and orders on that subject passed between Governor Claiborne and myself 
or the War Office and Dr. Sibley. My impression, although faint, is, that it was Governor Claiborne who 
informed me of the existence of that book in the hands of an individual and that it could be purchased, 
giving such a description of its contents as showed it to be highly important to us in our then uninformed 
state. I think he had got his information of it from Dr. Sibley. We directed the purchase to be made, 
and that, before trusting the original to the mail, a copy should be taken (as I think, but your letter says 
two, and it may be so,) and sent by successive mails. They were safely received, and I have believed 
that the whole had been promptly reimbursed either to Claiborne or Dr. Sibley, through whose agency it 
was obtained. The importance of the work consisted in this: De la Harpe was in some considerable 
office in the Government of Louisiana, and kept a private and regular journal of the public transactions. 
The French considered the Rio Bravo as the western boundary of Louisiana, but the Spaniards claimed 
indefinitely to the east of that river. The French and Spanish neighboring Governors, with certain 
mercantile associates, entered into a contraband commerce, the former furnishing French merchandise 
and receiving from the latter hard dollars in exchange; but the distance between New Orleans and the 
Rio Bravo occasioned inconveniences and difficulties, and therefore the French Governor winked at the 
Spaniards’ taking a small post at the Nacogdoches, and made his reclamations so faintly as not to disturb 
the post. I cite these transactions by memory, but believe without material error. When we acquired 
Louisiana we considered it as extending to the Rio Bravo, and so Bonaparte declared to our Commission- 
ers, and that he should have taken possession to that extent; but Spain, under color of the corrupt foot- 
hold she had got of this and one or two other small posts, claimed the country against us on the ground 
of possession. This journal of De la Harpe clearly proved how fraudulently it had been obtained, and 
was therefore of the utmost importance to us. Hence our anxiety to guard against its loss by having it 
copied and trusted to different mails. The original being lodged in the office of the Secretary of State, I 
retained a copy in my office, to be recurred to in preparing instructions to our minister at Madrid. When 
I removed from Washington this was inadvertently packed with my own books and papers, and not 
attended to until the burning of the public records at Washington brought the thing to my mind. I 
immediately sent the copy to the Secretary of State, in whose office it doubtless now is, and will prove 
that its importance justified the price it cost us. 

Of the other transaction, respecting the purchase of horses, &c., to bring a party of Indians to 
Washington, I have not the slightest trace, either in writing or recollection. To the great value which 
was set on Dr. Sibley’s services by the administration of that day, I bear testimony willingly as an act of 
duty and of truth. 

I am sorry that the decay of my memory does not permit me to offer anything further, and pray you 


to be assured of my great respect and esteem. 
THOMAS JEFFERSON. 
Hon. J. 8. Jounston, of the Congress of the United States, now at Washington. 
Treasury Department, Second Auditor’s Office, February 28, 1825. 
I,certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original, which was on file in this office, and which 
was returned to the Hon. J. 8. Johnston. 
JAMES EAKIN, Chief Clerk. 
Exceptions have been taken to other items in the account of the contingent expenses of the Indian 


Department, as being either “extravagant in the amount or destitute of exact specification and vouchers. 


which constitute the best security against abuse and imposition.” 
The following items have been referred to ‘‘as coming under one or both of these classes:” 


1. Paid James P. Denney, secretary to the Creek delegation, upon his own certificate...... $1,365 37 
2. Jesse Brown, for board of Creek delegation from December, 1825, until April, 1826..... 3,273 88 
3. J. Tennison, for board of the McIntosh party......... rere ree Skebeslatadeeesan ke 1,040 00 
4, Board of J. Crowell, Indian agent, and three Indians................ TOT ee TTT TT 146 00 
5. Paid for boot and shoe blacking for Indians ........................ yiowcke Pie hes 215 00 
6. Paid within the last three years for taking portraits of Indians ..... aiken meee (i eeweex 3,190 00 
1. Moritz Furst, for taking President Adams’ likeness (for Indian medals) ............... 1,000 00 


On these items of expenditure the minority of the committee would make the following remarks: 

The first five items, and the sixth, in part, relate to the expenditures of the two delegations of Creek 
Indians that visited Washington during the first session of the nineteenth Congress with a view to 
settling the serious and embarrassing controversies and difficulties that had sprung up in the Creek 
Nation. It is perfectly well known that the Executive was pressed, on all sides, to come to an amicable 
arrangement with the two Creek parties, and that such an arrangement was thought desirable at almost 
any price. The Indians of the two parties arrived in Washington in an irritated and suspicious temper 
of mind, and it was doubly necessary to lose no opportunity and to neglect no means of soothing their 
feelings and acquiring their confidence. This could only be done by extending to them a full measure of 
those accommodations and indulgences which, under all circumstances and at all periods, they have 
expected and received when treating with the Government of the United States or its agents. 

The first item of expenditure objected to above as extravagant or unvouched is the pay of James P. 
Denney, who acted as clerk to one of the Indian parties. It is well known that the Indians, illiterate 
themselves, choose the person whom they will trust to write for them. To deny them this privilege would 
be to destroy all the confidence they might otherwise repose in us. They chose Denney as their clerk, and 
agreed to give him the pay which he received. He was known by the Department to have performed the 
service; aud it does not appear to the minority of the committce that it required or admitted any other 
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voucher than his own certificate. When the, importance of the transaction is considered, the extent of 
the cession obtained, and the political magnitude of the whole affair, it may be thought that the sum paid 
was properly allowed under the circumstances of the case. 

The next items for remark are the accounts of Brown and Tennison, for the board of the two delega- 
tions. To the expediency of allowing these accounts, a part of the preceding remarks apply. It was 
absolutely necessary to treat the Indians in such a way as to gratify their feelings and inspire their 
confidence. In respect to these two items, the minority of the committee find that the Department, instead 
of being chargeable with profuseness, is entitled to the praise of frugality. In 1824 a Choctaw delegation 
visited Washington, and was boarded at Tennison’s. No previous contract having been made for their 
expenditure, it amounted to nearly seven thousand dollars. When the Creeks came to Washington, under 
the present administration of the Department, to avoid the recurrence of a similar overcharge, a bargain 
was made with the two innkeepers to board them at $1 25 per diem for each individual. If, in consequence 
of their large number, and the length of time they stayed, this allowance amounted to a considerable sum, 
no blame can on that account be attached to the Department, which had taken every practicable precau- 
tion to limit their expenditure, and, by briuging their business to a close, to hasten their departure. The 
board of the agent, who repaired to the seat of Government by direction of the Department, was allowed 
for 27 days, in conformity with invariable usage and the obvious reasonableness of the thing. The charge 
for blacking boots will, perhaps, be found not out of proportion to what is commonly paid for that service, 
when the number of Indians and the length of time they were here are taken into consideration; although 
the minority of the committee have not investigated the item with great precision, but were rather 
disposed to let it pass as a small affair. 

Exception is taken to the charge for painting the portraits of Indians. The minority of the committee 
would observe, on this head, that it is an item of expenditure which has annually appeared in the returns 
of the Department since the year 1822, and no expression of an opinion, on the part of either House of 
Congress, disapproving of such an expenditure has come within their knowledge. Every person 
acquainted with the Indian character must perceive that this application of the arts of civilized life for 
their personal gratification must be of great importance in conciliating their good will. A small sum of 
money expended in this way would, no doubt, very often produce as desirable a result as much larger 
sums laid out in a manner less adapted to strike the imagination of the uncivilized. So far from censuring 
this expenditure, either in the past or the present administration, the minority of the committee are of 
opinion that, were a larger apartment provided for the Bureau of Indian Affairs, in which might be more 
advantageously exhibited the portraits in question, and others which may be added to them, together 
with an ample collection of the arms, costumes, household implements, and all other articles appertaining 
to Indian life and manners, it would be productive of a happy effect on the imagination and disposition 
of the Indian deputations which from time to time repair to Washington, and with which this Govern- 
ment transacts very important business, and also form a repository possessing a high degree of scientific 
and historical value. 

With a view to a similar effect, and to gratify the taste of the Indians for articles of ornament, it has 
been the practice of all the modern nations in their intercourse with them to furnish them with medals. 
In the case of the European nations these medals have borne the likeness of the sovereign. Since the 
Government of the United States succeeded to the foreign monarchical Governments in their relation to 
the Indians, medals have, in like manner, been distributed to them, from the time of General Washington 
to the present day, bearing the likeness of the President for the time being. Orders were given by the late 
Secretary of War for such a medai of Mr. Monroe, when he succeeded to the presidency. On the election 
of Mr. Adams the like order was given to the same artist to execute for the same price a requisite die 
for a similar medal. The minority of the committee find no objection to make to this charge. They have 
no reason to believe that its amount is excessive, nor do they perceive out of what other fund it could, 
with more propriety, be paid. 

Some objections have been taken to the allowances made to Mr. McKenney, the chief clerk in the 
Indian Bureau, for his services during the past year at Green Bay, and on his tour among the south- 
western Indians. Before entering on the explanation of this matter the minority of the committee will 
observe that Mr. McKenney’s pay as a clerk is fixed at $1,600. When the present organization of that 
bureau was effected by the late Secretary of War, the minority of the committee understand that Mr. 
Mr. McKenney was prevailed on, at the instance of Mr. Calhoun, to accept the place he now fills, with 
the admission that the salary was inadequate to the labors of the place and to his qualifications, and with 
assurances that no proper effort should be spared to procure an increase of his compensation by law. 
At the first session of the nineteenth Congress a bill for this purpose was reported to the House by Hon. 
John Cocke, chairman of the Committee of Indian Affairs, and the same bill has been reported from the 
same committee at the present session. The minority of the committee consider these facts as evincing 
the opinion of competent judges that the Department of Indian Affairs requires a more efficient and 
responsible organization, and that the individual at present at the head of it has, by the same judges, 
been considered a meritorious and valuable public officer. 

Such, unquestionably, was the opinion entertained of him when, at the commencement of the last 
year, the Secretary of War was solicited by several members of Congress to send him on a tour of inquiry 
among the southwestern Indians. Their letter to the Secretary, preferring this request, is in the following 
terms: 


Crry or Wasuineton, January 25, 1827. 


Sir: We beg leave to state that in our opinion much gocd would result to the various Indian tribes 
within our jurisdiction, and the humane objects of the Government be greatly promoted, by sending some 
intelligent individual to visit those tribes, upon whom it is deemed most important to make a favorable 
impression as to their settlement west of the Mississippi. . the 

Colonel McKenney is not only fully possessed with the views of the Government, but, in our opinion, 
he possesses more of the confidence of the Indians than any other person in the United States who could 
so easily be employed for this desirable object. He has, perhaps, likewise, equal, if not a superior 
knowledge of the Indian character and disposition to that of any person who would be likely to undertake 
this work. We would, therefore, suggest the propriety and expediency of directing him, under proper 
instructions, to visit the Chickasaws, Choctaws, and other southern tribes, after he has completed his 
work at the north with Governor Cass, this coming summer. The seat of that operation will be at Green 
Bay, we understand, from which point it would be easy and convenient for him to pass through the 
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western States to the southwestern tribes, and visit most, if. not all, of them previous to the next session 
of Congress. 

There is a peculiar propriety in devolving this duty upon the person who is at the head of the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs; and if he should fail in making as deep and favorable an impression in a first visit as 
may be anticipated or desired, yet the information which he would acquire and bring back to the Govern- 
ment of the condition, feelings, and disposition of those tribes, would be, in our opinion, exceeding] 
valuable; and the good resulting from such a tour in this respect would be worth the trouble and little 
expense attending such a work. With these impressions we recommend that such information be obtained 
as to what are the real views and feelings of those tribes; and we respectfully recommend that Colonel 
McKenney be employed to ascertain and report them, and to execute such other trust as you may deem 
it proper to confide to him. 

With great respect, Xc., 
RH. M. JOHNSON. 
THOS. B. REED. 
W. H. HARRISON. 
WILLIAM HENDRICKS. 
H. W. CONWAY. 
J. S. JOHNSTON. 
H. W. EDWARDS. 
E. F. CHAMBERS. 
T. P. MOORE. 
WM. McLEAN. 
WM. HAILE. 
JOS. M. WHITE. 


The Secretary or War. 


With the foregoing request the Secretary of War complied; and, for the same reasons which led to 
the recommendation of Mr. McKenney for the tour among the southwestern Indians, he was also associated, 
by the Secretary, with Governor Cass, to negotiate the treaties at Green Bay. For this latter service Mr, 
McKenney received the same compensation as Governor Cass, with whom he was associated. He did not 
(as has been erroneously supposed) settle his own account for this service. It was settled by Governor 
Cass and by Mr. Schoolcraft, as the minority of the committee have reason to think, without any 
interference on the part of Mr. McKenney. On this head, the following copy of a letter from Governor 
Cass to Mr. McKenney is referred to: 


Arpany, April 19, 1828. 


Dear Sr: I have mislaid your letter, and cannot, therefore, answer your inquiries as specifically as I 
otherwise would do. Your compensation at the Fond du Lac treaty was calculated by Mr. Schoolcraft and 
myself, and that at Green Bay by me. You received no part of the appropriation for either treaty but the 
amount due to you for your services. 

I am, dear sir, sincerely yours, 
LEWIS CASS. 

Col. McKenney. 


The above is a true copy. 


D. KURTZ. 


The employment of an officer of the Government on a commission of this kind is sanctioned by long 
established usage, and grows out of the necessity of the case, inasmuch as those persons only, in general, 
who have been officially connected with the Indians possess that familiarity with their character and 
manners which is required for successful negotiation with them. On this principle officers of the Army, 
Governors of Territories, and Indian agents have been usually designated for these services; and thie 
minority of the committee regard the selection of Mr. McKenney as fully justified by the knowledge he is 
known to possess of the Indian character, and the confidence which the Indians are supposed to place 
in him. 

On the conclusion of his labors at Green Bay Mr. McKenney entered upon the discharge of the duties 
of his special mission to the southwestern tribes, taking the route of the Fox, Wisconsin, and Mississippi 
rivers. His duties on this mission, as prescribed by his instructions of March 28, 1828, were “those of 
obtaining local and other information of the country between the lakes and the Mississippi; the condition 
and disposition of the Indian tribes which are scattered over it; and especially to ascertain the disposition 
of the tribes within the States, the Chickasaws, the Choctaws, and, if practicable, the Cherokees, on the 
subject of emigration to lands west of the Mississippi.” 

He was directed to note down “whatever incidents” he might “esteem to be valuable, and that in 
any manner may be connected with the subject of our Indian relations, and that may tend to enlighten the 
Department in matters pertaining to their judicious disposition and application.” He was also directed to 
visit the Indian “agencies, and such Indian schools as might be within” his “reach, and inform” himself 
“of their condition and prospects, and generally to collect such information as may be necessary to a 
prompt and efficient discharge of the duties arising out of our Indian relations.” 

By subsequent instructions of April 10, 1828, Mr. McKenney was directed, if possible, to return through 
the Creek country; to employ all proper means, in his discretion, to procure of the Creeks a cession of the 
remaining portion of lands in the State of Georgia unceded in the treaty of Washington. In his first letter 
of instructions, Colonel McKenney was informed that his “compensation” would “be paid on his return, 
and made equivalent to the extent and value of” his “services.” 

It appears from documents that have been submitted to the House of Representatives at the present 
session that, in the great object of closing the Creek controversy, Mr. McKenney was successful, a service 
which, on any equitable estimate of its “extent and value,” the minority of the committee cannot but deem 
to be meritorious to a degree far beyond the whole amount paid to Mr. McKenney, or claimed by him as 
compensation. The other objects of his mission, of a less specific nature, were also performed with 
success. In the discharge of these interesting and confidential duties, Mr. McKenney performed a journey 
of four thousand miles, much of it through a wilderness and among Indian tribes, exposed to great hard- 
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ships, and occasionally to peril. These considerations united to authorize the allowance of a liberal 
compensation, on the principle announced to him in his instructions, that it should be fixed on his return, 
“and made equivalent to the extent and value of his services.” 

On his departure from Washington he received $1,750 as an advance toward defraying the expenses 
of his expedition. At the close of his commission at Green Bay his accounts were made up by Governor 
Cass and Mr. Schoolcraft, and he was allowed and paid the same rate of compensation which was paid 
to his associate, Governor Cass, viz: $8 per diem while employed on duty, and $8 per 20 miles travel. 
The whole amount paid him for his services as Commissioner was $1,880. In the course of his expedition 
to the southwestern Indians he drew on the Department of War for $1,438, and claimed on his return a 
balance due of $1,344. The payment of this balance was suspended by the Second Comptroller on the 
ground that the expenditure on the southern tour was partly unvouched, and that the sum of $660 was 
allowed Mr. McKenney, on the statement of his account at Green Bay, for mileage back to Washington. 
Mr. McKenney did not return directly to Washington, and it was stated by the Second Comptroller, in 
his evidence before the committee, that he charged his travel homeward in the subsequent account of his 
southwestern tour. The minority of the committee do not find that, strictly speaking, Mr. McKenney 
charged “mileage” at all on his second tour; that is, he made no charge on the principle of a certain 
allowance for a certain number of miles travelled; and in the estimate of travelling expenses on that 
tour the sum of $660, already received as return mileage, was taken into consideration and deducted from 
what might otherwise have been claimed under that head. If, therefore, the $660 paid at Green Bay be 
now recharged to him he is equitably entitled to that additional allowance for travelling expenses on the 
southwestern tour. 

In regard to the want of vouchers for a portion of the expenditure on the expedition to the south- 
west, the minority of the committee conceive that it may be partly accounted for by the nature of the 
service. In many cases no other voucher than the marks of Indians could, in the nature of the case, 
have been had, and such vouchers would be of no value. The expense of travelling, if estimated on the 
mileage principle, at $8 per 20 miles, would have amounted to $1,632. Of this no voucher could be had 
of the nature of the bills furnished at public houses in the civilized parts of the country, and perhaps the 
j notoriety of the fact that the journey was performed and its objects accomplished may be regarded as a 
sufficient voucher for its expense within the limits of the usual allowance. A sum of something over 
$2,000 is represented by Mr. McKenney to have been given as presents to Indians. Their receipts would 
of course have been of no value as vouchers, and the minority of the committee have reason to think that 
it has always been found necessary, in treating with the Indians, to accept the certificate of the person 
employed as a sufficient voucher for expenditure of this kind. 

The absence of vouchers of course made the settlement of Mr. McKenney’s account a matter for the 
exercise of the discretion of the Department, the rather as his compensation was originally stipulated to 
be an equivalent to the nature and extent of his services, of which the head of the Department was the 
responsible judge. In the exercise of this discretion the Secretary of War granted his requisition in 
favor of Mr. McKenney to the amount of $1,344. By the statement of the expenses of his journey and 
of presents to Indians, partly sustained by vouchers and partly resting on estimate, which the minority 
of the committee see no reason to distrust, it would appear that a part only of this sum of $1,344 would 
remain to Mr. McKenney, as the compensation for his services, over and above the defraying of his 
expenses on his tour. When the nature of the trust is considered, or even the importance of the single 
object of settling the Creek controversy is taken into view, in connexion with the encouragement which 
Mr. McKenney has had in the reports of committees of Congress, of an increased compensation, and also 
the contract in the present instance that his allowance should be proportioned to the nature and extent 
of his services, (of which the head of the Department must be the judge,) the minority of the committee 
{ are not disposed to accuse the Secretary of War of undue facility in admitting the claim for a balance, 
which, if paid, would leave Mr. McKenney about $1,200 of net compensation for his services. Had his 
accounts been originally made out on the mileage principle they believe the balance due him would have 
been more than he claimed. In exercising his discretion, and in issuing his requisition in favor of Mr. 
McKenney for the balance claimed, the Secretary of War did no more than it was his duty to do if he 
believed the services to have been faithfully performed. To insist on the principle that no expense should 
be allowed Without specific vouchers would be to destroy all confidential service, and to throw on 
innocent persons the greatest inconvenience and risk in the discharge of many highly important functions. 
It is believed that the records of the Department under every administration, and particularly in the 
conduct of the Indian affairs, furnish instances of the settlement of accounts believed to be honest and just 
by the head of the Department, and on the best evidence which the nature of the case admits. ‘ 

The minority of the committee are of the opinion that a more efficient organization might be given 
to the Indian office by separating it more distinctly from the Department of War, on the principles 
recommended in a communication from the chief clerk of that office to the Secretary of War, and by the 
Secretary in a letter to the honorable John Cocke, both contained in the House document No. 146 of the 
Ist session of the 19th Congress, and which is substantially embraced in the provisions of a bill now 
pending before the House. 
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Statement of the expenses of the Legislature from the commencement of the Government to the session ending 
on the 3d of March, 1827. 
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JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, May 10, 1828. 


NAVY DEPARTMENT. 


It is remarked, upon the contingent expenses of the Navy Department, that, taking two periods of 
three years each, that is, 18222324, and 1825~26~27, the expenses of the latter are greater than of the 
former. They stand thus: 
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This is equal to an average increase of $648 03 a year. 

It is remarked, also, that there is a small increase in the office of the Commissioners of the Navy 
Board. It will be found to be about $87 08 a year. 

Before proceeding to observe upon this statement, it is proper to notice that there was not (as would 
seem to be supposed) any excess of expenditure beyond the appropriation. This could not happen. The 
difference was made up from surpluses of appropriations remaining unexpended, 

It must also be noticed that the expenditures of the Navy Commissioners are in no manner subject 
to the control of the Secretary of the Navy; and if they required any examination (as they certainly do 
not) it would be necessary to make it separately. The Commissioners, no doubt, would give explanations 
if required so to do. 

The mere circumstance of an increase of contingent expenditures in one period compared with another, 
it has already been remarked, amounts to nothing. The question is, whether they were necessary for the 
public service; and this can only be ascertained in one of two ways—either by examining the items in 
detail, with the explanations of the Department, or, if that be not done, looking at the state of the business 
of the Department. The number of vessels in commission, and the number of officers and men in service, 
will have an influence upon the expenses of the Department. 
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In the first period mentioned, (1822~23~24,) the amount appropriated for the naval 
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In the second period (18252627) it was.......... 2. cece cece eee eeseoeeceeee 10,601,836 53 
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This is an addition to the business of the Department of nearly one-fourth; and the addition to the 
expenses of the office is very little more than in the same proportion. 
The difference, however, is satisfactorily accounted for in two items appearing upon the accounts: 
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Which is more than the whole difference in the expenses of the two periods. There was an increase in the 
amount paid for printing, also for forms, instructions, &c., of $3TT 86. 

Supposing these expenditures to have been necessary, (of which it is impossible to entertain a doubt, ) 
it will follow that, in the other expenses of the Department, there must have been a saving, and therefore 
greater economy than before. 

If it be inquired why these items have increased, the answer is very plain. It is, in the first place, 
that which has been already given, that the service has increased, which operates especially upon these 
items of extra clerk hire, of printed forms, blanks, instructions, &c., and of the quantity of stationery 
consumed. The Secretary stated in a communication to a member of the committee, laid before the sub- 
committee, that since the first of January last there have been received, noted, filed, and answered, about 
three thousand letters, a large proportion of which have related to appointments; that during the present 
session of Congress about four hundred letters have been written to members principally on that subject; 
and that an examination of the records and other writing in the Department will show that in the last 
term (1825—’26~27) there has been an increase of more than fifty per cent.; for example, for 2,000 pages 
of record made in the first term, more than 3,000 have been made in the second. 

There is another cause which operates upon the clerk hire and stationery, and which has very much 
increased of late, that is, the number of calls made by Congress and committees requiring immediate 
attention. 

This sufficiently accounts for the increase of these items, and their increase, as already observed, 
more than accounts for the increased average expense. But it may be remarked, in addition, that these 
expenditures have passed under the examination of the committees on expenditure of the Department, 
who have no doubt been able to examine them particularly, and been satisfied they were correct. 

It is not the purpose now to go into all the items of expenditure, but only to notice such as have 
been remarked upon, else the minority would state that among them there is an amount of $600 for 
repairs and improvements of the buildings and premises. 


Newspapers and books. 


These are small items. They have always been deemed proper and necessary for the Departments, 
and it may be supposed that there is some reason for it, or they would not have continued to be allowed. 
In the year 1823 the House, by a resolution, called upon the then Secretary of the Navy for a statement 
on this subject, and of the books purchased, &c. His answer to that resolution was dated the 31st 
January, 1823, and he sent with it a list of papers and books, to which it is not known that any objection 
was at that or any subsequent time made by Congress. The practice is, therefore, supposed to be 
sanctioned. 

But, as to newspapers, there is an obvious propriety, and even necessity, for furnishing to the Depart- 
ment the information they contain for current use, and also for future reference to the files of them 
preserved in this office. Some increase has been owing to the practice of taking a copy of two news- 
papers for each squadron at a distance from the United States—a practice, it must be admitted, conducive 
to the good of the service, and very grateful to the officers in their long absence from home. 

As to books, it is not understood that they are objected to, but a question seems to be made, as to 
some of them, whether they are precisely appropriate to the use of the Department. This is very much a 
matter of taste and opinion; and there is no way in which it could be precisely regulated, unless Congress 
were to prescribe the books to be purchased. The books recently bought do not seem to vary materially 
in character from those contained in the list presented by the late Secretary in January, 1823. There are 
no books that, in the opinion of the committe, fall properly within the description of ‘fashionable litera- 
ture.” Two reviews have been taken—The American Quarterly Review and The Western Review. But 
reviews were taken before. And as to reviews, it must be remarked, that they are no longer devoted to 
criticism, but have become, as every one knows, essays upon various topics of interest, and contain a 
great body of useful knowledge upon almost every subject. A secretary may derive useful information 
from them. One work particularly alluded to is the work of a surgeon in the Navy, connected with the 
profession of medicine, and, therefore, with one branch of the service. There is a remark, however, to be 
made upon this subject, which may serve to show how incorrect it is to suppose that the small libraries 
of the Departments can be so precisely limited. If four years ago a work on silk worms had been found 
in the Treasury Department, it might have been thought very inappropriate to the office; yet, the Secre- 
tary has been directed to prepare a compilation on that subject, and what he has caused to be compiled 
has been printed by order of the House. ; : ' 

In regard to this Department there is nothing else requiring to be noticed. The contingencies of the 
SERVICE are, as far as possible, enumerated in the appropriation bills, and the amount upon which any 
discretion can be exercised is very small. Abstracts of them were furnished to the committee, and if 
particular information had been required, it might have been had. They therefore require no remark. 
And for further information they refer to the letter of the Secretary to the committee. 
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The minority of the committee are satisfied that the concerns of this interesting branch of service 
have been managed with fidelity, and its expenditures with due regard to efficiency and economy. 








COURTS-MARTIAL. 


Not supposing that this subject would be introduced into the report, the minority of the committee 
have not prepared their statement upon it. Reserving to themselves, however, the power, at a future 
time, of submitting their views, and referring to a communication made by the Secretary to the House jn 
the year 1825, in which he proposes to systematize this branch of service and reduce its expense, and 
also adverting to the fact that the identical account now objected to has been for several years before the 
House without objection from Congress to the public, they are prepared. to show, by comparison with 
former courts, (the accounts of some of which are on the files of this House,) as well as from an examina- 
tion of the particular courts in question, that there has been a due attention to economy, as far as the 
public service would permit, and that, in this particular, there has been as much improvement as it wag 
in the power of the Secretary, without the aid of Congress, to make. 

The necessity of these courts, it is perceived, is not disputed. They were required by the service, 
The greater part of the expenses are regulated by law or by established usage. The only item, perhaps, 
that is open is that of compensation to the judge advocate. In the absence of any provision by law, the 
Secretary is obliged to employ the requisite professional talents, and for these he must pay according to 
the usual scale pf compensation to professional men. In this respect the expenditure is less than in former 
instances, as the reference above mentioned will show. 


LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 


A few statements will be sufficient to exhibit the facts, and the inferences from them will be very 
obvious. 

Taking three periods, embracing four years each, so as to include two long and two short sessions, 
when the members were respectively 65, 105, and 213, and the Senators were from 26 to 48, the statement 
will be as follows: 














Pay of Senators.| Pay of Repre- | Contingent ex- | Officers and 
sentatives penses of both clerks, 
Houses. | 
| | 
2 | 
Average, per annum, for 1789, 1790, 1791, 1792.2... ccccccscevccccccccvccvcccs cocccece | 8,210 37 $74,806 73 $9,705 07 | $9, 186 27 
Average, per annum, for 1794, 1795, 1796, 1797.....cccccccccccccccccctocsvccccccseces | 42, 732 48 119,536 75 12,075 00 | 11,186 76 
} | 
Average, per annum, for 1824, 1825, 1826, 1827......0c.csecesscccescscecccne snsseees 78,496 10 312, 482 60 88,251 53 | 31,356 79 
| 
| 





From this statement it will appear that the amount paid to Senators has increased from the first to 
the last period in the proportion of about 78 to 28, or 2 11-14 to 1; the amount paid to Representatives 
in the proportion of about 312 to 74, or 4 2-9 to 1; the pay of the officers of the two Houses in the pro- 
portion of 31 to 9, or 3 4-9 to 1; and the contingent expenses in the proportion of 88 to 9, or 9 71-9 to 1. 

The pay and mileage of Senators and members have been augmented by two causes: the increase of 
their numbers and the increase of their pay. The latter is one-fourth of the whole, being the amount 
added by the act of 1818, which advanced the pay from $6 a day to $8 a day. As applied to the average 
of the last four years, therefore, the total pay and mileage being $390,978 90, the advance of the pay by 
the act of 1818 made an additional annual charge to the Treasury for the Legislative Department of 
$97,744 67. 

The increase of pay of officers and clerks of both Houses is not more than might have been expected 
from the necessary increase of their numbers and duties. It seems moderate. 

The contingent expenses of the Legislature, it will be seen, have increased in the proportion of 
979ths to 1. This is a great augmentation, and far beyond the increase of any other Department of the 
Government. The contingent expenses of the Executive Departments, in the same period, have increased 
in the proportion of about 4 1-2 to 1, or less than one-half of the increase in the Legislative Department. 
If the contingent expenses of the Legislature had only increased in the same ratio as the contingent 
expenses of the Executive, they would have been less than $44,000, instead of being $88,251 53, If, on 
the other hand, the Executive expenses had increased in the same ratio as the expenses of the Legisla- 
ture, they would now have been more than double what they are, or (averaging the last three years) 
above $155,000, instead of about $77,000. 

As both these heads of expenditure are influenced by the same general cause, that is, the growth of 
the nation and the growth of the business of the nation, it would seem that there has been far greater 
economy in the Executive than in the Legislature; that the greatest scope for inquiry and retrenchment 
is in the latter; and that we ought to keep our eye fixed upon that point as the most profitable and 
promising occupation, until we can effect a reduction. But this would probably be found to be a hasty 
conclusion. The minority of the committee (fully satisfied that there is economy in the Executive 
Departments) would not recommend a comparison as the ground of a judgment. Here, as in the other 
Departments of the Government, it is essentially a question of details. Every expenditure must be looked 
into, in connexion with the service to be performed; and if the service be necessary, the expense is also 
necessary, so far as it must be incurred. 

Various suggestions have been made upon this subject, all, however, tending more or less to abridge 
the privileges of members, or to assign limits to what ought to be free. There is no doubt, for example, 
that it would be desirable to shorten the sessions of Congress, to reduce the number of calls, and to 
prevent useless printing. In these points, in general, there seems to be no difference of opinion. But 
when you come to the application, there is at once found to be difficulty. The present session, for example, 
has been a long one, and yet it is likely to be too short for the necessary despatch of business. So with 
respect to calls; each particular one is supposed to have its merits, as each paper is supposed to have a 
special title to be printed. And it must be admitted that, considering that the public business and the 
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ublic information are the chief end and aim of our doings, we ought not too readily to yield to any plan 
that would have the effect of defeating either. The privileges of the members are the privileges of their 
constituents, and cannot be curtailed without infringing upon the rights of the people. This consideration 
imparts to the question a peculiar interest, requiring that its treatment should be delicate and cautious. 
It is not the intention of the minority of the committee to offer an opinion upon any of the projects which 
have been suggested, not having been able to bestow upon them the deliberate attention they so well 
deserve; and they would not hastily touch a point which appears to be connected with the representative 
system, though quite willing to lend their aid to retrenchment. 

In examining the contingencies of the House, it appeared that in one branch of the printing, that of 
reports and documents, there had been a deviation in the size of the page from the requirement of the 
resolution of 1819, under which the printers were appoiated, supposed to be disadvantageous to the 
United States. For a more particular explanation of the matter, the minority of the committee refer 
to the evidence taken before the committee, and the several communications from Messrs. Gales & 
Seaton. 

Two things are very clear in regard to this deviation: 1. That the size of the page which causes it 
was fixed upon with the full knowledge and sanction of the Clerks of the two Houses, to whom the first 
forms, under the system established by the resolution, were submitted. 2. That it was not done with any 
view to the profit of the printers nor to the prejudice of the United States, but solely for the public conve- 
nience. Messrs. Gales & Seaton, indeed, do not appear to have known of the arrangement till after it 
was made by their foreman with the Clerks, to whom he submitted forms or specimens of the manner in which 
he proposed to execute the different parts of the work, including this page. He (the foreman) was not 
aware of the operation, nor did he do it for the sake of additional gain. 

That the deviation in question is not, in its nature, beyond the fair limits of a discretionary interpre- 
tation of the resolution of 1819, may be further inferred from the facts that, at the commencement of 
the present session of Congress, the printer of the Senate was especially directed, by the highly respect- 
able Secretary of that body, to pursue precisely the same mode of printing as that adopted by Messrs. 
Gales & Seaton, and that no Committee of Accounts of either House has ever (as far as the committee 
know) objected to it. 

The deviation stated is supposed to have caused some loss to the United States; and it probably 
must have done so, the work being paid for by the page, and there being less matter in a page than 
if it had been of the size prescribed in the resolution. What the amount of loss may have been dves not 
appear. There is a difference of opinion about it, which it belongs to professional men to decide. 

Messrs. Gales & Seaton, on the other hand, allege, and seem to have supported their allegation, that 
in other parts of the work, particularly the tables, they have abstained from using the rightful advantages 
which the resolution allowed them, and adopted a plan recommended by its convenience and economy, by 
which there has been a gain to the United States, at their expense, far exceeding the supposed loss from 
the size of the page. Of this they have produced evidence. 

The question, altogether, is one for professional men to decide, who can alone understand it, and to 
respectable professional men it ought to be referred. 

To Messrs. Gales & Seaton it is justly due to say, that they have at all times executed the public 
work with neatness and despatch, and fulfilled their duties in an able and obliging manner. The improve- 
ment in this branch of the service, since it has been in their hands, is well known and highly satisfactory; 
as also is the liberality with which they have been ready to make any exertions and sacrifices to comply 
with the wishes of the House. 

Still, if there has been an error, ihe minority of the committee are of opinion that it ought to be 
corrected, so as to do justice to both parties. 

In conclusion, the minority of the committee would remark that, from the manner in which the report 
of the majority was prepared, it has been impossible for the minority to examine its contents and present 
their observations upon them as fully as they could have wished, or as the importance of many of the 
topics would require. The different subjects of investigation were, at an early period, referred to sub-com- 

‘mittees, of each of which one of the minority was a member. Toward the close of their labors, sketches 
of their reports (generally brief) were exhibited by the chairman of the sub-committees to the individual 
forming the minority. In most cases these sketches were in the hands of that individual but a few days, 
and in one case, at least, but a few hours. These sketches being then returned to the chairman of the 
committee, were by him made the basis of a general report, in which, however, new matters were intro- 
duced, of which the minority, having no previous notice of them, will be found to have prepared no 
explanation. It has of course been impossible for them to explain what they did not know to have been 
objected to. This is now mentioned, not as a matter of complaint, but as matter of fact, relative to the 
mode in which the minority of the committee have discharged their duty. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHN SERGEANT. 
EDWARD EVERETT. 
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IN FAVOR OF IRON FOR RAILROADS FREE OF DUTY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MAY 16, 1828. 


Orrice or THE BattimoreE AND Onto Ramroap Company, April 16, 1828. 


Estremep Frrenp: I have thy favors of the 14th and 15th instant. The insinuations which appear to 
be thrown out against the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company are evidently the result of a hostile 
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feeling, arising from sectional jealousy ; and if it were not that they might, perhaps, impose upon and 
mislead some well disposed individuals unacquainted with the true state of this business, they would not 


be worthy of notice. We encountered the same hostility at Annapolis, and I regret to learn that it stil] 


yursues Us. 
, I enclose a printed list of the directors of the railroad company. Their character and standing in 
this community at once will satisfy every honest man of the falsity of the charge against them of under- 
taking this enterprise from any other than honorable and patriotic motives. 

I also enclose a list of upwards of thirty of our largest stockholders, and will leave thee to judge if 
the stock is not held by wealthy and competent stockholders. To this I can add, that, since the first 
subscription, not one share has yet ever been sold by one of the directors, nor is there one that I know of 
who has any inclination to sell. 

I enclose a copy of the charter as granted and confirmed by Maryland, Virginia, and Pennsylvania. 

From the best information we can collect, it is no longer doubtful but that it will be impossible to 
procure iron for our purposes in this country. We advertised for supplies of wood, stone, and iron, and 
whilst we received numerous offers of wood and stone, in abundant quantities and at very cheap rates, we 
received from the whole United States but two proposals for iron, and these were for a small quantity, and 
at a price 100 per cent. higher than the Manchester and Liverpool Railroad Company pay. We must, 
therefore, in any event, procure our iron from abroad; and the only question now is, will the Government 
impose a burden upon this enterprise to the amount of half a million of dollars, and thus, perhaps, stifle 
the work in its infancy, or at least greatly abate the ardor and confidence of its patrons, or will it at 
once come forward and lend to the undertaking the very reasonable accommodation its friends ask ? 

In reply to thy several specific inquiries upon the subject of iron, I enclose a letter from our mutual 
friend, Joseph W. Patterson, Esq., who is largely in this trade, and his letter will, 1 am confident, satisfy 
thy mind upon the subject of an American supply of this indispensable material. 


I am, very sincerely, thy friend, 
P. E. THOMAS, President. 





List of large stockholders. 
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i die a ak Bae la ieee he ea and ace wie lale we keKe ieee er ee a 100 
i a a a bikes ad 6M WARES NOR RROD irae ales he eekaetsces 392 
ae i ie Weare Kad AD OAS KAREN ED UE EN OARS D LACTOSE CROMER oo Se 
OR AS bo 2 ee bee ce ee ae Ee Ae OCW dae SaW ee ERs aed es weaied pees 256 
eh LOC a ekg ans b's 5h kia hOE sheds Saks KKRE ASKER R TE RERED eNom AAS 142 
REDE I Ce ee Pe er ee ee Pe ee eT ee 204 
Sy rere CO ee ee ee ee CE re eee ee ere ere eee te ‘ive eiwa sera Kae eee nana 
i fe See Cee yin eck waded thwsee DNDN R NE wd sae 0% Vere TTT TTT Teer TTT 140 
Rs oi eet ee nl es Bile hey els ghia NS as bbe Sah aR eae 100 
a eee a ae Wty ga ae glee hal kine eo kENS OARS DASA ENEWS EMRE 400 
George H. Stewart......... (ieciuesy deweemee eee Tee Te TT Tee Ce Te re eT ee 216 
as Sok a a cl wee gs ba ake eee RR EeCESO Mice ewenweeeknes 192 
i Rel a ed seep Wh doa SACRE KE AD EEO RORNWRKESO ORSREERE 200 
Cornelia Howard (widow of John Howard)................ rere er ee eer ert eee eee ‘100 
Boe. vou m.enn (of the late’ Grm of Von Kapil & Brune)... .. 6. occ ccscesecscscseseeeccersess 442 
ek ee he Ceti a We deals unin sole cha a ba WON EMER Kane ex b ab’ ooce OOO 
EE EE ee a te ee ee ee babies etenewen win see 172 
a ah a ik a Se at Dia de Dk ae ee ee eee ota ba eee RR 148 
I irs Medd al hua ee wana nae aan eum h Ee ey ee eee eee 130 
se Nh eat ai Na ae teed ic we aailghelee del WA eae abik SWS 190 
oe ne ra Gc oe on el es al a ee alae sil seats iwc ia aN ha ncrans acne 412 
i Mah Ranh ig ge oa Vid a aks twee gig i NIOD ee Te TT eT eT ee 136 
a To I oan aa ia ine Lab la ik Bett Aare a cals 124 
I A cle At las iat ie Fi hut ca atl a anid id 100 


To the above it may be added, that the stock is diffused amongst all classes of the people, including 
laborers, draymen, mechanics, merchants, and private individuals of fortune. The whole number of stock- 
holders is about 1,400, and there is a universal confidence in the practicability of the undertaking, which 
is the true cause of the current value of the stock, and which does not arise from any effort on the part of 
the directors to create an artificial value in it, as has been falsely stated. 

The above list is extracted from the stock ledger. 

J. N. BROWN, Transfer Clerk. 
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Battimore, April 16, 1828. 


My Dear Sir: Mr. Thomas has handed me your letter of the 14th, asking information as to the 
resources of the iron establishments of this country for furnishing iron for the railroads. Exclusive of 
the mills at Pittsburg, and at other places in the western country, there are from ten to twelve on this 
side of the mountains which are now prepared to roll bar iron from the bloom—say three in Maryland, 
three in Pennsylvania, two or three in New York, two in New Jersey, and one in Connecticut; and all 
the common rolling-mills now making hoops from imported bar iron may be altered to make bar iron 
also. The objection to purchasing the rail iron in this country is not on account of any difficulty in 
rolling it, (as our mill alone could make the rails faster than the Baltimore and Ohio Company could 
or would wish to lay them down,) but fo the established fact that the forges could not supply the material. 
The ordinary consumption of the country requires from twenty-five to thirty thousand tons of iron 
annually, beyond what our furnaces and forges have yet been able to make, although the latter have, for 
some years past, been paid $100 per ton; whereas iron manufactured in the same manner, from charcoal, 
in Sweden and Russia is shipped from their ports at about half the price that our forge-masters receive. 
English bar iron is sold there still lower, say from £8 to £10 sterling. It is, however, made with stone 
coal, and, although the quality is not as good as that made with charcoal, will answer for railroads and 
for many other purposes. Our mill is now employed in making blooms into bars and then into nail plates. 
The blooms are bought from the Pennsylvania forges at from $75 to $80 per ton. Our coal comes from 
Richmond and costs us twenty-five cents per bushel. We use only from four to five hundred tons of 
blooms a year, and have difficulty in getting that amount; we also collect large quantities of old or 
scrap iron, which, requiring to be worked several times, enables us to keep the mill at work. If we saw 
a possibility of obtaining the material, it would be our interest to make rails for the company, but there 
is none; and if, by legislative arrangement, the different projected companies are compelled to rely on the 
establishments of this country, and they proceed with their works, every pound of iron consumed in the 
country will be materially enhanced in cost, as the extra demand can only be met by the creation of new 
forges and furnaces; and situations must be resorted to which cannot afford to make iron and carry it to 
market at $100 per ton. 

I remain, respectfully, yours, 





J. W. PATTERSON. 
General S. Srru. 





Batrmore, May 1, 1828. 


Sm: In answer to the inquiry made of me, what quantity of bar iron General Ridgely’s rolling-mill 
is capable of rolling /rom the bloom, 1 beg leave to add a copy of a letter on the subject which I have 
received from Mr. James Tucker, manager of General Ridgely’s forges, and I am confident of the accuracy 
of his statement. 

Yours, respectfully, 
HENRY B. CHEW. 

Hon. James Bucnanan, Washington, D. C. 





Rincety’s Foreaes, Baltimore County, April 30, 1828. 
Having been requested to state the capacity of General C. Ridgely’s (of Hampton) bar iron rolling-mill, 
Ihave computed that, with the addition of two furnaces to heat the iron, his mill is competent to roll 
three thousand three hundred and eighty tons of bar iron per annum, taking into consideration ali 
interruptions from ordinary casualties. 
JAMES TUCKER. 





Batriwore, May 12, 1828. 


Sm: Having understood that representations have been made of the incapacity of the American 
manufacturers to supply the quantity or quality of the iron wanted by the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
Company, and that, on their advertising for proposals offering to furnish the wood, stone, and iron that 
would be required, they received no specific offers for iron but from one individual, and that, at the 
utmost, for only 360 tons per annum, we deem it our duty to state that, at the request of General Charles 
Ridgely, of Hampton, we called at the office of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company with a view of 
obtaining the necessary information relative to the supply of iron before he offered his proposals. In 
answer to the inquiries made of the president and engineer, the plan or model of the iron bars for the 
rails which they said would be wanted was exhibited, showing that they intended to have the iron 24 
inches wide by half an inch thick, with a rounding form for the upper surface. We then stated, taking into 
consideration the time which we were informed they expected it would require to complete the road, 
that all the iron could be furnished in the vicinity of Baltimore as fast as it would be wanted by the 
progress of the work; that the iron could be made corresponding to the form then shown, or of any form, 
shape, or description, the company might think proper to adopt; that machinery would be put up 
expressly for the purpose should a contract be made. We were told by Mr. Thomas (the president of the 
company) and Colonel Long that only 30 tous of iron per month would be wanted for the first year; and 
understanding from these gentlemen that it would be fully satisfactory that proposals should be then 
offered for that quantity, we reported the fact to General Ridgely, who, supposing it would meet the 
views or wishes of the company, limited his proposals to furnish only 30 tons per month, although he was 
desirous, and it was his intention, to offer for the supply of a much larger quantity. 

HENRY B. CHEW. 
JAMES TUCKER. 
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OrricE oF THE BattmorE AND Onto Rattroap Company, May 16, 1828. 


Sir: Your letter of the 15th, addressed to the president of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company, 
has been received, containing the following statement: 

“Mr. Buchanan read me a letter from Mr. Chew, agent of General Ridgely, stating positively that 
the smallness of their offer was caused by yourself and the directors stating that but 360 tons would be 
required by the company during the present year; that it was their design to have offered to supply any 
quantity that could be required, having due notice to make preparations,” &c. 

We deem it only necessary, in reply, to assure you that there is a mistake in this statement, and that 
we severally declare that no conversation has taken place between either of us and General Ridgely, hig 
agent, or any other person, that warrants it. 

The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company have ten years allowed by their charter to finish the 
road; and it has been estimated that 15,000 tons of iron will be required for the rails only, exclusive of 
the iron required for machinery, wagons, &c. It is therefore manifestly clear that should the company 
occupy the whole time allowed them, more than 1,500 tons per annum must be obtained, and still a greater 
quantity will be required in proportion as the work is accelerated. 

Very respectfully, &c., 

P. E. THOMAS, Prest. B. & O. R. R. Co, 
WM. PATTERSON. 
CH. CARROLL, of Carrollton. 
WM. STEUART. 
TALBOT JONES. 
GEO. HOFFMAN. 
WM. LORMAN. 
ROBERT OLIVER. 
ISAAC McKIM. 
SOLOMON ETTING. 
JOHN B. MORRIS. 
ALEX. BROWN. 

Hon. Joun Barney. 





Bartimore, Jay 16, 1828. 


Sir: I have your letter of this date requesting me to inform you what quantity of iron is usually 
made at the establishment of General Ridgely, and what quantity they are capable of making annually. 

I was agent for the entire sale of General Ridgely’s iron from February, 1824, to February, 1827, 
during which time, say three years, the total amount made was 1,214 tons 13 cwt. 3 qrs. and 27 lbs., 
that is, about 404 tons in each year. 

We received orders every year for a much larger quantity than the works were able to firnish, though 
great efforts were made to increase the supplies. 

Yours, respectfully, 
HENRY THOMPSON. 
P. E. Tuomas, Esq., President Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company. 





Battimore, May 17, 1828. 
In addition to the facts already placed in thy hands in reference to the relative cost of iron in this 
country and in Europe, I annex a copy of a letter from William & J. Brown & Co., by which it appears 
that the New York, Hudson, and Delaware Canal Company have contracted for their entire supply, delivered 





free of expense in Liverpool, at £8 Ge. 9d. sterling, say..........ccscccccccecscccsccceses $37 06 
Exchange 10 per cent. above par............... ER KAARRURE ELAS CREEROE RARER EN EEE CERES 3 70 
eee eae SEE ESET C SSG ici hn Ce TeNRWhee eda ewes Ce URES RKC CR TAPER REEVE CREE 3 24 

eee eee ARR a ews SLES RENE KEE WSS Ss Te KES ORO NO ORN TERR REE E OTS 44 00 








I trust this will satisfy every one that the iron makers in this country, with one hundred per cent. 
usual profits, cannot nor ought to expect to supply our road. The only question, therefore, as I before 
stated, is not between the railroad company and them, but whether the Government will burden our 
enterprise with a tax to the amount of the proposed duty, seeing the article must and will come from 
abroad, or will it extend its patronage so far only as to leave us without a tax? 

Hon. Jonn Barney. 





Copy of a letter from W. & J. Brown & Co. 


Liverroot, March 28, 1828. 
We have seen Mr. Allen since his return from Cardiff, and understand from him that the following 


’ 
are the terms of the agreement for the railroad iron for which we are to pay: 

The quantity to be about three hundred and ninety tons of good No.2 bar iron; the bars to be sixteen 
feet long, two and a quarter inches broad, by half an inch thick, the upper corners rounded to a quarter 
inch, of three-sixteenths of an inch radius; the bars to be let one into the other by a square tongue three- 
fourths of an inch broad and half inch long, the end of one bar being made to notch the end of the adjoining 
one, fitting each other snugly, withovt any lateral play; each bar to be pierced by oblong holes to receive 
a screw with a counter-sink head, each hole nine-sixteenths of an inch long by three-eighths of an inch wide; 














1828. ]} AMOUNT OF DUTIES AND DRAWBACKS. 1141 





have the sides of the hole and counter-sink straight for three-sixteenths of an inch, and the ends of the holes 
rounded to a semicircle of three-eighths of an inch diameter, The counter-sink to be seven-thirty-seconds 
of an inch deep, and bevelling with an angle of forty-five degrees; the holes to commence at an inch from 
the end of the bar, and to be placed eighteen inches apart through the whole length. The bars to be rolled 
with smoothness and uniformity, as is usual in best rolled bar iron; particular care to be taken, in straight- 
ening, to get the edges and upper surface free from crooks and undulations, and, in forming the counter- 
sink, that the uniformity of the upper surface and straightness of the inside edge be not impaired. The 
price to be £8 6s. 9d., delivered at Liverpool, by bills on London not exceeding one month from the time 
of delivery; and if we pay cash in London, we are entitled to one month’s interest. The rolling to be 
commenced immediately; fifty tons per week to be shipped from Cardiff until completed. 


We remain, gentlemen, respectfully, yours, 
W. & J. BROWN & CO. 


N. B.—Mr. Allen is an engineer in the service of the Hudson and Delaware Canal and Railroad 
Company, and has been sent out to England by that company. 
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AMOUNT OF DUTIES AND DRAWBACKS IN 1824-’25-’26. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA" VES MAY 16, 1828. 


Treasury Department, May 16, 1828. 


Sm: I have the honor to transmit herewith a statement exhibiting the amount of drawback payable 
on merchandise exported from the United States during the years 1824, 1825, and 1826, compared with 
the amount of duties which accrued on the same, respectively. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


RICHARD RUSH. 
Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





Statement exhibiting the amount of drawback payable on merchandise exported from the United States during 
the years ending December 31, 1824, 1825, and 1826, compared with the amount of duties which accrued 
on the same, respectively. 
































1824. 1825. 1826. 
Species of merchandise. 
Duties Drawback Duties Drawback Duties Drawback 
accruing. payable. accruing. payable. accruing. payable. 

Value at 7% per cent..s.ce veoee cecccccces aeeees $74, 486 Dh | a Peer GLjSOE | ccccccss saeaees sontesicdeeeeaqels 
12.0. cdOcrccvcccccvccvcccece diveeseseuees 15S | sasccedicicvcceses GIA Nees. sicccvcwcueces GORE ieedccccasnccencs 
Wp AO scccccccccovcscscccsscsesececes 140, 269 22,172 402, 511 201,149 266, 390 $101, 744 
15.00 0cdOcccccercccccccscccccccccccccocs 2,144, 874 528, 592 774,549 318, 526 783, 019 203, 215 
WU ssi Oeniscss cwysie cebsew bese seuces 1,375, 146 77,344 1,972, 503 242, 027 1,173,977 248, 876 
QD oevcMOscccccvcecccccsoscccscresecsces 5, 082, 697 804, 021 9,010,971 1,272, 202 5, 735, 730 1, 299, 286 
Dia eccUOsacasisdesecnsicnsiacwsecwinecenade 1, 826, 816 76, 965 1, 924, 827 160, 789 503, 491 76, 369 
BB}... UOrccccscece ceccccccce cvcccesece[secvcccvcevcsccelevecescccscccccs 1, 756,515 36, 939 2,044,016 96, 228 

Di Rnrcttinnsacerciccsroounnscens 733 153 5,492 225 1,354 165 * 
MD 0 cclOscce- secccscccvcccosccccss cove 13, 390 69 51,223 631 37,473 405 
Done s AOeesisevonsee vecsece geeeescisenee 84, 526 682 284, 451 4, 158 171,570 1,034 
WWCK, MUNIN sos cuseteseienveVeissuwossvecseemers 96 SIGT Jeccccsccce cocces 195 4 Jccccccccccccccce 
TAVENS o ccccccccvccecccccccvecvccccscccces 525 9, 599 25 Q44 |ecccccccccccccce|scvccscccseccecs 
MONBNG ss cssssdceeee aN Se ca tess ee 1,090 FOS Tecdectcccacncde: Lececevesteuceucelovececseuceceue oteccntesdspecal 
MMEOU NETO Willis cc5:esauciaswscisixacuccececueseces 1,501 DO, TES) [occccrveccecscce CID Nesscce cocececocelesvscntocesesecs 
WIC... .ccccccccccccccccce cocccccescce| secs cccccccscene M14 | rcccccccccccccccleccccsccccsce Scdleseaceusenes eernltscavesmeoeueeas 
Carpets, d&c., Brussels cc.cccccctce coe cocccecece 14,656 |.ecesscecceeeeee 42.017 2, 362 28, 649 1,423 
Venetian ..... VRaRR Rew eeod se ereewene 57,514 Joccccccccccccece 130, 992 1,116 154, 846 126 
Ga 54 cs0-wi00 so kneesdessedecdeces W42 jcccsccvccscccsss 1,025 Corer eeesececese 2,061 eee eee seeesceees 
COLON RIN Rae cic vaso sive side vein cisiesanasiiniesesiee 81,114 208 153, 256 508 67, 189 153 
WADE BR MEIER scsetcnic cess vacasecessectouseees 121,293 11, 120 170, 452 8,814 145, 842 16, 894 
MGIB UNEUiicsddsadannpescudceneseras septa WGSF liccvisncsciccocce 13, 332 PTYTETELe TTT er 16, 057 58 
Sherry and St. Lucar.....ccccescceesccees 17,777 10, 399 19,193 13,878 29,479 12, 338 
Lisbon and Oporto, &C.....ceevceeeeceeees 141,075 6, 969 137,505 14, 281 161,218 6, 766 
Teneriffe, Fayal, &..0..0ccceccesceccoces 67,431 12, 032 77, 852 26,635 73,227 6,533 
Claret, in bottles ....6eccseccescccsssceeces 23, 756 9, 400 32, 876 14, 467 38, 913 15,325 
Al Other, AN CAKE... ccccccssecessssesevese 242, 049 96, 310 380, 831 67,770 377,299 68, 681 
PSPIFItS FLOM BEMIS in cin.cc or oees.cecs cevscees waeees 447, 724 20, 003 540, 173 24,760 190, 909 14, 688 
from other materials.....csecseseceeeccees 2, 158, 466 217,078 1, 471, 357 168, 085 1, 469, 526 181, 438 
PEOGBBOE Sis cnSesocn secs cbsctecsseecessecctesecee 645, 412 820 622, 325 378 684, 447 840 
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STATEMENT—Continued. 

































































1824. 1825. 1826. 
Species of merchandise. | 
Duties Drawback Duties | Drawback Duties Drawback i 
accruing. payable. accruing. | payable. accruing. payable. 
| — ; 
WIRE ceccnscosnnssscosesacnnavcrenses Sr $712 $95 $1,989 $373 $2, 907 $31 } 
Beer, ale, and porter.......ssceeeeceeeeseeeeeeees 13,015 245 12,682 99 13, 756 246 
Oil, SPpeErMaACeti ....... cece cece ccesseseecensece|seee Cece vccccccslecccccccccec cece 1 |vcccccccccces ass |eseleseunees sees cocccee Cdeeccces | 
whale and other fish ....0+eseeeeeeeeeees a GS |..ce00 eccccce ane <a PEEP ECS 84 seshesveacatlions 
hempseed ...... epbep keen eeree Seyeebeeeske Oo Cee sonieeane 6, 880 ye scasieeneuaeseses 993 ‘ 
Olive, in CaSKS ....+ee0++ scccccvccccece cccees 17,519 5, 053 32,677 14, 284 13, 221 6,770 | 
rapeseed ...eeeeeee ccccg cece ccccce coece phnes10e6bbs0d606006e desenee edtebesane B lesass 600 ceccccee|ces ey ere rrr TT aCe eT rere i 
PORE: cocsansnsenwnsee icebckesheeoeens ey OS locessctors senuae 1,070 580 64 85 , 
linseed... ....++++ ba) beeeiesseoosens ecccceces 6,095 2, 423 20,195 3, 326 38, 052 3,529 
Teas, Bohed ....ecerescceecccecscscccscccccccere 36,095 29,643 36, 905 25,247 33, 874 10,994 
Souchong...... eee cere eees cece eeeeeccees 556, 341 77, 321 484, 934 221,046 484, 933 93, 06C | 
Hyson Skin, &c....... b ebesenbssemenseese 512,659 | 14, 893 959, 262 335, 449 799, 756 177,056 : 
Hyson and Young Hyson......... bisaeecee | 1, 303, 154 91,310 1,640, 453 414,071 2, 038, 353 268, 563 
{Imperial ........0006 pbbbesieen hee sebbeh enn | 261,407 80,648 297,894 194, 326 356, 735 120,650 
Coffee ....cccccccesscees coccweccesccessceses ad 2, 063, 551 1,014,777 2, 202. 308 1,051,901 1,999, 948 654, 034 
SOCOReoccene recs ban ascen bnnecsesens208sia08 bese 69, 280 49, 854 53, 202 48, 956 | 91,752 57,261 
Chocolate ......+. bbe Kbanaecrineeneseresébons 62 | 2 81 2 | 92 1 i 
Sugar, DrOWN ....ccccccccccccees caeebsbbeeeour * 2,524,530 | 320, 668 1,870, 561 528,165 | 2, 432, 287 346, 434 
white...... on rccccovccccccccs sess cesccecs 470, 859 | 247,319 336, 658 200, 339 333, 317 155,478 j 
CRRA MRESOR..\5 cass aensseesenesaas ayy 128 | 3 153 Je DBZ focccccceee veces “ 
AMMEN ossececkbasehccssesese ey i 1D |eeeeee oeceuccees 14 |eceeee sececccces G2 foceccccccccecece 
PE INN < coukicobnescucsinben! auotsoeesees 18, 306 | 2,034 33, 084 4,640 | 17, 309 1,622 
PSN cs cpesdesseexensnse sisséesewicees 4,613 | 589 DRS) Nicssae pies eewes a BRSS) Aeieteicewseswesas 
prunes and plUMS.......scercesecsseseceee! 7,406 377 6, 027 463 | 6,538 858 
figs ...00 eocccccccsccces avail 18, 001 1,516 27,842 4, 182 | 18,004 3, 392 
PRM BEES ROD-b sno esbeeneessessee Sey 59, 797 3, 082 75,978 7,917 | 107, 267 4,665 
OME oss0000000 osbnsesoees +“ 595, 052 3, 124 51, 443 58 | 69, 868 414 
Candles, tallow........ ecevcece ccccccccccs eeeceee 2,152 1,177 3, 899 2,017 | 6,685 7,268 
WAX and Spermaceti....c..ecscceccecces | 18 151 244 116 227 209 
ee a ey peeebe babcennehaneessewnes 2,923 | 245 3,545 499 | 3,772 358 
Sap .ocssesccsccsscscccsesccscesccssessvecs ey 11,754 | 8,489 17,094 8,174 | 8, 407 8,908 
DMMOW os0secwnseusp ores eess Sey eban eis ekeroboss. Ortho Isdesesweacesosss 1,624 268 | 3, 460 708 ‘ 
Beef and pork ...... Ecikasbetbibakakapventels eres OD hvcsias pascunsts 8,413 4,511 | 14,654 | 18,231 
Hams and bacon ....e.e+seee wc cceccccccccccc sees 259 | 35 SSL [scccicceecs sevens! 1,341 seeeeeteess sees 
Lard..... eccccccoceces eoeccccccescccceccvccccces|ceccce sere reeeeelecceecs “baeeeesn 12 11 | 7 |ccccccccccccccce 
I deer dant ba cece Weis Wencebivsynbien -stee att Bp ee 146 7 ; 
SC POON ccc cebe es opps binswersecunsee sen } 1,846 poner orca 37 80 | OT bate see eea'seerc 
ES SOOT ee ee enue 1,435 | 51 984 Mi aw jill ualteslieantons 
blue or Roman........ Se PES esse ao Bok Siesaebuker Gay) VAdss ree, Wien sodeeune 358 
Camphor, crude..... Sccceccccsscencscccsecccce os 3, 974 eee céeedGGn be 4,616 1 | BIBT Ul sinecpemmenscens 
ea ede Ghsrachecitest iceulukibisatiesdlcas Sbaboutbaxbs BS less ose rs aeaeess | 403 eee Siubawes 
oe SS) Seer ee eee 6,631 | 249 4,454 123 | "S SRR 
Ne cocounnas | a Pierre TF ctnek awa 
Spices, Cayenne pepper..... seeeeeees test eeeees LG Tec seaseespapwees 29 | eecccece dion seen | 21 sees Sceseescee 
ginger..... Cccccccccercces cocccce ceccces 30 | 1,007 818 708 | 54 ian s Bh at 
MACE oeesccecveccesscsccesecs eee eeeeeees | 7,631 | 487 23,715 6,080 | 4,211 14,001 
TULMEPS ose ceesccccccccseccscccscvecees 27, 351 3,603 74, 267 19,197 | 7,876 9,817 
CINNAMON ...6- eee eocccc cece cccecs Seheenl 14, 157 15,257 13. 402 7,678 | 7,388 4,620 
ay oe ee snes 20.697 17,998 20.910 13,726 | 34.730 20,211 
pepper, black .....ccccsccccscccece pesos | 213, 046 92,794 279,583 157,906 | 280, 413 222,619 
PERRO sien es no neccwssesecssecccasces 75, 724 9,516 54, 053 38,675 | 35,287 22, 223 
CASSIA. occ cesecccscvce oe ee cece scececees | 45, 581 28,111 58, 926 51,272 | 61,334 28, 389 
Tobacco, manufactured, other than snuff.... ....| 262 | 189 Ua Perret rary ane ne 3, 407 1,999 
a ssi SEL P Ea EDDM ES ROMER EKG seWaeen 750 | 121 561 558. | 249 291 
PRN SS vnaseeavwnne snescnanenes Sones cece cscces | 86,247 | 27, 831 121, 032 56,583 | 157,615 51, 722 
BO i ccbeiacbicebskencabndussbadcdssisudsonse | 22,921 | 7,206 10,259 13,928 | 6,227 5,277 
Gunpowder........... Seibepoasckesebnesacieheren | 5,621 1,651 5,499 1,937 3, 927 825 
PERC ocr bac pibeses uke sbeknbobonsaeecsassweeek | eeee) Inachedapaecusees BORNE) he = og Suki 9 hn I a i ee 
GIUC see seeeee cere sees teteteeeeeeeeeeees teeees A Sere em OMB Miviieswnaie piavan oy en 
Paints, ochre, dry Se er ee | 5,373 | 349 5,192 1, 124 9,293 256 
ERG sissneeswass'boes seve enees | BBS leszese eccccccces BS [ses ccccsseceess 80 [.cccceee eeecceee 
Brent me NBER. 5 cs ccaninnsasncscaces | 130, 221 | 3,919 74,095 3, 305 73,591 5, 766 
WEMERE Snob oes neee senbns: soieccsecsabee BeOO: teacesces SS BAW) Accsesesseuueoccs 3,815 104 
Lead, pig, bar, and sheet .......ccceess esccccece 46, 250 8.046 115, 082 35,485 115, 984 45, 812 
manufactured into shOt......2..eeeeeeeeeee 10,174 1,630 4,040 1,879 3, 871 1,969 ; 
Cordage and cables, tarred..... pb bene Se nteeenewas GEOE | locatmesucesusexe 5. 722 1.132 901 2,365 
tarred ....4.. Pee ee cee neeeeseceseeseeens 24, 089 15,233 48, 094 38, 009 36, 745 43. 834 
MBURITON . ssc sconsbbssinac esses Scceccens 1,910 396 8.903 | 6,758 3, 373 j 
Re; FRI, BEING, PO. s sSsispesswsesecsaeess 355: 14, 402 2,937 16, 428 722 18,074 1, 366 
PRMEE espe ss pres obbohennpesh osc ensssee0seens 5, 581 282 13, 964 843 | 15.976 546 
Copper, rods and bolts. ....++++++0+eeeee veeeeees 175 53 OR: Avsavewencne oat “Cg erreur 
nails and Spikes, .......6+0seeeeeeeee cess RP icasepeneestwsss 103) [ovsvevcsvscscess O disci Saabieuneans 
Se PME naan Sb opsccesierasoses asenvnnceks 7, 266 3, 430 47,313 27,014 | 19, 947 22,641 
ice tekbassh cede ocsueshssndssnaciesies D: Si snkdsenedesnnes 43 7 | : Saubaskeniwess i 
Wire, MOUEDOVE NO. 18... .500'0050506604000% 22, 588 119 29,086 |..... ee eeteesd | 32. 002 18 
RPUVE ONDER cop scevecssubsceskasiceen 4 7s ee isbree 18,513 70 | BONGUO bss /s.casaieness 

















vals 


“y 2 » intact’ 





AMOUNT OF DUTIES AND DRAWBACKS. 





STATEMENT—Continued. 





Species of merchandise. 


1824. 


1825. 


1826. 





Duties 
accruing. 


Drawback 
payable. 


Duties 
accruing. 


Drawback 
payable. 


Duties 
accruing. 


Drawback 
payable. 





Iron tacks, not above 16 OUNCES. .... 6... eeeeeees 


above 16 OUNCES. ......ccseeeseccees . 
ol) LU EM TERETE EEO ee ere 
SPIKES 0.000 cocccccccccccccvcscccccccccccs 
chain cables, &c..... eo ececccceccccscevees 


Mill CrANKS...ccccccccccccecccccscccccocces 
mill saws ..... eC ccccccccces cece cccces ecccce 
ANCHOTB..00 secs cccvece cocscccccccccsccccce 
anvils...... 


hammers and sledges .......eeeeeeeees sees 


Cee ew ereeses eeeseetesesssssees 


Castings, Vessels Of.....ccesescccececeececes 
DUICE.. cuties sesae te tsesesvaseecess 
round and braziers’ rods .....eccsceceeecess 


nail and spike rods. ........00. ceccce asesiece 
Sheet and hoop ..cecssecccseccesecccceceess 

Slit and rolled... cscccccccccccccccccesccce . 
CASTINGS oc cccccccccccccccccccccccccccescoe 
sheé¢t, rod, and hoop ....... cecccccccccccccs 
pig...... ccccee eoccccccccccccccccccce wetaae 

Dar, rolled....sce cccccccccccccccccccccecece 
hammered ......ceceseceeees errr rrr 
Steel..... o cecccccce © oecce cece cccccececccccccces 
Hemp ...cccceccccccccccccccsccccsccsscccccvcces 


AIUM .ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccsccese 5 cece 
COpperas ..ccccccccccccccccccccccscccecs eocceeee 
Flour of wWheat.......ceeee ccccecccccevees soeeee 
BGlbsiscts svcvessccceccecs 
Coal wcccccccccccccccre 
NDINS i csinpe vos eev cess eer psieene a OSS eeue eines 
Potatoes ...... Ceeccccccecccce e ceccee eececccccces 
Paper, folio and quarto pOst......sscccececcceses 
SOOIBCED Cassin sce cncscenescbesiawies onleeee 
PAM a cocaidelseccncepipesisaioee veesecee 
BHCRUMN os ndcinc cece cess cecesecce eccceee 
BP OME o0cccccecscvccececsec 
Books, printed before 1775 ....cceceeseceeeecees 
Other than English .......000.essceseseees 
Latin or Greek, bound ......eeseeeeeseeee 


in boards.....eeeecseeeeee 
all other, bound........eeeees 
in boards ......eeeeeees Seneateins 


ee cece eeccee 


Glass, cut, and not specified......ccseesecesescess 
Other articles... .cecccccccscsccsccscvccs 
apothecaries’ phials .....ceeccescceceecees 
DOttles...ccceccccccsccccccccccves o ccccceces 
window.... 
uncut, in plates ...... 


o POW Een o ns coe enecbsesceeees 
GEMIONNS . 0.0 ccccccccceceseccccocccsecese 
Fish, dried Or smoked.......eccecceccccecccccees 


SAIMON, PICKlEd.... eee cevesecccccccececees 
mackerel, pickled..... Selec ee cccecccvces eee 


other, pickled......... Oot reccccccccccccces 
Shoes, SUK .0.0eccscccccccce ccccccccccsccccecces 
All Other... woccccccscsccccccsccccccvccececs 
Boots and bootees......04 secsesecee seees cccce. 
MDUESi oni ners cue vce essecutesecceceteetsneeeeese 
Playing cards ,....ecececcevees Pocccccccccccceces 


Discriminating duty on French vessels .......+++./ «+ 


$1,573 
183 
18, 238 
3, 162 
8, 159 


1,274 
2, 159 
4,235 

641 
6,426 
4,052 
1,283 

289 

50, 746 


7,999 
38,943 
6,314 
104,073 
360, 029 
21,325 
139, 481 
524 

10, 652 
209 
848, 291 
45, 326 
144 


2 
722 
2,370 
58, 636 
146 
1,043 
1,438 
64 


335 
36,378 
1,989 


Seer eres esessece 


121 
Cocecccccccce 
955 


eeeceree 


eoeceses 


eeeceses 


eoeeeece 


11,980 


eeeceere 


44 
245 
13 
2,071 
815 
28 
1,904 


206 
76 
25 
9,926 


54 


$1,626 
330 
19, 458 
1,114 
12, 492 
7 
1,496 
1,020 
11, 753 
1,657 
12,671 
4,912 
1,744 
422 
65, 764 
2 


86 
9,447 
128,560 
450, 789 
39,115 
159, 974 
8 
7,472 
45 
929,635 
48,998 
864 

96 
3,792 
3, 822 
282, 675 
266 
3,974 
7,686 
49 
4,548 
882 
912 
5,823 
21,577 
1,165 
20, 487 
3, 832 
33,570 
20, 260 
307 

12, 136 
1,628 
3,122 
414 
647 
374 
1,041 
479 

59, 357 
4, 829 
2, 558 


$806 


27 
10,794 


ee Seescvece 

Ceeecee eeeeees 
seeeeereene 

ee eeeereeees 
oe eeeces 


? $846 
i 68 


10,145 


. 1,094 


11,439 
8 
1,510 
1,458 


‘ 8,939 
: 379 


6, 886 
8,850 
12, 869 


bal 11, 868 


68,517 
240 


17,939 
126,559 


354,509 
25,287 
126, 789 
10 
9,072 
20 

860, 457 
60, 796 
289 
1,276 
6,925 
1,798 
89, 887 
155 
1,541 
24,212 
23 
4,450 


‘ 1,191 


359 
3,043 
10,589 
817 
19, 861 
5, 765 
55,047 
16, 239 
1,057 
17,942 
630 
3,112 
139 
244 
473 
1,568 
395 
51,149 
406 
1,068 


$25 
552 
2 


2 
101 
20 

14 
200 
2, 482 
579 
1,181 
54 
7,394 
7,107 
9,321 


eee sess esses eeee 


8, 732 


Pewee e essere sece 


1,584 
4,553 
535 


2, 841 


eeesoees eee 
. eee eeecese 
eeeece eeeeeesece 


11,639 


3l 











Treasury DepAxTMENT, Register’s Office, May 15, 1828. 


25, 485,631 


4,2 





77,924 





31,656, 422 





6,391,779 





26, 083, 890 








5,046, 315 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
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